


FOR 20°/o AUCTION 
COMMISSION -
WE 
THINK YOU SHOULD 
GET THE BEST 

.. 

When you pay an auctioneer 20% commission we 
think you deserve the best possible treatment for your 
stamps. 

Thoughtful and attractive presentation of stamps 
offered for auction sale means wider and greater appeal. 
That means the best results for the seller. 

So at Greg Manning Auctions we look at each collec­
tion consigned to us for auction as an opportunity to give 
you the best. Dependable descriptions. The best lotting. A 
thoroughly professional job. Because we know that is how 
you will get the best price. 

And if your stamps or your particular circumstances 
are not suited to sale by auction we won't pressure you to 
auction your stamps. Since we also handle disposition by 
outright cash sale or private treaty, we can recommend the 
most logical method of sale. You can rely on us to give you 
our most unbiased and best advice. 

Contacting us when you are ready to sell your stamps 
may just be the best thing you can do. 

GREG MANNING AUCTIONS, INC. 
128 Passaic Avenue 

Fairfield, N.J . 07006 

Telephone : (201) 282-5400 

Toll Free: (800) 631-1245 

"The firm collectors rely on" 

£ 
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EVERY YEAR 

Two Impressive Auction Sales 
ARE ARRANGED BY 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO. 
AT HAMBURG 

which command worldwide attention. 

Richly illustrated catalogues of these public auctions will be sent to interested 
parties at a cost of $5.00 (US) to help pay airmail postage. 

In the event you would like to sell , and are looking for excellent results, then EDGAR 
MOHRMANN & CO. is the right choice for you. Clients all over the world , including 
the United States, have complete confidence in us. Consignments to our Auction 
Sales are accepted anytime. Large lots are best sent by air freight. 

Sale dates are: 

3rd - 5th April, 1979 
16th - 18th October, 1979 

Material to be included in the above sales should reach us four months prior to the above dates. 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO. 
D 2000 Hamburg 11 

W. Germany 
• Grosser Burstah 19 • Postfach 11 1007 
Telephone (040) 36 41 51/2 Cables: EDMORO 
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The very least we can do 
is offer you the most. 

After all the years of work, 
attention and care you've put into 
your collection, it's no wonder 
you're a little apprehensive at the 
thought of disposing of your 
holdings. 

"How much are my stamps 
really worth?" 

"How do I know I'm getting 
the best possible offer?" 

Earl P. L. Apfelbaum, Inc. has 
been answering questions like 
these since 1930. 

All appraising, lotting and 

describing is done on our 
premises by our staff of inter­
national philatelic experts. With 
the aid of one of the world's 
largest reference libraries and 
up-to-the-minute, world-wide 
price data, we are able to give 
you the fairest, most accurate 
evaluation possible. 

We can arrange for a cash 
purchase, a public auction, or 
private sale at a 
reasonable 
commission. 

Ship your collection to us and 
we'll evaluate it free of charge. 
Or send us a description of your 
material and we'll contact you. If 
your holdings are of substantial 
value, we will arrange for one of 
our traveling representatives to 
consult with you in your own 
office or home. 

Put your mind at ease. One of 
America's oldest and largest 
stamp firms stands ready to assist 
you, no matter what your 
philatelic needs. 

~-...... 

1819 John F. Kennedy Bh·d. 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

(215) 567-5200 

Inc. 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 

as well as 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broken up for our next international auction sale 

for which we are going to prepare again our famous 27,000 

catalogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA 8023 ZURICH (Switzerland) 
P.0.8. 

Bahnhofstrasse 102 
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Where it's usual 
to seek the unusual. 

Where but 
Stanley Gibbons. 

For more than 120 years, collectors 
of rare stamps and specialist items have 
come to rely on Stanley Gibbons. 

The two pieces shown here are 
excellent examples. 

The opened out envelope - believed 
to be the only one known showing the rare 
prc::-August 1864 rate oflSc from New 
Brunswick to California - carries three Sc 
sap green, tied by barred oval cancels. 
Insufficiently addressed, it bears three 
strikes of the red 'Adv' with Paid/ IS in red. 
Backstamped St. George & St. Stephen 
transit. Price $8,000. 

The stamp illustrated is a Cape of 
Good Hope 1861 March 7th carmine, 
superb used example with good even 
margins, cancelled in two places by very 
clear CGH triangular black obliterators, 
with Royal Philatelic Society certificate. 
One of the famous so-called "Woodblock" 
stamps. Price $6,200. 

We have material of similar quality from most 
countries. Should you be interested, we will be 
pleased to include your preferences on our 
Specialist Register and forward illustrated lists of 
better material. Let us know, too, should you wish 
to sell a better collection or individual rare stamps. 
And when in London, be sure to visit us at our 
premises in the Strand. 

Contact the Specialist and Rare Stamp Dept . 

... ~~'° Stanley Gibbons Ltd. 
HEA MAJESTY TIIEQUEEN, 

"'""G""'"'"° · 391 Strand, London WC2R OLX England 
'""·"'""' Telephone: 01-836 8444 Telex: 28883 
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' 'For anything worth having one must pay the price .'' 

When selling your collec­
tion, call Andrew Levitt. 
He's constantly seeking fine 
stamps and covers, and he's 
willing to pay the price to 
obtain the1n. 

-John Burroughs 

ANDREW LEVITT, INC. 
"A merica's leading buyer of specialty collections." 

(203) 743-2016 

Box 342 Danbury, Connecticut 06810 
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COMPLETE COVERAGE FOR THE COMPLETE COLLECTOR 

MINKUS SUPREME GLOBAL ALBUM 
Now in SIX magnificent volumes ... 

This is the ultimate album for the advanced 
general collector ! Three richly designed red , gold 
and blue volumes provide spaces for over 
125,000 stamps of the entire world issues 
through 1966, with more than 90,000 clear illus­
trations for easy identification. Its 3,600 pages 

contain much useful information for a lifetime of 
pleasure . Vols. I, II , and Ill (including slip-
case) ...... .............. ...... .. .... .. .... .. ....... ... .. ... $95.00 
Volume IV (1967-1970) ............ .. .... .... .. .. $32.50 
Volume V (1971-1973) .... .. ....... .... .. .. ... ... $32.50 
Volume VI (1974-1976 ....................... .. . $32.50 

. .._ 
IB 

MINKUS MASTER GLOBAL ALBUM 
Now in FOUR beautiful volumes ... 

This popular album has earned the highest 
praise of stamp collectors the world over. It now 
combines every stamp issuing nation in FOUR 
sturdy, matched volumes with spaces for nearly 
200,000 stamps in its 5,000 well-designed 
pages. The volumes now available are: 

Volume I (from first issues through 
1966) ....... ...... ...... .. ........... .. ..... .. ....... .... A$32.50 
Volume II (1967-1970) ...... ............ .... .. ... . $32.50 
Volume Ill (1971 -1973) ...... .. .. ......... ...... .. $32.50 
Volume IV (1974-1976) ....... .. ... ... .. .. ... .... $32.50 

AND, to keep your collection up-to-date: 
THE MINKUS 1978 SUPREME/MASTER GLOBAL SUPPLEMENT ....... $7.95 

(Available Early This Fall) 

... ALL FROM MINKUS, THE CREATIVE PUBLISHER 
All merchandise available at leading dealers across the nation and the stamp & coin department of these fine stores: 
ATLANTA-Rich 's 
BOSTON-Jordan Marsh 
CHEVY CHASE-Woodward & Lathrop 
CHICAGO-Marshall Field & Co. 
CINCINNATl-Pogue's 
CLEVELAND-The Higbee Co. 
COLUMBUS-Lazarus 
DENVER-May-D & F Co. 
DETROIT-J. L. Hudson 
GARDEN CITY, N.Y.-Glmbels 
HARTFOFRD-G. Fox 
HOUSTON-Foley's 
INDIANAPOLIS-L. S. Ayres 
MILWAUKEE, WISC.-Gimbels 
NEW YORK-Glmbels, Glmbels East 
OAKBROOK, ILL.- Marshall Field & Co. 
PARAMAS, N.J.-Glmbels 

PHILADELPHIA-John Wanamaker 
PITTSBURGH-Kaufmann's 
PORTLAND-Meler & Frank 
RICHMONG-Thalhlmer's 
ROCHESTERH-Slbley's 
SAN ANTONIO-Joske's of Texas 
SAN FRANCISCO-The Emporium 
SANTA ANA, CA.-AThe Bon Marche 
SEATTLE-The Bon Marche 
SHERMAN OAKS, CA.-Bullock's 
SKOKIE, ILL-Marshall Field & Co. 
ST. LOUIS, MO.-The Famous Barr 
TORRENCE, CA. (Del Amo}-Bullock's 
TOWSON, MD.-Hutzler's 
VALLEY STREAM, N.Y.-Gimbels 
WASHINGTON-Woodward & Lothrop 
WESTCHESTER, N.Y.-Glmbels 
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NOW AVAILABLE 
SCOTT'S 

Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue 
The 1979 Edition 

Volume1} 
Volume 2 

Volume 3 

Volume 4 
U.S. Specialized 

Available from your Dealer 
or from Scott Publishing Co. 

3 East 57th St., N.Y. , N.Y., 10022 

.. . the Authority 

- $16. Each 

- $14. Each 

·······························@ =s=c=o=T=T= . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............................. . 
Serving collectors since 1863. 
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INAU(:URAL 
TRANSATLANTIC 

- Fl!GllT 

;---------------------

anD ALMDST EVERYTHINl:i ELSE! 
•···· ::::: If you have a collection, accumulation, or individual rarities for sale, contact the leading 
::::: buyers of stamps & covers. At Harris/A & R you can expect prompt, courteous dealings 
•••·· and the highest prices possible from our expert philatelic buyers. 

i~~i: WHEN YOU'RE READY TO SELL-,,/bli~f·- :~~; 
::::: CALL TOLL-FREE: ,/ .::~::".:.-;~~~~· HR-9 ::::· 

F.
•:::: ,' Boeton, MA 02210 ··• :::: 1 • 8 0 0 • 2 2 5 • 7 8 8 8 ,' I have the follow_ing . Philateli~ material 
•••· ,' for sa le and would hke information on how 

::•••· ,' to arrange for its purchase. 

:::::: (Mass residents call 617-269·52001 / "'"" 
ii:::: AND ASK TO SPEAK ,//_ ._'''_ ... _-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-,;,-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_ 

l·g~~: WITH A BUYER OR / ::::: SEND 
1 
N THE ,,,'' My collection consists of ______________ _ 

Ttlephone:I 

l·~.m : HANDY COUPON ,/ , Somebetteritems11e __________________ _ 

::::;: AT RIGHT.~ ::::. 
I::::: d -,~ _______________ No. ol1lbums _______ ::::: 

••••· ,, CatalogorR111ilV1lue ___________ Es1.Ne1V1lue _______ ··•••• 

~==~:~~·:; iii iii iii i:: ii:: ii:: iii:: i:::::::::: i: i:::::: • • • • • • • • • • :: : : :r/:.;f 
• 1 iii ::::: • ::::::::::: •: • ::::::::::: • ::::iiiiii.i-MliMli~i .. i .. :.• :.·.i.i-~MiMiM<MMli.ti .. i iii\ .. • 
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COLOR IN PHILATELY 
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CATALOG # 

78-66390 
Orders are now being accepted for the Philatelic Foundation's newest major text 
COLOR IN PHILATELY. 

Color Plates 
COLOR IN PHILATELY contains sixteen full color plates as well as discussions and 
studies of some U.S. classic issues and certain issues of Great Britain, Bermuda, 
Canada, The Confederate States of America and New Zealand. 

Additional Color Supplement 
A Jery important addition to the book is a full color supplement which explains color 
naming systems. This supplement is held in a special pocket in the back of the book 
and is a new addition since the first announcement of the book was made. 

Graphs and Charts 
In addition to the color printing in the book, there are numerous graphs and charts 
illustrating how color differences are determined. 

Larger Format 
The expanded size of the book and the addition of the color supplement help make this 
one of the important additions to every library. 
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Sotheby Parke Bernet 
Stamp Auction . 

Monday, November 20 at 11 am and 2 pm at 980 Madison Avenue, New York 

Inve rted center ca rd proof Sc. #119s 

UNITED STATES ESSAYS, 
PROOFS & SPECIMENS 

An extensive offering of 1869 Pic­
torials ; other issues including reve­
nues, large and small die proofs, 
essays and numerous rare speci­
mens ; featuring 5¢ and 10¢ 1847 
proofs, 1869 inverted center card 
proofs and the complete set of 1869 
small die proofs prepared for the 
1915 Panama Exposition 

Illu strated catalogue $2 / $3 with 
prices realized , order by sale num­
ber 5-27 

Monday, November 20 at 7 :30 pm at 980 Madison Avenue, New York 

UNITED ST ATES POSTAGE ST AMPS 
including THE SAMUEL KHARASCH COLLECTION 

One of the major United States collections, ....... ,..111 .... RI 
complete except for six stamps ; featuring the 
famou s 24¢ Airmail Inverted center. Also in­
cludin g specialized sections of the 1¢ 1851-57 
issues and the 90¢ issue 

Illustrated catalogue $3/$4 with prices real­
ized, order by sale number S-28 

On view : in New York November 15-19 at the 
National Postage Stamp Show, New York 
Coli sseum ; and Monday, November 20 at 980 
Madison Avenue 

Please orde r cata logues by sa le number w ith check en­
closed to Sotheby Parke Bernet Stamp Aucti o n Co m­
pany, Inc., 158 Deer Hill Aven ue, Danbury, CT 06810. 
Catalogue also available in New York at 980 Mad ison 
Avenue, New York 10021 

We are currently accepting property for future sales 
Available for appraisals and guidance 

on philatelic properties 
Sc. #1 05, Re-issue 

Sotheby Parke Bernet Stamp Auction Co., Inc. 
158 DEER HILL AVENUE DANBURY, CONNECTICUT 06810 203/743-4458 
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The above is just one of 50,000 that we have on hand. 

AVAILABLE 
Extensive selections of Postal History items from all corners of the 

world . I do most of my business through the mail and it will be a pleasure 
to send you a selection of your choice. Please enclose reference and 
price range you wish to stay within , as well as exactly those areas from 
which I should send you material. 

. . . Thank you . 

GARY HENDERSHOTT 
P.O. DRAWER 17428 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78760 
(512) 288-0450 
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Public Auction Early 1979 

Rare Stamps & Postal History 

1881 registered cover from Yokohama to England. 

of 

Central 

and 

Eastern 

Asia 

2,000 Lots 
Estimated value $300,000. 

:-- l"fl-mRLAND & Co. 

.Postage t Boo. 

1870 Sutherland & Co. 

1/4 boo local used fo r 
stagecoach mail to 

and from Yokahama. 

(
t-.: ,, . 

.., 

1894 Hainan combination cover with Hong Kong. 

eora,e Catalog $2.00 by mail, 
~ sent 4 weeks before AleVi OS auction date. 

• 
320 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 307 
Santa Monica. California 90401 
Telephone (213) 450-2543 USA 
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Sold by 
Kaufman n's 
in 1977 

Kaufmann's of Washington is recognized as one of the 
nation's foremost dealers in rare stamps and covers. 

We will buy your stamps outright, or consign to our 
world famous public auctions, whichever is appropriate. 

~ ufmann 
actions 
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Sell in Swiss Francs and 
net the highest price for your collection 

Valuable properties are already arriving for 

BAS LE 
20-24 March 1979. 

