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The magnificent collection of 

CHINA 
F ormed by Dr. Warren G. Atwood 

of Fall River, Mass. 

Will he auctioned October 7, 8, 9 

One of the finest collections of China ever to be sold. It 
includes blocks, sheets, errors, varieties, covers, cancella­
tions and rarities. Enough to fill 40 albums. Pages from 
the famous Agnew collection. Two albums of Hong Kong, 
with hundreds of scarce cancels and combination covers. 
Shanghai , including die proofs. Treaty Ports, with num­
erous covers. 

Write today for a catalogue of this great sale! 

DABMEB!) HOOKE 4 CO.!) Ine. 
560 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 36. 

The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneers 
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Nearly EVERY Off er Made 
by 

"WEILL of NEW ORLEANS" 

!)~ Cia.optrid 

-·-
If you are considering selling your collection, the above 

fact may be IMPORTANT to you. 

Of course, the settlement is immediate cash, whether your stamps 

are worth $100.00 or $100,000.00 



OCTOBER 20 - 25, 1952 

• 
Not our own properties. Sold without reserve, includ­

ing specialized collections as : Greece, Naples, Hanover, 

Liechtenstein and General collections. 111 ustrated cata­

logue w ith more than 5000 lots and 63 photoplates . 

• 
CORINPHILA BAHNHOFSTRASSE 76 ZURICH 

(SwitzerlandJ 
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Facilities are now available for a 

limited number of new clients. 

We have worked upon some of the most important col­

lections in the country, collections which have taken 

top awards in both national and international shows. 

We use only classical styles, hand-lettering throughout , 

carefully arranged layouts , and competent scientific 

presentation of philatelic problems , with illustrations 

of varieties , platings, cancellations, etc ., either hand­

drawn or photographed . 

Our basic rate is $5.00 per page which covers the 

usual amount of lettering and illustration required in 

most instances. Samples and references are available 

upon request . 

SAMUEL RAY 

350 Oakdale Avenue Chicago 14, Illinois 
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at GIMBELS: 

GI M BELS ... the World's Largest Stamp Departments ... 

has everything for the beginner as well as the advanced 

collector. 

• United States Issues • World Wide Sets 

• Packets by Countries • Philatelic Literature 

• Minkus Publications • 

• The Scott Line • The Elbe Line 

• The White Ace Line • Accessories 

.. . OR .. . 

Should you wish to dispose of your stamps whether it 

be a $500.00 or a $ 50,000.00 collection you will find it 

well worth your wh ile to consult the buyers at Gimbels. 

Courteous, Conscientious treatment awaits your visit . 

WRITE FOR GIMBEL'S STAMP NEWS. IT'S FREE. 

Gimbels 
Worlds Largest S tamp Departments 

33rd Street & Broadway 
N ew York 1, New York 

Ninth at Market Streets 
Philadelphia 5 , Pa. 
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ADMISSION: CHILDREN 30~·ADUlTS so~ 

STAMPS ON EXHIBIT AND FOR SALE 
of INTGA&$t" n- ... 

• POTENTIAL COLLECTORS 
• NOVICES .. JUVENILE OR 

ADULT 
• GENERAL COLLECTORS 
• SPECIALISTS 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI , NO. 5 v 



BRITISH COLONIALS 
COMPLETE UNUSED D. G. SETS 

BAHAMAS- 1929-- # 85 to 89-lp to 3s ...... .. ... .... ........ ......... ... .. ... $ 12.00 
1938-46- # 100 to 113-( 17 )-1/i p to £ 1 ........ ................... .. . 7 .00 
1942- # 11 6 to 129-1/i p to £ 1 ... .. ...... ...... ... ...... ... ..... ......... ... 12 .00 

BARBADOS- 1897- # 8 1to89- l/4 p to 2s6p ...... .... .. .... ... .......... ... .. 15 .00 
BR. SOLOMON IS.- 1939-43- # 67 to 79-V2 p to 1 Os ... ..... ......... ... 5.00 
CYPRUS- 1924-28-# 89 to l 08- 1/4pi to 90pi .. .. ... ....... ..... .. ......... l 0. 00 
ECYPT- 1914-# 50 to 59- 1 m to 200m ........................... ....... ..... . 6 .00 

1933-# 172 to l 76-5m to 20m .... .... .. ... .................. .. .......... ... 10.00 
1931 - # C3 , C4- 50m on 27m , l OOm on 27m ........ .. .. ........ .... 14 .00 
1933-38-# C5 to C25- lm to 200m ........ .. ..... ......... ..... .... ....... 14 .00 

FALKLAND IS.- 1938-41 - # 84 to 95 ( 15)-1/i p to £1 ........ ....... . 8. 50 
FIJl- 1938-40- # 117 to 127 (13 )-l/2p to 5s ... .. ....... .. ................. . 10.00 
JAMAICA- 1938-# 11 6 to 128- 1/i p to 1 Os ... .. ....... ... ....... ... ..... .... 4 .00 

1945- # 129 to 135- l 1/2p to l Os .... ... ... .. ...... .......... .......... ..... . 4 .50 

KENYA 6' UCANDA-1922-27- # 18 to 36-1 c to l Os ... ....... ........ 15.00 
1938 -42- # 63 to 75- lc to £ 1 .. ........ .... .... ..... ............ .. ... .. .... 7 .25 

LEEWARD IS.- 1921 -32- # 6 1to 83-l/4p to £ 1 ..... .... ... ..... ... . .. .... . 35.00 
NAURU- 1924-37- # 17 to 30-lhp to l Os ............ ... ... ...... .. ..... ... .. 5.00 
NEW CUI NEA- 1925-28-- # l to 13- V2p to £ l ... .... .. .... ......... ... ... 12.50 

1931 - # Cl to C13- 1/2p to £ 1 .... .. ......... ............ .. .... ..... ........ .. 25.00 
NEW H'EBRIDES- 1911 -# 17 to 25-lhp to 5s ... .... ..... .. ..... ..... .... 5.00 
NEW ZEALAND- 1940-# 229 to 241 - 1/i p to l s .......... .. ..... ..... .. 5.00 

1931 -# 83 , B4- lp + lp, 2p + lp ...... .... ... .......... ........ ............. 22.50 

NIGERIA- 1938-4 1-# 53 to 64- 1/i p to 5s .... ..... ....... .. .... .............. 8 .00 
NIUE- 1911 - 17-# 14 to 29-1/2p to 1 s .. ... .. ... ..... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... ... ... ... . 7 .50 
NORTH BORNE0- 1950- # 244 to 258-lc to # 10 .. ... .. ... .............. 7 .50 
NYASSALAND- 1938-44- # 54 to 67 ( l8l-V2p to £ 1 ........ ..... ... 12.00 
RHODESIA- 1905-# 76 to 8 1- lp to 5s .......... .. ..... ....................... 7.50 

Your Want-List 

of Singles or Sets Will be Greatly Appreciated 

SIDNEY F. BARRETT 
87 Nassau Street £ New York 38, N. Y. 

Telephone CO 7 -6070 
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HENRY M. GOODKIND, Editor 

Editorial Comm ittee 

WINTHROP S. BOGGS 
HARRISON D. S. HAVERBECK 
EDWIN MUELLER 
STEPHEN G. RICH 
The Death of A Real Philatelist 

A start wa s made to pen the customary 
obituary for the late Otto Ti' . Friedl, whose 
life end ed late in July of this year. The 
usual perf un ctory rema rk s were written such 
as- born O ctober 22 , 1878 in Vienna , Aus­
tri a, th e so n of Sigmund Friedl , a prominent 
Austrian stamp deale r-. But \\·e co uld pro­
ceed no further because our mind wandered 
far from th e cus tom ary biog raphical det ail s 
to th e man him se lf and his life's devotion. 

In the philatelic se nse, Mr. Friedl \\·as 
more th an just anoth e r beloved memher of 
the stamp fraternity who passed on. H e 
was a symbol st andin g for what hi s friends 
and associa tes co nside r a real philat elist . 
There are mill ions of co ll ec to rs, thou sa nd s 
of phil a teli sts. but only a very f ew real phi­
lat elists. Each gener ation produces only a 
fe\\ · and th e ge nera tion to which Otto W. 
Friedl belonged has just about ended. 

L et us define our conception of a real phi­
late list . First of a ll , he must be a stamp 
love r, one " ·hose all consuming interest is 
postage st amps. Hi s life ambition, hi s 
crowning happiness is to spend all of hi s tim e 
with st amps. If "The Good Fairy" comes 
along to ask th e real phi latelist for his on e 
THE CO LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOi.. XXXI , N
w is/1 , it \\·ou ld be th at his pe rsonal affair s be 
a rr anged so th at all of his time cou ld be 
spent with stamps, not only th e general 
working hours of 9 a . m. to 5 p. m. but often 
through the night unti l th e ea rly hours of 
th e morning. 

Th e real philateli st ca res littl e about th e 
prices of stamps, althou gh he knows th at th ey 
a re exchanged upon a mon et a ry bas i<. As 
a matter of fac t , he fa il s to und e rstand !hose 
associated with st amp coll ecting whose sole 
interest is a st amp's price . A true st amp 
lover ca n neve r evalu ate in doll a rs and 
ce nts any philatelic item w hich fasc inated 
him . 

Th e real philatelist shi es a \\·ay from pub­
li city and those " tub thumpers" who weu ld 
adverti se stamp collecting like a popular 
hrand cigarette. H e hold s co mp assio n for 
th e opportunist in our ranks, th e big back­
slappers. th e ones who dabble with stamps 
but who se all co nsu min g interest is personal 
glory and g re at publicity. Th e rea l phi­
late li st has no desire to see his name in print, 
neve r agit ates to seek office in a stamp club, 
nor does he brood if hi s work receives littl e 
public notice . H e h as compassion for those 
hack \niters. who write sketchil)' and care­
lessly upon any and every phase of phil ately 
O. 5 223 



ED IT O RIA LS 
w heth er th ey possess a sufficient fund of 
knowledge o r not. The real philatelist 
knows th at mos t all such hack writing lacks 
tru e scho larship and h as t aken no resea rch. 
H e tole rates such writings when tlfey a re 
superficial but ha rml ess . But when th ey a re 
rep lete with e rrors, perpetuating pas t mis­
t akes, th e re al phil atelist is distressed to see 
such misinformat ion published , a purely ob­
jective st and. 

Th e real philatelist enjoys stamps, be th ey 
common o r r a re. H e m ay spend clays with 
cheap sta mps seeking th e answe r to some 
problems ""hich have bothered him . H e may 
wo rk over an in ex pensive stamp for hours 
to remove a heavy hinge so th at th e copy 
will he prese rved undamaged. Littl e details, 
unimpo rtant to th e vast majority, fasci nate 
him; orderly classi fica tion , when finally ac­
compli shed, r end ers him utmost sa ti sfaction. 

The rea l philatelist is by him se lf a g re at 
dea l of th e tim e. His circle is sm all ye t 
within it he has found th e fi nes t of friend­
ships and asrnc iati ons with th a t common 
bond of a love for philately. The grea tes t 
appreci ati on of his work is fou nd amon{!; thi s 
sm all group. H e is the bedrock of th e 
hobby, the foundatio n upon ""hich st amps a re 
collected with enj oyme nt beca use they can 
be understood and orderly class ifi ed. 

H e measures hi s own accompli shm ents 
ra th e r modestl y, never overrati ng th em. H e 
is a good listene r espec ially to those who can 
teach him or point out an erro r in his work. 
Hi s mista kes a re hi s best teache r and he 
read ily admits wh en he h as e rred. H e is not 
eas ily S \~·ayed but is neve r so stubbo rn th a t 
he beli eves all oth e rs' knowledge is inferior 
to his. Nor does he resent th e entrance of a 
new stud ent , regardi ng thi s as a n intrusion 
into a closed circl e for only a few se lf-s tyled 
"grea ts." He la ughs off and at th e charla­
tan and pseudo-expert. 

The re al philatelist's kno\\"l eclge is pro­
fu se covering all branches o f philately, not 
j ust a fe,,· specia lti es. He sha res hi s kn o\\"1 -
edge but only with those who und e rst and it 
and properly app reciate it. Very few in this 
sm all circle often ,.,·ill record thi s knowl edge 
fo r oth ers to study it. Thi s is gene rall y 
lame nted. But usuall y the re al phi latel ist 
is no a uth o r finding thi s a tremend ous effort . 
Bes id es th e tedium of writing about stamps 
ta kes him a \\" ay from his joy in ,,·orking on 
224 TH E C
th em. Therefore, the only way to impart 
his knowledge is th rough contac t with others. 
Specifi ca lly in l\1 r. Friecll's case, he wrote 
prac tica ll y no thing ye t gave a g re at deal of 
his knowl edge to a few who ,,·o rked closely 
with him. Not all was passed along, ,,·hich 
is a loss to philately, but yet a g reat dea l , 
more than m any beli eve. 

What m akes a real phil ateli st? There are 
two basic requirements, alth ough. of course, 
m any lesse r ones. First of all . comes th e 
inh e rent love for s ta mps. This is so methin g 
inborn and never acquired by read ing or 
teaching. The second 1s th e opportunity 
" to pl ay" \\"ith many, ma ny st amps. For a 
coll ector , thi s requ ires th e mea ns to have ac­
cess to a multitud e of different coll ec tion s. 
It is, ho,,·eve r , eas ie r for a dea ler because 
so m any sta mp properties pass through his 
ha nd s. It is th e exception al dealer who 
studies th e s t amps he handl es. To most , 
stamps a re a means for a li vel ih ood elimi­
nating th e requi site of beco ming a stamp 
lever. They like s tamps on ly ,,·hen profit­
abl e, not ,,·hen a finan cia l loss is involved . 
Theoreticall y, a real philatelis t should he th e 
most success ful dea ler. In pract ice. he is a 
poor businessman. A comme rcial success re­
quires one or more associates ,,·ho have th e 
necessa ry business ac umen to profitabl y capi­
talize upon the re al phil ateli st 's knowl edge. 

The rea l phil a teli st puzz les most people, 
collectors or not. Th ey \\·oncl er ,,·hat use­
fu l purpose one accomplishes by th e con­
tinu al devotion to such a non-utilitar ian 
item as s t amps for coll ec tors. Th ey ask: 
"Wh a t benefit does thi s offer civ iliza ti on ?" 
Jn ac tu ality. th e real philateli st li ves as one 
of th e w o rld 's be tter ci tizens. H e ,,·orks in 
a templ e of cha rm, intima tely conn ected with 
th e past sho\\"ing us ho,,· m an h ad lived. and 
how he failed or prospered in co nque ring th e 
obs t acles placed upon thi s planet. In a full 
sense. the re al phil ateli st is offering more to 
a better ,,·ay of life in a \\·hol eso me sense 
than th e manuf acture r of a home appli ance. 

The past decade has see n m any prominent 
people co nn ec ted with sta mp coll ec ting pass 
on. Some received pages of obituaries. But 
the real phil ateli st 's worth is not meas ured 
hy th e numbe r of lin es printed abou t him 
after hi s dea th . Hi s tribute li es in th e hea rts 
of th ose ,1'110 kn e\\" and app rec iated his 
O LLECTORS C l. V B P HILATELI ST, \ "OL. XXXI. XO . 5 



Al.FRED F. LI C HTENSTEIN MEMORIAL AWARD 
work. They know what ha s been t aken 
aw ay, neve r to be replaced. 

Those who share this feeling know that 
it behooves them to ca rry on in the real 
philatelist's tradition s. The exa mpl e is 
there; his stand a rd s, hi s id ea ls, hi s pu r­
poses, his w ay of life. Each generation may 
produce a few real philatelis ts. Mr. Fri ed l's 
gene ration did. The one now following m ay 
not come up to the same high s t andard s but 
then aga in it could even surpass th em. Time 
wi ll tell! 

Otto W . Friedl was a philatelist 's philat­
el ist, a real one as explained above. H e was 
a phil a telist of th e Old World , of th e New 
World , of th e whol e world . American phi­
lately can thank a crazed dictator blind ed by 
bigo try fo r his work over he re during the 
evening of .'\tl r. Fried l' s life. His knowl­
edge gave American phil a tely a he althi e r 
structure, " ·eed ing out th e worthless items 
so th at coll ectors ca n buy with more co nfi ­
dence and tru st. This work must be ca r­
ried on. Th ose who dedica te themselves to 
this sa me t ask \vill se rve philately well. 

H . 1"J!I. G. 

JOHN H. HALL 

Following quickly upon our expression s of 
bereavement for th e loss to philately of iVI r. 
Friedl came the unexpected repo rt of th e 
passing of Jolin H. Hall at th e age of 56. 
W e had luncheon with Mr. H all just two 
weeks before hi s death finding him in excel­
lent health and sp irits, so it is h a rd to be­
lieve that this was the las t tim e ,,.e would 
see him. A day or so af te r this, Mr. H all 
\\·as on his ,,·ay to l\Iontana for his vacation. 
A LFRED F. LICHTENSTEIN 
MEMORIAL A WARD 
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Shortly a ft e r this \\·ord ca me to the office of 
Th e Phil a telic Foundation th a t }Ir. H all had 
been tak en ill on the train en route to Chi­
cago and was restin g in a hospital in that 
city. Immediately w e wrote him for con­
firmation and received in reply by a irmail a 
most reass uring letter. H e sai d it w as tru e 
th at he ,,·as restin g in the hospit al, that 
a co mbin ation of hea t and excessive ai r-condi ­
tioning had bothered an old as thm atic con­
dition and that upon reaching Chicago he 
had phoned his good fri end, Dr. Clarence 
W. H erm an. who sugges ted th a t he come to 
the hospit al to have a thorough examin a­
tion. 1\1 r. H a ll assured us that nothing 
se rio us was found, that he felt fully rested 
and with the doctors ' Henn an 's ( father and 
son) approval he would be on his way to 
}!J ont ana in a day or two. Shortly th ere­
after Mr. Hall suffe red a he a rt att ack 111 

th e hospita l and passed aw ay in C hicago on 
August q , 1952. 

Beca use so m any of his fri end s inquired, 
,,·e have t aken th e lib e rty of reco rdi ng our 
pe rso na l kn ow ledge of Mr. H all 's illn ess . 

In th e nex t issue of th e COLLECTORS CLUB 
PHILATELIST John H . H all 's philatelic work 
,,·ill be related . At thi s tim e allow us to 
indulge in a bit of fancy. T o picture him 
,,·ith his dea r friend , Mr. Otto Friedl, ex­
aminin g some superb copies of classic st amps. 
It ,,·as most remarkable th a t these t\\·o, such 
fast friends in ou r philatelic world. lef t us 
almos t simult aneously. 

It is ind eed wit1 dee·) mourning th at phi­
lately notes th e loss ,,·ithin such a short pe­
riod of st alw a rts such as Mess rs . H all and 
Fri edl. 

H. M. l.. 
There ,,·ill be an important event rn 
Ame rica n philately on October 18, 1952. 
T his date will mark th e es t abli shment of th e 
mos t important philatelic awa rd ye t to be 
c reated in th e United States , and approp ri ­
ate ly named in memo ry of th e late Alfred F. 
Lic!tte11sll'i11. 
T!i r Alfred F. Lic/1tr11slei11 ill edal \\·ill be 
awarded each year by tr.e Board of Gover­
no rs of The Co ll ecto rs C lub to an individual 
judged to have renderd distinguished se rvice 
to philately. .Vl os t American ph il ate lic hon ­
o rs g iven for service o r merit a re usually 
a\\·arded by philateli c socie ti es to their own 
O. 5 225 
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Alfred F. Lich tenstein , 1876- 1947 
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members \\"ho h ave served th eir own 
societi es well. The Lichtenste in Medal is 
to honor di stin guish ed phil a te lic se rvice 
eve rywh e re, rega rdl ess of any club affili a tion 
or n a tiona lity, and membe rs of th e Coll ectors 
C lub h ave long felt such an a\\"ard should be 
made by th e nation 's lead in g philatelic 
society. 

The id ea originated with a sm all group of 
am a teu r and commercial philatelists wh o vol­
unteered as individu als to finance th e Award, 
but th e Board of Governors in grateful re­
fusa l deciJed th a t the m ajor American 
H onor shou ld be financed by voluntarv con­
tributions from th e entire American . phila­
telic fraternity. So on October 18 th a t th e 
~ew Y o rk Athletic Club, phil a telis ts will 
ga th e r from all over th e country to es t ablish 
th e fund. D et a il s h ave already been mail ed 
to members of th e Coll ectors Club. Con­
tributions are welcomed from all members. 
Th e first awa rd will be m ade on th e 18th 
and it wi ll be presented by Mr. Li echten­
s te in 's da ughte r , Mrs. John D. Dale. 

ALFRED F. LI CHTE NSTE IN \V as born 111 

Brooklyn in 1876. H e was graduated from 
th e Polytechnic In stitute o f Brooklyn in 
1896 and took adv anced study in chemistry 
a t th e University of Be rlin , Germany. For 
twenty-five years he was Pres id ent of the 
C iba Comp any, In c. and th en became ch ai r­
man of th e Boa rd. H e was in strum ental in 
th e es tabli shment of th e dyestuffs indu stry in 
the United States during W o rld War I. The 
first W o rld W ar h ad fou nd thi s co untry vi r­
tually with out such an industrv wh en Ger­
man and S\\·iss supp li es w ere .cut off. H e 
\\"as a director and trustee of many co rpor a­
tions and institutions , among them hi s Alma 
:'d a te r. 

It is tempting to call Mr. Lichtenstein 
the P a t ron of American Ph ilate ly, but he 
was more th an that. H e was an avid col­
lector of g reat taste and discrimination. H e 
\\·as a s tud ent of philately in eve ry sense of 
th e word , and hi s love fo r stamp coll ec ting 
might best be shown by th e imp a rti a litv of 
his ad mir a tion for a fine item whether it . was 
his own or belon ged to a fe llow co ll ec tor. 

Mr. Lichtenstein 's love for s t am ps goes 
back to 1886 when he was ten yea rs o ld. The 
zea l and pass ion a te interest he showed th en 
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never diminished during hi s entire life. The 
coll ec tion s he built and refined we re m atched 
in qu antity only by th eir qu ality. H e was 
awa rd ed nea rly eve ry honor philately h ad to 
offer including the priceless friendships th a t 
l as ted his entire life. In 1927 h e was named 
to the R oll of Distin guish ed Philatelists, one 
of the many honors he r eceived from abroad. 
H e was a F ell ow of Th e R oyal Philat elic 
Soriety. H e was th e founder and firs t C h air­
man of The Philat elic Foundation as well as 
the organizer of its inte rnation ally recognized 
Expert Comm itt ee. He gave effect to th e 
need for an Expert Committee in this coun­
try of a sta ture equ al to th a t of The Royal 
Philate lic Society, London. 

H e was th e pul se of th e Association for 
Stamp Exhibitions which h as done so much 
for phil a tely since it w as founded in 1926. 
H e was always generous in the lo an of pa rts 
of hi s own fabulous coll ec tion s to exhibits 
eve rywhere. 

