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POLONUS LOSF.S DR. LEON P. KOZAKIEWICZ 
Polonus is deeply saddened by 

the loss of its prominent and pop­
ular member, one of its early 
Presidents and long time member 
of its Board of Directors, Doctor 
Leon Kozakiewicz, or more affec­
tionately known as "Kozi-/'. Our 
doctor has been in failing health 
for some time, bein~ contined to 
a hospital in his last days and go­
ing to his eternal reward on Sep­
tember 29, 1976. He was one o; 
our founding members in 1939 and 
a promoter of the philately of Po 
land long before Poland existed. 

Doctor Kozakiewicz was always 
generous in helping the Society 
with its "beebas" and picnics. It 
was he who donated the meats 
for its Polpex festivities and it 
was at his "Aquilla Resort" in 
Powers Lake, Wisconsin, where 
Polonus members and their guests 
enjoyed the swimming, the games 
and the barbeques at our annual 
picnics. 

He donated the Kozakiewicz Re­
search Award trophy which is giv­
en at each Polpex to the Polish 
exhibit showing most research. 
An exhibitor had to win this award 
three times after which Doctor 
Kozie would replace it with a new 
trophy. 

The doctor had an outstanding 
collection of Poland and its relat 

Dr. Kozakiewicz (center), os we remem­
bered him ot Polonus. On this photo 
he poses with Myron Steczynski (left) 
and John Gopinski ot POLPEX 69 held 
at Radio Halls in Chicago. All served 
os judges of thot show, 

ed groups in many forms, such as 
Ukrainia, Lithuania, Warsaw Lo­
cals, and an admirable s!lowing 
of pre philatelic covers depictin1 
Poland's postal history over hun­
dreds of years. He was a special­
ist, however, in the No. 1 stamps 
of Poland, assembling an impress­
ive grouping of the numerical can­
cellations on stamps themselves 
and on covers of the 1860 - 1855 
period. 

His prized and outstanding item 
was the largest mint block of Po 
land No. 1 in existence, a corner 
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block of 6 (3 wide by 2 high) with 
margin on the left and bottom to 
denote its position in the printing 
form. The margins added signifi­
cance to the value of this gem. 
There were many other items, es­
pecially in Poland's early postal 
history that sparked the collection 
with interest and value. 

Doctor Kozakiewicz was always 
available as a speaker on the phi 
lately of Poland and kept mem­
bers informed on all phases of 
collecting. His magnetic person­
ality will be sorely missed by the 
members. 

To his wife Adele and tJ their 
four sons and families Polonus ex­
tends its deepest sympathy. 

COMPEX WINNERS 
Three Polonus members scored 

well in the Roosevelt Philatelic 
Society section at COMPEX 76 
held in Chicago late August. J. 
Kaposta received the Grand A­
ward for his Hungarian Airmails; 
John Bartczak scored a First A­
ward for his Galicia Stampless 
Covers; William Jusack got the 
Novice Award for Postal History 
of Malopolska. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Willlam R. Jusack 

Box 254 
Manhattan, IL 60442 

NEW MEMBER 
Rev. Ladislas Siekaniec, O.F.M., 

Ph.D. 
Little Flower Rectory 

616 S. 16th Street 
Monroe, LA 71201 

BULLETIN AD RATES 
Full page ad ...... 25.00 
Half page ad ...... 15.00 
Quarter page ad ... 10.00 

Send copy for ad with your 
check to the editor. 

POLPEX 77 
Polpex Chairman, Ed Link, asks 

members to get their philatelic 
material ready to exhibit at POL­
PEX 77 scheduled for March 19 
20 at the Polish V ctcrans Building, 
6005 W. Irving Park Rd. in Chica­
go. Members who have not as yet 
exhibited are especially request· 
ed. Ed himself admits that the 
first time is the hardest but the 
reward is worth it. He showed a 
collection of "Polish Heroes In 
The U.S. Bicentennial'' for the 
first time at our show last yea­
and won the Novice Award. Since 
then the same exhibit brought 
awards in the Illinois State Fair 
stamp show, The Boston Show, 
MAPEX and at V ALPEX 76. 

This year's Polpex will be on 
our own grounds and responses 
have been received in the bourse 
with several dealers already book­
ing tables. 

The chairmen of the various 
committees are as follows: Ent 
ries-Roman Strzelecki; Sales­
John Bor; Publicity-James Ma­
zepa; Frames- Jo!in Bartczak; 
Program Book Ads John Bor; 
P a t r o n s- Chester Mikucki; A­
wards-AU red Szebel; Bourse -
Roman Strzelecki. 

