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FOR 20% AUCTION 
COMMISSION -
WE 
THINK YOU SHOULD 
GET THE BEST 

When you pay an auctioneer 203 commission we think 
you deserve the best possible treatment for your stamps. 

Thoughtful and attractive presenation of stamps offer­
ed for auction sale means wider and greater appeal. That 
means the best results for the seller. 

So at Greg Manning Auctions we look at each collec­
tion consigned to us for auction as an opportunity to give 
you the best. Dependable descriptions. The best lotting. 
A thoroughly professional job. Because we know that is how 
you will get the best price. 

And if your stamps or your particular circumstances 
are not suited to sale by auction we won't pressure you to 
auction your stamps. Since we also handle disposition by 
outright cash sale or private treaty, we can recommend 
the most logical method of sale. You can rely on us to give 
you our most unbiased and best advice. 

Contacting us when you are ready to sell your stamps 
may just be the best thing you can do. 

GREG MANNING AUCTIONS, INC. 
76 South Orange Ave. 

South Orange, N. J. 07079 

Telephone: (201) 762-7660 

"The firm collectora rely on" 
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The prices attained at our internationally well-known auctions 
are accurately ind icating price trends in philately. 

In order to be successful in selling valuable items it is neces­
sary to rely on a partner with a recognised reputation who, 
at the same time, has first class international contacts, t hus 
guaranteeing t he maximum price possible. 

Important note for customers from abroad: 
You can profit from our special agreement with the local 
customs authorities. No taxes, no customs formalities to un­
dergo when you send your stamps to EDGAR MOHRMANN 
& CO., Hamburg. 

Entries for our international Autumn-Auction '75 - 14th to 
16th O ctober - are accepted until end of July. 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO. 
Grosser Burstah 19 Postfach 11 10 07 

Hamburg 11 /Germany Cables EDMORO 
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(A ctual size 138111111 x 226111111) 

1878. I Candarin Yelloiv Gru n. Thin 
paper, co111plete shee t of 25, brilliant 
and fresh Ji1/I orig inal g 11111 . 
$1 ,000 net. 

~ ctd'ovr' -&/em 1J (y/zca/ cyl'/he yrrah~ makzta/ avaz/a//e 
aC ._9i?omano J>Co;r.k', /he h o·m e cy!'one ~/he p ie:J/ de~c/tono 

o/ -ta4e dhn'YtJ /n /'he ~bi-&~c/J~bf7ckini. 

0'// . ,, - . " CJ?, 
,/'/'~ no-I caR-&n anc/ ;Jee u:J on -/he jl;?,;;;//koi aC Y.9.9 J '-han d 

~he n e::r-/ (/nte JPOtl a te zi t Yonahu, 0 1- w u'/e 0 1- /e fe/ihon e. au 
/{tend~ .J/#;vt// ad~y;; k /t/e;a.Jed /'o ack,r':Je ) µ w . 

l y AclPoinlment 
lo HM the °""'9n 

fltila ..... 

STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED 
-391 STRANDLGJ WC2R OLX 01 836 8444 

StanGib Ltd., 
310 Fulton Ave., Hempstqd , N.Y. 11 550, 
U.S.A. Tel. (J 18) 538 8866 

S. G. Merkur, GmbH , 
6 Frankfurt/ Main Klingerstrasse 11, 
West Germany, Tel. (06 11) 28 7477. 
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What does 

the ASDA 
mean to you? 

Here are eight beneficial answers: 
1. Every member of the American Stamp Dealers' Association has signed a 

Code of Ethics and Pledge to promote fair trade practices and good rela­
tions with the public, assuring the collector of the highest standards of 
ethics in all their dealings. 

2. ASDA members offer a medium for trade through the outright purchase 
or sale of individual stamps, covers and collections or by conducting public 
auctions, or both. 

3. The ASDA disseminates accurate and reliable philatelic information to the 
collecting fraternity either through the medium of the public press or by 
private means. 

4. The ASDA and its members individually, assist recognized agencies of the 
government in the prosecution of law violations relating to philately. 

5. The ASDA and its chapters hold annual exhibitions for the benefit of the 
bobby, to promote and encourage new collectors and educate the public 
at large. 

6. Advice and counsel is available from the members with respect to all 
aspects of collecting and particularly with respect to purchase or sale of 
valuable properties. 

7. The ASDA bas recommended a code of conditions for the conduct of 
public auctions. 

8. The American Stamp Dealers' Association together with the American Phil­
atelic Society bas formed a joint Expertization Committee which for the 
first time in the history of philately offers the collector and dealer alike 
a group of experts in every field of collecting who can authenticate rare 
stamps with a certification of their true state. 

AMERICAN ST AMP 
DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

595 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. I 0022 
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NOW is the time to update your Minkus Stamp Albums! 

with the comprehensive, artistically designed 

Minkus 1974 Supplements! 

2-POST ALBUMS 
All American ............................................. . 
Afghanistan , Iran ................................ ..... . 
Albania, Bulgaria ..................................... . 
Argentina , Uruguay ................................. . 
Austria ............................................. ...... .... . 
Belg ium ..................................................... . 
Bolivia, Parag uay ..................... ................ . 
Brazil ················· ··········-······························· 
British Africa ........................................... . 
British America ............ ............................. . 
India (British Asia I) ............................... . 
Br. Asia 11 (without T rucials) ............... . 
Br. Asia II {Trucial St. only) ............... . 
British Europe ........................................... . 
British Oceania ....... .................................. . 
Chile , Peru .......................... ..................... . 
China ............. ............... .... .. ......................... . 
Mainland China - for Reg. Albums ... . 
Colombia, Panama ... .............................. . 
Costa Rica, Nicaragua ........................... . 
Domin ican Republic, Haiti ..................... . 
Czechoslovakia ......... ................................ . 
Ecuador, Venezuela ................................. . 
Eth iopia, Liberia .......... ............................. . 
France ............... ........ .................................. . 
French Community I ........................ ....... . 
French Community II ............................... . 
Germany .................................... .... ........... . 
Greece ....................................................... . 
Guatemala, Honduras , El Sal. .... ........... . 
Hungary ......................................... ....... ..... . 
Independe nt Africa .............................. ... . 
Indonesia , Philippines .................. ............. . 
Iraq , Lebanon ..................... ...................... . 
Japan ......................................................... . 
Italy ....... ................................ .................... . 
Korea , Thailand ....................................... . 
Luxembourg ............................................. . 
Mexico ........................................... ............ . 
Monaco, Andorra ..................................... . 
Monaco, Andorra ......................... ............ . 
Mongol ia ................................................... . 

$ 1.75 
1.50 
2.00 
1.50 
1.00 
3.00 
3.00 
1.00 
4.00 
7.50 
3.00 
3.00 

10.00 
2.00 
5.00 
1.50 
1.00 
1.50 
1.00 
2.00 
1.50 
1.50 
1.50 
2.00 
1.50 
5.00 
6.00 
1.75 
.75 

1.50 
1.50 

10.00 
1.50 
2.5() 
1.00 
1.00 
3.00 
1.00 
1.00 
2.00 
2.00 
1.50 

Nethe rlands ................................................ 1.50 
Poland .......................................................... 2.00 
Portugal & Colonies ................................ 1.50 
Romania ...................................................... 2.00 
Russia ................ ............... .... ....................... 3 .00 
San Marino .............. .... ............ .................. 1.00 
Scandinavia ................................................ 2.00 
Spain & Colonies .................................... 2.00 
Equatorial Guinea ............ ........................ 6.00 
Tunisia , Libya, Morocco .................... ...... 2.00 
Turkey ................ ....................... ................... 1.50 
United Arab Republic ............................ 2.50 
Yugoslavia .................................................. 1.50 

3-RING ALBUMS 
U. S. Regular Issues .......... ........................ .75 
U. S. Commemoratives ... ....................... .. 1.25 
U. S. Plate Block ...... .............................. .. 1.75 
Airma il Plate Blocks .... .............................. .50 
U. S. Zip Blocks ............................ ............ 2.00 
U.S. Slogan Blocks ... .................. .......... ... 2.50 
American Revolution ................ ................ 1.00 
Cambodia , Laos, Vietnam ...................... 2.00 
Canada ........................................................ 1.00 
Europa ............................. .............. ............. 3.00 
Ghana .......... ....... .. ....................................... 2.00 
Ire land ... ..................................................... 1.00 
Israel - Singles .... .................................... 2.00 
Israel - Tab Singles ...... ............ ....... ....... 2.50 
Israel - Tab Blocks ..................... ........... 4.00 
Israel - Plate Blocks .............................. 4.00 
Israel Postal Stat . .................................. 1.00 
Liechtenstein ...... .. ....... ..................... .......... 1.25 
Med icine on Sta mps ................................ 3.00 
Switzerland .......................... ........................ 1.50 
Unit ed Nations (Singles) ...................... 1.50 
U,·,ited Nations (Imp. Si~gles) .............. 1.50 
United Nation; (Imp. Blocks) ................ 2.00 
Vatican City ............... ........ ...................... 1.00 
Kennedy .... .................................. ................ 3.00 

1974 GLOBAL SUPPLEMENT ...... .......... $ 7.95 

All merchandise available at leading dealers across the nat ion and the department of these 
f ine stores: 

ATLANTA-R ich's 
BAL TIM 0 R E-H utzler's 
BOSTON-Jordan Marsh 
CHEVY CHASE-Woodward & Lothrop 
CHICAGO-Marshall F ield & Co. 
Cl NCI N NATl-Pogue' s 
CLEVELAND-The H igbee Co. 
COLUMBUS-Lazarus 
DENVER-May-D & F Co. 
DETROIT-J . L. Hudson Co. 
GARDEN CITY, N. Y.-Gimbels 
HARTFORD-G. Fox 
HOUSTON-Foley's 
INDIANAPOLIS-L. S. Ayres 
MILWAUKEE. WISC.-G1mbels 
NEW ORLEANS-Maison Blanche 
NEW YORK-Gimbels, Gimbels East 

PARAMUS, N. J.-G imbels 
PH I LA DELPH IA-G imbels 
PITTSBU RGH-K a ufmann's 
PORTLAND- Meier & Frank 
RICH MON D-Thalhimer's 
ROCH ESTER-Sibley's 
SAN ANTONIO-Jos ke's of Texas 
SAN DIEGO-The May Co. 
SAN FRANCISCO-The Emporium 
SANTA ANA , CA.-Bullock' s 
SEATTLE , WASH.-The Bon Marche 
SHERMAN OAKS, CA.-Bullock's 
SKOKIE . ILL .-Marshall Field & Co. 
ST. LOUIS, MO .-The Famous Barr 
VALLEY STREAM , N. Y.-Gimbels 
WASHINGTON-Woodward & Lothrop 
WESTCHESTER , N. Y.-Gimbels 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 

as w~ll as 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broken up for our next international auction sale 

for which we are going to prepare again our famous 27 ,000 

catalogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA 8023 Z U R I C H (Switzerland) 

Bahnhofstra.sse 102 P.O.B. 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT SELLING 
YOUR STAMPS AT AUCTION 

W ith modern d ay speed a nd rna;,s marke ting of al mos t everything. it mi ght be " ·ise 
to examine in )Our own mind exact ly what se lling you r sta mp collection means to 
you. Yo ur sta mps ha\'e been acq uired with tho ugh t. Jo,·e a nd care. a nd probably 
considerab le expense. Certainly. when th e day co mes when yo u want to sell the m . 
vou want to make the rig ht decis ion as to how and " ·ho will handl e the transact ion. 

If you frankly believe that a stamp auction is the right way to achic'e )Our 
goal. you sho uld consider th e following poi nts befo re proceeding: 

I. How lo ng has the ti rm yo u are considering been licenced auctioneers' And 
do th e principal; conduct th e ir own auc ti o ns' 

2. Du ri ng that time how many auct ion ;ales have they conducted' 

3. Do th ev have a varied and philatelically knmdedgable ;, taff who will 
recog nize what yo u ha\'C in you r co ll ec ti o n ~ 

4. Do they ha \T the refere nce Ji bran a nd eq uipm ent to d o a , killful job or 
lotting vour holdings" 

5. Arc th ev skilled e no ugh to break up your collection into lots that will realize 
th e maximum thru s pec ial sa les of spec ia li zed m a te rial attracted by buye rs or 
th a t ty pe or m a te rial' 

6. Do th ev publish carefully edited and illu;,trated ca talogs that are mailed to a 
proven. ac ti,·e. auc ti o n orie nted m ai lin g Ji q properly screened fo r )'Our type 
o f co ll ec tio n' 

7. Are all ;ales proper!) ad,·cni;ed: and th e lot> displayed in adeq uate. bright 
and secure faci liti es' 

8. Is the firm properly capitalized so th a t prompt a nd co rrect pavments are 
made afte r each sa le' 

9. Do yo u recei,·e a written con tract showing exac t Iv what to expect. o r will there 
be a few hidden extras~ 

10. !;, th eir e ntire staff bonded" Andi;, rnur en tire co ll ec tion in,ured whil e in th e 
auctioneers possess ion' -

After yo u ha ve ana h zed a ll the"! points. we think yo u will ag ree that Apfelba ums 
qualify to be )O ur auct ion agent. Past expe ri e nce prO\e' it: ask a nybody. Our 
reputation depends o n resul t; and we are proud of the 44 years of successful 
auction; behind us. 

For the results you a re looking for. drop in and ;ee us at o ur new ho m e in 
Phil adelphia: 

EarlP.L§'U Inc. 
or call us: 

