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Just about EVERYTHING'S I NEW I at HARMER ROOKE I 

f NEWI ADDRESS and PHONE 
We're delighted to announce our move to vastly 

expanded quarters at the new Harmer Rooke Building: 

3 East 57th Street, New York 10022 
(Just off Fifth Avenue) 

(212) Plaza 1-1900 
This move, our fourth expansion in a brief 2 years, was necessitated by a 
continuing broadening of activity •.• thanks to you, the tens of thousands of 
friends who have enjoyed dealing with Harmer Rooke. 

INEWI FACILITIES & RETAIL SHOPS 
With 4 floors at this prestigious new location (we boast some of the world's 
most famous firms as neighbors), the new Harmer Rooke building houses: 

• MORE SPACIOUS AND COMFORTABLE AUCTION SALONS 
• ENLARGED HARMER ROOKE GALLERIES 

for the public exhibition and sale of rare properties 

• EXPANDED ADMINISTRATIVE FACILITIES 
for greater efficiency in customer service than ever 

•MAGNIFICENT, STREET-LEVEL RETAIL SHOPS 
You'll enjoy shopping at the new Harmer Rooke ... for STAMPS, COINS, 
CURRENCY, ANTIQUITIES ... as well as supplies and accessories. Our 
stamp shop incorporates the complete facilities, personnel and stock of 
"Stampazine", formerly at 30 West 46th Street. Harmer Rooke Nun:iisma­
tists Ltd. now offers the coin enthusiast the finest retail shopping anywhere. 

[

The Harmer Rooke Laboratories, which authenticate coins and stamps, have] 
been moved to a nearby Long Island location where, with the addition of several 
ultra-sophisticated pieces of equipment, Its Important research activities are 
vastly expanded. 

COME and VISIT ••• BROWSE AROUND ••• or 
LET US SHOW YOU AROUND the NEW HARMER ROOKE 

ALL THAT REMAINS THE SAME is the HARMER ROOKE 
"HOT•LINE" PHONE NUMBER and the FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICE 

CAL. L FREE (Fro!" anywhere in the Continental 800 221 7276 Umted States except N.Y. State) • • 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC. 
Negotiants In Fine Philatelic Properties 

3 EAST 57th STREET. NEW YORK 10022 • (212) Plaza 1·1900 

APPRAISERS • SALES AGENTS • AUCTIONEERS 
Established: LONDON 1903 • NEW YORK 1939 

The Collectors Club Philatelist Is published bl-monthly (Jan., Mar., May, July, Sept., Nov.) by the Collec­
tors Club, Inc. , 22 East 35 Street, New York, N. Y. 10016. Annual Subscription Rates:- $10.00; $5.00 for non­
profit Institutions. Individual copies - $2.00 ea. 
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What does 

the ASDA 

mean to you? 

H ere are eight beneficial answers: 
1. Every member of the American Stamp Dealers Association has signed a 

Code of Ethics and Pledge to promote fair trade practices and good rela­
tions with the public, assuring the collector of the highest standards of 
ethics in all their dealings. 

2. ASDA members offer a medium for trade through the outright purchase 
or sale of individual stamps, covers and collections or by conducting public 
auctions, or both. 

3. The ASDA disseminates accurate and reliable philatelic information to the 
collecting fraternity either through the medium of the public press or by 
private means. 

4. The ASDA and its members individually, assist recognized agencies of the 
government in the prosecution of law violations relating to philately. 

5. The ASDA and its chapters hold annual exhibitions for the benefit of the 
hobby, to promote and encourage new collectors and educate the public 
at large. 

6. Advice and council is available from the members with respect to all aspects 
of collecting and particularly with respect to purchase or sale of valuable 
properties. 

7. The ASDA has recommended a code of conditions for the conduct of 
public auctions. 

8. The American Stamp Dealers Association together with the American Phil­
atelic Society has formed a joint Expertization Committee which for the 
first time in the history of philately offers the collector and dealer alike 
a group of experts in every field of collecting who can authenticate rare 
stamps with a certification of their true state. 

AMERICAN ~ STAMP 

DEALERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 
147 W . 42nd St., NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 
aa well aa 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broken up for our next international auction sale 

for which we are going to prepare again our famous 27,000 

catalogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA 8023 Z U R I C H (Switzerland) 

Bahnhofstrasse lOZ P.O.B. 
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d)/42 r kwe&urtir~ 
JH[. IE. JH[.;iurlt'iis & <Co. i4 tie~ iiJ ,fO-

To repl enish our extensive retail stocks we are constantly buying - at generous 
prices - coll ections and accumul ation s made by stamp coll ectors provided they 
are worth $100 o r more. We pay top prices and are interested in buying nearly 
all types of phil atelic material, and especially stamps of the United States 
and Brit ish North America. 
There must be a reason why thousands of knowledgea ble coll ectors have sold 
only to Har ri s over the years . It just makes good sense to go to the World 's 
Larges t Stamp Firm when th e time comes t o sell. 

• World -wide reputation for 
unquestioned integrity. 

•F inancial resou rces to pay spot 
cash for pu rchases of any magnitude. 

• Free appraisa ls (For se rious-minded sellers.) 
• Liberal cash offers. 

• We pay more because we buy for 
retai l stock - not for resa le to dealers. 

• No haggling nor delays. 
•I mmediate paymen t in full. 

• Safety of stamps in our custody. 
is guaranteed. 

•If you are not entirely pleased with 
our offer, your stamps will be 

pro mptly returned intact, with no 

appraisa l charge, 
transp ~rtation pre paid. 

FOR Y OU R OWN PROTECT ION 

We are interested 
in buying nearl y all 
types of stam ps 
you wish to se ll, 
prov ided t h ey are 
worth $100 or 
more. Please do not 
send stamps until 
we defin itely ask 
you to . In stead, 
write us a brief de· 
scription of what 
you have to se ll, 
includingany infor­
mation you think 
may help us to 
make a preliminary 
judgment. 

Send only 25¢ for our booklet of va lu­
ab le information, "If You Have Stamps 
t o Se ll," and read it for your own protec­
ti o n before disposing of your collection. 

A Typical Comment from the 
thousands who have sold 

stamps to Harris. 

PABLO FABIAN 
PHILATELIST 

PASEO OE LA !<EFQ~MA <10::? 
ME.XICO, O. L 

H. E. HA11RIS & CO. 
DOSTON. MASS. 02117 

Dear ?vlr. Harris. 

Many thanks for you r recent purchase. 

Dcin~ 7'8 years old. 1 :1111 now retiring 
from the philatelic field. So. 1 m~st ~ay d 
f well to vou nw oldest philatelic frien ' 
;~r~e hav e bee;1 ct€alin~ tog-ethe r for more 
than half a century. 

1 well remember when you first visited 
me in Vienna in 19.20. Sincellth~nw~~c~a\:ith 
had manv transactions. · · a 0 · -
not a sir\gle exce~ion. were complete!~ 
satiSfactury to me. You r payments we~e 

. mpt and accurate. Even w en 
f:C~~~{~1n~'llly made an e rro r ag~nst myself, 
you ~a refully corrected it and paid me the 
laq:i;e r amount. 

Fifty-two vears without a single m~s · 
und e rstanding- - -all of them. wer,e years o 
only the most pleasant dealings . 

Sincerely, 

He lEe Haurlt".iS &. <Coe, BOSTON, MASS.02117 Established 1916 
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last in case ... 

You would like to sell 

your TREASURES Nat­

urally at TOP PRICES 

only. Why not make use 

of our services. 

EDGAR MOHRMANN 
& co. 

well known all over 

the world 

During the long years of doing business, we have handled practically 
all existii>g rarities of world renown - including the BLUE and RED 
MAURITIUS POST OFFICE. 

High-class collections and singles from all spheres of philately are 
always offered in our auction or bought outright. 

Entries should reach us till the end of this year. 

Suitable material is being accepted n o w . 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO. 
1.'he partner for ambitious customers. 

Speersort 6 

HAMBURG 1 / Germany 

Cables: EDMORO 
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Rare and specialist ·mate-rial 

always appeals .... 

But how much more when displayed in t he elega nt su rroundings 

of Romano House - t he world-renowned home of Stanley Gibbons 

Specialist and Rare Stamp Department, and the newly-opened 

'Gibbons Gallery'. Here you can see displays of classic 

material on loan from the doyens of philately. This month, a selection 

of Great Britai n by J. 0. Griffiths of the Royal Philatelic Society, 

London, followed by E. V. Toeg's 'Antigua' - from May 30-

June 30 wi t h more on the way. 

When in London pay us a call! 

Behi nd the showrooms are staff specially selected for their philatelic 

'know-how', always on hand to give you advice whether buying or 

selling. Write to them - they' ll be delighted to hear from you. 

Collections, covers, specialist material, single stamps, multiples and 

expert advice are all available to overseas visitors at 

Romano House, 399 Strand, London W C2. 

9-5 Monday to Friday, 9:30-12 noon Saturdays. Or when in New York , 

don 't forget to call at StanGib House, 

595 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 1001 7. 

Postal address: 

ST AN LEY GIBBONS LTD. 
391 STRAND 
LONDON WC2R OLX, ENGLAND 
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MINKUS 72 

The Complete Catalogs 

Lead the Complete Line 

WHAT'S UP? A lmost every category - some spectacularly ! 
WHAT'S DOWN? As little as you'd expect - but there are surprises ! 
WHAT'S NEW? Tens of thousands of price changes in the two-volume WORLD WIDE Catalog, 

still more in the NEW AMERICAN Catalog. 

Details like these, vital, fascinating, authoritative , add up to catalogs that set the stan dard of the 
world. More than price updating , there's rich illustratio n and meaningful detail. Well produced , 
interestingly written . . .. the pleasurable way to gain t he most information and knowledge. 

MINKUS NEW 
AMERICAN CATALOG 72 
Complete with full -color supplement, 'U.S. 
Classics' 
Over 12,500 entries, over 2,500 illustrations. 
Prices for singles, blocks, plate b locks, sheets, 
FDCs. Comm emoratives , regular issues, duck 
stamps, savings, revenues , stationery, Confed­
erate, Possessions, U. N. 
348 pp. ....................... ............................... $4.95 

MINKUS WORLD WIDE 
CATALOGS 72 
Winner of Silver Medal at London's Philym· 
pia '70 
Some 3,800 pages, tens of thousands of vital 
prices c hanges, t he most meaningful descrip­
tions and illustratio ns of any catalogs - add­
in g up to really pleasurable a s well as really 
informative reading. 
Vo l. I: U.S. and possessions. British Com­
monwealth and Ireland , U. N., Central & S. 
America, Mexico and free natio ns of Afri ca 
a nd Asia . . 
I ,900 pp. ------- ----------- ------------------ --.. --------- $I 0 .9 5 

AVAILABLE IN SEPTEMBER - ORDER NOW! (Last year's sold out by November) 

REGIONALS 72 
Au stria, Switzerland, Liec hten ste in --- -- --· $2.00 
British Commonwealth (69 only) ·---··---- $3.00 
Germany & Colonies --- ---- .. ·-----·---------------- $2.50 

Italy & C olonie s, San Marino, Vatican 
( '70) ______________________________________ .. _____ __ _____ $2.00 

Russia, Po land, Roma nia, Bulgaria -- ------ $3 .50 

AVAILABLE IN OCTOBER - ORDER NOW TO UPDATE YOUR PRESENT CATALOG 
Minkus Catalogs and Regional Catalog s will be available at yo ur nearest Stamp & C oin Department: 

New York, N . Y.-GIMBELS. 
Omaha, Nebr.-BRANDEIS. 
Panorama City, Los Angeles, Calif.-J. W . 

RO·BINSON CO. 
Paramus, N. J .-GIMBELS. 
Pasadena, Calif.-J. W . ROBINSON CO. 
Philadelph ia , Pa.-GIM BELS. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. - KAUFMANN'S. 
Portland , Ore. - M El ER &. FRANK. 
R ichmond, Va.-THALHIMER BROTHERS. 
Rochester, N. Y.-SIBLEY' S. 
San Anton io, Texas-JOSKE'S OF TEXAS. 
San Diego , Calif. - THE MAY CO. 
San Francisco, Calif. - THE EMPORIUM 

DOWNTOWN . 
Seattle, Wash.-THE BON MARCHE. 
Skokie, 111.-MARSHALL FIELD AND COM-

PANY. 
St. Lou is , Mo.-FAMOUS - BARR CO. 
Valley Stream , N. Y. - GIMBELS. 
Wash ington , D. C.-WOODWARD &. LOTH· 

ROP. 
Yonkers, N . Y.-GIMBELS. 

Atlanta , Ga.-RICH'S. 
Baltimore, Md.-HUTZLER' S . 
Beverly Hills, Cal if .-J . W. ROBINSON CO. 
Boston , Mass.-JORDAN MARSH CO. 
Chevy Chase , Md.-WOODWARD &. LOTH · 

ROP. 
Ch icago , Ill. - MARSHALL FIELD AND 

COMPANY. 
Cincinnati , Ohio-POGU E ' S . 
Clevela nd , Ohio-HIGBEE'S. 
Columbus, Oh io-LAZARUS &. CO. 
Denver, Colo . - MAY D. F . 
Detro it, Mich .-THE J . L. HUDSON COM-

PANY. 
Garden City, N . Y. - GIMBELS. 
Hartford , Con·n.-G. FOX &. CO. 
Houston, Texas-FOLEY' S . 
Ind ianapo li s , Ind. - L. S. AYRES &. CO. 
Los Angeles , Calif.-J. W. ROBINSON CO. 
Milwaukee, Wis.-GIMBELS. ___ _ 
Minneapolis, Minn .-DAYTON'S. 
New Orleans, La.-MAISON BLANCHE CO. 
Newport Beach , Calif. - J , W . ROBINSON. 
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THE 

Robert A. Siegel, Inc. 

''The H ouse of Class'ics'' 

TWO 

maintains one of the world's fin­

est and most important stocks of 

United States Stamps of all is­

sues as well as many choice For­

eign "classics" and covers. 

Want Lists and Special Require­

ments will have our prompt and 

careful attention. 

We are consistent buyers of fine 

properties and are always inter­

ested in considering anything you 
may have to offer us. 

OF us 
Robert A. Siegel 

Auction Galleries, Inc. 

Offers through Public Auction 

an unparalleled selection of the 

finest material the market affords. 

Through some 20 to 25 sales 

each year, serious, interested col­

lectors and dealers are offered 

the opportunity to bid for a 

wealth of choice material placed 

in our hands for sale. 

Lav ishly illustrated catalogues 

a re ca refully prepared for each 

sale. 

Annual subscription to all cata­

logues $5.00; With Prices Real­

ized, $10.00. 

No charge is made for catalogues 

picked up in person at our 

offices . 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL, Inc. 

" The H ouse of Classics" 

-:-

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, Inc. 
120 East 56th Street (Eleventh Floor) New York, N. Y. 10022 

Phone (212) 753-6421 
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PHILATELIC HANOBOOKS ===".'. 

Published by The Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund 

No. UNITED STATES, 24c AIR MAIL INVERTED CENTER OF 1918 
By Henry M. Goodkind 32 pages ... 9 Illus .... $1.00 

No. 2 CORRIENTES. THE ISSUES FROM 1856-80 
By Louis Stich 84 pages ... 20 Illus . .. . $2.00 

No. 7 UNITED STATES. THE TEN CENTS STAMPS OF 1855-59 
By Mortimer L. Neinken 252 pages ... 530 Illus .... $10.00 

No. 8 ROBERT MORRIS, POSTMASTER OF NEW YORK 
By Winthrop S. Boggs 206 pages ... 24 Plates ... $25.00 

No. IO CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, SPECIAL POSTAL ROUTES 
By Lawrence L. Shenfield 112 pages ... 88 Illus .... $10.00 

No. 11 FRENCH COLONIES, THE GENERAL ISSUES 
By Robert G. Stone 118 pages ... 82 Illus .... $2.00 

No. 12 CIVIL WAR PRISONS AND THEIR COVERS 
By Earl Antrim 251 pages ... 176 Illus ... . $10.00 

No. 13 HONDURAS, THE BLACK AIR MAIL 
By Irving I. Green 32 pages ... 14 Illus . ... SI.00 

No. 14 THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF NEPAL 
By H. D.S. Haverheck 128 pages ... 59 Illus ... . $5.00 

No. 15 THE PONY EXPRESS 
By M. C. Nathan & W. S. Boggs 105 pages ..• 102 Illus .... $5.00 

No. 16 MANCHOUKUO 
By Helen K. Zirkle 131 pages .... 168 Illus .... $5.00 

No. 17 UNITED STATES. THE 1851-57 TWELVE CENT STAMP 
By Mortimer L. Neinken 74 pages ... 65 Illus .... $4.00 

No. 18 AFGHANISTAN, ITS 20th CENTURY POSTAL ISSUES 
By Frank E. Patterson III 208 pages ... 225 Illus . ... $7.50 

No. 19 UNITED STATES, THE Sc BEACON AIR MAIL STAMP OF 1928 
By Henry M. Goodkind 64 pages ... 90 Illus . . .. $2 .00 

No. 20 THE NEW HEBRIDES, POSTAL STAMPS AND THEIR HISTORY 
By Nathan Hals and Phil Collas 176 pages ... 66 Illus . . .. $10.00 

No. 21 POSTAL HISTORY OF VERMONT 
By George C. Slawson, Arthur W. Bingham, Sprague W. Drenan 

310 pages ... Illustrated ... $10.00 
No. 22 NEW ZEALAND, 1898-99 GT. BARRIER ISLAND PIGEON POST STAMPS 

By J. Reg Walker, H. L. Chisholm, H. M. Goodkind 
110 pages . .. 70 Illus .. .. $5.00 

No. 23 PHILATELIC HANDBOOK FOR KOREA, 1884-1905 
By Korea Stamp Society 128 pages ... 80 Illus .... Sl0.00 

REPRINT OF FIRST SCO'IT CATALOGUE ISSUED IN 1868 
21 pages ••• $2.00 

CUMULATIVE INDEX. THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, 
Vols. 1-50, 1922-1971 71 pages •.. $10.00 

Kindly send me the hooks I have checked on the above list. Enclosed you will 
find my check, payable to the Collectors Club, in the amount of $.... .. . ..... 
I desire to make a contribution to the 'Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publi-
cation Fund', in the amount of $ .......................... . 
(All contributions to this Fund are deductible for Federal income tax purposes 
and official receipt will he sent to all donors for the full amount of their 
contributions.) 
NAME (Please print) ............... ..... .......... .. .. ...... .............. .. ........... .................... ..... . 

ADDRESS .......... .................... ... .... ... ......... .......... ...... ... ....... ..................... .. ..... .. .... ............... . 

·~==THE COLLECTORS CLUB=-==~ 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y. I 0016 
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The Postal History of Bussahir 

By Harrison D. S. Haverbeck, F.R.P.S.L., R.D.P . 

For many years one of the most troublesome of the Indian Feudatory States, 
from the philatelist 's point of Yi e\\· has been the State of Bussahir, more cor­
rect].\· knO\rn as Bashahr. l\lost of t hC' C'arl_\r specia lists in this group considered 
that Bussahir 's stamps \\" C' l" C' mad e morC' for sa le to coll ectors th a n for postal 
dnt,,-. 

If a fair appraisal is to be mad e of the postal h istory of Bussahir, the 
reasons for the existence, and the eve ntual failure of the State Postal System, 
it is necessary to dclw into depths wh er e fact merges with myth . Several thou­
sand .\·ears ago Vishnu 'the PresC'ner, ' second god of the Hindu triad, made his 
eighth rein carna t ion as Krishna. This sto1·:v is full.\' recorded in the Mahab­
harata. It is less full.\ · r C'corcl ed that his grandson, Parcluman Singh, travelled 
from Benares to the fal' nol'th , to Bussahir, on th e border of Tibet, there to 
marr:v the daughter of the Raja Barnsa D C'o. H e subsequentl:v murder ed his 
father-in-law and obtained possession of tlw territor_\·. 

What is important about this rn.vthological histor.\· is that among the Kantes, 
th e inhabitants of the major part of Bussa hir, the line of descent was considered 
unbroken for centuri es. Even wh en the Stat<' was oYerrun bv the Gurkhas in 
1803, the ruling house suniYecl, and after the inrnders expuision in 1815, the 
British authorities confirmed the Ra ja in possC'ssion in return for a tribute of 
Rs. 22,500 which \YaS reduced in 1847 to Rs. 5,910, and later to Rs. 3,845. Raja 
Shamsher Singh, born in 1838 and install ed in 1850, was a ruler fully accepted 
and respected, not simpl.\· as ruler , bu t ns the 120th in di rect descent from 
Krishna. 

This respect, naturally, was extended to his son and heir, Tika Raghunath 
Singh, the man whose initiatiw created the ,·ery nrcessary postal system and 
whose death caused the postal system to fa ll into less l'espectable hands. 

The necessity for the system is easily demonstrabl e. Bussahi1·, 30 miles north 
of Simla, \\"H S 3,320 square miles in extent, with a population of 65,000 people in 
70 vill ages scattered throug·hout the lower ranges of th e Himalaya mountains, 
all connected mainly by nothing more than mulr tracks. The Raja's principal 
in come was from forestry, a very substantia l lease to th e Imperial authorities of 
tree-felling r ights. The entire operation \\·as under th e management of an 
Imperial Forestry Officer. The populace was a combination of peasant, artisan 
and trader. .A ccording to the season, it gre\\· grain , tendrd sheep, wove wool 
and conducted trade in the import and export of Tibetan goat wool, called 
pasham. P asha m was bought at the frontier fa irs and sold south into Imperial 
India. Th ey also \YOYe cloth for their own clothrs and shipped the surplus to 
Simla. Therr \\'as a State subsidized weaYing school, one of the Yentures of 
lfaghunath Singh , to encoura ge this trade. To take adrnntnge of and encourage 
thr gTo\\·th of tn1dr, Haghunath Singh realized th<' nrcd fo r better communi ca­
tions. 

Thr postal syst r m in existence in Bussahir in 1894 consisted of two Imperial 
post offices, one at Rampur, (the capital ), a town of 1,100 people, and at the even 
smaller to\\"11 of Kilba , G5 mil es to the east. Letters wer e carried from these two 
cffi crs to Simla . Elsr where than Rampur and Kilba, traders had to be respon­
sibl e for thrir mm lette rs, a s.'·stem both ineffi cient and open to abuse. 
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Raghunath Rin gh \ms th r moYin g spirit behind all S tate cnterp1·isc in Bus­
sah ir. Th e estab lishm ent of th e internal posta l s.,·stcm \His on!~· a part of the 
gc1ic1·a l modernizat ion p lans \\'hi ch he att r mpted to put into effect durin g the 
1890 's. The p lans fo1· th e in tr rn al postal s,,·st em \re1·r d n l\rn up in 189.J. , \\·ith 
t he aid and encoura gement of a Mr. Co ldstrea m, Deput~· Commiss ioner of Simla 
and Super intend ent of th e H ill Sta tes. This fac t cffecti n' i.'" nega tes th e a rgu­
ment t hat th e postal s,,·st em of Bnssa hi1· \ l" <l S initiat ecl ,,·ith p hil atdic re,·enue as 

Figure I. O utline map of Bussa hir State wh ich appea rs in "The Posta l H istory of Bussa hir" by 
Robert Ba t e man . 

its main objective. In fact , it is moot that phil ateli c i·e ,·cnue \1·as a consid r l'ation 
whatsoeYCI'. 