Entry forms are in preparation 
for printing and will be sent to 
Polonus members first. If the re 
turns are not enough to fill the 
show, outsiders will be invited to 
exhibit. The show will be limited 
to 140 frames. First come. first 
served. 

HAVE YOU MOVED? 
If you have moved, please notify 

us of your change of address. Mail 
notice to Chester J. Mikucki, 4704 
N. Overhill Av., Norridge, IL 60656. 
This will insure your receiving the 
Bulletin promptly and avoid Polo­
nus the expense of postage dues. 

--------
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Counterfeits of the Gordon-Bennett Overprints 
By OR. JERZY J. BIAt Y 

Poland 306-7 overprinted stamps I is the period of the upper line and 
were issued on August 15, 1936, to "l" of the lower line that are lined 
commemorate the Gordon-Bennett up. This forgery is described in 
International Balloon Race. Soon early philatelic literature and most 
after that date stamps with forged collectors and dealers of Polish 
overprints appeared on the phila- stamps are well acquainted with 
telic market. Until recently, only it. The most recent comprehen­
one type of a forged overprint sive study of counterfeits of Polish 
was widely known. This overprint, stamps mentions only this Type I 
designated here as type I, shown forgery. 
in Figure 1, was easy to detect The second type of counterfeit 
because of the major difference in which is more difficult to detect 
alignment of the numerals in the was discovered fairly recently in 
date. I a circuitous way. The discovery 

Figure 1 

While in the genuine stamp the 
"O" of the upper line of the date 
lines up with number "1" of the 
lower line, in the type I forgery it 

Figure 2 
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was made during routine sorting 
and segregating of the stamps 
when it was noticed they varied 
in size. Further research into the 
printing history of these stamps 
revealed that, indeed, the basic 
stamp {Poland 302) of 55 groszy 
denomination was printed by two 
methods. Initial printing of July 
6, 1935, and May 27, 1936, was on 
a flat press, while the additional 
quantities of this denomination 
were printed again on February 
18, 1937, using a new rotary press. 
Therefore, while the flat press 
stamps are 21.5 mm. wide and 
28.3 mm. long, the rotary press 
stamps are 22 mm. wide and 28.5 
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Figure 3 

mm. long. This difference in size 
becomes quite easy to d e t e c t 
when the two stamps are partial­
ly superimposed on each ot :er, as 
demonstrated in Figure 2. 

Now, since the second, large, 
stamps were not printed until Fe:>­
ruary 1937, seven mon~hs after t:ie: 
issue of the overprinted stamp;, 
it became apparent that a new 
forgery of them was discovered. 
This assumption was reinforced 
when only canceled stamp.:; we,<. 
found with this type of overprint, 
just as it is true with the type I 
forgery. This newly-discovered 
!orgery, designated here a·; type 
II. is shown in Figure 3. The gen­
uine overprint is shown in Figure 
4. The type II forgery differs 
from the genuine overprint in sev­
eral ways, none of them as easily 
discernible as in the case of the 
type I forgery. White the Type I 
forgery can be spotted by naked 
eye, type II can be only detected I 
with the aid of a fairly powc;-ful 
magnifying glass (5 to 8 x). Yet 
both types of the forgery use 
similar print type. 

The following table summarizes 
main differences between the gen 
uine overprint and type II forgery. 

Genuine 
l). Dark, vivid color 
2). Lustrous appearance 
3). Type edges well defined. 
4). Right edge of numeral "6" in 
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Figure 4 

1936 protrudes beyond imagin­
ary vertical line through the 
middle Roman num. in VIII. 

5). Numeral "6" has r o u n d e d 
right side. 

6). Overp;int flat, not discernible 
on the reverse side o • stamp. 

7). Rectangular (vertical) t y p e 
us:d for p~riods. 

Type 11 Forg?ry 
1 ). Pale, dull color 
2). Lackluster appea:-ance. 
3). Type edges ill-defined. 
4). Ri~ht edge of numeral "6" i!"I 

1936 ends in front of imaginary 
vertical line through the mid­
dle Roman numeral VIII. 

5). Numeral "6" has flat right 
side. 

6). Overprint indentations dis• 
cernible fa intly on the reverse 
side of stamp. 

7). Square type used for periods. 

