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UNITED STATES

“Pacific Northwest” Airgram

By PHILIP SILVER

During the period of the late 1920°s, a most unusnal envelope for use in
the air mail service was introduced in the United States. 1t is referred to as
the **Pacific Northwest'’ airgram because of the legend printed on the reverse
side of the envelope as well as on the inside at the top part of the message sec-
tion whieh reads:

“ Airgram

FROM THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST"

It would appear that these airgrams were used from the northwestern part
of the United States but the writer is unable to fathom the reason why this
should be so sinee, conceivably, such an airgram could have been used in other
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parts of the country.
On the thh‘ulihUNhﬂnN'HAPIH-HHHMH printed legend which reads as

follows :
S“HOW TO USE AIRGRAMS
Write message inside - fold and seal. Deposit
in ANY mail box or mail chute. Ten eents in stamps

Writing Paper Manufacturers Association

The Trade Association of U5 Manufacturers of Business,
Correspondence and fechnical Fapers - FOUNDED 1801

122 East Forty-second Street, New York 17, N.Y.

March 13, 1963

Mr, Philip Silver
149 Clarkson Avenue
Brooklyn 26, New York

Dear Mr, Silver:

This is in reply to your letter of February 15th which
has just been referred to us by Mr, Lagerloef of the American
Paper and Pulp Association.

The only help we can give you is the information that we
have in our files of the name, "Airgram", with an indication
that the design is similar to, or the same as, the design
on your photostat. It is listed as a name belonging to:
Walter T. Verney, 903 Ashbury Street, San Francisco, Calif,
This information indicates that this name was granted a
Patent Office registration on March 19, 1929, to the above
named gentleman. He also was granted another registration
for this same name on February 28, 1928, We do not have
any record of this registration having been renewed and,
therefore, do not know whether the name is being used today.

The claimed date of first use was July 1, 1927,

Very sincerely

&/

Fig. |. Letter determining the date of manufacture. (Photos by Boutrelle).

. Darrow
Executive Secretary
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Fig. 2. From Freewater, Oregon June B, 1929 with |15 cents air mail postage.

(any denomination) earries this airgram to ANY
POINT in the U. 8. via fastest air mail routes. For
foreign countries add neecessary foreign postage.”

The elue which unlocks the puzzle is the 10¢ rate mentioned in the above
quoted legend. It will be remembered that, effective February 1, 1927, a new
air mail rate went into effect on both Government-operated air mail routes and
contract air mail routes., The rate was ten eents a half-ounce, regardless of
distanee. Prior to that date, the rates were Se an ounce for each zone or part
zone on Government-operated routes and the following rates on contract routes:

up to 1,000 miles 10¢ an ounce
1.001 to 1.500 miles 15¢ an ounce
over 1,500 miles 20¢ an ounce

Obviously, then, the use of these airgrams must date from the period alter
February 1, 1927.  Also, the airgram must weigh a half-ounce or under to qual-
ify for the new 10¢ a half-ounce rate which became effective on that date.

The writer has several of these airgrams in his collection. One was
weighed ; it ean be reported that it weighed slightly less than a half-ounee. Next,
the dates of usage had to be determined. For this, recourse to the Writing
Paper Manufaeturers Association of 122 East 42nd Street, New York City was
made. In answer to our query, a (Fig. 1) letter was received from Mr. John
F. Darrow, Exeeutive Secretary:

Thus, the answers fall neatly into place. The airgram weighed less than
a half-ounee and was first used on July 1, 1927, five months after the effective
date of the new 10¢ rate.

In Figure 2, there is shown a flown airgram, cancelled Freewater, Oregon,
June 8, 1929, franked with the 10¢ Lindbergh and 5¢ Beacon air mail stamps.
The total rate is, thus, 15 cents. Why, then, since the airgram legend ecalled
for ““ten cents in stamps’’ was the 15¢ franking necessary? The answer is that
new rates were again in effect.

On August 1, 1928, the air mail rate had been changed to 5 cents for the
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Trans-Pacific Service
'Round-the-World Service

Fig. 3. January 2, 1929 cover with Sea Post cancellation and 15 cents air mail postage.

first ounce and 10 eents for each additional ounce or fraction., Obviously, the
total weight of the airgram plus enclosures, if any, must have weighed more
than one ounce but less than two ounces. The message on the inside of the air-
gram states as follows:

‘T am sending you the Will of Arthur H. Toll,
We had no property when Mr. Toll died, living with
our Unele.””

The will enclosed gave it the added weight to require additional air mail
postage,

Another airgram is illustrated in Figure 3. This, too, has the same 15¢
franking as the one shown in Figure 2. Tt is eancelled January 2, 1929, U, S,
T.P. SEA POST/S. 8. PRES. TAFT. The word “WEST"" appears above
the date, probably indicating westward passage to San Franciseo where air mail
service was available, The message on the inside, dated January 1, 1929, Hong
Kong Harbor, indicates the ship is to sail that day for arrival in Manila,
Philippine Islands on the 3rd. The sender enclosed several covers for himself
care of the addressee, thus, accounting for the added weight which required
additional franking, as noted previously, sinee the period of use was alter
August 1, 1928 when the new air mail rates were in effeet,

The use of these airgrams is part of the story of the development of air
mail service in the United States. The writer would like to know if any of onr
readers have such airgrams with 10¢ rate usage during the period from Feb-
ruary 1, 1927 to July 31, 1928, ineclusive.

In case of change of address, please notify Secretary, Aero Philatelists
22 East 35 Street, New York 16, N. Y.

(-]
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POLAND

The First Two Semi-Official Air Mail Stamps
By JEAN GRAVELAT

The first two Semi-Official air mail stamps of Poland (Sanabria #501-502)
were issued in May 1921 by TAdensz BROnislaw MIKolajezyk Society in honor
of the Posen (Poznan) Fair. The inseription appearing on the bottom of the
stamps, T, A. B. R. O, M. I. K., is taken from the first two letters of the Society
first name and the first three letters of the last two names.

