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Polonus’ Souvenir Sheets in Review
By Lester Jankowski

Four years ago the Polonus Phil-
alelic Society held its first stamp ex-
hibition and called it POLPEX. All
of us looked forward to this show
with mixed feelings. Poland was at

war! Our contacts with our corres-
pondents both private and official
were, either broken or at the best,

mrost unsatisfactory. We were search-
ing for some means to express our
deep concern over Poland’s fate, in
addition to bringing home the beaut-
ies and pleasures we derived from
collecting the stamps of Poland. We
decided to issue a souvenir sheet to
commemorate our show, and we also
cecided that this sheet must be some-
thing more than just a souvenir of
POLPEX 1940!

So, the first of a series was born.
Fach year thereafter, to commemor-
ale each succeeding POLPEX, a sou-
venir sheet was issued. Increasing in
interest and popularity each year,
these sheets develop a theme of sym-
bolical portrayal of the deep rooted
characteristics of the Pole. They, also,
effectively emphasize that one of the
objects of the Society, namely “to pro-
mote an understanding of Polish Cul-
ture, Literature and History through
Philatelic means” are not idle words.

The first souvenir sheet, issued in
January 1940, portrays a winged Pol-
ish Hussar, seated on his galloping
charger, carrying his lance. This Pol-
ish soldier is famous in history for
his exploits and at one time under
King Jan Sobieski, at Vienna in 1683,
terrorized the Turks. The extraordin-
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ary simplicity of the design, the con-
spicuous ‘“Polish” red color, the sym-
bolism of the Pole, rushing to do
Lattle and die if need be, was most
timely and opportune, for Poland was
at War, fighting for her very exist-
ance. Strangely enough, this is the
only souvenir sheet in which a stamp
was not incorporated.

The souvenir sheet issued to com-
niemorate POLPEX 1941, has a most
interesting story back of it. Poland
was at war at the time of POLPEX
1940, and in January of that year,
while things looked darkest, the un-
tiring efforts of Ignace Jan Paderew-
ski in stricken Poland’s behalf, was
an indestructable ray of hope for the
{uture. John Parrish, famous cartoon-
ist of the Chicago Tribune, used this
motif as the subject of one of his




cartoons, and curiously enough, on
the opening day of POLPEX 1940, the
cartoon appeared on the front page
of all editions of that newspaper,
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It depicts Poland’s famous compos-
er, pianist and indefatiguable cham-
prion, instructing a waif in the play-
ing of the Polish National Anthem,
Jeszcze FPolska Nie Zginela, (‘Poland
Is Not Yet Lost”). To this cartoon
was added Scott’s No. 134, several
bars of music and words from that
national anthem, and a facsimile of
Pederewski’'s autograph, all so ar-
ranged and artistically combined to
1ender it a magnificent philatelic_sou-
venir, as well as another symbolic
documentation of the undying spirit
of the Poles of the world over.

The coincidence of the appearance
of the cartoon in the Chicago Tribune
on the opening day of Polonus’ first
stamp exhibit, POLPEX 1940, and its
inspirational use to commemorate the
second exhibit, POLPEX 1941, is worth
repeating and emphasizing.

As symbolic as was the 1941 sou-
venir sheet of the undying spirit of
Poland, so too, is the underlying motif
of the POLPEX 1942 sheet of the ever-
lasting spiritual zeal of Poland in its
most trying hours. There is some-
thing poignant in its appeal—an old
couple humbly beseeching Divine As-
sistance for the restoration of Poland,
2mid the ruins of bombed church. In
the background, destruction wrought
by the enemy, symbolizes the grievous
plight of Poland. In the foreground,
to the right. a Crucifix! Add to this,
Scott’s No. 232, the Wawel ICathedral
in Krakow, words and music from

