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Jamaica: The Pictorial Issue, 1919-1938

By MICHAEL D. W. VOKINS

The correspondence hooks of the De La Rue firm are le s s  informative about the "P ic­
to r ia l Issue" than about earlier issu es. Thus, some values generate no comment at 
a l l ,  and only a few values are a source o f  extensive correspondence.
On 30 April 191.8 the Crown Agents placed an order fo r  three m illion l^gd. stamps " o f  
a special design". A photograph was provided, and by 8 May De La Rue was able to 
produce two rough sketches (Figure l )  o f  borders w ith the photographs reduced to the 
required size . De La Rue commented that " ...th e re  i s  so much d eta il that i t  is im­
possible to crowd a l l  the figures in to  the required space; for prin ting  the copper 
plate process is  proposed as the most suitable p ro ce ss ."  The Government o f  Jamaica 
clearly  did not l ik e  this overcrowded design, and on 25 July asked fo r  the prepara­
tion o f another design. De La Rue's second design (Figure 2) was availab le on 8 
August with the comment: "The increased size undoubtedly offers more scope for the 
engraver, at the same time we fear that the deta il in  the mass o f figures at the end 
o f the vessel w i l l  be rather in d is t in c t ."  A photograph and sketch sent from Jamaica 
were returned and an estimate given o f £3^ for a copper plate and an original work­
ing plate, plus 2 s .3d. per 1,000 stamps. This design was accepted on 2h September, 
and E llis  W olfe, the Postmaster in Jamaica, was allowed to  retain the Specimen stamp 
sent on 8 August.

FIGURE 1
FIGURE 2

By now stocks o f  the Ugd. George V Keyplate design were running low , so on 10 Decem­
ber the orig in a l order for three m illion  stamps was divided into l̂ g m illion  of the 
Keyplate design and 1^ million o f  the new design. Even this precaution was scarcely 
su ffic ien t, because on 28 February 1919 the new design was requested to be available 
at the end o f  May, "otherwise the old  design should be supplied aga in ." On the same 
date De La Rue sent colour specimens for selection ; proofs with an approved colour 
selected were returned by lh March. Then, on 30 May, De La Rue was able to report 
that the new l^gd. p ictoria l would be ready on 3 June.
The firs t  p rin tin g  was invoiced on 9 April 1919 as 8,000 sheets, se t ho, plus 378 
Specimen stamps. The firs t  order fo r  1% million stamps was completed by 19 June in 
five  printings. There was a complaint on 19 September about variation  in colour, to  
which De La Rue replied  that "wiping and polishing in tag lio  printing plates tends to  
cause more varia tion  in colour."
The only other noteworthy mention o f  the l^d. value occurs on 20 July 1920, when in 
a requisition fo r  five million stamps the description refers to the "Peace Commemor­
ation" design. This is  the same description that Stanley Gibbons gives in its 1920 
catalogue, suggesting that the Ugd. was separately conceived rather than being the 
f ir s t  arrival o f  the P ictorial "S e t".
No mention is  made in the records o f  the watermarking o f  paper, but a l l  printings 
during 1919 and 1920 would have been on paper watermarked Multiple Crown CA. The



change t o  Multiple Crown Script CA paper should be id e n t if ia b le  as a 1921 p r in tin g , 
which included the preparation o f  further Specimen stamps. However, in the "Day 
Books" no charge is entered for a second set o f  Specimen stamps, nor are the Speci­
men stamps listed  in the p rin ter 's  record "Colonial Stamps". By comparison o f  print­
ing dates with the date o f  introduction o f  Script CA paper fo r  other values, the 2 
July p rin tin g  should be the lik e ly  date. But the Jamaica handbook by G. W. C o lle tt  
states that the l3gd. value on Script CA paper was issued on 2 February. S in ce  I 
have a copy postmarked in  May o f  1921, i t  i s  probable that the date o f 2 February is  
correct. This does lead to  the odd conclusion  that the lJgd. value was being printed 
on S crip t CA paper at a time when the o th er  values, and stamps from other co lo n ie s , 
were s t i l l  being produced on Multiple Crown CA paper.
In the Crown Agents records there is a "P la te  Register"; however, the Jamaican en­
tries run only from 1923 to  1929 and th ere fore  give us no information on the product­
ion and use o f  the fourteen plates used fo r  printing the llgd. value (but see la te r  
for the 5/- value).
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FIGURE 3 FIGURE 4 FIGURE 5