B sseerasesasnasaan

- . . - - ..

These stamps have been collected by many aero-philatelists for a number
of years and many articles in different languages have been written about them.
It is surprising, therefore, to find that no one has written about some varieties

Fig. 2
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found on these two stamps.*

Furthermore, neither of the two speecialized air post eatalogues now used
by many collectors — Sanabria and Silombra in France — list or mention any
minor varieties outside of imperforate copies. The writer fails to understand
this because the unlisted varieties are obvious to anyone viewing the stamps.

The following varieties have been noted:

The

’l.hl

25 m (Sanabria #£501)

a. Broken “*0"" in “AERO" ecausing the latter to read ““AERC™
(Fig. 1)

b. 5" in the top of **25"" has top horizontal stroke missing (Fig. 2)

c. Horizontal pair imperforate vertically (Fig. 3)

d. Vertical perforations missing (Fig. 4)

e. No horizontal perforations at bottom (Fig. 5)

100 m. (Sanabria £502)

a. No horizontal perforations on the bottom between the design and
the initials T. A. B. R. O. M. 1. K. (Fig. 6)

*The flights, cancellations and eounterfeits of this 1921 Poland set were deseribed in

detail in the Adero Philatelists® News, Volume 4 (1949), Pages 83-84 in an article written
by the late Eugene M. Arkhanguelsky. (FEd.)

seesssrstab s lddFnnsaneiser At Esttannnnen

TA.BE.R.O.M. LK.

Fig. 4
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The writer does not know if many members of AERO PHILATELISTS in
Ameriea are infervested in the aforementioned information. If you are, please
write to Mr. Jean Gravelat, 25 Place Jules Ferry, Montrouge (Seine), France.
This is suggested beeause the other Semi-Official air mail stamps of Poland, those
of the L. O, P. P, issues, also have some unlisted varieties that the writer would
be pleased to deseribe in a future article for this magazine.

TO JOIN AERO PHILATELISTS

Simply fill in the membership Application on Page 52 and mail: I
35
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WHAT YOU WANT TO BUY

is more important than what we want to

sell, so please tell us what you collect.

We have a small stock of older G. B. Com-
monwealth and Foreign stamps, good stocks
of covers (pre-stamp to recent airmails),
airmail stamps (some good errors) and one
of the finest existing stocks of Japanese oc-

cupations.

GENERAL PRICE LIST FREE

J. STEPHEN
26 Coed Pella Road
Colwyn Bay, Denhighshire, Gt. Britain

Oectaber, 19653




AEROPHILA 63 BRUSSELS, BELGIUM
And
The Third F. I. S. A. Congress

Truly international in every respect! This briefly but aecurately deseribes
the International Air Post Exhibition, named AEROPHILA 63, that was staged
in Brussels, Belgium from August 3lst to September Sth, 1963.

Also on Saturday September Tth, the Third Annual Congress of the Fed-
eration of Air Mail Societies, FISA, convened with delegates from 14 countries
and a large attendance from Europe.

This report is written primarily for the American members of AERO
PHILATELISTS.

The Exhibition

AEROPHILA 63 was held in the Central Railroad Station of Brussels.
One ecan aptly eompare this locale with New York’s Grand Central Station or
("hicago’s Union Station.

A total of 137 exhibits required about 500 frames. In addition, there were
21 entries from 9 different countries in the Literature seetion.

The United States led with 28 exhibitors, taking 110 frames or about 20%
ol the entire show. lh'l'lll;lu_\ was i elose second with 27 exhibits, followed ||_\'
Gireat Britain with 22 and 17 from Belgium. The balance came from 14 other
countries Austria, Brazil, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, Finland, Franece, Holland,

AEROPHILA 63 Board of International Judges. (Left to right) R. Hubinont, Belgium; Dr. Ernst
Raab, West Berlin; H. R. Hclmes, England; Frank Muller, France; Henry M. Goodkind, U.S.A.,
President of the Board: Robert Van Compernclle, Belgium;: Baron Six van Oterleek, Holland and
Hermann E. Sieger, West Germany, Secretary of the Jury.

-3
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Hungary, Italy, Luxembourg, Poland, Portugal, Switzerland and the Union of
South Afriea. Thus, 18 different countries participated, entries coming from
Europe, North America, South Ameriea and Afriea.

The Judges

Eight prominent philatelists were appointed to the International Board of
Judges, commonly called in Europe **Le Jury.”” They were as follows:

Messrs. 11 R. Holmes of England, President of the Royal Philatelic So-
ciety, London and former Philatelic Curator of the British Musenm; Rauol
Hubinont of Belgium, author of the book on the Belgian Pioneer Flights; Frank
Muller of Paris, France, editor of the French Air Mail Catalogue; Dr. Ernst
Raab of West Berlin, Germany, Chairman of LUPOSTA 62; Baron Six van
Oterleek of Netherlands, Seeretary of CURIOSA 61 and Robert Van Comper-
nolle of Belgium., Hermann E. Sieger of West Germany, publisher and editor of
the famed Sieger Catalogs, was appointed the Seeretary, and Henry M. Good-
kind was the judge from the U, S. A.

The Judges at their first session were instrueted to eleet a President and
the editor of this magazine was unanimously chosen for this position.

Due to the severe competition, four meetings were necessary to do the judg-
ing. Furthermore, the exhibition was so ecrowded with viewers the opening day
that these sessions had to be scheduled before the exhibition opened in the
morning or after it elosed at night.

The Grand Award

The finest showing in the exhibition — in fact, one of the greatest air mail
stamp colleetions ever assembled — was by a Brussels, Belgium collector, Mr. Elie
Cozae, who incidentally, exhibited for the first time. This exhibit that gained
the Grand Award, the speeial medallion presented to AEROPHILA 63 by the
King of Belgium, attempts to have every stamp in both mint condition and also
used on cover.  The seleeted pages of Chile, Colombia, Honduras and Newfound-
land were outstanding.  The writer told Mr. Clozac that his eolleetion should be
shown in the United States and invited him torexhibit in New York in 1966.

