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From all 
Directions 

stamps come pouring in for our auction 
sales. From North, South, East and West 
come collections, accumulations, dealers' 
stocks, specialized groups, single rarities. 
From all states of the Union, from Canada, 
from Central and South America, from 
Europe, come the hosts of stamps that 
make up our auction sales. They come to us 
because· the owners know we have the 
customers and we get the best possible 
prices. 

Let us hear from you if you have stamps 
to sell. Let us send you catalogues if your 
name is not on our mailing list. 

Harmer, Rooke & Co., Inc. 
World's Leadin1 Stamp Auctioneen 

560 Fifth Avenue, New York 36 
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Nearly EVERY Off er Made 
by 

"WEILL of NEW ORLEANS" 

!J.J. fkcobfe.d 
I --·--

If you are considering selling your collection, the above 

fact may be IMPORTANT to you. 

Of -course, the settlement is immediate cash, whether your stamps 

are worth $100.00 or $100,000~00 

'"-----



THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions the 

improvement of relations between Collectors and 

Dealers . . . Our more than 600 Members are , 

pledged to serve you wel I. 

The stamps which they sell you must be and are 

Guaranteed Genuine. 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from dealers 

displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the Members of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Dealers' 

Association are engaged in a joint enterprise - the 

Improvement of Phi lately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 
65 Nassau 'Street New York 38, N. Y. 
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• Our Mr. Frank 0 . Vinson has just returned from Cairo, Egypt, 
where he participated in the Egyptian-sponsored auction of the 
world famous renowned PALACE COLLECTION of Egypt. 

• As the Larges t purchaser of all attending dealers , Mr. Vinson was 
honored by the Egyptian Government with a personally auto­
graphed photograph of the President of Egypt, Gen. Mohamed 
Naguib. 

• We have acquired a truly unusual collection of sca rce and unique 
stamps never before offered in the market. 

• This outstanding collection will be divided into approximately 
2500 lots and offered to our customers in a Public Auct ion to be 
held the first week of June 1954. 

Catalog with 20 illustrated pages $1.00 Limited Issue - Order Now. 

• • • 
SOME OF THE HIGHLIGHTS TO BE MADE AVAILABLE ARE: 

ALBANIA: Hi ghly Specialized Collection of the early issues "1913" Eagle over­
prints with scarce values, varieties, off and on COVER, The Koritza, Tara­
bosh, Essad issues etc . Many errors and ove rpr int va rieties, errors and many 
sca rce covers . 

ETHIOPIA : A very fine Specialized Col lection comprising almost excl usively the 
early issues and overprin ts with varieties, errors and many COVERS. 

AUSTRIA : Die Proofs 19th and 20th Century. 

RUSSIA : The famous Proof Collection , ear ly 20th with scarce Romanov Issues. 

PALESTINE, SYRIA, NEJD, TURKEY: Specialized Collecti ons. 

BRITISH COLONIES se ts up to 100 Rupies, LATIN AMERICA - FRENCH COLO­
NIES with the " hard to ge t" stamps and sets incl. Offices in CHINA in 
Panes. 

CANADA # 1 mint; 1868-93 IMPERF. Blocks of 4. 

AIRPOST - ROCKET POST - FLIGHTS - COVERS - PROOFS - ESSAYS -
SPECIMEN. 

U. P. U. PRESENTATION books and Collections, World Wide . 

19th Century Combination covers, Stampless covers, incl. POSTA EUROPA - SUEZ 
CANAL. 

66 STOCKBOOKS with AIRPOST, COMMEMS., practicall y every country being 
represented, incl. PROOFS of AUSTRIA, GERMANY, RUSSIA, DANZIG, 
IT ALY and many other countries. 

EGYPT: A Specialized Collection with many INVERTS, DOUBLE PRINTS etc . 

UNITED STAMP COMPANY 
P. 0 . BOX 218 , TUCKAHOE 7, N . Y. Tel. TUckahoe 3-4022 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, NO. 3 Ill 



1954-55 
SANABRIA 

CATALOG 

Well over 500 pages of valuable authoritat ive informat ion (most of it not 
to be found in any o ther publication ) on Air Stamps, including Semi­
Officials, Errors and Varieties, Air Post Stationery, Proofs and Essays, First 
Day Covers, etc . Pr ices based on expert knowledge of World Market and 
one of the finest stocks. 

S6.00 
post free 

Including free 

subscr iption to 

coming supplements 

N'ICOLAS SANABRIA CO. I NC. 
A. Medawar, President 

521 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
FACT§ ABOUT §ELLING YOUR STAMP§ 

e Public Auction is the modern way to sell most collections. 

• We have been conduct ing sales for ove r 27 years and our effi­
cient, up to date. PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the maxi­
mum in results . 

e We can offer early dates and attractive terms . Liberal ad­
vances pending sale . Expert supervision of all material by 
experienced philatelists. 

e OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila­
telic Properties privately. where this method is prefe rred. Our 
advice , backed by over 27 years of ethical dealing is at your 
service. 

e We are also prepared to purchase for cash Collect ions. Ac­
cumulations , Rarities , etc . 

IRWIN 
£ 

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY GIVEN 

HEIMAN, Inc .. 2 West 46th Street 
NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

Telephone: LUxemburg 2-2393 
IV THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATEL IST, VOL. XXXIII, NO. 3 



RARE OR ROUTINE~ 
you'll find the story behind the stamp in 

THE NEW AMERICAN STAMP CATALOG 

(A) ca ta logs fo r $4500 (B ) catalogs for $6 

To the left above is a rare printing error among U. S. stamps ; the air­
plane is upside down . As only one sheet of l 00 has been found , this 
is a prized collector 's item. For many other interesting historic and 
philatelic facts , be sure to get ... 

THE NEW AMERICAN' 

STAMP CATALOG 

The first new United States Stamp 
Catalog published during this century. 

Now in its second printing, this catalog is en­
joyed by the beginner as well as the advanced 
philatelist . You ' ll want a copy for expert infor­
mati on about all U. S. stamps , including regular 
issues, commemoratives , air mails , revenues and 
envelopes . 

You will find the answers to: 
( 1 ) What are my stamps worth? 
( 2 ) H'ow to distinguish between similar stamps 
( 3 ) Commemorative stamp quantities. * Ma ke stamp co llecting a joy with this indispensable volume . * 

ll t· , ·on d dc lh·e ry arP :i :tild .!!i:Jc s hi1•1•in:.=,· c li;n·g;e io;. 

Available at Th ese L eading Stamp D epartments 
Ma r sha ll Field & Compa ny Ri ch 's Stamp & Coin Dept. Ka ufma nn's Stamp & Coin Dept. 
Collectors Stamps and Coins Atlanta 2, Ga. Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Chicago 90, Ill. 

CIMBELS FAMOUS STAMP DEPARTMENTS 
33rd Street & Broadway Ninth at Market Streets W est Wisconsin Avenue 
New York 1, New York Philadelphia 5, Pa. Milwaukee 3, W isc. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATEL IST, VOL. XXX l ll , NO. 3 v 



~ flw.m: SIDNEY F. BARRETT £ 
87 NASSAU STREET 

NEW YORK 38 , N . Y. 

CORTLANDT 7-6070 
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HARRISO N D. S. HAVERBECK 

EDWIN MUELLER 

STEPHEN G . RICH 

M ay 1954 Vol. XXXlll , No. 3 
Editorials 

Infallibility 
Those fe w in ph il ately wh o indulge in 

schola rship, come face to face w ith one fac t, 
assu ming th a t th ey re ally a re students of 
postage st amps. Th e true schol a r is awed 
about th e terrific amou nt of knowled ge to 
be ferre ted out. H e kn ows th at there is 
fa r more to philately th an th e g reat ma­
jo rity realize . Cognizant of th e vastn ess in 
th e unknown fi eld of knowl edge befo re him 
and fea rin g th a t he might not have th e 
ability, th e time, o r th e reso urces to solve 
a ll of th e many complexi ties, th e tru e phi­
la telic scholar cannot help but feel humbl e 
and small. 

Even after a stud ent of st amps has delved 
closely into a specifi c field and perhaps 
lea rn ed as much as any oth er, he will neve r 
beli eve th a t he knows a ll th e answe rs. If 
he shares his kn owl edge, best do ne in w rit­
ing, the schola r will strive for pe rfection. 
But he knows th at th e result has fallen far 
short of hi s goa l. Hi s book or treatise never 
is the last wo rd in his es tim ation. 

Anyone who holds a different a ttitud e 
towards philatelic study, clothing him self 
with conce ited notions, is not a scholar, no 
matter how vehement and dr amatic hi s pre­
tentions. 

These rudim ent a ry facts about scholar­
ship have been ex pressed beca use th e great 
majority in our r anks see m to endow th e 
small group of students with a mantle of in­
fallibility. A s one commences and then pro­
gresses with th e study of stamps, he hea rs 
himself called from all sid es "The gre a t 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX!ll, 
authority" and "The big expert". These 
a re unfortun ate and unju st titles, because 
they rega rd a hum an as bein g free from mis­
tak es . It is like say ing: " H e wrote a book, 
so he knows all th e answe rs". Without 
furth er elaboration, such a wrong notion does 
damage. 

Th e m ajo rity first place a per son on a 
pedest a l much aga inst his wishes. Then they 
co me to do th e lea rn ed man hom age exag­
geratin g his know ledge beyond r eason. Fin­
a lly comes th e c rash, wh en th e learned man 
either truthfully says th a t he does not know 
or, ,,·o rse ye t, makes a mistake. This results 
in almos t a frantic dance of glee celebra ting 
th at th e mighty have fa llen. Th e hys teria 
becomes so wid espread th a t those in phil a tely 
go around braying that there a re no ex­
perts-nobody knows nothing! 

Who is hurt? Th e scholar? H eavens, no, 
because he had always protested aga inst the 
myth of in fa llibility. The majority without 
realization have undermined the very founda­
tion of phil ately. Stamp coll ectin g le ads as 
a hobby because of its orderly classification. 
Most every item, that we collect, is listed and 
priced in a catalog. Order and cl a rity is 
there eve n though some may be blinded to it. 
If there is confusion in philately, it is because 
of errors in our cl ass ification system. The 
student, above all others, wi ll and can recti­
fy th is. 

Take a specific instance. An important 
basis for Am erica 's leading stamp catalog was 
th e " Luff Reference Coll ection", started by 
the late Mr. John N . Luff, when he was re­
sponsible for the Scott cat alog. His stamps, 
notes and clippings were expanded by his 
NO. 3 II7 



EDITORIALS 
successors. Anyone famili a r with this ref­
erence work would not deny the right to 
have Mr. Luff called a great student of 
stamps. He examined every item listed in 
his catalog carefully, weeding out or decid­
ing aga inst those items which he deemed un­
suitable for our hobby. W as he letter per­
fect? By no means! Actu ally Mr. Luff com­
mitted many mistakes. But it was his wo rk, 
along with th at of his predecesso rs and suc­
cessors th at laid the keystone for coll ecting 
postage stamps in this country. 

Just pause for a moment and think wh at 
stamp coll ecting would be without a catalog. 
One can collect many thin gs, old flour bags, 
trad e ca rd s, th eatre programs; th e list con­
tain s hundreds of collectibl e items. But are 
th ey cataloged and priced? No! Then the 
weakness of st amp collecting lies in th e inac­
cur acies in our catalogs. The strength of 
philately is in our co rrect knowledge sup­
plied to us by a sm all circle of scholars. 

It is a popular pastime to cheer for the 
underdog, to see th e champion lose his 
crown. It may be popu lar to jee r th e ex­
perts and th e authorities. That implies 
clearly th at ignorance is rampant in phi­
lately because "nobody knows nothing." This 
attitud e may be popular but it is not doing 
yo u or me any good. It is weakening the very 
props upon which the st ructure of stamp col­
lecting has been and is contin uing to be built. 

The tribute, as we see it, to philatelic 
schol a rship lies in th e fact that, the few who 
pu rsue it , do so paying little or no heed to 
the braying of th e masses. But it would be 
helpful if the ranks would cease placing an 
aura of infallibility aroun d its scholars. As 
w ith so much in life, a middle ground is best. 
That would require that we do not ove rr ate 
our scholars nor und err ate them. Our ex­
perts are th e best sources of knowledge , but 
let's not be captious abou t th eir mistakes. 
Look at th e complete Balance Sheet, both 
the Assets and Li abilities! (H. M. G.) 

Beauty Is But . . 

If one could ascert ain w hat is the most 
popul ar philatelic topic discussed and com­
mented upon in print these days, the answer 
well cou ld be " th e beauty of the st amp" . 
You cannot seem to escape hearing its men­
tion, or pick up a st amp paper from any 
n8 THE COL
part of th e wo rld w ith out reading praise or 
criticism about the designs on the newly-is­
sued stamps. It seems as if th e appreciation 
of art is now an important requisite to stamp 
collecting. Hasn't the whole thing gotten a 
bit out of h and? 

First of all , no one can be dogm atic (al­
though far too many are) about a pleasing 
or un attr ac tive st amp. It is all a matter of 
individual taste and style. Wh at appeals to 
one 1s disliked by another. Surely some 
st amps will attr ac t more admirers th an 
oth er s, but then w hat? Some men fall in 
love with and ma rry Ubangi women , would 
you ? 

The fundamental point concerns the ques­
tion of just how important is th e at tr active­
ness of a design on a st amp fo r its st ature in 
phil at ely. Our view is th at it is ever so in­
consequenti al. Most of ou r rarer , more 
des ir able and coveted st amps a re far from 
pieces of beauty. In fac t , philately's g reat 
ra rities, w ith ever so few exceptions, are 
pretty turgid examples of th e graphic arts . 

This eye-appeal can be well illustrated by 
personal exper ience . When friends who h ave 
not th e sl ightes t interest in stamp collectin g 
visit our house, sometimes out of polite 
cu riosity they w ill ask to view some albums. 
If we oblige by brin ging out a few albums, 
they will com mence to look and comment. 
If we point ou t a scarce item, they will ask 
its monetary value, which we usually manage 
to sidestep gracefully. But they seem to be­
come bored with the monotony of viewing 
st amps on page af ter page by the time th ey 
have reached half-way through the album. 
Then we come to some pages with very 
modern stamps printed in all sorts of colors. 
Suddenl y the vis itor sits up with a start and 
says, "Now these a re pretty. I like them". 
As a matter of fact these stamps are quite 
common, and can be purchased with no 
trouble from most stamp dealers. So eye 
appeal is not philatelic appeal. 

An incident of more th an a decade ago 
that happened right here at 22 E ast 35th 
St reet, New York City, is recalled. This 
illustrates phi lately and a stamp's beauty so 
graphically. The meeting night was one of 
those question and answer sessions, wherein 
the panelists chosen were some of the most 
promi nent phila teli sts in this cou ntry. The 

(Continu ed on Page 158) 
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PHILIPPINES 

The 1944-45 Provisional Victory Issue 

By mus L. MURPHREE 
For a stamp collector there is no experi­
ence like th at of walking blindly into an un­
known, new provisional issue of postage 
stamps, whi:h subsequently becomes very 
desirable philatelic property. These Philip­
pine provisionals were released on ly nineteen 
days af ter the fir st American troops hit the 
Leyte beachhead and just two weeks after 
a major naval engage ment ("The Battle of 
Surigao Strait") was fought in defense of 
the land ings on Leyte. With what cere­
monies, if any, tl-.e first day of this issue was 
attended is unknown, but there was drama 
and fanfare enou gh to usher in this emer­
gency issue of postage stamps. K am ikazes 
were sti ll burning the skies and the island 
of Leyte, the first in the re-conquest of the 
Philippines, was hardly secure when this 
prov ision al Victory issue had its first day of 
sale on November 8, 19-J.4. (Fig. 1) Philip­
pine guer ill as had long harrassed the in­
vaders of their island s, and , during the new 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX IJJ , 
battles now begun , fought alongside the 
American forces. It was highly appropri­
ate that VICTORY should have been in­
scribed on pre-war stamps that carried the 
double-inscription "Philippine I slands-Unit­
ed States of America." 

With a re-born Philippine civi li an govern­
ment, but no stamps with which to revive the 
postal system, a provisional , emergency issue 
could be the only answer. Major General 
Basilio J. Valdes, who was both Chief of 
Staff of the Philippine Army and Secretary 
of K ational Defense and Communications, 
gave the authorization. And so the VIC­
TORY handstamps were born. They were 
a motley group of postage st amps and postal 
paper, many of th em weathered and st ained, 
but they all carried the same in sc ription: 
VICTORY. This was the mark that was. 
la ter to distinguish the regular issue pre­
pared in the United States, but in contr as t 
to the machine overprint in black ink , th e 
CO,..MONWltAt. TH OF THI. JtHU.,.frPfNU 

tr.l\1tif1CfP41..ITY 0, .... c:-obt1,n 
L£VT£ 

'!be · Edit.cn­
'fue N""'s 
Det roit tJ.eh 

Fig . l A First Day Cover, November 8, 1944 from U. S. Public Relations Officer at Tacl oban 
to the Editor; The News, Detroi t, Michigan . (Court esy A1r. Th eodore Sh eldo u }. 

Photo by B outrelle 
NO. 3 119 



PHILIP P I NES 1 9 44-4 5 V I C T O RY HA N DSTAM P S 
provi sionals carried a han ds tamp in purple 
w ith th e wo rd VICTORY in c ru de letterin g. 
P ost offi ces in th e libera ted province of 
L eyte, including th ose at T acloban, Dulag, 
Abuyog, P alo, T olosa and T anauan used 
th ese st amps until th e r egul a r ove rprints 
w ere pl aced on sale J anu ary 19, 1945. The 
use of th e provisionals on official mail from 
Ah ahawan, Capoodan, Libagon , M aripipi , 
M aasi n a re kn own, but I h ave seen no post­
marks fr om th ese towns between N ovem­
ber 8, 1944 to J anu a ry 19, 1945. 

A machine overprint w as out of th e qu es­
tion for th e provi sionals, even should a press 
have been avail abl e, since th e only st amps 
on hand w ere th e pre-w ar issues in broken, 
uneven qu antities, many not in full sheets. 
With such short suppli es , every stamp was 
needed. Y et so me d istingui shing ma rk was 
necessa ry, as long as th e bulk of p re-war 
st amps was still in enemy hands in th e oth er 
J apanese-occupi ed pa rts of th e Island s. So 
it was th ese pre-wa r st amps w hich we re to 
rece ive th e ove rprint . T he only way to 
apply th e V icto ry ove rpr int was w ith a rub­
be r hands tamp individu ally st amped upon 
each stamp. No wo rk of th e pr inter's a rt , 
a rubber st amp was imp rovised j ust as it 
might h ave been put togeth er fro m a boy's 
printing outfit . Actu ally, in order to mee t 
the emergency, it had bee n handca r ved in 
rubber by an amateur cr aftsman in th e pro-
120 THE COL
vincial capit al, T acloban. 
The stamps, to which th e hand stamped 

VI CTORY w as appli ed, h ad been sc raped 
toge th e r ( M anil a and Luzon we re still in 
enemy t e rrito ry) la rgely fr om remn ant 
stocks in recap tu reel post offices. They con­
sisted of st amps th at had either been lef t 
unmolested in post offi ce safes o r hid den 
aw ay f rom th e J apanese during th e occupa­
tion. As th e post offi ces along th e coast of 
L eyte fell into Am erican hands. th e avai l­
able stocks of stamps we re sent back to 
T acloban fo r hands tamping. Whenever 
enough st amps h ad been accu mul ated in T ac­
loban to make th e hand-s t amping practical, 
th e overprin t was appli ed. This procedu re 
acco unts both for th e fo ur diffe rent ela tes of 
issue and th e motl ey group of st amps th at 
we re marked V I CT O RY. Th e fou r ela tes 
of iss ue w ere: 

Novembe r 8, 19+4 
D ecember 3, 19+4 
D ece mber 14, 19+4 
D ecember 28, 19+4 

Th e st amps we re so fe w in number and 
in adequa te fo r th e anticipated postal se rvice 
th at th eir sale at fi rst had to be prohibited 
fo r phil atelic purposes. Mr. Will iam Meye r­
son obtain ed a copy of th e fo llowi ng o rder, 
w hich w e secured th rough th e co ur tesy of 
Mr. Richard E . Samek. 
C OM M O N WEAL TH OF THE PHILIPPI NES 

DEPARTMEN T O F N ATIO N AL DEFEN SE A N D C OM MUN I CATIO NS 

TAC LOBAN, L EYTE 

The Acting P ost-Office Inspector 
T acloban, Leyte 

Sir: 

November 6, 1944 

In connection w ith th e pos tage st amps which yo u have t aken f rom th e post-office of 
P alo , L eyte, amounting to $360.90 (Commonwealth Stamps), yo u a re directed to sur­
cha rge th e sa id st amps on th e face th ereof w ith th e wo rd "Victo ry" in the presence of 
the Acting Provincial Audito r or his r eprese nt ative and th e Acting P ostm as ter of T aclo­
ban. The sa id st amps w ill only be avail able fo r civ ili an use in acco rdance with th e r ec­
omm end ation of M aj or L ambert of the U.S. Army. Sale should only be made to civili ans 
presenting letter s for mail between T acloban and Palo o r vice ve rsa. U nitecl States 
Armed F orces shall not be allowed to purchase such st amps until an adequ ate supply 
is obtain ed from th e U nited States pursuant to l\1 ajor L ambert 's r ecommend ation . 

R espectfully, 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX lll , NO. 3 
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Fig. 2 Cove r showing official use after January 19, 1945. Thi s cover was pos tmarked 
February 2 5, 1945 . It ha s an added interest because it was mailed to the son of Theodore E. 
Steinway, the well-known philatelist. The younger Steinway was then in the Armed Forces 
and he sen t this cover on to h is father . 

Ph ot o by B o11trelle 
BASILIO J. VALDES 
Major General P . A., Chief of Staff 

Sec reta ry of National Defense 
and Communications 

One witness reported th at origin ally, in or­
der to ge t one of th e st amps, the purchaser 
had to have his add ressed envelope in his 
hand , buy and affi x th e ad hesive st amp as 
well as mail th e letter in a postal empl oyee's 
presence. When more adequate supplies h ad 
been accumulated, collecto rs were allowed to 
buy one set each, and toward th e end of 
their period of use, some blocks were sold. 

Official ("0. B.") stamps in this issue 
we re never avail able for sale to th e public. 
Some collectors secured th em by tr ading the 
regular handstamped st amps to gove rnment 
offices for mint copies of th e "0. B .'s ." One 
alert se rgeant, who l ater came to the I slands, 
secured used copies and covers with th e 
"0. B." st amps by several ingenious meth­
ods. Be'ing a member of th e Collectors 
C lub, Mr. Sol Whitman has consented to 
the disclosure of one meth od of acquisition. 
By cultiv ating a "fr iendship" with some of 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI II , 
the local postmasters, he was allowed to rum-­
mage through the wastepape r baskets in th e· 
post offices. Therein he freq uently fou nd 
mail w ith th e "O. B." provisionals w hich 
had been used on envelopes relating to th e· 
post offices' business and admini st r ative in­
structions. It is kn own that Mr. Whitman 
accu mul ated quite a number of "0. B.'s,. 
which he brought back to th e States af ter 
th e War and subseque ntly sold o r traded off 
many of th em. 

Also he found th e regula r issues because· 
th eir use was permitted on official mai l af ter· 
the sale h ad ceased on J anu ary 19, 1945 . 
(F ig. 2). 

With painstaking bureaucratic efficiency, 
the stamps and their valu e were recorded in 
th e Provincial Auditor's Office before being: 
sent to th e post office for handst amping. 
Then they we re returned to th e Auditor's 
offi ce for a second tabulation before being: 
placed on sale. As for th e actual applica­
tion of th e handst amp , each stamp was not 
only individually h and stamped by the Post­
m as ter of Tacloban but subsequently checked 
by th e Acting Postal Inspector. It is t o this 
NO. 3 12[ 
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Fi g. 3 Cover franked with the 0 . B. (Official Stamps ), a pai r of 03 8 with a circular manu­
script cancellation in ink reading " Cariga ra / Apr 20/ 9 AM / 1945." 

(Court esy ll1r. Tlie odore S li elr/011}. 
system atic procedure th at coll ecto rs a re in­
debted for th e Philippine Bureau of Posts' 
officia l listing of " kind s, denomin ations, and 
qu antity of pre-1\·ar st amps hand-surcharged 
'Victory' a t T acloban, L ey te". (The li st is 
appended to thi s a rticl e, and I am g ra teful 
to Will a rd C. J ackson fo r furnishing it. ) 

With th e release of th e regular issue with 
the printed "Victory" ove rpri nt on J anuary 
r9, 19+5, the provisionals \\·e re withdrawn 
from sa le. Th e remainders were issued to 
authori zed gove rnment offi ces on th e island 
of L eyte in li eu of "0. 13. " st amps, which 
were no longer ava il able. They were used 
on official mail af te r J anuary 19, 19+5 
( Figs. 2 & 3), until th e suppl y was exhausted . 

Although so me have supposed th at th e re 
were two , only on e !t an rlsta111p was made 
a nd u sed. The rubbe r hand st amp deterior­
a ted rapidly, giving ri se to seve ral va ri eties. 
Most of th e provi sionals bear a VCCTORY 
overprint which has lost its earlier clean im­
pression and straight horizontal lin e (Fig. 
4); in fact, no st amps except those iss ued on 
th e first day ( · ovember 8) exis t with ou t 
signs of heavy wear. Acco rding to B. C un a­
nan, the Actin g Postal In spector of L eyte, 
t!t e rubb er !t a11rls ta111ps act u ally broke in two . 
T!tis brea k occurred befo1;e t!t e !tanrls tam p­
ing !t ad been compl et er/ for t!t e firs t day of 
iss u e. T!t en t!t e !t anrls t amp was cr udel y r e­
paired w it!t a straight pin. The two pieces 
were not exactly realigned, so tha t " VIC" 
s lopes do\\·nw a rd to th e lef t and "TORY" 
122 THE COL
slopes do\\·nw a rd to th e right ( Fig. 5) ; 
and , m addition , th e re IS a slight sepa-
ration between th e "C" and th e "T ". 
Beca use th e head of th e pin rested on 
th e ve rtical ba r of the "T ", ei th e r depress-

Fig. 4 The T ype ove rpri nt, the so-called 
so lid " T". Th is is the sca rcer type because the 
rubberstamp broke so qu ickly . 

Fi g. 5 The Type II ove rpr in t, th2 broken " T". 
LECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, NO. 3 
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········· ····· ·········· ····· ·· ··· ········ · 
POST OFFICE ...... . . ...... ... . ..... . ... . . 

Province ................... PBlT.IPPINE IS. 

Ph oto by 8 011 trelle 
Fig . 6 One of the rare McKinley envelopes (U44) overprinted VICTORY, only 32 are known. 

{Co urt esy ,11r. Th eodor e Sh eldo11}. 
ing it o r breaking off a small piece, a por­
tion of th e "T " did not print. Hence this 
accounts for th e frequently r efe rred to 
"b roken T " . By far th e larger number of 
provi sion als a re with thi s " broken T" variety, 
while the first co mpletely clear and perfect 
overprint are the scarce r. This is one of 
those in st ances where th e ordinarily normal 
phil atelic conditi on is reversed , because th e 
"va riety" ex ists in fa r g reate r qu antity th an 
th e undamaged original hand stamp. Since 
th ere was on ly one hand stamp for th e task, 
such deterioration is understandable. 

The han dstamped V ICTORY ,,·as applied 
to a variety of issues, all of pre-war vi ntage 
and so me su rpri sin gly out-of-da te. They 
were the random gath eri ng from remote 
and rural post offices ,,·here stamps of older 
issues would more readily accu mulate. For 
instance , included were stamps of the regu­
la r J 935 issue ( the se ries without the "Com­
monwealth " ), two of th e Commonwealth 
Anniversary series of 1936, and th e anach ro­
nism of them all , the 4-centavo :McKinley 
envelope of 1908. (F ig. 6) (Of thi s latter , 
only thirty-t\\"O envelopes ,,·e re hand stamp­
ed.) In spection of th e stamps bearing th e 
handstamp \\·ou ld leave no doubt th at an 
emergency existed . The envelopes are invari-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, \ "OL. X. ' XIII
ably sea led; many of th e stamps are stained 
or discolored, without gum, or stuck so fas t 
to the wax pape r used to protect them in 
the hot , hum id climate that stamp and wax 
paper had become one. I own one bizarre 
copy which I purch ased at th e T acloban post 
office th a t, besides bei ng stained and without 
gum, is straight-edged and slightly torn. 
There is not much in the appearance of 
these stamps to recommend them aes thetical­
ly. ( F ig. 7) Their condition, in general, is 
such as would make a coll ector accustomed 
to fine cop ies reject them. But even in their 
wretched co ndition , th ese stamps symbolize 
the drama of a country overrun, domin ated 
by a fore ign power, and then, three yea rs 
later, becoming a new battleground in the 
reconquest of the Pacific. 