The 10/- value was the next new design t o  be ordered, on 9 September 1919, and De La
Rue produced two designs------ A (Figure 3) and B (Figure 1+)'. The design had to  be sub­
mitted t o  H.M. the King fo r  his approval, as i t  incorporated his head. As on ly  small 
quantities o f this stamp would be required, the copper p la te  process was proposed for 
its  production. For the orig in al die and working plate the quotation was £3U. On 2 
December, upon hearing that Design A was approved, De La Rue proposed that the stamp 
should be printed in the colour o f the 1/- Bahamas Peace Stamp. The colour was ap­
proved on 11 December. The f ir s t  printing o f 336 sheets, se t  30, was on M ultip le  
Crown CA paper, and included 385 Specimen stamps, invoiced on 18 March 1920. Accord­
ing to C o lle t t 's  Handbook, 2,595 copies were destroyed in  192k by the Jamaica Treas­
ury. The second p rin ting , invoiced on 19 May 1921, included kOl Specimen stamps, as 
the watermark had been changed to Script CA.
Except f o r  the 5 /-value, the remaining stamps o f  the P ic to r ia l  Issue were ordered on
8 March 1920. By k May De La Rue was a b le  to send photographs o f  the ten designs
they had prepared on the basis o f sketches sent from Jamaica. The and Id . were 
to be printed  by the surface process, the other designs by the copper plate p rocess. 
The Crown Agents approved the designs on 6 May, but asked fo r  the printing t o  be in 
two co lou rs , with the Jgd. , Id ., and 2%d. values to conform to  the requirements o f 
the Universal Postal Union. The values were f ir s t  printed on various dates startin g  
in September 1920, and a l l  had a short l i f e  before further Specimens were required 
because o f  the change t o  Script CA paper.
Changes became necessary in some of the designs, the f i r s t  being in that o f  the 2̂ gd. 
value. On 20 April 1921, the Crown Agents reported that the publication "Stamp Mag­
azine" had carried a paragraph stating th a t a mistake had been made in engraving the 
Union Jack. De La Rue rep lied  that a new border plate would be made free o f  co s t , 
and th e ir  record book "C olon ia l Stamps" had an annotation o f  the same date which



reads "the f ir s t  p la te  had the Union Jack wrongly engraved by Mr. P earce." The new 
border plate was f i r s t  used for the printing  o f 27 July and coincided with the change 
to  Script CA paper.
The accepted design fo r  the 6d. value was the A bolition o f  Slavery v ignette  (Figure 
5 ) , o f  which three printings were made before the Government of Jamaica had doubts 
about the p o l it ic a l  wisdom of the is su e . The correspondence books only record a 
message from the Crown Agents on 5 August 1921 that a 6d. printing in the old design 
(K ing's Head type) was urgently needed. The stopgap prin ting  was invoiced  on 23 
August, but a request for a new design for the 6d. value does not appear un til 21 
December. De La Rue provided the new "Warships" design (Figure 6) on 12 January 
19 22 , but again there was a delay and approval of the design was not given until 2 
June.

FIGURE 6

The quotation fo r  p lates was as fo llow s :
6d. Original View Plate £26 13s. hd.
6d. Original Duty Plate £10 13s. Ud.
Working View and Duty Plates £k2 0 0

De La Rue suggested dark blue for the centre, and the border in the co lou r o f  the 
King's head 6d. On 20 June the Crown Agents replied that the colours should be of 
those o f  the o r ig in a l design; in p ra ct ice , o f course, the colours used were black 
and blue.
The last value t o  be ordered for the P ictor ia l Issue was the 5A stamp. On 3 August 
1920 a new design, primarily in b lu e , was requested in  an order for 15,000  stamps.
A detailed "design memorandum" was provided:

Jamaica is  popularly known as "the Is le  of wood and water". This stamp is 
supposed to  symbolize "wood and water".
"Wood" is  symbolized by the god Pan, who is shown playing his pipes amidst 
woodland scenery. The god Pan is  intended to symbolize the s p ir i t  o f  the 
woodland country.
"Water" is  symbolized by the constellation  Aquarius, which is  shown in the 
sky. The p os ition  o f the sta rs  is  accurately shown in the sketch. The 
three lower stars are s lig h tly  to  the right o f  the four upper sta rs . The 
four upper stars give an "im pressionist" the idea  o f fa lling ra in . Although 
in rea lity  a l l  o f the stars are o f the same magnitude, the sketch should 
show the three lower stars so as to make them appear slightly  smaller than 
the four upper stars.