SUITE 201 18 19 J . F. KENNEDY BLVD. AREA CODE 215-567-5200 
. • PH ILADELPHIA PA 19 103 • 

~~~~m~m~ 
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DO YOU RECEIVE THE BEHR'S 
NET PRICE CATALOG? 

IF NOT, ASK FOR IT! 
THIS IS THE REASON: 

This autumn, an accumulation of first class world rarities will 
be offered in this catalog which will contain 50 pages of 

photos and will include the following: 

FRANCE - 5 copies of the rare IF Verm ilion, also hundreds 
of rare classics and modern issues. 

FRENCH COLONIES - Most of the rare items of French 
C olonials. 

MONACO - Forerunners, on and off covers, the 5F 
Charles Ill, also Scott BIS, etc. 

EUROPE - C lassics and Modern, namely BELGIUM, GR. 
BRITAIN , ITALIAN STATES, LUXEM BOURG , THE 
NETHERLANDS, SW ITZERLAND and TURKEY. 

BRITISH COL. - Early issues, mainly Canada, Ceylon, Br. 
Guyana, Mauritius, etc. 

U.S. A. - A selection of rare Local Carriers on covers, also 
the othe r issues. 

OVERSEAS - Rarities of Argentina & other S. American 
countries, Japan, etc. 

Please Write to: 

BERNARD BEHR 
26, Av. de l'Opera 
PARIS ler - FRANCE 

(Georges BEHR - Establ. 1920) 
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Spectacular Selection 

of 

US~BNA Stamps 

Premium Grade - Minor Defects 

Stamps on Cover 

plus an outstanding list of over 

2,400 Mint, Complete 

FOREIGN SETS 

Send I Oc for "Summer Sale" brochure 

to H. E. HARRIS & CO., INC. 
Dept. SC-2, Boston, Mass. 021 17 

"World's Largest Stamp Firm" 

- Since 1916 
July 1975 201 



WE WANT TO BUY! 
We want to buy any and all worth-while philatelic material! 
Collections, large and small , Accumulations, Dealers' Stocks, Specula­
tors' Holdings, Single Rarities, Covers are all desired. 

We want to buy for immediate cash to any amount! We know values 
and in today's strong market we expect to pay for fair value. O ur check 
in full will be se nt or handed to you immediately a transaction is con­
cluded . 

If you prefer sale by auction, then our auction firm will give you match­
less service. You may have an immediate interest-free cash advance. 
W e ma ke a sim ple commission charge of 20% on realization with no 
lotting fees, no illust ration fees , in fact no hidden charges of any kind. 
You receive full payment on settlement date, within five weeks from 
date of sale . 

It pays to deal with an acknowledged leader in the field. W e consistently 
se ll a greater dollar va lue than any other auction dealer in the country 
(Last yea r over $3 ,776,000.00) and we constantly achieve many record 
prices. It costs you no mo re and it could mea n more dollars in your 

pocket . 

Don't forget! The tJresent market is very strong but no one can tell 
how long it will last. There is such a thing as overstaying the market; 
something a realistic owner should consider. 

Write or phone us about anything you may have to offer. If warranted 
by bulk a nd va lue we can ma ke arrangements to call on you personally, 
whe rever you are. 

-ROBERT A. SIEGEL, INC. 
120 EAST 56th ST. NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 

PHONE (212) 753-6421 
202 



The 
Collectors Club 

PHILATELIST 
Volume 54, Number 4 

Ernest A. Kehr 
Executive Editor 

Ira S. Zweifach 
Editor 

Abbot Lutz 
Advertising Manager 

Editorial Staff: 
H. D. S . Haverbeck 
Robert P. Odenweller 
Ira Seebacher 
Philip Silver 
Ernest Wilkens 

The Collectors Club Philatelist is 
published monthly (Jan., Mar., 
May, July, Sept., Nov.) by The 
Collectors Club, Inc., 22 E. 35th 
St., New York, N. Y. 10016. -
Annual subscription rates: $15; 
$7 .50 for non-profit institutions. 
Individual copies: $3 ea. 

© The Collectors Club, Inc., 
1975 

Contents July, 1975 

ARTICLES Page 

Covers of the Siberian AEF 

-David Opperman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 209 

Austrian Consular Post Office at Mostar 

-Mirko R. Rasic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 227 

The New York Post Office 

-Edward Eggleston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 228 

DEPARTMENTS 

Letters to the Editor 204 

The Clubhouse 

The Annual Dinner 247 

NEWS and NOTES 

Obituary-Anne W. Pritchett 249 
July 1975 203 



Letters to the Editor 

The Samoan Palm Tree Issues 

In his article on the "Samoan Palm 
Tree Issues, 1886-1900" which ap­
peared in the January issue of the 
"Philatelist," Robert P. Odenweller 
has accepted A. R. Burge's conclusion 
that the first shipment of the VM 7 
paper was not received in New Zea­
land till about November 1888 (see; 
"New Zealand Stamp Collector 1973, 
53 (4), 105-112) , hence the printing 
of Palm Tree stamps of Nov. 5, 1887, 
must have been on HM 6 paper. 

The evidence from contemporary 
New Zealand stamps, however, shows 
that the November 1888 date for the 
receipt of the first supplies of the 
VM 7 paper cannot be correct. I re­
corded my earliest dates on stamps of 
New Zealand printed on VM 7 paper 
(pages 25-6 of Vol. IV, The Postage 
Stamps of New Zealand) as December 
29, 1887, on the ld value, January 10, 
1888, on the 2d, April 1888 on the 
one shilling and May 1888 on the 6d 
value. The early 18 8 8 dates on the 1 d 
and 2d values are confirmed by nu­
merous other examples in my collec­
tion and cannot be due to accidental 
date errors. It is, therefore, an indis­
putable fact that the VM 7 paper was 
first used at the Government Printing 
Office for N. Z. stamps before Dec­
ember 29, 18 8 7, and the date of re­
ceipt of the first shipment of this 
paper must have been still earlier. 

Yet, Mr. Burge states (page 120), 
"The first shipment of the VM 7 
paper (37 reams) was made in Sep­
tember 1888." The only interpretation 
of the incomplete Printing Office re­
cords which is consistent with the 
factual stamp evidence is that the 
shipment of the VM 7 paper in Sep­
tember 1888 was not the first , and 
that there must have been at least one 
earlier consignment received in N. Z. 
late in 1887. 

The November 1887 printing of the 
Palm stamps of Samoa could, there­
fore. have been either on this paper 
or on sheets of the earlier HM 6 
204 
paper still in stock at that time. 
K. J . McN aught 
Hamilton, New Zealand 

I would like to comment upon cer­
tain matters referred to by Mr. R. P. 
Odenweller in his paper on the Palm 
Trees of Samoa (January C.C.P.) . 
This would have been done earlier, 
but my copy of the journal only 
reached me two or three weeks ago, 
surface mails being what they are. 

As the person most quoted in Mr. 
Odenweller's article I feel that, 
although what I have to say may not 
add greatly to the present knowledge 
of these stamps, it is important that 
what is said should be as accurate as 
possible as, I understand, the whole 
paper is to be reprinted in handbook 
form. 

Mr. Odenweller has so far covered 
the present position of the Palm Trees 
very well , indeed. The information in 
"Vol. V, Postage Stamps of New Zea­
land," was very sketchy concerning 
the perf 121h and 12 x 111/2 printings 
since certain records of the New Zea­
land Government Printer were not 
then available. It was when the late 
John Powell of Sydney insisted, in an 
article in "Stamp Collecting" (Oct. 3, 
1968), that his 6d, perf 121/2 was a 
stamp and not a proof, as had been 
stated in "Vol. V," that I decided to 
see if he was right. One interesting 
thing led to another and the result was 
my first article in "Philately from 
Australia" (March 1969) where I 
was able to show that his 6d was, in 
fact, part of a very small printing of 
all values made in 1891. The com­
ment on page 20 concerning the num­
ber printed of the 6d is not quite 
right. Originally, R. J. G. Collins in 
his "Catalogue of the Stamps of the 
Dependencies of New Zealand -
1952," had noted the figure as 2 400 
which seemed to fit in with a ~mali 
printing. Later, it was found to be 
24,000 - the comma had been trans­
posed between the 2 and 4 as 2,4000, 
and in a later transcription, the last 0 



was dropped. 
My allocation of the pnntmg of 

ov. 5, 1887, to the 7mm paper and 
not the 6mm, has been touched upon 
by Mr. Odenweller. Here again, based 
on the facts then known, this was a 
reasonable assumption. However, in 
view of Mr. Odenweller's suggestion 
that these stamps could be on the 
6mm paper, it became necessary to 
see if this also could be proved. A 
detailed examination of the paper, 
issues and printing records was made, 
the results of which were published in 
"The New Zealand Stamp Collector" 
(Dec. 1973 - Vol. 53 , No. 4). Be­
sides showing that this particular 
printing must have been on the 6mm 
paper, the possible reasons for the use 
of the 4mm in 1890 became apparent. 

In his footnotes on page 21, Mr. 
Odenweller makes reference to the 
use of the 4mm and 7mm papers, sug­
gesting that the printer may have used 
up old stocks. It has to be appreciated 
that the ordering of stamps and water­
marked paper was in the hands of the 
Stamp Duties Department and the 
Government Printer had no say in 
what paper was used for a specific 
order of stamps. With each order, he 
was supplied with the requisite num­
ber of sheets required for the job. The 
serial numbers were recorded for 
security reasons and all sheets issued 
to him had to be accounted for to the 
Custodian of Stamps, either as good 
or damaged sheets. He would have no 
stock of watermarked paper. 

The records available covering the 
period in question showed that not 
only were several different water­
marked papers then being used for 
postage stamps, fiscal stamps, postal 
notes, beer duty stamps, etc., but that 
there was a definite shortage of paper 
specifically for postage stamps between 
Sept. 1888 and the end of 1890. The 
6mm paper had been used up by the 
former date and new 7mm paper had 
been ordered from De La Rue, a first 
batch of which ( 3 7 reams) had been 
sent out in Sept. 1888. No more was 
shipped until September 1890. This 
was the period when the 4mm paper 
was used for postage stamps in addi-
July 1975 
tion to its normal use for fiscals, beer 
duty stamps and possibly postal notes. 
Davis' (John Davis, Postmaster of 
Samoa) order for the supply of addi­
tional stamps - the subject of the 
printing of May 1890 - would have 
amounted to about 1320 sheets, allow­
ing for spoilage. This is insignificant 
when compared with the paper re­
quired for stamps, etc. printed for the 

ew Zealand Post Office at that time. 
The following table will give some idea 
of this amount. The period covered is 
from Oct. 1890 to Dec. 1891 : 

Stamps, etc. Printed 

Sideface stamps 
Life Insurance 
Fiscal 
1/2d Newspaper 
Samoa. Cook Islands 
Beer Duty 
Postal N ates 

Paper Issued 

Postage paper - 4mm 
Star Newspaper 
Postal Note paper 
New postage paper 

Sheets 

162,215 
4 000 
4 897 

24,766 
1,452 
5.736 

44,108 

247,174 

Sheets 

17,470 
55,870 
19,363 

158,000 

250,703 

As the detailed records for this. P.ar­
ticular printing period are missing 
from the archives it can only be as­
sumed, as pointed out by Mr. Oden­
weller, that the last of the first ship­
ment of the 37 reams of 7mm paper 
was issu!;!d for this order of Palm 
Trees. And to make up the balance, 
a ream or so of the 4mm paper, 
which in turn had all been issued by 

ov. 1890, was used. 

The dates shown in the tables of 
the printings are those on which the 
stamps were delivered to the Custo­
dian of Stamps, not the actual date of 
printing. I believe with Mr. Oden­
weller, that separate printings of the 
stamps could well have been made on 
the two papers within a few days of 
each other with the total order de­
livered to the Custodian on May 9, 
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1890. 
Mr. Odenweller's solution as to the 

large printing of the 2/ 6 value of 
March 24, 1893, (page 22) is that 
the printer made a mistake and that 
this value was printed instead of the 
21hd. This was the overseas rate and 
the denomination most used. If this 
was the case, why did not Davis order 
a further supply of the 21/2d when 
the consignment arrived in Apia? No 
further printing was made until after 
the fire on April 1, 1895, so he ap­
parently had adequate supplies of this 
value. Another explanation is that 
Davis ordered 250 sheets of 120 
stamps each, but the order was passed 
on to the printer by the Stamp Duties 
Deoartment as 250 Post Office sheets 
(240 stamps per sheet). This did oc­
cur later with some orders for the 
Cook Islands when double the quan­
tity was printed. The total sheets 
printed of the 2/ 6 up to, and in­
cluding, the May 1890 printings was 
about 100 less than the 4d, and 1/ 1. 
Davis may have ordered a further 
supply of the 2/ 6 to balance his stock. 

I am looking forward to the next 
installment of Mr. Odenweller's article 
as I find these stamps and their history 
of great interest. The time taken in 
studying the records is often compen­
sated for by new discoveries quite 
unrelated to the matter in hand as , 
for example, the entry in April 1901 
of a printing of only one sheet of 120 
stamps of the 8d pictorial of New Zea­
land on 7mm paper (sheet #486502), 
but this, of course, is a matter for New 
Zealand specialists. 

A. R. Burge F.R.P.C. N. Z. 
Wellington, New Zealand 

Robert Odenweller replies: 

The letters from Dr. McNaught and 
Mr. Burge commenting upon the first 
part of my series on the Palm Trees 
of Samoa touch upon a number of 
points, some of which I had con­
sidered and omitted from the text on 
the basis that they were too detailed 
for the level of treatment accorded the 
subject. 

Mr. Burge's letter corrects and 
a,.rnplifies many of the areas in which 
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he has been directly connected, bring­
ing new records to light. His explana­
tion of the sequence of paper orders 
by the Government Printer and supply 
by the Stamp Duties Department is 
an interesting confirmation of proce­
dures. 

Mr. Burge also raises anomalous 
points regarding my theory on the 
printing of the 2/ 6. I labeled my 
opinion a "possible solution," and I 
readily admit that other solutions may 
have equal validity. In defense of my 
theory, I would suggest that the rate 
of initial demand for the 21hd could 
have been higher due to the introduc­
tion of a new design and value (which 
was expected to be used regularly) , 
but that after the initial drain on sup­
plies to satisfy philatelic demand, the 
use rate stabilized at a more realistic 
level. It could have been between the 
high early demand and the later stabi­
lization that the 2/ 6 misprinting was 
made with Davis realizing after de­
livery of the "wrong" value that a 
reorder would not be necessary. Ob­
viously, this is a point that cannot be 
proven or disproven and other theories 
should be given due consideration. 

The remaining area touched upon 
by Mr. Burge concerns that which is 
also the subject of Dr. McNaugbts 
letter. Clearly, here the final word has 
yet to be said. Dr. McNaught's posses­
sion of VM7 sideface stamps cancelled 
in late Dec. 1887 and Jan. 1888 
that there must have been a supply of 
the VM 7 paper sometime prior to 
those dates. The post office records, 
which Mr. Burge has combed so 
diligently, shows that 37 reams of 
VM 7 paper were sent out in Sept. 
1888. It is my understanding that some 
of these records are missing, (as 
reported by Mr. Burge in "The New 
Zealand Stamp Collector,") and that 
it is conceivable (certain, by Dr. 
McN aught's evidence) that an earlier 
supply of VM 7 paper was available 
very late in 1887. This is an excellent 
example of "comparative philately" at 
work. Yet, it forces a return, at least 
to some degree, to the uncertainty of 
which paper - VM 7 or HM 6 -
was used for the Nov. 5, 1887, Palm 



Trees prmtmg. I am glad that these 
questions were raised at this time, 
they will serve to guide future research 
along these lines. 

After careful consideration of the 
points raised. I still must favor the idea 
that HM 6 paper was used for the 
Nov. 5, 1887, printing because : 

1. It seems logical to expect that 
the time between printing and use of 
stamps of the second sideface issue was 
quite short, making it possible that the 
first use of the VM 7 paper was in 
early December or late November 
1887 and later than the printing in 
question. 

2. New stocks of paper could be 
expected to see first use for the stamps 
o(the "parent" country which ordered 
it. 

3. The observed frequency of 
known copies of the stamps should 
mirror the numbers printed. Since the 
July 6th printing involved either 9,360 
of each value, and the November 5th 
printing would raise these figures for 
the lower 3 values to 33,600 or 
33,840, either a "flat distribution" of 
equal numbers will be known for all 
values, supporting the single printing 
idea, or the lower 3 values will be far 
more plentiful, which would support 
the combined printings theory. The 
observed data may be seen in the fol­
lowing table. 

A B c 
Known Comb. Single 

Value Copies Printing~ Printing 

1hd 7 .021 % .073 % 
ld 12 .036 % . 128% 
2d 8 .024% .083 % 
4d 2 .021 % .021 % 
1/- 3 .032% . 032% 
2/ 6 1 .010 % .010 % 

The 6d value is not considered here 
as it was involved in an entirely 
separate printing in a quantity much 
larger than those in the first printing. 
The number of copies in Col. A in­
clude the total reported in such major 
holdings as McNaught, Burge, Powell 
and three other specialists . The per­
centages in Col. B are those of the 
known copies with respect to the num­
bers printed of the three lower values. 
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The combination of the two printings 
yields a much higher basic number of 
each printed, therefore the numbers 
known must be higher to reach the 
same percentage as the higher values. 
For those statistically inclined, the 
mean of these percentages is .024 % 
with a standard deviation of .009 % . 
This means that the larger majority of 
observations will be from . 015 % to 
.033 % , a fairly flat distribution. In 
such a small sample this may still be 
considered a reasonably higher statis­
tical correlation. 

On the other hand, in Col. C the 
percentages are reported as if the only 
printing of perf 12 x 111/2 on HMG 
paper was that of July 6, 1887. In 
this case the percentages of the lower 
three values is much higher than the 
others. This might be interpreted as a 
higher use and retention rate of the 
more postally valid values. However, 
a comparison with other contempor­
ary printings (perf 121h and the two 
perf 12 x 111/2 groups) shows a fairly 
flat distribution over all values, leading 
one to expect similar percentages to 
be known of each value in a given 
printing with respect to numbers print­
ed . In this case the mean is .058 % 
and the standard deviation is .045 % , 
a much lower statistical correlation 
than the first. 

These arguments do not constitute 
an iron-clad defense of the theory, but 
are presented in the interest of accu­
racy. In either case, the Palm Trees, 
perf 12 x 11 1h on HM6 paper, are 
an issue of considerable rarity . 

I very much appreciate the close 
attention given to my efforts by such 
top experts and researchers as Mr . 
Burge and Dr. McN aught. It is this 
scrutiny that preserves the accuracy of 
philatelic writing for those who later 
may wish to further study this fasci­
nating area. 

The 20-Cent Parcel Post Stamp 

I have read with much interest the 
article on the 20-cent Parcel Post 
stamp in the March issue of the CCP. 

For a long time I have hoped to find 
someone especially interested in this 
stamp so that I could pass along a bit 
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of "family" information. Perhaps you 
can verify it should you care to do so. 

The stamp design was from a 
photograph in which General "Hap" 
Arnold was the pilot - long before 
he was a geenral, of course. 

Mrs. Arnold was a college class­
mate and life-long close friend of a 
relative of mine. When the latter men­
tioned my interest in stamp collecting 
during one of their visits together, 
Mrs. Arnold told her to tell me that 
General Arnold was piloting the 
"plane pictured on the 20-cent Parcel 
Post stamp." She added that it was the 
plane, not its pilot, which was im­
portant, but she liked to think of it as 
her husband's stamp. 

In view of the importance of the 
stamp in aviation postal history, and 
of General Arnold in aviation history 
itself, perhaps the above information 
takes on added importance after more 
than 60 years. Another instance of his 
belated recognition, perhaps, as well. 

Maryette B. Lane 
St. Petersburg, Florida 

General Henry Harley "Hap" 
Arnold graduated West Point in 1907 
and in 1911 was assigned to the A via­
tion Division of the Signal Corps. He 
became Chief of the Army Air Forces 
and, in 1944 was made General of 
the Army and later, General of the 
Air Force, both "five-star" ranks. He 
died in 1950. 

The Editor 

Kehr Editorial 

It seems I am always responding to 
editorials when written by Ernie 
Kehr! 

His editorial on stamp investments 
are either biased in their offering in 
the first case or tend toward new 
issues in the latter case. There are, 
however, exceptions to both as has 
been proved on many occasions. 

There was recently published a 
book by Richard H . Rush and the 
Editors of U.S. News and World Re­
port Books, "Investments You Can 
Live With and Enjoy." This was a 
guide to 18 collecting hobbies, in­
cluding stamps. The basis of the stamp 
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report was the sale of a "philatelic 
portfolio" brought together, with no 
knowledge on the part of the pur­
chaser, in 1943 and 1944. "A promi­
nent New Yorker" instructed the 
Guaranty Trust Company of New 
York to buy stamps from J. W. Scott, 
which purchases were placed in the 
clients' safe-deposit box until sold fol­
lowing his death in 1973 

The stamps were passed by H. R. 
Harmer, inc. and the writer, sensing a 
future story, ensured that cost prices 
(obtained from the bills) be noted on 
all the lots. 

It should be borne in mind that 
nearly everything was against a suc­
cessful investment. Firstly, the man at 
the bank presumably was not a phila­
telist and relied on the J. W. Scott 
Company to supply satisfactory 
material ; secondly, the company did 
not apply themselves too conscienti­
ously to their task, often supplying 
two or three of the same set at differ­
ent times and thirdly, the prices 
charged reflected a rather generous 
mark-up as compared with levels at 
that time. 

Despite these drawbacks the result, 
from an investment point of view, was 
most pleasing. The cost and sale 
prices were: 
Br. Com. Cost $13,000 Sold$ 30,000 
Foreign Cost $20,000 Sold $ 58 ,000 
U.S. Cost$ 9,000 Sold$ 60,000 

$42,000 $148,000 

This represents a net profit of 