'l' he plans p 1·0Yidecl for a posta l link bet\\' ren Ram pm · and the chief towns 
of the other t \\'O tahsil s,1 Chini and Rolnu . (Sec Figure 1). 'l'he sen-ice was 
moclclcd upon that of Imperia l India, ,,·ith a sc hrdul cd srn ice of r unners on the 
t wo routes. Th at br tween Rampm · nrnl Chin i m is cas~·, for a r oad existed . The 
route to and fro m Rohrn \1·as mor e diffi cult . Th e towns ,,·ere linkecl b ,- onh · 
very r oundabout l'Oatls, thei·cfo 1·c a pa1t of th e postal i·outc ha cl to fo.llow 'a 
mountain tr ack. Official mail \\'as to be canied frer brt wcen th e th ree post 
offices. Small cha l'ges ,,·r1·r to br leYiecl on p l'i rn tc co 1Tespond ence, ra ngin g up­
\\'al'ds from % ann a for t he lightest letter . 

As the Im prrial P ost Office usrd aclhesi\·r sta mps, th en so ,,·ould Bussah ir . 
It is quite certain that the suggestion for th is ca mr from Mr. Coldstream. A 
suitab lr basic design \\'a s p1·cpa red b.'· a local sh opkeeper , Manh·i Kar am Ba khsh. 
It had as its centra l fea ture a tigel', cleri,·rd fro m th e Statr crest. Aftr1· he ha<l 
comp leted the design , l\Iauh·i Kam m Bakh sh \1·as sPnt to Bomba~· to learn 
lithography at t he prin tin g house of H aji Na m1b Ali . Th el'c hr d1·e\\' t he series 
of designs for the first issue, also a series of l'e,·e m1e sta mps, and b~- rn eans of 

1. A subclivjsion of a clistl'ict (especia lly fo 1· 1·c,·c 11 uc pu ,.poscs). 
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transfr f's p1·cp<1l'cd the lithogrnphiC' stones. Tlw designs " ·c1·c clra\\'n straight on 
to the tn111sfc1· pape1· ,an d l'rolll thern th e stones 11·ere 111acle for printing sheets 
of foul' h.'· s ix. Th e faet that these stones 1n'1 ·e laid clown in Bornha~r in a 
pl'Ofcssional pl'inting house ;1eeounts fol' the high qualit.Y prints. 

Thl' ol'<lcr fo1· the pl'inting must li<l\"e been gi1·en some time in late 189-1. 
·when he returned to Rampm· and bcg;in the operation, M.auh·i Karam Bakhsh 
must haw rralized 1·c1'.1· quick!~· that the stones, espce inll,v those for the lmY value 
stamps, \\'c1·e in;:icl equatc. It \ras decided to orde1· a permanent copper plate 
from \\'h ieh n n Ii m ited t ra nsfe l's cou Id he llladc. 1\1 ;i u h ·i K;i ni m B;:i khsh wrote 
to Haji Namtb Ali \\'ho asked " ·hl'thcr the lettering mis to be in white, as in the 
first issue, 01· in color. l\l<1uh·i l\:<1rn111 Bakhsh replied th<1t it (lid not make any 
diffc1·rncc, ;Je(·otmting· for the different st~· l es of the t1rn sets ol' stamps. 

'l'hP st.imps 1rere distf'ihutcd to the three post offiecs on June '20th, 1895. 
A doc11111pnt 11·as St'nt pl'iOI' to this time to the postmastef's of the three towns 
cxpl;iining the natnf'e :rnd the use \1·hieh the st;1mps 11·c 1·c to be put. 

TllP "A<h·:mcl' Ci1·cular to Postmasters" consisted or a shrrt of thick fools­
c;-1p on which th e Yal'ious stamps 1re1·e mlhe1·rtl. On the upper portion 1rere 
I ithogT;1phc<l proofs of the rc1·enue stamps. Belo11· thef'e 1rns a rnw of stamps 
consisting of the 1;4, 1, 4, 8 and 12 annas post;1gc stamps of the first issue, im­
pcrforntc and without monogram ; an engrn1·cd Y:i a11n;1 of the second issue " ·ith 
a rose rnonogrnm; a ])l'ool' in black of the fil'st issue '2 <11111;1s, ;ind a 2 annas 
~ · rl lm1· \\'ith a gf'ern n1onogrnm. Belm1· these stnn1ps on eith e1· sidt' of the sheet 
th crr \ms H block of four engra1·cd pl'Oofs from the coppC'i' plate eng1·a1·ecl for 
the srcond issue. Th e left hand block consisted of the uppcl' half of the plate, 
Ir·., J'2n ., '2n. nrnl J;i. Th e i·ight hand hlock mis the ilm C' r lrnlf of the plate, Sa ., 
+a. , l/2a. and lAf;:i. At the bottom of thr sheet mis ;:i lH rgr hi uc monogram, RNS, 
nidt' ntl.1· cut from a sheet of the Tika Sahib's nott' P<lfWI'. A translation of this 
('il'cuiHI' reads, "SAl\lPJ,E SHEET: To hr returned Hfter perusal in registered 
coyer. Aftc1· inspecting these sa111plcs the.1· should hr sent hack b,v registered 
(post ) . On the stamps a small monogram is placed and they bcc;i me arnilable 
for nse. ·without this mark the." cannot be usC'd. CWc omit the description of 
the us;igc of the rncnue stamps ) . From here to the end these small stamps, all 
nrn<lc h.'· hand, haYe been affixed. Coppel' platt's fol' thrm ha1·c been engraved 
and impressions of them ha1·e bcrn affixed on both sides, belo\\-. These small 
stamps \\'i 11 hr used on I~· l'or ·postage', that is fol' sending lrttcrs. Stamps of 
the pattern ol' these r ight small stamps 11·ill he 01·crprinted 11·ith a monogram of 
ornamrntal letter s. Th e i 11 rn f'iablc l'U le is that impressions ,,·i ll be taken from 
thr copper plates and plaec(l on the stone. Of thrse small stamps, a sheet 
consists of '2-J. stamps.·· 

This sheet makes it quite ell'af' that the JJOstal sen·ice anti cipated the intro-
1luction of the stamps and that , ii' the stamps " ·e1·e sent out on June 20th, 1895, 
a post;-1 l opel'a ti on , including i·cgistt'f'ed ma i I, 1rns a lrcacl ~· in operation. The 
rstablishment of lllilil f'out es p1·iol' to the issrnrnce of aclhesi1·e postage stamps 
scotches the chal'gc that the stamps 11·e 1·e isstlE'd pl'imaril~- for sale to collectors. 
The need for a postal sen·iC'e, and the l'act that it 11-;1s established prior to the 
aclrnnce i)l'oofs of the pl'oposed strnnps !'Caching the postmasters, emphasizes the 
good intentions of Tika Raglnmath Singh ,,·ith l'cspeet to the issu;ince of them. 

The single lettc f' rate 11-;1s % an11;1 per 14 tola. The l/:i anna stamp \1·as 
probabl.'· in most frequl'nt used . The high rnluc stamps arc practically un­
obtainable postall~· used . Th ere is no in l'orm;1tion aYailablc on the other rates. 

Thcl'c \\'e1·c t11·0 111 ajo1· designs of to11·n rna rk used. These srrycd as ob­
litcmtors as 1rell, lt;w ing been applied directl.v to the stamp itself . These are 
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Figure 2. Illustrations of the two basic designs of the cancellations and town markings used by 
the State. 

shown in figu1·e 2. Tlw eal'liest 'rns a circulal' mal'k , 25 mm. in diameter, with 
two parallel horizontal lin es acrnss the ccn tel' of the cil'cle "·hich conta ined the 
date. \.Vithin the outer circle 'ms an inner ci1·cle 16 mm. in diameter. At the 
top and bottom, between the horizontal area containin g the date and the inner 
circle there appears se,·en thi ck w1·tical bars. At the top between the inner and 
outer circles appeared the to,,·n name, at tlw bottom, the \vords BUSSAHIR­
STATE, with the hyphen a lways present. The second 'ms a circular mark 
27 mm. in diameter. The name of the post office, ,,·ith a cross on each side, 
appeared across th e cenk 1·, but not bebrnen lines. Th e1·e is a circular mark 
20 mm. in <liarnekl' wh ich has hepn found on ]_,. upon remainders and reprints . 
This has an indeciph erable Yernaeular iuscl'iption without any English lettering. 
There is a lso a l'ectangular mark with rounde<l corners, area 20x12 mm. con­
taining a ,·ernacular inscription 1·eading "1li, anna. " This must be considered 
as completely bogus. This mark has been fo und on issued stamps, remainders 
and r eprints. lt is probably of European origin as it can be found on stamps 
of other Feudato1·_,. States far i·emoYed from Bussahir. The majority of the 
''used " remainders and reprints is cancell ed with the Ra mpur postmark elated, 
19 MA 1900 or 10 SK 1901. These " ·ere obliterated for export after the closing 
of the State Post Office. 

r\ s, unfortunately, all postmarked stamps of Bussahir have to be regarded 
as guilty until pron•d innocent, the following screening process is helpful: 
1. All stamps issued for postal purposes bear a rnonogrnm RS, with th e R 

imposed on the S. The R is double-lined " ·hile the S is single-lined. 
2. Stamps of the first t~·pe are remainders if the~- bear an~' other monogram. 
3. Stamps of thr seconJ t.'·pe on woye paper 'rith an~· other monograrn, or with­

out monogram , nre rernaindrrs. The 8 and 12 annas and 1 rupee stamps 
" ·ere nen'l' issued foe postal purposes. 

4. Stamps of the second set on laid papet', 01· in incol'l'ect co lors, nre reprints. 
5. Stamps cancelled 19 lVIA 1900 or any date later than 31 Ma 1901 are can­

celled to order. 

It should be noted that the ex istence of a stamp '·on piece " is no indication 
o:f postal use. Some time around 1905 a l;uge number of pieces " ·ere mnnu­
factured for export. Th e pieces were produced h~- mounting and postmarking 
the stamps in ruled squares on large sheds. Trnces of the pencil ruling often 
rem am . 

Raghunath Singh, founder of Bussah ir 's pasta I s_,·stern, <lied in 1898. He 
was the strong man of the State go,·ernment. In the months that followed his 
death, there 'ms such confusion thnt the ImpPrial Goyei·nment found it necessary 
to place a British manager in Rampur, to gu ide, and at times enforce, the policies 
the State was to pursue. The Raja, Shnmsher Singh, then sixty, withdrew 
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deqwr and deeper into the \\·orhl of his hobbies, and to the increasing of his 
personal fortune. There \Hts no longer an:· direct heir to the title. The most 
logical contender was a :·oun g· ma n of 25, Mian P adam Sin gh . The Bri tish 
Managc l', l\[r. R mC'l'son, found the latter totalJ.,- un trn in rd fo r the role of adrnin­
istni to1· and i·ul er. lt \ms durin g this tim e th at th r posta l service grnduall :v 
cn1mhlccl. P adam Sin gh was giYen cr l'tnin sma ll n 'sponsihilities. One of these 
was the adm inistrt ion of t he post;1l sr 1·yi ce \rhieh did co ntinue to fu nction quite 
11 01·mall:· for some t ime . Thrrr \\·rre ample stocks of stamps at the three offices, 
Rampur, Chini and Rohn1. 'l' hr range of coYers arnl genuinely used stamps 
sho,,· that some Yo lume of mail \\'<IS hand led at a ll stages throughou t the remain­
ing three years of the senice 's existence. 

On 1arch 31st, J 901, the sen · ice \\'aS taken o,·e1· !J.,. the Imperial P ost Office, 
wh ich assumed t he rcsponsibili t.'· for local cle Ji ,·eries a ncl opened post offi ces 
throughout thr State. Th ese steaclil.'· gre \r in m1mbe1'. B~- 1970 there were 
r ight offices, Rampur, Ra rahan irnd Hichar, in th e Hrnnp m· ta hsil ; Rohru , Arhal 
and Tildcer in the Rohru tahsil ; and Chini and Killrn in the Chini tahsil. 

In the preparation of this art icle the author has clrawn extensively from 
111 a11:' sourees be>·ond his O\rn eoll eet ion . Ch ief n mong· them ha ,·e been, The 
Postal Ifistory of B nssahfr h.v Rohe1't Bateman, the \\Tit ings of the late Col. 
F. M. Douic in the Philatl' lic J onrn al of 111 dia and of the late Maj. E. B . E vans 
in Gibbons Stamp Monthly. 
•:•lllllllllllll[lllllllllllll[lfllll llllllf [l llllllllllll [lll llllllllll[lllll lllllllf [l llllllllllll[lll lllll llllf[l!lll llllllllClll lllllll lll[lll lllllll llf[llllllllllllf[lllllllllllllllllllllllllll[lll' 
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The Carrier Service In Baltimore 
Prior to 1863 
By Denwood N. Kelly 

The story of the official carrier service in Baltimore is one that would seem 
to be not too difficult to unravel, but, on the contrary, there arc still some points 
that defy solution despite the amount of research that has been undertaken oYer 
the years. One would expect to find documentary eYidence in the local news­
papers, of which there were many in the mid-nineteenth century in the l\lonu­
mental City. However, surprisingly few advertisements haYc been found that 
throw much light on the subject despite diligent searching. Apparently the 
official carrier service was reasonably \rnll patronized from its inception and 
the need for continuous newspaper achertising \ms not great. The Yarious pri­
vately owned local posts, of which there were about a dozen during the period 
1846-1860, offered little competition. Th e aYerage life of these posts can be 
measured in months rather than in years, and in each case the reason for going 
out of business was non-support on the part of the letter-writing public instead 
of litigation instituted by the Post Office Departm ent. Another factor is the 
absence of large amounts of strictly philatelic material fOl' analysis. :Many of 
the covers that would in time haYc yielded Yaluable inform ation " -ere burned 
in the great Baltimore fire of 1904 which destro:red such a large portion of the 
business section of the city. 

The official carrier service apparent]:- offered reasonably good sen-ice dur­
ing the fee period; this is indicated in a negatiYc sense by the lack of critical 
editorials in the public press of the time, the press being Yery prone to sharpl:­
criticize any poor service on the part of a public enterprise. 

The actual beginning elate of the letter carrier system in Baltimore is not 
known. Careful perusal of city directories rerna ls that there was one " letter­
carrier" listed as early as the 1819 edition , but the exact nature of his duties 
is not known. Possibl:r he was employed in the collection of letters only. In 
1840 there were at least three letter carriers in Baltimore; John Musselman, 
Richard C. vVells and Peter ·w ells. The cit:- had not been districted in any 
manner, nor is there any indication of the establishment of letter-boxes or 
places of deposit for letters to be ta ken to the Post Office. Although the Act 
of 1836 provided for the employment of letter carriers for the collection and 
delivery of letters, no eYidence has so far been found to indicate that a fully 
organised carried department was in operation in Baltimore prior to 1842. 

1842-1849 

In Matchett's Baltimore City Directory of 1842--!3 there appeared a notice, 
dated June 1, 1842, in which Thomas Finley, Postmaster of Baltimore, announced 
the establishment of seYen depots for the receipt of letters to be taken to the 
Post Office, these depots each being located \rithin a district allotted to an indivi­
dual letter carrier. The text of the notice is as follO\rn: 

DEPOTS FOR LETTERS 
Baltimore Post Office, Jun e 1, 1842 

By the regulations prescribed by the Post Master General, for a 
system of "Letter-Carriers in the cities of the United States", the 
Carriers are permitted to receive letters for deposit in the Post Office, 
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at all places within their respective District, as also to establish, with 
the approbation of the Department, particular places of deposit within 
their respective Districts, for such letters as are intended to be sent to 
the Post Office. 

In pursuance of these regulations, and with a view of extending 
accommodations of the Post Office, by facilitating the transmission of 
letters to the Office, as well as from it, the following depots for receipt 
of letters, to be placed in the Post Office, ha.-e been established in the 
several Districts of the Carriers, as named : 

In J. Musselman's District - The Three Tuns Ta,·ern, Corne r 
Pratt and P aca Sts. 

In D. Rayhice's District- The residence of t he Carrier , Saratoga 
Street, 9 doors west of Chatsworth. 

In J. Gallaher's District- Golden Horse Tavern, corner Howard 
and Franklin Sts. 

In W . White's District- At vVm. Moore's, corner Pratt street and 
Smith 's wharf. 

In E. A . W ells's District -At Messrs. Ahern & Boyd 's, corner of 
Baltimore and Liberty Streets. 

In E. C. J ohnson's District - corner of Thames and Market streets, 
F.P. 

In H. Lusby 's District - Number 14 Exeter str eet, north of Pitt. 
THOMAS FINLEY, Post Master. 

This notice is particularly inter esting as it indicates that prior to this time 
such collection points had not been established in Baltimore. Although no r ates 
were mentioned, it must be assumed that the two cent fee in general use at the 
time was in effect , as from 1836 to 1849 a two cent fee was effective in all 
carrier offices for the three types of services offered, namely, collection of letters 
for the mails; delivery from the mails ; and the delivery of strictly local mail. 
Also omitted was any mention of a strictly local senice - this may indicate 
that in Baltimore the carrier service at that time was not being operated as a 
special department separate from the ordinary fu nctions of the Post Office, 

Figure I. Local Valentine cover with unidentified handstamp, "PAID 2". (Kelly Collection). 
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' "' 

Figure 2. Entire letter, Baltimore to Hagerstown , Md., Dec. 19, 1846, with large red boxed " PAID " 
applied by the firm of Sam . Harris & Sons. (Kelly Collect ion). 

and thus \ YaS not set up to handle strictly local mail so as to aYoid payment 
of the drop letter postage. 

The present writer has no record of any handstamped postal markings 
which definitely can be assigned to the carrie1· sen-ice in this early period of 
its existence. The coyer illustrated in Figure 1 may bea1· an example of such 
a marking, hmrnrnr. Th e ''PAID 2'' marking in blue coul d be a carrier ser­
vice marking; the rate would be correct for either a coll ection or deliver,v fee. 
If it represented payment of a drop letter charge, which \\'as also two cents at 
the time, a circular Baltimore date stamp should also appear on the coyer to 
show that it passed through a regular part of the Post Office. Also possible is 
th e chance that this handstamp was one employed by a private deliver~' sen-ice. 
Unfortunately there is no indication of a date of use; t he enclosure is a large 
hand-colored Valentine, unsigned and undated. 

Figure 2 illustrates an even more interesting co,·er \\'hi ch probably has a 
definite association with the carrier service, even though t he markings thereon 
\\·ere not applied by the carrier department. The large red boxed " PAID " was 
probably applied b~r the sender, apparentl:-r to flag to the attention of the carrier 
nnd th e postal clerk eYentually handlin g the letter that it \\·as to go prepaid. 
·when the letter was handed over to the regular postal clerk it was struck with 
the standard blue Baltimore circular date stamp and small unframed " PAID " 
alon g with the oval rate mark. Senral coYers similar to th is \\·e1·e found in the 
large accumulation of commercial coyers acquired b~· the late ·w alter S . Fishel 
when he made his famous '' Hagerstmn1 Bank Find '' some years ago. All bore 
th e same reel boxed " PAID" handstamp in addition to the regular blue Ba lti­
rnore postal markings and in each case the sender had also inscribed in the 
llpper lrft corner a manuscript "pd" to indi cate that the letter \ms to go pre­
paid. The manuscript "pd" always appears in the same hanchrriting and the 
same ink as that of the address. All conrs bearing this r eel box eel "PAID " 
marking that have been seen by the \Hiter and that were found in the Fishel 
acquisition \rrre mail ed by the firm of Sam. Harris & Sons, bankers, in Balti­
more, \rhich seems to indicate that the handstamp was applied b,v the clrrk at 
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the sender's office. There is also the possibility that the red "PAID" was 
applied by the carrier; if this were true, however, examples of this handstamp 
should be commoner and should have been seen, by this time, on letters from 
other senders. 

,,. 

To POSTAGE for IM MMlli ".{ . • ,r 

Figure 3. Post Office receipt (October, 1842) for a month's postage which had been charged 
to the account of a local insurance company. (Kelly Colletion) . 

Very probably the Harris firm packaged its daily letters and either deposited 
them in a collection box or gave them to the carrier when he made his deliveries, 
running a monthly account with the carrier for his fees as well as with the 
Post Office for the regular postage. This practice of keeping "charge accounts" 
with the carriers was quite common at the time; in the Baltimore city directories 
from 1845 to 1855 the Post Office notices always mentioned that, "persons with 
whom the carriers keep monthly accounts'' could prepay carrier fees or ordinary 
postage ''after the office is closed' ' by mailing their letters with a slip of paper 
''requesting them to be charged.'' Figure 3 shows a receipt from Thomas 
Finley's office for a month's postage (October, 1842 ) for one such commercial 
user. Interestingly enough, the clerk at the Post Office who signed the receipt 
was C. T. Maddox, who became Postmaster of Baltimore on May 12, 1849. 

The Baltimore Post Office was located in the basement of Barnum's Hotel, 
on the southwest corner of :F'ayette and Calvert Streets, during the decade from 
1839 to 1849. A photograph of this famous old landmark, taken in the 1860 's, 
is shown in Figure 4. 'l'he site is now occupied by the Equitable Building and 
is diagonally across Fayette Street from the Battle Monument which appears as 
the central vignette of the well-known adhesive stamp issued in 1856-57 by 
Graffl in 's Despatch. 

The cover illustrated in Figure 5 was undoubtedly delivered by carrier 
after being mailed at the Post Office as a drop letter. The fees were obviously 
paid in cash, as evidenced by the postal clerk's manuscript "Paid 4" in the 
upper right corner. Two of the four cents paid the drop letter rate then in 
effect and the letter was struck with the blue Baltimore circular date stamp, 
' ' PAID'' and the '' 2 in oval' ' drop letter rate mark. The remaining two cents 
was turned over to the carrier department, which used no handstamp, to cover 
the correct rate of two cents for prepaid local delivery. Normally, such carrier 
fees were not prepaid, the addressee paying the fee on the letters - in this 
particular case the reason for prepayment was probably a selfish one as the 
writer, a young clergyman, was writing to his bishop seeking a charge which 
would warrant his getting married ! 

As can be seen from the foregoing, any covers of the 1842-1849 period which 
can be identified definitely with carrier handling are quite scarce. The writers 
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Figure 4. Barnum 's Hotel, Fayette and Calvert Sts ., from a contemporary lithograph . The Baltimore 
Post Office was located on the ground floor of this building from 1839 to 1849. (Photograph by 
courtesy of the Maryland Room, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore}. 

Figure 5. Entire local letter, Aug . 14, 1847 , showing prepayment of both the drop letter and car­
rier fe es. (Ke lly Collection) . 

h:in' rrcordcd no coYers from Baltim ore to another city dur in g this period which 
shm1· incontroYertibly that they were dcl i 1·crcd ''to the mails'' by carrier, 
though man:'• coYers in existence must haYe been so hand lccl. 
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1849-1851 

Baltimore grew rapidly in the 1840 's and trade, with its attendant cones­
pondencc, expanded very considerably. Apparentl.v the carric1· department, as 
organized in 1842, was inadequate to meet the dcmall(ls placed upon it b~- the 
end of the decade and, in line \\·ith the actions in othe1· lal'ge cities, 1rns 1·co1·­
ganized as a Dispatch Post \\·ith the approYal of the Postmaster General. Th e 
following official notice to that effect appeared in The Sirn of Frbrnar~- 12, 13 
and 14, 1849: 

DISPATCH POST. - The ladies and grntlcmen m·e thus notified 
that the DISPATCH POST has been put into act in· open1tion. The 
P. l\'I. G. has appointed Mr. JOHN PANNEJ..J_;, with numerous assist­
ants, which insures prompt deliYery. That the1·c ma~r be no mistake, 
our BOXES ar c painted RED, and are placed at the following places, 
or corners: Opposite POS'l'-OFFICE, attended da~r and night; one at 
Broadway and ·Wilk; one at Caroline and Gough; one :it Belen and 
Orleans; one at Eastern Dispensary; one at High and Baltimore; onr 
at Pratt and High ; one at Ashland Square; one at Gay and High; one 
at Lombard and l\farket Space; one at Sun office; one at Light and 
Pratt; one at Hill and I-IanO\·er; one at Pratt and Howard ; one at 
Charles and Ba ltirnorc; one at Saratoga and Charles; one at J_;exing­
ton and Howard; one at Franklin and Howard ; one at Franklin and 
Green; on e at Green and Baltimore sts. 

