


FOR 20% AUCTION 
COMMISSION -
WE 
THINK YOU SHOULD 
GET THE BEST 

When you pay an auctioneer 20% commission we think 
you deserve the best possible treatment for your stamps. 

Thoughtful and attractive presentation of stamps offer­
ed for auction sale means wider and greater appeal. That 
means the best results for the seller. 

So at Greg Manning Auctions we look at each collec­
tion consigned to us for auction as an opportunity to give 
you the best. Dependable descriptions. The best lotting. 
A thoroughly professional job. Because we know that is how 
you will get the best price. 

And if your stamps or your particular circumstances 
are not suited to sale by auction we won't pressure you to 
auction your stamps. Since we also handle disposition by 
outright cash sale or private treaty, we can recommend 
the most logical method of sale. You can rely on us to give 
you our most unbiased and best advice. 

Contacting us when you are ready to sell your stamps 
may just be the best thing you can do. 

GREG MANNING AUCTIONS, INC. 
76 South Orange Ave. 

South Orange, N. J. 07079 

Telephone: (201) 762-7660 

"The firm collectors rely 011" 



1976 
Second Only 

to our Record Year. 

We may never be able to equal 1969 when we paid the 
sum of $4,070,000.00 for a single collection. There may 
not exist today an equally valuable property. 

But.1969 aside, the past year was a new high in purchases 
for us, thereby confirming our position as 

Recognized Buyers. 
January 1977 



OCTOBER & APRIL 

These are the months when international stamp buyers travel 

to Hamburg to attend MOHRMANN - AUCTIONS - OUR 

auctions. 

We will undertake the auctioning of all or part of your 

collection in the highly paying German Market. No collection is 

too big ... 

Do you have any interesting material to dispose of? If you do, 
then it is time to discover the lucrative German Market. Hundreds 

of others have. 

Deadline for our famed International Spring Auction is January 

5th. Write to us for advice or just send us your treasures. No 
customs duty or other such formalities. We take care of everything. 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO. 
For Over 50 Years a Leading International Auction House 

D-2000 Hamburg 11 - Gr. Burstah 19 - Postfach 11 10 07 
Telephone (040) 36 41 51/2 • Cables: EDMORO 
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IMMEDIATE CASH REWARD ... 
for stamps, covers , accumulations and col­
lections of philatelic worth . We will travel to 
you for large holdings. Our needs are great 
and our buyers are offering top prices. If 
you 've been holding out for the right time to 
sell , now is it. For fast action drop us a line 
or " drop-a-dime", and we' ll put a buyer on 
your trail real soon. 

Earl P.L Inc. 

CALL: 
1819 J. F. KENNEDY BLVD. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 

AREA CODE (215) 
567-5200 

Big enough to do the job . . . small enough to care 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 

as well as 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broken up for our next internationa l auction sale 

for which we are going to prepare again our famous 27 ,000 

catalogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA 8023 ZURICH (Switzerland) 
P.O.B. 

Bahnhofstrasse 102 
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EXCELLENT STOCK OF U.S. 

STAMPS, COVERS & SPECIALTY ITEMS FOR SALE 

SERIOUS INQUIRIES INVITED 

Stamps Wanted - Collections, Estates, Rarities 

ANDREW LEVITT, INC. 

P. 0. BOX 342 

DANBURY, CONN. 06810 

(203) 743-2016 or 743-1908 

Life Member: APS, SPA, BIA, ASDA, Philatelic Foundation, 
New York Collectors Club 
January 1977 5 



BERNARD BEHR 
"EXPERT" 

COMING OUT SOON 

OUR 
"NET PRICE SALE" 

CATALOGUE 

ASK FOR IT NOW 

It Will Include a Highly Specialized 

Collection of 

FRANCE 
(Mostly Early Classics) 
FRENCH COLONIES 

and 
MONACO CLASSICS 

also 

A Fine Selection of EUROPEAN Countries 
(Mostly Classics of First Quality) 

Want lists covering all the world up to 1950 are 
welcome. You may quote Scott or Yvert Catalogue. 

BERNARD BEHR 
26 Avenue de l'Opera 

Paris ler, France 
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What does 

the ASDA 

mean to you? 

Here are eight beneficial answers: 
1. Every member of the American Stamp Dealers' Association has signed a 

Code of Ethics and Pledge to promote fair trade practices and good rela­
tions with the public, assuring the collector of the highest standards of 
ethics in all their dealings. 

2. ASDA members offer a medium for trade through the outright purchase 
or sale of individual stamps, covers and collections or by conducting public 
auctions, or both. 

3. The ASDA disseminates accurate and reliable philatelic information to the 
collecting fraternity either through the medium of the public press or by 
private means. 

4. The ASDA and its members individually, assist recognized agencies of the 
government in the prosecution of law violations relating to philately. 

S. The ASDA and its chapters hold annual exhibitions for the benefit of the 
hobby, to promote and encourage new collectors and educate the public 
at larae. 

6. Advice and counsel is available from the members with respect to all 
aspects of collecting and particularly with respect to purchase or sale of 
valuable properties. 

7. The ASDA has recommended a code of conditions for the conduct of 
public auctions. 

8. The American Stamp Dealers' Association together with the American Phil­
atelic Society has formed a joint Expertization Committee which for the 
first time in the history of philately offers the collector and dealer alike 
a group of experts in every field of collecting who can authenticate rare 
stamps with a certification of their true state. 

£ 
AMERICAN STAMP 

DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 
595 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 10022 
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A R~VOlU1IONARY CONCEPT IN ALBUMS 
", • • offers a new dimension in collecting, and the best 
example of 'painless history' yet published." 

-Ed Susman. HarUord TIMES 

"One of the finest albums we've seen • • • the heroic 
strugg~e for our nation's independence comes to life in 
the pages • . ." 

-Hal Shapiro, Long Island Sunday PRESS 

1 " ••• provides spaces for over 130 stamps, chronologically 
portraying the struggle for independence and the be­
ginning of a new nation." 

-Franklin Bruns, Jr .. The Philadelphia INQUIRER 

"Organized with space for over 130 stamps to tell the 
entire story from Lexington and Concord to the 1789 in­
auguration of our first president." 

-H. Rowland Dallas MORNING PRESS 

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION STAMP ALBUM 
From Minkus, the Creative Publishers. for every collector, every American. 
this unique album is at once an illustrated history of the American Revolution 
AND a handsome volume in which to display over 130 significant stamps. 
Relive the nation's birth through words. pictures and the appropriate stamps 
which were created to commemorate this inspiring story. From the founding 
of the first colonies through Washington's inauguration in 1789. By Beatrice 
Hessen, Managing Editor of the MINKUS STAMP JOURNAL. 

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION STAMP ALBUM 

1976 Supplement 

STAMPS FOR THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION STAMP ALBUM 

159 different historical issues that tell the story of the war that gave 
America its independence 

138 different stamps (al,l included in the group above) 
88 different stamps (included in the groups above) 

100 different used stamps .. 
50 different used stamps (included in the group above) 

$11.00 

$ 1.50 

$434.50 
$ 87.50 
$ 34.95 
$ 10.75 
$ 3.50 

All merchand ise available at lead i ng dealers across the nation and the stamp & co i n depart. 
ment of these f i ne stores: 

ATLANTA-Rich ' s 
BOSTON-Jordan Marsh 
CHEVY CHASE-Woodward & Lothrop 
CHICAGO- Marshall Field & Co. 
CINCINNATl-Pogue' s 
CLEVELAND-The Higbee Co. 
COLUMBUS-Lazar us 
DENVER-May-D & F Co. 
GARDEN CITY, N. Y .- Gimbels 
HARTFORD- G. Fox 
HOUSTON-Foley's 
INDIANAPOLIS-L. S. Ayres 
MILWAUKEE, WISC.-G1mbels 
NEW ORLEANS-Maison Blanche 
NEW YORK-Gimbels, Gimbels East 
PARAMUS, N . J .-Glmbels 

PHILADELPHIA-John Wanamaker 
PITTSBU RGH-Kaufmann'a 
PORTLAND-Meier & Frank 
RICH MON D-Thalhimer's 
ROCH ESTER-Sibley's 
SAN ANTON 10-Joske's of Texas 
SAN FRANCISCO-The Emporium 
SANTA ANA, CA.-The Bon Marche 
SHERMAN OAKS, CA.-Bullock's 
SKOKIE, ILL.- Marshall Field & Co. 
ST. LOUIS. MO.-The Famous Barr 
TORRANCE, CA. (Del Amo)-Bullock'a 
TOWSON , MD.-Hutzler's 
VALLEY STREAM, N . Y.-Gimbels 
WASHINGTON-Woodward &. Lothrop 
WESTCHESTER, N. Y.-Glmbela 
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It's number one 
with us ... 
This beautiful pair of U. S. #1 realized $1 ,500.00 against 
a catalog of $350.00 in our March 1976 auction. 

Located in our nation's capitol, Kaufmann's offers 
knowledgeable buyers and sellers a superior auction service 
featuring outstanding U. S., Confederate and Worldwide stamps 
and covers. 

Prospective sellers can write for our free booklet How to 
Properly Evaluate and Sell a Stamp Collection. Please 
include a stamped addressed # 10 envelope. 

Buyers, send us your name and address with zip code and 
collecting interests to receive our next three catalogs free. 

John W. Kaufmann, Inc. 
IOlOVermont Ave.N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
(2021638-5658 
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Announcing our 

61st Anniversary Sale 

of foreign stamps and 

sets, including many 

rarities, classics, and 

special philatelic items. 

A complimentary brochure 

is yours for the asking. 

Please write to Dept. ET-40 

WORLD'S LARGEST ST AMP FIRM 

BOSTON, MASS. 02117 

We regularly purchase stamp collections of all types. Please contact our appraisal 
department if you have stamps to sell. 
January 1977 11 



Scott's 
updated 
and expanded 
19770.S. 
Specialized 
is out now. 

0 fancy c;:a ncels.H What's more. a new Precancel section 
now illustrates mt')St of the bureau styles as \\1e ll as m.iny 
locals. It no longer just des<:ribes them. 

More on Booklets. For the first lime. we"ve illustrated 
booklet covers, and added unexploded booklets to the 
Booklet Pane Section. And, . . we've <>Is(') Scott-numbered 
all major booklets to make them e<1sier ior you to identiiy, 

More on Christmas Seals. We've re<1ily streamlined our 
Christmas Seal Section. adding printing sou rces to the 
hstmgs and renumbenng st~-ten.mt blocks as urnts, to 
conform with actual wllecting practices. 

Order the 1977 U.S. Specialized from your dealer or di­
rectly from us. The price for our flexible -binding edition 
is only $'13' and our hard-covered vNsion is on!v $20•. 

· More on Postal Markings. For the Pos tal Marking aficio- Th a rs the one thing about the " i7 Specialized that isn't 
nados we've expanded the Markings history secl'ion. Now rnore. 
H goes all the way back to 1673. We've added a discussion 

I' of the 'stampless covers used between 1847 and "1855. And 
, we'.ve exp lored canceling methods, includi ng the private 
~Su~n~em~d o::-tiHI tJrkc'i-

.~COlt Publishing CQmpany • 530 Fifth Avenue • 

;·s·;·c:·~·a;·t·;·t·r ............................... 
Serving collectors since 1863. 

New York, N. Y. 10036 
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our sales by Auction in Europe 

totalled 

£1,034,951 <U.S. $1,655,8211 
A Cape Id. "woodblock" made £2,060 

The Ahodesia "double head " 5d. green soared to £3,025 

One South African 1910 21/id. essay fetched £ 1,375 

The Austrian WIPA sheet brought £1,375 

Strips of three Greek 1896 Olympics made £2,625 

Strips of four Italian 1870 postage dues fetched £5,750 

The Netherlands 1891 5 gulden reached £900 and the 1902 5g. £500, 

The 1884 Official Document set £4,500 and the 1934 International set 
made £3,000 

The Spanish 1879 set in mint pairs brought £3,000 

The severed strip of eight Sicily 1/i gr. fetched £8,500 and a cover 
bearing a strip of four and a paid made £ 15,000. Pairs of the 20gr. 

and 2gr. on one cover only brought £ 11,000 

A collection of first type Turkey off cover made £7,500 

The block of ten Brazil 90 Reis fetched £I 0,000 

A Mexican cover with an Eagle 2r. + French 80c. brought £I, 125 

A block of four Gibraltar 1890 rose-carmine with the denomination 
omitted made £8,000 

In all some 8,000 lots were sold of which the above were the 
high-spots - facts that underline that 

We sell your Stamps where they sell best 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
ROBSON LOWE INTERNATIONAL LTD. 

Head.Office: 50 PALL MALL, LONDON SWIY 5JZ 
Telephone: 01 839 4034 Telex: 915 410 

V.A.T. No. 239/ 4486/ 31 
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HICKS SLAWSON 

LILLY MALCOLM 

SIMPSON WEATHERLY 

NEIN KEN CLIFFORD 

BINGHAM DIKE 

KOHN MATTHIES 

BAKER PARKER 

MACKEY DOWNING 

WISEMAN BLAKE 

FAULSTICH NEWBURY 

KRUG SEYMOUR 

These are the names of just a few of the important philatelists whose special­
ized collections we have sold. There are hundreds of others , many desiring 
anonymity. 

THERE'S A REASON WHY WE HAVE BEEN ENTRUSTED WITH THE 
SALE OF THEIR SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS AND THE REASON IS 
SIMPLY THIS ! 

We know what we're doing! 

It takes years of experience and the knowledge acqu ired over those years to 
be able to gjve proper treatment in full measure to such important collec­
tions. We possess these requirments and it is something to keep in mind when 
the time comes for the disposal of your specialized collection, to say nothing 
of your holdings in straight material. Informative brochure sent on request. 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, Inc. 
120 EAST 56th STREET 

TEL {212) 753-6421 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 

ESTABLISHED 44 YEARS 
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1977 PROGRAM AND CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

January 5 

January 12 

January 19 

February 2 

February 16 

March 2 

March 16 

April 6 

April 30 

May 4 

May 11 

May 18 

June 1 

June 15 

September 21 

October 5 

October 19 

November 2 

November 16 

De·cember 7 

December 21 

- PRESIDENTI AL FREE FRANKS-Seymour H. 
Kaplan, Dobbs Ferry, N. Y. 

- ANNUAL MEETI NG 

- SPORTS ON STAMPS- Ira Seebacher, Ossining, 
N.Y. 

- ECUADOR-Leo J . Harris, St. Paul, Minnesota 

- COLOMBI A , 1859·65, Norman . Hubbard, Cove 
Neck, N. Y. 

- THE OPENI NG OF THE WEST, David 'l'. Beals III 
& John A. Eggen, Jr., Kansas City, Mo. 

- SOUTH AUSTRALI A-John 0. Griffiths, Speen , 
England 

- NEW BRUNSWICK and NOVA SCOTI A-Robert 
V. C. Carr, Youngstown, Ohio 

- U.S. A I RMAILS, Philip Silver, Elberon, ew Jersey 

- PERSI A, 1868·1880, Samade Khorchid, 'l'eheran, 
!Tan 

- ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER 

- DANI SH WEST I NDIES- Victor E. Engstrom, 
Cranbury, New J ersey 

- AFRICAN COLONI ES-The Anne Boyd Lichtenstein 
Foundation 

- NEWFOUNDLAND AIRMAILS-Cyril H . C. Har ­
mer, London, England 

SUMMER RECESS 

- THE F I RST HUNGARI AN STAMPS g· THE 
CLASSI CS OF 19TH CENTURY HUNGARY-Gary 
S. Ryan, Northwood, England 

- TURKEY, 1863-64, Tewfik Kuyas, Istanbul, Turkey 

- MAURI TIUS, Hiroynki Kanai, Ashiya, Japan 

- UNITED STATES, 1861-68 ISSUES, William K. 
Herzog, Saginaw, Michigan 

- HONG KONG <f WORLD WAR II, Peter Shek, 
Staten Island, N. Y. 

- WAR COVER CLUB, 'fheo Van Dam, Moderator 

- BOARD of GOVERNORS' OPEN HOUSE 
16 



EDITORIAL 

THE FDC TRAVESTY 
What travesties - if not downright 
criminal deceptions - are being de­
vised, produced and advertised to 
separate the inexperienced from hobby 
budgets, and all in the name of phila­
tely! 

We dismiss the gaudy stickers ped­
dled to the gullible by skilled profes­
sional promoters as "postage stamps" 
and which rarely if ever see service as 
the prepayment of mail. We dismiss, 
too, the tonnage of real stamps that 
have been obligingly obliterated and 
wholesaled by postal administrations 
and State-owned offices behind the 
Iron Curtain or elsewhere at tremen­
dous discounts from "face value." 

