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CHRONOLOGY

3000 B.C Writing begins .
2000 B.C Grain and silver were used for payments in Mesopotamia, 2000 B.C.
1000 B.C * In Babylon, Hammurabi’s Law Code ( c. 17301685- B.C. ) describes many payments
in weighed amounts of silver .
* In ancient Palestine, the Holy Bible mentions that Abraham (c.1900 B.C.) purchased
a burial place for his wife, Sarah, for 400 shekels of silver at the current weight.
* Cowrie shells were among the earliest forms of currency, already in use in China and
in other parts of the world ¢.1500 B.C.
500 B.C * By ¢.650 B.C the first coins in the West were struck in Lydia (Asia Minor). They were
made of electrum ( a natural alloy of gold and silver) .
* By 600 B.C. the first Eastern money was made in China of cast bronze, fashioned in
the shape of tools .
B.C *In ¢.300 B.C. the first Roman coins.
600 A.D *In .90 , gold coins were used in India.
1000 A.D * About 630, the first Islamic coinage appeared .
* In the 10th century, the first paper money was introduced in the East, in China.
1700 A.D * In the 13th century, re-introduction of gold coinage in Europe .
* In the 16th century, the first mechanically produced coins appeared in Europe.
*In 1661, the first paper money appears in the West, issued by the private Bank of
Stockholm in Sweden
* In 1694 the Bank of England was the first European bank to issue notes on a proper
payment basis.
1800 A.D *In c.1701, the first decimal coinage in Russia .
1900 A.D * In ¢.1850, the first mechanically produced coins are used in the Far East.
2000 A.D *In 1946, the first credit cards introduced in USA .
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The Jordan Ahli Bank Numismatic Museum

The coins described and illustrated in this book can be viewed at the Jordan Ahli Bank Numismatic
Museum, Amman, Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. This museum puts on display the notable
collection of Dr. Nayef G. Goussous, Ph.D., a Jordanian dentist numismatist and winner of the Royal

Numismatic prize in1998.

This collection has been accumulated over decades of earnest and untiring effort. It is with the
vision, generosity and directorship of his excellency Dr. Raj’ai Muasher, chairman of the Jordan
Ahli Bank, whose foresight was responsible for the recognition of the historical and cultural value
of the Goussous collection, when he issued instructions to set up the Jordan Ahli Bank Numismatic
Museum. The collection formed the nucleus of the Jordan Ahli Bank Numismatic Museum collection
covering a span of 2.500 years, the earliest coin dating back to 600 BC, and the latest coming from

recent Jordan commemorative issuses.

The Museum boasts for proud of having one of the best Umayyad copper coin collection in the world
and were published in Dr. Goussous’ book, «Rare and Inedited Copper Umayyad Coins». In 2014 two
more books were published by the staff of the Museum, “Inedited and Rare Ancient Classical and
Byzantine Coins” and “Inedited and Rare Islamic Coins” and “The Age of Harun Al-Rashid Through
Historical Sources and Coinage” H. Al-Zoud, 2017. In addition, the Museum has an outstanding
collection of Mesopotamian, Phoenician, Roman, Byzantine, and Islamic weights. Furthermore, the
Museum has an extensive collection coins of Nabataean, Decapolis, Provincia Arabia, many of which

are to be published soon.

In the Museum gallery there are more than 3500 coins and artifacts displayed in 25 cabinets. The
walls of the display gallery are adorned with enlarged pictures of coins arranged chronologically, with
captions describing each coin. The library of the museum is a specialized one, containing books by
leading international numismatists plus numismatic periodicals. As part of its educational role, the

museum has dedicated one floor of its building for a lecture hall furnished with the latest equipment.

The Jordan Ahli Bank was founded in 1955. It has served Jordan and the Arab World with 56 branches

in Jordan, 9 in Palestine and one in Cyprus and now with a major numismatic museum.

The Numismatic Museum is located in the Jordan Ahli Bank headquarters building on Queen Noor
Street in Shmeisani and is open to the public, free of charge, Sunday through Thursday from 8:00 a.m
to 3:30 p.m.