POS'rl\'IASTER , C. n. 
It is interesting to note that the boxes we1·e painted red to a mid confusion 

- obviously there were still in existence the boxes of a former priYate local post 
or one was in operation at the particular time, although the existence of such a 
post in early 1849 is not on record at pl'esent. It is also noted that the timing 
of the reorganization was such that the hea'·>" local mailings incidental to 
St. Valentine's Day would giYe the new nnture a good sta1't. An editorial in 
the February 12th ed ition of The Snn commented as follo\\·s: 

''VALENTINE'S DAY. - The Post Office, \\·e lcam , is already becom­
ing the depository of an immense number of Yalcntines, and between 
now and ·Wednesday, ire doubt not there \\'ill be a perfect flood of 
them, as 1rell as through the Dispatch Post, \\"hich , \\'r obsen·e, is also in 
operation. Those who do not ,,·ish their Joye missiles to find their way 
to the "dead letter " office at Washington , should be careful to write 
the direction in plain hand, as " ·ell as to giYc th e stl'ert and number 
of the house to which they are to be dcliYcred, so that they may he 
speedily delivered.'' 

The Postmaster of Baltimore at the time of the 1849 r eorganization was 
Jam cs IVI. Buchanan, better knO\\·n for his postmaster's p1·oyisional issues of 
1845-46. Buchanan's appointment terminated on May 12, 1849, just three 
months after the r eorganization and he was succeeded in office b~r Charles T. 
Maddox who was apparently responsible for the issuance of the first adhesiYe 
stamps used solely by the Baltimore carriers. As yet no notice or achertisement 
has been recorded that throws any light on the date that the '' Post Office One 
Cent Despatch " stamps (Scott Type Cl) made their appearance. Th e earliest 
date of use so far recorded is April 23, 1850 whi ch is apprnxinrntrl~· a :·ear 
after Maddox assumed office. This usage 1rns recorclecl on a cover in the Laurence 
B. Mason collection, the adhesive being red in color. Another :fin r rarly cover 
is shown in Figure 6, the combination of early elate of use (June 27, 1850), 
"Baltimore Railroad" postmark, and "5" handstamp tying the carrier adhesive, 
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Figure 6. "Outgoing" letter, Jun e 27, 1850, showing t he circul ar date stamp , " Ba lt imore Ra ilroa d "; 
the carrier stamp (Scott I LBI) t ied by blue "5" . An outstand ing example of early use of t he first 
type. (Ex C aspary Collection) . 

rendering this an outstanding piece. That Maddox should be the postmaster 
responsible for the first carrier stamps is perhaps not unlikely - he 'ms a former 
postal clerk and Assistant Postmaster and the Baltimore Post Office was run 
efficiently under his guidance. H e apparently had a considerable in terest in the 
carrier senice; one of his fi rst acts after taking office was to relocate the carriers ' 
room at the P ost Office so that the carriers and the public benefited mutually, 
a report of his improYement being made in The Sun of July 19, 1849, just two 
months after his appointment. 

No mention of the carriers' f ees was made in the achertisement of' February 
12, 1849 and in the absence of' other eYidence to the contrary it has been gen­
erally concluded that the one cent foe established in Boston, New York and 
Philadelphia also applied in Baltimore. The fact that the adhesiYe stamps 
issued while the 1849 reorganization was still in force \Yere of' one cent denom­
ination lends further credence to this theory. H ad there been a two cents rate 
in effect it is almost certain that stamps of that denomination \\·ould haYc been 
issued. 

It has always been the writer 's opinion that the stamps of th is first type 
first made their appearance at such time as to permit their fa ir]~· general use 
by St. Valentine 's Day of' 1850 when such a method of prepayment would saYc 
tremendous time for both carriers and public, alike. ·whil e there is no evidence 
to support such a theory, the early reported date of April 23rd is not too much 
later than the suspected date. That there was heavy seasonal mailing in Balti­
more at the time is indicated by an editorial in The Sim of F ebruary 15, 1850 
which commented on the heavy volume of mail handled at the Post Office th e 
previous day, estimating that 8000 Yalentines had been handled and mentioning 
that in addit ion to those handled by the Post Office carriers, " many thousands, 
no doubt, have been sent to anxious lovers by th e indi vidual dispatch posts, who 
ha YC been running to and fro, richly laden with the 'sweet messengers of loYe' 
for th e lonelv S\Yeethearts of' the monumental citv. '' A number of the stationers 
who featu red val entin es advertised that dispat~h boxes were install ed at their 
shops and ''trustworthy persons were avail able to convey missives to any part 
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of the city. " Advertisements of this type were common for a decade or so; 
from varying wording it would seem that some stationers underwrote delivery 
of rnlentines purchased at their shops b~r employing a temporary carrier, others 
arranged \Yith an existing· priYate local post to effect deliYery on a f ee basis, 
while still others had a special messeng·er avail able on a fee basis. 

1851- 1860 

The new Postage Act, approved March 3, 1851, caused a further r evision of 
the carrier service in Baltimore. On June 19, 1851 the following notice appear­
ed in 1.'he Sun which outlined the plans of the Postmaster, Charles T. Maddox, 
fo r the r eorganization: 

POST OFFICE, Baltimore, 19th June, 1851. - In execution of the 
power conferred by Congress under the provisions of the 10th section 
of the new Postage Act, approved 3d March, 1851, the Postmaster Gen­
eral has established Post Routes on and over all the streets, avenues, 
roads, and public high·ways within the limits of this city, from and 
after the 30th Jun e, instant. 

With a view to carry out the provisions of th e abO\·e mentioned 
10th seciont, I have diYided the cit~r into co1wenient i·outes and deliver~' 
districts, and by and with the achice of the Postmaster General, ap­
pointed suitable persons to be employed as letter carriers, who have 
given bond for the faithful and diligent performance of the duties 
which may be assigned to them. 

Each letter carrier will be entitled to charge two cents for every 
letter mailed out of the city and b~r him received from the Post Office 
and delivered to the person addressed, and one cent for each drop letter 
from the Post Office and delivered to the person addressed. 

For each handbill or circular delivered the carrier will be entitled 
to r eceiYe one cent per copy, and for each newspaper or pamphlet half 
a cent for delivery of each copy. 

Strong boxes, secured under the iron lock of the Post Office Depart­
ment, will be placed at proper points in each delivery district for the 
reception of letters, &c., both for the mails, and city distribution. 

A 11 mailabl e matter found in the boxes will be taken to the Post 
Office fr ee of charge. 

Letters and circulars for city delinry, if hand ed to the carriers, 
or left in the boxes, will be handed to the persons addressed without 
passing through the Post Office, at a charge of one cent only, to be in 
all cases pre-paid. 

Stamps for this purpose will be furnished. The stations for the 
boxes, and other particulars as to the hours of taking letters from them, 
&c. , will be made known hereafter. 

CHARLES T . MADDOX, P . M. 1t: 

It will be noted that the above advertisement quoted rates for the Yarious kinds 
of mail the carriers handled and emphasized that any mail able matter found in 
the boxes would be taken to the Post Office free of charge. 

1.'he Sun immediately editorialized on the subject of the reorganization, 
th e first appearing on June 21st, as follows: 

SUB-POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS. - W e omitted to notice a conveni­
ent arrangement announced in yesterday's Sun, by Mr. Maddox, the 
Baltimore Postmaster, for the purpose of taking up letters at proper 
points throughout the city, and distributing them according to their 
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address. ''Mailable matter found in the boxes will be taken to the 
Post Office free of charge.'' This latter feature of the arrangement 
is a very necessary adjunct of the particular policy of the Post-office, 
and commends itself to universal approbation, in view of the location of 
the principal office at a place retired from the centre of business and 
unfamiliar to the people. The device would be a good and serviceable 
one under any circumstances; but it becomes eminently so under the 
policy before us. We therefore cordially ascribe due credit to the Post­
master for the arrangement. It is fairly entitled to public approval 
as a consistent feature of the establishment in his hands. 

But there is another thing about it we do not like so well, and that 
is charging the people two cents for the delivery of letters received by 
mail; thus actually doubling the price of delivery at a time when the 
three cent rate of postage, which is just going into effect, will greatly 
increase the number of letters delivered. The effect of this will be 
either to force the people to hunt up the post-office, however retired may 
be its situation, or pay the double tax. If we are not mistaken, our 
citizens will, in a short time, get their eyes wide open to this secluded 
policy. Here are two things that at once seem essential to it. In the 
first place mailable matter will be taken up free at different points of 
the city, which is done at no additional expense, because the boxes must 
be visited at appointed times for local delivery - and this is to reconcile 
the people to the post-office on one side of the town. On the other hand. 
as this same inconvenience will prevent the people from calling for 
their letters, they are to be charged double for delivery. 

From this editorial it is obvious that The Sun, at least, felt Yery strongly agamst 
the new location of the Post Office. Perhaps more important is the implication 
that up until this time the carriage of mailable letters from the letter boxes to 
the Post Office had not been free. The next editorial made its appearance on 
June 30th, reading : 

THE PROPOSED TWO CENT DISPATCH. - The cheap post­
age law goes into effect to-morrow. The law leaves it optional the 
charge of either one or two cents postage for city delivery, and two 
cents is proposed in Baltimore; but as the cost of carrying a letter 
three thousand miles is only three cents, one-third of that amount is 
amply sufficient for carrying· it from one street to another of the same 
city. If our Postmaster persists in charging two cents, the government 
will find some competition. We obseve already that the proprietors 
of the dispatch post of Philadelphia, propose to the Postmaster General 
to accommodate the public better and at less rates than can be done by 
any other system. They offer to make regular and prompt deliveries 
every two hours during the day of the mailable matter in the Philadel­
phia post-office, intended for distribution in the city, carrying letters at 
one cent, and other matter at present post office rates. 

In addition to the strong objection raised against the two cents charge for the 
delivery of incoming letters, per se, as noted before, the paper was obviously 
very much against the proposed new location for the Post Office. It was strongly 
stated that the "free delivery to the Post Office" was merely a maneuver to 
reconcile the citizens to an undesirable location for the Post Office - the Gov­
ernment then being in the midst of negotiations to relocate the Post Office from 
the northeast corner of North and Fayette Streets (now Guilford Avenue and 
Fayette Street) to the Exchange Buildings at Gay and Second Streets (the site 
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Figure 7. The Exchange Buildings, Gay and Second Sts ., in which the Baltimore Post Office was 
located from Aug. 21 , 1851 to about 1880. {From a contemporary lithograph, courtesy of the 
Maryland Room , Enoch Pra tt Free Library , Baltimore). 

of the present Custom House), shown in Figure 7. The interior accommoda­
tions for the Post Office were much better in the proposed new location, but 
many people, including the the editors of 1'he Sim, apparently felt that the ne\\· 
location, some four blocks to the south of the existin g one, 'rns too far away 
from the then accepted business center of the city. Despite the feeling to the 
eontrary, the move \rns effected on August 21, 1851. Th e hint in the second 
editorial about probable competition from the priYate dispatch posts is also most 
interesting. 

On July 1, 1851 the following lengthy adYertisement appeared, listing all 
the districts, the carriers assigned thereto and the locations of the '' Stations or 
Branch Post-Offices for the reception of letters under the new carrier system": 

POST-OFFICE , Baltimore, Jul~r 1, 1851. - 'I'he followi ng are the Sta­
tions or Branch Post-Offices for the reception of letters under the new 
Carrier system as set forth in my notice to the public of 19th ult., viz: 

DISTRICT No. 1 - SAMUEL KUGLER, carrier. - At E . H. 
Perkins', druggist, S.W. corner of Green and Baltimore streets; at C. 
Wisernan's, druggist, S.E. corner of Fremont and Baltimore streets; 
and at S. M. Stewa1·t's, grocer, cornei: of Foremont and Columbia 
streets. 

DISTRICT No. 2 - JOHN ROUNTREE, carrier. - At L. Phil­
lips', druggist, S.E . corner of Pratt and Paca streets; at F. H. Bischoff 's, 
tabacconist, N."W. corner of Barre and Howard streets; at Schwartz & 
Dix 's, confectioners, S .E . corner of Baltimore and Liberty streets. 

DISTRICT No. 3 - GEO P . WILLIAR, carrier. - At Marshall 
& McPherson 's, druggists, S.W. corner of Baltimore and Hanover 
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streets; at Gny·s 'C'. S. Hotel, Pratt street; at James V. D. Stewart's, 
druggist, S.E. corner of Hanover and Camden streets. 

DISTRICT No. 4- THOMAS E. TALBOTT, carrier. - At Mar­
tin & Wheeler's, Druggists, 48 South Calvert street; at G. W. Gordon's, 
grocer, 80 Light street; at M. S. Robbins', druggist, corner of Hughes 
and Light streets. 

DISTRIC'l' No. 5 - M. S. SHOW ACRE, carrier. - At Geo. A. 
l\Iartin 's, confectioner, 72 Pratt street, near Commerce; at C. H. 
Duhurst 's, druggist, corner of Pratt street and Dugan 's wharf ; at 
Burns & Sloan 's, lumber merchants, corner of West Falls aYenue n nc1 
vVilk street. 

DISTRIC'l' No. 6 - A. HOFFMAN, carrie1·. -At John S. Rresc ·s, 
druggist, 31 East Baltimore street; at Thomas J. Pitt 's, druggist , 
N.E. corner of High and Pratt streets; at Joseph Stansbur~r 's, grocer, 
N.W. corner of Exeter street and E astern avenue. 

DISTRICT No. 7 - E. C. JOHNSTON, carrier. - At Oscar 1\Ion­
sm~at 's, druggist, corner of Broadway and Eastern aYrnue; at Joseph 
B. Stansbury's, dru"'gist, 61 Thames street; at ·wm. Eli"s, druggist , 
corner Ann street and Canton aYern1r. 

DISTRICT No. 8-H. F. HOOK, carrier . - At W. H . Armi­
tage 's, Grocer, corner Lexington and Pearl streets; at R. \\Tillis ', Drug­
gist, corner Mulberry and Pine streets ; at J. H. Lemmon 's, Druggist, 
corner Poppleton and Baltimore streets. 

DISTRICT No. 9 - L. W. BENNETT, carri er. - At S. K. F lem­
ming 's, Druggist, corner Eutaw and Lexington sts. ; at .J. W. Nicholls, 
Druggist, corner Ross and Biddle sts.; at E. F. P erkin 's, Drug·gist, cor­
ner P ennsyh·ania avenue and Green street. 

DISTRICT No. 10 - GEO. S. 1\tA LT,ONEE, carrier. - At . . J. B. 
Baxley & Co. 's, Druggists, corner Howard and Franklin sts. ; at Chas. 
Hitzel berger & Co. 's, Grocers, Charles street, near Centre ; at K W. 
\\Troth's, Druggist, corner Richmond and Biddle streets. 

DISTRICT No. 11 - J. W. HINKLE, carrier. - At J. P. Polk 
& Co. 's, Druggist, corner Fayette and St. Paul sts.; at \V. 1\Iarshall 's, 
Druggist, corner CalYert and Saratoga sts. ; at Baltimore and Susque­
hanna Railroad Office, corner Cal rnrt and Franklin streets. 

DISTRICT No. 12- ISAAC G. ROBERTS, carri er. - At Wm. 
1\'Iinifie 's, stationer, 114 Baltimore street; at John 1\I. Laroque 's, Drug­
gist, N.E. corner Baltimore and Harrison strrets ; at Samurl Hart 's, 
Grocer, corner North and Saratoga streets. 

DISTRICT No. 13 - JAS. R. WARD, carrier. - At Samuel 
Hines', Hatter, Gay street bridge; at George I. Kennard 's, Grocer, 
221 Oa~r street; at Edw. Church 's, Lumber Merchant, corner Monu­
ment and Aisquith streets. 

DISTRICT No. 14 - W. G. GEKLER, carl'irr. - At. Jns. Duke's, 
Grocer, corner Ga~- and 1\Iadison streets; at G. N. Johnston's, Drug­
gist, corner Aisquith and Jefferson streets; at .J. h J,arge 's, Druggist-, 
corner Baltimore and Caroline streets. 

The stations will be visited DAILY, (except Snn<fa~-s ) at 71/2 A. 1\'I., 
12 M., and 5 P . 1\'L Mailable matter to be taken to thr Post Officr frre 
of charge. 

LETTERS, CIRCULARS, NOTICES, &c., for City deliYer~r, will 
be handed to the persons addressed at a charge of one cent , to he pre­
pa.id b~- carrier's stamp, or may be \Happed up with the money. 
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Postage and Carrier's stamps may be had at the Post Office, the 
Stations, and of the Carriers. 

The boxes will be fitted up at the respecti \"C stat ion ·, and rrn<ly for 
the reception of letters, on and after Monday, the 6th inst. 
iy2-tl: CHAS. T . MADDOX, Postmaster. 

In the fourteen districts 42 stations were thus listed, three to each district. 
Corn er locations predominated and although the stations ,,·ere set up in seYeral 
types of stores and offices, druggists' shops \\·ere the most numerous. Despite 
the thrice daily clearing of the boxes, the Post Office olwiously received com­
plaints from people who mailed letters late in the eYen ings and then expected 
them to be taken to the Post Office in time for the outgoing mnils; this is evi­
denced by an adYertisement in The Sun of September 6, 1851, \\"hich requested 
"persons using the dispatch boxes for outgoing mails to ha,·c letters posted by 
fi :00 P. l\I. the day p1·cyious." 

It will be recalled that the Postmaster's notice of June 19th mentioned that 
stamps for the prepayment of carrier fees "will be ftnnishcd," the wording 
giYing the impression that the use of such special stamps was ne\\· to Ba ltimorc 
or, if not, that stamps of a new type were to be prepared. Th e notice of Jul_,. 
1st merely stated that ''Postage and Carrier's Stamps may be had at the Post 
Office, the Stations and of the Carriers,'' no mention being made of the design 
01· colors of the carrier stamps. As previously mentioned, the small '' Post Office 
One Cent Despatch'' carrier tamp, Scott 'l'.n)e Cl, had already made its appear­
ance. In view of the existi ng use of these stamps the Postmaster must have 
meant that their use would be continued cwn though his ,,·orcling of the initial 
notice tended to give a different impression. A ccOl"ding to the Carrier Chapter 
in '1.'he U.S. One Cent fftamps of 1851-57 by Stanley B. Ashbrook, the order 
to print the official "Franklin" carrier stamps had not been gi Yen and the 
"Eagle" carrier stamps had not been thought of at the time of the notices 
r eferred to. 'l'he "Franklin " canicr stamps, ,,·hich were issued September 29, 
] 851, \\"Cre never shipped to Baltimore, and the "Eagle" type, which were issued 
November 17, 1851, were probably ne,·er used in Baltimo1·e. It is possible, of 
course, that Postmaster l\Iaddox had heard of the prnposecl "Franklin" type 
a nd planned to use them; then when it developed that they \\'ere not available, 
continued the use of the already arni labl e priYatcly prepared stamps. These 
Type Cl stamps continued in use for at least ten years, CYen though the "Eye" 
and "Horseman" types appeared in the late 1, 00 's. o,·erlapping dates of use 
of all three types indicate that the earlier issues were not demonetized when the 
newer types appeared; in fact, there was no reason for such demonetization, a 
mere change in postmasters hnving no effect on the rnli<lit~· of the stamps of a 
goYernment sponsored service. 

Why the " Eagle " type of government prepnrcd stnmps were not put into 
use when they became aYailable cannot be stated \\'ith certaint.L A Yery pro­
bable reason is that as the receipts of the Carrier Department did not go into 
the general funds of the Post Office, but ,,·ere paid bMk to the carriers in lieu 
or salnr~· , the locnlly prepared stamps \\·ere less cxpcnsiYe to purchase. From 
t imc to time ovc1· the past twenty ~·ears I ha Ye heard of or seen three covers 
ht'a 1·ing " Eagle '' carrier stamps pm·poite<l l.'" nserl in Bnltimore, but none ,,·ere 
satisfactor~-. On two the carrier stamps \Yerc cancelled with manuscript initials 
of Wnshington, n. C. letter carriers, while a third is cancell ed \Yith the small 
rc<l star used in Philadelphia. None of the carrier stamps arc tied to the covers 
in any way. In view of the extremely limited use of the "Franklin " and 
'' Bngle'' types, and of the ordinary postage stamps for carrirr use until 1860, 
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it would appear that the carrier departments in all cities were encouraged to use 
their own stamps rather than permitted to do so. 

One of the more puzzling problems concerning the carrier service in Balti­
more is the date at which free delivery to the Post Office of mailable material 
deposited in the letter boxes ceased. Originally this free deliYery "to the mails " 
was created to enable the official carrier departments to compete more effectively 
with the privately owned local posts which were, in most cities, charging either 
one cent or two cents for such service. In Baltimore the competition from the 
private local posts was generally not keen and the free collection 'rns obviously 
replaced by a one cent fee quite early. A cowr in the Laurence B. :Mason col­
lection bore a red Type Cl used on an outgoing letter October 2, 1851 just 
three months after the announcement of the free rate! Other recorded dates in 
1852, 1853, 1854, 1855 and later years indicate that this collection fee continued 
in use most of the time until it "·as made obligatonr in 1860. HoweYer, The 
Sun of February 19, 20, and 21, 1856 caniecl tlw follmYing advertisement: 

'' WANTED - Everybody to know that city letters sent by the CAR­
RIERS POST-OFFICE DESPATCH " ·ill be delinred promptly in 
any part of the city to the person addressed, free if prepaid by carrier's 
stamp. CARRIER STAMPS for sale at the Post Office. Price one 
cent. Pre-paid letters for the mail taken to the office free of charge." 

How can this be reconciled ? One possible solution, offered with complete diffi­
dence, is that the carriers collected the one cent fee for carriage to the mails if 
they had to purchase and affix the required postage stamps, but carried letters 
free of charge if they were actually prepaid as the advertisement stated. Ad­
mittedly this is purest theory and, in the opinion of the writer, not very 
probable, but it has been advanced by several collectors nevertheless. Another, 
and more probable, theory is that the free delivery to the mails was a sort of 
"joker" held in reserve for use when the competition from a private post be­
came a bit keen. It will be noted that the above advertisement was run just after 
St. Valentine 's Day, 1856 when the private dispatches normally provided heaY­
iest competition. At this particular time Davis' One Cent Dispatch "·as in oper­
ation and apparently garnered a fair share of the seasonal business incidental to 
strictly local deliYeries. The extent of DaYis ' "to the mails " business is not 
known, of course, but the Post Office undoubtedly must lrnYe considered it ex­
pedient to ward off any possible competition before too much headway was made. 
No advertisements or notices have ever been found that state that the fee for the 
delivery of letters to the mails was ever permanently abolished during the 
1842-1863 period. Apparently the public was conditioned to paying such fees 
and normally did so. Under the circumstances, it would haYe been a foolish 
postmaster, indeed, who decided to abolish a lucrative source of income for his 
carriers. It was always perfectly legal to continue to collect the extra carrier 
fee for carriage of lettrrs to the mails, the discretionary pmwr to fix such 
charges at or below a legal maximum fee of two crnts which the Act of 1836 
permitted providing the necessary elasticit~r to allow the postmasters in Balti­
more and other cities to vary their rates as circumstances dictated. 

