
A M11asine devoted to Phil1telic Study tir Research 

Volume XXXIV, No. 2 

EDITORIALS 

ALFRED H. CASPARY 
A Memorial Tribute 

CONTENTS 

By LA WREN CE L. SHENFIELD 

UNITED STATES 
Plating The City Despatch Post Stamps 1842-50 
By FRANK S. LEVI JR. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

SO RUTH 
The First Two Issues of This Indian State (Part 1) 
By L. E. DAWSON 

GUADELOUPE 
Catalogue of Postal Markings (Conclusion) 
By ROBERT G. STONE 

THE CLUBHOUSE 
Meetings, New Members and Library 

March, 1955 

55 

58 

61 

99 

1954 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST AWARDS 102 

Travancore-Cochin, the Winner 

The Collectors Club Philatelist is published six times a year by The Collectors Club, Inc., 
22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N. Y. Entered as second-class matter July 5, 1927, 
at the Post Office at Federalsburg, Maryland, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 

Copyript, 1955, by The Collecton Qub, Inc. 



Magnificent Foreign Classics 
IN VERY FINE TO SUPERB CONDITION 

to be auctioned in May 
NUMBER Ones, covers, multiples, showpieces and rarities from the Ackerman, Emerson, 

Harris, Rothschild and Tows collections. Very fine to superb condition for practically 

every piece, all carefully chosen by a noted Pennsylvania philatelist. 

Take SPAIN, for example. The first issue is complete. In the 1851 issue there is a 
used block of 16 of the 12c lilac, and a used block of four of the 1 Or green. A used single 

of the 1 852 2r pale red. The Madrid 1 c bronze ( # 17) in an unused corner sheet margin 

copy, and a block of six with o.g. The 3c bronze "Madrid" (# 18) unused, cataloguing 

$600. The error #38b, the 2r blue, in a used block of four. The " inverted frame" error 

of the 12c blue and rose, #76a, in a block of six, on cover, and as a single on another cover. 

Other countries which are richly represented include: AUSTRIA, BREMEN, FINLAND, 

FRANCE, HANOVER, ITALIAN STATES, NETHERLANDS, NORWAY, OLDENBURG, POLAND, 

ROMAN IA, RUSSIA, SWEDEN, SWITZERLAND, TURKEY, WURTTEMBERG. 

Also: CANADA, CAPE of GOOD HOPE, CEYLON, HAITI , PHILIPPINES and STRAITS 

SETTLEMENTS. And there is a group of 38 INVERTED CENTERS, including such rarities 

as Uruguay # 120a used (catalogue $750) . 

.A de luxe catalogue is being prepared. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
560 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, N. Y. 



Recent Acquisitions by 

"W-eill of New Orleans" 

•The Heathcote Gold Medal Collection of 
United States & 

Confederate States 
Cataloguing over $200,000.00 

•The United States Collection formed by 
the late CHARLES R. MORLEY 

Mentor, Ohio 

from the executors of his estate 

The Cleveland Trust Co. 

Included in this Property are 

Hitherto Unknown Complete Sheets of the 

50~ & $1 Trans-Mississippi Issue 
and the largest piece known of the $2 Trans-Miss. 

a nearly complete sheet of forty . 

PLEASE REMEMBER 
If your col lect ion is for sale, a call or letter 

to New Orleans w ill bring a prompt response . 

RAYMOND H. 

I WEILL 
(TELEPHONE: RAYMO D 0022) 

407 ROYAL STREET NEW ORLEANS 
COMPANY 
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THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Consi ders one of its most important func t ions the 

improvement of relations between Collectors and 

Dealers . . . Our more than 600 Members are 

pledged to serve you wel I. 

The stamps which they sel I you must be and are 

Guaranteed Genu ine. 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from dealers 

displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We f irmly believe that the Members of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Dealers ' 

Association are engaged in a joint enterpr ise - the 

Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 
65 Nassau Street £ New York 33, ~. Y. 
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POPULAR ALBUMS FOR YOUR COLLECTING PLEASURE 

i~J 
AMERICAN ALBUM 

f-\.1R 

Rfi.;UtAR P1.1SlAl tssms 

AMERICAN ALBUM FOR REGULAR 
POSTAL ISSUES .. ................ ......... ... $4.50 

Spaces for all regular issues from the first stamps 
of 1847 through the current presidential series, plus 
airmail. postage due, specia l deli very. Confederate 
states, duck stam ps, etc. Omits the early "Special 
Printings," re-issues a n d limited printings, allowing 
every collector the opportunity of filling practically 
every space provided. (3 lbs.) 

AMERICAN COMMEMORATIVE 
STAMP ALBUM ............ ... ............. $4.65 

Spaces for evt.!rY Commemorative from the Columbian 
issue of 1893 through the last stamp of 1953. Sup­
p lements are issued annually. Each page tells the 
stories of peop le a nd events t hat have made Ameri­
ca n history. (3 lbs.) 

AMERICAN PLATE BLOCK ALBUM-
1919 - 1937 ...... .. ...................... .... $4.00 

Spaces for all Commemorative plate blocks from the 
Victory issue of 1919, through the T erritorial series 
of 1937. a nd all Air Mail from 1918 through 1951. 
(3 lbs.) 

AMERICAN PLATE BLOCK ALBUM-
1938 - 1953 ............ ... ..... ....... ... .... $4.25 

Spaces for a ll Regular a nd Commemorative stamps 
from the Presid ential issu e of 1938 through the last 
s t a mp of 1953. Supplem ents are issued each year. 
\3 lbs. ) 

FIRST DAY COVER ALBUM .. .. ........ $3.00 
Each page is attractively framed a nd d ecorated. The 
hig h quality sheets provided will mount eighty covers. 
The b inder is a t h ree r ing, black Morocco grain , 
quality Fabrikoid . stamped in gold , a nd comes with 
a two color jacket (3 lbs.) 

WORLD-WIDE STOCK BOOK .... ... ..... $3 .50 
With t en 8¥., " x 11" cloth reinforced stock sheets, 
which will s tore hundreds of loose stamps. Every 
collector can use it for sorti ng. storing of duplicates, 
or a convenient way of carrying a large number of 
stamps w ithout mixing. In a three ring black 
Morocco grain. Fabrikoid binder. A two color jacket 
lends attractiveness to your book. (3 lbs .) 

ALL PURPOSE QUADRILLED ALBUM .. $3.00 
Contains forty, high qual ity lightly quadrilled sheets, 
w ith boxed space a t top, to put in name of country, 
for collecto rs who prefer to plan their own stamp 
albums. The binder is a three ring. black Morocco 
grain, quality Fabrikoid, and comes in an attractivt 
two color jacket. (3 lbs . ) 

STANDARD BINDER .. ....... ... ... ... ........ $2.00 
Three ring, black Morocco grain . Fabrikoid binding, 
suitabl e for any type of collecting. (2 lbs . ) 

WRITE, PHONE OR COME IN. - Beyond Delivery Area Add .35c for Shipping Charges. 

- Available at These Leading Stamp Departments -

Marsh a ll Field & Co mpany 
Co ll ector's Stamps & Coins 
CHICAG O 90, ILLINOIS 

Hich 's Stamp & Coin Dept. 
ATLANTA 2, GEORGIA 

Kaufmann 's Stamp & 
Coin Dept. 

PITTSBURGH, PENN. 

CIMBELS FAMOUS STAMP DEPARTMENTS 
33 rd Street at Broadway 
1'ew Yo rk 1, New York 

Xinth at Ma rket Streets 
Philadelphia 5. Pa. 

West Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee 3, Wis. 
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BRITISH COLONIAL 
Unused COMPLETE Sets 

Bahamas- 1942-# l 16 to l 29-%p to £ l .. ... ... .... .. $10.00 
Burma- l 94S-# 3S to S0- 1 p to l OR ... ... .... ...... .. .. 2.50 
Burma- 1946-#Sl to 6S- 3p to l OR ....... .......... ... 4.50 
Cambia- 1922-27-# l 02 to l 24-1/2 p to l Osh ........ 30.00 
Cambia- 1938-46-# 132 to 143-1/~ p to l Osh ....... . S.00 
Crenada- 1921-29-#91 to l l 2-1/2p to l Osh .... .... 12.50 
Crenada- 1934-# 114 to l 23-1/2p to Ssh .. .... ...... 7 .00 
Jamaica- 1938-# l 16 to l 28-1/2p to l Osh .. .......... 4.00 
Kenya & Uganda- 1938-42-#63 to 7S- l c to £ l .. 7 .2S 
Malta- 1938-43-# 191 to 20S- 1Ap to l Osh ........ S.00 
Nauru- 1924-37-# 17 to 30- 1/2p to l Osh ....... ..... 4.00 
Newfoundland- 1919- # l l S to 126- 1 c to 36c .... 14.00 
Newfoundland- 1928- # l 4S to l S9- l c to 30c . . . . 7.50 
Newfoundland- 1929-31 - # 163 to 171 - l c to 20c 7.50 
Newfoundland- 1931-37- # 183 to 199- 1 c to 48c l 0.00 
Newfoundland- 1937- #233 to 243- 1 c to 48c .... 3.50 
Newfoundland- 1933-#C 13 to C 17- Sc to 7Sc.... 18.00 
New Zea land- l 93 l -3S-#C l to C8- l p to 7p ...... l 0.00 
Nigeria- 1921-33-# 18 to 32- 1/2p to l Osh .. ... ..... 8.50 
Nigeria- 1938-41-#S3 to 64-~~p to Ssh.... .......... 7 .7S 
North Borneo------1947-#223 to 237- 1 c to $S ........ 4 .00 
North Borneo- l9S0- # 244 to 2S8- lc to $10 ...... 7.50 
Nyassaland- 191 3- l 8-# 12 to 23-%p to £ l . . . . . . . .. . 17.50 
Nyassaland- l 938-44-#S4 to 67- 1/2p to £1 ...... .. 12.00 
Papua- 1929-41 - # C l to Cl S- 2p to l sh6p .. .... .... l 0 .00 
St. Vincent- 1937-47- # 141to1Sl-1/2p to £1 ...... 10.00 
Seychelles- 1938-41-# l 2S to l 48- 2c to SR .. ..... . 30.00 
Sierre Leone- 1921-27- # 122 to 137- 1/zp to l Osh 8.50 
Suda n- 1941 -#63 to 78- 1 m to 20pi .... .... .. .... .... .. 20.00 

SIDNEY F . B ARRETT 
§ 

Aat\ 87 NASSAU STREET NEW YORK 38, N. Y. _M 
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Editorials 

A Clance Back to 1954 
It has become increasingly pop(Jlar for 

journalists writing upon stamp collecting to 
review the past yea r , and then itemize what 
is thought as th e outst anding ten events dur­
ing the past calend ar year. In reading these, 
one mu st rem embe r that such writing is 
nothing more th an one individual's opinion. 
Those who have indulged in this "highspots 
of the year" featu re are mostly all writers 
for th e mass of reade rs of stamp news. Since 
thi s magazi ne speaks and writes for th e more 
serious co ll ectors, it see med proper that a 
spokesman from these r anks jot down some 
of his views of th e yea r just past. It is not 
a goal to name exactl y ten events . The 
yea r is reviewed. l\/Iaybe on ly five or per­
haps as many as twenty-five important phila­
telic resu lts wi ll be ci ted . 

In contrast to the popula r wri ter, the 
more mature philateli st is little interested in 
events con nected with th e U . S. P ost Office 
Department in Washington, D. C. The 
new U nited States stamps ,,·ere not news­
wo rth y. It remains to be see n wh ether any 
195-t issue ,,·ill turn out to be of las ting phila­
telic value. Most import ant was th e fact 
that no important erro rs like the $1 st amp 
on U. S. I. R. watermarked paper came to 
light in 195-t- Also the volume of business 
done in 1954 U. S. comm emo ratives is not 
too significant. First day cove rs with cachets 
is fa r from the quintessence of stamp coll ect­
ing as eve ryone who tries to se ll a coll ection 
of them quickly di scove rs. 

1954 seemed to be a re asonably prosperous 
yea r for th e Am erican st amp dealer. The 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXTV, 
vital matter for a se rious philatelist to re­
ga rd is th e healthy st a te of the world market. 
Big collections of stamps offe r no problem. 
Some often wondered what would h appen to 
th e stamp market when a collection of great 
value had to be sold . Results manifest 
clearly a mos t sa tisfactory picture. The es­
tablished dealers stron gly compete for the 
sale of such coll ections. The proceeds from 
sale shows realiza tions conside rably above 
pre-sale es tim ates. The year 1954 confirmed 
this situa ti on time and again . 

L as t yea r produced littl e or nothing in the 
way of ou tst anding philatelic exhibitions. A 
few disappointing international ( not Ameri­
can ) philatelic exh ibiti ons were held. In the 
wav of showm anship, the American de alers 
staged some successf ul bourses without th e 
l·enefit of any philatelic material worth y of 
note on exhibit ion . 

195-t was ma rk ed by an important event, 
th e "Life Magazine" feature. In our eyes, 
it was not the publicity for st amp ·collecting 
that was as impo rt ant as th e many illustra­
tion s in color. Many in our r anks have 
been misunderst anding and mi sinte rpreting 
the laws of th e United States upon reprod uc­
ti on of st amps in color. "Life" investigated 
ca refully before publication and m ade sure 
th a t this colorful story on philately did not 
run cou nter to any law of our country. It 
demonstrates clearly th a t many st amps can 
be illu strated in colo r , th e id eal w ay to show 
them. If our own publications can solve the 
cost problem, more and more color illustra­
tion s will be done in the future. 

Th e yea r past showed some healthy moves 
in educating the mass of collectors. Again 
although misu nderstood and misinte rpreted 
NO. II 55 



EDITORIALS 
by most writers, fake material received far 
more publicity. If any one becomes sca red 
by reading about imitations of stamps, phi­
lately is for t unate to lose such timid souls. 
An informed , enl ightened group of st amp col­
lectors is the finest futur e insurance for phi­
lately. A lso publicity was focused upon 
some issues alleged to be bogus, again a 
service to philately by making people better 
informed. The popular press on the whole 
is still too timid in the complete reporting of 
such informative news. 

1954 was not too good a year for philatelic 
scholarship. One of America's g re at schol­
a rs , Dr. Carroll Chase, r eceived through this 
Club a deserved recognition of hi s g re at 
achievements. No great books were written 
or published in this country. P erh aps the 
finest phil atelic work came from England, 
"The Perkin, Bacon Reco rds". For the Brit­
ish specialist (and there are many in Ameri­
ca), this will prove a source book of in­
valuable aid . The results of the studies of 
the archives in this book have not begun to 
show themselves as yet. In thi s country, the 
best 1954 book in th e opinion of this m aga­
z in e's editorial group was "The Thorp-Bar­
tels Centennial Catalogue on U. S. P ost al 
Stationery". An event connected w ith th e 
appear ance of thi s book also is noteworthy. 
A patron se rved philately by underwriting 
th e publication through financing. Many 
individual specialty gro ups produced some 
outst anding studies of value, but none of 
sufficient gener al interest to be worthy of 
special mention. 

The Phil atelic Foundation h ad a very good 
year which ev idences a great promise for 
education in philately. Its Expert Commit­
tee's se rvices a re gaining both wide use and 
its opinions international accept ance. Its 
courses on philately, its advice to libr aries , 
individu als and institutions all bespeak well 
for the future of phil ately. L as t year saw 
plans taking form for an 1956 Inte rnation al 
E xhibition in New Y ork. The big news is 
the assurance that the stupendous New York 
City Coliseum now under construction will 
have among its inaugural shows an Interna­
tional Phil atelic Exhibition. 

And fin ally, in our estimation, 1954 saw 
the blossoming into fuller bloom of a g row­
ing circle of matu re philatelists. Many col­
lectors are dem anding better qu ality works 
56 THE COL
to read and study about st amps. They 
speak out against trivi a, and an abundance 
of personal notes in their re ad ing matter. 
This journal has increased its readers by 
over 30 3 . The membership of this Club 
stand s at an all-time high. The philatelist 
in America is corning of age. H e is not ac­
cepting everything blindly. Our r anks have 
seen the addition of many "new faces" from 
millionaire collectors down to enthusias tic 
young students of st amps. Those catering 
to st amp collectors must tai lor th ei r offerings 
to meet th ese new and more discriminating 
demands. For a growing numbe r, philately 
is no spring outing, no summer picnic, no 
chicken-dinner banquet, no first-day ce remony 
nor gambling device. It is a pleas ant pur­
sui t , to be taken as serious ly o r as lightly 
as one chooses. But th ose who maintain an 
interest in philately look for its basic ele­
ments, not a lot of tr ansitory o r superfici al 
matter s th at may touch its fringe. Phil a tely 
in America sti ll has much to overcome. Even 
' tho th ey may rep resent a numer ical minority, 
th ere a re enough arden t coll ectors to assu re 
many prosperous years ahead. The future 
for progress and improvement never showed 
greater promise nor a more solid backing 
th an philately in America ev id ences as 1955 
commenced. (H. M. G.) 

Allergic to Headlines 
A tribute to a professional sports fi gure 

w ho had died recently called him a sports­
m an with tremendous ability but who sel­
dom rece ived th e acclaim he had deserved. 
Others seemed to t ake the play away from 
him. But he neve r became discouraged and 
continued to perform as if he were a na tional 
hero. The a rticl e concl uded by saying that 
he seemed all ergic to headlines, so it was 
as tound ing th at he could be such a champion 
but still end up in what amounted to virtual 
anonymity. 

H ow applicable this is to philatelists . Very 
few of the really great collecto rs make th e 
he ad lines. In fact when th eir final day on 
this ea rth arrives, th e journalists of st amp 
papers have absolutely no biographical de­
t ails for th e required obituary. Also th e 
ed itor believes th at it would be nice to pub­
lish the late collector 's picture. H e was 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. II 



E D I .T 0 R I A L s 
camera-shy, so none is available except some 
old, torn snapshot t aken years ago. 

In contrast, one cannot help but think of 
a certain likeable chap who worked for a 
popula r magazine. Somehow o r other he 
received an assignment to write a story 
about stamp collecting. Th at did it! Being 
gifted with a fine journalistic style, he be­
came in demand as a columnist for a st amp 
newspape r. He travelled about the country 
from st amp club to stamp club, meeting 
hord es of collectors. With in time, he regu­
la rly made th e headlines with th e mi snomer 
"phi latelic expe rt". His picture appea red 
again and again prominent a t this tes timonial 
banquet, at th a t char ity drive sponsored by a 
philatelic group or w ith th e 4th ass istant 
postmaster w hen a new st amp was put on 
sa le. To thi s ve ry day, it is doubted wheth er 
he owns a st amp collection. If he does, it 
is so slight th at it only gives him the license 
to call himself a coll ector. 

It is well to r emember th a t th e philatelic 
g reats, past and present, operate in virtual 
anonymi ty. One does not coll ect stamps for 
publicity purposes. It is sad ly tru e that the 
mass of r eade rs a re mi sled into believing th at 
th e head line hunter is a great philatelic ex­
pert. One cannot be expected to kn ow about 
someone who coll ect s fine stamps but whose 
name seldom appea rs in print. P ersonally we 
believe th at " th e little people" in philately 
like to h ave th eir ego infl ated. To add to 
th eir desi re fo r importance , prin ted pub­
licity serves th eir ambition. If one shares 
th ese beliefs, then it is we ll to kn ow always 
th at th e greats in phila tely shun publicity. 
For in st ance, the g reat coll ecto rs w ho al­
lowed their phil ate lic gem to be used by 
" Li fe Magazine" mostly remained anony­
mous, using nom-de-plumes. As one hum­
orously sugges ted , oceans rather th an people 
must collect st amps. 

Has you r name been in th e st amp papers 
recently ? And even if yo ur picture were 
published, would it r eally m ake yo u a better 
philatelist? Better know n, perh aps, but not 
add ing one iota to your true st ature as a col­
lecto r. There mu st be good reason and logic 
behind the fact th a t most g rea t philatelists 
a re allergic to he ad lines. Modesty and a 
flair for phil ately mu st go h and -in-hand. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, 
Philatelic Agencies 
In more than the century history of stamp 

collecting, a comparatively recent development 
is the widespread practice of stamp-i ssuing 
countries having a Philatelic Agency to sell 
the new stamps. An important function of 
a phil atelic agency is promote the sale of 
new iss ues. 

Obviously then one would expect that to 
a id this work, mail from philatelic agencies 
would be franked with the st amps they wish 
to sell. But with a very few exceptions, let­
te rs from phil atelic agencies come via metered 
mail. Or if a st amp is used, it never is a 
commemorative but the common value of a 
long-st anding regular se ries. 

If stamp-issuing gove rnments a re sensitive 
to the criticism coming from collectors be­
cause of complaints on the flood of new and 
unnecessa ry stamps, th ey should a t leas t take 
steps to see th at their new iss ues bear some 
signs of postal need by havin g the Philatelic 
Agency use th e newest st amps. Phil a telic 
agencies should stop the use of metered mail. 
Before us a re a number of announcements 
on new stamps from philatelic agencies in 
America, Europe, A sia and Australia. Each 
was mai led via metered mail. This just 
strikes us as poor promotional t actics. 
( H. M. G.) 

Junk Mail 
P os tm as ter General Summerfield an-

nounced th a t afte r March 31 , 1955, the Post 
Office will discontinue delivery of "Junk 
Mail". 

All th is directive does is to discontinue 
some one phase of unwanted mail. But judg­
ing by some of th e philatelic publications and 
wri tings rece ived , th e distribution of "junk" 
in th e mails will not cease. 

Publicity For Stamp Collecting 
Those with an interest in publici ty and 

promotion for stamp collecting th rough the 
various mediums of public information should 
look at " th e ew Y ork Times" of D ecember 
7, 1954, because fiv e news items closely re­
lated to phi] ately were to be found in the 
first section of this newspaper. 'Vhen one 
NO. II 57 



EDITORIALS AND A. H. CASPARY 
refers to publicity, of course, all of it may 
not be favorable. But without any added 
comments on our part, here are the five news 
items :-

I). A front-page account commencing­
"Alb any, . Y.-The State Library found 
itself tod ay in the position of a housewife 
who had pitched her husband 's prized stamp 
collection into the waste basket and had to 
search through the whole village dump for 
it." 

2). Picture with caption of the new U. S. 
commemorative st amp for Fine Arts issued 
on Jan. 15, 1955. 
58 THE COLL
3). A detailed report of a proposed long 
series of new stamps from Pan ama carrying 
portraits of all the 259 recognized Popes who 
had served the Rom an Catholic Church. 

+). "King Of Lundy Island is Dead at 69." 
An obituary of M. C. H armon , the owner 
of the small island off the so uthwest coas t 
of England, th at gave the story of his puffin 
stamps and coins. 

5). " Letter to the Times" cr1t1c1z ing the 
mail delivery in New York City, and ending 
with this sentence-"The postal se rvice is 
worse right now than at any time in the 
history of this country." 
ALFRED H. CASPARY 

A Memorial Tri bu te 

By LA WREN CE L. SH ENFIELD * 
When a monumental figure in philately 
passes from our scene it is difficult to ap­
praise the loss. The first impulse is to list 
the noted collec tions the man had put to­
gether, to speculate upon what will become 
of th em ; how, when, and where. These 
speculations have already been fully ex­
pressed; yet only time wi ll provide the an­
swers. From my years of association with 
Mr. Caspary (A. H. C. as I call him) in 
the pursuit of collecting, I do not hesitate to 
predict that all his treasures w ill eventually 
become the joy of others. He told me often 
that he since rely believed stamps belonged to 
collectors who understood them, but that be­
quested collections reposing in museums be­
hind glass brought only th e curio us, while 
cheating stamp lovers of the pride of posses­
sion and study. 