“Boze cos Polska,” famous as the
prayer song of Poles from the fate-
ful days of 1812, and you have truly a
splendid presentation of the spiritual
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motivation, which keeps alive the
perpetual and eternal hope of a nation
whose destiny it is to be free.
Continuing this general theme, the
POLPEX 1943 souvenir sheet symbol-
izes the heroism, courage and loyalty
cf these people. It portrays a young
trumpeter, under oath to remain
faithful to his trust, remaining sta-
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tioned at his post on one of the
towers of St. Mary’s Church in Kra-
kow, trumpeting the Heynal, a call
to arms for his fellow men, until a
Tartar’s arrow, piercing his heart ends
abruptly. A reprcduction of the center
panel of St. Mary's Church, Scott's
No. 277, combined with the notes of
the Heynal (there are no words) con-
spire to maintain the brilliant pace
set by the Society to produce more
than just souvenir sheets to commem-
orate stamp exhibits.

We hope this general theme will be
continued for we feel by and through
these souvenir sheets we can help
“promote an understanding of Polish
Culture, Literature and History.”

Meet the New Officers

We should like to have you meet
vour new officers and directors. On
January 22, 1943, Polonus held its
annual election and the result was
most interesting. Three members who
held office the vear hefore, still hold
office, but two of them are in differ-
ent positions. Four members grace the
Board of Directors for the first time!
This infusion of new blocod augurs
well for the future—for it is realized
that 1943 will be a trymg and diffi-
cult year.

The new officers and directors not
only have the tremendous problem o
maintaining the activities of the Soc-
iety, despite all of the uncertainties
that lie ahead, but also have the.add-
ed burden of planning and preparing
an appropriate celebration to com-
memorate our fifth anniversary in
1944. How well his will be done, the
future will tell, but how well the
membership has chosen, can best he
determined by having you meet the
new officers and directors. Let us see.
Who are the new officers and dire~t-
ors?

FRESIDENT

Myron E. Steczynski, 4154 N. le-
claire Ave., Chicago, Tllinois.

A charter member of the Society.
specializing in the Stamps of Poland.
A collector since 1909, his profound
knowledge of stamps led to his ap-
pointment as Chairman of the Ex-
perts Committee. As a result of his
efforts, this committee, succeeded in
effectuating inany much needed chang-
es in Scott's Catalog. He was Histor-
jan and Librarian of he Society for
two years, member of the =oara of

Directors for one year, Exhibition Di-

s rector of POLPEX 1942, and last

vear was Vice-president, Chalrman of
the Membership Committee and Edit-
or of the BULLETIN.

VICE-PRESIDENT

Ben Reeves, 4429 N. Keystone Ave.,
Chicago, Illinois.

A true collector, who collects for
the love of collecting. He has been
a member of the Society since the
second meeting, and is, of course, a
charter member. He has been col-
lecting since ‘memory of man runneth
not to the coatrary’ and as Exhibition
Director of POLPEX 1941, he demon-
strated his organizing ability, his
deep and fundamental knowledge of
stamps and his wide and varied ex-
perience as an exhibitor. He is a
prominent speaker on all matters
philatelic and much in demand. Ben’s
collecting  activities cover a wide
range.

SHCRETARY

J. J. Domar, 3715 Clinton Ave.,
Berwyn, Illinois.

Jack was president last year and
was relieved of the duties of that of-
fice at his own request so that he
might devote his time and energy to
the important office of secretary. He
has been a collector since 1916 and
has exhibited the Stamps of Poland
since 1932 with much success. He is
a, charter member of the Society. He
was Auction Manager, Vice-president,
Chairman of the Membership Com-
mittee, and Co-chairman of POLPEX
1940. He is the “Natzek” of philatelic
entertainment fame.

TREASURER

J. P. Rux, 6136 W. Addison Street,
Chicago, Illinois.

Let us repeat what we said about
him a year ago. “The most widely
elected treasurer in philatelic circles
in Chicago and began his collecting
in 1929 and so began a career of hold-
ing the cash and accounting for it. He
is a member of many local clubs and
is or has been treasurer of all of them,
and collects 25 countries. This is his
first office in Polonus and we look
forward to a demonstration of that
Rux’ efficiency which has made him
so much in demand.”