Despite the editorial comments of The Sun the two cents rate for the <leliYery 
of incoming letters apparently continued until the Act of 1860 caused its re­
duction to one cent. There was Yirtually no competition from the priYatc posts 
in this field of endeavor, the government carriers enjoying a practical monopoly 
as incoming mail from out of the city was merely turned over to them for de­
livery. Unless an addressee had requested in writing that a11 his incoming mail 
be either held at the Post Office for him or turned over to an appointed agent 
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Figure 8. Cover, Portsmouth , Ya . to Balt imore, showing poss ible use of the red horseman carrier 
sta mp {Scott I LB9) to prepay the carrier fee on an " incom ing " letter. {Collection of Robson Lowe). 

for dcliYc1·y to him , all mail was automatically hanc.lcc.1 to the carrier department 
for delivery. The fee for the delivery of such an incoming letter 'ms normally 
collected on delivery in cash, or charged and collected at the encl of the month. 
The writer has not recorded as yet a completely satisfa ctory c0Yc1· indicating the 
prepayment of such a carrier's fee on a letter from another city. A few covers 
mailed to Baltimore from out of town and bearing Baltimore carrier's stamps 
have been seen, but in all cases the evidence to pro \·e that the carriers' stamps 
actually " belonged " on the cover was not completely sufficient. Additionally, 
in each case only one stamp was affixed, indicating a one cent rate, whereas the 
publ ished rate was brn cents. In the author 's collection thei·e is an incoming 
cover from Lexington, Kentucky, " ·hich bears an uncancelle<l copy of the first 
type in blue on bluish paper (Scott 1LB2) . Th ere is no way to prove the 
authenticity of this usage. A much prettier CO\'Cl' in the collection of Robson 
[;owe, incoming from Portsmouth, Virginia, is illustrated in F igure 8. The 
three cents 1 51 is t ied with a reel Portsmouth circular elate stamp and the red 
"Horseman" carrier is lightly tied with an indecipherable manuscript pencil 
marking. In both instances of these incoming CO \ ' Cl'S the senders would be 
expected to haYC been Baltimore trarnllel'S who had taken with them the carrier 
stamps to prepay the Baltimore delivery fee - a most unusual procedure. The 
only piece known to the writer that offers definite eYidence that such a two cent 
fee was occasionally prepaid is the pair of one cent green stamps (Scott 1LB4) 
used on a small piece of cover, pencil cancelled, illustrated in Figure 9. This 
rare pair, formerly in the FranJc A. Hollowbush collection, was sold to a pr o­
fessional in 1946 by a Baltirnorean who claimed to haYe torn it off a letter as 
he was destroying som e fami ly correspondence. The entire correspondence hav­
ing been totally destroyed, no further data regarding the particular coyer from 
which these stamps were r cmoYed could be secured, not eYcn the sender's name 
haYing been remembered. Again, the supposition is that the pair of stamps was 
used by some person temporarily out of the cit~r who mailed a letter home and 
used the stamps to p1·epay its delivery by carrier when it arriwd in Baltimore, 
having taken the stamps with him for the purpose. There is also the good 
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Figure 9. Vertical pair of the rare green carrier stamp (Scott I LB4) used on small piece of cover, 
cancelled pencil manuscript. Types 8 and 10 in the setting of 10. One of only two used multiples 
of Baltimore carrier stamps on record . (Ex Hollowbush Collection) . 

possibility that the pair paid a special two cent rate for a bulk mailing of a 
magazine or other printed matter - one example of a three cent rate prepaid by 
the Horseman carrier stamp also being known and referred to later in the text. 
This is one of only two examples on record of used multiples of Baltimore carrier 
stamps. 

As local letters had to have the calTier's fee prepaid, the question may arise 
as to what disposition was made of such letters when they were found in the 
boxes unpaid. Such letters were simply turned over to the P ost Office by the 
carrier, advertised in the bi-weekly "List of Letters Remaining at the Post 
Office" which appeared in The Swn and then, if not claimed by the addressee, 
forwarded to the Dead Letter Office. The lists of unclaimed letters were gen­
erally lengthy, but, of course, included all types of undeliverable mail in addi­
tion to unpaid local letters. ·whenever the Carrier Department had occasion to 
advertise separately it generally included a warning relative to the importance 
of prepayment, a typical advertisement being the one that appeared February 
13, 1852 in an attempt to ease the problem incidental to the expected heavy 
mailing on St. Valentine's Day: 

" In sending Val en t ines to be delivered by the postoffice carriers, per­
sons concerned will bear in mind to use the deposit boxes at the various 
stations throughout the city, and prepay each one (thereby saving an extra 
charge of two cents) by carrier stamps, a supply of which may be had at 
the stations, or at the postoffice. They should also be careful in the address 
to give the street and number of the house.' ' 
Apparently Postmaster Maddox's reorganized carrier sen-ice handled the 

steadily increasing volume of mail relatively satisfactorily for the next two or 
three years . On January 2, 1854 the following news item apepared in The Sun: 

"NEW ARRANGEMENT AT THE POST OFFICE - By an arrangement 
just made at the Baltimore Post Office, all bills, notices, messages, &c., en­
closed in a carrier's 1-cent stamp, and placed either in the carriers' roorn 
at the office, or in any of the United States mail boxes, in different sections 
of the city, are distributed as directed without further cost by the several 
penny posts. '' 

The new arrangement permitted for the first time the deposit of local carrier 
mail in the U.S. mail boxes throughout the city instead of having to take it to 
one of the carrier stations (branch post offices) listed in 1\!Iaddox 's notice of 
July 1, 1851. This constituted a significant improvement in service to the public 
and was developed by Colonel J acob G. Davies, the successor to Charles T . 
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Maddox. The "several penny posts " referred to in the news item were, of 
course, the various carrier routes or districts - the use of the term ''penny 
post" in this context was quite common. 

Another interesting news item appeared on October 29, 1855: 
"LE TTER CARRIER SERVICE - There is much more labor per­
formed in the Baltimore Post Office than many persons are aware of, 
and very fatiguing and laborious work, too. The fact will appear when 
it is known that during the quarter ending 30th September, 1855, there 
were delivered 198,077 letters, 4,857 circulars and 35,837 newspapers. 
This responsible service was performed by 16 carriers.'' 

The sixteen carriers mentioned are only two more than the fourteen listed in the 
1851 notice, although the Yolume of mail handled must have increased sub­
stantially. 

The appearance of the "Carrier's One Cent Dispatch " or "Eye" type 
stamps (Scott Type C2) in 1856 and the " Government City D ispatch " or 
" Horseman " type (Scott Type C3) in 1857 apparently indicated no major 
r eorganizations of the carrier system in Baltimore. Rather, it is believed that 
they were merely issued as a result of a desire for changes in design . Postmaster 
Maddox, during whose administration the ''Post Office One Cent Despatch '' 
stamps had been issued, was succeeded on April 1, 1853 by Col. Jacob G. 
Davies, whose tenure of office extended until March 27, 1857. He appointed 
George P. Williar, a former carrier, as his superintendent of carriers. Why 
Davies, or Williar, decided on a new desig·n for the carrier stamps in 1856 is 
not known at this late date, of course. Probably their decision was motivated 
by two major reasons; first, a natural desire to see something identified with 
their own regime in general use and second, a desire for a label whose inscrip­
tion, ''Carrier's One Cent Dispatch, '' more strongl.'- emphasized th.e more or 
less independent status which the Carrier Department enjoyed than did the in­
scription on the previous issue. Davies was succeeded on March 27, 1857 by 
Dr. John G. Morris, Williar apparently carrying on as superintendent of car r iers 
as he is thus listed in the 1858-69 city directory. Shor tl:v after Dr. Morris' 
accession to office the '' Horseman '' type stamps \rere issued, aga in with a 
changed inscription, this time reading "Government City Dispatch ." Again , 
there is no indication or recorded reason for the new issue or the change in 
inscription; the appearance of new stamps so shortl.'' after the appointment of a 
new postmaster would seem to indicate that their issue was merely one of the 
routine changes so frequently instituted by any new administration. As has 
been stated before, the older types were not rendered obsolete as the newer 
types appeared, but continued in use apparently until supplies were exhausted. 

To Be Continued 
BACK NUMBERS OF THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 

There is on hand a comprehensive stock of back numbers of this 
magazine. Not all, m ostly the earlier issues, are available . Furthermore, 
the supply of others is down to five copies or less. 

If interested in back numbers of the magazine, write to - Executive 
Secretary, 22 East 35 Street, New York, N . Y . 10016 for further infor­
mation. 
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The U.S. Express Mail 
The Steamer Oregon Handstamps 

© Copyright Calvet M. Hahn, 1972 

Misinformation and speculation ha\·e made the group of hanclstamps used 
on the Steamer Oregon among the least understood markings in postal history. 
Three handstamps were i1wolYcd <luring the 1846-47 period. These are the 
23 x 18mm red ornl STEAMER/ 5/ 0REGON and its later cut-down Hrsion 
STEAMER/5 as " ·ell as the 25 x 18mm S'l'EAl\IER/ 10 strike. This article 
attempts to set the Oregon handstamps in proper perspectfrc. It giYes: 

a) the history of the Oregon from its first appearance in 1845 through the 
period of the handstamps and ending with its final wreck in 1863 as 
well as inforniation on its sister ships in the 18-1-6-47 period \\·hen the~· 
played a postal history role. Their histori es arc carried from beginning 
to encl as well. 

b) the reason why there can be no STEAl\IER/ 10/ 0REGON handstamp. 
c) a history of the wrecks of the Oregon. (Postal historians haYc werecl, 

in print, from a fire burning the Oregon to the waterline to no wreck 
at all. ) 

cl ) the grounds for considering this set of hanclstamps as official U.S. 
Express 1\Iail route agents markings. 

History of the Oregon 

The Oregon steamed on a number of waters. Its first route, as far as I 
have been able to ascertain, was on the Hudson Hi,·er where she appeared on 
the 22nd of September 18.J.5 a part of the Opposition 6 P. M. Line from New 
York to Albany with the J arnes Madison, her sister ship, showing up on the 23rd. 
The Madison had been a steamer to NmYburgh. At the time there was a rate 
war on the Hudson route with rates dropping from oYer a dollar each 1rny to 
121/2¢. J. IL Morrison 's excellent work on the IIistory of American Stearn 
Navigation notes that the Oregon ran on the Hudson from this date until 
October 2 , 1845. Mr. Morrison ascribes the Oregon's purpose as " more than 
probable that she 1rns put on to keep the opposition lines in check as much as 
possible." The fare on the Oregon was held at a dollar, while the Madison 
dropped to 1/ - or 12¥z¢. 

The Oregon had been built a short while before in Ne" · York City. She 
had a draft of six-feet and the hull \\·as 318 x 35 x 10 feet. Built b1· Smith & 
Dimon of New York, there was one beam engine with the shaft fonrnrd of 
the cylinder in Hudson River style ( the engine was by the Novelty Iron ·works 
witfl an 11-foot stroke), the paddle wheels were 34-fcet in diameter by 11-feet 
on the face. There 1rnre two fiue boilers on the guards (Figure 1 ). 

Mr. Morrison 's book is the source for the initial Hudson period of the 
Oregon. A check of the New York Conrier & Enquirer advertisements through­
out this Hudson River period did not reveal an Oregon ad. All advertisements 
cited in this article will be from the Courier & Enqiiirer unless specified other­
wise. The first regular appearance in the advertisements 1rns on April 11, 
1846 with the ad running through June 30th. This ad announced the placing 
of the Oregon on the Stonington run up the L. I. Sound. 
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Figure I. The Oregon in its heyday. Th is 318-foot boat was buil t during the summer of 1845 and 
it lasted until sunk off New York , in the North River, o n Octo be r 22 , 1863. Own ed by " Liveoak" 
George Law there may have been a financial intere st by a nother of t he rai l and steam buccaneers 
of the period - Dea con Danie l Dre w - who definit e ly owned it at a la te r pe riod. 

·'REGULAR MAIL J_,JNE BETWEEN 
BOSTON AND NEW YORK bv the fast 
and splendid Steamers OREGON & KNICKKRBO OKER. 
The steamer OREGON, commande<l b~' Captain Wm. Rollins, 
and KNICKERBOCKER, commanded b~r Capta in S. Thayer 
will run throughout the season from the first clay of April, in 
connection with the Stonington and P ro,·idence anc1 Boston and 
Providence Railroads leaving Ne''" York clail .v, Sundays excepted, 
from Pier No. 3 North RiYcr at 5 o 'clock P. l\l. and Stonington 
at 9 o'clock P . M. or upon the arriYal of th e l\lail Train from 
Boston. 
These steamers arc unsurpassed in speed, splendor, and comfort 
haYing each of them, 60 large commodious priYate state rooms and 
berths for 500 persons besides large parlor rooms for fa milies and 
parlors. 
The steamers are officered by the most experienced men an<l 
will shorten the passage between New York and Boston from llh 
to 2 hours thereby arriving in ample time for all the lin es rnnning 
from New York South and vV est and all the lines from 
Boston North and E ast. 
The OREGON wiil leaYe New Yo1·k on Tuesday, Tlnnsda~-, and 
Saturday. 
Leaving Stonington Monda:v, \Vednesday, and Friday. 
The KNI CKERBO CKER will leave New York Mondon, (sic.) 
\\T ednesday, and Friday. 
Leavin g· Stonington Tuescla:v, Thursday, and Satnrda~r . 
N.B. P assengers upon termination of the steamers at Stonington 
proceed directly to the splendid Railroad Oars to Providence 
and Boston without any delay; and a Baggage Master 11ccom­
p 1;mies each train to Boston to takr charge of the Baggngr. 
For passage or freight, enquire on board the boat at pi er 11 0 . 

North River or of GEO. E . FAIRCHILD, No. l9 West Rtreet 
ap 11 or of JOHN B. RICHl\IOND , Pro,·iclenee " 
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This adyertisement states things quite clearly. It giYcs a description of the 
appointments of the Oregon, sets forth the daily scheJule (a schedule that was 
not deviated from throughout the 1846-7 period), gives the master (actually the 
ad first ran with Captain A. B. Littlejohn but that \\'as soon changed), the 
sister ship, the owners, and the advantage the vessel brought to both the pas­
senger and mail route. 

To place this ad in perspective, it is necessary to examin e some other 
ad,·ertisements. On August 26, 1845, a new ad appeared. It was signed by 
F airchild and Richmond and was for the '' Independent Linc for Newport, 
P roYidencc and Boston.'' The following year, from March 5th th rough :March 
30th, 1846 this Independent Line advertised a three times a week service each 
way using the Steamer N eptilne. On March 31st, however, a new ad, signed 
by George Fairchild, stated that the Steamer Oregon 'rnuld start the first of 
April. 

On March 31st, 1846 an achertisemcnt of the New J ersey Steam NaYigation 
Co. appeared stating that the Stonington arrangements would cease on March 
31st. On April 11, 1846 another ad for the " Regular Mail Line Between Ne\\· 
York and Boston" cited the Rhode I sland and Massachusetts as the regular 
boats. It stated further, " They carry the Great Eastern :Mail. " On April 
20th running through June 5, 1846, a major ad appears for this line which is 
the New J ersey Steam Navigation Company: 

"REGUJ_;AR l\IAJL J_,J~E BETWEL·~i\ ~rnw 'LORK A:\TD 
BOSTON Via ~rn,·idcnce bv Steamers aml Railroads 
REDUCED FARE AND FREIGH'l' 
To Boston - Cabin $3 ; deck $2 
To Providence and Newport- Cabin $2; deck $1 
'rhc arrangements of the N. J . Steam NaYigation Company 
with the Stonington Hailroad Company ha,·ing tel'minated, the 
Steamboats on that route arc withdrawn and will discontinue 
stopping at Stonington for either passengers or freight. 
The Daily Mail Linc, now re-established between 1 cw York 
and Boston, connecting with the Boston & Providence R;1il mad 
\\'ill run bet\Yeen Jew York and Providence direct eye1·y dav ex-
cept Sunday. · · 
The Steamers of the NaYigation Comp;111 y cons ist o[ th e l\La ss­
achusetts, 1000 tons; Narragansett, 600 tons; ~lohcgan -WO tons; 
Rhode Island, 1000 tons. All well known and popular first class YCS­
sels built expressly for Long Island Sound, and by their construc­
tion, great strength and powerful engin es arc specifically adapted to 
its navigation. They are all furnished \\'ith P atent Life Boats, 
and in addition to the extensive cabin accommodations, ha\·c pleasant 
Private State Rooms. 
Passengers will leaYe each place eYery aftern oon, except Sun-
day, from Boston on the Mail Train and take the steamer at 6 o' 
elock at the Indian P oint Depot in ProYiclencc, aniYing at New 
York early the following morning. Those from New York from 
th e established pier, No. 1, Battery Place at 5 o'clock, reaching 
P rodclence also early the followin g morning; and proceeding with­
out delay in the Morning Train for Boston, after a comfortabl e nights 
1·est on hoard the steamer without the annoyance either of: ferry 
or of bein g disturbed at midnight to change from boats to cars, so much 
complained of, especially b~r ladies and fam ilies traYelling 
hct\\'een Jew York and Boston. 
The boat will land at Newport going and returning. 
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For passage, Berths, State Rooms or Freight application may 
be made on board. In Boston at Redding & Co., 8 State Street, 
and at the Depot of the Boston and Providence Railroad. In 
Providence to the agent at the Depot at Indian Point ; and m 
New York of the Agent on the \\·harf, and at the office of the 
Company, No. 10 Battery Place. 
In pursuance of the above, the fast and splcrnlid Steamers 
RHODE ISLAND - Capt. Mancheste1", on Monday, W ednes­
day and Fridays - and 
MASSACHUSETTS, Capt. Potter on Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays. 
Each of the above magnificent Steamers have commodious state 
rooms and can berth 500 passengers. 
Freight ta ken at very reduced prices. Shippers will please notice 
that freight for New York by the steamer generally arrives in 
Providence several hours before that via Stonington. ap 20 '' 

This lin e, the New J ersey Steam Transportation Line and the Fairchild 
line switch boats and captains during the year. At the beginning, however, 
the Oregon goes with the Knickerbocker to Stonington while the Rhode Island 
goes with the Massachitsetts to Newport and on to ProYidence. Both meet the 
1\fail Train to Boston though the Stonington-Providence Railroad is used first 
by passengers on the Fairchild line. 

The New J ersey Steam Transportation Line was formed in F ebruary 1839 
as the successor to the Cornelius Vanderbilt Transportation Linc. It was on 
this line that Harnden made his first trips and which subsequently was used by 
him when he became the U.S. Express Mail route agent from New York to 
Boston. This contract lasted from H arnden 's appointment July 8, 1842 (with 
James Gay and Edward L . Stone as the messengers) until his dismissal on 
February 14, 1844. His successor was probably J. S. Bancroft. W e do find 
the Boston Daily E vening Traveller of December 5, 1846 with an achcrtisemcnt 
as follows: 

"U.S. EXPRESS 
MAIL LINE 
FOR NEW YORK 
VIA PROVIDENCE & STONINGTON (Sundays excepted) ... 

J. S. Bancroft, Agent Sept. 22 Di Sept. f" 
In 1845, Cornelius Vanderbilt and Daniel Drew obtained control over the 

ProYidence & Stonington Railroad. At the same time, Daniel Drew became 
P resident of the New Jersey Steam Navigation Company and continued as such 
for twenty years. In its founding, Mr. Vanderbilt undoubtedl~r acquired a sub­
stantial stock holding of the N. J. Steam Navigation. Thus both portions of 
the necessar y Express Mail connection were set in the same hands. 

Another party, the wiry-haired George Law also shows up. He began in 
steam navigation in 1844 when he purchased the Neptune and ran her as an 
opposition boat in 1844, 1845, and 1846 . It should be noted that the Independent 
Line ad, previously cited, had the N eptune as the boat before the Independent's 
managers/ owners Fairchild and Richmond added the Oregon on April 1, 1846. 
Presumably they were Mr. Law's partners. 

Just as the L. I. boats are intimately tied with those on the Hudson - and 
even those on the Maine run - with Mr. Drew not only controlling the N. J . 
Steam Navigation but also the New York-Albany P eoples and Old Linc Asso­
ciation, we find Mr. Law linked up with Mr. Vanderbilt. Both Vanderbilt and 
Law had substantial financial inter ests in the Long Island Railroad. At the 
same time, the handling of the Oregon as an "Opposition" boat on the Hudson 
in 1845 suggests some link to Mr. Drew. 
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The N ew York E xpress of August 12, 1 44 carries the note of th e first 
train to Boston via the Long Island. It went to Greenport and then the 120 
through passengers took the steamer Narragansett to Stonington and followed 
the Providence & Stonington and ProYidencc and Boston Railroad to Boston . 
.. While this first train left on the 10th, the New York Postmaster , J. ohn l1orimcr 
Graham on the 8th put in a three-times ad announcing: 

'' August 7, 1844 
EASTERN J\'1.AII1 - On and after the 9th instant , 
until fu1·thce noti ce, an extra mail for Boston " ·ill be des­
patched from this office Yia the Long Island Rail Road 
daily (Sunday excepted), leaving Brooklyn at 71/2 o ' .. 
clock A. J\L Lettel'S or papers intended to be sent on 
th at route must be deposited at 01· before 6 A. l\l . . , 

This J ounrnl of Commerce ad was follO\rnd b~' one in the Ne" · York E x press 
of NoYember 2 noting that the Mohegan would be the boat out of Greenport fol' 
Stonington on Tuesdays, 'l'hursdays and Saturdays. On NO\·cmber 23, 18-1:-1- , 
the E x press carried the notice that the Stonington-Boston route \\·as Mondays, 
W ednesdays and Fridays and via Norwich on other clays. (This latter is the 
Allyn 's Point route). 

·with this data, we can sec that J\Ir. Law through his interests in the Long 
Island had his hands on the Exp1·ess Mail business. Vv e also note that the 
hoats used 'rith this senice were either Mr. Vanderbilt's Norwich lin e or Mr. 
Drcw ·s N. J . Steam Transportation Linc. The writer belieYcs that the shift 
in advertisement of the Inclependcnt's heading on April 1, 1 46 from the 
Tndependent to that of Regular J\Iail Line indicated a shift in some of this 
-;\fail business. 

l\Ir. Law is called b~· Mr. l\Iorrison, the mrncr of the Oregon. Throughout 
the period of April 20 throug·h June 5, 1 -!6 both the Na,·igation Company 
and the Independent Company advertise as the REGULAR MAIL LINE. On 
June 6th , the New J ersey Steam Transportation announces a :f:are cut to $2 to 
Boston. This adYertisemcnt runs through June 30th. On July 1st, two ads 
giYe a d ifferent picture. The Oregon docs not appear, during the first two 
weeks of July in advertisements. 