Only 10 Gold Medals

Only 10 gold medals were awarded. The reason for this was that in inter-
national competition such as AEROPHILA 63, a gold medal signifies just about
the best in the world. Therefore, only those exhibits that warranted this rating
received the top awards.

Two gold medals went to the U.S. A, Semi-Official Stamps of the World
shown by Dr. R. H. Shrady of Englewood, N..J. turned out to be the best Ameri-
can exhibit.  Truguay by Philip Silver. Brooklyn, N. Y. also won a gold, due to
a great extent to the philatelie knowledge and research.

Silver=Gilt Awards

In the other elasses — Silver-Gilt, Silver and Bronze — a few exhibits were
selected for Special Prizes of Honor, which were medallions donated by various
Societies and prominent people.  The reason for this was that a collection re-
eceiving a Prize of Honor was better than the average in this elass.  For instance,
a Silver-Giilt Prize of Honor indieated the exhibit was just short of a Gold but
a leader in the Silver-Gilt elass.

AERO PHILATELISTS donated a gold medal to AEROPHILA 63 and
this was won by the Pioneer Flights and Stamps of Mr. Jean Gravelat of Franee.

These were the 4 Silver-Gilt Prizes of Honor to the U. S, A.:
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All of the 28 AEROPHILA 63 awards gained by the United States exhibitors that were on display
in the main meeting room of the Collectors Club, New York, N. Y. before they were presented to
each individual exhibitor on October 10, 1963. (Photo by Boutrelle)

Zeppelin and alion Air Mail Covers of Bernard Fink, West Hempstead,
N. Y. won the Mayvor of Evere medallion.

German and Zeppelin Pioneers by Max Gold, New Rochelle, N. Y. received
the Mayor of St. Joseph-ten-Noode medallion.

Honduras 1925 Issue of Irving 1. Green, Newton, Mass. won the Mayor of
Schaerbeek medallion.

Air Mail Stamps On Cover of Stanley R. Riee, Greenwich, Conn. received
the Mayor of St. Giles medallion.

5 Silver-Gilt medals went to:

(rreal HJ'J.ff.li-.n ]”]] ('ru‘nurlfi'u.u ["“_rfl‘h’. .\Hll'l‘( |'. l‘ll|l|'ll. X|'\\ Ylil‘k. \ \
Estonia, Clifford H. Adams, USIS, Karachi, Pakistan.

Australia, Frank E. Adams, Philadelphia, Pa.

Nalvador, Sam Rodvien, New York, N. Y.

Proofs & Essays, John J. Britt, New York, N. Y.

Silver Awards

The United States gained 8 Silvers, 4 of them Prizes of Honor as follows :
Canary Islands, Herbert Bernstein, Vineland, N, .J.

Italy & Colonies, Louis N. Staub, Jericho, N. Y.

Papua, Harry A. Holman, Astoria, N. Y.

Sports, Ira Seebacher, Roslyn, N. Y.

The 4 American exhibits receiving Silver medals were

Zeppelins, Hans Nothman, Philadelphia, Pa.

India Rockets, John R. Dilworth, Philadelphia, Pa.

7.8, A, 1918-35, Edward PP. Bender, Woodside, N. Y.

Venezuela Proofs, Henry Kraemer, New York, N. Y.
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Bronze Medals

Five 1. 8. exhibits won Bronze medals. Graf Zeppelin Flights, Mrs. Flo-
rence (), ’pl'li‘.\ll. Nt'\\ \'ul'k, \ \ _\}Hur‘hnuls \\ "'nfunl.a & l'.]'l‘ll |\'l‘i7.i'l'. I'DI‘H(II{-
lyn, N. Y.: Rooscveltiana, Jan Bart, Belle Harbor, N. Y.; Ttaly’s Pegasus Stamp,
William N. Mead, Philadelphia, Penna. and Liberia, Raymond Young, Philadel-
phia, Penna.

Two of the United States exhibits were shown Not-For-Competition. Both
the Philatelic Foundation’s Costa Rica, Guatemala and Merico and “l'lll‘_\' M.
Goodkind’s Nicaragua received AEROPHILA 63 Gold medals.

Consequently, there were 28 United States entries, 26 being in competition.
26 won awards — 4 Gold and 9 Prizes of Honor — a total of 13 top honors.

Literature Grand Award

There were 27 entries in the Literature section. A Grand Prize for the
best Literature entry was donated by Dr. J. Boesman of Holland, the President
of FISA. This was a large handmade Delft ehina plate.

Sinee the President of the Board of Judges was the editor of this magazine
and one of the entries was a bound volume of the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, the
writer declared himself ineligible for any judeing in the Literature Class. M.
H. R. Holmes of England acted as President for the Literature Awards.

The Literature Grand Award by the unanimous vote of the T other judges
was chosen for this magazine, the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, May we with a spir-
it of both humility and pride state that this is the highest honor ever accorded
any air mail publication. As a matter of fact, in most all past international
philatelie exhibitions, not only those aero-philatelie, philatelie literature had no
special Grand Award. Often, the regulations stipulated that a silver medal is
the highest rating for the best in the Literature section.