The writer stumbl ed unknowingly upon 
thi s Philippine provision al VICTORY issue 
at th e post office in Tacloban sometime in 
Dece mber, 1944. The battleship unit , to 
which he was a ttached , had supported the 
landings there in October, patrolled offshore, 
and blocked th e entrance to L ey te Gulf from 
the sou th by lying across Surigao Strait. His 
unit late r anchored off Tacloban, waiting to 
join forces with the Luzon invasion fl ee t. 
Someone had to go asho re to pick up some 
, NO. 3 123 
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Photo by B or1 t relle 

Fig . 7 Two examples of the con dition of some of the stamps ove rprinted . The block of four 
on the left had been eaten away in the center by some insect . The sing le copy of the right 
is covered with stains. 

{Cou rt esy Th e l'h ila telic Fo1111datio11}. 
" intelligence" char ts from th e Army before 
sa iling. So th e writ e r was sent , along with 
a gu ard of hi s ow n choos in g, a budd y from 
the ship 's signal gang. H ad th ere been any 
distress, he wou ld have been a ma rvel at 
spelling out our dange r in se maphore; but 
the writer had th e cha rity not to inquire if 
his buddy co uld shoot the pi stol he so man­
fully carried. W e were ancho red far out, 
and th ere \~·as a good wind . The tri p in by 
small boa t was long, wet, and unco mfort­
able . After picking up th e cha rts, we h ad 
time to wander about th e town and w ade 
through its ankle-h igh, sometim es knee-high 
mud. It was the north -easte rn monsoo n sea­
son, and the r ain s had been torrenti al. W ad­
ing through the streets, we saw th e la rge 
church w ith its school ; th e inev it able vege­
tabl e, fi sh, and fruit ma rkets; and the offi ces 
of th e city officials . The post office was lo­
cated in a moderately-sized wooden frame 
building. Since there were othe r st amp col­
lecto rs aboa rd our ship, we th ought that 
this w as our one chance to get th em some 
Philippine st amps. Ne ith er of us had th e 
vaguest ide a as to wha t st amps were being 
used; \\·e were not even su re if a postal sys-
124 THE COL
tern was again 111 operation. With no 
notion of w hat was on hand , th e writer 
blandly walked into th e post office and asked 
for one sheet of eve ry value avai lable. ( In 
retrospect it now seems fa nt as tic th at I 
might h ave had th e money to pay fo r w hat I 
might have been requesting. Apparently 
stamp collecto rs do not shake the habits 
formed un de r different circumstances o r I 
would not have made so presump tious a re­
quest .) As now recall ed, the conversation 
with the mail clerk went something like th e 
followin g : 

I : " I would like to buy some st amps". 
Th e cle rk (who spoke adequate E nglish ) : 

"What kind ?" 
I : "A shee t of everythin g you have!" 

There was a long si lence. A look of 
am aze ment came ove r hi s face , th en one of 
hurtful co nsternation. 

Th e clerk, almost snorti ng and a little 
pai ned sa id: " No! It is imposs ible. We do 
not have enough for postage!" 

H is curiosity was still not aroused , and 
feel in g like an idi ot, the wri ter ca ught a 
picture of him self as th e blundering Ameri-
LECTORS CLU B PH I LAT EL IST, VOL. XXX lll , 1'0. 3 
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Fig . 8 A cover mailed January l, 1945 by the author sho rtly after he had purchased his 
stamps. It is franked with twelve different stamps most of them having the VICTORY 
handstamp applied to issues of years before. 
can in a strange land , a person wh o had 
thoughtless ly asked fo r what could not be 
given. He then told the clerk to let him 
have a set of any stamps th at could be spared. 
He then generously gave us two, one for 
me and one for my fri end , saying that there 
was a rule prohibiting more than one se t to 
a single buyer. As he handed th em out, we 
saw th at the se t was an old issue but that 
th ere was something more on each stamp. 
They ca rried th e word VICTORY. L ate r 
study di sclosed , of course, that th ese each 
were wi th th e hand sta mp ove rprint , the 
sca rce prov ision al iss ue. Upo n further in­
quiry, the clerk told the writer th at these 
were a make-sh ift issue to be used only until 
the regul a r Victory issue a rrived from th e 
U ni ted States. H e w as not sure when it 
would be de livered. The supply of th e pro­
visional sta mps \\·as short even in th e cap i­
t al, Tacloban. Acco rdin g to thi s cl erk 's ac­
co unt , so me of the sta mps th at w ere now 
hand st amped VICTORY had been stor ed 
away in trunks and books that h ad act uall y 
been buri ed during the occ up ation. ( Fig. 8) 

(At a la te r tim e, in th e fall of 19-J-5 , I 
w alked into the offi ce of th e l\ll ayo r of T aclo­
ban and introduced myse lf. When I left, he 
reached into a dra\\·e r and gave me a fe w 
st amps. One of them \-\'aS a so-cent Docu­
mentary Revenu e stamp th at carr ied a hand­
stamped VICTORY, but an imprint ob-
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXI II ,
viously different from any VICTORY on 
th e postage iss ues-so different that it could 
not be construed as a facsimile. (Fig. 9). It 
rem ains a mystery. The Mayor did not re­
cal l its o ri gi n, and, as far as I know, no 
others have turned up. Yet bona fide hand ­
stamps a re not ordinarily made for and 
used on one st amp alone.) 

There was a great stamp session aboard 
the ship when we got back that night. Now 
plans brewed for a new type of an invasion 
of Tacloban (a philatelic assault) , should 
the opportunity present itself. It did! About 
five of us , all stamp collectors, came ashore 
the next day and descend ed on th e post office 
to get se ts of this intriguing new issue. We 
had meall\~· hil e sp re ad th e word by sema-

Fig. 9 The mystery Revenue stamp given to 
the author by the Mayo r of T ac loban . 

Ph ot o by B o11trelle 
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Fig . l 0 A historica l cover mailed from the President of t he Phi lippines to t he t hen Secreta ry 
of In terior, Harold T. Ickes, on Decembe r 23, 1944. It is now in the collection of Mr. Rich ­
ard E. Samek who kindly loaned it for illust ration . 

Ph ot o by B ou/re/le 
phore to fr iend s on neighboring ships, be­
cause thi s was too good to keep to ourselves. 
But th e d istressed Postmaster of T acloban , 
w ith a stock of st amps th a t he did not deem 
sufficient fo r post age requirements, obviously 
did not sha r e our enthusiasm. H e meticu­
lously but unh appi ly doled out to each of 
us one se t on ly of all valu es th en on hand , 
se ts which no longer included all the vari e­
ties. There we re, howeve r , in addition to 
many of th e postage st amp s, all th e post age 
dues and most th e envelopes and post ca rds 
we re still avail abl e. His a ttitude was one 
of fri endly coope r ation, stern pr ac ticality, and 
w ry amusement. Above all , he was primar i­
ly conce rn ed to se rve his official functi on as 
di spense r of st amps to th e citi zens of th e 
city. H e was the P os tm as te r, not a Phil a­
telic A gent. 

L a ter on, th e five of us examined th e 
st amps purchased and comp ar ed th em. W e 
di scovered th at, alth ough all of us h ad 
stamps of th e same denomin a tions, not one 
of us had all th e same st amp s by any means. 
This was a major breach of st amp coll ecto r 's 
etiqu ette, but it was un doubted ly done in all 
innocence. T o th e post office a 6-cent avo 
st amp was a 6-centavo stamp, but none of 
this phil a telic foolishness about w hethe r it 
was a Malacafi an P alace, a Commonwealth 
Annive r sary, or with or w ith out the "Com­
morn vealth " issue. Th at was about th e way 
our purchases ran. Each of us bought a se t 
126 THE COL
consisting of six o r seven denominations. 
One wo uld have th e 12-centavo on a dif­
fe rent basic stam p, eith e r Scott No. 410, 454 
o r 460. W e d id not have th e hea rt to re­
mon st ra te w ith th e P ostm as ter , and it proba­
bly wo uld have done no good to ask for all 
iss ues. U nde r th e circumstances, w e w ere 
g r ateful fo r anythin g we we re sold. It seems 
fa irly ce rta in th at one of us was sold a copy 
of the ve ry sca rce 12-cen't avo Triumph al 
A rch (Sco tt 's No . 476) . ( F ig. q ) The 
w rite r only hopes th at, w hen thi s lucky one 
go t back home, he d id not give it to th e boy 
nex t doo r as a wa r memento. 

In th e Bu reau of P osts' official listing 
(appended ) , th ere is no breakdown of va rie­
ti es w ithin such gro upings as "6-cent avo, 
W oman 111 B alint awak" and " 16-centavo, 
M age ll an 's L and in g". This list shows only 
th e la rge r ca tegor ies of th e bas ic st amp over­
printed w ith out fu r th e r va ri eties and d istinc­
tions which are so im po rt ant to th e phil a t­
el ist. But phil ate lis ts a r e fo rtun ate because 
one in our r anks, w ho also was on th e scene, 
realized th e great future potent ial of th is 
prov isional V ICTORY issue . W ill iam S. 
Meyerson, w ho was in a pos ition at the time 
to make obse rva ti ons, kept a close reco rd of 
th e st amps tha t had been hands t amped, and 
compi led a breakdown by Scott cat alog num­
bers. His de t ail ed li st is increasingly recog­
nized as th e mos t relio.ble de ta il ed reco rd of 
th e provisional V I CTOR Y issue . I t con-
LECTORS CLUB PH lLATEL!ST, VOL. XXX l ll , NO. 3 
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fo rms, of course, to the less specific and 
broader categories of the official listing, but 
has th e g reat virtue of being prepared by one 
w ith a phil ateli st's eye. In the few in st ances 
in w hich Mr. M eye rson was unable to make 
obse rva tions, no breakdow n was attempted. 
H e w rites: " I have no breakdown on Scott 
Nos. 0 38 and 0 39 ; my r ecords merely 
show an auth entic tot al 13,228 for both va­
rieties. No r have I th e breakdow n on 042 
and 0 +3, oth e r th an the authentic total o f 
71 fo r both . I have no dat a, official or oth er­
wise, on the post ca rd s." With Mr. M eyer­
son 's kind consent, hi s li st is publi shed, fol ­
low in g th a t of the Philippine Bureau of 
P osts. 

T en yea rs late r , it is most interes ting to 
look back upon thi s issue. The st amps, now 
bein g in Scott, a re in th e most pa rt priced. 
The exceptions a re th e few ve ry r a re st amps 
which remain unpriced because th ey sell so 
se ldom. In fac t, even the bulk of th e stamps 
a re priced in ital ics, indicating in f requent 
sales du e to th eir sca rcity. 

E ach success ive yea r smce th e w rite r 
came ac ross the VICTORY provi sion a ls 
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back in I944, th e st amps seem to grow m 
phil a telic st ature. World W ar II saw a 
number of emergency issues from all over the 
globe. However in co mp arison, none seems 
so glamorous or fasc in a ting as this Philippine 
iss ue. F o r instance, many of the other 
"W ar" iss ues seem to have some phil atelic 
or speculative fl avor to them. Not so with 
th ese VICTORY provisional issues. Phil a­
telic sal e w as fr own ed upon and , as demon­
str ated in this a rticle , actu ally discoii"raged. 
Every st amp w as needed for a revived postal 
se rvice of the liber ated Philippine Isl ands. 
Al so th ey should se rve always as a reminder 
of one of our g reat victorious camp aigns, ful­
fillin g th e promise of General Douglas Mac­
Arthur, wh o w hen leaving the I sland s shortly 
a fte r our entrance in th e W ar after the 
J apanese we re conque rin g the Ph ii ippines, 
vowed th at " I shall r eturn" . This we did 
w ith him in 1944 and a few phila telically 
minded in ou r a rmed fo rces, like myself, 
chanced upon th e provis ional VICTORY 
stamps of the Philippines. A double 
conqu est !! 
Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

BUREAU OF POSTS 
Manila 

KINDS DENOMINATIONS AND QUANTITY OF PRE-WAR STAMPS 
HAND-SURCHARGED " VICTORY" AT TACLOBAN, LEYTE 

Quant ity 
24,441 

807 
270 

1,643 
808 
822 

1,401 
448 

21 
738 

7 
474 

5 ,302 
l , 128 

64 
411 
306 
390 
378 
405 
423 
425 
374 

RECULAR ISSUE 

De nomination and Kind 
2 -centavo, Rizal green 
4-centavo, Woman with carabao 
6-centavo, Woman in Balintawak 
8 -centavo, Pearl Fishing 

l 0-centavo, Fort Santiago 
16-centavo, Magellan ' s Landing 
20-centavo, Juan de la Cruz 
30-centavo, Blood Compact 

l -peso, Barasoain Church 
20-centavo, Special delivery 

2 -centavo, Stamp books 
2-centavo , Postal cards 
2-centavo, envelope # 5 
2-centavo, envelope # 5 (Money Order ) 
2-centavo, envelope # 8 
4-centavo, envelope #5 
4-centavo, Postage due 
6-centavo, Postage due 
8-centavo, Postage due 

1 0-centavo, Postage due 
l 2-centavo, Postage due 
16-centavo, Postage due 
20-centavo, Postage due 
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Fig. l 3 Two copies of the Postage Due stamps ( J l 8) used on a piece. 

Fig. l l 

{ C o11 rl esy J11r. T heodore Sh eldon }. 

l 3,228 
2 ,634 

665 
71 

0 . B. STAMPS 

2-centavo, Rizal green 
4-centavo, Woman with carabao 

l 0-centavo, Fort Santiago 
20 -centavo, Juan de la Cruz 

COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS. 

682 6-centavo, Pres. Quezon Taking Oath 
235 6-centavo, Triumphal Arch 
14 l 6-centavo, Malacanan Palace 
442 l 2-centavo, Pres. Quezon Taking Oath 

36 l 2-centavo, Triumphal Arch 

AIR MAIL 

l 22 4-centavo , Manila Post Office 

Ph ot o by B outrelle 

.. .-.. -~ 
~ • 
~ 
4 
41 ; 
~ 

~ 
A very fine examp le of one of the air mail stamps, of which only l 22 exist . 

{ Court esy Mr . Richard E . Sam ek } . 
Ph ot o by B outrelle 
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Fi g . 12 A pai r of the Special Del ivery stamp 
(ES) . 

( Co11rt esy Th e l'hilat elic Fou11datio11} 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, \' OL. XXXIII, 
Fig. 14 Two of the scarce r stamps : Scott 466, 
the 6c brown , on ly 64 known; and Scott 476, 
the l 2c bright blue, on ly 36 exist. Both copies 
have wax paper on the back , the usual con­
dition of these rarit ies. 

(C ourt esy Mr. Th eodore Sh eldo11}. 
Ph oto by B out rel/e 
Fig. l 5 The cover of a booklet containing 24 two-centavo postage stamps struck with the 
VICTORY handstamp. Only 7 booklets were overprinted. 

(Courtesy Th e Ph ilat elic F oundation). 
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W . S. Meyerson's Breakdown According to Scott Catalog Number * 

Cat. # Number Issued 

463 
4636 
464 

(28 panes of 6) 168 
41 

24,400 
807 465 

466 (Fig. 14) 
467 
468 
469 
470 
471 
472 
(2 copies without 
473 
474 
475 
476 (Fig. 14) 
477 
478 
479 
480 
481 
482 
483 
484 

Cl3 (Fig. 11) 
E8 (Fig. 12) 
E9 

J16 
J17 
Jl 8 !Fig. 13) 
)19 
J20 
)21 
J22 

0381 
0 39j 
0 40 
0 41 
0 42] 
0 43 

U43 
U43 - MOB 
U44 (Fig. 6) 
U45 

UX20** 
UX21 
UX22 

64 
332 
206 
235 
141 
350 

1,643 
handstamp) 

450 
358 
221 

36 
221 
122 
200 
500 

1,401 
248 
200 

21 

122 
300 
438 

306 
390 
378 
405 
423 
425 
374 

13,228 
2,634 

665 
71 

5,302 
1,128 

32 
379 

190 
94 

190 
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marks his first attempt at being a philatelic 
author. 

As the reader will notice from the above 
a rticle, Professo r l\/Iurphree as a stamp col­
lector came across this interesting Philippine 
V ICTORY provisional issue during the last 
war when he was an officer in the U nited 
States Navy. He served during World 
War II on m any of our famous battle­
ships, such as the Idaho, Mississ ippi, Mis­
souri, New .Jl!lexico , P ennsylvania and Wis­
consin. H e was a junior member of the 
staff of the Commander Battleship Division 
Three and Flag Lieutenant. Most of his 
service was in th e Pacific, but briefly he saw 
service as an aide to the Commander of the 
Atlantic Fleet. 

In con nec tion with his personal wartime 
experience, he has specialized in some of the 
issues of th ose yea rs. Besides the Philip­
pines , he co ll ects the Free French overprints, 
and has a collection of material relating to 
th e Tokyo Bay region at th e time th at the 
Japanese su rrend er was being signed on the 
U. S. S. Missouri. 

*As the author, Mr'. Murphree, points out, Mr. Meyerson's breakdown was done to the best of his 
ability under extraordinary circumstances while an important war campaign was being fought. Hi s li st, 
therefore, is both a reliable and helpful philatelic contribution. But it is not an official comp il ation and may 
be subject to error in some instances as to quantity. (Editor) 

**The breakdown of the Post Cards has been supplied by Mr. Sidney F . Barrett. Nos. UXzo-22 
were grouped together on Mr. Meyerson's l ist. 
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MEXICO 

The First Issue 1856- 1861 

By CALVERT STIER 
Introduction 

Mexico, taken as a whole, is a 
most satisfying country for any enterprising 
collector, and offers a greater variety of 
philatelic features than any other single 
country." P. L. Pemberton, wntmg m 
"Philatelic Journal of Great Britain", Aug­
ust, 1937. 

The first issues from any of the early 
stamp issuing countries have been described, 
investigated, studied and discussed ever since 
the r86o's. Mexico is no exception, but gen­
erally it has been in regard to the classifica­
tion and degree of rarity of the unique sys­
tem of district name overprints. Mr. S. 
Chapman's great work, "Mexico, 1856-1868" 
published by THE COLLECTORS CLUB in 1926, 
almost wholly was devoted to statistics of the 
shipments to the various postal districts. The 
book of DeSmeth and Fayolle, published in 
France in 1935, is more comprehensive, but 
now is quite difficult to obtain. There is 
little in American or British publications 
about the printing plates of the first issue, or 
in regard to the interesting Civil War period 
from r 858 to r 860 during which stampless 
covers and fractions of the 4 and 8 reales 
stamps were used. 

It is not known with certainty the number 
of plates, their composition or the name of 
the engraver. In Mr. Charles J. Phillips' 
little catalog of 1917 he states, "The dies 
from which these plates were made were all 
engraved by Senor Villegas". This is the 
earliest reference to the engraver that I can 
find, but where he got his information I am 
at loss to know because, as with so many 
philatelic writers, he did not document his 
source. Apparently others have copied 
Phillips so that I have always assumed it is 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxxnr,
correct. Aguirre's second edition, 1918 (in 
English) states, "Portrait of Hidalgo, en­
graved by Villegas and printed on wove paper 
of va r ious thickness". His sixth edi t ion, 
1937, also in English , says, "the dies were 
made by the engraver A. Villegas, who was 
chief of the Government Printing Office". 
De Smeth and Fayolle, 1935, state, "En­
graved on steel by Villegas, director of the 
Government Printing Office". 

Apparently it is agreed that one, Sr. Ville­
gas, engraved the dies for the first issue of 
stamps. Mr. S. Chapman, an English gentle­
man who had gone to reside in Mexico in 
the early r89o's, was given permission to copy 
from the Official Post Office records . He 
lists on page 2 of his book a few details 
from the General Stamp Account, as fol­
lows: 

1856 

July 30, Recd. from Engraver A. Villegas, 
(varying amounts of all values then 
follows) 

Dec. 30, Recd. from Engraver A. Villegas, 
(varying amounts for all but the four 
re ales) 

1857 

Jan. 3 r, Received from Engraver V. Ville­
gas, (amounts for the one, two and four 
real es). 

The remainder of his writing gives the 
amounts received from the printer plus var­
ious returns from the Districts . Mr. Chap­
man was copying from official records so the 
question arises: Were there two engravers 
of the plates? Are A. and V. Villegas one 
and the same; or is it similar to the Charles 
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M Ex r c o 's FI R S T Is suE l856 - 6I 
and Frederick H eath aff a ir as occurred w ith 
Great Britain 's P enny Bl ack st amps ? At 
any r ate, this is Senor Vill egas' only cla im 
to fame beca use nowh ere else is he mentioned 
again in the prepa ra ti on of any oth er of 
M exico's post al emiss ions. 

The decree auth oriz in g the issue of post­
age stamps was dated February 21 , 1856, 
by th e Presid ent D on I gnacio Comonfo rt. 
Several month s w ere spent in engraving th e 
pl ates. Mr. Ch apm an's r eco rd s show th at 
th e first supplies went to th e he ad office at 
M exico C ity on August I st but to none of 
th e other offi ces until th e end of th at month . 

The la te G. Gilbert said th e pl ates h ad 
been made of copper ;* D eSmeth says "The 
pl at es w ere copper, only 3 mm. thick and 
consequ ently too so ft. The st amps were 
printed on old presses ." Aguirre st ates, "we 
must bea r in mind th at th e plates we re m ade 
of brass, not of steel, as gener ally believed". 
This last is t aken f rom hi s English edition 
but I be li ev ~ the translator meant copper 
r ather th an brass, since he goes on to say, 
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"-the softness and fl ex ibility of brass (cop­
pe r ?) ex pl ains th e wea r of th e pl ates and 
th e difficulty for th e press oper ato rs to pro­
duce an uniform type of impression" . Mr. 
C hapman w as un able to un ea rth any offi cial 
doc um ent detailing th e number of th e pl ates 
m ade fo r th e diffe rent denomin a tions, nor of 
th eir size, so th at w hat is kn own today has 
been obta in ed th ro ugh patient stu dy of th e 
st amps th emselves. In thi s conn ection most 
of th e c redit mu st go to th e wo rk of ea rly 
British phil ateli sts. 

It is now kn own th at th e fi r st plates for 
all fi ve valu es, )12 , I , 2, 4 and 8 rea les, we re 
of 60 subj ects (IO x 6). Sub sequ ently larger 
pl ates w ere made fo r th e I and 2 reales. 
T aking up th e va lu es ind ividu ally, it should 
comm ence w ith th e : 

Medio Real. 

Pr inted in medium to da rk bl ue, generally 
on a r ath er ha rd wove paper, unwater­
ma rked, th e printings delivered to th e G en­
eral P os t Office we re: 
I 856, July 30, from E ngr ave r A. Vill egas ______________ _____________ _________ ______ 835,320 ( I 3,922 sheets) 
I856, D ec. 30, from Eng raver A . Villegas ----------------------------------------· I46,700 ( 2,445 sheets) 
I86I , Feb. 5, selected fr om sheets and strips in stock, previously 

r ejected, by ord er of P. M. ---------------------------------------------- ----------- 5,200 (86 2/3 sheets) 
l 861, M ar. 20, ditto ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ -- 4+ (par t of l shee t ) 
T ota l printed and issued ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 987,264 stamps. 
T o Mr. W. T. Wilson, pioneer Birming­
h am dealer and phil atelic student, should go 
th e credit fo r fir st w orking out th e pl ates of 
th e First I ssue. In an a rticle in th e " Phila­
telic J ourn al of Indi a", M ay, I 9 I3, r efer­
ring to th e )12 re al , he st ates : " I know of 
two pl a tes. One I have entire but with very 
small ma rgins. This I tentatively number 
III. Anoth er which I had reconstructed and 
proved, I number IV, as it is probably th e 
last pl a te because it was only used fo r print­
ing th e 1 861 bl ack on orange brown, and was 
in a much worn st ate. From th e materi al 
accumul a ted, I h ad pa rtly reconstructed a 
third pl at e which may be No. I , and , in ad­
dition, I had strips, blocks and pairs w hich 
do not belong to I , III or IV so th at th ere 
must be at leas t one more plate" . 

* COLLECTORS CLUB PHI LATELIST Vol. xxi No. I , 

P age I. 
l\1r. Wilson w as co rrect in th e conclusion 
dr awn except for his las t sentence, because 
his pl ate IV was act ually eithe r pl ate I or 
II of th e 1856 issue w hich he had not at 
th a t time succeeded in reconstructing. 

D eS meth and Fayolle, being the lates t 
work covering the plates of th e fi rs t issues, 
should represent th e correct bas is for our 
present day kn owledge of th e subject. But 
th e fac t th at it conta ins some obvious mis­
t akes and disc repancies is one of th e reasons 
fo r th ese present notes. Through th e kind ­
ness of The Collector s Club's Librari an, 
Mrs. Bradford , she tr anslated th at part of 
D eS meth and Fayolle which di scusses th e 
pl ates . R ega rding th e Medio R eal, I quote : 

"Three pl ates of 60 subj ects in IO rows of 
6 each. Pla tes I and II , examples of which 
a re much more w idely spaced fr om top to 
bottom th an th ose of Plate III , w ere not 
fr amed and prod uced st amps w hose printing 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXlll , NO. 3 



MEXICO'S FIRST ISSUE 1856-61 
Fi g. 1. Pair of the Vir. W ide Spacing showing 
the frame line cutting the left stamp. 

1s regu la r, alth ough th e re are some double 
impressions on Plate I. Both of these plates 
have give n about 835 ,320 speci mens which 
were released July 30, 1856. 

"Pl ate III which is co mpl etely framed by 
a band (a line) and whose specimens a re 
closer vertically, w as set up rather care­
lessly; as a consequence of this negligence 
o r awkw ardness in th e printing of the 
cliches, a la rge number of th e specimens 
show double imprints eithe r above or below 
in the ornamentation, or in th e printing. 

"Plate III is probably the one which has 
furni shed th e printing of 146,700 specimens 
r eleased D ec. 30, 1856. It was th e last 
printing of th e blue media real , because 
from 1857 on its use had become alm ost nil 
because of th e increased letter r ate dec reed 
D ec. 20, 1856. 

"Pla tes I , II and III served concurrently 
in 1861 for pr in tings of th e Media R eal, 
black on fawn". 

This is quite explicit so presumably 
D eS meth and F ayolle had large blocks o r 
sheets avail able, of w hich there are a number 
in ex istence today. The auth ors sta te only 
Pl ate III had a frame line. But this is 
evidently an error as ce rtainly one oth er 
plate star ted life wi th a fr ame line, and I am 
reason ably sure that the remaining plate h ad 
a frame added very ea rly in its exis tence. 
Charles J. Phillips in his catalog sa id that 
Pl ate I h ad no lin e, Pl ate II a thin line and 
Pl ate III a heavy line all arou nd . I have 
marginal pairs, widely spaced , which co uld 
nn t be from Plate III yet h ave frame lines, 
one (Fig. l) from th e lef t sid e of th e shee t, 
9th row, shows th e frame line cutting into 
th e design. I believe th is comes from Pla te 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxxnr,
Fi g. 2 . Pair of the lf2 r. Plate 11 , positions 
and 2 . 

II. Another pai r is shown (Fig. 2) in the 
dark blue shade, so ft wove paper, which I 
secu red from the Wil son stock and was 
m a rked I , positions 1 and 2. This j ust shows 
a frame line a t th e edge of the paper some 
2 mm. away . In th e C hapman Sale in 1930 
th e re was listed a full shee t of 60, Puebla 
district, as being Pl ate II (wi th frame). 
l\!Ir. Chapman also had a full shee t of the 
n arrow set ting, Plate III. Mr. E duardo 
Aguirre had a ha! f sheet of 30, Morelia dis­
trict, indica ted as co ming from Plate I. This 
was without ev id ences of a frame line. 

All three plates are now known to have 
been used fo r printing th e Medio R eal of 
1861. The very worn impressions appear to 
co me mostly from Pl ate II I. All three plates 
seem to be singu larly free fro m fl aws, the 
only defects being in the doubling of the 
impression a t top or bottom. 

It will be noted th at th ere were no print­
ings of th e Media R eal, in blue, after 1856 
because the new r ates practically made this 
value obsolete. In th e D ecree of February 
21st, 1856 the fo llowin g rates were set up : 

(Translation ) 

F irst Tariff 

which includes from one to 30 leagues. 

Franked Correspondence. 

One-quarter ounce, but not over 
one-h alf ou nce 

Of one-half ounce 
Of three-quarters ounce 
Of one ounce 

etc. 