So if we view th e future availabili ty of 
A. H. C.'s collections as assu r ed, then some 
will say th ere is a gain and not a loss in his 
death. But that is a false belief. True, his 
stamps may be distributed, but his wonder­
fully deep knowledge of them is lost for-

*The author was associated with Mr. Caspary as 
both a Trustee an d Member of the Expert Committee 
of the Philatelic Foundation. 
ever. Here was a col lector who knew the 
classic stamps of the world and their usage 
as few did. It may be that his wealth en­
ab led him to accu mul ate knowledge with his 
acquisi tions th rough th e years; but th ose who 
knew him well realized that his love of only 
rare beautiful stamps and his knowledge of 
them were merely co-incidental. I believe 
that had he only the means to coll ect common 
stamps of small value, he would have bP-come 
as expert on them as on th e rarities he owned. 
This man loved stamps, and knew them. 

Y et, as many of his friend s observed, 
A. H. C. was never known to have tudied 
intently volumes of research and discovery 
about th e sta mps he collected. I know of 
no philatelic libr a ry that he had formed. 
Never to my knowledge did he write a line 
of philatelic research on any stamp. And he 
read only what he considered a few of the 
better schol a rly works. Nevertheless, there 
was scarcely a classic issue of any country 
th at one could mention , which did not draw 
from him a wealth of interesting information. 
Often it was inform ation on the desirability 
of the stamp from a scarci ty viewpoint , or an 
aes thetic side, or the comp a r ative sca rcity of 
a block or la rge piece, or the attractiveness 
of a particular shade. 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. II 



A. H. CASPARY 
Always there was interwoven the history 
of some outstanding piece or cover; who 
found it-whose collection it had graced; or 
the story of some famous find. Well do I 
recall his story of th e discovery of the famous 
pair of Livingstons of the Confederate States 
on cove r ; or the story of the great find in 
Marseilles of the Mauritius " Post P aid" 
cove rs bearing 2c Indigos of indescribable 
beauty and impression. And his recounting 
of how he got th e finest cover in existence 
( in my opinion)-the 2c plus 5c Hawaiian 
Missionary cover-still rings in my ear. 

What a memo ry the man had ! It was 
photographic to minute deta il. Apparently 
once he had seen a stamp or cover, it was 
forever printed upon his mind . Once he tele­
phoned me from hi s Bonnie Doone Planta­
tion. askin g whether I had noted in a coming 
auc tion sa le of an im po rtant coll ection a ce r­
tain cove r bearing a pair of th e 2c Mobile 
stamps of the Confederate States. He de­
scribed the cover , th e st amps, the cancel , in 
a::curate detail; he had owned th e cover 
many 1·ears ago. thought it might be in this 
collecti on and now wanted it back. The 
cove r was in the sa le and he acquired it. 
H e had a gift for divining th e desirability of 
stamps ve ry rare in multiple pieces, an ::! he 
gath ered such things in whenever they we re 
avai lable. 

Never did plating st amps as a pursu it 
per se in terest him unless plating knowledge 
was necessary to distinguish relative rarity of 
types. as , fo r example, with the U. S. re 1851 
or the St. Louis P os tm aster stamps. No r 
did pere postal usage or handstamps in­
trigue his interest. Ior cou ld he be in­
fluenced to pay greatly for a stamp just be­
cause it bore some fancy cancell ation . Once 
when we attended a sale together, a pony 
express cove r bearing a common 3c 1857 
stamp plus ex tremely rare handstamps 
brought a fabu lous, record price at auction. 
H e turn ed to me to remark "that was a 
high price to pay for a st amp worth a quar­
ter!" But a few minutes la ter he <1crp1i reel 
a simil a r cover-equally beautiful-but wit h 
a Pony express sta mp instead of th e rare 
handstamps-a t less th an th e price of the 
pre~ ecli n g cover. Such action did not indi­
cate a lack of app reciation of th e attraction 
of postal histo ry items; A. H. C. knew what 
they were, but to him th e "st amp was the 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, 
thing" . This view h as always been tradi­
tion al among collectors of the older school, 
here and abroad. 

Perhaps the most remarkable gift he had 
was his knowledge of the cl ass ic stamps of 
the world-not merely of the U nitecl States 
or Confederate States or Carriers' Stamps 
or Locals. His United States collections are 
justly famous because they a re most popul ar 
in this country. But also Swiss Cantonals, 
Briti sh North America, Ceylon , France, the 
Italian and German States, among many 
other European classics were his pets. His 
knowledge of them was profound. How did 
he acquire such a fund of knowledge? W e 
have remarked that seldom was he known to 
refer to phil atelic writings on any st amps, 
nor did he have a phil atelic libr ary. H e 
must have acquired his knowledge through­
ou t his years of international contact with 
lead ing professionals or collecto rs ove r the 
wo rld who often were specialists on particu­
la r countries; and their knowledge was ab­
so rbed bv his rem arkable philatelic rn·~morv. 

Probably no one in frequent contac t with 
A. H . C. , philatelically, wished more c'evoutlv 
than I , th at hi s invalu able knowledge and 
memoirs of h alf a centu rv of co ll ecting th e 
classics might be written down. Often I sug­
ges ted to him th at if he wou ld merelv sit 
back and t a lk of st amps, I wo uld supolv a 
secretary to take it all down, help him edi t it 
later, and so preserve it for all of us. Al­
thou gh he co nsidered it a worthy idea , he kept 
postponing the sta rt until hi s last illness struck 
down th e plan forever. Perhaos it was his 
shyness and reticence which orevented it. He 
was retiring a lm ost to a fau lt. H e was most 
volubl e, mos t enthusiastic. most fasci natin g 
when one was alon e w ith him and his coll ec­
tions in his home or th e g rea t vau lt-room of 
his bank. Only a few of us we re acco rd ed 
thi s privilege-at the vau lts nr at hi s home.· 
But once he was convinced of vour interest 
and know ledf'e. once he w as sure hi s st am'Js 
were not to be publicized, r e snread hi s col­
lection s and his knowledge lav;s l'lv befo re 
you. There was one condit ion attached to th e 
loan of anv pi ece for research or photo­
g raohv : his name was never to be used or 
quoted. U nd er th ese cond itions, it was my 
gre at privilege to be able to borrow many of 
his finest pieces-or to make any notes th at 
11·ould advance philatelic lea rning. The edi-
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torial staff of this magazine enjoyed his co­
operation whenever requested because they 
respected his wishes. Recently an author de­
si red to illustrate two covers for publication 
of an important study in this journal. He 
fe a red to ask. One of his friends on the 
st aff did. A. H. C. produced them at once, 
entrusted th em to him for photography and 
illustration, asking only the owner not be 
identified. 

When I had finished a piece of research , 
I often sent him the manuscript for reading 
or suggestions. H e was eve r glad to help. 
Once he produced triumph antly from his col­
lection a cove r which double-checked perfectly 
a particul a rly difficult finding . On another 
occasion he wrote me at length ad vi sing th e 
omission of a comparison l had made between 
th e subj ect stamp of mv article and a famous 
copy of an H awai ian Missionary stamp. His 
reason was excellent- he was convinced the 
H awaiian stamp had had a ma rgi n ad ded, and 
th e refo re th e comp arison which conce rned the 
spacing of th e stamps was pointless. 

A. H. C. was a collector of si mple t as te 
in th e mou nting of his collection. There 
were no elaborate decorations, no notes nor 
description except those which pertained to 
th e cove r or stamp itself. Many priceless 
things were kept simply in envelopes-often 
lef t th at way following th ei r exhibit at some 
Intern ational Court of H onor. Since he 
neve r exhibited competitively, he had little 
use for eye-catching pages or mounting. 
Never th eless the stamps never fai led to speak 
for th emselves! 

Well do I rem ember th e 19+7 Centena ry 
Exhibition in New York. I had the honor 
to be responsible for the Confede rate States 
stamps to be placed in th e Court of H onor. 
Na tu r ally A. H. C.'s Confederates were to 
be my main reservoir of supply . W e t alked 
over the matter and ag reed to meet at th e 
Grand Central Palace to discuss th e details. 
There among th e clatter of hammers, th e 
forest of lumber, glass and wood shavings, 
I found A. H. C. sitting on a half-completed 
scantling platform with a plain st amp book 
tucked under his a rm. H e said he thought 
we could save time if he brought hi s Confede­
r ates along, and we could select toge ther the 
best things to place in the Court of Honor. 
Then he opened the album. In it were all 
of hi s fabulous Confederates-some mounted 
60 THE CO
-dozens of covers loose. I h ad seen them 
all often, but the impact of going over them 
as an unit for selection in those su rroundings 
left with me a deep consciousness of th e 
man's simplicity and directness. W e selected, 
after long di scussion , about fifty wonderful 
pieces, and proceeded to a rr ange them in the 
fr ames. Th at was the first time m0s t col­
lecto rs eve r kn ew of the ex istence of th e 1oc 
Knoxvi ll e Provisional, th e 1oc Baton Rou~e, 
the pair of Livings tons and many oth er:: , all 
on immacul ate cove rs. L ate r, A. H. C. 
tucked the album under his a rm and walked 
out as unpretentiously as he had come. 

As all coll ecto rs of classic Europe kn ow, 
their pitfalls are deceptive counterfei ts, 
altered variet ies and skillful repairs. Wh at 
an eye A. H. C. had fo r th ose pitfalls. And 
fo r forged cancell at ions! Of cou rse. if th e 
cove r or stamp was extremely r a re , h~ i; sually 
kn ew th e history of the piece , down through 
many coll ections. H e knew, too, which 
st amps expert fo rgers had wo rked upon 
through th e ye a rs. Yet hi s sure philatelic 
instinct guided him to the acquisi ti on of 
many "only-one-k nown" things, esoecially in 
th e P os masters' st amps of th e Confederacy. 
I recall cre~1<ing th e authenticity of th e 
H all et tsv ill e, Texas Confederate Provision al 
with him ; he owned the only known copy on 
cove r. Hi s rationalized explanation of why 
it must be genuin e, and not a forgery, was a 
lesson in phil ate lic logic. As to reoa i rs, he 
abhored th em. His eye for philatelic beauty 
was perhaps the most accomplished and dis­
cerni ng in the world of rare stamps. H e told 
me he never owned a "Post Office l\1auritius" 
because he never had th e opportunity to ac­
quire an example on cover in th e superb ron­
dition he desired. And th at brings me to 
th e g reatest gif t he bestowed upon coll ectors. 

H e was co nsid ered by many to be the first 
g reat co ll ector to recognize the importance 
and worth of supe rb conditi on. H e star ted 
collecting as a you ng boy, but really began 
his great collections in th e ea rly ye ars of this 
century when , even to important collecto rs, 
a rare stamp was a r a re stamp regard less 
of its condition. The auction descriptions of 
those years abounded with qu alifications­
" imperceptible c rease"-"tiny thin"- " slightly 
cut into, as usual "-"cover a little ragged"-

(Continued on Page 107 ) 
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UNITED STATES 

The Plat ing of the City Despatch Post Stamps 

1842 - 1850 

By FRAN K S. LEVI, JR. 
Much has been w ritten about the history 
of th e fi r st U nited States adhesive postage 
st amp. T o da te th e mos t auth oritative ac­
count is conta in ed in th e American Phil atel ic 
Soc iety H andbook, entitled " One Hundred 
Y ea rs Ago" by Ellio tt P erry and Arthur G . 
H all , w hich was publi shed in 1942. I have 
no intention of repeating o r enl a rging on 
wha t already has been so well desc ribed. But 
in stead th ese notes will be limited to th e 
actu al plating of thi s very interes ting stamp. 

R awdon, Wright & H atch, th e engravers, 
laid out a pl ate of forty-tw o subj ects ( 7 x 6). 
Each subject is surrounded by a fr ame which 
was d rawn upon th e pl a te prior to ente ring 
th e subject in th e same fashi on as the Con­
fede ra te " fr amed" 10-cents D av is. This net­
work of fra mes is a se ries of nearly pa rallel 
lines; seven horizont al and eight ve rtical. 
I have said " nea rly" pa rallel fo r th e ou te r 
dimensions of th e engraved portion of the 
plate reveal a ve ry slight devia tion from a 
perfect rectangle. The top oute r fr ame line 
measu res 129 millim eters; th e bottom line is 
130 )1;! millimeters; th e left outer line is 174y,I 
millim ete rs aga inst 173)1;! fo r th e right outer 
lin e. Thus th e spacing and th e alignm ent a re 
of necessity not pe rfect. Ye t th e va ri a tion is 
neve r g reat enough to become a majo r fac to r 
in th e pl ating. 

Th e die des ign measures 18_0 by 2 1_0 mil­
limeters. In most cases it is quite well cen­
te red between th e fo ur outer fr ame lines. 
The die was impressed onto a transfer roll 
which was used to make the engraved pla te 
f rom which th e sheets w ere printed. This 
w as th e fi rst d ie, roll and plat e made for an 
adhesive stamp in th e Unit ed States. Perry 
and H all s tate that the transfer roll was 
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rocked across the die sidew ays, hence each 
entry on th e pl ate h ad to be made w ith th e 
roll rocking from sid e to side instead of from 
top to bottom as was done on subsequent 
issues. This most peculi a r method of enter­
ing the design was r a rely, if ever , used again . 

Th is same pl ate was used again fo r all of 
th e Two Cent C ity D espatch P ost st amps 
th a t fo llowed th e initi al "Three Cents" issue. 
Th e wo rd "Three" on each position was 
burni shed out and th e wo rd "T wo" was re­
engraved in stead. Thus in most cases th e 
pla ting information contain ed in th ese notes 
can also se rve to locate th e positions of all 
of th e T wo Cents values as well as th ose on 
th e Three Cents. 

F igure "A " depicts th e pl a te layou t before 
th e subj ect was entered. This shows th e 
va r io us lines th at ex tend beyond the ac tu al 
layou t and all th at are doubled or pa rtly 
do ubled. At th e bottom of th e pl ate is a 
la rge well defi ned scr atch st a rting well be­
low stamp number 37 and ending in sid e th e 
des ign of st amp number 41 . Al so all of th e 
guid e dots as th ey appea r on th e printed sheet 
have been shown in th e illust ra tion, F ig. A . 

Befo re go ing into th e de ta il s of th e various 
pos itions on th e pla te, a summ a ry of wh at to 
look fo r in o rde r to simpli fy th e plating fo l­
lows: 

T op outer fr ame line fully doubled. P osi­
tions 3, +. 25, 26. 

T op oute r fr ame line pa rtly doubled . Po­
sitions r , 2, 5, 27 . 

Bottom outer fr ame line fully doubled . 
Positions 19, 20, 41 , 42. 

Bottom outer fr ame line partly doubled. 
P ositions 21 , 38, 39. 
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Bottom ou ter frame line partly tripled. 
Position 37. 

Right outer frame line partly doubled. 
P ositions 7 , II , I3 , 14, I7. 

L eft outer frame line partly doubled. 
P osi tions 8 , I2, I3, I4, I5, I8. 

. 

Fig. A 
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No guide dot at top. Positions I , 2 , 3, 4, 
5, 6, 23. 

No guid e do t a t bottom. Positions I7, 40. 
Double gu ide dot at top . P ositions 26, 31 , 

32, 34, 35 , 36, 38, 39, 40, 4I, 42. 

Double guide dot a t bottom. P osi tions 20, 
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25, 26, 28, 29, 30, 32 , 33 , 34, 35, 36, 37, 
38, 39, 41. 

Triple g uid e dot a t top. Position 37. 
Triple g uid e dot a t bottom. Position 31. 

The above li sting covers thirty-seven out 
of th e fo rty- two positions on the pl a te leav­
ing onl y th e fo llow ing seemingly difficult po­
sitions: 9 , 1 o, 16, 22, 2+. Of th ese five posi­
t ions none should present any g rea t difficu l­
ti es as th ey a re all blessed with definite plat­
ing: m a rk s. (See figures " B " and "C" ) . 

Figure " B " is a composi te of th e ex tr a dots 
that appear on fif teen positions of th e plate. 
Th ey cove r th e fo llowing : I , 3, +, 5, 7, 13, 
16, 20, 22, 2+, 27 , 33, 36, 38 and +2. 

Figure "C" is a composi te picture of va ri ­
ous othe r defi nite pl a ting m a rks. These cove r 
th e fo ll owing thirteen posi tions: 2, 9, Io , I 4, 
17, 20, 21 , 28, 30, 32, 35 , 36 and 37. 

Positions number 20 and 36 appea r in both 
of th e composi tes. Thus we have a tot a l of 
twenty-six of th e forty-two plate positions 
th a t a re easy to locate a nd can be re ad ily 
plated even if none of the outer fr ame lin es 
a re show in g. The rem aining sixteen positions 
are as fo llows: 6, 8, 11 , 12, 15, 18, 19, 23, 
25, 26, 29, 31, 34, 39, 40 and 4 r. Of th ese 
we can elimin a te positions 40 and 41 because 
th ey show th e la rge scratch (see fi gure "A "). 
P osition n umbe r 19 can also be elimin ated be-
cause it has a blank inner righ t top co rn e r. 
P osi tion numbe r 23 has the top inn er fr ame
line badly broken. Position numbe r 26 is th e 
only position on th e plate th at has two g uid e 
dots a t th e top th at a re s ide by side. Posi­
tio ns 8, 11 a nd 12 have fai nt extra lin es be­
low th e des ign. And position numbe r 6, of 
co urse, has no guide do t a t th e top. This 
tl, en leaves only seven positions th at can be 
verv difficu lt to pl a te if none of th e outer 
frame lines a re showing: 15, 18, 25, 29 , 3 1. 
3+ and 39. 

Before say in g a word or two about th e 
fo rty- two illu str a tions th a t fo llow, I would 
like to acknowledge th e ass istance and advice 
of Ezra D. Cole, J oh n A. Fox, E lliott P erry 
and George B. Sloane. Without their help ,
this pla ting wou ld not have been possible. 

In th e fo llowing se ri es of illu str atio ns of 
the fo rty-two plate posi tions, a ll of th e outer 
frame lines and all of the guid e dots h ave

been dra\\'n in as they appea r. No attempt 
was made to desc ribe these lin es or dots as 
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U.S. CITY DESPATCH PosT 1842-50 
Fig. D Enlargement of the Sperati counte rfeit 
of t he stamp only. 

they are self-evident. All of the illustra­
tions show the top inner frame line. This 
varies g reatly in strength and completeness, 
and in most cases is shown only as an added 
guide (exceptions Nos. 2, 19). 

Sperati, th e celebrated French forger, pro­
duced a fa irly good imitation of this stamp. 
(See figure " D ") . It should be considered 

GENUI NE 

Papei·-Gr ay ish with a tinge of g reen 
I nk-Gray bl ack 
Cancellat ion-R ed 

Mention is m ade of th e cancellat ion be­
cause all of the Sperati counterfeits seen have 
been with this fake cancel on a small piece of 
a cove r. (See figure "E") . They are tied 
on by the fancy boxed " FREE", showi ng a 
po rti cn of the circular "City D espatch Post, 
N. Y." on another part of the pape r. 

I believe that Sperati copied from the 
original position number 42 . However, he 
neglected . to add the top position dots and 
also failed to extend the bottom outer frame 
THE COL
Fi g. E The Sperati counterfeit reproduced in 
the manner of all copies seen . 

Fig. F Sketch of the lower right lapel on 
the coat to show the difference between the 

original and t he Sperati. 

as dangerous for the person not familiar with 
th e genuine. Thus should you have a copy 
of th st amp th a t you cannot plate, check it 
aga: nst tl:e following specification s :-

SPERA TI 

Too much on th e dirty white sid e. 
Too black, almost blue bl ack. 
Orange red. 

line fa r enough to th e right. Fi nally he made 
a fortunate error in his eng raving of the 
lowe r right lapel of Washington's coat wh ich 
is illustrated in Fig. F. 

In co ncl usio n I should like to state th at 
any co rrec ti on or cr iticism of th ese notes w ill 
be \Hlcome. Should one encounter difficulties 
in this plating, I shall be more th an pleased 
to lend any ass ist ance th at I can. Please 
direct a ll communications to the author, c/o 
The Collectors Club, 22 East 35 Street , New 
York 16, N. Y. 
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U .S. CITY D E SPATCH PosT 18 + 2- - 0 
No. 1. Small 
" Despatch" . 
right corner. 

dot at top of head below "E" of 
Faint diagonal scratch in upper 
Small dip in top outer frame 

line at right. 

No . 3 . Do t directly above " P" of " Despatch" 
between top inner frame lines. Faint scratches 

above bottom outer frame line. 

No. 2. Fa int diagonal scratch to left of left 
side ornament. Faint diagonal scratch in upper 
left corner. Several faint scratches at bottom 
above bo ttom outer frame line . Top inner 

frame line badly broken . 

No. 4. Large dot in the " C" of "Cents". Faint 
diagonal scratch in upper right. Very faint 
almost complete second line above bottom 

outer frame line . 
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- ----
No. 5. Strong dot on inner oval lines above 
" E" of " Cents" . Faint diagonal scratch in 
upper left . Top inner frame line strong but 
very shor t . Fa in t almost complete extra line 

above bottom outer frame line . 

No . 7. Strong dot towards bottom of left inner 
frame line . Fa int d ia gonal sc ratch near bot­
tom ou ter frame I ine below the " E" of " Cents". 

No. 6. Faint diagonal sc ratch in upper right . 
(Thi s is a very difficult position to plate unless 
the top or right ou ter frame li nes are showi ng. ) 

No. 8 . Faint traces of second line above bottom 
outer frame line . Several faint scratches at top · 

above top outer frame line. 
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No. 9. Scratch to the right of the right o rna­
ment. Fa int sc ratches above top outer frame 
line . Par t of a second line shows faintly above 

the bottom outer frame line . 

No. 1 1. Faint a!most complete extra line above 
top oute r frame line . Three faint lines above 
bottom outer frame line ; two close to inner 
frame . " C" of " Cents" misshapen due to two 

dashes at the left . 

No. 10 . Scratch to the left of the left orna­
ment. Ve ry faint al most complete second line 
above top oute r frame line. Faint scratches 
above bottom oute r frame line. (Note upward 

curve. ) 

No. 12. Fa int lines above the bottom outer 
frame line; one is very close to inner frame line. 
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No. 13. Small dot above Washington 's right 
shoulder near inner oval line. Faint diagonal 
scratch near top outer frame line. Faint line 

in lower left . 

No . 15 . Lack of shading in bottom of right 
lapel of coat. Part of a second line shows 

faintl y above top outer frame line . 

No. 14. Diagonal sc ratch above the " E" of 
" Despatch" . Faint traces of second line above 

top ou te r frame line. 

No . 16. Four dots in the oval to the left of 
Washington's head . Faint scratches above top 

outer frame line . ( Note upward curve.) 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~-
No. 17. Scratch in the margi n to the right of 
t op part of the " T" of " Pos t ". Three fa int 
lines above top outer frame line ; one is very 
cl ose to the line. Faint line below and close 

to bottom inner frame line . 

No. 19. Top and right inner frame lines fail 
to meet at corner leaving it very blank. 

No. 18. Fai nt lines above top outer frame 
line ; one quite close . (This is a very difficult 
position to plate without the outer frame lines 

showing.) 

No . 20 . Small dash between the "H" of 
"Despatch" and the "P" of " Post" . Dot be­
fore the "C" of "Cents" . Dashes above and 
below the " E" of "Cents" . Dash on shirt front 

about 2 / 3 of the way down. 
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No . 21. Dash of color joi ning the " S" and the 
" P" of " Despatch ''. 