On 30 August De La Rue produced a design which was approved on 9 September, subject 
to  an alteration to  the stars: "Three lower stars should appear s lig h t ly  smaller 
than the four upper stars. Your design shows the three stars la rger." On 8 Decem­
ber De La Rue reported that engraving the plate had taken longer than expected. The 
f ir s t  printing was invoiced on 12 January 1921 as UOR sheets, set 30, plus 397



Specimens. When the paper was changed t o  Script CA, i t  seems that the taking o f  
Specimens was overlooked, as the Crown Agents "Plate R egister" has an entry on 3 
June 1925 that Specimens were made as "n ot taken in 1923". The register a ls o  re­
ports interestingly  that a new plate was made at this date as the old p late  was 
broken.
The 5/- value reappears in  the correspondence books in connection with the George VI 
issue on 23 August 193T5 when the Crown Agents reported the decision to re ta in  the 
design, subject to the introduction o f  an e ffig y  o f George VI.
The la s t  design change to  be requested in  the P ictoria l Issue involved the Id . value. 
On 29 November 1921 the Crown Agents t o ld  De La Rue that the Government o f  Jamaica 
required "Postage and Revenue" in the design . A new border die and plate were pre­
pared at a cost o f £2b , and the design change again co in cid ed  with the change o f  wat­
ermark, with the f ir s t  printing of the new design occurring on 11 August 1922.
Consideration was given to  adding an 8d. value to the P ic t o r ia l  Issue. On 12 June 
1922 De La Rue was requested to produce a design based on a photograph o f  The Ferry 
Inn ( l8 b 0 ) ; on 26 July they proposed making the design o f  the same size as the 2d., 
3d., and kd. values. The design produced seemed to the Government to be "dark and 
f la t " ,  so on 20 September an improved design was requested. On 3 October a fresh de­
sign was provided, and on 13 October the Crown Agents reported  that they had forward­
ed the design to the colon y. This intended issue is not mentioned again. Both de­
signs are illustrated  in  the 1976 Robson Lowe sale, Bermuda-2.
The v a rie ty  o f pane s iz e s  that was used fo r  the P icto r ia l Issue apparently gave the
Jamaican Post Office some headaches, because on 21 October 1921 there was a request
to p rin t the p ictoria ls  in  different s iz e d  sheets "to a id  bookkeeping". The Post Of­
fice  would have preferred:

60 to sheet or pane 2/-, 3/-, 5/-, 1 0 /-.
2l+0 to sheet or pane h&., l^d ., 3d . ,  bd ., 6d . , 1 / -
120 to sheet or pane Id ., 2d ., 2Jgd.

On 30 November De La Rue replied that due to the unusual s iz e  o f  the P ic to r ia l  Issue 
they were unable to carry  out the suggestion. They o ffe re d  instead the fo llow in g  
p o s s ib il it ie s :
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Jgd., Id. 
lhd.

2d ., to 1 / -

3/-, 5/-, 107-

Special sizes o f  paper needed.
Change from UO set to  96 set.
Change to 120 s e t , but designs would 

need m odification .
Could be p rin ted  60 set.

The remedy was to change to designs that could be printed in a more orthodox s iz e ; 
this was done in 1926 in  the case o f the Igd., and in 1928 in  the case o f the Id . and 
the llgd. The 2^d. and 6d. were replaced in 1930 and the 2d. in 1932, but the con­
tract was awarded to Waterlow and Sons. In due course in stru ction s were g iven  for 
the destruction  of ob so lete  plates and d ie s : 12 August 1927 for  the *§d., lU March 
1929 f o r  the Id. and l^gd., 22 September 1931 for the 2lgd. and 6d ., and 9 February 
1933 fo r  the 2d.
The records o f this issu e  close on a n ote  o f anxiety, as emergency printings had to 
be ordered in 1938 when the new George VI issue was delayed. A message on 7 July 
asked fo r  a requisition to  "please catch the boat o f July 21st", while a f in a l  small 
printing o f the 3d., Ud. , 1/-, and 2 / -values had to be ordered on 31 August 1938.