A Silver medal for Literature was awarded to Irving 1. Green for his book-

Part of the AEROPHILA 63 award presentation ceremony in New York, N. Y. on October 10, 1963.
(Left to right): John J Britt, Bernard Fink, Henry M. Goodkind and Louis N. Staub. These four
were from the group of the original Founder Members of AERO PHILATELISTS that began in 1946,
(Photo by Boutrelle).
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let on the world’s rarvest and most valuable air mail stamp, ‘*‘The Black Hon-
duras’ published by the Collectors (lub, New York, N. Y. The original ver-
sion of this story was published in the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS in 1954,

This report on the exhibition of AEROPHILA 63 can be summarized with
the statement that it was the most competitive air mail show staged in Europe
since the end of World War II. These FISA-sponsored Shows have generated
wide interest, especially in Europe. Consequently, each one sees better quality
material shown. This is substantiated by the Brussels, Belgium Grand Award
exhibit, an outstanding collection of air mail stamps of the world that never had
been shown before.  Furthermore, ABEROPHILA 63 had a total of 49 entries
from Great Britain and West Germany, a vast improvement over the Shows in
past years.,

Third FISA Congress

There will be a written report rendered in the near future by the Secre-
tary of FISA, Mr. M. Kaptein of Belgium. This will be used later in this mag-
azine on the activities ol the 3rd FISA Congress.

Events

Ome, who has been afforded the privilege of visiting these exhibitions and
congresses in Europe, can anticipate a full program with entertainment and in-
teresting sightseeing. AEROPHILA 63 faithtully followed this pattern. Vis-
itors received invitations to the following:

1) The inaugural ceremonies with refreshments being served. Also this
event was broadeast over radio and TV; 2) a reeeption and tea for the wives
of the foreign members of the Jury and the Commissioners; 3) two dinners for
the judges and commissioners — one tendered by the AEROPHILA Chairman,

Make the wisest move

when selling your collection — dial our number, 212
JUdson 2-0164, and let us tell you what we can do for
you. We can help you get the best possible price.

As a long-established auction firm with international
connections and top standing, we can offer you every
service. For instance, an interest-free advance up to 60%
of our appraisal.

We will be glad to advise you, without charge, on
any aspect of your selling problem. Write or call us today.

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc.

International Awctioneers of Fine Stamps

560 Fifth Avenue (at 46th St.), New York 36, N. Y.
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GREATEST VALUE EVER — THE ALL-NEW LOOSE-LEAF

STANDARD

World Stamp Album

1000 PAGES
SPACES FOR 50,000 STAMPS
MORE THAN 30,000 ILLUSTRATIONS

Here is a truly sensational new loose-leaf album
that sets a new standard in album value. Person-
ally compiled and edited by H. E. Harris, the
Standard album dramatically reflects his fabulous
knowledge and experience gained through nearly
half a century of dedication to the stamp hobby.

Carefully designed with the collector in mind, the
Standard offers more genuine, lasting pleasure from
the hobby than any album ever published in the
popular price range.

Read about the Standard’s many outstanding fea-
tures and order yours today.

“one of philately’s finest of modern albums™

««+« ERNEST A. KEHR
Stamp Editor, New York Herald Tribune; World Famous
Philatelist, Author, Educator, Lecturer

ORDER WITH CONFIDENCE! $ Q5
The Standard album is guaranteed to please
you in every respect or you may return it

within ten days for a prompt and full refund. POST-FREE in U.S.A.

These exciting features are yours in the new STANDARD:
® Attractively and scientifically designed . . . with ® A supply of exclusive “Speed-rille” blank pages
spaces for 50,000 stamps of the kinds you're most and gummed country titles.

liksly to own or acquire. ® Profusely illustrated Standard supplements will be
® More than 30,000 sharp, clear illustrations that issued annually.
virtually eliminate the need for costly *standard

catalogs" for identification purposes. ® Luxurious loose-leaf post binder in nine rich and
® Complete, easy-to-understand compilation of help- beautiful colors . . . electronically sealed in finest
ful and valuable information, including (1) Illustrat- soil-proof, wear-resistant imported vinyl . . . PLUS
ed world-wide Stamp Finder, quickly identifies revolutionary new mechanism (patent pending) al-
nearly all stamps, (2) Stamp Collectors Dictionary, lowing pages to lie open with maximum possible

defines words pertaining to philately, (3) “How to flatness!
Collect Stamps,” a trustworthy guide for all col- .
lectors, and (4) U. S. Stamp Identifier, profusely ® These and many other fascinating features and

illustrated, tells rare stamps from common “look innovations will provide you with years of utmost
alike” varieties. enjoyment.

H.E.HARRIS & CO. [Fwwrzit} BOSTON 17, MASS.

}2 Oectober, 1963




The Grand Award for Literature presented by Dr. J. Boesman
of Holland, the President of F.I.S.A., that was voted to the
AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS. A bound volume of Volumes
6-8 is beneath the specially made Delft China Plate. (Photo
by Boutrelle).

Mr. I. Braunstein, and another by the President of FISA; 4) the wives of the
Judges and commissioners were invited to dinner at an excellent Brussels res-
taurant by Mrs. Braunstein on the night of Mr. Braunstein's dinner; 5) re-
ception and cocktail party in the Terrace Room of the Martini Building, Brus-
sels tallest skyseraper, 33-stories high, given by the SAB (Society Aerophila-
telique Belge), 6) the final banguet announecing the awards in the Banquet Hall
of the new Westbury Hotel. Also there were excursions arranged — to Water-
loo, a tour of Brussels, visit to the Belgian Postal Museum, Erasmus’ home, a
day’s trip to Ghent and Bruges.

Upon arrival, each visitor found a large envelope containing information,
invitations, the program of events, tickets to the exhibition and also a list of all
the foreign visitors giving their hotel and its telephone number, a most conven-
ient idea,

People

In this part it is our desire to mention everyvone we met. But we are sure
that our memory has failed us, because some names may have been unintention-
ally forgotten. Since the judges were already named, their names will not be
repeated.

There was a large delegation from Great Britain — Mr. and Mrs. Cyril .
Harmer, John . W, Field, the British Commissioner, Mrs., (!, M. Gray, Secre-
tary of the British Air Mail Society, Robson Lowe, Mr. and Mrs. H. Erie Scott,
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Mr. and Mrs. Max Weldon, Stuart A. Robertson, G. L. Solomon and Miss Solo-
mon and James Wotherspoon of Seotland, President of the BAMS.