We do not and cannot dismiss, 
however, the increasing practice of 
otherwise responsible officials who 
blatantly violate existing Postal Rules 
and Regulations. Rules that have ex­
isted for as long as the public has had 
postal communications facilities . 

Ever since Henry Bishop introduced 
his 17th century handstamp, post­
marks represented a government's 
solemn attestation that a piece of mail 
was received and dispatched at a very 
specific time. 

Indeed, so widely accepted was this 
sacred postal trust that any number of 
criminal and civil law suits have been 
determined by postal markings on mail 
offered in evidence. (Even the climax 
of one of Hollywood's most famous 
films was based on cancellations ap­
plied to letters addressed to Santa 
Claus!) 

Now in their eagerness to increase 
revenues without rendering mail serv­
ice, some major postal officials are 
engaging in criminal acts* using the 
excuse that they are providing a con­
venient service to collectors. 

The subject is First Day Covers and 
the markings applied to them. 

In the vocabulary of philately, a 
January 1977 
First Day Cover is one that bas been 
properly submitted and serviced on the 
same day as a new stamp or piece of 
postal stationery is initially placed on 
sale by an authorized postal adminis­
tration. 

Today that means no such thing. A 
"First Day of Issue" cancellation with 
the city name, the date and the time of 
"9 A. M." has absolutely no relation 
to the actual time that postmark was 
applied by machine or handstamp. 
This actually becomes a fraud that will 
confuse and confound future collectors 
who may want a genuine souvenir for 
their albums. 

Until July 1936, (and in a very few 
instances since) domestic stamps were 
officially released in a number of cities 
and towns historically associated with 
an event being commemorated. Rela­
tively few philatelic covers were pre­
pared and dispatched by collectors, so 
postal clerks had little difficulty in 
postmarking those mailed on the desig­
nated day. 

After that, Washington decided that 
a single place would be selected and 
designated as an "official first-day 
city" from which all covers would be 
serviced. With the release of the North­
west Territories three-center, the Post 
Office Department inserted for the first 
time, "First Day of Issue" in the New 
York City machine die hub which was 
inscribed, "Jul 13/ 9-AM/ 1937 / N.Y." 

With an ever increasing interest in 
such events and the consequent in­
crease in the number of covers sub­
mitted to the postmasters of first-day 
sites, it became not only difficult, but 
impossible to service them within a 
24-hour period. It became, then, a 
common practice to engage extra help 
as long as three weeks prior to the 
actual date to prepare and postmark 
the souvenirs. (Even this might be 
tolerated if one could be certain that 
* "Criminal" is the proper term, for these acts are a very definite transgression of published 
federal regulations. 
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the prepared covers were stored and 
dispatched on the date in the post­
mark) . 

The fact is, however, that postoffices 
and their temporarily hired staffs 
couldn't finish their jobs in time so the 
same postmark was normally applied 
to covers for a week or more after the 
date had passed. 

In fact, in the case of the Project 
Mercury stamp of 1962, the Feb. 20 
postmark was applied to millions of 
covers up to just under seven months 
later! And to compound the falsifica­
tion, the "Cape Canaveral" postmark­
ing was done in Washington, D. C., 
because the Florida clerks could not 
handle the volume. 

Exactly the same thing happened 
with the Moon Landing 10-center of 
1969. "Sept. 9" postmarks were ap­
plied to some 8.743 million covers as 
late as the Spring of 1970. 

The USPS is not alone in this re­
pugnant practice. It has been and still 
is done along Manhattan shores in the 
UN General Assembly Building. First­
day postmarks were applied to covers 
with the first stamps of October, 1951, 
until well after March of the following 
year. And since then we know of not 
a single stamp that hasn't been given 
first-day markings after the indicated 
time. 

More recently, a new twist was 
given to this unethical activity. Several 
stamps and stamped envelopes were 
announced so sh.ortly befor~ the re­
lease date that Washington authorized 
collectors to ' order . thein for ' weeks 
after they had been put into service 
~nd still receive the first-day cancella­
tion. 

Latest of the Postal Service's ideas 
was announced in connection with the 
Battle of Princeton jumbo commemo­
rative released on Jan. 3. Henceforth, 
collectors may buy their own stamps 
(provided local postoffices have them 
in stock) affix them to their envelopes 
and mail them to the first-day city 
within 15 days of the release date and 
still get a first-day-of-issue postmark. 

From a purely philatelic point of 
view, covers being prepared and pro-
18 
cessed today (notably the "hand-back" 
ones that aren' t even addressed) have 
utterly no significance whatsoever. 

Disturbing and distressing is the fact 
that the very society that promotes 
first-day cover collecting seems undis­
turbed by this deplorable situation. 

Almost every issue of its imposing 
monthly journal devotes pages to the 
description and discussion of fraudu­
lent first-day covers of the pre-1940 
era, yet does not warn its readers of 
the modern ones. Indeed, it encour­
ages members to obtain and collect 
them. At a Philatelic Symposium 
sponsored by the Postal Service at a 
national show in Washington not long 
ago, the matter was brought up. 
Society spokesmen found no fault with 
the practice, saying that making it 
possible to get " nice, clean covers that 
hadn't been soiled by going through 
the mails" is a beneficial service to 
collectors. 

Be that as it may, " pleasing collec­
tors" can go even further in the delu­
sion and deception of philatelists. 

Back in 1965 , dealers and collectors 
ordered about 300,000 covers bearing 
four new Vatican City stamps which 
they expected to be carried from Leo­
nardo da Vinci Airport at Rome to 
J. F. K. International Terminal on 
Long Island aboard Alitalia's special 
flight #2800. That was the flight 
which brought His Holiness Pope 
Paul VI and his party to the UN for 
his historic appeal for World Peace. 

Properly postmarked at the Vatican 
on Oct. 4, these covers also bear a 
backstamp dated "Oct. 4" at the UN. 
Tomorrow's collectors, therefore, will 
believe that these souvenirs were trans­
ported as indicated by the markings. 

The fact is that AZ2800 had in its 
cargo com.P,artment exactly two small 
blue sacks containing designed triptych 
covers prepared at the request of the 
late Francis Cardinal Spellman. 

Vatican officials would not permit 
any other mail aboard the Papal plane 
so the other covers were left at the 
airport and dispatched via a cargo 
flight the following night. Though they 
arrived at the UN long after His Holi-

Continued on page 48 



THE FIRST NATIVE POST OFFICES IN NEPAL 
A CHALLENGE TO THE SPECIALIST 

By Frank Vignola 

One of the most puzzling questions in Nepal philately is, "Which were the 

first native post offices in that country and when did they come into ex­

istence?" 

Earliest recorded example of private mail processed through the native postal system. 
Palpa to Kathmandu, Dec. 3, 1879. Marked, ''Mahasul Chukti" (postage, fee paid). 
When we wrote our book, "A Guide 
to Specialization in Nepal Philately," 
Mac Linscott Rickette and myself 
realized that one of the major ques­
tions remaining unanswered in Nepal­
ese postal history was which were the 
first native post offices to serve that 
tiny Himalayan Mountain country and 
when did each begin service.1 

Frank Vignola li ves in San Fran­
cisco. One of the top specialists in the 
philately of Nepal, his book, "A Guide 
to Specialization in Nepal Philately," 
co-authored with Mac Linscott Rick­
etts fills a in the sparse literature of 
that tiny mountain entity. 

1. Page 4. 
January 1977 
In an attempt to unravel the puzzle, 
we issued a challenge to collectors 
specializing in that area, aski ng them 
to form a collection of early covers 
bearing the first native postmarks of 
Nepal. Although I am one of the co­
authors of the book, I, too, accepted 
the challenge because my philatelic 
curiosity on the subject was just as 
great, or greater than that of most 
students of Nepalese postal history. 
The results of my investigation follow. 

Since there were no documents or 
records which could furnish the an­
swers to our question, I decided to 
assemble whatever early covers I could 
locate, and from them arrive not only 
19 



at -a listing of the first post offices, but 
also establish a definate time period in 
which such post offices could be con­
sidered as belonging to this classifica­
tion. 

In order to determine the proper 
time period that would qualify a post 
office as one of the first native post 
offices in Nepal , the specialist must 
have an understanding of Nepalese 
dates. Full details leading to this 
knowledge may be obtained from "The 
Native Postmarks of Nepal" by W. C. 
Hellrigl and Colin Hepper.2 Gen­
erally throughout the classic period the 
Bikram Sam bat calendar (B.S.) was 
used in Nepal. Essentially, to make a 
Sambat calendar postmark date ap­
proximately equal to the Gregorian 
calendar postmark date, one must sub­
tract 56 years, 8 months, and 17 days 
from the Sambat date. Remember, too, 
that the Sambat year starts about April 
14th A.D., and has 12 months, each 
varying between 28 and 32 days. 

With this information in mind, we 
are almost ready to study the post­
mark dates on our covers and thus 
establish a definite time period during 
which the first post offices came into 
existence. But, before we begin, there 
are still a few prerequisites regarding 
the types of covers and their postal 
markings that must be considered in 
establishing this time period. 

1. In our study, we should include 
pre-stamp covers that made use 
of manuscript postmarks. 

2. We should include pre-stamp 
covers that made use of hand­
stamped postmarks. 

3. We should include "official" 
covers, whether pre-stamp period 
or stamp period, that made use 
of either manuscript or hand­
stamped postmarks. 

4. We should include "fee paid in 
advance" (Mabasul Chukti) 3 

pre-stamp covers that made use 
of either manuscript or hand­
stamped postmarks. 
20 
5. Finally, we should include covers 
franked with stamps of the first 
issue that were postmarked 
during the year of their issuance. 

Based on these pre-requisites, and 
with the knowledge that the Gregorian 
calendar is approximately 56 years, 8 
months and 17 days less than the 
Sambat calendar, one can now estab­
lish what I consider to be the time 
period in which a post office qualifies 
as one of the first native post offices 
opened in Nepal. Thus : 

Under the Sambat calendar time 
period, the dates would be from the 
last month of 1935 B.S. through all 
of 1938 B.S.4 This would equate to 
March 14, 1879 A.D. through April 
13, 1882 A.D. under the Gregorian 
calendar time period . 

With that established, we will hence­
forth refer to dates based on the Greg­
orian calendar. Now we are ready to 
try and determine which native post 
offices were the first to be opened in 
Nepal, and how many there were. 

There are numerous references by 
philatelic writers as to the number of 
post offices operating in Nepal by 
1882, but none have been able to 
produce a verified listing. T. B. Khatri 
in his book, "The Postage Stamps of 
Nepal," says there were 48, but does 
not list them. This is more than other 
writers claim. 

I, myself, can currently produce 
covers postmarked during the proper 
time period from 27 different post 
offices. N . G. Rajkarnikar and W. C. 
Hellrigl have advised me of 5 addi­
tional post offices that they can verify. 
This gives us a total listing of 32 
qualifying post offices. No doubt, this 
total will increase by 8 to 12 after this 
article is published and specialists 
check their holdings and compare 
them with our listing at the end of the 
article. We believe that listing is ac­
curate, but, of course, are open for 
corrections and additions. 

In order to make this study more 
2. To be published in 1977. 
3. Mahasul Chukti covers were pre-stamp public mail covers with handwritten endorse­

ments indicating that a specified amount of postage had been paid in advance. 
4. According to N. G. Rajkarnikar, the earliest postmark recorded so far is dated March 

23, 1879 A.D. (10th day of the last month, 1935 B.S.)_ Earlier postmarks probably exist. 



comprehensive, the following subjects 
will be dealt with briefly: 

1. How mail was processed in a 
town which did not have a post 
office. 

2. Types of mail processed by the 
first native post offices. 

3. Type of postal markings (post­
marks, in transit marks, and re­
ceiving marks) used by the first 
post offices. 

Many letters, no doubt, were written 
in towns that did not have a post office 
during the established time period. 
These usually would be delivered to 
their destination by runners or couriers 
who were not a part of the postal sys-
tem. Occasionally, however, such 
letters would be carried by runners to 
the nearest town that had a post office, 
and be processed through the postal 
system to their proper destination. An 
example in the Vignola collection is a 
cover written in Jajarkot (which had 
no post office) and carried by runner 
to Dang Salyan where it was posted 
and forwarded through the native 
postal system to Kathmandu. Special-
ists more proficient than I at trans-
lating "Devanagari" should be able to 
make an interesting study of mail 
processed this way. 

Three types of mail were processed 
through the first native post offices in 
Nepal during the established time 
period. Official "dak" was the first 
type, and it was carried without fee . 
(My earliest such official pre-stamp 
covers with native postmarks are dated 
in April 1879). Another type was 
public mail (Mahasul Chukti) in 
which the senders had to pay the 
postal service fees in advance. This 
information was indicated by a hand-
written endorsement on the pre-stamp 
cover. Mahasul Cbukti mail was pro-
cessed through the first post offices as 
early as December 1879 according to 
my oldest such cover. The third type 
was stamped mail. The first usage of 
Nepal postage stamps to indicate pay-
ment of postal charges was in 1881, 
which falls within the time period 
Janua ry 1977 
qualifying a native post office as being 
one of the first post offices. A number 
of new post offices were opened when 
the first stamps of Nepal were issued 
that year.5 

JI/$ 

There were several different types of 
postmarks (as well as in transit marks 
and receiving marks) used by the first 
native post offices during the estab-
lished time period. Generally, they can 
be classified as follows: 

1. Manuscript 
2. Circular 
3. Rectangular 

It should be noted that some of the 
early postmarks during this period 
were manuscript provisional markings. 
Such handwritten postmarks, accord-
ing to W. C. Hellrigl, are quite rare as 
they were in use only a very short time 
until mechanical devices could be sup-
plied to the post offices. Many inter-
esting combinations of manuscript 
postmarks and mechanical receiving 
marks exist. I know of covers with the 
following manuscript types: 

Type 1. Single line handwritten 
postmark showing the date 
plus the day of the week. 
(Chisapani Gadhi, 1879) 

Type 2. Single line handwritten 
postmark showing the 
town, the date, and the 
day of the week. (Thada 
Gadhi, 1880) 

Type 3. Single line handwritten 
postmark showing the date 
only. (Baitadi, 1881) 

Type 4. Two line handwritten post-
mark showing the town 
written above the date, 
and with a line drawn be-
tween them. (Taulihawa, 
1881) 
5. The earliest date of usage of a stamped cover is one with Scott # 1 postmarked May 5, 
1881. It is in the Vignol a collection and is recorded in ''Asia's Stamp and Coin 
Monthly," June 1967. 
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Type 5. Two line handwritten post­
mark showing the town 
written above the date 
without a line drawn be­
tween them. (Silagadhi, 
1879) 

Type 6. Two line handwritten post­
mark showing the town 
written above the date, and 
with lines drawn under 
both the town and the 
date. (Taulihawa, 1881) 

Type 7. Two line handwritten post­
mark with seal beside it 
(probably to verify the 
handwritten postmark). 
(Taulihawa, 1881) 

No doubt, other variations of the early 
provisional manuscript postmarks 
exist. Although there was apparently 
no uniform procedure to be followed, 
most such markings included the name 
of the town and the date. 

The majority of postmarks used by 
the first native post offices were cir­
cular handstamps of different sizes and 
22 
types. They may be classified as fol­
lows: 

Type 8. Town name above date 
(Nepal, 1879) . 

Type 9. Year above town name, 
above month and day 
(Dang Salyan, 1879) . 

Type 10. Town name above month 
and day, above year 
(Doti, 1879). 

Type I 1 . Postmarks with horizontal 
lines separating town 
name and date. Such 
postmarks may have one, 
two, or three horizontal 
lines separating town 
name from date (Palpa, 
1879). 

Type 12. Town name in large let­
ters and with handwritten 
d a t e (Hanumannagar, 
1879). 

Type 13. Town name in large let­
ters and with handwritten 
date, but with horizontal 
line separating town from 
date (Kalaiya, 1880). 

Type 14. Town name in large let-
Stampless cover with combination manuscript postmark and seal (Type 7) from 
Talihawa to Kathmandu, July 7, 1881. 
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Stampless cover with circular postmark (Type 9) with variety. Month and day of 
month not separated the same way on bottom line as in regular Type 9. From 
Piuthan to Kathmac:du, Feb. 27, 1882. 
ters on two lines, but 
usually with handwritten 
date next to it (Chisa­
gadhi, 1880) .6 

Another type of postmark used 
during this time period was a rec­
tangular handstamp. 