Among those already received are collections of 

EUROPEAN CLASSIC ON COVERS 
GREAT BRITAIN superb classics 

LOMBARDY VENETIA SWITZERLAND 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENTALS MINT 

Suitable properties and single rarities should be 
submitted early in order to avoid disappointment 

Other R.L.I. Sales in 1979 include 

BERMUDA 1-2 March - British West Indies covers 
and Latin-American Air Mails 

GENEVA Early May - British Empire Classics 
and Air Mail rarities 

BASLE 23-27 October 

We sell your stamps where they sell best 

5@ The 

ROBSON LOWE 
GROUP 3~ 

PALL MALL POOLE HILL 
PALL MALL LONDON - BOURNEMOUTH POOLE HILL 

Agents : Herman Herst, Jr., P.O. Box 1583 Boca Raton, Florida 33432. Tel. : 305-391-3223. 
(Miami) J.J.M.R. Co. (for literature only), P.O. Box 610308, North Miami, Florida 33161 . Tel. : 305-
891 -3401 . (Midwest) John Russo, P.O. Box 12767, St. Paul, Minnesota 55112. (New York) 
Spencer Perlstein, P.O. Box 5441 , Flushing, New York 11354, U.S.A. (Texas) Mrs. Nonie Green, 
2401 Colorado, San Angelo, Texas 76901. (Washington, D.C.) Gordon H. Torrey, 5118 Duvall 
Drive, Washington, D.C. 20016. Tel. : (Maryland) 301 -229-7799. 

ROBSON LOWE & JACKIE NORMAN will be in America in November. 
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YOU GET MORE 
WHEN YOU SELECT 

THE BEST 

When selling your collection America 's premier auction house 
offers: 

• 48 years continuous Auction Sales . 

• Acknowledged integrity . 

• A centralized staff of recognized experts. 

• A prime mailing list built over 48 years with a following that 
includes the world' s leading collectors and buyers . 

• Top market value with a long history of record realizations . 

• Immediate cash advances to any amount, interest free . 

It Costs no M ore to Select the Best 
You Can Expect More From the Leader 

120 East 56th Street Tel: 212-753-6421 

New York , NY 10022 Established 48 years 
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The 
Collectors Club 

PHILATELIST 
Volume 57, Number 6 

Ira Zweifach 
Executive Editor 

Ernest A. Kehr 
Editor 

Abbot Lutz 
Advertising Manager 

Editorial Staff: 
H . D. S. Haverbeck 
Robert P . Odenweller 
Ira Seebacher 
Philip Silver 
Ernest Wilkens 

The Collectors Club Philatelist is 
published bimonthly (Jan. , Mar , 
May , July, Sept., Nov.) by The 
Collectors Club, Inc., 22 E. 3Sth 
St., New York, N.Y. 10016. -
Annual subscription rates: $15; 
$10.00 for non-profit institutions. 
Individual copies: $3 ea. 
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Editorial 

A LAST WORD ON PHILATELIC EXHIBITIONS 
0 bservations and experiences at, and 
reports of the last thronged interna­

tional philatelic exhibitions lead us to 
contemplate whether traditional concepts 
of such extravaganzas could do with some 
drastic modifications or complete over­
hauling. 

While they attracted legions of people 
who endured uncomfortable inconven­
iences to pay admission fees, the one 
major question remains : exactly just what 
did they accomplish as media for the 
promotion of philately ? 

The most recent shows all had vast 
acreages of frames in which the world's 
greatest and most important collections 
were displayed. And yet, with the excep­
tion of the jury that was responsible for 
award decisions; dealers who sought new 
properties for disposal on their auction 
blocks, and an infinitesimal number of 
genuine stamp lovers, these treasures 
went unseen and generally unappreci­
ated . The emptiness of the ESPANA , IN­
TERPHIL and CAPEX halls was more 
than enough to break the connoisseur 's 
heart. 

Until very recently, the major interna­
tional stamp shows were planned and 
staged for a few speci fie purposes: 
I . To provide an annual occasion at which 
philatelists might have their accomplish­
ments and acquisitions judged for that 
pride that comes with besting competitive 
entries and the satisfaction of taking med­
als . 

2. To offer other collectors the oppor­
tunity of seeing pages designed by experts 
as a lesson in philatelic approaches . By 
358 
viewing entries that won major awards, 
and studying both the material and 
mounting methods, one is taught what 
should be included in a speciali zed (or 
other type) collection and how it may be 
displayed and annotated most effectively. 

3 . To give the general hobbyist a 
chance to enjoy actual stamps and covers 
that are so scarce or rare that he otherwise 
knows them only as illustrations in a 
catalogue or printed album . 

4. To publicize and propagandize 
stamp collecting to attract newcomers to 
our fraternity by showing the public what 
it's all about. 

The participation of the trade was only 
a necessary adjunct to these exhibitions 
and served as a superlative opportunity 
for dealers to meet those who had been 
merely names in clients' files or for mak­
ing new professional contacts for future 
business. The presence of the postal ad­
ministration of the host country was 
merely a courtesy extended in apprecia­
tion for special issues that advertised the 
exhibition. 

Today those noble purposes are but 
dreams of the past and all but non-exis­
tent. With few--extremely few--excep­
tions, the wealth of philatelic treasures in 
thousands of frames is avoided and ig­
nored by all but owners , friends or jury 
members. (And when organizng commit­
tees pressure the judges to hurry final 
prize lists , not even all of them can 
properly examine entries for completely 
honest, deserved appraisals.) Even when 
visitors must wait on lines that extend 
beyond post office counters and snake into 



exhibition aisles , do they use the time to 
look at what is in the frames on both sides 
of them. 

Instead , the vast majority of those who 
traveled from afar to get to Madrid, Phila­
delphia and Toronto, chiefly came to 
purchase sheetlets, cachets, limited-edi­
tion souvenir cards and kindred made-for­
the-gullible gimmickry as fast as postal 
administrations, commercial agencies, 
organizers and dealers could accept pay­
ments to cram already over-stuffed tills. 

Additional hours were used to get the 
''special ' ' markings applied not only to 
unaddressed , over-franked covers , but to 
such nonsensical things as handkerchiefs, 
ties, suspenders, currency , newspapers 
and admission ticket stubs; we even wit­
nessed a visitor asking for a marking on a 
beer-glass coaster. (She was accommo­
dated, but only after a 14-cent stamp had 
been pasted to it!) 

With this situation representing an in­
disputable fact of stampdom 's life, it 
would seem reasonable that sponsors of 
future internationals get down to basics in 
designing such shows to accommodate 
what appears to be wanted . It doesn't 
matter whether these exhibitions are fi­
nanced by governments (or, more accu­
rately , by collectors who stampede them 
to buy the premium-priced souvenir 
stamps that provide the money) or by 
private initiative such as was the case at 
all internationals in America since 1913. 
In either case the energies of volunteers 
and extremely high staging costs will be 
wasted on features and attractions that 
have little if any appeal to visitors. 

May we suggest that organizers con­
centrate on delivering that for which the 
public seeks- however philatelically un­
wise or idiotic it may seem . Put together 
vast bourses at which postal administra­
tions, commercial agencies , promoters of 
gadgets and gimmicks, and dealers can 
vend their wares. Eliminate competitive 
entries and even the hors concours sec­
tions and thereby eliminate the need of 
expensive catalogues (which rarely ever 
are sold out unless they contain "black 
proofs .") Think of what savings could be 
November 1978 
realized! Entirely unnecessary would be 
preliminary prospectus brochures to lure 
entries ; the construction (or renting) of 
frames ; exorbitant installation salaries; 
adequate insurance coverage and hiring 
of security guards ; the rental of sufficient­
ly large space in high-priced exposition 
facilities. 

If any postage stamps are to be shown, 
let the organizers concentrate on a rela­
tively small exhibition section that will 
generate publicity. The idea of a display 
of the most precious gems of the postage 
stamp world was conceived on a number 
of occasions over the span of decades. It 
was the concept so dramatically and suc­
cessfully executed at the Waldorf Astoria 
Hotel when The Collectors Club observed 
the 75th anniversary of its founding. 
Known as the ''Aristocrats of Philately , '' 
this assemblage of rarities attracted the 
news media with resulting columns of 
newspaper publicity, radio wordage and 
segments on the major TV news programs . 

Again , at both INTERPHrL 76 and 
CAPEX 78, the only feature sold to and 
bought by the communications media 
were the courts of honor with virtually all 
of the ANPHILEX "aristocrats." The fact 
that they had price tags (real or wished for) 
that ran into the millions was the only 
description the reporters and newsmen 
considered . All other displays-however 
valuable and important as philatelic 
stars-were ignored . 

As those who attended these three 
shows observed , such few persons who 
did look at STAMPS , lined up for the aristo­
crats , not because they represented the 
choicest philatelic items in stampdom 's 
domain , but because they could tell friends 
they actually had seen a bit of printed 
paper worth $250 ,000 or more! This was 
obvious from the comments made as they 
were seen gawking at the Post Office 
Mauritius , Alexandria , British Guiana , 
1869 inverts and all the others . 

If so drastic a modification be made at 
future shows , what about the philatelists 
who build collections with a view of gar­
nering gold medals to improve their price 
realizations when they are later offered at 
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public auction? Or the lesser ones that are 
entered by what the late Steve Rich often 
called, " mug hunters? " 

Competitions are essential for the health 
and growth of our avocation . But they 
need not become a useless adjunct to 
events that really are a stupendous bourse. 

We would suggest that contests be orga­
nized once a year or more often when 
demand occasions them . The material sub­
mitted would be shipped to an adequately 
secure location for examination and ap­
praisal by judges. Instead of the normal six 
to l 0 days , the jury could have two or more 
weeks to do its job leisurely , convenient­
ly-and accurately. There would be no 
frames, but rather a " bin room " such as 
was customary in past shows when exhibi­
tors sent albums to supplement what was 

.J 
put under glass. 

Let us go a step further. Instead of 
accepting all comers, such " internation­
als" would accept only collections poten­
tially able to win a gold medal or higher 
award. Others would compete in smaller 
contests staged around the country which 
might be restricted to such speci fie spe-
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cialties as air-mails, U .S ., BNA , Europe, 
Asia, Africa , topicals , youth collections 
and all the rest. 

Think of what that would do for show 
organizers who are always faced with the 
task of finding adequately quali tied 
judges! 

They would need to find but relatively 
few specialists who really know particular 
areas of stampdom 's philatelic sections. 
With such an arrangement no competitor 
ever could say that his Pakistani treasures 
were under-rated because the international 
jury knew only German colonies or Latin 
America . 

This all may sound revolutionary. It 
should, because it was intended as such. 
But from a realistic point of view it is not 
quite so outlandish. The features that at­
tracted yesteryear's attendance at the big 
shows just don 't hold the same appeal for 
today 's exhibition visitors. The sports 
world, the entertainment producers and 
book publishers haven 't hesitated to modi­
fy and alter their products to meet popular­
ity demands . What 's stopping stampdom? 

(E.A.K.) 
Letters to the Editor 

I thoroughly enjoyed Ernest Kehr 's 
views on " Philatelic Entombment in the 
July CCP . It is a shame when philatelic 
material is put in the hands of institutions 
with no philatelic expertise and no lasting 
interest in the material. 

You mention three repositories that you 
believe do have the necessary qualified 
staff to handle philatelic material . I know 
the activities of the Smithsonian staff and 
support their choice. While I 'm not inti ­
mately familiar with the Spellman Muse­
um , I 've read and heard about their activi­
ties for many years . 

However , I do not see on what basis you 
have put the Wineburgh Library in the 
same category as the Smithsonain and 
Spellman . What I have been told and have 
read about this new facility would lead me 
to believe they would be more like Brown 
or Princeton. That is , when the current 
principal supporter is gone, the university 
will push the philatelic material in the 
corner of the cellar! 

I think you would be doing a great 
service to philately, and also to the mem­
bers of CCNY and the readers of the CCP, 
if you would elaborate on your choices, 
particularly the Wineburgh library, which 
is no doubt the least known of the three . 

Mr . Kehr replies: 

Herbert A. Trenchard 
Hyattsville , Md . 

Herbert Trenchard 's query is reasonable 
as the Wineburgh library is only a couple 
of years old. However , while I was in 
Dallas recently, I was assured by both he 
and University of Texas officials that it 
had been so funded that it would continue 
to serve philatelists (and others) on a 
permanent and useful basis . 



THE GREAT SHAW FIND 

Fisherman talk of the big one that got away. Bridge players talk of the 
grand slam they almost made. Golfers recall the time they missed the hole 
in one by inches. And stamp collectors talk of the great finds made long 
before their time. 

Typical cover from the Shaw find franked with six 1869 3c ult. and a 3c 1861 with 
grill. Note Miss Shaw' s penciled notation of remittance contained therein-her 
method of filing. 
By Herman Herst, Jr. 

T remendously valuable find s were not 
unusual in the philatelic past. Most of 

these great stamp find s involved covers, 
fo r non-collecting fo lk are much more 
likely to fi le away hoards of old letters, 
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than sheets of mint stamps. Nevertheless , 
great stamp fi nds have been made. A 
writing desk in Buccleuch Castle in Brit­
ain for more than a century hid a bottom 
block of 48 stamps, comprising the last 
fo ur rows of a sheet of the twopence blue 
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of 1840, worth a veritable King's ransom. 
The Bible of an Irish immigrant house­
maid carefully preserved the only multi­
ple known in mint form of the very rare le 
Perf. 11 Franklin (#594, Scott $6,000 
each.) 

In New Orleans, the correspondence of 
Carroll, Hoy & Co., and Buchanan, Car­
roll & Co. when found, changed hands for 
but a few hundred dollars , but were one 
able to add up each item today in a 
collection, it would reach well into the 
millions. 

The Payen find of covers came from 
Bordeaux, France , and included some of 
the most magnificent 19th century covers 
known. The August Heard correspon­
dence in Boston, the Seth Low covers in 
New York, and many others will be 
remembered as long as there are collec­
tors. Every auction sale of rarities con­
tains at least some of these, it would 
seem . 

Towards the close of the last century, 
the collecting of our early covers was not 
engaged in to any extent, and finds made 
up to that time were lost as far as identify­
ing them was concerned, for the stamps 
were immediately soaked off and sold . 
The extent to which this was done can be 
estimated by just one stamp, the 90c , 
1869. It is really not a rare stamp in used 
condition; virtually every sale of U.S. 
stamps has one or more. Yet, the only 
example known on cover has not gone 
unchallenged. Each of the hundreds, even 
thousands of used examples known was at 
one time on a piece of mail, yet only the 
single piece has survived and , as suggest­
ed, even that one has not convinced 
everyone that it is authentic. 

One great find of which details were 
recently unearthed took place over a half 
century ago, in Maine. Covers addressed 
to H . B . Shaw are frequently encoun­
tered, which is really not surprising when 
one learns that the find comprised 
150,000 covers. This is a terrific number, 
and it is even more incredible that the 
holding should have remained intact a 
half century or more. And who was H. B. 
Shaw? 
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When the United States Post Office 
honored the mail order business in 1972 
with a commemorative stamp, supposed­
ly honoring its centenary (Scott# 1472) , 
it chose the birthday of the of the business 
establ ished in Chicago in 1872 by Aaron 
Montgomery Ward. Philatelists could 
have told the Post Office that Montgom­
ery Ward was not the first mail order 
business. Harriet-yes, Harriet-B . 
Shaw was selling articles by mail from 
Alfred, Maine long before. To the fair sex 
goes the credit for establishing the first 
mail order business of consequence. 

The fact that Harriet Shaw was a bit on 
the dishonest side should not detract a 
century and more later from her ideas. 
She sold a sewing machine for a dollar ; it 
was a little rack to hold a needle, a 
thimble, and thread . She was one of the 
first to offer a magnicent steel engraving 
of George Washington, done by the finest 
engravers in the country , for two dollars . 
(Each person ordering received a dollar 
bill!) She also sold wigs .. . this was 
perhaps her fastest selling item. 