No . 23 . Heavy spot of color to left of left outer 
frame line . Top in,..,er frame line badly broken . 
Faint scratch well above top outer frame line. 
Fa int curved scratch in lower left corner below 
bottom line. Faint scratch at upper right . 
Faint dash be low inner line in bottom left 

corner . 

No. 22 . Heavy spot of co lo r in the margin to 
the right of the right ornament. Faint scratches 
in lowe r right corner below bot tom outer 

frame line . 

No. 24 . Pronounced dot above Washington's 
left eye. Lack of shading in bottom of right 

lapel of coat. Faint sc ratch at upper left . 
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No . 25 . Faint horizontal ~cratch to the left of 
the right oute r frame line almost level with 

the top inner frame line. 

No. 27 . Two small do ts on top inner frame 
line, one above the " E" and one above the 
" S" of " Despatch ". Faint curved scratch at 
upper right . Outer right frame line broken 
towards the top. Great lack of shading in 

bottom of right lapel of coat. 

No. 26. Fa int scratch at upper right. Faint 
line bel ow and fa irl y c 'ose to the bottom inner 

frame line. 

No. 28 . Fa int almost vertical scratch at top 
right between inner and outer frame lines. 
Faint horizontal scratch below and fairly close 
to the bottom inner frame line . Faint curved 
scratches in both upper corners . Both left and 
right outer frame lines broken towards the top. 
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U .S. CITY DESPATCH PosT 1842- 50 
No. 29. Fa int curved scratches at both upper 
corners. Gu ide dot above "Despatch" ex­
tremel y fa int . ( May not show at all on some 

copies .) 

No . 31 . Faint curved scratch at lower left cor­
ner . Another faint scratch bel ow the triple 
guide dots. And another more faint between 
the second and third of the triple guide dots. 

No . 30. Small curved sc ra tch exten di n ~ from 
the shoulder line across into the ri ght side 
ornament . Fa int curved scratch a t uppe r left 
corner. Curved scra tch from Wash ' ngton' s left 

shoulder down into the l<i pe l. 

No. 32. Diagonal dash before the " T" of 
" Three". Faint long scratch below the bot­
tom inner fra me line under the word " Three" . 
Faint scratch in lowe r righ t corner . Fa int 
ho rizontal sc ratch well above top outer fram e 

line. 
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U.S. CITY DESPATCH PosT 1842-50 
No. 33. Heavy dot on bottom of the shirt front. 
Faint curved I :nes in upper right and lower left 
corners. Faint horizontal scratch at the bot­
tom between the two guide dots. Outer right 

fram e line broken towards the top . 

No. 35. Top inner frame line more complete 
than normal. Faint scratches in upper corners. 
The " Es" of " Three" are joined at the top . 

No. 34. Guide dot a lmost touching top inner 
frame line. Faint scra tches at upper left and 
upper r ight corners. Faint horizontal scratch 
well above top outer frame line. Left outer 

frame line broken towards the top. 

No. 36. Faint scratch between the last " E" of 
"Three" and the "C" of " Cents". Extra dot 
just to the right of the top inner frame line . 
Extra dot to the left and a little above the 
top inner frame line. Faint curved scratch at 

upper left . 
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u. S. CITY DESPATCH POST 1842-50 
No . 37. Fa int scratch I: el ow the tr iple guide 
dots and between dots 2 & 3. Faint scratches 
in upper left corner . Faint scratch to left of 
the top inner frame line : I ike an extension of 
the line. (With a very large sheet ·margin at 
the bottom the large scratch will show. See 
Figure " A".) Note bottom outer line appears 

to be tr ipled on the right side . 

No . 39 . Faint scratch between the top guide 
dots. Part of the large scratch will show below 
the bottom outer frame line . Outer right 

frame line broken towards the bottom . 

No . 38. Large dot befo re the " C" of " Cents". 
(Do not confu se with Pos it ion No. 2 0 ) . (W it.h 
a large sheet margin at the bottom the large 

scratch w ill show . See Figure " A" . ) 

No. 4 0 . The large scratch compl e te ly crosses 
the bottom portion of the stamp. Very faint 
scratch at upper right corner . Both left and 
right outer frame lines broken towards bottom . 
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U.S. C1Tv DESPATCH PosT 1842-50 
--------------
No. 4 1. Continuati on of large scratch ending 
in the " S" of "Cents". Both side outer frame 

lines broken. 
--------
PHILAT E LIC LITERATURE 

Over th e years, th e COLLECTORS CLUB has published numerous 
H andbooks relating to almost every field of philately. Some have been 
sold out long ago, now only being obtainable at an auction sale at prices 
far above th eir original selling price. 

A complete list of all our Handbooks still available can be found on 
th e Inside Back Cover. A recent check showed that the supply of some 
is dwindling fast, and they will be out of stock soon, not to be reprinted. 
Better order what you wish now. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, 
No. 42. Small dash above "T" and " C" of 
"Despatch". (Thi s appears in most positions 
but is much more pronounced on thi s stamp.) 
Left cute r frame line broken . Small dot above 
the " S" of "Cents" between the inner oval 

and the right side ornament. 

FRANK S. LEVI , Jr. bears a name well-known 
to many old -time phil atelists in America. His 
fatl-:er , th e late Frank S. L evi, star ted him as 
a co ll ecto r when a boy of six. The L evi 
fam ily is one of the exceptions to the rule of 
philately abo ut inheritance beca use th e re is a 
Frank Ill , aged ten, who is av idly coll ecting 
·British Coloni als. 

The autho r of the above plating study is 
quite a hobbyi st. H e r aises t ropica l fish, 
breeds Irish sette rs, plays tenni s, has a small 
U. S. coin collection, owns an extensive li ­
brary on the U. S. avy and helps Mrs. Levi 
ga rden and raise orch ids . As for stamp col­
lecting, until his father's death in 1950, 
Frank, Jr. leaned heavily upon his senior. As 
a boy, he owned a worldwide collection, th en 
went into 19th century issues, from this to 
mint British Co loni a ls, followed by blocks of 
U. S. and finally into early U. S. issues. Then 
th e philatelic bug really bit. Now Mr. Levi 
is trying to pl ate the 10-cent 1855 hoping to 
ca rry on whe re schol a r, S. B. A shbrook, 
lef t off. 

This ar ticl e on th e plating of th e three-cent 
C ity Dispatch ma rks the evoluti on of a st amp 
collector, who commenced , as a boy, playing 
with stamps, went th ro ugh th e various ele­
mentary schoo ls of philately, th en on to col­
lege. l'\ow he has earned his Mas ter's de­
gree in philately. This incidentally, marks 
l\II r. Levi's first a ttempt as a philatelic auth or . 
Up to now, he collected for hi s own enjoy­
ment, neve r hav ing exhibited. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
Catalogue des Cachets des Courriers-Con­
voyeurs (Fran ce, A lgerie et Tunisie) de 
l' origine a 1900, L es B oites, L es Mobiles, L es 
Cach ets de Gares. By Dr. Carroll Chase. 
P a ris, 1954, Editions E. H. de Beaufond. 
P aper, 126 pp. 

At first sight the usefu ln ess of thi s work 
seems fa r from obvious to anyone not deeply 
versed in French philately. Quite the con­
trary is the real case. French Railw ay Post 
Office se rvice h as a dual na ture, and only 
one portion of it has been covered by ade­
qu a te h andbooks, adequate lists of the post­
marks, their dates and their significance. Dr. 
Chase himself, as co-author with Mr. 
de Beaufond , gave us a handbook or list in 
thi s field in 1951 , reviewed in this maga­
zine. It supe rseded all previous works. 

But, right up to our own days, a ce rtain 
number of apparent R . P. 0. postmark,; of 
France fail to be found in th e lis ts, o r show 
aberrant datin g or insc ription. The nature 
of th ese items has been far from easy to de­
termin e, for most of us. Now th e man to 
whom such inquiries h ave for yea rs Deen re­
ferred, puts his know ledge on permanent 
reco rd . 

F rance has had, in addi tion to regular 
R. P . 0. se rvice, th e same sort of se rvice as 
we used to have in this co untry under the 
titl e of " Rou te Agents." But wh il e ou r 
route agents were discontinued , France ap­
pears to co ntinue this type of service on minor 
or branch lines to this day. The French 
"Courrier-Convoyeur" handl es closed pouch 
mai l, picks up mail fr om dockside or rail­
road sta tion boxes, rece ives for handling las t­
minute "late mail" from offices along the 
route-and has his own postmarking device 
for all mail picked up, even as did hi s 
American equ ivalent previous to I 880. 

But th e French route agents' ma rks are 
not readily distinguished fr om regular 
R. P. 0. ma rks, nor in early cases from town 
postmarks, by any but th e more skilled col­
lectors of French postal materi al. A book such 
as this was need ed, to provide the required 
information, particularly in the form of cl ass i-
THE COL
fied and indexed listings by which puzzling 
items might be id entifi ed . Now, between th e 
1951 R. P. 0. book and this, no collector 
need be confused o r stray into error. 

The "Movable Box" ("Boite Mobile") is 
another cha racte ristic French usage w ith its 
special postmarking, w hich has caused much 
puzzlement. Dr. Ch ase brings this usage 
into order, explaining it as well as reporting 
all the marks. 

R ailroad Station postm arks, of which cer­
tain P a ris ones a re familiar to most col­
lecto rs, likewise a re subject to confusion. 
Some a re genuine T ermin al R . P . O .'s; oth­
e rs seem to be only branch offices at r ai lroad 
st ations; oth e r usages also exist. Dr. Chase 
brings this m ateri al into order, th ough he 
has not been abl e in many cases to discover 
th e exact type of se rvice involved. 

In short , this book gives us an adequ ate 
list , and for the most part a sufficient classi­
fi cation, of everything that might be confu sed 
with a regul a r R . P. 0. cancellation or post­
mark of France, Tunis and Algeri a. 

This review is based fundam entally on 
using the book for some few weeks on th e 
reviewe r 's materi al which had been confu sing 
or unidentified , in his own T ype Sage col­
lection. On that basis, the rating can be: 
a useful book , wholly adequ ate in its list ings, 
and wri tten with lucid ity. As with th e 
previous listings by Dr. Chase, one must pay 
attention to hi s statements as to how to use 
th e t ables. They are not intend ed to be self­
expla ining; full explanations of their use a re 
includ ed. 

Without go ing into treatment at such 
length th at space beyond reason \\"ould be 
needed, it is d ifficu lt to do justice to thi s 
work. H owever, th e repo rt of its scope, plus 
th e fact th at it is done in the usual Dr. 
Chase manner, w ith th at combin ation of re­
porting fully what is known and definite in ­
terpretation which is characteristic. shoul d 
suffice to indicate what se rvice it can rend er. 

The remarkable type of postmark used 
from 1866 to about 1880, with town name at 
top and Route Agent designation in the cen­
ter , for this service, is a major source of 
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confusion to collectors. W e mention this in 
closing, because it is on this particul a r group 
th at this book most strikingly brings order 
out of prev ious confusion. (S. G. R.) 

So uvenir A lbu m I ssued by th e Indian Posts 

and T elegraphs D epart men t on the occasion 

of th e Indi an P ostage Stamp C enten ary, 1st. 

October, 195+. O btainable from th e Indi an 

P osts and T elegr aphs D epartment, ew 

D elh i, India, fo r R s.25/. (Approx. $3.00). 

T his attrac tive volume h as been published 
as a pa rt of the prog r am fo r th e centenary cele­
bration of th e fi rst Indian post age st amp. 
It was prepared and printed by th e r as ik 
Security Press of th e Gove rnm ent of Indi a 
by the photog ravu re process. There are 
twenty fo ur pl ates w ith facs imile st amps 
showing all designs and denomin at ions issued 
from O ctober 1, 1854 to O ctober, 1954. The 
facsi mile st amps a re very beautifully repro­
duced in th e true colors in which th ey w ere 
issued , refl ec ting g reat cred it on th e produce rs 
of this volume. A short hi sto ry of th e stamps 
is o rinted as tex t in eight pages fo ll owing th e 
color plates. This text was prepared bv M r . 
N . D. Cooper , Vice-Pres ident of th e Phil a­
tel ic Society of India, which is th e old est and 
most respected ph ilatelic g roup in India. 

The all-um is a fi ne prod ucti on. It is my 
relief that India is th e firs t count ry in th e 
world to have produced such a rep resentat ive 
re~o r d of the st amps issued dur in g its phil a­
te lic his torv. India has set a st andard of 
excellence here that w ill be very ha rd to 
match. T he produce rs of thi s albu m are to 
be complime nted for usi ng restra int in the 
prepa ration of the color plates . As th ey ap­
pea r, it is imposs ible fo r the st amps to be 
cu t ou t of the pages and passed off upon th e 
un suspectin g as the ge nui ne a r ticle because 
of th e moire backgroun d which surrounds 
th em. A n examin ation unde r magnification 
also shows up tr aces of th e photogravu re 
sc reen. So phil a telists should not fea r th e 
misuse of th ese pl a tes. 

W e recommend th at all Indi an collector s 
acquire thi s album as an outstanding example 
of w hat a w ise Gove rnment can produce to 
aid phil a telists. ( H. D. S. H. ) 
T HE COLLECTORS CLU B P HILATE LIST, VOL. XXXIV, 
Topical Tim e, magazine of the American 

Topical A ssocia tion. D oct ors Philatelic by 

O sca r Gottfried. 96pp. P aper cover. Pub­

lished by th e American Physician, Inc. Price 

$s .oo. Birds on S tam ps, A . T. A. H andbook 

No. 1 o . 35pp. P aper cover. Price $ r.oo. 

The above three pamphlets all on topical 
co llecting came to us for review w ithin a 
short space of time. They are grouped be­
cause all th ree can be viewed f rom ;i phil a­
t elic point of view, allow ing us to express 
some general opinions held on this fi eld of 
th e hobby. O ur ideas a re ex pressed fr ankly. 
They a re not intend ed to hurt, to d iscour age 
nor to mock. L et no one impugn a mot ive 
that this critic ism is th at of a sm ug perlantic 
castiga ting a less mature branch of philately. 
Th e top ical collector has been bewildered and 
hurt. H e fee ls fru strated believing th at 
many r efu se to admit him into ou r r anks. 
W e bri stle at any fo rm of disc rimin ati on. 
E very fi eld of st amp collecting belongs w ithin 
phil a tely. And w e shall strive to h ave the 
topicalist accep ted . H owever, this demands 
th a t all topicali sts be st amp collectors first 
and for emos t. And this is wh ere th e m a­
jo rity of top icalist s fa il and w hy th ey face 
d ifficulti es of th eir own doing. 

When one speaks of phil atelic kn owledge, 
th at does not signi fy resea rch. It means a 
bas ic und erst anding of st amp coll ecting. 
Usi ng th ese three publications as examples, 
we shall cite specific instances of a lack of 
phil atelic knowledge . 

F irs t of all , there is th e st amp itself. A 
good co llecto r does not go fo r any so rt of 
copy . His enthusiasm fo r collecting cre ates 
w ithin hi m a sense of app reciation. But 
wh at do most top ical coll ecto rs do? Time 
and tim e agai n, as ill us tra ted in th e above 
wo rks, undesirable copies of common stamps 
are shown . Th is defies th e basic ru le of 
phil ately. There is no r eason whatsoeve r to 
show th e design of a stamp on a common 
mode rn U nited Sta tes o r fo reign st amp by a 
heavi ly cancell ed , off -cente r copy. In fac t , 
when a topica l collecto r needs an in expensive 
st am p, cancelled copies shoul d be avoided. 
One can excuse cancell ations on stamps in 
a top ical collection only w hen an unused 
copy is difficult to secure. 
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The second requirement for appreciation 
of philately is th at a collector must evidence 
some understanding of ou r lite:-at11re. What 
matter how le arn ed one 1s in med icin e, 
as tronomy, ornithology or all th e many 
th emes conn ected with postage st amps, if th e 
rudiments of philately are not learned! But 
to miscall th e ea rly United States P ostm as ter 
Provisionals " P ostm as ter Provincials", or to 
state th at ou r Local P os ts' st amps were sanc­
tioned by our gove rnm ent displays a lack of 
philatelic knowledge. Other simil a r errors 
about philately could be cited to illu str ate 
this point. 

The third r equirement of an enthusiastic 
collector is th e ability to discriminate between 
bon a-fide philately and its imitations. In th e 
anxiety to illustrate as copiously as poss ibl e, 
ca re must be exe rcised to omit reproductions 
of bogus st amps, reprints and fake cancell a­
tions. Our eyes spotted 17 illustrations in 
this latter class in th e above literature. This 
is anoth er in st ance of lack of philatelic 
knowledge. 

And finally it is our op inion, with w hich 
others may t ake issue, that topical st amp col­
lecting must put the emphasis on phil ately. 
For in stance, there is a commemo rat ive 
stamp wi th a crowded design. One insig­
nificant figure relates to the topic. Its no­
tice is fine. But th at is no lice nse to omit 
all the philate lic information :is to the rea­
son for issue, th e date, philatelic facts about 
different watermarks and perforations, men­
tioning only that the motif belongs to a se­
lected topical cat egory and th en givi ng th e 
background sketch of the top ic. W hy neglect 
phil a telv? W e ask this question with prop­
er j ustifica tion . These books a re expensive to 
publish due to th e mass of illustrations need­
ed . " D octors Phil atelic" is priced at $s.oo, 
w hich is comparatively excess ive when com­
pared to oth e r philatelic handbooks cu rrently 
selling at th e same price. They are striving 
to se rve our hobby well , so th ei r effor ts a re 
pr a isewo rthy. But as long as any publicati on 
ca rries th e word " phil atelic" or "stamps" on 
its title page, one h as th e right to demand 
much more philately than th e topical publi­
cations coming to ou r attention h ave so fa r 
shown. (H . M. G.) 
THE COLL
Th e Journal of th e Rossica Society of Rus­
rian Philately Editor, Dr. Grego ry B. Salis­
bury, 49th and L ocust Streets, Philadelphia 
39, P enn a. Mimeographed. 48 pp. P aper 
Cover. 

It is with considerable pleasure plus a bit 
of nostalg ia th at we received the initi al ef­
fo rt of th e R ossica Society of Russian Phi­
lately. Your reviewer was a member of the 
o rigi nal R oss ica Society, and then was active 
in the forma tion of its American successor, 
The Ru ssian American Philatelic Society. 

The new editor is to be praised for his 
en thu siasm which has been the spark of the 
revival of this society for Russian collecto rs. 
We note also th at many of our forme r col­
leagues in Ru ssia n Ph ilately are associated 
with this new venture. 

W e, th erefore, looked for something of 
considerable importance, someth ing to be read 
wi th pleasure. After finishing, we placed th e 
journal down wi th mixed feelings . There 
was a good deal of real philatelic interes t , 
such as some very fi ne a rticl es on stamps and 
postal histo ry of Ru ss ia by Sklarevski, de 
Schramchenk , B. Legky and th e ed ito r. But 
there was also far too many personal matters, 
like remi ni scences of th e past Ru ssian col­
lectors that fo rm ed th e g rea ter part of this 
period ical. These, while interesting to hear 
over a midnight bowl of borscht, can be ques­
t io ned as ou t-of-place in a journal of mature 
philately. If this is to be a magazine of 
record for Russian coll ectors, then personal i­
ties shou ld not occupy so much space. We 
,~ · e r e also g reatly disappointed that th e jour­
nal \\·as produced on a mimeographed ma­
rhine. Photo-offset costs so little more, is 
so infinitely easier on the eyes so that no 
journ al, no matter how lim ited in budget, 
shou ld be mimeographed , par t icularly on both 
sides of the page. It makes for such difficu lt 
reading when th e ink st r ikes th rough w ith 
eaual force from both sides. 

To su m up-when th e ed itor h as ga ined 
more expe ri ence and th e technical problems 
have been overco me, this journal should de­
velop into one of th e finest end eavours in 
th e field of specialized philate lic writing and 
publishing. A sou nd journal, such as this 
pro mi ses to be, is needed. (H. D. S. H.) 
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SOR UTH 

The First Two Issues 

By L. E. DA WSO , F.R.P.S.L. 
Introduction 

Imagine, kind reader, a country which is­
sued its fir st postage stamp in 1864 (and its 
last in 1950), its second issue four years 
later, but whose philatelic existence was un ­
known until 1877, just as its third issue was 
-coming ou t. Even then, it was only the later 
varieties of the second iss ue which came to 
light. Not until I 891 did specimens of the 
1864 issue become known, and along with them 
th e earlier varieties of the 1868 issue . Further­
more , used cop ies of the stamps discove red in 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, 
1877 were practically unknown up to, at 
le as t, 1885-the second issue being represent­
ed on ly by unused blocks and sheets for some 
yea rs. A nd this country was not situated in 
the hea rt of Central Asia or the back-of­
beyond in the Himalayas, no "Shangri-La", 
but was a small , though fairly well-known, 
State lying along the Western coast of India, 
so me 200 miles North-West of Bombay. or 
were its st amps used only upon internal cor­
respondence; they appear upon covers ad­
dressed to Karachi , and handled by three Im­
perial Post offices en route. As if all this 
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SoRUTH's FrRsT IssuEs 
were not strange enough, at least four 
stamps issued by the State are represented by 
s ingle specimens only-a record no other 
country can boast of! 

Here a re a few particula rs about the 
form er F eud atory State of Soruth , or J una­
gadh , as it seems to have been officially called. 
It li es in th e K athiawa r peninsula, which is 
bounded on th e N orth by th e Gulf of Cutch , 
a nd on th e south by th e Gulf of C amb ay. It 
is 3,283 squ are miles in a rea, and its popula­
tion at th e tim e were in use, was about 285,­
QOO. Capital city is Junagadh , or J oon aghur. 

One of th e princip al towns in th e State is 
P atan-Somn ath. Here stood in th e old days 
th e g rea t temple dedic ated to Siva, and a 
famou s pl ace of Hindu pilgrimage. Its sanc­
tity and ·wealth attrac ted th e unwelcome at­
t ention of M ahmud of Ghazni , w ho, on his 
s ixteenth r a id into India in 1025, besieged and 
took th e city, which w as sacked and plun­
dered. Th e sand alwood gates of th e temple 
we re ca rri ed off in triumph , w ith immense 
wealth looted from th e pri es ts and citiz ens. 

W e have no knowledge of th e post al a r­
r ange ments of th e State in th e period in 
which th e fir st two iss ues dealt with here 
we re cu rr ent. In his a rticles on th e st amps 
o f Soruth in Gibbons Stam p Wee kly in 19ro, 
M ajor E dw ard B. Evans quotes from an 
a rticl e on th e " Postal Arrangements in some 
of tr e Na tive States", w hich appeared in th e 
Phila telic J ournal of India in 1906. It was 
s t a ted th a t th e re w ere th en 2 2 St ate post 
offi ces. The H ead P ostm as ter a t J un agadh , 
th e capita l, rece ived 33 rupees pe r mensem, 
a nd the total monthly expenditure on th e P ost 
O ffi ce D epa rtment amounted only to 123 ru­
pees . This rep resented th e cost of th e H ead­
quarter s es t ablishm ent only. App arently, 
th ere w ere no regul a r postm as te rs in th e 
o th er towns and villages ; th e limited post al 
w ork w as o rob ably carried out by munshis * 
111 th e G overnment tehsils * or Police 
thanas,* as part of their duties. The r ate of 
a single letter was 1 ann a of a koree (for a 
qu a rter of tola, or one-tenth of an ounce?) , 

*Editor's No te : These terms, whil e familiar to 
person s who ha ve lived in India, are not known in 
t he United States. Therefore we give a translation 
of them for the benefit of our read ers. 