HISTORIAN and LIBRARIAN

Adam Kleskowski, 2708 N. Harding
Ave., Chicago, Illinois.

As Director of Junior Activities,
since the founding of Polonus, Adam




has shown exceptional ability for pa-
tient and constructive effort. A col-
iector for many long years his inter-
est’ in ‘stamps has never lessened.
His goal—to create a sufficient in-
terest among the Junior members to
kkeep a constant flow of members to
the Society upon reaching their ma-
turity. At present, in addition to his
duties as Director of Junior Activities,
he is exhibition Director of POLPEX
1943.

DIRECTOR

Leonard S. Sobanski, 12152 S. Wall-
ace Ave. Chicago, Illinois.

Student. poet, artist and collector.
These words bhest characterize him.
A charter member of the Society, he
lias been a staunch and loyal member.
He drew the original sketch for the
1942 POLPEX souvenir sheet. His art
work won him a prize for the 1942
CHIPEX design. His poems have been
printed in philatelic magazlnes. He
specializes in the Stamps of Poland
and collects all items pertaining to
Ignace Jan Paderewski.

DIRECTOR

Casimir Wojcicki, 1810 W, 17th St.,
Chicago, Illinois.

Quiet, modest and unassuming,
sometimes to a fault, he has stead-
fastly held to the purpose for which
the Society was organized. He is a
charter member, specializing in Cen-
tral Lithuania and Poland. He should
be a steadying influence.

There they are, members of the
Society, your officers and directors.
They will guide the destinies of Pol-
onus in the coming year. We are cer-
tain they will maintain the splendid
record of accomplishmet of our So-
ciety. They will need your assistance
to do this. They merit your whole-
hearted cooperation.

Polpex 1943

Exhibition Director, Adam Kloskow-
ski, reports that advance inquiries
from, Associate Members indicate a
greater participation by our out of
town members in POLPEX 1943 than
ever before. Remember our goal—
“Kvery Associate Member exhibits
in POLPEX 1943.” Perhaps this year
the goal will K be reached. Only by a
concerted action can this be accomp-
lished. Last day to enter is February
26, 1943. Send vour Entry NOW!

POLPEX 1943 will be held at the
FPolish Falcon Hall, 1062 North Ash-

land Ave., Chicago, Illinois, on March
i2, 13, and 14. The exhibition hall will
Lie open as follows: Friday, March 12,
from 6500 . M, to 10500 B, M - Sat-
urday, March 13, from 1:00 P. M. to
10:00 P. M.; and Sunday, March 14,
from 1:00 P. M. to 9:00 P. M.

Three, and possibly four, Poland
No. 1, exhibits have been promised.
‘Wow! Imagine, Poland No. 1, in
competition or even not for competi-
tion, repeated three or four times!
The greatest display of this interest-
ing item in Polish philately in the
world.

Polish rarities and oddities galore
are promised. Specialized collections
and general collections will vie for
first honors. The Exhibition Director
promises the most thrilling show.

But wait a minute, do not let the
above deter you from exhibiting. Hs-
pecially if you are modest, or have
rever won a first award. The “Hot-
shots” are in a class by themselves.
Either Class AA or Class A. If vou
have never won a first award enter
in Class B. You do not have to com-
pete against first award winners.
Here are the classes again:

Class

AA. Non-competitive

A. Limited exhibitors who have won
a first award on any subject in
any show in which they have
participated.

B. Limited to those who have not
won a first award in any show.

C. Junior Division.

STAMPS MAGAZINE

Put this down as a “must” on your
list, if you are not a subscriber to
STAMPS. Order your copy of the
March 13, 1943 issue now! The Pub-
lications Committee has been talking
about the special Polish issue of
STAMPS for quite some time and
now is in a position to make a defin-
ite announcement.