0 real 
l r eal 

10 reales 
2 reales 
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MEXICO ' S FIRST IS SUE 1856-61 
Second T ariff 
which includes from 30 leagues upw ard s. 

Franked Correspondence. 

One-qua rte r ounce but not over 
one-half ounce 

One-half ou nce 
Three-qu a rters ounce 
The ou nce 
One ounce and one-quarter 
One ounce and one-half 

etc. 

I r eal 
1 Y, r eal es 

2 reales 
3 r eales 

3Y, reales 
4Y, reales 

The expenses of the pos tal se rvice, in such 
an un se ttl ed and primitive country as Mexi­
co in th e mid - 19th century, created too gre at 
a loss und er this t a riff so that a new decree 
was made on D ecember r 5, r 856 r aising th e 
r ates and lowe rin g th e distance involved in 
the First T a riff to only 16 leagues, about 45 
miles. 

(Translation) 

First Tariff. 
w hich includes fr om one to 16 leagues. 

For one-quarter ounce I real 
For one-half ounce 2 r eal es 
For three-qu a rter of an ounce 3 r eal es 
For one ounce 4 real es 

etc. 

Second Tariff. 
which includes from 16 leagues upw ard. 

For one-quarter ounce 
For one-half ounce 
For three quarters of an ounce 
For one ounce 

etc. 

2 reales 
3 r eales 
4 reales 
5 re ales 

Thus it w ill be seen that the original de­
mand for stamps h ad been mostly for Y, and 
I re al, while the change of rates c rea ted th e 
g rea ter use for th e 1 and 2 re ales elimin at­
ing th e need for any of th e med ia real st amps 
at all. 

The st am ps in blue from Plate III would 
be practically non-exis tent tod ay were it not 
for th e fac t th at th e authorities decided in 
1861 to use up th e printing of December 
1856 on hand , by sending them out in large 
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qu ant1t1es to districts to use in pairs and 
stri ps o r blocks for th e I and 2 reales while 
awa itin g th e issue of the new set in April. 
In all 214,9 18 of th e Media Real were sent 
out in th e first three and one-half months 
of 1861 accou ntin g for a large proportion 
of th e pairs or la rger pieces commonly fou nd 
for this denomination. 

Un Real . 

Two pla tes were or igi nally made, both of 
60 impressions, JO x 6 widely spaced. With 
th e increased demand in 1857 two more 
plates we re made, each of 200 impressions, 
20 x JO, but much close r togeth er. These, 
with a simil a r 2 r eales, are always te rm ed 
th e "Na r row Spaced" stamps, w hereas all 
th ose in the pl ates of 60 are referred to as 
the "Wide Spaced" stamps. 

For a long time it was unkn own as to just 
how many plates were used for th e 1 real 
but I beli eve it is now reasonably well proven 
th at th e re " ·e re four. Due to th e pale or­
ange yellow color, ]\l[r. Wil son h ad consid­
erable trouble in plating thi s st amp. H e 
indicated th e ex istence of two plates of 60 
each, but thought th ere was only one pl a te 
of 200. Mr. Phillips in his cat alog of 1917 
was in doubt also, and I quote from hi s 
book, page 12: 

" 1 R eal. 1856. Pl ate I. Printed in shee ts 
of six ty stamps arranged in ten rows of six. 
The stamps a re very wide apar t, both hori­
zont ally and vertically, and single specimens 
may be found wi th supe rb ma rgins. The 
st amps are much out of alignment and a re 
irregularly placed on th e plate. Further 
study may show us th ere a re seve ral plates 
of th ese wide spaced st amps with ou ter line 
round th e plate, and one without any line. 

" 1856. Pla te II. This appears to h ave 
been in a sheet of 200, a rranged in ten rows 
of t\\'enty st amps. The st amps are placed 
much closer toge th er, varying from almost 
touching to 3 mm. apart. Thick outer line 
ro und the whole sheet." 

Aguir re echoes Wilson in assigning two 
pl a tes of 60, and one of the l a rge size of 200 
with th e thick frame line. 

DeSmeth and Fayolle are th e only au thori­
ty I can find for definitely stating four pl a tes, 
two of 60 each, widely spaced (a thick frame 
line fo r one, a very thin line for th e other) 
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Fig. 4. The 1 r. Plate IV, exa mples showing the right s ide of the stamp unprinted. 
and two of 200 each, narrow spaced, each 
w ith a frame lin e. Apparently this was based 
on th e C hapman coll ect ion which contained 
a block of 102 from what we shall call Plate 
III , toge th er with blocks of 60, 30, I 1 and 
I 5, which had to come from a fourth Plate 
because they were all of the narrow setting 
ye t did not tally w ith th e la rge block of 102. 

This latt er piece from Plate III shows th e 
vari ety, position 55, of th e part impress ion 
of th e 4 reales upon th e face of Hid algo. 

There have been seve ral explanations for 
this unusual varie ty w hich is priced at £ 12 

in Gibbons'. M r. P . L. P emberton thought 
it arose th rough th e printing of the l real 
on a disca rded plate of 4 reales from w hich 
one of th e old impress ions was not completely 
burnished. H e evidenced th e use of an old 
plate of the 10 centavo of I87+ for the 25 
centavo. l\1r. S. C hapman h ad a more in­
genious explanation which he embod ied in a 
letter to :Mr. P emberton in commenting on 
the th eory of the re-u se of an old plate. 
This was published in " the Phil atel ic J ou rn al 
of Great Britain", No . 56I , page 168, from 
wh ich we quote: 

"The old theory (viz. Pemberton's) is un­
tenable, because this impression of th e 4r. 
on th e l r. occurs on a plate of 200 st amps, 
whereas th e 4r. was only printed on a plate 
for 60. I h ad a good sized block in my col­
lection w hich included thi s particular st amp 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXX III
unu sed, (thi s was th e block of 102 referred 
to above) and I feel satisfied th a t th e pe­
cu li a rity arose simply through an accident. 
When I was in the old P ost Office ( in Mexi­
co) th ey used to have a subs tantial so rt of 
t able running alongside a wall for a good 
many feet, and I can im agi ne something 
simil a r in I 856. Let us assum e that the 
plate of 200 of th e l real was lef t on th e 
t able , and with the inten tion of printing 
some more 4r., the die was r es ting on it. 
A l abourer comes in with two or three 
reams of pape r which he would be ca rrying 
on hi s back. H e moves up to th e t able and 
dumps th em down on top of th e die and 
plate. This gives just sufficient rock as the 
paper would be raised by th e thickness of 
the die, but would fa ll over wh en clear of 
it, so th at the pressure not being even would 
not cause the whole des ign of th e 4r. to be 
pressed into the brass plate. After confer­
ring with a m an accus tomed to handling 
metal, as well as with philatelists, I have 
no doubt in my own mind this is th e simple 
explanation ." 

With w hich I agree.* I have a used pair 

*Some other students of Mexico or early methods 
used for printing stamps who have di scussed and 
studied th is variety do not share l\'f r. Stier's agreement 
with the Chapman theory that he has quoted as the 
•xplanation or accounting for this variety. ( Th e 
Editor} 
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in my collection, one st amp showing th e par t 
impression of th e 4r. but th e pale color does 
not lend itself to photog raphy so th at it 
c annot be r eproduced here. This plate III 
is not supposed to have been used fo r th e 
1861 iss ue since no copy of this var iety has 
been fo und in th at printing. 

Th e two pl a tes of 60 imp ress ions furni shed 
printings in th e amount of 646, 130 st amps, 
issued July 30 and D ecember 30, 1856. The 
two plates of 200 impress ions suppli ed the 
balance of th e printings of th e yellow st amps, 
in all , 645,600 st amps. Pl ate IV only was 
used fo r th e 1861 printings, a total of 1,013,-
600 st amps, which near th e end w as g iving 
extremely w or n impressions. 

There a re two im po rtant fl aws on th ese 
la rge pl ates . On Pl ate III , pos ition un ­
known, is a horizontal cr ack h alf way up 
the left sid e of th e st amp extending fr om 
the edge into th e inner oval. On Plate IV, 
from the second down to th e seventh ve rti ­
cal row of th e right sid e of the plate, the 
stamps a re only partly printed so th at about 
one-fourth of th e engraving on most of th ese 
does not show. Some interes ting examples 
a re shown from both th e 1856 and 1861 
printings (F ig. 4 ) . 

Dos Reales. 

There a re said to have been only two 
pl ates of thi s denomin ation. One is Pla te I , 
consistin g of 60 st amps, (IO x 6) w id ely 
spaced and fr amed by a thin lin e. The print­
ing was generally good. This pl ate se rved 
only fo r th e first issue of 285 ,780 specimens, 
July 30, 1856. Bes id es th e w ide spacing, th e 
shades a re entir ely diffe rent from th ose of 
th e second or narrow spaced pla te. Gibbons 
calls th e colo rs, emerald g reen, sap-green, 
green ; this last is quite a dark g reen. F or 
th e second pl a te, th e common sh ade is a 
medium green w ith a yell ow tint to a pale 
yellow green. There is also a r ath er sca rce 
shade of da rk blue g reen but it is not nearly 
as r are as th e Sco tt price of $5.00 indicates. 

Plate II consisted of 190 subj ects, (IO x 
19). The st amps a re set close r , both hori­
zontally and vertically. The fir st cop ies fro m 
this large plate came f rom th e printing on 
D ecember 30, 1856. This plate was also 
used fo r pr inting th e 1861 and 1867 issues. 
THE COL
Fig. 3 . Copies of the 2r. 18 61 showing doubl e 
bottom ornaments. Pl a te 11 , position 185. 

It was not until l\/I r. Chapman's discov­
eries in th e P os t O ffice R ecords th at this 
pl ate was proved to be of 190 r ather th an 
of 200 as was th e plate of th e l r eal. I n 
" th e L ondon Phil ateli st " of D ece mbe r , 191 1, 
C hapm an firs t publi shed his di scove r ies. In 
a display and pape r before th e Royal Phila­
telic Soc iety he sa id: 

" It may be ass um ed th at some accid ent 
happened to th e pla te of th e 2 r ... and th at 
a piece was cut off . The remittance t°' 
Mex ico, J anu ary 3 rd, 1857 consisted of 3000 
of thi s valu e, but a week af ter , viz . on J anu­
ary ro th , th e number invoiced was 1900, and 
f ro m this date all remitt ances w ere multi­
pl es of 190. F urth er, th e only printing in 
1867, w hich was done in A ugust of th at year,. 
amounted to 81,3 20-428 sheets of 190, and 
each printing in 1868, down to the las t in 
June of th a t yea r-9310-49 sheets-confi rm 
th e 190 multiple. I submit specimens of 
stamps show ing a fl aw w hich was appa rently 
ge tting wo rse , and would shor tly have re­
qui red either more cutting away or a new 
pla te." 

The fl aw to which M r. Ch apman refe rred 
is now kn own as th e " la rge cr ack" on th e 
pla te, position number l 89. Shown is a 
sim ila r se ries (F ig. 5) th e fi rst fou r copies 
a re in th e g reen color of 1856; th e second 
four a re black o r grey-bl ack of 1861-67 
issue. 

Th ere are numerous oth er fl aws and 
c racks on this Plate, one of which is quite 
pronou nced, being th e doubling of the bo t­
tom o rn aments (F ig. 3) This was position 
185 , w hich apparently h ad been cor rected 
because it is quite sca rce. Th ere is also a 
sh arp horizontal crack h alf way up th e sid e 
ve ry similar to th a t mentioned for the l r . 
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Fi g. 5. The 2r. green , the large crack on the plate exte nding upward from the bottom. 

Bottom Row : T he same on the 2r. black on pink of l 86 l . 
In all th e handbooks and lite r ature which 
discuss th e plates of th e fir st iss ue, I can 
find no mention of th e possibility of more 
than two pl ates of th e 2 r eales, th e denomi­
nation used in the la rges t amount. Y et I 
am almost sure th at th e re was a third pl ate, 
probably of th e la rge size, and intend ed for 
use in th e 186 1 issue. A s Mr. Ch apman 
has pointed out , th e l a rge pl ate printing for 
the 2 r. g reen w as r apidly w ea ring out. 

The evi dence in favo r of thi s third pl ate 
is as fo llows. 

In D ece mber , 1893, Mr. E. F. Cottill a, of 
St. L oui s, Mo. offe red to a well-kn own firm 
in L ondon (S tanl ey Gi bbons, I beli eve it 
was) three o rig in al plates of 1856, two of 1 
re al, and one of 2 rea les. H e st a ted: " th e 
pl a tes are of steel, and th eir dimensions 
2 0 x 10 " , th at is to say, 200 st amps on each 
plate. U nfo rtun ate ly the fi rm d id not ac­
cept th e off er. This in fo rm ation is quoted 
from Chapm an but it h as been publi shed by 
oth ers f rom time to tim e. lVI r. Ch apman 
contin ued, " It w ill be noted th a t Cottill a 
says 2 00 stamps on each pl ate, and fa iling 
any bette r sugges ti on, may I put fo rw ard a 
th eo ry th at in vi ew of th e continu ed deterio­
ation of th e 190 pl ate th e auth orities m ay 
h ave had a new pl ate made, but th at it was 
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never used, and th at thi s is th e pl a te that 
went to St. L oui s" . 

It is tru e th at all printings of th e 2 r. 
a ft er 1856 and th ro ugh th e 1861 iss ue a re m 
multipl es of 190, ye t it is curious th at in 
sending out consignments on April 18-19, 
186 1, to fi fty-one of th e Princip al Districts, 
none of th e shipm ents we re in g roups of 190 
stamps! It is also tru e th at th e shipments 
a re not divisibl e by 200 either. But of the 
51 se ndin gs, 43 a re divi sibl e by 60 w hich 
might indicate th e temporary use of Plate I, 
w ide setting of 60. 

It seems imposs ible to reconstruct entirely 
either th e Pla te I or II du e to th e grea t 
sca rcity of strips and blocks. O f Pl ate I , I 
beli eve the l a rgest piece known is a vertical 
strip of 5, on cover , once in th e L age rloe f 
coll ection . With Pl ate II we a re more 
fo rtun ate. There a re seve ral blocks of 6 
in the g reen printing, and I h ave a block of 
7 used on cover. ( Fig. 6) . In th e 1861 
printing M r. Odfj ell had a poss ibly uniqu e 
block of 90, r ight nin e vertical rows from 
top to bottom of th e sheet. 

It may be re ma rked here, th at if th is 
Pl ate II was th e only one used f rom 1857 
on, it gave in excess of I 2,955 sheets, the 
las t ones being in an ex tremely w orn st ate. 
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MEXICO'S FIRST ISS UE 1856-61 
Fig. 6. Block of 7 of the 2r. Plate 11 on cove r. 
Cuatro Reales. 

This was printed from two plates, both 
of 60 su bj ec ts (IO x 6). The first is se t 
very wide apa rt being framed by a thin lin e 
a ll arou nd. The tr ansfe r from th e die was 
not too successful, th er e being quite a few 
double impressions on pa rt of the des ign. 
The second plate is also of 60 but is much 
more narrow ly spaced ver tically, and th ere 
is no fr ame lin e to th e sheet . The la te M r. 
W . T . Wilson did a remarkable job in re­
constructing Pla te I. W e quote from hi s 
r emarks in th e "Philatelic J ourn al of Indi a", 
May, 1913: 

" There was only one pl ate w id e printed, 
w hich I h ad reconstructed wanting only 3 
or 4 s ta mps. ( ! ) In add ition to th e ca rmine 
red ( l 856) , th e black on ye ll ow and rose on 
yellow ( 1861), and some of th e 1867 Pro­
vis ion al, red on ye ll ow a nd rose on blue , 
we re printed from this Plate. The reprints 
also were made from it." 

As to be seen la ter, I believe Mr. Wil son 
meant th a t only th e reprints of th e 4r car­
mine were made from thi s plate. To con-
THE COL
tinue , rega rd ing th e Pl a te II , "-used for­
th e 4r. black on ye ll ow, red on ye ll ow. 
(1861-6+ ), th e red on ye ll ow, rose on blu e, 
( 1867-68). Sta m ps from thi s Pl ate are 
si ngu la rl y rare in black on yellow. Very 
few can h ave been used. A small remainder 
without overprint \\·ere found-very few in­
deed with overpri nt , unused. This plate 
must have disappeared. So far I h ave never 
see n a reprint from it . Common as th e +r. 
r ep rints are, a ll I have examin ed are from 
Pl ate I." 

If no repri nts of th e 4r. h ad shown up by 
19 13, th ey must h ave appeared on th e phil a­
telic scene very sho rtly th ereaf ter because 
Mr. H ausbu rg writing in "Gibbons Monthly 
J ourn al" of Jun e, 19q, was able to illus­
trate th e comp lete sheet from Pl ate II in the 
repri nts in th e 1861 colo rs. They bore faked 
cancell a tions and ove rpr ints. Perh aps Mr. 
Wilson was mistaken , for th e great majority 
of th e very common reprints of the +r. 1856. 
and of th e 4r. 1861, both colors, found today 
a re from this Plate II. Illustrated is a 
block of 6 from th e top right corner of th e 
shee t , black on ye llow paper, w hich shows th e 
car eful work and even se ttings from this 
plate. (Fig. 7). 
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:\I E x I c 0 s F I R s T I s s u E 856-61 
Fi g. 7. Reprint of the 4 r. black on yellow 
from Plate 11 , upper right corner of the sheet . 

Pl at e I of th e + r. was the only one used 
fo r the 1856 issue so th a t any stamps in th e 
vermilion shades, th at can be ident ified as 
fro m P l ate I I , mu st of necess ity be th e re­
pr ints. Many fo rged District names exis t 
-0n th e o riginal stamps. 

Ocho Reales. 

For a long tim e it was believed th a t th ere 
we re two plates of 60 each, both wide se t­
ting, one printing th e 1856 issue and th e 
-0 th er th at of 186 i. Now it is es t abli shed 
th at th ere was only th e one plate fo r both 
issues . The appa rent differences being th at 
th e very poor pr intings fou nd in th e Second 
I ss ue, especia lly th e g reen on brown , a re due 
t o th e poor quality of paper used which did 
not ta ke th e im pression well. This pl a te is 
surrounded by a thin fr ame line set ve ry 
dose to the stamps, in fac t it cuts into th e 
design of stamps in pos itions 18 and 49. 
There is a co mplete sheet of the 8 r. v iolet , 
Vic tori a overprin t, illust ra ted in DeSmeth 
a nd Fayolle. This was once in th e fine collec­
tion of Mr. Odfj ell and was shown by him 
a t th e 1950 LondDn Exhibition. This 8 
reales st amp is quite rare for ne arly all of 
the Dist ricts. Despite th e wid e margins be-
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tween the horizont al rows, many copies are 
fou nd closely trimmed. 

A second pl ate of the 8 r. was prepared, 
but apparently neve r used for issued st amps. 
This pl ate also conta ined 60 entries, but un­
like Pl a te I , th ere was no fr ame line in the 
margins of th e plate and the impressions 
we re spaced close r togeth er ve rtically. This 
plate co rresponds in appearance to Plate II 
of th e + r. The grea t majority of reprints 
of th e 8 r. were prepared from this second 
plate. 

The fo llow in g is a summary of the print­
ings from th e various plates fo r th e 1856, 
1861 and Provisional I ss ue of 1867: 

1856 

Y, rea l , blue, Pl ates I , II (60) 835,320 
Y, rea l, blue, Pl ate III (60) 146,700 

l real , ye llow, Pl a tes I , II (6o) 646,130 
1 real , yellow, Pl ates III , IV (200) 645,600 
2 re a l, g ree n, Pl ate I (6o) 285 ,780 
2 rea l, g reen, Pl ate II ( 190) 1,299,600 
+ real , ca rmine, Plate I (60) 167,160 
8 real , Pla te I ( 60) 100,440 

1861 

Y, r eal , black on buff, Plates I , II , 
III 

1 real , bl ack on g reen, Plate IV 
2 re al , bl ack on pink, Pl at e II 
4 r ea l, bl ack on yellow, rose on 

yellow, Pl ates I , II 
8 real , black on red brown 

green on r ed brown, Plate I 

Y, r eal , black on grey, wmkd. 
Plate II 

r re al , blue on g rey, wmkd. 
Plate IV 

2 real, green on grey, wmkd. 
Plate II 

2 re al , bl ack on pink , Pla te II , 
at leas t 

4 rea l, pink on g rey, wmkd . 
Plates I , II 

4 real, rose on yellow, Pla te I , II 
4 rea l, red on wh ite ( 1868) 

Plate I? about 

200,220 
1,013,600 

995,600 

I 10,880 

15,000 

26,200 

81,320 

93 ,220 

13,470 
30,887 

5,800 
(T o be continu ed.) 
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Another Hawai ian Mystery 

WELLS FARGO AND COMPANY 

EXPRESS - HONOLULU 

By W. SCOTT POLLAND, M.D. 
The purpose of thi s paper is to call atten­
tion to th e paucity of philatelic material ex­
istent while th e Well s Fugo and Company 
Express operated in H awaii before 1883. 
Phil ate lic books and a rticl es on H awa ii or 
on W este rn Franks give ve ry littl e dat a about 
the ac tiviti es of this Compa ny a t a much 
·ea rli er period , th at is in th e 185o's. The 
recent finding of a st amplr.ss cove r from thi s 
period and some comp anion items, (F igures 
r and 1 A), led to some research upon th is 

:S ubj ect which has r es ult~d in the following 
information: 
J -J.O THE COL
1. The First Period 1853-1862 

In 1853 th ere we re a t leas t three express 
compani es operating in H awaii or doing 
business th rough local firms o r agents : 

1. W ells Fargo and Co mp any 
2. Adams and Com!Jany 
3. Gregory and Company 

L eH·is and Company wa~ th e first to repre­
se nt W ells F a rgo and Company. They 
fa il ed after a few month s. In the Honolulu 
newspaper " W ee kly Argus" , under date of 
-------- • A 

Figure l . Wells Fa rgo marks a re in blue (0 ). This cover wa s apparen tl y carried outside 
the mail , although addressed to Loc k Box 598. Covers A , B and C wen t through the Un ited 
States Post Office . Covers A and B went thro•;gh the Hawaiian Pos t Office as well. 
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WELLS FARGO ExPRESS Co. IN HAW AII 
Fi gu re l A. Enlargement of Well s Fargo cover. 
Apri l 21, 1853, the fo llowing acknowledge­
ments were made: 

"W e a re under ob liga tion to Lewis and 
Co mp any of Wells F aq;o and Company for 
l ate Atlant ic P apers; also 1\11 r. Everet of 
Ad ams and Com pany Express". 

L a te r in 1853, L ewis and Co mpany was 
succeeded by Mitch ell and Fales, ship 
chandlers . Like their predecesso r, th ey had 
a short duration. A picture of their prem­
ises sho win g th e name of W ell s Fargo and 
Comp any appears on a lith og raphic plate, one 
-0 f a se ri es of views of H onolulu done in 
1853 by th e ar ti st , P aul Emmert, (See Fig­
ures 2 and 3.) Their bu ilding was located 
at the co rn er of N uu anic and Mari ne streets, 
-0pposite th e head of Merchant street. (The 
s tory of P au l Emmert and hi s sketches of 
Honolulu , " ·hich Burgess drew on stone, and 
"·hich 11·ere afte rwards l ithographed in San 
Francisco 11·as told by Mr. Warren Goodale, 
" P ape rs of th e H awai ian Historical Society", 
l\'umber IO, Honolulu in 1853". Mr. Good­
ale, \\·ho arrived in the I sland s in 1847, had 
been Coll ector-General of Customs of 
Honolulu in I853.) 

On July 2, I856 an advertisement appears 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, \ 'OL. XXXIII , 
in " th e Commercial Advertise r" of Hono­
lulu , which shows th at th e Company was 
th en r epresented by R. Coady and Company, 
(See Figures No . + and No. 5). This states, 
"Lette rs for San F ranciso, in Gove rnmental 
E nvelopes, will hereaf ter be t aken at I20 
cents each, and w ill be delivered in any part 
of the city ahead of th e mail". 

Coady held th e agency until hi s death in 
1858. In 1861-1862 A. J. Ca rtwright be­
came the agent as evidenced by advertis e­
ments in "The P olynes ian ", a weekly news­
paper. 

From J 862 until Au gust I 1, 1883 no 
fur th er mention of Wells Fargo appea rs in 
th e Hawaiian newspaper consulted . Appar­
ently the Co mp any had decided to abandon 
their business in this area. One co uld specu­
late as to reasons for this, but it is only 
necessary to remember that this was the 
period when Wells Fargo was making monu­
mental progress in Western United States 
so that business to far-di st ant H awaii was. 
of lesse r concern to th em. There was a 
grea ter challenge and a la rger return from 
th e go ld fields of California, Nevada, Idaho , 
etc. than in the commerce to these islands. 
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WELLS FARGO ExPREss Co. IN HAWAII 
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Figure 2. Lithograph of Honolulu from painting done by Paul Emmert in 1853. Plate No. 4 . 

1. T. Spencer, shipchandler 
2. Rice and Company 
3. Makee and Anthons 
4. C. B. Brewer and Company 
5. D. N. Flitner 
6. J. C. Spalding 
7. Honolulu Iron Works 

l 0 . Melchers and Company 
l 1. Mitchell and Fales and Company 

Express Wells Fargo and Company 
12. B. F. Snow 
l 3. Porter and Ogden 
14. Allen and Company 
1 5. Polynesian Office 

.8. Henry Sea and R. Coady and Company 
'9 . Von Holt and Heuck 

16 . Hawaiian Steam Navigation Co . 

" - .. . . . . .... - ,.,-.. . 
- . _.,,_ --·· -
. ·- ~:..1-e-:--· ~ .. -
·~ - . 

- 1., ft -

([ommrni<1l ,.\Mlrrtisrr. 

Fi gure 4 . Commercial Advertiser, July 2, l 856 
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WELLS FARGO ExPREss Co. I N HAWAII 
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Figure 3 . Enlargement from Figure # 2 showing offi.ce of Mitchell and Fales, ship chandlers. 
To the right is their office of Well s Fargo and Company in 1853. 
2. The Second Period - 1883 - ? 

On August 1 1 , 1 883 , on page three of 
" the P acific Commercial Adverti se r" of 
Honolulu appears th e fo llow ing a rticle: 

"Well s F a rgo and Co mpany have deter­
min ed to open a branch es t ablishm ent. For 
this purpose, l\llr. A. Andrews arrived by 
the 1\I a riposa on July first, 1883. The busi­
ness of th e comp any is to forward and de­
liver goods to a ll par ts ( if th e wo rld , send­
in g th em from here by th e Oceanic Steamer 's 
line of stea mers . A me,se nger will be on 
each ho at from th e coast, etc." 

" L etters se nt by th eir agency will be 
dropped in to a bo at immediately upon the 
a rriv al of each ste amer and be brought on 
shore and delivered befo re those th at come 
hy mail can reach th e po't office, etc." 

Mr. Andrews ca ll ed upon Mr. Whitney 
to inquire if any objecti on would be r a ised 
hy him or th e Gove rnment to th e Express 
THE CO l.l. ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX lll ,
Company carrymg letters between H onolulu 
and San Francisco or return. The P ost­
ma ster replied that as far as he cou ld now 
learn th at no objection would be mad e, pro­
vided the law which required five or ten 
ce nts to be prepaid on letters for each half 
ou nce in weight, and two cents for each two 

Fi gure 5 . Advertisement by R. Coady and 
Company concerni ng W e lls Fargo and Company. 
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WELL S FARGO EXPRESS Co. [ N H AwA 11 
•O•O•O•O•<>•O•O•O•O•O• • • • i W dis Fargo · ~· 
o Ex~Co. i • • 
<>•o•o•<>•<>~.9.•<>•o•o•o•< 

o the I t.:P.i lot t l•ue ot th · 
•I ftl r _oa .July 2. 1 , will w 

fon 111I tb atlv,.i;t ltl nt ot Wf'll• )>'argo 

RI:<> f! , PH F.l'I. 
DEl.tVJ.:HY <'AR. 

• • • I I I I 1 · 1 t . ~ . ~ • .,. I I I I I I I I I I I I e
1 

•: 1r,. Co. h , had t... n in 1'1'.Ultl'll<' 

a 111 iral«' ftrm fof · at.~ut riarht yrar• 

. : 
Figure 6. Photograph from the Pacific Com­
me rcial Adverti ser, Honolu lu, July 2 , 1906. 
Thi s car was used to deliver packages wherever 
the car runs. 

ounces in newspapers is co mpli ed with, and 
all other r egul ation s followed. As the stat­
ute says, " It shall be unl awf ul for any indi­
vidual to convey any lette rs from port to 
port, meaning thereby a regular business and 
for profit ; it is probabl e that th e lette rs 
brought by the Express Comp any and ad­
dre ssed to other places th an Honolulu will 
be required to go through th e Hawaii an 
mail s, will require Hawaiian st amp s, namely, 
two cents for each half ounce. Envelopes 
with Hawaiian stamps will soon be issued 
by th e Post Office Depa rtment and will be 
furnished the company, on which wi ll be 
THE COL
placed the well known mark of W. F. & Co." 
In 1885, th e l\llinister of Inte rio r, th e 

Kingdom of H awa ii , gave notice that G. W. 
M acFa rl ane was authorized to ac t as Wells 
Faq?;o of San Francisco agent, and was re­
sponsibl e for legal process in th at co untry. 
In 1887, W ell s Fargo and Company was 
doing busin ess under th e name, W ell s Fargo 
and Company of Hawaii , appa rently a 
branch in its own right, separate and distinct 
from W ells Fargo and Company of San 
Francisco. 