$76,000 on a cost of $42,000 over a 
period of 10 years, amounting to 18 % 
per annum with the profit applying on 
a capital gains basis had the owner 
sold during his life-time. 

It is my belief that a cross-section 
of philatelic items purchased today at 
market levels, of a quality standard of 
"fine" or "better," the better items 
certified as to authenticity, would 
prove an admirable investment. What 
is more, the investor, unless he is very 
careful, will, before long, start to en­
joy the stamps and - horror of 
horrors - may become a collector or 
even a philatelist. 

Bernard D. Harmer 
New York, N. Y. 



THE COVERS OF THE SIBERIAN AEF 
A classification system for covers used by members of the American Expedi­

tionary Force in Siberia during World War I with comments on the Can­

cellation and Censor Markings. 

By David Opperman 
The sale in the latter part of 1973 
and early 1974 of the late Edith Faul­
stich's award-winning collection of 
covers used by the American Expedi­
tionary Forces in Siberia demonstrat­
ed the strong interest in postal history 
that exists today. Held at the Robert 
A. Siegel auction galleries, the more 
than 400 covers and collateral material 
brought extremely high prices despite 
the large quantity of material. In fact, 
the wealth of material in the sales be­
lies the scarcity of the covers. 

Mrs. Faulstich, at the time of her 
death in 1972, had the distinction of 
being among the foremost collectors 
and authorities on the postal history 
of the Siberian AEF. Many of her 
covers were "one-of-a-kind," obtained 
by her from veterans who took part in 
that expedition. She had an apprecia­
tion of their rarity shared by only a 
few other specialists in the field. 

This study is based on an examin­
ation of over 1000 covers and post 
cards, including the Faulstich collec­
tion which were sent to the States 
from Siberia by civilians, diplomats, 
relief organization workers, soldiers, 
sailors, marines and their comrades 
and the personnel of the Russian Rail­
way Service Corps (RRSC). In fact, 
all the major Siberian AEF collections 
in this country known to the author 
have been included. It attempts to 

David Opperman is the librarian of 
the War Cover Club and is a leading 
authority on the U. S. campaign in 
Siberia. 
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show the relative scarcity of each type 
of cancellation and censor marking 
used by these groups in Siberia dur­
ing World War I. 

The military intervention of the 
United States and its allies in Siberia 
near the end of World War I is a col­
orful chapter in that great conflict. 
Scholars are still debating its justifi­
cation, accomplishments, results, etc. 
But while the historical debate con­
tinues, the postal historian can piece 
together a fairly clear picture of the 
operation of the U. S. Postal Agency 
in Vladivostok, Siberia. 

From a postal history point of view, 
the intervention of the U. S. may be 
classified in relation to the establish­
ment of operations of the U. S. Postal 
Agency in Vladivostok. Such a classi­
fication of postal covers could be as 
follows: 

I. Forerunner Covers (1914-Sept. 
24, 1918) 
A. Relief Organization Workers 

and Technical Personnel 
B. Trops Enroute to Siberia 

1. From Fort McKinley, Phil­
ippine Islands 

2. From Camp Fremont, Cal­
ifornia 

C. AEF and RRSC in Siberia Be­
fore Postal Agency Establish­
ed 
1. Civil mail of Russia and 

China 
2. Censored but · uncancelled 

covers 
3. Tsuruga steamboat covers 
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II. The U. S. Postal Agency Period 
(Sept. 25, 1918-Mar. 23, 1920) 

A. Cancellations 
1. Temporary Shanghai, Chi­

na Handstamp (Sept. 25, 
1918-0ct. 1 7, 1918) 

2. Large Rubber Handstamp 
(Oct. 18, 1918-Dec. 18, 
1918) 

3. Small Steel Handstamp 
a. killer # 1 (Dec. 20, 

1918-Mar. 23, 1920) 
b. killer #3 (known used 

on Dec. 20, 1918, only) 
4. Registry Cancellations 

B. Censor Markings 
1. Manuscript 
2. Typewritten 
3. Rubber handstamps 

a. unit censors 
b. base censors 

4. Gummed censor labels 
5. Combined U. S. and for­

eign censoring 

C. Miscellaneous Postal Mark­
ings 
1. Registered mail 
2. Money orders 
3. Stations 1, 2, and 3 
4. Ship cancellations 
5. Railway Post Office (re­

ported but not extant) 

D. Types of Postal Stationery Re­
lated to the AEF 
1. Safe arrival post cards 

a. handwritten 
b. comercial post cards 
c. AEF post cards 
d. YMCA post cards 

2. Field Service post cards 
3. POW post cards 
4. Folded letter sheets 

a. U.S. 
b. Japanese 

5. Special post cards 
a. American Library Asso­

ciation Christmas Card 
b. YMCA and Knights of 

Columbus picture post 
cards 

c. Japanese picture post 
cards 

6. Special illustrated envel­
opes 
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E. Envelope Corner Cards and 
Letterheads 
1. YMCA 
2. Red Cross 
3. Knights of Columbus 
4. War Department 
5. Russian Railway Service 

Corps 
6. Personal corner cards 

F. Civil Mail 
1. Philatelic 
2. Red Cross 
3. American Library Associa­

tion 

lll. The Post-Occupation Period 
(Mar. 24, 1920-Nov. 19, 
1922) 

A. Ship Cancellations 
B. Red Cross Mail 
C. Russian Island Mail 

The above classification follows the 
flow of events from the earliest Amer­
ic~n involvement in Siberia. It begins 
with the Red Cross relief efforts short­
ly after the start of World War I and 
ends with the removal of the last 
Marine detachment from Russian Is­
land in Vladivostok Bay on Nov. 19, 
1922. Closely following Red Cross in­
volvement, American technical per­
sonnel, principally railroaders, were in 
Siberia making surveys of the Trans­
Siberian Railroad for the Russian gov­
ernment. Their reports initiated the 
formation of the RRSC, the quasi­
military group which landed on Rus­
sian soil months before our troops 
arrived. 

Personnel for the RRSC were re­
cruited from the railroads of the U. S. 
and the general manager of the Great 
Northern Railroad, George H. Emer­
son, was commissioned a colonel and 
put in charge of the outfit. All were 
given commissions as majors, captains 
and lieutenants, but were not swor~ 
into the army even though they wore 
army clothes and sidearms. They sail­
ed for Russia on Nov. 19, 1917, 
months before President Wilson de­
cided to send troops there to help the 
Czechoslovaks trying to return to the 
Western Front via Vladivostok. 

When the RRSC arrived in Vladi-



vostok on Dec. 14, 191 7, they were 
unable to land because of ice in the 
harbor and lack of available quarters 
on shore. They returned to Japan for 
the winter and did not return to the 
mainland until the spring of 1918. 
Some of them proceeded to Harbin, 
Manchuria, arriving on March 3rd. 
The remainder arrived in Vladivostok 
on August 11, 1918, eight days after 
the August 3rd decision of President 
Wilson to send troops to Russia. 

Our first troops, sent from Fort 
McKinley in the Philippines, landed 
in Vladivostok on August 15, 1918. 
Troops from Camp Fremont in Cali­
fornia arrived soon after. As the U. S. 
Postal Agency was not yet operation­
al, the troops used whatever means 
they could to communicate with home. 
Covers are known mailed through th.e 
Russian , Japanese, and Chinese postal 
systems, the latter principally from 
Harbin where units of the RRSC were 
stationed . 

One of the principal relief agencies 
in Russia predating our military in­
volvement was the American Red 
Cross . Thousands of German, Aus­
trian, Slav, and Hungarian prisoners 
of war were interned in Russia and 
Siberia. The Red Cross worked in such 
camps all across Siberia, providing re­
creation, books, food, and helping 
with medical and dental care and mail. 
Covers from these Red Cross work­
ers and the POW's all passed throu !!.h 
the civil mails prior to the establish­
ment of our postal agency. 

The order authorizing the postal 
agency was issued on Sept. 12, 1918, 
nearly four weeks after the arrival of 
the first troops from the Philippines. 
Censor markings were available and 
used by the postal agency shortly after 
its establishment, but a cancelling de­
vice had not yet arrived. Therefore, 
the earliest Siberian AEF "forerunner" 
covers have the censor marking struck 
in the upper right hand corner of the 
envelope where the cancellation nor­
mally would have apoeared. As soon 
as the temporary Shanghai, China, 
steel handstamo was place in use on 
Sept. 25, 1918, the censor marking 
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was applied in the lower left corner 
and was continued in that location 
from then on. 

One of the scarcest known foreign 
mail markings of the Siberian AEF 
are the "forerunner covers" from very 
early Russian civil mail , the Tsuruga 
steamboat covers. The Russian civil 
mail system forwarded certain mail to 
Japan via the tsuruga Steamboat Line 
which sailed from Valdivostock to 
Tsuruga, Japan. A few AEF covers in 
transit to Japan for forwarding to the 
United States received this cancella­
tion. 

The authorization for the establish­
ment of 2 postal agencies provided 
for a postal-agent-in-charge. Shortly 
thereafter, Stephen A. Cisler departed 
for Vladivostok to become the first 
such agent. Since a handstamp speci­
fically for agency use in Siberia was 
not immediately available on such 
short notice, a steel handstamp was 
temporarily substituted reading "U. S. 
Postal Agency, Shanghai , China." 
Used for approximately three weeks, 
this cancellation is seldom seen and 
aopears only rarely in philatelic auc­
tions. 

On October 18, 1918, the first can­
cellation, a large rubber one, specifi­
cally made for the agency in Vladivo­
stok appeared (Fig. 1). At least four 
"fi rst day" covers with this cancella­
tion are in the hands of collectors. 
This cancellation does not command 
appreciably higher prices on the ohila­
telic market than the small steel hand­
stamp that followed it, though it is 
much scarcer, probably b~cause col­
lectors are not aware of its limited 
use through Dec. 18, 1918. 

Two types of the small steel hand­
stamp are known . The cancel with the 
number "l" in the killer bars is the 
most common of all Siberian AEF 
cancellations . Compared to the tem­
porary Shanghai! cancel in use onlv 
three weeks and the large rubb~ r hand­
stamo used for two months, this can­
cellation is indeed a common one since 
it was in use for a year and three 
months. However. a similar cancella­
tion with number "3" in the killer bars 
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Figure 1. The t~mporary Shanghai, China handstamp used by the U.S. Postal Agency in 
Vladivostok, Siberia. 
is the rarest of all. Only one copy ap­
peared in this study of 1000 plus cov­
ers. Speculation concerning the exist­
ence of the number "2" in the killer 
bars exists with some basis in fact, but 
none have as yet been reported in the 

• philatelic press (Fig. 2). 

Figure 2. The scarcest known of all Sibe­
rian AEF cancellations. - The small steel 
handstamp with "3" in the killer bars. 

Censor marking varieties abound 
from the Siberian AEF and range 
from the very common (if anything 
from this expedition can be called 
common) to five types where a dozen 
or fewer examples are known. Some 
censoring was indicated by manuscript 
endorsement and some by typewriter, 
but the usual method of indicating 
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that a letter had been censored was by 
use of one of the fourteen known rub­
ber handstamp censor marking devices. 
Few auction catalog descriptions try 
to distinguish between them, conse­
quently "sleepers" can be picked up 
by the knowledgeable buyer if he has 
an opportunity to examine the covers 
before bidding. (Fig. 3). 

Most censoring was accomplished 
by officers in the individual unit to 
which the soldiers were assigned. Offi­
cers censored their own mail, some­
times by manuscript endorsement ~r 
by typed certification that the lettl;r 
was censored as they typed the ad~ 
dress on the cover. The bulk of the 
mail, howeevr, was from enlisted men 
and their covers were usually censored 
by a local censoring officer. It was 
possible, however, for an enlisted man 
to have his letter censored at base 
headquarters by the base censor if he 
did not want an officer in his unit read­
ing his correspondence. 

Various gummed censor labels ap­
pear on Siberian AEF covers, but it is 
difficult to establish when the censor­
ing occurred and the label applied. 
That gumemd labels were used by the 
U. S. Postal Agency in Vladivostok 
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Figure 3. Seldom seen censor marking used on colorful Japanese illustrated stationery. 
seems clear, as one is known tied to a 
cover by the small steel handstamp. 
It is equally likely, however, that 
some were used by censors in Japan 
and elsewhere. At any rate, the gum­
med labels do not have the words 
"Siberian AEF" on them as the censor 
handstamps do. They are, therefore, 
omitted from this study. 

For the specialist, a few covers ex­
ist showing some form of U.S. cen­
soring in combination with Russian, 
Chinese, or Japanese censoring. These 
occur on letters from the RRSC and 
the AEF which were placed in the 
civil mail after unit censoring, instead 
of being forwarded through the postal 
agency in Vladivostok. Our soldiers 
seemed to have used every possible 
means to send mail home and on 
every possible kind of stationery and 
post card that they could get their 
hands on . Many of these are now 
found in collections. 

The post cards and stationery used 
by the troops provide an interesting 
side line for specialists in the Sibe­
rian expedition. Most are quite scarce 
but are not included in the tables that 
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follow, since they were not an inte­
gral part of the functioning of the 
U.S. Postal Agency. 

An astonishing variety of corner 
cards exist on mail from the RRSC 
and AEF. There is great depth in cer­
tain organization corner cards, such as 
the YMCA with 16 varieties, but there 
is also a broad range of other organi­
zations. A few people even used their 
own printed corner cards. If one con­
siders every type of corner card used 
by each organization or person, over 
50 distinct colllectible varieties have 
been recorded to date. But, as in the 
case of the postal stationery, data on 
the occurrence of each variety is out­
side the scope of this study. 

Another interesting classification of 
mail passing through the postal agency 
in Vladivostok is "civilian" mail. Most 
of the men of the AEF used the free 
franking privilege, consequently, post­
age stamps are seldom found on these 
covers. However, all covers from non­
military personnel using the agenr::y 
had to have stamps affixed. Therefore, 
covers from Red Cross workers, 
YMCA workers and diplomats, had 
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Figure 4. Cover from a major in the Russian Railway Service Corps showing that the 
RRSC did not have free franking privilege. 
postage affixed to them. Included in 
this category of postage paid covers 
are at least three types of philatelic 
covers sent to Siberia by the well 
known dealer of that time, A.C. Roes­
sler of East Orange, New Jersey for 
cancelling and censoring. Even the 
RRSC had to use stamps since they 
were not "soldiers" and did not enjoy 
the free franking privilege. Interesting­
ly, in a recent court case granting full 
military status and veterans benefits 
to the men of the RRSC against the 
recommendation of the U.S. Govern­
ment, the lack of free franking privi­
lege was one fact used by the govern­
ment to support its case that RRSC 
personnel were not military men . 
(Fig. 4 ). 

The postal agency established at 
Vladivostok provided all the normal 
services that the troops in France re­
ceived such as registered mail and 
money orders. Registered letters are 
extremely scarce, but a number are re­
presented in U. S. collections. One 
such registered cover is unique in that 
the postal clerk used the money order 
handstamp instead of the registry 
handstamp and the cover carries a 
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Figure 5. Registered letter markings on 
letter posted at Spasskoye, Siberia, where 
Station No. 3 was located. 

"M.O.B." cancellation instead of a 
registry cancellation! (Fig. 5). 

Money order stubs are found in 
some collections as collateral mate­
rial , but they serve a more useful pur­
pose for the specialist. Prof. C. D . 
Brenner in the early 1950's discover­
ed that the U. S. Postal Agency in 
Vladivostok had field stations num­
bered 1, 2, and 3 at Verkhne-Udinst, 
Khabarovsk, and Spasskoye, respec­
tively. (Figs. 6-7-8). Our troops were 



St a t ion No. 1 St at ion No. 2 S t a t ion No.3 
Figure 6. Figure 8. Figure 7. 
scattered for 2,000 miles along the 
Trans-Siberian Railroad protecting 
certain sections of it from marauding 
bandits and Red Russians. Apparently 
these stations were established to serve 
our men in the interior of Siberia. 
Only one cover, a registered one, is 
known backstamped, "Station No. 3." 
No examples of "Station No. 2" or 
"Station No. 1" used on covers have 
been found. However, money order 
stubs confirm the existence of all 
three, since "Station No. 1," "Station 
No. 2" and "Station No. 3" appear on 
them. 

The money order marking illustrat­
ed in Fig. 9 is known used at Stations 
No. 1, 2, and 3 but none have been 
seen from the U.S. Postal Agency in 
Vladivostok. Of the seven money or­
der stubs examined and the one known 
usage on cover, one is from "Station 
No. 1," two are from "Station No . 2." 
The remaining four stubs and one 
cover are from "Station No. 3." A 
common "M.O.B." marking was in use 
at all three stations (Fig. 9) until late 
1919 when there was a shift in the 
lettering relative to the date on the 
marking from "Station o. 3." (Fig. 
9) . 

Figure 9. Money order marking used at 
Stations 1, 2 and 3. 

At this point it does not appear that 
the killers "1" and "3" used in the 
small steel agency handstamp have 
July 1975 
anything to do with "Stations 1" and 
"3" at Verkhne-Udinsk and Spass­
koye. Killer # l was definitely used in 
Vladivostok as confirmed by many 
post cards and letter correspondence. 
The one known example of "3" in a 
cancellation cannot definitely be tied 
to Spasskoye and, in fact, its early 
date, Dec. 20, 1918, may even be 
prior to the arrival there of our troops. 

Another classification of cancella­
tions from this expedition is from war­
ships stationed or operating in the 
vicinity of Vladivostok. Not only are 
cancellations found from the Brooklyn, 
South Dakota, Alabny, and New Or­
leans, but also two varieties of "U. S. 
Navy" in the cancelling device are re­
corded. Apparently troopships did not 
have their own post offices, but cov­
ers from the Saturn, Thomas, and 
Logan are known with other cancel­
lations. Thus, a rich variety of naval 
cancellations are found, especially 
since most of the warships have can­
cellations both with and without "Vla­
divostok, Siberia" between the killer 
bars. 

A word about Railway Post Office 
(R.P.O.) cancellations from Siberia. 
None have ever been recorded, al­
though the postal agent, Mr. Cisler, 
reported to Prof. Brenner that they 
were used. (1) 

Although the final contingent of the 
army sailed from Vladivostok on April 
1, 1920, the latest known cancellation 
used by the troops is Mar. 23, 1920. 
Mr. Cisler stayed on, closing the 
agency on July 10, 1920. Agency can­
cellations are not known during the 
late March to early July period. Other 
cancellations are known however, and 
give rise to what is referred to in the 
above classification as the Post-Occu­
pation Period. Fig. 10, a Russian Is­
land cancellation, is an example of 
such a cancellation. 
1. Brenner, C. D., "The A.E.F. in Siberia," War Cover Club Bulletin, Vol. VII, Whole 
No. 4, January 1953, page 3. 
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Figure 10. Cancellation used on Russian 
Island in the bay just off Vladivostok wh~re 
the Marine radio station was located. 

American personnel, especially Red 
Cross workers, technical advisors, and 
diplomats were not evacuated simul­
taneously with the U. S. Army. There­
fore, U. S. naval vessels continued to 
operate in the area and a small de­
tachment of Marines continued to man 
a radio station on Russian Island in 
the bay just off Vladivostok. Civilian 
mail franked with Russian stamps, 
ship cancellations, and mail from Rus­
sian Island constitute a postal record 
of this final phase of U. S. involve­
ment in Siberia which came to an end 
with the closing of the radio station 
and the departure of the Marines on 
Nov. 19, 1922.(2) 

The evidence of U. S. activity on 
Russian Island is rare, indeed, con­
sisting of just two items in this study. 
One is the registered cover using the 
distinctive cancellation, "U.S.N.R. Sta. 
Russian Isl. Vladivostok, Siberia," 
shown in Fig. 10. The other is a cover 
from a private in the Marines with a 
handwritten return address "U. S. Mar­
ine Barracks / Russian Island I Sibe­
ria," and cancelled by the USS Albany. 
Only one or two other copies of the 
Russian Island cancellation are known 
according to the late Robert S. Gor­
don, a specialist in U. S. cancellations 
from foreign countries. (2,3 ) 

There is no certain way of ever 
knowing how many Siberian AEF cov­
ers are held in collectors hands or 
which may come to light some day 
through new discoveries. Nevertheless, 
the more than one thousand covers 
on which this survey is based undoubt­
edly is quite representative of what 
216 
exists today. These include the hold­
ings of specialists, such as the late 
Mrs. Faulstich, the dealer stock of the 
Chicago professional, Mr. Samuel Ray, 
which probably is the most extensive 
of its kind in the country today and 
collections of philatelists who own 
only a few of these items. Therefore, 
the frequency of occurrence of each 
cancellation and censor marking re­
corded in this study should provide an 
excellent guide to rarity. Since the 
holdings of the Smithsonian Institu­
tion, Washington , D. C., will probably 
never become available on the phila­
telic market, data for its holdings is 
given separately in the tables in case 
collectors wish to exclude that data 
from their calculations of rarity. Early 
and late dates of use are also given, 
since short periods of use are in them­
selves an indication of probable scar­
city. 

V) 

? 

1918 ..... ., 
Figure 11. 

9 AM 
1918 

S/BE~\~ 

Figure 12. 
2. Notes, War Cover Club Bulletin, Whole No. 39, Aug. 1963, page 492. 

3. N otes, War Cove~ Club Bulletin, Vol. XI, Whole No. 6, June 1965, page 75 . 



CAN CELLA TIO NS 

Table 1. 

Occurrence of Cancellations of the 
U.S. Postal Agency, Vladivostok, Siberia 