' ·REGl'LAR l\IAIL LINE BETWEEN 
BOSTON AND NEW YORK by the fast 
:rna splendid Steamers lHASSACil.USETTS & 
KNICKERBOCKER. 
'l'hc Steamer MASSACHUSETTS, Captain Potter :rnll 
KNICKERBOCKER, Capt. S. Th ayer, will nrn throughout 
th e season in connection with the Stonington 
:rnd Providence Railroad . . . 
Office No. 10 Battery Place jy 1 '' 

Directly below that is the following ad: 
'' TO BOSTON VIA NEWPORT AND PROVIDE~C 8 DIRECT 

·F'rom Pier No. 3 North River . . . 
The RHODE ISLAND, Captain Manchester . 
Monday, W ednesday and Friday . . . 
Th e NEPTUNE, Captain Rollins on Tuesda~' , 
Thursday and Saturday ... 
Apply No. 10 Battery Place. J y 1 " 

On Jul~· 6, 1846, the following appears : 
" FOR SALE - The staunch steamel'S NARRAGANSETT and 

l\WHEGAN ... 
N. J. Steam NaYigation Co., No. 10 
Battery Place J y 6" 
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Looking at these ads, it might be said that either the Ne\Y J ersey Steam 
Transportation was in :financial difficulty 01· a takeo,·er of the Imlependent Linc 
\\"as in the works. Two Yessels are up for sale. 'l'h e Rhode l s/and continues 
on its regular Newport-Providence run with a new companion , the Neptune, 
originally owned by Vanderbilt but now captained by Captain Rollins \Yho 
had been on the Oregon. The Massachusetts is now on the Stoni11gton nrn of 
the Ind ependent Line. 

On July 14th, however, whateYer deal may ha,·e been contemplated seems 
to have fallen through for \\'C find an achertisern ent almost iclentical with the 
one that ran from April 11th through June 30th including mention of Captain 
Rollins as the Oregon's commarn1er. 'l'his F airchild ad is fol\O\,·ecl on July 
16th with another Orego11 ad that runs through July 21st: 

·'STEAMER OREGOI - At the r equest ol: 
passengers going to Newport, the mrners of 
the steamer OREGON haYe detcnnined to nm her to 
Newport immediately upon landing the Boston and PrO\·idencc 
passengers at Stonington. This \\·ill give passengers the choice of 
the inside and outside routes at the same fare . 'l'he Oregon will 
aniYe at Ne\l"port at 5 o 'clock in the morning a nd lea,·c at -! o'clock 
in the afternoon :-i1TiYi11g at Stonington at 7 o'clock the same 
eYCning to take the l\1ail Train from Boston to New York. 
Berths and State Room: resened at pier no. 1 N. RiYer. 
jy 16 GEO. E. FAIRCHILD, Agent" 

Directl:· belo\\· this adYertisement are two others, also elated July 16, 1846: 
' 'TO BOSTON VIA NEWPORT and PROVIDE"NCE direct . 

lV[ASSACHUSETTS, Capt. Potter ::\lomlay, W ednesda:· ancl 
Friday at 5 P. l\L ... 
NEPTUNE, Capt. Rollins, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
at 5 P.M .... " 

" REGULAR MAIL LINE Between Boston and New York ... 
RHODE ISLAND, Captain l\Janchestcr, Monday, \Ved nesday and 
Friday ... 
KNICKERBO CKER, Captain S. Th a: ·er , Tuesday, Tlrnnlsda:· 
and Saturday . . . No. 10 Battery Place.'' 

The complicated shifting of boats, captains, and routes continued as an 
adwrtisement two days later indicates. This ad runs from July 18 to Jul:· 
23rd 1846: 

" REGULAR MAIL l.iINE BETWEEN BOSTON AND NE\\T YORK 
By the fast and splendid steamers 
RHODE ISLAND, Captain Thayer 
OREGON, Captain Rollins 
will run throughout the season in connection with thr Stoning-ton 
and ProYidence and Boston and P1·0Yi<k11ce Railroad , lcaYing New 
York, daily, Sundays excepted, from pier 1, North Ri,·e1· at 6 o'clock 
P . :;\I. and Stonington at 9 o'clock P. M. or upon the arrival of the 
l\Iail Train from Boston . . . 
OREGON leaYes New York, Tuesda:v, Thurscla~· and Raturcla:·. Lcaws 
Stonington, l\Ionday, ·w ednesclay <irnl Fri clay . . . j:· 18" 

The same advertisement is repeated on Jul:' 2-l:th \\·ith one cha11gr. The Rhocle 
T sland is captained b:· Captain fan chester ancl th e Orer;on h:-· Captain Seth 
Thayer. This ad continues until Nm·emher 23, 1846. It is the aclve1·tisement 
applicable to the first handstamps of the Oregon. The key fast boats and the 
key captains of the two sen-ices are combiMd into the Stonington run. The 
other boats no longer advertise as part of a " Regular Mail Tiine." 
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Th e foll owin g day, NoYcmber 2±, 1 46 , 'n' find a ne" · n(h ertisement which 
nms throughout the remainder of the year: 

' ·REGGLAR l\IAIL I.iI~E BETWEEN" BOSTON AND NE"W YORK 
B~- the fast and Splrn<licl Steamers MASSAC Hrs WfTS, Cnpt . Pottel' 
and GOVENOR, (sic.) Capt. Thayer ... n 2-1- " 

The Oregon docs not appear agnin in ache1tisemcnts until the Spl'i ng of 18-1:7. 
:Jir. ]:,aw challenged l\Ir. Vanderbilt to race the 1'rnt·eler, which was on the New 
H aYen nm, but as it was just sold the challenge was not p icked up. H e then 
chall enged the Atlnntic and nn ngreecl upon challenge race was set for December 
1846, " ·ithout passengers. 'l' his September 3rd challenge for *G,000 failed be­
cause the Atlantic was lost November 25th off Visher 's Island. 

Just " ·hy the Oregon was taken off the run at this point is partially ex­
plai ned by an editorial note in the Courier ((; Enquirer the next day, NoY­
ember 24th: 

" By representations to us, it appears that traYellers to the E ast on th is 
line will have the ad rnntagc of the strnngest and finest steamers during 
the winter sertsOll. Tl1 c Ma ssachusetts , nl\\·ays a fa ,·01·ite on the SouJHl 
and the Governor, equall y popular on the route E ast from Boston wil I 
form the line. \¥ith such steamers the na,·igation on the Sound " ·ill 
be rendered comfo1·tahlc and regular during the most boisterous 
weather.'' 

Thus one explanation is the need for a strnng steamer for the winter weather. 
A second appeared in an editorial on Nm·cmbcr 18th which referred to " The 
late accid ents to the Steamboats on the Sound ". Both the 01·ego11 and Rhode 
Islan d " ·ere " -recked in earh· NoYembcr and thus not suited to the " ·inter season. 
\Vintcr could be rough. A hurricane s'rcpt the .Atlantic coast during mid­
October and a number of Yesscls " ·ent agrou nd 01· were wrecked. A third possi­
bl e explanation was the desire to get the Oregon in shape for the December 
challenge race '"ith the Aflantic, not realizing that the latter would be wrecked 
in the storm of NoYember 25th. 

On lVIay 1 , 1 -:1:7 the Oregon was hack on the Stonington r un " ·ith " JJiYeoak '' 
George La,\" on board " ·hile the B ay State 'ms on her maiden run to Fall Hiver. 
J.Ja" · saw the opportunit~' and set a race a11d in spite of Law ·s r equests to 
haYc the steam "rnised a peg", the Bny State crossed the Oregon's bow, deci­
sively beating her. The Bciy was not about to i·cpeat the challenge for fear 
of losing a second time around and so Law ' rns required to tr.' · elsewhere. 
H e chall enged the new C. Vcinderbilt and the race was held June 1, 18-:1:7 
from Jew York to Sing Sing with a side wager of' $1,000. The Oregon won 
making the race in 31,i hours but in passing the Vanderbilt lrnll her starhoar<l 
wh eel mu ch damaged when the Vanderbilt ran into her. 

Th e damage was appal'ently sufficient to rcmoYc her, for the Oregon is not 
cited in the June acls but rather the Massa chusetts and Oovernor arc listed. 
On June 14, JS.J.7 the results of the race had a different effect for a new wsscl 
is acl<led : 

"On or after Mondav June H - Steamcrs JeaYe New York at 6 P.l\L 
because of superio{· speed - ne\\· steamer C. VA NDERBJT/ l' , Cnrit. 
Potter ... '' 

Thus the "JlllassacJmsetts was replaced h:- the Vanderbilt '"hilc Capt. Potter shift­
ed owr. 'I'h e Go1•ernor continued with Capt. Th ayer. This ad ran until 
August 2, 1847 . At that point we find both the Oreqon and Rhode Jslcmd arc 
ba ck on the Stonington run. This set of ads continues until August 26th when 
the Rhode I sland is again removed and the C. Vnnderbilt and Oregon make up 
the Stonington team: 
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"REGULAR MAIL LINE ... CORNELIUS V ANDERBIL'l', Captain 
Potter and OREGON, Captain Thayer ... in connection with Ston­
ington . . . a26 '' 

On the 25th, the time of leaving is changed to 4 p. m. rather than 5 p. m. 
effective October 11th. On November 8th \\·e find another shift. The Ston­
ington times arc now± P. M. and 9 P. l\I. and the 0. Vanderbilt is found with 
Captain Thayer and the Rhode Island is listed without a captain. A captain, 
Potter, is listed for the Rhode Island on the 10th. On December 8th the 
same advertisement appears 'rith the J.l1asscwhiisetts substituted for the Va11de1·­
bilt and on December 28, 1847 the Rhode Island 'rith Captain Thayer is listed. 
By January 22, 1848, the Massachusetts is listed with Captain Seth Thayc1·. 

The Oregon thus leares the line on November 7th, 18±7; it docs not return. 
Captain Thayer, however continues on one boat or another. The Oregon sho\\·s 
up for two weeks in November 1847 on the People 's Day Line running from 
:.\Tew York to Albany presumably starting on l\[onda~- the 8th as the lnst hoat 
into Albany is on the 26th. 

The question of who owned the Oregon should be raised here. 'l'he People's 
Line was "Deacon " Drew 's line and Dan Drew bought the Oregon from George 
Law supposedly in l\'f ay of 1848. However, the way in which the Oregon was 
previously handled as a11 almost phoney opposition boat in 1845 suggets that 
Drew may have had a piece of ownership preYiously. Certainly the financial 
affairs of the rail and steam buccaneers Drew, Vanderbilt, Law, etc. 'n.'re complex 
and even today not completely unraveled. They had their fingers into all the 
key rail and boat lines from Maine to the Great Lakes and dom1 to Panama. 

In any case, the Oregon was part of the People's Line ·without Landing 
6 P. M. It began the season during the first week of May 1848 and lasted 
that season and through the 1849 season until it was sold at auction in the 
Merchant's Exchange on December 26, 1849. Ther e it was bought by a Mr. 
Dean for $36,000 topping the price of the well known South America and Roch­
ester but not the H endrick Hiidson ($48,000 ) or Isaac N ewton ($127,000 ) . 
In 1850 we find the Hudson, N ewton and the Oregon comprising the People's 
f_,ine 1st Class 8 P. lVI. The Oregon did not run all the time as did the other 
two. In February 1851 the Oregon and H endrick Hudson opened the season 
on the 25th with the same line. In 1852, the Oregon was downgraded by the 
People's Line to the 2nd Class 7 P. l\'L run with the Rip Van Winkle and 
N ew World. 

In 1853, the Oregon was part of the Troy 6 P. l\'I. line until July 1 when 
the N ew World's boiler collapsed. She was then moYcd to the Day Line 7 A. M. 
and lasted there until replaced by the Francis Skiddy. The Oregon was appar­
ently sold in late 1853 or early 1854 prior to the r eorganization of the People's 
Line. ·while the Oregon had stopped at Hudson in 1850, she probably did not 
more onto the Hudson run until 1854 upon Drew 's sale of her. We find her 
on the Hudson New York run, leaving New York on Tuesda~·s, Thursdays and 
Saturdays under Captain C. F. King in 1857 or later as part of the Haviland, 
Clark & Co. line. Her final demise is reported by Robert Dalton Harris who 
has done extensive research on this boat as haYing taken place on October 23, 
J863 or the day before according to a N ew York 'Times story which cites a col­
l ision with the City of Boston. 

The Wrecks of the Oregon 

The year 1846 was not a lucky one for the Oregon. She began the season 
with a wreck as recorded in a letter owned b~- th e 'niter dated April 25, 1846 
from Stonington, (Figure 2) : 
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Figure 2. Description of one of the wrecks of the "Oregon" contained in a letter dated April 25, 
1846 from Stonington to New York . It was carried to New York and put into the mail there either 
on the "Knickerbocker" or the "Massachusetts ." It received a straightline STEAMBOAT handstamp 
in New York , before being forwarded to Rochester. 

'' The intelligence of th0 \\Teck of the Oregon hns probabl.\· reach R - ere 
this ; she has been sunken off the rocks and carried to th e Dry-dock, is 
not as badly injured a · \\·as n t first supposed - \ri I l be r epaired and 
placed upon this route' again; - it \\'3S a fortunate thin g there were no 
liYes lost although I bcli cYC the report \ YaS at first there were upwards 
of three hundred." 

This letter probabl,\· explains the chopping of the Oregon ads from th e 1st of 
April to the 11th of April 1846 . Th e next significant \\'l'C'Ck is recorded in the 
Courier & Enquirer on November 2, 1846: 

" The Steamer Oregon which left here Saturday P . M. with the mails for 
the steamer which sailed yesterday at noon ran foul near H ell 's Gate 
of the bark Joh11 St roud of Thomaston. She l'ecei,·ed considerable 
damage, losing her smoke pipes, h:wing her bulwarks stow, etc. P. lVI. 
Greene of Boston who \\'3S on board \\·ent to New Bedford to arrange 
for the mail transportation and a locomotiYe \\'as dispatched over th e 
Long Island lea Ying this ci tr at 11 :30. \Ve learn they r eached Boston 
in time for the steamer. H e \ \'3S a ided by Messrs. Harnden & Co. The 
passengers, freight, etc. \\'ere taken on board the Narragansett which 
left this city for Stonington ycstcrda~· morning at 7 A. M." 

Thus the steamer was wrecked on Saturday October 31st. The very same day 
her sister ship the Rhode I slcind \\'as \\Tecked on the trip south from Stonington. 
vV c find in the paper of Nm·ember 3, 1846 the followin g: 

" Th e Rhode I sland which left Stonington at 12 on Saturday lost her 
rudder about 6 miles beyond Huntington and soon after a sea struck 
her on the side and broke the long braces. She drifted till near shore. 
H er lifeboat put out but \\·as broken in two by the seas. A large 
quantity of freight - 150 cases - \\·as dumped. The passengers came 
ashore Sunday afternoon . . . '' 

The Rhode I sland had been built for the T ransportation Company (Vander­
bilt's Line) in 1836 b:- Bell & Brmrn of Kc\\' York \\'ith a square engine designed 
and built by J ames P. Allaire. The Rhode Island was sold by the successor 
N. J. Steam Transportation Co., apparently around July 18th, to the Regular 
Mail Linc now held by the Independent Company. Th e gold fever finally caught 
the Rhode l slnnd and she left New York J anuary 25, 1850 and on the 29th 
foundered in a Yiolen t gale \\·ith the loss of se,·eral li\·cs. 

As was noted previously, the Oregon had barely r ecouped from her 1846 
\Hecks before "Liveoak " T1aw decided to challenge the Vanderbilt and again 
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had to take the Oregon off for a while to r epair the damage of the ramming. 
It is fitt ing therefor e that with accidents p laying such an important par t in 
the Oregon 's postal history role, she should fin ally succumb to an accident and 
not end up in a yard being skeletonized. 

The fin al act of the Oregon was p layed out in New York harbor as she 
' rns on the New York-Hudson r un. It happened October 22, 1863 after nearly 
a decade on the Hudson r un: The New York Tim es r epor ted it: 

" Yesterday aftern oon a collision occurecl on the North River opposite 
the city between the two large steamers the City of B oston of the 
New York and Norwich Line and the Oregon of the New York and 
H udson Line. The former had left her clock wi th passengers and freight 
for Norwich and the later ,yj th the same for Hudson. The collision 
resulted in the sinking in a few minutes of the Oregon which was cu t 
in two. Provident iall y, mi racul ously, as it appear s to those on board, 
no one was killed and bu t one slightly injured . . . 

The scene on the 0 1·egon which rapidly began to sink immediately 
after being struck was one of the wildest confusion. F ortunately the 
two boats remained fastened together fo r abou t ten minutes whi ch 
enabl ed many of the Oregon's passengers, upwards of 100 in number , 
to escape. The balance were sand by the timely ar r ival of the steam­
tug Snin'l L. B rewster ... None of the fre ight or baggage was got 
off .. . Sank in 30 feet of water ... '' 

(To Be Continued) 
June 7th 

September 20th 

October 4th 

October 18th 

Novembc-r 1st 

November 15th 

December 6th 

December 20th 

1972 PROGRAM OF MEETINGS 

- LICHTENSTEIN-DALE NIGHT- Anne Boyd Lichten­
stein Foundation 

Summer Rect:Ss 

- VALENTINES- Jul es G. Plancquaert, Brussels, Bel­
gium 

- GREECE- Ronald A. G. Lee, London, England 

- BER MUDA-Sir Henry J. Tucker, Paget, Bermuda 

- PHILATELIC FOUNDATION NIGHT - Philatelic 
Foundation, N. Y. 

- SOLANO COUNTY (California) ; Express Covers, 
Ghost Towns, California Penny Post, Generals Vallejo 
and Denver, and other Fascinating Historical Char· 
acters- William C. Robbins III, Oak.land, Califo rnia 

- UNITED ST ATES- Wilber H. Schilling, Minneapo· 
lis, Minnesota 

- BOA RD OF GOVERNORS OPEN HOUSE- Robert 
P. Odenweller, Theo Van Dam, Co-ch airmen 
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The Clubhouse 
Program Committee Report for the Annual Meeting of the Collectors Club, 12th Jan., 1972 

The 1972 progra m of speakers will be in th e January issue of the Coll ectors 
Club Philatelist and the printed programs are aYail able to the members. New 
with the 1972 program are a number of features which should make the talks 
more informatiYe and the evenings more pleasant than eyer for the membership. 

These innovations include: 
1. A preview paragraph to be r un in the COP giving a precis of what to 

expect at the talk. 
2. A single page summary " ·hich will be ma<le aYa il ablc to all ,\'}10 attend 

giving the important features of th e dispaly. This has the added 
features of: 
A. GiYing the members of the audience a chance to inspect the displa~· 
before the talk, with the opportunit:v to scrutinize closely the more 
important items to be discussed, and 
B. P roYiding those who attend with a permanent reconl of the meeting. 

3. Opening the display for Yiewing at 7 :30 to allow a longer time for in­
spection, and 

4. A respectful r equest that those who attend who ar c smokers, kindly 
refrain from smoking for the hour that the meeting is in progress as a 
courtesy to the speaker and to those members of the audience " ·ho do not 
smoke. 

The cliYcrsity of the 1972 program was calculated to proYide the " ·idest COY· 
eragc possible from which to appeal to the intcrc ·ts of the greatest number of 
members possible without repeating subj ects which haYe been well conred in 
r ecent years . Accordingly we will han, for those who haw not been able to 
dissect the program, 5 speakers from Europe, 1 from Bermuda, 2 from consid­
erabl e distance within the U.S . A. in addition to our local speakers, coYering 
subject including alphabeticall :v Africa (2), Asia (2 ) , Australasia (2), Bermuda 
(1), Europe (3), North America (3), South America (2), and featurin g 1 show 
by members of the trade, 3 specials, 1 on topicals, 1 distaff spea ker, 2 on P ostal 
H istory, and 1 first t ime speaker. 

\Ve hope that you will enjoy the 1972 program as much as it was a pleasure 
assembl in g it for you. 

Robert P . Odenweller and Theo Van Dam, 
Co-Chairmen Program Committee 

Report of the Program Committee 

The t ime and ener gies that went into the plannin g of our 1971 programs 
seem to haYe resulted in a year that fittingl y marked the diamond jubilee of our 
club. Some members who attended some or all of the Yarious meetings expressed 
satisfaction both verbally and by letter. 

W e are particularly grateful that all programs " ·ere staged as planned. 
There was not a single need of making substitutions because a speaker could not 
arrive. And this in spite of the fact that six came from other domestic cities and 
three from overseas countries. 

The interest and quality of all programs were such that it became ex­
cessively difficult to single any one as having been THE best. An informal poll 
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of members " ·ho attended most if not all the years meetings lea<ls your chair­
man to name the Thurn & Taxis display and discussion by Arthur Salm, of 
Ch icago as that which had the finest material and evid enced thorough philatelic 
knowledge of his subject. A special vote of appreciation is extended to the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing, and Goeffrey Osborne for their pl'esentation 
of U. S. and Bermuda-Gibraltar programs. The e\·ening at ·which President 
John Hubbard ancl Secretary George South treated us to the showing of 20 
RPSJ.J members ' collections was one of the most outstanding programs in the 
club 's history and stands as a glowing example of the close relationship existing 
between our institutions across the Atlantic. 

In surrendering the chairmanship I express my appl'eciation to the Board 
for ha,·in g entrusted me with thi job. I would like to point out that the only 
expense to the club has been the payment of dinner bills for our guests on 
meeting nights. Your chairman has arranged not only for all correspondence 
and telephone costs im·olYed, but also the meeting of those guests at stations 
and airports and in some cases their stays in New York. All of this, which I 
estimate to have been in excess of $200 or the three years, I contribute to the 
club. 

Ernest A. Kehr, chairman 

Report of the Library Committee 

The year 1971 saw not only the continuation of programs initiated in the 
past, but also major physical innovations in the Library. 

The range of our coYerage through periodicals was broadened significant!~-. 
0Yer 100 new periodicals were added to our shelves. This, plus the normal in­
crease in books through outright purchase and donations, continues to put 
pressure on the space available in the Library. 

The Librar:v Committee was aproached by a firm in Boston with a Yie\\" to 
the publication of our card index. After deliberation, it was decided to postpone 
this project until sufficient clerical help is arnilabl e to update and reYise the 
index. 

In an herculean undertaking, and as part of the general renorntion of the 
Club in connection with its 75th Anniversar.v, the regular stamp catalogues " ·ere 
moYed from the 3rd floor to the 4th floor, " ·here the sheh·es had been recondi­
tioned. After the removal of a large shelf on the 3rd floor , the auction catalogues 
" ·ere r earranged in that location. 

vVe haYe contracted for the installation of rails in the basement as a means 
to gl'eater efficiency of sheh-ing in this area. This should help to O\·ercome the 
chl'on ic lack of space which the Library had had to endure. 

Your Librar~r Committee chairman continues to express amazement and 
appreciation for the 'rnrk accomplished by his dedicated fellow committee mem­
bei·s, without whom the Library would simply not be able to undertake many of 
its Yaried projects. In spite of this, new assistance is urgently solicited. 

And finally your chairman wishes to express his thanks to our Librarian , 
Mrs. Josephin e L. Eldridge, without whom, quite frankly, nothing would work. 

William I-I. 1iller, Jr. 

Annual Report of the House Committee 

During the past year the usual small problems came up - elerntor did not 
" ·ork - air conditioner quit. Oil Burner adjusted new thermostat and other 
minor details from time to time including leaks on roof and because of some 
carelessness by someone, we had a flood on the third and fourth floors the da:v 
of the Collectors Club Open House. 
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The entire club house has been refurbished. Th e four floors painted, new 
carpet and rugs, new lights, most of the furniture ahs been r epa ired, recowrecl 
or refinished. Some tables, chairs ,rugs, etc. have been disposed of. 