Hi s phil a te lic knowledge w as as tounding 
even to th e most spec ia lized fields , particu­
larly with respect to 19th Century m ate rial. 
Th e re was no co untry of w hose st amps he 
did not possess an exh a ustive and accur a te 
knowl edge. H e m ade both his collect ions 
and knowl edge avai labl e to se ri ous colierturs 
and stud ents everywhe re , and th rough thi s 
generosity some of th e g re a t phil a telic works 
were helped into being. Th ese include P ep­
low on Buenos Aires and Jap an, L ee on 
U rug u ay, J a rrett on Briti sh North America , 
Boggs on Newfoundl a nd and Ca n ada. Ber ­
thold on W este rn Frank s, and num ero us 
others. l\tl r. Lichtenstei n 's aid to Dr. H e r­
bert Munk and hi s Kohl H andbo ok w as fa r­
reaching. Not only by hi s foresight w as th e 
\\·ork publish ed, but it w as made avai l ab le 
to th e Engli sh-speakin g world. It was 
through his efforts that th e (;ollectors C lu b 
was abl e to secure th e copy right on a ll the 
English tran slations of the K ohl H andbook 
w hich h ave appea red and will co nt inu e to 
appear 111 this magazi ne. It \\·as even 
through hi s leadershi p th a t THE COI.I.ECTORS 
CLUB PHILATELIST was founded. \\"hich from 
its very first issue h as been th e outs tanding 
phil a teli c publica ti on of its kin d in America , 
and a leade r a mong \\·o riel phil a tel ic jour­
nals. 

(Continu ed on P age 238.) 
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The Meeting of May 21 , 1952. 

Po stal HistorJ' 

This meeting was conducted by Jl!lr . 
C harles F. JI!! eroni of Chical?:O, one of th e 
leading American stud ents of Postal His­
tory. It was devo ted to a study of Am erican 
Postal History and to defining its pl ace in 
a specialized study of the philately of any 
nation. 

l\II r. l\!Ieroni opened the mee ting with a 
survey of methods of transporting m ails 
from biblical times up to th e present day. 
He di splayed an example of B abylonian clay 
tablets, Medieval manuscript postal mark­
ings, h and-struck markings of th e Venetian 
Republic, including th e postal stationl'ry of 
that government, which was the ea rliest 
printed post al st ationery , plus the early mark­
ings of Great Britain and th e U nited States. 
Jn th e wall frames he had pl aced a portion 
of his collection of Western Franks and Ex­
press Company markings. 

111r. Ewald v an Elkan and Dr. A. B . 
H erz took up th e story of th e United States 
postal hi story with wall fram e displays from 
th eir fin e coll ections. Mr. Edwin E. E lkin s 
brought the meeting to close with an interest­
ing showing of the Postal History of Great 
Britain. 

The members present w ere deeply im­
pressed by th e l?:re at e rudition displayed by 
th e speakers in their subject and by th e 
quality of the mate ri al shown. This meet­
ing was considered to be one of th e out­
standing gatherings of th e season. 

Meeting of June +, 1952. 

M ember Competition 

Th e final Spring mee ting w as in the form 
of exhibits of the members for competition. 

Before this part of the evenin g st a rted , 
:VIr. Glaser, th e pres id ent , requested th at 
Mr. Richard S. Bohn make th e presentation s 
of specia lly bound in red leather volumes of 
THE CO
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST to th e 
members of th e Editori al Committee who 
have bee n responsible for th e rise in th e 
Phi late lic world of our magaz in e during th e 
past three yea rs to th e topmost rank. In 
order of presentation were l\!Iessrs. H en ry 
JI!!. Goodkind, editor; H . D . S. Haverbeck; 
!Finthrop S. B oggs; Edwin Mueller , Steph en 
G. Rich and M alco lm lo h11so11 , Chairm an of 
th e Publica tion s Committee. 

Th en follo,nd the presentation of a col­
lection to the C lub. This was a complete 
coll ection of copies of every st amp still ava il­
able in th e post office of l\!I anagua, Nica­
ragua. On behalf of S enor Agustin Va negas 
P ., the Director of Postal P ape r and Phi­
la tely of Ticaragu a, Vice Presid ent J ohn J. 
Britt presented th e album, wh ere it will go 
along with th e other famous coll ections, 
property of th e Collectors Club. A Cer tifi­
ca te of Appreci ation on behalf of th e C lub 
h as been forward ed to Senor Vane1?:as in 
Nicaragua . 

Mr. Winthrop S. Boggs repo rted upon his 
experience as a member of the Intern ational 
Jury in Monaco, The R ein atex. Mr. Boggs 
w as the on ly one from this co untry r epre­
sented on th a t Jury. His rema rks \\·ere much 
th e same as written in thi s magazi ne (Vol. 
XXXI, page 182). 

All of the fr ames a round th e '.\I eeti ng 
Room were filled with ex hibits from eleven 
members. Each exhibitor spoke for five min­
utes on his frame. They were presented in 
thi s order: 

J acob S. Glaser- Colombia: The Lansa 
and Avianca Air mail iss ues. 

M ax H. Bass-First P ostage I ss ues. 
Paul P . Lind enberg-Turkey, P ost al H is­

to ry featuring st ampless cove rs from 
q92 to 1862. 

Fred B a rovick- Souvenir Sheets of Bel­
gi um. 

T ra Seebacher- Sports, a topical th eme 
showing a ll branches of phil ately. 

E. M. Reggel- Southern Rhodesia. 
Charles Booy-Neth erl and s & Colonies 

Airm ai l. 
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John F. Co nnor-Bosni a. ea rly covers dur­
ing Turkish , Austria and Hunga ry Oc­
cupation. 

Geo rge D. Cabot- State R evenue St amps. 
E. Van E lkan-United St ates, fa ncy 19th 

Century cancell ation s. 
Edw in E. E lkins-Great Britai n. th e 1890 

Jubil ee Postal Sta t ionery. 

Th e judges se lected were :\Iessrs. Boggs, 
Good kind and H ave rbeck , and th ey a\\·a rded: 

First t o B osnia, J ohn F. Connor 
Second t o NP tlll'rlands, Charles Bo oy 
Third t o Sports 011 S tamps, I ra See­

bacl1fr. 

The Preside nt's Letter 

Vacation time is over for mos t of us, so I 
hope you had a good rest , a re refreshed and 
ready to take on your interests a t th e Co l­
lectors C lub. 

There a re many ac tiviti es a t the Coll ectors 
C luh for membe rs who a re not nea rby. W e 
have one of th e finest phil a telic libr a ri es th at 
is at your ca ll. The Editorial Committee is 
anx ious to help yo u tell th em you r phil atelic 
sto ry . l f yo u a re a specia lis t , yo u may write 
up your hohhy and send it to THE COLLECTORS 
CLUB PH IL ATE LI ST. Y ou can also co rrespond 
wi th all ou r st andi ng comm ittees and dis­
cuss your interest wi th th em. 

Wh en you cn me to the ci ty. al\\·ays reme m­
l::e r th at the ,,·elco me mat is at th e front doo r 
of ou r home. There is al\\·ays somebody a t 
the building ll'ho ll'ill be anxious to show 
you around. 

During the sum me r. you r officers ;rnd corn·­
mittees \\·e re not idl e. Th e F:rlitorial Com­
mittee. the Libra ry Committee, and the 
H ouse Committee ll'ere all ac tiv e. 

:\Ir. Stephen G . Rich had the Ca talog 
Room redecorated in hono r of his father, 
Joseph Rich. \\·ho ,,·as a Director. Treasurer, 
and Presid ent of the Co ll ec tors C lub. 

\Ve hope you ca n a rr ange to be present 
at th e first meeting of this fall on Septem­
ber 17. \Ve ,,·ill have a very interesting 
meeting and \1·ill dedicate th e nell' Cata log 
Room in honor of Mr. Rich's father . 

On October 18, 11·e shall have a very im­
portant phi latelic even t. Details ,,·ill he sent 
TI-IE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATEJ.IST. , .OL. xxx1 ; NO
to all members a t an ea rly date, as an­
nou nced on pages 225-227 . 

W e hope to g ive you a numbe r of ac tivi­
ties during th e coming fall and winter, and 
we are anxious to have yo u t ake an interest 
in a ll of th ese ac tiviti es. 

JACOB s. GLASER 

At th e meetin g of th e Boa rd of Govern­
ors held on Jun e 25th , th e following new 
members \\·e re elected: 

NO. 
30+2 P eter Wood , Miami , Florida . Collects 

Greece. 

30+3 l\II ason J. Merrihew, Winnipeg, Cana­
da. Collects all Briti sh No rth Ameri­
ca, Fir st Flights especia lly. 

.30++ W ar ren P . S. H all , D .V.M., Toledo, 
Ohio. Co ll ec ts Latvia , Estonia , Cost a 
Rica. Zoology. 

30+5 Richard B. Graham, Columbus, Ohio. 
Co ll ects Canada , l\!I alta, Ceylon, Great 
Brita in , F ra nee. 

30+6 Alpheu s E. Dixon , Niaga r a F all s, 
l\. Y. Coll ec ts U. S. 

30+7 S. 1\.1 . W ashe r, l'\ew York, N. Y. Col­
lects Ge rm an Coloni es and Offices. 

30+8 J ames D. MacNair, R oslyn H eights, 
N. Y. Co ll ects U nited States. 

30+9 R obert 
Cali f. 

P. Graham , Sa n 
Coll ec ts C hin a. 

Francisco, 

The Li brary Committee reports th e acqui­
sition of the fo ll m.,·in g: 

"Th e P ostm a rk on a Letter" by R. K. 
Forster. L ond on 1952. 

"William Dockwr a and th e R es t of th e 
U nd ert akers 1680- 1682" by T. Todd. 
London I 952. 

"The Stamps of the Russian R efugees ' 
P ost" by \V. E. C. K ethro and P . T. 
Ashford. 

" P ost-War Bridging the Atlantic 19+5-
1950 (A Supplement )" compi led by 
l\. C. Bald,1·in. 

"The P ostal History of the 
190+--1-9" by Richard W. 
and John Goldup. 1950. 

Antarctic 
Bagshawe 
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SEE 

INSI DE 

BACK COVER 

FOR A N 

IMPORTA NT 

A N NOU NCEM ENT 
"The P os tage Stamps of South Australi a" 
by The Phil a telic Socie ty of South 
Austra lia. 

" Is rael P ales tine Phil a telis t . P ost al Hi s­
tory of Israel. " Co mpil ed and ed ited 
by L oui s S. Schulman and Irvin g W eis­
berger. 

"G uid e to Postage Meter Collecting" by 
Willi am P amperi an. 

"S tamp Coll ecto rs Fortnightly H andbook. 
No. 1. The Saa r" by Mrs. D . M. 
Gree n. 

"S tamp Co llectors Fortnightly H andbook. 
No. 2 . The Post Always Run s" by 
E. G. Ardouis. 

" Oesterreich Katalog 1850- 19 18. Spec ial­
ized Ca talogue of Austri a 1850- 19 18." 
Ge rm an and English. By Edwin M uel ­
le r. 

" Monographie D er Frangoesischen Brief­
ma rk e, Band l " by Willi am H ofi nger. 

"U. P. U. K atalog." Ge rm an. By Ku erzl 
1952. 

"Compl ete r Cross- Ind ex and Definitive 
C heck Li st of All C hin ese Stamps Now 
Available" by Richa rd Canm an. 

"The Phil atelic Fol io." A periodical by 
L. F. Livingston. 

"!\ otes on th e Adhesive P ostage and P ost­
age D ue Stamps of Turkey of the 
Duloz Type" by R . S. Y a rdl ey . 

" Bull Eyes"-The First Stamps of B ra­
zi l- by Dr. J oe Klok e. English. By 
L. I. Z. L eveson. 

"The Ca rlist Stamps of Spain" by W . 
Dorning Beckton. 

"Th e Ca rlist Stamps of Spain. A. Further 
Note of th e Rep rints" by W. Dorning 
Beckton. 

" P hoto-Engrav ing and Photo-Lithog raphic 
P rocesses As Used fo r Fo rgery of 
P ostage Stamps." " A Visit to th e 
School" by R . B. Y a rdl ey. 

" Lecture" by A.]. B ull. 
"Essai Sur 'Les Semeuses" by Louis Ba r­

ner. 
"Le Affranca ture Miste de! Mse. Dott. 

Gianfrancesco Giaquili Fe rrini - es­
poste a Reinatex." 

" L es Timbres-Paste de 
Se ri e C ha rl es Ill ) . 
masr 1945. 

Monaco" (La 
By P aul G. Al-
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"Ma rqu es Postales & Obliterations 171 7-
1876" by H enri Delrieu Fils et L. ]. 
Moutafoff. 

"Cata logue des E ntiers Postaux de France, 
D'Algerie, Des Colonies F rancaises 
etc." (U nboun d) by A . C. E. P. Asso­
ciac ion des Coll ectionn erus D'Entiers 
P ostaux ( Socie tee Federee) . 

" M anu ale e Catalogo des Francobolli de 
Sa rdegna" by Cesa re R a tone 1951. 

"Catalogu e des Etoiles de Pari s" by Andre 
Rochette. 

"Catalogue Co mpl et des Obliterations rI-
1 ustrees 1898- 1951 " Premiere Edition 
1952. 

" L 'Art Religieux Dans la Phil a telic" hr 
Andre Go ul y et H enri Leroy. 

"Ca ta logue - R einatex 26 Avril - 4 Mai 
1952." and R einatex-P alm ares. 

" L es Cachets Postaux de L 'Occupation 
Allem ande en Mosell e 1940- 1944" by 
C ha rl es 'I ichel. 
L

SCHEDULED MEETINGS FOR 
SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER, 

1952. 

September 17th- Guatemala, by the Guate­
mala Society- Mr. Joseph Mandos in 
charge . 

Oc tober l st- Boer War Issues and Usages­
Stephen G. Rich, United States 1851 
to 1857 Issues, by Abel Rubel , Jr . 

October l 5th- Sanitary Fair Stamps, by 
George Wray. Plate Numbers of De 
La Rue Printings for Great Britain , by 
Paul P. Lindenburg . 

November 5 th- The always interesting 
night by Theodore E. Steinway. 
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THE 
NEW YORK POSTMASTER'S 

PROVISIONAL 

A Rev iew of th is Stamp and its Catalogue Listing 

By WINTHROP S. BOGGS 
The very remarkable cover bearing a 
block of nine and a strip of three of this 
stamp (F ig. 1) fou nd recently in a small 
city in upstate New York, reminds us th at 
the days of se nsational finds a re not ye t past. 
This is good evidence th at in th e fu ture no 
doub t other phil atelic fi nd s will be made in 
unexpected places. 

The newly discovered cover also focuses 
a ttention once agai n on an alw ays popular 
stamp , \\·hich is hi storically and philatelically 
ext remely interesting. Therefo re, a brief 
discussion conce rning the va rious aspects of 
this stamp, par ticu larly as noted in th e cata­
logue \mule! see m to be justified a t this time. 

As well known , th e stamp was issued by 
Postm as ter R obert H. Morris of 1 ew York. 
~Ir. ~Iorris was appo inted by President 
Polk to succeed John Lorimer Graham and 
took office on May 2 1. 18-tS· In 18-t9 Mr. 
Willi am V. Brady became postm aster suc­
ceed ing ~Ir . lVIorris. Thus it can be seen 
that '.\lr. i\ I o rri s w as postmaste r of th e most 
impo rtant off ice in the P ostal System, a t a 
time when great reforms and admi ni strative 
changes were t aking pl ace. 

Shortly before Mr. Morris took office th e 
Congress had passed the "cheap post age ac t" 
which altered th e bas is of postage rates from 
zones and shee ts of paper, to a fl at rate by 
\1·eight. The ac t fo llowed th e lines of th e 
reforms introduced in England in 18-to. It 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOi.. XXX I, N
became effective July 1, 1845, and Mr. Mor­
ris a rr anged with R awdon, Wright & H atch, 
then \\·ell -kn own bank note engravers in th e 
i\1 e rchants Exchange, to prepa re a five cents 
st amp for th e prepayment of th e fee for half 
ou nce let ters deposited in his office . 

The head of Washington , t aken from Stu­
a rt 's portrait, was a stock die frequently used 
for bank notes. It was worked ove r to re­
move a fl aw on th e chin. The frame and 
in sc ription were added , th en the plate laid 
down. Acco rding to John N. Luff this was 
of steel and we see no reason to question this 
statement. 

The New York P ostm as ter's stamp was 
the only one made by th e P erkins ' mill and 
di e process, th at is by th e use of a die and 
transfe r roll to lay down a plate. 

The Plate 

The pl ate of forty subjects (5 x 8) is th e 
la rgest of any made for a P ostm as ter's Pro­
visio nal. The plating of thi s stamp engaged 
st udents fo r some thirty years befo re it w as 
fi nally se ttled . 

Prior to 1880 philately w as chi efl y con ­
ce rn ed with th e gath ering and classification 
of stamps accord ing to issue, th a t is by 
country , date , colo r , perforation and \\·ater­
mark. The study of pl ate varieties was 
practica lly unknown-indeed th e methods of 
produc in g st amps \\·e re hardly understood at 
O . 5 231 
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Fi g. The remarkable Ogdensburgh Cover bearing a block of nine, (Posi tions 21-2-3 , 26-7 -8, 31-2-3), and strip of three (Positions 36- 7-8). 
Red ACM in itial s, - tied by black pen cancel. Red "New York" and " Paid"-also blue manuscr ipt rate mark of "60". Ogdensburgh being more than 
300 miles from New York this represents six ra tes or between 2 112 and 3 ounces. Th is is the la rgest known piece of this stamp. (Hasbrouck Find ). 

(Co11rt rsy of H arm er R ooke f!!f Co., /11 r.} 
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Fi g. 2. Vertical pair, initialled ACM. posi ti ons 38 and 39, pen cancelled and tied by red 
" New York 20 Oct l 0 cts" (Hasb rouck Find ). 
that time. Stud ents did notice slight differ­
ences in th e des igns. For instance in 1887, 
John K . Tiffany observed eight varieties of 
th e New Y ork Postm aster 's stamp , rema rk ­
ing th at " th e pl ate consisted of a t least eight 
stamps." !\ I r. F. W . Hunter in "The l\/I et ro­
politan Phil a teli st" for March , 189+ noted 
four varieties but believed th e plate to con­
s ist of one hundred stamps. In thi s a rticl e 
l\llr. Hunter gi ves th e impression that he had 
personally see n str ip s of ten, but it was shown 
later that he \\' rote from hearsay. 

Finally. under the leade rship of three emi­
nent English ph il a telists, Leslie L. R . H aus­
burg, Marcellus P. Castl e and W alte r D . 
Beckton, th e stud y of production processes 
w as adva nced and "plating" undertaken . 
Among the leade rs in American philate ly of 
this \\'ork \\'as J ohn N. Luff who a ttempted 
to plate the l\ew York P ostm as ter's st amp. 
H e worked on th e problem for a number of 
yea rs. Finally, in 1911 with hi s co-wo rker, 
0. S. H art, th e conclu sion was reached th a t 
the pl ate was of fifty st amps, 5 x IO. Sir 
Nicholas W aterhouse a lso worked indepen­
dently on the plating comin g to a similar 
conclu sio n. 

Howeve r, about 1918 a vertica l pair was 
fo und which "plated" in such a way th at ac-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, \ ' OL. XXXI, '
cord ing to th e ideas then accepted th e piece 
would have had to be a stri p of four. In other 
words th e re should have been two st amps 
between th e positions on this pair. The prob­
lem w as th en at tacked on th e th eo ry th a t the 
plate w as of for ty subjects. Among th e 
students \\'ho worked on this idea were Mc­
Daniels , R eggio, and H atfi eld . Mr. H atfield 
was th e fi rst to publish th e results of his 
wo rk in 1921. This conclusively showed 
th a t th e plate consisted of forty subj ects a r­
ranged 5 x 8. This plating has stood th e 
test of more th an thirty years critical 
examinati on. 

With ou r present knowledge it is easy to 
cr iticize th e ea rli er students who believed th e 
pl ate to be of fifty subjects . Howeve r, fifty 
subjects is a more logical size and th e pla ting 
ma rks on many of th e subj ects a re extremdy 
minute and confusing. Mr. Hatfield pointed 
out that th e fourth and fifth horizontal rows 
ca used co nsider able troubl e and misled th .: 
ea rlier students wh o were co rrect in their 
plating but for th ese two rows. Thus, posi­
tions 1 to 15 and 26 to +o were co rrectly 
allocated, although posi tions 26 to +o fo rm ­
e rly were numbered 36 to 50. The block 
and strip of three on th e newly found cover 
include two important pl a te va rieti es which 
0. 5 233 
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Fig. 3 Horizontal pair, initialled ACM , pos iti ons 18 and 19, ti ed by red grid . (Hasb rouck Find ). 
are listed in the catalogue, namely (\°o. 3 1, 
bottom frame lin e double and th e stamp 
be lo\\' , l\ o. 36, top frame lin e double. The 
block a lso contai ns Nos. 23 and 28 , two other 
re-entries. 

At th e same tim e that this cover was found 
three others were also found, each bea ring a 
pair of these stamps, one of which is a verti­
cal pair. (F igs . 2, 3, -1- ) 

The Paper 

The paper used by R awdo n, Wright & 
H a tch \\·as from th e famous Willcox Ivy 
Mill of Chester, P a., which specialized in 
fine bank note papers. It was handm ade 
from linen r ags being properly seasoned be­
fore being used. The rags were of various 
colors and th e pulp had to be bleached, thus 
the color of th e paper dependt"d upon how 
\\·ell thi s \\'as done. Also, in making paper 
by hand th e thickn ess might va ry cor.s ider­
ably from sheet to sheet , o r even in the same 
shee t , consequently the variations in color 
SHCh as blue, blui sh , gray, o r thickne-s,, such 
as pelure a re of no significance, and the list­
ing of th em in th e catalogue is a remn ant oi 
th ose days when ca talogut" rs did not un Je r­
St[J nd technic al processes and rollecto rs \\·e re 
234 THE C
looking for va rieties to add to th eir collec­
tion s. The ribbed paper is also due to ror­
tuitous ca uses and is 11 0 / a /ru e paper variety. 

Issue 

Th e first delivery of th e stamps \\·as on 
Saturd ay, Jul y 12, and th ey \\·e re placed on 
sa le th e following i\/Iond ay, July q , 1845, 
and thu s became th e fi rst of th e P ostm asters 
Provi sionals to be issued. 

Apparently a fe"· shee ts \\·e re issued " ·ith­
ou t th e control initials but th e vast majority 
a re initi a ll ed A C M. !\Ir. Morris ini­
tialled some, perhaps t\\'o shee ts, \\'ith his 
hol d R H l\I signa ture. One pair on a fro nt 
of coHr is kn o\\·n initi alled :'11 M Jr. (Fig. 
5) . These are for '.\Iarcena :vr onson, Jr., 
th e ca t a log ue "Marciana" bei ng an erro r 
1d1ich has been hand ed do \\·n in philatelic 
lite ratu re for yea rs. 

Multiple Pieces 

As noted before the stamp paid th e rate on 
a half ounce lette r, for a distance of 300 mil es 
o r less . Pairs therefore would occur only 
on lette rs over a half ounce, or going mo re 
than 300 miles. Strips of three a re conse-
OLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX! , NO. 5 
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Fi g. 4 Hor izontal pair, initialled ACM, pos iti ons 9 and 10, tied by pen cancel onl y. 
( H asb rouck Find ). 
qut>nt ly rare as they \\·ou lcl only occu r on let­
ters over one ou nce in " ·eight. Any oth er 
mu ltipl e pieces are of extreme rar ity. As 
a matter of fact carefu l inquiry has fa iled 
to reveal the ex istence of any blocks as id e 
from th e one rece ntl y discovered on cover. 
The cata log ue lists an unused block of four 
but the " ·hereabouts of this is a mystery­
if indeed it ex ists. In th e '.\I ill er Coll ec tion 
no\\' in the !\ ew York Public Library at +2nd 
St reet and Fifth Avenue th e re is a joined 
block of ten , ( P osit ions 3 I to +o) the fo ur 
left-hand stamps of the bo ttom row having 
been cut ou t and later placed in aga in. (Fig. 
6) Although sta in ed , it is appa rently an un­
used piece. 