For further information please contact us at :

Tel.: 5638800 Ext.: 1091 E-mail: museum@ahlibank.com.jo
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A Compilation Of Wise Sayings About Money

® ¢ Money speaks sense in a language all nations understand”
Aphra Behn,1640-1689
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® Money makes the world go around
( Popular lyric)
Dolidl Lu.a.n ddasng ‘»q.ﬂa.n Gl 3 gad |

2
(Rnd aal)

® Numismatics (from the Latin numisma, a coin) is defined in the American Webster Dictionary

as :The study of coins, tokens, medals, paper money, and objects closely resembling them in

form or purpose , including standard media of exchange and decorations.
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¢ ¢« Of all antiquities coins are the smallest, yet, as a class, the most authoritative in record and

the widest in range. No history is so unbroken as that which they tell; no geography so complete

; no art so continuous in sequence nor so broad in extent; no mythology so ample and various.

Unknown kings and lost towns, forgotten divinities and new schools of art have here their
authentic record. Individual characters is illustrated and the tendencies of races defined .”

From Coins And Medals by Stanley Lane — Poole

London , 1885
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® The coins of the Muslim East do not so much recall history as make it .
Stanley Lane — Poole
From coins and Medals, London,
1894
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¢ ¢ Coins and money have been part of our material culture for over 2.500 years documenting
prevailing ideas toward art, commerce, war, politics, religion, and society . Money is thus a
formidable resource for scholars trained to interpret numismatic evidence ¢ .
Harry W. Fowler
President of the American Numismatic Society
1984-1990
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® No field of history is so well served by its numismatics as is the Islamic.
George C. Miles
From: History of Rayy

1938
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COINS ARE US
e We are part of your heritage.
*  We are officially produced by (city — states and governments).
e We are the only artifact that bears a date, as well as images of famous people.
*  We are contemporaray documents, and having a wealth of information.
*  We are miniature newspapers and political statements in braille.
*  We can yield an amazing amount of information through the use of scientific techiniques.
*  We are tough survivors, we do not burn, tear or suffer worms.
e We are works of art in miniature that everybody can own.
*  We don’t take up much space.

* Preserve us, do not let us perish.
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Trends in Coinage

BC Lydia
65|O Rome  Greeks Persia India China
Alexander 336- 23 Han
the Great Dynasty
Celts | Hellenistic 206 BC-
Romaq Kingdoms AD 220
Augustus ‘ Republic | Parthia
27BC-AD 14 Roman Kushan Tang
Empire ) Dynasty Dynasty
Sassanian 618-907
130 Empire
Foundation of Byzantine Gunt
Constantinople Empire upta Song
Western Islamic ~ Dynasty | pypast
Europe . ynasty
1453 Dynasties 960-1272
Fall of
Constantinople
Delhi Mongols
Sultanate 1271
Americas  Seljuks
Mongols :
Ottorians Mogul Ming
Empire Dynasty
Milled 1368-
coinage 1644
17 th European | Qing
century Traders dynasty
1644-
1911
British I ]
Empire niux-o
1980 P Western
A.D. silver
A Simplified diagram showing the parallel chronology and the main streams of
coinage, according to Porteous 1980:11
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COMMUNITY AND THE NEED FOR MONEY

Going to the Market to Barter Aaslbell Gawt! I olaldl
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Heavily — laden porters, each a detail from the Standard of Ur'”, convey produce porbably traded in
Sumarian markets. On the left a man caries a pack which may have contained wool, while another

man leads a ram. A bulging sack of grain or goods weight down a third porter, while the man on the
right carries strings of fish, ( according to Kramer, P.44-45).

A finely wrought wooden object found in a 4.500 year- old grave in the city of Ur (@)
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The ox became a unit of value, detail from a tomb in the Valley of the Kings in Egypt.
(according to H.linecarp.27).
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Cowrie shells, the most widespread form of prtimive money,
cowrie shells were hoarded from prehistoric to modern times.




Ancient and modern beads.
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In primitive societies, bars and bracelets were used as currency,
earlier still, beads and cowries were used.
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An Egyptian wall-painting of the fifteenth century B.C.
showing a man carrying an « ox-hide» ingot on his shoulders.
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Two sides of a bronze talent from Mycenae, according to Seltman 1965:6
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Ancient cowries from China, with the backs removed for stringing.

Removal of a wide segment from the back of the shell seems to be typical
of most specimens dateable to ancient times.