NEW ISSUES 
Montreal 1976 Olympic Games 

A set of six and souvenir sheE:t 
were issued in June, 1976 : 
50 gr. Fencing; 8,000,000 issued 

1.00 zt.-Cycling; 8,000,000 issued 
1.50 zt.- Soccer; 8.000.000 issuPci 
4.20 zl.-Boxing; 5,000,000 issued 
6.90 zt.-Weightlifting; 2,000,000 is. 
8.40 zt.- Track; 1,000,000 issued 
10.00 5.00 zi. sheet Volleyball; 
900,000 issued. All are rotogravure 
printed in multicolor in shPPts of 
50 on chalky paper by PWPW in 
Warsaw. Designed by T. Michaluk. 

Polonus B\Jllet1n, October 1976 



Words of Advice From Off the Beaten Guide Path 
By HELMUTH CONRAD 

Here a r e a f e w time-tested circuits" are another source, and 
words of advice, some of which a fringe benefit o· joining. 
you won't necessarily discover in Fin a 11 y, familiarize yourseli 
standard guides to stamp collect with stamp auction houses and 
ing: bidding by mail. It's one of the 

• When you finally find an item, most pleasurable ways of making 
and you want it so badly you can purchases - with the bonus of 
almost taste it, buy it immedia- susp~nse. And don't ignore small 
tzly even if you can't quite af- auctions, where you can bid in 
fcrd it. person. 

This operating p r i n c i P l e is • Build yourseE a decent refer-
based on two facts. First, that ence library of general books and 
most scarce, expensive material catalogs, as well as t'iose pertain 
(ii you discount phony wallpaper) ing to your spe::-ialized field. This 
appreciates in value far more message can't be ove,emp:1asized. 
quickly than nickel - and dime • DJn't get locked arbitrarily 
items. If you wait too long, you into collecting only United ~tates 
may see the price skyrocke( total- material. It's natural to favor foe 
ly out of reach. stamps and covers of one':; own 

The second fact is that you may country, and the p'1ilatelists of 
never locate that item again. As most nations do. But there's noth­
a young man, I spent two years ing unpatriotic about ignJrin; U. 
hunting down a maddeningly elus- S. stamps in favor of something 
ive cover. Finally, I spotted one else you find more appealin:f 
in a Texas dealer's mail ad. I did The best way to enter p'iilatel>-' 
not buy it because it was priced is via a world collection. Learn­
just a touch beyond my budget. ing about foreign stamps a)<:o can 
Today - 20 years later - I could broaden your knowledge of U.S. 
afford to pay 10 times the price, material. 
but I haven't seen such a cover 
since! 

• Develop broadly based sourc­
es oi supply, but don't waste time 
s"iopping around for "bargains." 
There is no such thing as a "bar­
gain" in philately. 

I encourage all new collectors 
to get to know the dealers and the 
department store stamp sections 
in the areas where they live. In 
some respects, you can't beat 
face-to-face buying and selling. 

It is foolish, however, to ignore 
mail order dealers whose stocks 
of specialized material may be far 

• Try for originality in your col 
Ie::tions. It doesn't cost any more 
t:,an t'1e plodding approac:i o! 
:;imply buying current issues and 
mounting them in a preprinted 
a I b u m. Some creativity could 
bring you a medal at a stamp 
exhibition some day. 

• If you have begun stamp col­
lecting with only the idea of even­
tually making a fat profit. forget 
it. People with that attitudp usu:i 1-
ly lose their shirts unless they're 
rich to begin with and rely on the 
advice of hired consultant;;. 

better than you can find at home. Reprinted from The Chicogo Tribune. 

National stamp societies which 
send material on so-called "sales GET READY F OR POLPEX 77 ! 
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POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY MEETING OF SEPT. 10, 1976 
at Polish Veterans Home 

The meeting was coiled to order by the President Mr. Szebel 
at 8:20 p.m. with 14 members and 3 guests in attendance. The 
minutes were read and approved, Mr. Ryborski making the motion 
to accept and Mr. Styczynski seconding. rhe treasurer reported that 
oil the receipts and disbursements of POLPEX 76 hove been record­
ed and they ore as follows: Receipts: $13,028.02; Disbursements: 
$9,515.63. The Society gained $3,514.39 monetarily and even more 
in good will. 