Use 

The ea rlies t known use 1s Tuesday, July 
15, 18+5, which was a clay afte r its iss ue 
accord ing to the contempora ry newspapers. 
Copies a re knov .. ·n used as late as August , 
18+7 or more than a month after th e United 
States General Issue w as placed on sale. 
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The vast majority of these sta mps were 
used in l\ ew York on domestic letters but it 
1\·as also used on many fore ign letters, and 
in othe r post offices, being the only Post­
masters ' Prov isional st amp to be used in th a t 
\\·ay . It is also the only Postm as ters' Pro­
visio na l used from outsid e the U nited States. 

L et us co nsicl e r three phases of usage. 
First, use to foreign cou ntri es. New York 
be in g th e chief commercial city in No rth 
America had an ex tensive foreign trade. 
l\/Iany of th e use rs had foreign connections, 
consequ ently so me lette rs addressed abroad 
have these stamps on th em. Canada, of 
cou rse, was th e usu al foreign co untry to 
which th ey were used . H owever, among th e 
European co untries to which th ey were used 
a re Great Brita in, Austri a, France, Ne ther­
lancl s, Switzerland and Sardinia. It would 
be inte res ting to see cove rs bea ring thi s st amp 
to any co untries other th an th ese. 

Second, usage in other post offices. W e 
know from the letters of Mr. Morris th at 
he ,,·as th e ad ministr ative genius of the Post 
Office during th e yea rs he held th e office of 
O. 5 235 



NEW YORK POSTMAST E R 'S PROVISIONA LS 
Tr1E PHtt...ATELtC FOUNDATION 

// 

Fig. 5 Horizon tal pa ir init ialed " MM jr". on face of cover. These were the initials o f 
Ma rcena Monson, Jr ., and the pair is believed to be unique . Marcena is usually mi sspelled 

Marciana. 
( C o11r/ es y of Philat f' lir Foundation ) 

J 
Postm aster. Although the Postm aste r Gen­
era l in W ashington , D . C., was th e nomin a l 
head of the P ost al System, he was a purely po­
litical appoi ntee and had to rely upon th e ad­
vice of the leading postmas te rs and route 
age nts for ad ministr ati ve aid. ln 18.J.6 l\lfr . 
lVIorris sugges ted that some of th e New 
York st amps co uld be sent to a number of th e 
large r offices to tes t th e practicability of ad­
hes ive sta mps. This was, undoubted ly, be­
ca use th e proposed General I ss ue was being 
discussed at th a t tim e. Consequently, Mr. 
Morri s sent supplies of th e stamp to th e Post ­
mas ters of Boston , W ashin gton, Albany and 
Phil adelphi a, so that th ey a re kn own used 
from th ese cities. H o\\"ever, thev are also 
known used from Charleston. S. C., E liza ­
bethtown, N. ]. , ( now Elizabeth) New 
Hamburgh, N. Y. and Sing Sing, N. Y. 
( now Ossining). Such st amps h ad been 
ei th e r sent or taken to th ese towns by private 
parties. 

One fur th e r note. The cat alogue sta tes 
" also reported used fro m J ersey City. N. J ." 
W e ca n add so methin g to th at not e. Some 
THE CO
t\\·enty years ago we reca ll th e la te, beloved 
Percy D oane showing us a cove r bear ing a 
Ne,.,. York st amp , cance ll ed in red "Jersey 
C ity, N. ]." Mr. Doane jokingly remarked 
th at the send e r probably took the ferry to 
J e rsey, and , finding that he had foq~otten to 
mail th e letter, did so immediate ly. I f thi s 
cover is still in existence, it would be interest­
in g to re-exa min e it and have it photo­
gra phed. Othe r uses are " ·ith red U. S. Ex­
press i.lail and red or black r ailroad cancel­
la tions. 

Third , used from foreign cou ntri es. So 
far Canada affords us th e onl y exa mpl e. 
Our illustration (F ig. 7) shows two fine 
copies used from H amilton, U. C ., in 
August, 18.J. 7. This is a la te usage for th ese 
st amps and more th an a month af te r th e 
18.J.7 Gene ral I ss ue appea red. In acco rd ­
ance with instru ctions th e postmaste r a t 
H am ilton did not cance l th e New York 
stamps leaving th e U nited States au th o rities 
to accept or refuse to acknowl edge th e frank­
ing as they desi red. In thi s in stance, of 
co urse, Mr. Morris accepted th e st amps as 
paying th e 1 oc rate. 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, \ "OL. xxxr , NO. -
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Fig. 6 Reconstructed block of ten, positions 31 to 40. Miller Collection, New York Public 
Library, New York, N. Y. 

j 
Reprints 

The reprints from the origin al die are 
from a plate of nine subjects. The plating 
marks enable them to be readily distinguished 
from th e originals and the paper is quite 
different in most instances. They also exist 
in fancy colors on white, bond paper. 

Counterfeits 

·Most of the cou nterfeits of thi s s t a mp are 
so crude that th ey ,,·ould deceive no one fa­
mili a r with an original. H ow ever, in rece nt 
years there h as ema nated from Europe an 
exceedingly deceptive cou nte rfei t which 
" pl ates" as one of th e subj ects in th e o rigi nal 
plate of forty. Only those fam ili ar with this 
s tamp should purchase it unless accompa­
ni ed by a Certificate of th e Ex pert Com­
mittee of the Phil ate lic Foundation, New 
Y ork, or Th e R oyal Phil a telic Society, 
London. 

Reference Works 

Numerous articles h ave appe a red in th e 
philatelic press conce rnin g this st amp-some 
T HE COL L ECT ORS CLU B PHILATELJST, vo r.. xxxr, N
la te r publ ished as handbooks. Only three, 
howeYer, are necessa ry for an adequate back­
groun:l of its history and plating, vi z. 

T!t e Postm as ters' Provisionals by J ohn N. 
Luff and Hu gh M. C lark , r937, with plates. 
The l:est ge nera l treatm ent of th ese issues 
and a good resume of the New York st amp. 

T!t e New York Postm as ter's Prov isional 
by A. H atfielrl , Jr., 1 92 r. The plating of 
this sta mp illu strated by horizontal and 
vertical pairs proving th e pl ate to be of 
forty subjects. 

T!te New York Postmast er's Pr ovisional 
by Paul M ac Guffin , r936. APS H andbook . 
By far the bes t summary for those interes ted 
in plating thi s st amp. Althou gh some of th e 
notes were by Mr. l\1acGuffin , it is not gen­
e r ally known th at mos t of them as \\·ell as 
th e exce ll ent pl at ing illu str ation s and descrip­
tions 1-ve re by th e disting ui shed American 
phi latelic student , Mr. Stanley B . A shbrook. 

Most other articles are either poor imita­
ti ons of th e three authorit ative sources 
above or th e ca reless work of so meone who 
lik ed to see hi s n ame in print. Thi s has been 
O. 5 237 



NEW YORK POSTMASTER ' S PROVISIO N AL S 
LICHTENSTEIN ME'DAL 

(Continued from P age 227.) 

The members of t!t e C ollec t ors Club have 
a speci al place in th eir hea rts for Mr. Lich ­
tenstein beca use our very home is th e result 
of his in spiring leadership and gen e rosity. 
H e led the membe rship to ri se in a body 
with co ntributions needed to purchase th e 
cl ub building, and es t abli shed a maintenance 
fun d to elim inate th e anxiet ies of keep in g it . 
As organizer and bene fac to r of th e C lub's 
ac tivit ies no one has ye t eq ualed hi s example. 

Hi s daughter , now lVlrs. J ohn D enny D ale, 
has been a co llec to r of st amps in her ow n 
r ight since chil dhood. She sh a r ed an abound ­
in g inte res t with he r fath er w ho tutored and 
t ra in ed her up to th e time of hi s dea th in 
19+7. Through his daughter phil ately still 
enjoys th e Lichtenstein infl uence as she ca r­
ries out her late fath er 's id eas and obj ectives . 
A s Vice-C hairm an of T!t e P!tila telic Fo unda­
tion and an ac tive membe r of its Expert 
Comm itt ee she gives generou sly of he r tim e 
/ 

I 
' 

/// X, ft~- r J:.-~ / 
. :/LL'Eu- ~/T,/~ 

····-----····-·------------------' 
Fig. 7 Two very fine copies, initialled ACM used from Canada. Cover postmarked 

Hamilton Au 5, 1847 , more than a month after the 1847 General ls:ue appeared . 

proved by th e pe rpetuation of early mi stakes 
by those writers who copied rather than 
checked as a good student should. It is our 

opinion th a t any collecto r inte res ted in this 
New York stamp ca n lea rn almost everything 
he need s in the a for ementiond handbooks. 
TH E CO
and philatelic kn owledge. As an exhibitor 
she h as been award ed top prizes all over the 
world , and now shows parts of her collection 
not for competition, at many inte rn ational 
exhibitions for th e enj oyment of phil ateli sts 
eve rywh ere. 

It is ex tr ao rdin a ry th a t so littl e has been 
written about a man wh o has cl one so much 
fo r phil ately. In checking th e fac ts fo r th is 
a rticl e thi s 1vas evident to us who knew of 
his many wonde rful co ll ec tions, of th e many 
stu dents he helped, of his ab iding interes t in 
and ass istance to hi s fell ow phil atelists--­
all to wi den phil atelic knowledge. U nl ike 
many, ab out w hom so much h as been w ri t­
ten, he shunn ed pe rsonal publicity. 

This is written abou t a man w ho lived and 
loved hi s hobby to th e fulles t , and in doing 
so co nt rived to do so ve ry much fo r h is 
cl ub and for phil ately. T!t e Co llect ors Club , 
in establi shing t!t e A l fr ed F. Licht ens tein 
ll t edal, has cr ea ted w hat will stand for a 
long time as Am erica's fo remost p!t ilatelic 
award, app ropri a tely named in honor of th is 
g rea t man and phil a teli st. 
LLECTORS C LU B PHILATELI ST , VOL- XXXI , NO. 5 



CHINA 

The First Issue 

By DR. ROBERT C. H. LEE 

Part 11 
As China speciali sts are well acquainted 
wi th the general information on the firs t is­
sue, it is unnecessa ry to go into details about 
it except to point out a few pertinent facts. 
The first issue is divided into three major 
categories, ( 1) thin-paper settings, (2) wide­
ma rgin settings and ( 3) opaque-paper set­
tings. Roughly speaking, th e thin-paper set­
tings were printed from 1878 to 1882, th e 
wide-margin se ttings in 1882, and th e opaque­
paper se ttings from 1883 to probably ea rly 
1885. During the period of approximately 
seven years, the same cliches were used in 
printin g all the stamps of thi s issue. How­
eve r, from tim e to time, there were re-ar­
rangements of the cliches in number and or­
der; each such re-arrangement constitutes a 
"setting. " 

The theory upon which I base my studies 
is that th e cliches went through a process of 
progressive deterioration during their seven 
years of use . Not all th e cliches w ere af­
fected alike ; as some ret ai ned th eir cha rac ter­
istic features until the end , while others show 
very great changes. But as long as ch anges 
occurred, th ese were irreversible. Some 
fla\\·s already exist in the original st a te of the 
cliches as represented in Setting I, but most 
of them developed af terwards. With each 
succeeding setting, it wi ll be noted th a t ( 1) 
the flaws present in any one cliche may be­
come more exaggerated, (2) other flaws may 
develop in the same cliche, (3) new fl aws 
may develop in other cliches, and (4) the 
surface of the cliches show signs of wear and 
tear. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX I , 
The sys tem used in gather ing material for 
my studies was to coll ect every cliche with 
eve ry variation. The stamps of each cliche 
a re then arranged in th e order of th e amount 
of changes present as compa red to its st ate 
in Setting I. And fi nally, th e different 
cliches are gro uped accordi ng to paper, shade, 
and th e impression. By this process a more 
or less orderly arrangemen t of th e printings 
shou ld be obtained. To date, I have ex­
amin ed several th ousand copies of this iss ue, 
and have retained over a thousand copies of 
these. In theory, the frequency of each 
cliche shou ld be about the same as any other, 
but in actual expe rience I find th at with few 
exceptions, it is very difficult to locate all the 
cliches that make up any singl e setting. 

The determining of the arrangement of th e 
cliches in each setting is dependent upon the 
examination of sheets and multiples. In the 
absence of sheets, th e only basis by which a 
different set ting can be establ ished with cer­
tainty is by finding multiples with cliches in 
co mmon. Differences in shade, impression 
and perforations a re 11ot sufficient for the des­
ignation of a different se tting. However, 
when these differences are accompanied by 
significan t changes in the cliches, I believe it 
justifiable to assume the existence of a dif­
ferent set ting even 1n the absence of 
multiples. 

Tn my first article , (*) I h ave pointed out 
the markings in all th e cliches, and in general 

*TH E r· oLL ECTOR S C L UB PHILATELI ST, Vol. XXXI, 
Pnges 27-~6. 
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CHIXA's FIRST Iss uE 
w here th ey occu rred. In th e present arti­
cle, I am attempting to pin-point th ese mark­
ings as to where th ey defi nitely o riginate, 
tr ac ing their development to th e end , and 
fina ll y to correla te th ese changes with th e 
se tti ngs. If futur e studies should disclose 
additional se ttings, I still fee l quite ce rta in 
th a t th e chronological o rd e r of th e settin gs 
as I present them is co rrect. 

Settings of the Three Candarins * 
Thin Paper 

Setting T- Of the First I ssue sheets, th e 3 
Candarin s Setting I is the most common. 
The one in my collection is of a rich brown­
ish red co lor, on thin white pape r, with clear 
impressions and clean-cut perforations. I 
also have a block of four of a later printing 
which is of a lighter sh ade with a vermilion 
tint. Tn general the stamps of thi s se tting are 
more reddish o r darker th an those of Setting 
II and II T. 

The cliches of this setting were illustrated 
and described in the preceding a rticl e in this 
magaz ine. There a re some ch anges in th e 
la te r printings o f thi s se ttin g, but th ey are 
of a mino r cha rac te r. As this setting shows 
th e cliches in th eir or igin al state, it mu st be 
borne in min d th at many of th e cliches h ave 
not yet developed th e class ical markings 
known to C hin a specia lists. 

Cliche +-Absence of th e ,,·hite spot on the 
dragon's shoulder, right. Th e middle stroke 
of th e ch arac ter "chu" ( third, right vertical 
row) is not broken, but is slightl y thin . 

C liche 6-Th e right inner fra melin e shows 
no notch ing to th e lef t of the ri ght figure "3". 

C liche 7-Absence of dots in th e top and 
left panels. 

C liche 12- There 1s a la rge dot in th e 
upper left co rn e r of th e ch aracter "y u" ( top, 
right vertical row). The lower right co rn er 
of th e des ign is defective , but the I in es a r e 
still visib le. 

C liche 16-The right leg of the char ac ter 
"dah" (~ppe r righ t ) is sol id . 

C liche 17-Left figure "3" norm al. 

* The Settings of the T Candar in and the 5 Can· 
darins will be taken up together in the second part 
of thi s art icl e. 
2+0 THE C
C liche I9-The dragon 's lower claw, left , 
is not h roken. 

C liche 22-The top framelin e is slightly 
defec t ive a t th e left, but th e re is no break. 

C liche 2+- The lmver se rif of th e "I" in 
"C H 1 NA" is not broken . 

C liche 25-There a re no brea ks in th e 
" H " of " C HI NA", no r any othe r pa rt of 
the design. 

With th e excep tion of cliche 12, th e de­
scri pti on of th e cliches appears to be of a nega­
tive cha r ac te r ; but thi s is impo rtant. In o r­
de r to understand th e cliches in th ei r la ter 
sta te, it is necessa ry to know th em in their 
o rigin al st ate. Although st amps of th e 3 
Ca nd a rin s thin -pa;;er settings a re rela tively 
easy to obta in , yo u will find the pl a tin g of 
Setting I , accord ing to the above specifica­
tion s, very inte res ting, and not as simpl e as 
it appears. 

Setting 11- 1 have an imperfora te shee t of 
thi s se tting in my coll ec tion. The colo r is 
pale and th e impress ions a re very light. The 
cliches are ar ranged as fo ll o,,·s: 

22 17 

6 11 

23 13 

19 20 2+ 

25 9 

15 

J O 

16 

7 

3 

2 

21 

8 

5 

12 

Cl iche 4: A white spot appears on the dragon's 
shoulder, ri ght , and the characte r "chu " ( third , 

right ve rt ica l row) shows a break in the 
middle stroke. 
O LLECTORS C J. V B PH ILATELIST, VOL. xxxr , NO. s 



CHINA'S F 1 RST ISSUE 
Cliche 6: The right inner frameline shows a 
small inward notching just below the lower 

inner frameline . 

Cliche 7: There are small dots in the top panel 
to the left of " CH I NA", and in the left panel 
below the third character. The lowe r po rtion 

of the left outer frameline curves inward. 

Cliche 12 : There is no dot in the character 
yu ( top, right vertical row). The lower 

right co rner of the des ign show only faint traces 
or complete absence of the affected I ines. 
THE CO LLECTORS CLUB PHILATEJ. IST, VOL. xxx r, N
Cliche 16 : A whi te space appea rs in the right 
leg of the character " da h" (upper right). 

Cliche 17 : The base of the left figure " 3 " 
shows signs of becoming flat. 

Cl iche 19 : The dragon's lower claw, left, is 
broken in various places. 
O. 5 



CHINA'S FIRST ISS UE 
Cliche 22: The top framel ine is broken at the 
left, above the charac ter " Ch ing ," to the junc­

tion of the left inner frameline . 

Cliche 24: Both the lower serifs of the " H" 
in " CHINA" are broken at the right. This is 
also true of the late printings of Setting l . 

Cliche 26 : Note the pecu liar proof ci rcle traces 
and the incompleted bottom line of the lower 

middle fin . 
THE C
i\tl any cliches show changes, which I am 
sure resulted from carelessness in handling 
during th e process of re-setting. H oweve r, 
some of th e changes m ay he attributed to th e: 
fac t th at weak points wne al ready pre~ent 

1ri th e cliches, and th e cleani ng brought ou t 
th e flaw s. 

Se tting I IA- In an imoerinr ate sheet of 
Se tting I I from th e H a rt-Lovelace Collec­
tion , it was di scovered th at position 19, 
which was occupied by cliche 7, shows an en­
tirely diffe rent cl iche. Apparently an extr a 
cliche of the 3 Candarins w as m ade , and th e 
printers decided to replace clich e 7 because of 
the dots that appeared in th e top and left 
panels. C liche 7 never appea rs again, and 
thi s new cliche which m ay be designated as 
cliche 26 appea red aga in in Setting III and 
later settings. 

The discovery of cliche 26 by L. F. Living­
ston is of g re at significance. The late Gerard 
Gi lbe rt and J ames Starr conside red cliche 26 
to be a recut version of cliche 7, basing th eir 
ass umption on the disappea rance of cliche 7. 
Previous to this, th e plating of th e first issue 
was based on th e assumption th at 25 cliches 
w e re used in each denominati on. Now it 
opens th e question whether th e re a re undis­
cove red cliches in th e 1 Cand a rin and the 5 
Ca nd a rin s also. 

Cliche 25 : The oblique lines at the lower left 
corner of the design are broken. In the " H" 
of " CH I NA" , only a trace of the ba r is pres­
en t , and the left ver t ical s t roke is defective or 
broken at the bottom. A small area to the 

left of the dragon's eye, left , is slightl y 
defective. 
OLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATEL IST, VOL. XXXI, NO. 5 



CH I NA'S FIRST ISSU E 
Setting III- The presence of cliche 26 
proves definitely th a t this pane belon gs to a 
se tting af ter Setting II. The cliches are ar­
ranged as follows: 

2 20 

10 17 

9 

II 21 

8 

13 

23 

3 

14 

19 

5 

15 

26 

6 

25 

The five m1 ss111g cliches are 4, 12 , 16, 18, 
and 22. Four or five sheets of th is se tting 
a re known. All a re w ithout any m a rgin sel­
vage, and usually h ave some of th e perfora­
tions very slightly trimmed . They were not 
fro m one so urce and th e exis tence of four or 
more such sheets is a very strong i11dicatio11 

that th e complete setting was 20 cliches. 
C liches 12 and 22 were so badly worn they 
were und oubted ly disca rded so having only 
23 us abl e cliches, th e 20 subj ect se tting w as 
used. 

Cliche 14: Two spo ts, a large one shaped 
like the head of a nail and a small round dot 
to the lower right of the former, appea r in the 
right panel between the top inner frameline 
and the top character. Th is is undoubtedly 
due to a fo reign matter of a re latively soft 
nature, as it changes shape and eventually 

disappears in subsequent sett ings. 
THE COL LECTO RS CLUB PH ILATELiST, VOL . XXX I, 
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Cliche 25 : In the " H" of " CHINA", the bar is 
now entirely missing and the lower half of the 
right ve rt ical stroke is broken . The white area 
on the dragon's face is larger, and another 
white area appears on the middle loop of the 
dragon 's body, above the night-sh ining pearl. 

Wide-Margin Settings 

The late Major J ames Starr discovered 
th a t th e wide-margi n se ttings were in 15 
subjects, 5 x 3, by findi ng a strip of three 
with top and bottom selvage . In coll abora­
tion with H . B. R . C la rke and th e la te 
Gerard Gilbert, he pla ted two se ttings, one 
of th em partially. As these fo ll ow Setting 
II I of th e thin-paper, they a re designated as 
Se ttings IV and V. 

The re a re only 16 cliches used in the two 
wide-margin settings; namely 3, +, 5, 6, 9 , 
10, T 1 , 13 , 14, .16, 17, 18, 19, 21 , 23. and 24. 

Tn Starr's pl ating, cliches 2 , 7, and 22 ap­
pear; but none of th ese three cliches can be 
found. The three cliches w hich Starr did not 
mention, namely 5, 18, and 23 a re actu ally 
the ones th at occu r in th e se ttings. A de­
scription of these three cliches and th e ones 
they rep lace 111 th e Starr settings is as 
fo ll ows: 
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CHINA'S FIRST ISSUE 
CHIN:'\. ..... 
\. 

Cliche 6: The wh ite spot on the d ragon 's face 
becomes la rge r, and the top frame line is much 

thi nner at the left. 

Cliche 9: The dragon's whisker , right, begins 
to be defective; a small white area occupying 

the tip. 

Cliche 5 : The character "cheng" (second , right 
ve rtical row ) has a dot instead of a horizontal 
stroke in the ri ght radical. The bottom line of 
the lower middle fin is incomplete, showing 
only a dot. Cl iche 2 would have the character-
istic top frameline, and the absence of any trace 

of the bottom line of the lower middle fin . 
THE CO
Cliche 18 : The presence of the proof circle 
trace, the defect in the top frame I ine at the 
left, and the presence of the complete bottom 
line of the lower middle fin are definite char-

acteristics of Cliche 1 8. 

Cliche 23: The top frameline d ips over "NA" 
of " CH I NA" and the bottom line of the lower 

middle fin is completely absent. 