(termany, too, was well represented by Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Dahmann, both
leading aero-philatelists in West Berlin, Mr. and Mrs. Hermann Sieger, Mr. and
Murs, H. Aisslinger and Dr. R. Atanassoff.

From Franee came the Henri Trachtenbergs, our longtime member and a
well-known Parisian air mail dealer. Mr. Trachtenberg helped with the mount-
ing and dismounting of every one of the American exhibits. Mr. Jean Gravelat
of Paris and Mr. Henry Dupont of Le Cotean, both members of AERO PHIL-
ATELISTS. Mr. Dupont is a very proud Freneh aero-philatelist. He collects
United States air mails and his exhibit won a Silver medal (See Page 47).

Others very mueh in evidenee were Mr. Sebastino Amaral of Brazil, the
Commissioner for South Ameriea, who also helped greatly with the mounting of
the 7. 3. exhibits, Captain Lemos de Silveria and family of Lisbon, Portugal;
the Jon Boesmans of Holland, Mrs. Boesman is one of the world’s champion
balloomists,  Other friends from CURIOSA 61 were Mr. and Mrs. J. Bouma of
The Hague, Mr. Andre Houweling, who won a Gold medal and Mr. Vermeers.
Mr. Kosel of Vienna, Austria and Mr. Staehli of Lueerne, Switzerland.

Visitors from the 1. S. A. included Mr. and Mrs. Roland Kohl, no doubt well
remembered by many in the New York Chapter; they now reside in West Ger-
many ;: Mr. and Mrs. Robert Baughman of Liberal, Kansas and Ernest A. Kehr,
New York, N. Y.

Workers

The prime credit for the operation of AEROPHILA 63 and all the other
events in conjunetion with it goes to Mr. Ilia Braunstein of Brussels, who was
the Chairman. He made the arrangements for practically everything previ-
ously mentioned. He had two capable helpers, his wife, Mrs. Braunstein, and
his very efficient Seeretary, Madame De Luyek, who, to the great convenienee of
this writer, writes and speaks a fine English.

Mr. Robert De Medts of Sabena Airlines is also a member of SAB. As a
result, he arranged for the handling of the U. S. exhibits through the Belgian
Customs and their safekeeping. His services to the U.S. Commissioner were
most helpful.  Other SAB members who worked hard for AEROPHILA 63 were
Messrs.  Robert Van Compernolle, Jean Weddingen, Raymond Marler, Jose
Henin and Philippe Weinberg.

One of Belgium's great philatelists, General Jean Du Four, was very aetive
and the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Raoul Hubinont, particularly to the judges
must not be forgotten.

This part of the report cannot conclude without a few words of appreeia-
tion to some of the officers of Pan American Airways, who gave their time and
personal attention to the handling of the U. 8. exhibits in transit and the work
of the U, S. Commissioner. Bringing in philatelic exhibits to a foreign country
and taking them out entails many problems. Most of them were solved because
of the personal interest of Mr. Harold 1. Graham, Jr., Vice President — Cargo
Sales, Mr. Archer Smith, of the Pan Am Postal Services, Mr. Ladislav Skaloud,
the Pan Am representative at New York's International airport and Mr. J.
Kusters, Manager of Pan Am’s Brussels office.

A Special Stamp

The Belgian Government honored AEROPIIILA 63 by issuing a special
commemorative stamp that had its first day of sale at the exhibition’s opening.
Appropriately, it is a beautiful stamp honoring the 40th Anniversary of Bel-
gium’s Airlines, Sabena. Large erowds attended on Sunday September 1 when
the stamp was placed on sale. Mr. Braunstein informed us that the attendance

44 October, 1963



Premier jour démission

,3 ‘i Gocdkind
1 fare Ave

Wmf}/om 2—3‘,?‘ j
US.A

AEROPHILA 3

)| TR 19231963

e

— —_—— e ————

S0 ANS DE PROGRES

- -
- k4

-
< m
=z Y
=] z
- »
- -
< o
x =z
= »
" aenorua o3 RS
- 4 -
- m

F4
= o
o o
= z
= ]
@ m
=] r
& ~
= =
L o

50 JAAR VOORUITGANG

AEROPHILA 63

BRUXELLES - BRUSSEL

(Top) First Day cover with the 3 fr. SABENA 40th Anniversary commemorative stamp mailed from
the AEROPHILA 63 Exhibition with special cancellation and cachet. (Bottom) The AEROPHILA
63 Souvenir Sheet with four different 10 frs. multicolored stamps.

during the entire exhibition was one of the largest of any Belgian stamp show.
The count showed that 24,180 tickets of admission were issued.

AEROPHILA also issued an attractive Miniature Sheet that the Belgian
Post Office permitted to be used in conjunction with the new Sabena stamp.
Furthermore, there were special cachets and postmarks. The special Post Office
counter at AEROPHILA always was busy with all these. (H.M.(.)
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UNITED STATES COMMITTEE FOR UNICEF

United Nations, New York

i ie ¥ i Administrative Officen:
To stimulate public interest in . d
“all the world's children™ .l.(l "“:;f' .;JIH; .\.:'I‘f;_!
and to provide a channel for New Yorl ("lod' A '.“;
citizen participation in the work of the Area lo: 8

United Nations Children's Fund,

46

MUrray Hill 6-5522

August 28, 1963

Mr. Bernard Fink

Aero Philatelists, Inc.
1528 Pitkin Avenue
Brooklyn 12, New York

Dear Mr. Fink:

Many thanks for your kind letter of August 21, and of course even more so
for the generous gift made to the United Nations Children's Fund from the
proceeds of your souvenir brochure.

When you realize that one penny can buy enocugh BCG vaccine to protect a
child from tuberculosis or provide five larce cups of milk where such
nour ishment is most needed, & translation of your check for $220 in terms
of UNICEF's aid becomes impressive indeed.