The old clubhouse is as new as possible inside. 
Without g·oing into detail, Walter Garvey, Mrs. Pritchard and the House 

Committee survived hours of confusion and frustration. 
Some thing·s still need attention. 'rhe cellar and the cellar stairs. Th e T_,ibrary 

Committee has work to do. The Meeting Room needs some attention. 
Any building that is used as much as ours is b:v so many people so man:· 

times must have things done ever:' ~-ear. It would be wise for future House 
Committees to do some work C'Yery :rear rather than go through " ·hat we clicl 
this year. It also would be more economical. 

Ezra D. Cole 

Mounting and Exhibition Committee Report - 1971 

This Committee, as in the past, has performed its functions of assisting our 
guest speakers and exhibitors in displaying their respecfo·e collections at our 
progTam meetings. 

With the celebration of the 75th :·ear of our Coll ectOl's Club, and the 
commemorating of this eYentful year with ANPHILEX '71 at the Waldorf­
Astoria Hotel, this committee had the resposibilit:· of mounting about 65 mem­
bers exhibits in a special section of the Show. It was done through the 
wonderful and devoted assistance of many Yolunteer members under the able 
guidance of Vice President Alex Rendon and others. The hospitalization of 
your chairman during this en~ntful period \\·as most regretful and I am sincerely 
grateful to all those many friends who carried out this onerous task. 

V•le are still planning a better method of mounting or e\·en possibly chang­
ing and resetting the club frames. Mr. Ernest A. Kehr, our disting11ished mem­
ber of many talents, has been working on this. Any ideas on improving thse 
wall frames will be most welcome. 

Again, may I thank the many members who were so helpful and especial]:· 
during my illness. 

Report of the Treasurer 

Respectfully submitted, 
Irwin M. Y arry, Chairman 

The Collectors Club operated on a cash budget during the :·ear ended 1971. 
We were fortunate that our Capital Fund has now been able to play the 

hole for which it was intended. During the year, $25,000 representing most of 
the income from 1970 and 1971 was transferred to the General Fund, of this, 
approximately $15,000 was used for long postponed house repairs, maintenance 
and furnishings, $1,500 for our 75th anniYersary celebration , and $±,000 for 
additional insurance premiums, which were paid this year on a cash basis. The 
balance was used for current operating expenses, including an additional $2,700 
printing costs for the Collectors Club Philatelist. This latter increase again, is 
a result of our cash ba is accounting. 

Principal of the Capital Fund, howeYer, remains im·iolate at about $172,000, 
with current annual income exceeding $13,000. It is foreseen for 1972, that some 
income from the Capital Fund will continue to be required to meet current needs. 

A detailed audited statement will be prepared by our accountants and the 
certified report will be published in a forthcoming issue of the C.C.P. 

Howard B. Lee 
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Annual Report of the Secretary Collectors Club of New York 

January 12, 1972 
During the past year the membership of the Club rose by 26 members 

compared \\·ith only 6 in 1970. While the number of new members admitted 
incr eased to only 76 from 75 in the preceding year, there were 14 r einstatements 
in 1971 Yersus 5 th e year before. In addition tlwre wer e two fc" ·er r esignations 
than in 1970 and deaths of memcb1·s decr eased from 23 to 15. 

Th e stati sti cal r eport follows : 
Total Membership Jan . 1, 1971 1160 
Members lost by death lfi 
Resignations accepted or 
dropped for non-payment 
of dues 58 

73 
Member s admitted in 1971 76 
Reinstated 14 

90 
Total member s December 31 , 1971 

Honora r y & Life members 

Resident members 280 
Non-Resident members 752 
Over seas 145 

1177 
Hon. & Life 9 

Dca nr C. Bar tley 
( previousl:r r esign ed ) 
Norbert Ber ger 
LeRoy C. Brown 
Richard A. Finkel 

1186 

Necrology 
R esident 

J an Bar t 
H arry S . He~·m ans 
"Warren G. Kauder , M.D . 
Albion H . Koestler 

Non-R esident 
Roberto Garcia-Larranaga 
Harold B. Howard 
Merrel l R. Kirkl and 
Albert A . Kron enberg-Somm er 

1177 
9 

1186 

Richard S . Wilson 

Philip T. Manl:· 
Mi chael Ncwbur:· 
.T. H . Scruggs, Jr. 
Robert W. 'Wiseman 

'l'h c minutes of the Board of Gon r noi·s arc in or der and up-to-date. All 
correspondence has been taken ca re of and ther e is no business of any conse­
quence pending. 

I \\·ish to th ank Mrs. Anne '\V. Pritchett, th e Exccutiw-Recrctary, for her 
rn luabl e assistance durin g the past yrar . 

Respectfully submitt r <l , 
Richard S . Wilson 
S ecretary 
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The Library 
The Library Committee reports the acquisition of the following: 

Scott's P ostage Stamp Cettalogue. 1972. 128th Edition , Volume III. 923 
pages. Illustrated . Scott Publishing Co., Omaha, Nebraska. Soft cover. 
Cour tesy of the publish e1'. 

Scott's Specialized Catalogile of United S tates Stamps. 1972. 50th Edition. 
Scott Publishing Co., Om aha, Nebraska. 736 pages. Il lustra ted . Soft 
cover. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Thirty-seventh Am erican Philatelic Conwess Book. 1971. Edited b~- David 
C. Stump. An Am erican Phil atelic Congress Publi cation. 227 pages. 
Illustrated. Clothbound . Courtesy of the Society. 

St. Vincent by Arthur D . Pier ce, J. L. :Messenger, and Robson Lo\\·e. Published 
by Robson Lowe Ltd., London, Engla nd. 1971. 184 pages. Illustrated . 
Hard cover. 

A List of Books on the Postal History, P ostmarks and Adhesive Postage and 
R evenue S tamps of Greed Britain. Second Edition. Compiled by Arnold M. 

Strange. Published b~r Great Britain Philateli c Soci et~' , London, Eng­
land. 1971. 48 pages. Cardboard cover. 

L es Preobliteres dans le 111onde by L. Philippe. Edited by Le Monde des 
Phi latelistes, P aris, France. 1970. 56 pages. Illustrated. Paper cover. 
French text. Gift of Mr. Morton Morris. 

German-English Philatelic Dictionary. Compiled by Chapter No. 7 of the 
German Philatelic Society, Fort Lau derdale, Florida. Th e Germany 
Phil atelic Society, Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Th e Germany Philatelic 
Society, In c., Valapraiso, Indiana. 1969. 101. pages. Cardboard cover . 
Spiral binding. Gift of the Society. 

American Air 111 ail Catalogue. Volum e Four. Fourth Edition . Deluxe Edi­
tion. Published by The American Air Mail Society. 1971. 539 pages. 
Illustrated. H ard conr. Courtesy of the Society. 

UN Philatelic Publications by Jim Becker . UN New York/ Genern . 1972. 8 
pages Photocopies. Soft cover. Gift of Mr. H . E. Conway. 

T he Graf Z eppelin's Flights to Sonth Americct by ·w aiter Cu rley . Cardinal 
Spellman Philatelic Museum, W eston, 1\Iassachusetts. 1970. 98 pages. 
Illustrated. Soft cover. Courtesy of the Museum. 

Classifiwtion for Philately and Posted Service by :Marion D . l\IIac William, 
·w alter Curley, and lVJary J ane Schmidt. Cardin a I Sp el I man Philatelic 
Museum , Inc. 1970. 173 pages. Three-ring bind er . Gift of Museum. 

Advanced Philatelic R esearch by P atrick Pearson. Published by Arthur 
Bar ker Ltd., London, England. 1971. 140 pages. I llustrated. H ard 
cover. Courtesy of the publisher. 

T he L ett er B ox by J ean Young Farrugia. Centaur Press Ltd ., Font\\'e ll, Sus­
sex. 1969. 282 pages. Illustrated. Clothbound . Gift of Publisher. 

Canadei & N ewfoilndlcind Postal Stationery Catalogue by J. F. W ebb. Pub­
lish ed and printed b~- Jim F. W ebb, Thornhill , Ontario, Canada. 1970. 
55 pages. Illustrated. P aperbound . Courtesy of the author. 

Colorndo Postnl History : The Post Offices by William H. Bauer , J ames L. 
Ozment, a nd John H. Willard. J - B Publishing Co., Crete, Nebraska. 
1971. 2-±8 pages. Illustrated. Clothbound. Courtesy of Publisher. 
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The Dale Collections: British North America 
The Dale Collections : British and South Am erica. Auction Catalogues with 

prices realized. H. R. Harmer, Inc. , Ne\\· York. 1971. Bound volumes. 
Gift of Mr. B. D. Harmer. 

RFD 'The Changing Face of Rural America by Wayne E. Fuller. Indiana 
UniYersity Press, Bloomington, Indiana. 1964. 361 pages. Hard cover. 
Compliments of Publisher. 

1'he Postal Stati011 ery of the U 11ited States Possessions and Administrative 
Areas. 2nd Edition. Austin P. Hallt'I', Editor in Chief. United Postal Sta­

tionery Society, Albany, Oregon. 1971. 269 pages. Illustrated. Card­
board cover. Compliments of Societ~r. 

B.P.A. Philatelic Societies' Y ear Book 1970-1971 . Compiled and published by 
The British Philatelic Association , London , England. 

B .P.A. Philatelic Societies' Directory 1971-1972. Compiled and published by 
The British Philatelic Association, London England. 

Collect British Stamps. Ninth Edition. Stanley Gibbons Ltd ., London, Eng­
land. 41 pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. Courtesy of the Publisher. 

Album: Medicin e on Stamps by Joseph H . Ki er M.D. Minkus Publications, 
Inc., Ne\Y York, New York . 1969. Courtesy of th e Publisher. 

Photocopy: The United States First l ssiw R evemw Stamps (1862-1871). By 
Carl vV. Georgi. 1962. Published by the author, Buffalo, New York. 
Gift of Mr. William German. 

Suisse Liecht enstein Catalogue 1972. Ernst lVlul lcr, Aeschenof. 248 pages. 
Illustrated. German and French text. P aperbound. Courtesy of the 
Publisher. 

Checklist of Canadian Officia,l Stampless Cot· ers since 1963. Edited and pub­
lished by ·William Pekonen, CloYerdale, British Columbia. 1968. 66 pages. 
Illustrated . Cardboard co ,·er. Gift of the Author. 

(food Bibliographic Practice by James Negus. American Philatelic Research 
Library, State College, Pennsyh·ania. 1971. 60 pages. Cardboard cover. 
Compliments of Research Library. 

Handbook of the Postage Stamp Varieties of China 1942-1960 . Edited and 
published by Carasan Company, Culver City, California. 1970. 11 pages. 
Illustrated. Paper cover. Gift of Mr. P. B. Woodward. 

Speciale Catalogus 1932 31e. Nederlandsch Vereeniging Van Postzegelhandel­
aren, Gravenhage, Netherlands. 1972. 592 pages. IJJustrated. Dutch 
text. Paperbound. Gift of Mr. Johannes de Kruyf. 

1'he Cumb erland Collector 85th Anniversary Commemorcitive Edition 1886-1971. 
Naslwille Philatelic Society, Naslwille, Tenn. 1971. 56 pages. Illus­
trated. Cardboard coyer. Compliments of the Society. 

Another One Hundred and One on the UN by H erbert E. Conway. Published 
by Herbert E. Comrny, United Nations Plaza, New York. 1971. 74 pages. 
Illustrated. Cardboard co,·er. Gift of the author. 

Vignettes of Russia, The Non-postage Stamps of Imperial Hussia Issued prior to 
August, 1914 by Emile Marcovitch. William Ittel, Pittsburgh, P ennsylvania. 

1971. 94 pages. Cardboard co,·er. Gift of Mr. William Ittel. 
Stamps T ell the Story of the R epublic of China. Directorate General of Posts, 

Ministry of Communications, Republic of China. 1971 . 28 pages. Color 
I llustrations. Cardboard co,·cr. (:ift of Publisher. 

Trolley Car Mail Service in Philadelphia 1895-1915. Compiled by Wylie H. 
Flack and Robert J. Stets. Associated Stamp Clubs of South Eastern 
Pennsy]yania and Delaware, In c. 1971. 22 pages. Illustrated. Card­
board conr. Gift of Mr. Albert Higgins. 

(Continued on Page 178) 
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Where Has This 184 7 Cover Been For 124 1/2 Years? 
or 

AN AMAZING FIND IN INDIANAPOLIS 

By J. David Baker 

How astonished " ·ould you be to be hard at work in your library on an 
estate tax problem - reach for Burns' Annotated Indiana Statutes Volume on 
Estates and ·wills to look up a judicial decision - the book opens to a page in 
which the coyer seen here has been hiding, since ? This Yolume is dated 1926; 
" ·here had it been pri01· to this time, " ·ho knows ? 

As you examin e the covc1· you note that it is postmarked "New York JUL 
2 10 cts," that it bears a magnificent and incomparable 10c margin pair (which 
appear to have been meticulously se \·er ed from the original sheet ) with short 
transfer positions ( 61-62L ) . The stamps ha Ye been ca nce ll ed with the familiar 
red square Ne\Y York grid and are \\·ell tied by both this grid and a blue manu­
script cancel. The co,·e1· \\'<lS endorsecl b,\· R. B. Duncan, Clerk of the Marion 
County Circuit Cour, "Filed Jul,\· , 18-!7," \\·hich definite!,\' establishes the date 
posted as Frida,\·, July 2, 1 -:1:7, the ear li est use of this issue ,\·et to be recorded. 

The preYious earliest date \YaS Jul.\· 7 for the !Jc and July 9th, the lOc. 
Enclosed in this c1welope is a fiYe-page deposition of Ueorge B. Sherwood 

taken by "Stanl ey H . Fleetwood, Commissioner for New York appointed by the 
UO\·ernor of Indiana to take acknO\\·leclgment of deeds, depositions of witn esses, 
etc., to be used or recorded in Indiana ," and bearing his official seal applied 
"30th da\· of June A.D. 18-!7. ' ' 

The ~ l iscoYerer of this gem is Harry Mark, a tax consultant in Indi anapolis. 
The Burns ' Annotated Indiana Statutes in his librn 1·:· \l"aS purchased some time 
:igo in :rn estate sa le of a lm\· librar:· and , with other Yolumcs, \\·as placed in his 
she hes of reference books bch ind his desk. 

The first question \\"hich came to Ilany 1\Iark 's mind ,,·as, '·Can this be a 
first day co \·ed" Imrn ediatcl:' he examined the deposition and found the last 
entry dated 30th Jun e 18-!7 CWeclnesday ) mentioned ear lier. Since an urgcnc,\· 
for the deposition had been expressed b:· the Clerk of the Circuit Cour of 
"l\'Iarion Count,\-, Indiana in his communication (June 7th , 1847 letter attached 
to deposition) to the New York Commissioner for Imliana, and since this con­
cluded this transaction one would assume that it \\·ou ld be prompt!,\- mailed at 
t.hc post office the next cla,\' , Thursd ay, Jul,\· 1, 1847, the elate that it is known 
that stamps actuall,\' were recei\·ecl at the Ne\\" York post office. 
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Stanlr:· Ashbrook comments, · ' Thr !Jc and 10(' 18-1-7 arc listed as having 
been placed on sale on Jul:' 1, 18-1:7 (Tlrn1·s(la,,·), but " ·e J;1ck an:· actual proof 
t!rat supplies of eith er wcr·r actual!:· placed on sale on Jn!:· l. Th e official 
l'ecord show that no supp lies of the 'fort,,·-sr,·ens' 11·r 1·e sent out b.v the Post 
Offiec Depa rtmrnt until Jul:· J , 1847 , and thr on!:· post office to recciYe supplies 
on that dntc 1rns New York City. Supplies \\'l'l'l' not sent to an:' other office on 
that date. 'l'hr second shiplllent \nlS sent to Boston on ,Ju\,,- 2, 18-1-7 . I am 
assuming th ese officia l records are aecurntc . \Vh ct he1· or not the New York 
Postmaster, Robr1·t H. 1\Lol'l'is, actuall:· placed an:· of the stalllps on sale on 
'l'lmrsda:·, thr 1st we do not kno\I·. · · (Special Sen-ice p. ll2 ) . 

Philip Wnl'd, ,fr., 1Hiks kn :·ears latel', " \Yhil e the e11talogues, most publi­
entions and al'tirlcs tell us that the stamps \re1 ·e issued on Jul:· 1, 18+7 , this is 
not in nrronla11rc \1·ith the facts. From records rcrrnth· found in the Post 
Office fil es, it has bc('n learned that the first shiplllent from "\.Vashington " ·as made 
to Ne,1· York on .Jn l.'· 1, mid th is lot consisted of 190,000 !Jc and !J!J ,000 lOc. 
Th(:· could not hm·e been shiJlpcd from \Yashington on .Jul:· 1 and reach New 
Yo1·k Cit.'· in tinH' fol' a Jul.'· l sale. The second shipment " ·cnt to Boston on 
Jul:· 2 - \1·hilr the thil'd lot 1rl'nt to Philadelphia 011 ,Jul:· 7.'' (Column in 
:;\[;Heh 30, 1962, issue .i\l ekel'l 's W eeki." Stamp ;\ews) . 

'''our :·ea r·s later Ll'stcl' Bl'ookman \ITOtc, "Natu l'all_,. it 1rns the intention 
and the hope of the Co1·e 1·11111 c11t that these stamps 11·ould be a,·ailahlc in at 
lrast the most illlportan t offirl's on thr da.'· the Art (of l\'larch 3, 18-1:7 ) \\"aS to 
go into effcrt. H m1·c,·rr, due to dela:·s in ])l'O(lnction 1rhich might he ronsidcred 
natural 11·ith the ne1r 1·rntlll'(', th e fir·st stmnps were (kli1·ercd to onl.'· one office, 
that of Nr1,· Yol'k City, 011 the da.'· tlw.'· \l'Cl'C' supposed to be ;;n-a ilabl e, Jul~- 1, 
1 -1:7 ... No COH'l'S ha1·e been found at the date of this 11Titing that " ·ere used 
on Jul:· 1, 18-1-7, or for sorne da:·s 1ri'te1· that (latl'." (Th e l.;nited States Postage 
Stamps of the 19th Cent my, Vol. L, p. :IO ) 

The letters of Robcet MoJTis, tlw Post111astcr of Nc,1· York at this time, \1·c1·c 
published in 1960 b.v Winthrop Boggs. Ldter Number 17, July 7, 1847, is as 
follo\\·s: '' Pl\1 Canandaigua. ' ·Yon l's of the 5th is rcceiYed. The proposed 
Stamps no\r used are issued and sold b.'· the Depal'tment. The Post Bills with 
the column ·Paid h:' Stamps,· arc fnl'llished b:· the Department, and I am 
directed to make the cntr:· as was don(' in ni,Y post bills of the 3rd of July. 
The Stamps are th e e1· iclenec that the lctk r is paid 1rnd no stamp 'paid' is 
n l'cessar:· ... "(Robert l\lorris Postmastel' or Nl'1r York, \Vinthrop Boggs, p. 29 ) 

This ldter wrified thr use of postage' stamps at least Jul~- 3nl and probably 
earlier, but how early? 

\Vh:· did Philip \~Val'd , Jr., sa.'· that thl' sta111ps 11·P l'(' shipped from ·wash­
ington \1·hen the plant of Rm1·don, Wright , Hatch and Edson was located in 
:Ne\\' York Cit~'? Cou ld l\1r. \Yard ha1·r ]JC(•n in error in his interpretation of 
the Post Office i·ccorcls redisco1·c1wl in 1962 ? 

Xo"-, back to the eoYcr. If the stam ])S on this ldkl' had been applied at 
the post office, the clerk most assured]:· 1rnul(l ha1·e \1·righed the letter and, find­
ing that its weight exceeded an ounce ( \rhirh it dol's ) hut weigh ed less than an 
ounce-and-a-ha ir, \\'OUlcl hm·e applied tlw l'Cqu ired three' lOc stamps. 

Since• this \\"HS not the case and onl.'· two we1·e ami li ed, it might bl' assumed 
tlrnt a she('t of stamps, 01· some quantity , 1rcre pnrclrnsc(l b.'· Stank:· Flect\\'OOd 
for his use. Ile applied at his office the t,1·0 lOc starnps, conside1·i11g them 
adequate, and mail ed the letter 011 Jul.'· 2nd. Th e post office clerk applied the 
grid cancel and Ne,1· York handstarnp, then chrcked the " ·eight of the letter, 
onl~, to find the :1pplied postage inadequate. Th ereu pon , he applied the " 10 " 
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(Continued from Page 175) 

'/'he Sha11uhai Postal System : Cata/ouue Seclio11. Edit ed by Lyons F. LiYings­
ton and Charl es \V. Dougan. Pnblish rd b.v 1~. F . Li,·in gston, Towson, Md. 
1971. 6-! pages. Illustrated . Paperbonncl. 0 i ft of Mr. Charles W . 
Dougan. 

f:itamps to JI on or Copernic1lS b:- lVI.)TOn E . Steczynski. Promien Magazine, 
Chicago, Illinois. Autumn 1971. 35 pages. lllnstratcd . Paper cover. 
Gift of the author. 

J(orean Postage Stcimp Catalog. Korean Phil::itclic Agency, Seoul, Korea. 
1971. 115 pages. Illustrated. Korean text. Paperbom1<l. Gift of Mr. 
Ernest A . Kehr. 

Ca11cellatio11s, Censor and R egistrntiu11 Ha11dstamvs uf Nrrnrn by Keith cle Vere 
Buckingham. Pacifi c Islands Study Cil'cio o[ Great Bl'itai n, \Vorthing, 
England. l 972. 10 pages. Illustrated. P aper con'l'. C: ift of the pub­
lisher. 

'1' he A tlstrn lasicm Stlllnp Catafogiie. 1972 cd i t i on . Re,· ic" · Pu hi ications Pty. 
..J.6 pages. Illust 1·atcd. Cardboard cover. Ltd. , Dubbo, Australia. 1972. 

Comp liments of the publisher. 
8chweizerischer Liiftpost-Katalog. Sch \rcizcrisclwr r\ e1·oph i la tel isten-Verein, 

Bnmncliweid, Switzerland. 1971. 261 pages. Tllustrated. German text. 
Cardboard c0\·c1·. Compliments of the Publisher·. 

Arizona Philatelic Workshop Handb ook. b~- Al Friesen , Di rector with others. 
\V cslc'l'n Postal Histon· Museum , Tu cson , .Arizo na. 1971. 77 pages. 
Illustrated. Cardboard. cover. Complim ents of the Museum. 

Anphilex '71 Cafolouue. Scott Publishing Co., Omah:i , Nebraska, Courtesy of 
Anphi lcx Org;rnising Committee. 

'l'he Collectors Club Phila telist Cwnulatii;e llldu to Vol1w1 es 1 to 50, 1922-1971. 
Compil ed by Em rst C. \Vilkens and John D . DO\rd. 71 p:ig s. Cardboard 
cover. 

'J 'he Coros Chronicle, Vol. XII, No. G to Vol. XVI, No. 5, October 1960-0ctober 
196..J.. Gift of Miss Beatrice Berner. 

Gifts were rece fr ed also from: Messrs. Eller.'· Denison , Hobert G. Stone, Harry 
Holman , Ernest A. Kehr and Sol Whitman . 
and felt i mpcllrd to also ma 1rnscl' ipt-cancrl the stamps (the pen mark. we1·c 
applied on top of the handst:illlp grid ) before srndin g the letter on its wa.v- thc 
balance of thr postagr being coll cctrd on cleliYer~· at Indi anapolis. 