Substitute cliche 5 for 2 , cliche r8 for 
7, a nd cliche 23 for 22; the a rrange­
m ent of the cliches in the two wide-m a rgin 
se ttings accord in g to Starr a re as follows: 

etting IV : 

10 J 7 23 13 19 

9 24 5 .+ 18 

11 3 21 14 6 
LLECTORS CLU B PH ILAT EL IST , VOL. xxxr, NO. 5 



CHINA'S FIRST ISS UE 
Setting V: 

23 17 4 13 

r6 14 19 

5 3 6 

!VI ultiples, even pairs, are rare; there­
fo re it may be very difficult to compl ete th e 
plating of Setting V. W e know defi nitely, 
however , th at cliche 16 was used onl y in 
Se tting V, so one of th e cliches used in Set­
ting IV must be left out. A study of th e 
frequency of th e cliches by Livingston 
fou nd th at cliches 16 and 2+ were th e most 
scarce and th eir frequency was roughly 
10 }1c of the oth ers. This is not positive evi­
dence. but \\"ith positive proof not being 
avai lable at present; we may assume th at 
cliche 2+ \\" as not used in Setting V, and th e 
rema111 111 g cliches are 9, 10, 1 r, and 21. 

Opaque-Paper 

ln 1925, M. D. C how divided th e opaque­
pape r se ttings into th e brown red and th e 
vermilion settings . H e based hi s classifica­
tion on the fac t th at ( 1) th e vermilion st amps 
are indistinct, and (2) th e semi-circl e va riety 
of cliche + appea rs only in the vermilion 
se ttings. T he vermilion st amps are relatively 
uniform in shade, but the brown red stamps 
show a very wide range of shades of which 
the true bro\\" n red is only one type. The 
others rangr fro m a pale bro\\"nish red to a 
deep red with ha rd ly any tr ace of brown 
present. If this is understood, the gene r al 
classification of " brown reds" which a re th e 
ea rli er se ttings and "ve rmilion" w hich are 
the later set tings is acce pt abl e. 

1 have managed to sub-d ivid e th e brown 
red and th e vermilion into three distinct 
groups of each. Tv.-o of th ese groups repre­
sent defi nite settings which I shall desc ribe. 
I believe that th e oth er four gro ups r ep re­
sent at least one setting each by an analys is 
of shades, impressions, and perforations; 
combin ed \\·ith significant changes in th e 
cliches . The six gro ups are as follows: 

1. P ale Brownish R ed Setting 
2. Deep Brownish R ed Setting 
3. B ro\\·n R ed Setting 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxx r, 
+· Bright Orange Vermilion Setting 
5. Orange Vermilion Setting 
6. Dull Orange Vermilion Setting 

It is very difficult to describe colors ac­
cur ately. It is a co mmon fac t th at there a re 
hardly tv.:o people w ho are in complete 
ag reemen t \\"hen it co mes to naming a color. 
I sha ll point out why I have designated the 
six groups acco rd in g to the above shades. 
The main reason is th a t I h ave to use some 
titl e to designate the va riou s groups, al­
though the colors may not be entirely accu­
rate; it will fulfill the purpose satisfactorily. 

1. P all' Brownish R ed Setting-The color 
of th e stamps a re predo minantly red with a 
brownish t int . The r ange of shades is quite 
wide , most heing pale but so me a re ve ry red. 
The paper is usually white with some h aving 
a yellowish tone, and th e perforations are 
clean-cut. The most important feature, how­
eve r, is th at the impressions are very clear 
and sha rp ; the cliches appa rently being well 
cleaned, and still in good condition. In gen­
e ra l, th e stamps look very much like those of 
th e thin -pape r se ttings, with which they are 
often confu sed. The cliches show very little 
changes. With out doubt , thi s represents th e 
ea rlies t of th e opaque-paper se ttings . 

Cliche 6 : The top frameline curves slightly over 
the character " Ch ing ," and shows white spaces. 
The oute r aspect of the top of the left outer 
frameline is shaved -off and the tip is poi nted . 
' 0. 5 245 



CHrNA ' s F1RST IssuE 
Cliche 9: The white area in the dragon 's right 
whisker is larger than before . In the left wave 
above the lower inner frameline (above "C" of 
" CANDAR INS" ) the second and third lines are 

defective . 

Cliche 14: The large dot in the right panel now 
looks I ike a d ro p of wate r being pointed at the 
top. In Se tti ng 3 , it was shaped like the head 

of a nail. 

Cliche 1 8 : There is a 1 mm break in the to p 
frameline , llz mm to the left of the left inner 
frameline . There is a small dot between this 
brea k . The two opposing edges are thin and 

irregular . 
TH E C
Cliche 24 : Besides the breaks in the lower ser­
ifs of " H" in " CHINA, " the lower serif of the 

" I" is also broken at the right . 

2. D Fep B rownish R ed Se ttin g : Th e shade 
of th e st amps o f thi s se tting a re of a deeper 
o r da rke r red th an th ose o f th e previous one; 
th e ex treme be ing th e so-call ed " V eneti an 
R ed. " H o1· ·eve r , th e impo rt ant diffe rence 
he re is that the im press ions a re heavie r and 
slightly i nd: ~ tin c t , th e cliches beginning to 
sho11· defi ni :e sign s o f wea r. 

In m any in st ances, it is ve ry difficult to 
dete rmin e wh eth e r a s t amp belongs to th e 
" pal e" o r to th e "deep" browni sh- red se t­
tin g. They appea r to be tr ansit ion sta tes 
both in natu re of the impression and th e 
shade . H o\\·eve r, I 'I m <] uite convinced th at 
th e:e t11·0 g rou ps rep resent t11·0 di fferent se t-

Cliche 14 : (Venetian Red Shade ) The spo t in 
the right panel is now very indistinct and is 

beginning to disappear . 
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CHINA'S FIRST Iss uE 
tings , as I have found a total of 2 I dif­
ferent cliches in th ese two g roups. Stamps of 
this se tting a r e much mor e difficult to come 
by, and to date, I have found only r4 dif­
fere nt cl iches. Two of these cliches show 
changes which I consid er to be of sign ificance. 

Cl iche 2 5 : The w hite area in the dragon 's face 
is so much larger than before that thi s stamp 
may easily be mi sta ken for c liche 6 . The base 

of the left figure "3" is now qui te flat . 

3. Brown R ed Se tt ing-The brown ele­
ment is very strong in the stamps of thi s 
sett ing, and it is very easy to tell th em apar t 
from the others. No doubt , th is is th e 
"bro\\·n reel" upon \\·hich C ho\\" based his 
classifi catio n . as he had a sheet of this set­
ting and plated it in 192-. 

The shade varies a great deal. Some are 
ver\' pale. some reddish and so me have a 
s light \·erm ilion tint. I have a b lock of four 
and three ma rgi n cop ies \\·hich are of thi s 
setti ng. in \\·hich four d iffere nt shades are 
represented. This is one of th e reasons why 
I am in clined to be co nservative in my est i­
mate th a t th e numbe r of set tin gs for shade 
alon e is a very unreli abl e guide, and often 
verv mi sle ad ing. 

The pape r has a slight ye llowish ton e, but 
some is \\·h ite. The pe rforation s a re smooth 
but not very clean-cu t . The clich es he re show 
more signs of wear, as th e impress ions a re 
heavv ;111 ::! indistinct. Several cliches shO\\" 
signifi ca nt changes. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH I LATEL IST, VOL. XXXI , 
Cliche 6 : The defec t in the top fram el ine at the 
left has increased . Only the lower por ti on of 
the line above " Ching" is d is t inc t , w hile the 
outer po rti on is very faint . The w h ite areas 
a re la rge r. A t iny white bl ob also appears 
6 mm from the left upper corner. The left 
inne r frameline is broken l mm from the top, 
and white spaces appear near the top of the 

left oute r frameline . 

Cl iche 14: The right panel shows the absence 
of the dot tha t was present in the previous 

settings. 
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CHINA'S FIRST ISS UE 
Cliche 18 : The break in the left of the top 
frame line is now bridged by an indi st inct line . 
The entire left sec ti on is defective up to "N" 
of " CH I NA ''. The left inner frame li ne is 

broken near the top. 

Cliche 21 : The righ t figure "3" shows a white 
space in the loop . The upper sec t ion is also 

slightly defec t ive. 

Cliche 23 : The left ou ter frameline curves in­
ward slightl y at the bottom, giving the lower 
left corner a somew hat rounded appearance. 
THE C
I have examined a top pane of 12 (4 x 5) , 
and a bottom pane of 8 (4 x 4) , which com­
prises a complete sheet of this sett ing, as the 
stamps are of th e proper color and paper, 
and th e selvages on the panes a re co rrect. 
The a rrangement of the cliches is as follows: 

9 15 

17 

JO 25 

20 11 

23 + 

13 

6 

3 

8 

5 

21 

In 1925, i\I. D. Chow also plated th is set­
ting. With th e exception of posi t ion 12 and 
16, to which he assigned cliches 2 and 12 

respectively, the rest of th e plating is the 
same. 

4. Bright Orange fl ermilion Setting-The 
shade of the st amps of this setting is an 
ora nge vermi li on which is quite si milar to 
the type tha t fo llows, but has a brighter 
appearance. T he shades vary from pale to 
dark , and some have a strong red element. 
The pe rfor a tion s a re smooth. The paper is 
white. but th ere a re some ,,·hich are dis­
tinctly rellow. 

The cliches must have been thoro ughly 
clea ned , for alth ough th e impressions are 
heavr. they are very clear. '.\llany cliches 
show changes ,,·hich I believe a re due both to 
,,·ear and tear and to ca rel essness in h an­
dli ng. Th e prominent change is in cliche 4 
which disti nguishes the vermilion from th e 
red brown se ttings . 

own a block of four, a vertical pair , 
and a horizo nt al pair of thi s se tting. They 
a re of th e typ ical bright ora nge vermilion 
shade and have smooth perforations. From 
th ese few multiples, I have been ab le to 
id entify seven cliches in two separate blocks 
as fo llows: (The pairs h ave cliches 11 in 
comm on). 

5 

18 

17 l [ 

rs 
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CHINA ' S FIRST ISSUE 
Cliche 1 : There is a marked inward dipping of 
the right inner frameline to the right and 
below the character "cheng" (second, right 

vertical row ). 

Cliche 4: There is a small semi-circle attached 
to the right of the lower segment of the left 
inner frameline ( left of " CANDARINS" ). 
White spaces appear in the left figure " 3 " . 
A large white space also appea rs at the top of 

the dragon's whi sker , left . 

Cliche 5 : A break appears in the middle of the 
right obi ique stroke of the character " fen " 
(second , left vertical row ) , and the loop of 
the " C" in " CHINA" shows a small white 
space . ( In my previous article, Vol. XXXI , 
Page 36, I described this as cl iche l wh ich 

is an error ). 
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Cliche 6 : The damaged portion of the left of 
the top frameline is now very exaggerated . 
It appears as though the sec tion above the 
character " Ching" has ballooned out and burst, 
leaving only a thin curved I ine at the bottom . 
The white blob is now very clear. The top of 
the lef t outer frameline assumes the appear­
ance of the tip of a flame , with two additional 
white spots present . The left inner frameline 
is broken l mm from the top, and white spaces 

appear in the upper portion of the right 
figure "3". 

Cliche 9 : The white space occupying the drag ­
on 's whisker , right , is shaped like a hand with 
four fingers , pointing upward. On the whi sk­
e rs at the left, the space is occupied by an 
irregular semi-circular pattern divided into four 
unequal segments. White spaces appear in the 
right leg of the character " dah" (upper right ) , 

and in the loop of the " C" in " CH I NA". 
O. -



CHINA'S FIRST ISS UE 
Cliche 16 : The right leg of the cha racter "dah " 
is now solid. The white space has disappeared. 

Cliche 17 : In the curved portion of the bottom 
frameline , small white dots or spaces appear 
below the letters " A ," "R," "N" and " S" . 
The spaces to the right of " S" is a line 

about l mm . 

Cliche 18 : The top frameline now shows a 
wide break at the left, and is defective to the 
"N" ot "C H I NA" . White spaces appear in 
the left ou ter frameline near the top, in the 
" C" of "CH I NA", and in the tip of the right 

leg of the character "dah " (upper right ). 
250 THE CO
Cliche 19 : In the dragon's lowe r claw, left , 
the broken line on the right side of the leg is 
now closer to the claw than in the previous 
se ttings. 

Cliche 21 : The three connected dots which 
form the proof ci rcle trace becomes a solid 
curved line, shaped like a boomerang . Wh ite 
spaces appear in the upper section and the loop 

of the right figure "3" . 

Cliche 3 : The break in the lower inner frame­
line above the right figure "3" is often very 
small . The broken dot in the upper right 
corne r of thi s fi gu re "3" is now not apparent , 
as it appears to have joined the figure itself . 
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C HI N A 'S FIR S T ISS UE 
5. Orange T"erm ili on S elling-In gener al, 
the s tamps of this se tting a re slightl y d a rker 
and dull e r th an tho se of th e previou s one. 
The re a re t\\"O import ant d istingui shing 
fea tures, ( I ) th e pe rfo ra tion s a re rough, and 
(2) th e impress ion s a re heavy and indis­
t inct. T\\·o fac ts a re appa rent , ( 1) the 
pe rfo ra ting m achine is ge tting dull from 
ove ru se, and (2) th e cl iches a re w ea r ing ou t 
r apidl y a t this st age . M any cliches aga in 
show changes. and ap pea r to be bad ly in need 
of cleaning as m any of th e change s are 
p robably d ue to ca ked ink. 

Cliche 4 : The white area in the region of the 
dragon 's whi sker, right , is present in the earlier 
print ings, and is replaced by a dark area in 

the late r printings. 

C liche 9 : The ri ght leg of " dah " (uppe r right ) 
is now broken in the m iddle. 
'T H E CO LL ECTORS CLU B PHI LATE LI ST , VOL . XXX I, N
Cliche 17 : The small defects noted in the bot­
tom frameline in the previous setting now 
becomes very pronounced . The section from 
the second " A" of " CANDARINS" to the 
junction of the right inner frameline is spl it 
longitudinall y. In some instances , the bottom 

half of thi s split line is entirely missing. 

Cl iche I 8 : In some instances, the top frame­
line shows no breaks, but the whole left ha lf 
is ve ry defect ive . The upper half of t he le ft 

oute r frame line is al so very defective. 
O. 5 



CH I NA'S F I R ST I SSUE 
Cliche 19 : In the dragon 's lower claw, left, 
the I ine at the right of the leg now joins the 
claw. 

Cliche 20 : An indistinct whiti sh band runs 
obliquely downward from the dragon 's nose to 
the lef t across the body. It appears as though 
the cliche was accidentall y scraped, although 
thi s might no t have been the cause fo r the 

appearance of this w hit ish band. 

I have a photog raph of a used pane of 20 

( + x 5) of thi s se ttin g. This no doubt 
represents th e se tting itse lf, even th ough 
th e re is no selv age. The pe rfor ations a re 
rough , and th e cliche shows th e ch a r ac ter-
252 T HE CO
is tics as desc ribed above. The cancell a ti ons 
ob lite ra te some o f th e m a rkings, but th e 
cl iches co ul d still be id entified quite \\·ell ; 
although th e pa ne of st amps itself w o uld be 
much bette r. Th e a rr ange ment of th e cl iches 
is as foll o\\·s: 

5 16 2 19 

I 3 q 18 

I 7 2 + 20 9 

2 1 10 I I + 

3 8 15 2 6 

6. Dull Orange f' er111ilio11- Among th e 
st amps o f th e late ve rmilion settings, th e re 
a re some th a t have s uch a poor appea rance 
tha t tl~ ey look like fa cs imil es . Nume rous de­
fects a re present n ~ t only in th e framelin es 
but also in th e c'esign. The surf ace of th e 
cliches have w o rn lo such a deg ree that th e 
fine lines an d do:r. ·n th e des ign often run 
into ea·:h o tl~ e r anJ give th e stamp a " w axy" 
a pp e ar a n~e. Tl: e col o r is not exactl y dull. 
but sim ply so in compa ri son to th e previous 
settings. 

1 t is q uite obvious th at th ese sta mps repre­
se:-i t t l:e lao t ;: e tting of th e 3 Ca nd a rin s, and 
pe rh aps tol!d th e dea th kn ell of th e wh ole 
First I ss ue. As lax as th e C hin ese pos t al 
offi cials m ay have been, I do not think th at 
th e poor appea rance of th ese st a mps co ul d 
have escaped th eir a ttention for long. From 
copi es with da ted cancell ation s, I beli eve th at 
th e printings took pl ace in la te 188 + and 
ea rl y 1885. 

1 have t r ied to obta in all th e copi es of thi s 
se ttin g tha t I poss ibly coul d, but strange ly 
have fo un d ve ry fe \\". Collec to rs m ay have 
disca rded th em on accou nt of th eir poo r ap­
pea ranee, o r else th ere a re simply not ma ny 
of th em. A fe \\· o f th e cliches can be pos i­
t ive ly id ent ifie d. but m any defy recogniti on as 
th e impress ions a re ve ry indistinct and th e 
m a rkings a re eith e r ind efinite or absent. Th e 
fo ll owing cliches a re typ ical : 
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Cliche 4: The semi-circle and the adjacent 
frameline appear very weak. The left figure 
"3" appears slightly deformed and does not 
show any white spaces. The top frameline is 
defective, especially in the region of the "dip". 
The bottom frameline also shows slight defects . 

Cliche 9 : The short left vertical stroke of the 
first " N" in " CANDARINS" which is charac­
teristic of this cliche in all previous settings, is 
now not apparen t , as the righ t leg is also 
shortened at the bo ttom, so the whole letter 

" N" is smaller . 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, N
Cliche 18 : The top frame I ine is very defective 
being broken at the left and over " C" and 
" A" of "CH INA" . The lower portion of the 
right outer frameline is very weak, and the left 
outer frameline is weak throughou t . The right 
figure "3" is broken and the loop is very 

defective. 

Cliche 26 : Breaks occur in several places, ( 1) 
the base of the left figure "3". ( 2) the left 
outer frameline in two places near the bottom, 
( 3) the righ t leg of the cha racter "dah" , and 

( 4) the lower right corner of the design. 
O. 5 253 
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Sum·mary 

l\IIos t of my theories of the First I ssue a r e 
based on th e study of the three Candarins. 
Th e 1 and 5 Candarins merely support some 
of th e findings in the 3 Cand a rins . Most of 
th e controversy over this issue is du e to the 
neglec t of the other two denominations. 
The question of " recutting," for instance, in­
volves only the 3 Candarins, as I doubt that 
anyone would think that there is even a sug­
ges tion of recutting in the I Candarin and 5 
Candarins. 

Recutting is a ve ry complicated process and 
I have doubts th a t at any time, the Chinese 
were familiar with this process ; or even if 
they we re familiar with it, they would have 
gone through all the trouble. To th e Ori­
ental w ay of thinking, in ma tte rs of utility 
as in this case with a post age stamp, artistic 
perfection plays a very minor role, if any. 
A 3 Candarins s t amp has a face value of 3 
Ca nd a rins, whether th e cliche shows broken 
framelines or not. If a rtistic perfection was 
of importance, th e First I ssues would have 
been disca rded long before 1885. 

Some cliches r equ ire expl an ation for th e 
many changes. Cliche 18 is a good example. 
This shows th e alte rn ate appearance and 
disappearance and of th e break in the top 
frameline on th e left. However , thi s is not 
a " recut" or a " repair ," but th e results of 
th e caking of ink and th e cleaning. The 
frameline is th ere all th e tim e but ve ry weak 
and low in rel a tion to th e s u dace of the 
other portion of this cliche. Note th at in 
th e se ttings on which the breaks occur (pale 
reddish brown and bright orange vermilion), 
the cliches have been cl eaned ; and th e se t ­
tings in which the breaks do not appea r (deep 
brownish red and orange vermilion), th e 
cliches have not been cle aned. Also, in spite 
of th e apparent absence of th e break , th e 
frameline is still defective in a ppearance, and 
more of the frameline is involved in succeed­
ing se ttings. 

The semi-circle variety of cliche + is not 
The China Stamp Society has requested repri
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a " rec ut " although it may be considered as 
som e type of repa ir. And finally , th e newly 
discovered cliche 26 has di sproved the th eory 
o f recutting cliche 7. In my opinion , the 
id ea of recutting was simply an escape-th e 
mean s of id entifying some of the cliches which 
were pu zzling. If the m arkings of every 
cliche and their variations a re understood , I 
think th a t the th eo ry of "recutting" will be 
di sca rd ed. 

The re is no question as to what consti tutes 
the Ii rs t and the las t se ttings of th e 3 Can­
da rins. In the first sett in g, th e absence of 
m a rkings in m any of th e cliches h ave been 
pointed out. In th e last se ttings. th e many 
ad dition al m a rkings, defects , indistinct im­
pressions and ge neral signs of " ·ear and tear 
a re obvious. If this be tru e, th en th e se t­
tings between th e first and th e last must of 
necess ity show a g rad ual process of changes. 
In th e first five se ttings of which we h ave 
definite knowl edge of the plating, this has 
been ii I ustra ted. Then, in the opaque-paper 
settings of which we know very little the 
same situ a tion mu st ex is t . And as steadi ly 
as a river flow s into th e ocean, l think th at 
I h ave traced th e se ttin gs of th e 3 Cand ar ins 
by an analysis of the component cliches, show­
in g ( 1) that fl aws already present have be­
come more exaggerated , (2) mo re fl a\\·s h ave 
developed in th e same cliches, (3) new fl aws 
develop in other cliches, and ( +) the im­
pressions show ever increasing signs of " ·ear 
and tear. 

Starr and Gilbert es tim ated that th ere are 
19 se ttings of th e 3 Candarins. lVIy estimate 
is onl y 11 se ttings, w hich is much less than 
th a t of my eminent predecessors. The ques­
ti on involves th e opaque-paper se ttings , as it 
is quite definite th at five se ttings cove r the 
thin-paper and th e wide-margin. On th e 
basis of six opaque-paper gro ups, I have 
es timated a like numbe r of se ttings. It is 
ve ry possible that mo re th an one se tting may 
come from any of th ese six groups, but as I 
have st a ted before, th e final proof still li es 
in th e exa min a tion of shee ts and multipl es. 
nts o f thi s article to mail to its members. 
ers of The China Stamp Society . 
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TRA NSLATIONS FROM 

KOHL'S HANDBOOK 
COSTA RICA 

By DR. HERBERT MUNK 

Translated by JAMES A. QUIGLEY and the late FRITZ DREYFUSS 

Annotated by H. D. MITCHELL and JAMES A. QUIGLEY 

Prefatory Note by the Annotators 
The reader shou ld bear in mind that in 
\\"riting this sectio n of Kohl , Dr. Munk was 
dealing with a co untry which lay far outside 
the sphere of his personal interes t . This 
article is, therefore, a comp il ation of material 
from the philatelic press assembled and pre­
sented without the c ritical appraisal which 
" ·ou ld be possible only to one with a more or 
less intimate acqu aintance with the stamps 
themselves. Whil e all credit is due to Dr. 
1\II unk for a great deal of delving in the files 
of old periodicals and a tedious sea rch 
th rough contemporaneous ne\\" issue notes, it 
is unfortunately tru e that, in employ ing th ese 
sou rces. he accepted and recorded much 
,,·hich \\"as inaccurate. Furthermore, in the 
quarter century which has elapsed since the 
a rticl e ,,·as \\"ritten , considerable serious work 
has been done on the country , notably that 
of R . J. Mechio on the first issue. 