Silver objects from an ancient Egyptian hoard, about fourteenth century B.C.
(According to Joe Cribb page 23).
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Ancient Egyptian wall- painting of the fourteenth century B.C.
showing Nubians carrying tribute in the form of gold rings.
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Ancient Egyptian wall- painting from a tomb at Thebes, about fourteenth century B.C.,
showing gold rings being weighed on balance.
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Detail of the black obelisk of Shalmaneser III, King of Assyria C. 825 BC.

The scene shows a man on the right carrying gold ingots above his head,
which is part of tribune paid by Jehu the king of Israel to the king of Assyria.

Ancient weights form different civilizations.
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Egyptian fresco from Thebes, depicting a barter scene 1500 B.C.
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An Egyptian wall-painting from Beni Hasan. The use of scales, balances, and weights.
(according to Miriani- Balmuth).
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Detail from a painted chest of Tutankkhamen c. 1358-1349 B.C.The horse proved to be efficient in
wars (1600 B.C.) and protecting trading caravans.
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People used bars of salt as money in many different parts of the world right up until the 1920s.
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Water- color painting of apanel in the House of the Vettii(Pompei) presumed to represent coining
operations. (By Gallo Giovany, from the author’s collection).
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3- Athens the Birthplace of Democracy Aol p8 ganad ) ige L] -
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5- Classification of Ancient Greek Coins Aaanall A p2 W OIS oSl Caciual -0

Jod S0 il 3,2 ¥ 3% 2 S Gl el le el Ban 2 ¥l S Sl pllains yuaiay ¥
S Al s (g Ao 53 I Lilewl (e wiiay g1 @aall G2 ¥ elle 20 cpas U1 lSsSidl e
JSs .(Anthony 1986:8) Zie (all (ye Ja5 Y 5,458 Al Lelsl a6 6oy Audi 2 ¥l 55l cl13 2 Lay 30,2
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Coon (@d Ja.nlj;‘ @2 a3 (Archaios and Archaikos) d.ds ;2 ¥ ugslS)! kS ) .(Jones 1998:23)
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ol ol Gl 3,21 30 Cpe g yal ol pal s @ty 3l A(Ibid : 18) sles s ¥ @l Lu;‘
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5-2- Classical Period of Greek Coinage Ao p2 W OIS ool ASew MSII 3,541 -Y-0

eSO SIS 3lagy gy ape W1 O I s Lall 93301 ey e sl @3 £VA (e 3,140 olus S
Lecolpw o ) Lait¥ ias 20,51 (Classicus) ¢ S US) 4alS Q‘ .(Jones 1998: 54) it Yy sal.;
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Al S omy caslual g — 33y BBl gl) 3Lt LSt Y (201 — @aual (il 1 ,0ae Ygos 3,40 o2a (ya
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Ol @393 5,582 (g yas (0S5 o sl Bl Lo S 4l 2]l 518 gl (g pall Gl

.(Sear 1978 : xxxv)
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cdaals LS ol Gye Jladig (Bactria) Ol 8oy (Ondgliddl gt Q\S}S.A.u.ﬂj a2 WUl
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c- Weight Standards and Denominations of Greek Coins
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;.Sizl\ ERTESD PRy ) WP -1 ) PR P @u;! 9 «(Persian) . ,Lally (Babylonian) LLdly (Phoenician)
(John J.1998:240-242) cniysll clind e cupds 3,000 3,2 W1 @lSeSdll o wanall Ol o Aganl
ol Joan b Leddg (bl oulid 039 a9 (Manah) (Ll ¢ Lgalanal @ ol39¥1 0is o] guany adingg

endll A, Y el Sl

T_‘.L_o.i cllall faag cogint! I (Hindu-Kush) ugS—gaigly Jletl 1 (Ogms 163) OXUS Gugua€ ¥t (35 (S ) o5 dawalg dalaia (Bactria) LSl (1)
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The table below shows the large number of silver coin denominations
which were produced in ancient Greece under Attic weight system.

