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The National Assembly Issue of Poland 
By V incent Do ma nski, Jr. 

On .June 4, 1919, in commemora tion 
of the first meeting of the N a tion fl l 
.1\Rsemb ly (S]<jJMi, the Minis t ry of 
Post s a nd T elegr a phs of Po!a nq. issu ed 
its fi rs t commemorative series of s ix 
differnnt stamps. One m ay w onder 
w h y a s eries of sta mps sh ould be 
a uthorize d a nd issued for such a n oc ­
casion. Bearing in mind tha t a t th e 
con clus io n of World vVar I , Pola nd 
was in the most difficu lt pos ition of 
all the r eborn or r esurrecte d n a tion s 
of Europe ; tha t her territory w as rav­
ish ed , her finances reduced t o chaos 
a nd tha t internal disputes concernin g 
het g overnm ent continued; th a t Gen­
e r a l .Jo sef Pilsudski w as una ble t o 
weld the country into a n a uton omy, 
with the future seemingly hopeless 
u ntil Ig n ace Jan P a der ew ski , who 
comma n ded unlimited prestige, a r r iv­
e d fr om the United Sta tes early in 
1919 a nd used his influence t o prompt­
ly settle the v a rious differ en ces, so 
that it was possible to hold elections 
fo t· a. con s titutional aas embly. Poles 
u ·u ly we,r e jubila nt tha t aft er a cen­
tury of oppres s ion they wer e free a nd 
inde pendent and a ble to g ove rn t h em­
selves. A feat such as the op ening of 
the N a tiona l Assembly was indeed 
-con s idered a g r eat Roma n Holiday for 
t h e Poles. 

The Assembly con ven ed June 4th, 
1 ~19, t o pass a vot e of c ~n fiden ce in 
the then exis ting Pad erewski Govern­
ment a nd t o n_a m e Pil sud ski as t h e 
h ead of the S t a t e . L . Gard owsk i, h ead 

*Reprinte.d by p ermission of ' ·Stamps" 

uf the Ministry of P ost s a nd T ele ­
g r a phs appointed Edmund Ba rtlomie­
J'.'.zyk, well known artis t , t o submit 
s ix desig ns suita ble for s u ch a n issu e. 

The fir s t s ubmitted desig n s w e re a ll 
a ll egories h a ving t o do w it h the P ol­
ish St a t e , with the inscription "ROK 
P IE RWSZEGO SEJM,U" (Year of 
Firs t Assembly) . These wer e n ot ac ­
cept-Eel but or d er ed ch a n ged t o include 
p ortra its of P a d er ew s ki, P ils udski a nd 



Trampczyn ski , as well as three alle­
gories. I was fortunate to receive 
from Edmund Bartlomiejczyk, copies 
of the original signed drawings used 
for submitting the first designs. These 
~ketches are shown above. 

All the stamps were lithographed at 
\\larsaw, on thick wove paper and 
some values are known to exist on a 
ribbed wov·e paper, all perforated 111/2 . 
Perfora tion varieties likewise exist, 
such as clean , clear cut perfora tio_ns, 

a nd rough coarse perforations, a nd 
':Vith small and large perforated holes. 
These stamps also have various kinds 
-of gum, white, yellow a nd brown. AJI 
,the stamps have been issued imper­
forate but were not sold to the public 
a t the post offices. They are very 
RARE. 

Many plate varieties are found, most 
prominent being scratches over let­
ters, dots between, and over and under 
letters which are commonly found on 



Ethographed stamps. 
The six final designs are all in­

~cribed with the words "POCZ'.l'A 
POLSKA SEJM 1919 ROiKU." They 
-are as follows : 

10 Fen.-A vertical stamp, d<Esign of 
Polish White Eagle •crowned in trib­
ute to ancient Poland , in red lilac, 
with a variety of shades. Number of 
:,tamps issued was 14,584,800. 

15 Fen.-A horizontal stamp, with 
the portrait of Ignace .Jan Paderewski, 
printed in red, with variEties of 
shades. Number of stamps issued was 
26,787,200. 

20 Fen.-A large square stamp, 21 
mm. x 25mm. with the portrait of 
'\Vojciech Trampczynski, once profes­
sor of law and social economics at St. 
Petersburg and at Warsaw, the first 
Speaker of the National Assembly. 
Printed in brown, with varieties of 
shades, two distinct dies are noted. 
ln the first, the numeral 20 can hard­
ly be distinguished, and in the second 
the background lines were fuller which 
makes the numerals stand out. The 
total number issued, both dies, was 
·, 3,992,000 stamps. 

'.l'his same design was also issued in 
a smaller size, 17mm. x 20mm., of 
·w ilich 1,000,400 stamps were printed 
in brown. These were shortly with­
drawn as the size was found to be 
unpopular with the postal clerks. 

25 Fen.-A horizontal stamp with 
the portrait of General Joief Pilsud­
~ki, with the same design as that of 
the 15 Fen. printed in olive, with 
shad•e varieties. Number issued was 
~9.650,800 stamps. 

50 Fen.-A large horizontal stamp, 
with an allegorical design, depicting 
the White Eagle, watching the Polish 
~hip of State once more sailin,: 1he 
seas. Printed in blue green with var­
ieHes in shades. Number printed was 
66,345,400. 

l Mark.-,A large horizontal stamp, 
with an allegorical design of a winged 
Gryphon (Poland) awaking and with 
its fore paws on Roman fasces (sym­
bol of power) taking up the govern­
ment as a free Republic . Printed in 
vL,Jet, light and dark. Number of 
stamps issued was 21,430,000. 