Type 15. Town name in large let­
ters above a handwrtten 
date, separated by a hori­
zontal line (Rangeli , 
1881). 

We believe, through the foregoing, 
that we have established a logical time 
period which qualifies a post office as 
belonging to that select group of 
native post offices first opened in 
Nepal. Given this period, March 14, 
1879 through April 13, 1882, we, as 
mentioned previously, can now list 32 
24 
post offices that were in existence at 
this time; but believe the list can be 
increased. Below, we have classified 
the various types of postmarks used by 
the native post offices in this period. 
Manuscript Postmarks 
1879 Silagadhi 
1880 Thada Gadhi 
1881 Baitadi 

(No handstamp postmarks of 
the above towns recorded 
during this period). 

Circular Postmarks 
1879 Chisapani Gadhi (Sisagadhi) 

Dailekh 
Doti 
Hanumannagar 
Kalaiya (Bara postmark used 

only in Kalaiya at first. 
W. C. Hellrigl advises that 
6. There is an example of this postmark in the Vignola collection with a manuscript boxed 
date written above the postmark. However, this variety does not fall into the established 
time period. 



Stampless cover with circular postmark and handwritten date (Type 13) From 
Kalayia (Bara) to Kathmandu, May 11, 1880. 
Kalaiya was the capitol of 
the Province of Bara) . 

Nepal (Kathmandu) 
Pal pa 
Pokhara 
Rau that 
Ridi 
Salyan 

1880 Banke 
Jaleswor 
Kanchanpur 
Piuthan 

1881 Bhagwanpur 
Butwal 
Dandeldhura 
Dhankuta 
Dolkha 
Gorkha 
Janakpur 
Jumla 
Lyanglyang 
Parasi 
Taulihawa 
Trisuli 

1882 Dhulikhel 
(Manuscript postmarks as 
well as circular postmarks 
January 1977 
used also by some of the 
above towns during this 
period). 

Rectangular Postmark 
1880 Rangeli 

The only other post offices that I 
know of that may have been 'first post 
offices' during the established time 
period are: 

BARDIA, BOJPUR, CHITWAN, 
DAHBAN, KADARBAN, OK­
HALDUNGA, SARLAHI, SIND­
HULI and SIRAHA 

Covers from these towns have been 
recorded by either W. C. Hellrigl or 
myself, but they are postmarked from 
1882 through 1889 - after the estab­
lished time period. 

Acknowledgements are due Dr. W. 
C. Hellrigl, Dr. F. E. Vignola and 
N. G. Rajkarnikar for their efforts in 
making this article possible. All were 
most willing to pass on their original 
research and philatelic knowledge on 
the subject as well as to correct my 
amateur attempt at translating my 
early covers. My thanks to them. 
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COLOMBIA 

Plating the "Cubiertas" of 1865 and 1867 

By Alex Rendon 

The meaning of "Cubierta" and its usage is explained in Mr. Ren­
don's previous article appearing in the May 1976 Collectors Club Phila­
telist (Page 169). 

Figures 1 through 3 show the plating characteristics for each position 
of the 3 "Cubiertas" dealt with in this article. The position of each stamp 
in the sheet has been numbered as follows: 

25c 1865 
50c 1867 

1 2 
3 4 
5 6 

50c 1865 
1 2 
3 4 
5 6 
7 8 
9 10 
ISSUE OF 1865 

This very first issue consisted of two 
denominations, 25c and 50c, litho­
graphed except for the flag which was 
handpainted in the national colors, 
yellow, blue and red. The lettering and 
part of the design were printed in 
brown and the remainder of the deco­
rations in yellow. Small imprint below 
the bottom frameline reads "Lito. de 
Ayala y Medrano Bogota 1865." The 
26 
25c "Cubierta" was for use on covers 
without contents ("Certificacion sin 
contenido") and the 50c was for 
covers with contents ("Certificacion 
con contenido"). Used 25c "Cubier­
tas" are quite rare. Apparently few 
people sent certified letters that did 
not contain valuables. The 25c was 
printed in sheets of 6 (2 x 3) and the 
50c in sheets of 10 (2 x 5). 
25 Centavos 

Pos. 1 - Small indentations on out­
side of top frameline above 
"E" of EST ADOS and 
"N" of UNIDOS. Small 
color dashes between "M" 
of COLOMBIA and top 
frameline. 

Pos. 2 - Depression in thick line 
over ruled background to 
the right of the "e" in 
"Salio de." 
Pos. 3 - Small dot between "L" of 
COLOMBIA and top 
frameline. Tiny dot just 
below top leg of second 
"S" of EST ADOS. 

Pos. 4 - Small white dot in top 
frameline above "A" of 
COLOMBIA. 

Pos. 5 - Small white dot in top 
frameline 25mm. from left 
corner. 
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Figure I. 25c 1865 issue. 
Pos. 6 - Diagonal white line cross­
ing top frameline 3mm. 
from left corner. Small dot 
and indentation in left 
frameline 12mm. from top 
corner. Square dot over 
third "i" of "Certificacion" 
is broken and it appears as 
a tiny dot and a triangle. 

50 Centavos 

Pas. 1 - Thin color line near top 
left corner connecting top 
and left framelines. Vert­
ical white line across 
brown background and 
"5" in left "50c" (in some 
copies this line is also visi­
ble in ornamental design at 
left of ruled background) . 
January 1977 
Pas. 2 - Two small projections on 
outside of top left corner, 
one upward and the other_ 
to the left. Color dot in 
ruled background, 9mm. 
from left and 21mm. from 
bottom framelines. Small 
projection on underside of 
bottom frameline, 4 7mm. 
from right corner. 

Pas. 3 - Color dot outside left 
frameline opposite "S" of 
"Salio de," 31mm. from 
top corner. Color dot be­
tween "C" and "O" of 
COLOMBIA. 

Pas. 4 - Dot and dash just above 
top right corner. Small dot 
inside top right corner, 
l .2mm. from top and 
27 
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Figure II. 50c 1865 issue. 
lmm. from right frame­
lines. Tiny dash in front of 
crossbar of "E" of EST A­
DOS. Color dot just below 
top tail of "D" of "DE" in 
" ... DE COLOMBIA." 

Pos. 5 - Second and third lines of 
ruled background inter­
rupted below "d" in "Salio 
de." Color dot in ruled 
background between fourth 
and fifth lines from bot­
tom, 2lmm. from left 
frameline (above "d" of 
"Medrano" imprint). 

Pos. 6 - Indentation inside left 
frame line 1 Omm. from top 
corner. Indentation and 
dot outside of left frame­
line 34.5mm. from top 
corner. Projection outside 
of left frameline 12mm. 
from bottom corner. In-
28 
dentation inside of top 
frameline 3mm. from right 
corner. 

Pos. 7 - Color dot between "L" 
and "O" of COLOMBIA. 

Pos. 8 - Right frameline has 2mm. 
interruption in front of 
"186 ... " Small dot just 
above and to the left of 
first "O" of COLOMBIA. 

Pos. 9 - Small dot in space between 
solid brown background of 
left "50c" and thin line, 
above "c" of "50c." 

Pos. 10 - Color dot just above "A" 
of EST ADOS. Indentation 
outside left frameline 
1 lmm. from top corner. 

ISSUE OF 1867 

50 Centavos. Printed in sheets of 6 
( 2 x 3) in black on white paper with 
handpainted flag. Small imprint below 
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Figure Ill. Issue of 1867. 
bottom frameline, at left, reads, "Lito. 
de Ayala Bogota." 
Pos. 1 - Black dot attached to un­

derside of crossbar of "A" 
of EST ADOS. Tiny dot 
inside "O" of UNIDOS at 
7 o'clock. 

Pos. 2 - Dot inside bottom loop of 
second "S" of EST ADOS. 
Dot in top left comer of 
wavy background. "O" of 
UNIDOS blunt at 2 
o'clock. 

Pos. 3 - Each of the left and right 
"5" of "50" has a black 
dot between its body and 
the thin line that surrounds 
it: the left "5" on the out­
side at 2 o'clock, the right 
"5" on the inside at top 
center. 
lll811 I I I I I I I

January 1977 
Pos. 4 - Small dot just to the bot­
tom and left of the "D" of 
ESTADOS. Small dot in­
side top loop of "S" of 
UNIDOS. 

Pos. 5 - Small dot outside top 
frameline over "S" of 
UNIDOS. Small break in 
"E" of EST ADOS where 
crossbar meets vertical 
line 

Pos. 6 - Small dot inside "O" of 
UNIDOS, at 2 o'clock. 
Small line across right foot 
of "N" of UNIDOS. Dot 
2mm. from top and 34mm. 
f r o m left framelines. 
Thickening on inside of 
"O" of left "50," at top, 
filling space between body 
and thin line. 
 II I! I ll81 
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THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
POSTAL FACILITIES AT ADEN 

By Murray A. M. Graham 

Continued from page 416, Vol. 55, No . 6, Nov. 1976 
"The Most Noble the Governor 
General in Council observes that, 
owing to the constant confusion, 
risk and harassment occasioned by 
the present arrangements in the 
Post Office at Aden, on account of 
its being five miles away from the 
harbour, it has been determined to 
remove the Post Office to Steamer 
Point, turning the present place into 
a receiving house. 

"His Lordship in Council, there­
fore, directs that a tabular state­
ment of the changes proposed may 
be submitted for the sanction of 
this Government." 
This Coghlan did on April 26th, 

prefacing it with the following com­
ment : 

"The following Tabular State­
ment exhibits the present and the 
proposed Establishment. The latter 
is made as low as is consistent with 
efficiency, and the small increase of 
Rupees Thirty three per mensem 
will relieve us of a vexing incon­
venience. 
The remainder of the letter is taken 
up by "the subject of the Post Master" 
and lastly, with the building of the new 
office at Steamer Point, for which 
Coghlan was going to ask the Execu­
tive Engineer to prepare a Plan and 
Estimate for sanction. This proposed 
establishment differed from the one 
that Coghlan submitted on March 13th 
1855 by the exclusion of a third clerk 
@ Rs.25 a month. It should be noted 
that the establishment existing in 1856 
was two peons less than that which 
Captain Hunter says the Aden Post 
Office had in January 1839! 

The next batch of correspondence 
on this topic opens with a letter to 
Coghlan on September 18th, from Dr. 
Impey, the current Postmaster General 
in Bombay. The letter shows, if it does 
little else, that Dr. Impey cannot have 
had much idea of what had been going 
on at Aden: 

"From several complaints which 
have b'een made to me· of the delay 
and inconvenience experienced by 
shipping in Aden Back Bay and the 
Present Establishment 
Num- Rate of Amount of 

her Pay Each 

Post Master 1 100/"/ " 100/"/ " 
Head Clerk 1 50/"/" 50/"/" 
2nd Do. 1 25/ "/" 25/"I" 
Peons 2 16/"/" 16/ "/ " 
Do. -

Total - 191/"/" 

Proposed Establishment Total 
Num- Rate of Amount of Increase 

her Pay Each Solicited 

1 100/"/ " 100/"/ " 
1 60/ "/ " 60/ "/" 10/ "/ " 
1 30/ "/ " 30/ " /" 5/ "/ " 
2 9/ "/" 18/"/" 2/"/" 
2 8/"/ " 16/ "/" 16/"/ " 

224/"I" 33/ "/" 



Aden · Post oftlce boy 

Aden - Post Office Bay (Misspelled Boy on the card). 
Residents at Steamer Point in 
having to send several miles to post 
and receive their overland and 
other letters and also in frequently 
losing the advantage of the unavoid­
able detentions of Steamers &c, it 
appears to me that it would be most 
desirable that a Post Office should 
be established at Steamer Point 
where the mails could in the first 
instance be opened and sorted and 
the necessary letters removed. 

"I addressed the Post Master on 
the subject a few mails ago and he 
has acquainted me that it is under 
discussion by you and I should be 
obliged by any information you 
possess on this point and can afford 
to me. 

"It strikes me that more than a 
mere Receiving House is required, 
in fact a Post Office, but it will be 
necessary before submitting the 
question to the Director General 
and Government of India for sanc­
tion, that I should have some 
particulars, such as the number of 
houses and residents at present at 
Steamer Point and generally in-
January 1977 
habited, the number of vessels 
ordinarily in harbour &c, which I 
should be obliged by your supplying 
me with." 
Coghlan replied politely enough on 

October 19th to this request for in­
formation that was already available 
in either Bombay or Calcutta and 
forwarded a, "copy of the entire cor­
respondence which has passed between 
this Residency and the Government of 
Bombay on the subject of the transfer 
of the Post Office to Steamer Point, 
which contains all the information you 
require." Dr lmpey wrote (December 
2nd) thanking Coghlan for his "com­
pilation of correspondence regarding 
the removal of the Post Office at Aden 
to Steamer Point," and told him that 
"I have made an immediate reference 
to the Off. Director General to obtain 
the sanction of Government of India 
to the erection of a Postal Office at 
Steamer Point as proposed by you." 

Unknown to Coghlan, the new Offi­
ciating Director General (Mr. Paton) 
had already written to Hart on Sep­
tember 18th, part of which (that deal­
ing with the Post Master) is quoted 
31 



earlier. I now quote the unwelcome 
part that dealt with the Establishment: 

"Unless the rate of wages has of 
late increased at Steamer Point, it 
may not be considered necessary to 
increase the salaries of the writer or 
peons by their having to reside as 
formerly at that place, and if order­
lies be required to attend at the 
Post Office agreeably to Section 34 
of the Post Office Rules to receive 
Soldiers' and Sepoys' letters, it may 
not be necessary to increase the 
number of peons. 

"The Post Office at Aden is 
scarcely a source of any revenue to 
the Indian Post Office. The Steam 
Postage is almost the only postage 
collected there, and it is credited to 
Her Majesty's Government. 

"I may take this opportunity to 
observe that if there be accomoda­
tion for the Post Office in the build­
ing where the Assistant Resident 
now holds his Office, I would beg 
to be allowed to suggest that it be 
held there in place of the State 
being put to the expense of Rupees 
3582 for a new or special building 
for the purpose." 
It was not until the 23rd of Decem­

ber 1856 that Hart got around to 
forwarding Paton's letter to Aden. In 
it he asked Coghlan to be "good 
enough to favor Government with your 
opinion as to the practicability of the 
revised proposition made by Mr. 
Paton." Quite predictably, Coghlan 
reacted strongly to Paton's "revised 
proposition." He made this abundantly 
clear in his reply to Hart (January 
21st 1857): 

"I cannot concur with Mr. Paton 
that as the Aden Post Office is not 
a source of any considerable amount 
of Revenue to the Government of 
India, it may therefore be con­
ducted with an inferior establish­
ment and be accomodated with an 
inferior building such as a Police 
Chowkry, or Office; the same 
32 
reasoning would reduce every De­
partment in Aden, for no revenue 
is derived from any of them. 

"Except from the Post Office 
which pays to Her Majesty's Gov­
ernment about £2400 a year, 
while its expenses defrayed by the 
Government of India amount to 
about £307 annually.1 

"The duties of the Post Master at 
Aden are not so light as the Offi­
ciating Director General appears to 
think they are; the Aden delivery is 
small, but the receipt & shipment of 
so many mails monthly requires 
constant attention, & if the duty is 
to be properly performed, a proper 
establishment must be provided. 

"With respect to Establishments, 
I should prefer to leave the Post 
Master to state his own opinion. I 
am sure Mr. Rassam will not exag­
gerate his case - his letter dated 
the 19th Instant accompanies. 

"With respect to accornodation I 
am of the opinion that two offices 
are necessary, one at the Point and 
one in Aden - it matters not which 
is called "Head" and which the 
"Branch." But two offices there 
ought to be, and a sufficient estab­
lishment common to both to be 
employed, at the discretion of the 
Post Master, in either. 

"The Post Office should have the 
means of delivering all letters; in 
this climate and in this Garrison 
where the duty is so heavy the em­
ployment of Regimental Orderlies 
to fetch letters from an office 5 
Miles distant is out of the question. 

"Nor can the Post Office at the 
Point be combined with the Police 
Office or Station - the Police Office 
consists of a cutcha building con­
taining two small rooms and it is 
not adapted for such a purpose. 

"It would be a measure of 
economy as well as of efficiency if a 
proper Post Office were erected at 
Aden Cantonment instead of the 
1. Apparently the Brigadier's indignation got the better of his English here. I suggest he was 
trying to say that the Aden Post Office was the only Department there that made a profit 
- the galling part was that the "Home" Governmen was the only beneficiary! 