She advertised in small papers all over 
the country, looking not only for the 
gull ible , but for those who lived in rural 
areas who cou ld not get to a city to buy 
their needs. Since most of her clients did 
not have access to banks , nor did they 
have checking accounts, most of her re­
mittances were in cash. And since regis­
try at that time cost but a few cents (and 
the Money Order system did not come 
along until later in the century) , a large 
number of the letters reaching Miss Shaw 
were registered. This assured a good 
variety of stamps on the covers; the small 
Post Offices which accepted the mail 
destined for her had a larger supply of low 
valued stamps than high values . 

It is surprising how many covers with 
bisected stamps were included in the 
Shaw find, but this can no doubt be 
attributed to the same fact: the tiny post 
offices from which so many of her orders 
emanted did not have a large stock of 
stamps, and often found themselves short 
of certain values. 

Since Miss Shaw was at the peak of her 



Harr iet Shaw's home in Alfred, Maine, headquarters for her lucrative mail order 
business. 
career in the late 1860s and early 1870s, 
the 1869 stamps were well represented 
among her covers . 

We are indebted to the " 1869 Times," 
the quarterly newsletter of the United 
States 1869 Pictorial Research Associ­
ates, for much of the information on the 
Shaw find. The Associates' interest in the 
1869 issue, so greatly enriched by the 
Shaw correspondence , has resulted in 
some digging into the past. J . David 
Baker , in his historic study on the Postal 
History of Indiana credits the Shaw hold­
ing for permitting the existence of so 
many covers from small Indiana towns . 
R.H . Lounsbery, of Ithaca, N.Y. while 
traveling in Maine happened upon Al­
fred, and being curious about Miss Shaw , 
he found the actual home from which she 
had conducted her business, where Ster­
ling Dow (author of ''The Postal History 
of Maine '') had made this great find long 
before . 

But even better , the preservation of a 
story in " Stamps" magazine, undated , 
but written many years ago, has given us 
the story of the find itself, in the very 
words of Mr . Dow who had the great 
stroke of luck . Oddly , in his lengthy 
account , he neglects to give us the year 
that good fortune struck him. 

In hi s narrative , Dow tells of meeting 
an old gentleman who was a restorer of 
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antique furniture . Did the restorer ever 
come upon old letters in old desks or 
cabinets, he asked . The repairmen did 
recall a quantity of old letters in a job he 
had done years before . The location was 
Alfred, Maine. 

Dow had a friend from Alfred . He was 
smart enough to know that were he to visit 
the home as a stranger he might not get 
anywhere. He was elated to find, howev­
er that his friend was well acquainted with 
the residents of the Shaw house. The two 
of them went to Alfred where they had no 
trouble establishing a friend ly relation­
ship. Dow bided his time before mention­
ing the real reason for the visit. He found 
the family only too happy to have some­
one save them the trouble of moving the 
huge cache of letters that happily had 
been protected from the elements, but 
which no one wanted . 

Dow went to a local grocer and pur­
chased several barrels which he loaded 
with covers. He then had the Express 
Company pick up the barrels for delivery 
to his home . (In later years, Mr. Dow 
resided in Waldoboro , Maine , but it is not 
known if at the time of the find, he was a 
resident of that place .) 

Sad to say, the shipment went astray . 
Dow waited in vain for its arrival, but it 
was definitely lost. Disappointed , he de­
cided that another trip to Alfred was in 
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order; he had by no means cleaned out the 
lot. He obtained three more barrels from 
the grocer, filled them, and this time his 
luck was better. The shipment arrived in 
good shape. 

Dow, like most of his friends, had little 
interest in covers, and he worked ardu­
ously with the basin, soaking the stamps 
off them. Fortunately, he kept the more 
interesting covers intact, including bi­
sects, multiples, and items unusual in one 
respect or another. 

In his reco llections, Dow gives the 
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Sterling Dow, discoverer of the "Great 
Shaw Find." 
years of Miss Shaw's activities as be­
tween 1865 and 1880 , which more or less 
fits the issues of stamps on her covers . 
They came from, ''every nook and cran­
ny of the United States, lots of them from 
Canada, and even from Brazil and Ger­
many ." The covers had been tied with 
stri ng in bundles of JOO. On each, Miss 
Shaw had written in pencil the remittance 
that the cover had contained. It was a 
simple fi ling system. Months later , in the 
event of a dispute, she could find the 
original cover, and learn how much mon­
ey there had been inside of it. 
Dow had his fun, and as he progressed 
in philately, and became more and more 
interested in Maine postal history , the 
events of the two finds of decades before 
passed from his mind . Not until 1926, 
according to his memoirs , did they come 
back to haunt him. A non-collector 
gained knowledge of the existence of 
some 30,000 covers that Dow had left 
behind, and purchased the lot for the 
proverbial song from the owners . Having 
no one to whom to sell them, inquiry of 
friends as to a possible purchaser, brought 
the new owner to Dow. Dow must have 
been in a state of shock to note the name 
on each cover, "H.B. Shaw." He bought 
the entire lot , and it is undoubtedly from 
this final purchase that most of the Shaw 
covers around today came. By this time , 
covers were beginning to be greatly 
sought , and Dow did not repeat his earlier 
mistake . 

He recalled in later years when he 
wrote his memoirs, that each barrel held 
250 bundles of 100 covers each, giving 
him the total of 150,000 covers which he 

Continued on page 393 



THE UNITED STATES POSTAL STATION 
at the 

1900 PARIS EXPOSITION 

A Postscript 

By Martin F. Stempien, Jr. 

I n their article on the United States Postal Station at the 1900 Paris Exposition (C. C. P . 
57(3) , 162) , Messrs. Langford and Hayhurst report that only 179 pieces of mail were 

registered at the station . This led me to search out a cover acquired some years ago bearing 
the more common American Postal Machines Company canceller (thei r Fig. I) which had 
also been registered . The cover turned out to be interesting from a number of points, and I 
thought to share it with readers of " The Philatelist." 
I ) It is a letter sheet with an imprinted 15-
centime blue Sage stamp. In addition , 
it carries two sides of printed advertis­
ing which allowed the private issuer to 
sell it for less than the face value of the 
stamp (JO-centimes). (Fig . 2) 

2) Both a 1-centi me Sage (Sc . 86) and a 
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brown seal commemorating the exposi­
tion were fixed to the front of the piece . 

3) All three were cancelled and tied by 
two strikes of the American Postal 
Machines Company canceller dated 
OCT 29, 10 AM. 

4) At a later time, by person or persons 
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unknown, a 15-centime (Sc. 92) and a 
5-centime (Sc. 105) Sage were added, 
cancelled and tied by several very poor 
strikes of the circular date stamp of the 
lnvalides Postal Station of the French 
Postal Stations at the exposition. A 
clearer strike of the canceller was 
placed along side the stamps . Still, it is 
not absolutely clear whether the date of 
this stamp is 30 or 31 October. A very 
careful examination of the poor strikes 
tying the 5-centime and 10-centime 
Sages to the cover indicate that they 
were probably applied in the afternoon. 
It is just possible to make out, after the 
smudged hour block, the letter S 
(SOI R) on two of the strikes. This 
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seems to suggest that the progression of 
date stamps is I) American Station , IO 
AM, OCT 29; 2) lnvalides Station 
registration , - PM , OCT 29; 3) res­
tamped at lnvalides Station , 9:45 AM, 
OCT 30. 

5) Along side of these is a provisional (?) 
pink registration etiquette of the Inva­
lides Station of the French Postal Sta­
tions at the exposition. The registration 
ettiquette partially covers not only a 
part of the imprinted stamp , but also a 
bit of the flag canceller , con firming 
that it and the two Sage stamps were 
added at a later time . 

6) No arrival date stamp occurs anywhere 
on the letter. 
rf~· .u. va. ~ .. -~ 
J#rm I~ ~ v~i:;;,;~ , 

-:;e ,: 

The Stempien cover. 

The cover poses several questions . Was the original cover, with the seal and I-centime 
Sage , cancelled by favor, then addressed and carried to the French Postal Station to be 
mailed? (Were unaddressed, made up , cancelled covers sold as souvenirs at the United 
States Pavilion?) If so, why wasn't the cover registered at the United States Postal Station in 
the first place? Instead of add ing a I-centime stamp, a 5-centime stamp would have paid the 
registration fee. As it was , 16-centimes excess postage had to be used on the cover. This 
leads one to ask further whether registry was available at all times for all letters at the United 
States Station , or was it on ly avai lable for mail directed to the United States , requiring all 
other mail to be processed through a French Post Office? 



PHILATELIC HYPE 

Although the Philippines released the pair of stamps issued on Nov. 22, 
1975 to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the first trans-Pacific air 

mail flight by the China Clipper, it was actually the brain-child of Pan 
Am's public relations department. It was their energies and expertise that 

garnered the event international press coverage and brought the issue to 
the attention of the philatelic buyer. 

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 
Commemorating the 
40th Anniversary of 

1935 

THE FIRST TRANS­
PACIFIC AIRMAIL FLIGHT 

1975 

OF PAN AM'S CHINA CLIPPER 
FROM SAN FRANCISCO TO MANILA VIA AIR MAIL 
By Ernest A. Kehr 

N ot every postage stamp a government 
issues to commemorate a specific 

event just " happens ." In many instances 
it takes advance planning and in some 
cases, a bit of lobbying . This should be 
obvious to American philatelists . As we 
know, on any number of occasions the 
Postal Service has publicized the fact that 
its Citizens Advisory Stamp Committee is 
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overwhelmed with as many as 3,000 
requests for commemorative stamps from 
vested interests. 

The pair of stamps the Philippines 
released on Nov. 22, 1975 , to mark the 
40th anniversary of the first trans-Pacific 
air-mail flight by the " China Clipper" 
represents a case in point. Although the 
Bureau of Posts in Manila provided the 
philatelic press with an announcement 
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and technical detail s of the issue , it re­
mained for us to dig up the background 
data. We had been in the Philippines for 
the aero-philatelic exhibitions and cere­
monies hosted by Pan American World 
Airways and several branches of the Fili­
pino Government , and were able to ques­
tion all of the individuals associated with 
the petitioning , authori zation and produc­
tion of the issue . 

Pan American had been fl ying interna­
tional routes-first from Florida to Cuba, 
and then throughout Latin America-for 
a decade and a half before Juan T . Trippe 
and his executive aides began looking for 
ways in which to span the Atlantic with 
the lucrative passenger , mail and cargo 
business European destinations would 
provide . 

Exactly how and why the Roosevelt 
Administration could not certificate a 
trans-Atlantic run in the mid-thirties­
chiefly because of British pressures-i s 
another story. Indeed , why Pan Am was 
requested to fl y across the larger, ocean 
makes for some interesting political read­
ing, but we 'll skip that , too , and concen­
trate on the story of the 1975 commemo­
ratives. 

Back on May 25, 1974, Carlos P. 
Angeles , Pan Am 's Manager of Public 
Relations in Manila, wrote a letter to the 
relatively new Postmaster General of the 
Philippines , Gen. Felizardo R . Tanabe , 
reminding him of the anniversary date 
which would come 18 months later. Rath­
er well acquainted with stamps and the 
popular avocation of collecting them, 
Don Carlos was able to make a strong 
appeal for a special issue celebrating an 
event that had meant much for friendship 
and commerce between the United States 
and the Philippines back in 1935 , and in 
the ensuing years .. 

Five days later , Pedro P. Gambalan , 
Gen. Tanabe 's first deputy , replied , say­
ing that Don Carlos ' petition ' " ... . may 
be considered in our stamp program sub­
ject to the availability of funds. " He did 
intimate that the Bureau of Posts would be 
willing to approve '' ... the use of special 
slogan cancellers in some post offices , the 
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expense of which shall be borne by your 
(Pan Am's) office." 

During ensuing weeks , Don Carlos and 
other Pan Am officials pursued the re­
quest and before the end of 1974, it was 
pretty well understood that the desired 
commemoratives would be issued the 
following November. 

At this point , Nemesio Dimanlig, a 
veteran artist in the regular employ of the 
Philippine Bureau of Posts as a stamp 
designer, was instructed to commence the 
work of creating an appropriate picture 
for the commemorative . 

Dimanlig had been designing stamps 
for well over 20 years , having been com­
missioned to create his first one back in 
the days when fo rmer Postmaster General 
Enrico Palomar sti ll was head of the 
Phil atelic Office at the Bureau of Posts. In 
addition to his stamp work, he was, and is , 
in constant demand to execute portraits on 
commissio n for the Filipino e lite . When 
Ferdinand Marcos became president , he 
not only had Dimanlig make the ' 'offi­
cial ' ' portraits of himself and Mrs . Mar­
cos , but later, private o nes of their chil­
dren and other relatives . 

Characteristic of his insistence upon 
pictorial as well as historical accuracy , 
Dimanlig obtained from Pan Am a dos­
sier about the first flight along with a 
number of photographs of the ''China 
Clipper.' ' After studying it he began 
work. His first sketch depicted the fam­
ous Martin flying boat superimposed on 
the eastern half of the globe and a modern 
747 super-jetliner with Pan Am markings 
behind it to the right over the western half 
of the globe . Appropriate inscriptions 
complete this rough essay . 

A second essay featured only the four­
engined Clipper of 1935 flying over a 
precise map of the Pacific on which the 
four intermediate stops between San 
Francisco and Manila are linked to show 
the exact route the airship covered . 

A third essay had the 747 flying above 
the "China Clipper " with " 1935 " and 
'' 1975 '' between them . At left is the half­
globe with ''Manila/Philippines'' and the 
Filipino· flag , while at the right is ' 'San 
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_FIRST ANS-PACIFIC CHINA ·cuPPER AIRMAIL'. FLIGHT ~ _ 
- ; ·sA1 ~ ._ RANCISCO-:- MANILA _NOVE.MBER. _ 1935 

Various essays drawn by Nemisio Dimanlig for the 1975 commemoratives marking 
the 40th anniversary of the first trans-Pacific air mail flight by the China Clipper. 
Francisco/U.S .A." and Old Glory . Both 
flags are supplemented by a circle enclos­
ing a five-pointed star. Again, appropriate 
inscriptions are included . 

It was the one selected by both Pan Am 
and the Bureau of Posts . Dimanlig was 
then asked to make several slight modifi­
cations before undertaking the job of sup­
plying a finished piece of art work. 

For example, the figure of value, which 
had been placed in the upper right corner, 
was dropped to the lower right. The city 
names were printed in a single line beneath 
the flags, and the circle stars were re­
moved. Also, the two-line inscription , 
"First trans-Pacific China Clipper Flight/ 
San Francisco Manila November 1935, '' 
is flush left instead of centered as in the 
essay . 

Completed, the arr work was approved 
by the Bureau of Posts , and sent to the 
Neda-APO Production Unit in Manila, 
where it was printed by multi-color offset 
in sheets of 50 subjects (5X10). The 
background color of the 60-centimo, for 
domestic air-mail , is a bright apple green; 
that of the l 1h -piso , for air-mail to the 
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United States , is in the blue hue which 
Pan Am has used as its trade-mark color 
for about half a century . 

Ceremonies for the release of these 
stamps probably were the most elaborate 
in this reporter's memory . Both the Bu­
reau of Posts and Pan Am were unre­
strained in making it a most impressive 
anniversary occasion . In fact , they were 
spread over a period of 11 days and two 
nations . 