(To be continued)

CHECK LIST WILL APPEAR IN JULY 1983 JOURNAL



BARBADOS FORCES AIR LETTER FORM UPDATE by Tony Shepherd

When studying p o s ta l history, one always has the fe e lin g  that lightn ing w ill strike.' 
In the case o f  th e  Barbados Forces Air Letter Form, which I described on page 125 o f  
the October 1982 BCPJ, i t  did. In the la st sentence o f  that October a r t ic le  I had 
stated that "Perhaps someday a postally-used example w ill turn u p ." It  did!

I thank Mike Hamilton for sending me a xerox o f the item, shown above. The form is  
addressed to a Major F. W. Staff in  Ottawa. Franked with 6d. in adhesives, the form 
is postmarked on 27 DE LL with a CIRCULATION BRANCH /  G.P.O. BARBADOS CDS. The 
sender is Col. H. G. Reid, whose name has long been associated with the philately o f  
S t. Luc ia .

Caribbean Reflections by Walter Chapman

I have been collecting stamps since my early teens. So when my wife, four sons, and I join­
ed the Peace Corps in 1970, and were assigned to Antigua in the Leeward Islands, one of my 
concerns was that while I was away I wouldn't miss out on any of the new issues from the Uni­
ted States, the United Nations, and Canada. I never gave a thought to the philatelic possibili­
ties available as a result of living in the West Indies. I had no collecting interests in the 
Caribbean at a ll. In fact, I had never even heard of Antigua!
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After settling on Antigua I became fascinated with the history of all the British Caribbean is­
lands. They all seemed so different, a fact that I felt resulted from events in their individual 
backgrounds. Living on Antigua, it was natural for me to start there. However, I could find 
very little in the way of historical material available there. I became very frustrated until I
thought of stamps. And there it was!-----the whole history of Antigua beautifully illustrated on
the island's stamp issues. It was all covered— from the Carib and Arawak Indian origins to 
the present independent state.

I found a small postal sub-station in the village of All Saints, where the Postmaster was also 
an old-tim e stamp collector. We spent many hours talking about Antiguan stamps and postal 
history. I absorbed m ore from him than I could have learned from any book.

Our Peace Corps training group included about 130 volunteers, scattered throughout the entire 
British Caribbean area. We all kept in touch and visited back and forth. So we w ere able to 
visit m ost of the other British islands. Upon arriving in a new island country, the first thing 
I would ask was 'Where is the Post Office ? "  There I could usually find a postal worker who 
would be interested in stamp collecting. W e would sit and chat for a while and look over the 
older and newer stamp issues, and I would leave knowing that I wouldn't need a tourist guide 
book. The stamps had "told " me what was worth seeing and visiting on each island.

When we returned home in 1975 I kept up my Antigua collection. Unfortunately, I knew of no 
one e lse  who collected that area. Then one day, while reading a copy of Stamp Collector, I 
saw an ad from George Bowman, and wrote to him. In corresponding with him he introduced 
me to the BCPSG. I joined, and now get much more satisfaction from my collection because 
of being part of the Group.

Ba h a m ia n  Local Po s t

THE CHUB CAY CARRIER SERVICE

B y J a c k  Ha r w o o d

For the past four years I have annually v is ited  Chub Cay, one o f  the Bahamian "out- 
is la n d s", for a few days o f fishing, r e s t ,  and relaxation . As a p h i la t e l is t ,  I have 
always been a b it disappointed that the island had no p ost o f f i c e ,  and apparently no 
postal service at a l l .  In 1982 I decided to Join with an enterprising is la n d  taxi 
d r iv er , Levi Wilson, t o  establish a l o c a l  carrier s e rv ice , complete with adhesive 
stamps (la b e ls ). S erv ice  was inaugurated on 18 December o f  that year.
Chub Cay is  one o f the smaller inhabited islands o f the Berry Island group. Total 
land area is  about th ree  square m iles. The permanent population numbers 56, almost 
a ll o f  whom provide one service or another for  the t o u r is t  trade. There i s  a small 
a ir s t r ip  available t o  private a ircra ft . Customs f a c i l i t i e s  consist o f a two-room 
bu ild ing  overseen by the island 's Customs O fficer, a Mr. Turner. The is la n d  has a 
good natural harbor and an excellent man-made harbor/marina. The only f a c i l i t i e s  are 
provided by the Chub Cay Club, which operates a restaurant, lounge, commissary, and a 
gasoline pump, a ll lo ca ted  at the marina. I have never seen either o f the islan ds 's  
two policemen, who apparently spend t h e ir  time watching fo r  marijuana t r a f f i c .  The 
only telephone is at the club o f f ic e .  The sole concession to modern telecommunica­
tions has been the in s ta lla t io n , in 1982, o f  cable te le v is io n  service. A ltogether, 
this i s  a beautiful p la ce , charming and peaceful. The beaches are m agnificent and 
the fish in g  outstanding. The local residents are fr ie n d ly  and accommodating.