House in the Town which is at 
present rented for that purpose, and 
which costs Government 30 Rupees 
oer month." 
Rassam's letter had this to say: 

" . . . the Officiating Director 
General very much underrates the 
work of the Aden Post Office as 
well as the amount of revenue de­
rived from it. 

"We shall soon have as many as 
six Outward and six Inward mails a 
month, besides occasional Ship 
Mails. This is on an average nearly 
one every alternate day. It is true 
that on the intermediate days the 
clerks have not a great deal to do, 
but when Steamers are in harbour 
they are worked night and day and 
have more to do than they could 
accomplish for a continuance. 

"There is I gather from the public 
prints a probability of a new line 
being put on by the Peninsular and 
Oriental Steam Navigation Com­
pany, but even should the rumour 
not prove correct, I know not how 
the work is to be conducted with 
the present establishment if a por­
tion of it be located at Steamer 
Point. 

It is hardly possible that Regi­
mental Orderlies can be sent thither, 
a distance of 5 Miles and it is quite 
certain that the two peons now at­
tached to the Post Office will be 
inadequate to the delivery of letters 
in Camp. 

"It is true that the Indian Gov­
ernment does not derive a large 
revenue from the Post Office, 
nevertheless this does not make the 
work of this Office less. On an 
average of the last two years, as 
much as £2395/ 19/ 10112 per 
annum was realized, whereas the 
expense of the Establishment barely 
amounted to one eighth of that sum. 
Under these circumstances would it 
not be very appropriate if Her 
Majesty's Government, which de­
rives nearly all the profit, should 
defray part of the expenses of the 
Aden Post Office. 

" In perceiving the necessity of an 
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Office at Steamer Point, it must not 
be imagined that the one in the 
town can be dispensed with. On the 
contrary, both are necessary, that at 
the Point will answer very much the 
character of a Packet Agency and 
General Office for receiving and dis­
patching Mail. 

"The amount of labour entailed 
on this department by the multipli­
cation of Steamers has so greatly in­
creased, that an additional Clerk to 
be permanently located at Steamer 
Point is an absolute necessity 
whether a Post Office be established 
there or not, in order to receive the 
mail from one Steamer and tranship 
them, and grant necessary receipts . 

"It is impossible to make use of 
the Police Office at Steamer Point 
as a Post Office, as it is barely large 
enough for the purpose for which 
it is built. Moreover its materials 
(reed mats & timber) are too in­
flammable to render it a fit place in 
which to keep Her Majesty's Mails." 
Besides allowing for the appoint-

ment of an official whose sole re­
sponsibility was to be the Post Office 
and thereby closing the period when 
its control was somebody's subsidiary 
job, we find that the Resolution of 
May 22nd 1857 also allowed for an 
increase in the Aden Post Office Estab­
lishment and the building of a new 
Post Office at Steamer Point : 

"The Director General further 
proposes with a view to render the 
Post Office subordinate Establish­
ment efficient, to incur a permanent 
additional charge of Rupees 33 a 
month as specified below, the propo­
sitions involving a permanent in­
crease of Rupees 133. 

Present Proposed 
Head Clerk . . . . 50 60 
2d. ditto . . . . . . . 25 30 
2 Peons @ 8 to 9 16 18 
2 Assist. Do. @ 8 ____ ,,__16-,----

91 124 
91 

Increase 33 
"He likewise solicits sanction to 

the expenditure of Rupees 3,600 
33 



for the erection of a Post Office at 
Steamer Point, and to the temporary 
charge not exceeding 35 Rupees a 
month as house-rent, until the new 
Post Office can be built. 

''To the propositions above 
noticed the Director General for 
strengthening the Post Office Estab­
lishment at a permanent additional 
charge of Rupees 133, and renting a 
house at a cost of 35 Rupees per 
mensem, for so long as the new 
Post Office is not completed - the 
Right Hon'ble the Governor Gen­
eral in Council has been pleased to 
accord his sanction." 
Then on January 11th 1858 Lieu­

tenant H. Wilkins, the Executive 
Engineer, Aden, wrote to Coghlan: 

"I have the honor to inform you 
that the new Post Office at Steamer 
Point with its outbuildings is com­
plete. I have desired the Deputy 
Post Master to take charge of the 
same." 

It, no doubt, was "the building of 
mud and plaster" mentioned by 
Hunter (op. cit.). However, both the 
building and the establishment were 
soon found to be unequal to the ever 
increasing load placed upon them, 
judging from the lengthy appeal (Feb. 
25, 1859) sent to Coghlan by the new 
Postmaster General in Bombay, a Mr. 
David Leighton : 

"It appearing from reports re­
ceived from my predecessor, who 
examined the Aden Post Office on 
his way home, that some difficulties 
are experienced in its management, 
I have the honor to address you on 
the subject in the hope that you will 
have the goodness to render me 
such assistance as may be in your 
power towards placing the Office on 
a proper footing, as without your 
aid it would be difficult for me to 
arrange for its efficient working -
it being so far removed from my 
control. 

"The points noted by Dr. Impey 
are the following: 

1stly. The insufficiency of its 
present establishment at Steamer 
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Point, when the Homeward and 
Outward, and Australian Steamers 
arrive at Aden simultaneously. 

2ndly. The difficulty experienced 
in ascertaining the actual hour of 
departure of the Steamers, timely 
information not being afforded by 
the Captains or Admiralty Agents 
of the Vessels. 

3rdly. The bad arrangements for 
landing the Mails and conveying 
them to the Post Office. 

4thly. The bad arrangements for 
the conveyance of the Mails from 
Steamer Point to the Camp. 

5thly. The urgent necessity for a 
new Post Office at Steamer Point, 
the present building being unsited 
/ sic/ , and in a very bady state of 
repair. 

6thly. The want of Office furni­
ture at Both Camp and Point 
Offices. 

"As regards the 1st point "In­
sufficiency of Establishment," it 
seems to me simply impossible to 
give the Aden Post Office such an 
establishment that it should be 
thoroughly efficient and able to 
work rapidly when two or more 
Steamers ccime together into the 
Port - for half the month at least, 
the Post Master and his men / would 
have/ nothing to do, and Govern­
ment would never consent to enter­
tain a large staff of clerks who 
would be perfectly idle half the 
time. 

"I cannot help thinking that a 
little more method would alleviate 
the difficulties seen by Dr. lmpey. 
There are, I apprehend, in the Aden 
Mail Boxes, three classes of letters, 
viz. 

One for the Residents at Aden 
Point. 
Another for Residents in Camp. 

And a third for non-Residents. 
The letters should therefore be as 
quickly as possible divided into 
these three separate classes. 

"The first class must contain very 
few letters, and could be readily 
delivered. The second, it would 
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probably be best to send away in a 
lump to the Camp Office there to be 
re-sorted, and here it may perhaps 
be in your power to render assist­
ance by lending a clerk for a few 
hours to help in the sorting of the 
letters, and peons to aid in their 
delivery. If you cannot arrange for 
this on the arrival of every Steamer, 
I trust you will be able to do so, at 
all events, on the arrival of Steamers 
from England. The letters by the 
Homeward Mails, i.e. from India 
for Aden, are not probably so nu­
merous as those by the Outward 
Mails from England, and it's, there­
fore, only for the sorting and de­
livery of these last, that the loan of 
a clerk and peons are solicited. 

"After the letters for Camp have 
been got away from the Point, 
which should be done as quickly as 
possible, the third class of letters, 
i.e. for non-Residents, should be 
sorted alphabetically and be put 
away in lettered pigeonholes, and if 
the letters of this class were very 
numerous it would obviously facili­
tate their delivery if there were two 
series of lettered pigeonholes, one 
for letters arriving from the East­
ward and the other for letters ar­
riving from the Westward. 

"I conclude that such pigeon 
holes could be made up without 
much difficulty, but as there appears 
to be a scarcity of carpenters and 
other workmen in Aden, I should 
esteem it a favour if you would 
allow the Post Master there to be 
supplied. with a carpenter for the 
purpose of getting these receptacles 
for letters made up, that is, if the 
Office at Steamer Point is not 
already supplied with a sufficient 
number of them. 

"It would seem that the Post 
Master complained to my predeces­
sor that, from an insufficiency of 
hands to sort letters when two 
Steamers were in together, he can­
not get his Mails out quick, and, 
therefore, receives unmeasured 
abuse especially from the Aus­
tralian passengers and shipping 
anuary 1977 
which he finds it difficult to put up 
with. But with a little contrivance 
of the above kind, I am satisfied 
there ought to be no difficulty in 
delivering to passers by any letters 
which had arrived before them, and 
where two Steamers come into Port 
simultaneously the Post Master 
should take a decided course and 
civilly inform passengers that the 
letters received by those Steamers 
could not be delivered for so many 
hours. 

"If it is out of your power to lend 
a clerk and peons to aid in the sort­
ing and delivery of letters on the 
arrival of the Mails from England, 
I shall be glad to know whether 
you consider the present Post Office 
Staff at Aden sufficient for the 
duties devolving on it, or whether 
the entertainment of another clerk 
is requisite. I shall also feel much 
obliged by your informing me 
whether in your opinion, consider­
ing the place, the expenses of living 
there and the average rate of wages 
received by clerks at Aden, the 
sa !ary of Rupees 100 allowed to the 
Post Master is adequate remunera­
til•n. Dr. Impey speaks of the Post 
Master and his clerk having been 
up all night sorting letters as if it 
were a great grievance, but it is 
plain that in an office of that kind, 
the Post Master must be content to 
take the rough with the smooth; 
one day he has nothing to do and 
the next day, no doubt, he has too 
much to do. I do not see how this 
can be avoided, but I shall be ready 
to propose that his pay and that of 
his clerks be increased if it can be 
shown that there has been an in­
crease in the work, and that in 
comparison with the salaries al­
lowed in other departments at Aden 
the Post Office establishment is 
underpaid. 

"I now come to the 2nd point 
noted by Dr. Impey - "want of 
timely information of the departure 
of vessels" - On this subject, I 
have addressed the Agent of the P. 
and 0. Company in Bombay, who 
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in reply writes "due notice is always 
given of the probable hour of de­
parture of the Steamer at Aden, but 
owing to the heavy coaling work at 
that Port, and the nature of the 
tides, the exact hour of leaving can­
not be fixed, and this I believe lies 
at the bottom of the complaint as 
the Steamers are frequently detained 
unavoidably two or three hours 
after the time fixed for starting. 

"The late Post Master, Mr. Potts, 
who returned by the last Steamer, 
has informed me that notice of the 
intended hour of departure was 
always given on the arrival of each 
Steamer at Aden, and that he in­
variably sent up a written notice to 
Camp without delay, so that it 
would appear that Dr. Impey was 
misinformed on this subject. He 
does not state by whom the com­
plaint was made, but as the Post 
Master had no cause to complain, 
it was, most probably, preferred by 
some resident in Camp. 

"It appears to me that Residents 
in Camp ought to be pretty well 
able to judge, on the arrival of a 
vessel, the time which they have left 
for closing their letters, even with­
out being furnished with a written 
notice of the intended hour of de­
parture. For each vessel has, I 
believe, to coal there, and this 
operation occupies never less than 
six, and more generally from eight 
to ten hours. At any rate six hours 
detention may be reckoned on as 
certain, and as the approach of 
each Steamer is notified in the 
Camp by signal, or gun, according 
as it arrives by day or night, each 
Resident must be well aware that he 
has six hours left to him to finish 
his letters, and surely that time 
ought to be sufficient. 

"Mr. Potts states that you never 
complained yourself about want of 
timely information of the departure 
of Steamers, but that, though the 
postal notice was despatched to 
Camp immediately on the arrival of 
each Steamer, complaints of the 
shortness of time allowed were 
36 
made by other Residents. There 
are, of course, persons in all parts 
of the world who will put off their 
letter writing to the last moment, 
and who would not be satisfied or 
be in time even if they received a 
36 hour notice, and I conceive that 
it was some one of this class who 
complained to Dr. lmpey. As far as 
I can learn there would appear to 
be no good grounds for the com­
plaint. 

"However I am under an impres­
sion that the hour of each Steamer's 
departure is more or less fixed by 
you in communication with the 
Captain or Admiralty Agent, and I 
cannot, therefore, doubt that you 
would be most willing, as soon as 
the hour is fixed , to adopt such 
means as may be requisite for its 
being promptly notified to the Resi­
dents in Camp. 

"With regard to the 3rd point 
noted by my predecessor, Viz. "the 
landing and shipping of the Mails," 
it would appear that Dr. Impey was 
misinformed on the matter. He has 
stated that the Captains of the ves­
sels and Admiralty Agents raise 
objections to landing the Mails, 
urging that it is the duty of the Post 
Office, and he recommends that a 
boat be kept by the Postal Depart­
ment for the express purpose of 
landing and shipping the Mails. 
Now Mr. Potts informs me that on 
no occasion was ever any objection 
raised, but that the Admiralty 
Agent, or, in the absence of such 
Officer, one of the Officers of the 
Ship always brought the Mail boxes 
to this Office, and took them from 
it without making the slightest diffi­
culty to so doing. 

"The P. and 0. Company are 
bound by their contract to provide 
a boat for the conveyance of the 
Mails to and from the shore, which 
fact Dr. Impey seems to have over­
looked when proposing that there 
should be a Post Office boat for that 
purpose. The Post Office must be 
careful not to take any steps which 
could be construed into acknowledg-



ing an obligation to land or ship 
the Mails. 

"The conveyance of the Mails 
from the shore to the Post Office 
and vice versa is another matter. 
The Admiralty Agent is bound to 
deliver the Mails at the Office, and 
to receive them from it, but I con­
ceive the Post Office must afford 
him the means of so doing. Up to 
the present no charge on this ac­
count would seem to have been 
incurred by my Department, but if 
requisite, a contract could be 
entered into with one of the Post 
Office clerks, or any other person 
who would engage to have coolies 
or camels always ready to carry the 
boxes to and from the shore on the 
arrival and departure of the 
Steamer by day or night. 

"The conveyance of the Mails 
from Steamer Point to the Camp 
and vice versa would seem to be on 
a bad footing. I see no objection to 
contracting with one of the clerks 
of the Post Office for the duty, if 
the Post Master will take care to 
see that the work is honestly and 
fairly performed and that the rate 
of hire is such that as to give a 
reasonable profit, and not as Dr. 
Impey says it is now, an exorbitant 
one. 

"On the subject of a new Post 
Office at Steamer Point stated by 
Dr. Impey to be urgently necessary, 
I have addressed the Bombay Gov­
ernment who will , doubtless, issue 
the necessary instructions to the 
Engineer Authorities at Aden. 

"It would seem that office furni­
ture is required both at the Office at 
Steamer Point, as well as in the one 
in Camp. There appear to be no 
small presses to stand on a table 
with two little drawers and 24 
partitions for the letters of the 
alphabet for the safe custody of 
letters which are kept in deposit, 
and stamping boards are also want­
ing. The Post Master should get 
these made up, if possible, at Aden, 
but if they cannot be made there, I 
will supply them from Bombay. 
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"Dr. Impey reports that the Post 
Master and his clerks pay them­
selves out of the postage collections, 
and draw whatever more is re­
quired over and above the collec­
tions to make up their salaries from 
the Treasury. This is a most irreg­
ular proceeding; all collections 
ought to be paid in weekly, or on 
any day when the Treasury is 
opened, and the pay of the Estab­
lishment ought to be drawn sepa­
rately from such transactions. I 
have addressed the Accountant 
General on the matter, and have 
requested him to authorize the Es­
tablishment drawing its pay in an­
ticipation of audit. 

"In conclusion, I trust that my 
anxiety to place the postal govern­
ments at Aden on such a footing as 
to benefit the community of the 
place will prove sufficient apology 
for my troubling you on matters not 
properly coming within the sphere 
of your duties. When the working 
of a Post Office is not carried on 
with method or efficiently, the 
public suffer, and it is to prevent 
this that I apply to you for assist­
ance, and I have taken the liberty of 
directing the Post Master to wait 
upon you for the purpose of re­
ceiving your instructions on the 
points noted in this letter, and for 
any others which appear to you 
calculated to ensure the Post Office 
duties being more expeditiously and 
more correctly carried on." 
Captain Playfair, the Assistant 

Political Resident, sent Leighton's 
letter (March 7, 1859) to the Post 
Master, Waller, under cover of a letter 
in which he listed briefly the questions 
that Leighton wanted answered, 
crisply ending his letter with this 
admonition, "You will naturally adopt 
the course suggested by the Post 
Master General for the payment of 
your establishment."! 