In preparing this a rticl e for the press , the 
problem arose as to how best to present cor­
rect data or later findings. For various rea­
sons it \\"as desired to present an intact tr ans­
lation so th at edi ting or co rrecting the text 
itself w as undesirable. Footnotes, excep t for 
very brief items, w e re also consid ered und e­
sirable. It was finally decided th at the best 
\\·ay to place before the reader information 
not contained in th e origi nal wou ld be to 
insert it into the text in separate paragraphs 
enclosed in brackets thus "[ ]." Each of 
these paragraphs is preceded by the word 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxxr, N
"Co111111P11t" and closed with the phrase "End 
of Comment." It should be understood that 
in all cases where such designations appea r 
the interpola tion has been suppli ed by th e 
annot ators. 

Although in so me cases the co mments 
" ·hich " ·e have supplied a re frankly based 
on our O\\·n experie nce and opinion, for th e 
most part ,,-e have relied on official sources 
or the \\"ork of generally accepted students. 
The principal officia l sources are the au thor­
izing decrees \\"hich are to be found either 
in the C 11 mulnti1•e Laws and D ecr ees of 
Cost a Rica or in the official daily journal, 
La Gnatn. Despite fairly ex ten sive research 
on ou r part, not only in th e official papers 
hut in philatelic sources, no pretense is m ade 
that the commentary is complete. To cite 
only one example , th ere is no official docu­
mentation known on th e provi sional s of 1881-
82 nor has any worthwhile research on the 
stamps themselves been published to date. 
Comment on that iss ue, has. th erefore, been 
almost enti rely omitted . 

It was believed that in general no pu r­
pose would be se rved by including Kohl 's 
prices based as they were on an obsolete cur­
rency. Exceptions have been made, however, 
where to remove the prices would destroy the 
sense of Kohl 's tabul ar form of present at ion , 
a~ in th e case of certain official stamps, or 
where, as in the case of th e 1907 issue , they 
we re valuable as an indic ation of relative 
sea rcity between varieties. 
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K OHL HA NDBOOK-COSTA RT CA 
Fi nall y, th e annotaters wish to acknowl­
ed ge th eir ind ebtedn ess to th e P an American 
U ni on for making its libr a ry freel y ava il ­
abl e to th em and to th e head of th e U ni on's 
Phil ate lic Division , Mr. Albert Kunze for his 
m any co urtesies . W e a re also ind ebted to 
Dr. Irene Huber, Professor of Germ an at 
T exas C hri sti an U niversity for a c ritical 
rea ding of the translat ion. 

Preface 

Author: Dr. Munk. Bibliography: Stud­
ents have occupied th emselves ve ry little w ith 
Cos t a Rica beca use of th e ci rcum stances de­
sc ribed below. J. R . M. Albrecht gave a 
summ a ry in " Phil ate lic R eco rd ," 1905, pages 
66 and 9 1, without him self t aking a st and 
on th e debatab le points. Our work , th ere­
fo re, is based onl y on th e old e r st amp 
journ als, of w hich, in th ose ea rly days, only 
th e " Phil a telic R ecord" and " L e Tim­
bre P as te" were of importance. Also th e 
work of Joris in " th e Grosser H andbuch der 
Phil a teli e" is of importance in deali ng with 
the provi sion al iss ues of 1889. C h ronicle of 
th e various e rrors was made by " th e Ameri­
can J ou rn al of Phil ately" but even th ere it 
becomes di ffi cult to diffe rentiate between such 
as \\·e re created ou t of necessi ty and such 
as w e re specul ative. 

Costa Rica - Central America 

1 P eso - 8 re al es - 100 centavos; by law of 
April 17 , 1900, gold stand a rd ; 1 colon - 100 
centimos. 

Join ed U niversal Postal U ni on, J an. r , 
1883. 

For a co rrect underst anding of th e stamps 
of Cost a Rica and th eir valu e th e fo ll owi ng 
basic remarks are necessa ry. The gove rn ­
ment of Cost a Rica diffe red from its neigh­
boring Central American republics in th at 
a round the yea r 1890 it with stood th e temp­
tation to enter into a contr ac t with th e firm 
of Seebeck by w hich , for th e price of free 
delivery of st amps, it w ould have lost th e 
right to determine th e quantity of each issue 
to be printed , as well as losing all rights to 
th e printing pl a tes. Notwithstanding con­
tra ry announcements made in the trade press, 
THE CO
th e posta l authorities of Costa Rica men­
tioned thi s emph at ica ll y at that tim e and 
with considerable pride. Howeve r its gov­
ernm ent has of ten stooped to means which 
shook co llectors' faith in th e valu e of Cost a 
Rican stamps, and for a long tim e it remained 
imposs ibl e to a rrive at a co rrect s tand a rd of 
valu es. The value to co ll ectors of th e sca rce 
iss ues of 1863 to 1882, \\·hich fou nd little 
regular use, decreased consid e r ab ly because 
th e purchase r of th ese issues. J. J . Ross, th e 
Ne,,. York dea le r, was au thorized by the 
Cos t a Rica n Treasury D epa rtment ( not by 
th e Post al Authoriti es, it mu st be said to 
th ei r c red it ) to ove rpri nt th ese stamps, not 
only in th e exac t mann e r in which it \\·as done 
in Cos ta Rica itself, but also ,,·ith fict iti ous, 
fa ntas tic surcha rges. In add ition he, R oss, 
was suppli ed ,,·ith genuine back-da ted hand ­
st amps. H o,,·eve r, even th ough th ese fa lsi­
ficat ions ex ist in la rge lots, mass cancell ed 
as \\·ell as on fa lse cove rs etc., in most ca es it 
is possibl e for expe rts to d iffe renti ate be­
tween th e valu eless and the ge nuin e. On th e 
othe r hand , prices paid for th e iss ues of 190 1-
10, at leas t in cancell ed conditi on, have 
dropped almost to zero, as th e postal au­
thorities during, as well as a ft e r, this period, 
cancell ed th em in qu antiti es, first w ith th e 
hand st amps ac tu ally in use during th at 
period and later by mass cancell ations for 
release to th e trad e, so th at here a clear 
delin eati on at tim es becomes impossible. 
Wh ateve r po rtion s of th ese issues sti ll re­
main ed un so ld were lumped together with 
the cu rrent iss ues of 19 11 - 19 12 and were 
ca nce ll ed in th e sheet ,,·ith a narrO\\" live-ba r 
ca nce l and released to th e tr ade . W e have , 
th e refo re. complete ly omi tted pr ice quota­
tion s on ca ncell ed st amps of th ese pa rticu­
lar iss ues, but such affixed to genuin e cover~ 
on th e whol e dese rve r ath e r a better price 
th an un ca nce ll ed st amps. In contr as t to th e 
fo rego ing, th e gove rnment of Costa Rica it­
sel f cann ot he bl amed for th e back-d ated, 
valueless ca ncell ations on th e issue s of 1883-
1892. nor for iss uing th e "Coa t of Arms" 
se ries so soon a fte r th e " Bust" issue * of 
,,·hich, a t th at tim e, large quantities \\·e re 
still in stock, a meas ure which has been 
call ed specul ativ e. The r apid appea r ance of 

(*) Refers to the Soto portrait issue of 1889 . 
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the "Coa t of Arms" issue of 1892 af ter th e 
" Bust " issue ( 1889) had bee n in use only 
t\\·o yea rs m ay be explained by political mo­
ti\ es, namely, th e ave rsion of th e Catholic 
party, which cam e into powEr th en, for th e 
pic tu re of rhe Libe ral p rc~ident, Be rn ardo 
So to, whom it deposed. The faked cance l­
lations on th e " Bust" issue were privately 
arplied to r emaind ers which th e gove rnm ent 
auct ioned off in lots a t far below face value. 
For details see the discussions which will fol­
low af ter each issue. For obv ious reasons 
stamps of Cos ta Rica a re to be prefe rrec! 
\\hen affi xed to ac tu al letters, even though 
the p rice be highe r. 

( Commen t : The conclusion presented above 
tends to be misleading inasmuch as it im­
plies th a t Costa Rica n st amps saw little 
posta l use. In th e postm as ter general 's sec­
tion of th e an nu al repo rts to the congress of 
the :\I ini stry of Gove rnment. we hn<l th at 
the volume of mail, th ough rather sm a ll '.\hen 
stamps \\·e re first issued , showed a steady and 
substa nti al inc rease. The Yz real and 2 
rea l es. ,,·hich Dr. l\1 unk stigm atized as 
" R a rely used" were , during th e long life of 
the fi rst issue, used in the hundreds of th o u­
sa nds. while the two hi ghe r values ,,·ere used 
in th e tens of th ousa nd s. l\Iechin (op. ci t. 
infra) reckoned th at th e number of Yz real 
stamps sold for postal purposes was 3.055.-
000; of th e 2 rea l es , 355,000; and of th e + 
rea les and 1 peso. +1,000 and 2+,500 respect­
ive ly. Excep t for the provisiona ls of 1881-
82 , there is no paucity of ge nuin ely used 
st amps from the later issues in such denom i­
nations as ,,·e re primarily intended for posta l 
use. The hi gh denominations, 1 peso and up , 
of the issues of 1889- 1903 ,,·ere, of course , 
essen ti all y Telegraph st amps and so used. 
The alleged " m ass-ca ncell ati on" of sta mps 
mentioned in the text ,,·ill be discussed under 
the appropriate issues. End of comm ent.) 

The centra l office fo r issuing st amps in San 
Jose at first all owed a discount of 8 % wh en 
stamps w e re purchased in quantities of $15.00 

o r mo re (" lllust. Briefm. Z eit .," 1889, p. 
2 q ) and la te r (by a measu re introduced on 
Sept. q , 1889) a discount of 6 % . As th e 
province of Guanacaste, on account of its 
isolation. received in the same w ay a double 
discou nt of 15 ';10 and late r 25 %, th e st a mps 
fo r use there were provid ed ,\, ith th e over­
print " Gu anacas te" and w e re limited in use 
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to th at province in o rd er th at st amps pur­
chased a t thi s cheap rate might not be re­
sold at a profit or used from oth er provinces 
of Costa Rica . 

The issues of Cost a Rica , except as other­
wise noted , ,,·ere printed in sheets of JOO 
( 10 x IO) . 

(Commen t: In conn ection with th e fo llow­
ing text on th e first issue, th e reader is re­
ferred to "Cost a Rica, First P ost age St amps 
of 1863" by R . J. Mech in with Alex A. 
Cohen, in th e COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, 
Vol. XXVIJ , Nos . 2, 3 and + (April , July 
and October, 19+9 ). In prepa ring thi s ar ti­
cle, th e a uth ors had th e advantage of using 
both the files of th e American B ank rote 
Co. and th e gove rnm ent a rchives. Their 
fi ndings, w hich generally contr adic t th ose pre­
sen ted by Dr. lVIunk , mu st be accepted as 
authorit ative and, to all intents and purposes, 
definitive. This a rticl e will be referred to 
hereafter as "J\ I echin ." End of Comm ent.) 

1862, D ec. (or th e beginning of 1863) Mr. 
( with ou t outer frame line) Steel engravi ng 
and recess printing by the American B ank 
l'ote Co .. Ne,,· York , White paper, im­
pcrforate. 

I. Yz real , blue 
2. 2 rea les, red 

Ml 

1863, (April ), 186+ (J\1a rch ). :\11. As 
before, howeve r th e new va lu es, Nos. 5 and 
6 in squa re frames. Engraving and recess­
printing as before. P e rfor a ted 12. No . 3 
ha s brown gu m. 

3. Yz real , light bl ue (April 1863) 
(a) Impe rf. vertically 
( b ) Impe rf. horizontally 

3A. Yz real, blu e to dark blue 
+· 2 reales. red (April , 1863) 
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(a) Imperf. vertically 
( b ) Imperf . ho rizontally 

5. + reales , g reen ( M arch 1864) 
6. I peso, golden yellow (January 1864) 

(Comm ent: With rega rd to th e dates of 
iss ue cited above, l\llech in , op. cit. , found 
th at th e two lower valu es were shipped from 
New York on Februa ry 7, 1863. By consu lt­
ing contemporary shipp ing news to de te rmine 
th e vesse l in which th e stamps w ere shipped 
and ca lcul ating th e probable lapsed time over 
th e itinera ry then used (v ia P anama and 
Puntarenas), he conclud ed th at th e st amps 
we re de livered in Sa n Jose on th e 11th o r 
12th of M a rch. This would place th e date 
of issue a month ea rli er th an th at given in 
th e tex t. A s to th e dates for th e + reales and 
1 peso, l\/Iech in proved th at th ese st amps 
w ere o rd e red, printed and shipped at th e same 
tim e. The shi ppi ng date a t Ne"· York \\·as 
November 2, 1863 so it is possib le th at both 
were placed in use as ea rl y as late December. 
Tn any case th ey mu st have been issued sim ul­
t aneo usly. l\/I echin was un abl e to find any 
record of shipment of any imperforate 
sheets of th e Y, and 2 reales. The gum on 
No. 3 may be found in either " ·hite o r bro\\·n. 
It is possib le th a t th e brown gum is du e to 
tropica l climate and agin g. E11d of Com-
111 e 11 I.) 

Th e Imperforate I ssue: Since onl y a very 
fe\\· unobjectionabl e used copies ( none on 
cove r ) of Nos. 1 and 2 are known , th ese 
two stamps a re considered to be in pa rt 
proofs or th e like, and , in part, mere varie­
t ies o f th e pe rfor ated st amps, Kos. 3 and 4. 
Moens, however, reported th e two imperfor­
ate st amps in " L e Timbre P os te" as early as 
1863 , page 6. L a ter on page 11 he reports 
th a t th e st amps h ad now appear ':! d perfor .1:ec! . 
He even ad ds, as later confirmed by oth e rs 
(see below ) , that the new pe rfora ted Y, real 
st amps differed from th e older imperforates 
in th e shaded portions in th a t th e former 
we re light blue whil e th e imperfor ates were 
deep blue . (This further indicates th at the 
light blue color of Ko. 3A was th e ea rliest of 
th e perforated stamps. ) Whil e Moem, on 
the bas is of good information received from 
Costa R ica, could revi se inco rrect chronicles, 
usually after a short time, in 1867 in " L e 
Timbre Paste," he again ex pressly poi nts out 
THE C
th a t the Y, real and 2 reales h ad firs t ap­
peared imperfo rate and only afterwa rd s per­
forated. l f, th erefo re, many catalogs and 
specia li sts ( including Albrecht, Joe. cit.) still 
adhere to the ide a th a t Nos. l and 2 are mere 
varieties of Nos. 1 and + essenti ally because 
th ey a re ve ry seld om see n used and not on 
cove r, o r beca use th ey co uld not imagine th at 
a printing firm like th e American Bank Note 
Co. ,,·ou ld delive r such unfinished sheets, in 

our opi nion such a conception is entirely un­
jus ti fied . The fact th at onl y very occasional 
copies of th e stamps of a dis t ant cou ntry, 
which iss ue had been curren t onl y a few 
month s, have remained in ex istence, is ce r­
tainly not uncorrelated , and it is eve n proba­
ble th at such a firs t issue , particularly if 
and beca use it \\·as supp li ed imperforate, w as 
shipped in as sma ll a number of sheets as 
would mee t th e most immed ia te require­
ments. Presumably th e st amp s \\·ere to h 
issued as ea rl y as the beginning of 1863 , 
si multan eo usly " ·ith th ose of the ne ighbor­
inp: state of :'\icaragua, and in order to meet 
the time limit, had to be delivered imper­
fora te. Alternative ly, th e linear perforating 
machi ne, gauge 12, of th e Ne" · York firm 
w as in const ant use from th e end of I 862 to 
th e beginning of 1863 fo r th e simultaneous 
de live ry of st amps to Canada, · ova Scotia , 
N ica ragua and othe r cou ntries. a ll bei ng en­
g r aved iss ues for which onl y the linear 
perforators cou ld be used. In either case 
the imperforate de livery \\·ou ld. as it were, 
represe nt a tempo rary or provisional issue, 
the su pply of which was probably limited w 
the number of sheets most necessary. 

In our opi ni on , only the no tice in the 
"S t amp Coll ecto rs VI agazi ne" of April 1, 
1863, page +5· can have any act ual we ight 
as an argument against "'\Ioens. In it th e 
au th o r repor ts th at he received imperforate 
proofs fro m Cost a Rica, Y, real in blue and 
g ree n and 2 reales in sca rl et and th at it had 
been repor ted to him th a t th e color would 
be de term in ed only a month late r. 

(Comm ent: The colo rs of th e Y, real and 
2 rea l es were al ready determined prior to 
the postal reform act of September, 1862 in 
which it is specifically directed th a t th e Y, 
rea l st amp shall be in blue and th e 2 reales 
in red . End of co mm ent.) 
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But may we not be dealin g he re with 
a co nclu sion drawn subsequently on the bas is 
of th ose imperforate emissions of different 
Cl• lors? Might it not be that emi ssions of a 
new iss ue were rece ived , hitherto unknown 
and in differ ent colors, from which it was 
merely concluded th a t th e colo rs h ad not ye t 
been decid ed on and th a t, •herefo1e , th e 
st amps had not been issued? W e are so 
co mpl etely convinced of th e correctness of 
M oen's sta tement th a t we sea rched through 
subsequent volumes of th e "S t amp Collectors 
'.VT agaz ine" for la te r supplement a ry notes or 
correc tions to th e previous note and in the 
volume fo r 1867 we ac tu all y found a pape r 
hy 0. T aylor in which it was lite r ally stated 
th at a few firs t shee ts w ere issued imper­
fora te and th at th e issuance of perforated 
shee ts follo,ved only a month later. Here, 
too, reference is made to th e lighter blue of 
th e 0 real stamps. On th e other hand , the 
sma ll difference between Moens ( D ec. 1862) 
and Taylor ( beginning of 1863) in respect to 
the date of issue proves th at both drew from 
different sou rces . Accordingly all that can 
appea r doubtful is wh eth e r th e imperfora te 
st amps were iss ued as ea rly as 1862 (lVIoens) 
or onl y at th e beginning of 1863 (Taylor ). 
Jn any case, th ey were placed in circulation 
before th e perfora ted st amps . Imperfor a te 
stamps in co lors differing from th e originals, 
i.e., the 0 rea l 111 green. a re, howeve r, 
proofs. 

The plates (of 100 exa mpl es each ) \\·ere 
all appa rently made from th e same die which , 
in produci ng the firs t two values (0 rea l 
and 2 rea les) did not have th e outsid e frame­
line. H ow ever, on th e values ,,·hich were 
issued in 1 86+, Nos. 5 and 6 ( th e + real es 
and 1 peso values) th e o rigi nal die , o r two 
ne,,· workin g dies, w ere given a mo re finished 
appearance by th e add ition of a fr ame lin e 
arou nd th e entire design. Albrecht found on 
th e .Y~ rea l and + reales th at a small dot 
appeared on each value in a definite pl ace on 
th e outer border of the st amp and presumed 
them to be sec r et marks. Howeve r, an ex­
amination of several entire shee ts of No. 4 
revealed that this dot appears on all stamps 
in relatively the same position ( left lower 
part of th e stamp) but not always a t exactly 
th e sa me pl ace so that th ey a re probably 
guid e dots on the printing pl ate such as a re 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxxr, N
known on other products of the New York 
company. (Compare, for example, Canada). 
The imprint of the comp any in small capi­
t als appea rs twice on all four margins of th e 
sheet in the pe rforated selvage. The let­
ters of th e imprints on the borders a re a r­
ranged with th e foot of the lette ring out­
,,·ard so that th e printing in relation to th e 
plate stand s upsid e down. 

(Co111111e 11t : Albrecht, in th e a rticle re­
ferred to , recognized and illustrated the 
guid e dots on all of th e three lower values, 
omitting a description of th a t on the r peso 
beca use of the difficulty of di sce rning it clear­
ly on acco unt of th e color of the stamp. Th at 
on th e 2 reales appea rs a t th e extreme lower 
left co rn e r , th at on th e + reales beneath th e 
fra me line below th e letter "U" of "Cu arto ," 
whil e th e guid e dot on the 1 peso , ,,·hen di s­
cc: rnible , appears in th e sa me position as that 
on th e 2 rea les. The dot on th e 0 real ap­
pea rs in th e uppe r frame just above th e " R " 
of " Porte" but only on stamps from plate I. 
Even he re it is not const ant since th e re are 
no dots in th e st amps from th e fi rst left 
vertical row. So far as we can discover, 
there a re no guide dots in th e second plate of 
th e 0 real. End of co 1111n e11t.) 

Th e perfo rati on errors of No . 3 and 4 
had al ready been partially repo rted in " L e 
Timbre P ost " in 1867. There is , therefore, 
no doubt th at th ey originatP<l during th e 
ea rlies t period of use. Th e part-perforated 
pai rs and blocks of i\'o. 3 seen in th.: t rad ~ , 

a re. acco rding to Albrecht , all from a hori­
zont ally imperforate shee t " ·hiri1 was S(•ld :it 
auc tion in L ond on in l\Iay 1870 for £20 and 
subsequ ently broken up. Tn add ition to 
double perfo r ations on No. 3, th e re a re also 
numerous other perforation varieties, es­
pecially double perforations nea r th e edge of 
th e shee t. On an unbroken shee t of No. +. 
for example, th e horizont al perfo rat ions go 
th rough th e middle of th e st amp ; on other 
la rge blocks of No. + from the bottom of 
th e shee t th e ho rizontal perforations were se t 
nea rl y a stamp 's length too low so that be­
tween th e lower edge of th e stamp and th e 
lower line of perforations th ere w as a broad , 
bl ank unprinted space. Fin all y, stamps have 
heen see n with diagonal perforation s. 

Examples of -o. 3 have been noted ,,·he re , 
due to long use of the plate and the resu lting 
w ea r, th e horizontal lines of shading a re 
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totally miss in g. According to Albrecht such 
s t amps sho uld a lso be found imperfora te. 
One specia l item mentioned by Albrecht, No. 
3 with a sharp ve rtical lin e through the de­
sign of the stamp, should come from th e up­
pe r lef t corner of th e shee t . l\Iater ia l in ou r 
possess ion indica tes th a t th e Aaw s t a rted in 
th'O upper margin above th e top row and 
gradu all y ex tend ed down into th e second row . 

( Com111e11/: Th e refe rence to a A awed 
plate is to th e la rge c r ack which occ urred in 
Pl a te T ,,·hen se nt to press in 1875. It 
eventu a ll y ex ten ded do,,·n,,·ard into the third 
s t amp in th e first lef t ver tical row, i. e. No. 
21. Wh en this occurred, Pl a te II \\" as h as ti ­
ly m ade and sent to press ,,·ithout hein g 
properly ann ealed with th e res ult ~hat it 
wore very rapidly. The st amps descrihed as 
h av ing th e hori zontal shad ing missing a re 
from this pl a te. A lbrecht is mi squ oted above 
in being rep resented as say ing th a t th e worn 
pla te s tamps should be found imp e rfora te. 
He did say th a t impe rforates shoul d be 
found from th e " Aawed pla te." It is ex­
tremely doubtful th a t imperforates ex is t from 
ei th er the first plate af te r the c rack occurred 
o r th e second. worn, plate. All copies which 
w e have seen of th e la tter w e re obviously 
trimmed copies of th e pe rfo ra ted s t amp . Tt 
is rath e r a maz ing to no te th at th e exis tence 
of two plates for th e Yz real w as not dis­
cove red until fifty years afte r its iss ue, when 
H. H. H a rl and es t ab li shed th e fact through 
the study of an accumul a tion of th e s t amps. 
H e mod es tly titl ed th e a rticl es in n·hich he 
m ade th e ann ou nce ment "Cost a R ica-A 
Minor Plate Study" ("The P os tage Stamp," 
.July TO, 19 15, reprinted in th e "Amer ica n 
Phil a teli st ," Vol. XXVIII , No. 15, Aug. r5 , 
r9 15). E11rl of commen t.) 