Total No. 
of 

Cancels 
Recorded 

Cancels 
m 

Smith­
sonian 

Shanghai, China - Temporary (Fig. 11) 
Large Rubber Handstamp (Fig. 12) 

52 
194 
~ 

60 
176 Small Steel Handstamp, Killer #I (Fig. 13) 

Small Steel Handstamp, Killer #3 (Fig. 14) 
Registered (Fig. 15) 

698 
1 

10 
0 
1 

Shanghai, China 
955 254 
This temporary cancellation seldom 
appears with a clear strike. In fact , 
more often than not, it is barely legi­
ble. However, its scarcity would indi­
cate that a collector should not pass 
up any opportunity to acquire an 
example. It is known used with "10: 30 
AM" as the indicated time in the 
cancel through Oct. 2, 1918 (Fig. 11 ) . 
After that date no hour of the day is 
indicated other than "AM." Earliest 
date of use: Sept. 25, 1918; latest 
date: Oct. 17, 1918. Color: black. 

Large Rubber Handstamp 

As soon as the regular "U.S. Postal 
Agency, Siberia" handstamp, a large 
rubber one, arrived it was placed into 
use, immediately replacing the temp­
orary Shanghai cancel. The time in 
this cancel is always "9 AM" and no 
varieties of it are known. Though it 
appear.;; nearly four times as often as 
the Shanghai cancel , it is still quite 
elusive. Fine strikes are frequently 
found, but due to its large size a por­
tion of the cancel is often off the cover, 
particularly the killer bars (Fig. 12). 
This cancel is never confused with any 
of the others. Earliest date of use: 
Oct. 18 , 1918; latest date: Dec. 18, 
1918. Color: black. 

Small Steel Handstamp, Killer #1 
This is the Siberian AEF cancella­

tion most commonly seen. It repre­
sents 73 percent of the cancels in this 
study. The time in this cancellation is 
July 1975 
always "10 AM," but an interesting 
variety occurs in it. In late 1919 the 
date and the time slugs were changed 
in their relative positions. Early ex­
amples are normal in character with 
the date appearing above the time. 
(Fig. 13) . However, beginning about 
Oct. 23, 1919, the "JO AM" appears 
above the date and continues in that 
position throughout the remainder of 
this handstamp's usage. This fact can 
aid in the identification of certain 
strikes where the year is unclear. 
Earliest date of use: Dec. 20, 1918; 
latest date : Mar. 23, 1920. Color: 
black. It is worth noting that neither 
the large rubber handstamp nor this 
one are known used on Thursday, De­
cember 19, 1918 . Therefore, the 
latest date of the large rubber cancel­
lation and the earliest date of this 
cancellation may be subject to change. 

Small Steel Handstamp, Killer #3 

Little is known or can be inferred 
about this handstamp since only one 
example is known. It is classed as a 
separate handstamp rather than a sub­
type of the previous one since the 
existence of Field Stations Nos. 1, 2 
and 3 have been confirmed. This 
handstamp may actually be an exam­
ple of Station No. 3 (Fig. 14). How­
ever, as indicated earlier, present 
evidence seems to indicate otherwise . 
Only date used: Dec. 20, 1918. Color : 
black. 
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Figure 13. 

A. .... 

Registered Mail Cancellations 
Because the registry handstamp was 

used not only as a cancellation, but 
was also appli ed two or more times as 
a backstamp on each registered letter, 
there is almost always at least one 
good strike on each cover. Although 
these cancellations all seem to be uni­
form as ind icated in Fig. 15, the 
supplemental markings used to record 
the number of the registered letter 
varies, and two distinct types have 
been identified. Type I (Fig. 16), was 
used at the postal agency in Vladivos­
tok as shown by the return address on 
several letters which gives "Vladivos­
tok" rather than "AEF Siberia," as is 
customary on most other covers. The 
marking measures 421/2 mm. by 10 
mm. This marking has a chipped lower 
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left corner that occurs as a constant 
variety on covers dated from May 
1919 through the last known cover in 
February 1920. 

In the earlier discussion of this 
classifir..:ation system, it was mentioned 
that one registered cover also had a 
backstamp reading, "Station No. 3" 
(Fig. 8). The Type II marking (Fig. 
17) occurs on this cover. Shorter and 
thicker, it measures 401/2 mm. by 24 
mm. overall with the interior rectangle 
measuring, 271/z mm. by 9 mm. These 
markings (Fig. 8 and Fig. 17) are the 
single usage of these handstamps that 
occurred in this study. The straight 
line marking of "Station No. 3" used 
on the registered cover is identical to 
the "Station No. 3" marking used on 
money order stubs to indicate the offce 
Table 2 

Characteristics of Siberian AEF Registered Covers 

Cover Date R eg. No. Type Return Address Notes 

1-20-19 880 I 
* 893 I Arn. Red Cross, Vladivostok 

4- 2-19 3310 II Backs tamped 
Station No. 3 

5-23-19 2218 I chipped corner, 
M.O.B. 
cancellation 

9- 4-19 495 I 
9- 9-19 551 I 
9-21-19 691 I chipped corner 

12-23-19 1268 I Hdqtrs AEF Siberia chipped corner 
1-10-20 1363 I Hdqtrs 31st Infantry chipped corner 
2-27-20 1654 I Vladivostok chipped corner 

* The cancel lation is not c lear but the latest known date of use of the censor marking on the 
cover is in January 1919. 



of origin. 
The registered cover referred to 

earlier, with the money order marking 
used as a cancellation, originated in 
Vladivostok and has the Type I 
chipped corner registered number 
marking. It is dated May 23, 1919. 

Earliest date of use of the registry 
markings: Jan. 20, 1919 ; latest date: 
Feb. 27, 1920. Color: violet. 
Figure 15. 

Figure 16. Type I. 

1<1gore 1'/. l)'pt: u . 

It would appear from Table 2 that 

the number system for registered 
covers from Vladivostok built up to 
over 2200 and then started all over 
again in mid-1919. A new consecutive 
series was underway by September 
1919 and continues into 1920. The 
registry number, "3310," entered at 
Station No. 3 on April 2, 1919 seems 
quite large for an outpost at Spass­
koye. Perhaps the first digit refers to 
Station No. 3 with numbers in the 
July 1975 
3000 series assigned to the station. If 
so, this would be cover, number 310. 
However, this is purely speculation. 

CENSOR MARKINGS 

The Norona4 classification of censor 
markings used in Table 3 is somewhat 
modified from its original form as 
several new discoveries have been 
A. E. F. SIBERIA 
CENSORED 

Sig : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Figure 18. Type C-1. 

A. E . F. S I B E R I A 
CENSORED 

Sig:. 

Figure 19. Type C-2. 
added since it first appeared in 1932. 
Also, Norona's type C-4 is a gummed 
censor label which cannot be definitely 
tied to use at the postal agency in 
Vladivostok, although another type of 
gummed label can be. Since the gum­
med labels omit reference to the 
Siberian AEF, they have been omitted 
from this study, although about ten 
different ones have been noted on such 
covers . Therefore, there are fourteen 
distinctly identified Siberian AEF cen­
sor markings knovm to date. It should 
be noted that some covers have can­
cellaticns, but were not censored, and 
some covers, such as forerunners, have 
censor markings but no cancellations. 
For this reason, totab in Tables 1 and 
3 need not be the same. 
4. This classification first appeared in Postal Markings, Vol. 2, Nos. 10 and 11 , October 
and December l 932. The classification has been expanded as new varieties came to light. 
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Table 3 

Occurrence of Censor Markings 
of the 

U.S. Postal Agency, Vladivostok, Siberia 

N orona Classification 
of Censor Markings 

Total Number of 
Censor Markings 

Censor Markings in the 
Smithsonian Collection 

C- 1 
C- 2 
C- 3 
C- 5 
C- 6 
C- 7 
C- 8 
C- 9 
C-10 
C-11 
C-12 
C-13 
C-14 
C-15 

(Fig. 18) 
(Fig. 19) 
(Fig. 20) 
(Fig. 21) 
(Fig. 22) 
(Fig. 23) 
(Fig. 24) 
(Fig. 25) 
(Fig. 26) 
(Fig. 27) 
(Fig. 28) 
(Fig. 29) 
(Fig. 30) 
(Fig. 31) 

422 
176 

54 
22 

1 
54 
26 

8 
61 
34 
10 

Totals 

5 
58 
12 

943 

116 
73 
13 
2 
0 

12 
2 
3 

10 
8 
1 
1 
5 
4 
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C-1 Unit Censor 
C-1 and C-2 are quite similar but 

can be easily distinguished in clear 
strikes. In C-1 the "B" in "Siberia" is 
to the right of the "R " in "Censored." 
This is the most common of all censor 
markings, accounting for 45 percent of 
those examined. C-1 always has an 
officer's written signature but, since it 
was used so frequently, no attempt has 
been made to list the various officers 
whose names appear in it. Unlike some 
of the later censor markings of late 
1919, where signatures are omitted, 
this marking always occurs with a sig­
nature, even on the latest known date 
of use, March 4, 1920. (Fig. 18). 

C-1 measures 72 mm. by 341/z mm. 
although this may vary 1/z mm. or so 
according to the pressure used in ap­
plying the marking to the cover. 
Purple is the most common color, but 
black, red , green, and blue are found 
on occasion. It was used on forerunner 
covers before the regular agency can­
celler arrived so an exact earliest date 
of use cannot be determined. Earliest 
date of use recorded with a cancella­
tion: Oct. 2, 1918; latest date: Mar. 
4, 1920. 
220 
C-2 Unit Censor 
Censor marking C-2 (Fig. 19) has 

the "B" located to the left of the "R " 
a change of position f;:om that not~d 
in Fig. 18. This is the second most 
common type and is recognized as a 
distinct type only by specialists in the 
field . Size measurements are the same 
as that of C-1. Auction catalog de­
scriptions often do not mention the 
major differences in censor markings, 
let alone minor differences such as 
this . C-1 and C-2 together account for 
63 percent of all censor markings. 
Since they are the mainstays of censor 
markings, they are sometimes found 
in battered condition because of the 
wear they received. As with C-1, C-2 
also occurs with many, many different 
signatures which are not listed. Over 
half of the markings are in purple, but 
black and red have also been found. 
Earliest date : Sept. 25 , 1918; latest 
date: Feb. 5, 1920. Also used on 
forerunner covers, the precise date of 
earliest use of C-2 may never be 
known. 

C-3 Unit Censor 
This censor marking accounts for 



A.E.F. SIBERIA 

CENSORED 

Sig ................. . 

Figure 20. Type C-3. 

only a little over 5 percent of the con­
sor markings and must be regarded as 
scarce. It is sometimes confused with 
C-1 and C-2 in poor strikes, but can 
always be distinguished by its shorter 
length - 63 mm. It is 391h mm. wide. 
Meant for use with an officer's signa­
ture, it occurs with a wide variety of 
names. Earliest use: May 15, 1919 ; 
latest date : Sept. 18, 1919. The color 
is black. (Fig. 20). 

C-5 Unit Censor 

C-5 (Fig. 21) is often confused 
with C-11 , a base censor. C-5 "Cen­
sored," in its wording (Fig. 21) , 
whereas the other has "Passed As 
Censored." Usually, careful examina­
tion will indicate which marking it it. 
Also, there is no reference to "Base 
Censor" in C-5 as in C-11. The C-5 
censor marking was used quite late in 
the tenure of the postal agency which, 
of course, is one reason for its scarcity. 
It is not known used with officer sig­
natures in manuscript, as the policy of 

A. E. F Siberia 
Censored 

Sig ................. . .... . .. . 

Figure 21. Type C-5. 

having the censoring officer sign the 
censor stamp seems to have been 
abandoned by some units late in the 
summer of 1919 before this censor 
marking was used . Measurements: 44 
mm. by 19 mm. Earliest date: Oct. 1, 
July 1975 
1919; latest use found in this survey, 
Dec. 13, 1919. A later use, Jan. 6, 
1920, has been reported in the litera­
ture. Color : black 2nd blue. 

C-6 Unit Censor 
This censor marking is not only the 

scarcest of all Siberian censor mark­
ings, but it is also the one most 
shrouded in mystery (Fig. 22). As 
can been seen from Table 3, only one 
example appeared among all the col­
lections, dealer stocks, and auctions 
covered by this survey, although an­
other one is described in the Decem­
ber 1932 issue of Postal Markings. 
The cover in this survey is dated Feb­
ruary 2 7, 191 7, well before our troops 
arrived in Russia. The other one is 
dated January 18, 1921 long after 
our troops had departed. Both covers 
are civil mail with postage affixed. 
Apparently there was a detention 
center where mail was held , censored 
and later forwarded to its destination 
after cancelling. This is the case of the 
1921 cover. Both exam pies of C-6 are 
in purple. Current efforts of the author 
are directed at identifying the censor­
ing official through the written initials 
appearing in the censor marking. 

A. E.F. SIBERIA 

CENSORED 

Sig: 
Figure 22. Type C-6. 

C-7 Base Censor 

Lt. Lester K. Ade was the first base 
censor assigned by the AEF in Siberia. 
Prof. Brenner corresponded with him 
as did Mr. Cisler, and much informa­
tion was gained. Since Ade was the 
first base censor, this marking is the 
earliest of the six known base censor 
markings. o written signature occurs 
in it - Ade's name is set in type 
(Fig. 23) As is •he case with C-1 and 
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C-2, the marking is found on fore­
runner covers posted before the postal 
agency acquired its regular cancelling 
device. One cover, however, which had 
its enclosed letter intact, was dated 
Sept. 12, 1918. 

Earliest cancelled cover: Oct. 12, 
1918; Latest date: Jan. 6, 1919. The 
early strikes are in purple, later ones 
may be found in black. Measurements: 
55 mm. by 31 mm. 

A. E. F. SIBERIA 
CENSOR ED 

Lieut. Lester K. Ade, 
Base Censor 

Figure 23. Type C-7. 

C-8 Base Censor 

Lt. Ade's name appears in a second 
censor marking within a double ring 
oval (Fig. 24) Why the rectangular 
first marking was phased out in Jan­
uary 1919 and a second one put into 
service in February 1919 is not 
known. This second censor marking 
was in use for only two months, 
whereas Ade's first censor marking 
was in use for four months, making it 
twice as common as C-8. C-8 is quite 
similar to C-10 and may be confused 
with it in poor strikes. However, the 
cancellation date should help in identi­
fication, since C-8 was used much 
earlier in the year than C-10 was. 
Black is the usual color for C-8, but 
it is occasionally found in purple. 
Earliest date: Feb. 1, 1919; latest 
date : Mar. 31 , 1919. 

C-9 Base Censor 
This is one of the very desirable 

base censor markings since it prob­
ably was in use for about one month 
(Fig. 25). Apparently a Lt. H. R. 
Bartow 2nd, another censor, took over 
Lt. Ade's duties in early April 1919, 
as Ade's signature is not seen after 
that and Bartow and his companion 
222 
Figure 24. Type C-8. 

are the only ones seen in April. The 
fact that the Bartow censor marking 
was not used after May is somewhat 
of a puzzle as a later base censor 
marking is known used in June and 
July 1919 with two written "H.R.B.s", 
obviously Bartow's initials. Why Bar­
tow should have discontinued using a 
printed signature and started using 
another censor marking that required 
the signing of his initials is not known . 
Color: black or purple. Earliest date: 
Apr. 19, 1919; latest date: May 7, 
1919. 

A.E.F. SIBERIA 
CENSORED 
Lt. R.J. Cryer 
Base Censor 

Figure 25. Type C-9. 

C-10 Base Censor 

The most frequently seen base cen­
sor marking, C-10, (Fig. 26) does not 
have a printed name in it as do the 
previous three types. It has a blank 
space for the censor in which to write 
his name or initials. It was used by a 
variety of people, since the buildup of 
our troops to nearly 10,000 men made 
base censoring duties far greater than 
one man could handle. A full written 
name is never found in C-10, only 
initials. The most frequently found 
initials are, "H.R.B.," "J.C.R." and 
"R .G.B." Toward the end of August 



Figure 26. Type C-10. 

1919 initials are no longer found in 
the markings and the blank space is 
unfilled. Colors used for C-10 are 
blue, purple and black. Earliest date: 
June 3, 1919; ]ates date: Sept. 29 , 
L 919. An interesting sidelight on the 
use of C-10 is that some of the phila­
telic mail sent to the postal agency by 
Roessler to be returned to himself has 
the C-10 marking used by the civilian 
censor, S. A. Cisler, the postal agent 
in charge at Vladivostok. 

C-11 Base Censor 

C-11 (Fig. 27) seems to take up 
where C-10 left off as far as chrono­
logical use goes, making it the latest 
base censor marking encountered. As 
mentioned in the discussion of C-5, it 
is quite similar to that mainly in style 
and type. It was used late, giving rise 
to speculation that the censor devices 
were made by the same person or 
firm. C-11 is slightly longer in length 
than C-5 and measures 49 mm. by 19 
mm but it must be kept in mind when 
measuring rubber handstamps that 
they are not rigid and the measure­
ments can vary plus or minus a milli­
meter according to the intensity of the 
strike. It has been noted that initials 
disappeared from the C-10 censor 
marking in August 1919, and none at 
all appear in C-11, since it was used 
late in the occupation. There is prob­
ably a greater variety of colors used 
with this censor mark than any other, 
blue, purple, red , black, and green all 
exist. Earliest date: Sept. 4, 1919; 
latest date: Mar. 17, 1920. Since the 
last troops departed on April 1, 1920, 
this censor marking was probably in 
use until they left. 
July 1975 
A. E . F. Siberia 
Passed as Censored 

Base Censor 

Figure 27. Type C- 11. 

C-12 Base Censor 
Lt. R. J. Cryer, along with Lt. 

Bartow, censored mail in April 1919, 
following Lt. Ade, who had censored 
all the mail requiring base censorship 
up to that time. In use for less than a 
month, C-12 (Fig. 28) is one of the 
five seldom found Siberian censor 
markings. Lt. Cryer's written signature 
(Fig. 28) with a C-1 unit censor, 
exists dated Apr. 2, 1919. It can be 
inferred from this that April 3rd is the 

A. E. F: SIBERIA 
CENSOR.EID 

Lt. H.R.Bartow 
Base Censor 

F igure 28. Type C- 12. 

earliest possible date that he could 
have assumed base censoring duties. 
Earliest known date : Apr. 5, 1919; 
latest date: Apr. 17, 1919. It is found 
in black. 

C-13 Unit Censor 

In Delf Norona's original classifica­
tion, censor markings C-12 to C-15 
were unknown. Because of new dis­
coveries after 1938, this classification 
is being added, beginning with C-13 
(Fig. 29) . Three of the four markings, 
C-12, C-13 , C-15, are rather rare. 
Though C-13 bas a line for the censor 
to sign his name, it seems to have not 
been generally used. This marking is 
found only with the signature of W. E . 
Crampton. Captain Crampton, a pro­
lific writer, sent over 200 letters to lus 
wife from Siberia, each one numbered 
on the face of the envelope. Yet, of 
the covers studied in this survey, only 
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four have a C-13 marking. 
In many cases, Capt. Crampton 

merely typed "Censored" on the en­
velope and signed his name, the 
privilege of an officer. The fifth known 
use of this marking is on a letter from 
a private for which Capt. Crampton 
acted as the unit censor. Color: black; 
measurements: 53 mm. by 33 mm. 
Earliest date: May 14, 1919; latest 
date: April 14, 1920. It has been not­
ed earlier that the expeditionary forces 
depar~~d on April 1, 1920, but certain 
military personnel remained behind to 
act as interpreters, supply intelligence 
information and to man the radio sta­
tion on Russian Island. Capt. Cramp­
ton was one of the men who did not 
return to the United States when the 
Siberian AEF departed on April 1st. 

A. E. F. SIBERIA 
CENSORED BY 

capt. . .. .. .... . . . 
F igure 29. Type C- 13. 

C-14 Unit Censor 
The C-14 censor (Fig. 30) marking 

is actually a family of censor mark­
ings with several different varieties 
created by different censor numbe~s 
in the lower left-hand corner. It is 
known used with the numbers 1, 2, 5, 
and 7 in the corner. Numbers 3, 4, 
and 6 have never been reported. It is 
also quite possible that C-14 exists 
without any number at all, but it is 
not easy to tell if that is the case or 
if the censor marking was poorly 
struck, causing the number to be 
omitted. 

Either because of faulty spelling or 
sloppy workmanship in making C-14, 
"MILITARY" is actually speLed 
"MILITARY" and "A.F.F ." appears 
in the censor instead of the correct, 
"A.E.F." Strikes are clear enough to 
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MILITARV CENSORSHIP 

A. F· F., SIBERIA 

BY-·- -·---·-· - . ---
No.2 

Figure 30. Type C-14. 

A. E. F. SIBERIA 
\EN50RED 

·- .. -- -- -· · -·-·· ·-- -

Figure 31. Type C- 15. 

indicate that these are, indeed, spell­
ing errors, and a constant variety of 
this marking, since 47 of the 58 strikes 
can be identified with the "V" and 
the "F." The other 11 strikes are poor 
and cannot be clearly distinguished as 
to the exact lettering. No examples are 
known with correct spelling. 

Certain numbers appear with this 
marking far more frequently than do 
others . With the exception of one 
officer who cannot be identified, all 
officers signing their name in this cen­
sor marking were attached to Head­
quarters, General Staff, AEF. It is 
entirely possible that this was the unit 
censor created for the General Staff. 
In all but three cases, the officers used 
the censor marking on their own per­
sonal mail. It was never used with 
initials and a full written signature was 
ne\'er missing, even though it was 
used after the date when some of the 
other censors were dropping names 
and initials from their markings. Table 
4 shows the frequency of appearance 
of each number and how many times 
it has been found used by each 
officer. 



Table 4. 

Information on the Varieties of Censor Marking C-14 

Variety Officer's Name Using C-14 Number Number Colors Earliest Latest 
of Total Observed Date Date 

Times of 
Found Strikes 

-
No Number Capt. Laurence B. Packard 1 
or Number Feb. 17, Dec. 30, 
Indistinct Lt. Col. R. L. Eichelberger 2 7 black 1919 1919 

Col. George H . Emerson 4 

Capt. Laurence B. Packard 2 Mar. 1, Mar. 23, 
No. 1 39 violet, 1919 1920 

Lieut. J. R. Northrup 37 blue 

Capt. Laurence B. Packard 3 
black, Nov. 23 , June 4, 

No. 2 Capt. F. F. Moore 3 7 blue 1918 1919 
violet 

Lieut. J. R. Northrup 1 

Capt. J. N. Powers 2 
Nov. 7, Mar. 10, 

No. 5 Capt. F . F . Moore 1 4 red 1918 1919 

Capt. James E. McKenna 1 

No. 7 Name indistinct 1 1 not Jan. 30. same 
observed 1920 

grand total 58 
C-15 Unit Censor 
This very scarce censor marking 

(Fig. 31) has never previously been 
illustrated in philatelic literature. It 
has been known for some time, as four 
examples were in the collection that 
the Rev. Floyd S. Leach formed in the 
40's and 50's and which eventually 
formed the basis for the Smithsonian 
collection . It was also well represented 