Waller's answers to these questions 
were sent to Playfair four days later: 

"In reply to your queries regard­
ing the Post Office management 
here, I beg to offer the following: 
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"If the Political Resident could 
spare a clerk to assist on the arrival 
of the Mails in sorting the letters in 
Camp, it would facilitate their de­
livery there. But as the whole of the 
letters have to be looked over at the 
Point office in order to select the 
letters for the Point residents · and 
also those of the non-residents, it 
occurs to me that, during the opera­
tion, it would be comparatively 
easy to divide the rest of the letters 
at once, according to the depart­
ments they are intended for, and so 
send them to the Camp office, to be 
distributed by the clerk there. 

"I have no lettered pigeon holes 
of the kind mentioned here, and as 
I apprehend there would be some 
difficulty in getting proper ones 
made at Aden, I would suggest that 
they be sent up from Bombay. 

"As it is necessary to sort the 
Mails on their arrival and dispatch 
them to Camp quick, I think an­
other clerk at the Point office would 
be very necessary to accomplish 
this, more especially when two 
Mails arrive at the same time, and a 
Mail to be made up, or to meet 
cases of illness. 

"The present arrangement for 
sending the Mail to and from Camp 
is by Horse. A Mail sometimes ar­
rives when the horse is in Camp, 
waiting to bring down the Aden 
Mail, in which case another horse 
has to be employed, when one per­
haps cannot . be had without con­
siderable difficulty and delay, or 
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probably not at an. 1 think the 
arrangement for the Mails to and 
from Camp by Contract is objec­
tionable. 

"First, if given to one of the Post 
Office clerks it might distract his 
attention from his office duties at 
the very time he is particularly re­
quired. 

"Second, at the time the Mail is 
required to be conveyed, the con­
tractor's horse may be employed on 
private work, or tired out from such 
recent employment. The present 
expense of conveying the Mails to 
and from Camp is about Rs.30 per 
mensem and no contractor I appre­
hend would undertake it for that, 
without the prospect of employing 
his horse during the interval, and 
so rendering him unfit when he may 
be required to convey the Mail. I 
should therefore suggest that two 
Somalle / Somali/ horses and a 
light mail cart should be purchased 
by Government, and maintained for 
the conveyance of the Mails to and 
from Camp. 

"I should recommend that the 
office furniture mentioned should be 
sent up from Bombay, as it would 
be difficult to get them properly 
done here. 

"The payment of the establish­
ment as suggested by the Post 
Master General will be adopted. 

"Statement of Letters and News­
papers received from and dispatched 
to the following places during the 
months July to December 1858. 
Inwards Outwards 
Letters Papers Letters Papers 

Bombay 
Calcutta 
Australia 
Mauritius 
Europe 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL 

11877 2844 
2039 1557 

157 129 
112 66 

5585 5316 
1153 813 

20923 10725 

8974 800 
1471 176 

143 17 
638 952 

10898 536 
1241 350 

23365 2831 

Detailed Statement of the Aden Post Office Establishment for the 
years 1849 & 1859. 



Number Designation Establishment 
in 1849 

1 Head Clerk Rs.SO 
1 Second Clerk 2S 
1 Third Clerk 
2 Peons @ Rs.9 
2 Peons @ Rs.8 16 

TOTAL Rs.91 

Establishment Proposed 
in 18S9 Establishment 
Rs.60 Rs.70 Rs.10 

30 40 10 
3S 3S 

18 18 
16 16 

Rs.124 Rs.179 Rs.SS 
---
Coghlan incorporated the informa­
tion given to him by Waller in his 
reply (March 16, 18S9) to Leighton : 

" ... The first point noticed is the 
insufficiency of the establishment. I 
quite agre with Dr. lmpey if, as I 
gather from your letter, he recom­
mends an increase to it. I have not 
ceased to do so for years past, but 
after a lengthened correspondence I 
succeeded only in obtaining a slight 
increase to the Clerks' pay, and the 
entertainment of two additional 
peons. I then advocated a third 
clerk and I am still of the opinion 
that until this increase be sanc­
tioned, efficiency cannot be attained . 

"I think you under-rate the work 
devolving on the Post Office; the 
total number of regular mails made 
up during the month from or to 
Europe, India, Mauritius and Aus­
tralia is twenty two thus, and if 
extra steamer ship mails &c be 
counted, this number will be much 
higher and there is every reason to 
believe that ere very long the 
average will be one every day. 

"The monthly number of covers 
received into and issued from the 
Post Office on an average of the 
last six months is a follows -

Outwards - 4,366 
Inwards - S,274 
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but this does not represent more 
than the postal service of the place, 
and the trouble incurred in receiv­
ing and transhipping mails "in 
transitu," attending to Steamer pas­
sengers &c, is not shown by these 
figures . 

"It is quite impossible for me to 
render the Post Office any assist­
ance by lending part of my estab­
lishment, which is at all times fully 
employed and frequently over­
worked on the arrival of steamers. 

"I would therefore suggest that 
an increase to the postal establish­
ment be sanctioned according to the 
subjoined scale, which for the sake 
of comparison I have constructed 
with the present establishment, and 
that allowed ten years ago, when 
the work was less than one quarter 
of what it now is, and when there 
was only one office open. 

"This proposed establishment is 
an increase of Rs.88 over that 
sanctioned when the Post Office was 
first established / in our view, Brig­
adier Coghlan has made a mistake 
here; he meant to say ten years ago, 
i.e. in 1849. Otherwise the table 
would be wrong too. A post office 
(of sorts) was we know established, 
under military control, in 1839, 
twenty years before/ and mark the 
Number 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 

Destination 
Post Master 
Head Clerk 
2nd Clerk 
Peons@ Rs.9 
Peons @ Rs.8 
Total Rupees 

Amount 
1849 

100/ " / " 
SO/"/" 
2S/ " / " 

16/" / " 
191/"/" 

18S9 
100/"/" 
60/"/" 
30/"/" 
18/"/" 
16/"/" 

224/"/" 
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difference - Aden was thert a petty 
village with very little trade and 
with only monthly communication 
between Europe and India. Now it 
has a population of 25,000, and a 
trade of a million and a quarter 
sterling per annum. Mail Steamers 
arrive on an average every alter­
nate day and, in addition to these, 
merchants vessels, whose aggregate 
burden exceeds one lac / 100,000/ 
of tons per annum, frequent the 
Port. 

"The most rigid economist can 
hardly argue that the increase I ad­
vocate is disproportionate to the 
necessity. 

"With reference to your sugges­
tions for sorting the letters, I do not 
think that any considerable saving 
would result from their adoption. 
All letters must be to a certain 
extent arranged at the Point to as­
certain to which of the three classes 
they belong, and it involves little 
extra labor to complete the work 
and send them up to the Camp 
office ready sorted. The pigeon 
holes would doubtless be useful and 
together with the office furniture as 
is required could be procured or 
made in Aden . 

"Regarding the 8th para of your 
letter, I need say little. The abuse 
which the post master complains of 
is doubtless highly unpleasant, but 
it might be averted by the exercise 
of a judicious firmness on his part 
and by atention to the course you 
have suggested. I have already 
several times advised the Postmaster 
on this head. 

"Regarding para 10 of your let­
ter, I would observe that there are 
sometimes errors on both sides. I 
need not do more than instance 
what occured on the arrival of two 
of the latest Mails at Aden. The 
Steamer "Ganges" arrived from 
Bombay on the 5th Instant, and the 
Admiralty Agent verbally reported 
to the Post Master that the Steamer 
would leave at 5 a. m. on the fol­
lowing day. The latter closed the 
Mails at 10 o'clock of the night of 
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arrival which appears to me to have 
been an unnecessarily early hour. 
Again the Steamer "Candia" ar­
rived from Calcutta on the 13th 
Instant, the Admiralty Agent in­
formed the Post Master that the 
vessel would leave at 8 p. m. and a 
Public notification was issued ac­
cordingly. He subsequently changed 
the hour to 5 p. m. which necessi­
tated a second notice being issued. 
These mistakes will occur some­
times in spite of the best arrange­
ments, but I do not attach much 
importance to them. I do not think 
that those persons who habitually 
delay posting their letters till the 
latest safe hour are deserving of 
much sympathy if they occasionally 
suffer. The hour for closing the 
mails is always fixed by the Post 
Master after receiving the report of 
the Admiralty Agent, and I have no 
control whatever over the arrange­
ment; my letters are never late. 

"Dr. Impey is, as you observe, in 
error in recommending a boat to be 
kept for landing the mails; these are 
always brought on shore and taken 
off by the boats of the Steamers. 
The distance between the landing 
place and the Post Office is very 
trifling and it would be no great 
hardship were the Peons required 
to carry the Boxes thither. 

"There are, in my opinion, ob­
jections to entrusting the duty of 
transporting the mails to and from 
Camp to Post Office employees. 
The better plan would be to pur­
chase or hire two camels; one of 
which should be stationed in Camp 
and the other at the Point ready for 
any emergency. 

"I cannot see that there will be 
any difficulty in obtaining whatever 
furniture may be required by the 
Post Office. It may be a little more 
expensive than in Bombay, but it is 
procurable. 

"The only question now remain­
ing is that of the Building called a 
Post Office at the Point - it is in­
sufficient and must be enlarged. It 
sometimes / happens/ that a Mail 



for Mauritius or Galle is detained 
by accident to the Steamer and is 
left here. This has several times 
occured and I can myself bear 
witness to the inconvenience which 
the Postmaster experiences on such 
occasions. The principal room, 
small for ordinary work, is totally 
inadequate for a hundred or two 
hundred boxes. Mails for absent 
ships of the Royal, or the Indian 
Navy, or merchant vessels accumu­
late; the stream of passengers is 
constant and increasing, many let­
ters for them are left here and th~ 
enquiry at the Office window is dis­
tracting. Improved accommodation 
is therefore a necessity, and I think 
the best plan will be at once to 
erect a substantial Office with rooms 
suitable for the residence of the 
Postmaster. 

"In concluding this long report I 
beg leave to assure you of my 
anxious desire to further the effi­
ciency of your department at Aden, 
and that I will at all times cheer­
fully afford you any assistance in 
my power." 

Leighton's reply (August 19th) 
showed that Coghlan's "long report" 
had at last brought about a change of 
heart in India and recognition that 
something positive needed to be done 
about the Aden Post Office. However 
the "false economists" managed once 
again to score a partial victory; Leigh­
ton expressing his fear that "the erec­
tion of a new building for the Post 
Office must lie over." 

"I have the honor now . . . to 
inform you that the establishment 
detailed below has been sanctioned 
by the Government of India for the 
Aden Post Office under date the 
17th June last, No. 5178 in the 
Financial Department: 
Deputy Post Master .. Rs.250/"/ " 
Head Clerk . . . . . . . . 70/"/" 

2nd do . . . . . . . . 40 /" /" 
3rd do . . . . . . . . 35 /" /" 

2 Peons . . . . . . . . . . . 18 /" /" 
2 do . . . . . . . . . . 16/"/" 
Contingencies . . . . . . . 20/" /" 

Total Rs.449 / " / " 
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"You will observe that the in­
crease to the establishment recom­
mended in your 6th para has been 
approved of, and I should esteem it 
a favor if you would appoint any 
man as Third Clerk in the Office 
whom you may consider fitted to 
carry on efficiently the duties re­
quired of him in that situation. 

"In reference to your 17th para, 
I have been authorized "to arrange 
for the conveyance of the Mails be­
tween the Point and Camp by 
Camels, if the arrangement can be 
made at a moderate cost, to be 
charged for contingently." I shall 
feel much indebted to you if you 
would engage two good Camels at 
any rate of hire which you may 
consider reasonable and just. The 
charge can be paid in anticipation 
of audit - contingent bills on ac­
count of it being submitted by the 
Deputy Post Master by the first 
mail leaving Aden for Bombay after 
the beginning of every month. One 
of the Camels should, as you advise, 
be stationed in Camp, and the other 
at the Point to be ready for any 
emergency. 

"Adverting to your 9th para: I 
fear the erection of a new building 
for the Post Office must lie over. I 
have twice addressed the Bombay 
Government on the subject, for­
warding a Copy of your opinions as 
to the necessity of the measure, but 
I regret to say without effect. Gov­
ernment appear disinclined to allow 
themselves to be convinced that the 
building of a new Post Office at 
Aden is an urgent matter. Possibly 
the point might be gained, if you 
urged it direct on Government. 

"The question of Office Furni­
ture should, I am of opinion, be 
allowed to lie over till the arrival of 
the new Post Master from the Lon­
don Office, when he will be able to 
report what articles are actually 
requisite to enable him to carry on 
his duties satisfactorily. 

"In bringing the requirements of 
the Aden Post Office to the Director 
General's notice, I recommended 
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Steamer Point in modern times. 
that it should be placed under your 
general Superintendence, and that it 
should be an understood thing that 
the Political Resident was to ex­
ercise an "ex officio" Control over 
it. On this point the Director Gen­
eral expresses himself thus: I see no 
objection to your directing the Post 
Master to consider himself generally 
subject to the control of the Political 
Resident, informing the latter officer 
that you have done so. I hesitate 
about making this arrangement in 
any way more formal or binding 
way, as it might, under an officer of 
a different character than Brigadier 
Coghlan, prove an inconvenient 
one. The great point is that a good 
understanding should obtain be­
tween the Resident and the Post 
Master General, such as is at 
present the case, and then no diffi­
culty will be likely to arise as to the 
degree of control and interference 
which the former is justified in ex­
ercising. 

"I should feel much obliged by 
your exercising such control and 
superintendence over the Post Office 
at Aden as you may deem necessary 
should you have no objection to do 
42 
so, and I have directed the Post 
Master there to consider himself 
subject to your Authority, and to 
attend upon you for orders and in­
structions with his duties on which 
he may be in doubt." 
Coghlan (September 2nd) writes to 

say "that it will be impossible to pro­
cure the services of any clerk for the 
Post Office in Aden, one should there­
fore b~ sent from Bombay." He also 
assures Leighton that "the other points 
adverted to in your letter shall receive 
my earliest and best attention." 

The Postal Compilations covering 
the next few years (up to 1865) con­
tained little of any moment concerning 
the Post Office Establishment: one 
exchange dealt with the loss and sub­
sequent re-instatement of the use of a 
Commissariat Camel for transporting 
the Mail between Camp and Steamer 
Point; another established that, unlike 
those working in other departments in 
A\:fen, the Post Office peons did not 
get a grant of rations - they had to 
pay for them out of their wages. 

Captain Hunter in his "Statistical 
Account" tells us that, "the growing 
wants of the Settlement led in 1868 to 
the building of a more commodious 

Continued on page 48 



The Clubhouse 
The Meeting of Nov. 3, 1976 

CONFEDERATE PHILATELY 

Presented by CHARLES E. KILBOURNE 
The evening of Nov. 3, saw a most 
interesting display of Confederate 
material brought to us by Charles E. 
Kilbourne of Charlottesville, Virginia. 
Dividing his presentation into two 
parts, he showed six frames of 
patriotic covers which depicted their 
extensive use during the life of the 
Confederacy. This was followed by a 
color slide show of some fifty rare and 
unique items emphasizing rates, usages 
and the unusual. They consisted of 
Packet Boats, Express Mail , Post­
master's Provisionals and the General 
Issues. Mr. Kilbourne's remarks fol­
low: 

"Confederate philately began De­
cember 20, 1860, when South Carolina 
seceded from the Union. Leading the 
display is a cover mailed on that date 
in Charleston, South Carolina, bearing 
United States stamps. 

This opening stage of Confederate 
philately is of unusual interest. United 
States stamps were used until May 31 , 
1861, although the U.S. Postal Serv­
ice continued to operate in the 
Southern states as they seceded from 
the Union, and even after the Confed­
eracy was formed on February 4, 
1861, functioning until the end of 
May. 

Several of these patriotic covers 
clearly show such usage between the 
date of a state's secession and its ad­
mission to the Confederacy. They are 
examples of what is called, "Indepen­
dent State Usage." The shortest span 
of time of such usage was in North 
Carolina, lasting from May 20 to May 
27 - just seven days. This "seven 
star" patriotic cover from Wilmington, 
North Carolina, dated May 26, illus­
trates this rare usage. 

After the admission of a state to the 
Confederacy the United States Postal 
Service, as noted previously, continued 
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to handle mail until late May. This 
unusual circumstance of the Post 
Office of one nation handling the mails 
of another, and probably hostile na­
tion, gave rise to the "Provisional" 
use of United States stamps by the 
Confederacy. Patriotic covers showing 
such usage from South Carolina, 
Georgia, Mississippi, and Virginia fill 
most of Frame 1. 