~tamps of type Mr in th e denomination of 
r peso, bro\\"n , poo rly printed. a re frauds 
described by " Le Timbre P os te" as ea rly as 
187.J.. On th e other h and , fr a ud s w hich ap­
peared in th e ma rk et in 1863 a t th e same 
tim e as th e ac tu a l st amps of type Mr, were 
the two centavos, pink, and a five centavos , 
green, (already in decimal currency!). The 
design shon·ed a n eagle with sp read wings 
over th e coat-of-arms of Cost a Rica. 

(Co mment: The denomination of th e fake 
mentioned above should be 1 real, not r peso. 
F a r from being poo rly printed , it is steel 
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engr aved and , ,,·ith cas ual in spec tion , dan­
gero us. It h as been w ell described by Earee 
in A lbum l/ "ceds, a mong o th er pl aces, but it 
neve rth eless continues to be off ered at auc­
tion as an " essay" or "prepa red but unis­
sued" s tamp. l 1 is comple !ely bogus. The 
more prevalent fa kes of th e first issue, " ·hich 
Dr. l\ lunk fai ls to mention , are th e lith o­
graphed coun terfei ts , la rgely produced by the 
Spiro Brothe rs in H amburg. They shou ld 
foo l no one. End of co111111 e111.) 

1' os. 3 to 6 a re not too of ten seen used 
d uring the ac tu al tim e of issue but are rela­
tive ly plentiful mint, being kn o \\"n in com­
plete sheets. One part of th e prin t ing was 
used to make th e surch a rges of 1881-82. The 
remainders of the set ,,·e re as fo ll m ,·s: :\ o. 3, 
2.61- ,000; Ko . .J.. 385 ,000; l'\o. 5, 27,000*; 
No . 6 , 1 o , ·oo. These demonetized st amps 
we re so ld to th e sta mp dealer , .J. J. R oss, and 
used by him for bogus overprints, partly 
with ge nuine cance ls or ,,·o rse. (For detail s 
see fo re,,·ord and note af ter l'\o. 11.) Our 
prices are for au th entic cancell at ions duri ng 
the period of actual use. 

• cts. 
Al 

1881 (January or February) Provisional: 
Stamp l'\ o. 3 ,,·irh overprint type A1 in deci­
mal va lu e. Overprint co lor: red , red brown 
or pink. 

7. 2 c ts. on Yz rea l, blue 

• Cts. 
Th e st a mps used for No. 7 a re m os tly 

th ose ,,·hich l ack part or mos t of the ho ri ­
zonta l sh ading lin es a t th e top. J o ris (Gross. 

( * ) Mechin, op. cit., states that the number is 
27,500. H. D. i\l. 
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H a11rlb11c!t , p. +0 1) men tions st amps sur­
cha rged " 2 cts." with red pencil. A s for the 
ill ustrated type surcha rge on No. 3, it is 
supposed , acco rding to Stanley Gi bbons, to 
be an e rror, which was removed from th e 
pla te immedi ately. It is st ated th at this e r­
ro r ll" as discovered in a block of six whil e 
so rting through a la rge lot. If it is rea ll y 
a genuine surcharge , it \\" as neve r offic iall y 
issued. 

( Co111111ent: C ha rl es J. Phillips sta ted 
(" 19th Century St amps ,,·hich a re R a re r 
th an th e P ost Office :\rl auritius," S tamps, 
Feb. 25. 1933) th a t "A block of 25 of th e 
2 ct. on 0 rea l ,,·as fou nd in Gri ebert 's stock 
in 19 13. ix sta m ps in th e lo,,·e r lef t co rn e r 
had thi s surcha rge and I hav e not ye t hea rd 
th at any oth e rs h ave been discovered." It is 
,,·orth notin g th a t a block of 20 cont ai ning 
three copies of thi s variety ,,·as so ld at auc­
tion in thi s co untry in J anu a ry. 1952. R e­
mark ab ly enough, it w as written up and sold 
as th e no rm al block th e va ri ety not being dis­
cove red until examin ation by the ultim ate 
purchase r! l t is possible that thi s w as a 
par t of the block repo rted by Phill ips. End 
of ro111111t' 11/. ) 

ln add ition, " Phi lately" repo rted in 1883 
th e ao pea rance of th e 0 real blue st amp 
( with o r ll"ithout overprint type Ar ) with 
ve rtica l ove rprint in black " DOS CTS." 
This surcha rge w as said to have been di s­
tributed by th e office of th e U niversa l P ost al 
U nion and. as Co llin and Ca lm an mention. 
,,·as repo rted ly purchased at th e post office 
in Sa n J use in 1882 by a reli abl e New York 
coll ec tor. Acco rding to a letter of th e P ost­
mas ter Genera l of Au gust 7. 1883 which de­
scribed all stamps auth entically iss ued up to 
that t ime. such a st <l mp ,,·as neve r issut>d. 
The fact th a t thi s surcha rge ,,·as reported in 
1883 ,,·hen th e regul a r su rch a rges had been 
n·ithdran·n and th e purchaser of the remain ­
ders had already circu lated hi s fraudulent 
ove rprints leaves th e susp icion th at thi s item 
is a lso a fraudu lent specu la ti on. (See also 
belm,·.) 

1882 (Autumn) Add itional surcharges : 
Stamp :'..: o. 3 ,,·ith ne,,· valu e " 1 cto." in red, 
surcha rge A2 or A3 ( it alic). 

8., I . 1 cto. on 0 re al, blue , surcha rge A2 
8 .. If , 1 cto . on 0 real, blu e, surch arge A3 
THE CO LL ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOi.. XXX I, K
l 1 
cto. cto. 

A 2 A 3 

At th e ea rli es t , N o. 8 w as issued at the 
end of Sep tembe r, 1882 , only a short time 
before th e appea rance of the followin g 
U. P. U . stamps. This seems to be th e case 
beca use th e stamp w as firs t reported in th e 
" Phil atelic Reco rd" of D ece mber, 1882 (firs t 
rrpo rted in " L e Timbre Poste" in Febru­
ary, 1883) . Both types of surch a rge must 
have been placed in circula tion at about th ~ 

same t ime beca use " Phi la te lic Reco rd " r e­
:iorted type A 3 first , th en type A2 a few 
mo nth s la te r. On th e oth e r hand "Le Tim ­
bre Poste" revers es th e p raced u re noting 
type A2 fi rst and la te r reporting A3 in its 
7\ ew I ss ue C hronicl e. Moens state;; in hi , 
cc. talog th at type A3 is onl y a variet~ of A2. 
We have not been ab le to asce rta in th a t both 
types were present in th e sa me setting. Be­
ca use thi s stamp w as repl aced on J anu a ry 1, 
1883 * by th e defi nitive st amp No. 12 and 
"' ·as probab ly th en withdr awn from ci rcula ­
t ion, it is ev id ent th at this st amp w <1s used 
vn y littl e. Th ese surch a rges cannot but be 
r~ r e beca use among th e rem ainders sold to 
Ross (see below ) th e re were none of No. 7 
or :'\ o. 8. D ue to th e g rea t number of later 
forged surcha rges th e tru e rarity of thi s 
stamp has not been rea lized. 

A st amp simil ar to No. 7 and 8 in denomi­
nati on of 5 ct . with out U . P. U . was never 
offici all y iss ued but is a product of Ross . 

( Co111111 e11 t : Dr. Munk dr aws th e infe rence 
stated above from th e letter of Postm as ter 
Gene ra l Esca lante to th e Briti sh Consul in 
Sa n Jose which gave a resume of th e iss ues 
prior to th e entry of Cost a Rica into th e 
U. P. U. This lette r menti ons onl y th e 
1 cto. and 2 cto. su rcha rges . H o,,·ever, sev­
e ra l stude nts of long st andi ng, among them 
Alfredo iH oya and A. A . Cohen, a re rer t a in 
that th e 5 cto. st amp described above (Sco tt 's 
'J o. 12) ,,·as a legitim ate iss ue alth ough 
probably not pl aced in use. End of com­
men t. ) 
O. 5 
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5 
cts. 
U.P.U. 

10 
cts. 
U.P. U. 
A4-5-6 

20 
CTS 

U. P. U. 

-- ( :\ovember.) Additional surcharges in 
co nsequence of th e imp endin g entry into th e 
U niverrn l P ostal U nion : Stamps Nos. 3. + 
and S \\'ith surcha rge A+, As or A6. Sur­
cha rge on l\os. 9 and 11 is in red , on No. 
IO in black. (U. P. U.)-Union P os tal U ni­
ve rsa l ) 

9. S cts ( red) on )12 real , blue 
IO. IO cts (b lack) on 2 rea les, red 
I I . 20 cts ( red) on + real es, green 

Because th e following definitive sta mps 
went into circul at ion on J a nu ary 1,* 
sta mps l\ o. 9 , 1 o and I I. which a re desig­
na ted by th e Postm as te r General as a pro­
visional issue and which can be ass um ed to 
have been n·ithdra\\'n immed ia tely, \\·ere in 
ci rcul a ti on onl y about two month s. It was 
m enti oned in th e philatelic press of th at tim e 
th a t th ese st amps \\' e re not even in ci rcul a­
tion in the n·hol e cou ntry, onl y in San Jose. 
Th e firs t repo rt ( in " Phil atelic R eco rd " and 
" L e Timbre Poste") appea red abo ut one 
month late as is usuall y th e case with new 
iss ue chronicles. lt is likely th a t because of 
offic ia l m achin a tion s accomp anying th e sale 
of th e rem a ind e rs (see below ), this issue w as 
never declared obsolete or withdrawn. J oris 
states that th e period of use \\'as ovember 
and Deceml:er. The earliest report in the 
s t amp press ("Phil ate lic R ecord " ) res ulted 
fro m the receipt of letters beari ng these 
s tamps mailed from Sa n J ose, J anuary 18, 
1883. This fact is very important because of 
the existence of st amps later cancell ed \\'ith 
a back-dated cancel by R oss (see cut a t the 
e nd of th is sect ion ). It does not seem likely 
that he ,,·ould have picked a date for his can­
cell ation n ·hich n ·ou ld have bee n later than 
the actual pe riod of use especia\ly as th e can-

( * ) The dnte g-iven is e rroneou s. l t should be 
Jnnunr• 13th. H. D. ~I. 
THE CO
celling of the remainders took place only a 
fe \\' months after th e period of ac tu al use 
\\'hen eve rythin g would still be fresh in mem­
ory. The remainders of No . 9 comprised 
2800 sta mp s, of No. Jo, 9,000 st amps and 
nf I\ o. 1 I, +90 stamps. 

(Co111111 e11t: The statement that this issue 
\\'as prob ab ly never declared obsolete is er­
roneous. The decree placing in use th e de­
fi nitive issue stated that "letters \\'h ich are 
not frankeu with th e st amps of th e ' P ostal 
U nion' shall not be accepted." The 1887 
postal regulations after ou tlini n;:: ~ht> stamps 
th en cu rrent ( Sco tt 's 16, 17, 20, ~ 1 and 22) 
states th at postage stamps of old issues 
" have no value for franking cor respondence ." 
Eur/ of co111111 e11t.) 

These remainders and th e prev iously dis­
cussed remainders of the issue of I 863-6+ 
( ,,·ithout overp rint ) ,,·ere sold to the dealer 
Ross arou nd th e ea rl y sp ring of 1883 for th e 
su m of $3,300. According to J o ris, th e 
n ·ritten contr ac t bears th e date D ece mber 22 , 
I 883. It appea rs, th e refo re, th a t in con­
trast to th e back-dated cancellations, the co n­
trac t w as dated in adva nce. This see ms evi­
dent because th e fraudulent ~ urcharges for 
,,·hich some of th e rem aind e rs \\' ere used 
n ·e re already in circul a tion in th e sta mp 
trad e in April and lVIay, and were detected 
and exposed a few months later. (The let­
te r of Postmaster General Escalante expos­
ing th ese overprints as a fraudulently manu­
factured specu lation ,,·as dated August 7. 
I 883.) 

E ecause Ross found in th e lot of remain­
ders too small a quantity d tt1e surcharges 
and a g rea t quantity of th e unsurcharged 
sta mps, with the consent of the l\Iinister of 
fin :rnce. he caused the fo ll o\\'ing stamps to 
Le t)ve rpri nted: 

On I\ o. 3: 200 ,000 stamps ,,·ith red over­
print I ct., 2 ct. and 5 ct., partly \\'ith and 
par tl y ,,·ithout U. P. U. In addi tion. 9 ,200 
;; tamps \\'ith ove rprint 2 cts. a nd U. P. U . 
[ n addition, 150,000 stamps \\'ith red over­
nrint " Oficial. " this. too, with and n ·ithout 
U. P. U. The overpri nts of th e r, 2 and 
" ct. values ,,·ere produced together from 
ont> setti ng: 30 posit ions of th e 1 ct. ; 30 posi­
t ions of th e 2 ct., and +o positions of th e 5 ct. 

On No. +: 65.000 stamps n·ith black over­
print 1 o cts. and 20.000 stamps with black 
ove rpr int "Oficia l" (both ,,-ith and \\'ithout 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, NO. 5 
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U. P. U.) Severa l different types of digits 
are found in the se ttin g of this overprint. 

On :\ o. 5: 3,000 with red overprints, 20 
cts. or " Oficial" (this too " ·ith and without 
U. P. U.) 

On l'\ o. 6: 1,500 \\·ith black overprint 
"Oficia l" (pa rtl y with and \\·i thout U. P . U.) 

All other similar surcharges not mention ed 
by us in this ca t alog. but which are cata­
loged hy others. are among those m ade es­
pecially for R oss. To make these better 
suited for the market, a great part of th em 
\\·ere later back-dated \\"ith a ge nuine can­
cel. The illustration presented here is of 
the one most frequently used. 

M 2 

1883, January 1, I2. Definitive issue in 
consequence of joining the U nive rsa l P ostal 
U nion. ·Y-1 port rait of President Prospero 
Fernandez. Engraved and printed by th e 
American Bank J\ote Co. White paper. 
Perforated 12. 

12. IC, green 
13. 2C. carm in e 
q. 5c. blu e violet 
l - . lOC. golde n yellow 
16. .+OC , deep blue 

(Co111111 F11f: The correct date of issue for 
these stamps is Janu a ry 13, l 883 when they 
\\·ere placed in use under authority of De­
Cl'ee No. 17. The stamps co uld not possibly 
h<ive been available for issue on th e 1st as 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxxr, N
they \1·ere not shipped 
til December 12, 1882. 
foo tnote, p. 29 , pa rt 2. 

from New York un­
See l\llechin, op. cit., 
End of Comment.) 

For th e first time sta mps were prepared 
for th e province of Guanacaste with a special 
overprint (see sect ion on Guanacaste below). 
Speci mens of this issue with the overprint 
" '.\1ues tra " \\"ere chronicled as a r egu lar is­
sue by some cata logs but this error was 
quickly corrected. The st amps of thi s issue 
\\·ere demonetized September 20, I 889, th e 
date of issue of th e series of th at yea r. Ex­
change period for sta mps of the new issue 
exp ired October 3 1. 

M 3 

188.+ (Ea rly pa rt of the year.) M3. Pro­
vision al issue: Rev enue stamps with head of 
President Fernandez specially issued as post­
age sta mps \\"ithou t overprint. P e riod of use: 
l. Early part of 188.+. If. From end of 
:\larch to beginning of August and until 
September 20, 1889. 

17. 1 ct .. ca rmin e rose 
18. 2 ct. , blu e 

The use of both of these revenu e stamps 
for l and 2 centavos post age stamps was 
Ii rst re por ted in April , 1884, in the new is­
sue chronicl e of " Illu st. Briefm. Z eit. " They 
had, apparently, been iss ued sometime in 
F ebrua ry or l\/I arch. L ater on, about th e 
end of l\II arch, l 889, these t\1·0 revenue 
sta mps \\·ere aga in put in circ ul ati on as 
o rdin ary stamps. B ecause of th e issue of 
the 1 centavo st amp \\"ith overp rint A7 
(see below) at the beginning of August, th e 
further circulation of J\o. 17 was prohibited 
by decree of July 27th. On th e other hand , 
No. 18 was used until th e demonetization of 
all ea rlier stamps on September 20, 1889. 
O. 5 
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( Co111111ent: W e are un able to find any spe­
cific directive for demonetizing this revenu e 
s tamp or th e 5 ct. ( Ko. 21 , below ) as Dr. 
l\l unk suggests . Th e au th o riz a tion fo r th e 
revenues ove rprinted \\·ith the word "Co r­
reos. " Reso luti on !\ o. CCLXV I I of 27 Jul y 
1889. makes no mention of demonetizing any 
previous iss ues. This is undoubtedly th e 
sa me decree to \\·hich Dr. Munk has ref­
e rence. It should be pointed out that use 
of rev enu e st amps for post age was expressly 
forbidden by th e post al regulation s and th a t 
formal demon etization (as postage stamps) 
would , th erefo re, be unn ecessa ry. End of 
Co111111en t. ) 

M 4 

1887 (Ea rly par t of th e yea r) M+. New 
definitive iss ue. Ce nte r, bust of President 
Bernardo Soto; frame as previous issue. 
Engraved and printed by th e American B ank 
]\ate Co. Perforated 12. 

19. 5 ct., blue violet 
20. JO ct., gold en ye llow 

D emon eti za tion and exchan ge period th e 
sa me as for !\ os. 12- 16. With refe rence to 
th ese stamps with overprint "G uan acas te" 
see section under th at titl e. 

M 5 

1889 (E nd of M a rch ) l\15. P rovisional I s­
sue. Reve nue sta mp \\·ith he ad of Preside nt 
Soto. Engraved and pri nted by th e Am eri -
THE CO
ca n Bank !'\ a te Co. I ssued \\·ithout over­
print fo r use as a postage st amp. 

21. 5 ct. , red b ro11·n 

Th ese 5 ct. provi sion als were issued some­
tim e nea r th e end of l\ifarch o r th e beginning 
of Apri l a t the sa me tim e as Nos. 17 and I 8 
( ,~ · hi ch see) . Just as l\o. 17, No. 21 \\·as 
demonetized a t th e beginning of August upon 
th e appearance of th e su rcharged stamp \\·ith 
A7 , No. 23 ( " ·hich see) . It is sa id th at 
du ring th e period of use only 8,ooo of these 
revenu e st amps 11·e re used as postage 
sramps. The 10 ct. revenue st amp in blu e. 
type !\!l 5, 11·as never used as a postage stamp 
either a t thi s time or later. ( " Illustr. Briefm . 
Z eit .," 1889, p. 323). The a ttempted use of 
the 1 o ct. revenu es as postage st amps ca used 
th e Postm as te r General to iss ue immedi ate 
instruction s forbidding such use. 

(Co 111111 e11/: With rega rd to the demoneti ­
za tion of th e 5 ct. revenue for postal use 
please see th e comment a fte r No. 18 w hich 
also appli es here. Despite th e fact that th e 
10 ct . w as not permitted to be used postally 
\\·e have seen copies which were undoubtedly 
ca ncell ed postally. End of co111111e11 t. ) 

CORREOS 

A 7 

1889 ( Beginning of August) Provi sional 
stamp l\ o. 17 ( Revenu e st amp 11·ith head of 
Fe rn and ez) and provisional stamp No. 21 
( Revenue st amp " ·ith head of Soto) over­
pr inted 11·ith black su rcharge type A7 for 
use as postage stamps. 

22. 1 ct., ca rmin e rose 
(a) surcharge inverted 
( b ) su rcha rge vertical 

23. ~ ct. , red brown 
(a) su rcharge inve rted 
( h ) surcha rge vertical 

Prepa red but not iss ued: 

2 ct., blue 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxxr , NO. 5 
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This issue was a uthorized by decree of 
July 27th. Contrary to other reports, ac­
cordi ng to th e usua lly well -informed " Illustr. 
Briefm. Z ei t. ," 2 ct. and 1 o ct. revenue 
stamps overpri nted w ith type A7 were never 
issued. (This despite th e fact th at both 
values with ge nuin e su rcharge appa rently ex­
ist.) The 2 ct. was used as postage only 
wit hout th e surcharge A1. The 10 ct. was 
never used as a postage stamp, with or ,,·ith­
out surcharge. Because of the short period 
of usage , the number of l\ o. 23 issued was 
onl y 10,000 cop ies as comp a red with 8,ooo 
of i\ o. 21. The stock not used w as la ter 
sold to the stamp trade. 

The print ing error, surcha rge vertical , is 
fou nd reading up or down. (Same price.) 

Just as \\'ere the previous prov isionals, 
]'\ os. 22 and 23 \\'ere retired from use on 
September 20. 1889. 

(Comm ent : It is noteworth y that Kohl , in 
li sting the above surcha rge va rieties, prices 
th e sub-varieties of th e 5 ct. and leaves th e 
1 ct. unpriced. We have never seen th e in­
ver ted or ve rtical ove rprints on the 5 ct. but 
on ly on the 1 ct. and find th a t only Yvert, 
out of five cata logs co nsulted, men tions th em 
\\'ithout pricing the varieties on either value. 
We doubt very much that th e inverted and 
ver tica l overp rints ex ist as genuine on th e 
5 ct. As fo r th e 2 ct. and 1 o ct. revenues 
with th is overprint, leadi ng special is ts (Cohen 
et al. ) have repeatedly asse rted th at they 
have neve r seen th ese st amps with genuine 
overpri nts. End of comm ent.) 

M 6 

1889 (Sept . 20; No. 33 , O ct. 9) l\116. 
Definitive issue wi th bust of President Soto 
for post al and teleg raph use. Eng raving and 
prin ting by th e American Bank Note Co.* 
A ll valu es have diffe rent fr ames. The inter-

(* ) Erroneous. The stamps were printed by Water­
low of London. H. D. M. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATE LIST , VOL. XXXI, 
twin ed initi als "U P U" stand for "Union 
Postal U niversal." Perforated q , 15 (Also 
q x r 5 and 1 5 x q. ) 

2+. 1 ct. , se pi a brown 
(a) Imperf. ver tically 

25 . 2c ct., blue g reen 
(a) r mperf. vertically 
(b) Imperf. horizontally 
(c) Di agonal half used as I ct . 

26. 5 ct., o r ange 
(a) gold en yell ow 
(b) Imperf. horizontally 

27. 10 ct. , red brown 
(a) Imperf. horizontally 

28. 20 ct., g ree n 
(a) Imperf. horizonta lly 

29. 50 ct ., carmine rose 

30. l P ., ultr ama rin e, pale blue 
(a) Blue - deep blu e 

31. 2 P. , dark vio let 
(a) purple 

32. 5 P ., olive green 
33. 10 P ., black (Oc tober 9) 

(Comm ent: The cor rec t da te of issue for 
th e JO peso value is October 8th . In addi­
tion to th e gauges of perforation mentioned, 
thi s issue also comes in Y, ga uges of 14 and 
I 5, both simp le and co mpound. The fo llow­
ing part-perforate va ri eties are known in ad­
di tion to those listed : l ct. , in ver tical pair, 
imperf. between ; 20 ct ., in ho rizontal pair, 
imperf. between a11d it i ~ likely th a t th e re 
are others which have not been reported. 
The 2 peso also co mes in shades of slate 
and all valu es come in min or shades of the 
listed colo rs. End of comment.) 