On Nov . 22nd 1975 the actual date of 
the " China Clipper's " departure from 
Alameda 40 years ago with only a seven­
man crew under the leadership of Capt. Ed 
Musick and some 111 ,000 pieces of air­
mail , Acting Postmaster General Gamba­
lan; the Mayors of Manila and Makati ; a 
delegation of Pan Am officials led by 
Douglas MacKenzie the airline's Philip­
pines manager; and a specially invited 
group of philatelists assembled in the 
ballroom of Pan Am 's Intercontinental 
Hotel for the first ceremony. There the 
stamps were placed on sale to assembled 
visitors, and given a distinctive postmark 
at a specially installed post office branch. 



Providing a background for the event was 
an exhibit of covers and display pictures 
relating to the 1935 flight supplied by Pan 
Am's New York archives and by private 
collectors who had been invited to loan 
their treasures for the occasion by Frank 
Stanfield , a Manila Philatelist, and his 
wife , Linda. 

Another special first-day postmark was 
applied at the post office on the mezza­
nine of the Manila Hilton , where a 
second air-mail sQ.ow (of specially solicit­
ed Filipino first flight covers beginning 
with the Ruth Law hops of 1919) was 
staged. A third distinctive postmark was 
applied at the Main Manila Post Office . 

On Nov. 29, the date on which the 
clipper arrived 40 years before, airline , 
civic, postal, U.S. Embassy and philatel­
ic dignitaries gathered at the Admiral 's 
landing on Manila Bay and dedicated a 
monumental marker placed on the exact 
spot where Capt. Musick stepped off the 
plane to deliver the first mail to be flown 
across the Pacific . (Jesus Garcia , now 85 
years old and the official who accepted 
and later distributed those souvenir and 
business letters, was there as an honored 
guest.) 

Following the dedication which was 
fully covered by all communications me­
dia, the party crossed Luneta Park for a 
luncheon at the Army Navy Club, one of 
Manila 's most exclusive . At its conclu­
sion Mr. Gambalan surprised Pan Am 
executives who had come for this day 's 
events from Tokyo , Hong Kong and Sin­
gapore , by giving each a huge hand­
carved wooden frame in which were com­
plete sheets of mint stamps, a first day 
cover and laudatory engrossing . 

Plans originally conceived by Pan 
Am's headquarters in New York, called 
for the presence of Jaun T. Trippe, 
founder of PAA, and James A. Farley, 
U.S. Postmaster General in 1935, both of 
whom had been the main speakers at the 
departure ceremony 40 years earlier. Ad­
vanced age , and the strain of a flight 
halfway around the world, led them to 
decline the invitation . 
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To compensate for this, Pan Am decid­
ed to have another ceremony in San 
Francisco on the anniversary of the flying 
boat's return to California. The airline 
invited Filipino postal officials to make 
the trip across the Paci fie for this occasion 
and on Dec . l, Flight 842 left the Interna­
tional Airport with Mr. Garcia and his 
wife , Teofila, who presently is veteran 
head of the Philatelic Department; Mr. 
Dimanlig and three members of the Inter­
national Mail Division of the Philipino 
Bureau of Posts . 

In Honolulu , the party was joined by 
Gen. Tanabe , who had been in Mel­
bourne for the annual congress of the 
Southeast Asian Postal Union, his wife 
and a daughter. 

The following day the entire party were 
guests of the San Francisco Chamber of 
Commerce , which hosted a luncheon at 
the exclusive World Trade Club. Mr. 
Farley still was unable to attend, but Mr. 
Trippe did come, as did Chan Wright and 
W. T. Jarboe , the only two living mem­
bers of the original " China Clipper " 
crew. Also present as guests were Mayor 
Joseph Alioto, of San Francisco , and the 
mayors of six adjacent cities, including 
the Mayor of Alameda who didn't fail to 
remind the guests that the plane had left 
from his community not from San Francis­
co. William J. Sullivan, Assistant Postmas­
ter General for the Western Region, repre­
sented P.M.G. Benjamin F. Bailar, who 
sent his regrets . 

Every guest was given a specially pre­
pared presentation folder by Gen . Ta­
nabe , each containing blocks of the two 
stamps and a first-day cover individually 
inscribed by both himself and Mr. Di­
manlig . Huge frames, similar to the ones 
presented in Manila four days earlier, 
were formally given to Mr. Trippe and 
Mr. Sullivan . 

Thus, with much fanfare and drum­
beating, was a commemorative issue 
launched . . . not an unusual happening 
in these days of the· "ioedia hype . " It 
would be interesting, indeed, to assess its 
effect on the collector at large. 
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EXTRAORDINARY POSTAGE STAMPS CONTRIBUTION 

It was only ten years after the birth of the penny post when the Illustrated London 
News of May 8, 1850 ran this dire tale of a Victorian damsel in distress. Unearthed 
by that inveterate perquisitor, Bernard D. Harmer, this bit of philatelic whimsey 
seems to have been inspired by the beleagured princess in Rumpelstiltskin who 
had to weave gold out of straw or lose her child. 

SoME time since, there appeared in the public journals a statement to the 
effect that a certain young lady, under age, was to be placed in a convent, by 
her father, if she did not procure, before the 30th of April last, one million of 
used postage stamps. This caused numerous persons to forward stamps for the 
purpose of securing her liberty. In March last, a lady, a member of one of the first 
families in Derbyshire, residing not many miles from Derby, mentioned the condi­
tions to her friends, and in a short time the lady began to receive packages by 
post and railway from every quarter , which poured in in such numbers, 
that, in ten days, during last Aprii, she received parcels containg mil­
lions of stamps. The walking postman, who was in the habit of delivering a few 
letters daily at the mansion where the lady resides, became so loaded with letters 
and packages containing Queen's heads, that it was necessary to employ another 
man to assist him. On one morning between ninety and one hundred letters 
and packets arrived by post, and on another between 120 and 130. Thgse were 
in addition to multitudes which arrived on other days. Iloxes, bales, and 
packages also poured in byrailway; and to such an extent that it became ne­
cessary to give public notice, by advertisements and printed circulars, that it was 
urgently desired no more stamps should be sent, as the young lady had pro­
cured the number she required. The accompanying Sketch gives some idea of 
the packages. One of them is a large wine-hamper; another, a large wine­
cooler; next, a large clothes-basket. The two latter were used to put the 
8maller packets in as they arrived, being, altogether, many bushels. 
Next is a packet from a great mercantile house in London, and con­
taining 240,000 Queen's heads. There was, also, a t<ia-chest full, sent 
from another quarter. There were nine boxes between one and two feet 
long, a foot wide, and from four to ten inches deep ; seven packages between 
one and two feet long, a foot wide, aRd about six inches deep. Smaller packets 
formed a heap two feet six inches long, one foot wide, and one foot six inches 
deep ; and two bilSkets two feet long, one foot six inches wide, and one foot fonr 
inches deep were filled ; besides which, many boxes full were not received, but 
sent back to the railway station. In addition to thitJ accumulation, letcers from 
all quarters arrived ; many from persons of the highest rank, expressing the 
deepest sympathy and the most kindly feeling-. Numbers of them stated that 
large collections of heads would still be sent if required. 
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COLOMBIA 
PLATING THE "CUBIERT AS" OF 1890 

By Alex Rendon 

Continued from page 328, Vol . 57, No . 5, September 1978 
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Figure 10. 80 Centavos-Stone I. 
80 CENT A VOS-Stone I (Figure 10) 
Pos . I- In small "80 ," the "8" has a 
small projection at bottom left and white 
dash at bottom right , the " O" has a white 
dash at bottom left. Inside right of first 
" O " of COLOMBIA is broken. 
November 1978 
Pos. 2- In small " 80," the "8" has a 
projection at top left and the ''O '' has 
projections at top right and bottom left. 
Subtype 2a: Semi-circular flaw in ruled 
background, Smm . from top line and 
34mm. from right frameline . 
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Pos . 3-Break in top frameline over 
" CA " of REPUBLICA . Dot in line over 
" N " of left CENTAVOS . 
Pos . 4-Diagonal dash projecting from 
the outside of top frameline , 25mm . from 
left corner. 
Pos . 5-Small indentation in bottom right 
comer of " O" of DELCARADO. Tiny 
interruption in outside left frameline, 
32mm. from top comer. 
Pos. 6-Angle-shaped line above "E" 
of ' 'DE '' between REPUBLICA and CO­
LOMBIA . Break in left frameline, 
374 
23mm . from bottom corner with small 
line closing it on the outside . One line of 
ruled background interrupted 3mm . from 
right frameline , 11 mm. from bottom . 
Pos . 7-Dot inside " o " of " Salio de 

Pos . 8-Large break affecting several 
of the bottom lines of ruled background , 
65mm. from left frameline. 
Pos . 9-Line to the left and parallel to 
stem of "d" in " de 189 . 
Pos. I 0-Dot just above " R " of RE­
PUBLICA . 
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Figure 11. 80 Centavos-Stone II. 
80 CENT A VOS--Stone II (Figure 11) 
Pos . 1-Dot over ''n'' in ''en ... de 
.. . " Dot lmm . below bottom frame­
line, 9mm. from right corner. 



Pos. 2-Dot over " CE " in right CEN-
TAVOS. 
Pos. 3-Large dot in top inside frame-
line above second ''O '' of COLOMBIA. 
Pos. 4-Dot between body and tail of 
" n " in "en . .. de . . . " Vertical dash 
between right frameline and dot just to the 
left , lOmm . below top comer. 
Pos. 5- Dot inside " d " of "Salio de ." 
Dot just outside right frameline 20.5mm. 
below top comer. Thick dash connecting 
" O " and " L " of COLOMBIA. 
Pos. 6-Diagonal dash in ruled back-
ground , lOmm . from the top line and 
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3mm. from right frameline . 
Pos. 7- Dot just above "IO" of NA-
CIONALES . 
Pos. 8-In ''de 189 . . . ' ' there are two 
dashes just to the left of the ''8'' and line 
connecting the "8 " and "9." Angle-
shaped line just above top frameline 
54mm . from left comer. 
Pos. 9-Dot in top inside frameline 
over " L" of VALE. Small dash above 
top frameline 2.5m!11. from right comer. 
Pos. 10- Small diagonal dash just above 
top right comer. " A"ofVALEbrokenat 
right. 
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Figure 12. 90 Centavos-Stone I. 
90 CENTAVO~tone I (Figure 12) 
Pos. I - "0" of small " 90 " has one 
small projection outside at top right , an-
other outside at center left , also inside at 
center left and small white dot in top left. 
Pos. 2-Break in outside top frameline 
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above ''V ''of VALE. Shading of' '9 '' in 
large "90" interrupted at bottom . 
Pos . 3-lndentation at top of "9" in 
small "90 . " 
Pos. 4-Color dot Imm . above top 
frameline, 2 1 mm. from right corner. 
Pos. 5-lndentations at bottom of "9" 
and "O" in small "90. " 
Pos. 6- Indentation at bottom left of 
"O" in small "90." Color dot between 
top framelines above " M " of COLOM­
BIA. 
Pos. 7-Square-shaped indentation on 
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left side of "T" in left CENTAVOS . 
Pos . 8-White flaw in left leg of second 
"A" of NACION ALES . 
Pos. 9-Color dot inside bottom curl of 
"S" in left CENTAVOS . Small projec­
tion in back of "C" of right CENT A­
VOS. Color dot between top frame I inesa­
bove " A " of COLOMBIA . 
Pos . IO-White flaw in left side of "O" 
in small "90. " Small curved line at­
tached to inside left frameline, 29mm. 
from top corner. 
1893 
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Figure 13. 90 Centavos-Stone II. 
90 CENTAVOS-Stone II (Figure 13) 
Pos. I-Top frameline has I mm . inter­
ruption , 49mm. from left corner. 
Pos. 2-Large white flaw at top of ''C'' 
of CORREOS . Color dot just in front of 
front curl of " S" in "Salio de ... " 
Large thickening on outside of right fra­
meline IOmm . from top corner . 
Pos . 3-Two color dots below small 
''90,'' one to the left of the ''9, ''the other 



between the ''9' ' and the ''O . '' 
Pos. 4- Color dot between the two 
lines under left CENTAVOS, below the 
" C." Color dot to the bottom left of the 
"9" in small " 90." Color dot in the 
upper space between "9" and " O" in 
small "90. " 
Pos. 5-Small diagonal dash crossing 
right frameline , !Omm. from top corner. 
Right frameline has several small inter­
ruptions in the 5mm . before bottom cor­
ner . Color dot attached to line above ri.ght 
CENTAVOS , over the "E. " Two small 
November 1978 
projections in back part of " E " of right 
CENTAVOS . 
Pos. 6- Small curved lines attached to 
tops of scrolls under small " 90 ." 
Pos. 7- Small interruption in bottom 
frameline , 47mm . from right corner. 
Pos. 8- Color dot inside the " a " in 
"Salio de ... " Break in left leg of "A" 
of VALOR . 
Pos . 9-Angle-shaped flaw top line ru led 
background, under·" A" of VALOR. 
Pos. IO- Thickening on outside of right 
frameline, 19mm . from bottom corner. 
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Figure 14. 1 Peso-Stone I. 
I PESO-Stone I (Figure 14) 
Pos. I-Color dot to the right of foot of 
" P" in large PESO. Small diagonal dash 
3mm. to the left of " P" in left PESO . Dot 
in ruled background, l .5mm . from bot­
tom and 17mm . from left frameline. 
Pos. 2-lndentation in the front of " P " 
of left PESO. Color dot between ''S '' and 
" O " in large PESO . 
Pos. 3- Color dot attached to lower 
front of " P " in large PESO . 
Pos. 4---Color dash under large PESO, 
below the space between " E" and " O." 
Pos. 5- The PESOS error . The print-
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ing stone was not properly erased after 
printing the last value and an " S " of the 
previous right CENT A VOS remained 
creating the variety "PESOs " instead of 
" PESO." 
Pos. 6- ln the space between the " E" 
and the " S" of large PESO there is a 
small dash at top and dot at bottom. 
Pos . 7- Small color cluster just over 
" S " of large PESO . 
Pos . 8-Thr~e color dots at bottom of 
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space between "S " and " O " in large 
PESO . Small projection at right of top 
stroke of "E " of right PESO . Cluster of 
dots in space between Positions 8 and 10, 
13mm. from left corner. 
Pos . 9-lndentation in shading of " O " 
of large PESO. Large indentation at top of 
" O " in right PESO. 
Pos . 10--Color dot Imm. top frameline, 
over "CO" of COLOMBIA. Small break 
in back of " O" of large PESO. 
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Figure 15. 1 Peso-Stone II. 
1 PESO-Stone II (Figure 15) 
Pos. 1-Color dot just above and to the 
left of " V" of VALOR. Color dot in 
ruled background , 7 .5mm . from bottom 
and 40mm . from left frameline. 
Pos. 2-Small diagonal dashes at bot­
tom of ruled background, 55mm . and 
60mm. from left frameline . 
Pos. 3-Small projection in center of 
back of " P" of left PESO and two mall 
dots just to the left of same " P." Large 
square indentation at top of ''O '' of right 
PESO . 
Pos . 4-Line above right PESO broken 



over the "S." Color dot in ruled back­
ground, I Imm . from bottom and 9mm. 
from left frameline . Color dot between 
framelines , above " 1" of COLOMBIA. 
Pos. 5- Three color dots in ruled back­
ground, one 7mm . from bottom and 
30mm. from left frameline, the second 
!Omm. from bottom and 45mm . from left 
frameline and the third 4mm. from bot­
tom and 2mm. from left frameline. 
Pos. 6-In the ruled background there 
are two dots near the .top right corner and 
one 8mm . from bottom and 4mm . from 
left frameline . 
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Pos. 7-Large color dot at the top cen­
ter of the space between the " S" of 
NACIONALES and the Coat of Arms . 
Pos. 8-Elongated S-shaped line and 
dot in ruled background, 5mm . from 
bottom and 65mm . from left frameline . 
Indentation at top right of "O" in VA­
LOR. 
Pos. 9-Small dash just to the left of 
'' P '' in left PESO . Subtype 9a-Diagonal 
line , 7mm. long, at bottom of ruled back­
ground, 38mm . from right frameline . 
Pos. IO-Small interruption in top 
framelines, 2mm . from left corner. 
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Figure 16. 1 Peso-Stone III . 
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I PESO-Stone III (Figure 16) 
Pos . I-Color dot attached to top 
frameline and curved line over it, 52mm . 
from left corner. Two small dots to the 
left of curve at end of line under left 
PESO . 
Pos. 2-Large interruption in left 
framelines, starting at 13mm . from top 
corner. Thickening on outside of right 
frameline , 6mm. from bottom corner. 
Pos . 3- Thickening on top of top 
frameline, 2mm. long , 48mm . from left 
corner. 
Pos. 4- Dash between top framelines 
over center of right wing of Condor, 
61 mm . from right corner. 
Pos . 5- Small thickenings affecting 
several lines of ruled background near 
bottom left corne1 giving the appearance 
of a large irregular dot. Small projection 
in top center of "P" in right PESO. 
Pos. 6- Color dot in line under left 
PESO , just to the left of the ' 'P. ''Outside 
of right frameline has a 3mm . long thick­
ening which ends at l 8mm . from bottom 
corner. 
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Pos . 7-Small cluster of dots to the top 
right of " O " in right PESO . Cluster of 
dots just above left top of small " I. " 
Color dot just below line above left 
PESO , over the " P." 
Pos. 8-Colordotjust below line above 
right PESO , over and to the right of the 
''S. ,, 
Pos. 9-Color dash just below line 
above left PESO , centered over the 
" ES ." Diagonal dash connecting the bot­
tom three lines of ruled background , 
30mm. from right frameline . 
Pos. IO- Diagonal line crossing inside 
top frameline above "P" of REPUB­
LICA and color dot just over top frame­
line . Large Y-shaped scratch affecting 
right frameline and several lines of ruled 
background , near bottom right corner. 
Pos. I I- Improper transfer affecting the 
tops of " E" and "S" in large PESO . 
Pos. 12- Small lines and dot attached to 
corner under the ''O '' of left PESO. 
Diagonal line in ruled background , 8mm . 
from bottom and 14mm. from right 
frameline. 
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Figure 17. 1 Peso-Stone IV. 
Continued on page 393 