Mun shi-cl erk ; T ehsil-tax office ; T/1ana-station , 
as ''police station"; Dak-postal service or post; 
/zzat-glory, power, prestige. 
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and the registration fee 5 annas. There was 
also a parcel post. Hence it is evident that 
by 1906, at least, there was a well-organised 
postal service throughout the State. 

Until 1913, when Indian currency was 
adopted , the States' monetary system was 
based on the koree, four of which w ent to 
th e Indi an rupee . The Karee w as divid ed 
into 16 ann as; hence one ann a of a koree w as 
equ al to one Indi an pice, or farthing. The 
r a te for single letters in the Imperi al P ost 
Office w as Y, ann a, or 2 pice. But in th e 
la te six ties and th e seventies of th e las t cen­
tury th e re was, appa rently, only one Imperi al 
post office in th e Sta te, at J un agadh ( P . 0 . 
N o. 304 in th e Bombay circle of the Ind ian 
Post Office D epartment). When M ajor 
Evans wrote hi s a rticl e a ll th e princip al towns 
and villages had Imperi al post offices, ye t the 
Sta te post al se rvice continued to be used ex­
tensively fo r inte rn al co rrespondence beca use 
of its cheapness. A letter addressed to any 
place in British India had to bea r th e appro­
pri a te Indi an st amp as well. If not so 
st amped, th e letter w as charged " postage 
du e", at doubl e th e amount of th e defi cient 
postage. 

Anoth er reaso n fo r th e continuance of th e 
State post al sys tem (as in other F eud atory 
States), wh en its necess ity had lapsed with 
th e ex tension of th e network of th e Imperi al 
pos t offi ces to eve ry pl ace of any importance, 
was th e pride th e ruling Prince took in hav­
in g his ve ry own postal se rvice; as th e P. J. I. 
a rticl e put it ; " lunagad-A s rega rds th e 
J un agad State, th ere a re Impe ri al post 
offices a t all th e places, (except at N avagad 
and Sesan ) where th ere a re State post offices. 
Eh or-Though th e N awab of J un agad and 
th e Chief of Bhor h ave no objection to th e 
opening of Imperi al post offices and lines in 
th eir Sta tes , th ey are unwillin g to abolish 
their Sta te dak s * and st amps. The Govern­
ment of Bomb ay is also unwilling to bring 
pressure to bea r on these chiefs to accept 
post al unity" . 

The State P ost office w as a symbol of 
sovereignty and iz zat.* 

Major Evans' G. S. W. articles dealt, as 
fully as was possible at the time, with the 
1864 and 1868 issues, as well as with the 
subsequent issues . Students of Indi an States 
stamps owe a very great debt of gratitude 
to Major Evans for his extremely compre-
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So R UT H 's F rR sT I ssuEs 
hensive and accura te a rticles on all the olde r 
Fe uda tories. T hey for m th e fo undation of 
all subsequent research into th ese st amps. 
As rega rds th e second issue of Soruth , he 
illustra ted and described the t wenty va rieties 
on the sheets, and he noted th e d iffe rent set­
tings of th e two valu es that appea red du ri ng 
the nin e years they we re curren t. 
T H E COLLECTORS CLU B PH I LATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, 
Un th e fo unda tion laid by Majo r Evans, 
and durin g th e co urse of some thirty years, 
Lt. Colonel George S. F. Napie r g reatly ex­
tended our knowledge of th ese primitive 
st amps. His ar t icle entitled "Notes on th e 
Ea rly I ssues of So ruth '', in the October 1927 
number of th e Philatelic J ournal of I ndia, 
was th e second land-mark in the study of 
Fig. l . First Issue, 1864 . The " Seal " stamp . Two copies on rough wh ite wove paper. 
Single on grey laid . Two covers, with single and pair, on azure la id paper. 
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SoRUTH's FIRST IssuEs 
th ese st amps. Howeve r, through lack of 
sufficient material, he a rrived at some er­
roneous conclusions. These have now been 
sorted out, and the writer believes that the 
printings of th e second issue as se t out be­
low are at las t cor rect, th ough the reader 
THE CO
will realise that there still rem ain some 
problems to be solved. Col. Napier supplied 
some additional valuable information in let­
ters to the writer in 1935 and 1939, and al­
lowed him to study his collection, and t ake 
notes therefrom. 
First Issue, 1864 

( i) l ann a; black on white pelure paper. 
( ii ) I anna; black on rough whi te wove pape r. 

(i ii ) l ann a; black on grey wove paper. 
(iv) I ann a; bl ack on grey, vertically laid paper. 
(v) I anna; bl ack on sof t azu re, ve rtically laid paper. 

(vi ) I an na; black on stou t azu re, ver tically or 
horizontally, laid pape r. 
One value. Handstamped from a single 
die in black water-colour, on various papers. 

The date of issue of this stamp is problem­
atical. I 864 may be too ea rly by at least one 
yea r, as the date in th e las t of the three rows 
of inscriptions is 1921 of the Hindu Samvat 
Era, cor responding to A. D. 1864-65. 

The die was probably made of brass, en­
graved by a local seal-engraver. H ence, we 
may refer to it as the "seal" st amp. The 
impression is always more or less ind is tinct . 
The three rows of inscriptions re ad , in trans­
l iteration:-

SAURAS HTRA - DAKSA - 1921 

The stamp was fi rst chronicled and illus­
trated in a German phil atelic pape r ea rly in 
1891. l\!Iajor Evans sen t Col. Napier, th en 
a sub altern stationed at Ferozepore in th e 
Punj ab, a cu tting from th e paper, and asked 
him to find ou t all he cou ld abou t the stamp. 
Lt. Napier got into cor respond ence with an 
Indi an gentleman in J un agad h, and offe red 
ten ru pees fo r each copy he was sent. In his 
own words; he was " let in for seve r al hun­
dred rupees; a se rious matter in those days!" 

From the same co rrespondent he received 
the first copies of the I ann a on pink wove 
paper of the se:ond issue- but of this later 
on. Col. Napie r became from th enceforth an 
enthusiastic collector and student of these 
stamps, and , to quote him again, he had 
" practically swept the market" by the time 
Mr. W . Dorning-Beckton started to collect 
Soruth. " I had all the cre am of the Evans 
L

coll ection from Gibbons ; also the pick of the 
Ferrari ' '. 

Whatever paper was avail able in J un agadh 
at th e tim e was used , but the commonest 
found is (vi), the stout azure laid paper. 
Of ( i) , the white pelure paper, only one 
copy, on a piece of th e origin al letter-sheet , 
is know n. There were five copies of (ii), 
th e rough white wove paper, in the Ferrari 
sale. Col. Nap ier knew of only two copies 
of ( ii i). Another great rarity is (iv). 

U nused specimens are excessively r are. 
Canrell ation was effected by pen and ink, in 
the form of crossed lines or wriggly scrawls. 

overs addressed to places in Briti sh India 
alone bear dated postmarks. The ea rliest 
date seen by th e wri ter is 18th April I867, 
and the latest 8th July, l 868. The Imperi al 
post offices marks fou nd are (all impressed 
in bl ack):-

( i) Joonaghur, for ming an a rc of a circle; 
( ii) Jaitpoor , around a ci rcle; (iii) R ajkote, 
in a semi-ci rcle , inside a hex agon ; ( iv) R aj­
kote, in a straight line across a hexagon ; 
(v) Ahmedabed, around a circle; (vi) Ahme­
dabad, in a straigh t line across a hexagon; 
(vii) Kurrachee, aro un d a circle. 

L etters from J unagadh ( th en spelt J oona­
ghur) took from five to seven days to reach 
K arachi (Kurrachee), passing through, and 
receiving transit m arkings at J aitpoor and 
Rajkote ; sometimes at Ahmed abad also, or 
at Ahmedab ad and not Rajkote. 

The "seal" was used to cancel the second 
issue towards the end of the currency of the 
latter. Specimens are not very uncommon, 
but a good impression is rarely found. 
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SoRUTH's Fr RsT Iss uEs 
(ii_) 

Fig . 2 . Second Issue, 1868. Ear li est Printings. CNE ANNA Ii) Black on white wove 
paper; Gujrat i lettering. (ii) Red on deep blue wove paper. I iii ) Bl ack on white wove 
paper; same t ype as (ii). ( iv) Red on green wove paper. (v) TWO ANNAS; black on 
yellow wove paper . (va ) ONE ANNA; black on pink wove paper ; same type as (v). 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST. VOL. XXXIV, NO. II 



So R UT H 's FIR ST I ssuEs 
- --------
Second Issue, 1868 
Experimental Printings 

O ne valu e. T ype-se t design . 

( i ) 1 ann a, bl ack on rough white wove paper . 
Inscribed in Gujrati char acters. 

(i i ) 1 ann a, r ed on thin blue wove pape r. In sc ribed 
in agr i charac ters (as all th e fo ll owing stamps) . 

( iii ) 1 ann a, black on rough w hite wove paper. 
( iv ) I ann a, red on thin g reen wove pape r. 
The design was type-se t, and consist s of 
three rows of lette ring insid e fr ame lines. 
The second row is fl anked by two rose tte 
orn aments. With th e exception of ( i) above, 
th e in scripti ons are all in N agri char ac ters. 
They read as follows, in tr anslite ration ; 
SAU RA SHTRA - POST - KO 1 A N O , 
or "Saur ashtra P ost, I ann a of a koree". The 
stamps dealt w ith in th e next two chapters 
we re printed in sheets of 20 stamps, fi ve rows 
of fo ur, w ith a long sheet in sc ription in Guj­
ra ti along th e top or at the bottom, but as 
these fo ur st amps a re known by single 
copies only, it cannot be said of w hat size 
th eir shee ts we re: 

It wo uld appear th at w hen it was de-
THE COLL
cided to repl ace th e very pnm1t1ve and un­
satisfactory "seal" st amp w ith a type-set pro­
ducti on, th ere was considerable doubt wh ether 
Guj ra ti or N agri lette ring should be used 
( th e fo rmer is norm ally used in this part of 
Indi a; K athi awa r and th e adj acent districts 
on th e mainl and being known as G uj rat ), 
in what color of ink th e st amps should be 
printed, and on w hat kind of paper. H ence, 
we may descr ibe th ese four stamps as coming 
f rom ve ry limited "Experimental Printings". 
Eventu ally, bl ack on pink wove paper was 
decid ed upon, and these st amps are dealt 
w ith in th e next chapter . 

T aking th e four "Experimental Printings" 
one by one, we have:-
( i) I anna, black 0 11 rough w hite wove paper. Gu jrati lettering. 
The only known copy is a SE co rn er st amp, 
on cove r. As all other type-se t stamps a re 
inscribed in agri , it is concl uded th at this 
r epresents th e earlies t printing of all. 

The stamp w as desc ribed in G ibbons' 
" M onthly J ourn al" on page 193 of Vol. IV 
( 1893-94 ), and was admitted to th e P a rt I 

catalogue as N o. IO. After a lapse of yea rs, 
as all track of it had been lost , G ibbons, ap­
parently, concluded th at it did not exist (o r 
was a forge ry ) , and omitted it in th e 1926 
catalogue. In th e las t Fe r rari sale, how­
eve r , the cover turned up, and was acqu ired 
by Col. Napie r. It has been reinsta ted in 
the 1955 catalogue. 

In th e. Napier album we re two lette rs, one 
from th e well-known dealer , th e la te Mr. 
W. T. Wilson, to Col. Napie r , dated August 
28th , 1926, and th e oth er, an enclosure there­
in , from Major Evans to Wilson. 

M r. W ilson wro te: " I see no reason to 
doubt it, and am convinced it is quite good . 
M y co rrespond ent could never procure me 
more of th e So ruth . H e was half a collector 
himself , and presum ably w hat he sent me 
was his collection of So ruth . . . Curiously 
enough, our co rrespondence ceased ; I could 
ge t no reply fro m him, and about this period 
th ere was an ep id emic in Bombay, and I 
came to th e concl usion th at he died" . 

M r. Wilson gave th e fo llowing in fo rma­
t ion about thi s cove r. "This is th e So ruth 
I so ld to Mr. Ferr ari in 1894. I bought it 
f rom K. A. C hin ai, Bombay, 26.1.94. The 
red ink desc ription on cove r is in C hin ai's 
w rit ing-th e "T op" is in my w riting-th e 
"Moens 1894" has been added af terwards, 
probably by M r. Mahe". 

Majo r Evans' letter to M r. Wilson is 
dated A pril 4, 1894. H e wri tes :-"Very 
many thanks fo r th e sight of the So ruth . 
I see no reason fo r do ubting its genuineness, 
except, of co urse, th e general reason one has 
fo r looking on all fi nds w ith some suspicion ! 
It looks r ight enough and, as I da resay you 
have noticed, it is printed in simil ar type to 
th a t employed in th e lowe r ma rgins of th e 
known sheets, w hich is pe rh aps in its favou r" . 
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SoRUTH's FIRST lss uE s 
(ii) I anna, red on thin blue wove paper. Nagri lettering. 
Only copy known. On complete cove r, with 
an East Indi a, 0 anna st amp. The latter 
was cancelled at the Bombay G . P. 0., wi th 
the type 9 duplex cancellation. The lef t half 
bears th e date Au 2 68. There is also the 
J oonaghur ar rival m ark, in red, with the 
da te Au 4 68. The Soruth stamp is can­
celled w ith a smudge of ink. Apparently, 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH I LATEL IST, VOL. XXX IV,
the cove r originated from Bombay, and the 
Soruth st amp w as added on a rrival at J una­
gad h, to ca rry the letter to th e addressee, 
somewhere out in th e country. Now rein­
stated in th e I955 catalogue, after 30 year s' 
absence. 

The st amp reproduces very badly, but it 
so happens th at its details agree exactly with : 
( iii ) I anna, black Oil ro ugh w hite wove paper. Nagri letterillg. 
The stamp is on a small piece of pape r , and 
is cancelled w ith a number of dots arranged 
in a circle, wh ich is the earliest form of 
" killer" . This has never been m the cat a­
logue. and still remains outside it. It is an 
 

entirely new d iscovery in th e Napier col­
lection, and nothing is known of its past his­
tory. Eithe r it and the red on blue st amp 
a re both genuine, or both counterfeits! The 
w riter is convinced of th eir genuineness. 
( iv ) I anna, red 011 th ill green wove paper. N agri lettering. 
O nly copy known. Attached to a co rne r 
of a large folded letter sheet, and cancelled 
with a smudge of ink. 

This stamp was received by Col. Napie r in 
189 1, along wi th the first copies of the pink 
wove stamps. About it he wrote :-"I of­
fered a bigger price fo r more of this, and 
was urgently begged to let P. see it again. 
N

This I neve r did , luckily . .. The green 
st amp turned up long before any attempt was 
m ade to imitate them, and repeated efforts 
were made to ge t me to let J un agadh see it, 
presumably in o rd er to copy". 

Napier sold th e stamp , through the late 
Mr. C. J. Phillips, to Fer rari for a large 
sum. He bought it back at th e Ferrari sale. 
Second Issue, 1868 (con tinued) 

The First Defi nit ive Pri nt ings 

Two valu es . Printed in shee ts of 20 stamps . Nagri lettering. 

A. with "accents" over the firs t lette rs in the top and bottom inscriptions. 
( i) I anna, black on thin pink wove paper. 

(ii) 2 ann as, bl ack on th in yel low wove paper. 

B. wi th "accents" ove r the second letters in the top and bottom inscriptions. 
( iii ) 1 ann a, black en thin pink wove paper. 

(i) I allna, black Oil thin pink wo·ve paper. Typ e A. 
After experimenting wi th va rious inks and 
papers, a pink wove paper was adop ted, print­
·ed on in black, for th e I ann a, and a new 
va lue was added, a 2 annas, fo r w hich a yel­
low wove paper was used. The fi r st pink 
wove stamps were received by Col. N aµ ier in 
1891 , th ough issued du rin g 1868-69! 

In his 1927 P. J. I. a rticl e, Col. Napier 
pointed ou t th at th e I ann a on pink wove 
-could be fo un d in two st ates, with th e "ac­
·cents" over the fi rst o r th e second cha racter s, 
respec tively. in the top and bottom inscrip-
tions. The " Experimental Printings" are all 
in the first state, and the subsequent r ann a, 
bl ack on azure laid , and red on white la id , 
and 4 ann as, black on w hite la id , a re all in 
th e second st a te. This distinction has been 
made in the 1955 cat alogue, and is an im­
port ant one. 

Major Evans pointed out in I9IO th at , 
though slight a lterations had to be car r ied 
out eve ry time it was necessa ry to change th e 
pl ate from printing I ann a to printing 4 ann as 
sheets, and back aga in for I ann a st amps, ye t 
O. II 85 



SoRUTH ' s F1RST Iss uEs 
--- ----- ·----- -----------------------------
th e "fo rme" of the pl ate was never broken 
up , and remai ned unchanged from the 1 ann a 
on pink wove ( type B, of co urse-Major 
Evans had not recognise <l type A sepa rately) , 
througho ut a ll subsequent pri ntings to 1877. 
As th e twenty units in th e pl ate we re set up 
86 THE CO
from type, there were, consequen tly, as many 
varieties on each sheet , and th ese can easi ly 
be distingui shed . 

Col. Napie r claimed to have reconstructed 
th e shee t of th e 1 ann a on pink wove, type A , 
ye t how he did so th e writer could never 
,.."': ;-.~f·~ . . ~u 

.~,, x ... 