The Confederate Post Office took 
charge of its mails June 1, 1861, and 
two colorful First Day covers are 
shown. Since, at the beginning, the 
Confederate Postmasters had no 
stamps (Government issued stamps 
were not available until October 16, 
1861), they resorted to several kinds 
of emergency measures for marking 
the mails. The most common was the 
use of town and date handstamps and 
handstamped "Paid" and rate mark­
ings. Frame 2 and most of Frame 
3 show "Handstamped Paids" on 
patriotic covers in many designs in­
cluding flags , cannons, tents, soldiers, 
portraits, scenes and cartoons. Several 
of the patriotic designs shown are the . 
only ones known. There are also ex­
amples of quite rare designs, such as 
the "Hanging Lincoln." 

Soldiers in the field were allowed to 
send their letters home, "collect." 
These "Soldiers' Due Letters" consti­
tute another facet of handstamped 
markings. Patriotic covers of not only 
Confederate sentiment, but also cap­
tured Union Patriotics used by Con­
federate soldiers complete Frame 3 
and part of Frame 4. Again there are 
rare designs, including a cover and 
letter sheet of a nine star flag design. 

Frame 4 also shows patriotic covers 
used with Postmaster's Provisional 
stamps and handstamps - another 
way the Postmasters of the C. S. A. 
met the lack of regular stamps. Of note 
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is a newly discovered patriotic from
Savannah, Ga. To date only one ex- "
ample is known. And finally, Frame 4 
begins ~he. use of regular issue stamps 
on patnohc covers. 

Regular issue stamps, beginning in 
October 1861 and extending through-
out the remaining years of the Confed-
eracy, are scarce on patriotic covers. 
The most frequently seen with patri-
otics are the issues prior to 1863. As 
the war dragged on, the supply of 
envelopes, particularly those with 
printed designs, was virtually ex-
hausted. A few home made patriotic 
covers made their appearance. All are 
scarce. One shown is an overall flag 
stencil, in color, with twelve stars. The 
cover originated in Texas, was carried 
by hand out of the mails, and finally 
posted in Richmond, Aug. 15, 1862. 

Frame 5 continues the use of regular 
issues on patriotic design covers. By 
1863 many of the patriotic designs 
were very simple and printed in black 
rather than color. Confederate printers 
c~uld make these designs, and there 
still was black ink, or blue, available. 
Three items, one showing the "TEN" 
stamp and two showing the "Frame 
Line" stamp, one with a pair high-
light this frame. ' 

The four pages of covers in Frame 
~ complete this part of the presenta-
tton. Of note among these covers is 
the 20c green on a patriotic cover, 
also the last cover shown, bearing a 
20c green diagonal bisect, mailed in 
Crockett, Texas, May 22, 1865. It is 
the last known cover to be carried by 
the Confederate mails." 

The slide program began with a 
Southern Letter Unpaid cover from 
New Orleans to France. This par-
ticular handstamp, used by the Post-
master at Louisville, Kentucky, is an 
early example of the severance of mail 
relationship between the North and 
South. A packet boat cover followed. 
Carried by the Mary E. Keene and 
mailed up the Mississippi River from 
New Orleans, the Confederate postage 
was paid by a half-dime attached with 
sealing wax, since no stamp was 
available. At New Orleans the Post-
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master removed the coin and applied .a 
ij5c New Orleans Postmaster's Prov1-
sional stamp. 

Several Express covers, carried by 
the American Letter Express, Adams 
Express, and Southern Express,. illu.s-
trat~d t~e use ?f such compames, m 
co~Junct1on with the Confeder'.lte 
ma1.ls, to keep .correspondence gomg 
dunng the opening few months of the 
war. 

One of the most interesting emer-
gency measures resorted to by Confed-
erate Postmasters when (after June 1, 
1861) they had no stamps, was the 
issuance by some of them of their own 
provisional adhesive stamps. These 
were usually recognized as having paid 
postage only when used by the issuing 
post office itself. They were generally 
withdrawn, or use terminated, after 
government stamps became available 
late in 1861 or early 1862. A few 
Postmasters west of the Mississippi 
River, principally in Texas, used such 
provisionals in 1863 and 1864 after 
Federal Forces had taken control of 
the river and supplies of stamps be-
came exhausted. 

A number of examples of these ad-
hesive stamps from various cities and 
towns were shown. They were selected 
from Mr. Kilbourne's collection to 
illustrate the methods used to prepare 
these stamps. A brief story was told 
about each. Covers showing unusual 
uses and rates were also included. 
Among these were a number of very 
rare two cent provisionals. Several 
covers showed Provisionals used to 
pay Confederate postage (required by 
law) on covers carried by Express 
companies. One cover from New Or-
leans to Richmond, a triple weight 
letter, carried six copies of the Sc 
brown on white New Orleans Post-
master. In all , there were over thirty 
Postmaster's Provisional covers. 

The last part of the slide program 
dealt with the Regular Issues of the 
Confederate Post Office. Here covers 
with unusual usages, and record un-
used blocks and strips of stamps from 
those issues were shown. The first 

Continued on page 47 



Book Reviews 

Canada - The 1967-73 Definitive Issue, 
by F. W . L. Keane and J. Paul Hughes 
plus various authors. Published by 
George S. W egg, Ltd., 36 Victoria St. , 
Toronto, Ontario MSC 2N8 Canada. 

Collectors of Canadian stamps need 
not be in the dark any longer. The 
modern definitive set which has been a 
constant source of confusion for col­
lectors since its release in early 1967 
is now the subject of an exhaustive 
study by a team of prominent Cana­
dian philatelists. The resulting book 
stands as a highly informative illus­
trated record of the most intriguing 
Canadian issue since the famous "Ad­
mirals." 

The book, neatly divided into sub­
specializations of the set, is the special­
ists' dream. ft not only includes clear 
explan-'!<ions of paper shades and 
fluorescence, different printings, pre­
cancels, coils, special panes, perfora­
tions, plate numbers , tagging, counter­
feits and fakes, but also deals with 
other philatelic specialties which may 
be included in a collection of this 
definitive issue. The data is brought to 
life through photos, charts and tables. 
Still other categories covered in further 
detail are errors and varieties, book­
lets and "Cello-Paqs," tagged stamps 
and postal stationery. 

Each author makes an imp01tant 
contribution to the understanding of 
the postal history of the period. Espe­
cially enlightening are the sections on 
postal stationery and the invaluable 
table of . earliest recorded dates of 
issue. 

Today, 10 years since it first ap­
peared, the "Centennial" set is already 
considered a classic with the scarcer 
varieties priced accordingly. Used mix­
tures which contain much variety, a 
good starting point for anyone wishing 
to collect the set, can still be found 
quite inexpensively. In this regard, the 
system devised by Keane and Hughes 
for sorting used stamps of this issue 
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will be most helpful. 
The book is not light reading. Ex­

plaining the changes of printers, 
papers, tagging, plates, gums, inks, 
booklets and so on , is not an easy task. 
To further clarify the background of 
this issue, the brief history on Page 5 
would benefit by a more detailed ex­
planation. Once the circumstances of 
issuance are known , the many varie­
ties are better understood. 

Followers of the Centennial defini­
tives will be overjoyed to find 
previously scattered information beau­
tifully put together, information that is 
right up to date. New research and in­
sight by the experts is now brought 
together in one source book. Although, 
with new findings on this fascinating 
series of stamps still turning up, the 
final word on this set is yet to come, 
this is undoubtedly the best on the 
subject, an essential reference for the 
serious modern Canadian collector. 

(John Carlson) 

Balloon Post of the Siege of Paris, by 
Louis A. Chaintrier. Tr=slated from the 
French by Everett E. Thompson, George 
W. Angers =d Joseph L. Eisendrath. 
Includes Angers' tr=slation of the 
memoir on Pigeon Mail written by 
Charles de Lafoylle in 1871 and the 
Balloon Mail Section of the American 
Air Mail Catalogue. Edited by Joseph L. 
Eisendrath. Introduction by Ernst M. 
Cohn. 163 pages. Hardbound. Available 
from George D. Kingdom, Box 499, Con­
neaut, Ohio 44030. $ 12.50 Postpaid . 

The Balloon Post of the Siege of 
Paris is a translation from the series 
that appeared in L'Exchangiste Uni­
verselle, the French philatelic journal 
from March 1954 through January 
1963 and also was serialized in The 
Airpost Journal from October 1954 
through March 1970. An excellent ex­
ample of bow philatelic research can 
be done, it is a book you will want to 
buy. 

In the 1920's and 30's Louis Chain-
45 



trier visited the landing spots of the 
balloons sent out of Paris during the 
siege. It is obvious from his records 
that he interviewed still living eye 
witnesses and examined the news­
papers of the region . His details are 
impressive, .as when he states, "The 
same day (Jan. 26) the balloonist left 
Abbeville by train at 7: 26 a. m. for 
Bordeaux, carrying the mail and also 
the three pigeons." In most instances 
we don't know precisely how he found 
this out, although his general method­
ology is apparent. The example we've 
chosen is particularly interesting be­
cause there was no train from Abbe­
ville to Bordeaux. Amiens was the 
next town towards Bordeaux and had 
been captured by the Germans in late 
November. If the translation is precise, 
it doesn' t say he took the train to Bor­
deaux, instead it says he left Abbeville 
by train on his way towards Bordeaux. 
This leaves room for him to do the 
rational thing and take the northbound 
train from Abbeville to Calais and then 
take a boat to St. Malo where he could 
take a train for the rest of the journey. 

Exhaustive as Chaintrier's work is it 
leaves room for further research! 

Prior to Chaintrier very little had 
been published about balloon mail 
except for the equivalent of " name, 
rank, and serial number." Very few of 
those associated with the Paris Bal­
loons wrote books about their adven­
tures and only a few others were 
interviewed by the press. Chaintrier 
·together with his contemporary, Dr. J . 
le Pileur, filled the huge gaps in such 
information. The former concentrated 
on the balloon flights' and what hap­
pened to the balloonists afterwards, 
whi le D r. le Pileur turned his efforts to 
the significance of the cancellations on 
the mail. 

As stated in the introduction by 
Ernst Cohn , Chaintrier's book is some­
what out of date. Subsequent research 
has increased our knowledge about 
some of the balloons and, in a few 
cases, corrected Chaintrier. However, 
this book is a first source, and IT IS 
IN ENGLISH, a fact which over­
shadows the small type used. 
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Those of us with "Balloon Fever'" 
will appreciate Editor Eisendrath's in­
clusion of the balloon section of the 
American Air Mail Catalogue, albeit 
without prices. It is of great help in 
identifying a partcular piece of balloon 
mail. Again, while more detailed 
sources are available, they are not in 
English . 

Thanks to Eisendrath and the 
American Airmail Society we now 
have a book which gives a more com­
plete story about balloon mail than 
any other single reference in French or 
English. 

(Ruth and Gardner Brown) 

Confederate Postal History, An Anthol­
ogy from "The Stam p Specialist." Edited 
by Francis J, Crown, Jr. Quarterman 
Publication, Inc. , 5 South Union St. , 
Lawrence, Mass. 01858. $50.00 Postpaid. 

The postal history of the Confed­
erate States of America has been 
written about in great detail in this 
century. Besides basic reference works 
such as those of August Dietz, Sr. , 
numerous studies have appeared over 
the years in a profusion of philatelic 
journals and periodicals. Much of it 
has long been out of print and seldom 
becomes available to the interested 
student. 

Mr. Crown's anthology is an effort 
to remedy this situation by making 
some of these articles more accessible. 
In this case, he has chosen to have re­
printed all of the Confederate articles 
that appeared in The Stamp Specialist 
from 1939 to 1948 . (That series of 
works, started by Harry L. Lindquist, 
has as its counterpart today The 
American Philatelic Congress Book 
which presents serious and advanced 
studies of various aspects of philately) . 
The articles appearing in The Stamp 
Specialist not only presented new in­
formation , but also proved of lasting 
value. Much of this information is as 
valid today as when originally pub­
lished over a quarter of a century ago 
in spite of the many new discoveries 
in Confederate postal history. 

The calibre of the authors who con-



CONFEDERATE PHILATELY (Contd.) 

cover, with a strip of five of the Sc 
Green No. 1, was mailed in Richmond 
October 17, 1861. It is believed to be 
the earliest General Issue date on 
cover. Another cover, a "Thru-the­
Lines" item, showing two half-dimes 
attached with sealing wax to pay post-
age and carrying fee, probably origi­
nated in Baltimore. Addressed to 
Bremo Bluff, Virginia, it entered the 
Confederate, mails at Norfolk, Va., 
Jan. 1, 1862, where the Postmaster 
received one of the coins and applied 
a Sc Green No. 1. The other coin was 
a fee for the boatman who brought 
the cover across Chesapeake Bay to 

orfolk. 
A cover showing the use of the 2c 

Green No. 3 - two whole copies and 
a bisect all in a strip - used to pay 
January 1977 
the Sc rate from West Point, Missis­
sippi to Marion, Alabama, was shown. 
This is the only known use of a biseot 
for one cent payment. All other bisects 
are of the 20c Green No. 13 and paid 
the 1 Oc rate. 

Of note among the blocks and 
strips were large pieces of the lOc rose 
"TEN" and "Frame-Line." To finish 
the program four "Trans-Mississippi 
Express" covers were presented. One, 
with four copies of the "TEN," is the 
only known use of that stamp by this 
Express. Another, showing four 20c 
Greens, an 80c rate, is the only known 
double weight Express cover paid with 
stamps. This item ended the slides and 
the program. A question and answer 
period followed and the meeting was 
adjourned at nine o'clock sharp. 
tributed the articles suggests why they 
are of enduring quality. Included are. 
Stanley Ashbrook, August Dietz, Sr., 
Howard Lehman , Van Dyk MacBride, 
George Malpass and Lawrence Shen­
field . 

Every Confederate article that ap­
peared in The Stamp Specialist series 
has been reprinted in its entirety in this 
anthology. They have been divided 
into different chapters to present the 
history of the Confederate postal sys­
tem in logical sequence. They begin 
with Dietz's "The South's Way of 
Life, Random Notes for the Student of 
Confederates" which gives the reader 
some understanding of the emotions 
and psychology of the people of the 
Confederacy during the war years. 

Other major articles incorporated 
in this compilation are Stanley 
Ashbrook's, "Confederate States of 
America," "Some Notes on the Postal 
Legislation, Postal Rates, Postal Uses 
and Earliest Known Dates of Use of 
the Stamps of the General Issues," 
"The Confederate States of America : 
Issue of April, 1863, Ten Cent Blue," 
which deals with the plating of the 
frameline. Also found is Van Dyk 
MacBride's, "Confederate Stamps on 
Provisional Covers," "Confederate 
Blockade Covers: Including Some 
Unusual Examples," "Camp Shenan­
doah, Va. A Confederate Mystery" 
and "The Autographed Field Letters 
of General Robert E. Lee." These are 
followed by August Dietz' "The En­
graver of the Five Cents De La Rue," 
Lawrence Shenfield's, "The 'Southn. 
Letter Unpaid' Marking of Louisville, 
Kentucky, June and July 1861 ," "Pris­
oner of War and Flag of Truce 
Covers," "How the Fighting Men of 
the 5th Texas Regiment C.S.A. Got 
Their Letters Across the Mississippi to 
Texas" and George Malpasses' "A 
Checklist of Uncataloged Envelopes 
Bearing Patriotic Designs of Southern 
Sentiment." 

Also included in this 336 page 
hardcover volume is an index to sub­
ject matter and a bibliography keyed 
to the text which is comprised of 
articles and works that either update 
or provide additional information . 

Any Confederate philatelist or col­
lector interested in the above facets of 
philately should find this book to be a 
worthwhile and important addition to 
philatelic volumes in their library. 

(Brian M . Green) 
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EDITORIAL (Contd.) 

ness had returned to the Vatican , the 
Chief of Postal Administration had 
them backstamped with "Oct. 4" 
rather than the date of the actual, 
later day they were received because 
he "did not want to disappoint so 
many collectors." 

We have never questioned or criti­
cized any person for collecting what 
most pleased him - or her. And we 
don't have any complaint about unad-
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dressed, fal sified first-day covers. But, 
for the love of Rowland Hill, Heinrich 
von Stephan, Benjamin Franklin, 
Montgomery Blair and others eminent 
postal reformers, let's not allow such 
items be called " postal" and accept­
able under the umbrella of philately! 