In regard to No. 33, th e black color at 
firs t ca used some doubts as to its st atus, but 
thi s highes t value was iss ued late r th an the 
oth er valu es, being authorized by decree of 
October 9th . For a study of the types and 
colors of this issue see " Phil atelic J ourn al of 
Indi a," 1910, pp. 268-69. The per fo ration 
erro rs (without vertical o r horizont al per­
fc ra tions) are kn own both as regular im­
pe rfor atr between pairs and as only partly 
perfora ted on one sid e. An entire shee t of 
No. 25 wi thout perforations was reported by 
"Am erican J ourn al of Phil ately," 1893, p. 
587. A sheet of No. 26 without perfora­
tions w as reported by "American J ourn al of 
Phil a tely," 1890, p. 396 and by "Gibbons 
O. 5 
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Journ al," l\1arch, 1895. No. 25 was used 
diagonally bisected from San Jose in March , 
I 895, but there was probably no actu al need 
for such usage . The bi sects are found both 
cut and perforated. 

(Comment: In add ition to th e 5 and JO ct. 
valu es, th e 1 ct . also ex ists completely im­
perfo rate. The date of use of th e bi sected 
2 ct. must be in error because in 1895 thi s 
issue had been obsolete for three years and 
no stock of unused st amps remained on h and . 
In any case th e use of bisected st amps was 
illega l hav ing been prohibited as early as De­
cembe r 4, 1883. End of co mment.) 

After th e appearance of th e followin g is­
sue in th e spring of 1892, th e whole lot of 
remainders of Nos. 2+ - 33, as well as the 
266 THE C
offi cials and th e Guanacaste overprints, by 
decree of July 23, 1892 was put up for auc­
tion with a rese rve of $2,500. The lot was 
sold to T . Castro and Co., San Jose, for 
$5,000.* The qu antities of the remainders 
we re publi shed in "mustr. Briefm. Z ei tung," 
1893, p. 93, and th e " Phil atelist, " 1893 , p. 
143. The small quantities of official and 
Guanacas te su rcha rges a re to be noted es­
pecially. The following quantities of th e 
peso valu es we re put up at auction : No. 30, 
87 ,786 ; No. 31, q ,836; No. 32, 3,616 and 
No. 33, 1,330. 

Th e remainders, which sold fo r less th an 
face value, circul a te in th e market in large 
numbers oblite r ated with th e fa ke cancel­
la tions shown below : 
II ID IV 
Again on November 21, 189+, throu gh th e 
T eleg raph Ministry, 475 ,758 st amps of all 
denominations removed from cableg rams and 
tel egraph forms (oblite r ated w ith large oval 
cancel in vio let anilin e ink ) were put up for 
auction with a rese rve of $1 ,250. Accur ate 
figures of th e values in this lot are given in 
" Illustr. Briefm. Zeit.," 1895, p. 22. (For 
Guan acas te see that section.) Finally in 
June 1899, the Post Office D epa rtment mad e 
an offe ring comprising used st amps of all de­
nomin ations but mainly th e 5, 10 and 20 
centavos values. (Accu rate figure s are given 
in " Illustr. Briefm. Zeit~ , " 1889, p. 183.) Our 
prices a re for postally used copies. 

1892 , ( March) M1-10. (Coat of Arms 
motif with each value in a different design.) 
Engraved and recess-printed by Waterlow 
and Sons, Ltd., London. White paper, peso 
values on colored paper ; perforated q and 

I 5· 

* The re serve wa s 111 Costa Rica n pesos. The 
purchase price w as in American gold . H. D . M . 
OLLE
M?-8-9 - 10 
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34. J ct., blue green 
(a) Imperf. ve rtically 

35 . 2 ct. , golden ye llow 
36. 5 ct ., violet 

(a) red violet 
(b ) r mperf. ho rizontally 

37 1 o ct. , g ree n 
(a) Imperf . ve rtically 

38. 20 ct., cinn abar 
39. 50 ct ., g rey blue 
+o. I P .. olive g reen on yellow 
+1. 2 P. , red on g rey paper 

(b ) red on g rey lil ac paper 
.j.2. S P ., dark blue on blue lil ac 

+3· 10 P .. red brown on grey 
( b ) red brown on yell ow 

( Co111111 r 11 t : The month of iss ue given is 
erroneo us. T he dec ree auth oriz ing this issue 
(No. 11 9 ) 1rn s dated Ap ril 23, 1892 and 
specifica ll y set M ay 1 as the da te on which 
it 11·ou ld be placed in use. Th e perforations 
on thi s issue va ry th ro ugh a wi de r ange from 
12 }-~ to 15 Y, and occ ur in a va riety of com­
pou nds. Th e 5 ct. and 1 o ct. also ex ist in 
horizontal pa irs. imperf. betwee n. ( End of 
C 07117/l f lli .) 

These stamps se rved both fo r pos t al and 
teleg r aph use . N othing is known to us of 
any auction of teleg raphicall y used st amps 
of thi s se ries but af te r th e iss uance of th e 
fo llowing se ri es , th e unused re maind e rs of 
Nos. 3+ to +3 and g reat numb ers of post ally 
used stamps of this se r ies were offe red at 
public sale on November 1, 190 1. (" Illustr. 
B rief m. Z eitung. " 190 1, p. 335.) Espec ially 
inte res tin g is a comp a ri son of th e qu antities 
of st amps auctioned between th ose w hich 
" ·e re unu sed and th ose pos tally used. P eso 
values : 1 peso, 8,800 used ; 37,900 mint. 
2 peso, 1o .1 oo used ; 3 1, 700 mint. 5 peso : 
8,700 used ; 30,500 mint. 10 peso, 11 ,ooo 
used ; 10,300 mint. 

( C omm en t : The figures as given by Dr. 
1\11 unk had transposed the qu antities as be­
t\\·een mint and used . We h ave here given 
them correctly as th ey appea r in the notice 
of sale in "La G aceta" for O ctober 16, 1901. 
E nd of comm ent.) 

D espite the comparatively la rge numbers 
of used st amps avail able, some of the mint 
r emainders were afterwards provided with 
fake cancellations. (See above.) The more 
vivid paper colors, No. 41b and 43b are said 
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to have been found only in th e remaind er 
lots. P erh aps because of th e relatively la rge 
numbP. r~ of unused pieces, th e suspicion ha 
a risen that in th e case of 41b and 43b th e re 
w as a reprinting of th ese st amps. Acco rd­
ing •o " Gibbons !11 onthly Journ al," Vol. XV, 
p. 8, th e re w as still anoth er offe ring of re­
mainders by gove rnment auction in July, 
1 go+. Beca use single st amps a re offered in 
la rge r numbers th an in 1891 it is assumed 
th at th ey mu st come from the second stock. 
Those stamps used telegraphically a re can­
rcll ed with :rn oval cancel in violet. 

( Co m mrn t : It is rath e r surpri sing th at 
Dr. Munk should have fa iled to recognize 
th e used st amps in th e sales mentioned as 
being from disca rd ed teleg raph and cable 
fo rm s since he was aw a re of th e source of 
th e used " remaind ers" sold from th e 1889 
iss ue. Y et , from hi s sta tement th at he knew 
nothin g of " any auction of teleg raphically 
used st amps of this se ri es" ( 1892 ) , it is 
quite evid ent th a t he d id not. Wh at proba­
bly mi sled him and caused him to refer to 
th ese st amps as " post ally used" was th e fac t 
th at ea rly in th e life of th e 1892 issue th e 
va rious oval teleg raph markings we re di s­
ca rd ed (as oblite ra to rs, a t leas t ) in favor of 
th e same t a rge t cance l which was used fo r 
post al purposes . H oweve r th at may be, th e 
sales of 190 1 and 190+ we re composed of 
teleg raphically used stamps and, further , 
w ere conducted und er th e auspices of th e D e­
pa rtment of T elegraphs. F or an ex tended 
di sc uss ion of this view, th e reader 's atten­
tion is invited to "Th e T a rget Cancell ation 
of C os ta Rica" by H. D. Mitchell , " Stamps," 
F ebrua ry 23 , 1952. E nd of comment .) 

In November, 1892, the "American Journal 
of Philately" reported th e receipt of letters 
fr anked with revenue stamps of the Coat of 
Arms type illustrated herewith in the IO ct. 
and 1 colon values. As we h ave never even 
O. 5 



KOHL HA NDBOOK-COSTA R ICA 
h ad a hint of confirmation for such provi­
sion al use it might be th a t it was used only 
through ove rsight or might be phila telic usage 
th rough th e connivance of th e pos ta l clerks. 

(Comment: Scott continued to li st these 
two fisca ls under the heading " R evenu es 
Used for P os t age" until they finally aban­
doned such list ings a ltogether. W e h ave 
seen th e 4 ct . of th e same type on a r egis­
te red cove r to New York , but we a re in­
clined to agree with Dr. Munk that th e 
necessity fo r such use w as more phil a telic 
than ac tu al. End of comm ent.) 

Prepared for use but not issued. 

B y o rd er of th e gove rnm ent of Cost a Rica 
in th e year 1892, the Ii rm of August Gast 
of New York p repa red a printing of 50,000 
of a st amp co mm emo r a tin g the 4ooth anni­
ve r sa ry of the discovery of America. This 
s ta mp , for reasons unknown , was neve r is­
sued. P erfor a tion about 12. After the com-
THE C
pletion of 
went into 
There a re 

th e printing the original plate 
possession of th e government. 
seve ral essays of this s t amp in 

various colors . 

S ct ., blue g rey 

190 1 (January)* M11-20. Gold s tan-
dard. Engraved and printed by W aterlo,,· 
and Sons, L ond on , in two colo rs; P erf . 14, 
15. 

4+· J c t. , gree n and black 

45. 2C Ct. , o range red and black 
46. 5 ct .. light blue and bl ac k 

(a) I mpe rfo rate 

47. 10 c t. , ochre; ye ll o\\' ochre and black 

48. 20 ct ., Wiile red and black 

49. 50 ct .. lilac and blu e 
50. I C., oli ve ye ll on· and black 

5 I. 2 c .. rose and bl ack 
52. 5 C. , bro\\'n and black 

53. J O C., g ree n and red brown 

As th e inscription " 1900" in d ica tes, it was 
planned to h ave this iss ue in c ircul a tion a t 
th e st a rt of 1900. The la te date of c ircula­
tion is said to be ex pla in ed by late delivery 
from th e contr ac tor. Incidentally, th e ch ange 
to th e gold stand a rd currency, which was th e 
m a in reason for this i%ue, w as not es tab­
li shed until th e middle of th e· yea r 1900. 

(*)New Year's D ay to be exact. H. D . i\l. 
M l l - l 2 - l 3 - l 4 - l 5 - l 6 - l 7 - l 8 - l 9 - 20 
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During th e period of circ ulation large 
amounts of used stamps of this issue ap­
peared in the market at nomin al value. In 
1912 great numbers of this issue obliterated 
with a four ring cance ller were auctioned off 
by the government. The space between the 
rings is much greater th an in the regula r 
cancel. Finally, in 19q, the remaining stock , 
in addition to th a t already mentioned , was 
overprinted in sheets with a cancell ation of 
five thin parallel lines in black and they too 
\\"ere 5old to the tr ade a t far under nominal 
value. For this reason \\"e have omitted 
prices on used items. 

(Comm ent: The reader is again referred 
to the a rticl e cited in th e co mment following 
the 1892 issue in which these " remainders" 
are also discussed. We have no doubt th at 
the stamps sold at the 1912 sale (and proba­
bly also those which Munk mentions as ap­
pearing in th e market at nominal value earli­
er) a re telegraphically used. The statement 
that " th e space between the rings is much 
grea ter th an in th e regular cancel" is wrong 
as sc rutiny of a few cove rs would show. 
San J osc, at le as t, had several types of target 
ca ncel during the life of this issue and they 
were not uniform in dimensions. Enrl of 
commen t.) 

The erroneous inscription on No. 47 
(" Branlio" in ste ad of " Braulio") was sup­
posed to have been corrected, according to 
the Postmaste r General , in the second print­
ing. but ac tuall y no correction w as made 
until th e 1 o c t. st amp , No. 62 of the next 
issue came out with th e cor rect inscription. 

M 21 - 22 - 23 

1903 M21-23. Supplementary valu es issued 
beca use of changes in the postal rates. Two­
color recess printing with perforation s as 
before. 
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5.+· .+ ct., lil ac and black 
55. 6 ct., ye llow olive and black 
56. 25 ct., light violet and dark brown 

The suppl emental values were authorized 
by government decree of J anuary 9 , 1903, 
and put into circu lation later during the 
year. About mass cancellin g and remainders, 
the same is true of these st amps as the 
previous issue. Nos. 54 - 56 were removed 
from circu lation October 15, 1907. 

(Co111111 e11t: The correct date of issue is 
September 8, 1903. W e do not find any de­
cree under th e date given by Dr. Munk, al­
though we did find th at th e foreign postcard 
rate was raised by decree dated January 22, 
1903. It was to meet thi s r ate th at the 4 ct. 
stamp was issued. The 25 ct. st amp was 
primarily intended to meet th e combined for­
eign Ii rst cl ass rate, registry fee and acknowl­
edge ment of receipt fee. We are unable to 
find a reason for th e 6 ct. but a re inclined to 
believe, because of its rel ative sca rcity on 
rnver th at it migh t have been intended for 
so me teleg raphic purpose. Enrl of comment . ) 

A8 

1905 (August); 1906 (February ) . Pro-
visional 1 ct. st amps . Stamp No. 48 with 
black surcharge AS. 

57. I. Printing (August 1905) Surcharge 
AS horizontal 

57 . II. Printing (February 1906 ) Sur­
charge AS diagonal 
and black, horiz. printing 125,000 

(a) Inverted surcha rge 

57. TI U CE TIMO on 20 ct. wine 
and bl ack, diag. printing 200,000 

This stamp was necessi t ated by a shortage 
of 1 ct. stamps. Stamps with green , red or 
gold surcharges or other colors which h ave 
occasionally passed as postage stamps a re 
on ly essays. 
O. 5 
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(Co m m ent: There we re four (not two) 
d iffe rent printings of thi s surch arge, au th or­
ized as fo llows: 

August 9, 1905: 125 ,000 ( D ecree in " L a 
Gace ta," 8- 10-05) 

September 11, 1905: 30,000 ( D ec ree in 
" L a Gaceta," 9- 12-05) 

Oc tober 7, 1905 : 6,ooo ( D ec ree in " L a 
Gace ta," 10-8-05) 
270 T H E C
February 9, 1906: 100,000 (Dec ree in "La 
Gace ta, " 2- 10-06) 

T hu s w e see th a t th e tot al number of 
stamps su rcha rged 'A' as 26 1 ,ooo rath er th an 
th e 325,000 g iven in th e tex t . The dec rees, 
of rnu t se, do not d iffe renti ate between the 
position o r fo rm at of die two types of su r­
ch a rge. In addi t io n to those men tioned , the 
e<say~ o r tri al colors ;ire also to be had in 
yell ow. E nd of co111111 ent.) 
M 24 - 25 - 26 - 27 - 28 - 29 - 30 - 3 1 - 32 - 33 
1907 ( O ctobe r ) M2+-33 · Stee l engraving 
and bicolored recess print ing by W ate rl ow 
Brothers and L ayton, L ondon. White paper 
except No . 60 on toned paper. P erfo rated 
I 1, 11 0 x 1 + ; 1 +· Kn own imperforate and 
\\' ith cente r inve rted. 

P erforations 
llX l 4 14 

58. 1 ct., brown and blue bl ack .08 .30 
59. 2 ct ., ye!. g reen and bl ack .35 .So 

I mperforate hor iz' t ally 
60. 4 ct., ca rm. rose and bl ack 1 .50 5.50 
61. s ct ., o r ange and blue bl ack .35 .75 

lmperforate ve rtically 
62. 10 ct ., blue and bl ack .55 1.20 
63. 20 ct., olive g reen and slate 

bl ack 2.00 2.40 
64. 25 ct ., bright viol. and bl ack J.20 1.70 
65. 50 ct ., r ed lil ac and d 'p blue 3.75 10.00 
66. I C., dark brov,·n and bl ack 5.50 17.50 
67. 2 c., w in e red and 

greenish black 8.oo 22.50 
O

(Co111mn1 t : T he issue da te is Oc tober 1st. 
W e have here prese rved K ohl 's prices (for 
unu sed only) to show th e relati ve value of 
the two perfora tions since Scott does not 
d iffe rent ia te between th em. T hey a re, of 
co urse, in pre-wa r German marks , the mark 
bei ng rough ly equiva lent then to 2" cents 
U. S. F or present values th e reade r may 
co nsult eithe r Gibbons or Yve rt, both of 
wh ich cat alog;s li st and price both va riet ies 
of perfo ration. End of comment.) 

T he entire imper fora te sheet s of many de­
nomi nations reported soon af te r th e issu­
ance of th is se ries a re printe r 's was te o r 
tria l printings. The st amps of most values 
of the se t w ith inve rted cente rs simil a rly 
we re neve r regul a rly issued. But acco rding 
to " Illu st r. Briefm. Z eit .," 19 10, p. 350, two 
shee ts of No. 61 imper fora te vert ically, one 
of which went into a private coll ection, were 
discove red in San J ose. The oth er sheet was 
cut up by th e cl erk at th e post offi ce wind ow. 
T hi s man, not hav ing a pai r of scisso rs, 
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tore th e imperforate rows so that most of 
them a re damaged. No. 59 in a vertical 
pair imperfo rate bet\\"een is mentioned by 
Scott. 

Concerning rem ainders and mass cancell a­
tions during or af ter th e pe riod of circulation 
see rem a rks und er th e 1901 iss ue. The re­
mainder stock sold in 1914 was cancell ed 
wi th live horizo ntal lines in black. Ac-
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cc rdi ng to a decree of th e Pres ident da ted 
April 6, th e st amps of thi s issue \\"ere de­
mone:ized June 30, 1910. 

( Commrnt: For an ex tended di scuss ion of 
this issue includi ng th e re asons for its short 
life of two yea rs and eight month s, th e r ead­
e r is referred to Quigley, J ames A.: "Some 

' otes on th e 1907 I ssue of Costa Rica," 
" W ee klv Philatelic Gossip," June 16, 1945. 
E nd of Comm ent.) 
M 34 - 35 - 36 - 37 - 38 - 39 - 40 - 41 
1910 (Apri l 6) M34-.p. Engraved and 
recess µrinted by th e American Ban k Note 
Co. , New York. P erfo r a ted l 2. 

68. I ct., broH·n 
69. 2 ct., bottl e g reen 
70. 4 ct., sca rl et 
7 I. 5 ct., o range 
72. JO ct ., deep blue 
73. 20 ct., da rk olive 

7-t· 25 ct., deep violet 
75. I C., dark bro\\"n 

With reference to mass cancell ati ons, see 
above. Nos. 68-7 5 were placed in ci rcula­
tion as needed acco rdin g to decree da ted 
April 6, 1910. The print ing pl ates we re de­
stroyed in 1924. 

(Comm ent: Considering the unsavory repu­
t ation which th e st amps of th e previous is­
sue h ad acqui red through the machin ations 
of the printers in supplying st amps privately 
a t considerably under face (at least in th e 
case of the fiscals which were produced by 
the same firm) and th e government 's anxiety 
to rep lace th em as ea rly as possihl e, it is 
probabl e that the entire 1910 issue was im­
mediately placed in use af te r th e issua nce of 
th e au thorizing dec ree . This issue had a life 
of q years, th e longes t of any Costa Rican 
issue except th e Ii rst, and was never ' mass­
cancellerl' as Dr. ii unk implies. Target 
cance ls fo und on th ese st amps a re from reg­
istered lette rs. Th e remaind ers we re sold in 
1924 and consisted of unu sed stock exclusive­
ly which had not been oblite rated in any way. 
As fo r the printing pl ates hav ing been de­
stroyed in th at yea r , it is far from likely. 
Th e American Bank Note Co. has a hard 
and fast rule th a t pl ates w ill rem ain in th eir 
possession and wi ll not accept a contr ac t un­
less this provision is ag reed to. As late as 
th e middle '40s, the company st a ted (to 
Mechin , op. ci t .) th at th e pl ates of th e first 
issue we re still intac t in th eir custody, so it is 
unreasonable to believe th at late r plates 
should not , also, be held in th eir vaults. 
F.nd of comm ent . ) 

(To be Conclud ed m th e ext Iumber.) 
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201 /t C entury United States Cancellations. 

By Foster W. Loso and H eyliger de Windt. 
Published by the au th ors, Elizabeth, N. J., 
and Wolfeboro, N . H. 162 pp.; 1376 illus­
trations ; cloth. $5.00; to be had from Mrs. 
Foster W. Loso, 1057 Edgewood Ro ad , 
Elizabeth, N. J. 

Foster Loso, who died too you ng, just be­
fore this book went on sale, was a thorough 
and ab le stud ent in hi s chosen fields of phi­
la tely. Princip al of a high school by profes­
sion, au th or of several stand ard works in 
the field of business educa tion , with a Ph.D. 
degree from New York University, he 
brought his gif ts and trai ning to his phila­
telic activi ty. His few published ar ticles and 
books in philately all showed results of this 
combin ation of ab ility and education. Hey­
liger de Windt has long been known as a 
competent , adeq uate student of cove rs, can­
cell a tions and usages. As I have long been 
on te rms of good friendship wi th both , and 
Dr. Loso was a fraternity-brother , I wel­
come th e ch ance to review their book. 

The tex t chapte rs are not mere routine 
introductions, but deal with th e o rigins of 
unusual cancellations in thi s period, with th e 
story of th e fancies as ope ra ted within o r by 
neglect of postal rul es, and, at end of book, 
with histories of th e various offices using 
th em, to give th e local even ts occasioning 
their use. Our chief regret may well be th at 
a further chap ter was not add ed, pointing 
out the occasional persistence of a postmark 
device or a fancy ki lle r from as far back as 
th e 188o's. Thus, picture No. 694 is the old 
octagonal M . 0. B. postmark of Madison, 
Conn ., from the ea rly 188o's, with lower let­
tering either damaged or purnoselv chipped 
out. The Kicking Mules, Nos. 936, 937 and 
938, a re likew ise survivals from an earlier 
day. No. 1163 is a survival of a rubber oval 
grid killer quite extensively used in th e period 
a round 1890. 

What the au thors have clearly aimed to 
do is to report anything different from th e 
more or less standardized postmark types in 
use a t th e various periods from 1900 to 1950. 
H ence, pl ain slogan postmarks do not appear; 
but each pictorial slogan in that period does. 
272 THE C
The sta ndard rubber town marks with kill­
ers of three or four bars do not appear save 
when the kill ers show a legend (No. 101 ) , 
or a11 exceptiona l case when struck twice 
tete-beche close together (No. 483, of Ham­
ilton Square , N. J. ). When l\loney Order 
or registration double circle rubber town 
marks were used to cancel stamps, or a re­
ceiv ing postmark was so used , these are in­
cluded. 

r o doubt numerous items kno\\·n to col­
lectors, but not reported to the authors or in 
print, cou ld be added. That is the normal 
sta te of affairs for any pioneer book in its 
first edition. It does not constitute a fault in 
this \\·ork. 