On July 2, 1906, " th e P acific Commercial 
Adverti se r" published its fiftieth anniver­
sary number. On page 8 th e re is a photo­
g raph of the W ells Fargo and Company 
special delivery trolley ca r, which operated 
over th e tr acks of th e Honolulu Transit 
Company, (See Figure No. 6). E xactly when 
Well s Fargo and Company stopped its mail 
tr ansporta tion in H awa ii has not been found 
out, but its seve ral successo rs have continued 
th e express business which is now conducted 
by th e R ailway Express Agency. 

My deep apprecia tion and th anks go to the 
personn el of th e Wells Fargo Museum at 
the W ell s Fargo B ank in San Francisco, for 
the use of th eir materi a l upon thi s su bject ; 
and to Ezra Cole of N yac k. New York for 
his exce ll ent advice and 'uggestions for th e 
use of the subject material. 

W . SCOTT POLLAND, M .D. , of R oss, Cali­
fornia, is prominent in C aliforni a 1edical 
circles. H e was th e former Presid ent of the 
Marin County Medical Assoc iation, a past 
Governor of th e California H eart Associa­
tion and at present is a Governor of The 
Stanford University Medical Alumni Associ­
ation and a member of the American l\1edical 
Association. 

Dr. P oll and has been a st amp collecto r for 
~ bo ut 40 yea rs. His special interes ts a re 
Early U. S. and W es tern Americana. H e 
has been affiliated w ith many stamp socie­
ties both na tional and region al. This is his 
fi rst attempt a t philatelic writing. Besides 
philately, Dr. P oll and raises camelli as to gain 
respite from hi s heavy medical schedule. 
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EARLY AMERICAN PERFORATING 

MACHINES AND PERFORATIONS 
1857-1867 

By WINTHROP S. BOGGS 

(Continu ed from Page 80) 
The Stamps Perforated by American 
Machines - 1857-67 

H avi ng discussed the construction and 
mechanism of th e ea rly perforating ma­
chines used in the U nited States, now we 
come to the second part of our study, w hich 
is an examina tion of th e stamps perfo rated 
by thrse machin es from 1857 to 1867 in ­
clu sive. 

As we have seen, Toppan, Carpenter & 
Co., imported th e fi rst ro t a ry perfora ting 
m achin e from Bem rose & Sons of Derby, 
England , for use on U nited States stamps. 
The perforating of th ese st amps began la te 
in 1856 if not soone r, as th e 3c was issued in 
February 1857, foJlowed by th e 1c in July of 
th a t yea r. These sta mps are of particular 
interest for three reasons, as th ey are: 

1. the first sta mps regularly issued pe r­
fo r ated in America. 

2. the onl y ones having a 15 gauge per­
fora t ion. 

3. the only ones perfora ted by a Bern rose 
m achin e in its origin al st ate( 18). 

In 1858, Toppan, Carpenter & Co. along 
wi th eight other bank note companies, me rged 
to form the American B ank ote Co. As 
we have noted, a new m achin e ga uging 
"11 y,!" (11.60) was m ade to perforate 
sheets of 100 (IO x 10) of the st amps of 
Canada, for which R awdon, Wright, Hatch 
& Edson held the contrac t. 

Our nex t step therefore is to study the 
perforations of the st amps made by the 
American B ank Note Company to 1867 in­

clusive. Below we list in chronological or-
TH E COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX IIl , 
der th e countries and st amps which were pro­
duced by them as fo llows: ( rn) 

1858 Canada 
112 prose #1 1 
3 p red # 11 
6 p brown violet # 1 3 

1859 Canada 
1 c rose #14 
2 c rose #20 
5 c vermilion #15 
1 0 c black brown # 1 6 
1 0 c red lilac # 17 
1 2 V2 c green # 1 8 
17 c blue #19 

I 860 New Brunswick 
1 c red lilac #6 
2 c orange #7 
5 c (Connell ) #5 
5 c green #8 
10 c vermil ion #9 
12 V2 c blue # 10 
17 c black #11 

(18) It is interestin!( to not e th at in 1891 Bemrose 
& Sons, Ltd . were printe rs of the Rail wav Letter Fee 
stamps fo r t he fo ll owing rai l wa ys: Brecon° & Merthyr, 
Cheshire Lines, East & West Junction, Midland, 
Somerset & Dorset, South E astern & Chatham, Taff 
\ 'ale, and West Lancashire. The stamps were perfo­
rated 1 0 or 11. In all probabili ty Bemrose u sed 
rotary perforators. British stud ents may be ab le to 
determine this point definitel y. These stamps went 
out of use in 1941 . See "R ail way Letter Stamps of 
Great Britain" in "The Encyclopaedia of Briti sh 
Empire Postage Stamps, Volume I , Great Britain and 
the Empire in Europe", Second Edition, 1952, pub­
li shed by R obson Lowe, Ltd., London , Engl and. A lso 
''The Rail way Letter Stamps of Great Britain 189 1 -

4 1 ", by A. ]. Ecclestone and Sydney R . Turn er, Part 
1, 19+6: Part ll , 1949; Part Ill , 1953. Privately 
printed. 

(19 ) All cata logue numbers arc from the Standard 
Postage Stamp Ca talogue, Vol. I , 195+ Edition , Scott 
Publications, New York. 
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EARLY AMERI CAN P ERFORAT I NG NlACHlNES 
1860 Nova Scotia 
I c black #8 
2 c lilac #9 
5 c blue # 10 
8 V2 c green # l l 
10 c vermilion # 12 
1 2 V2 c black # l 3 

1862 Nicaragua 
2 c blue #1 
5 c bl ack #2 

1863 Costa Rica 
112 r b lue #1 
2 r scarlet # 2 
4 r green #3 
1 p orange #4 

1864 Mexico 
l r red # 14 
2 r blue # 15 
4 r brown # 16 
l p black # 17 

1865 Newfoundland 
2 c green #24 
5 c brown #25 
5 c black #26 
l 0 c black #27 
12 c red brown #28 
13 c orange #30 
24 c blue #31 

1866 Brazil 
10 r vermilion #53 
20 r red lilac #54 
50 r blue #56 
80 r slate violet #57 
l 00 r green #58 
200 r black #59 
500 r orange #60 

1866 Peru 
5 c green # 16 
l 0 c vermilion # 17 
20 c brown # l 8 

1867 Argentine 
5 c vermilion # 18 
l 0 c green # 21 
15 c blue #19 

1867 Chile 
·1 c orange # l 5 
2 c black # 16 
5 c red # 17 
10 c blue #18 
20 c green # 1 9 

1867 Salva dor 
\ 12 r blue # 1 
l r red #2 
2 r green #3 
4 r bistre #4 

A total of 61 stamps. 

In our s tudies we found evidence that a 
third perforating machine was introduced, 
sometime during r 863 . The existence of 
two m achines, one gauging r r }4'. ( r r.60) and 
THE CO
the other 12 ( 11.85 ) had been proved by 
stu dents of the 1859 issue of Canada( 20 ). 

Ho\\·ever, the existence of a third m achine 
hitherto has been unsusp ected. A s mentioned 
in the first portion , the lnstanta Gauge( 15) 

is used to measure these sm all differences in 
perforation. According to thi s gauge the 
three mechines perforate slightly different 
gauges as follows: 

fntrodu ced November 1858 
Tntroduced la te 1861 or early 

1862 
fntrodu ced late 1862 or ea rly 

1863 

11.60( 21 ) 

I 1.85 

I I.95 

Thus there are nin e possihle perforation 
va rieties obtainable from th ese three ma­
chines, as they were used together during 
the yea rs 1 863 , 186+, and 186 5. 

The introduction of th e second m achi ne is 
definitely indicated by a le tte r to the Cana­
di an P. 0. Department as follows.( 22 ) 

March 28 , '62 

Dear Sir, 
We h ave received your favor of 2+th inst. 

We have now in co urse of preparation a 
large quantity of Five Cent Stamps, from 
\\·hich we shall send you a supply on W ed nes­
day next, 2d April. 

The demand for stamps from you r D e­
partment, and th e D epa rtm ents in T\ ova 
Scotia and New Brunswick, h as been , of 
late, so much g reater than usu al. that we 
h ave deemed it necessa ry to increase our fa­
c ilities for producing them. The conse­
quent cha nge s in our m achinery have caused 
delays on you r r ecent orders, \\·hich ,,·ill not 
occur H"hen our new arrangements are com­
pleted. 

Very R espectfully. 

(Sg:d.) F. W. EDMONDS, Secy. 
w. R. BLISS 

Wm. White, Esq. Sec. 
P . 0. Dept . Quebec. 

po) Notably Sen. James A. Calder, whose st udies 
hn \ ' C been confirmed by later student s. See 11 London 
Philateli st". Yol. +S, 1939, p. 58ff. 

(:!l ) Sec "Postag-c Stamps an d Postal Hi story of 
Canada" , by Winthrop S. Boggs, Chambers 19+5 , 
\'ol. I, p. 170, Vol. IT, Appendix H 72. 

( :!:! ) Op. cit. Appendix H, No. 103. 
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Fi g . 16. Thi s "reconstruction" of a rota ry perforator modeled af te r the Bemrose machine 
shows that in the case of the 1859 issue of Canada the w heels of the perforator were as close 
together on the shaft as was possible, and in fact the counterpart wheels a t least must have 
been somewhat narrower by about l 0 % or more than on the original Bemrose machine. 

It was during the examin ation of the 
stamps of l\ova Scotia, in cluding many cove rs 
th at n·e beca me an·are of the third machine 
and its approximate date of introduction. 

This caused us to examine a quantity of the 
1859 issue of Canada. The results were 
as fo ll on·s: 

1859 Canada Perforat ions 
Perforations De nominations. 

l c 2c Sc l Oc l2 1h c l 7c 
11.60 x 11.60 x x x* x x 
l l.60 x 11.85 x x 
11.60 x 11.95 x 
l 1.85 x 11.85 x x x x x x 
l l. 85 x l l.60 x x x 
l l.85 x 11.95 x x x x 
11.95 x 11.95 x x x x x 
11 95 x 11 .60 x x x x 
11.95 x 11 .85 x x x x x 

*The 1oc black brown is pcrf. 11.6o x 11.60 on ly. 
THE COLLECTORS CL\JB PHILATELIST , \ "O L. XXXlll , 1'0. 3 147 
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In 1860 th e fir st new decimal currency 
stamps of Nova Scoti a and New Brunswick 
we re issued. The first deliveries were 
perforated I I .60 x I I .60. All were printed 

le 2c 
1860 ( May 29 ) 250,000 

(Oct. 6) 
1862 400,000 
1863 1,000,000 
1864 500,000 
1866 

l , 150,000 1,000,000 

The letter quoted above reflects th e I 862 
order for 2,700,000 stamps. By eliminating 
the last two zeros we obtain the number of 

in shee ts of 100 (IO x JO) . 
Donald A. King in his "The Stamps of 

Nova Scotia" ( 2:{) gives the following helpful 
t abl e of deliveries: 

5c 8 % c 10c 12 V2 c 
750,000 500,000 200,000 

200,000 
1 ,000,000 400,000 500,000 400,000 

1,200,000 
1,000,000 
3,950,000 600,000 1,000,000 600,000 

shee ts in any of the above given qu antities. 
W e tabula te th e results of our checking 

th e perforations of the Tova Scotia stamps: 

1860 - 67 Nova Scotia Perforations 

Perforations 
1 c 2c 

11.60 x 11.60 x 
11.60 x 11 .85 
11.60 x 11.95 x 
11 .85 x 11 .85 x x 
11.85 x 11 .60 x x 
11 .85 x 11.95 x 
11.95 x 11.95 
11.95 x 11 .60 x x 
11.95 x 11.85 x x 

The covers examined were of help in 
showing how ea rly a perforation was in use. 
The most import ant was the 120c perforat­
ed l 1.85 x I 1.85 dated February 20, 1862, 
which would indicate this perforation was in 
use in late 1861 or ea rly 1862. Further th e 
2c was placed on sale in May 1863, ye t the 
11 .95 perforation occurs on this stamp, thus 

Denom inations 
Sc 8 Vz c 1 Oc 12 Vz c 
x x x x 

x 
x x x x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

showing th at this m achine " ·as introduced 
sometime late in 1862 or early 1863. Further 
study will probably result in th e more ac­
cur ate dating of th e introduction of the 
I I .95 perfo r ator. 

In th e case of New Brunswick, Mr. King's 
a rticl e ( 2~) gives us only the quantities of 
th e first delivery. 

le 2c 
200,000 500 ,000 

Sc(Connell )* Sc(Green ) lOc 
500,000 200,000 400,000 

21 V2c l 7c 
100,000 

Once again by dropping the last two zeros 
we get the qu antity of sheets. 

The 2c was not issued until :May 1863, 

and in this in st ance we must rely on our 
exa min a tion of th e stamps to determine the 
perfo r a tions. 

Perforations 

1860- 67 New Brunswic k Perforations 

Denominations. 
le 2c Sc(Connell)* Sc(Greene) 1 Oc 21 Vz c l 7c 

x 11 .60 x 11 .60 
11.60 x 11. 85 
11.60 x 11 .95 
11 .85 x 11 .85 
11.85 x 11.60 
11 .85 x 11.95 
11.95 x 11.95 
11.95 x 11.60 
11 .95 x 11 .85 

* The 5c (Conn el I ) 

x 
x 

x 

x 

is perf. 11 .6ox 1 1.60 onl y. 

(23) "Stanl ev Gibbons 1\lonthlv Jounrnl " Y o!. \ ' , 
1 89~ . p. 4~· 

x 
x 

x 

x x 

x 

x 

( ~4) "Sta nl ey G ibbons J\lonthly J ournal" \'ol. V., 
1 89 ~ . p. I 36. 
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Turning now to Nicaragua, the 1862 issue 
was au th orized by a decree of September 9, 
1862 , the order for printing given to the 
American Bank Note Company, and the 
stamps appea red in D ecember. W e quote 
from "The Stamps of Nicaragua" by J oseph 
B. L eavy( 25 ) : 

"These st amps have been erroneo usly 
cata log ued as being perforated 11 0 . The 
Am erican Bank No te Company never used 
any perforatin g machines except th ose th a t 
perfo rated r 2. The perforations of a good 
many of the st amps will be fou nd to measure 
J 1 y;, due undoubtedly to a contractin g of 
th e paper"*. 

"* H aving meas ured th e perforations of 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXX llI ,
strips of th e 2c of 1862, and the rc of 1871, I 
agree th e re is no appreciable difference in 
gauge. On the ea rlier stamps I find 59 
hol es in a space of 100 mm. and on the later 
590 holes in th e same space! I doubt how­
ever, whether any contr ac tion of the paper 
would take place af ter the sheets were per­
forated , as th ey mu st h ave been thoroughly 
dried previous to th at operation. Ed. 
G. S. W." 

Mr. L eavy and Maj. E. B . Evans were on 
th e ve rge of di scovering th e difference be­
tween th e r 1.60 and I r.85 perforations, but 
th e shrink age fa ll acy stood in the way. We 
shall have mo re to say on this later. 

Again we t abul ate the r esults of our study: 
1862 - Nicaragua Perforat ions 

2c 5c 
( 1862) ( 1862) 

11 .60 x 11.60 x 
l l.60 x 11 .85 
11 .60 x 11.95 
11 .85 x 11 .85 x 
11 .85 x 11 .60 
l l.85 x 11.95 x 
l l .95 x 11 .95 
11.95 x 11 .60 
11 .95 x 11.85 

x 

x 

x 

l Oc 25c le 
( 1869) ( 1869) ( 1871 ) 

x x x 

x 
x x 

x x 
Th eore t ica lly compounds of the r r.60 ma­
chine do not ex ist, as thi s machine was re­
tired prior to th e seco nd pri ntin gs of the 2c 
and 5c, and th e iss ue of th e Jc, roe and 25c. 
Thus the first issue of l\ica ragua can be told 
by th e perforations-alw;;ys being r r.60 x 
11 .60. 

Costa Rica is th e nex t country to conside r. 
Its firs t stamps appea red ea rl y in 1863 . 

In J9.J.9 , lVIr. R . J. l\I echin and Sr. Alex 
A. Cohen contributed a most important arti­
cle on this issue to th e COLLECTORS CLUB 
PHILATELIST (2G). 

In the second portion of thi s a rticle( 27 ), 

there appears an important chronology and 
table conce rnin g th e production and delivery 
of these st amps. W e quote :-

"O ctobe r I I , J 862-0rder entered in rec­
ord book for engraving plates for 0 and 2 
real s st amps and printing 2500 impressions 
of each denom ina ti on, perforating and gu m­
ming" . 

(2:'i)"Cibbons Stamp W eek ly" \'al. X, 1909, Jul y 
3, p. 6. 
" J anu ary 17 , J863-Bi ll to Costa Rica P ost 
Office Depar tment for engraving pl a tes for 
0 and 2 reals st amps and printing 2500 im­
pressions of each denomin ation and tin and 
wood box". 

September 30, J863-0rder entered in rec­
ord book for engrav ing pla tes for 4 re ales 
and 1 peso stamps, and printing 200 sheets 
of .J. reals, and JOO sheets of r peso". 

" O ctober 8, 1863-Letter from Secreta ry 
of Th e American Bank Note Company to 
Luis Molina, Legation of Costa Rica, W ash­
ington , D . C., notifying of stamps ready for 
shipment. (-t reals and I peso) . 

" September 1865- 0rd er entered in rec­
ord book for printing 5000 impressions of 
0 rea l and 2 reals each. 500 impressions 
of .J. reals and 250 impress ions of r peso". 

L et us now co nstruct a t able as fo llows: 

( 2G ) Costa Rica, Fir st Postage Stamps of 1863 , 
COLLl-:C TOR S CLUB PHILATELIST, ' rol. XXVII, 1948 , 
No. 2, 3, ~ · 

( 27 ) cou.E CTOR S c LUH PHILATELI ST, Vol. XXVII, 
.fulv 19~8, pp. 25 /2 7. 
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Order of Sh ipped 
Oct . 11 , 1862 Feb. 7 , 1863 
Sept. 30, 1863 Nov. 3 , 1863 
Sept. 186S Oct. 14 , 186S 
Sept . 186S Nov. 20 , 186S 

Except for the 0 rea l th ere n ·e re no fur­
th e r printi ngs of th ese st amps. 

T n exa minin g a numbe r of th e st amps of 
th is iss ue we found th e fo ll ow ing :-

1863 Costa Rica Perfora tions 
lf2r 2r 4r lp 

11.60 x 11 .60 x x x 
11 .60 x l I .8S x 
11.60 x l l. 9S 
l l .8S x I l .8S x x x 
l l .8S x 11.60 
l l. 8S x l l .9S x 
l l .9S x l l .9S x x 
l l. 9S x 11 .60 
l l. 9S x l l .8S x 

Thus it can he seen that th e fir st printings 
of th e 0 r and 2r can be dis tingui shed by 
th e pe rforation 11 .60 x 11.60. 

A similar situ a tion exis ts in th e 186+ issu e 
of M ex ico. and th e 1865 iss ue of ]\ e\\"foun d­
land . The o rd e rs fo r th ese st amps w e re no 
dou bt in th e h and s of th e B ank l\ ote Com­
pany late 1 863. and th e middle of 1865 re­
spectively. 

The perfo r atio ns \\"e fou nd on th e st amps 
" ·e exa min ed of th ese iss ues w e re as fo ll ows: 

V2 r 2 r 4 r p 
2 SO,OOO 2SO.OOO 

20 ,000 10,000 
200,000 200,000 S0,000 2 S,OOO 
300,000 300,000 

7SO.OOO 7S0.000 70,000 3S.OOO 

1864 Mexico Perfo rations 
Perfo ra t ion Ir 2r 4 r l p 
l l .60 x l l .60 
l l .60 x l l .8S 
l I .60 x l l .9S 
l l. 8S x l l. 8S 
l l.8S x l 1.60 
l l .8S x l l .9S x 
l l .9S x l l .9S x x x x 
l l .9S x 11.60 x x x 
I l .9S x 11 .8S x x 

The re n·e re tn·o printings, first in 1 863, 
a nd aga in in 1867. The st amps h avi ng an 
1 1.60 perforation a re from th e fi r st printing. 
The othe rs m ay be from th e first printing but 
most lik ely th ey a re from th e la ter 1867 
supply. 

Some tim e in 1865 th e 11 .60 m achin e was 
app a rently di sca rd ed , or fitted with wheels 
,,·hich make it impossible to distingu ish from 
th e 11.85 or 11 .95 m achin es. Consequ ently 
th e la te r s t amps will he found in on lr four 
varie ti es of perforation. viz:-

11.85 x I 1.85 
I 1.85 X I 1.95 
I 1.95 X I J.95 
I 1.95 X I 1.85 

1865 Newfoundland Perforations 
Perforations Denominations. 

2c Sc brown Sc black l Oc black l 2c red brn. l 3c 24c 
l l .60 x 11 .60 
11 .60 x l l .8S x 
l l.60 x l l .9S 
l l. 8S x l l .8S x x x x x x 
l l.8S x 11 .60 
l l .8S x l l .9S 
l l .9S x l l .9S x 
l l .9S x 11.60 
l l .9S x l l .8S x x 

Braz il, July 1, 1866 (~S) 
l Or 20r SOr 80 r lOOr 200 r SOOr 

l l .8S x l l .8S x x x 
l l .8S x l l .9S x 
l l .9S x l l .9S x x 
l l .9S x l l .8S x 

Peru 1866 Argentine ( ::n ) 1867 
Sc l Oc 20c 

l l .8S x l l .8S x x x Sc lOc l Sc 
l l.8S x l l .9S x l l .8S x l l .8S x x 
l l.9S x l l.9S x l l .8S x l l .9S x 

( :.! 8) 'T'hc first· orde r "as entere d in Fe bruary 18 66 . 
a1al shipped April 27. 1866. Sec Bra z il. Dom Pe<lro 
Iss ue!', hy Dr. Clarence \.\ ". Hcm~a n. "Ame ri can Phi ­
la1e l i<t 0' \ "ol. .i; . . \l arch 19 3 2, p. 270. 

( :.!!.l ) A lthoug h iss ue<l in 1867-68. th e nctual manu ­
facture took place in i'llarch 1867 . See ·•st anl ey 
Gibbon s :\l on1h lv J ou rn a l " \ ' ol. XX. 1912. p. 91 / 6, 
2 ~6 / 7. 
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1867 Chile Perforations 

Perforations Denominations. 
1 c 2c Sc lOc 20c 

11 .8S x l 1.8S x x x x 
1 l. 8S x 1 l.9S x x x 
11.9S x 1 l .9S x x x x 
11.9S x 11 .8S x x x 

Salvador, June, 1 867 ( 30) 

V2r lr 2r 4r 
l 1.8 S x l 1.8S x x x 
l l .8 S x 1 l .9S x x x x 
l l .9 S x l 1.9S x x x x 
l l .9S x l 1.8 S x 

H aving examined the work of the Ameri­
can Bank Note C o., we now turn to th at of 
its vigorous competitor , the Nation al B ank 
Note Co., inco rpor ated in N ovember I859. 
A lth ough during th e 1861-67 period it printed 
st amps fo r only two countries, namely the 
U nited States and H awaii, th e qu antity of 
s t amps printed was in excess of th at of the 
American Bank Note Co. , amounting to 
abou t 2,000,000 shee ts of 200 st amps annu­
all y. W e list herewith th e st amps made by 
th is company: 

United States 1861-67 

W e li st th ese acco rdi ng to Scott and Gib-
hons Type numbers, as th ese des igns ex ist in 
a number of var ieties all with th e same pe r-
£o rations. 

l c Scott Type A24a ,A24 Gibbons 
2c Scott Type A32 Gibbons 
3c Scott Type A2Sa,A2S Gibbons 
Sc Scott Type A26a,A26 Gibbons 

1 Oc Scott Type A27a,A27 Gibbons 
l 2c Scott Type A28a ,A28 Gi bbons 
l Sc Scot t Type A33 Gi bbons 
24c Scot t Type A29 Gi bbons 
30c Scott Type A30 Gibbons 
90c Scott Type A3 l a,A3 1 Gibbons 

Hawaii 1864 

2c ve rm ilion #3 1 
Sc blue #3 2 

Type 12 
Type 19 
Type 12 
Type 13 
Type 14 
Type l S 
Type 20 
Type 16 
Type 17 
Type 18 

In th is instance, alth ough we h ave checked 
a la rge numbe r of stamps perforated by this 
company, we have found two sligh tly d if­
f erent gauges of perforation, namely, I 1.85 
and 11.95. T here is no doubt that th e vol­
ume of st amps prod uced by th e Na tional 
Bank No te Company requ ired several ma-

(30) See J oseph B. Lea v y, Stamps of Sa lva dor, 
" Sta nl ey G ibbon s Monthl y J ourna l", ( Vol. XVIII , 
p. 62) . 
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chines in th e perforating section . Further­
more th e existence of the same perforation 
ga uges th at occur on the second and third 
American B ank No te Co.'s mach ines points 
to a co mm on outside manufacturer. We 
might also point out that the National B ank 
Note C omp any machines eith er functioned 
extremely w ell or their operators w ere more 
skill ed, as we fi nd th e perfor ating to be more 
clean cut and precise . 

le 
2c 
3c 
Sc 

lOc 
12c 
1 Sc 
24c 
30c 
90c 

2c 
Sc 

1861-67 - United States Perforations 

1 l .8S 1 l .8S x 11 .95 l 1.9S l l .9S x 11 .8S 

x x x 
x x 
x x x x 
x x 
x x x x 
x x 
x x 
x x x 
x x x 
x x x x 

1864-66 - Hawaii Perforations 

11 .8 S l 1.8S x 1 l .9S 1 l .9S l l .9S x 1 l .8S 
x x 

x x 

A s our reade rs may recall when discuss ing 
N icar agua, th e paper shr ink age fa ll acy stood 
in th e way of early r ecognition of th e two 
varieties of perfor ation on th ose st amps. 
Th erefo re, because some of our r eaders may 
qu estion th e class ifyi ng of such sli ght differ­
ences of perfo ration gauge as one-t enth or 
two-tenth s, but beli ev ing th at paper shrinkage 
is th e reason fo r these diffe rences, we point 
out th e following consider ations: 

1st . If th ese va ri a t ions a re du e to paper 
shrink age, w hy do we not find all g r adations 
of intermedi ate perforations such as 11.65, 
I 1.70, 11.75, I1.80, 11.90 or 12.00 o r such 
co mpo und s as 11.60 x 11.7 5, etc. ? W e h ave 
only fo un d I 1.60, 11.85, or r 1.95 pe rforations 
on the A merican Bank Note Company's wo rk, 
and I 1.85 o r I 1.95 on the Na ti onal Bank 
No te Co.'s. 

2nd. Line-engr aved stamps dur ing th e 
per iod under conside ra tion were always 
printed on damp pape r , on hand presses w ith 
inks that in th emselves we re so mewhat 
liquid . Wh en th e wet shee t re moved fro m 
the press was dried , it sh r ank to a g reater or 
lesse r degree. Af ter being d r ied, it was 
aga in w et ted to some extent by th e gum-
 NO. 3 151 
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ming process, and dried the second time, per­
h aps aga in shrinking slightly more. 

Thus it can be seen th at the sheets were 
pre-shrunk before they went to the perfor­
ating machines. L a ter wettings by collect­
o rs would have little effect. There is a limit 
to which shrinking occurs; if th at were not 
so, th e st amp would <'ventu ally disappear. 
Stamps a re kn own to disappear but not from 
shrink age. Any one can think of other 
stamps to illustrate this point. The 10d 
Canada for instance is known with wide or 
n a rrow impressions due to shrinkage, but we 
have neve r had one shrink measurably after 
we soaked it. 

Furthermore, these st amps were printed on 
a paper mad e of co tton and / or linen rags. 
To apply an eve ryday analogy, our cotton or 
linen garments shrink th e first tim e they a re 
washed, and to a slight ex tent th e second 
time, but successive later washings appar­
ently have no noticeable effect, a circum­
stance which is perhaps for tun ate for all con­
cerned . 