?11r. fark thought tlrnt the shortage had been discoH're<l at the post office 
on Jn]~- lst and thr 10 applied and the lrt1e1· set aside until the additional post­
age \\"aS paicl. Crc' ighton Hart, who has scrn pictnrrs of th is COH'l', comments, 
' ·It is \Yishfnl thin king to think that thr stamps might lrn \'e been put on J ul.v 1st 
and the postmastrr (or post1il clerk ) held the letter nntil the next days because 
lOc \\·as due. If this had lwrn the case thc'1·e \\·ould be a manuscript or hand­
stamped Paid besidr the " 10 " to show that 30c, the foll rate, had been paid. It 
is also interestin g· to me that the sta111ps arr pc'n cancelled as \\·ell as having the 
13-bar square grid . 1\ ppm·rntl~- at this c'al'l.'· elate the postmaster cancelled th e 
stamp both \rays, not. being sure that the g l'id \\·as sufficient.· ' 

So here we 111.·c with a lH'\\. ea rl.v date or Ju I~ · 2, 18.J.7 , and a fo·st day COYCl' 
until someone comes up \rith some new information to disprove it. 

Your colllmrnts ar c im·itcd . Please address all inquiries to the writer at 
P. 0. Box 892, Indianapolis, Indiana , .J.6206. 
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Booli Reviews 
American Air Mail Ccdalogiw, Volume JY , Fourth Edition, edited by Joseph L . 
Eisendrath and others. Available from J ohn J. Smith , 102 Arbor Road, Cinna­
minson, New Jersey 08077. HarclcoYer, 541 pages, \l'ith illustrations and maps. 
Price $10.00. 

This is the concluding Yolume of the Fourth Edition of the standard ency­
clopedia of acrophilately. Editor Joseph L. Eisendrath and his Editorial Board 
of selected experts arc to be congratulated on a monumental task well done. 

Volume IV contains the long awaited and superbly prepared chronological 
index to the four Yolumes. This readily enables the i·cader to locate any listed 
cover merely by looking up its date in this 58 page index. It thus prm·ides an 
in valuable tool for the air mail collector. 

Containing seven sections in addition to the index, this volume portrays the 
same excellent style that has been seen in the earlier volumes. T\\'o of the sec­
tions represent supplements to sections appearing in prior Yolumes of this 
edition, " Interrupted Flight CoYers" and "U. S. Contract Air Mail Routes." 
Both contain corrections and continuations. The addition of maps in the '' Con­
tract '' section is most helpful and they arc intelligently drawn. 

The fiye r emaining sections include "Philippine Island Flights to 1942, U.S. 
Sournnir Historical Flights, Early Foreign Flights, Foreign Flag Flights and 
Th e Jet Age. " All represent exhaustiYe and careful studies. 

Volume IV thus completes a wealth of information , much of which is un­
obtainable elsewhere. The American Air Mail Society deserYes acknowledgement 
for its decision to undertake this updating of its catalogues. The result is certain 
to be beneficial to aerophilatel? . ( William H. Miller, Jr .) 

1 ~ 111 11111111111~ 11 ~11111111111111~ 11 ~ 111111 11111111 ~ 1 

R econstitution des Plcinches du Rayon II sur la Base des R eperes de Cases, 
Impression Noire by Ernst l\luller, Basel. Publie Jans la Journal Philateliquc 
Suisse, Avril 1967 a Novembre 1968, avec l 'aide du Fonds pour l 'encourage­
mont de la Philatclie. 90 pages. Illustrated. 4 color plates. French and 
German text. Hard cover. 

This very precise and highly specialized work deals with the plating of the 
10 Rappen Rayoh II stamp of Switzerland. The stamp was printed during 
the years 1850-54, and was one of the first Federal issu es. The original printing 
during the four-year period consisted of about seven million stamps, it is 
estimated that there are approximately 1 % of this total in existence today. 

The stamps were printed from seven litho-stones, the first stone had two 
plates, the other six had four plates each, giving a total of t\Yenty-six plates. 
Each plate consisted of 40 stamps making a total of 1,040 types (26 x 40). 

In this colossal work all of the types are illustrated with their individual 
differences (pit-marks, thicker and thinner lines, frame and lin e breaks, etc. ) 
pointed out and their positions on the original stones noted. There are several 
color plates showing color Yarieties for all litho stones. 

Th e research was originally started by Mr. II. Munk and \\'as late1· passed on 
to Ernest Muller for further study and completion . 

The book is beautifully put together, although printed in both French and 
German, it is easily understood, with less than four pages of trxt and o\·er 
1,200 illustrations. 

The book is a "Chef d'oeuvre" in this field. (Steve Pomex) 
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'/_'he Congress Book, 1971, 37th American Philatelic Co11gress . 226 pages, illus­
trated. Published h:- the A rnerican Philatelic Congress, Editor, Da\·id C. Stump, 
170 Stcrplechasc Rd ., Drrnn , Pa., 19333. Price $6.00. 

Exhibitor Din-id C. Stump offered se\·cnteen frarnrs at the Rochrst<'l· N. Y. 
Com·cntion on Scptrmber 2-±-26, 1971. Th e exhibit was not a medal winner. 
\Vhilc there " ·c1·c srYcral great nu·ities, most of the frames fe ll r losrr to th e 
class of space-fillers in terms of the exhibits theme - " To clissrrninate philatelic 
knowledge. '' 

Beforr reYiC'\\·ing- tlw rx hibit frame b:- frame, I shou ld likr to draw attention 
to t\rn of the most important frames. These are the ones prrpared b:· Herman 
Herst , Jr. on Sheriff's R ell'ard Cards and the one b.\· Rohrrt Dalton Harris on 
The F'irst Postal Card. Rcgard lrss of one's O\\·n interest, these t\\'O studies are 
of major irnpo1tancc to the firld of postal history, and, for quitr dissimilar 
rrasons. Pat Ilerst set out to nrnkc two philatelic points: One, that a " ·orth:· 
collection could be built cheaply, and Two, that how :rou handlr presentation is 
oftrn more important than what yon present. H e didn 't state the sccon<l 
objecti\·e, but it has pcrrnratcd his philatelic writing and is quite eYident in this 
offering. Other than these two points, Pat had nothing to sa:- philatelicall:-, but 
he said it bcautifullv. Anv srrions \\Titrr or exhibitor "·oulcl do well to stuch 
this offering in detail to lea ;·n sornr of Mr. Herst 's lrssons. It is \\·orth:· of being 
ela ssrcl as a serious and important rontribution to philatel.'-. 

Hanis 's study of the F'i1'St Postal Card, whil e written in stump-footed 
t: cl'lnan st.de, is \\·orth c\·cr.r minute gi\'l' ll to studying it . You may leai·n t\\·icc 
as much as ~-ou cai·e to know about the post ca rd , bu t in the process you learn 
i·esearch techniques applicable to an:' serious philatelic study. Harris has taken 
the hlo\Y-up process usrcl b:· platers ancl applied it in a ne"· firlcl. He shows the 
micro-differences that can be found in any philatelic item and ho\1· the_,- can be 
used as im·estigation tools. His JWC\·ious \\"Ol'k on the Troy handstarnps show 
this. He also illustrates the import1111ce of t im e-sequence anal .vsis as a tool. In 
this stud_\' he uses it to dcriYc data on color changes. He used the technique of 
statistical correlation, and standard distribution analysis. These tools are finding 
a p lacr in all fOl'ms of r esearch. It is approp1-iatc that the:- should be used in 
philatrl:·. This article is a pO\\·erful demonstrntion of ho\\" philatelic problems 
that haYc baffled us for ornr 100 :·ran; :·iclcl quickly to the appropl'iatc research 
technique. The article should be studied for just this point. 

Taking the other offerings in or der, the Congrrss hook opens \\·ith Franklin 
R Bnms ' The Ruptured Duck, a case histo1-.v of the Scott #9-!0 1-. S. three-cent 
19-t.6 Honorable Discharge Emblem commemon1ti\·c . This case histor.\· co\·crs the 
stamp from its "gleam in the eye" to and through its fit·st-da:· issue. It does 
not cover th e reasons why certain prclirninar:r proposals were i·ej ectcd and 
giws but sranty background on \\·h:r the accepted onrs wcrr acreptc<l. For those 
who cnrc to know somr of the details of \\·hat decisions are made in producing 
a st;1mp it will be of interest. It also has mild intcrrst because this is the one 
Amrrican stamp \rh cr e the philatelic press \\·as polled. 'L'hr results like the 
article are inconclusive. 

One of m:· farnritc subject · is co\·cred and one of m_,- prrfrnrd \niters did 
it for thr second artirlr, A lex. ter Braake 's F'o1·eiun Mail to Hhode Island Two 
Cnituries Ago. It is the 1971 winner of the \Valter R. l\IcCo:· Award for the 
hest paper in th e Congrrss Book. Alex has alreally rnad r enough contributions 
that his rrputation r11n "t hr srriously affected by this artick This rcvirwcr, 
therefore, strongly dissrnts from the McCoy A \\·ar<l jmors. The serious addition 
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to philatelic knowledge consists of a) looking into known arc hi ,·cs; b ) finding 
unlisted co,·crn c) making fai1·J y logical deductions about them. It is nice to 
know that tlw eo,·ers exist and especial!:· nice that someone dug them from the 
archi\'f."S. There arc hm,·e,·er , Cl'l'Ol'S in anal:·sis. One co,·er , at least, #9 is 
shmn1 as ani,·ing in New York on September 2nd, 1771 and being fonvanlcd 
mra? several days cai·I ier. The co m men ts a bout the Godda 1·([ post that "Salem 
\ras the first among Ame1·ican cities to respond to these ideas, " is wrong ancl 
ignores the fact that an opcn1ting system \\·as in existence f rom Philadelphia to 
Baltimore m; can be seen in th e .t1111 erican Archiees data on Goddard where an 
r\pril 21, 177-J. letter from .. r\ Gentleman in Philadelphia 10 his Correspondent 
in ·williamslmrg" · is cited. .A !so, the wr:· co,·e1· ,,·ith the .April ] st hamlstarnp 
noted b.'' Tei· Braakr has an earlier }larch 21st postmai·k from Philadelphia. 
( :oddiml didn 't nrn reach Salem until l\1arch 2 th. 'l'he articl e <locs not, in its 
discussion of l•'igurc 1, coyer th e scarce Ne,,· York T:1)e B mark and it fails to 
not<' 0 1· exp liiin the <liffercnce bct\recn the Bishop mark t,qws on this co,·e1-. 
·w01·th elipping for its co,·e1· refc1·cnces for those intcn'strd in colonial postal 
h istOI',\' , 

J\ som<'''·hn t different dip into th e archi,·es offrrc<l h:· A l'thm H echt in his 
l'osta/ I! istory of Y ork Comity. Originall.'· ckli,·crccl bcfo1·c the York Historical 
.Association , this is a sketch of the Yarious types of postal records arnilable in the 
:>:atio1wl A rchi,·rs \rith illustrntions using most of the Y<trir<l t.'·pes. It, perhaps 
'rise!.'·, <loes not go into the frustrations of getting· clata from the Archiws if 
one can't spend time there. 'l'he recol'cls include a ) postal p ersonnel such as 
post mastprs, thrir pa:·, resignations, mail i·outcs nnd contractors, route messen­
gcl's, cl cl'ks nn<l carriers, and inspectors ; h ) post offices \\'ith <lata on date of 
<'stahlish111cnt , closing, reopening, name changes, and adjacent offices \\·here the 
S<' l'\·iec \\·as transferred \rhen an office was closc<l as well as postal receipts for 
ecl'tai n yea 1·s, and services offere<l ; c) trnnsporta ti on l'Cports such as star routes, 
nnd othe r· l'Outes, schedules, and distances as well as authol'ized means of trans-
1)0J't; d ) t itl e p.-.ipers, l'eferencc sites, maps and geographic r eports. These arc 
best from the 1880 's on although some ral'licr data is noted. Various state 
postal histor~· societies arc increasing]:· using· these i·csorn·ccs. rseful as a 
checklist of possible cl.-.ita. 

The onl:· local or tmrn postal histor.'· offering is Daniel ·warren's Postal 
Jlistory of Richmond. Much of the articl e is giYen up to a listing, with illus­
tration in line cut of the Yarious Richmond postmarks. This listing can only 
he classed as prelimina17 and superficial. Detailed dating data of eYen a prr­
l imi11<1 r~· nature is missing othe1· than in full :·ears, key associatiYe markings are 
not reported , and while colors arc notc<l date patterns arc omitted. It is a pit:· 
the author did not prm·i<le the essentials for the second stage \\·hich he clearly 
l'ecognized as essentia l. Only a drtniled l'CCOl'ding of tlata read il.'· accessibl e to 
the author would permit some of the conclusions r eached; this data has not been 
supplied. The use of the day dates of knom1 co\·ers ,,·oulcl haYe made clear 
the author's explanation of the RTCH ,.s. RICHD straightlinr 1786-7 question. 
Both sources cite .Januar~r H, 1787 as the <lntr of the cow1-. The colonial postal 
histon· is also giYen superficial treatment . 'l'he Franklin ledger is cited as a 
source for an impli ed 1776 postoffice when , I bclie,·e, it giYes ,Jul:· 1778 as the 
date. Colon in l llC\rspapcrs \re1·e not checked for postal data. 'rhe 1773 manu­
script , illustration omitted b:· the editor not l\Ir. Vlarren, and the Carson Post 
Office List arc the only som·ces suggesting an earlier office. The question of a 
priYate or contract office is not raised as explanation of why B'nmklin does not 
note th e office in his broadsides of 1763, October 10, 1765, 01· September 30, 1775. 
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It is also not inclu<led on the "Battle of Lexin gton ·' express route of April-
1\'Iay 1775. The discussion of the 184-± packet boat mail aYoids the discussion of 
how to identify such coYers by calling it "difficult. " An article coYerin g less 
ground, but in more depths would haw• been more usrfol. 

Brian and Patricia Green in their" Six IInndrecl" Coi•er haw done a short 
sweet, and commendable job of placing a philatelir item into its historical 
niche. This prisoner-of-war co,-er grabs meaning and poignanry from th e col­
lateral material with \Yhi ch this team has sun·ouncle(l it. A good exampl e of 
how to \\'l'itc up a single cover. 

The R eview of Philntelic Journalism 1886-18.94 h~- Earl P . L. Apfelbaum 
coYering some 46 philatelic journals of the period clearly documents what was 
and too often still is wrong with philatelic writing. lt helps underscore the 
point th at most philatelic hibliographirs arc a waste of papCl', by showing 
the trash that eYen the bett rr journals citecl " ·er e running. One wonders why 
thirteen pages were deYoted to this type of al'ca ne curi osa , ,,·Jwn hrn to three 
would ha ,.c established the same point. 

In a clear , forthright style Jam es Ilal'l'is tells us almost eYerything \Ye 

could CYer want to know ahout the U.S. Motor V ehicle Use R evenu e Stamps. 
Ile tells it in a well-paced and well-illustrated rashion. It " ·ill be a basic source 
on this subject for a long time. 

Herbert Conway's Pre-U. N. P osfol Jlistory is an OYer Yiew of the cachets 
and cancellations used in the ten years prior to the issuan ce of U. N. stamps. 
It is not an in-depth article and not so intended. It does, b:r impli cation , 
suggest a number of fields where in-depth 1·esearch is needed. For example, 
letters from Teheran and Yalta durin g the meetings. An area " ·here present 
r esearch would probably yield results is the lJ. S. NaYy cancellations from ships 
in the harbor during the opening sess ion of the April 25, 1945 inita l U . N. 
Conference. Addressees would yield names of the writers and they the ships 
suppl:·ing the cancellations. Even for an oYcnie,Y, expected data is omitted. 
For exampl e, what \\·as the date of th e openin g of the first U. N. Information 
Office in ew York ? H ow long was it before the first knom1 slogan meter of 
May 28, 1943 ? The dates of: the 1943 UNRHA Courier s~·stcm m·c not even 
suggested. 

One of the more d ifficu lt artirles to reYiew is Gordon To1TeY's New L ook 
at the Constctntirwple City Post. I ts clear, fact-packed " B-scho~l " style per­
mits the writer to co,·er a lot of ground in a short space. The disadvantage 
is the degree to which one is dependent upon the writer's expertize and repu­
tation _f:or eYaluation. For example, no r eason is giwn for the rejection of 
Passer 's choice of offices. The map includes some of them but not others. The 
fact of a cancelled pair of 20-para stamps is cited as showing what a genuine 
Li annos looked like. But, as in the case with some .American locals, what if 
the cancel was faked too ? Torre:- giws eYidence that the City Post ran after 
Passer's 1884 suggested close. But was it the same post ? W ere local papers 
checked as Elliot t P erry has suggested for all local posts? Is there any chance 
that these were cYer worked on by Corpi and Glarnny? \Ve nc,·er do learn who 
the Greek merchnnt Liannos was or " ·hether his offices differed from those of the 
official City Post which succeeded him. Apparent!~- th rre is still plenty of r e­
f;earch room her e. 

Contemporary postal history is the nccessar.v foc11s of Dr. DaYid Torres ' 
Philatelic Look at Lnos 1951-1971 . This article gins the ident ities and photos 
of some of the personalities inrnlved in both creating Lao stamps and running 
the postal system there. It also gives print order data f:or all Lao stamps insofar 
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as has been ascert;:iined to date. In some cases i t also supplies sales quantities. 
Much of th e thrust of the article is an appca l for a r eturn to philatelic rectitude 
hy the Laos administration. The article is a highly desirable one for a monthly 
or m'ekly philatelic journal. 

The re\·ic"·cr is prejudiced against the next ai·ti clc, P eter lhbotson 's Does 
'Phis .li cinritiiis Stcimp E xist? H e feels that this r ehash of every quotable source 
arn ilable and obliviousness to philatelic research tools is shocking coming from 
a member of the " Royal ". The coyer, itself, is not adequate ly exa mined in 
vie"· of the Hoyal opinion that it is "a faked lettersheet." Are any parts 
genuin e? If th is stamp was not used on the cover , what \\·as used ? Does 
th e "63., at the left of the address duplicate the hanchn-iting insid e ? I s it the 
typ ical code for lettrr number 63 or is it perhaps a notation as to an amount 
paid? Arc the backstamps genuine ? vVas the New York British Packet cancel 
also faked ? W ere the ratrs checked from the New York or arrirnl end to sec 
what the proper postage should be~ Mauritius-New York rates wrrc set up at 
least by 1857 "via Marseilles" and have been published for many years - 39c 
a quarter ounce and 45c a half ounce. This rcplnced the 45c Mauritius via 
Southampton rate. W ere sh ip records checked to sec if boats actu all~r ran on 
the specified dates should any of the cancels he questioned ? If this letter 
' ' m·rived as directed,'' why were no Marse illes marks shown . Many other 
qu estions might be raised. Only after these have been settled can the question 
of the stamp itself be raised. An item surrounded by a sea of forgen· is under 
strong suspicion. Mr. Ibbotson 's close connection with the Mauritius news­
papers suggests he could have profitably used th ese conn ections for first hand 
local contemporary evidence. Th er e is no indication that he clid so. Micro­
scopic examinati on of contemporary printed matter from Mauri t ius might well 
establish whether the font of the surcharge was applied hy a local printery or 
clsr" ·herc. Such material is unclouhtrcll~- n\·nilnhlc, hut " ·as not used. 

Armand E. Singer has shown his experti se in E rrors, Pant-Errors, nncl 
frr egill.nrities in the Posfoge Stamps of N epal. H e has not helped make Nepal 
a fasc inat ing philatelic specialty nor demonstrated how to make a trchnical paper 
cn s.v to read. 'fhe abun dance of unexplained local tcrn1s - "sripech , " "pek ane 
Ys. yak ane," " crossed kukris" and " Ran as" help insure that non e but the 
specialist will readily follow him. Further hi s handling of" Congreve divisions" 
will help drive r eaders away in droves. H e might note how R. D. Harris 
handles this problem in the same Congress book. Editing problems don't help , 
as the second all(l last sentences of thr paragraph 011 pages 155-6 illustrate. 
'fhat last sentence is a doozy. Singer gi \ "CS no reason for rejecting the H avc1·­
hcck printing and acceptin g the Congrc \·c in the native printings of 19-±1-8. 
Nor does he discuss which match and which don ·t. H e compou nds this by add­
ing Printings XU and XII ? his own, without dating them. Distinguishin g 
characteristics are also made unclear. For example on Printing XI ~ inscription 
seems to be the characterist ic bu t it is 86mm on the brn-pice, 95 .5mm on the 
four and 88.5mm on the eight-picc (right side only on the latter ) . H e has 
probably made a contribution for the specialist ; others '"ill haw difficulty. 
Illustrations am not offered; they arc badly missed. 

Workin g in a heavil y r esearched fi eld , Robert P . Oclenwcller has made a 
definite contri bu ti on in his F'irst Colonial Printed S hilling Stamp of N ew 
Z ealand. H e set out to prove the emp1·ess had no clothes and lcayes us with 
the suspicion that that ermin e robe may have been nothing more than a feather 
boa. He poses the question of whether the blue paper 1/ - Colonial print was 
clon e in 1855-6 as traditionally reported or later. vVhil e one m isses data on 
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m1y coyer copi es other than the bisects, (sul'el>- there lllust ha Ye been some in 
coll ect ions 01· majo1· auctions that \YOuld >· ield dates for sta tistica I ana l.nis ) 
he does use his material effecti,·el» to raise a question. Ile docs not gi,·e us the 
da te of the earl iest knom1 use of the Colon ial blue pape r 1/- non-bisect that h r 
has i·ecorllcd nor the kn o\\'n dates of the L ondon p1·int othel' than Ma1·ch 1857. 
H e must have recor ded some in auction catalogs and prirntc coll ect ions, fol' he 
hints at a small sampl e. Hmr sma ll ? 'Would sampling thro1._,- he a research 
tool herd Ile furthe1· states that all London prin ts hr k110\\'s of " ·ere used 
prior to June 18-+8 \rith the coloni nl prints after. H ow man_,- offices haYe one 
of each kno\\'n ? It is quite probablr that the \\Titer had in ha ml, 01· with two 
da»s in a major philatelic librai·."°s auction files coul ll obta in , enou gh material 
to pron his point using modern statistical theor>·· H e cl idn 't. 

Val'ro E. T»lr1· in his G1-ecd Transvaal Stamp Mystery illustrates the typical 
stamp coll ector 's fixation \rith the p1·intec1 "·orc1 of an>· "established" authorit>' · 
" -hen he i·egisters shock at n Crmdonl medal volume not coverin g well-known 
facts. H e uses published sonl'ces to establish -Mirza Ha cli as the man i·csponsibl e 
for the estimated JOO million TrnnsYnal 1896 issue copies, most of ' rhi ch receivecl 
forged overp rint. H e, in effect, ;ilso lenls a charge at a major secm·it>· printer, 
Enschede & Son , of l» in g about their 11m·t in the transactions. He does not 
gi,-e the offic ial 's name who \Yl'Otc the letter in 1917 stating there " ·as an unde­
liYered qu antit.v of miscelhrn eous postngc stn mps prep;nccl as a result of an 
1898 order and addin g, 

" In order that we might be i·clieYed of this supply \re disposed of sam e 
to a fore ign dealer . . . (destruction of blocks and dies ) \ras done in 
ou1· wOl'kshops and in our p 1·esc11 ce . . . · · 

W as it one dishonest official or is it possibl e that all Enschede printings arc 
110\1· suspect ? The British gm·e1·nment as the legitimate successor O\rner or 
these plates and the Dutch gO\·ernm ent shouhl be concemcd 'rith the mechana­
tions " -hich arc apparcntl>- still go in g on. ~o one seems to h;ne been. 