The U.S. 20-Cent Parcel Post Stamp of 1912 
(A Correction) 

Figure 4. 
By Philip M. Silver 

I n my 20-cent parcel post article in the 
March 1975 issue of ' 'The Collectors 

Club Philatelist,'' I came to several con­
clusions with reference to the 43 cents in 
postage (paid with two 20-cent parcel post 
stamps and one 3-cent postage stamp) as 
shown in Figure 4 on page 83: 
I . I assumed the parcel traveled one zone . 
2. I assumed that first-class postage of 3 

cents had to be paid for the bill that was 
enclosed in the tag envelope. 

Correspondence with Mr. Henry M. 
Gobie of South Miami, Florida indicates 
both conclusions were erroneous . 

First , Mr. Gobie, a retired postal em­
ployee, points out that the distance be­
tween Quincy , Illinois and Sherman , Tex­
as is "something over 600 miles . " This 
would subject the parcel to 5th zone rates . 
Next , he states that the ' 'invoice or bill 
would NOT require additional postage . ' ' I 
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am indebted to Mr. Gobie for both pieces 
of information. 

Breaking down the 43-cent rate, he 
concludes that, effective in 1914, the 5th 
zone parcel post rates were 8 cents for the 
first pound and 6 cents for each additional 
pound. Thus, "the postage paid was 38¢ 
for six pounds, plus 5c for insurance, up to 
$25-for a total of 43c . ' ' 

This seems quite logical and the Figure 
4 piece would then be a totally paid parcel 
post item, making it more unusual and 
desirable in the post July I , 1913, period , 
when payment for parcel post with parcel 
post stamps was no longer required, per 
Postmaster General's Order Number 
7421 , dated June 27 , 1913. 

I hope Mr. Gobie is correct about the 5-
cent insurance fee, however; there is no 
indication on either side of the tag enve­
lope that such service was paid for. 
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The Clubhouse 
The Meeting of March 17, 1978 
NICARAGUA (To 1912) 
Presented by Joseph M. Sousa 

T hose members who attended Colonel 
Sousa 's lecture on Nicaragua were 

presented with a most entertaining and 
informative study of the early stamps of 
Nicaragua. His remarks follow: 

''Collecting the postage stamps of Nica­
ragua will provide any collector with all 
the fascination and challenge for which 
the hobby of philately is noted. If the 
study of cancellations, postal rates , and 
the acquisition of postally used material is 
added, the quest for completion can easily 
become a lifetime pursuit. Many of the 
seemingly inexhaustible surcharges and 
overprints with their endless varieties 
were printed in relatively small quantities 
and are not known to exist on cover. In 
my opinion the collecting of Nicaragua's 
stamps and related material today or in the 
near future will provide an agreeable 
surprise to the philatelist who thinks the 
golden age of stamp collecting is in the 
past and that the opportunity to do origi­
nal research and to acquire an impressive 
collection no longer exists. 

For the research minded collector with 
unlimited funds there is the fascinating 
study of how the mails to and from the 
California gold fields were transhipped 
across Nicaragua. Such a study would 
include the search for a local stamp ru­
mored to have been issued by The Wines 
and Company Express which at one time 
held the monopoly to handle such mail. 

Or for a real challenge, develop a 
collection based upon the letters ad­
dressed to and mailed from William 
Walker's filibuster army in Nicaragua 
during 1855-1859. It is estimated that 
approximately 5 ,000 volunteers of many 
nationalities served under Walker. More 
Americans died fighting for Walker than 
died from wounds in the Spanish-Ameri­
can War. Over half of Walker's filibus­
ters are reported to have died, either from 
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battle wounds or disease . This unpleasant 
and violent episode in Nicaragua 's color­
ful history poses a number of yet unan­
swered philatelic questions. How was 
their mail handled? What covers have 
survived to this day? How can the covers 
be identified? What postal markings do 
they bear? 

Stamp collectors from the earliest days 
of Nicaragua's first stamp issue of 1862 
have been aware of that country 's phila­
telic attraction but for a number of reasons 
have not considered seriously collecting 
the stamps of Nicaragua . Just acquiring a 
collection of Scott Catalogue listed items 
(over 3 ,670 varieties listed in the 1978 
edition) is a formidable task. Identifying 
the numerous surcharges and overprints, 
including the many unrecorded and un­
catalogued printing varieties will provide 
an enjoyable challenge to the most knowl­
edgeable collector. Many collectors hold 
the collecting of Nicaragua's stamps in 
low regard because of misinformation 
and oft-repeated tales of chicanery and 
fraud as well as the frequent counterfeit­
ing of the earlier cancellations, sur­
charges , overprints and some issues of the 
1930 's . To the alert collector, however , 

· this should spur him to realize that this is 
indeed a country whose colorful and vio­
lent history lends itself readily to special­
ization in the collecting of its stamps. 

For convenience , I divide Nicaragua's 
postal history into seven periods . I pro­
pose to discuss the first four. 

Early period-(Prior to 1862) Nicara­
gua issued its first postage stamps in 
1862 . 

Interim period (1862-1889) . During 
this period postage stamps for interior use 
were issued . Cancelling devices were 
introduced and a national postal system 
evolved. In 1882, Nicaragua joined the 
Universal Postal Union. 

Seebeck period-(1890-1899) . It was 
in this period that Nicholas F. Seebeck 
provided Nicaragua with ten annual sets 
of postage and official stamps and four 



annual sets of postage due stamps . 
Surcharge period-( 1900-1912). The 

financial instability of the Nicaraguan 
government is reflected in the numerous 
surcharges and schemes devised to pro­
vide postal paper with a minimum expen­
diture of cash. 

Cordoba period-( 1913-1921). The 
customs revenues of the country were 
collected by American officials. The cur­
rency was stabilized and a new monetary 
unit "Peso de Cordoba" equivalent to 
one U. S . gold dollar and divided into 100 
centavos de Cordoba. 

G. P. 0. : Reconstruction period-
( 1921-1937). The General Post Office 
building in Managua was destroyed by 
fire in 1921. Tax stamps to be affixed to 
every letter were decreed in 1921. The 
proceeds were to be assigned to a fund to 
rebuild the G.P.O. On September 15 , 
1930, the new post office was opened. On 
March 31, 1931, the greatest earthquake 
in Central America's history and a subse­
quent fire destroyed the G .P.O . Again a 
postal tax was decreed to build another 
G.P.O. 

Modern-( 1938 - to date). The unceas­
ing overprinting and surcharging and is­
suing of provisional issues ended in 1937. 
EARLY PERIOD 

The postal system of Nicaragua during 
the days of the Spanish Empire was con­
trolled by the Captain-Generalcy of Gua­
temala . Most of the existing pieces or 
envelope fronts which have distinctive 
marks indicating cities or offices of origin 
in Nicaragua are from official archives . 
Several pieces removed from packages 
containing official documents are shown 
in the frames . 

Following the independence of Nicara­
gua in 1821 , the political situation was 
chaotic and it appears that the postal 
administration felt the effect. Most of the 
correspondence originating in Nicaragua 
during the period 1821-1862 is recogniz­
able only from the contents or by manu­
script notations on the envelopes . 

Covers with handstruck cancellations 
showing origin from a Nicaraguan post 
office are extremely rare. Such a cover is 
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shown here tonight. It bears a black 
rectangle containing the words "FRAN­
QUEADO EN CORINTO" with a leaf 
design on each side. It also has a hand­
stamped circle in black with the inscrip­
tion "STEAMSHIP 10" which is, of 
course , a U. S. marking. The cover was 
mailed by John E. Russell , one time 
secretary to the U. S. Minister to Nicara­
gua, Thomas H . Clay. Russell was in­
volved in surreptitious attempts to seize 
control of the Central American Transit 
Company in 1863. 

In order to speed the transmission of 
the gold miners' and other California 
residents ' mail, numerous express compa­
nies chose the overland route across Nica­
ragua in preference to that across Panama 
because of the saving of time. Some of the 
covers handled by these companies and 
by shipping lines have handstruck mark­
ings which incorporate the word "Nicara­
gua' '. One of these covers is displayed . It 
bears the cancellation in an oval "Nicara­
gua Line in Advance of the Mail. '' This is 
the marking of the Accessory Transit 
Company of Nicaragua which operated 
the Nicaragua Steamship Company (for­
merly the Vanderbilt Line). It is ad­
dressed to G. W. White in Virgin Bay, 
Nicaragua . Although undated, it prob­
ably was mailed from San Francisco on 
February 16, 1954, and was carried by the 
steamship, " Brother Jonathan," which 
sailed for Nicaragua on that date . Colonel 
G. W. White delivered to Virgin Bay, in 
February 1854, thirty-five passenger 
coaches for the use of the Accessory 
Transit Company between San Juan del 
Sur and Virgin Bay . 

Following the unfortunate intervention 
in Nicaragua's internal affairs (to include 
Walker's Presidency) by the filibuster 
William Walker in 1855-1857, the over­
land crossing of Nicaragua by Americans 
ground to a halt. The agent for Wines and 
Co. Express, J . A . Ruggles, had been 
appointed Postmaster General of Nicara­
gua in 1856 through Walker's efforts. 
Naturally, Wines and Co . , enjoyed a 
monopoly during that hectic period . With 
the departure of the Walker forces mail 
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going overseas became a real problem . It 
was only relieved when, after unbeliev­
ably complicated negotiations , a charter 
was given the Central American Transit 
Company to re-open the overland route. 

Mail sent to Europe was generally 
handled through the British post office at 
Greytown on the Atlantic Coast. Because 
of the strained relations between British 
and American authorities concerning the 
status of Great Britain 's presence on the 
Mosquito (also spelled Miskito) Coast 
mail addressed to the United States was 
not readily transmitted. (It should be 
remembered that Commodore Hollins of 
the U. S . Navy ordered the sloop of war , 
"Cyane" to bombard Greytown on July 
13, 1854, and then sent U.S . Marines in to 
burn whatever was left standing of the 
city.) Nicaraguans soon learned that 
mail addressed to the United States gener­
ally reached there only if handled by 
Americans . Such correspondence was 
usually entrusted to American ship cap­
tains. With the re-establishment of the 
overland route the Central American 
Transit Company provided a safe system 
of forwarding mail to the United States. 
In the frames are two letters handled by 
that system. They are postmarked with 
the C.A. Transit Co's cancellation from 
Virgin Bay. 

In 1655, the British established what 
later became a Protectorate on the Mos­
quito Coast of Nicaragua . It was approxi­
mately one hundred miles long and forty 
miles deep and contained only two popu­
lation centers of importance, Bluefields 
in the north and San Juan del Norte or 
Greytown in the south . Until 1882 when 
Nicaragua joined the Universal Postal 
Union, British ships and the British postal 
system handled the mails from Nicaragua 
to Europe. Until 1857, the mail was 
carried free because the British G .P.O. 
thought that because of the open and 
notorious lawlessness of the Mosquito 
Coast it would be fruitless to open a 
formal postoffice there. It was thought 
that any revenues or valuables entrusted 
to the safekeeping of the Crown would be 
stolen . The mails were handled by British 
384 
consular and shipping agents . In 1855 
James Green , a formidable and tough 
opponent of American adventurers on the 
Mosquito Coast and Her Brittanie Majes­
ty's Consul in Greytown , was placed in 
charge of the mails originating in Nicara­
gua and transmitted onward. He opened 
two post offices, one at Greytown and one 
at Bluefields. Cancelling devices were 
supplied to him. The mails continued to 
be forwarded free of charge. In one of the 
frames is an envelope addressed to the 
redoubtable James Green by the Foreign 
Office on September 2, 1857 , and receipt­
ed for by him on the reverse on September 
28 , 1857 , at Greytown. I would like to 
think it contained the instructions to begin 
exacting payment for the forwarding of 
mail. 

In 1857, the free mail privilege was 
withdrawn . A payment of one shilling per 
half ounce was charged from this date 
forward. Postage stamps reflecting this 
charge are not known to have been used 
before 1865. I show a letter addressed to 
Hart and Co., in London , dated February 
15 , 1881 , postmarked Greytown, which 
reflects this use . 

From 1857 until 1882, all letters 
mailed from points originating in Nicara­
gua outside the Mosquito Coast had to 
pay the British fee of one shilling if 
handled by the British postal system re­
gardless of the amount of postage paid to 
the Nicaraguan postal system. A letter 
addressed to Pector and Ducout in Paris 
and mailed at Granada on December 7, 
1880, had a 5 and a 25 centavos stamp of 
the 1869-1871 issue of Nicaragua af­
fixed, passed through the British post of­
fice at Greytown where the British fee 
was paid and a British shilling stamp was 
pasted over the Nicaraguan stamps on 
December 15, 1880, and sent on its way 
to Paris . 
INTERIM PER/OD- (1862-1889) 

On September 9 , 1862, a decree was 
issued authorizing the printing and issue 
of Central America's first postage 
stamps, the 2 and 5 centavos values of 
Nicaragua. They were engraved by the 
American Bank Note Company and is-



sued on December 2, 1862. They were for 
sale only in Greytown, Granada and 
Leon , and were to be used for postage 
within Nicaragua. They were eagerly 
sought by contemporary collectors be­
cause of their design and the difficulty of 
obtaining them. Sad to relate is the fact 
that counterfeits were being offered for 
sale in London only ten weeks after their 
issue . 