Now to su mm arize our study of th e per­
forations of the American B ank Note Com­
pany, from I858 to 1867 inclusive . W e con­
clude th at : 

I. The fi rst machine that the comp any 
used, began ope ra tions Nove mber 23 rd 1858, 
on 1000 sheets of Canada 0 P, which were 
shipped two days la ter. The perforations of 
this machine gauge I 1.60. 

2. Late in 1861 o r by J anu a ry I862 a 
second machin e was introduced, the pe r fora­
tions from thi s machin e ga ugi ng l I.85. 

3. About a yea r la ter a third m achine was 
introduced, the perfora tions of wh ich gauge 
l 1.95. 
152 THE COLL
+· Sometime in 1865 the first machine 
ei th er was discarded o r equipped wi th new 
wheels ga uging I r.85 or I 1.95, for the I 1.60 
perforation does not appear to occur after 
1865. 

5. The 11 .85 machine was r eserved for 
the Briti sh P rov inces unt il late 1863, as the 
fir st N icaragua and Costa Rica st amps do 
not appear w ith I 1.60 compou nd s. 

From these conclusions we make the fol­
lowing observa tions: 

1. The fi rst printing of New Brunswick 
1860 a re perforated 1 I.60 x 1 r.60. There­
fore gen uin e Co nnell stamps on ly occur w ith 
this perforation. 

2. The first printing of Nova Scotia 1860 
a re perforated I I .60 x 1 I .60. 

3. The I 862 printings of the 2c and 5c of 
th e first issue of N icaragua are perforated 
I I .60 X I I .60. 

4. The first pri ntings of Costa Rica 1863 
0 R and 2R are perforated l 1.60 x l 1.60. 

5. Any stamps of th e 1864 issue of Mexico 
perforated 11.60 either ve rtically or hori­
zontall y o r th e 1865 issue of Newfo undl and 
are from the fi rst printings. 

6. The stamps of A rgentina, Brazil, C hile, 
P eru and Salvador not being made until 
1865 o r later a re perforated only l 1.85, 
1 I .95 and compou nd s of these. 

Varieties of Perforating 

We have now finished two portions of our 
study. There remains the third which has 
to do with the varieties of perforating as dis­
tinguished from the varieties of perforation. 
The first varie ty of perforating is impedo­
rate horizonta lly or ve rt ically as the case 
may be. We note th ose listed in English 
language catalogues : 
Un ited States 

I mperforate Horizon tally 1857 le - Type v - 24c (lD ) 
3c -Type I -25b 
3c-Type II -#26c 

1861 le - -63d 
3c- -#65d 
Sc- -#67d 

l Oc - -#68b 
1867 3c - 9 x 13 grill -#94c 

I mperforate Ve rt ical ly 1857 3c - Type I -#25a 
3c - Type II - #26b 

1873 3c - - #158 h 

(Th e S. G. Catalogue also li sts 1862 - 2c # 146e- Var . of Scott's #63) 
ECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XX..\'.Ill, KO . 3 



EARLY AMERICAN P E RFORATI NG MA C HINES 
Canada 
I mperforate Horizontall y 1859 

New Brunswick 
I mperforate Vertically 1860 

Nova Scotia 
I mperforate Vert ica ll y 1860 

Nicaragua 
I mpe rforate Verticall y 1869 

Costa Rica 
I mperforate Horizontall y 1863 

I mperforate Verticall y 

Bra:z: il 
lmperforate Vert ica ll y 1866 

12 1/2c - -#18c 

l c -#6b 

le -#8c 

- lOc -#6a 

h r -3a 
2r - 4a 

VH -3b 
2r -4a 

200R -59a 
The explana tion of th ese va rieties is simple 
enough. The sheet was only passed through 
th e machin e in one direction, and by error or 
ca relessness fai led to be put through in the 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXXIII, 
oth er direction. 
The next variety is that of horizontal or 

ver tical pairs Impe1·forate between . We list 
th ose appear ing in the cat alogues:-
United States 

Horizon tal pairs imperforate between 
1857 - l c - Type 111 A Plate IV 

3c - Type II 
22b (19) 

26d 
#36b l 2c - Black 

1873- 3c-
10c -

-# 158i 
-# 161d 
In Canada there is only one such variety, 
n amely th e 1882, Y,c black No. 34b-which 
only occurs in horizontal pairs. Observe 
that no ve rtical pairs imper fo r ate between 
are listed. Also that only th e United States 
and Canadian stamps exis t wi th this va­
riety. er). Before offering an explanation 
of this va riety, we call attention to cer­
t ain facts abo ut the sheet make-up and the 
construction of the perforating machine. 

It was the usual practice to first perfo­
rate the sheets vertically, but not to divide 
th e panes du ring that operation. 

The sheets of 200 or 300 already perfo­
r ated vertically-but impe1·forat e between 
the panes were then perfo rated horizontally. 

(31 ) The Stan ley Gibbons Cata logue li sts several 
other variet ies, but we do not think t lrnt t he desc rip­
tion in this cata log-u e is prec ise enou gh bet w een im­
perforate horizontally or vcrtica l1 y, and imperforate 
between. Compare Nova Scotia Scott No. Sc with 
S. G. No. 18a . We have see n a block of Scott 
No. Sc, and suggest that S. G. No. 18a is the same 
variety, not an imperforate between pair . Tt is also 
difficult to be certa in whether New Brunsw ick S. G. 
No. 12a is imperforate vertical l y or an imperforate 
between pairs but we are inclined to believe the first. 
Now the gu tter between th e panes was not 
perforated on any work of th e Nation al, 
Cont ine nt al, o r American Bank Nate Com­
panies. Toppan , Carpen te r & Co. did not 
perforate th e gut te rs on sheets from the 
plates for imperforate st amps. Th ese were: 

le - Pl 
3c-PI 
Sc-Pl 

l Oc-PI 
12c-PI 

to IV, and possibly V 
to IX 

The late r T oppan, Carpenter & Co. plates 
made for perforated stamps did not h ave the 
panes separated by so wide a gutter, so th at 
th e sheets from th ese plates could be and 
were sometime s perforated down the gutter . 

Let us now refer to th e perforating m a­
chine. In order to perforate a sheet of 
twenty st amps wide, there would h ave to be 
twe nty-one perforating w heels . These 
would perforate completely a sheet verti­
cally. H owever, as pointed out ea rlie r, the 
vast maj o rity of sheets were not perforated 
down th e division between the panes-hence 
our lef t or right straight edges on the U nited 
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EARLY AMERICAN PERFORATING MA C HIN ES 
States st amps from 1857 to 1889. The panes 
were not cut apart until a fter all the perfo­
r a ting was co mpleted. Therefore, the shaft 
I 54 THE COLL
with the perforating w heels had twenty 
such wheels, arranged in two groups of ten 
sepa rated by a space of two st amps, thus : 
1111111111 I 11111111 I 
The Explanation : 

Accordin g to Fig. I, item C, and the de­
scription, page 3, lines 24 to 30-"The paper 
or oth e r ma terial to be perforated or orna­
mented ,-is laid upon the fi xed bed or table 
A , which is supported by brackets cast on 
the side st and a rds B, B , of th e Machine, and 
is fitted w ith a movable gauge C , against th e 
edge of which th e sheet is placed, and pushed 
forward unti l it comes in contact with the 
punchi ng or perforati ng ro llers D , E, when 
it is ca rried forward and perforated. " 

From thi s desc ription , it can be seen th at 
if the movabl e ga uge C was shifted too far 
to left or ri ght , the sheet \Yould be perforat ed 
too fa r to left o r righ t ; but where the shift 
was equ al to one vertical row of stamps, 
the dividing line betv.-een the panes would be 
perfor ated and another vertical row between 
th e stamps ,.,·ou ld be imperforate. When th e 
shee ts w ere properly st acked and cut apart. 
one pane of one sheet would h ave a ve rtical 
column of ten horizontal pairs imperforate 
between. 

From this it can be seen why part perfo­
r a te pairs only occur in horizontal pairs, and 
only on st amps printed in two panes of IO x 
IO + IO x IO. The American Bank Note 
Company's perforators were for sheets of 
100 (IO x IO), w hile the perfo r a tors of 
T oppan , Carpenter & Co., The National 
Bank Note Co. were for ~heets of 200 st amps. 
There a re no straight edges on th e sheets of 
IOO , whereas on th e shee ts of 200 or more 
th ey a re usual. 

The nex t varieties for conside r ation a re: 

Double and W ild Perforations 

Aside from th e part perforate vanet1es, 
th er e a re double and wild perforations. The 
double perforations are comp aratively com­
mon. Th ey occur on stamps which were 
handfed shee t by shee t through the perfo­
rating machines-pa rticula rly th e manu ally 
opera ted machin es. 
g~IB~llBi!~!.fJ . . . . . . . . 
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I 
I 

Fig . 17 . Doubl e ve rt ica l perforations fo r about % to % of each stamp. The ope rato r proba­
bly s tarted to fe ed the sheet into the machine from the bottom . Finding it was not a li gned' 
correctl y, the machine was reve rsed and the shee t again inse rted co rrec tly . 
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EARLY AMER I C AN PE R FORATING MACHINES 
Our illustr ations show two examples of 
<louble perforations on the U. S. 3c I857 
(Figs. 17 & 18). It w ill be seen that the 
double perforation termin ates abruptly. We 
beli eve th ese varieties a re due to the sheet 
being fed inco rrectly into the perfora tor , and 
upon discovery of th e error th e operator re­
versed the machine, and the shee t was with­
drawn. It was then r efed co rrectly, a por­
tion of th e sheet thus being doubly perfo­
rated. In our obse rv ations, double perfo ra­
tion s a re much more frequent paralleling the 
long side r ath e r th an the short side of a 
stamp. Thus th e format of th e sheets and 
th e st amps contribute to the occurrence of 
double perforations. See also Figs. 19 & 20. 

Wild Perforations : 

Wild perforations are of minor interest. 
A freque nt cause is th e corner of a sheet be­
ing fo ld ed over or a crease being in a sheet 
du ring th e perforating opera tion. When the 
fold is opened out, th e resultant perforation 
would be diagonal o r a right angle, or even 
zig-zag depending on th e fo ld s. 

Blind Perforations from Manually 
Operated Machines 

Blind perforations occur when the punches 
and the cou nterparts were wo rn . The re­
sult is th at th e discs of perforation were 
only partially punched out, th e pins push­
ing th e discs as ide in stead of shea ring them, 
as a result discs still adhere in th e holes 
afte r the perforating is completed . Some­
times a perforating pin would drop ou t . Each 
pin was individually set in th e wheel fo r easy 
repl acement. 

We would point out, however, th a t the 
oblique thru st occurring between th e wheels 
on a rotary perforator are more likely to 
cause wear than th e direct vertical thrust of 
a stroke perforator. Blind perforations still 
occur on mode rn rotary perforators, where­
as the mode rn stroke perforators produce 
extraordinarily uniform results. 

Compound Perforations 

As far as rotary machines are concerned, 
the existence of compound perforation on a 
stamp is evidence th a t two m achines did the 
perforating. For instance, the 1859 issue of 
Canada occurs perforated I 1.60 x I 1.85, 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, 
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Ph oto B outrelle 

Fig. l 8 . Reverse of a block of fou r 3c 1857 , 
show ing another examp le of double vertical 
perforations ending abruptly. 

Photo B ou trelle 

Fig. 19. A l 2c 186 1 showing doub le ve rtica l 
perfo ration at left . If the left margin were 
torn off there is no doubt that many "experts" 
would tell you that t he sta mp was "re-per­
forated", although opinions would vary as to 
which was the re-perfo rated s ide. 

I 1.85 X I 1.60, l 1.60 X I 1.95, l I.95 X l I.60, 
I 1.85 x l 1.95, and l 1.95 x l 1.85. The l 1.85 
perfora tion first appears in 1862, and indi­
cate s th at the American B ank Note Co. had 
a new machine which was se t to perforate 
the sheets one way, while th e old 11.60 ma­
chines was set to perforate the shee ts the 
other way. Up to 1862 one machine was 
undoubtedly enough to do all th e perforating 
required. By 1862, however , th e company 
was perforating the stamps of New Bruns­
wick, Nova Scotia and Nicaragua. In I863 
Costa Rica and Mexico were added. This 
NO. 3 155 



EARLY AM E RICAN PERFORATING MACHINES 
Court esy of Th e Philatelic Fo 1111dation 

Fig. 20. Nova Scotia 8 V2c, 1860, double 
vertical perforation on each side extending al­
most al l the way to the top . 

increased volume of stamp orders necessi­
tated an additional machin e, r ath er th an the 
process of adj usting th e one machine to per­
forating th e sheets one way, and then ad­
justing it again to perforate the other way. 

The possibility of th e machine h aving some 
of th e wheels and counterp arts of a differ ­
ent gauge th an others-say three wheels 
perforating r r.6o and eigh t perforating 
I r.85 cannot be completely ruled out. In 
ord er however, to prove such a condition , it 
would be necessa ry to produce multiple 
pieces showing one line perforated r I .60 
while th e nex t parallel line was perforated 
r r .85 o r I I .95. Thus a st amp perfo ra ted 
I r.60 x I r.85 x I r.85 x I 1.85, or I r.85 x 
I r.60 x r r.85 x I r.85 would be ev id ence 
th a t th e same machine had wheels of both 
gauges on it. 

Our conclu sions from th e thi rd part of our 
stud y are:-

r. Th at imperforate horizontally or verti­
cally v arieties a re due to omitting to put the 
sheet through the perforating machine in 
one direction. 

2 . Th at the imperforate between varieties 
a re du e to misplacing of a shee t consisting of 
two panes too far to the right or lef t during 
perforating, thus le aving one row imperfor­
a te instead of the gutter between th e panes. 

3. Th at said pa rt perfor ates can only occur 
on shee ts printed in two panes and only on 
sheets a rr anged 20 x I O, o r IO x 20. 

4. Th at blind perforations a re more likely 
to occur on rotary perforators th an stroke 
perforators, owing to more r apid wear of 
the pins and holes du e to oblique thrust. 

5. Th at compound perfor a tions a re indi­
cative of two perforating machines, for 
THE COL
wheels of different gauges on the same ma­
chine would result in complex perforations, 
not compound. 

General Conclusion 

We h ave now come to th e conclusion of 
our study, which is by no me ans final in any 
sense of th e term. It is our hope th at stu­
dents of any or a ll of th ese st amps will pur­
sue th eir studi es in an effort to date more 
precisely th e int roduction of the various per­
foration s, insert ing in the tabl es such var ie­
ties as we have not noted , and fa iling to 
find th em end eavor to explain why th ey do 
not occur. 

W e must , however, warn collectors to use 
grea t ca re in gauging these perforations. 
Be certain that th e st amps a re properly 
placed when using the l ns tanta gauge. The 
gauge shou ld be read both by the perfora­
tion tips and th e base of th e semicircul a r 
curves of each hole. Both read in gs sho uld 
agree . Fu rth er g reat care should be taken 
to get non-parallax readings, otherwise there 
a re likely to be " new discoveries" that are 
mo re fi ction th an fact. 
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VENEZUELA 
The First Issue 

By EBERT E. BOYLAN 
Phil atelists of Venezuela* are very interest­
ed in and most grateful to General C. W. 
Wicke rsham for the articles in THE COLLECT­

ORS CLUB PHILATELIST on the stamps of 
Venezuel a, which co mbine hi s ca reful analysis 
of meager data previously published with hi s 
o" ·n th orough studies. 

Referring specifically to the ar ticle in the 
1ay, 1953 number (Vol. XXXII , No. 3) on 

the First Issue, Fine Impression, there a re a 
few bits of information available in Vene­
zue la which may add to th e general knowl­
edge without in any di screditing the excel­
lence of General Wickersham's work. 

Reyes Saldivia in his pionee r cat alog pub­
lished in 19 15 states that the First I ss ue was 
printed by L essman & Lau e. H all & Fulcher, 
perhaps through a misprint, changed the name 
of th e firm to L essman and L ane. General 
Wicke rsham followed th eir incor rect spelling. 
It is known in Caracas th a t L essman & Laue 
were th e most important printers in the ci ty 
during th e 185o's and perhaps the only firm 
capable of printing stamps. The Decree of 
the Presid ent of Venezuela General Julian 
Castro dated Jun e 28, 1858, c rea ting the Ii rst 
stamps and prescribing th ei r use, does not 
specify th e name of th e printers. A search of 
the government a rchives may divulge thi s in­
formation and perhaps determine how many 
stamps of each denomination had been print­
ed. The Decree refe rs to engraved steel 
plates sayi ng that " while these a re being pre­
pared the Treasurer of Caracas will furnish 
lithog r aphed stamps'', which Reyes Saldivia 
apparently interpreted to mean that there was 
first an issue of lithographed (Coarse Im­
pression) stamps, and afterwards an iss ue or 
issues of engraved (Fine Impress ion) stamps. 

* 1\1r. Boylan is from Caracas, ' ' enezucla. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXlll,
But General Wickersham has shown from 
hi s stud y of dated postmarks that the Fine 
Impression st amps were used before the 
others. 

Since so me of th e Fine Impress ion stamps 
a re a littl e blurred and so me of the Coarse 
Impress ion stamps a re quite clear, th e easiest 
method of differentiation is the vertical divid­
ing lin e or lines usual on the Coarse Impres­
sion , but some of the Coarse Impression do 
not show these lin es, and th ere a re faint 
traces of dividing lin es on some of the Fine 
Impression stamps, particularly to be seen in 
blocks. 

As rega rd s th e dates of use of the Fine 
Impression, th e following additional informa­
tion may be noted : 

Yz r eal 1859; February 26 (cover Puerto 
Cabello to Caracas) Covers a re reported 
dated J anu a ry 30, 1859 from Merida and 
February 3, 1859 from L a Victoria to Cara­
cas, thi s las t from th e collection of Mr. 
Philip H. W ard , Jr. of Philad elphi a. 

l real 1862 ; September; September 19 
(cover confirming General Wickersham's 111-

formation). 
2 real es 1859; F ebruary 23 (cover Caracas 

to Marseille) 
l 86+; August 25 (cover with bisect La 

Grita to Maracaibo). 
Cancellations : In addition to the numeral 

cancellations li sted in the article the follow­
ing have been noted: 

Bl ack : y,I ; l ,Yz ; 3 )~ ; 4.Yz . 
The Caracas Oval with Loops cancellation 

is known in green. This oval , usually in 
black or in shad es of red , was probably used 
from August to December, 1859. 

The V alencia straight-line cancellation has 
not been reported on the Fine Impression 
stamps. 
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VE NEZUELA THE FIRST ISSUE 
EDITORIAL 

(Continued from Page II 8.) 

audience asked the question s and one panel­
ist in rotation would r eply. This question 
was asked of th e late Alfred F. Lichten­
stein :-"What do you conside r th e most 
beautiful stamp ever issued ?" We still can 
see th e express ion on Mr. Lichtenstein 's 
face , and only wish th at a photographer h ad 
been present to r ecord his pained look for 
poste rity. Mr. Lichtenstein closed his eyes, 
shook hi s head, and finally after a long pause 
threw up his hand s in despair. He never 
could utter one word in reply. But his 
every gesture, his whole demeanor screamed 
Among other town cancellations the fol-
lowing have been noted: 

GRITA and GRITA FRANCA; CORO 
FRANCA; MERIDA and MERIDA 
FRANCA ; GUA ARE ; NUTRIAS; 
TRUJILLO ( red) . Some of these may 
be on Coarse Impression types. 

T ypes of cance ll a tion not noted by General 
Wickersham, some on Fine and some on 
Coarse Impress ion issues include: small circle 
with r ays; two small supe rimposed circles; 
r ect angle of 18 oblongs; cog wheel ; four con­
centric circl es, and CERTIFICADO ( ?). 
All of these a re in bl ack. In only a few 
cases can th e town be identified with rela­
tion to th ese cancellations. 

M en ti on should also be made of th e can­
cellation of San Antonio del T achira, consist­
ing of th e crude representation of a bird 
perched on a leafy branch. 

General Wickersham h as not referred to 
th e seve ral crude fa lsifications of th e First 
I ssue, varying in dimensions and often with 
fa lse types of cancell ation, particularly wi th 
dots in rectangles or circles, or a coarse 
CORREOS CARACAS in concentric ci rcles 
without month or day. There are also 
Fournier fa lsifications, somewha t better exe­
cuted, but often with a Caracas cancell at ion 
wi th th e year included in th e da te, w hich it 
is believed neve r exis ted. False Caracas and 
La Guayra cancell a tions have been noted 
w ith th e bottoms of th e let te rs C and G 
square . 

Such an excellent a rticle as that unde r dis­
cuss ion opens the field for further stu dies, 
w hich it is hoped m ay be advanced by th e 
above notes. 
THE COLL
Notes on Mr. Boylan's Article 

by 

C. W. Wickersham 

Mr. Boy Ian's ar ticle is of g reat interes t to 
students of th e ea rly stamps of Venezuela. 
It throws light on seve ral of th e questions 
w hich have troubl ed th e w rite r and oth ers in 
trying to asce rtai n th e fac ts affecting th ese 
issues. The cor rections w hich he makes a re 
all duly noted. 

His ea rly da tes on the 0 R eal, 1859, Fine 
Impress ion, are of special inte res t, as they 
support th e statement of th e correspond en t 
of Moens th at this stamp was issued in J anu­
a ry, 1859. The date of August 25 , 1864 on 
th e bi-sect of the 2 R ea les w hich Mr. Boylan 
record s, is also of interest, as this is a late 
use of the stamp. 

The cancell ations he desc ribes inc re ase our 
knowledge, and I am happy to supplement his 
information by addi ng that in the \niter 's 
coll ection th ere a re stamps of the Fine Im­
pression w ith th e Valencia st r aight-line can­
cell at ion as fo llows : 

1 R eal, June 25, 1861 (on cover); Febru­
a ry, 1861. 

2 R eales, 1861. 

In the first mentioned , th e cancell a tion is 
on the cove r , withou t touching th e stamp, 
which is cancell ed with a numeral 5 cancel­
lat ion. 

It is gratifyi ng that M r. Boylan has under­
t aken to increase our knowledge and has so 
well understood our effor t to open this fasci­
na ting field for further studies. 
as if thi s grea t coll ecto r had replied wi th 
amazement: "Who, in th e name of com­
mon sense, eve r collected a st amp fo r its 
beau ty!" 

Our sympath y goes ou t to the designer, 
printer and securi ty makers of stamps. They 
are under continu al pressu re to please eve ry­
one. It just cannot be done. We all might 
as well make up our minds that we shall 
have to live w ith this popular a ttitud e to­
wa rd s stamp designs, so we extend regrets 
to all those who t ake th e importance of 
beauty in st amp designs so se riously. They 
should realize th at beauty is but skin deep, 
and what is beautiful to you does not at­
tr ac t me. (H . M. G.) 
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THE 
Meeting of December 16, 1953 

Comparative Philately 

To many members, the prior announce­
ment of the topic for this meeting rem ained 
a mystery. Innumerable members inquired: 
"What is comparative phila tely"? 

Mr. Paul P. Lindenberg answered the 
question for those who had attended the 
above meeting. He attempted to demon­
strate a fact of phil a telic scholarship of which 
only a few were awa re. "Comp arative phi­
lately", as expo unded by Mr. Lindenberg, 
signifies th at th e philatelist interested in the 
study of a ce rtain group or issue of stamps 
often must go beyond the confines of his own 
specialty. For in stance, one printing firm 
" ·ill produce stamps for a gro up of countries. 
Therefore, if th e stud ent will delve deeper 
into th e technique of one specific printer, he 
will find many marked simil a rities in the 
,,·ork and st amps th at said printer produced 
fo r many cou ntri es. 

Furthermore, l\/Ir. Lindenberg stressed 
that a printing company used machines and 
oth er manu fac turing processes which might 
not have necessa rily been a product of the 
very country in which the stamps were 
printed. R ath er, th ese machines may h ave 
been imported from oth er countries. 

Therefore, it was not unu sual to find 
r anges of stamp issues from non-related 
countries similar in paper, perforations, print­
ing, plate-layout, guid e ma rks and other fea­
tures, if th ese st amps were produced by the 
same printer. 

Mr. Lindenberg th en demonstrated "com­
parative philately" by using: 

( 1) De L a Rue & Co.'s printing for Great 
Britai n and Colonies, th e first issue 
of Italy, Siam, Belgium, Confederate 
States of Americ a, Egypt, Sudan, Ecua­
dor, and the very recent United Na­
tion s issue s. 

(2) Printings by Bradbury, Wilkinson & 
Co. Ltd. of certain issues from Briti sh 
Colonies and Turkey. 

(3) The German State Printing Works 
(Reichsdruckerei) for Germany, Ger-
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man Colonies, Dominican Republic, 
Yemen and Colombia's Scadta Co. air­
mail stamps. The printing machines. 
used in Germany were manufactured 
by the Goebel Machine Factory, which 
also supplied printing machines for 
stamp production to Japan, Italy, Den­
mark, Switzerland, Union of South 
Africa, Austri a and Argentina. 

(4) Waterlow and Sons, Ltd. who have­
printed stamps for some of the British 
Colonies, L abuan , North Borneo, Bel­
gian Congo, Siam and Guatemala. 

Specificall y, th e spe aker showed that m 
studying the pl ate layout and perfor ations on 
the issues of Labuan between 1895 and 1925, 
he was un able to acco unt for ce rtain charac­
teristics and co uld find no so urce materi al 
for its explanation. He was, howeve r , able­
to find th e answer by studying those issues 
of Gu atemal a which had been printed by the 
same firm of W ate rl ow & Sons, Ltd . 

Following Mr. Lindenburg's exposition of 
his id eas of "compa rative phil ately", a ques­
tion and answe r period followed . For in­
st ance, one suggested th at this top ic might 
better have been called "relative" r ather 
th an "comparative" philately. The usual 
length y debate on th e question of te rminology 
followed, the majo rity seemin g to agree th at 
"comparative" is the bette r definition. 

Th e mee ting w as somewh at different from 
the usual type conducted in that the exhibit 
of st amps was secondary. Many who at­
tended seemed to derived much benefit from 
this type of meeting, and our program di­
rector, Mr. Haverbeck , is to be commended 
for attempting to introduce ce rtain novelties. 
in order to have the annual program as va r­
ied and diversified as possible. (H. M. G.) 

Meeting ot January 6, 195+ 

Canada, 1868-70 Issu e 

The first meeting of the yea r 195+ w as a. 
display of one of the collections owned by 
The Collectors Club, the famous Charles 
Lathrop Pack Collection of Canada, Large-
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Cents Issu e of 1868-70. This is a magnificent 
lot of these beautiful stamps. They were 
comprehensively discussed by Mr. Winthrop 
S. Bog_qs, whose familiarity with them is well 
known. 

Mr. Boggs opened his remarks by point­
ing out th at the Large Cents Issue was the 
first from the newly formed Dominion of 
Canada. Al so he remarked that the printers 
were the British American Bank Note Co., 
a group th at was incorporated especially to 
seek the security printing of the new 
Dominion 

Turning to the stamps themselves , Mr. 
Boggs said th at they had been produced from 
unhardened steel plates. Only one plate was 
used for each value except the 3c and 6c 
which had two plates each. So perfectly 
were the plates made that aside from one 
r e-entry discernible on the 2c, there were 
no other plate varieties of any significance. 

The display began with a showing of un­
used pieces, chief of which were the IC red 
in a block of 1 o ( 5 x 2) , the 2c in a block 
of 1 6 ( 4 x 4), and the 5c in a block of 6 
(2 x 3). The speaker also noted that the 
IC yellow was not known to him or the late 
Mr. Alfred F. Lich ten stein to exist in a 
block. The IC and 3c laid papers, and num­
erous examples of the IC to I)c on the block 
watermark paper, all unused were also 
shown. 

Turning to the used examples, the out­
standing portion was a showing of the re­
constructed watermark E & G Bothwell 
Clutha Mills in all denominations from the 
IC to 15c inclusive. These were further il­
lustrated by blueprints of each of the stamps 
clearly showing the watermark. The rare 
script watermark was represented by two 
copies of the I 5c in th e usual gray shade. 

The distinguishing of stamps from either 
of the two plates of the 6c was explained. 
In the first plate the position dot is at the 
extreme lower left corner, while on th e sec­
ond plate, the dot is below the "S" of "Six". 
There is as yet no ce rtain way of sepa rating 
the 3c plates except by th e imprint, and 
then only two words of the inscription dif­
fer. Since imprint copies a re so scarce, how­
ever, this method is practically useless. 