Lgiasd a8 oSl |
(@2 t7) wlealys yae | Dekadrachm Laalyalsss
(@2 VWV, Y) @lexlys eyl | Tetradachm Laalyal ym
(pe A1) Lalyay | Didrachm Leatyls
(p’c ¢,Y) sl | Drachm Laslys
(@& Y,A0) il ¢ | Tetrobol ool 1,53
(0 ¥ 10) L3 Cami ] i T Triobol or hemidrachm o sl 613
(PENFRTPIP
(@21,¢7) dsl ¥ | Diobol Josl s
(@2 V,v) '/ | Trihemiobol Josl et 1,3
(@& +,v¥) Lals '/ | Obol Josl
(@2 +,20) dusl "/ | Tritemorion Os-oged S5
(@2 +,¥1) Jssl +,0 | Hemiobol ool o
(@2 +,YV) disl "/, | Trihemitartmorion O33aislians (gl 53
(@& *)A) Juf '/ | Tetartemorion Oms9al 9,5
(@2 *,4) ool '/, | Hemitartemorion RYSRYEI LT

(Hendin 1978: 78), (Sear, 1979: xxxii)
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1. Kingdom of Lydia Ll asleo
The Lydian were the first to sanction official coinage.
Aoy S 3Snn slnly a3 (o ol g2l OIS

AR. Siglos or half-stater . Time of Croesus (Kriosos) C. 561-564 B.C.
Obv: Confronted foreparts of lion and bull.
Rev: Double inscuse punch.
niial Bygim dagll Gle a3 0817011 (yyld uge B Gy A Balad Cauni ol Jaua

(e G pe dled sglall Lal sopline 5ghy au cala!

2.AHENS Lo
( The birth — place of democracy from the early fifth century B.C.).

Bl heydl dge L]
* The establishment of democratic government in 510 B.C. was the
occasion for the introduction of the largest silver coin a four-drachma
piece (Tetradrachm) which was twice the size of the earlier coins. This

new Athenian coinage became the most famous and was widely used up

to the time of Alexander. It was the first to bear a full design on both sides
of the coin.
Obv: Helmeted head of Athena right

Rev: AGE, owl standing right, olive sprig and crescent to left , all within

incuse.

Lo 85Sun ST lasY Bunlia 0.3 01 ale 2 Lis1 2 4ol 300 Ragla (23 pIS ¥

(lenlys gosl) alacsl Bag)l Lgied caly Loy Lasladl 1S5Sl e Canis Lgazms s 3

SIS s e i slos LA sy 5 red 38T il A5 all A cmansly
sl SIS e S 31k Jamd Ll 35Sl 0200 s L el

3.AEGINA L
AR Stater (12.28 gm) . Circa 457-431 B.C.

Obv: Land tortoise with segmented shell.

Rev: Crecent countermark/ Skew pattern.
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4.ROHODES ou3e)

AR Stater
Obv: Head of Hellios radiate. (Cued! 1) gl Gugalud ul
Rev: Rose with bud . (3359 Lalias Guss) ) @ 93209

* Hellios the sun god of the Greeks mated with Rhodes the nymph of the

island, their children were the first inhabitants of the island. In the fourth

century B.C. the tetradrachms of Rhodes formed a major currency in

south-west Asia Minor.
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5. Corinthia a8
350-300 B.C. AR drachma.
Corinth ( the Corinthian mint was active throughout the 5th and 4th
centuries B.C., except for period during the Peloponnesian War.
Obv: Pegasos, with pointed wing, flying r.; koppa beneath
Rev: Head of Aphrodite left .
TSRS EPEN R

Ll 31T (13 Gaalialy ml 31 0 380 IO e AipieS Alals @IS ) dys€ + L 58
gl Byl alinly reddl oladly by mizell Gleasdl (Gusosld! oo IS cuidss

< obed! I e calagyal puly el L

Metapontum agiulie
The badge of the city of Metapontum was a seven-grained ear of barely
with long pearled awns and flanked by first fourr letters of the name.
The obverse design in relief and incuse on the other side.

Syracuse BY (g™
Dekadrechm, 405-380 B.C
Obv: Galloping quadriga driven left by charioteer, holding goad crowned
by Nike flying right above. In exergue panoply of armour consisting of
cuirass flanked by greaves, with shield on left crested helmet on right.
Rev: Head of Artemis-Arethusa left, hair bound with wreath of corn-
leaves, four dolphins around .
A3 TA =t 0 mledlys yhe
il 3y 5lega Jaomy B pall 3ileug c leall olnils s Baa sl Lo pd e ¥oot 48 e+ gl
4 das £33 O O3S g0l (e o30S Ghialgll 2 umill JulST )y le gy digs s
ol A o 33955 Hletdl I a3 Blall 4815 950
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* A forged dekadrachm in lead which once have been silvered.
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5. Sicily PP

AE Lul=s

Hieron 11 275-215 B.C. ¢y5

Obv: Diademed head of Hieron Blme di3iy oped! L@;m Doyt ol

Rev: Horseman prancing right, holding spear couched; beneath, E; in ex.,

IEPONOE.