Mr. Michael Cieplechowicz of Trenton, New Jersey was pro­
posed for membership. Mr. Styczynski moved to accept him, seconded 
by Mr. Sor, carried. 
Old Businesss: POLPEX 77 wi II be Morch 19-20 with set-up on the 
18th. The official theme will be "Polish Ccntributicns to the Bi­
centennial". The committee to revise the By-Lows continues to 
meet with the next gathering September 14th. The Committee 
hopes to finalize the work soon. Mr. Wolosewick is presently in Fe 
land and will be checking on the progress of the index to the Polo­
nus Bulletins. 
New Business: The secretory read a letter from Mrs. Stanley Falcon 
who informed the Society of the death of her husband. The Mem­
bership honored this Ieng time member of Polonus with o moment 
of silent reflection. Next, a letter from Mrs. Gryzewski was read, 
thanking the Society for the remembrance sent her ofter the death 
of her husband. 

The President announced the formation of on audit committee 
in accordance with the State of Illinois regulations for not-for-profit 
organizations. The committee will consist of Mr. Strzelecki, Steczyn 
ski and Poniecki. No other new business was coiled, and Mr. Sor 
moved to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Niemesz. 

Mr. Schafer then introduced our speaker for the eveninq, non 
other than our illustrious President, Mr. Szebel. He spoke at length 
on his internationally famous collection of the flight of the Dornier 
00-X. Fred described Mr. Claude Dornier as a "dreamer" in hi,; day 
for wanting to construct o metal airship that would span the At­
lantic Ocean. In 1916 Dornier built his first aircraft, but ,t wasn't 
unti I 1922 that his f, rst four engine plane was created. H 1s planes 
were most popular in the world and were used 1n many famous 
flights prior to the DO-X. Fred managed to hove examples of many 
of these flights also. The DO-X got off the ground in 1928 with 
170 people in an experimental flight and finally on July 12, 1929, 
it began its historic flight across the Atlantic. Fred hod example!) of 
every stop. All sot and marveled at the extent of rare covers passed 
around the room. Fred noted that the U.S. did not accept moil for 
the flight nor issue a special stomp for the occasion. The giant air­
craft landed in Berlin on Moy 27, 1932, which was the completion 
of the flight. The ever.ing come to o fitting conclusion with the 
serving of coffee and pijczki and apple slices. Those who missed this 
meeting lost out on o wonderfully pleasant gathering. Pion to at­
tend next time! 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jomes Mozepo, ACSW, Secretory 

-----
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CREATIVE PHILATELY 
By Kenneth A. Wood 

It is seldom that we come away 
from a Stamp Show without ex­
periencing a renewal of faith in 
philately's future and a feeling of 
pleasure at the attitude as well as 
the material which we have seen 
displayed. 

A recent exhibition evidenced 
not only the usual warm camara­
derie one encounters at such 
events but made it very clear 
that collectors are increasingly a­
ware of the pleasure to be obtain­
ed from adding the extra dimen 
sion of creativity to their hobby. 

Expressed in its most simplest 
terms, this creativity rep:esents 
what one does with the mate::-ial 
one collects beyond merely filling 
spaces in an album. 

For many collectors, the Act of 
Acquisition and the Pleasure of 
Possession is sufficient; but, oth­
ers ask themselves if there is not 
something more to philately. It is 
the answer to this question that 
we see displayed at Stamp Shows. 

Postal History is one area that 
fits into this concept most per­
fectly, since one may delve lnto 
the postal history of the area in 
which one is interested and no 
great financial outlay need be in 
volved. In fact, this would be a 
most worthwhile project! 

A Study of the Production Met­
hods used in the Creation of a 
specific postage stamp is another 
area of possible study; and, if 
more collectors were aware of the 
methods used, they would have a 
better understanding of the errors, 
freaks, and oddities that show up 
from time to time. 

carrying romance from courier 
to horse post to railroad and air 
mail. 

To collectors who chose to go 
beyond the filling of album spac­
es, the search for information be­
comes as important, challenging 
and exciting as does the search 
for the material itseli. It is this 
attitude which is responsible for 
the building o; philatelic libraries, 
the formation and activity of 
Study Groups and the success of 
Stamp Shows. 

We are happy when we see such 
an attitude in evidence as it 
means that collectors are getting 
t h e e x t r a measure oi pleasure 
from their hobby! 

Rc-,r n•ed from Wes ern Stamp Collector 

NEW ISSUES 
Poznan Theatre Centenary 

A 1.5J zl. commemorative was 
issued in July, 1976 on the centen 
ary of the Poznan Theatre. Pic­
tured in said theatre building. 
Offset printed on chalky paper in 
sheets of 30 by PWPW Warsaw. 
Designed by Stefan Malecki. Total 
quantity printed 11),000,000 copies. 