January 1919 5 examples 
February 1919 1 cover 
March 1919 1 cover 
April 1919 1 cover 
May 1919 1 cover 
June 1919 1 cover 
July 1919 2 covers 
July 1975 
in the Faulstich collection. Only one 
example was seen outside of these two 
collections. There is reason to believe 
that it was made locally because of 
the unusual form of the letters A, C, 
N and D. Every example of it is 
signed in full by an officer and there 
is a good correlation between date of 
use and the officer whose signature 
appears. For example: 

all signed by A. L. Zacharias 
C. Fribley 
0. C. Watson and A. K. Lincoln 
Fred J. Darling 
Fred J. Darling 
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August 1919 no covers 
September 1919 no covers 
October 1919 no covers 
November 1919 no covers 

Color: purple. Earliest date: Jan. 10, 

The author is deeply indebted to 
many, many Siberian AEF collectors 
who have generously loaned material 
for copying and study. The Chicago 
dealer, Mr. Samuel Ray, made his 
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1~111111
W. L. Brad berg 

W. S. Grenoble 
1919; latest date: Nov. 28, 1919. 

dealer stock available for study and 
his helpful comments are greatly ap­
preciated. Comments are invited from 
readers who have questions or new 
information to report. 
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AUSTRIAN CONSULAR POST OFFICE AT MOSTAR 
A NEW DISCOVERY 

By Mirko R. Rasic 
It bas long been known that the Austrian Consulate General in Sarajevo 

maintained a regular courier service for official and private mail sent to the 
border town of Brood in the ea rly 1850s. Nevertheless, no cover with the Austrian 
postmark used in Sarajevo has ever been recorded. All of the letters fro m the 
Austrian Consulate, of which a great number are known, bear no Sarajevo post­
mark and the charge to deliver them to Brood was paid in cash. Such covers 
merely have an Austrian postage stamp on them cancelled with the Brood post­
mark. There is no indication of how they reached Brood. 

It has also long been known that Austria, in the early 1850s, opened Con­
sulates in Mostar and Banj aluka. It was assumed that these Consulates also 
maintained regular courier service to the border. 

Now, a cover dispatched in 1851 has been discovered. It carries the bluish 
green Austrian postmark of Mostar 27.10, the red transit postmark of Metkovic 
4.11 and "franco" in the same color as the Mostar postmark. It is addressed to 
Vienna and contains on the reverse the figures 6/ 9, indicating that postage to 
the border was 6 kreuzer and from the border to Vienna, 9 kreuzer paid in cash. 
There is also a note in Italian: "II Sig. R egl is viene pregato d'affrancare questa 
lettera. Gustavo." (Mr. R eglis is asked to pay postage for this letter. Gustave). 

It presents a new challenge for the collectors of the Austrian Levant. 
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The New York Post Office Building. - From the south-west corner of Broadway and 
Fulton Streets. 

THE NEW YORK POST OFFICE 

By Edward Eggleston 

"Neither snow, nor rain, nor gloom of night 

really meant something back in 1878. 

,, 
This entertaining piece of postal 
history appeared in the May 1878 
issue of Scribner's Magazine. Written 
by Edward Eggelston, still remem­
bered for his realistic novels of pioneer 
Indiana "The Hoosier School­
master" and "The Hoosier School-
228 
boy," it describes the inner workings 
of the New York post office, the dedi­
cation to duty and the sincere efjort 
to serve, of the men who worked the 
mail in those halcyon days almost a 
hundred years ago. 

The Editors 



In the good old days when Franklin 
was postmaster-general of the colonies 
and kept all of his accounts in a nice 
little memorandum book of three hun­
dred pages, he introduced many won­
derful improvements for the time, and 
it is actually said that he almost took 
away the breath of the people by pro­
posing in 1760 to run a wagon to carry 
the mail from Philadelphia to Boston 
once a week. In the postal system of 
that time, ew York was a way station, 
where the bold fortnightly rider from 
Philadelphia was accustomed, perhaps, 
to change his horse, or hand the Boston 
mail over to his successor. In 1775 the 
revolutionists established a "constitu­
tional post-office" in New York, in 
place of the unconstitutional one which 
the British had kept. This constitution­
al post-office was kept by Mr. William 
Goddard, at Holt's printing-office. It 
may be interesting to the reader to 
know that the printing-office was "in 
Water street, near the coffee-house." 
The post went "to Mr. Bradford's, at 
the coffee-house in Philadelphia." 
There seem to have been iust as many 
coffee-houses in the two cities as there 
were post-offices - namely, one in 
each place. 

When the British troops evacuated 
New York, the post-office was set up 
at 38 Smith street. Sebastian Bauman, 
the first postmaster under the Federal 
government, kept the office in his 
grocery store at 662 Broadway; then 
at 51 Wall Street ; later at the corner 
of what is now Wall and South Wil­
liam,-then Smith street,-and finally 
at 29 William street. In this last house 
General Theodorus Bailey found the 
office, and here he continued it for 
more than twenty years, in a room 
twelve by fifteen feet. There were one 
hundred and forty-four wooden letter­
boxes in the window. In 1825 the office 
was moved into the Academy building 
in Garden street, at which time eight 
clerks and eight carriers did the postal 
business of the city. Thence the post­
office went into the Merchant's Ex­
change in Garden street, the number 
of the boxes having grown to three 
thousand. Here the great fire of 1835 
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found it and burned it. It was then 
located in the Park, in the building 
known as the "Rotunda," until 1845, 
when the Middle Dutch Church was 
bought, and the post-office removed 
nearer to the business center of that 
day. There is extant an old circular, 
signed by John Lorimer Graham as 
postmaster, and ornamented with a cut 
of the church. This circular extends an 
invitation to "view the interior arrange­
ment of the establishment." This old 
church, with its numberless additions, 
so familiar to the present generation of 
New Yorkers, continued to be the rest­
ing-place of the office for thirty years, 
until in August, 1875, the location was 
changed to the imposing new building 
at the lower end of City Hall Park. 
And now, in the new office, the em­
ployees, embarassed by the clumsy de­
vices of government architects who 
knew nothing of the needs of the ser­
vice, sigh for the old church, where no 
awkwardly placed pillars cramped 
their assorting-tables, increased the dis­
tances, and embarrassed their work. 

But the enterprising Dr. Benjamin 
Franklin, with his little memorandum 
account-book and his ambitious week­
ly stage-wagon from Philadelphia to 
Boston-stopping, may be, to leave a 
few letters at a coffee-house in New 
Yark-would have rejoiced could he 
have foreseen how perfect a machine 
the modern metropolitan post-office 
would become. For what the heart is 
to the body, that is the post-office to 
the commerce of a great city. Unob­
structed postal communication is one 
of the first requisites of business. A 
mistake or delay in the delivery of an 
important letter may entail bankrupt­
cy, may bring any kind of serious mis­
fortune to somebody. In the days when 
horses and the sails of schooners were 
the best motors known, and when a 
man's loose pocket-money was ex­
hausted in paying the postage on a 
single letter, neither commerce nor 
social life had come to depend on the 
mails. People did without expeditious 
communication between New York 
and Philadelphia, as we today do 
without daily intercourse with Puget's 
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The old post office. 
Sound. But we have now so long lived 
next-door neighbor to the other great 
cities of the country, our social and 
business affairs have come to be so in­
timately entangled with those of people 
a thousand miles away, that the inter­
ruption of mail trains, even for a 
single day-by a railway strike, for 
instance-throws the whole intricate 
machinery of our modern life out of 
gear. The very perfection of postal or­
ganization has brought about a state of 
things in which that perfect organiza­
tion is indispensable. Forty years ago, 
what we now call expedition was out 
of the question. To-day every letter 
received in New York is stamped with 
the hour of its arrival, and a single 
hour's delay in its delivery is a griev­
ance to be grumbled at by the receiver 
and hunted down by the post-office. 

But did you ever reflect how dif­
ficult of achievement is this wonderful 
accuracy and dispatch? Nearly one 
hundred and thirty-four millions of 
letters, papers, and packages were de-
 

livered through the New York post­
office in 1876, and the rate is ever on 
the increase. If to this inconceivably 
large number of parcels delivered, you 
add the like number sent out to all 
parts of the country through all man­
ner of complex routes, and to this 
again all the vast foreign and local 
mails in transit, which are made up, 
assorted, or sent forward through this 
office, you will have some glimmering 
notion of the amount of organizing and 
administrative ability needed to man­
age so vast and so complex a business. 
There are over twelve hundred men 
in the service of the New York post­
office, and yet so perfectly is everything 
adjusted, that the letters dropped into 
the central office at the closing hour 
for the up-town mail are faced-up, 
stamped, assorted, pouched, and car­
ried to the station of the Elevated Rail­
way in just nineteen minutes. And in 
this vast establishment, where every­
thing is of necessity done with the ut­
most rapidity, and where there is an 



infinitude of intricate details, it is al­
most impossible for a clerk or a carrier 
to make an error that cannot be traced 
directly back to him. 

We hear much about the accuracy of 
the English postal system, and the 
wonders achieved by the London of­
fice. But the New York service is cer­
tainly not less efficient, and, in some 
respects, it is very much better. The 
difficulties of the New York office are 
much greater than those of any metro­
politan office abroad. London sends 
about twenty mails a day, while New 
York sends eighty-four, and receives 
eighty-six mails a day. The whole num­
ber of post-offices in Great Britain and 
Ireland is but about ten thousand, and 
these are compactly situated within a 
small territory, while in the United 
States there are over thirty-seven thous­
and (37,575) offices scattered over all 
the wide territory from one ocean to 
the other, and reached by many con­
necting and intricate routes. The prob­
lem which confronts the New York 
post-office is, therefore, many fold 
more difficult of solution than that of 
the London office. For we must re­
member, also that the schedu les of the 
mail trains in England are under gov­
ernment control, and have by conse­
quence a certain fixity, while here the 
time-tables and connections are regu­
larly upset every spring and fall, and 
are liable to change at any time at the 
pleasure of the railways; yet the New 
York office has mastered these dif­
ficulties , and it would seem hardly pos­
sible to make human minds and human 
hands work with more accuracy and 
expedition than they do in the metro­
politan post-office. 

Armed with Postmaster James's 
authority and his personal request to 
the superintendents that every detail 
of the business shall be open to our 
inspection, and that no desired infor­
mation shall be withheld, we get on 
one of the lifts and descend into those 
sacred precincts to which no outsider 
is ever admitted except by rare favor. 
Let us go to the bottom of the matter 
by beginning in the basement. 

Here, first of all, we see the leathern 
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bags and the canvas pouches. To pre­
vent confusion, the present postmaster 
hit upon the plan of having the pouch­
es for each service made of different 
appearance from those meant for other 
uses. There is no danger that a pouch 
for foreign service will go by mistake 
up the North River, for it has a wholly 
different physiognomy. The pouch for 
the city branches is also unique. The 
registered letter pouches are quite the 
aristocracy of mail bags, and nobody 
can by any chance mistake one of 
them for any of the common herd of 
plebeian pouches. You would as so~:m 
think of hiring a young man with 
white neck-tie and lavender kids to 
shovel coals into your cellar, as to 
think of putting to common us~s o~e 
of the registered-letter bags with its 
beautiful stenciling and its thirteen 
symbolical stripes. The pouches are 
all made of the very best goods, and 
with many curious devices for safety 
from pilfering and from water, and ~or 
the detection of robbers. So unlike 
every other sort of bag are the mail­
bags, that any person outside of t~e 
service found with one of them m 
his possession, or even with part . of 
one, is forthwith arrested for a thief. 
Perhaps even more curious than the 

' " h registered-letter pouch is the catc er 
pouch," cunningly arranged f~r the 
taking up of mails at a way station by 
a train on the fly. Many of these de­
vices are the ingenious work of Mr. 
Boyle, the contractor for the canvas 
bags whose exhibition of this sort of 
man~facture at the Centennial Ex­
hibition attracted much attention from 
foreign governments. 

When a bag has been once used, and 
after each successive use, it is sent 
down into this basement and thorough­
ly inspected . If it is at all out ?f order, 
it is sent at once into the repair shops. 
These shops in the basement were 
planned by Postmaster-General Sewell, 
and have already resulted in a saving 
of eighteen thousand dollars to the 
government. This offi~e is a supp~y 
station for all the mail bags used m 
the country, and they are stacked up 
here by thousands in great bins. 
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offices. 
When you stand without in the lob­
by, on the Broadway side of the great 
new post-office building, you see let­
ters dropped in all day long. There are 
separate drops for foreign letters, and 
places of deposit for all sorts of do­
mestic mail matter,-from that which 
is to go to Harlem, to the letters meant 
for Texas, or Arizona, or Alaska. Y cu 
32 
ask, What becomes of all these? What 
is the great human machine that seizes 
and distributes these countless letters 
to the four quarters of the globe? 

If we stand on the inside, we see the 
letters coming through. There is some­
thing weird and mysterious about it. 
One sees no hand, there is no regularity 
about the intervals, but now one, now 



three letters are dropped, and all up 
and down this side of the office letters 
are being pushed in by unseen hands, 
and are dropping in a strange, irreg­
ularly intermittent way, with a muffled 
rustle and slapping upon the tables 
beneath. 

The first thing to be done is to "face 
up" the letters,-to put them all with 
directed sides facing the same way. 
New York's largest correspondence is 
with New York, and at the table where 
drop-letters come through, sits an old 
man, with a kind of short-handled 
rake,-perhaps I ought to call it a 
hoe. As fast as the letters fall upon his 
table he rakes them toward him and 
faces them up ready for the stamper. 
Every stamp has its number, and by 
that number any miscarried or delayed 
letter can be tracked through all the 
hands that have handled it. The en­
velope will tell a post-office official 
whether the letter was posted at a 
lamp-post, dropped at one of the sta­
tions, or at the central office, and upon 
what tables it was stamped and made 
up in the mail. If it is tardy in arriving 
at its destination the superintendent of 
the mailing department can fix the re­
ponsibility of the delay. The system by 
which this is achieved was devised by 
Mr. Thomas L. Ames, the present 
postmaster. 

After the stamper comes the sep­
arater, who puts the letters for each 
mail together; after him the mail­
maker, who verifies every letter in each 
mail , ties them into a bundle and puts 
on each a printed label marked with its 
destination, and stamped with his own 
name. When the packages are opened 
on the postal car, the route agent marks 
whatever errors there may be in them 
upon the labels and returns these to 
the New York post-office. A rigid ac­
count of these errors is kept, and every 
man's percentage of correctness for a 
given time is set opposite his name, on 
a sheet that is conspicuously posted in 
the office. Some men have become so 
accurate that they will have for some 
months a clean record, not having 
made a single mistake in the mailing 
of a letter. This accuracy is one of the 
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tests upon which the salaries are grad­
ed from time to time, and there is con­
sequently the liveliest emulation in the 
matter. 

But expedition is also of great im­
portance. If you step in here on a day 
when a steamer has arrived you will 
see how fast men can work. A marine 
telegraph at the north end of the build­
ing gives information of the approach 
of a mail steamer while she is yet "out­
side the Hook," and by the time the 
great load of foreign mail arrives the 
post-office decks are cleared for action. 
On one day in October last, for in­
stance, three hundred and twenty-eight 
sacks of mail matter were landed from 
the "City of Chester,'' and one hun­
dred and twenty-eight at the same time 
from the "Hermann." And that was on 
Monday, the day when the number of 
letters to be dispatched is always larger 
than on any other day. For Sunday is 
the day for writing and mailing social 
and family letters, and the number 
taken from the street boxes at 9 P. M. 
of that day is immense. So that when 
steamer-day and Monday come to­
gether, these stampers, separaters, 
mail-makers, poucbers and dispatchers 
are up to their eyes in work. 

When the mail-maker bas tied up bis 
letters they go to the poucher, who 
assorts them, throwing the several 
packages with unerring aim into their 
several divisions, arranged like large 
pigeon-holes in a semi-circular form. 
These pigeon-holes slope downward 
toward the back, and even while the 
poucher is throwing, the dispatcher 
may be affixing the pouches at the 
back, opening a sliding door and 
emptying the mail into the bags, which 
are immediately locked and sent off to 
the wagons of the contractor, George 
K. Otis, waiting at the door. Here is 
a telephone hanging by a pillar. If 
there is a mail of size extraordinary, 
the dispatcher has only to speak the 
word to this instrument and it is dis­
tinctly heard at the stables in Wooster 
street, a good two miles away. 

The newspaper tables in the base­
ment are among the most curious. The 
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straight pitching and the rapid distrib­
ution are perpetual wonders to an out­
sider. The papers and letters are not 
all assorted to separate offices, but 
what are called "mass states and ter­
ritories,"-mails for the whole of a 
distant state or territory in a si ngle 
package- are sent to be distributed 
on the postal cars. Some notion of the 
vastness of the business may be had 
from the fact that two hundred and 
forty-six bags went out to ew Eng­
land and Canada, on the day of our 
inspection. 

There are two other curiosities in 
this department. Postmaster James 
found that deaf mutes could be used 
for some of the work, and there are 
now three engaged in stamping, and 
one in sorting. "When we get two 
noisy men," said the assistant superin­
tendent," we put a 'dummy' between 
them and so secure quiet." 

The other thing that interested us 
was the arrest of lottery matter. The 
law gives the post-office power to stop 
all matter of this kind. But the lottery 
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men resort to many ingeniou stricks 
to defeat the vigilance of the office. 
There are always newspapers on their 
last legs, with a respectable reputa­
tion, but very few subscribers. The lot­
tery swindlers buy up one of these and 
fill the outside with the usual innocent 
reading matter, while they stuff the in­
side of the paper with puffs of their 
scheme of capital prizes and lovely 
frauds. The edition is suddenly swelled, 
and it is mailed to the list of names 
which have been assiduously gathered 
by the harpies. One such transforma­
tion had been detected on the very day 
of our first visit, and the whole edition 
stopped . 

Of the whole number,-nearly a 
hundred and fifty millions of letters 
and packages a year at this time,­
about one half are distributed through 
boxes, at the central office, about one­
fourth by carriers, and about one­
fourth are sent to the stations in other 
parts of the city. Every letter received 
here is stamped at once with the hour 
of its arrival. All letters coming in be-
Pouching case for newspapers. 



tween ten and eleven o'clock in the 
morning are stamped "11 A. M." When 
the hour turns, the stamper wipes his 
stamp clean of ink, lays it away in a 
drawer and takes a new one with the 
next hour upon it and proceeds again. 
The greatest care is exercised to have 
the stamp legible. In London a mach­
ine is used for stamping, but here it 
is found that nothing is so good as 
the human hand. These stampers are 
incredibly swift and dexterous, in their 
alternate period stamping of a letter 
and the ink-paid. 

From the stamper the letters go to 
~he assorters. The letters are separated 
into box letters, carrier's letters and 
letters for the branch offices. The as­
sorter for the boxes has to distribute 
~o each of the windows of box delivery 
its letters, and , to do this, he must re­
member twenty thousand names and 
at what window each one of this t~enty 
thousand gets his mail. The letters 
should be addressed to the box num­
ber, but in most cases they are not. 
Though Jenkins & Company are al­
ways addressed at 97 Fiddler Street 
their letters must always be put in bo~ 
9,775, let us say, which box is at a 
certain window, which window the as­
sorter must always keep in his head 
a~sociated with Jenkin & Company of 
Fiddler Street, and with some thou­
sands of names besides. Moreover, 
there is a John Jenkins & Son in Huck­
leberry lane, whose letters must be kept 
separa~e and sent through carriers, and 
there is another Jenkins & Company 
at 73 Vandernocker street whose box 
is at another window. Besi'des all that 
the firm at 73 Vandernocker street ha~ 
the whole building, so that when a let­
ter comes addressed to Titus Oates at 