They belong with such peripheral 
material as Christmas seals, phantoms, 
bogus issues, profit-motivated locals 
and other Cinderellas. (E. A . K .) 
ADEN (Contd.) 

structure, which was completed at a 
cost of about Rs.20,000." This sug­
gests to me that the objections raised 
in 1859 to the erection of an adequate 
accommodation for the Post Office 
were eventually overcome. Although I 
noted nothing in the volumes up to 
1865 to suggest that this campaign had 
been re-opened, it could not have been 
delayed much longer. 

This chapter is inescapably brought 
to its conclusion by the fact that 1865 
was the latest year examined. How­
ever I hope readers will agree that the 
arrival in Aden of Jackson Walter 
Barwise on that long ago day in March 
1860 finally brought to a close the 
development stage in the growth of 
postal faciliti es at Aden . Thereafter, 
that development entailed no more 
than the steady enlargement of a 
mature postal establishment. 
NEW BOOKS RECEIVED BY THE LIBRARY 

Zumstein Katalog Schweiz Liechtenstein und Campione. 1976 Edition. 307 pages, 
illustrated, softbound. Bi-lingual: German and French. Published by Zumstein & 
Cie., Bern. Gift of the publisher. 

Zumstein Spezialkatalog und Handbuch Die Ganzsachen der Schweiz. 6th Edition, 
1975. 207 pages, illustrated, softbound. Published, 1975, by Zumstein & Cie., 
Bern. Gift of the publisher. 

Kotte/at Katalog Schweiz Liechtenstein. 1976 Edition. 291 pages, illustrated, 
spiralbound. Published, 1975 , by Kottelat & Cie. , Postfach 1806, 3001 Bern, 
Switzerland. Bi-lingual: French and German. Gift of the publisher. 

AF A Danmark, Grr/mland, F aer¢erne, Dansk V estindien Frimaerkekatalog 197 6. 
Published by Aarhus Frimaerkehandel. 168 pages, color illustrations, softbound. 
Gift of the publisher. 

AFA Skandinavien Frimaerkekatalog 1976. Published by Aarhus Frimaerkehan­
del. 264 pages, illustrated, softbound. Gift of the publisher. 

Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue. 132nd Edition, 1976. Published by 
Scott Publishing Co. 3,077 pages in three volumes, illustrated, flexible binding. 
Gift of the publisher. 

Stanley Gibbons Stamps of the World, 'Simplified'. 41st Edition, 1976. Published 
by Stanley Gibbons Publications Ltd. 1444 pages, illustrated, hardbound. Gift of 
the publisher. 



Stanley Gibbons British Commonwealth Stamp Catalogue. 78th Edition, 1976. 
Published by Stanley Gibbons Publications Ltd. 888 pages, illustrated, hardbound. 
Gift of the publisher. 

Turske Poste na Podrucju Jugoslavije by Mirko Rasic. 32 pages, illustrated, soft­
bound. Published, 1974, by "Filatelista." Available from "Filatelista," Majke 
Javrosime 20, Belgrade 11000 Jugoslavia for $1.50. Gift of Mr. Rasic. 

The Noble Official Catalog of United States Bureau Precancels. 58th Edition 
1976. 224 pages, illustrated, looseleaf. Published, 1976, by Gilbert W. Noble, 
P. 0 . Box 931, Winter Park, Fla. 32789. Price $4.00. Gift of the publisher. 

Topical Issues of 1975 With 1976 Catalog Numbers by Ruth Y. Wetmore. Pub­
lished, 1976, by the American Topical Association, 3308 North 50th Street, 
Milwaukee, Wis, 53216. Price $3.00. Gift of the publisher. 

A Post-Habsburg Index (of Austrian Town names) by H . C. & P. R. Davis. Pub­
lished, 1975, by Harry Hayes, 48 Trafalgar Street, Batley, West Yorkshire WF17 
7HA, U. K. Price U.S. $9.90 post paid. Gift of the publisher. 

Boston Postmarks to 1890 by Blake and Davis. Reprinted, 1974, from the 1949 
edition by Quarterman Publications, 5 South Union Street, Lawrence, Mass. 
01838. 367 pages, illustrated, hardbound, price $30.00. Gift of the publisher. 
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·~~~PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS 

Published by The Theodore E . Steinway Memorial Publication Fund 

UNITED ST ATES 

United States, The Ten Cents Stamps of 1855-59 - M. I. Neinken, 1960 . $10.00 0 
The Pony Express - M. C. Nathan and W. S. Boggs, 1962 SI0.00 0 

United States, The Sc Beacon Air Mail Stamp of 1928 
H. M. Goodkind, 1965 ... .... .. .. .. $ 2.00 0 

CONFEDERATE STATES 

Civil War Prisons and Their Covers - E. Antrim, 1962 

OVERSEAS 

Afghanistan, Its 20th Century Postal Issues- F. E. Patterson, III, 1965 . 

Corrientes, The Issues of 1856·59 - L. Stich, 1957 .. . 

French Morocco: the 1943·44 Tour Hassan Issues - C. Neidorf, 1953 . 

Honduras, The Black Air Mail - I. I. Green, 1962 

Philatelic Handbook for Korea, 1884-1905 - Korea Stamp Society . 

Manchoukuo - H. K. Zirkle, 1964 

The New Hebrides, Postal Stamps anrl Their History - N. Hals 
and P. Collas, 1968 ............................. .. .............................. ... .. 

New Zealand, 1898-1900; Great Barrier Reef I sland Pigeon Post Stamps -
J. R. Walker, H. L. Chisholm and H. M. Goodkind, 1969 . 

A Postal History of Spain - T. Van Dam, 1973 

COLLECTORS CLUB 

The Collectors Club Philatelist, Cumulative Index to Volumes l to 50, 

$10.00 0 

$10.00 0 

$ 2.00 0 
s 1.50 0 
s 1.00 0 
$10.00 0 
$10.00 0 

$10.00 0 

$ 5.00 0 
$12.00 0 

1922-1971 - E. C. Wilkens and J. D. Dowd. 1972 $10.00 0 
Reprint of the First Scott Catalog, 1868 - 21 pages s 2.00 0 

SPECIAL TO MEMBERS: 25 % DISCOUNT ON ANY BOOK 

ORDERED FROM THIS PAGE 

·~--==THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y. I 0016 
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Depend on ttbljfers for Quality 

NEXT AUCTIONS 
JAN. 13, 14 & 15 
FEB. 24, 25 & 26 

Catalog FREE at store 3 weeks prior to sale. 
BY MAIL : Send name, address and $1 . 

· 00.UBlE TRANSFER 

U. S. #1 Var " E" Doub le 
Transfer. Onl y 8 known 
In December 1976 sa le 

~HARD WoLFFERS, Inc. I Stamps and Stamp Auctions 
(415) 781-5127 • 127 KEARNY ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108 

# 459 
Rocelter A/G (Peter Holcombe) 
Eisengasse 9, Luzern 6004, Switzerland 

RARITIES OF GREECE 

5 Lep. 1867 / 9 . Hor. strip of 4, Cancel "99" of Janina in 
blue. $500.00 

20 Lep. 1875/ 80. Royal blue. Figs. on Reverse in Prussian 
blue. Full 0. G., part top margin single. Vl.65Ba. group. $250.00 

2 Dr. / 10 Dr. 1900 Olympic Games. Complete sheetlet of 10. 
One stamp with error - Greek "D" for "A". $1,575.00 

5 Dr. 1906 Olympics. Original Die Proof in black. $730.00 

1901 New Year presentation card. $730.00 

1907 New Year presentation card. Olympics. $950.00 

We have an excellent stock of Greece up to 
1910. Enquiries are welcome. References please. 
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ii'rn[ORRlfR( filliillf IIICO 
6 NUMERI PUBBLICATI IN UN ANNO 

420 PAGINE STAMPATE 

36 RECENSION! DI PUBBLICAZIONI 
63 ARTICOLI DI 50 TRA I PIU F.AMOSI 

AUTORI INTERNAZIONALI 
25 ARTICOLI TRADOTTI IN INGLESE, 

. FRANCESE E TEDESCO 

DISTRIBUZIONE IN TUTTO 
IL MONDO 

ABBONARSI P.ER UN ANNO VDOL DIRE 
RICEVERE PUNTUALMENT£ LA PIU 

PRESTIGIOSA RIVISTA DI FILATELTA 
AEROFILATELIA E STORINPOST ALE 

6 ISSUES A YEAR 
420 PAGES PRINTED 

JG REVIEWS OF BOOKS 
63 ARTICLES BY 50 OF THE MOST 
OUT ST ANDING AUTHORS 
IN THE WORLD 
25 ARTICLES TRANSLATED INTO 
ENGLISH, FRENCH AND GERMAN 

DISTRIBUTED ALL OVER 
THE WORLD 

TO SUBSCRIBE FOR A YEAR, ONE 
WOULD RECEIVE PUNCTUALLY THE 
MOST PRESTIGIOUS MAGAZINE 
OF PHILATELY, AEROPHILATELY 
AND POSTAL HISTORY 

----- -- ------ -- -- - - -------------------------- -----------~----- - -
Du:~cr 1• riccv'" rc in!On'1 io.Z ioni per l'abbonamcnto 1: 

I would l:!u l .J rt'r(fre ,f .. li:iled in/Orf.,ation conurnint. the subscription to: 

\ 'i ol 

II . N1JC VO CORRIERE FlLATELtCO 
Vi: M;.m.: ll i, 8 - .50129 Fi renze (Italy) 

,J,-es:- --------
cit ;.\ 
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For Quality U. S. A., Canada, Grea! Britain and British 

Commonwealth of the Classic Period, please contact 

W. E. LEA (PHILATELISTS) LIMITED, world leaders in 

this area. 

W. E. LEA (PHILATELISTS) LIMITED 

I THE ADELPHI 

JOHN ADAM STREET 

STRAND 

LONDON WC2N 6AP 

Tel 930 1688/9 

Cables: LEAST AMPS. 
SELL TO A PROFESSIONAL 
WHO APPRECIATES YOUR PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE AND KNOWS 

THE VALUE OF YOUR INVESTMENT 

WE BUY FROM A-Z 

A Air Mail Cover Collection 
B Ballon Monte , British Collections 
C Classics of the World 
D Danish West Indies, Denmark 
E Europa (West), 

collections, accumulations 
F FDC (better) all countries 
G Germany 1849-55, Michel 

items our specialty, Colonies, Saar 
H Holdings of all kinds 
I Israel and forerunner collections 
J Japan Spec. collections & early covers 
M Mint sheets U. S. & West Europe 
N Netherlands & Colonies, early covers 

PAYING TOP DOLLAR 

0 Oldenburg covers 
P Postal History collections 
Q Quality stamps of all countries 
R Rarities of all countries 
S Stampless covers and collections 
T Thematic collections 
U U. S. Collections, covers, sheets , plate 

blocks, stampless collections 
V Vatican collection , high values 
W War covers 1756-1903 
X X-Rated Stamps are not wanted 
Y Yemen covers 1926-1939 
Z Zeppelin covers, collections all 

countries our specialty 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS Mail insured or registered for our Inspection with 
price or our highest offer is Air Mailed to you 24 hours after receipt of your 
property. Material is held intact pending your decision. No lists please. Min. 
Sh ipment $100 . 

ARTHUR A. FALK 
OFFICE: 380 No. Broadway, 

Jericho, N. y_ 

Mailing Address: ~ 
P. 0. Box 232, JERICHO, N. Y. 11753 

Tel. 516-433-0066 
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Classics Since 1843 

~ 

Zurich " Numerals," "Double Genevas, " " Basel Doves," 
"Rayons," "Silk Threads," " Helvetias" and all the 
rest, have been favorites of philatelic connoisseurs for 
well over a century. 

Because of this consistent, uninterrupted worldwide 
popularity, values of these classics make them avail­
able today only to affluent collectors. 
Yet, you can enjoy modern masterpieces from Swit­
zerland with complete confidence that their value will 
continue to rise because demands are continua lly 
growing as more and more collectors appreciate 
superb design, outstanding production and general 
interest. 

And the best part of it is that collectors may obtain 
new issues directly from the Philatelic Service Office 
of he Postal Administration in Bern at face value , 
without handling fees or return postage charges. For 
those who want to eliminate the bother and costs of 
ordering new sets and first-day covers as each of the 
four annual special sets (and such definitives as are 
required for rate changes) are issued, the Swiss have 
a convenient "subscription service." One merely re­
mits $20, which amply pays for TWO sets of each 
issue per year. Face values of ordered items are 
charged against this account and sent to subscribers 
automatically. When funds are depleted, you may re­
plenish them. It's that easy. 

Philatelic Service Office, PTT 

3000 BERN, SWITZERLAND. 
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BRITISH GUIANA 

The foundations of an extensive 
Research Collection are offered as a 
single unit, capable of considerable 
expansion but already of outstanding 
quality, A detailed list will be sent to 
anyone interested in such an excep­
tional collection which already con­
tains many items of top exhibition 
standard. Included are a series of 
progressive die proofs of the 1876 
Ship vignette; master die proofs of 
this issue with colour trials using the 
same die; die proofs of the 1889 
issue; a reconstruction of the 1881 
" I" on 48c; many adhesives with 
papermaker's watermarks; a large 
block of the Official I c showing both 
types of overprint; and a rare series 
of 7 postcard colour trials of 1879. 

F. W. COLLINS 
Stoborough Croft, St. Crom, 

Winchester, S023 9RX, England. 
January 1977 
The Showgord Mount hingeless 
method is the proven way to pro­
tect stamp condition and increase 
stamp values. Recommended by 
experienced collectors , dealers , 
and the most respected album 
and catalog publishers of the 
U. S. A. For stamps of all natio ns. 
At Showgard dealers everywhere. 

Write for free sample kit No. I 

Vidiforms Co., Inc. 

Box 488, New City, N. Y. I 0956 
WHY BUY NEW ISSUES FROM LONDON, ENGLAND? 

London is the center of the world stamp trade. Dealers in Great Britain's capital 
city are at the hub of the philatelic world, so they see more, sell more, and are 
'bang-up-to-date.' 

DAVID FIELD LIMITED operates a comprehensive mint New Issue Service to 
any address on the globe. It's a specialist service for the kn owledgeable and inter­
ested serious collector keen to buy stamps at the never-cheaper new issue prices. 
Dealing with every Post Office in the world is beyond the capacity of most collec­
tors - but not beyond David Field Limited, who have a network of contacts buil t 
up since their establishment in 1884. 

When there is a "short" issue with a limited life and small prin t the deskll of t lt:e 
DAVID FIELD New Issue Service act as a temporary resting-place for just so 
long as it takes to wing them out to our standing order clients. Of course, cl ients 
get all the regular issues too, from every nation on earth, heralded or unknown, 
popular or unjustly ignored - whatever they order. 

So, think. Are you really satisfied wi th your present supply of New Issues ? Did 
you receive all those varieties avai lable in London but not offered elsewhere ? 

DAVID FIELD LIMITED would be glad to assist you with your collection. 

Please write for a personal reply to: 

FRANK SPENCER, 

DAVID FIELD NEW ISSUE SERVICE, 
42 BERKELEY STREET, LONDON WIX 5FP 
GREAT BRITAIN . . . and let us do the worrying. 

P.T.S. B.P.A. 
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COVERS 
POSTAL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

n."' l:nglanJ Stamp 
643 Fifth Ave. South 

Naples, Florida 33940 
HOW TO SELL 
YOUR STAMPS 
AT AUCTION. 

Send for a free detailed brochure. 

WAVERLY 

TRADING 
COMPANY 
Licensed Auctioneers 

Box 78-A 
Waverley, Mass. 02179 

617 -923-9716 
56 
The Postage Stamps of 
NEW BRUNSWICK and 

NOVA SCOTIA 

Nicholas Argenti 

This 272-page hardcover volume is 
a reproduction of the original edition 
published in 1962 with the addition of 
a brief corrigenda and addenda. Cov­
ering both the Pence issue of 1851-60 
and Cents issue of 1860-68 in detail , 
this book starts with the records of 
Perkins Bacon & Co. and ends with 
information on the stamps, remainders 
and forgeries. Great emphasis is also 
pl aced on the different postal rates 
and uses ; included are the 25 plates of 
die proofs, plate varieties, covers and 
forgeries. 

$35.00 (Postpaid) 

Quarterman Publications, Inc. 
5 South Union Street 

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01802 
SPECIALIZING IN 

CHOICE 

UNITED STATES 

Stamps and Covers 

CANADA 

PENCE ISSUES 

Bruce G. Daniels 
ROOM 612 

82 DEVONSHIRE STREET 

BOSTON, MASS. 02109 



Our 36th Public Auction 
now in preparation 

SPECIALIZING IN 
u. s. 