Phi !lip Rochlin 's entn·, Fremo1it for th e Philatelist is mislabeled. This 
catalog of patriotic em·elopcs and lette1· sheets sho" ·s no in terrelationship with 
philately. It is a cata log of som e 56 types of patriotic printings. It docs not 
discuss which are used phil atelically nnd bold!>· proclaims the criteria of 
"authentic Americana ' · demanding an e,·en higher priority. Both masters 
could have been sened here ; they " ·ercn ' t. Thnt fact a lone makes the deYotion 
of -1:6 pages to this subject inexcrnmbl r in 11 publi cat ion aim ecl at ph il atel ic 
rescai·ch. ( Calvet M . H ahn ) 

1~ 111 11111 111 111 ~1 1~ 11 1111111 11111 ~1 1~ 111JIJI1111111 ~1 

Good B ibliog raphic Pmctice by J ames Negus, 60 pagrs, cardboard cover. 
Ame1·ican Philatelic Resea1·ch ]_Jiln·an·, P.O. Box 338, Strite Coll ege, PA 16801 , 
$1.50. 

Divided into four sections " -ith a co 11 1 pl'r hcns iYe tlro page inclex, the 
pamphlet is aim e<l at upgrncling philatelic seholnl'sh ip. Section -+, .. Sources of 
Phil ateli c Informati on, " is of genera l interest to the researcher. Tn cluclecl in 
this section is a li st in g and eYa luation of libnir» cata logues, book rr,· iew sources, 
cumulati,·e indr'xcs, current literature indexes, enc.Yc lopecl ia handbooks and 
information on clipping fi les ancl other som·ccs of infol'rnation. 

Section l , 2 ancl 3 are of inte1·est to those philatelists \rho a1·e high!>' 
specia lized and recol'<l their knO\rleclge in print. Section 2, "Compiling Litera­
ture Lists and Bibliographies .. is a concise presentation of ho\\' to prepare 
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bihliographirs by considering the reader 's needs. For the more dedicated, who 
,·cnt n 1·r into l'llitorship, srction l ;:ind 3, "C: u iclelines for thr Amateur Editor" 
and " Contrnts Lists and Indrxcs,., can br a usrfu l tool for sclf-en1 luation. 
Robrl't l\L Spauld in g, editor, analyzed Japr111rse Ph ilately using the criteria 
outli1wd in thcsr sections, (Japanrse Philatel,,·, April 1971 p . 85 ) . 

James Nrgus indexer of the J oiirnal of Chinese Philately and compiler of 
'/'he Stm11p Lol'Pr's "Index to Cul'rrnt Philatelic J_,itel'ature " is certain]~· to be 
eomplirnented on the publication of this pamphlet , \\'hich , if its illras arc put 
into use, \\·il I do much to imp1·0,·e the quality and usefulness of phi latelic 
journals and hooks. Our 0 \\' 11 " Cummulati,·e Index to Volumes 1 to 50 1922-
1971" mres much to the hints on indexing ,,·hich became a\·ailable as the pamph­
let ,,·as serialized in the Philatelic Literntm·e R eview. Another unique feature 
of this \\'ork is its postscript \\'hich contains Cl'itieism and suggestions made by 
the readers as it \\·as running serially. 

A fc,,. minor adjustments will enable this to bceome a standal'd guide. The 
first supplement to "Handbok 5,·c1· monografier m.m. i Postmuseums Filatelis­
tiska bibliotcx, Stockholm· · listed in tlw · ' Libra1.,,· Acquisitions'· September 
1970 Coll ectors Club Philatelist Page 309, should br added to the reference on 
page +2. l\Ir. Negus ' request on page 25 for a "suitable key\\·ords " list of 
topicals has hcrn ans,rcrcd b~- John H. Riehter in the NoYembcr 1971 issue of 
Topical Tim e, page 52-7, " ·ith his article " The Subject Headings of The In dexes 
to ATA Publications. " Thr 50 Year index of the Coll ectors Club Philatelist 
should be added to pages 42 ad 46, important cumulative indexes recent]~' 
pu blishecl. 

I found th is booklet to be extreme!~· helpful and ol'de1·ed three copies for 
mcrn bers of the Col lcctol's Club \\'ho arc preparing bibliogrnphies. (J ohn Dowd) 

1 ~ 11111111111111 ~1 1 ~ 11111111111111 ~1 18811111111111 111 ~1 

"Stctmp l 'car Book 1972," Arthur Blair, Editor, Cro~·clon, England, Link House 
Publications Limited , 1972, $1.30. 

T\\·cnty-six subjects in this third year book co,·cr a 1·eas of postal history 
such as ' 'The Postal Histon· of the F1·cnch Rcrnlution · · h~· J. D. Hayhurst, an cl 
· ' Sai lin g Packet Da.'· '' ; a brief history of the postal scn·icc to the British Vl est 
Indirs up to 18+ 1, by L . l<J. Britnor. Topical asprcts of philately arc covered 
\rith articles on Ol~·rnpic cornmcmorati\·r issues, ·windmills on Stamps, and 
l\'Icasuring Instruments on Stamps. Philatelist arc a lso considered with articles 
on the 186rJ Colombia Cuhicrtas and Imperial Russia 1909-17 Arms issue. 

T found the a1-ticle ]J,· L. l\I. & N. "Williams ' · J ~a l'iti rs of Ea1'1v Philatelie 
Literature " interesting hecau.-e of the synopsis of information on ea~-l~r journals 
and deal ers. Aclllitionan,· the illustrations for the articlr " Nationalist China 
20c \Var Tim e ProYision~ls,' ' b.'· \V. A. Page , ma<lc this reference ,,·ork parti­
cul;u·l~- Yaluahle because of th e photographic enlarging of the ornrprints, which 
a i·c well described. 

The most important ,,·ork hO\\'CYer is the ·'Sta mp Magazinr Reference 
Articl es" ,,·hich is an index to th e better monographs that appca rr< I in Stamp 
Jfagazi11 e dming 1971. 

Ind eed there is something for cYer~·onc in this :·carbook, in cluding the 
lightrr side of philatcl:-. One astronaut speaking to the oth er , \\'hilc canceling 
;1 co,·c1· on the moon: ' ·Just think ,,·hat ,,.e \\'ill get for this postmark. " 

(John Dowd) 
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SELLING FREE 

of COMMISSION 

is Lhe effect on the Ameri can Vendor who 
sells throu gh 

ROBSON LOWE 

INTERNATIONAL 

The 

Q) 

"' 
-" 
c.. 

H e finds a truly world-wid e market (we 
have agencies and associated companies in 
sixt.een countries) wh ere price , with the 
exception of cer tain U. S., tend to be sub­
ti tanti all y hi gh er than in th e America n 
market. There is a lower rate of commis­
sion. T11e re is 80% exchange advantage. 
Most important of all, 

WE SELL STAMPS WHERE 

THEY SELL BEST 

In th e Spring we shall h ave valuers on the 
East Coa st and those wishin g to m ake 
arrangecmn lo to sell should 

Write 

ROBSON LOWE 

50 PALL MALL 

LONDON, S.W.1 YSJZ 
ENGLAND 
186 
FALKLAND ISLANDS 

1. 1876-1891. UNIQUE postal history 
items comprising 3 letters per the 
usage of the red and black franks 
- including examples struck on the 
enclosures. Most unusual and In­
teresting contents pertaining to the 
postal rates and to the flora and 
fauna of the islands. Items of the 
greatest importance! ---·-·-- $3,250.00 

2. 1885. ld. claret. watermark side­
ways. Fine mint, centered block of 
six of this stamp. Scarce multiple. 
S. G. 35 ------·········--------------····---- $72.00 

3. 1911 envelope to England bearing 
the then current ld. and 2'hd. Ed­
ward VII values cancelled with 
scarce c.d.s. of "South Georgia". 
Most attractive ----------··· ·-·-- $1 42.00 

4. 1904. 5s. red. Fine unused o.g. block 
of fou r. Unusually scarce in a 
block. S.G. 58 --······-------- · .. ·---- $288.00 

5. 1913. £1 black/red. Superb mint, 
bottom corner block of four. An 
attractive piece. S.G. 85 ___ $365.00 

6. 1928. 2'hd/2d. provisional. Fine ex­
ample on cover to Birmingham, car­
ried per the "Skaraas" just 3 days 
prior to delivery of new 2'hd. 
stamps. S.G. 115 ----·---------- $625.00 

7. 1933 Centenary set in most attrac­
tive unused, original gum condition 
to the £1 black and carmine. Cat. 
£275 ·····--- S.G. 127-138 ________ $455.00 

8. 1933. 5s. black and yellow. Superb 
mint, never hinged, sheet corner 
pair. S. G. 136 ····----· ···-·------- $285.00 

9. 1968. Human Rights issue. Superb 
mint vertical pair of the 2d. value 
with the error "Yellow Omitted". 
S.G. 228a ···--·----·-····-----····-------- $300.00 

A more complete listing of fine qual­
ity "Falkland Islands" may be h ad on 
request - together with our brochure 
"Fine Stamps No. 5" - containing 
lOO's of offers of fine stamps of the 
world. 

W. E. LEA 
(Philatelists) Ltd. 

I The Adelphi 

John Adam Street 

Strand, London W. C. 2 
England 

Cables: Leastamps 
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1972 - Our 54th Year 

STAMPS WANTED 

Each Year Our Public Auctions 
and Gold Medal Mail Sales 

Sell Over 75,000 Lots ! 
We Urgently Need Additional Material! 

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it without delays or 
bargaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured mail or express, attention: 
Appraisal Dept. All shipments are held aside intact awaiting your instructions 
after we send our offer or advice. Informal appraisals are free, and our buyer 
can visit you to inspect larger properties. 

J. & H. STOLOW, INC. 
915 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 10016 Tel.: (212) 533 - 0790 

"Rated first in stamps by all standard authorities" 

Stolo w's has purchased outright, at the top market price, with immediate 
cash payment, more than $50,000,000 worth of fine stamps. Our needs are 
unlimited. 

Fair treatment is always assured 
CHINA and HONG KONG 
Combination covers, 

Treaty Port cancellations, 
Die Proofs & Specimen stamps, 
Boxer rebellion covers and other 

items for the specialist 

Similar material available of all Countries 
- Write today to the Postal History people -

Directors: C. ANGUS PARKER and W. R. HART 

265 STRAND, LONDON, WC 2R IAJ, ENGLAND 
CLOSE TO ST. CLEMENT DANES CHURCH - NEAREST UNDERGROUND: TEMPLE 
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SWEDEN, NORWAY, DENMARK, 
FINLAND, FRANCE, SWITZERLAND, 

CANADA & 
CLASSIC SOUTH AMERICA 

At th e moment we hold extensive stocks of these countries - mostly 
ear ly issues , e xcept Switzerland where we deal in all period s, and we 
;vo uld welco me your enquiries. 

For the conve nience of our numerous customers in th e U.S. A . th ese 
can be addressed to our re presentative in your country:-

Mr. J ohn F. D. Baresh , 
P. 0. Box 383 
Burli ng ton, Mass. 01803 , 
U. S. A. 

n ho would also be ple ased to send yo u o ur latest p ri ce list o f Switze rland . 

LEO BAR ESCH 
Mansfield House, 376-9 Strand, London WC2R OLA, England 

(All invoiced in Dollars, payable to our account in New York .) 

1111 
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1111 
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1111 
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1111 
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II~ .. ... 
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1111 
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1111 
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f LONDON BUYERS ! ! i 
+ t 
T ! 
T The London Philatelic market is still the strongest in the world and ! 

T

T WE CAN PAY THAT LITTLE EXTRA FOR GOOD CLASS STAMPS, f 
T COVERS AND COLLECTIONS. ! 
T T 
T OUR OLD ESTABLISHED BUYING DEPARTMENT is world re- i 

I
T nowned and experienced buyers are constantly travelling the globe to •!.·,, 

vi ew worthwhile properties. In fact our Managing Director Mr . Eric 
E tkin is fr equently in th e Un ited States and if you have a good collection 

T o r individual rarities for disposal you a re invited to write to us in order T 
! to make an appointment to be visited in your home. ~ 

j Material of lower value may be sent by registered post for our imme- : •.• '. 
T dia te attention and opinion. 

f OU R REQUIREMENTS ARE WORLD WIDE and if you have a I 
f 

co ll ec t ion or single items of merit of which you w ish to dispose it will ':': 
pay you to contact: 

i + T T 
T A.S.D.A. ERIC ETKIN LIMITED P.T.S. ! 
f A .P .S . 45 NEW BOND STREET f 
! LONDON WlY 9HB, ENGLAND. i 
+ t f Telephones: 01-499-1781 - 01-499-1782 Cables: Erikin, London, W . I. f 
T ! 
! ; .................................... _ ........................ ·-·---.. ··-·-·-·-·-·---· .. ····---····-·-····-·-···•···-···•··•··•···-····-···•··•··•·····•··•··• 
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As Duveen was to 

distinguished art collectors 

and Dr. Rosenbach was to 

famous bibliophiles so 

Ezra Cole 

rs to the discriminating 

philatelist 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NYACK, N. Y. 10960 

T e le phone: 914-EL 8-0964 
LARGE 
GENERAL 

and 
SPECIALIZED 

AUCTIONS 

Including 
Postal History 
Held Monthly 

Moderate Commissions 

Sample Subscription 

Yearly Subscription 

all subscriptions include 
Prices Realized 

$:1.00 

$5.00 

Earl P. L. Apf elbaum, Inc. 
1420 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 19102 

215 - 985-1550 
Collectors Club Philatelist 9 e e 
TH ESE BACK ISSUES are available at the following prices : 

From 1926 to 1940 

From 1926 to 1940 
• Vol. 4 (1 925) 
* V ol. 5 ( 1926) 
* Vo l. 7 (1928) 
* Vol. 8 (1929) 
* Vol. 9 (1 930) 
* Vol . 10 (193 1) 
* Vol. 11 (1932) 
* Vol. 13 (1 934) 
* Vol . 14 (1 935) 
* Vol . 1'5 (1 936) 
* V ol. 16 (1 937) 
* Vol. 17 (1 938) 
* Vol . 18 (1939) 
* V ol. 19 (1940) 

*Only a few copies 

---

$3.00 per copy 

$3.00 per copy 
Apr. 
Oct. 
July 
July, Oct. 
Oct. 
July, Oc t. 
Oct . 
Jan ., Apr. 
Jan ., Ap•r. 
All issues 
All issues 
All issues 
All issues 
Apr., Oct. 

From 1941 $2.00 per copy 

From 1941 $2.00 per copy 
* Vol. 20 ( 1941 ) J an., Apr., Oct. 

V o l. 2 1 ( 1942) All issues 
Vol. 22 (1 943) Jan ., Apr ., Oct. 
Vol. 23 (1944) All issues 
Vol. 24 (1945) All issues 
Vol. 25 (1946) All issues 
Vol. 26 (11947) All issues 
Vol. 27 (1948) All issues 
Vol . 28 ( 1949) Jan ., Apr., July 
Star ting in 1950, no longer a quar­
terly m agaz in e but 6 issu es a year. 
Vol. 29 to 31 (1 950-52) All 6 i ssues 
Vol. 32 ( 1953) All issues 
Vols. 33 to 50 (1 954 to 1971) All 

Issue s. 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y. 10011> 
189 



'J.'HE COLLECT ORS CLUB PHILATELIST, YOL. 51, NO. 3 
COMMONWEAL TH 
including a fine collection 

of Great Britain 

FOREIGN 
u. s. A. 

the property of various owners 
& estates 

Catalogue $I 

Subscription to Catalogues and 
Prices Realized for all 1972 Sales 

$5.00 
SPECIALIZING IN 

CHOICE 

UNITED STATES 

Stamps and Covers 

CANADA 

PENCE ISSUES 

Bruce G. Daniels 
ONE BOSTON PLACE - Room 1220 

BOSTON, MASS. 02108 
GET OFF YOUR DIME TODAY 
Nowadays , th e pu rchasing power of 

your ten cent piece about equ a ls that 
coin' s th ickness, but if you really 
want to get your ten cents worth, 
and then some, send u s your dime 
today. vVe will rush you a sample 
copy of the HJMR NE'WSLIST, a 24 
page n e ws pape r packed with inter­
es ting offers of stamps covers, postal 
history i terns, topicals, collections, 
packets, s upplies, philateli c lite rature 
and articles from ph ilately's early 
days . A lso, now in s tock these Rob­
son Lowe books:- St. Vincent $24.00, 
Burma $15.00, Cyprus $22.50 and 
HJMR'S own Priced Guide to Phila­
telic Literature $5.00 paperbound, $7.50 
hard co,·e r (cost of Guide refundable 
against orders). Send for free price 
lists Robson Lowe, Billig's Hand­
books. 

HJMR 
P. 0 . Box 308 

N orth M iami, F la. 33161 
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AIRMAIL 
NEW ISSUES 

For years we have specialized in 
supplyin g airm ail new issues. Our ser· 
vice is tailored to suit the needs of 
ead1 individual customer. Whether the 
airmail stamps of the wh ole world or 
of only a few countries are required 
we can suppl y them. Each monthly 
new issu e distribution is accompanied 
Ly a co py of our "To pical Notes" 
(samples sent free on request ). See 
for yourself how much yo u will save. 

o postage values. 

APPROVALS F OR 
T HE SPECIALIST 

We carr y 11 co mpreh ensive stock of 
Air P osts of the World and welco me 
want lists for se ts and individual 
items. Many errors and var ieti es are 
alwa ys available. 

cs: OAVJb'tiG. 
RIDGEFIELD, CONN. 06877 

u ora:a:a:u:u:u:utu:ttu:ttu:ttu:ttttCJ(flXR:.! 
COVERS 

POST AL ST A TIO NERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

• 
r/ew G~1glanJ .Slamp Co. 

45-X Bromfield Street 

Boston 8, Massachusetts 
511th AUCTION SALE 

MAY 19-20, 1972 

Quality U.S. singles and blocks -
Commemoratives and Regu lar Issues 
- Airmails. 

Suitable quality material solicited for 
future sa les for outright purchase or 
auct ion . 

Interest-free advances arranged. 

Daniel F. Kelleher Co., Inc. 
Est. 1885 

40 Court Street 

Boston, Mass. 02108 
BELGICA - 1972 

When in Bruxelles, please visit our 
BOOTH # 37. We will have one of 
the finest selections of ERRORS and 
unusu al varie ties from almost every 
TOPIC - RARITIES, PROOFS, etc., 
etc. 

We are particularly strong in AIR­
MAILS, RUSSIA, ZEMSTVO, 
SPAIN (Civil War), FRANCE & 
COMMUN . (XX), etc., etc.; an accu­
mu lation of over 40 years! 

URGENTLY WANTED! Collee­
tions, R arities, Covers, Lots, etc., 
etc. Please offer for cash payment! 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
P. 0 . BOX 448, 

MON ROE, N . Y. 10950 
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If you are searching for a truly choice 

classic cover, your prime source is: 

MIDWAY 

STAMPS 

LTD. 

BOX 337 
MOHEGAN LAKE, 

N. Y. 10547 

a 
POSTAL 
COVERS 

MAIL Bl D SALES 

"Covers of the World " 
Small lots -

Moderate Prices -
Catalogue upon request 
192 
Do Not Sell Your Collection 
a1 long as you enjoy collecting and 
a1 long a1 you have fun with your 
1tamps. But when you get tired 0£ a 
collection because it has reached its 
goal, when you want to start in another 
philatelic field, do not hesitate to dis· 
~ose of the "finished" collection. In 
this way you will obtain additional 
funds for purchases in your new field. 
When you decide to sell, talk with a 
dealer whom you have trusted with 
your purchases. He is the right man to 
sell for you the items he has once sold 
to you. We are always happy when we 
can give advice and help or this kind. 
Contact us when the time is ripe and 
we will do our best to arrange a satis­
factory sale of your material, either 
by private sale or by auction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO., INC. 
I 0 East 40th Street 

New York, N. Y. 10016 
Tel.: MUrrey Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address: Mercstemp Newyork 
Poland Errors on Cover 

#357 Pair, proof white paper, 
impe rf. ------- · ··---- ····---·-------- $ 5. 00 
Same, imperf. bl. of 4 on 

#358 Pair, impe rf. h enna brown 
white pap. ---- ···· ---· ··· ···----·--- 5.00 
Same, imp . m a rg. copy 
dark brown white pap. 3.00 
Same, strip of 3 7.50 

#359 Pair, impe rf. on yellowish 
paper --------·-·- -·-····---·-------··· ··---- 6. 00 
Same, imp. block of 4 on 
r eg. cover 10. 00 
Same, imp. bl. o f 4 d eep 
ultramarine, r eg. c. ________ 15.00 

;:t360 Pair, imp. on r eg. cover __ 5.00 
Same, block of 4 on 
regist. cov. ····-·--------·--------- 9.00 
Same, imp. pair on white 
pap. r eg ist. _ ·------------------ ·· 6. 00 
Same, imp. block of 4, 
r egist. ·····----------- ·· ··--------------- 10.00 

#B~O Tmp. m a rg. strip of 3 
on reg. cov . ·---·---- 15. 00 

Other e rro rs of Poland in mint con­
dition in stock. Fin e assortment of 
Pol ish Prisoner of War stamps avail­
ab le . !\Coney immed iately refunded if 
sold out. 

Penny Black Stamp Co. .A~\ 
P.O. Box 37, Dumont, N. J. 07628 
S. L. BA YER, Prop. Est. 1912 

Member Collectors Club - ASDA 



TRIPLE PROGRAM FOR SPECIALISTS 

AT STANLEY GIBBONS AUCTIONS 

JUNE 13 through 16, 1972 

JAMAICA 

One of the finest collections of postmarks ever formed, 

including Great Britain used in Jamaica, Jamaica itself with the 

unique 'D'. adhesives with proofs, and varieties. 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA - including Proofs. 

THE HOLY LAND 

Forerunners, Austrian, French, German, Italian, Russian and 

Turkish PO's, Military Posts of both World Wars, British E.E.F. 

issues, Palestine Mandate, Interim Government and State of Israel 

are all represented. 

De-luxe Catalogue in preparation (and will be available through 

Stangib Ltd., 595 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. IOO 17) $1.50 Airmail. 

Stanley Gibbons Auctions Ltd. 
Drury House Russell Street 
London W.C.2 England 



~ 
Nl!WYORK 

The 

Private Treaty Department 

of 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
is pleased to announce that a 

"Gold Medal" Collection of 

BRITISH HONDURAS 
has recently been placed at a pleasing six-figure amount. 

The Private Treaty Department, with its world-wide connec­
tions, is admirably suited for the disposal of important 
General and Specialized Collections and outstanding rarities. 

- Attractive commission rates -

Write or call for information 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
Private Treaty Department 

6 West 48th Street, New York, N. Y. 10036 

212 - 757-4460 

RARE U. S. FOR SALE 

BY PRIVATE TREATY 
Harmers have recently initiated a United States Private Treaty Rarity Book 

with selected quality offerings, the properties of various owners. Some of the 
greatest United States classics and rarities are presented with prices ranging from 
$100 through $18,000. Inquiries are invited. 

We also invite potential vendors of similar quality material to contact us. 
Attractive commission rates. 