Several general remarks were made by the 
speaker which we believe would interest our 
read ers. In commenting on two plates for 
I6o THE COL
the 3c and 6c, he noted that the quantity 
issued was no criteria for the number of 
plates needed. There is no doubt that one 
plate cou ld have printed all the 3c and 6c 
st amps. The volume of stamps required at a 
given time is a lso a factor. A la rge quantity 
of th ese two values \Vas needed in a com­
paratively short time. In remarking about 
the change of color of the 1c from red to 
yellow in order to avoid confusion with the 
3c, attention was cal led to the necessity, in 
stud yi ng the st amps of the 19th and early 
20th centuries, to project oneself back into 
the conditions of those times. Thus in the 
6o's and 7o's of the last century, candlelight 
and oi l lamps were sti ll usual in all but the 
la rge city offices, where even the gas lights 
were not very sati sfactory when distinguish­
ing colors. Such factors also must be con­
sidered when trying to ar rive at conclusions 
on any aspec t of the stamps and postal his­
tory of those times. 

The various cancellations were shown in 
profusion. Beginning with th e four rin g 
num erals carried over from th e Provincial 
administration , fol10W1ed by the two ri'ng 
num erals introduced by the Dominion Ad­
ministration , the coll ection has a fine range 
both as to numbers rep resented and the de­
nominations as well. The fancy cancels of 
Toronto, Hamilton and other cities \\·ere also 
on display. 

In cove rs there was a notable lot. includ­
ing combi nations of large and smalI 
"Queens" which are scarce. Among the bi­
sects it was interesting to observe that they 
are almost excl usively from the l\llaritime 
Provinces , a habit car ried over from pro­
vincial times, especiall y from the 185 I issues 
which in those provinces were designed and 
permitted to be bisected or even quartered 
for the proportionate rate. 

A number of essays and proofs " ·e re also 
shown. (M. G. O'R .) 

Meeting of J anuary 20, 1954 

A era-Philately 

The New York Chapter of Aero Phil at­
elists, a stud y group making its he adquar­
ters at Collectors Club, was privileged to 
take over th e evening of January 20th at 
the regula r semi-monthly meeting of the 
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Club. With Mr. Jules L. Wacht, President 
of Aero Phil a telists, ac ting as program 
director, a very lengthy show got under way 
with two frame s of Spanish airmails from 
Mr. O scar R. Lichtenstein 's collection. Mr. 
Lichtenstein 's showing included m any un­
listed vanet1es and errors. The st amps 
were explained by Mr. Sidney F . Barrett. 

Dr. R. Hasbrouck Shrady showed two 
frames of va rious m ateri al listed in Sana­
bria as semi-official stamps. Included w ere 
th e Varig Company issues of Brazil , the 
private ai rline issues from Canada and 
various issues from P oland and France. 
Outstanding was Dr. Shrady's copy of one 
of th e three ex isting specimens of Canada 
No. 534 (Sanabria) . It is generally con­
ceded th at Dr. Shr ady's is th e finest of the 
ex istin g three. 

The excep tionally fine U. S. collection of 
M rs. Ethel McCoy was represented by two 
frames of stamps includ ing a t ete-beche pair 
of the 1877 Buffalo Balloon stamp unused 
as well as a sin gle. Other fine pieces, some 
believed possibly unique, proved beyond 
doubt th at Mrs. McCoy 's block of th e 24-
cent invert (which, incidentally, she did not 
show) reposes in distinguished company. 
Mr. John J. Britt spoke on this exhibit. 

Mr. H enry Kr aemer, speciali st in the air­
mai l issues of Venezuel a, showed marvel­
ously compl ete pages of th e ve ry d ifficult 
lithographed issues of 1937, which research 
published in "The Aero Phil atelist News" 
has explai ned. Many very fi ne cove rs w ith 
first air mail issues of 1930 were also dis­
played. These st amps posed m any problems 
which Mr. Kr aeme r and oth ers helped solve. 

Mr. J acob S. G laser showed a frame of 
commercial m ail franked with all values of 
Colombi a's lengthy and brand new air se t . 

Mr. Bern ard F ink, showing some of his 
magnificent r esearch into the genuine and 
fr audulent cancell ations in connection w ith 
various Italian Graf Z eppelin fli ghts and 
their companionate issues, revealed th at 
much of his various articles w hich appeared 
in 1950 in "Aero Phil atelists' News" h ad 
been followed three yea rs later by an 
I tali an stamp magazine. Mr. Fink also 
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showed the scarce covers of the Paraguay 
Z eppelin issues. Because of their scarce­
ness, genuine covers h ad to be carefully 
studied in order to detect the many fraudu­
lent cancellations th at appear on purportedly 
used stamps of this issue now being widely 
marketed . 

Mr. Richard Samek's display included a 
fr ame of the so-called " RF overprints." 
These we re provisional st amps, the U nited 
States (C25) 6c. air stamp ove rprinted " RF" 
for use by th e French Navy and French 

T orth African installations in the Mediter­
ranean during th e las t year. Much of the 
research done on these issues indicates be­
yond any doubt both th e authenticity and 
necessity for th ese issues, since th ose using 
them had seve red re lat ions wi th th e Vichy 
Government and , th erefore, had no postal 
pape r of th eir own. Thus th ey had to use 
th e U. S. Armed Forces postal service. Mr. 
Samek also showed a frame of the quite rare 
Philippine I sland stamps w ith the h and­
stamped "Victory" ove rprints. For example, 
of th e 4c a ir , of w hich 122 stamps were over­
pr inted, three were on display, two of th ese 
on cover. (See P ages r 19 to 129.) 

M r. Sam Rodvien's excep tional display of 
the first two issues of Salvador showed 
brilliantly representative material. Mr. 
Rodvien pointed ou t th e many misalign­
ments of type and the original admixture of 
type fo nts, a stud y of which provides valu­
able evid ence in determining fo rge ries of this 
ove rp r int. The forge rs ignored the varia­
tions in th e o rigi nal settings . Mr. R odvien 
exp ressed th e opi nion th a t despite th e hurry 
to have th e st amps re ady in tim e fo r P an 
American Airways' in augu ral se rvice, J anu­
ary 1, 1930, th e overprinting was surprising­
ly good. A second printing became almost 
immedi a tely necessa ry because of th e sell-out 
of th e first printing. 

Ira Seebacher showed a frame of th e 
Venezuela baseball se t, of eso teric interest 
among 20th century issues in th a t seve ral 
values h ave st amps in cert ain sheet positions 
th a t show th e gu id e lines used for putting 
down th e plate . The unremoved lines do 
not occur on th e sheet borders or margins. 
but dead cente r on cert ain settings of the 
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stamps themselves and always in the stamp's 
self-color. Thus, some of the many errors 
of this issue may be found, as well , with 
the unremoved guide lines. 

Offbeat materi al was shown by Mr. 
Wildey Rickerson including what he termed 
such "controversial " items as the "Sacos" of 
Colombia , the Honduras "Lempiras", Brit­
ish Air Ferry Service labels and Nica ragua's 
"Valedos". 

Mr. J\!Iaurice Tripet's multi-prize winning 
study of the provisional overprints of the 
1919-20 Swiss Airs, replete with la rge scale 
drawings of no fewe r than 19 different 
counterfeits that exist of this overprint, 
richly dese rved the attention it a ttracted. 

Mr. W acht's showing of the compara­
tivel y rece nt Air L etters attempted to dis­
pl ay a cross-section of this rapidly growing 
field of phil ately. He included the first and 
until recently un app reciated Colombia Scad ta 
Air L etters of 1920, one of th e imprinted 
etiqu ettes used for emergency airmail frank­
ing in Mozambique, airmail stationery of the 
Basqu e R ep ublic (a Spanish Civil War by­
product), specimen st ationery from Cyprus, 
printer 's waste from Mexico showing double 
prints of th e recent issues and stationery 
from P akist an hand stamped on th at of Indi a 
immedia tely following the creation of P akis­
tan. 

Th e evening concluded w ith Mr. H enry 
M. Goodkind 's display of six of the resea rch 
problems he has tackled over the years. N ota­
ble was the catholicity of hi s t as tes for he 
showed an article by him together with its 
accompanying corroborative material from 
one country of each of the six continents. 
These included th e Ameli a E arh a rt stamp 
from Mexico; the scarce 3 and 6 peso pro­
visional s of Chile, 1928; Bulgari a's first air 
mail issue; the second a irmail issue of 
Madagasca r, a set of supplementary values 
which appeared in I 941; the exceptionally 
scarce 1920 Cilicia a ir mails, into the study 
of which hundreds of hours have gone with 
the fin al solution still awaiting the appear­
ance of certain corroborating material; and 
the reason for the high denominations from 

r ew Guinea. (Ira S eebach er) 
THE CO
Meeting of February 3, 1954 

Canal Zon e 

On this evening Lt. Col. lam es T. D eVoss 
of the U. S. Army, prese nted a program on 
the stamps of the Canal Zon e, limiting his 
di spl ay to the early overprints. The pres­
entation was illumin ated by th e use of slides 
in col or of th e items of particular interest in 
hi s framed di splay. Slides of other major 
variations on th e ove rprints on th e United 
States iss ues were also sho\\·n. The detec­
tion of co unte rfei t overp rints and ove rprint 
va rieties, by th e use of photog raphic magni­
fications \\·as discussed, and again illustr ated 
by color slides. 

The eve nin g thu s ,,·as a fine blending of 
two hobbies-phil ately and photography, 
using th e la tte r for th e enh ance ment of th e 
former. Special permission of th e U. S. 
Treas u ry D epa rtmen t had been obtain ed for 
the making and showi ng of th e colored slides. 
The members were most grateful for this 
concession, since th e show w as clearly dis­
played in its details by means of the sli des. 
Lt. Col. De Voss's comm ents on the subject 
matte r of each slide we re both entertaining 
and e rudite. 

Th e items on display included covers of 
th e first issue, one ca rrying a full se t of the 
three values, used on July 5, 190+. Th e 
va ri ations of th e 190+ ove rprints were most 
complete. T o list a few of th e more promi­
nent: 1 c g reen double ove rprint; th e 8 cents 
provi sional without th e surcharged value; a 
beautiful pair of th e same provisional w ith 
th e double " P anama" readin g up. 

The 1906 issue of P anama overprinted for 
th e Canal Zone was also complete , in a most 
ex tensive cove rage of th e r arities, not only 
of th e ove rprints but also th e basal st amps. 

The m ajo r item in this group \\·as the 2 
centesimos scarlet and bl ack, with the head 
inverted and th e overprint reading up. The 
2c showing was specially complete , contain­
ing, among others, pairs of th e imperforate­
between variety, both normal and with 
double overprint. The other values, imper­
forate-between , were also di splayed and dis­
cussed. 

In the 1907 issue th e 5 centesimos fr ame 
with the 2 centesimos head was exhibited. 
This magnificent item is the "copy of record". 
Among others of this issue were: the 2 cen-
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tesimos inverted head in a beautiful mint 
block; the 5 centimos in a pair, one without 
the overpri nt ; and the elusive booklet panes 
of the l and 2 centimos values. 

The major varieties of the 1914 provision­
al issue were displayed . By the use of slides, 
the genuine characteristics we re explained 
and evaluated. 

The ever-popular "Zone-Zone" vanet1es 
up to 1925 issue were similarly treated; and 
the 3 cen t , 5 cent, l 2 cent and l 5 cent values 
so overprinted were exh ibited. Several of the 
other gems were also shown in the colored 
slides. 

The discussions on th e identification of 
counterfe it and fraudulent overprinting va­
net1es were most interesting-the color 
slides illustration made these discussions most 
graphic. The meeting end ed w ith this group­
ing, leaving the members of the aud ience 
w ith the universal feeling of having enjoyed 
one of the best programs in years. 

Malcolm G. O'Reilly 

Meeting of February 17, 1954 

D ealer-Member Exhibits 

For the second meeting in February, the 
dealers who are members of the Club were 
called on to provide the showings . Mr. 
Sidn ey F. Barrett, act ing as master of cere­
moni es and organizer, brought forward nine 
exhibits, which made a full , but not too lon g 
evenin g of great interest. 

H erman 1-Ierst, Jr. who came from Shrub 
Oak, N. Y. spec ially for the occasion, opened 
with the Ballons Montes of the Siege of 
P ar is, 1870-7 1. In stead of the usual showin g 
of a long series, much alike, he presented 
covers from the first and the las t P a ris siege 
balloons actually carried out on th em. Th at 
of the first was from a "ballon non monte", 
that is, w ithout aeronaut on it, the Neptune, 
Sept. 23, 1870; and from the last, the Gen­
eral Cambronne, J an. 28, 187 l. This was 
followed by an actual microfilm of letters, 
flown in by pigeon; attempted return letter s 
for which there was no service; and a piece 
of one of the actual balloons. His talk gave 
the really significant points of this se rvice 
and other attemp ts, admirably cond ensed. 
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A lex J uliard, who came up from Narberth, 
Pa. , did not explain hi s showing in detail. 
However, his frame included some very lovely 
multipl e pieces of United States stamps, es­
pecially a block of l 2 of th e 9oc l 879 used · 
on a heavy registered packet and showing 
appropriate postmarking. 

Carl P ela11rle1·, introduced as showing 
" topical or fraternal philately" expl ained in 
considerable detai l two frames of covers w ith 
Masonic and alli ed cancell ations, mostly of 
the period 1855 to 1870. These well-mounted 
pages needed little explanation, as th ey were 
more than merely objects of philatelic beauty. 
The rare Masonic co rks of Island P ond, Vt., 
New York, N. Y. ( 5 types, all rare), and 
others of greater fami li arity, all appeared. 
The pre-Shrine fez co rk of Phil adelphi a, 
corne r cards of lodges, Masonic publications, 
Masonic insurance companies, and th e Royal 
A rch Co uncil, also figured. 

Fred /If/. K essler dared to tread into Presi­
dent John J. Britt 's reservation by exhibit­
ing Air Mail Essays and Proofs. Starting 
wi th the color trials of th e Austrian early 
5 gr, and its inflation 10,000 kroner pre­
cursor, he went on through art ists' drawings 
for the firs t Bolivia type, the Curtis Aviation 
Co. labels used in making the first semi­
official a ir stamps of Colombi a, Hesshaimer's 
rejected design s for Colombian ai r mails as 
original artist's drawings . Among items too 
numerous to li st were Bradbury Wilkinson 
& Co.'s unaccepted l\!Iozambique Co. essays, 
progressive proofs of the making of the 
Roosevelt issue of Honduras, and all stages 
from vignette to stamp on th e first air issue 
of Bolivia. 

George B. Sloane exhibited selected pages 
from an extensive collection of th e Hale 
Independ ent Mail Route stamps of l 8H, al­
most all on cove rs. This system, operating 
over th e whole area between Boston and 
New York and a little to the north thereof, 
at rates about a third of government post al 
charges at that date, was represented by 
covers, some few of them stam pless, from 
no less than q offices. A letter from Paris, 
France sent on via Hale's se rvice from a 
Boston "Care of address" reached postally, 
was a feature. The identity of the "Great 
Eastern Mail" with H ale's serv ice was defi-
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nitely sho\vn. Only one cover showed the 
red H ale st amp, w hich provided hou se de­
live ry se rvice. 

Co nnecting private mail s, turning the letter 
over to H ale's for furth er ca rriage appeared 
on seve ra l covers, and those carried beyond 
H ale's a rea si mil a rly, as by Jerome & Co 
into Maine. The L etter Express bisect of 
IOc for 5c charge, earli es t bisect in No rth 
Am erica, second only to British 2d blue bi­
sected in 18+o or 18+1 , closed th e exhibit. 

Afte r the usu al 9 p. m. intermission with 
r efreshments, the showing was resumed. 

Erlwi11 111ueller exhibited 60-odd covers, 
all acid ressecl to his native city, Vienn a, Aus­
tria, a ll st amped and all previous to 1875. 
H e mad e mention th at commercial cove rs are 
few to Vienn a because it was not a business 
ce nte r, though large r th an New York a t the 
sa me period. The cove rs fell into th ese four 
gro ups: ( r) From co untries of the German­
Austrian P ostal Union , with domestic rate 
fo r ove r 20 miles valid to anywhere in the 
U nion ; (2) From those of th e Italian-Aus­
tri an P os ta l Union, similarly paid at top 
domestic rate, as from Parm a, Papal States 
and Modena; (3) from other land s in 
Europe. These are mostly at special trea ty 
rates , which were changed downward as time 
went on. A striking item was th e only 
known copy fr anked to Vienna direct wi th 
H amburg st amps and postmarks, ins tead of 
being, as norm ally, sent from th e Prussian 
post office abroad in H amburg. ( +) From 
outside Europe: th ese are rare. Egypt and 
U nited States were leas t scarce; one was 
shown from the Azores . A Ballon Monte 
of th e P a ris siege, to Vienna, closed th e 
showing. 

Clarence W. Brazer exhibited th e essays 
and proofs for the first United States postal 
ca rd s, sta rting with th e 1861 formula cards 
fo r affixed adh es ives, which were legalized 
th at yea r ( th e Lipm an ca rd ). His remarks 
as to th e American o rigi n of th e postal ca rd 
idea were ex tensive and shou ld be brought 
into print, amplified further. The many es­
says by the Na tion al Bank Note Co., and 
th eir technical difficulties, th e 25 colo r tri als, 
and other items were adequ ately expla ined. 

Prescott T-I . Th orp exhibited Mrs. Thorp 's 
Co rn er Cards on U. S. stamped envelopes. 
Explaining first th e genesis of the st amped 
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envelope in th e a rrangement for allowi ng 
private mail ca rri age beyond th e post al points 
reached in California, via "W es tern Frank" 
express se rvice, he went on to show 16 cor­
ner cards, some picto ri al, on Nesbitt envel­
opes. These a re all very hard to find. Cam­
paign cove rs, with pictures of Bla in e, and 
other political figures were amon g th e un­
usual items. 

H e then showed th e mod ern Air Mail 
envelopes, from proofs on, subst anti ally com­
plete. The co mm ents he made about the 
various revaluings, th e special air mail en­
velopes fo r th e troops in Europe, etc. were 
wittily but entirely accura tely worded. 

Sidney F. Barrett wound up the evening 
with what he call ed hi s "Accumul ation of 
Absolute Depravity". Stamps th at co uld be 
clipped to make all eged imperfo rates, st amps 
with cente rs exch anged between values to 
m ake pseudo-bicolors, philatelic bisect cove rs 
of st amps not allowed to be so used, opened 
th e showin g. But th en he went on to th e 
Y. M. C. A. service of supplying deficit 
post age in Newa rk , Baltimore, Phil adelphi a, 
D etroit and elsewhere, with covers showing 
th eir " W e ask you to repay" stickers. The 
envelopes of st amps and an encased stamp, 
used for currency during our Civil W a r, 
followed. The Leeds patent anti -s t amp- re­
use envelope figured next , both wrongly and 
cor rectly used. Stampless mailing during the 
San Francisco fire of 1906, Spanish-American 
W ar returned covers, and mi sused mai l 
(revenu es, dues, and special delivery st amps 
used successfu lly for regular postage) closed 
the exhibit and the evening. 

It ,,·as a fine meeting night. Every ex­
hibitor, although ac tive as a co mmercial deal­
e r, d isplayed fasc in a ting philately, knowi ng 
th e subject. Conspicuously absent was even 
one intimation as to price or monetary value. 
A large aud ience sat atten tively while all of 
the above dealers unconsciously showed that 
each enjoys coll ecting, even 'tho stamps had 
become th eir means of livelihood. 

Malco lm G. O ' R eilly 

Meeting of March 3, 195+ 

Corrientes 

If yo u w ill loo k in th e "Scott Standard 
Catalogue" li sted at th e end of Argentine 
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R epublic, you will fi nd eight st amps under 
a sub-heading "Corr ientes" a t the very end 
of this country. To indicate how te rse and 
pe rh aps in adequate thi s ca t alog treatment is, 
Mr. Louis Stitch fi lled every fram e with 
stamps and covers from Corrient es for th e 
exhibit of thi s evening. 

lt was a night of very mature phil a tely. 
J\IIr. Stitch has devoted over 30 yea rs to an 
intense, intelligent pursuit and study of these 
st amps. H e attempted to tell of th e results 
o f this wo rk within less th an two hours. 
No one prese nt, lacking h is g reat fund of 
kno\\·ledge on th ese issues, could adequately 
report :VI r. Stitch 's schol a rship in th ese col­
umn s. No r co uld anyone use prese nt cata­
logs or prev ious resea rch such as in the 
" K ohl H andbuch" for even a reasonably ac­
cura te, repo rting. The descrip ti on of th e 
stamps and proper present at ion of the phila­
telic knowledge wi ll have to awa it a future 
date. Mr. Stitch has unselfishly promised 
to make hi s kn owledge available in th e proper 
mann er by an illu str ated article in th e COL­
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST. 

R ath e r th en, thi s repo rt of Corrient es night 
will treat two inte res ting sidelights result ant 
from Mr. Stitch's exhibit. 

1 . The fir st manifes tation was th e not-so­
obvious inter-re la tionshi p of many specialties 
w ithin general phi lately. The stamps of 
Co rri entes represent a small group from a re­
mote South American Province in Argen tin a 
of very lim ited interes t. No doubt many by­
passed th e mee ting of l\ I a rch 3 rd for this 
very reaso n. Obviously they sa id to th em­
se lves-what possible interes t can I h ave in 
thi s show ing? 

Th e fa llacy of such th ought w as brought 
out dur in g thi s evening. The coll ec tor of 
Francr and Fr rnc!t Colonies wou ld have 
fou nd ou t why th e design on th e Co rrientes' 
sta mps pa rall els so closely th e firs t French 
issues . The specialist of India and In d ian 
Stai rs wou ld have seen eve r so many s imi ­
l a r iti es relating to the pr inting, paper and 
use of th ose ea rly Asiatic st amps with th ose 
from Corr ientes, a land th ousands of miles 
removed . The British Colonia l phil ateli st 
\\·ou lcl have been made aware of th e many 
kindred problems wi th the ea rly British 
Guia na and Corri entes stamps. Why even 
one of our keenes t students of th e early 
Un ited States Private Posts w as amazed to 
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find Co rrientes' stamps offering many of the 
same problems relating to the U. S. Locals. 

2. The oth er matter of general interest 
was th e mounting of th e material shown. 
Mr. Stitch has a cultiv ated a rtistic taste. His 
style of mou nting, in our opinion , repre sents 
about as perfect a method as eve r seen. 
Every page is " neat but not gaudy". So 
many coll ecto rs today are struggling with the 
problem of mounting and displaying st amps 
and cove rs. Th ey are baffled about the 
amount of a rt work to be included on a 
page. They have not solved the question of 
proper balance between philately, write-up 
and art wo rk . These many pages of Corri­
entes would have been the model for them 
to study. W e wou ld like to advise th a t the 
Stitch influ ence become more widespread. An 
exact copy ce rtainly will be too demanding 
upon most coll ec to rs. Yet if anyone w ill try 
to follow thi s, but still fa ll fa r short of Mr. 
Stitch's achi evement, he w ill h ave improved 
his own pages appreciably. 

Those in attend ance followed the speaker 
ca refully, and with inte res t. All seemed 
unanimous in th e op inion th at Mr. Stitch's 
knowledge of Cor ri en tes should be perma­
nently recorded. It is most pleasing th ere­
fore to be able to announce now th at Mr. 
Stitch will do this very thin g in this m aga­
z in e. (H . M. G .) 

At the Boa rd of Governors meetings held 
Februa ry 2.j.th and March 3 1st, 1954, th e 
follo\\·ing new members were elected: 

No. 
4203 Ca rl R ene M angold , Montreal, Cana­

da. Co llects E a rly Swiss and C anada. 
4204 H arry A. Eisenstei n, Chicago, Ill. Col­

lec ts General. 
+205 J ohn C . A. K elly, Frazeysburg, Ohio. 

Coll ects Foreign. 
4206 Albert H. Klein , Vinel and , N. ] . Col­

lects Greenland . 
4207 L ou is Klein , Ventnor, N. ] . Collects 

Roman States on Cover. 
+208 Samuel D alsimer, Neponsit , N. Y. Col­

lec ts H aiti. 
+209 J ames E. Gi llis, Jr ., Evanston, Ill. Col­

lec ts Aus tri a, C hin a, R omani a and 
Ru ss ia. 

+210 Wm. B. Sti tt, New York. Collects 
Be rmud a, J amaica and B. W . I. 
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SCHEDULED MEETINGS 

May 19th 

" Baden' ', to be prese nted by Herbert Bl och . 

June 2nd 

The Ba ltimore Phil a te lic Society will present 
The Program. 

SUMMER RECESS 
4211 Edwa rd Goldsmith , Baltimore, Md. 
Collects Spanish Antilles. 

4212 Wm. A . Ide, Scranton, Pa. Collects 
U. S. , Philippines and Latin America. 

42 13 C has. H. Garlanger, Benton H arbor, 
Mich. Collects 19th Centu ry. 

4214 Ran som R. Franklin, Whitney P oint, 
N. Y. Collects General and U. S. in­
cluding Revenues. 

421 5 Albert H. Ward , Ottawa, Ont., Cana­
da. Collects Canad a. 

42 16 C. Gustave A. Papa, Oaklyn, N . J. 
Coll ects Italy and Colonies, General. 

T he Libra ry Committee reports the acqui­
sit ion of the fo llowing: 

" D ansk Luftpost-Katalog" by Dan Emmer­
ich. Gift of E . Hild es-Heim. 

*"Catalogue des Varietes de France" by 
W anos & Belleville, Gift of S. G. Rich. 

" C atalogue Illustre de Timbres Fiscaux de 
Grande Bretagne , Irlande, Ecosse" by 
Gilbert & Koehler. 

"Air M ail s of Briti sh I sles" by H. Stanley 
Red grove. 

"A Further Note on th e Adhesive Stamps of 
Great Britain" by Lt. Col. A. S. Bates. 

"19th Century U. S. F ancy C ancell ations" 
by H. H erst & M. Z a reski. 

" C atalogue des Timbres d'Egypte 1948" by 
S. Albani & Y. Z eitoun . 

"The Bechu analands. A Brief History of 
th e Co untri es & Postal Services to 
1895" by A. J. Jurgens. 

" United States Cut Squares Lithog raphed 
Plates" (Reproductions ) by Albert 
Fri sch. 

"V and erhoof Memorial Book" by R . W . 
L arsen. Gift of Author. 

" Billig's H andbooks Volumes VII , X , XI , 
XIII , XV, XVIII , XX. 

*"Postage Stamps of Armenia-Pt. I " by 
S. D. T chilin ghiri an & P. T. Ashfo rd" . 
Gi ft of S. D. T chilin ghiri an. 

"L es P os t Offices de L ' Ile M aurice" by A. 
Brun. G ift of E. Mueller. 

" R apid Cancelling M achines-1\ll anu factur­
ers & Impressions" by K. F . & M. V. 
Olson. Gift of S. Whitman. 

"New South W ales Phila telic Annu al 1950" 
by Phi latelic Society of N ew South 
W ales . Gift of S. Whitm an. 
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" N oron a's G eneral Catalogue of United 
State s Postmarks 1946". Revised Edi­
tion by Harry M . Konwiser. Gift of 
S. Whitman. 

"A. P. 0. (Army Post Office) Cover Cata­
log" by John H. Engels. Gift of S. 
Whitman. 

*" United States P ostage Stamps" by Sol 
G lass. Gift of Author. 

" Festschrift z um 50 J aehrigen Bestehen des 
Berliner G anzsachen-S ammler-Vereins." 
Gift of H . H erst, Jr. 

*"A Catalog ue of Cylinder Flaws on King 
G eo rge VI Great Britain Commemora­
tives" by Crabtree Press Ltd . 

*"Perkins Baco n Records" in two Volumes 
by Percy de W o rm s. G ift of The Royal 
Phil a telic Society, London. 

"Th e H alf L ength s of Victori a" by J. R. W. 
Purves . 

" M ex icana" a periodical published in Elm­
hurst, Ill. Gift of James H. Beal. 

" P an Ame rican Philateli st" by P an Ameri­
can Union. 

To Edw in Mu eller, a habitual benefa ctor of 
th e Club Library, w e are indebted for three 
de Luxe v olumes: 

"Die M agie des Kupferstichs" by Alfred 
Cossman. 

" Die Kupferstecher der Cossmanschul e 
1950" by th e Austri an G overnment 
Printery. 

"Alfred Cossmann . Ein Wiener Kuenstl er­
liben " by th e A ustri an G overnment 
Printery. 

T o G eo rge F . lllfiller, a recent m ember, th e 
Club is indebted for a rare volu me, M orocco 
lea th er bound : 

"The Stamps of Switzerl and" by A. Mi ra­
baud & A. de Reuterskidd. 