POSTAL HISTORY 

Consignments Welcome 

CATALOG FREE 

SOL SALKIND 
3306 Rochambeau Ave. 

Bronx, N. Y. I 0467 
(212) 547-0841 

APS ASDA CCNY SPA 
Do Not Sell Your Collection 
H long H yon enjoy collecting •nd 
•• long H you hmve Eun with :roar 
1t11mp1. But when you get tired of • 
collection becmuee it h111 reached it• 
go.I, when you want to 1t11rt in •nother 
philatelic field, do not he1it11te to di11-
po1e of the "finlehed" collection. In 
thi1 w11:r you will obtain 11ddition11I 
funde for purcb111e1 in your new field. 
When yon decide to eell, talk with 11 
dealer whom you have trneted with 
your purch111e1. He le the right man to 
1ell for you the heme he has once 10Jd 
to yon. We are always happy when we 
cmn give advice and help of this kind. 
Contact 01 when the time 11 ripe mnd 
we wiJI do our beet to •rr11nir;e • 111tl11-
f11ctory 111le of your m11teri11I, either 
by private Hie or by •nction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO., INC. 
I 0 East 40th Street 

New York, N. Y. 10016 
Tel.: MUrrey Hiii 3-6745 

Cable Address: Mercstamp Newyork 
January 1977 
FINE STAMPS, PROOFS 

AND COVERS 
All countries of the World 

Approval Selections Available 
Leading valuers for all purposes 
including Insurance and Probate. 

You are invited to visit our 
showrooms and offices when 

you come to London. 

Argyll Etkin Limited 
incorporating ERIC ETKIN and 

ARGYLL STAMP CO. LTD. 
PTS. BPA. ASD A. A P S . 

Dealers in fine stamps and posta l history 

55 New Bond St., London W I 
ENGLAND. 

Tel. : 01-499-1781/2. 
If you are searching for a truly choke 

classic cover, your prime source Is: 

MIDWAY 

STAMPS 

LTD. 

193 CLINTON A VE. 
DOBBS FERRY 

N. Y. 10522 

£ 
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THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
PUBLTCA TIO NS 

By J . R. P urves, R.D.P., F .R.P.S.L. 
Postal H istory of Port Phillip District 
The " E mblems " of Victoria 
V ictoria : T he Postage Dues 
V ictoria : "Butt erfly" and "Barred 0 val" Cancellat ions 1850-55 
Victoria: T he "Barred Numeral" Cancellations 1856-191t 
V ictoria : The ''Registered '' and ''Too Late'' Stamps 1854-58 
Victoria: 1901-le Issue ( The 3d., 4d., and 5d. Values) 
Vict oria : T he V Over Crown Watermarks ...... ......................... ............................... .... . 
Philately from Australia: Cumulative I ndex t o Vols I -X , 1949-58 
Philately from A ustralia: Cumulative Tudex t o Vols XI-XX, 1959-68 ..... ............. . 
T he Postal History of B arakoma A irfield, Rev A. H . Voyce ................. . 
Tasmania : T he Postal H istory and Postal Markings, H . M. Campbell, F .R.P .S.L ., 

,T. R. W . Purves, F .R.P .S.L., L . C. Viney, F .R.P.S.L . ........ ............ . ....... ............ . 
New South Wales Numeral Cancellations, Alan G. Brown and H. M. Campbell, 

F.R.P.S.L . $5.00. First Supplement .......... ...... ..... .. .... .......... ........... .......... ... ...... .. . . 
Cumulative Index : Commonwealt h of Australia, W. M. H olbeach, F .R.P .S.L. 

Postage Extra in all Cases 

JOHN GARTNER a t THE HAW THORN PRESS 
601 LITTL E BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 3000 

$3.50 
$6.50 
$6.50 
$2.50 

$10.50 
$10.50 

$1.00 
$1.00 
$1.50 
$1.50 
$2.00 

$10.50 

$1.50 
$3.50 
1977 - Our $9th Year 

S TAMPS WANTED 

Each Year Our Public Auctions 
and Gold Medal Mail Sales 

Sell Over 75,000 Lots ! 
We Urgently Need Additional Material I 

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it without delays or 
bargaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured mail or express, attention: 
App1·aisal Dept. All shipments are held aside intact awaiting your instructione 
after we send our offer or advice. Informal appraisals are free, and our buyer 
can visit you to inspect larger properties. 

J. & H. STOLOW, INC. 
915 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 10010 Tel.: (212) 533 - 0790 

"Rated first in stamps by all standard authorities" 

Stolow's has pur chased outright, at the top market price, with immediate 
cash payment, more than $50/)00,000 worth of fine stamps. Our needs are 
unlimited. 

Fair treatment is always assured 
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PACIFIC ISLANDS 
MALAY - BORNEO AREAS 

COVERS, PROOFS, 
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL 

New Hebrides- EVIi 21/i, 5, 6d on 1911 
Registe red cover to Sydney __ $150.00 

North Borneo - 4c {Scott I 08 on 1909 
Picture Postcard to London . Pmkd 
Sandakan -- -------------- .-------- $30.00 

Samao - US APO 718 {Apia) . 1943 
cover with 6¢ airmail _ _ ____ $25.00 

Satisfaction guaranteed. Similar material 
available from other Pacific Islands and 
Malay-Borneo areas. 

References Please 

HOWARD LEE £ 
P. 0. Box 5950A 

New York, N. Y. IOO 17 
FRANK GODDEN 
ALBUMS 

F.G. DE LUXE-genuine Morocco 
leather in dark shades of red, blue 
or green. Binder is gold-tooled 
and padded with soft-lined dust­
proof slipcase. Sixty pages gilt­
edged with rounded corners. The 
F.G. POPULAR half bound in 
dark green leather with fifty pages 
and slipcase. A lso the economical 
F.G. WARWI CK in dark blue and 
maroon-fifty pages with sl ipcase. 
Album pages available separately. 

For illustra ted brochure 

and prices contact: 

PHILIP T. WALL 
536 WOODVALE DRIVE 

GREENSBORO, N. C. 27410 
January 1977 
#48 - A Beauty - $1895 
Just one of the outstanding Plate 
Blocks presently available from the 
finest stock in America. 
Send a SASE for our new, illustrated 
Private Treaty list. 

QUALITY INVESTORS, LTD. 
ROBERT L. MARKOVITS 

P. 0 . BOX 891 
MIDDLETON, N. Y. 10940 

Phone (914) 343- 2174 
Member ASDA APA APS 

BIA AFDCS 

Bank Americard Master Charge 
19TH CENTURY 

CLASSIC U.S. 

COVERS 

BOUGHT and 

SOLD 

Al ZIMMERMAN 
843 Van Nest Ave. 

Bronx, N. Y. 10462 

Tel. 212 - 822-7333 
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What? 
You are interested in 
Postal History 
And you are not on the 
Postal Cover 
Mail bid sale mailing 
list! 
By all means ask 
for our next catalogue. 
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POSTAL HISTORY 

UNITED STATES 
AND 

FOREIGN 

Quality Covers for the Specialist 

RICHARD J. MICCHELLI 
P OST O F F ICE BOX 248 

M O U NTAI N LAKES, N . J . 07046 
U.S. & FOREIGN 

"THE DESIRABLE & THE DIFFICULT" 

FREE WEEKLY SALES CATALOGUE 

IMPROVE-A-COLLECTION SERVICE 

(Div. of J. M . Blood, Inc. ) 

P. 0. Box 548 

CCNY Holyoke, Mass. 01040 



AMERICAN PHILATELIC 
MISCELLANY 

lntroduced and Arranged by 
Susan M. McDonald 

Reprints of thirty articles originally 
published in The Stamp Specialist between 
1939 and 1948, retrieves writings of past 
philatelic giants and acquaints the reader 
with some less familiar names. (Authors 
include Stanley Ashbrook, Richard 
Cabeen, Harry M. Konwiser, and Frank 
Staff.) The majority of the articles, which 
have been grouped according to subject 
matter, are still available, but others are 
of interest mostly as curiosities. In her 
foreword , Susan M. McDonald evaluates 
these articles in the light of current in­
formation so that the reader will not be 
misled. McDonald also gives sources of 
current information on the subjects and 
briefly discusses some of the authors. 
This 592-page hardcover volume contains 
something of worth and interest to almost 
every collector of nineteenth century 
United States stamps or postal history. 

$40.00 {Postpaid) 
Quarterman Publications, Inc. 

5 South Union Street 
Lawrence, Massachusetts 01802 
AUCTION 
SALES 
Featuring 

FINE BRITISH NORTH 
AMERICA AND OTHER 

PROPERTIES 

Illustrated Catalogues & 
Prices Realized 

for all 1977 Sales 

J. N. SISSONS 
LIMITED 

37 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO, 
CANADA, MSC I E9 

Cables: Sistamp, Toronto. 
Phone 416 - 364-6003 
January 1977 
WATCH FOR 

OUR 

QUALITY 

AUCTION SALES 
of 

U . S. and CANADA 

Stamps and Covers 

Daniel F. Kelleher Co., Inc. 
&t. 1885 

40 Court Street 

Boston, Mass. 02108 

Stanley J. Richmond, Proprietor 
Why are fine stamps the best 

Investment? 

Well, the energy cnsrs 

hasn't affected their 

value yet. 

• 
EZRA D. COLE 

NYACK, N. Y. 10960 

Telephone 914 - 358-0964 



SPAIN 
WANTED 

We have been specia lizing in 
t his pa rticular country for 40 yea rs 
and qre t herefore probably able to 
appreciate your holdings more 
than anyone else. Accordingly, we 
offer you more cash. 

Please offer your collection , 
better sets, singles and anv valu­
able 19th & 20th century stamps­
Postage , Air, Sheets , Covers , etc., 
listed or not by Scott. 

Selections will be kept intact 
pending acceptance of our check 
(or returned , at our expense, in­
sured). Minimum $50.00. 

Fast, Courteous service ! We 
have been serving Philately fo r 50 
yea rs. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, Inc. 
P. 0 . Box 448 

Monroe, N. Y. 10950 
UNITED ST ATES 
POST AGE ST AMPS 

1902 - 1935 
Max G. Joh/ 

This 592-page hardcover volume 
contains those chapters of The United 
States Postage Stamps of the Twentieth 
Century (Volume I Revised and 
Volume III) , that deal with the 
regular, parcel post and ai rmail issues 
from 1902 to 1935. Chapters and pages 
have oeen renumbered consecutively 
for easier use and the original indexes 
have been rewritten to reflect the 
abridgment and renumbering changes. 
A new index by Scott numbers and a 
Scott number cross reference have 
been added . Here, in one volume, is 
most of the information necessary for 
the building or enjoyment of a collec­
tion of U . S. 20th century regular 
issue postage stamps - and the pre­
sentation of an approach to collecting 
that could be valuable to any phil a­
telist. 

$35.00 (Postpaid) 
Quarterman Publications, Inc. 

5 South Union Street 
Lawrence, Massachusetts 01802 
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The Postal History of 

YUKON TERRITORY 

Canada 
Robert G . Woodall 

The postal history of Canada's 
Yukon Territory is presented in nar­
rative and tabular form in this 272-
page hardcover volume. Part one re­
la:es the history of the area and part 
two covers the expansion of the mail 
service during the gold rush period of 
1897-1900. Improvements made during 
the 20th century are in part three and 
the fourth section contai ns the cata­
logue with codes for the postmarks, a 
I ist of post offices and their postmarks, 
and an index. Contains 12 pages of 
illustrations of postmarks and 50 half­
tones of covers. postcards and letters 
and other items~ 

$25.00 (Postpaid) 

Quarterman Publications, Inc. 
5 South Union Street 

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01802 
ARE YOU ON OUR 
MAILING LIST? 

WE OFFER 
FREQUENT 

MAIL SALES 
FEATURING 

WORLD WIDE 
COVERS 

POSTAL HISTORY SALES, INC. 
(THE CLEARING HOUSE FOR 

STAMPS AND COINS, INC.) 
764 We·st 181st Street 

New York, N. Y. 10033 
U. S.A. 



NOTICE: 

To our many customers in the U.S. A. and Canada: 
Due to our rapidly growing postal business, necessitating larger premises and 
more staff, we have transferred our Head Office and Postal Section to 

120 Church Street, Brighton BN I I WH, Sussex 

to which all further enquiries should be addressed. The Retail Section will 
rema in at our London Branch at the 

Strand Stamp Centre, 84 The Strand, London WC2. 

We shall continue to welcome your enquiries for early issues and postal history 
items of the world. Also remember that we deal in all periods of Switzerland 
from the early stampless to the latest issues. 

LEO BARESCH Philatelist 
120 Church Street 
Brighton BN I I WH, Sussex 
England 

Agents in the U. S. A.: John F. D. Baresch 
P. 0. Box 383 

Burlington 
Mass. 01803 
At Your Service 
For All 

Philatelic 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

For RESEARCH & STUDY 

For EXHIBITIONS 
and 

For PUBLICATION 

2 x 2 Color Slides 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Pl1otographer for th11 

Collector1J Club Philateli st. ) 

1 Montgomery Place 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11215 
January 1977 
POSTAL HISTORY 

& RARE ST AMPS 

Foreign Offices , Provinces, 
Treaty Ports, Korea, · 

Mongolia, Tanna Tuva , 
Tibet , Nepal , Bhutan , 

Indochina , Afghanistan , 
and Siam . 
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96TH PUBL,IC AUCTION - FEB. 9-12, 1977 
2460 lots of U. S., 721 lots of BNA, plus several hundred lots of 

General Foreign. 

SPECIALIZING IN 
United States Singles, many NH inc. VF & Superb copies never before seen in 
auction. Plus several Coil Line Pairs with PF Cert. 
Canada & Newfoundland lots of Singles & Blocks including VF & Superb quality 
pre 1945 issues. General Foreign will include many Jots of Israel & Yugoslavia. 
Also several hundred balances, collections, & accumulations. I _. ...... _.. ..... 

12252 

CATALOG NOW READY FOR FREE DISTRIBUTION 
If you did not receive our Dec. catalog, drop us a line today and ask for 
our 96th sale at no charge to you. Your name will be placed on our list 
for future sales. 

IF YOU HAVE MATERIAL YOU WISH TO PLACE 
INTO FUTURE SALES OR WISH TO SELL FOR 
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT, WE WILL BE MORE 
THAN HAPPY TO HEAR FROM YOU ... 

CALL TOLL FREE 800-225-627 6 

148 ST ATE ST., BOSTON, MA. 02109 
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REMEMIJER •••• 
The world - wide demands upon Stanley Gibbons 
Auctions for good stamps in first class condition, 
requires continuous search by our specialist 
valuers. Should you have a stamp collection or 
other philatelic material for sale, remember the 
first name in stamps and contact St.anley Gibbons 
Auctions, where you can be assured of getting 
first-class friendly service and the best possible 
prices. 

*Upward of 24 sales each season guarantees 
that specialist material is allocated a suitable 
sale resulting in top realisations. *An expert team of valuers whose one 

aim is to prepare your collection to the 
best advantage. 
*Commission rates are extremely fav­

ourable. There is a standard rate 
which is flexible and can be tailored 
.to suit individual properties. 

*Well produced catalogues are 
always available, usually six 
weeks prior to the sale. The 
unique "Gibbons Group" spec-
ialist register is used to ensure 
that interested parties are advis­
ed of impending sales. 

OR SALE BY PRIVATE TREATY 

*Free valuation giving expected net 
realisation. · 

*No commission charged to vendor. 
Sales generally effected within one or 
two weeks. 

*Immediate cash settlements upon 
completion. 

------------------~ 

~'W~~-~~~~~~o.l 
I am interested in opening a subscription to Stanley I 
Gibbons Auction Catalogue service. I 
Name I 
Address I 

I 
L---------------------~ 



HARMERS 
are pleased to announce a new record for the 

highest amount ever sold by their three offices in one year. 

$5,776,742 
by the New York office 

$3,026,566 
by the London office and 

$520,307 
by the Sydney Australian office 

The auction turnover by Harmers of 
$9,186,531 

is the new record. 

We extend our thanks to the many thousands of buyers and 
hundreds of vendors throughout the world who assisted us in 
maintaining our pre-eminent position in the philatelic world of 
auctioneering. 

We hope that we can not only maintain but improve on this 
achievement. Potential sellers are invited to write for our free 
booklet "Modern Methods of Philatelic Selling." Collectors and 
dealers wishing to purchase from the foremost source of top 
philatelic material should request our catalogue application form. 

NEW YORK 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
6 West 48th Street 

New York, N. Y. I 0036 

LONDON SYDNEY 