Between 1862 and 1880, additional 
values were issued and all values ap­
peared with an 81h roulette as well as 
perforations . In 1892, the postal adminis­
tration ordered and received from the 
American Bank Note Company , 100 ,000 
sets of rouletted and perforated reprints. 
They were then sold to a group of specula­
tors . They can be identified by the thicker 
paper used and by the shiny, almost 
transparent gum. 

Until 1869, Nicaraguan stamps were 
cancelled by pen or handstruck devices 
containing circles, stars and geometric 
designs . In 1869, cancelling devices for 
the 13 postal districts were introduced . A 
challenging task for any collector would . 
be to obtain 13 cancellations on cover. 
Several covers with the district cancella­
tions are shown tonight. 
SEEBECK PERIOD-(1890- 1899) 

During this period the stamps of Nica­
ragua were printed by the Hamilton Bank 
Note Company as a result of a contract 
negotiated by Nicholas F. Seebeck, the 
secretary of the company. Nicaragua, if 
for no other reason than it was perpetually 
on the brink of financial di saster , com­
pleted the contract. One change was 
made- the issue of 1899 was litho­
graphed rather than engraved. The details 
of the contract have been published in 
other accounts , so I will not dwell on the 
subject. 

There was a different issue for each 
year for ten years , resulting in over 160 
Scott Catalogue recognized varieties . 
This proliferation of stamps in a short 
time , many of which were considered 
unnecessary high values, plus the seem­
ingly endless supply of reprints, soon 
discouraged the collectors of the period . 
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When collectors began demanding only 
cancelled copies and received cancelled 
to order reprints with counterfeit cancel­
lations produced in New York City the 
disillusionment was complete. To this 
day the after effect of the Seebeck con­
tract and the subsequent reprints affect the 
popularity of collecting Nicaragua's 
stamps. The recognition of original See­
beck stamps and the detection of reprints 
is too involved a subject to be discussed in 
a brief period of time and has been well 
covered recently , therefore I will refrain 
from discussing the problem. I do howev­
er show a number of covers mailed in 
Nicaragua during the Seebeck period . 
This was an era in which distinctive 
postmarks in various colors were used . 
These postmarks have been extensively 
counterfeited. Thousands of Seebeck re­
prints bear these well documented coun­
terfeit cancellations . A collection of re­
prints with these cancellations and 
reprints on thick paper with the Phrygian 
Cap watermark side~ays will assist a 
collector to determine the many reprints 
and from these he can begin a study to 
identify the paper and gum associated 
with the reprints . Eventually , he will 
determine the characteristics of the origi­
nal stamps. 

The Seebeck issues are desirable items 
when found on cover. By far, the most 
available postally used items , necessary 
for determination of genuine cancella­
tions, are postcards. Postcards were inex­
pensive to mail and were widely used by 
merchants and others sending messages 
locally and abroad . 

Not commonly known, infrequent­
ly seen and not recognized by Scott Cata­
logue, are Mosquito Provisional over­
prints on the I, 2, and 5 centavos values 
of the 1894 issue. These were overprinted 
locally in Bluefields, then the capitol of 
the Mosquito Reservation. The stamps 
were overprinted in red and black ink, in 
script type . The issuance of the stamps , 
their legitimacy , and their use were the 
subjects of a contemporary controversy . 
They were undoubtedly printed at the 
insistence of Dr. Rolando Kuehn , an 
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American physician in Bluefields, who, 
at one time, described himself as the Port 
Surgeon of Blue fields. The reason for the 
alleged provisional issue was to provide 
postage for a short-lived American and 
British residents ' inspired revolution of 
the Indians in the Blue fields area and their 
self-proclaimed "Mosquito Provisional 
Government ." A permanent set of 
stamps was ordered. Pending their arrival 
the provisional stamps were used to frank 
some mail originating in Bluefields . 
Enough mail was so franked to cloak the 
issue with an air of legitimacy. In 1959, I 
was shown a set of essays for the perma­
nent issues of the Mosquito Government 
which were printed in anticipation of the 
revolt. At that time they were in the 
collection of the late Richard N. Cone . I 
have never seen or heard of any others . 
The argument has been advanced that 
because of their scarcity the Mosquito 
Provisionals were non-philatelic and 
served a legitimate need . I remind my­
self, however, that Dr. Kuehn 's name or 
handwriting appears on all covers known 
to me and that he is quoted by all sources 
that I have read as vouching for their 
authenticity. This is the same Dr. Kuehn, 
who with his brother, also a doctor, 
is responsible for most of the philatelic 
novelties emanating from Bluefields dur­
ing the 1898-1910 period . Two Mosquito 
Provisional covers are in the frames . 

Worth mentioning are the annual New 
Year's greeting cards sent to all Nicara­
guan postmasters and foreign government 
officials resident in Nicaragua. The cards 
were mailed, presumably, to acquaint 
those concerned with the forthcoming 
year's postage, official, postage due and 
telegraph stamps. To prevent the stamps 
from being used for payment of postage, 
distinctive markings were applied to the 
face of the stamp. A collection of these is 
another method of determining whether a 
collector's Seebeck issues are originals . 

In 1890-1891-1892-1893 the stamps 
were handstamped "SPECIMEN" in 
various type styles. 

In 1894, the word " DIRECCION" 
was handstamped diagonally on the 
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stamps. I don't know what markings were 
applied in 1895 . 

In 1896, "CASTILLO " in a circle was 
handstamped on the stamp. 

In 1897, "MANAGUA" was hand­
stamped diagonally . 

In 1898, an oval cancellation in black , 
reading, "Republica Mayor de Centro 
America, Estado de Nicaragua, Mana­
gua, Ene 19, 1898," was used . 

In 1899, "Granada" with arrows was 
handstamped vertically . 

A constant source of puzzlement to 
collectors are those philatelic novelties­
most of them legitimate-from the Blue­
fields district during the period 1898-
1900. The stock of 5, 10, 15 and 20 
centavos postage stamps were sold out in 
the postoffice. The shortage lasted from 
late 1898 until early 1899. A number of 
innovations were authorized which in­
cluded use of telegraph and bisected tele­
graph stamps as well as locally printed 
official envelopes. This opened a flood­
gate which poured forth a stream of in­
genious substitutes for government 
stamps. Many of the local expedients 
were the work of the enterprising and 
imaginative Dr. Kuehn. Among them 
were bank note company samples of en­
velope designs printed on light paper and 
cut to shape, notebook paper embossed 
with the seal of some official, combina­
tions of bisects, telegraph stamps and 
revenue stamps used in lieu of regular 
stamps . Regardless of how they came to 
be, these novelties passed through the 
mails. Some of them are shown here 
tonight. 
SURCHARGE PERIOD-(1900-1912) 

Following the termination of the See­
beck contract in 1899 the Nicaraguan 
government was faced with the dilemma 
of providing postage stamps for a now 
extensive postal system . Her major prob­
lem was easily recognizable-no money 
in the Treasury for the purpose. Once 
again , an entrepeneur appeared on the 
scene. Dr. Maximo Asenjo contracted to 
provide the government with its postal, 
revenue, and telegraph stamps supplies in 
return for 50 ,000 cancelled sets plus the 



remammg balance of each previous 
year's issue . Upon receiving the contract 
Dr. Asenjo immediately sold it to a New 
York speculator who placed an order with 
the American Bank Note Company for 
the first year's printing, (the 1900 Momo­
tombo Volcano issue) . The government 
failed to deliver the 50 ,000 cancelled 
stamps , thus terminating that contract. 
Once again the government was faced 
with what was to become a perennial 
problem, how to get its postage, revenue, 
and Telegraph stamps , without cash or 
credit. Crisis followed crisis . Nonpay­
ment of bills rendered for printing by the 
foremost printing firms caused a decided 
distrust of Nicaragua 's fiscal policies by 
other firms which demanded cash in ad­
vance for printing orders. In desperation, 
surcharging was resorted to year after 
year. Not only was the shortage felt in the 
postoffice department but the revenue and 
telegraph departments ran out of stamps 
frequently . To aggravate the situation the 
numerous surcharged varieties aroused 
collector interest . Dealers sent money in 
advance payment for the many sur­
charged items . Needing both the money 
and the surcharged issues, the government 
provided an ingenious solution . A stock 
of unsurcharged stamps were surcharged 
with an approximation of the correct sur­
charges and it filled the dealers' orders 
with them . They were also cancelled to 
order on request although the cancelling 
devices were fabricated for that purpose 
and can be easily detected because of the 
slight differences between them and au­
thentic cancelling devices . A decree was 
sent to the country's postmasters ordering 
them not to accept the spurious sur­
charged stamps for postage . 

The money standard of the mining and 
timber districts of Zelaya (Blue fields) and 
Caba Gracias a Dias was the silver peso 
as opposed to the paper peso of the 
remainder of the country. The silver peso 
was worth considerably more than the 
paper peso and the inevitable occurred . 
Businessmen and others bought postage , 
revenue and telegraph stamps in the paper 
peso district for a fraction of their value 
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and used them in the silver peso districts. 
No bureaucracy will stand still and allow 
itself to be either outwitted or deprived of 
needed revenue. Nicaragua was no ex­
ception, thus , another example of ingenu­
ity. The postmaster's at Bluefields and 
Caba Gracios a Dias were ordered to 
overprint all stamps in their possession 
with a distinctive marking differing from 
each other. Bluefield used a variety of 
markings, all of which included the letter 
' 'B ' '. Caba provided markings which 
included ' 'Caba'' or the letter ''C' ' . The 
first overprinting was done by bored Indi­
an boys who patiently and monotonously 
struck each stamp with a rubber hand­
stamp. It takes little imagination to visu­
alize the games that were soon played. 
Double , inverted, missing, diagonal, and 
combinations of the foregoing overprints 
soon appeared on the sheets of 100 
stamps . 

These markings have been counterfeit­
ed many times. In order to determine the 
marks made by the genuine overprinting 
devices it is essential to acquire unques­
tionably genuine covers with the over­
printed stamps. Some of these covers are 
shown tonight. 

The printing presses in Nicaragua had 
chases or frames which could surcharge 
or overprint only 25 stamps at a time. 
Consequently, full sheets of 100 stamps 
had to be separated in panes of 25 or 
folded over and inserted into the press. 
Because it was tedious, unending , un­
imaginative and tiring work many errors 
occurred. And because the stamps were 
badly needed the errors were returned to 
stock and circulated . 

In July , 1911 , Nicaragua reached bot­
tom as far as its stamp supplies were 
concerned. The only paper resembling 
stamps that remained in the country was a 
stock of obsolete railroad ticket coupon 
tax stamps in sheets of20. In 1903, these 
stamps had been surcharged on the face 
for use as revenue stamps. The coupons 
were of two values, a 1 centavo red and a 
2 centavos blue. The coupons were sur­
charged on the face over the revenue 
surcharges with a postal surcharge . Var-
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ious colors were used but because of 
illegibility of the colors it was decided to 
try another method. The ingenuity of the 
postal officials was equal to the task. 
They surcharged the backs of 2,000 ,000 
coupons with a four line postal inscrip­
tion. Because the type for the surcharging 
was, as usual, hand set and of different 
styles and sizes, each position is easily 
identified . Some of the coupons were 
further surcharged for official and tele­
graph and revenue use. I have included in 
the frames some sheets and covers to 
illustrate this most unusual surcharging . 

I have deliberately refrained from dis­
playing album sheets showing an endless 
array of colorful stamps because I wished 
to emphasize that a Nicaraguan collection 
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can be extremely interesting and that 
there is more to Nicaragua's postai hisio­
ry than a shuddering recitation of the 
horrors and inanity of collecting a ' 'coun­
try that has so many counterfeits and 
Seebecks." 

I end this discussion with the Surcharge 
Period and remind you that during the 
years 1913-1937, the postal authorities of 
Nicaragua had tremendously difficult 
problems to solve and in the solving 
provided more surcharges, more over­
prints, more provisional issues , more col­
lecting problems and additional entrepre­
neurs." 

A brief question and answer period 
followed , bringing a diverting and knowl­
edgeable session to a close . 
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Book Reviews 
Stanley Gibbons British Common­
wealth Stamp Catalogue 1979, Stanley 
Gibbons Publications Ltd, 391 Strand, 
London, WC2R OLX, 1034pp, illustrat­
ed, Retail Price in UK, £7 .75 (=$15.50 
U.S .) 

One of the most exciting moments of 
the year for collectors of British Com­
monwealth (or Empire!) comes when the 
"Red" Gibbons hits the stands. It is then 
that the phenomenal price rises that have 
been watched in the papers , magazines 
and auction realizations are confirmed in 
the "Bible ." The prescient ability to 
forecast how the effects of inflation, coup­
led with the steady march of stamp prices 
due to demand from the collecting public, 
must be at the top of a cataloguer's list of 
qualifications. Gibbons manages. For a 
book so vast that pricing decisions must 
be made long in advance, it is remarkably 
in tune with the market in most of the 
areas that I have observed. 

Spectacular rises have been noted in 
many of the weekly news media so it is 
senseless to repeat them here. General 
observations are the obvious ones--older 
issues have advanced by very high per­
centages , the middle issues less so and the 
moderns are relatively dead-with glam­
or exceptions in all cases. But these are 
things which you would probably know 
without seeing the book in any case. What 
has the new Gibbons to offer to you 
besides the pricing information (which in 
itself should be sufficient to justify it in 
most cases). 

For one thing , there are fewer major 
changes than in some previous years, but 
then , these depend usually upon the effort 
of a few specialists and how their efforts 
can be amalgamated into the book with­
out creating a huge (and frightening) 
specialized catalogue . The life of a cata­
logue editor must be a constant battle 
between the specialist who wants to have 
a more comprehensive listing of his fa­
vorite area, and his own desire to keep 
size manageable . Improvements of the 
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1979 catalogue have been subtle, but 
useful. I have the feeling that the new 
Editor, James Negus, has probably 
gained full control of his " sea legs" and 
we are due to see something more ambi­
tious next time around . 

So , in all, it ' s still the same handsome 
friend we have come to know and love, 
with few surprises in either the strong 
price rises or the layout-and still as 
essential to the Commonwealth collec­
tor' s bookshelf as before. 

(Robert P. Odenweller) 

Die Post Im Kriege (The Mails in War­
time ), by A. E. Glasewald. A photo-copy 
of the original edition published in 1913 . 
239 pages, profusely illustrated, punched 
for three-ring binder. In German. Pub­
lished by Theo Van Dam, P .O. Box 26 , 
Brewster, N.Y. 10509. $20.00-Avail­
able from above. 

One of the great books dealing with 
military postal history, ' 'Die Post Im 
Krieg," first published in 1913 is once 
again available through the efforts of 
Theo Van Dam. A facsimile of the origi­
nal, it begins with the Prussian Feldpost 
of 1716 and carries us to the Balkan wars 
of 1912 . 

Although the emphasis is on German 
military mail , its 51 chapters contain a 
wealth of information pertaining to such 
little known postal operations as those of 
the Polish Insurrection of 1863, the Brazi­
lian war against Paraguay ( 1864/70), the 
Cuban revolutions, Serbo-Turkish wars, 
the Atjeh war in the Netherlands East 
Indies, the war between Chile and Peru 
(1879/84) and many others. 

Written in clear German, the text is not 
too difficult to master with a good Ger­
man dictionary . Its 376 illustrations, 
mostly of cancellations , are excellently 
reproduced. An eye opener for those 
seriously interested in military postal his­
tory this is a book. well worth acquiring . 

(Abbot Lutz) 
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The Native Postmarks of Nepal, by 
Wolfgang Hellrigl and Colin Hepper. 133 
pages indexed and illustrated . Published 
by Nepal Study Circle, 3 Orwell Grove , 
Peterborough, PE4 6XU, Cambs. , Eng­
land. Price , $21.00 postpaid . 