Attention is caned to the fact that 
there were two distinct printings. The 
fil'st was coarse, the s acond was more 
rletailed, clear and outsta"nding. While 
the National Assembly (SEJM) was in 
session· the Ministry of Posts and Tel­
,egraphs had a special cancellation 
Jdller made and used for these stamps. 

MEET THE NEW MEMB1ERS 
Member No. 193. Derek Palmer, Ca­

~illa 2393, Santiago de Chile, Chile, So. 
America. (EIPP) 

Member No. 194. August J . Hrivnak, 
17 4 Addison Rd., Riverside, Illinois. 
(U. S., Czecho-Slovakia, Poland) 

M 2mber No. 195. Augustus Cihano­
wycz, 615 Front St., Dunellan, New 
.Jersey. (EPP, Italy, Hungary, Neth­
erlands, Dutch Colonies) 

Member No. 196. Miss Celena - K. 
Gorski, Nanticoke State Hospital, 
Nanticoke, Pa. (U. S. and General) 

CORRECTED ADD~ESS 
Miss Regina B. Sierowiecka, 
3568 East 117th St., Cleveland, Ohio 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
At the Sept. 10 , 1943, meeting of the 

Society the amendment to the con­
stitution creating a new kind of mem­
bership-life membe,rs-was passed. 
Dues for life members is the sum of 
$25.00, and no more dues or assess­
ments. Applicants for life member­
ship must be members of the society 
for at least one year. 

How about it members? Become a 
Life Member! Send $25.00 and your 
name to the Secretary, J . J. Domar, 
3715 Clinton Av,e:, Berwyn, Illinois. 

It really would be quite a tribute to 
our Society if we could publish a large 
list of Life Members in the next issue 
of the BULLE'TIN. 

CHESTER MIKUCKI 
The Navy claims another of our 

membern. On _ Sept. 14, 1943, Chester 
Mikucki left civilian life and became 
a member of that splendid fighting 
machine, the U. S. N. 

Chester ieaves us with a record of 
accomplishment which is difficult to 
match. From ·the very first thought of , 
getting the collectors of the stamps 
of Poland together until the day of 
his leaving to serve his country, he 
was engaged in the activities of the 
rnciety. First as Treasurer for two 
years, then as Librar~an and Histor­
i:c..n for two years and all the time in 
addition he had charge of the sale of 
souvenir sheets. He was also Program, 
Chairman, during which time he in­
stituted the "BEIDBAH" as a part of 
the activities of International Phila­
teltc Week. 

All of the members, officer!;! and di­
rectors wish him God Speed and a 
safe return. 



POLONUS Fl RST DAY COVER 
Polonus' first day cover is the talk 

of a ll cover collectors. Ne,ver before 
l,ad such a 1,mique first day cover 
made its appearance. 

"F'dendship Thru The Years' be­
tween the United States and Poland 
is shown by reproducing the stamps 
of -each country mutually honoring 
the heroes or events of the other. The 
l.Jackground-a robin's egg blue, the 
stampS'--th e same purple as the U. S. 
flag stamp, show t he Pulaski and 
Kosciuszko United States stamps a nd 
the Washington Bicentennia l and U. 
S. Con stitution stamps of Poland, to­
gether with the stamp honoring that 
great statesman and pia nist, Ign3.ce 
.fc, n Pa derewski, combined with a eel -
lophane window protected mint copy 
in the lower left h and corner and a 
l!'irst Day canceUed eopy in the up­
per right h and corn er produce an ef ­
frct at once strikingly artistic a nd 
different in cover collecting. 

Events such as the first day of is­
si;e of the Poland flag stamp do not 
happen every day and the issuance of 
the Polonus' First Day Cover was on e 
·of the many things done by the So­
ciety to properly commemorate the 
event. 

FROM THE ED•l,TOR 
How did you like the 12 page July­

August issue of the BULLETIN? 
Some of our members enjoyed it very 
much. So much in fact that they have 
suggested we change the BULLETIN 
from a monthly publication to a, bi­
monthly. 

The suggestions are supported by 
,uguments taking the following form: 
Bince the main purpose of the BUL-

LETIN is to furnish informative ar­
ticles on the stamps of P ~land and 
si nce news items on the activities of 
the society and its members are only 
incidental, more space can be devot­
ed to articles on the stamps of Pola n .l 
in a twelve page issue than in two six 
page issues. 

Of course, the ideal would be a 
t we Ive page issue each month. How­
ever, the cost of twelve such issues 
would far exceed the budget of the 
Publications Committee provided by 
t h e Board of Directors. The Committ2e 
,yill have sedous difficulties in pub­
lishing 12 six page issues and stay 
v, ithin the budget limita tions this year. 

What do you think? Your editor 
would like to receive your comments 
pro a nd con. After a ll, this is your 
nULLETIN and it w ill be what you 
W!:tnt it to be." 

The Editor. 

MtEMBERS S,USPEND:ED 
Chester Migalski 
Rev. L . J. Surak 

THIS 'n' THAT 
Member Dr. Edward Lewandowski, 

of Philadelphia, is now in the Army of 
the United States. He ls a Lt. in the 
Dental Corps. 

* * • 
Member W. Wojc ik of Chicago h as 

been a member of the Army for quite 
some time. Notice of this fact has 
reach ed us only recently. 

* * * 
Members please note. Advise the 

Secretary of the fact that you are in 
1.he Armed Forces of the U. S. Re-
1nember no dues for that period. 
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