More impressive still, however, is the encouragement derived by such support
from an organization such as yours. |t is heartening and gratifying to
express heartfelt thanks on behalf of needy children and mothers who are
being aided through over 500 programs in |16 countries.

Yours most sincerely,

fretn & Koo

Victor de KeyserFing
Director of Information Services

UNITED STATES COMMITTEE FOR UNICEF
i1 g%
UNITED NATIONS ' NEW YORK
August 26,1933 xy'r- c 28462

.
Salee

Your gift of 120.00/100,00 - total of 2 checks: PR dollars
5% to UNICEF, the United Nations Children's Fund. is gratefull acknowledged.
-‘LEI'O Eii

-p 5 by elista
Yoxﬁqmaﬁg%ﬁﬁg m&mgm hc%nodgulgglﬁro;nse of a ha!p&;;le%ri lu-rure e

still more of the world's sick and hungry children. Thank you on their behalf.

f:em Philatelists, Inc, -
#Mr. Bernard Fink, Business Manager

To: 1528 Pitldn Averue

Brooklyn 12, New York U. 5. COMMITTEE FOR UNICEF

|
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UNITED STATES

6¢ Orange Air Mail Stamp Of 1918
Sulphurated Copies

By HENRY DUPONT

(Editor’s note, The author is from France and he specializes in the early
air mail stamps of the United States.)

In the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS of April, 1959 (Vol. VI, No. 4), there is
an excellent article on the third air mail stamp of the United States, Seott C1,
Sanabria No. 3 of 1918. Mr. Henry M. Goodkind on page 92 wrote the follow-
ing:

““This 6e stamp offers practically no shade variations, except a brown color
on many copies due to oxidation. These brown (oxidized) copies are a natural
phenomenon and were not caused by any chemieal treatment to ereate some
philatelie variety. This eolor change probably ean be attributed to a poorer
grade of ink being used in wartime, although other 20th eentury orange stamps
also have oxidized. The writer has never seen a browned copy of the e orange
air mail of 1918 restored to its original orange color by treatment.”

Mr. Goodkind’s fine studies and articles on the 1918 U, S, air mail stamps
have been most helpful and instruetive. But in this instance, the writer wishes
to correct the aforementioned statement.

First of all, the word *‘Oxidized'’ is not quite exact. The writer, who
has studied chemistry, has ascertained that the browning of (3 copies is due to
“‘sulphuration’’ and not “‘oxidation.™

The Chemical Causes

The inks used by the U.S. Post Office Department prior to World War 11
were not synthetic but natural. The orange color was obtained by a mixture
of lead peroxide (a red tint) and lead chromate (a yellow tint). An action
of hydrogen sulphide gas transforms these two elements into lead and ehromium
sulphide, both having a black color. This transformation is progressive, so that
the orange shade will deepen to a brown and then to a metallic black. This
latter is the true color of both of these sulphides in their pure states.

Now hydrogen sulphide gas appears constantly in the atmosphere due to
the burning of coal, gasoline, fuel oil and gas. These all contain sulphur and
their combustion produees hydrogen sulphide.

Therefore, to prevent copies of this 6¢ orange air mail from turning brown,
one must take precautions not to have them exposed to the air we breathe but
keep them in airtight containers. This is not only difficult for any stamp col-
leetor to do, but practically impossible.

Restoration

One can return a browned copy of C'1 to its normal orange color by a
simple chemical process without any damage to the stamp.  Ordinary hydrogen
peroxide (a bottle bought from any drugstore) will do the trick. The following
stuggestions are recommended.

1. For copies eancelled off cover, dip the stamp into a eup full of hydrogen
peroxide until the original orange color reappears. This will take from one to
twenty minutes. Dry afterwards between two elean, white blotters.
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2, Copies on cover. Apply hydrogen peroxide to the stamp with clean
absorbent eotton until the original color is restored.  Also dry with a elean white
blotter.

3. Mint copies are the most diffienlt because of the gum on the back. Don't
immerse mint copies in hydrogen peroxide. Instead hold the stamps with tongs
and lightly apply the peroxide to its surface. Do only a little at one time and
touch the stamp very lightly. Allow the stamp to dry. One needs patience
and must excercise eaution with mint copies beeause if he applies too much hy-
drogen peroxide to gummed copies, the stamp will eurl and the gum will soften
and ecommence to run.

The writer has never failed to restore the original orange color to copies of
the Ge orange air mail of 1918(C'1) unless one has turned to a very dark (almost
black) color. In this case, the resoration did not return to the original orange
shade but to a slightly browned one. Such very dark copies were greatly im-
proved, but these were the only ones on which the true and original orange
color could not be restored.

S
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UNITED STATES
RF (French) Overprints

On page 60 of his book *‘United States, RF' (French) Overprints 1944-45
on Air Mail Stamps and Stationery,”” Mr. Henry M. Goodkind lists under
Appendix A the naval bases and French naval vessels from which RF covers
have been seen.

Recently, the writer purchased a group of covers most of them addressed
to Mr. George A. Mary which includes French Naval vessels not on the above-
mentioned listing. Mr. Mary had been conneeted with the Vatel Club, an
organization of restaurant chefs of Freneh extraction. During the course of
the war, Mr. Mary had become acquainted with many French naval personnel
when their ships were in New York City for repairs. Mr. Mary apparently
continued corresponding with his French friends and, after V-E. day, pre-
vailed upon them to mail back to him from their ships self-addressed en-
velopes which he had obviously prepared and franked in advance. Most of
these covers are franked with wvarious United States stamps such as the
“Towards United Nations™ stamp of 1945 and the **Overrun Countries’’
issue of 1943-1944 in combination with different le¢ stamps, ineluding the
1938 ** Presidential,”’ the “*National Defense’” stamp of 1940, various ** Famous
Americans’ series of 1940 and the **Four Freedoms' stamp of 1943

Various types of cancellations are found on the covers returned to Mr,
Mary which he had prepared and'sent to his friends. Some of these are:

1. Hexagonal handstamp with name of vessel Fig. 1,

2. Oval handstamp with name of vessel Fig. 2,

3. Straight line handstamps with name of vessel — Fig. 3,

4. Poste Naval eancellation (most common) — Fig, 4,

5. Frequently, covers were received with the stamps completely un-
cancelled — as seen as Fig. 3.

These eovers, although philatelically prepared, are almost always censored

VIA AIR MA
Pad AVIE

Mr George A, Mary
B0-25 £215th Street
QWEENS VILLAGE 8

Long Island New Ygrt

Fig. I. [All photos by A. Boutrelle)
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by French and/or American censors. Some have the familiar red backstamp
“(OPNY’ with wavy lines. So, there appears to be no doubt that these covers
went through the mails.