Although there have been regular arti­
cles and books written on the postage 
stamps of Nepal, the subject of Native 
postmarks has been sadly neglected . This 
book has been written not only to help 
reverse -this situation , but to promote 
interest in the postal history of this moun­
tain nation. The authors comment in the 
foreward that the pioneers of Nepal phila­
tely either paid no attention at all to 
postmarks or treated them rather lightly . 
Allow one of those inoneers to comment 
that, it is almost impossible to identify a 
post mark with only a portion of it on a 
stamp. The very large supply of covers, 
both with adhesives and stampless, has 
only surfaced in the last fifteen years. 
This was brought about by the circulation 
of the pioneer books in Nepal itself, thus 
advising the local entrepreneurs of the 
interest in Nepalese stamps . Also, the 
great world wide interest in postal history 
is of rather recen_t origin. 

This book includes a full study of the 
native post marks of Nepal and is the 
result of over three years research , which 
included visits to Kathmandu, the inspec­
tion of thousands of covers, both in deal­
ers stock and private collections. Most of 
the major collectors of Nepal have sup­
plied information and illustrations from 
their collections . The result is that all the 
known postmarks, seals, temporary can­
cellations and telegraph cancellations are 
recorded , translated and illustrated . 
Much supplementary information , such 
as registered mail , censor marks, forged 
postmarks, lists of post offices have been 
included to help give an over all picture of 
the Kingdom 's postal history . There is a 
total of 780 recorded postal markings , all 
of which are identified and illustrated, 
covering the period 1879-1976 . This is a 
masterful and monumental piece of re­
search of which the authors and the Nepal 
Study Circle should be justly proud . 
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Many times in recent years such mag­
nificent research has been poorly repro­
duced. This volume is an exception. It is 
hardcover , beautifully printed by letter 
press on coated stock and the illustrations 
are finely reproduced . This is a study and 
a volume to be preserved and to be 
treasured by all Nepal specialists . 

(H.D.S.H.) 
Pakistan, 1947-1948 Machine Over­
prints on Indian Stamps. Part II, Ser­
vice Stamps and Service Post Cards by 
Mogens Juhl. 56 pages, Illus . Published 
by Svemo Trading, Philatelic Dept., 132 
Underwood St. , Paddington, New South 
Wales 2021, Australia. Available from the 
above. Price Aust. $4 .50 by surface mail , 
Aust . $6.00 air mail. Post paid . 

Although it may seem odd to publish 
Part II of a work before Part I, the author 
states in his preface that after 20 years of 
collecting he is still searching for the 
solution to a number of problems that will 
allow him to issue the first part of this 
treatise , ''Public Stamps and Public Postal 
Stationery." He further states that Part II, 
''Service Stamps and Service Post 
Cards ,'' has been ready for publication for 
a number of years. 

Apropos of this current item, one looks 
back to 194 7 -48 and the creation of two 
dominions out of the Indian Empire and 
wonders why more attention was not paid 
to what was going on postally at the time. 
There seems to be no answer. It just 
happened that way . No matter, the estab­
lishment of postal service in the newly 
formed Dominion of Pakistan created an 
extremely fascinating area of philatelic 
exploration. Mr. Juhl has taken a small 
section of that area and made a very 
interesting study of it. 

The machine printed overprints that 
make up the study in this volume are by no 
means common. Many are rarities . The 
philately and expertise used to define and 
describe them in this small handbook is 
impeccable and their presentation leaves 
little to be desired. Physically, however, 
there is a problem. Production is not up to 
snuff. Bound in spiral looseleaf form, the 
text, printed by offset from typewritten 



pages is a bit too small for easy reading. 
The illustrations did not produce well and 
in many cases are nearly useless. Enthusi­
asm in a hobby is a fine thing and no one 
should be faulted for publishing, but I have 
always believed that anything worth pub­
lishing is worth publishing well. Economy 
and the Scotsman's purse are laudable 
institutions, but even so the product should 
be usable. A proper handbook can be 
prepared with surprisingly little cost. 

(H.D.S.H .) 

Funk & Wagnalls Guide to the World 
of Stamp Collecting by Viola Ilma. 340 
pages, with 8 full color plates and 350 
black and white photos, buckram bound . 
$13 .95 from Funk & Wagnalls , 10 E. 
53rd St., N.Y., N.Y. 10022 
This work is designed to reach beyond the 
philatelic community and draw new col­
lectors into the world of stamps . In others 
words, it is a propaganda tract, written by 
an experienced propagandist and philatel­
ic enthusiast. 
Ms . Ilma uses her talents to good effect 
here in making this work fast-paced and 
full of intriguing stories while smuggling 
in all sorts of useful philatelic informa­
tion. By the time the reader has finished 
chapter three, he or she has already had 
important lessons in philatelic observa­
tion, learned to read a catalog , gathered 
the essentials of selecting a topic for 
collecting and choosing the appropriate 
album, and been introduced to the basic 
tools of philately. That 's not a bad record 
for 67 pages loaded with photos. 

As with any enthusiast 's work , this 
book reflects the author's personal inter­
ests. Here they are topicals, juniors, ex­
hibiting and there is a good dollop of 
Ilma 's latest interest-postal history. 
This personalized approach is both a 
strength and a weakness. It is a strength 
because you feel the enthusiasm as you 
read even if you have no inherent interest 
in that particular subject. It is a weakness 
because a number of silly errors can creep 
in when the author is not in full command 
but relies upon others for the data. 

It is not terribly important that a stamp 
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story or so is largely apocryphal. Nor is it 
significant that typographic error placed 
the opening of the trans-Panama Railroad 
in 1885 rather than 1855. However, it is a 
bit more of a problem when several years 
of the Civil War , and the stamps in­
volved, are eliminated on pg . 221 or that 
the wrong book is cited on pg . 212 and the 
wrong auction lot (#2239 rather that 
#2234) on page 204 is shown in a discus­
sion of the Grunin sale . These errors 
reflect the fact that the sources of the 
stories did not check the material before it 
was published. 

Despite any caveats, however, this 
work serves its basic purpose-to intro­
duce non-collectors into the stamp king­
dom . . It can safely be given to the brand­
new collector or to the perplexed relative 
who doesn 't understand your fascination 
with stamps. It is not a book for the 
moderately advanced collector, although 
a number of these would have their hori­
zons broadened by reading it. 

(C.M.H.) 

South Australia: The 'Long' Stamps of 
1902-1912, A Study in Surface Printing 
by J. R. W. Purves, FRPSL. Published by 
the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria, 
Melbourne. 205pp, clothbound, illustrat­
ed, available from The Hawthorn Press, 
601 Little Bourke St. Melbourne 3000, 
Australia A$20.00 ( + A$2.25 postage) . 

Although the ' 'long'' stamps of South 
Australia have received some attention in 
the past, particularly by Mr. Purves, he 
nevertheless has Jong maintained a feel­
ing that they deserved far more compre­
hensive treatment. This book is the ac­
complishment of that desire. A model for 
those who might wish to study and report 
on the papers , plates and printings of any 
other issue, this is nothing less than one 
would expect from a gentleman who is 
regarded by many as the leading student 
of surface printing . 

Created to separate postage and rev­
enue functions of Commonwealth and 
State (respectively), the stamps in ques­
tion were printed from De La Rue key­
plates on which the words ''Postage & 
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Revenue ' ' were replaced by ''Postage'' 
in thin or thick letters. The author has 
explained production methods succinctly 
in chapters subtitled " compulsory read­
ing for those desiring to plumb the depths 
of philatelic interest to be found in a 
fascinating issue ." 

The development of the subject is very 
skilfully carried out as might be expected, 
with full use of official records wherever 
available. It is a philatelist 's book-one 
which a knowledgable student may read 
and come away with the knowledge and 
more importantly the " feel " that is 
known by experts on other issues . The 
basic stamps are at present not expensive 
except for a few high values and varieties 
(EIGNT PENCE for one, about which 
Mr. Purves has some fascinating com­
ments). An individual could easily form a 
worthwhile collection aided by this book 
and abetted by the general lack of interest 
(so far) in these issues here in the United 
States. The only problem is that whenever 
an exceptional book comes along, there 
develops usually a relatively large num­
ber of new converts who quietly comb the 
market for whatever is available and ulti­
mately create the demand that forces the 
prices up. This is such a book. 

What illustrations there are in the book 
are well executed, but as is often the case , 
there are not enough of them to satisfy the 
hunger of one who appreciates a strong 
visual reinforcement to go along with the 
text. This is not a serious defiance, as the 
animated writing style of Mr. Purves 
conjures up visions that almost make 
illustrations unnecessary . 

I unhesitatingly recommend this book 
to 1. Those who would like a new area to 
collect in which most of the work has 
been done (Mr. Purves states in an epi­
logue that the work needed to complete 
the picture is not at all impossible for a 
younger student-a challenge?) 2 . Those 
who would write on a single issue of any 
country, as a model, and 3 . Those who 
appreciate finely written philatelic litera­
ture for research , study, or just the sheer 
pleasure of browsing through it. 

Robert P. Odenweller 
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The Departmental Stamps of South 
Australia, by A. R. Butler. Copyright 
1978 by the Royal Philatelic Society, 
London , in a limited edition of 500 num­
bered copies . 176 pages , clothbound, 
illustrated , available from the Royal 
Philatelic Society, London , 41, Devon­
shire Place, London WIN IPE , England. 
£18, plus Postage. 

It is hard to think of any philatelic 
handbook of recent years that is as hand­
some as the latest production of the Royal 
Philatelic Society , London . Logically 
laid out and superbly illustrated it is a 
model for any serious philatelic writer 
and sure to become a classic in· the field . 
Those who have seen it have remarked 
that even though they do not collect the 
area they want to own the book. Philat­
elists who have eyed these issues with 
interest in the past are sure to be inspired 
to renewed consideration of the South 
Australia Departmentals as an area to 
collect. 

Aside from the appearance of the book , 
there is much to recommend the succinct 
yet meaningful way in which Mr. Butler 
has arranged his material . A history of the 
need for special stamps in Governmental 
Offices ''to prevent their misuse on pri­
vate correspondence'' and the growth of 
their use before being superseded after 
only six years by the more general 
" O.S. " types introduces the work . A 
description of the basic stamps , methods 
of overprinting , numbers issued (from 
Government records) and a discussion of 
rarity and forgeries completes the general 
preparation . The specific detailed listings 
of each individual department follow and 
occupy two thirds of the book . It would 
seem that anyone who had set himself a 
format of photographic illustration , com­
ment , and list of known examples would 
either get into a rut or become very 
boring . Not Mr. Butler. Each section has 
its own life and its separate uniqueness 
which he illuminates in a fine style that 
keeps the reader 's interest. 

I did find a pair of very minor objec­
tions which should not go unmentioned . 
First , the approach to giving rarity fac-



SHAW FIND (Cont'd .) 

estimated to be in the orig inal fi nd. By 
1926, at the time of purchase of the fi nal 
lot , Dow 's philatelic inclinations were far 
more developed , and he made a record of 
some of the more outstanding items. 
There were two covers, each with a strip 
of three of the 6c, 1869, and fifteen covers 
with the I 5c Lincoln . Among the Bank 
Notes, there were , of course , many grill s, 
for when these stamps appeared in 1870, 
Miss Shaw was probably at the peak of 
her career . 

The fo llow ing words, written a half 
centu ry ago, are much more true today 
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than they were when Dow penned them: 
" So hard is it to obtain old U .S . in 

really fi ne condition that it will occasion 
little surpri se on the part of the person of 
experi ence when I say that thi s lot of 
thirty thousand (covers) bo iled down to 
about two hundred fi ne and des irable 
covers." 

(AUTHOR'S NOTE! In addition to the 
credits offered earlier in this article , the 
writer is greatly indebted to Mr. Brace W. 
Hazelton of Cumberland Center, Maine, 
for a copy of Mr . Dow's memoirs.) 
CUBIERTAS (Cont'd.) 

1 PESO-Stone IV (Figure 17) 
Pos . I- Shad ing under seri f of large 
" I " is interrupted in center . 
Pos . 2-Color dot just below bottom 
frameline, 20mm . fro m left corner . 
Pos. 3- Top frame line is interrupted 
above " C" of REPUBLICA. Inside right 
fra meline is interrupted and outside right 
frameline has an indentation on the in­
side, both oppos ite " O " of large PESO . 
Pos. 4- Small interruption in bottom 
fra meline, 33mm . from right corner. 
Pos . 5-Small interruption in top 
frameline, 28mm . from right corner . 
Pos. 6- Color dot just above top frame­
line and 1 mm . from left corner. 
Pos. 7-Color dot in ruled background , 
near bottom right corner . 
Pos.-8-Yertical color dash just above 
head of Condor. 
Pos . 9-Small interruption in right 
fra meline, I 8mm . from bottom corner. 
Pos . I 0-ln the large PESO there is a 
color dot in the ' 'P '' and a color dot to the 
top right of the "E. " 
(To be continued) 
tors, a problem that has been faced in 
many ways by mamy authors, leaves a 
little to be des ired . The rarest rating, 6R , 
is for the unique seen or located copy. The 
nex t level is fo r or 3 copies, and the third 
for 4 or 5 copies and fo llowing levels at 
double the preceding. On the face of it , 
these would seem adequate. The problem 
ex ists, however, that the di scovery of a 
pai r or block (or even two singles) could 
make the factor jump by two or three 
levels. My personal preference is fo r the 
logari thmic scale that requires a larger 
quantum j ump as each level is transi­
tioned . 
The other aspect that bothers me is the 
lack of a single checkli st/catalogue which 
summari zes the ex isting varieties . This 
sort of visual approach in less expanded 
fo rm is usually much more useable for 
one who wants a better grasp of the field 
and may well serve for a model for the 
major catalogues to fo llow in expanding 
their listings. Both of these are, however , 
personal preferences and could hardly be 
called faults in such an excellent book . 
The only serious defi ciency, then , is that 
it was printed in a run of only 500 copies 
and is sure to be so ld out soon , so get 
yours quickly. 

(Robert P . Odenweller) 
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ARE YOU ON OUR 
MAILING LIST? 

WE OFFER 
FREQUENT 

MAIL SALES 
FEATURING 

WORLD WIDE 
COVERS 

POSTAL HISTORY 
SALES, INC. 

(THE CLEARING HOUSE FOR 
STAMPS AND COINS, INC.) 

764 West 18lst Street 
New York, N.Y. 10033 

U.S.A. 
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PACIFIC ISLANDS 
MALAYA, BORNEO 

Covers, Proofs, Specimens 
Postal History 

If you are looking for the above from ' 
any of the British, French , German, 
US Pacific Islands, New Guinea, Ma­
laya, Brunei, Labuan, Sarawak, 
North Borneo-write to me. 

For Example, I Can Offer: 

FRENCH POLYNESIA local cover 
pmkd "SCE DE LA PLONGE-TUKA­
MOTU , 10 Feb. 1931 " , at $40.00". 

HOWARD LEE 
P.O. Box 5950C 

New York, N.Y. 1001 7 
Covers 
Fine Stamps 

Proofs, Specimen Stamps 
Postal History and Specialized 

Material of all Countries 
Valuations for Insurance, Probate and Sale 

When in London visit our showrooms and offices . 

Inquiries invited - ensure that your name and interests are recorded in 
our Register of Specialists. 

Argyl_l Etkin Limited 
SS NEW BOND STREET, LONDON WlY 9DG ENGLAND 



AUCTION 
NOV. 30, DEC. 1 & 2 

catalog 3 weeks before sales. 
BY MAIL: Send name, address and $1 . 