Col. R. N. W. Larking and John
Adamson, head the list of illustrious
writers, with an article entitled “The
Municipal Issues of Przedborz,” to be
followed by articles by Vincent Do-
manski, Jr., Stephen Rich, Clement A.
Pulaski, J. J. Domar, John Gapinski
and Frank Wolosewick, Bert Powell,
and Myron E. Steczynski. What do
they write about? You order your copy
of the March 13, 1942 issue of STAMPS
and find out. We don’t know what
articles Harry Lindquist will publish:



We know there are too many for one
issue of STAMPS.

The Publications Committee could
not decide on what articles to hold
back. We are weak—sissies—we will
let Harry Lindquist decide. Whatever
will be his choice, we know it will be
a good one, for all the articles are
so good, there is no choos'ng between
them.

So. do not forget, order your copy

of the March 13, 1943, issue of
STAMPS, now.
POLONUS JUNIORS
Under the continued able leader-

ship of Adam Kloskowski, our Junior
collectors are making some real pro-
gress. At the present moment they
are busy preparing for POLPEX 1943,
planning to make a better showing
as a group than they did a year be-
fore. The competition among the Jun-
ior collectors for exhibition honors is
probably keener than among Trezular
collectors. But most important of all
to announce is that our Juniors have
stolen a. march on the Society. They
have already prepared and announced
their ‘program for the year! It is a
splendid program and might attract
some of the members. Here it is:

March 17, 1943—Report of POLPEX
1943, Junior Class.

April 21, 1943—J. J. Domar, Stamps
of Poland.

May 19, 1943—General Issues of Po-
land.

June 16, 1943—National Assembly Is-
sue Constitutional Commemor-
atives.

July 21, 1943—Open meeting.

Aug. 18, 1943—Open meeting.

Sept. 15, 1943—TLester Jankowski, Pil-
sudski, The Stamp Highlights of
a Hero.

Oct. 20, 1943—Myron E. Steczynski, “I
collect stamps because.”

Nov. 17, 1943—Historical Issues of Po-
land, 1925-27.

Dec. 10, 1943—Christmas Party.

POLPEX 1943 SOUVENIR SHEETS

This year’s souvenir sheet is a fit-
ting follow-up of the POLPEX sheets
which have been so popular in the
past. They are printed in brown and
green, come perforated and imperfor-
ated, and include a descriptive folder
swwhich explains in a most captivating
manner various elements of the de-
gign, such as The Trumpeter of Kra-

kow, the Heynal, St. Mary’s Church,
The Vit Stvosz Alter and the Polish
Stamp. The two souvenir sheets in
folder may be ordered by mail at 10
cents plus postage from Chester
Mikueki, 1844 N. Winchester Ave,
Chicago, Illinois.

This ‘n’ That
Bob Domar, son of our past presi-
dent and present secretary, Jack
Domar, has donned the Navy Blue
and is now in training at Great Lakes,
Illinois.
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Our genial and friendly member,
Julia €. Pach, is & 2nd. Lt -in fthe
U. 8. Army Nurses Corps. Good luck
and Keep ’em Healthy.

EX e

Polpex Auction
Auction Manager, Roman Reinow-
ski, calls attention to all members-
to send in their bids for the Polonus
Auction to be held in conjunction with
POLPEX 1943, on March 13. Lots were
I'sted in the January issue of the
BULLETIN. Mail bids will be receiv-
ed until March 8, 1943. Roman also
calls attention to all who plan to be
present in person at the auction that
it will start promptly at 8.30 P. M.
and will be held at our club rooms
in conjunction with our exhibit, the
Polish Falcon Hall, 1062 North Ash-

land Ave., Chicago, Illinois.
Mail bids should be addressed to

Roman Reinowski, 1939 8. Highland
Ave., Berwyn, Illinois.
dokkok

MATL: YOUR ENTRY FOR POLPEX
1943 NOW.

Hekokok
Dues

Dues for 1943 are now payable.

Members admitted before August 1,
1942—$1.50.

Members admitted after August 1,
1942 and prior to January 31, 1943—
$1.00.

Please mail your checks to the
treasurer, J. P. Rux, 6136 West Ad-
dison Street, Chicago, Illinois.