that number, it must be evident to the 
infallible assorter that the said Titus 
Oates, of whom he has never before 
heard, is in the employ of the Vander­
nocker street Jenkins & Company, and 
t~at the letter must not go to the ear­
ner for the street, but into the box of 
the house of Jenkins & Company, 
located at 73 in that street. 

The greatest pains are taken to find 
the address to which a letter should 
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Stamping. 

go, so t~at it shall not fall into the gen­
eral delivery. To return to our friends 
of the name of Jenkins, for instance. 
Here is a letter addressed to "John 
Jenkins, New York. " Now, the di­
rectory may show us twenty of that 
nam~, we will say, from the railway 
president to the cab-driver. But on the 
upper left-hand corner of this letter 
it says, that this letter, in case of non~ 
delivery, is to be returned to Peters 
Smith . & Hu.bbard, dealers in garde~ 
seed, m Spnng Garden street Phila­
delphia. The clerk to whom 'the as­
sorter has referred the matter hence 
concludes that the letter does 'not be­
long to John Jen kins of the firm in Fid­
dler street, for he finds that firm is 
engaged in the manufacture of real 
Cremona violins; nor to the John Jen­
kins of the firm in Vandernocker street 
for that manufactures real Orang~ 
County milk and butter. But, as the 
firm in Huckleberry lane are seed 
dealers, he sends it there on trial. But, 
should there be no sign of any kind 
on the letter other than the name, and 
should the name be a common one 
the letter must needs take its way t~ 
the Dead Sea of the general delivery, 
where there is an average of thirteen 
tho~sand letters awaiting claimants. 
Twice a week letters are advertised , 
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and every thirty days they are sent up 
to the dead-letter office at Washington. 

Among the devices for securing ac­
curate delivery is the list of ships in 
port, cut from the "New York Price 
Current." The consignees' name are 
given in this list, and a letter addressed 
to Ole Knudsen, sailor, on the bark 
"Thor," is sent to the house of Knud, 
Olafsen & Co., 75 Downtown street, 
consignees of the bark, "Thor." The 
clerk shows me a letter that has gone 
astray. It is marked "R. H. Dana, New 
York," and he draws his pen through 
the name of New York, and writes the 
proud name of Boston in its place. 

The assorters for carriers have to 
remember each carrier's boundary. All 
the odd numbers, we will suppose from 
701 to 741 Broadway, are in one car­
rier's district. But the even numbers 
on the other side of the street are dif­
ferently arranged. These he must also 
remember with an infinitude of other 
things; for instance, the Equitable 
Building at 120 Broadway is a place 
of delivery for thirteen hundred names, 
and there are other numbers as popu­
lous. The assorters for city stations are 
fined for every error which sends a 
letter to the wrong station, and the 
system is so perfect that the error is 
always fixed on the man who makes it. 
Ten of these assorters, the quickest 
and most accurate, get fourteen hun­
dred dollars a year each, fourteen get 
twelve hundred, and five get ten hun­
dred and twenty,-not a large wage 
for so much skill and mental quickness. 

At the hour of the departure of car­
riers, the delivery department is full 
of animation; the men in their uni­
forms pass from one assorter's table 
to another and take, each from his own 
box, all the mail deposited therein, 
while the impassive assorter goes right 
on throwing mail into the box for the 
next delivery. Then you will see the 
carriers at a long counter which is di­
vided by little raised partitions into 
compartments, each making his mail 
into a conveniently arranged bundle. 
In a carefully prepared report on file 
in the office, I find that during the year 
1876. the carriers handled-i.e., col­
lected and delivered-in all , over one 
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hundred and thirty-six millions of 
pieces (136,61,116) ,-an average of 
three hundred and eighteen thousand 
four hundred and fifty-four pieces to 
the man. 

When a carrier cannot find the per­
son to whom a letter is addressed, he 
enters it in his log-book. He sets down 
the address of the letter, the reason for 
its non-delivery, an! a few cabalistic 
initials which describe it "M." "M. R." 
"C. D ." "D. R .," and such-like initials 
stand for "Mail," that is a letter from 
outside the city; "Mail Request," that 
is, the same kind of a letter with a re­
quest for return to writer; "Card 
Drop," a postal-card dropped in New 
York, and so on. These books explain 
a great many of the complaints made 
against the service by showing that the 
fault lay somewhere else. The letters 
which ultimately fail to find owners 
are sent to the dead-letter office, but 
the lost postal-cards are tied into bun­
dles to be burned. Here they are­
thousands that have baffled the dili­
gence of the clerks and carriers ; they 
will be sent down-stairs presently in 
charge of a clerk who will see them 
fed to the fire under the boilers, and 
thus they will help to lift the elevators. 

All t·he boxes to-day are lock-boxes 
of a new pattern, and they are very 
convenient. But some of the great 
houses get mails too large for the box­
es. Some of these send hand-trunks for 
their mail. Keys to these trunks are 
kept in the post-office and at the bus­
iness house; the messenger cannot un­
lock them in transit. Here is a rough 
pine box in which the "Herald's" mail 
is stored; the Fourth a ti on al Bank 
has a similar one. The Importers' and 
Traders' Bank gets the largest bank 
mail , and they send a truck for it. But 
the very largest mails of all are those 
of the two great dry goods houses of 
A. T . Stewart & Co., and H . B . Claflin 
& Co. Their letters number about two 
thousand a day each. They have trust­
worthy messengers who give their 
whole time to the transportation of the 
mail to and from the post-office. Hous­
es with good messengers do not often 
comolain of the service. 

There are mistakes, of course, in the 



service, and there are mistakes of cor­
respondents that the service must cor­
rect, and hence the need of the inquiry 
office for missing and dead letters; at 
the head of which is the second oldest 
clerk, Mr. Hallett, who has served the 
office more than fifty years. When a 
valuable letter has gone to the dead­
letter office, been opened and returned 
to the writer, if the writer is in New 
York it comes to this department 
where it must be receipted for before 
it is delivered. To this room come all 
the packages that are "short paid." By 
law they should go to the dead-letter 
office; for though a short-paid letter 
goes to its destinataion if one full post­
age is paid on it, a short-paid package 
does not. But where the business card 
of the sender is on the package a note 
is sent to the firm informing it of the 
detention of the parcel and a second 
chance to pay in full is thus given. 
This is done out of pure courtesy, from 
a desire to facilitate business; but for 
this voluntary service the office rarely 
gets thanked, but often censored for 
not sending forward the package. 
Eighty such notices of short-paid par­
cels were sent out on the day of my 
visit. These mistakes are often made 
by the largest houses, and sometimes 
consist in paying fifty-one cents on a 
parcel which should have fifty-two. In 
many cases no clew to the sender can 
be found . Here they show me a forlorn 
copy of SCRIBNER'S MoNTHL Y, which 
somebody, having read it, is kindly 
sending to a friend in the country. But 
alas, it has but three cents postage, and 
not having enough to pay its fare it will 
never get to cousin Sallie out in Penn­
sylvania, but will waste its sweetness 
in the desert of the dead-letter office. 

Some of the bundles which they 
show us here are too long for the mails, 
not properly packed. Here is a naked 
auger bit with a directed tag, and 
alongside of it a coil spring. Either of 
these would make havoc in a mail­
bag. They show us also a package of 
vials,-one of these medicine bottles 
is already broken, and though the 
post-office people may feel never so 
sorry for the ailments of the folks in 
the country which ailments would all 
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be cured on receipt of this physic, they 
cannot carry any liquids in glass. Only 
yesterday, they tell me, forty pieces of 
wedding-cake in nice pasteboard boxes 
tied with the delicatest white ribbon, 
were dropped into the mail. But bride­
cake is more than even the post-office 
can digest, and the unsentimental 
clerks were obliged to arrest the cake, 
which somebody was to have dream­
ed on. I saw a box of it, and the 
grease had already struck through. 
Among the articles that have been 
stopped in the New York office was 
a roll of butter, a package containing 
chicken-on-toast, and a string of trout 
sent in from New Jersey. 

One principal branch of the business 
carried on in this room is the seeking 
for letters that have gone astray. The 
complaint-book shows that the office 
is able to get some account of the letter 
in more than forty-nine per cent of 
the cases brought to its notice. In nine­
ty-nine cases out of a hundred the ser­
vice is not found in fault. Somebody 
complained that a pair of shoes sent by 
mail had been stolen; but the office 
found, on writing to the sender in In­
dianapolis, that the shoes had not been 
sent by mail at all. In one case of com­
plant, the person to whom the letter 
was sent was out of town when the 
carrier tried to deliver it. It is hardly 
right to put upon the post-office the 
duty of keeping the people in town to 
get their mail. A revenue collector 
complained that his returns had not 
gone forward to Washington, and a 
few days later he found the document 
in his own office. Another man com­
plained that a check had been lost in 
the mail. The letter turned up, and the 
stamp on it showed that the sender 
had mailed it three days too late, and 
thus gained time by throwing the blame 
on the post-office. Many a debt is paid 
by money said to have been lost in the 
mail. In one case a countrv bank com­
plained; but is was found that their 
check had been sent to the wrong bank 
in New York. A merchant, who was in 
distress about a check stolen in the 
mails. found it safely shut uu in his 
own check-book. A great stir was made 
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over the loss of a check of $800. Look 
opposite the complaint here in the 
book, and you will see this entry, 
"The writer of the letter had carried 
it five days in his pocket. " 

Jn this office a 1 ist of all the ficti­
tious concerns is kept, and all letters 
going to them are stopped and sent to 
the dead-letter office. Seven or eight 
hundred names of concerns without 
existence are kept on a list here. They 
are technically called "saw-dust peo­
ple," and the post-office uses its ut­
most endeavor to defeat their schemes 
for swindling the public. 

Here come also the misdirected let­
ters, whose direction cannot be cor­
rected by the clerks down-stairs. A 
clerk sits surrounded by a semicircle of 
the directories of all the principal cities. 

The directory table. 

In most cases he does not have to con­
sult them. He knows that a letter to 
Peter Blank, Camden Street, New 
York, should read Camden Street, 
Baltimore. This sort of mistake is very 
common, and , what is curious, is more 
often made by banks than by any other 
kind of business houses. A boy who 
can write a good hand sits down in a 
bank addressing letters to correspon­
dents, and New York is in his mind; he 
puts it down, in place of Jersey City 
or St. Louis, and the letter goes wrong. 
The average of misdirected letters sent 
up to this department is over 500 a 
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day; the day I was there last it ran up 
to about 1,000. 

The most difficult of these go to Mr. 
Stone, who is called "the blind man," 
perhaps because he can decipher an 
inscription that is utterly illegible to 
any other man in America. His most 
difficult cases are the foreign letters. 
Here is a letter directed to "Sanduik," 
which he makes out to be Sandy Hook. 
Sometimes the arrangement · of the 
name and address is curious. 

For Mr. thomas 
Smith Bridge 
port post-office 
Conn. America 

is very plain when you once understand 
that it is "For Mr. Thomas Smith, 
Bridgeport, Conn., America." But 
when a man says "Hoio," how is any­
body but a blind man to know that he 
means Ohio? One letter reads, "Bet 
Feet Rue de Agua." Now the blind 
man knows that "Rue de Agua" is 
Spanish for Water street, and that 
there is a Water street in New Bedford, 
Massachusetts. "Lysram, Warner Co. ," 
he translates into Luzerne, Warren 
Co. ; and "Common County, P . A." is 
made into Cameron County, Pennsyl­
vania. But who would guess that 
"Overn C. D. Learey," in one line, 
means that it is to go to Auburn, in 
search of C .. L.? One letter is directed 
to "Kunstanzer Brauerei, S. I. , Amer­
ika. " Mr. Stone recollected the fact 
that Constance's Brewery is at Staple­
ton, Staten Island, and the letter is sent 
there. He reads "Ioel" into Iowa, and 
"te Pella in Yomah" he makes it go to 
Pella, in the same state. Nor does Ohio 
get off with one miss. Here is one let­
ter that wants to go to "Stadt Hiob 
Zunsounaati , Strasse 15,"-that is, to 
State of Ohio, Cincinnati, Street 15 . 
But that is not all. This other one wants 
to reach the same city; but it has a bad 
spell of another kind, for its direction 
runs "Scitznaty." And then "Pizzo 
Burg Messessip," is sent to Vicksburg. 
Michigan is spelled " mutting." "Glass 
works Berkshire" is sent to Pittsfield, 
in Berkshire County, Massachusetts , 
where there is a glass factory. But the 
hardest one I saw was addressed to 
"John Hermann Scbirmen," in one 



line, with the wonderful word "Stag­
uekaundo" for the rest. Mr. Stone cut 
the word in twain, and read it "Chau­
tauqua County," while he translated 
the whole into "John Hermann, Sher­
man P. 0. Chautauqua County, N. Y." 

But there are some which even a 
blind man cannot make out. One letter 
in rather a good handwriting is very 
vaguely addressed to "Mackay, Esq ., 
Amerique." Another reads: "Too 
much of this. "From your affectionate 
son , Anton Hiemburger." 

In this case the close of the letter 
has been copied exactly by some one 
who did not understand the language. 
Instead of too much of this, there is 
really too little. But here is a case 
where the top of the letter has been 
imperfectly copied in the same fashion. 
It reads : "Tuesday Evening, Nord Am­
erica." 

If Tuesday Evening should see this 
article, he will know that his letter has 
gone back again to Europe. 

Some mistakes are curiously com­
mon. About twenty-five letters come 
from Europe every week directed 
simply to Westchester County. Some 
institutions are given to making mis­
takes. The Bank of Montreal sends its 
letters into this department to be cor­
rected as often as any business house 
on the continent. 
Letters of value need some greater 
security than is afforded by the ordin­
ary mail system; hence the registered 
letter department. The old registered 
letter system was rather worse than 
nothing, for since the registered letter 
went into the ordinary mail-bag its 
registration was an advertisement to a 
post-office thief this was the letter to 
take. But of late the system has been 
carried to a high degree of perfection . 
Last year 369,000 registered letters 
were sent out of the New York office, 
and though six or eight of these f<1iled 
to reach their destination, there are but 
three that have not been accounted 
for, and the responsibility for these 
will soon be fixed. Under the present 
system, the envelope containing reg­
istered letters is receipted for by every 
person into whose hands it goes, and 
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a package of registered letters, or a 
registered-letter bag, is never opened 
except in the presence of two persons. 
The system of accounts is exceeding­
ly perfect, though to an outsider very 
intricate. The books show the name of 
every clerk who handles a package or 
letter, and of the clerk who verified the 
number of letters in every package. 

The registered letter department is 
indeed a complete post-office within a 
post-office. It is located in a gallery, 
and no one is admitted but clerks in 
the department, each of whom carries 
a special key to the room. The locks 
of the registered-letter pouches are 
peculiar, and the keys are only in­
trusted to those who have to do with 
the registered-letter bags. Here in New 
York the key is fastened in the safe, 
and the several pouches must be taken 
to the clerk in charge at the safe and 
unlocked by him, so that it is always 
known into whose hands the contents 
of every pouch pass. 

The foreign registered mail is made 
up independently, and about nine hun­
dred bags are used for the foreign ser­
vice alone. The foreign government 
sends these bags back inclosed in their 
own, and the New York office returns 
the foreign pouches in the same way. 
The foreign mail is often of great value. 
Many millions in government bonds 
are sometimes in the office at once for 
shipment abroad . 

Large shipments of gold are now 
intrusted to the registered-letter mail. 
One thousand dollars in gold weighs 
less than four pounds, and is con­
sequently within the limit of a mailable 
parcel. Twenty-five of these thousand­
dollar parcels are put in one box and 
sent through the mail. This office also 
receives and registers all the postage 
stamps and postal-cards for the whole 
country. The postal-cards are sent in 
boxes. 

Besides the precautions for safety 
already described, there are innumer­
able other guards set up. When a reg­
istered letter is inclosed in a registered 
pouch and sent out to be delivered at 
Augusta, Georgia, advice of that letter 
is sent to the postmaster at Augusta 
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in the ordinary mail. Having received 
this bill and failing to get the letter, he 
knows at once that something is wrong. 
Between certain offices of importance, 
registered mail-pouches are sent daily 
whether there is anything to go in them 
or not. Two such pouches are sent to 
Albany, and awhile ago a dispatch 
came to the New York post-office: 

"Only one registered bag received. 
Did you send two?" 
On receiving this, Mr. Forrester, the 
superintendent of the registered letter 
department, hastened to the Grand 
Central Station, where he telegraphed 
ahead and intercepted at Syracuse the 
bag that had gone astray. 

In the New York office the accounts 
of incoming and outgoing letters are 
carefully balanced like a cash balance 
every evening, and not a man is al­
lowed to leave the department if the 
balance is not correct. One night the 
men were kept until nearly morning 
looking for a letter that had dropped 
through a crack in an old table, and 
lodged in the folds of a worn-out mail­
bag, and so got kicked into a corner 
during the search. At another time the 
office was at its wit's end after a night 
of search it was found that an absent­
minded man had carefully deposited 
his pen in the safe and put the missing 
package in the pen's place in his table 
drawer. 

Of a million and half (1,573,633) 
of letters and packages handled in the 
New York office, in 1876,-the latest 
year reported at this writing,-not a 
single one was lost. The country offices 
are not so vigilant. Three hundred and 
seventy-three letters came to New 
York last year unsealed; and these 
contained over twenty-six hundred dol­
lars in currency, and more than three 
thousand in checks. 

One of the latest and most important 
improvements in postal communication 
is the money order system, but it is 
a department which has fewest details 
of interest to the general public. In 
1865, the first full year of the money 
order business, the New York office 
paid 28,921 orders, while in 1876 the 
orders paid amounted to 555,663. The 
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amount of money paid on orders in 
1876 was over six millions. During the 
year 1877, the number of orders ran 
higher than in the previous year, but 
the aggregate amount of money sent 
was less. This department is a pretty 
accurate barometer of the state of 
trade, and the present gradual improve­
ment in commercial affairs shows it­
self in the business of this department 
during the last quarter of last year. 

When an order is presented for pay­
ment the clerk receiving it writes a 
check on the paying teller, who stands 
at another window. This check is put 
upon a belt rotated by a tiny steam 
engine and carried to the teller. This 
dainty little engine is enou,gh to make 
a boy delirious with happiness. The 
superintendent shows us little pi!!eon­
holes for each of the great publishing 
houses where duplicate orders are kept 
always ready for them. When you sent 
a money order for SCRIBNER'S MONTH­
LY, the postmaster in your town made 
out an exact duplicate, except that he 
put your name in the duplicate, and 
this last he sent to the New York office, 
where it was deposited in the pigeon­
hole which is labeled with the name 
Sribner & Co., until its mate, which 
you sent, should be presented for pay­
ment. 

The English money order depart­
ment is not so accurate as the New 
York office. Some time ago Mr. Plim­
ley, of the New York money order de­
partment, wrote to the London office, 
pointing out discrepancies in their two 
two official lists of money order offices. 
The New York office had only ex­
amined three or four letters of the 
alphabet in the London Official Guide, 
and pointed out the errors in them as 
examples. The London office there­
upon issued a circular making the cor­
rections pointed out, but no others. 
The English department also requires 
the New York office to make out dup­
licates for orders on England, while 
it refuses to furnish similar duplicates 
for this country, leaving that also to be 
done in New York. The foreign orders 
are often carelessly filled; some of them 
are orders payable in "Washington, U. 



S."-a very puzzling address. 
In the auditor's office the whole 

business of detecting the errors of other 
offices is carried on. An a·,rerage of 
sixty dollars a day is collected on mat­
ter improperly charged elsewhere. It is 
also the business of this office to ex­
amine packages for articles which are 
forbidden to be sent. One package 
which had contained grasshopper eggs 
when it started had hatched out on the 
journey, and the little creatures escap­
ed through an opening in the box mak­
ing a very lively mail. Everything is 