Editor's N:,te: New l~s·Je onfar:nat,on 
courtesy of R. J. Burk,cw·cz 

IN OUR MAIL BOX 
Hon. Members: 

I have 200 2 packages of Po 
lish used postage stamps (value 
of $6.00 S7.00) for the exchange 
of U.S.A. and British Colonies 
(Commonwealth) . 

If any of you, dear members. 
will be interested in my proposi­
tion, kindly notify me as soon as 
possible. 

Respectfully yours, 
Yet, another group of collectors Walter Nemyliwskyj 

like to explore the past and invest- 170 Spadina Ave. 
igate the methods and routes by p O B 82 h. h • • ox 
w 1c mail was carried years ago. Toronto 133, Ontario 
E :-:a_c_h_c_o:-u-:n:---t_ry_i--=s _r_ic_h_ in_ t_h_is_ m_a_i_l-_:_ _____ _:C...:.:_anada, MST 2CO 
Polonus Bulletin, October 1976 346-7 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Friday, October 22nd, 1976! 

After a stay of several months 
in Poland in pursuit of p"1ilat:!li: 
interests for Polonus, Frank Wolo­
sewick returns to Chicago and wiil 
report on " P hilately In Poland To­
day" at this program meetin~ at 
the Polish Veterans Hall. Beeba 
ta follow. 
Friday, Nove:nber 12th, 1976: 

Program meeting wit, Roman 
Burkiewicz sp~aking on Polis, L'.l­
cals and the Occupation Periods 
of 1914-18 and 1939-44. Beeba to 
follow. 

P.O.W. EXHIBITION GRAND 
AWARD GOES TO KALAWSKI 
The first of its kind in t'1e U.S., 

an exhibition displaying exclusive­
ly postal material produced and 
used in Polish Prisoners of War 
and Concentration Camp; durin:; 
World War II, was held September 
11-12, 1976 in Cadets Hall, Buffalo, 
N.Y. and was hosted by the Polish 
Cadets Stamp Club of Bufi'alo. 

Marek Kalawski o~ Wo:cester, 
Mass. received the best in tie 
show award, plus first place in t':le 
POW class. William Draeger, Ar 
lington, Va., won four awards: the 
show theme award, (POW Camp3 
Olympiad), second place in POW 
class, second place award for re­
search on POW camps postal is 
sues, and the award for the best 
exhibit of the viewing public. 
Henry Schwab of Newton, Mass., 
took the first place award for re 
search on concentration camps 
mail. Sam Simon, Yonkers, N.Y., 
won the award for concentration 
camps postal history. Because of 
the excellent material submitted 
for competition the selection of 
winners was a difficult task for 
the judges: Dr. Matt Gajewski, 
Ray Schneider and Bernice Hoch 
muth. 
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POl ONU:i PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Chester A. Sct-.afer, Editor 

864 N. Ashland, Ch ca;,a, IL 6052:. 
James M:izep~, Se~r:tary 

Hines V.A. Hasp tal, Bax JS 1 
Hines, IL 60141 

Al R) b~r .ki, T r:as:.irer 
P 0. Cox 82, Rivzr Grave, IL 60171 

The Palonus Philatelic Society is non­
oolit1col. Views expressed by authors 
of articles appearing herein do not 
necessarily express the views of the 
Polonus Philatelic Society. 

- Annuol Dues arc $S.00 -
.,.,..,...,.,.,~ ,..,.,.,.,._,._,,.,.., .· ,.,. 

Two different cacheted cov~rs, 
one for each day, serviced with 
special POW cancel on Olympic 
stamp are two for Sl.00; the same 
covers with Olympic club cancel 
en Olympic stamo, two for $1.00; 
covers witl-i special can·cl wif1cut 
stamp are two for 50c; the spzcial 
show souvenir cards are $1.5!> ea . 
and can be ordered frcm: The:> 
Skotnicki, 2341 Fall, Lin<, G,an'I 
Island, .Y. 14072. Enclose suffi 
cient return postage wit'1 order. 

-He:1ry F. Zebrowski 

K-LINE PAGES 
FOR POLAND 

SUPPLEMENT 20/ 75 - $3.00 
Plus 90;: pt s•a::;. 

500th Anniversary of 
COPERNICUS - $6.20 

PART 2 ( Final) - $4.25 
r:u~ 80c pJs:. each, or S 1 .J5 for borh 

Wr.te us for a soecial orice on 
comp'ete Poland pages 

K-LINE PUBLISHING, INC. 
Geo. C. Kobylk~ 

Box 159, Berwyn, Ill. 60402 
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