EE 30
Myron E. Steczynski, Chester Miku-
cki, Jack Domar, Steve Rich and Ben
Reeves, exhibited at the North Shore
Thilatelic Society stamp show.
EE T
Polonus Album of Members
The society is preparing an Album




of Members. Jack Domar, secretary,
requests all members to send him a
snapshot of themselves. This album
will be a perpetual record of our mem-
bers and should do much to Create
more good fellowship among us. This
album will be the property of the
Society. Jack says, ‘“that if the mem-
bers respond . promptly, he will have
«© ‘members gallery’ ready for POL-
PEX 1943.” Send your snapshots to
Jack Domar, 8715 Clinton Avenue,
*Berwyn, Illinois.
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This is the last call for mempbers
to mail questionnaire card to the Pub-
lications Committee. If you do not
send it in, we can not print the cor-
rect inform@ation as to your addresses
and collecting activities.

gkkok
Exhibition Program

Members are again reminded that
the Society is selling “Ads” for the
program. for POLPEX 1943. Full page,
£9.00; one-half page, $5.00; one-fourth
page, $3.50; one-eighth page, $2.00;
one inch, $1.50. Patrons of the Ex-
hibit, $1.00; Good Fellows 25 Cents.
“What can you do to help? Send your
AD or PATRON or GOODFELLOW
fee to Jack Domar, 3715 Clinton Ave.,
Berwyn, Illinois.
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Stanley S. Madro, one of our very
fine members from New York, is now
serving with the Pacific Fleet of the
TU. S. Nayvy.
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MAII: YOUR ENTRY FOR POL-

PEX 1943 NOW.
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Anyone desiring to write to those
of our members serving in the Armed
Forces of the United States overseas
can secure the last known address by
writing to the Publications Committee.

MEET THE NEW MEMBERS

Rev. Walter B. Polaczyk
Plover, Wisconsin,

John S. Dziok
712 8. Pacific 8t
Stamford, Conn.

Joseph 'C. Strand
4343A S. Compton Ave.
St. Louis, Mo.

Felix J. Polek
219 Sixth Street
Braddock, Pa.

Prvt. Felix A. Walat

10th General Hospital

U. S. Army—Barracks 13260
Camp Carson, Colorado.

. Rev. Ignatius J. Bialdyga
145 Benkard Ave.
Newburgh, New York.

REPORT OF AUDITING COMMITTEE

Receipts

ADER el e e $147.50
Bibbotns o e ey «30
Braewrenial .. .. i it 16.09
Frame pledge ... ..voveiv v L B0
Cover and stamp sale ...... il 10
POLPEX G042 o, sl ey 77.24
Brame: SBund . i e e e 4.28
Stamp sales and Auction .... 43.07
SUDSCrIDIIONS | s is ens 4 siaisiare 2 05
ClubEpanty B e sy arle o 2.86
23007 e S SIS $322.10
Balanee, last audit i, 00, 67.41
AR e

Total receipts ....... $389.51

Disbursements

B e S e e e $ 5.75
Afvertisitre C 7 blolos ve s G 20.75
Pogtasers il is s i Gt e 29.38
CHATIEE £80 iiniss + s nnmvim s 1.00
SUhSCEIPLION." S &l i asass v o .80
Polonus; BULILETING - .0 GOLIL0
Frame pledge ..........cc00un 3.00
Firanue St o ale e bl O il 33.256
Exhibit expense ...c...cu0.- 2.50
Membership cancellation .... 1.50
PaThie St Lt L R o, 28.48
POLPEX 1943 Auction (advance 7.00
Polonus Magazine .......... 21.40
Hallispental o bt i iR 30.85
Des: e e 4.00

Total Disbursements . $289.77

Recapitulation
Total Receipts .........o0x $389.51
Total Disbursements ....... 289770
Cashron hand . «oua.ln. $ 99.74

Dated, January 24, 1943.
(Signed) Chester Mikucki,
Chairman Auditing Committee
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