'1... f; J ! ~ 
~~~:jt. "'\~ ~~ "' 
I~~~-~..--

ll(h), 
:to. 

8(i). 

I·l!J. 

= B(!J) . 

.I· :20. 
= B (ii). 

Fig. 3. 1868. ONE ANNA; black on pink wove paper. Two unused singles T ype A . 
Used single, Setting B ( i ) . A ( ii ) 20, and B (ii) 19 and B ( ii ) 20 for comparison of sheet 
inscriptions. All on covers. 
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make out. Probably, what he did was to so rt 
out 20 different varieties, and put them to­
gether in 5 rows of 4, in quite a haphazard 
way. H e noted in his P. J. I. paper that 
th e type A sheets h ad the margin al inscrip­
tion at t11e top of the shee t, as shown by 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, 
specimens from th e top and bottom rows, 
with , fortunately, th e complete margin at­
tached , whereas all type B printings have it 
at the foot. 

In 1939, howeve r , th e writer obtained' 
two cop ies of a type A st amp, one of which 
/l(i) ~ Top fine . 

;:/ (i) Botl:om //n~. 

Fig . 4 . ONE ANNA; black on pink wove paper. Examples of setting A ( i), with top and 
bottom sheet margins. 
NO. II 
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had the bottom ma rgin attached , with the 
end of the sheet in sc ription , showing th at it 
was 1 o. 20 m a sheet from a second setting 
of type A. The qu es tion th en a rose-did 
this second settin g differ from the first 
merely by hav in g th e sheet in scription trans-
88 THE CO
ferred to the bottom, or was a fresh set-up 
of the "fo rme" used for it? Examining all 
the stamps both in his own collection and in 
Col. N apiers ', the writer found more than 
thirty, apparently , different types, indicating 
th at an entirely new settin g had been made. 
/f'osette..~ 

Fig. 5. ONE ANNA. Comparison of pink wove stamps with azure laid stamps, showing 
same frame lines and rosettes. 
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Fig. 6. ONE ANNA; black on pink wove paper. Four covers, showing various lmper:al 
Post transit and delivery marks; also l ANNA (postage due). 
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Wh at had happened must h ave been:-
The " form e" w as dismantled after a num­

ber of sheets of th e first se tting h ad been 
printed. When more 1 ann a st amps we re 
required, it was re-assembled, though, of 
course, in an entirely diffe rent o rd er, the 
sheet in sc ri ption pl aced a t th e bottom, and 
a fresh stock of shee ts prepared. 

Anoth er ques tion th a t an ses is- we re the 
" E xperimental" st amps printed from th e 
90 TH E COL
fir st setting of the pink wove stamps? The 
w rite r I- as been unable to find any one of th e 
latte r whose detail s fit in w ith any of th e 
" Expe rimental" st amps. So it appea rs th at 
th ese we re printed from a diffe rent set-up , 
o r se t-u ps, of th e " form e'', w hich had then 
been broken up and reset fo r th e fi rst pink 
,,-ave st amps. 

T hese two se ttings of th e 1 ann a will be 
refe r red to as A ( i ) and A ( ii ). 
( ii ) 2 annas, black on thin yellow wove paper. 
To print off shee ts of th is value th e num­
eral 1 in th e bottom inscription was ch anged 
to a 2 and th e accent r emoved from ove r the 
last word , thus converting th e singul ar A N O 
into th e plural A N A. In th e N apier col­
lecti on we re t wo copies of this stamp on 
covers, one with a la rge piece out of it. 

The cover illu strated shows th e perfect 
copy. It was acquired by Col. Napier at 
th e 14th Fe rrari sale. The East Indi a 0 
ann a stamp bea rs th e J oonaghur P. 0 . can­
cell ation ( 1 o. 304, Bomb ay C ircle; R enouf 
type 4). There a re two bl ack tri angul a r 
Imperi al P ost Office transit markings, read­
ing, r espectively, J oonaghur- 12-7- 1869, and 
J aitpoo r- 14-7-69. The st amp is just tied 
to th e cover by an in distinct r ed circul a r post­
ma rk , reading, appa rently, J oonaghur, 12 J y 
69. The fi rst 1 ann a, type A , cover kn own 
to th e w rite r is da ted 8th Octobe r 1868, and 
th e las t 9th A pril 1869. The first type B 
cover is dated 25th J anu a ry, 1869. It would 
seem, th erefo re, th at th e 2 ann as we re printed 
after a ll th e A ( ii ) 1 ann a had been pre-
L

pa red ; afte r which th e " fo rm e" was again 
dismantl ed. 

With this cove r 1s ill us tr ated an unused 
( ?) 1 ann a, pink wove st amp which "plates" 
w ith th e 2 ann as, alike in eve ry de tai l, ex­
cep t fo r th e numera l and las t accent. This 
is mos t inte res ting, and th e authentic ity of 
the 2 ann as is thus es t ablished beyond any 
suspicion of a doubt . G ibbons used to cata­
logue a 1 ann a, bl ack on yell ow wove-a 
mi s readi ng of the numeral- but took it out 
in 1926. H owever, it was res tored to favour 
in the 1953 catalogue. 

T he much-da maged copy, also on cover, 
with half a I ann a, Eas t Indi a, cancell ed 304, 
cann ot be " pl at ed" with any type A 1 ann a 
so fa r. T he 2 ann as is tied to th e cove r by 
a red circ ul ar pos tm a rk, w hich is in decipher­
ab le. A noth er red circul a r ma rk reads J oon­
aghu r Au 5 69, and th ere a re two black t r i­
angul a r marks of J oonaghu r and J aitpoo r , 
respectively. 

Bo th 2 ann as a re cancell ed wi th the us ual 
~en sc rawl. 
(i ii ) I anna, black 0 11 thin pink w ove paper. T ype B . 
At the end of 1868 o r beginning of 1869 a 
new printing of th e 1 ann a took pl ace, fr om 
a new set-up of th e " form e". A s in th e pre­
vious printing, th e Gu j r a ti sheet insc ription 
was at th e foo t of th e sheet , but th e firs t 
accents in th e top and bottom rows of let­
t ering a re now, more co rrectly, over th e sec­
ond charac ters (vowels) ; and this fea ture 
was to pe rsist through all subsequ ent print­
ings of th is value and of th e new 4 ann as. 

The sheet in scr iption reads-"Saurashtr a 
N iti Prakash, price K a ree 13-i ". N iti Pra­
kash w as th e name of the press w here th e 
st amp s we re printed. It means "Light of 
Justice" . 
It was easy to pla te th e pink wove, Type B 
stamps fro m th e ve ry much commoner az ure 
laid st amps. Major Evans ill ustra ted a com­
plete shee t of setting III of th e e. The 
wri te r possessed 27 copies of the pi nk wove , 
Ty~e B, and pla ted all but six successf ully. 
Th is did not ca use any great surprise, as it is 
se ldom possible in such cases to plate 100 pe r 
cent of single spec imens. L ate r, upon a re­
arr ange ment of this iss ue in th e w riter's col­
lecti on, another attempt was made to plate 
th e six r ecalcitrant st amps. It was th en dis­
covered th at one copy, on cover , had fo r its 
top fr ame line th e twisted left fr ame of No. 
18 of the final a rrangement of th e " form e". 
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It had already been noticed th at two stamps 
of T ype A had this same " bit" for their 
right fr ame line. Thus thi s tw isted " bit" 
can be found in three different positions. 
Hence, th ere were two settings of T ype B, 
as of T ype A. These have been designed 
B ( i) and B (i i) . All pink wove st amps w ith 
accents over the second letters which cannot 
be plated as B (i i ) may be put down as coming 
from se tting B ( i). 

Additional ev id ence of the ex istence of two 
settings was found in th e Napie r collection. 
Here a Type B st amp has for its bottom 
frame line th e twisted spea r-like frame which 
appea rs on the lef t side of No. 8 of th e final 
B(ii) plate. 

A digression wi ll h ave to be made here. 
In th e cou rse of r epeated ly setting-u p and 
t aking-down of the "fo rme", and of printing 
the stamps, some of th e frame line "bi ts" got 
tw isted or bent, some of th e rosettes were 
d isto rted in shape, or h ad th eir outer ci rcl es 
dented in or broken , and the last cha racte r in 
the top row of lettering became damaged , in 
fou r or five units of th e pl ate. These de­
fects developed grad ually, but are found 
th rough out all sett ings of th e B (ii) st amps. 
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No attempt was 
und amaged type. 
for plating. 

made to replace them with 
They a re thus very useful 

Some of these damaged pieces of type can be 
found in Type A stamps, and it is interest­
ing to compare such st amps w ith B (ii) 
having the same defective pieces but in dif­
ferent posi tions. Some comparisons a re noted 
here . 

(a) Type A. Right frame. Appears as top 
frame in B(ii) 13. 

(b) A ( ii ) 20. Bottom frame. Appears as top 
frame in B (ii) 17. 

(c) Type A. Left frame. Appears as bottom 
frame in B ( ii) 19. 

( d) Type A. Left rosette. Appears as right 
rosette in B ( ii ) l 2. 

( e) Type A. Left rosette. Appears as right 
rosette in B (ii) 5. 

The damages to th e last let te r in the top row 
do not appear to have occurred u"ntil th e 
"forme" was se t up to B (ii) stamps. 

The writer has seen some 23 covers of th e 
1 ann a, pink wove, st amps, bearing Imperial 
P os t office markings, and th e chronology of 
these is most in structive. H ere it is:-
Dat e Value T ype 

8.10.68 I anna A(i) 
-1-.11.68 I anna A 
2.1 2.68 I ann a A( ii ) 
5.12.68 I ann a A( i) 

19. 1.69 I an n a A 
25. 1.69 l ann a B (i) 
29. 1.69 I anna A 

2.69 I ann a A 
9. 2.69 I ann a B (i) 

22. 2.69 I ann a B (i) 
8. 3.69 I ann a A(i i) 

12. 3.69 I anna A 
21. 3.69 I ann a A 
25. 3.69 l an na A 

-1-. 4.69 l ann a A 
8. 4.69 I ann a A (i i) 

I 7. 4.69 I ann a B ( i ) 
12. 7.69 2 ann as A 
23. 7.69 I ann a B (i i ) 

5. 8.69 2 annas A 
14. 9.69 I anna B (i i ) 
13. 2.70 I anna B ( ii ) 

R emark s 

No. 1 in top row. 

Top row stamp. 
Bo ttom row stamp. 

F;rst B ( i) date. 

No. 20 in bottom row. 

No . 20 in bottom row. 

First B (i i ) date. 

(Continued on P age 98) 
NO. II 9l 



T445 
T446 
T447 
T4so 
T45r 
T452 
T453 
T454 
T454• 
T455 
T456 
T457 
T458 
T459 
T46o 
T46I 

GUADELOUPE 

Catalogue of Postal Markings 

By ROBERT G. STONE 

(Continued from Page 53) 

"SAINT-BARTHELEMY" , purple 
"SA INT-CLA UDE", red 
"SA INT-FRANCOI S", blue 
"SA INT-LOU I S-MA RIE GALANTE" , purple 
"SAi NT LOU IS" , blue, purple 
"SAINTE-MARIE " , purpl e 
"SAINT -MA RTIN", blue 
"SAINTE-ROSE ", blue 
"SA INT-ROSE" (error) , blue ( 1940-42 ?) 
"SAINT-SAUVEUR" 
"TERRE DE BAS" ("DE" in small caps.), blue 
"TE RR E DE HAUT" ("DE" in small caps . ). blue, purple 
" TROI S-RI V!E RES", blue (two dies) 
"VIEUX-BO URG " 
"VIEUX-PORT" (error for "FO RT"), blue 
"V IE UX-HA BITANTS", blue 

NO TE: Without doubt Type H ex ists also for: Matouba, Grands-Fonds-Ste.-Anne, Gra nd s-Fond s-du -Maule, 
Bas-Schoelcher, Campeche, Dou vi ll e, Duzer, Ferry, (La ) Grippiere, (Le) Calvaire, Massio ux, Prise-d'Eau, 
RiA et, Saint-Guj]Jaume, Sainte-Genevieve, Village, and R obert. 

TYPE M: Ma chin e postmark , cont inu ous roll image 88mm long, consisting of sing le-circle 24mm in diam. 
inscribed in Gothic caps. with the name of postoffice at top, a star and date in 4 I ines in center, and 
"GA UDELOUPE" at bottom ; in duplex with a " flag" of straight horizontal parallel lines (seven ) en­
closing a box 40 x 23 mm with a sloga n in side it. 

T475 1936-41? "PO I NTE A PITRE", with slogans nos. Ks or K6 

TYPE N : Machine postmark , con tinu ous roll im age 6omm long, con si sting of a sing le-circle 23mm in 
diameter inscribed with sma ll Gothic caps. reading: at top n ame of postoflice, at bottom "GUADE­
LOUPE, and in center date with hou r of co l lection in 3 lines; in duplex with an unframed slogan 37mm 
long. 

T48o 1936-41? "BASSE TERRE", with slogans Nos. K7 or K8. 

TYPE 0 : Sin gle continuou s circl e, 29-3omm in diam., inscribed in large Gothic ca ps., at top name of post­
offi ce, at bottom "GUADELOUPE", i11 center d ate in one line; w ith or w ithout fleurons at sides. 

Tso6 1938- " BASSE-TERRE" 

Tso6a 1938- " * BASSE-TERRE *" 
T5II 1939 ?- "CAPESTERRE" (GP), no fl eurons 

Ts34 1939- "MOULE" 
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T538 1938-

T538a 1938-

TH6 1939-

"PO I NTE A PITRE" 

" * POINTE-A-PITRE * " 

"SAINT-C LAUDE" 

Note: This type may exist for a number of other postoffices. 

TYPE P : Single-lined circle, 28mm diam., inscribed with name of postoffice at top, at bottom " GAUDE­
LOUPE", ;,, cent er date in three lines: hour of coll ection, day, month and yea r. Gothic ca ps. 3mm high ; 
no fleurons. 

T6oo 1952-

T602 1952 ?-

T605 19 ·3 ?-

T611 1952-

T627 1953 ?-

T634 1952-

T635 1953 ?-

T638 19.;8-

T638a 1951 

T639 1953 ?-
T6.;o I 95 3 ?-
T6.;6 1953 ?-

T6.;7 195 3 ?-

T653 1953 ?-

T654 1953 ?-

T658 1953 ?-

"ABYMES" 

"BAIE-MAHAULT" 27.5 mm, purple, 1954 

"BASSE-TERRE" 27.5 mm. 

"CAPESTERRE" (G P ) 

" LAMENT! " blue, 1954 

"MORNE-A-L'EAU" "A" is 2Y, mm high 

"PETIT-BOURG" purple, 1954, " GUADELOUPE" spaced out wide letters 

" POINTE-A-PITRE", "A" is 2 Y, mm. 

Same as T638 , but 

" POINTE- OIRE" 

" PORT-LO U IS" 

no accent on "A" and "GUADELOUPE" shorter 

" SAINT-C LAUDE" 

28.; mm, "GUADELOUPE" spaced out, wide letters 

"GUADELOUPE" spaced out, wid e letters 

27.5 mm. 

"SATNT-FRANCOlS" 27.; mm, asterisk in pl ace of hour of co llect ion 

"SA TNT-l\IARTIN" purple, 1954, asterisk in place of hour of collection 

" SAINTE-ROSE" purple, 1954 

"TROIS-RIVTERES" 

TYPE Q: Single circle, 28 mm, of <la shes, otherwise like Type P . This type is issued to postoffices of 
reduced se rv ice, called '' Burea u de Di stribution' \ wh ereas Type P is used only by full-service offices ca ll ed 
HB uren u de Recette", Pointe-a- Pitre being the "Recctte Principale" (R. P. ) , 

T702 1953 - "ANSE-BERTRAND" (asteri sk ) 

T 807 195 3- "LA BOUCAN" 

T720 1953- "GOY AYE" blue 

T7J6 1953- " PETIT-CA AL" 

T751 195 3- " SAINTE-:\IARTE" (asterisk) 

IV. Army-Correspondence 
Postmarks (A ) 

These are for use on mail sent by military 
personn el claiming special postal privileges 
under the Law of June 17, 1792, as Amended , 
-such as reduced rates, permission to send 
letters unp aid or without stamps (postage 
collect). Usually these marks are inscribed 
"Co rrespondances d 'Armees" or abbreviations 

thereof. Until 1901 the letter or cover had 
to be endorsed on back by an appropriate 
officer. Since 1901 the reduced rate must be 
franked only with the French stamps over­
printed "F.M." but occasionally the Pay­
masters ran out of the stamps and endorsed 
the letters with "FM" or "Franchi se Mili­
tai re " in manu sc ript and likewise during war­
time Khen postage was not required. 

Cat. 
No. 

Period 
of Use Description 

A 1 ca 186 5-80? "*CORR. D.ARi\1. *" at top, " BASSE-TERRE" at bottom, in center elate 111 three 
lines, in octagonal frame 2 1mm diam., inner circl e, blue? 

A1 ca 1880-95? "CORR. D.ARMEES" at top, " BAssE TERRE*" at bottom, date in center m three 
Jines, in octngona l frame 2 rmm , inner circle, date is often omitted, blue? 

A4 ca 1865- As A2 but "G" BOURG" at bottom, blue? 
AS ca 1880?-90? As A1 but "pTE A P ITRE" at bottom, blue ? 
A9 1865-85? As Ai but " SA INTES" at bottom 
AIO ca1870?- ? Similar to A1 but "COR.", an d "SA INTES. T.D.H." at bottom, blue 1879 
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THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF GUADELOUPE 
A11 

A12 

A2o 

A25 

ca1890-

ca 1890-

ca 1893-

ca 1914-46? 

Type E, outer circle 22.5mm diam., inscribed " COR. D ' ARMEES I POINTE-A ­
PITRE" 

Simil a r to A11, but "SAINT-CLAUDE" at bottom 

" CORRESPO DANCE D'ARMEES -- GUADELOUPE " . -- Ill Gothic ca ps., 
in s ide an octa gonal fr ame 24.5 mm diam ., inner c ircle continuou s, in ce nte r in two 
lin es : "Camp/ Jacob" in Roman caps. and lowe r case. (Thi s is poss ibl y a military 
cachet rath er th an a postmark. ) 

"F M" or "Franchi se Militaire" in manu script, on letters without stamps. 

V. Registration-Insurance 
Marks ( R) 

These indicate the ender has paid an extra 
fee for registered handling, with or without 

insur ance ( charge m ents) . U sually such mail 
in French countries is marked "Recommande", 
" R" , " Ch a rge", or " Ch argement " ; marks of 
this type a re mos tly id entical for France and 
all th e colonies. 

Ca t. 
No. 

P eriod 
of Use D esc ription 

R1 1860 ?- 1920? "CHARGE", Rom. ca ps. 28 x .}.) mm, red or purpl e onl y 

R 3 19 20?- ? "CHARGE ", Gothic caps., in bo x 12 x 33 mm, purpl e onl y. 

Rs 1890?- 1920 ? Obl ong box, 39mm x 17mm, di vid ed into six co lumns, two of them headed "POID S" 
and three "'CACHETS", with subheads, and spaces left fo r the postmaster to fi ll 
in MS ; red, purpl e. (On back of in sured lett ers) 

Ri o 188 7 ?- 1923 ? "R " in octa gonal box 15x 13. 5mm, serifed cap . ; st ru ck next to th e reg istrat ion se ri al 

R16 19 23-

num be r (MS or hs., up to 5 dig it s, purpl e) 

"A R " in octagon a l oblong box 15 x 26mm, se rifed ca ps., pur ple . ( For "Avis d e Rece p­
t io ,,"; on fa ce o f reg iste red lette rs) 

St ra ig ht lin e hand stam ps in Rom. ca ps. 2. 5 -5 01111 hi gh , si m il:ir to T ,+ 0 1 T .+ 11 cons ist­
ing o f uG UA DELO U PE" and name of postoffice se parate l y struck: used on Avis 
d e R eception form s. 

H and stam ps simil ar to R 15, for names of postoAl ces onl y, used on the reg istration 
labels; a spec ial stamp for the chie f of posts at Ba sse-T erre reads: " Le Chef 
du Se rvice / des P .T .T . et de la T. S.F." 

VI. Mobile-Post Markings ( M ) 
These a re the indicati ons of collection by 

a traveling pos t-couri er o r post-agent on a 
horse, w agon , automobil e or boat, usually 
from individuals and / or boxes put up along 
the route or on boa rd. The insc ription 
" BM" stand s for " Boite Mobile" , me aning 

movable box o r tr avelling box. Such marks 
may be used by the courier or by th e post­
offices receiving the mail from th e courier 
(as probably in Guadeloupe ). ( See also 

" Ship-L ette r M a rks", which often have in­
sc riptions implying mobil e post but ac tually 
represent a di stinctly different fun ction.) 

VII. 

11 B 1VI" 4 .5- 5mm hig h Rom. ca ps., in an ova l 19 .5- 2 omm long and 10 .5 - 1111101 h igh 
(ve ry s imil ar to ones used e l se whe re in French em pire ) , used by t he postoffi ces on 
the Pointe-a -Pitre-Basse-T erre route. (On face of letter or back ) 

Ship- Letter Marks (S ) 
These indicate arriv al by or dispatch by 

ship (either as loose letters or in closed 
mail s ) but they are applied in the colonial 
postoffice on l and. The " P AQUEBOT" 

marks since 1892 a re, in acco rdance w ith 
UPU rules, supposed to be used only on loose 
ship-letters; they often a re struck on the 
stamps, except on st amps of Guadeloupe 
(some exceptions seen , however). 

Cat . P eriod 
No. of Use D escription 

S1 1870-Jul y'76 "*PAQ. ANG.* BASSE-TERRE-GUAD i;: .", in scribed in Type E postm ark of L. & 
B., Rom . caps., date in center in 3 lines , blue 1870-7 2 
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S2 
S3 

S+ 
S 10 

S 11 

S 12 

1870-J y'76 
1870-73 

1870-83 
1925 ?-

1925?-30? 

1930 ?-38? 

"* PAQ. FR.*BASSE-TERRE-GAUDEL.E.", otherwise as S1 , blue 1870-72 
A s S1, but "*PAQ. ANG.* POINTE-A-P ITRE-GUAD E.", blue 187 1-74, red J y. 

'76 
As S3 , but "* PAQ. FR.*", blue 187 1-74 
" PAQUEBOT", straight line, Gothic caps. , 24 x 3.0-3.5 mm, often sm udgy, used at 

Pointe-a- Pitre on loose ship- letters received 
" BASSE TERRE / PAQUEBOT", Gothic caps., 3.5-3.75mm high , (se parately struck? ) 

on 1 oose-1 etters 
"' BASSE TERRE " , Gothic ca ps 29 x 3.75mm, appears to be S 1 1 with the word 

"PAQUEBOT" cut off, used on loose-letters from ships 

VIII . Official-Frank Marks and 
Official Postmarks ( F) 

(conventionalized sign) of th e postal or 
countersigning official , or a word such as 

vu", "verifiC", ''autorisC", serv ice", etc. 
Occas iona lly special marks have been used 

to indicate th at the letter was accepted as en­
titled to th e official free-franking privilege or 
was officially prepaid in cash or stamps. In 
th e ea rly period, it was usually a manu sc ript 
or handstamp mark reading "Franche" , 
"Affranchi ", "Franc", etc., and the paraphe 

Si nce the 186o's gove rnm ent agencies have 
gener ally had to use st amps, for which th ey 
bud get ; official cachets or dates tamps might 
l:e used in ce rta in special cases to show a 
franking privilege-as noted from the Colo­
nial Pri son ; and m ai l to the Governor during 
the last War was often sent without st amps. 

Cat. 
No. 

F 1 

F+ 

F5 

F7 
F8 
F9 
F2o 

Period 
of Use 

ca 17+0-? 

ca 1786- 18+8? 

ca 18 16-

ca 18 1 6-+8 
ca 18 16-+8 
ca 18 16-+8 
'9++ ?-

D escription 

A Aeur-de- l ys, 1 1 x 9mm, st ru : k in black, seen on letter of 17+0 to France; is prob­
ably a French ar ri va l mark of Bordeaux , but could be some so rt of official cachet for 
GP E ( no postoAice yet in existence ) 

P D- raphe, consisting of overlapping o va l s or sp irals made with one flouri sh or 
stroke of a pen; brownis h ; use d with P 1 to P6, F7-F9 

" FN" in fancy inte rtwined sc ript cap it a l s, in sc ri bed in an ova l 19 x 2 r mm, str uck 
in re ve rse impress ion (sea l -type); used in assoc iation wit h a paraph e (F4 ) 

"Affranchi (e) " in manuscript ; used with paraphe F4; brownish (See P1 ) 
"Franche" in manu scri pt; used with paraphe F+; brownish (See also P2 ) 
"Port Paye' 1 in man uscr ipt ; used with paraphe F4 (See a l so P3 ) 
'" DIRECTION DES POSTES-(date in one line)/GUADELOUPE ", fleurons at 

sides, in double circle 30111111 diam., used at Basse-Terre 

IX. Paid Marks ( P) 

Various styl es of markings serve to indi­
cate that postage has been paid or prepaid, 
in cash or stamps, part way or all the way to 
destination. They read "F ranche", "Affran­
chi ", "Port Paye", "PP", " PD'', etc. Before 
1851 a large pen cross or diagonal stroke 

on th e face of th e letter might be added. 
(For " PAID" and " PAID a t GUADE­
LOUPE" see XIV. British P acket Agency 
Postmarks). In ea rly times the same nu­
meral s used for indicating postage due were 
also used for indicatin g th e amount of post­
age paid or prepaid (see D1 -D2 ). 

Cat. 
No. 

Period 
of Use Desc ript1011 

P 1 176 5- 1 8+9 "! .. Affranchi ( e )" ' "' manuscript; used with paraphe F 4; brownish (See F7 ) 
P2 176 5- 1 8+9? "F'ranche" in manu script; used vvith paraphe F + ; brownish (See FS ) 
P3 176 ;- 1 8+9? " Port Paye" in manuscript ; UEed with paraphe F + ? (See F9 ) 
P5 ca 1830?-+8? "FR ANC HE / BE TE Gc:adeloupe", in Rom. letters in 2 lines, inscribed in a box 24.5 

x 15 mm , Rasse-Terre (Th i ~ ma y have been used for free-frank in g, see F4) 
P6 ca 183 0?-+8 ? "PO RT PAYE/ Bss• T'"/ GUADELOUPE", in Rom. caps., in 3 lines, inscribed 111 a 

box 23 x 1; mm, Basse Terre (See a lso F+ ) . Blue 18+3. 
PS Oct. 185 1-J y'76 " PD " in Rom. caps ., in a box 7 x 10.5 mm, red 185 1-76, black & blue 1860-76 

( used only at Pointe-a- P itre and Basse-Te rre ?) 
P1 l 1862 ?-7 1 ? " P.P 11 R om. caps. 5.5-6mm high, in box 19 x 1o m m, red 187 1 ( Pointe-a- Pitre ) 