A purist might cavil that many of the 
regular double oval "bumpers" of various 
offices, including the \.videly used bl ind 
bumper for cancelling on registered mail , a re 
included. He might also wonder a t includ­
ing 21 of the rubber box killers so plentiful 
in the 192o's, while hundreds of others are 
left out; likewise at the including of only a 
few of the rubber box rollers th en so plenti­
ful and so often confused with precancels 
by the uninform ed . Picture No. 705 is, in 
fact, actually a precancel-the on ly one in­
cluded: a typica l rubber hand stamp device 
for th a t use prior to 1930. The repeated 
inclusion of th e widely used \\·ooden target 
killer , used for regis te red mail at many small 
offices, as Nos. 10,164,556,579 and 1074, 
might even provoke a momentary laugh. 

This book tackles one job, doi ng it ade­
quately. It guides the collector into know­
ing and handling th e wide variety of fa ncy 
cancell ations or aberrant ones fou nd up to 
our own tim es. It th us disposes effectively 
of the claim th at modern U. S. st amps lack 
possibi liti es for interesting cancell ation col­
lecting. Assembling into one access ibl e place 
info rm ation that had been sca ttered or not 
even recorded , thi s book really was needed. 

The a rr angement by a lphabetical o rd er of 
th e ofhces using th e cancell ations shown may 
not please all use rs. Because each is pic­
tured as well as li sted, the arrangement re­
moves all difficu lties which might h ave been 
expe rienced if some classification system h ad 
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been used. Fram pas t ex peri ence, I can as­
sure any use r th at no matte r how good, how 
pr ac tical, how logica l a classification sys tem 
might have been deve loped, it would have 
confu sed use rs far mor e th an it would have 
helped. 

We can admit almost eve ry shortco ming, 
and st ill say th at the t ask the auth o rs se t 
themselves was as adequa tely perform ed as 
\\"aS hum anely poss ibl e. The book is both 
interes ting and usefu l. 

S. G. R . 

A ustria, A Specializ ed Ca talo g 1850- 19 r8. 
1952 Ed ition, by Ed\\·in Mueller , English­
Ge rm an. 17+ pp. P aper cover. Av ail able 
from ·Mercury Stamp Co. , New York , N. Y. 
Price $s.oo. 

This is a mod el for a specialized catalog. 
Phil a tely has offe red many reference books. 
:Vl any a re good , others are fair and a far too 
grea t a number are poor productions. This 
Au stri an ca t alog is not perfect, but its plan­
ning and exec ution should light the way for 
oth ers . 

A cat alog is a so urce of information not 
fo r th e student but for th e uninformed. The 
student has little need for a cat alog. Tht> 
basic requirem ent for a ca talog is handy use. 
Too many stamp cat alogs are poorly pLnned, 
badly ind exed and ex pl a ined , so that th e use r 
i'i unable to loca te the information dt-'i ired 
although th e book has it . A speciali zer! ca ta­
log should be as compl ete as possible guidin g 
the user to all th e ways he ca n collec t any 
individual stamp or iss ue, while explaining 
the st amps as tersely but clearly as possible. 
A good specialized catalog should price eve ry 
st amp in all the ways th at it is collected . 
There mu st be prices for cancellati ons, ce r­
tain usages, covers and multipl e pieces . And 
the prices must be accurate mark et guides. 

An Edwin Mueller ca n produce such a 
cat alog and he has don e it . The collector 
of Austrian stamps h as hi s guide. There is 
no question but th at this ca talog will find 
wide use. 

It is to be regretted , in our op1111on, that 
the editor chose to stop a t the end of 1918. 
:'VI any of the less adva nced collectors start 
with the easier issues, wh ich generally a re 
the newer ones. He then works back. H av-
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in g th e Austrian stamps from 1919 on and 
then being abl e to cl ass ify and value th em 
with such a specialized catalog " ·ould stimu­
la te him to turn to the pre-World W ar I 
st amps. l\llost every beginner starts with th e 
1920-2+ Infl ation se ries, owning th em unu sed. 
H e should be t aught that used copies a re far 
scarcer whil e many of the st amps on cover 
a re real elusive being worth manifold the 
st and a rd li sted prices . It is the lack of thi s 
v<hich ca uses th e only critici sm w e found 
\\"i th th e cat alog. 

The above fa ult, howeve r , is comparatively 
negligibl e when one considers the fund of in­
formation detailed upon th e listed items. We 
happen to know th a t this w as a work of m any 
yea rs and a difficult task. 

Th e editor's definitions se t forth on pages 
XI I to XX III of th e Introduction are 
thought provoking in th a t some deviate from 
those more generally acce pted. Some critics 
might quibble on thi s. In several instances, 
we did not co mpl etely agree with a defini­
tion. So what? That's what l\lluelie r calls 
a proof, and he li sts and prices it th a t way. 
H e is specific, c re a ting order, not confusion. 

This cat a log is another fin e production 
from the hand of the editor of th e "Mercury 
Stamp Journal " , a member of th e COL­
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST bo a rd as well as 
the author of m any articles publi shed in this 
m agazine and other phil a telic publications. 
Mr. Muell er is continu ally making praise­
worthy contributions and es tabli shing a fin e 
reputation of the quality of his work. There 
is no re ason to doubt that thi s Austri an cata­
log will be very success ful here and abroad. 

H . M . G. 

William Dockwra and th e R es t of th e Un­
dertakers. By T. Todd. Edinburgh, C. ]. 
Cousland & Sons Ltd.; distributed by Rob­
son Lowe, Ltd. , London . 1952 ; r 78 pp.; 38 
plates, cloth, 25s not post free ($3.50) . 

A s a historico-biographical study, this is the 
first work that is acceptable on the grounds 
of so und scholarship , deal ing w ith the first 
Lond on Penny Post of r68o to 1682. Hither­
to , we have had excellent fragments, but no 
sys tem atic searching of the proper archives 
for original source material. Mr. Todd's 
NO. 5 
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own library and a rchive sea rches have 
brought out materi al which not only was un­
known , but which fills in many gaps in the 
sto ry as hith erto given. 

Some 92 pages, as "Appendixes" are given 
to co mplete reprintings of the texts of broad­
sid es, circulars and other original ~ources. 
The 38 plates a re reproduction s, via half­
ton e prints, of the first pages of such docu­
ments, or handbill s in full. 

The original of the Penny Post for Whig 
political publicity, af ter th e Titus Oates af­
fair , is not merely established , but fully docu­
mented. J ea lousy on the part of th e Tory 
hold e r of th e Postmas ter Generalship is 
clearly indicated as the main factor in th e 
seq ues tration , by methods smacking of pres­
ent-day ones in th e dictatorship and com­
munist-held lands, of the P enny P ost into 
th e postal system. 

As Dockwr a's Penny Post was the direct 
ancesto r of the postal service in London , even 
as was Greig's of th at in New York ne arly 
two centuri es late r, this book is clea rly a di­
rect contribution to postal history even 
though th e se rvice was privately owned. The 
pa rallelism is so st riking th a t any student of 
American postal hi story of ea rlier days m ay 
well glean the most valu able sugges tions for 
his own inves tigations by judicious use of 
Mr. Todd's able work. 

A very interesting portion is the study and 
discussion of the claims of Mr. Murray, one 
of the four "undertakers" with whom Dock­
wra was originally associated as pa rtners , to 
have originated and actuall y operated a penny 
post in London. The possible Murray origin 
of the earliest form of Dockwra postm ark, 
with ffeur-de-lis in corners, is judiciously 
considered. 

The stampless cover collector, not con­
fused by the attempt to cozen stamp col­
lectors into accepting postmarks of office, date 
or rate on st ampless covers as "stamps" in 
the philatelic sense because this term was 
used for them back in those Pleistocene days, 
will no doubt find this work most interest­
ing. He will, however, not fall for th e ex­
aggerated monetary values which this mi suse 
of terms seems deliberately continued 111 
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o rd er to enco ur age. Guarding hi s purse by 
these reservations, he will welcome this com­
petent and adeq uate study, written styli sti­
ca ll y with proper rega rd for the comfort and 
pleasure of th e reader. 

A little sidelight, gleaned from one of the 
documents prep rinted , is the pronunciation of 
Dockwra 's name. This h as puzzled many. 
It is clear from the source herein given that 
the W ts si len t and th e final A long: 
"Dock ray." 

S. G. R. 

T!t e P!tilat elic Folio. Vol. I , Ko. 2, June , 
i952. A quarterly magazine published by 
Lyons F. Livingston , 2.J.35 No. Charles St. , 
Baltimore, Md. Yearly subscription $2.00. 

H ere is a ne"· journal with a rticles on th e 
more serious side of philately. With Lyons 
Livingston at the helm, one expected that 
the contents would be devoted on ly to China 
and the surrounding Asiatic land s. Instead 
in this 79-page magazi ne one finds seven 
ar ticl es, two of which are non-As ia. There 
is one article on th e I 871 st amps of Hun­
gary, and th e first part of a Lithuani a Cata­
logue by one unn amed a lthough we suspect 
a certain Baltimore coll ector as the compiler. 

There is always room for one more. This 
journal has made a promising beginning. 
Authors such as Mr. Livingston and Dr. 
Robert C . H. Lee are well-known to th e 
read ers of the COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST. 

It is encouraging to see th a t Mr. Livingston 
has had the courage to write on th e 1871 
Lithographs of Hungary showing that hi s 
philatelic knowledge is broade r th an is gen­
erally known. 

Lithuania is a myste ry country . We know 
by attempting to study its stamp s. The stan­
dard catalogs a re of little help. The Kohl 
H andbook never re ached thi s country. So 
we shall follow these Lithuania listin gs with 
inte rest , happy to learn more about the stamps 
of this European country. 

This journal is sa ti sfactorily illustr ated , a 
nea t littl e production printed by the offset 
method. We wish it well. 

H. M. G. 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, NO. 5 



YOU CAN~T COLLECT A IR§TAMP§ 

without SANA,BRIA 
THE AIR POST CATALOG 

1953 
EDITION 

fully revised - accurate - concise - complete 

This most useful and unique publication 
wi II be ready for delivery September, 1952. 

PRICE $4.75 POSTPAID 

"Sanabria 's Air Post & British Empire News" 
an ill ustrated quar terly - containing addi t ions to the ca ta log and news of Empire sta mps -

$ 1.00 a year, post free . 

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., INC. 
A. MEDAWAR, President 

521 Fifth Avenue New York 17, N . Y . 
FACT§ ABOUT §ELLING YOUR §TAMP§ 

e Publ ic Auct ion is the modern way to sell most collections. 

e We have been conducting sales for over 25 years and our effi­
cient, up to date , PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the maxi ­
mum in results . 

e We can offer early dates and attractive terms . Liberal ad­
vances pending sale. Expert supervis ion of all material by 
experienced philatelists. 

e OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila ­
telic Propert ies privately. where this method is preferred. Our 
advice , backed by over 25 years of ethical dealing is at your 
service. 

e We are also prepared to purchase for cash Collections , Ac­
cumulations , Rarities , etc . 

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY CIVEN 

IRWIN HEIMAN, Inc" 
2 West 46th Street 

NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

A Telephone : LUxemburg 2-2393 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B P HILATELIST, VOL. xxxr, NO. 5 Vil 



PUBLIC AUCTION SALE 

OCTOBER 1952 

BRITISH' COLONIES: Queen Victoria Issues, 
Nearly complete in finest condition . 

OLD GERMAN STATES : with rar ities : 
Baden 12 Kr. La ndpost , the finest known used copi es on piece . 
Saxony 3 Pf . red , man ifold . 

HANNOVER: speci al ized collect ion . 

GERMAN COLONIES : nea rly complete. 

AUSTRIA: specialized collection of the firs t issue wi th rare postmarks . 

Write for free illustrat ed Cata logues 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO. M.B.H. 
GERMANY 

Hamburg 1 - Speersort 6 Cable-Address : EDMORO 

L eadin g Auction-Sales for Postage Stamps of G erman y. 
'

JU LIARD ' § 
~ bf ~LtLtlihj 

CATALOGUE§ 
From Classics to Early XXth. 

1 llustrated , with net pr ices. 
. includ ing 
FULL GUARANTEE 

Two issues a year 

Free copy on request 

ALEX S. JULIARn 
"Green Acres" 
NARBERTH , PA. 
VIII THE COLL
T he Fifth Edit ion of 

HARRY M. KONWISER'S 

STAMPLE§ 
COVER 

CATALOGUE 
will be ready fo r delivery on 

or about 

September 15th, 1952 

PRICE $3.00 

Order now and receive 

Au tog raphed Copy. 

szlvesler colhy 
INCORPORATED 

505flfTH AVENUE·NEW YORK 17 
ECTO RS CLU B PH ILATEL IST, VOL. XXXI, lJO. 5 
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Telephone COrtlandt 7-5536 

UNITED STATES 
and 

FOREIGN 

POSTAGE STAMPS 
for 

COLLECTORS 

AUCTION SALES HELD 

REGULARLY 

EUGE E . CO§TALE§ 
99 Nassau Street 

New York 7 , N. Y. 
MEM IJER: A.P.S., A.S.D.A., A.A.M.S ., B.I.A., 

COLLECTORS CLUB, S.P.A., Etc. 
HE COLLECTORS C LUB PH ILATELIST, VOL . XXX I , NO.
CiJ <rliJ. 51/. Ul 181/.ft. 
On a wintry day in December 1844, Mr. 
Edward Foster, an auctionee r at S4 Pall 
Mall , wrote to the representative of the 
then Marquis of Bute : 

•• near S ir: 
I h ope we shall be employed by the 

Marqui s to sell the books, there cannot be a 
better spot for the sale than our Gallery in 
Pall Mall " 

CiJ <rliJ. 50 in 1952 
To-day, fin e books are still being sold by 
auc t ion in Pall Ma ll, for our Postal His­
tory Auctions specialise in the sale of in­
teresting libraries of works which are de­
voted to philatelic and postal history 
themes. 
Further, many fine volumes on these sub­
jects are sold retail and a full list of works 
available will be sent on request: 
The following are a few of the publica ­
t ions which are now available . 

The Encyclopaedia 
of Empire Postage Stamps 

Edited by Robson Lowe 
The Vad~-Mecum for both specialist and 
general collector-gives postal history and 
rates, handstruck stamps, essays, proofs, 
" SPECIMEN," blocks, covers, varieties, 
size of sheets . cancellations, used abroad.s, 
forgeries, bibliography, etc. 
Volume I-Great Britain and Europe--the 
Third Edit ion w ill be available in October, 
1952. S end you1· order today. 

Cyprus 
$6 Posta ge I Sc. 

by Wilfrid T . F . Ca s tl e 
An entire ly new work dealing with t he 

history of the posts and postage stamps of t his 
is land and the im portant part played in t he car­
riange of mails to and from t he Middle and 
Near East. Of s pec ial in terest to coll ectors of 
Austrian . Egyptian, Greek a nd T urk ish postal 
history. $3.50 Posta ge 14c. 

William Dockwra and the 
Rest of the Undertakers 

1680-82, by T. Todd 
The history of t h e L ondon P enny Post with 
many hitherto unpublished illustr ation s and 
docu m ents $3.50 Postage I Sc. 

A Bound Auction Catalogue 
The "Dr. R . N. Wnwn" 'VI CTORIA HALF 
LENGTH S (H a m Pdntings) May 28th, 1952. 
This fin e " handbook" catalogue with prices 
realised includes many illustrations, some in 
colour $3 Postage 14c. 

Robson Lowe Ltd. 
SO Pall Mall 

London, S. W 1 
Cables: "Stamps, London" 

AMERICAN AGENT: 

CARL PELANDER 
545 Fi/ th Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 
FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

SOMETIME every collector wants 
some special service . He wants to 
sell his co llection for the best pos­

s ible price ; he wants to buy a g r eat 
rarity or an unusual g roup of s tamps, 
not to be found in deale rs' r egular 
stocks ; he wants reliable information 
about his philatelic affairs. Just su ch 
service is th e sole function of J. C. 
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company 
has nothing to sell ; it acts , on commis­
sion , fo r collectors who wish to add to 
their collections or dispose of th em in 
whole or in part. Collections for dis­
posal are examined without cost (except 
postage) to the owner and commission s 
are ch a rged only on completed trans­
actions . If yo u want t o buy or sell . 

Always Ask Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC. 
(Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Inc.) 

172 Fulton St., New York 17, N. Y. 
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For Stamps 
OF 

184 0-1890 

of Any Country 
writ e lo 

DOUGLAS ROTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

N'ewlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
x THE COLL
for CASH or for 
AUCTION SALE 

Collections, Dealers' Stock 
Lots , Rarities , Airmails, 

Your stamps can be turned into cash by 
means of our most thorough wholesale and 
auction activities. Your material is brought 
to the attention of an active and buy-minded 
clientele BUILT UP OVER A PERIOD OF 
MORE THAN 25 YEARS in bus iness em­
bracing customers throughout the world. 

Please write and tell us 
what you have to sell . 

Auction Catalogu e Free on Request 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
15 PARK ROW - SOUTH TOWER 

Telephone: BA 7-3830 
MUSCOTT FOR REAL SERVICE 
Calling All American Collectors ! 

My Drive For Dollars. 

In my effort to obtain Dollars for the Old 
Country, I am prepared to supply at the 
following rates:-

NEW ISSUES SERVICE . 
DEFINITIVES PERFS & SHADES 

10 % 

Obsoletes and 'wants ' lis t s also dealt with at 
. preferential rates. Many influ ential United States 

Collectors have already bee n enrolled and have 
expressed their deep appreciation of the service 
rendered. This service will operate for the new 
Quee n Elizabeth Issu es. Full detail s ava ilable on 

. request. 

M. W. MUSCOTT, P. T. S. 

''?11.uM:.oH ~ II 
Meadrow, Codalming, Surrey, England . 

Banker s :-National Provincial Bank Ltd ., 
Godalming . Surrey. 
SIS SONS 
NEW 1952 

tB. rn. a. Cal.aloq 
A Complete 44 Page Specialized 
Listing of CANADA, NEWFOUND­
LAND and THE PROVINCES In­
cludes MINT & USED BLOCKS, 
PLATE BLOCKS, REVENUES, STA­
TIONERY, 0. H. M. S. ETC . 

PRICE 25c 
(R EFUNDABLE ON ORDER OF 

$2.00 OR OVER l 

J. N. SISSONS 
59 Wellington W. 

Toronto I, Canada 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, NO. 5 



1952 Ed ition $3 .00 

UNITED §TATE§ 
§TAMPLE§§ COVER 

CATALOG 
Includes 

Confederate "PAID" Handstamps 
By VAN DYK MacBRIDE 

British North America Marks 
Li sts of Railroad, Ship , Independent Mail 

Routes, Free Franked Mail 

EDITED BY 

HARRY M. KONWISER 

For Sale by 
Leading dealers or 
by the Publishers 

Copyrig h t, rn s2 . by V a n Da hl Publications, Inc. 
A ll ri g h ts reserved 

Published by 

VAN DAHL PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
ALBANY, OREGON 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxxr , NO
Xth Sale 
CJoMnq (/)ah $Jlpl. 301.h 

1100 LOTS 

incl. 

110 AMG, 
200 ISRAEL, 

21 0 selected lots 
of VATICAN CITY 

TOPICALS; Music, Sports 
and 80 Souvenir Sheets 

Free Catalogue on request. 

Penny Black Stamp Co. 
Est. 1912 S. L. Bayer, Prop. ~ 

116 Nassau St. ~ New York 38 
THE NEW 

Specialized Catalog of 

AUSTRIA 
by EDWIN MUELLER 

incl . Lombardy-Venetia , Austrian Offices 
Abroad, Danube Steam Navigation Co. and 
Danube & Black Sea Railway, 174 pages, 
incl . introduction and ten pages with pic­
tures of the type characteristics, has been 
published. 

Bi-lingual ( G erman-English } edition 

$5 .00 

(plus 15c postage within the United States, 
plus 50c to o ther countries) 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 Fifth Ave. (at 44th St. ) 

New York 36, N. Y. 
Telephones: MU2-7106 and 2-6976 

Cable address: MER CST AMP NE WY ORK 
At Your Service 
For All 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
PHILATELIC 
COMMERCIAL 
INTERIORS 
PORTRAITS or 

CANDIDS 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
205 West 57th Street 
New York 19, N. Y. 

(Photographer for the 
Collectors Club Philatelist) 
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The new Part 111 of Scott' s Internat ional Album will be ready in Octobe r. It covers the 
issues from mid-1949 through 1951, and the pr ice is $10. With Part 111 added , thi s 
handsome loose-leaf album se t provides about 58,000 spaces for a representative collection 
of the world 's popular low- priced stamps-the kind of sideline general collec ti on that spe ll s 
FUN for any special is t . Each space car ri es a printed Scott Catalogue desc ription of the stamp 
that belongs in it, o r an illust rat ion . Part I ( 18 4 0-1940 ) cos ts $ 10, and Part II (1940-
1949 ) costs $12. If you have fo rgotten what Scott' s lnte ~na t iona l looks like , ask any 
good dealer to show you one . 
u. s. PRICE LIST 
OUR 68 PACE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLUDES : 

Your 

Confederate Issues 
U. S. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of 

Number Blocks 

Want Lists of U. S. 

u. s. 

Stamps 
Will Be Appreciated . 

JOHN A. FOX 
116 N ASSAU STR EET. N . Y . C., 7, N EW YOR K 

Plate 

and Covers 
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ANNOUNCING 
THE THIRD IN THE SERIES 

OF 

Collectors Club Handbooks 

The Postage Stamps and Postal History of 

TIBET 
By 

HARRISON D. S. HA VERBECK 

53 Pages . . . 131 Illustrations 

PRICE $1.50 

This is the first authentic and comprehensive study 
of the philately of this fascinating country to be pub­
lished in the United States. 

The Other Handbooks: 

The Postage Stamps of Nepal 
46 Pages • • • 60 Illustrations PRICE $1.50 

Cumulative Index Collectors Club Philatelist 
Vols. 1 Thru 30 ( 1922 - 1951 ) PRICE $1.00 

The Collectors Club 
22 East 3 5 Street 

New York 16, N. Y. 



an !xtAa-(}JtdinaJuJ 
AUCTION SERVICE 

AT NORMAL BATES 
There is no doubt that for the finest all-round auction service the 
answer is H. R. Harmer, Inc. 
Note the many advantages : 

l . Solely auctioneers, interested in selling your stamps to best ad- . 
vantage and occupying their complete efforts in this direction. 

2 . Finest staff of describers headed by Mr. Herbert Bloch of the 
Friedl Expert Committee. 

3 . De-luxe, luxuriously illustrated catalogues mailed not only to the 
Americas but also to the leading philatelists on the London and 
Sydney (Australia ) mailing lists. 

4 . Accurate descriptions, resulting in heavy, generous mail biddings. 
5. Facilities to permit bidders in the sterling area to buy in the New · 

York safes, despite currency restrictions. 
6 . CHOICE OF SALE IN NEW YORK, LONDON OR SYDNEY at no 

extra cost. 
7 . Free insurance, whilst in transit and on our premises. 
8. Liberal advances always available if required. 
9. And finally, a keen desire to give complete 

SERVICE AND SATISFACTION 

D. B. DAHMER!) lne. 
Predominant in Philatelic Auctioneering 

32 EAST 57TH STREET, NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 
A copy of the booklet "Modern Methods of Philatelic Auctioneering" 

will be gladly sent free on request. 