* R e v ie w ed in thi s number. 
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TRA V ANCORE COCHIN 

Its Postage Stamps and Postal History 

By FRANK M. COWE AND J. DEVASYA 

(Continued From P age 104) 
3. The "U. S. T. C." and "T.-C." 
Overprints 

We have been un able to uncover the full 
s tory of th e I ann a Cochin "Anchal and 
Revenu e" stamps overprinted w ith "U. S. 
T. C ." or "T.-C." in black rom an letters. 
In view of th e fac ts presented below, the 
au th ors are inclined to classify some of th ese 
ad hesives as hav ing been prima rily issued 
for revenue purposes. "The Cochi n Anchal 
Guide" ( 1945), still used by Cochin Anch al 
Offices in 1949, li sted the fo llowing Anchal 
stamps as being ava il able at all Anchal Of­
fices in th e State: 2 pi es, 3 pies, 4 pies, 6 pies, 
9 pies, 1 ann a 3 pies, I an na 9 pies, 2 annas, 
2)14 an nas, 3 ann as, 3 ann as 4 pies, 6 ann as 
8 pies, and JO ann as. In addi tion 6 pies and 
6p + 6p, si ngle and double card s, and 9 pies 
envelopes were on sale. In th e period of 
19.J.5-19.J.9 th ere was 110 A11chal rat e r equiring 
a 1 an11a stamp. Section 9 ( iii ) of the same 
guid e sta tes: "Anchal Masters a re also 
authorized to sell I anna R evenue Stamps, 
used exclusively for th e R eveTllte purposes 
[ italics ours] , fo r which th ey are all owed 
2,Yi per cent discount." Since th e only I 
ann a revenue stamp avail able in Cochin 
Anchal Offices in 19+5 was th e Maharaja 
K erala Varma ( R aja IV) 1 ann a orange 
in sc ribed "Anchal and R evenu e", th e above 
statement ev id ently refers to thi s st amp. It 
' rnu ld see m odd th at the Anchal Master 
would be permitted to sell th e st amp for 
posta l usage because he wou ld th ereby col-

l ect a 2,Yi % fee from the sale in addition to 

hi s sala ry as a gove rnment Anchal official, 
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something he did not receive from the sale 
of Anchal st amps. 

In 1948 th e Mah araja R ama Varma IV 
( R aja V , Type 2) r anna orange inscribed 
"Anchal and R evenue" m ade its belated ap­
pearance. It was this stamp th at received 
the "U. S. T. C." ove rprint, roman letters in 
bl ack (F ig. 30, A), listed by Scott. At about 
the same time th e Maharaja R ama V arma 
V ( R aj a VI) 1 ann a orange adhesive of 
1948 was simil arly overprinted (Fig. 30, C). 
Cont rary to prev ious prac tice this value 
was in sc ribed " Revenu e" only and is defi­
nitely a fiscal st amp. Both of the above 
stamps were overpr inted in full sheets from 
the same form which consis ted of 48 (8 x 6) 
repetitions of th e letters "U. S. T. C ." ( = 
U nited State of Travancore and Cochin) ap­
pearing at th e top of each stamp. One er­
ror has been detected in this form, a stamp 
from th e top row of th e sheet showing a 
missing stop af ter " S" (Fig. 30, B. C). This 
er ror is, of course, known on both th e R aja 
V (Type 2) and R aja VI stamps. The 
former was printed on Coch in Arms paper, 
perforated 13 on a single line guillotin e ma­
chin e, and gener ally found ungummed. The 
latter, on th e same paper, was perforated 
r r (gui llotine) and lightly gummed. The 
overprinting ope ration was probably done at 
Ernakulam. 

The Government Notification of Febru­
a ry 23, 1950 (see Chapter III , P art i.), 
which acknowledged th e change in name of 
the new State and authorized the over­
prints "T.-C." or "Travancore-Cochin" on 
ce rtain classes of st amps and stamp papers, 
, NO. 3 



TRAVANCORE-COCHIN 
A. a. 

c. 

D. E. 

G. 
F. H. 

Figure 30. The "U. S. T . C." and " T .-C." Overprints on Cochin Revenue, Anchal and 
Revenue Stamps and Travancore Revenue Stamps. Note Missing Stop after " S" on the upper 
le ft stamp of the top middle block and the top right single. 
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TRAVA NC ORE-COCHIN 
r es ulted in the overprint "T .-C.", black 
roman letters, being applied to the R aja VI I 

anna orange " Revenue" stamp (Fig. 30, F). 
This stamp, printed on Cochin Arms paper, 
perforated I I (guillotine) and lightly gum­
med, is listed by Scott but should be deleted 
as it is definitely a fi scal st amp. Scott also 
li sts th e R aja V (Type 2) I ann a orange 
" Anchal and R evenue" iss ue w ith this over­
print alone. W e h ave been un able to locate 
copi es nor have variou s individuals contacted 
by us seen such a stamp. 

Sometime during this same period the 
R aja V (T ype 2 ) I ann a orange "Anchal 
and Revenu e" st amps, perforated 13 (guil­
lotine), \\" aterm a rked Cochin Arms, and un­
g umm ed, appea red with the two line over­
prints in black, "T.-C." a t the top of the 
st amp in ro man letter s and " SIX PIES" or 
" ]\! NE PI ES" below th e portrait in small­
e r se ri f lette rs (Fig. 30, D , E). The 
"N f NE PI ES" portion of th e overprint cor­
responds to th e one line ove rprint (F orm C 
V III ) seen on thi s sa me 1 ann a st amp and 
desc ri bed in P a rt 2 of this ch apter. It is 
appa rent th at th e "T.-C." overprint was ap­
plied sepa rately from pl ates of one form of 
48 (8 x 6 ) subjects to both th ese st amps al­
ready overprinted " SIX PIES" and "NINE 
Pl ES " res pectively. The same form was 
pres um ably used fo r th e R aja VI fi scal st amp 
descr ibed in th e above pa rag raph. The 6 
pies on 1 ann a h as not been seen by us w ith­
out th e "T.-C." overprint , although it has 
been repo rted to Mess rs. H a rry Burgess and 
Company th at such a st am p ex ists. Printing 
e r ro rs a re in ou r hands with a mi ss ing stop 
a fte r "T " 6 pies on 1 ann a and 9 pies on 
I ann a and th e hyphen miss ing between "T ." 
and "C," 6 pi es on I ann a. The overprint­
in g w as probabl y ca rri ed out by th e State 
Press a t E rn akul am. 

Alth ough we beli eve th at th e I ann a 
" Anchal and R evenue'', R aj a V (T ype 2 ) , 
s tamp ove rprinted "U. S. T . C ." was pri­
marily iss ued for fisca l pu rposes, we a re cl as­
sifying th e 6 pi es/ 1 ann a and 9 pies/ I anna 
with "T.-C." as Anchal st amps since w e 
w ould presume th at th ey a re simil a r to the 
9 pi es/ 1 anna ( P a rt 2 of this chapte r ) which 
w as recognized by Anch al employees as a 
post age stamp . Re asons, other th an those 
a l ready mentioned, for listing th e R aja V 
( Type 2) " U. S. T . C." ( and "T .-C." if 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATE LIST, VOL . XXXIII ,
it exists ) 1 anna as an Anchal and fiscal 
stamp issued primarily for the latter purpose 
are as follows: 

( 1) The R aja I iss ue of Cochin included 
a r ann a "Anchal" stamp at a time when a 
post al rate existed for it. A I anna carmine 
revenue stamp, differing somewhat in design 
and wa term arked with one large conch shell 
st amp in stead of an umbrell a, was in use 
concurrently. 

( 2 ) The R aj a II , III ( both lithographed 
and r ecess printed ), and IV issues included 
I ann a orange "Anchal and Revenue" stamps 
even th ough a I anna Anchal rate did not 
exist during at le as t th e latter portion of 
this period. Presumably the Raja II issue 
w as accepted for both purposes as was also 
th e R aja III iss ue for a time. W e have 
seen exa mples with both Anchal and revenue 
cancell ation s. H owever, in the 1939-44 
period, R aja III r ann a st amps ( both re­
cess and lithog raphed) we re converted to 
other valu es o r Anchal st amps exclusively 
by th e overprint "A NCHAL" indicating a 
change in policy. W e believe this policy 
continued down to th e present day but will 
admit th at suppo rting evid ence from official 
docum ents is lackin g.22 (on page 72A) 

G etting back to our story, the current 
Travanco re r ann a ca rmine revenu e st amps 
we re overprinted "U. S. T. C ." or "T.-C.", 
pres um ably a t Trivand rum , in bl ack se rif 
letters small er th an th e Cochin overprints of 
a simil a r na ture (F ig. 30, G , H ) . Unlike 
the Anchal adh esives of Travanco re which 
we re exp ressed in th e local currency of cash 
and chuckrams, th e revenu e st amps were in 
Indi an currency prior to th e amalgamation 
of 1949. E xampl es have been seen with An­
chal cancellation s (Fig. 30, H) but this was 
an un authorized usage and probably w as due 

22 Ju st recentl y we have been fortun ate in uncove r­
in g addit ional docum ent s re lated to these iss ues. It 
now ap pea rs th at all of the so-ca ll ed posta l- fi scal 
sta mp s di scussed in thi s sect ion, incl udin g the "T -C" 
on 1 a nna Coch in Raja V (Ty pe 2) w ith the ad­
ditional overprints, ''SIX PIE S" and "NINE PIES", 
we re considered to be revenu e sta mp s by the T ravan­
corc-Coc hin Gove rnme nt . lt w ould al so app ea r that 
these sa me s ix and nine pies ove rprinted sta mps w ere 
iss ued with the "U. S. T . C." overprint although their 
ex istence h as not bee n re ported to date. When further 
ev id e nce is in w e shall discuss thi s prob lem in a 
se para te paper. 
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to the confusion existing in both the public 
.and Anchal employees' minds af ter the new 
State was proclaimed. These fiscal stamps 
we re printed from Jasik-prepared typo­
g raphic plates on th e "120 shell paper" prev-
THE CO
iously described . They we re gummed and 
perforated w ith the Travancore Stamp Man­
ufac tory guillotine m achines. The number 
of subj ects per sheet is unknown. No er­
rors of th e overprint have been reported. 
Perforated 13 

No. 

Check List 

" U. S. T. C." and " T .-C. " Overprints on 
Cochin and Travancore Postal-fi scal and 

Fi scal Stamps, 1949- 1950 
Primarily for Postal Use ( 1950) 

Thick light cream wove paper 

Ungummed Wm k. Cochin Arms 

l " T.-C." on 6 pies on l anna Cochin Raja V (Type 2), orange , " Anchal and Revenue" 
a . Stop after " T" missing 
b. Hyphen between " T " and " C" miss in g 

2 " T.-C. " on 9 pies on l anna Cochin Raj a V (Type 2 ) , orange, " Anchal and Revenue" 
a . Stop after "T" missing 

Fiscal and Postal Use ( 1949) 

Perfo ra ted 11 

Th ick light cream wove paper 

Gummed Wmk. Cochi n Arms 
3 " U. S. T . C." on l anna Cochin Raja V (T ype 2), o range, " Anchal and Revenue" 

a. Stop after "S" missi ng 

Note: Scott's 1953 catalogue li sts thi s same I anna Cochin stamp with the "T.-C." overprint. W e have 
been un able to confirm this listin g. 

Fiscal Use On ly ( 1949-1950 ) 

Thick light cream wove paper 

Pe rfo rated l l Gummed Wmk. Cochin Arms 

Fl " U. S. T . C. " on l anna Cochin Raja VI fiscal stamp, o range, " Revenue" 
a . Stop afte r "S" missing 

F2 " T .-C. " on l anna Cochin Raja VI fiscal stamp, orange, "Reven ue" 

Note: This stamp is listed by Scott ( 1953) as a postage stamp but should be deleted. 

Thin wh ite wove paper 

Perforated 11 , 12, 12 V2? Gummed Wmk. Conch Shell 
F3 " U. S. T . C. " on l anna Travancore Raja Bala Rama Varma fiscal stamp, carmine, 

F4 
"Revenue" 
" T.-C. " on 

''Revenue" 
anna Travancore Raja Bala Rama Varma fiscal stamp, carmine, 

(To Be Continued.) 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
P erkins Bacon R ecords. Vol. 1-XXVIII 
+ 526 pp. Vol. 2 VIII+ 336 pp. plus Index. 
Extracted with Commentary by th e late 
Percy D e W orms. Edited by J ohn Easton 
and Arnold Strange. Foreword by Sir J ohn 
Wil son. Publi shed 1953 by R oyal Philatelic 
Society, London. Price £6/ 6/ o. 

These two volumes, with their total of 
895 pages plus 32 plates in add ition, form 
th e most rema rkable sto rehouse of phila­
telic information , hitherto not available or 
only in fragments, th at has come into the 
open in many yea rs. For th e stud ent of 
each and every issue produced by P erkins, 
Bacon & Co., w heth er for Chile or Sarawak, 
fo r Nova Scotia or Cape of Good Hope, Vic­
to ri a o r Liberia, there is something new and 
valu able in this work. Indeed, in so many 
cases th at a mere list of th em would create 
an ove rl y wordy and dull r eview, the new 
information thus made accessible, se ttles 
questions upon which guesswork and con­
troversy have long r eigned supreme. 

A veritabl e fl ood of information is thu s 
poured into philately, swamping out many 
a supposed ly establi shed landm a rk. This is 
an advantage, since t ime-honored errors can 
now be elimin ated permanently. Probably 
seve ral decades will elapse before th e wide 
scope of new fac ts in this work shall have 
been fully abso rbed and pl aced within th e 
study of st amps. 

These volumes a re not , and do not claim to 
be-in fac t specifically disavow any such 
claim-a reprint of each and eve ry r ecord 
of the firm of P erkin s, Bacon & Co. They 
are the materi al which bears on st amps and 
stamp making, se lected from the complete 
reco rd s, which filled a mere 50 packing cases. 
The late P ercy de Worms did th e long t ask 
of selecting this materi al, as well as that of 
writing the commentaries where needed. 

The decisions as to which invoices, let­
te rs, reports, exce rpts from record books of 
all sort , should be included , wo uld appear to 
have been made with th at mature under­
standing which was required. For example, 
Mr. de Worms did not merely take the 
printing records ; for each order he also 111-

cluded the delivery record. r o fault at-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI II , 
t aches to his having kept each group of rec­
ords sepa rat e, instead of trying to assemble 
all information on one co untry in one place. 
In fact , this a rr angement serves ad mirably 
to bring matte rs mentioned on only a few 
co untries, but applying to st amps produced 
for many, to th e attention of the user of the 
books. 

The mate ri al is a rr anged in sections, with 
th e fundamental contr ac ts and the documents 
bear in g on th em, assembled country by coun­
try. Then follow sections which give es ti­
mates, eng raving and hardening records, 
lists of stamps invoiced ( th a t is, ac tu ally 
shipped ), and invoices for plant and ma­
terial. An adequate index makes use of the 
mate ri al thu s distributed , sufficiently con­
venient for all need s. 

Material befo re 18+8, cove ring the produc­
tion of th e first classic st amps of th e United 
Kingd om, has been omi tted from th e book, 
because this has been fully reported in Sir 
Edward B acon's work, Th e Line-Engraved 
Stamps of Great Britain. Thus th e present 
volumes star t with th e fir st inquiry on stamp 
making by M auritiu s in 18+8. They ex tend 
to 1898, with full coverage. Avowedly, no 
attempt was made to handl e any materi al 
after 1900 except such inquiries as referred 
to 19th Century stamps. 

U ntil th ese volumes appea red , we did 
not know th at this firm h ad produced the 
Liberi an 3-cent red and green of 1897. 
Nor did we know th at th e Lianos Post 
st amps, for the se rvice in I stanbul, Turkey, 
were made by Perkins B acon & Co. in 1865. 
Nor w as it known that th e l athe-work for 
th e stamped envelopes of Great Britain was 
done by this house. Th ese majo r surprises 
a re typical of the many new, unsuspected 
facts , which these two volumes se t definitely 
before us. The "minor" surprises, when 
assimilated into phil atelic thinkin g, may turn 
out to be equally significant. So numerous 
a re th ey th at we dare not t ake space to cite 
even one example. 

Mr. John Easton , in an able introduction, 
gives the history of Perkins, Bacon & Co. 
Your reviewers, or students interested 111 

some of the more recondite problems of 
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s tamp engrav in g, might consid er that some 
points of significa nce were omitted in thi s 
history. Such minor gaps, and minor inac­
curacies th at may show up, affect neither th e 
usefulness nor th e reliability of thi s wo rk. 
No doubt d iscove ry of such gaps will prod 
th ose noticing th em into publishing articles 
filling our lacun a in in fo rm ation. Thus, the 
r elation of th e P erkin s B acon fir m to th e 
various American eng raving houses of ea rly 
days, and th e American engrave rs involved , 
a r e not touched on in this co rrespond ence 
nor needed in any comm enta ry th ereon. W e 
hope th at a rticles on th ese matters, not blam­
ing Mr. de W orms and his edi tors for the 
absence of mention th ereof, w ill appear. 

The edito rs w ho wo rked on Mr. de 
W orms' manuscript, a decade o r so after 
he died, wou ld appea r to have changed noth­
in g beyond co rrecting manuscript erro rs, and 
to have elimin ated nothing. This was a very 
w ise decision. Their own few annotations 
a re both useful and informative. Th e high 
accu racy of all st atements would indicate th at 
both Mr. de Worms and th e editors searched 
carefu lly to fo res t all publishing mist akes . 

Answers to some m atter s of controversy 
a re fo und in th ese volumes. Of immedi ate 
interest is th at as to w heth er a case-h ard­
ened plate cou ld be sof tened, re-entered or 
r etouched where needed, and aga in case­
h ardened. At seve ral points it is st at ed th a t 
such a procedure was ca rried out. But this 
does not imply that any other fir m coul d, or 
actually did , do likewise. Nothing in th ese 
published records indicates anything as to 
varying degrees of case-h ard enin g fo r dies, 
transfe r rolls, and plates; ye t it seems evi­
dent th at th e same degree of hardn ess and 
same depth of hard ening was not sought in 
all situations. (In th ese books, th e term 
used is " hard ening" instead of th e more pre­
cise mod ern one , "case h ardening" . ) 

Likewise, th e qu estion of how many im­
press ions could be h ad from a steel plate is 
settled, for at leas t th ose m ade by this house. 
P erkin s, Bacon & Co. definitely st ate, on 
num erous occasions, th at 100,000 impressions 
could be had from a plate w hich th ey made. 
One plate is r epo rted in this book as h aving 
produced 376,000 shee ts of st amps for Great 
Britain. 

For some of us, extra interest will attach 
to th e applications shown of the various 
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background patterns on an American-made 
transfe r roll, used in constructing dies for 
many st amps. Likewise, such plates as show 
experiment ation with seve ral of these pat­
terns, will be of special appeal. At this point 
it might be well to call to the a ttention of 
users of th e book th at th e termin ology used 
by this grand old house is not th at tod ay 
current in North America. What we call 
a "die" is a flat die in P erkins Bacon & Co.'s 
records and correspondence; w hat we call a 
" tr ansfer ro ll " is a roller die. Likewise, the 
term hardening is used fo r all grades, de­
grees and kinds of case-hardening. The user 
w ho does not heed this semantic differe nce 
may easil y go as tr ay. 

T hi s firm did li thography, as shown on 
Costa Rican and Liberian stamps. Their 
let ter-p ress pri nting (for which the French 
t e rm " typog raphy" persists in phil atelic use) 
wou ld seem never to have included produc­
tion of any stamps. 

Compared to other contemporary fi rms as 
well as th ose of our own days, P erkins Bacon 
seem to have been much less secretive about 
technical matters. No such de tailed infor­
m ation on their processes has thu s far been 
unearthed in co rrespond ence from oth er 
houses, w heth er in E ngland , Canada or the 
U nited Sta tes. W e do not know th e rea­
sons fo r thi s lack of secretiveness; but we 
are gratefu l indeed th at th e inhibitions 
against telling the fac t s were absent. 

The correspond ence is not onl y of direct 
philatelic interest. It is a r eposito ry of th e 
meth ods, conditions and even detai l usages, 
of doing business, which ob tai ned in early 
Victorian E ngland. As such, it may well 
meri t use by histori ans ou tside th e philatelic 
field. The ro le of Britain as th e suppli er of 
manufactured art icles to th e r est of th e 
wo rld , befo re industrialization had spread 
further afie ld , is quite strikingly exemplifi ed 
-as is th e coming of compe tition from other 
countries in th e later period. Such fea tures 
as th e administrative a rrangements lagging 
behind tech nical skill , so th at delays in de­
livering orders occurred because the "front 
office" did not plan adequately, make inter­
es ting re ading. Corporate growth in mod­
ern industry has provided m any a parallel 
as well as m any an example of avoiding this 
particular bit of immaturity. 
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From thi s survey of the content of the two 
volumes, there is clearly indicated to the 
st amp stud ent th e poss ibilities of help w hich 
th ey can render him. No qualifications are 
needed . Any errors which may be present 
have escaped us. W e have been told th at 
detail mi stakes exis t in some st atements abou t 
th e hi story of th e firm. These do not af­
fect any strictly phil atelic matter. Like­
w ise, shou ld any user cavil at omission of 
any aspect of so me st amp or issue w hich 
interests him, he m ay be su re th at nothin g 
beari ng on th a t aspect was found in th e 
whole 50 boxes of records by Mr. de Worms. 

The fo rm at and typesetting comply wi th 
th e cr iteria for ease of r ead ing, se t up in 
19.+0 on the basis of ample experiment by 
P atterson & Tinker. The presswork is 
done with all needed care and something 
more. The illustrations, like th e tex t pages, 
reflect th e completely competent workman­
ship of th e pri nters, Robert MacLehose & 
Co. Ltd., of G lasgow, and th e loving care 
which Mr. Easton and Mr. Strange gave to 
this project. 

The index, as prev iously mentioned, is ade­
qu ate. Because it deals w ith such t echnical 
m at ters, and because of th e terminology of 
th e engravin g craft in Victorian England, it 
might present some difficulty to a user not 
well in formed on line engraving and siderog­
raphy. But th a t condition cann ot be avoided 
in an index to a wo rk dealing wi th matters 
so techn ical as th ose here involved . 

Such are th e fea tures of thi s new basal 
work in philately. From now onward , any­
one attempti ng a thorough stu dy of, or mono­
graph on any stamps included within these 
r ecords, simply w ill not have even approached 
the subj ect unl ess he uses the information 
th e rein given. W e trust th at th e cu ltural 
lag in th e use of this information wi ll be fa r 
shorter than it has been in so many cases of 
publications bringing new kn owledge into 
ou r fie ld. W. S. B. a11d S. G. R. 

U11i terl States P os tage Stamps r945- r952 by 
Sol Glass. Published by th e Bureau I ssues 
Association, Inc., W es t Somerville, Mass. 
280 pp. indexed. Cloth bound. Price $5 .00. 

This a ttrac tive book covers a r ange of 79 
commemorative and l I air mail st amps. I ts 
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purpose 1s to continu e th e backgro und ma­
te ri al on 20th cen tury issues " ·he re J ohl's 
books ceased. This work is most generous 
w ith illustrations, at le as t one being found 
on each of its almost 300 pages. Each st amp 
is described in a si milar m ann er. These 
are 1) Reason for I ssue o r Event Commem­
orated; 2) Source of th e design; 3) Re­
jected and unused des igns; 4) First D ay 
Sale Ceremonies; 5) Statistical D ata and 
6) Plate R ecord. 

This book is t ailo red for popula r con­
su mption for which purpose th e reade r will 
receive an almost perfect fi t. Y et th e philat­
elist ( th e stud ent of st amps, if you w ill) 
will find many thin gs lackin g. This reviewe r 
believes th a t th e omission of desired phila­
telic in for mation was due mainly to an ove r­
sight on th e part of th e au th or. Mr. Glass 
is kn owledgeable about th e more recent com­
memorative st amps of the U nited Sta tes. 
Beside he kn ows the inside and insiders in 
W ashington , D. C. about as well as any phi­
lateli st. H e evide nces thi s knowledge in hi s 
d isclos ures in regard to th e printing of th e 
19+7 Cipex Souvenir Sheet and on pages 225-
26 about the electric eye markings used to 
perforate th e 1952 Inte rn ational R ed Cross 
stamp. 

But the au th or unfortunately ass um es th at 
all kn ow that th e 19+5-52 U. S. issues we re 
printed on ou r mode rn high speed presses. 
Therefore he omi ts all references to print­
ing methods, gum, paper and perfo rations. 
l\/Ios t phil ateli sts a re curious, so th ey would 
like to know th a t stamps produced by the 
Bureau of Engraving and P ri nting in 1950 
o r 1951 , for instance, we re done in th e exact 
same mann er as those in 19.+7 o r before 
th en. 

Now w h at about the pl ates? H ow many 
impressions can our modern plates produce? 
This book di scloses that ce rtain st amps like 
th e 6-cent air mail h ad pl a te runs well over 
l ,000,000 impressions while th e ave rage out­
put for th e commemoratives was abo ut 100,-
000 per plate . I s a plate eve r retouched in 
th ese times? When is it sc r apped? F urther­
more, in this book's plate data, one notices 
th at cer t ain plates often were not used. 
Why? Only in a few instances is an ex­
pl ana tion offered. 

W as th e gum used in 1950 the exact same 
as th a t of a decade before? I s the Bureau 
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using th e same paper? H ave any changes or 
improvements been made in the electric eye 
pe rforating process currently used? 

Nor is th e book complete. This is due to 
the fact th a t at th e time of publication some 
of th e comm emoratives from the 1952 Mount 
Rushm ore l\/lemorial st amp were still on 
sale. Thus it was impossible to supply the 
printing and pl ate data on those issues. 
After all , Mr. Gl ass's work had as its goal 
"the book of r eco rd " on United States' st amps 
from 19+5 through 1952. 

This rev iewe r would like to inj ect one ob­
se rva tion which has no bea ring on the quality 
of this book. It sell s for $5 .00-consid er ably 
more th an th e current phil atelic value of all 
th e st amps. Thus we wonder if collectors 
will pay more for a book th an fo r th e stamps 
themse lves. Should th e sales of this wo rk, 
th erefo re, prove successful, it wi ll demon­
strate, in our opinion , that collectors h ave a 
keen interest in philate lic liter ature. 

It is to be regretted th a t this beauti fu lly 
produced book ca nn ot be called sa tisfying to 
the philatelist because of the above ci ted 
om1ss10ns. On the oth er hand , th e w ritten 
record of all U nited States stamps is most 
essenti al. Mr. Glass is to be stron gly com­
mend ed for his efforts and se rvices to stamp 
co ll ecting even if he h as fai led to inform 
some of us completely. (H . M. G.) 

United States Commemorative 
1952 by Willi am W. Wylie. 
Van D ahl , Albany, Oregon. 
bound. Price $ 1.00. 

Issu es 1943-
Published by 

68 pp. P aper 

Quite co-incidentally, within a short span 
of a few months, two books were publi shed 
on almost the same st amps. The book of 
Mr. Glass's is reviewed above . It sta rts two 
yea rs later ( 19+5 ) th an Mr. Wylie's. The 
Glass book sells for $5.00, whi le Wylie's 
book cos ts $1.00. The price differential is 
obviously due to style. W ylie's bookl et has 
no illu str ation s, is paper bound and a far less 
costly production. 

Ignoring these style differences, how do 
th e contents compare? l\/Ir. Glass's book is 
far more detailed. T aking one st amp at ran­
dom, th e 19+8 Swedish Pioneers, one finds 
Mr. Glass's tex t covering close to 2y;i pages 
with one illustra tion , while W ylie tre ats this 
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stamp with 25 lines . W ylie titl es his book 
"Essen ti al Information" and offers simply 
th at. Glass writes far more in detail in­
cluding the Pres id enti al Order for th e st amp, 
th e o rigi n and study of the design and First 
D ay Sale Ceremonies, all of which are not 
mentioned in th e paper bound booklet. But 
is all of this in fo rm ati on essenti al to the 
stamp coll ecto r ? Our own personal opinion 
is th at it need not be so ex tended in a phila­
telic work as in the more expensive book. 

However, we fou nd Glass far more de­
tailed about the statistical data, ,,·hich has 
great phi late lic signi ficance. For instance, 
Wylie, as G lass , only indicates the original 
printing order of 75 million of the 1943 
Swedish Pioneers. G lass , not Wylie, shows 
that only 6+, 198, 150 were issued. 

Wylie , kn own to us personally as one of 
the most intelligent, and conscientious Ameri­
ca n stamp paper ed ito rs, was unfortunate in 
th e selection of hi s title. H e ca relessly 
ca ll ed his booklet " Comm emorative I ss ues", 
but included seven stamps that are not. 
These are regular air mail issues. This 
sli p has no beari ng upon the contents. 