25 E Gopoll Jau 2 ilome) il oy Sy Onedl oloily yin 315 Glaier sl
bl 2 Gy Jualgl!

*His long reign was marked by struggle between Rome and Carthage.

He was friend of Archimedes the greatest mathmatican of antiquity, and

Herion II himself wrote a book on agriculture.

6. Carthage Al ,8
Cira 200 B.C., reduced billon 1.5 shekel ( 8.80 gm)
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Obv: Head of Tanit left, wearing triple pendant earring, grain ears in hair.

Rev: Horse standing right , head reverted .
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THE BEGINNING AND DEVELOPMENT OF INDIAN COINAGE
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Indian coins like Western coins, but they are heavier , thicker and less perfectly rounded.
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The Beginning and Development of Indian Coinage

KUSHAN KINGDOM
KUSHAN KINGDOM Soter Megas 55-105 AD
Obv: Radiate bust right, Tamgha of Soter Megas behind / Rev: Mounted

horseman right , Tamgha of soter Megas behind. Taxilla mint .
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1. Gold coin of Kanishka I, early second century A.D.

Obv: The king standing holding scepter in left, small alter to left,
surrounded by a Bactrian inscription written in Greek letters, «the king of
kings, Kanishka, the Kushan»

Rev: Iranian sun-god Mithra, flanked by the royal embelm .

GUPTA KINGDOM

2. Gold dinar of Samudragupta c. 335-70

Obv: King standing, sacrificing at small alter, right in the field the kings
name appears in Brahmi script.

Rev: Enthroned Hindu goddess Shri, with another title of king in Brahmi .

3. Ghaznavid AR large dirham, Mahmud as Yamin al-Dawla in the
name of Caliph al-Qadir; Governor Balkatekon named above obverse;

Andarabah, 389, sword below obverse.
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INDIAN REPUBLIC
5. 10 paise copper-nickle.
The capital of the Asoka pillar at Sarnath was chozen as the emblem of the

new Indian Republic and has appeared on its modern coins .

6. one Quarter Anna of the East India Company

7. One Rupee
Coins struck under the authority of the East Indian Company from 1835
until the trading monopoly of the E.I.C. was abolished in 1858.
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The Beginning and Development of Chinese Coinage

A YA ale OLLINZ (gl Gpall H1s 2 @l oSl ZBl 25,591 U
o Las clS oSl oy (7) mlaws¥! s (¥) elSsSall Gl 50 ()

FINAL STAGES OF COIN PRODUCTION AT HE SENDAI MINT, JAPAN 1728
(1) Filing edges (2) Polishing surfaces (3) Stringing the finished coins
according to Joe Cribb in «COINS» 1980 p. 294.
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Chou dynasty «knife —money».

Cralil 05301 I 395 ey L il s Faalmd 3533
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Brass coins of the eighteenth century tied
together . They were issued by the Kanxi emperor

(1662-1722) the character of his name implies
good health and prosperity.
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Laslasl ald gl o Ll Bronze spade money, sixth century B.C. it has

Privately made silver ingot, from the Ming a socket for wooden handle.

period, weighing 50 ounce, inscribed with its
date, place of manufacturer and the name of the
issuing merchant.
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REPUBLIC OF CHINA
China’s first national silver dollar, 1914, the obverse shows the portrait of the
President Yuan Shikai.
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A section of the Great Wall of China topped with brick towers. Its construction began in 214 A.D.
during the reign of the first emperor of China, Chin Shi Huangdi, but not completed until many

years later during the reign of his successors. The wall ran 1400 miles along the northern and
north-western frontiers, its height varies from 15 to 30 feet.
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INDIAN MINTING SCENE
Operations in an Indian mint of the seventeenth or eighteenth century.
According to J. Williams, with J. Cribb and E. Errington page 121.
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THE PERSIAN ACHAEMENID EMPIRE (546-330 B.C.)
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