found in the mail sooner or later, even 
alligators. 

Here one sees the system of paying 
postage on periodicals in bulk, a sys­
tem said to have been first suggested 
from the office of this magazine. Here 
are stamps that only the most en­
thusiastic collector will ever add to his 
list. They cost too much, and they 
cannot be had after they are can­
celled. The publisher pays his post­
age on the whole wagon load of mat­
ter delivered at one time, and the 
clerk affixes stamps not to the pack­
ages but to the stubs from which the 
receipt is taken. Here is one hundred 
and forty-two dollars paid with eight 
stamps, including two for sixty dollars, 
and here we see a larger amount, 
$204.58, paid with five stamps, viz.: 
three of sixty dollars each, one of 
twenty-four dollars, one of forty-eight 
cents, and one of ten cents. Any a­
mount up to about two hundred dol­
lars can be paid with five stamps. A 
publisher can buy these stamps if he 
wishes, and pay his postage with them; 
but as it locks up a large amount of 
money there is but one publishing 
house in New York that chooses to 
keep a stock of them. None of the large 
denominations have been sold to col­
lectors from the New York office. A 
foreign government bought some for 
samples, but they were so expensive 
that the agent brought them back and 
wished to return them. The office could 
not receive them, but they were sold 
to a publishing house at a discount. 
On the floor below you will see the 
large Fairbanks scales on which the 
publishers' mails are weighed. 
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The stamp business belongs in the 
department of the cashier, and in his 
office all large amounts are sold. In one 
of the galleries I saw boxes containing 
thirty-seven thousand dollars' worth of 
envelopes and postal-cards, and the 
stock of stamps on hand at the same 
time was a . hundred and thirty thou­
sand dollars' worth. The new York 
office orders one million of postal-cards 
at a time. In little rooms fronting on 
both lobbies you will find the sellers 
of stamps in small quantities. To rend­
er the keeping of their accounts as 
simple as possible, each stamp-seller 
has his own "capital," and buys stamps 
at the cashier's counter, like an out­
sider, paying cash for them. These 
stamp-clerks are subjected to all sorts 
of vexatious and amusing encounters 
with queer people. There is one old 
man who regularly brought a copy of 
the same paper every morning to be 
weighed, then boup:ht his one-cent 
stamp and affixed it. There are men of 
means who never buy but two or three 
stamps at a time, though they buy every 
day. They are, probably anxious to 
retain the use of their money to the last 
moment, like the man who always sits 
in the rear of the last car on the train, 
so as to save the interest on his fare 
while the conductor is collecting from 
the rest. One man on being asked by a 
stamp-seller if there was any writing in 
the book which he offered to post, 
.gruffly replied: "It's none of your 
business." The clerks at the stamp 
windows, remember the ill-natured 
people. As we stood inside watching 
the stream of faces passing the window, 
and the clerks answering a steady tor­
rent of questions, one of them said: 
"There is the man that called me a 
brute one day; we have a way of re­
membering these people." 

In spite of all the care taken to in­
sure the safe transmission of valuable 
letters, inclosures, and money orders, 
people will continue to send money 
through the ordinary mail, sometimes 
in considerable quantities; therefore 
the utmost pains are taken and with 
surprising success to make even the 
ordinary mail safe from depredations. 
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But the unregistered mail will always 
suffer from theft, while human nature 
is what it is. The aim of the post-office 
department is, by care in appointments 
and by the use of the skill of expert 
detectives, to reduce this to the min­
imum. In the rooms of the special 
agent of the post-office department, in 
the New York post-office building is 
the center of the detective operations 
of the department for the metropolis . 
Mr. Sharratts, the agent, has a genius 
for the work; full of irrepressible 
energy, eager, tireless, you will find 
him sometimes strolling in the lobbies, 
watching the messenger boys, who, all 
unsuspecting of his vigilance, are peep­
ing into their employers' boxes at un­
wonted hours, or doing worse. Some­
times from above I have seen him 
watch the coming and going crowds 
like a fish-hawk balancing over his 
prey. Sometimes he will lift his hat to 
a man. You think he is greeting a 
friend. This man is a detective, and the 
hat-lifting is a sign perfectly under­
stood between him and Mr. Sharratts. 
His rooms overlook the great first floor 
where the letter mail is handled, so that 
nobody knows when his eye is on a 
suspected employe of the office. 

In his rooms there is no machinery 
-nothing to show the immense work 
done-but two or three clerks. You 
would not think that from this office 
the mails coming and going from New 
York are guarded . Nor will you get 
much account of methods by inquir­
ing. The vigorous detective does not 
relate blood-curdling stories, or take 
the public into his confidence. Mr. 
Sharratts tells us that he has a victim 
in the inner office now, "telling what 
he knows about farming." Which 
means that a rascally messenger who 
has been robbing the mail between his 
employer's office and the post-office, 
is left alone in that room to write out 
a full statement of his pillferings. 

"You can come in here if you want 
to," says the special agent, "and take 
a view down Broadway." We are thus 
admitted to the private office, where, 
Mr. Sharratts, making show of ignor­
ing the criminal at the desk, points to 
the view down the street, bids us be 
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seated, and thus gives us a chance to 
see the poor victim to whom the fear 
of punishment is now applying the 
rack. He is not a bad-looking boy of 
sixteen, with flushed face and bitter 
tears in his eyes. The special agent 
takes up his now completed confession 
and reads what is written. Then he 
leans over and says some rapid words 
that we cannot hear, shakes his head 
threateningly to the young man, and 
bids him come again in the morning. 
For the moment the rack releases its 
grasp, and he is allowed to go free until 
the next day. The confession tells how 
he has plumdered letters of over a 
hundred dollars in money. In his con­
fession , he euphemistically calls it 
"stopping" them. To soften the name 
of a crime is the first step toward com­
mitting it. He says he spent the money 
on "theaters, apples, and things." Mr. 
Sharratts says as he looks over the 
paper, "He lies. That is not all." The 
young fellow had told only what he 
supposed had been found out. The 
rest will be extracted from him pain­
fully and in installments. It is curious 
how a bright boy like that can be so 
weak in common sense and moral 
feeling. 

Mr. Sharratts has demonstrated that 
most of the plundering of the mails is 
outside of the post-office. He has 
found that thousands of letters have 
been stopped by a single messenger. 
The special agent has almost never 
failed to reach some result, outside or 
inside of the office, in every case of 
letters of a house having been stolen. 
Detection is only a matter of time, and 
would seem to be almost as inevitable 
as death. 

"Fine merchants," says Mr. Shar­
ratts, "who draw checks on tinted pa­
per and do business in a gilt-style, will 
send their mail to the office by a little 
boy whose salary of two dollars a week 
is half the support of a mother and two 
children in an attic tenement. The 
boy's lunch is a little piece of bread 
and butter tied up by his mother. He is 
beset by the temptations of the Italian 
stalls, the chestnuts, bananas, pies, and 
what-nots. You know" adds the special 



agent, dryly, "what a gulf there is in a 
boy's inside. Some day a companion 
suggests that he can hook a few stamps 
off the letters and exchange them for 
pies. And presently the fine merchant 
is berating the postal service for the 
loss of his letters." 

Sometimes the thief is inside the of­
fice, and then the toils are slowly and 
surely wound round him. His habits 
are studied, his day and night life is 
known, his accomplices spotted, and 
when at last the favorable moment 
comes, the unfaithful servant meets a 
swift doom and is sent to prison for a 
terrible term of years. But the greater 
part of the thefts are outside. In a 
drawer in one business house were 
found three thousand letters; in an­
other case the remains of fifteen hun­
dred were hidden away. In yet other 
cases, the fault lies higher up than 
with the messenger. It suits the con­
venience, now and than ,of some ras­
cally house to complain of lost letters 
where no letters have been lost. So that 
the special agent must unravel a prob­
lem full of intricacies and complica­
tions before he finds the depredator. 

Under Mr. James's administration a 
system of genuine civil service has 
grown up. He has steadily resisted the 
demands of politicians that good clerks 
shall be removed on account of their 
lack of efficiency in ward politic. It is 
said to be a beautiful sight to see him 
send for a superintendent and ask what 
kind of a man the clerk is, in the pres­
ence of the "statesmen" of the As­
sembly district who are urging his re­
moval. A good report from the super­
intendent, and a polite, "You see, gen­
tlemen, that it is impossible to remove 
him," ends it, except that the ward 
statesmen never think well of the post­
master's efficiency after that. 

There is a notion prevalent that with 
every change of postmaster a pretty 
clean sweep of employes is made. But 
only one hundred and four removals 
have been made in Postmaster James's 
five years, and of this number eighty 
were for drunkenness. This vice at one 
time made sad havoc among the rank 
and file of employes; but there is at 
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present an efficient post-office temper­
ance society, and there have been some 
remarkable reformations, while a sen­
timent in favor of temperance has dif­
fused itself through all departments of 
the office. 

That clean sweeps have not been 
made is sufficiently shown by the time 
of service of some of the clerks. In the 
delivery department you will see the 
venerable figure of the patriarch of the 
office, Mr. Charles Forrester, Sr. He 
entered the service as clerk in 1825, 
when the office had just been removed 
out of its twelve by fifteen feet quarters 
at the corner of William and Garden 
streets, where the postmaster, General 
Bailey, lived upstairs over the office 
for twenty years, and closed his office 
when he went to dinner. Mr. Forrester 
has been in the office now for fifty-two 
years , and may well call himself by the 
title of which Southery was so proud : 
"A man of letters by profession ." Mr. 
Forrester's father was a clerk in the 
office before him, having served under 
General Mailey from 1808, and his 
son, Mr. Charles Forrester, Jr., is now 
superintendent of the registered letter 
department, so that the post-office may 
be said to run in the family . Mr. John 
H. Hallett, chief of the inquiry office 
for missing letters, lacks but a year of 
having served as long as Mr. Forrester, 
Sr. 

While others have advocated it in 
theory, Postmaster James has exempli­
fied civil service in practice. Promo­
tions and salaries are now based partly 
on length of service, partly on a careful 
system of testing the correctness of 
work done, partly on conduct, and 
partly on a periodical re-examination . 
This examination is not a test of the 
clerk's knowledge of the names of the 
extinct volcanoes in the moon, but a 
trial of his expertness in his work. For 
instance, the clerks who are distribut­
ing matter in the mailing department 
were recently required to place correct­
ly 2,200 cards, containing the names of 
all the post-offices in Ohio, in a series 
of pigeon-holes labeled with the names 
of the counties in that state. One man 
succeeded in making the distribution 
in two hours and twenty minutes, with 
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only thirteen errors. The best man at 
the New York table was yet more re­
markable. He put the whole two thous­
and eight hundred and forty cards bear­
ing the names of the post-offices in this 
state into their proper counties in one 
hundred and five minutes, with but a 
single error. Awhile ago, there was a 
competition for the vacant chief clerk­
ship at a table, and the lowest man of 
all, by sheer excelence, took the place. 

In the delivery department, the box 
assorters, whose wonderful memory of 
twenty thousand names I have describ­
ed above, are tested by the distribution 
of cards containing 2,000 names of 
persons and firms holding boxes. A 
little over a year ago, when these ex­
aminations were begun, the highest 
man on the list received a mark of 
ninety for correctness, while the lowest 
ran down to sixty. At the last trial 
seven were marked over ninety-nine 
per cent. for correctness. The swiftest 
assorted the whole two thousand cards 
in forty-five minutes, the slowest-a 
new man, perhaps-was more than 
four times as long. But the very lowest 
of the whole twenty-nine received six­
ty-seven as the percentage of correct­
ness and expertness. Such is the im­
provement wrought by the stimulus of 
emulation. Perhaps this is better shown 
by the average of the whole force, 
which, under this severe test, was, in 
July, 1876, but sixty-four, while in 
September, 1877, it attained ninety. 
The salaries are graded in part by the 
results of these examinations. 

Nearly all the higher offices of the 
New York post-office have come up 
from the ranks. Even Mr. Pearson, the 
assistant postmaster, rose from a clerk­
ship in the office and passed through 
the various grades in the railway postal 
service (of which he was one of the 
originators) before attaining his pre­
sent position; Mr. Gaylor, general 
superintendent of the city delivery, 
began as a $600 clerk; Mr. Forrester, 
superintendent of the registry depart­
ment, began as a $600 clerk in the 
distribution department; also Mr. 
Wareing, the assistant general superin­
tendent of the mailing department, told 
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me frankly that he came in as a porter. 
Mr. Yeoman, the superintendent of 
the same department, began as a 
stamper, on a salary of three hundred 
a year, and so on through the list. All 
but one of the nineteen superintend­
ents of branches entered as clerks. In 
short here is civil service of the most 
approved kind in successful operation 
in the best conducted of all 'the gov­
ernment institutions. 

The clerks are quite satisfied to go 
down if they are beaten down. Under 
the old system, a man in the post-office 
had but little chance for promotion, 
except by the intrigue of some political 
clique. In giving men a chance to be 
something, and a perpetual stimulus 
to their ambition, Mr. James has un­
doubtedly wrought a marvelous im­
provement in the service. But he has 
done better than that; for by opening 
a door of hope to a man one makes 
him a man. Men no longer expect re­
moval on the caprice of ward commit­
tee. The office offers them a career, 
and they have every stimulus to faith­
fulness and excellence. It is found that 
the least efficient clerks in the office 
are generally those backed by the most 
eminent names, while the poor fellows 
who have no hope but in winning the 
favor of their superiors by fidelity and 
excellence are altogether the most val­
uable. 

The swarm of applicants for places 
in the office are tested by examinations 
also, but these look more to their gen­
eral intelligence. I was permitted to 
see some of the very original answers 
on the examination papers. One ques­
tion, "What has been your clerical e.i:­
perience?" is a veritable pons a.sinorum 
to the applicants, and many are the 
donkeys who are lost here. Most of 
them take clerical in its ecclesiastical 
sense. One man answers that his cleri­
cal experience has been "Catholic," 
and so through all the denominations. 
One man responds by saying, "Have 
taught in a Sunday-school." Another 
many has not had any occasion to deal 
with clergymen, for in answering the 
question as to his "clerical experi­
ence," he breaks out, "Well, I was 



never sick a day in my life." There are 
others who give the term a wider sense. 
One answers, "Compositor;" another, 
"Working as porter in a store;" while 
a third hits it exactly when he says, 
"Making horse-collars." The geo­
graphical questions are quite as 
troublesome. On one paper the large 
rivers in the United States are "North 
River and East River,'' while another 
applicant, when he is required to name 
the British Possessions in America, 
rises to the occasion and answers, 
"Laying the Atlantic cable and visit of 
the Prince of Wales." In these papers 
we find the Black Sea put into the 
Arctic Ocean, the prevailing religion 
of Turkey set down as "Protestant," 
and "Garibaldia" made to be King of 
Italy. To the question: "What nation 
assisted the United States in the war 
of the Revolution?" we have answered, 
with perfect naivete, "The Irish." 
When one man was required to state 
into what three departments the gov­
ernment of the United States was di­
vided, he answered, with the prompt­
itude of a lightning calculator, "Phila­
delphia, New York, and Boston." But 
another man of more statesmanlike 
cast of mind wrestles with the same 
question and divides the government 
into "feder, judishel, and navel." 

More and more as we look through 
the complicated details of the office 
do we feel the pervading influence of 
the head. Everything is carefully cen­
tralized, and a wonderful unity is given 
to every movement of the office. For 
instance, all the letters of the various 
superintendents on matters pertaining 
to business of their nepartments, are 
sent up to the room of the assistant­
postmaster at three o'clock. Mr. Pear­
son, who is second in authority in the 
office is the embodiment of accuracy 
and painstaking. He receives and ex­
amines these letters checked only with 
the initials of the clerks who write 
them. They are then sent forward to 
the postmaster, who signs every one 
of them, so that the correspondence all 
receives the signature of Mr. James, 
and no one else is known or allowed 
to speak for the office. In this way a 
perfect supervision of the business of 
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all the departments is maintained. 
Here is a large room with shadowy 

reeds and ferns , green stalks, and other 
plants of elegant form , frescoed in light 
anl shade on the walls. The windows 
look off down into the ceaseless roar 
of Broadway and over into the somber 
quiet of St. Paul 's ancient church-yard. 
On the sofas in this elegant room are 
generally several gentlemen,-Con­
gressmen, merchants, eminent foreign­
ers perhaps, waiting to take their turn 
in speaking to the postmaster, who sits 
at a table in the middle of the office. 
Mr. James is an active man of alert 
faculties and prompt decision. There is 
not a trace of official snobbery about 
him. He is an easy, gentlemanly, un­
spoiled and entirely American man, 
with a world of human kindliness and 
good fellowship. He is an organizer 
and administrator of a very high order, 
and is himself the pervading genius of 
the office. He will generously boast of 
the excellence of his lieutenants, with­
out leaving any room for merit in him­
self. But you have only to talk with 
superintendents or subordinates to find 
out that Mr. James is the postmaster. 
He is always in his office in business 
hours and I was told that he had come 
down' at four o'clock on the morning 
of one of my visits to attend to the 
transfer of an Australian mail for Eng­
land to a Cunard steamer sailing at 
seven. The mail of one hundred and 
eighty-two bags had reached San Fran­
cisco three hours after the departure 
of the mail, and had been sent for­
ward on a special train to overtake the 
regular mail. In New York Mr. James 
accomplished its transfer in one hou_r, 
the aim being to beat the Red Sea mail, 
with which our service is in lively 
competition. 

On another occasion, the steamer 
"Germanic " of the White Star Line_, 
anchored ~ff Sandy Hook in a furious 
oale to receive the Australian mail, 
dispatched by Mr. Cortis, the agent of 
the Line, down the bay in a steam-tug, 
from which it was transferred in a 
"crate." 

I went into the office a total stranger 
to the postmaster, and without any 
predilections in his favor, except what 
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Portrait of Thomas L. James. 
had come from the praises of the ser­
vice I had heard from business men. 
But everywhere I found not only ad­
mirable system and thorough disci­
pline, but what is more important and 
more difficult of attainment, a cordial 
and even zealous esprit de corps. To 
produce this a man must be a natural 
leader of men. The postmaster's in-
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spiration is felt in every rank of the 
service. Wherefore, it only remains 
for me to add my voice to the rest, 
and to say that of all who have had 
charge of the metropolitan post-office, 
from colonial times to the present, Mr. 
Thomas L. Jam es will go into history 
as the £reat oostmaster of New York. 



The Clubhouse 

The Annual Awards Dinner 

Guest of Honor, Dr. Joseph Schatzkes, receives the Lichtenstein medal from John R. 
Boker. 
Ninety-six members, their wives 
and guests gathered on the evening of 
May 14th at the Tower Suite of the 
Time & Life Building in New York 
to honor the 1974 recipients of the 
club's major awards. 

The guest of honor was Dr. Joseph 
Schatzkes, the eminent philatelist from 
Neuilly, France, winner of the Alfred 
F. Lichtenstein Memorial Award for 
Distinguished Service to Philately. In­
troduced to the group by John R . 
Boker who also presented him with 
the Lichtenstein medal , Dr. Schatzkes 
delighted the audience with his remin­
iscences of his early collecting days. 

Also receiving awards were Ernest 
A . Kehr who was presented with the 
Collectors Club Philatelist Medal by 
President Haverbeck for his outstand-
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ing article, "The Post Office Seals of 
the United States," which appeared in 
the January-March 1974 issues of the 
club journal. 

Herbert Bloch, Chairman of the 
Awards Committee, presented the 
medals and certificates for the best 
programs given at the clubhouse dur­