P12 187 1 ?-76 "P.P." Rom. caps . 7mm, in box 20.5 ~ 11. 5111111, red 187 1-76, bl ue 1872-73, ( Pointe-

a-Pitre) 
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P13 1862 ?-72? 

P14 I 872 ?-76 
Pr 5 I 862 ?-76 
P r6 1862 ?-76 

P17 I 862 ?-76 
Pr8 I 862 ?-76 
P19 1865?-76 
P20 I 862 ?-76? 

"P.P" Rom. ca ps. ( thick ) 5.5 mm, in box 19 x romm , blue 1 8 6~ -72, red 1864-7 1 
( Basse-T erre } 

11 P .P" R om. ca ps. 5.5mm, in box 19.5 x 1omm 1 blue ( Basse-T erre) 
"P.P." Rom. ca ps., 7111m hi g h, in box 22 x 11.5mm 1 ( Moule) 
"P . P." R om. ca ps. 701111 , in box 22.5 x 12 .5mm, blue 1864-69 1 g reeni sh -b lue 18 67 

(St.- franco is) 
" P .P" Rom. caps. 7mm, in box 22 x 1 2mm ( P ort-Loui s) 
" P .P " Rom. caps. 6mm, in box 22 x L2.)mm (G rand -Bourg} 
"P.P." R om. caps. 7m m, in box 22 x 12 . 5mm ( Pointe- Noire) 
"P.P" R om. caps. 7 mm 1 in box 22.5 x 1 2 mm {place not known ) 

No t e: " PP" marks sim ilar to Pr r-20 probably exist for all most other postoflices having Types D and E 
postmarks 

P5 0 1900-0 1 

P5 r r900-0 r 

" P.P." Rom . ca ps. 6mm, in box 19.5 x 1 0 . 511101 {probabl y P ointe a Pitre) , used onl y 
between Dec. 2 I and J an. 9 

"P .P." R om. ca ps. 6mm , in box 16 x 9.0-9.5111111 ( Basse-Te rre ), used onl y between 
D ec. 2 r and J an. 9 

"P.P." Rom. ca ps. 6mm, unboxed ( probably Vieu x H abitants) Dec. 2 r-J an. 9. 

X . Postage-Due Marks ( D) 

The amount of postage due, t o be paid by 
th e destinaire, has generally been indicated 
by a num eral of some type. After ad hesive 
st amps were introduced such numeral marks 

were also used to indicate th e amount due on 
partially o r insufficiently prepaid mail. In 
la te r yea rs special cachets other th an nu­
merals are sometimes used to indicate th at 
so me postage ts due . 

Dr r765-93? 

D2 r1 99 ?- r849? 

D4 r 8 ~ 9?- r 87 6 

D12 1850 ?-76 

D r3 r850?-76 
Dr4 r 8 50-76 
Dr 8 r 8 50-76 
D 2 1 r 8 50-76 
D22 r 865 ?-76 
D 3o 1 86 ~-76? 

D3r r 86~-76? 
D45 r 862 ?-84 

D 55 I 862 ?-76? 

D 7o r862?- r920? 

D 1 1 r 862 ?-76? 

D 8o r876- r930? 

D 9o ca 1920-

Numera l s in man uscript, 41 2" to over 11
1 oo" , in th in or thick, short pen st rokes, some­

times fo ll owed by "s" ( for sols or sous}, black or brownish . (On l y on mail 
de st ined to places within the colony) 

Numeral s in manuscript, 11 0", 11 1 1
', "2 ", etc., in thin short pen st rokes, probably for 

centimes, often followed by "c", sometimes by "f" (fra ncs), in black, brown or 
greeni sh. ( On l y on inte rn al mail ) 

Numerals in manu sc ript , "o", " 1", 11 2" up to ca. "49"?, in lon g thick or thin pen 
strokes, black or brow ni sh ; usua ll y for der imes, if fo r fra ncs then fo llo wed by 
"fr". (On internal mail and mail to France; after r850, use on mai l to France 
limited to rates for wh ich no hand stam ps, such as D 12-0 3 1, existed. ) 

11 6'\ hand stamp numer al in sc ript sty le, 36 x 14 mm , blue 187 1-76, ( for decimes) 
( Pointe-a- Pitre and Basse-Te rre on! y ?) 

•
17", 39 x 11 mm, hs. in scrip t style ( Pointe-a-P itre) 

"8", 3 5 x 8 mm , hs. in script style (Poin te-a-Pit re and Basse-T erre) 
u 1 2", 3 -J. x 1 5 mm, h s. in sc ript style ( Pointe-a- Pitre and B asse-T e rre ) 
11 1 5 1

\ 3 -J. x 1 3 mm , h s. i11 sc ript sty le ( Pointe-a- Pitre and Basse-T e rre) 
" 16", 33 x r8 mm, hs. in sc ript sty le (Pointe-a-P it re} 
"8", 18 x 5 mm, hs. in narrow symmetrical type w ith sma ll opening at top ( used 

ot Poi nte-a- Pitre only } 
"8". r8 x r3 mm, hs. in a full -bod ied font ( used at Ba55e-T erre on ly} 
11 30'', 26 x 17.5 mm, hs. in large double-lined (o utline) nutl'!erals (for centimes) 

( Pointe-a-Pit re nd Basse-T erre onl y?} blue r 87 1 
11 30" , 28 x 20 mm , hs. in thick solid num erals. (for centimes: Poin te-a-Pitre, Basse­

T erre on! y?} 
"AffRANCH ISEMENT/ INSUfflSANT", in box 39.0 x q .o or 38.5 x r3·5 mm 

(Poi nte-a- Pitre and Basse-Te rre only?) 
" TIMBRE / INSUffISANT", in box 34 x 12 mm. ( Pointe-a -Pitre & Basse-Terre 

on ! y?} 
wr" in a tr iang le 12 . 5 x l I .5 mm, R om . cap. 5.5 mm high , many dies varying 

sl ight ly in sty le and size (many postofli ces} 
''T" in thick Gothic (" block,, ) sty le, various sizes: 1 2 x 7 1 1 2 x 1 0 mm, etc. ( man y 

postoflices?) 

XI. Censorship Marks (C ) 

Cachets indicating that th e mail has been 

inspected and passed by an official post al or 

military censor of th e colony were used dur-

ing World W ars I and II. Printed censor's 
sealing-labels were not avail able and instead 
plain manila, bond, or tissue papers in various 
co lor s we re used for closing censo r-opened 
letters. 
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THE P OSTAL MARKINGS OF GUADELOUPE 
C1 

C2 
Cs 

Csa 
C6 
C7 
cs 

19q- 18 

1939--ls 
1939-H 

1939-H 
1939-44 
1939-44 
19 39-44 

"OUVERT / PA R L'AUTOR !TE M I LITAIRE" m doubl e ovals ca40 x 25 mm, with 
a numera I in the center 

"OUVERT/ PA R / L'AUTO RITE M I LITA IRE" in sing le oval 42 x 23 mm 
"CONTROLE POSTAL * Commission A *" in double circl e 34.;mm diam., "GUADE-

LOUPE " in center 
Same as C5 but reads "Commission B". 
''Bl t " in a circl e 1 6111111 diameter 
"B/ 2" in side a circle 16mm m diam. 
11 B/ 3" in sid e a ci rcle 1 6111111 in diam. 

XII. Instructional Marks ( I) 

Various markings have been used to ex­
pl ai n to postal clerks or to the rece iver of a 

let te r that some special t rea tment has been 
accorded the let te r, o r th at normal treatment 
could not be given for some reason or other, 
etc. 

12 1863-? 

h a 1936 ?-

13 1872 

15 1890 ?-
I 20 1890 ?-

I 12 19 q ?-

"A P RES / LE / DEPART" in three lines in a box 19.5 x 11mm, Rom. ca ps. 2mm high ; 
seen on letters from Pointe-a- Pitre r863 

"A PRES le I DEPART " in two lines in box 19.) x 1 1 mm, Rom. caps. 2.5 mm high 
(" le" is lower case} (Point e-a- P itre} 

"PASSE A LA COMPE", straightline hs. Rom. caps. 33 x 3 mm, seen on letter from 
Grand-Bourg to France via Pointe-a-Pitre. Means: "passed throug h the account­
ing"; possib ly a French mark. Blue 

" INCON U", in box 
" R ETOU R / A / L'ENVOYER", various sizes and t ype, boxed and unboxed ( 1936 : 111 

purple box 35 x 12 mm ) 
" RETOUR", in bo x 

XII I. Slogan and Commemorative 
Postmarks ( K) 

Kt 1920?-28? 

Ks 1936-41? 

K6 1936--l I ? 

K7 1936--l 1? 

KS 1936--l 1 I 

Ki o 8-9 J une 19-l6 

K 15 Dec. 19-l8 

K;o 26 Apr. 193s 

K s 1 11 J an 1936 

K5 2 10 l\Iar 1936 

K53 5 July 1936 

K54 8 Jul y 1936 
K;5 3- -l Aug. 1936 

K56 -lAug. 1936 

" TOUR ISTES/ V ISITEZ LA GUADELOUPE / L' ILE D'EMERAUDE", in a box 
67 x 27 111111 1 with sho rt 11 flag'' of horizonta l bars at right end ( Pointe-a -Pitre ; 
used to cance l stamps) 

"CONSOMMEZ/ LA BANANE / GUADELOUPE", in box 40 x 23 mm, fastened 
in dup lex with postmark T 47 5 of Pointe-a- Pitre 

"BUVEZ/ LE RHUM / G UA DELOUPE", in box 40 x 23mm, fastened in dup lex 
with postmark T475 of Pointe-a- Pitre 

"CONSOMMEZ LE CAFE / GUADELOUPE / LE ME I LLEU R DU MONDE" in 
three-line unframed form at 23 x 37 mm, fastened in du plex with postmark T48o 
of Ba sse-T erre 

" BANANE GUADELOUPE / EXQUISE PAR FUMES/ (i ll egib le) - - - - '', 
in three-lined unframed format 23 x 37mm, fa stened in duplex with machine post­
mark T -l 8o of Basse-Te rre 

"E XPOS IT ION PHILATELlQ UE / - - / PO I TE A PIT RE/ GUADELOUPE" 
in the left part of a box 56 x 28 mm ; in right sid e of the box is a double-circle 
dated postm ark : " Pointe a Pitre * Journees du Timbre/ 8 et 9/ J uin / 1946". 
(An unoAicia I cachet ) 

"CONF"" DES !NOES OCC'·Es BASSE TERRE " in circu la r dated postm ark of 
Type P, 28111 111 d iam., Gothic ca ps 3mm high; da tes in two lines in center, 1 o to 
16? December only 

Cachet in rec t ~ ngul ar box, in sc ri bed at top : "Guadelou pe" , and at bottom "Et D e­
pendances", and between the se two lines is another small er box inscribed: "Ire 
D epeche aerienn e/ pour les / Antilles-Sud" . ( Pointe-a-Pitre} 

"(hand )- 1 Lia ison Aerienne - (hand ) / Guadeloupe-Martinique / Par Lieutenant de 
Va isseau P ar is/ 1936 11

, in four line s, unframed, red ( Poi nte-a-P itre and Basse­
T erre) 

Cachet in tox 67 x -l O mm: " Ire Liaison Postale Aerienne / de Propagande / -
I Guadeloupe-Martinique/ -- I 10 Mars 1936" (Poin te-a- Pi t re} 

" 1 re Liai son Ae rienne/ Poin te-a-Pi trc-St.-1\Iartin I St. Barthelemy", in a doub le­
l ined box 58 x 25 mm. ( Pointe-a- Pitre) 

11 Premiere Liaison Aerienne / Saint-1\1artin - Pointe a P it re", unframed (St. 1\1artin ) 
Cachet in doub le- I ined hox 59 x 2 5 mm : " rre Liaison Acrienne/ Guadeloupe-Les 

Sa intes / J\Jarie Ga lante et Desi rade", ( P oin te-a- Pitre, some cove rs cacheted Aug. 3 
but Ai ght depa rted on Aug. 4 } 

11 1re Liai son Aerienne/ D es irade-Gu ade loupe", in box? (Ma rie-Ga lante) 
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GUADELOUPE - SORUTH 

-----------------

SORUTH 

(Continu ed from page 91) 

9. 3.70 
IO. +.70 
17. +.7 0 
2 I. 5.70 
28. 5.70 

ann a 
I ann a 
1 ann a 
1 ann a 
r ann a 

B ( ii ) 
B ( ii ) 
B ( ii ) 
B ( ii) 
B (i i) 

Cancellations were either ink smudges or pen 
scrawls, but a few sta mps show th e rows of 
dots arranged in a circle, as on th e "Experi ­
mental" I anna , on rough white wove paper 
-additional ev iden ce of th e auth enticity of 
this "uniquity" . 

Of th e r +9 pink wove st amps exami ned to 
date, th e distribut ion is as fo llows:-

6+ stamps of Type A. 
17 stamps of Type B ( i). 
68 stamps of Type B ( ii ). 

Thus B (i) seems to be easi ly th e rarest 
variety. U ncancell ed copies a re extremely 
ra re, and the writer has not seen even a 

Azure la id paper. 
Azu re laid paper. 

used pair! The following dates a re interest­
ing:-

Last "seal" cover, 8.7.68. 
"Experimenta l" I ann a, red on blue wove, 

+.8 .68. 
First Typeset A cove r, 8.10.68. 
First B ( i ) cover, 25.1 ,69 . 
First B (i i ) cover, 23.7.69. 
First azure laid cover, 21.5.70. 

This chapter has gone on long enough. 
The writer is weary of it (and so, very 
probably, w ill be the reader!). Hence the 
pl ating of settin g B (ii) w ill be postponed till 
th e next chap ter. 
K;8 
K 59 

4 Aug.1936 
2Aug. 1936 

11
1 re Liai son Aerienne/ Les Saintes- Guade loupe", in box? (Sa int es) 

Cachet in double-lined box 58 x 23 mm: " GUADELOUPE / ET DEPENDANCES/ 
1 re Dcpeche Acrienne / pour Amerique du Nord et Europe". (Po inte-a-Pitre) 

K6 o I I Aug.1936 l n box 5 3 x 20 111111:" 1 r Courrier Aerien / Guadeloupe / A111er ique du Sud / et Europe" 
( Pointe-a- Pitre) 

XIV. British Packet Agency Marks 
for Guadeloupe (BP, BG, BR ) 

For a tim e, 1849-7+, either the British 
Royal Mail Steam P acket Co. agen t at Basse­
Terre or the Guadeloupe postoffice th ere used 
Briti sh- type postmarks, paid , and rate marks 
on let ters forwarded via British packet to 
American countr ies (rare ly to Europe), 
usually but not always in ad dition to the 
G uade loupe postmarks. T he British marks 

all spell "Guadaloupe" w ith an "a" after the 
"d " . D ates of th e Briti sh marks a re almost 
always one day later than those of the 
Guadeloupe postoffice on th e same letter. 
Norma lly the letter wi th th e paid mark on 
the face has th e postmark (on back) and the 
rate mark (on face) also, but a few examples 
wi th the postmark and r ate mark only are 
seen . When th e paid mark is used the " PD" 
cache t of th e Guadeloupe postoffice 1s 
omitted. 

BP 1 Apr 18.;9-May'68 "PA ID / AT / GUADALOUPE", in crowned circle, norma lly red but blue oc­
cas ion a II y, al so ma roan, and rare l y black ( Basse-Terre) 

BP2 Feb 1868-?.;(Jy?) 

BG 1 Apr 18.;9-i\1ay'68 

BG 2 Feb 1868-'7 .; (Jy?) 

BR1 18.;9-7.; 
BR 2 18+9-7+ 

0 GUA DALOUPE " at top, '' PAID" at bottom inscribed in a single circle 
22.5mm diam., in center in three lines "A /( month , day )/(year) ''i norm­
a ll y red, but black occasiona ll y (Basse-Terre) 

"GU ADALO U PE" and doubl e- lined a re making a circle of 25 mm. diam., 
in center in t hree li nes: 11 {111011th, day) /( year )/ A", in Gothic caps. norm­
a ll y red, occas ionall y blue, rare ly black; used as a backstamp only (Basse­
T er re ) 

41 GUADALOUPE" in s ingle c ircl e zomm diam .. in center in three lines 
"A / (month,day) / (yea r )", in Gothic caps., norm all y red, but black occa­
sionall y; used only as backstamp ( Basse-Te rre) 

11 ..J. " in ms, crayon or ink, red or black (fou r pence Brit. packet postage ) 
"I / " in ms, crayon or ink, red or black (o ne sh. Brit. packet postage) 

(END) 
98 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXXIV, NO. II 



THE CLUBHOUSE 
Meeting of D ecember I , 1954 

P ostage S tamp D esign 

M r. F ranc Ritte r 's presentation on P ostage 
Stamp D esign as o rigin ally scheduled fo r this 
meeting, du e to his illness, was of necess ity 
modi fied to a di scussion of this topic by a 
panel composed of Messrs. Stephen G . Rich, 
L ouis St ich and H arriso n D . S . H averbeck. 
They we re ably ass isted in th eir efforts by 
comm ent fro m th e fl oo r. E specially valu abl e 
we re th e lea rned comments of Dr. C la rence 
B raze r, and M ess rs. G oodkind , Br itt and 
o th ers. It became quite disce rnible, early in 
th e meeting th at each member in the audi ence 
had st rong personal opinions as to w hat con­
s tituted beautiful and adequ a te st amp 
des igns. 

Mr. Rich began w ith a ra th er general dis­
play to exe mpli fy an outsid er 's views on 
s tamp des ign o r th e non- technical apprecia­
tion of st amp des ign. A page of his P oland 
" number one's'', th e 1860 iss ue, illu strated 
hi s ex pl anat io n of th e meda of a pa rticula r 
st amp. In this case, it mu st positively be 
id entified with th e Russian E mpire but suffi­
ciently d iffe rent to be associated wi th th e 
P olish te r r itory. In passing he po inted out a 
few of th e printing fl aw va rieties to be fo und 
on this st amp. M r. Rich spoke of th e omis­
sion of lines of engravi ng on ce rtain U nited 
States st amps, as the 1-cent National D efense 
s t amp, and th e success atta in ed in ge tting 
imp act on th e des ign ac ross to a g reate r de­
g ree. H e th en comp a red th e designs of th e 
U nited States Co lumbi an Ex posi tion issue to 
th ose of th e Trans-Mississ ippi Exposition 
analyz ing each in te rms of this contempora ry 
c rite rion of beauty. As a fin e example of 
pleas ing wo rk, Mr. Rich offe red th e black 
2-cent of 1861 portraying Andrew J ackson 
( th e " Bl ackj ack" ). 

The 191 0 Union P arli ament commemora­
tive of th e U nion of South Africa was in Mr. 
Rich 's opinion a beautiful and successful 
s tamp design incorporating all the fine detail 
in its design and emphasiz ing it without de­
trac ting from th e central design. 
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The in ability of ce rtain designs to t ake 
specific color s w as brought out ~xamples of 
F ranc's "T ype Sage" iss ue. Dark color 
made the design emphatic, light color such 
as ye llow almost completely nullified the de­
sign, becoming only a smear of color under 
st rong light. Mr. Rich th en went on to 
s~eak of th e oth er pitfa lls in stamp design, 
such as th e size itself to show the need for 
histo rical and fac tu al accuracy. Several 
pages of fac tu al errors in st amp designing 
\·Ve re show n like th e St. Kitt's w ith Colum­
bus usin g a telescope and France w ith the 
Sowe r violating a bas ic ag ra ri an rule. Moti­
va ted by a bit of mischievous emotionalism, 
M r. R ich th en sta ted th at he th ought the 
P enny Black an example of " horribl e stamp 
des ign". This st atement prompted consid­
e rabl e r ebuttal w hich enabled Mr. Rich to 
di sag ree w ith most of th e members for 
sever al minutes. 

Mr. H enry M . G ood kind led off th e dis­
cuss ion by speaking on th e domin ate cha rac­
t eristics of th e st amp as th e deciding fac to rs 
in determining its aes th etic sta tu s, r ath e r 
than its emotional appeal. Th e f un ctional 
valu e and security pu rposes also bear str ong 
influ ences , Mr. G oodkind contend ed. C la r­
ence W . Braze r th en gave th e histo rical 
backgro und of th e development of th e st amp 
pe r se (a design to indicate a receipt for 
payment of a t ax o r a se rvice fee ). H e ap­
proached th e subject of design from the 
technical aspect and spoke of those problems 
r ath er th an th ose of specific design. The ex­
temporaneous rema rks we re sufficient to con­
clud e th e fir st of th e triumverate. 

Jl!lr. L ouis St ich discussed th e bas ic devel­
opment of th e stamp. One entire sid e of the 
wall fr ames was fill ed wi th a rtist 's draw­
ings, pencil sketches, and oth er design devel­
opment indicia belonging to Mrs. Paulette 
N ewma 11 11. These were exclusively of France 
and C oloni es, which we re ind eed a r a re privi­
lege to behold. Mr. Stich spoke most elo­
qu ently on each item in the exhibit, explain­
ing why various a rtists' designs w ere re-
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THE CLUBHOUSE 
jected or why a particular modification in a 
dr awing was made. He explained each de­
sign must be made w ith the know ledge that 
it was to be printed by a specific method as 
each presented different problems and offered 
certain limita tions. Almost all of t"' e fa mou s 
French and Colonial st amp designers of the 
twentieth century were represenrt>d by some 
example of their work-Cans, Delzers, De­
ca ris, B a rl ange re, Cheffer and Corttet with 
the latter of considerable representat ion. His 
allegorical design as used for th e 7 5th anni­
versary of the U. P. U. was represented by 
various sketches for the design , detail used 
to modify the original design, the various 
steps in alteration until the final acceptance, 
the essays, color trials , then the proofs, de 
luxe presentation sheets and finall y the fin­
ished stamp. A li sting of this exceptional 
material should be made for the edification 
of th e future students of these issues and of 
stamp design itself. The opportunity to view 
this type of material is offered only too in­
frequ ently and those who missed it have 
much to regret. 

T o compl ete the showing of materi al to 
support the discussion on stamp design our 
modest Pres ident, Mr. John J. Britt, allowed 
our Secreta ry, Mr. Haverbeck, to speak on 
seve ral fram es of mate ri al from Mr. Britt's 
collection. These were essays, proofs and the 
fin a l stamps of certain airpost issues of the 
world. The material needed little elabora­
tion and thus the talk here was short. 

The final added attraction was one fr ame 
of recent Nicaragua issues and Souvenir 
Sheets with sports, U. P. U. and United 

a tions themes from the Collectors Club col­
lection presented by the Government of N ica­
ragua. Mr. Ira Seebacher commented upon 
the designs in the sport series showing th at 
the artist had a poor knowledge of many ath­
letic games. For in stance, a pole vaulter 
would break his back if he performed as de­
picted on the stamp. 

This meeting held much attraction for most 
all who attended. Mrs. N ewmann's exhibit 
was worthy of artistic appreci a tion. The 
remarks and the whole spirit of both the 
speakers and the audience evidenced a i;enuine 
emjoyment of a night somewh at different 
from the usual, orthodox philatelic display 
and lecture. (M. G. O'R.) 
JOO THE COL
Meeting of December 15, 1954 

Mexico 1856-68 

The early issues of Mexico have fascinated 
many ardent philateli sts in th e past. This 
Club's records show that some of its finest 
exhibits and most schol a rly a rticles in THE 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST were on the 
I 856-80 M ex ican postage stamps. Names 
like Chittenden, Chapman, Gilbert, Luff, 
Odfjell, Stier and Wilson a re still remem­
bered fo.r th eir g rea t studies. ow the 
present generation stepped forth to exhibit 
and speak abou t th eir knowledge of th ese 
same stamps. The three "youngsters" who 
handl ed the above program were John K. 
Bash, lam es B eal and David Golden. 

Mr. Bash, who acted as the spokesman, 
fittingly introduced three veteran philatelists 
on Mexico who had tr avelled to New York 
especially for thi s meeting. They were Col. 
Hamilton of W ashing ton, D. C. and Messrs. 
Ta ylor and Woodwa rd of Phil adelphia, P a. 
Mr. Bash opened his r emarks by orienting 
hi s audience with a short hi story of Mexico. 
H e remarked th at Mexico's history is older 
th an ours and that it has been a turbulent 
one. It is not known definitely when a 
pos tal se rvice commenced, but Mr. Bash 
spoke upon a rep rese ntative showing of ea rly 
Mexican st amp less cove rs, th e most fasc i­
natin g: being from Texas towns when under 
IM ex ica n control in th e ea rly 19th century. 
H e a lso called attention to a most interest­
ing r ange of postal history from Mr. Wood­
ward 's collection . These were early st amp­
less cove rs from the 17oo's mostly from 
Mexico to Guatemala, shown in one fr ame. 

The attr act ion for collectors to ea rly 
~1exico is due, in a g rea t measure , to the 
cancell ation s. It was opined, and representa­
tive materi al was exhibited for substanti a­
tion , th at no country used more appealing 
cance ll ation s than Mexico. Another fac tor 
th a t has a id ed the philatelist was th e Spanish 
influence upon Mexico's post al ad ministration 
which caused detailed reco rd s to be kept. 
Just as our country is a union of st a tes, 
Mexico has her districts. For security re a­
sons and to guard against robberies, a con­
trol had been kept by overprinting each dis­
trict's name on the stamp when a consign­
ment w as received. Reference to past arti­
cles in this magazine will show the research 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XX:XIV, NO. II 



done on compiling the District overprints. 
Mr. Beal was the next speaker. His se­

lected material from his collections covered 
all the east side frames. He spoke on the 
stamps from the first ones of 1856 on, and 
their fa lsifications. Mr. Beal referred to 
the official Rules and Regul ations as they 
were published prior to the issuance of the 
first st amps. Then he touched upon the 
succeeding issues through the Emperor Maxi­
millian of 1866-67. Once again one saw th e 
attr ac tion in early Mexico with its wonder­
ful range of fancy cancellations and interest­
ing cove rs. Because it was th e practice of 
business houses in Mexico to keep records 
through co rrespondence, th e philatelist has 
been blessed because of this. 

Mr. Beal then dwelt upon the counterfeit s, 
reprints and falsifications of Mexico stating 
th at wi thout fear of contradiction, no other 
philatelic field is as full of such imitated 
material as Mexico. The counterfeits, proba­
bly of European manufacture , are so crude 
they deceive mostly youngsters or neophytes. 