None of these covers addressed to Mr. Mary, unlike Figs. 36 and 37 of
Mr. Goodkind’s book, bear RF markings. They are, nevertheless, especially
useful to the student of RF material, because they show that after the war had
ended in Europe, most mail from French naval personnel was not franked
with RF handstamped air mail stamps. This is not always true; examples of
RF mail from the Toulon naval base in southeastern France have been noted
as late as August 21, 1945.

Of more particular interest to the writer, however, are the names of many
additional French naval vessels, not listed in Mr. Goodkind’s book under
Appendix A, which appear on these covers. A list of such additional naval
vessels is as follows:

Cruisers
“Duquesne’’
“Suffren”™
“Tourville’

Escort Boals
““ Algerien™
“Carabinier’
“TLansquenet ™’
“Somali’™’
Torpedo Boals
“L’Aleyon’’
““‘Basque™’
““Simoun’’
“Trombe™
Miscellaneous vessels
Corvette **Lobelia™
Cuirasse “‘ Lorraine”’
'S ““Le Triomphant™
Submarine **Curie”’

? “De Hova™'
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Also, from these covers, the writer was able to determine that the **Bearn™
and “‘Duguay Trouin’’ listed in Appendix A. are identified as an airplane
carrier and a cruiser, respeetively, and that the spelling of the Escort Boat is

Javelot™ not **Gavelot™

It might be in order to add an additional naval base to those listed — Bone,
Algeria.  This was illustrated in the July, 1960 issue of the AERO PHILATELIST
AxNaLs, Vol, VIII, No. 1, Page 3 in the writer’s artiele on the discovery copy of
the small RF with serifs, now listed in Scott's “*Specialized Catalog of United
States Stamps™ as CM 10.

It will be interesting, now that these additional names of French naval
vessels have come to our attention, if RE covers emanating from them will be
found in the future. (P.S.)
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

)
PHILATELISTS
(VW W NS

s

AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc.
22 EAST 35th STREET, NEW YORK 16, N.Y.

T hereby apply for admission to membership in AERO PHILATELISTS. A_nnu.'.il
dues of $5.00 are remitted herewith and are to be returned to me if my application is
not accepted.

o F . U L e e e Y e e T S e e e N PR B R L S

Y WD 7 i S e e iR et W e IR R L el TR
Street

e Cn; o 'E,r“\fil‘]'aée. r AR b z(,),n,e.,,_.. E L B State

OCCUPATION ... SR (ibrasasiarkieseet AR BV e A A S 114 syt
S R VL B PR el e e TR R o TR IR

REFERENCES
Each applicant is requested to furnish two references preferably philatelic.

References:
ADDRESE i ittt s oribay s e asissision T IO Lo ooy R . S

EXTRACTS FROM BY-LAWS, ARTICLE III-MEMBERSHIP

Any person of good character inlterested in aero-philately, over the_ age of twenty-one,
and who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. Application for member-
ship shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues of $5.00
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South Korea Has No Air Mail
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Fig. |. [Photos by Boutrelle)

A voung dentist, who is a very good friend of the editor but knows nothing
about stamp collecting, was stationed in South Korea while serving with the
U.S. Army in 1961-62. Sinee he was corresponding regularly with the editor
and his family, some guestions about air mail were put to this Captain in the

Errors, Varieties and Airmails
For 30 years we have boen specializing in all unusual items: Errors, Varieties, etc.,
regardless as to whether they are or are not listed.

Now we have on hand a very large selection of Airmails U. P, U, U. N., Inverted

Centers, Sports, Topicals, Miniature Sheets, De Luxe Sheets, Proofs, Die Proofs,
Rotary, etc., etec.

We have oddities and unusual items from many different countries as:—

Albania Abyssinia, Belgium, Brazil, Canary Islands, Colombia,
Congo, Croatia, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Ecuador, Epirus, Far East,
France & Colonies, Gresce, Georgia, Honduras, Iceland, Ifni, Iran,
ltaly & Colonies, Latvia, Liberia, Lithuania, Monaco, Nicaragua,
Paraguay, Poland, Romania, Russia, Saar, Salvador, Scadta, Spain
& Colonies, Tangier, Tanna Touva, Uruguay, Venezusla.

We will gladly make up special offers or selections on approval.

Please write countries, price range and specialties. (Usual
references, please]).

We are also always buyers of similar material.

S. SEREBRAKIAN, Inc.

P. O. Box 448 Monroe, N. Y.
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U. 8. Army.

His adviee was that his A. P. O. letters were transported by air mail. But
there is no air mail service in South Korea even though letters arve marked
““air mail”” or enclosed in air mail envelopes. He sent two examples to show
this. The Fig. 1 cover is from an officer in the Republic of Korea Army sent
to a friend of his in the United States. The Military Censor marking is in
the lower left corner. The letter did lml 8o by air mail.

The Fig. 2 cover was sent to this U.S. Army Captain, while he was in the
['nited States on furlough, by a l‘l\l]hlll in South Korea, The recipient said
that this eover did not go by air post, although it was mailed in an air mail
envelope.  He stressed that there was no air mail in the Republic of Korea
for civilians, while he was there in 1961-62.