So here is a collector's choice, something 
rarely avail able to him w ith philatelic litera­
ture. If one is interes ted in the very recent 
United States st amps for further backgrou nd 
material, he can choose betwee n spending one 
dollar for a 68-page unillustrated booklet or 
expendin g five times th e amou nt for a 280-
page de lu xe book, richly illustra ted with far 
more details, no doubt of interest to many 
although this reviewer considers some parts 
ext r aneous. (H. M. G.) 

Th e ff/ est-End Philatelist, Golden Jub ilee 
No. M ar .-A pr. 1954· Edited by Arnold M. 
Strange, F.R.P.S.L. Publishers David Field, 
Ltd. , London , England. Price 2/ thi s copy. 

A Gold en J ubi lee fo r any philatelic publi­
cation in th e world is not only a milestone 
but an exception. Fifty years ago, back in 
March 190+, the British stamp dealing house 
of D. Field began "a monthly m agazine for 
all interested in st amp-collecting". Without 
intending to place the American dealers in a 
less favorable light , it must be noted how 
many fine philatelic publications h ave and are 
still bein g produced by the commercial ele­
ment in Britain and Europe. "The W est-
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E nd Phil atelist " has maintained a good pub­
lication for 50 yea rs. To mark th e eve nt, a 
special number was issued which shou ld be 
noted in this magazine. 

Little more need be said than just ci ting 
the titl es of the art icles and th e le adi ng phi­
la teli sts who authored th em. Of the r a r­
es t co- incidence, the editor of the first num­
ber of 50 yea rs ago leads off . Mr. Bertram 
W. H. P oole, now a resident of California, 
writes a sho rt resume of th e beginning yea rs 
from March 1904-191 I. Mr. P oole is still 
go ing strong, hardly a month passing with­
out hi s familiar by-l ine appearing in some 
American stamp journ al. It is most remark­
abl e th a t Mr. Poole could g ree t in person 
th e magaz in e he started before many, w ho 
now read this , were born. 

S ir J o hn Wil so n writes on " Th e r e 
were W onderf ul Giants of Old ". M. Beau­
mont, Presid ent of The Royal Phil atelic So­
ciety, London has four pages on "20th Cen­
tury Stamps of Great Britain". John E as t­
on, we ll -known stud ent of stamp designs and 
a professiona l publi sher, desc ribes "Fifty 
Ye a rs of Stamp D es ign". And, w ho was 
chose n to write on Au strali a's fifty yea rs of 
phil ately? Yo u guessed it, non e other th an 
J. R. W . Purves. Mr. J. Schmidt-Ande r­
son handles Scandinavian Phil ately; J al 
Cooper, th a t of India; H arold , G. D. Gis­
burn , "50 Years of P owered F light"; and 
th e ubiqu itous Willi ams brothers, "Fifty 
Years of Phil atelic Literature"; not to omit 
R. Co urtn ey Cade's paper on "Fifty Y ea rs of 
Briti sh Colon ial Stamps". Each of th ese 
a re good popu la r reading; not deep philately 
which all of th ese phil a teli sts h ave shown 
th ey ca n produce. These are stimulating 
writings demon stra ting that " th e long hairs 
do not always compose five hour-long 
operas" . 

Most of all of th e above can be fai rly 
called British. There is one a rticle on "Fifty 
Ye ars of U nited States P ostage Stamps" 
that we desire to stress in this r ev iew. The 
auth or is Winthrop S. Boggs . It would be 
emb arrass ing to pra ise thi s work at th e ex­
pense of the other lea rn ed contributors or 
beca use of the au th or's act ive association 
wi th thi s magaz ine. Yet a di sse rvice would 
be done to the American coll ecto r if the 
article were not called to his a ttention. Col­
lecting U. S. commemorative stamps is a 
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pleasant , easy task. Going into our r egu lar 
issues with th e watermarks, perforations, fl at 
pl a te o r rotary press printing, coil s and pa­
pers, presents a most complex problem to 
all but th e mos t experienced specialist. Most 
of our popular liter ature is about the Com­
memora tive issues, ac tu ally th e simple 
st amps. Outside of an expensive book , little 
guid ance is written abo ut th e baffling regu­
la r post age issues . Boggs approaches these 
in a most stra ight-forwa rd , common sense 
manner. H e does not pontificate, nor does 
he display with bombas t his knowledge about 
th ese stamps. Inste ad he instructs, he simpli­
fi es, he guides us to better understand th e 
how, w hy and reason for a scarce flat pl ate 
perf. 10, one cent g reen st amp . All that w e 
can advi se is "Am erican st amp papers, please 
copy! " 

The "Golden Jubil ee" number of th e 
"West-End Phil a telist" shou ld not become 
another of th e many forgotten pieces of phil­
atelic lite ra ture. W e commend all who h ad 
anything to do w ith it and recomm end it 
to all , the less mature coll ecto r as well as 
the high-powered philatelist. ( H. M. G. ) 

Th e D esigning of P os tage Stamps by W. F. 
Goud e. Publica ti on of the Netherland s 
P osts, Teleg raph and T elephone, The H ague 
1953. Printed by th e Netherlands Govern­
ment Printery, F luwelen Burgwal 18, The 
H ague, H oll and . Price fl 4.75. 

A s th e fou rth in a series of publica tions by 
the P. T. T. this important wo rk from the 
hand of Mr. W. F. Gouwe, for mer aes thetic 
adviso r to th e Postal Department of th e 
Nether lands Government, is of g re at interest 
to philateli sts. If anyone is qualified to write 
such a book, it ce rta inly is Mr. Gouwe, who, 
until J anuary I , 1952, h ad such a tremen­
dous influence on the design and the general 
appearance of th e Netherlands postage 
st amps. 

Mr. Gouwe has arranged his wo rk in such 
a way th at th e chapters follow each oth er in 
logical sequence. Starting wi th th e begin­
ning, which could be called the " idea" of the 
stamp, he bui ld s up his story step by step 
through the design to th e fin al appearance 
of the st amp. Special emphasis is pl aced on 
th e limitat ions th e a rtist h as to contend with 
in the designing of such a small "work of 
NO. 3 175 



BOOK R EVIEWS 
art" as a stamp and the necessi ty of ve ry 
close coope r ation and understanding of each 
others difficulti es between the a rti st , th e en­
grave r and the man w ho fin ally produces the 
pl a tes for the printing of the st amps. The 
author points out th e desirability of an ad­
visor well versed in th e most deta iled opera­
tion s needed to produce st amps of th e high­
es t qu ality, both artistically and technically. 

Tex t to th e pictori al design, the author 
considers of th e greatest importance the 
proper design of letters and numer als. And 
he points out th a t in thi s aspect many diffi­
culties have to be overcome. Just how im­
portant he does consid e r thi s point might 
perh aps be learned from what he wri tes on 
page 28-"And therefore it is our wish that 
eve ry phil ateli st wou ld not co nfin e himself 
to th e 'value' determined by a perforation 
variety, by a mi sp rint or by a first day can­
cell a tion , but wou ld expend time and effort 
in th e study of th e g raphic value, th e aes­
thetic qu ality, th e postage st amp art, would 
get to kn ow the work of ou r typographers 
and stud y th e history and the development 
of th e a rt of printing" . Mr. Gouwe tell s 
hi s story with a kn owledge and a love of his 
subject th at has seldom, if ever , been eq ualed. 

Unfortunately for us in th e United States, 
th e book is written in Dutch, a most diffi­
cu lt language for th e uniniti a ted; ye t it is 
most worthwhile for the Am erican philatelist. 
Some 47 pages of illustr ations, done so beau­
tifully as to equal proofs or essays, speak 
a langu age universally und erstood. 

J ohann es de Kruyf 

Catalogue des V arihes de Frnnce 1900-1949, 
by Leon ard W anos and E . de Bell eville. 
P aris, 1949, 2nd Edition , 228 pp. Office 
Philatelique de P a ris, 37-38 Galerie Mont­
pensier. 525 francs, pape r. 

When this volume appea red, it seemed to 
be " just anoth er catalog." However, the 
four yea rs of use of it by various students 
in this country has shown that it is something 
ve ry much more, something exceedingly use­
ful. However bel ated, a review may even 
now thus be of service. 

It is a listing, with illustr ations but no 
annotations or detail descriptions, w ith no 
interpretations as to origin, of all the known 
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varie ties, major and minor, fou nd on French 
stamps from the Type Blanc of 1900 to the 
st amps current in ea rly 1949. Sometimes up 
to 50 va rieti es compri sing paper, print, miss­
ing lette rs, double perforations, such as for 
th e IOc g reen I 922 Sower, a re given. 

Color-naming is by no means consistent 
through the book; no r, for th a t matter a re· 
eith e r th e terminology or th e cho ice of va rie­
ties to repo rt. The la tter limitation may be 
caused by fai lure of coll ecto rs to chronicle 
varieties kn own to them, in th e stamp jour­
nals. The American user will find th e glos­
sa ry a t the start inadequate. For example,. 
"p iqu age a cheval", listed for a t least half 
th e st amps covered, is not given. Yet it would 
be h a rd for mos t of us to discover from any 
French dictionary th a t this means "pe rfor a­
tions across cente r of stamp design". 

D espite any and a ll defec ts, nothing ye t pro­
duced on 20th Cen tury French Stamps has s°' 
w id e a fie ld of usefulness for the collector. 
It is the necessary work fo r those w ho do 
not wish to mi ss any variety. It brings to 
20th Century France th e same interest and 
r espect with which France va ri eties before 
1876, o r those of U . S. st amps in th e Bank 
Note period , a re consid e red. The collector 
of French 20th Century issues who tries to 
ge t along w ith out it is just hobblin g himself. 

S. G. R. 

Th e P ostage Stamps of Arm enia, Part I , 
Th e Fram ed Monograms , by S. D. T chiling­
hiri an and P . T. Ashford. Published in 1953 
by The Brit ish Society of Ru ssian Phil ately, 
20, Bayham Rd. , Knowle, Bristol, +, Eng­
land. 62 pages including 4 pages of maps 
and plates and 3 pages of t ables. Price 7/6d . 

Th ere a re countries whose st amps h ave 
not been generally collected because of the 
fact th at there is little or no knowledge abou t 
th e country o r th e st amps. One such cou ntry 
h as been Armenia. Tow there is no longer 
an excuse for neglecting the stamps of Ar­
meni a because a comprehensive and authori­
t ative book on th ese stamps is in the process 
of production . The first section of this 
work has been published. It is th e type of 
book w hich w hen read would cause a serious 
philatelist to say to himself, " I w ish I could 
have written this". 
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W e have been privileged to count one of 
th e auth ors, Mr. S. D . T chilinghiri an, among 
our friends for several year s. W e do not 
know of anyone more fitted through back­
ground or philatelic knowledge to und ert ake 
this work . H e is the bes t stud ent of Armen­
ian philately in our estimation . His phila­
telic kn owledge is most broad and his writ­
ings in th e pas t have cove red many oth er 
fields . W e kn ow Mr. Ashford only through 
co rrespond ence, but th ere is a qu ality in his 
\vork which has been most pleasing. This is 
an open min d and the wi llingness to lis ten to 
oth e r op inions w ithou t stubbornness. This 
is a requisite for schola rship, especially in 
phil ately. This team of T chilinghiri an and 
Ashford th e refore h as brought out a th or­
ough and accu rate study of th ese littl e known 
st amps from the shortlived ind epend ent gov­
e rnm ents of Armenia. 

The book begi ns wi th an hi storical intro­
duc ti on to th e past and present hi sto ry of 
Armeni a. This historical background has 
never before been made avai lable to philat­
elists. Then th e study goes deeply into th e 
meth od of applyin g th e ove rprints and into 
th e cancell ations which were appli ed du ring 
th e period of th eir use. For the first time, 
illu str ation s have been supplied of th e genu­
in e types of th e "framed Zed" monogr ams 
and c rite ri a have been given for th e me asure­
ments of th ese ove rprints which make it pos­
sibl e fo r the stud ent to know th e cou nterfe its 
from th e genuin e. The cancell ations and 
townm arks a re also illustrated in th eir genu­
ine form together with examples of th e fa ke 
markin gs fo r compa rison. 

As no work of man is perfect nei ther is 
thi s book. But we can find no m ajor points 
of criticism. There are some minor points 
which co uld be cited , but th ey a re too slight 
to affect th e usefu lness of th e volume. They 
a re mostly in a rr angement of th e mate ri al 
and an occasional lack of clarity in th e text . 
This a rises probably fro m th e g reat famili­
ari ty of th e authors w ith the material. 
Many authors forget that th eir read ers a re 
not as familiar w ith the subj ect as they a re. 
The tendency is to pass over some points 
lightl y which a re self-evident to th em but 
not to the reader, particul a rly if he is not 
as fami li a r with th e subject as th ey are. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, 
The printing and format of this volume 
show a vast improvement over previous 
works published by th e British Society of 
Russian Philately. The use of slick paper 
and letterpress printing make thi s volume 
much more presentable than th e multigraph 
process used previously. We know th e 
problem of cost control which th ey faced. 
In this they a re not alone, because publish­
ing cos ts a re bane of every phil atelic student 
w ho wishes to make his knowledge avail­
ab le to oth ers . The use of 8-point type 
makes th e r eading a bit difficult in the longe r 
passages. But fortunately, these are few and 
do not detract from the usefulness of the 
volume. 

W e hea rtily r ecommend thi s volume to the 
se rious stud ent of Ru ss ian philately. We 
also recommend it to anyone w ho wishes to 
begin a study of Armenian st amps. It is 
basic for thi s purpose. A s an example of 
what we co nsider good phila telic \Hit ing it 
is outstanding. 

H.D .S.H. 

A Catalogu e of Cylinder Flaws of King 
G eorge V I Great Britain Commemoratives. 
I 95.+ (Second Edition). C rabtree Press, 
Brighton , England , 20 pp., paper 4s 6d. 

This littl e book, illustra ting and listing the 
minor varieties in th ese rotogravure issues, 
is a sound job of philatelic schola rship w ithin 
its avowed limita ti ons. Taken in conn ection 
wi th Sellmansberger's a rticle in TH E COL­
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST of July 195I , it 
gives us a reasonably complete picture of 
what is now kn own of th ese varieties. In 
itself it does not li st th ese for all th e issues 
included in its intended scope, but has omit­
ted almost all that Sellmansberger covered. 
In th e one case of overlap of content, one 
of the previously r eported varieties is omit­
ted. 

Illustrations of the varieties a re particu­
larly w ell done . 

A summ ary of listings, with prices report­
ed (apparently actu al market report, not a 
"price-setting" op inion) winds up the book. 
It is too bad th at the author does not give 
his name anywhere. 

S. G. R. 
NO. 3 177 



SMALL COLLECTIONS 
The following are se lected at random from my Feb ruary Bulletin , which offers 34 small 

collections, all of prime quality , with no cheap or damaged stamps or fakes included in 
catalogue values. 

AUSTRIA 19th century, classified by perfs, 
mounted, includes postage dues and 40-
50 compounds. Total 1953 Scott $60.++ $ 22.50 

CURACAO 88 varieties on Specialty Album 
pages through 1938. Most u sed , including 
VF 7 and 12. Catalogues $56. + ................ 26.00 

NETHERLANDS 304 varieties most u sed to 
about 1939, on Specialty pages. VF 
condition throughout. 1953 Scott was 
$100. + ·--------------------------------------- .. ---------.. ·-------- 50. 00 

RUSSIA 19th century, 60 varieties. VF nos. 
1, 3 and 11 are included. 1953 Scott 
was $99.+ ------- ---- ------- -- -- .. ------------------------------.. 45.00 

HONG KONG Almost all used, lacking very 
few , to about 1941. Includes 3 postal-
fiscals used and 54 PORT cancels, with 
028. Scott 1954 is $350. +- without the 
cancels. Mounted --------- --- --------------------------.. ·--- 250.00 

SPAIN Colorful collection of SPECIMENS, 
includes the VIRGEN DEL PILAR com­
plete with errors. 70 varieties, 14 of 
which are listed and priced by Sanabria 
at $65. Scott for normals is $97 .80 -------- 35.00 

U. S. CUT SQUARES 224 varieties, one 
letter card, on National pages. 1853-
1934 only. Indicated net breakdown $171. ____________ __ _________________ _______________________________ .... 135.00 

My bulletins are free for the asking. welcome your inquiries for single items and 
collections of all kinds. Fu rther details on any of the above gladly given. 

RICHARD N. CON·E 

606 WEST LIBERTY STREET VERMILION , OHIO, U. S. A. 
LI. s. PRICE LIST 
OUR 68 PAGE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLUDES : 

Confederate Issues 
U. S. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of U. S. Plate 

Number Blocks 

Your Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers 
Will Be Appreciated . 

JOHN A. FOX 
173 Tulip Avenue, Floral Park, N. Y. 
VII THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, NO. J 



REVIEWING 
A 
REVIEW 

Practically every serious 
in the world has seen 
other of the Annual 
that are published each 
50 Pall Mall. 

collector 
one or 
Reviews 
year at 

The 1952-53 Review has just 
appeared price 30 cents post free. 

The 48 art pages are packed 
with information, 116 illustra­
tions in black and white and 
eleven in colour. 

The following points are featured: 

Wh ich stamps rose in value and 
which fell. 

Which stamps were bought by 
each continent. 

Which stamps were the most 
popular in the United Kingdom. 

What prices were realised for 450 
rare and unusual pieces. 

How overseas buyers can pay in 
their own country for purchases 
in the United Kingdom. 

How overseas sellers can benefit 
from the popularity of the London 
Market. 

How to avoid a forced sale and 
find the best of the world's 
markets. 

How the beneficiaries of three es­
tates shared $50,000 which might 
have been lost. 

READ AND KEEP YOUR COPY 

CAREFULLY AND BUY ONE FOR 

YOUR FRIENDS 

ROBSON LOWE Ltd. 
HEAD OFFICE: 

50 Pall Mall , London, S. W . 1. 
Cables: "Stamps, London .. 

Agent in America: 

CARL E. PELANDER 
54 5 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI!I, N
Offer these to us-Our records 

show dealings ranging from 

small collections to an accumu­

lation of one of the oldest 

U. S. A. Dealers. Outright cash 

purchase or, if desired , Auction . 

Cet more for your stamps ! 

Write us today. 

Ask for free copy of our 

Auction Catalogue! 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
15 Park Row, New York 38 

Tel. Ba. 7- 3830 
Specialization 
If you are intensively specialized in the 

early stamps of any country except 
Un ited States, it will probably pay to get 
in touch with me. If I do not have ma­
terial of immed iate interest to you in my 
stock, I will make a determined effort to 
locate something for you. Thi s applies 
to all specia lized areas such as proofs, 
"used-abroads" mixed frankings, covers, 
e tc. I have exceptional connections in 
thi s country, England, France , Germany, 
Belgium, Netherlands, Spain and Switzer­
land. 
An A gent for M essrs. Robson Lowe 

Ltd., of London, England, for 
Canada, the Unit ed States and 

th e European Continent. 

RO BERT W. LYMAN 
90 Markland Stree t 

HAMILTON , ONTARIO, CANADA 
A . S . D. A., C. S. D. A .• A. P. S. 

Collectors Club of New York 
O. 3 VIII 



FOR 

ClatLtic 
!JMUJla 

WRITE TO: 

DOUGLAS ROTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

N'ewlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
1X THE COLLE
WE SPECIALIZE IN 

AMC 

ISRAEL 

POLAND 

TRIESTE 

VATICAN CITY 

New Price Lists. Just Out. 
Write for your free copy. 

fany, ma ny more inter esting items 
in stock 

What do yo u need? 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
116 NASSAU ST., NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 

ASDA-Coll ectors Club 
S. L. BA YER, Prop. 
Boston 
Auction Sales 

OF CHOICE 

United States 

and 

Foreign 

HELD REGULARLY 
Catalogues Free 

Daniel F. I( ell eh er 
7 Water Street, Boston 9, Mass. 
( 

At Your Service 
For All 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
PHILATELIC 
COMMERCIAL 
INTERIORS 
PORTRAITS or 
CANDIDS 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Photographer for the 

Collectors Club Philatelist.) 

205 West 57th Street 
New York 19, N. Y. 
CTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX!ll, NO. 3 



1954 

B.N.A. Catalog 
a co mplete 44-pa ge i 11 ustrated I ist­
ing of Canada, British Columbia, 
New Brunswick, Newfoundland, 
Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island 

includ ing 

mint and used Bloc ks, Plate Blocks , 
Offic ial s, Postal Stationery, Reve­
nues and I mperforates. 

PRICE 10c 
(Refundable on a $2.00 order ) 

MONTHLY AUCTIONS 
s tl-ong in B.N.A. 

11/ustrated catalog sent on request . 

J N SISSONS 59 WELLINGTON W, 
• • TORO NTO , CANADA. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XX..'CIII, NO
SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 
oi cltoice 

UNITED STATES 

Stamps and Covers 

Yf uction sales held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9 , Mass. 
TIBET 
Scott Nos. Price 

6 & 7 Used on covers ....... ........... .. $50.00 

13-17 In unused complete sheets of 
12 (5 sheets) ............................ 20.00 

13-17 Unused s ingles (5 values ).... 2 .00 

13-17 Used si ngles (5 values ) .. .. .. 2.50 

17 On original cover, " Lhasa" 
postmark .... ... .. .............. .... ....... .. 2 .00 

1 5 o r 1 6 or 1 7 on cove r, 
" SH ICATSE" postmark .... .... Each 2.00 

ALL GUARANTEED GENUINE. 

Postage extra. Prices in U. S. Dollars 

Payment acceptable by personal cheq ues. 

W e specia lise in the stamps of Ind ia, Ind ian 
States, Nepal and Tibet. Want lists r eceive 
prompt a nd careful attention. 

B. L. DHAUN & SONS 
(Members: P . T. S. L ONDON) 

DESRAJ STREET, PATIALA. ( INDIA ) 
THE HOUSE OF 

AIR MAIL STAMPS 
EXCLUSI VELY 

Mint + Used + Single Stamps 
Sets + Miniatu re Sheets and 

Collections. 

WRITE for our NEW ' 54 Catalog 

Th is com prehensive price list of standa rd ca t a­
log stam ps of t he World pertaining t o A IR 
MA I L STAMPS, AIR R ATES & AVIATION 
TOPICS is an IDEAL GUIDE a nd CH ECK LIST 
fo r Collectors. 

50c Deductible from 
First $5 Order 

Our Prices are righ t. Our stock is abou t 85 % 
co mp lete. We buy & Sell Qua lity Air Stamps. 

Member: A. S. D. A., C. C. of N. Y., P . T. S. 
Ltd. and all leading U . S. Philatelic Societies 

NORMANDY STAMP STUDIO, Inc. 
408 South Spring St., Los Angeles, 13 , Cal. 

Visitors A lwavs fV elcome 
. 3 x 



NEW SUPPLEMENTS ! NEW 1954 EDITIONS! 

5 SCOTT SPECIALTY ALBUMS 
Fu ll 

Suppleme nts Al bu m 
GREAT BRITAIN, BRITISH EUROPE and 

OCEANIA ........... .. .............. ... ...... ... ..... ........... . # 15 $1.75 $13.00 

BRITISH AFRICA ............. .. ... ... ...... ....... ............. . .. # 15 2.00 13.00 

BRITISH AMERICA ........... .... .... .. ....................... . . # 15 2.00 12.00 

BRITISH' NORTH AMERICA (pages only ) .. ...... .. # 14 .75 1.50 

BRITISH ASIA (2 binders ) .......................... .... .. .. # 15 2.75 17.00 

Orde r today from your dealer . 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS" Inc~ 
580 Fifth Ave. , New York 36, N. Y. 
"fl'or tlie Connoisseur" 

JULIARD 

CATALOGUE No. 5 

90 countries, esp. US. (s ingles, mult ., 

cove rs, locals ) G. B. (plenty # 1, 2 pounds) 

' B.N.A., Latin Am ., Austria, Bel g ium (spec .) 

Fi n land (#2, 2lg.) France (ba lloons .. . ) 

Swi tz . (reconstructed p lates ... ) eso . 

Juliards full guarantee 

Ask your fr ee copy 

ALEX S. JULIARD, Narberth, Pa. 
X I THE COLL
I N ow is The Time 
to secure convenie nt 

a uct ion dates for our 

FALL 1954 

AUCTION SEASON 

Our sales a re international ly known fo r the 

carefu l ca ta log descriptions and the good 

pr ices realized . If you intend to sell, con­

tact us w ithout delay, so that the necessa ry 

arrangements can be completed before the 

su mmer vacations. 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 Fifth Avenue (at 44th St.) 

New York 36, N . Y. 
Telephones : MU2-7106 and 2-6976 

Cable address: MERCSTAMP NEWYORK 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX! ll , NO. 3 



COLLECTORS CLUB HANDBOOKS 

FREN(;H MOR0(;(;0 
The 1943-44 Tour Hassan Issues 

By Charles Neidorf 
56 Pages .. .. .. ... .. . . . .. . .. . . . .. 62 Illustrations .......... .. .. .. . ... . .. . Price $1.SO 

<;ONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERI(;A 
The Two (;ent Green Stamp 

By Howard Lehman 
23 Pages ........ .... ....... .. ... 41 Illustrations .... .. .. .... .... ... ... .. Price $1.00 

The Postage Stamps and Postal History of 
TIBET 

By Harrison D. S. H'averbeck 
53 Pa1es . .. . . .. .. . ... . . . . .. . .. 131 Illustrations ... . .. . . .. . . .. .... .... Price $1.50 

The Postage Stamps of 
NEPAL 

By Dawson, Haverbeck and Smythies 
46 Pages .. .. ... .. .... ...... .. .. '. 60 Illustrations .... ... ...... ...... ... .. Price $1.50 

CUMULATIVE INDEX VOLS. 1 THRU 30 (1922.1951) 
(;olle~tors (;Job Philatelist Price $1.00 

BRAZIL 
Bull's Eye Centennial Issue 184-3-1943 Price $2.00 

GREE(;E 
(Translation _from KOHL'S Handbook) 

Parts I,, II and IV Price $2.00 EACH 

The following Back Issues are available at the following prices: 
From 1926 to 1930 $2.50 per copy 
From 1931 to 1940 2 .00 per copy 
From 1941 to date 1 .25 per copy 

Vol. V ( 1926) Oct. Vol. XX ( 1941) All issues 
Vol. VIII (1929) Apr. , Oct. Vol. XXI ( 1942) All issues 
Vol. X (1931) Jan., Apr., Oct. Vol. XXll (1943) Jan. I, II; Apr. I, 
Vol. XI (1932) Oct. II; fly. ; Oct. I, II 
Vol. XII (1933) All issues Vol. XXlll (1944) Jan. I, II; fly.; 
Vol. Xlll ( 1934) Apr., Jly., Oct. Oct. I, II. 
Vol. XIV (1935) · All issues Vol. XXIV 0945) All issues 
Vol. XXVI <1936) All issues Vol. XXV ( 1946) All issues 
Yol. XVII (1937) All issues Vol. XXVI (1947) All issues 
Vol. XVlll (1938) Jan. Vol. XXVll (1948 ) All issues 
Vol. XIX (1940) Oct. Vol. XXVlll (1949) Jan., Apr. , Oct. 

The Collectors Club 
22 East 3 5 Street, New York 16, N. Y. 



The "de Coppet" Collections 
H. R. Harmer, Inc. is pleased to announce that instructions have been 
received to offer the 

••Andre de Coppet~~ Colleetion 
by order of the Executors 

and the 

••Eileen de Coppet~~ Used British 
Commonwealth Colleetion 

by order of Mrs. Eileen de Coppet, owner 

These attractive properties will be offered on 

TUESDAY,WEDNESDAY,TDUBSDAY,FRIDAY 
HJNE l,. 2,. 3,. 4 

Included are specialized collections of Finland (3 volumes), Haiti (9 
volumes) , Netherlands (3 volumes) and Colonies (3 volumes) , German 
Offices and Colonies (2 volumes), Tasmania (one volume) , etc. 

Among single rarities included are: 

Creat Britain: 1840 1 p black, used block of 12, 2p used block 
of 1 o~ 
Canada: 7V2p on cover, 10p two on cover, 12p used, 
Egypt: Port Fouad set on cover, 
Mauritius: 1848 early impression 1 p pair, 2p, intermediate 1 p pair, 
Newfoundland: 1857 2p scarlet vermilion, 1927 "de Pinedo" on 
cover, 
Nova Scotia: 1 sh used, 1 sh pair and single on cover with 3p bisect, 
Switzerland: 1843 double Geneva, 1850 2 V2rp without frame, 
and a host of other scarce and unusual items. 

Make sure you receive a copy of this interesting auction catalogue by 
writing now to 

D. B. DABMEB!t Ine. 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneers 

32 East 57th Street, New York 22, N. Y. 