But the reprints made from th e original 
plates a re a different story. This is not a 
pretty one. But the facts as uncovered by 
s tudents show that many stamp dealers in 
the United States and abroad had their 
fi ngers in this. The reprints were made and 
sold upon philatelic orde r, while th ei r dis­
tribution was largescale. In fact, present­
day collectors, who have gath ered little or no 
philatelic knowledge, still are victims of this 
trade in rep rints. D espi te th e publication of 
knowledge, traffic in falsifications continues. 

or did the fak ers ove rlook cancella tions 
often using great guile and intelligence. Mr. 
Beal was provoked into his excellent studies 
of thi s Mexican fake materi al because he 
h ad been swindl ed when a beginner. He 
feels strongly th at the only way to effectively 
s top this tr affi c is by study of the materi al 
and making this knowledge known. 

The final portion of this evening was de­
voted to the exhibit of Mr. Golden who 
showed the 1868-72 issues after the fall of 
Emperor Maximillian. Mr. Bash spoke for 
Mr. Golden stressing the chaos that followed 
the fall of this foreign ruler and how to main­
tain a postal service, each district resorted to 
different provision al methods. Some created 
new tempor ary stamps such as the Guadala­
jara provisionals while others used the older 
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issues with different methods of control. 
The meeting closed with a brief question 

and answer period with some in the audience 
participating. Our three "youngsters" 
showed through their exhibits and knowledge 
of the material that they are carrying on the 
tradition of having some of the keenest phila­
telic minds enjoy the early issues of Mexico. 
Desp ite all of the past scholarly studies, 
much still remains to be learned. Messrs. 
Bash, Beal and Golden are seeking the so­
lutions to as many of the unsolved problems 
as possible. An interested audience showed 
its app reciation for w hat those present had 
seen and heard. Another fine meeting night 
devoted to the classic period of Mexico's 
st amps has been recorded in this Club's 
history. (H. M. G.) 

The Meeting of J anuary 5, 1955 

Kingdom of Korea 

The first meeting of the new year was, as 
is customary, devoted to the exhibition and 
discussion of one of the collections th at has 
been donated to the Club. This year it was 
the " J oseph S. Rich" collection of Korea. 
The pages carried the old name " Corea", 
which was the practice when this was being 
assembled. No one was more fitted to lead 
the discussion of this collection th an the son 
of the donor, M1·. Stephen G. Rich. 

Th is collection is not one of those vast ac­
cumulations of stamps which some collectors 
delight in gathering, but ra ther a small rep­
resentative grouping which reflects exactly 
the stamps and phila tely of the old Kingdom 
and the later Empire of Korea. 

The Kin gdom of Korea had been for sev­
eral centuries tributary to China, so the first 
postage stamps used within its boundaries 
were Chinese stamps available at the various 
Chinese post offices. The J apanese had long 
cast envious eyes upon this peninsula which 
is like a dagger pointed at the heart of Japan. 
In 1884 they obtained sufficient influence in 
Korea to be allowed to administer a re-orga­
nised Kore an post office. On ovember 27th 
or 28th , I 884 the Korean post office placed 
on sale the first Korean postage stamps. Mr. 
W. Lloyd H eath, who lived in Korea from 
the end of World War II up to the outbreak 
of the North Korean invasion, related a talk 
which he had had with the son of one of the 
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THE C LU BHOUSE 
original post al clerks of the Seoul post office. 
Th is man told Mr. Heath through an inter­
preter that the post office had opened about 
IO A . M. on the day the st amps w ere first 
put on sale. Riots were taking place in the 
city, either aga inst the J apanese or against 
the innovati on of postage stamps, one cannot 
be sure which. The post office was invaded 
within minutes of its opening, the postmaster 
w as murd ered and the supply of stamps, 
which had been printed by the Japanese Fi­
nance D epartment, we re throw n into the 
stree t and burned. Many of the stamps 
were stol en in th e process. These looted 
stamps were later brought into the post 
office and cancelled to order by the clerks. 
As the morning mail for Inchon had left 
ea rly, probably a round 6 or 7 o'clock, it is 
imposs ibl e th at any of th ese stamps we re 
genuinely used on letters . 

Th e Koreans did not try stamps ag~in until 
th e 1895 series printed in W ashington, D. C. 
by A. B. Graham. The collection showed a 
good display of th ese lithographed stamps 
with th e range of perforations and overprints 
which were lat e r applied to th em. In 1900, 
the ove rprint "Tai H an" signifying "Empire 
of Korea" was applied to the st amps. This 
change of title was a token of the over­
throw of C hin ese influence and was t anta­
mount to a declaration of independence. The 
Chinese Government, weakened by th e Boxe r 
Rebellion, and the subsequ ent inv asions by 
European, J apanese and Am erican forces 
co uld not preve nt thi s. 

The issues of 1900-1902 w~re printed by 
the Stamp Printing Bureau of th e K orean 
Government. By 1902 the J apanese influence 
w as again growing. So we find th a t th e 
s tamp issued th a t yea r to commemorate the 
fortieth year of the Empero r Kwang My 
was design ed by the J apanese and th e pla tes 
prepared in Japan , while the printing was 
done in Korea. 

In 1903, the Kore an Government ordered 
its final series of stamps from th e French 
Government Printing Works in Paris. They 
also ordered post markings and cancellation 
devices from th e French. This was th e final 
protest against Japanese influence. 

During th e Ru sso-Japanese War, the J a­
panese forces occupied Kore a to use it as a 
base of operations against the Ru ssian troops 
in Manchuri a. On June l , 1905, the Kore an 
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postal service was amalgamated with that of 
Japan and the iss ue of sepa rate st amps was 
discontinued. 

The display was remarkable for the num­
ber of covers from the middle pe riod, some of 
which a re quite scarce, and for the complete 
sheets of the 1903 provision al overprints. 
A short discuss ion period closed the mee ting, 
led by Miss Zirkle, an ardent specialist in this 
country, who donated an important cat alog to 
th e collection. Any of th e members of the 
C lub who m ay desire to inspect or to study 
this coll ection may do so upon application 
to the curato r of th e C lub's coll ections. 

A 1111ual Mel' ting 

J anu ary 12, 1955 

The Annual Meeting of THE COLLECTORS 
CLUB took place on J anu a ry 12, 1955· Presi­
dent J ohn J. Britt call ed th e mee ting to o rder 
at 8 P . M. It is es tim ated th a t abou t 70 
members we re p resent. 

It is not feas ible in a journ al of this type 
to print all of th e 19 Committee R eports 
read before th e membership. Only those 
R eports th a t are considered of general in­
te res t to th e majority of our re aders a re 
published. For instance, the lengthy R eport 
of th e Treasurer is omitted because late r in 
th e year the financial position of th e Club 
w ill be included in this magazin e by th e 
Auditor 's Statement. Also th e R epo rt of the 
Library Committee dwelt almos t compl etely 
upon the Survey of th e New York Public 
Library made las t yea r which was published 
in THE COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILATEL IST of 
July. 195+. 

Report of the Awards Committee 

The Awards Committee, to select th e best 
article appearing in THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
PHILATELIST during 1954 a re pleased to an­
nounce that th ey have un animously ag reed 
upon-

Travancore - Cochin 
Its Postage Stamps and Postal History 

by 

Frank M. Cowen and J. Devasya 

as the Med al Winner for 1954. 
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T HE C LU BHO U S E 
A s in previous year s it is also our pleasure 
to award t hree Ho norable M en tion Certifi­
cates of equal m erit to the auth ors of the 
fo llowing a rticles, lis ted m alph abetical 
o rder-

ROB E RTO G ARC IA-LARRAN AGA 
Additions t o S . C hapm an's, " Th e P ostage 

Stamps of Mexico" 

mus L. MURPHREE 
Ph ilippines-Th e 1944-45 P rovisio nal 

"Vict or y" I ss ue 

ROB E RT G. STONE 
Fra nce used in Guadel ou pe. A History of 

th e P ostal Mark ings 

W e again w ish to compl iment th e E ditori al 
Boa rd for th e continu ed excell ence of the 
COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILATELIST and to express 
our appreciation to all th ose w ho so kindly 
contributed a rticles and to Mess rs. B oggs, 
H averbeck , ]l;f ueller, Rich and W ickersham . 
fo r th eir eight a rticles th at co uld not be 
considered fo r an awa rd as th e auth ors we re 
ei th er a member of th e E ditori al Boa rd or a 
previous w inn er. 

President's Report 

You have j ust hea rd th e repo rts of th e 
va rious Chai rm en of the ac tive Committees 
of you r C lub. T fee l cer t ain you will agree 
wi th me th at the year 1954 was indeed a 
good year for the Coll ectors Cl ub. O nce 
aga in we have made marked prog ress in 
several d irections, due in mos t pa rt to the 
fi ne spir it of coope ra tion of yo u r Board of 
Gove rnors and th e membe rs of th e Club w ho 
se rved on th eir Committees. T his year again 
our bless ings a re mani fo ld , th anks to th e 
unifi ed efforts of our entire membership w ho 
part ic ip ated in th e annu al campaigns and by 
thei r devot ion and generous r esponse as­
su red each event of being a well merited 
success . 

The yea r 1954 w itn essed several new inno7 
va tions among w hich was th e r eactiva tion of. 
th e COLLECTORS CLU B MEDAL fo r " D evoted 
Se rvice to th e Club" and medals we re ten-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, 
dered to Hiram E . D ea ts, G eorge R . M . 
Ewing, A bra ham H at field, ] olm A. Klemann, 
Harr y L . L indq uist, and Th eodo re E. Stein­
way, w ith the presentations t aking pl ace at 
th e Coll ecto rs C lub aff a ir las t O ctober . 

Anoth er important event was the cre ation 
of the "Community Service Committee'', for 
th e prim ary purpose of fos tering in terest 
among th e younge r element in stamp collect­
ing and in thi s w ay do our sha re in combat­
ing juveni le delinquency. The Committee 
was responsible for sending a g reat many 
parcels of st amps and philatelic supplies to 
J unio r Stamp C l ubs through out the coun­
try and at a late r da te the se rvice was ex­
tended to includ e st amp clubs in V eterans 
H osp itals. 

Th e norm al fun ctions of the C lub pro­
ceeded smoothly during th e entire yea r , with 
th e COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST again at­
t aining new heights of phil a telic journ alism. 

The survey of our libra ry und er th e direc­
tion of th e New Y ork Public Libra ry was 
completed and plans w ere in process fo r in­
creas in g th e fac ilit ies of our libr a ry in th e 

· futur e. 
O ur invitation membership camp aign was 

again responsibl e for bringing into our fold 
a select group of members and th anks to 
th e effo rts of th at Committee, our member­
ship now st and s at ove r 1200-giving us 
th e la rges t membershi p in our long and hon­
ored histo ry and th e highest potenti al r eve­
nue f ro m dues. 

A n0the r highly successful annu al Collectors 
C lub Fu nd aff a ir was st aged at which t he 
Alfred F. L ic htenstein Memorial Award was 
prese nted to D r. Carr oll C hase. This event 
added a conside rable amount to our treasury, 
th anks to th e generous contributions of our 
meml:ers. Incidentally, th e entire amount 
raised th ro ugh this fund in 1954 is being 
chann ell ed to th e L ibr a ry. 

The H ouse Committee fun ctioned again 
in its usu al mann er, the results being shown 
in th e cond.it ion of th e cl ubhouse . 

O ur New York C ity t ax situa t ion is still 
in st atu s quo, w ith th e C ity's appeal before 
th e Appell ate Division slated to be heard 
during th e month of February. 

The constant research and scientific scope 
· of · -our phil atelic inves tigations carr ied on 

during th e year by ou r membership is best 
exemplified by th e schola rly a rticles in the 
NO. II 10 3 
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COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST and the publi­
cation of at least one new handbook a year 
by the Collectors Club. 

Most gr a tifying of all , howeve r , is the con­
tinu ed enhance ment of our integrity and pres­
tige which we have maintained over a period 
of 58 yea rs-a truly remarkable r eco rd in­
deed. It may well be said th a t the COLLECTORS 
CLUB in I954 has truly earned th e right to 
reta in its proverbial position as th e 'Host to 
Philately' in this country. 

In closing my report, I should like to take 
thi s opportunity to thank our membership for 
their loyal support and to congratulate the 
Boa rd of Governors on their r emarkable at­
tendance record at scheduled meetings. 
THE COL
As in I953 , so in 1954, it has been a real 
privilege to se rve .as you r President and I 
desire to thank each and every one of vo u for 
yo ur very fine coope r ation, during my 
ad mini stration. 

J ohn]. Britt, Presiden t 

Following th e re-election of th e Govern­
ors, this Boa rd elected the following office rs 
fo r th e year 1955: 

President-Edwin E. E lkin s 

flice President-Harrison D. S. H averbeck 

Secretary-S tephen G. Rich 

Tr easurer-William R. R ankin 
Secretary's Report of Membership 195+ 

Membership Report as of January l, 1954 .. ........ ......... .... .... . ............ .......................... .. 1 191 
Resident (including 4 Honorary or Life ) .... .. ..... . ........ . .... ..... ........ .. 28 4 
Resident under 35 ..................... .................. .................... . ................ 24 
U. S. Non-Res ... ... ........ ... ........ ...... ........................ . .. .. ..................... 696 
Junior ...... .. . .. .... ... ... .. .. .... ... ................. ... .. ..................... . ........ . ......... 3 
Foreign (i ncluding 5 Honorary or Life) .... ....... ...... ..... ... .. .......... ..... .. 184 

Add New Membe rs Elected during 1954 : 
Resident ... .. ..... ............. ....... ........... .... ... .. .. . ... ..... .... .... ...... .. ....... ..... . 24 
Res. under 3 5 ..... ................... .. . ... ... ..... ... .. ........ .. . .. .... -· .. · · · · ..... · · ... ·. l 
U. S. Non-Res .......... .. .. .... ...... . ....... ....... ..... ... .. .... . .. ...... .... . .. .. .... . .. . . . 49 
Foreign ........... ... .. .. .. .. ... . ......... .. .... ............ ............... .. .. .... ... . ....... .... . 19 

93 93 

1284 
Losses dur ing 1954 were as follows: 

Resignations 
Resident ....... ...... ........ . ........... .............................. .. ... ... . ..... ....... .... . . 5 
Non-Resident ............ ......... ....... .... .......................... .. ...... .... ........... . 19 
Foreign .......... .. ................ ..... .. .. ........ ... ............ . ... ............ . ....... . .. .... . 4 

28 
Dropped 

Resident ... ................. ..... ...... . .... ...... .. ... .... . .... ...... ..... . ...... ........ ....... . 5 
Non-Resident ................ ........ .......... . ..... .............. ............. . .. .. ....... .. . 16 
Foreign ..... ............. ...... ... ..... .................... .. ...... ..... ... . .. .. ... .. ... .......... . 11 

32 
Deceased 

Resident .............. . ........ .. .. . ........... ...... .................. ... ........... . ...... .. ... . 1 
Non-Resident .......... ........ .. ... .. ..... .... .... ... ... ..... ..... .. . . .. ....... ............ .. . 8 
Foreign .... .... . ................ . ... ................. ... ............................ ..... ......... . 5 

14 74 
12 10 

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY as of December 31 , 1954 : 
Resident ( including 5 Honorary or Life ) ......... ........ . .......... .. ...... ... . 297 
Resident under 35 .. .. ... .. .. ... . .. . .. .. ... .... ................... . ... ... . .... .... .... .. ..... . 26 
U. S. Non-Res. . ... ............ ........ .... ......... .. ... . ................................ . . . 702 
Junior ...... ........... .. ...................... . .. : . .... ... . ......... ...... .... .... . ............... . 2 
Foreign ................ ........... . .... .. .... ............. ..... .... ......... ..... .. ............... . 183 
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THE CLUBHOUSE 
Meeting on J anuary I9, I955 

United States Coil Stamps 

For the U nited States 20th Century col­
lectors amongst us, this night was specially 
provided , so that th eir specialty might not be 
neglected amid the programs of classic and 
foreign issues. On this occasion, a compara­
tively little known and sparingly cultiv ated 
portion of the field provided th e subject of 
two excellent showi ngs. 

M1-. Edward Hill, guest exhibitor from 
Verona, N. J. and the West Essex Phil atelic 
Society, has made the I939 Presidenti al coils 
his special field of study for the past three 
yea rs. H e opened the evening w ith some 
60 pages in the wall frames on one sid e of 
the meeting room. The material was so well 
a rranged on each page th at every frame was 
an object of some beauty. 

The showing was arranged by each fea­
ture in its occurrence through th e series of 
stamps, rather th an by the usual method of 
each stamp in all its variants. Thus, the 
pages commenced with the first day of use of 
each of these I3 st amps. Mr. Hill men­
tioned the rel ative obscurity of th e coils, as 
shown by th e fac t that the whole set of r 3 
produced less th an 250,000 covers on th e 
first day. This is somewhat und er the nor­
mal first day cover outpu t for any one sheet 
st amp of 1938 or any commemorative of this 
period. 

P articul arly interesting was the comprehen­
sive showi ng of th e outer coil wrappe rs, each 
with from two to a dozen of the stamps lef t 
a ttached. Mr. Hill commented on the suc­
cession of different styles of imprint, of col­
o rs of imprint and of kraft and white paper 
for th e wrappers. The interesting revalued 
wrapper, converted from Ic to r Y,c coil use , 
and fou nd in 1954 at Albany, Oregon, was 
shown. This was fo llowed by the pl at e 
numbers. Since th ese are normally lost in 
coil making, and appear only in part on coils 
cut w ith bad centering from th e edges of th e 
web of st amps as printed, seve r al recon­
structed compl ete numbers from two opposite 
web-edges we re featured . Mr. Hill expl ained 
the several peculiarities of coil plate numbers 
w ith clarity. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV,
Then followed th e plate-joint-line pairs, 
and th ei r co rrel ative on Bureau Precancelled 
coils, th e gap pairs-further, the line-gap or 
combin ation pair, occurring once every 204 
st amps on Bureau Precancelled coils. A 
natural sequel was th e pai rs and strips show­
ing repairs of broken coils. On thi s the 
complete glassine repair strip , gummed both 
sid es and perforated I I , was shown. Mr. 
Hill explained w hy such paste-up r epairs 
a re norm ally line pa irs, because for account­
in g conveni ence, an entire "sheet" of stamps, 
line to lin e, is r emoved when a coil web gets 
torn in manufacture. 

Covers showing various interesting uses, 
such as a regular 6c coil for airmail (most 
unu sual ) and a pair of rc coil on a postal 
card to make up th e 4c foreign post al card 
r ate , filled most of th e res t of the exhibit. 
A final short section w as devoted to color 
varieties, w hich in seve ral cases exceed mere 
"sh ades". 

Mr. Wint hrop S. Boggs then showed, on 
th e oth er sid e of the room, in frames , the 
co ils prior to 1939 from th e Philatelic 
Foundation's Luff R eference collection. Be­
ginning with the ex periment al coil s of the 
1902 types, issued in 1908, and going through 
th e fl at plate coils of th e r909 type, he ex­
pl ained in considerable interesting detail the 
method s of coil manufacture, th e occasions 
for introduction of coils, and th e various fa lse 
imitations of the scarce ea rly coils. 

P assing on through th e ch anges of perfora­
tion-12, 8 Y, and ro--and th e r easons for 
th em, ]VJ r. Boggs proceeded to the rotary 
press printed coils and th en to the various 
private coils. On these las t, his explanations 
of th e purposes of the vario us special perfora­
tions brought order into a group usu ally 
thought of as chaotic. In several cases, th e 
full story of cert ai n scarce items, such as th e 
first IO cent coil , was given. 

There was considerable discussion of fea­
tures in each exhibit , after fo rm al adjourn­
ment of the meeting, wi th the exhibitors. 
In fact, those of th e "U. S. 20th" collecting 
g roup present discovered much that had 
previously escaped them, but th at was of 
real interest, in th e half hour ere the exhibits 
were taken down. (S. G. R.) 
Our library has a need for "Foreign Language Translators" mainly for classification 
of material. All those with the right qualifications please communicate with our Librarian , 
Mrs. E ldridge . 
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At th e Board of Governors meetings held 
December 22, 1954 and J anu ary 26, 1955, the 
fo llowing new members were elected: 

4291 Owen L . White, Victoria, Australi a. 
Collects Chin a, Nepal, British and 
French Colonies. 

4292 Martin J. W armbrand , Brooklyn, 
N. Y. Collects America and I srael. 

4293 Cha rles Y . Pfoutz, New York, . Y. 
Coll ects Latin America. 

4294 J. H . Scruggs, Jr. , Birmingham, Ala. 
Coll ects U nited St ates, Confederate 
States and South America. 

The L ibrary Committee reports the acqui­
si tion of th e fo llowing: 

] aarverslag 1953. V ier en twintigs te J aar­
verslag uitgebracht aan de directeur­
generaal de r Posterijen teleg rafie en 
telefonie. Published by th e I eth erlands 
Postal Museum. (Dutch) 

Grece : Grosse T ete de Mercur e. Les 
Causes des Chiffres Depl aces by 
Garas. (Greek and French) 

Birds of th e Wo rld on Stamps by Sidney R. 
Esten. Published by th e American 
Topical Association. 

Ch ecklist of Swedish Travelling Post Offices 
( Rail-P .K.P.) 19 14-1954. Compiled and 
published by Capt. K. J ahr. 

A Christmas S t ory by C . W. Me redi th , F . R . 
P . S. L. and Cyril Kidd , A. S. A. A. 
Publi shed by R. C. Alcock, Ltd. , Chel­
tenh am, England . 

Do ctors Philatelic by Oscar Gottfried. Pub­
li shed by th e American Physician, Inc. , 
New York. 