THE FIRST AIR MAIL STAMP OF THE UNITED STATES
By Henry M. Goodkind

This booklet of 12 pages with B exceptional illustrations offers information which
few know about our first air stamp, the famous 24c¢ red and blue stamp of 1918. Price
$1.00 postpaid.

Aero Philatelists, Ine. 22 Fast 35 Street New York 16, N. Y.

Membership Lapel Pins Available

The AERO PHILATELISTS membership lapel pins re-order has arrived and now
delivery ean be made promptly. It is pleasing to state that the price of these
very attractive pins has not gone up. Therefore, those who would like this
lapel pin, should remit one dollar ($1.00) to:

Aero Philatelists

Attn. John J. Britt
22 East 35th Street,
New York 16, N.Y.
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Book And Catalogue Reviews

Nieger Zeppelin Post Catalog 17th Edition. 260 pp. Illustrated. Paper cover.
Price DM24 (%6 U.S.)

Nieger Catalog of the New German Flights by Lufthansa Airlines Tth Edition.
115 pp. Illustrated. Paper cover. Priee DM 1.50 (38¢ U.S.)

Nieger Catalog of the Austrian Airlines 1st Edition. T4 pp. Illustrated. Paper
cover. Price not stated.

The above 3 catalogues are publications of the famous German aerophilatelie
firm of Hermann Sieger. Certainly, the Sieger Zeppelin Catalog has over the
vears gained a top standing for reliability, accurate information and useful
price guides. A 17th edition proves a continuing and popular demand for this
fine reference work.

The two latter catalogues are newer and may not be known to many Ameri-
can air mail collectors. Both start when commercial aviation was resumed in
West Germany and Austria after World War I1. Until this reviewer studied
these two catalogues, he had no idea that so many flights had been made.

Although all the Sieger Catalogs are in German and priced in German
Marks, no interested American aero-philatelist should be confused by the con-
tents.  Many illustrations help greatly to overcome the language barrier.

If interested, orders and remittances should be sent to Hermann E. Sieger,
P. 0. Box 69, Loreh, Wurttemberg, W. Germany.

(Continued on Page 56)

We are philatelic auctioneers
and specialize

in providing

a competitive market

for stamp collections

and other philatelic properties

Over 30 years experience
assures the maximum
in results

Your inquiry is welcome

IRWIN HEIMAN

INC,
Serving American Philately Sinces 1926
2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 35, N.Y.

ROOM 708 & Tel: JU 2.2393

$ oo oo e e e e v e o e o oo e e o e e ]
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Annual Convention and Exhibition
November 1-3, 1963 with SOJEX, Atlantic City, N. J.

Les Vols De Gand 1913 by Rauol Hubinont. 73 pp. [Illustrated. Paper cover.
Society Aero-philatelic Belgium, Publisher. Order from **La Revue Postale,”
Galerie du Centre, Burean 329, Brussels, Belginm, Price 90 Frs, (U, S, $1.80)

Well-known and interesting pioneer flights from the pre-World War I per-
iod are a series made in Belgium in eonnection with the 1913 Ghent Exhibition,

The author of this booklet, Mr. Hubinont, is a veteran aero-philatelist who
has been active in Europe for many years. He was the founder and then the
first President of the SAB (Societie Aerophilatelique Belge) from 1940 until
1960. No one now living is more familiar with the history of these Ghent 1913
flights and the surviving aero-philatelic material than Mr. ITubinont. He has
placed his knowledge on the record.

This book is both well organized and complete in that it includes pricings
along with valuations of the worth of various post cards and covers. At the
end, 6 pages have been added about a few of the later Belgian flights from 1918
to 1923.

Although written in French, this fine work is indexed and has over 50 illus-
trations, which will help greatly one who does not read French.  Anyone inter-
ested in early European flights will receive much useful information from Mr.
Hubinont s studies and the booklet makes a fine addition to an air mail library.

—

ITALY AIR MAIL COVERS

#C1 World's first air mail stamp, flown Turin-Rome ... .. ... 2.00
ZC1 do. error in arrival pmk. 22,1V, instead 22.V. 1917 e 400
#C1 do. return flight Rome-Turin cover ‘ s 250
#=C2 World's first sea—plane st., I\nples——Pnlermo 2.00
#C2 do. Naples-Palermo posted in Rome , : . . 4.00
#ZC2 do. return flight Palermo-Naples 2.00
1925, Special ﬂlght LEGHORN-ROME with unused '4off. air st. 2.00
1925, Same flight, T5offic. air st. cancelled 3.00
1926, “NORGE” airshlp Polar cover with Uzofﬁc. air slnmp. Rom&-
Kingsbay 14.00

1926, do. Cover flown across North Pole to TELLER Alnska where
Italian franking has been cancelled upon arrival, uutographcd by
a member of the Crew, few known . . 60.00

We specialize in air mail covers of Italy, Colonies, San Marlno.
Vatican City, since 1925 and have one of the finest assortments
in existence, Approvals,

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO.
P.O. Box 57 Dumont, N.J.

8. L. Bayer, Prop. Member Aero Philatelists, Life Member AAMS;
Collectors Club, ASDA.

P.S. At the present time we have in stock one set of 5 FDC Italy

ﬁCO! and the four Colonies ZCBO1 on the OFFICIAL covers —
own.
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DECEMBER

is an Aero-Philatelic Festival!

— PUBLIC AUCTIONS —

DECEMBER 9, 10
THE "GEORGE LUDLOW LEE" COLLECTION OF

CANADA PLATE BLOCKS

including Air Post with a number of imperforate blocks.

DECEMBER 11, 12
AN IMPORTANT AIR POST AUCTION

including a specialized collection of France Pigeon and
Balloon Posts; rarities of the World, etc.

L]
The illustrated auction catalogues may be obtained gratis.

H. R. HARMER, Inc.

The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneers

& West 48th Street, New York, N. Y. 10036
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NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., INC.

521 Fifth Avenue

New York 17, N. Y.