ing the past season. Two medals of 
equal merit were given to W. R. Hart 
of London for his talk on "Natal," 
and to W. R. Frazer, also of London, 
for his talk on, "Sudan." Dr. A. S. 
Mishrick of Manhassett, N. Y . and 
L. A. Parker, another Londoner, re­
ceived honorary mentions and certi­
ficates for "Egypt, Proofs and Essays" 
and "Iceland." Keith and Alison Har­
mer accepted for the British winners . 

(Continued overleaf) 
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Ernest Kehr, winner of The Collectors Club Philatelist medal, ge ts bis award from 
President Haverbeck. 
Dr. Mishrick accepted in person. 
President Haverbeck, who acted as 

Master of Ceremonies, introduced the 
out-of-town members and guests. Mrs. 
Dhirubhai Mehta from Bombay, In­
dia, took honors as the guest who had 
traveled farthest. 
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It was an enjoyable evening marked 
by good fellowship and good food . 
We would like to offer special thanks 
to Ira Zweifach for his dinner arrange­
ments which were in such good taste, 
litera lly and figuratively. 

(Abbot Lutz) 
1975 PROGRAM AND CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

September 17 

October 1 

October 15 

November 5 

November 19 

D ecember 5 

D ecember 17 

Exhibits Open 7 :30 P. M. 
Meetings Co1wene at 8:00 P. M. 

- AUSTRIA: FOUR POWER OCCUPATION- Henry 
0. Pollak, Summit, New Jersey 

- CUBA- FOUR PERIODS OF POSTAL HISTORY­
Dr. Roberto M. Rosende, Yonkers, New York 

- PUERTO RICO- Raul Gandara, Santurce, Puerto 
Rico 

- CANADA - SPECIAL AIRMAILS- Chester S. For· 
rest, New York, ew York 

- A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A STAMP DEALER­
Stephen W. Braham, Hounslow, Middlesex, England 

- Sl"f/ITZERLAND POST AGE DUE PROCEDURES­
Werner K. Elias, Jamaica, New York 

- BOARD OF GOVERNORS OPEN HO USE 
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ANNE W. PRITCHETT 

1906 - 1975 
The death of our Executive Secre­
tary, Anne Pritchett, on May 7th, was 
a loss that will not easily be forgotten 
by the members of this organization . 
A good friend and a devoted worker, 
she will be missed not only by those 
who worked with her, but by the 
throng of members and visitors whom 
she greeted and assisted in the more 
than twenty years she was employed 
by the club. 

The blow was sudden. Although she 
had been hospitalized for many weeks, 
she had returned to the club and was 
presumably on the road to recovery. 
Her death was totally unexpected by 
those close to her. 

Born in Grand Rapids sixty-nine 
years ago, Mrs. Pritchett was a trans­
planted New Yorker. Before coming 
to the club she had worked for many 
years as secretary to Frank Gilmore, 
the theatrical producer, and when the 
American Federation of Radio Artists 
was formed in 19 3 7, became that 
group's Membership - Secretary. She 
came to The Collectors Club in 1954 
when she and Mrs. Eldridge answered 
an ad placed in the New York Times 
by Harrison D. S. Haverbeck, then 
secretary and now president of the 
club. Hired on the spot, the club be­
came her home and place of business 
until the end. 

A lively woman with a deep inter­
est in the theatre, she also was fond 
of dogs. The spaniels owned by her 
and Mrs. Eldridge, and later the pugs, 
Peter and George, were club fixtures 
for many years. 

During her tenure at the club she 
gave unstintingly of herself in her 
efforts to serve the organization and 
foster its cause. Indeed, women such 
as Mrs. Pritchett are few and hard to 
find. 

She was laid to rest beside her hus­
band, Charles, on Monday, May 12th 
in Arlington National Cemetery. 

Requiescat in pace. 
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SPECIALISTS, ATTENTION! 

YVERT et TELLIER 
Announce the Publication 

Of Their New 

SPECIALIZED CATALOGUE 

FRANCE. 1849-1900 

AVAILABLE FOR THE FIRST TIME 
SINCE PRIOR TO WORLD WAR II 

(Completely Revised and Up-To-Date) 

PRICE: $45.00 

NOW ON SALE AT 

Ancienne Maison 

THEODORE CHAMPION 
13 Rue Drouot, 75009 Paris, France 
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Ju
STAMPS IN YOUR ESTATE? 

PLAN NOW. CALL WOLFFERS 

SAN FRANCISCO C415) 781-5127 

AVOID FAMILY TENSIONS. 

LET US HELP YOU SET UP YOUR STAMP 

HOLDINGS YOUR WAY. CALL COL­

LECT. WE'LL TRAVEL. 

RICHARD WOLFFERS INC. 
STAMPS AND AUCTIONS 

127 KEARNY ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CA. 94108 

" In The West - It's W olffers" 
SIAM 
(THAILAND) 

Would you like to buy collec­

tions, dealer's stocks, rare 

items, early covers, proofs, 

specimens, revenues, etc. , of 

Thailand. 

F. H. GLOECKNER 
1315 Cherry Street 

Ph iladelphia , Pa. 19107 

Phone 215 - 568-1770 
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CYCLOPEDIA OF 
UNITED ST ATES 

POSTMARKS 
AND POSTAL HISTORY 

Edited by Delf Norona 
The Cyclopedia deals with postal 
markings as well as postal his­
tory. Among the fields covered 
are domestic, airmail, and for­
eign mail rates; railroad cancels, 
western express franks , killer 
cancellations, postage meters , 
etc., etc., providing something of 
interest to any collector of 
United States material. 
Norona's original two volumes 
have been consolidated into one 
416-page, hard cover reprint. A 
new forward and table of con­
tents has been added. 

$25.00 

Quarterman Publications, Inc. 
5 South U nion Street 

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01802 
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~ TURKEY ~ ... .. 
~~ s 0 ... .. POSTAL HI T RY WI 

~·~ The Turkish Empire of the late 19th and early 20th C e ntu ry e mbraced :•: 

'•"• larglt~ p
1
.a.rtts off thet N

1
ea r k~ast afnd Eastertn. Europe., Tdhis gadve trise dto a ITTI 

mu 1p 1c1 y o pos a mar 1ngs ro m coun r1es now in epen en a n we :•: H can offer a la rge selection of stamps and letters fro m this vast t erri- II 
:-: tory. 

n The stamps are classified a ccording to Brandt's Book of cancellations ~1:1 and are from territ ories as far apa rt as A lbania , Russia (Batum), U 
:-: Libya and Saudi A rabia . :-: II A large selection ca n also be offered of ca rds a nd letters from Turkey I 
:-: to many parts of t he world , freq ue ntly with interesting markings. X 
U O ur stock covers t he period fro m pre-sta mp to approximately 1920. H 
;.: Whether yo u a re interested in Turkey itself or specialize in count ries :-: n with p revious Turkish connection , such as Bu lgaria , G reece , Yugoslavia , Jill 
:-: etc. or t he Near East , it will pay you to get in tuoch with us. ..~~ 

II 
A pprovals agai nst sa t isfacto ry refe re nces. Payme nts can be made in lltt 
Do llars to o ur A / C at Barcla ys In ternatio nal, New York . U 

!•: •• 

~~ LEO BARESCH @ :·: 
1111 Mansfield House, 376-9 Strand, London WC2R OLA, England ·" 
.. Agent in the U. S. A.: John F. D. Baresch , P.O. Box 383 , Burlington , Mass. 01803 1111 

~~x-x x x x x~x-x-x x x x - x x = X 
FOR THE SPECIALIST 
COVERS (pre-adhesive to date) , STATIONERY, RARE CAN­
CELLATIONS, PROOFS, SPECIMENS, VARIETIES , etc. -
our stock covers the world and selections will gladly be sent 
on approval . References , please , from clients un known to us. 

PUERTO RICO 
We have recently purchased an outstanding and high ly spe­
cialised collection of this country and are processing same 
for stock. 

Enquiries are invited. 

When in London , you are invited to visit ou r showroom s and 
offices (open Monday to Friday, 9 a. m.-5:30 p. m.). 

ERIC ETKIN LIMITED 
P .T.S., A .S. O.A. , A . P .S. 

International Ph i latelic Dealers 

45 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON WIY 9HB 
Telephone: 01-499 1781 / 2 
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THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
PUBLICATIONS 

By J. R. Purves, R.D.P., F .R.P.S.L. 
Postal History of P ort Phillip District 
The "Emblems" of Victoria 
V ictoria: The Postage Dues 
Victoria: ''Butterfly'' and ''Barred Oval'' Cancellations 1850-55 
V ictoria: The "Barred N umeral" Cancellations 1856-191£ 
V ictoria: The ''Registered'' and ' 'Too Late'' Stamps 1854-58 
V ictoria: 1901-1£ I ssue ( The Sd., 4d., and 5d. Values) 
Victoria: The V Over Crown Wat ermarks 
Philately from Australia: Cumulative Index to Vols I-X, 1949-58 ........... ... ... . 
Philately from Australia: Cumulative I'ndex to Vols XI-XX, 1959-68 

· The Postal History of Barakoma Airfield, Rev A. H. Voyce 
Tasmania : The Postal History and Postal Markings, H. M. Campbell, F.R.P.S.L ., 

,T. R. W. Purveg, F .R.P.S.L., L. C. Viney, F.R.P.S.L . 
New South Wales Numeral Cancellations, Alan G. Brown and H . M. Campbell, 

F.R.P.S.L. $5.00. First Supplement ...... . 
Cumulative I ndex : Commonwealth of Australia, W. M. Holbeach, F .R.P.S.L. 

Postage Extra in all Cases 

JOHN GARTNER at THE HAWTHORN PRESS 
601 L I TTLE BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 3000 

$3.50 
$6.50 
$6.50 
$2.50 

$10.50 
$10.50 

$1.00 
$1.00 
$1.50 
$1.50 
$2.00 

$10.50 

$1.50 
$3.50 
1975 - Our 57th Year 

STAMPS WANTED 

Each Year Our Public Auctions 
and Gold Medal Mail Sales 

Sell Over 75,000 Lots ! 
We Urgently Need Additional Material l 

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it without delays or 
bargaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured mail or express, attention: 
Appraisal Dept. All shipments are held aside intact awaiting your instructions 
after we send our offer or advice. Informal appraisals are free, and our buyer 
can visit you to inspect larger properties. 

J. & H. STOLOW, INC. 
915 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 10010 Tel.: (212) 533 - 0790 

"Rated first in stamps by all standard authorities" 

Stolow's has purchased outright, at the top market price, with immediate 
cash payment, more than $50,000,000 worth of fine stamps. Our needs are 
unlimited. 

Fair treatment if always assured 

' 
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COVERS 

POST AL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

• 
nllW GnglanJ Stamp Co. 

45-X Bromfield Street 

Boston 8, Massachusetts 
TRINIDAD 

The lithographed issues of 

1852-60 are very scarce in fine 

used condition and current auc­

tion prices for fine copies are far 

above Scott (and Gibbons) list­

ing. An exceptional copy of the 

1856 printing in bright blue on 

thick paper with good margins all 
round and light cancellation, 

with Royal Philatelic Society, 

London, certificate is offered for : 

$695.00 

F. W. COLLINS 
Stoborough Croft, St. Cross. 

Winchester, S023 9RX, England. 
254 
SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE 

THEY SELL BEST 
In tl1i s period of economic diffi culties the 

coll ector with stamps for sale ma y wel l 
wonder what is the most secure wa y of 
receiv in g the hi gh est net amount for hi s 
valuable treasures. One considers whi ch is 
the best market and is influenced' b y the 
stability of the currency in whi ch paym ent 
is made. The finan cial status of · the auc­
tioneer is also important. 

On the 1st a11d 211d Ma y we held public 
au ctions of postage stamps in three coun­
tri es : AUSTRALIA - SW ITZERLAND -
UNITED KINGDOM. The ow11ers for whom 
we sold live in over twenty different coun· 
tries. The buyers came from over fifty-one 
different countries . 

The total turnover was £892,329. 

The lots averaged £318 each , and 
9 individual lots / etched over £5,000 each. 
15 individual lots fetched over 10,000 each. 

Proof that we 

"Sell Your Stamps Where They Sell Best." 
T he next Overseas Auctions will be h eld in 
MELBOURNE (July, September, N ovem· 
ber) , BASLE (14-1 7 Octob er), BERMUDA 
(28 Novemb er) . 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
(Overseas Divi sion : 

Robson Lowe International Ltd.) 

50 PALL MALL, 
50 Pall Mall, London SWl Y SJZ, 

England 

Cables: "Stamps London SWl" . 

T elex: 91 5 410. VAT No. 239/4486/31. 

Collectors sending property for sale can 
avoid Briti sh Value Added Tax complica­
tions by including our V.A.T. number after 
our name on tlle outside of the pa ckage. 
If sending b y freight (air or surface) please 
secure the appropriate labels from u s be· 
fore sending. 



W. E. LEA (Philatelists} Ltd. 

Are Pleased To Announce 

The Purchase of a Major Collection 

of 

NEWFOUNDLAND 

This collection is now ready for disposal and contains many rare items 

of the 1857-1861 period, multiples of the "scarlet vermilions," covers, 

bisects, cancellations. 

Further details of available items may be obtained directly fro m our 

London offices. 

W. E. LEA (Philatelists} Ltd. 
I Adelphi, John Adam St. 
Strand, London, W.C. 2 

Cables: Least8mps 
This is the age of specialization 
for the finest in U. S. A. 

and B. N. A. come to 
the specialist 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NYACK, N. Y . 10960 

Telephone 914 - 358-~964 
July 1975 
524th AUCTION SALE 
JUNE 

Quality U . S., singles, blocks and 
plates. Choice collection of San­
itary Fair stamps, covers and 

proofs . 

Many lovely singles, dollar val­
ues, 1902 blocks. A wonderful 
auction sale! 

Daniel F. Kelleher Co., Inc. 
&t. 1885 

40 Court Street 

Boston, Mass. 02108 
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NEXT AUCTION SALE 
. t~ be ~eld late September or . 

· e"!rly. October · 
FINE B. N. A. 

including a· good ·collectibn of 
REVENUES . 

& an :exceptional collection of 
. FRANCE 

other g,eneral properties including 
an interesting find of U.S. A. 

I Oc 1847's on cover to Canada 
. · . .C.atal6gue $1 . 
(Qntario. resid.enfs add I Oc s·.T.) 

Subscription to all 
1975 Catalogues 

& . Prices Realized $5 
(Ontario reside'nts add 25c S.T.) 

J. N. SISSONS LIMITED 
Suite 27 ·- Office. Mezzanine 

KING EDWARD HOTEL 
·37 KING STREET EAST 

TORONTO, CANADA MSC I E9 
Cables : Sistamp, To r,onto 
· Phone : 416-364:6003 · 

!'.1DDLfi:a:u:u:tmu:u:u:a:tcu:u:maamcu:u:tom: 
U.S. CLASSIC 
COVERS 

Covers, Cancels & Postal History, 
are sold 3 times per year at Pub­
lic Auction. Illustrated Catalogs, 
sent for $1.00 in Stamps, incl. 
Legal Size #I 0, S.A.S.E. for P.rices 
Realized. 

Above, sent on approval, against 
Want Lists, U.S. Classic 19th & 
20th Century Cover Collections 
Wanted , for either outright Pur­
chase, or Consignment for Future 
Auctions . Correspondence Invited . 

AL ZIMMERMAN 
843_ Van .Nest. Ave. 

Bronx, N. Y. 10462 
Tel. 212 - 822-7333 
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COVERS 

PROOFS 

SPECIMEN ST AMPS 

and 

POST AL HISTORY 

MATERIAL 

OF ALL COUNTRIES 

- Enquiries Invited -

Argyll Stamp Co. Ltd. 
265 Strand, London, WC2R IAJ 

England 
SPECIALIZING IN 

CHOICE 

UNITED STATES 

Stamps and Covers 

CANADA 

PENCE ISSUES 

Bruce G. Daniels 
ONE BOSTON PLACE - Room 1220 

BOSTON, MASS. 02108 



RUSSIA 
WANTED 

We have been specializing in 
this particular country for 50 years 
and are therefore probably able 
to appreciate your holdings more 
than anyone else. Accordingly, we 
offer you more cash. 

We are in urgent need of spe­
cialized Collections- XIX and XX 
Century (preferably up to 1945) . 
Rarities , Covers , Cancellations, 
Errors , Varieties , listed or not by 
Scott-also better grade sets. 

Selections will be kept intact 
pending acceptance of our check 
(or re t urned, at our expense , in­
surd). Minimum $I 00.00. 

Fast, Courteous service! We 
have been serving Philately for 50 
years! 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
P. 0. BOX 448, 

MONROE, N. Y. 10950 
U you are searchiu1 for a truly choke 

dusk cover, your prime source Is: 

MIDWAY 

STAMPS 

LTD. 

2077 CENTER A VE. 
FORT LEE 
N.J. 07024 

• 

July 1975 
Do Not Sell Your Collection 
H long H you enjoy collecting end 
u long H you have fun with your 
1tamp1. But when you get tired of • 
collection becau1e it bu reached ill 
goel, when rou want to 1tart in enother 
philatelic field, do not he1itete to di .. 
po1e of the "fini1hed" collection. In 
thi1 wey you will obtein additional 
funds for purchases in your new field. 
When you decide to 1e1l, talk with • 
dealer whom you have trusted with 
your purt"hases. He is the right man to 
1e1l for you the items he has once 10ld 
to you. We are ahny1 happy when we 
can giYll advice and help of this kind. 
Contact us when the time is ripe and 
we wi11 do our best to arran,;e a .. tis­
factory 1ale of your mater ial, either 
by private ule or by euctioa. 

MERCURY STAMP CO., INC. 
I 0 East 40th Street 

New York, N. Y. 10016 
Tel.: MUrrey Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address: Mercstemp Newyork 
POST AL HISTORY 

& RARE STAMPS 

Foreign Offices, Provinces, 
Treaty Ports, Korea, · 

Mongolia, Tanna Tuva, 
Tibet, Nepal , Bhutan, 

Indochina, Afghanistan, 
and Siam. 
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Classics since 1843 

Switzerland's stamps have been among the most attractive and popular to 

make them oustanding classic treasures of ph il ately . 

This is true today just as it has been for more than a century ago. 

Perhaps you can't afford the Zurich , Geneva or Basel cantonals. 

But you can en joy today's masterpieces with complete confidence that 

their value will continue to rise because worldwide demands are so great. 

It's simple. Just open a subscription account by sending a remittance 

($10 will amply take care of a full year's new stamps in mint singles or 

first-day covers) and we'll do the rest. Each time new stamps are released 

yours will be mailed automatically , eliminating bothersome individual 

orde,ring. 

It's that easy. 

Philatelic Service Office, PTT 

3000 BERN, SWITZERLAND. 
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"40 DAYS AROUND THE WORLD" 
ROBSON LOWE INTERNATIONAL LTD. 

50 Pall Mall, London, SWl YSJZ. 

Departing from London on the 14th August, Robson Lowe, John van Haeften 
and Jackie Norman will be making a 6-weeks tour of South Africa, Australia, 
New Zealand, the United States and Canada. They are looking forward to meet­
ing old friends and new friends and can accept properties for Private Treaty or 
Auction Sales in London, Bournemouth, Basle or Geneva. 

Their itinerary is shown below, with the H otels where they can be contact~d . 

AUGUST 
15 SALISBURY 
18 BULAWAYO 

15/ 19 CAPE TOWN 
19 PORT ELIZABETH 

20/ 22 DURBAN 

22/ 25 JOHANNESBURG 
26 PERTH 
26 MELBOURNE 
27 ADELAIDE 
27 MELBOURNE 

28/ 31 MELBOURNE 

SEPTEMBER 
1/ 2 MELBOURNE 

3/7 SYDNEY 
7/ 9 CHRISTCHURCH 
9/ 11 WELLINGTON 

11/ 13 AUCKLAND 
13/ 15 HONOLULU 

15/ 17 SAN FRANCISCO 
17 LOS ANGELES 

18/ 21 NEW YORK 
18/ 21 TORONTO 
21/ 23 BERMUDA 
21 / 23 NEW ORLEANS 
23/ 24 MIAMI 

Meikles Hotel 

Heerengracht Hotel 
Hotel Elizabeth 

Royal Hotel 

Robson Lowe only 
Robso n Lowe only 
John van Haeften, Jack ie Norman 
John van Haeften, Jackie Norman 
Robson Lowe, John van Haeften , 
Jackie Norman 

Carlton H otel Jackie Norman 
Sheraton Hotel John van Haeften, Jackie Norman 

c/ o Robson Lowe International Robson Lowe only 
Park Royal Hotel John van Haeften, Jackie Norman 

c/ o Robson Lowe International Robson Lowe only 
c/ o Robson Lowe International Robson Lowe, Jo hn van Haeften, 

Jackie Norman 

c/ o Robson Lowe International Robson Lowe, John van Haeften, 
Jackie Norman 

Menzies Hotel 
Un ited Services Hotel 

James Cook Hotel 
South Pacific Hotel 
The Sheraton Royal 

Hawaiian Hotel 
Mark Hopkins Hotel 
c/ o W. C . Tatham 

Waldorf Astoria Hotel 
B.N .A.P .S. Convention 

Southampton Princess Hotel 
c/ o Raymond H . Weill 

Miami Internat ional Airport 
Hote l 

Jack ie Norman 
Jackie Norman 
Jackie Norman 
Jackie Norman 
Jackie Norman 

Jackie Norman 
John van H aeften , Jackie Norman 
John van H aeften only 
Robson Lowe only 
John van Haeften only 
Robson Lowe, Jackie Norman 
Robson Lowe, Jackie Norman 

All enquiries before 14 August to: 
John van Haeften 

ROBSON LOWE LTD., 50 PALL MALL, LONDON SWI Y SJZ, ENGLAND. 
Cables: " Stamps London SWl ". Telex : 915 410 . T elephone: 01-839 4034 
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SIHHY JACOB S 
H AL f HI LL I 0 N H I L ER 
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That's why we'll travel anywhere in the continental United Stat es 
to discuss your collection. 

RA PIDLY INCREASING PRICES - INCREASED COLLECTOR DEMAND 
IN A DYNAMIC BUYER-SELLER MARKET 

ai-c on ly a few of the reasons our Internationa l Clientele keep us on the go. 
We are constant ly searching for QUALITY United States and Foreign. HALF 
A MILLION MILES and HALF A MILLION AUCTION CATALOGUES 
la ter, we're sti ll serving collectors, dealers and investors with the sa me 
ETH ICAL TERMS and EXPEDIENT SATISFACTION that earned us the title 
... " THE COLLECTORS AUCTIONEER" . 

AN IMPORTANT FACT TO CONSIDER 

BEFORE YOU SEL.L YOUR COLLECTION! 
SENSIBLE COLLECTORS SELL THROUGH AUCTION .... 

because SERIOUS COLLECTORS BUY THERE ! ! ! 
If you have been contemplating the sale of your collection, call us 

collect at 617 - 227-2770 for an appointment. We wil l be pleased to discuss 
your holding s, or if you so desire , we will travel to your home, bank or 
office. Cash paid on the spot , or we will place your collection in Auction. 

To A Collector . . . It's The Profit, Not the Promise that Counts ! 
WEST COAST collectors wishingto dispose of thei r co llections ca n conta ct 
our agent : JU LES CHARLES WATERS CO. at 415 - 387-4634 (collect) . 

The ,.4 
Colkctors' 1'!li 

Auctioneer Pfir\ 
P' 

SIM MY'S 
STAMP COMPANY. INC 

~ _ n ___rut__ 'L "--'L-d 
Our Auction Catalogue Is FREE For The Asking ! 
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New Brunswick 
25 -26 September 

Featured as part of an exceptional sale of 
British Empire in London on the above dates 
will be one of the finest offerings of 
New Brunswick to be seen for many years. 
Many of the superb pieces originated from 
famous collections including Amundsen, 
Caspary, Argenti, Tomasini and Dale­
Lichtenstein. Pre-stamp, 'Pence' and 'Cent' 
types are included with some magnificent 
postmarks, multiples and covers, the latter 
strong in routes and rates . 

De Luxe catalog with color plates $2, post 2nd 
prices realised inclusive. 

STANLEY GIBBONS AUCTIONS LIMITED 
DRURY HOUSE, RUSSELL STREET,LONDON WC2B 5HD 
ENGLAND TELEX: LONDON 28883 



R Harmer. \nc. 
H . . t 48th Street. 
6 Wes '{ 10036 
New 'l ork. ~i2 . Plaza 7 -4460 
Area Code ' 

nnounce that 
are pleased th a e been received 
instructionae:~rice Hess_e\ 
trorn Mr~ - Connecticut 
of Washin9~U~ auction 
to sell at pu HESSEL" 
THE "SlDNf;.;'s'bF 

LLECil01~ 
~~1nED Si A iES 'one rni\\ion dollars) 
ul' . J(CeSS 01 
(valued me NWEALiH 
BR\'f\SH coMMO 
AND AlR pOSi . e offered in four 
The collections w~~i~9 October. 1975 
auctions comme 

Fully illustrated auction catalogues will be available approximately one month prior 
to auction dates. Gratis from our galleries, 50c each by mail. Request catalogue application blank. 