Scott's D ollar British Am erica Stamp Cata-
logue 1955· Scott Publica ti ons, Inc., 

l ew York. 
Scott's D ollar Unit ed S tat es Stamp Catalogue 

1955· Scott Publications, Inc., I ew York. 
Mic hel Briefmark en Katalog Ub ers ee 1938. 

Verlag des Schwaneberger Album, Leip­
zig. Gift of Mr. Alfred J. Hill el. 
(German ) . 

Katalog over N orges Frim erk er 1955· Pub­
li shed by Oslo Filatelistklubb. Gift of 
NORWEX, Oslo, 1955. (Norwegian­
Engli sh Introduction and Vocabulary. ) 
J06 THE COLL
Philat elic Information S ervice of Croatian 
Government in Exile. Published by 
Boletin Fil atelico Croata, Buenos Aires. 

Blue Ribbon U. S . and Plate Numb er C heck­
list. Published by Pl ate Blocks, Inc., 
Chicago. 

L 'lndex Philat eliqu e de France Ca talog ue 
1849- 1955 by Pierre A. Cubells. Sois­
sons (Aisne). (French ). 

Stamps of th e It alian R epublic by Pierson 
Ostrow. 

Vat ican C ity by Pierson Ostrow. 

Stamps of th e B-Zone Trieste by Pierson 
Ostrow. 

Czechoslovakia Protecto rate of B ohemia and 
lvl oravia 1939- 1945 by George C . Kobyl­
ka, Berwyn, Ill. 

Czechoslovakia - 2nd R epublic, Supplement 
No. 1. 1953- 1954 by George C. Kobylka, 
Berwyn, Ill. 

Bulletin of th e Po/onus Philatelic So ciety. 
Several issues of back numbers to com­
plete fi le. Gift of M r. Myron E. 
Steczynski. 

Korean Philat ely. Several iss ues to com­
plete fi le. Gift of Mr. H arold D. Bea rce 
through kindness of Mr. W . Lloyd 
H eath. 

Die Ma rk enh ef tchen, K ehrdruck - und Zwi­
schenstegmark en der Schweiz 1904-1954. 
Published by E rn st Muller, Basel. (Ge r­
man). 

Cass ell's Frenc h-English , Englis h-French D ic­
tionary. Edited by Ernest A. Baker, 
M.A., D.Lit. Revised by J . L. Man­
chon. Publi shed by Funk & W agn all s 
Company, Tew York. 

Appleton' s R eviser! Cuyas Dictionary . Eng­
lish-Spanish , Span ish-English. Revised 
and en la rged by Lewis E . Brett and 
H elen S. Eaton with th e assistance of 
Walter Beveraggi-Allende. 4th Ed . Pub­
li shed by Appleton-Cen tury-Crofts, Inc., 
New York. 

The following were received from the N a­
tional Phil atelic Museum, Philadelphia, P a. 
through an exchange of duplicates from our 
Libra ry: 

Free French S tamps Catalogu e and G uide. 
1945. Publi shed by F. L. Stamp Co., 
New York. 
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SCHEDULED MEETINGS 

March, April , May, 1955 

March 16th 
" Brazil " by A. j . Hillel and others. 

April 6th 
" Haiti " by Samuel Dal simer and F. B. Sellers. 

April 20th 
Annual Competition . 

May 4th 
Program to be presented by the Boston 

Ph ilatelic Society . 

May 18th 
U. S. Posta l Stationery to be presented by 

P. H. Thorpe and Marcus White . 
ALFRED H. CASPARY 

(Continued From P age 60) 

ad nause um . But th ese bo re no influ ence be­
ca use A . H . C . never strayed from hi s own 
r igid st and a rd s of cond·iti on. If he coul d not 
fi nd a st amp o r cove r in " hi s" condition, he 
went w ith out it. V irtu ally, he t aught col­
lecto rs to rega rd fin e condition as ind ispensa­
ble to th e enjoyment of stamps. And of 
co urse his natural eye for cond ition was 
sha rpened by the cou ntless exampl es of all th e 
classic st amps tha t he saw and fro m w hich he 
made h is choices . Whence came this gi ft 
fo r disce rn men t ? Probably it was bo rn in 
the man, because it is apparent also in th e 
quality of his coll ec tion of E nglish P o rcelain . 
H is fi ne t aste was evident in h is home fur­
nishings, mani fes t ing t ime and again a ra re 
se nse of appreciation for fine th ings like 
A merican antique fu rniture. 

W hat we re hi s stamp affi lia t ions? Tot 
many. His close friends were few. But 
th ose few someti mes spe nt long hours wi th 
him ove r h is stam ps. His greates t all iance 
was wi th th e Phil atelic Fo un dat ion. Fo r th e 
pas t few years, he se rved as its fi rst H onor­
a ry C ha irman. A lso he had been an ac tive 
membe r of its Expe rt Committee since its 
incep t io n in 19+6. To membe rs of this Com­
mittee he was always ava ilable for his 
op inions. and hi s g reat collecti ons we re al-
F rance Ca talogue. E dited by Pierre de Bri-
mont. 1946. Published by Barcl ay 
P ress Co., Montreal. 

P ostal Sta t io nery of th e Netherlands, by J. 
VanDeth , Bla ricum, H olland. 1948. 

P olis h Post 7 Y ears W ar 1939-1945 by 
H . M. Smith , P.T.S., S.D.A. Published 
fo r T he P ulaski Phil atelic C lub, D etro it. 

L ist of R el igion 011 S tam ps 1950, by Rev. 
Aloysiu s S. H orn , F r emont, Ohio. 

Alabama Steamboa ts 18 19- 1869 by J. H . 
Sc ruggs, J r . 

Specialized P rice Catalogue of th e Confeder­
ate S tates General I ssu es by C harles J . 
Philli ps. 
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ways open to th e Phil a telic F oundation fo r 
refe rence o r comp arison. H e w as quick and 
positive in his opinions, but always they we re 
backed by fac t o r histo rical knowledge of th e 
item in qu es tion. App arently th e Phil atelic 
F oun dation was to him th e bulwa rk of phil a­
tely fo r collec tor s, a so rt o f patrician society 
fo r the advance ment of probity, hono r and 
knowledge in th e st amp wo rld. 

Of la te yea rs, relatively less was added to 
his collec tions. H ow can one add g reatly to 
pe rfection-or completeness? Fo r nea rly 
half a century he had th e pick of g reat col­
lect ions, of g reat fi nd s. Na turally it was 
d ifficult for him to be a ttr ac ted by the vas tly 
increased values of r a re st amps today. 
A. H . C. acqu ired th em all at th e time w hen 
few appreciated th e ba rgains he bought. But 
never did h is inte res t in st amps cease. His 
fa iling eyes ight fin ally consigned hi s st amps to 
the vau lts, bu t he always kep t some in his 
home to talk abou t. U ntil hi s end, a phil a­
telic frie nd dropped in fo r a ta lk. 

A g reat lamp of phila tely has gone out. 
The interes t and vas t knowledge of A. H. C . 
w ill be mi ssed by th e Ph ilatelic Found ation, 
by THE CO LLECTORS CLUB PHI LATEL IST and by 
the f r iends w ho we re privi leged to know him. 
A nd probably many yea rs w ill pass befo re the 
man, th e knowledge and th e wealth w ill meet 
toge th e r aga in as th ey did in Alfred H. 
Caspa ry. 
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CENTRAL AMERICA 
For many years, as a collector, my interest in Central America 

was great. When I turned professional a few years ago, this 
interest remained . The dream of any specialist is to see the 
country whose stamps have attracted him. 

This dream has come true. Left the U. S. A. last November, 
and drove South to MEXICO, COSTA RICA, GUATEMALA, HON­
DURAS, NICARAGUA and SALVADOR. Revisiting nearly all on 
my way back. · 

COM I NG HOME with lots of stamps and covers. If you are 
a Specialist in the above countries, better write me immediately 
because my purchases contain only one or two examples of items 
in demand. 

RICHARD N. CONE 

606 WEST LIBERTY STREET VERMILION, OHIO, U.S. A. 
Get them now­

Y our 1955 Scott Catalogues 

Vol. II, Standard Catalogue (Europe, 
Asia , Africa ) .. .. ...... .... .. .. .. $5.00 

Vol. I, Standard Catalogue ( U. S .. 
British Commonwealth & Ameri-
can Nations ) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... $4.00 

Combined Edition, Standard Cata ­
logue (Vols. I & 11 bound to-
gether ) ..... ..... .. .... .... ... .. ... .. $8.00 

Scott's U. S. Specialized Cata -
logue ... .... ..... ........... .... .... ... $3.50 

Order today from your dealer. 

Scott Publications, Inc. 

461 Eighth Ave., New York 1, N. Y. 
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Sta111ps for Sale '! '! '! 
WE CAN BE OF SERVICE TO YOU ! ! 

For mor e t h a n a qu a r ter of a Cen t ury, COLLECTORS, DEALER S, TRUST COMP ANI ES 
and EXECUTO R S OF ESTATES have consulted u s r egarding t h e con ver sion of P hilatelic 
Proper t ies in to CASH. 

IF YOU WANT TO SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION . 
we can offer early dates a nd attr active terms. Expert supervision of a ll m ateria l by a n 
experien ced P hilateli c A uction eer. Liber al advan ces pen din g sale. Compreh en sive in su rance 
and Holmes E lectric Protection safeguards you r property w hile in ou r possession . Ou r Ca talog 
distribut ion is world-wide. 

OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE . . . 
3uccessfully p laces Collection s, Stocks and R a rities w h er e t h is meth od is p ref err ed. 

IMMEDIATE CASH IS WAITINC . 
for t he outrigh t p u rchase of su i t able m ateria l regardless of a m ount. 

I 
I 
! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
! 

Our Advice, Backed by 28 Years Experience in the Stamp Trade , is at Your Disposal ! 
In fo rmation Cheerfu lly Given -

..--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--=·~---

IRlVIN HEIMAN~ INC. 
S erving Am erican Philately Since 1926 

2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

R o om '108 ~ Tel . : J U 2-231>3 

! 
• 
§anabria's Air Post Catalogue 
increases your enjoyment of collecting, helps in avoid­

ing costly mistakes and widens the collector's horizon . 
Including free subscription to coming supplements 

$6.00 
post fr ee 

RELIABILITY COURTESY EFFICIENCY and MODERATE 

CHARGES have, for many years , been the guiding principles in 
Sanabria 's popular New Issue Service. 

Air stamps of all countries and/or All stamps of the British 

Commonwealth and Empire are at regular intervals being mailed 
on an approval basis to an ever increasing number of satisfied 
subscribers. Ask for free booklet with full particulars to-day. 

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO. , INC. 521 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 

A. MEDAWAR, President 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. II . VI 
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•India• 
The magnificent specialised collec­

tion of the lithographed 1854-55 Y2 
anna and 1 anna which has been 
formed by Colonel A. E. Stewart of 
Ballater, an eminent authority on the 
early issues of the late Indian Empire. 
Each of the e ight volumes are remark­
able , not only for the thoroughness 
w ith which the individual items are 
annotated , but by the pen and ink 
sketches by the owner which illus­
trate the particular deta il to which 
attention is drawn . 

Enlarged repl icas of the stamps are 
freely used to indicate the posit ion of 
flaws , retouches or irregular ities , 
which are to be found on the items 
shown on each page. The condition 
throughout is generall y very fine to 
superb and the offices at which the 
cancel lat ions were appl ied are noted 
as relevant . 

In addition to the numerous unused 
items spread over the e ight " F. G. 
Popular" albums , three complete un ­
used sheets are included wh ich com ­
prise the 112 anna d ie I A stone , 112 
anna d ie 11 C stone and 1 anna d ie 11 . 

The pr ice of th is remarkable study is 

• $11620. 
Full detai ls 2re obta inable from 
the Private Treaty Department 

- 0 f -

Robson Lowe Ltd. 
SO ·Pall Mall 

London, S. W 1. 
Cables: " Stamps, London" 
VII THE COLLE
HAWAIIAN MISSIONARIES 
These Rare Stamps " Almost Non-Ex­
istent" " Except" in Defective or Repaired 
Condition 

# 2, Sc Blue (Ty. 2 ), Super Appea ring, 
4 Ma rgins , Minor Repai r, Red and 
Black Town Cancels. (Cat . $3,000) 

Net $1 ,000.00 

# 4 , 13c Blue (Ty. 1 ), 4 Margins, Bu t 
Extensively Repai red . Exce llent Space 
Fille r (Ca t . $4,000 ) 

Bargain at $$00.00 

# 4 , Same (Ty. 2 ) , Fine Appea ring, 4 
Margi ns, Pinhead T hin and Corner 
Crease, Not Repai red, Bl ack Gr id Can-
cel. (Cat . $4 ,000 ) ..... ... Net $850.00 

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund 

Gladly Sent on Approval with References 
Installment Payment Terms (25 % Down , 
Balance in 3 or 4 Monthly Payments ) 
If Desired. 

Jack E. Molesworth 
APS 
SPA 

1 02 Beacon Street 
Roston 16, Mass. 
PUBLIC AUCTIONS 
(2500 to 3500 Lots each ) 

and 

MAIL SALES 
(6000 to 700·0 Lots each ) 

conducted monthl y . 

Richly ill ustrated Catalogs free . 

Publishers of 

Mercury §tamp Journal 
edited by EDWIN MUELLER 

Last issue 25c, older sample copy 1 Oc. 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 Fifth Avenue (at 44th St. ) 

New York 36, N. Y. 

l T elephon es: MU 2-7106 a nd 2-6976 
Cable A ddress: ME R CST AMP NEWYORK 
CTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. 11 



'T
SPECIA LIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 
of ~ltoi~e 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Cover s 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 W ater Street Boston 9 , Mass. 
H E COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO
Some Unusual Items : 
COLOMBIA : SCOTT #537a pair .... $ 

538a pair .. .. .... ... ...... ... .... ...... .. .. 
561 INVERTED OVPT ... .. ........ .. 
562- 564 dble ovpt ........ ........ .. . 
563 dble ovpt. one inverted .... .. 
565 imperforate block of 4 .. .. .. .. 
C42 Imperf. horizontal pair .. .. .. 
RA47 double ovpt ... .. .. ...... ...... .. 

CANADA : C9b mint .... ... .. .. .... .... . 
C9b block of 4 .. .. .... ... .. .. .. ..... .. 
C9b Plate block of 4 .. ............. . 

7 .00 
5.00 
2 .50 
7 .0 0 
5.00 
8 .00 

12.00 
5 .00 

32.00 
160.00 
390.00 

( A s CDb is a 1ways poor ly centered w e can deliver 
only a s is , bu t t ry to do the best w e can . There 
a re only less t ha n 550 copies of t his variety 
known ) 

ZEMSTVO : 14 different mint cata-
logued by SCHMIDT .. .... .. ... . .. 6.00 

- in blocks of 4 .. ...... .. .... .. ...... 28.00 
- in sheetlets of 25 

(only 3 sets available ) .. .... .. .. 140.00 
W E R E F U ND PROMPTLY IF SOLD OUT. 

If remi tting in U S fu n ds p lease add 25c for b a nk 
rate. we carry t he d iffe ren ce in agio. 

R. MARESCH & SON 
69 Hayter, Toronto (2 ) , Ont., Canada 
WE SPECIALIZE IN 

AMC 

ISRAEL 

POLAND 

TRIESTE 

VATICAN CITY 

New Pr ice Lists. Just Out. 
Wr ite for you r free copy. 

MANY, MANY MORE INTERESTING 
ITEMS IN S'l'OCK. 

WHAT DO YOU NEED? 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
116 Nassa u Street, New York 38, N. Y. 

ASDA-Coll ect ors C lu b 

s. L . BAYER, Proi•. 
r 

TIBET 
Scott No. 7 & 8 used on cover .... 50.00 
Scott No . 8 used on cover .... 25 .00 
Scott No. 7 & 8 in complete un-

used sheets of 6 
EXTREMELY RARE .... .... 300.00 

Scott No . 14- l 8 in complete un-
used sheets of 12 .. .. .... .. 20 .00 

NEPAL 
Scott No. l 6a complete unused sheet 

of 53 with 7 tete beche 
pairs. Cat. Val. $ 144.00 25 .0 0 

ALL CUARANTEED CENUINE 

Postage Extra. Prices in U. S. Dollars. 

We specialise in the stamps of India , 
Indian States, Nepal and Tibet. Covers, 
Postal Stationery etc . of these countries also 
in stock . Want lists solicited. 

B. L. DHAU N & SONS 
(Members : P. T . S. London ) 

Desraj Street, Patiala. (India ) 
. II VIII 



HOME AGAIN 
I have just returned from a very 

favourable European buying trip . Du ring 
this tr ip I obtai ned much material seldom 
seen on this side of the Atlantic, which 
is now available to be sent out on ap ­
proval to interested pe rsons. 

At the same time, I have consolidated 
quite a number of new sources for scarce 
specialized material . T his will ensure a 
heavier flow from Europe than occurred 
before my trip . 

An Agent for llilessrs . Robson Lowe 
Ltd., of London, England, for 

Canada, the United States and 
the European Continent. 

ROBERT W. LYMAN 
6 Myles View Place, 

Toronto, Willowdale, Ontario 
A. S. D. A., C. S. D. A.. A. P . S. 

Collectors Club of New York 
l
THE COLLE
Quality AJ!I 
VF. - Superb!! 

Extremely Fine .. 

• 
IS IT really possible to have a 
true scale for describing the 

condit ion of a stamp? 

READ the letter in the 

supplement of 

JULIARD CATALOGUE 
Supplement and catalogue are mailed free , 
write: 

Alex S. J uliard 
" The Finest in Classics" 

NARBERTH , PA. 
Offer these to us-Our records 

show dealings ranging from 

small collections to an accumu­

lation of one of the oldest 

U. S. A. Dealers. Outright cash 

pu rchase or, if des ired , Auction . 

Cet more for your stamps! 

W rite us today. 

Ask for free copy of our 

Auction Catalogue! 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
15 Park Row, New York 38 

Tel. Ba. 7-3830 
At Your Service 
For All 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
PHILATELIC 

COMMERCIAL 

INTERIORS 

PORTRAITS or 
CANDIDS 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
( P hotographer for the 

 
Collectors Club Philatelist) 

205 West 57th Street 
New York 19, N. Y. 

_______, 
CTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. II 
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Boston 
Auction Sales 

OF CHOICE 

United States 

and 

Foreign 

HELD REGULARLY 
Catalogues Free 

Daniel F. I( ell eh er 
7 Water Street, Boston 9, Mass. 
TH E COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxxrv, N
~---NOT ICE----· 
to PROSPE'CTIVE BIDDERS at 

the LONDON SALE of the 

WATERHOUSE 
U. S. Collection 

(27-30 June ) 
. . . H av ing lon g b een f a milia r wit h the 

treasu res in this world-f amou s collection of U. S. 
Classics. I h ave n ow co llaborated in lott ing a nd 
describing t h em for the a u ction cata logue. This 
is be ing acknowledged t h ere. 

My unsurpassed PERSONA L knowledge of t h e 
great collection t hus acquired is at t he 

SERVICE OF BIDDERS 
WHO NEED ADVICE ON 

VALUE, QUALITY & INTEREST 
OF ANY LOT. 

My fee fo r a n init ia l R EPORT on a ny on e lot 
is $2 (on 10 lots $15, 50 lot s $50, m ore by 
arra ngem en t). My BUYING COMMISSION (sale 
person a lly att ended by m e) is 5% on t h e bid 
received if s uccessful . or, a t buyer's choice - on e 
quarter of a m ount saved w h en p u rch ased lower 
t h a n b id. 

Contact m e w h en you have copy of a u ction 
catalogue or now . 

OTTO BACHER, PH.D. 
Collectors Club N. Y., APS., BPA, PTS & others 

The Westminster Stamp Co. Ltd. 
THE USA SPEC IAL ISTS IN BRITAIN 

Regency House, Warwick St., London , W.1 , G.D. 
,_ ______ E stab lished 1921 _______ , 
FOR 

CJaAMc 
!JMUJllJ 

WRITE TO: 

DOUGLAS BOTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

Newlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
O

AUCTION SALES 

of Rare and Valuable 

British North 
Ameri~a 

and other Postage Stamps held 
regularly. 

Illustrated catalogs available a month before 
sale date 

Estate Properties solicited for sale 
at auction or outright purchase. 

J. N. SISSONS LTD. 
59 Wellington W , Toronto, Canada 
Phone E mpire 4-6003 . Cables: Sistamp, Toronto. 
. II x 



The 

"Sir Nicholas Waterhouse" Collection 

of XIXth Century United States 
JUNE 27 .30, by H. R. HARMER Ltd., of London 

WILL BE SOLD AT AUCTION 

By H. R. HARMER LTD. of London 
The "Wate1·house" Collection is t h e most importan t group of X I Xth Cen t u ry U nited 
States ow n ed outs ide of America a n d con tains a wea lt h of rare and valuab le pieces 
to a value of over $100,000. Exception a l item s a nd groups inc lude a lovely 
l\Ullbury cover, St. Louis Bears a nd othe r Postm asters; 1847 on and off covers ; a 
fin e disp lay of all types 1851-61; 1861 includes t h e fa mous unused block of 12 3c. 
pink , t he firs t design lOc. mint block ot four, and 90c. valu es on com bi nation covers; 
1869 .issues with h igh values on covers ; a w ea lt h of later 19th Cen tury, includ ing 
beautiful Departmentals. a lso specia lized sections of Carrier s a n d Locals. 

EXHIBITION IN NEW YORK 
The Collection will be on exhibition f rom MAY 4th 
to 7th inclusive at the offices of H. R. HARMER, 
INC., from whom can be obtained t he fully-illustrated 
Art Souvenir Auction Catalogue. Price $1.00 post­
free. 

Further particulars may be had 
from 

H. R. HARMER INc. 
6, WEST 48TH STREET, NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 
Postal Stationery of the World Exclusively, 
in our 50th PUBLIC AUCTION SALE, now in preparation. 

This sale will include a very fine lot of U. S. ENTIRES, plus an outstanding 
lot of U. S. POSTAL CARD proofs, essays, etc . 

A portion of the WORLD COLLECTION formed by Dr. W . I. Mitchell of 
Berkeley, Calif., plus other interesting allied material ; POSTAL HI STORY 
items , covers, etc. 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE free for the asking. 

IF YOU ARE A SPECIALIST, and have not added POSTAL STATIONERY 
to your favorite country, why not drop us a line requesting a selection? 

WE HOLD THE LARGEST STOCK of Postal Stationery in this country, and 
can usually supply something of interest. 

HIGGIN§ & GAGE, INCORPORATE D 
Philatelic Auctioneers & Brokers 

23 North Santa Anita Pasadena 8 California 
XI TH E COLLECT ORS CLU B PHILATELIST , VOL. XXXIY, N O. II 



Collectors Club Handbooks 
EARLY AMERICAN PERFORATING l\IACDINES 

AND PERFORATI ONS 1857-1867 
By Winthrop S. Boggs 

. 33 Pages .... ......... .. .... . 20 Illustrations .... ... .... ... .... .. Price $1.00 

FRENCH MOROCCO 
THE 1943-44 TOUR HASSAN ISSUES 

By Charles Neidorf 
56 Pages .. ......... ......... 62 Illustrations .............. .. .... Price $1.50 

The Postage Stamps and Postal History of 

TIBET 
By Harrison D.S. Haverbeck 

61 Pages . .... ..... .. .. ... .. . 141 Illustrations ........... .... ..... Price $2.00 

The Postage Stamps of 

NEPAL 
By Dawson, Haverbeck and Smythies 

46 Pages .... ...... ... ... .. .. 60 Illustrations ....... .... ....... .. Price $1.50 

Collectors Club Philatelist 

CUMULATIVE INDEX (1922-1951) .. .............. PRICE $1.00 

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 
THE TWO CENT CREEN STAMP 

By Howard Lehman 
23 Pages ... . .. . .. . . ... .. .. .. 41 Illustrations . .. . ... . ..... ... .... Price $1.00 

BRAZIL 

Bulls Eye Centennial Issue 1843-1943 ...... .... Price $2.00 

GREECE 

(Translation from KOHL'S Handbook) 
Paris I~ II and IV Only Price $2.00 Each 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35 St., New York 16, N. Y. 



H. R. HARMER, Inc. { 
International Stamp Auctioneers 

6 West 48th Street New York 36, N. Y. 

- PLaza 7 - 4460 -

• 
Unreserved Public Auctions 

MONDAY - WEDNESDAY --APRIL 18, 19, 20 

AIR POST 
COMPRISING 

A renowned specialized collection of COLOMBIA, 

chiefly Scadta issues with most of the big rarities and errors; 

A mint collection 

with many scarce errors and varieties; 

A used collection; 

A collection of Air Post issues on covers, 

many rarer sets, first-day covers, etc. 

MONDAY - FRIDAY - APRIL 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 

THE LARGEST WHOLESALE STOCK 

EVER OFFERED AT AUCTION 

* 10 million stamps - catalogued 1 million dollars * 
Write now for catalogues of these and future outstanding auctions scheduled 
by H. R. Harmer, Inc. at their great, new Auction Galleries, 6 West 48th 
Street, New York 36, N. Y. 