HAWAI # 618•, 1893 Red Prov. G<M. ovpt, 
OG. 50 issued. Realized $11 ,00J in Ap!il '78 

# 533 
Rocelter A/G {Peter Holcombe) 
Eisengasse 9, Luzern 6004, Switzerland 

For Outstanding " GOLD MEDAL" Material From 

British Colonies Greece 

Saudi Arabia China 

And The Rest Of The World 

Covers Proofs Fine Stamps Specimens 

VISIT ME AT 

ASDA BOOTH 153 
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Fine covers and postal history material of 
most countries. Unusual rates and usages 
of adhesives on cover - combination 
covers - used abroads - specialist mate­
rial of all kinds . 

Rare and medium 19th century stamps of 
the Commonwealth group, proofs, essays 
and specimen stamps . thirty years' experi ­
ence of handling top quality material is at 
your service. 

RITCHIE BODILY 
72 FITZJOHNS AVENUE 

LONDON, NW3-5L8 
(01-435 8425) 

Callers are welcome, but by appointment 
only please . 
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Do Not Sell Your Collection 
as long as you enjoy collecting and as 
long as you have fun with your stamps. 
But when you get tired of a collection 
because it has reached its goal, when 
you want to start in another philatelic 
field , do not hesitate to dispose of the 
" finished" collection. In this way you 
will obtain additional funds for pur­
chases in your new field. When you 
decide to sell , talk with a dealer whom 
you have trusted with your purchases. 
He is the right man to sell for you the 
items he has once sold to you. We are 
always happy when we can give advice 
and help of this kind. Contact us when 
the time is ripe and we will do our best 
to arrange a satisfactory sale of your 
material, either by private sale or by 
auction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO., INC. 
10 East 40th Street 

New York, N.Y. 10016 
Tel.: MUrray Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address : Mercstamp Newyork 
HOW TO SELL 
YOUR STAMPS 
AT AUCTION. 

Send for a free detailed brochure. 

WAVERLY 

TRADING 
COMPANY 
Licensed Auctioneers 

Box 78-A 
Waverley, Mass. 02179 

617 - 923-9716 
SPECIALIZING IN 

CHOICE 

UNITED STATES 

Stamps and Covers 

CANADA 

PENCE ISSUES 

Bruce G. Daniels 
ROOM 612 

82 DEVONSHIRE STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 02109 



PAPUA # C4a invert. 
OG. $1,250.00 

RHODESIA # 74, OG 
$3 ,750.00 

ZANZIBAR #119 OG 
$2,500.00 

#111 , OG . $1 ,800.00 # llOa o $3 ,250.00 #110 0 $2,100.00 

OUR NEXT PUBLIC AUCTION SALE 

Early Spring of 1979, the second part of a Famous Gold Medal Award 
Collection, Great Britain & British Commonwealth , U. S ., all Scandinavian 
Countries, incl. many Philatelic Gems and Rarit ies . 

A DE-LUXE, ri chly illustrated catalogue of this Auction Sale, on request , 
against $1.50 First Class Postage. 

BEN GOTSMAN STAMPS AUCTIONS, INC. 
6404 Wilshire Blvd. , Suite 801 , Los Angeles , Calif. 90048 
YOUR 
HOROSCOPE 

We are not quali tied to give your 
dail y Horoscope . We are however, able 
to deliver your personal ZODIAC sign. 
It is PHILATELIC, scarce and quite 
inexpensive. 

For a ''personalized'' page for your 
collection , could anything be better 
than your ZODIAC sign? A more spe­
cial gift , even for a Birthday, it will 
show your personal thoughtfulness! 

Please ask for special Offerings!! 

I 
AS DA BOOTH # 65 - / 

VISIT US !! 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, INC. 
P.O. Box 448, Monroe, N.Y. 10950 
November 1978 
PRINCE EDWARD IS. 

1862-65. 3p. Plate Proof Sheet. 
(Essay Proof Society BNA Cat. App . F) 

A complete sheet of 30 of the 3p Plate 
Proof in blue on white wove paper with fu ll 
margins on three sides. On the left the 
margi n is smaller, the sheet hav ing been 
apparently cut out, somewhat roughly, from 
a fi le or sample book. 

Very scarce and a fi ne Exhibi tion item . 

$625. 

F. W. COLLINS 
Stoborough Crft , St. Cross, 
Winchester , Hants., England 
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THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

PUBLICATIONS 

By J . R. Purves , R.D.P., F.R.P.S.L. 
Postal History of Port Phillip District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.50 
The "Emblems" of Victoria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6. 50 
Victoria: The Postage Dues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.50 
Victoria : " Butterfly" and " Barred Oval" Cancellations 1850-55 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2 .50 
Victoria : The " Barred Numeral" Cancellations 1856-1912 .............. ........ . $ 10 .50 
Victoria: The " Registered" and " Too Late" Stamps 1854-58 . .. ... .. ............. $ 10.50 
Victoria: 1901 -12 Issue (The 3d., 4d., and 5d. Values) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1.00 
Victoria: The V Over Crown Watermarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1.00 
Philately from Australia: Cumulative Index to Vols 1-X, 1949-58 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1.50 
Philately from Australia: Cumulative Index to Vols XI-XX, 1959-68 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1.50 
The Postal History of Barakoma Airfield, Rev . A. H. Voyce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.00 
Tasmania: The Postal History and Postal Markings, H. M. Campbell, F.R.P.S.L. , 

J. R. W . Purves, F.R.P .S .L. , L. C . Viney , F. R.P.S .L. ....... . . ..... . . . ..... $ 10.50 
New South Wales Numeral Cancellations, Alan G . Brown and H. M. Campbell , 

F.R.P.S. L. $5 .00. First Supplement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1.50 
Cumulative, Index: Commonwealth of Australia, W . M. Holbeach, F.R.P.S.L. . . . . . $3 .50 

Postage Extra in all Cases 

JOHN GARTNER at THE HAWTHORN PRESS 
60 ILITTLE BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 3000 
1978 - Our 60th Year 

ST AMPS WANTED 

Each year Our Public auctions 
and Gold Medal Mail Sales 

Sell Over 75,000 Lots ! 
We Urgently Need Additional Material ! 

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it without delays or 
bargaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured mail or express, 
attention: Appraisal Dept. All shipments are held aside intact awaiting your 
instructions after we send our offer or advice. Informal appraisals are free , and 
our buyer can visit you to inspect larger properties. 

J. & H. STOLOW, INC. 
915 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10010 Tel.: (212) 533-0790 

" Rated first in stamps by all standard authorities" 

Stolow's has purchased outright, at the top market price, with immediate cash 
payment, more than $50,000,000 worth of fine stamps. Our needs are 
unlimited . 

Fair treatment is alwavs assured 
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LITERATURE 
For 

CHRISTMAS GIVING 

Brookman , 19th Cent. (3 Vols.) .. $195 .00 
Billig Handbooks -

Set of 40 Different . . . . .. . .. . ..... $425 .00 
Gobie, Special Delivery ............. $22.50 
Willard , 1883-87 2 Cents (2 Vols .) $25 .00 
Markovitz, 10 Cent Registry (Fl ) ... $5.00 
Brazer, U.S. Proofs 

& Essays (Reprint) .... . .... .. . . . . . $30.00 
U.S. Mails & P.O. Asst. (2 Vols.) $420.00 

QUALITY INVESTORS, LTD. 
ROBERT L. MARKOVITS 

P.O. BOX 89 1 
MIDDLETOWN , N.Y. 10940 

914-343-2 174 
Mastercharge or Bankamericard 
accepted on orders over $50. 00. 
November 1978 
WATCH FOR 

OUR 

JANUARY 

AUCTION SALE 

Daniel F. Kelleher Co., Inc. 
Est. 1885 

40 Court Street 
Boston, Mass. 02108 

Stanley J. Richmond, Proprietor 
Telephone 742 0883 Area Code 61 7 
WHEN IN LONDON 
WHY NOT PAY US A VISIT? 

We Are Specialists In Fine Stamps Of 

* GREAT BRITAIN 
* WESTERN EUROPE 

* BRITISH COMMONWEAL TH 
* MINIATURE SHEETS 

* REVENUES 

Plus 

* VATICAN 
* RUSSIAN ZEMSTVOS 

and 
* POSTAL HISTORY 

* POSTAL STATIONERY 

* NEW ISSUE SER VICE FOR THE WHOLE WORLD 
Always In Stock: 

* COMPLETE RANGE OF FRANK GODDENS ALBUMS 

DAVID FIELD LTD. 
The West End Philatelists Established 1884 

42 BERKELY STREET, MAYFAIR, LONDON WIX SFP 
GREAT BRITAIN 

Phone: 01 -499 - 5252 - Subway Station : Green Park 
Shop Hours: Mon . - Fri . 9:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. 
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6 NU MERI PUBBLICA TI IN UN ANNO 
420 PAGINE STAMPATE 

36 RECENSION! DI PUBBLICAZIONI 
63 ARTICOLI 50 TRA I PIU FAMOSI 

AUTORI INTERNAZIONALI 
25 ARTICOLI TRADOTTI IN INGLESE , 

FRANCESE E TEDESCO 

DISTRIBUZIONE IN TUTTO 
IL MONDO 

ABBONARSI PER UN ANNO VUOL DIRE 
RICEVERE PUNTUALMENTE LA PIU 

PRESTIGIOSA RIVIST A DI FILATELIA 
AEROFILATELIA E STORIA POST ALE 

6 ISS UES A YEAR 
420 PAGES PRINTED 

36 REVIEWS OF BOOKS 
63 ARTICLES BY 50 OF THE MOST 
OUTSTANDING AUTHORS 
IN THE WORLD 
25 ARTICLES TRANSLATED INTO 
ENGLISH , FRENCH AND GERMAN 

DISTRIBUTED ALL OVER 
THE WORLD 

TO SUBSCRIBE FOR A YEAR , ONE 
WOULD R ECEIVE PUNCTUALLY TH E 
MOST PRESTIGIOUS MAGAZINE 
OF PHILATELY, AEROPHILATELY 
AND POSTAL HISTORY 

-- --- -- - ---- - -- -- - - - - --------------------- ----- -- ----- --~------ -
Desidcro ricevere inform azioni per l'abbonamento a: 

I would like to receive detailed information concerning the subscription to : 
IL NUOVO CORRIERE FILATELJCO 
Via Martell i. 8 • 50129 Firenze ( ll aly) 

no me 

name 

via 

address 

ci 11 3. 

town 
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SELLING 

& 

BUYING 

Auction 

Quality Stamps 

Free 
Sales Catalogue 

J. M. BLOOD, INC. 
380 High Street 

Holyoke, MA 01040 
COVERS 

POSTAL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

n.,,, Gn,lanJ Stamp 
643 Fifth Ave. South 

Naples, Florida 33940 
November 1978 
Do you love U.S. Classics? 
So do I. In fact I hate 

to part with the best 
of them. 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NYACK, N.Y. 10960 

Telephone 914 - 358-0964 
NORMAN R. SCRIVENER 
PHILATELIST 

SERIOUS BUYER OF STAMPS 
& COVERS OF THE WORLD 

(201) 731-3668 
P.O. Box 46 Orange, N.J. 07051 
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If you collect 

LATIN AMERICA 

your name should be on 
our mailing lists. 

Let us know the South and Central 
American countries you collect, together 
with details of any special interests­
leave the rest to us-we shall do our best 
to be of assistance! 

SOUTH AMERICAN 
STAMP SUPPLIES 
76 Aubert Park, London NS ITS 

England 
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At Your Service 
For All 

Philatelic 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

For RESEARCH & STUDY 

For EXHIBITIONS 
and 

For PUBLICATION 

2 x 2 Color SlideJ 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Photographer for fhe 

C ollector11 Club Philatelillt.) 

1 Montgomery Place 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11215 
SELL TO A PROFESSIONAL 
WHO APPRECIATES YOUR PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE AND KNOWS. 

THE VALUE OF YOUR INVESTMENT 

WE BUY FROM A-Z PAYING TOP DOLLAR 

A Air Mail Cover Collection 0 Oldenburg covers 
B Ballon Monte, British Collections P Postal History collections 
C Classics of the World Q Quality stamps of all countries 
D Danish West Indies , Denmark R Rarities of all countries 
E Europe (West) , S Stampless covers and collections 

collections, accumulations T Thematic collections 
F FDC (better) 1111 countries U U. S. Collections, covers, sheets, plate 
G Germany 1849-55, Michel blocks, stampless collections 

items our specialty, Colonies, Saar V Vatican collection, high values 
H Holdings of all kinds W War covers 1756-1903 
I Israel and forerunner collections X X-Rated Stamps are not wanted 
J Japan Spec. collections & early covers Y Yemen covers 1926-1939 
M Mint sheets U. S. & West Europe Z Zeppelin covers, collections all 
N Netherlands & Colonies, early covers conntries our specialty 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS Mail insured or registered for our inspection with 
price or our highest offer is Air Ma iled to you 24 hours after receipt of your 
property. Material is held intact pend ing your decision. No lists please. Min. 
Sh ipment $100. 

ARTHUR A. FALK 
OFFICE: 380 No. Broadway, 

Jericho, N. Y. 

Mailing Address: ,£. 
P. 0. Box 232, JERICHO, N. Y. 11753 

Tel. 516 - 433-0066 



I buy 
rare covers . 

and 
pay 
top dollar! 
If you have a cover 
or a postal history 
collection for sale, 
call or write 
Al Zimmerman 
today. He is ready 
to offer the best 
price, fastest 
payment, and the 
most courteous 
service. 

Al Zimmerman 
212/822-7333 

843 Van Nest Avenue 
Bronx, New York 10462 
November 1978 
PUBLIC AUCTIONS OF 
FINE CANADA 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
THE PROVINCES 

U.S.A. 
FOREIGN 

BRITISH COMMONWEAL TH . 

Illustrated Catalogue $3.00 
Subscription to Catalogues 

and Prices Realized for next 
20 Sessions - $10 

(Ontario residents add 7% S.T.) 

J. N. SISSONS 
LIMITED 

37 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO, 
CANADA, M5C 1 E9 

Cables : Sistamp, Toronto. 
Phone 41 6 - 364-6003 
For Quality U. S. A., Canada, Great Britain and British 

Commonwealth of the Classic Period, please contact 

W. E. LEA (PHILATELISTS) LIMITED, world leaders in 

this area. 

W. E. LEA (PHILATELISTS) LIMITED 

I THE ADELPHI 

JOHN ADAM STREET 

STRAND 

LONDON WC2N 6AP 

Tel 930 1688/9 

Cables: LEAST AMPS. 
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1924 -1978 
FOR OVER FIFTY YEARS THE NAME 

MA RESCH 
HAS BEEN KNOWN FOR 

QUALITY 
AND 

INTEGRITY 
· Public Auctions · Private Treaty Sales · 

· Collections Purchased · Collections Built · 

WE NEED 

Over the years we have built an excellent following of serious and 
generous buyers with an insatiable appetite for choice stamps and covers. 

General collections & specialized collections, anything of philatelic merit 
is desired, especially Canada and former provinces, these are best sold 
through us. Our 100th Public Auction is at the printers now. Excellent 
sales dates are st ill available. Please get in touch w ith us. We know you'll 
be more than pleased you did. Ask any one of our 100's of happy ven­
dors. 

r. rnaresch & son DEALERS IN 
RARE STAMPS 
SINCE1924 

330 BAY ST., STE. 703 • TORONTO, CANADA MSH 2S9 • 363-7777 

SUBSTANTIAL AND SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 
ACCEPTED FOR OUR AUCTIONS 
404 
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r. 
Vour prime source 
/~hen searching 
for a truly choice 
classic cover ... 

Midway Stamps Ltd. 
the serious buyers of 
better material. 

193 Clinton Avenue, Dobbs Ferry, New York 10522 • (914) 693-2444 