33Since I always a rr iv e  at Chub 
Cay by a ircra ft , I couldn't 
avoid meeting Levi Wilson. Kis 
Dodge van provides the trans­
portation from the a irstr ip  to 
your accommodations. Levi w ill 
also help locate  anything you 
may need while on the island.
He loaned us h is  radio several 
years ago when we forgot ours 
(a trop ical storm was approach­
ing, and we wanted up-to-date 
weather inform ation). For sev­
eral years Levi has been the 
island "mailman", delivering 
le tters  to the a ir s t r ip  or to 
the freight boat. They are 
carried on to Nassau where they 
enter normal m ail channels.
Levi's postal a c t iv it ie s  have 
been formalized as the "Chub 
Cay Carrier S e rv ice " , or CCCS.
Three stamps have been pro­
duced, shown at the right in 
sheetlet form: 50^ blue and 
green -  map o f  Chub Cay; $1.00 
magenta and orange -  conch 
shell (pronounced "conk" by the 
islanders); and $2.00 blue and 
v io le t  -  blue m arlin , the most 
sought-after game fish  o f  the area, 
lopes and can celled  with a boxed two

These stamps are affixed  to the backs o f enve- 
- l in e  rectangular handstamp reading CHUB CAY/

CARRIER SERVICE.
Since few lo ca l souvenirs are a v a ilab le , these "stamps" are popular items for tour­
is ts  wishing to  prove that they have been to Chub Cay. The stamps are gummed and im­
perforate, and are printed in sheets o f eight. A souvenir sheet (shown above) con­
taining a single stamp o f  each denomination has a lso  been produced. Designed by A.
B. "Bo" C ostello o f  Fort Myers, F lorid a , the stamps were printed by o f fs e t  printing 
by Press Printing, In c ., also o f  Fort Myers.
Collectors in terested  in obtaining covers serviced by the CCCS may corta ct  Levi Wil­
son, c /o  Chub Cay Club, Chub Cay, Berry Islands, Bahamas. Mint stamps may be obtain­
ed from Wilson or from Jack Harwood, P. 0. Box 066l6, Fort Myers, F lorida 33906. Pay­
ment by personal check is  acceptable ($1 U.S. = $1 Bahamian). Payment should accom­
pany orders, and should include enough to cover the items desired (a t  face value), 
plus airmail postage (currently 21s* to the U.S.) and $1.00 pecking charge. A few 
f ir s t  day covers are available $1.50 (from Harwood on ly ). Because mail service in the 
out-islands is  occasionally  e r r a t ic , several weeks' delivery time should be expected.

(Ed: I wish to  thank Jack for submitting this in terestin g  a rtic le , and for making
available a mint set o f  the three stamps and the p ictured  sheet, both o f  which w ill be 
included in the BALPEX BCPSG Auction Listing. H opefully Jack, whose particular c o l ­
lectin g  specia lty  is  British Empire postal stationery, w ill soon become a BCPSG mem­
ber!
A la ter postcrip t from Jack adds the following data:

"Outbound mail (from  Chub Cay) rece ives either Bahamian or U.S. stamps, depending upon 
destination. The club o ffice  keeps a supply o f both . Mail headed fo r  the States 
(roughly tw o-thirds o f the tota l) usually receives U.S. stamps, and i s  handed over to  
the p ilo t o f the next plane going t o  the States. The p ilo t  simply drops i t  in a m ail-



34 box in  whatever c ity  he arrives, most often on the east coast o f  F lorida. Mail to 
non-U.S. destinations usually enters the system in Nassau. So CCCS covers w ill be 
found with either. I  am not aware o f  a similar s itu a tion  anywhere else ,."

This a r t ic le  o r ig in a lly  appeared in the November/December 1982 issue o f  Robson Lowe's 
The P h ila te lis t. )

u i i i i i i i m i i i i i i i i i m i i i i i i i m n i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i n
Editor’s Message

It was a while getting here but it finally arrived. Beginning on the next page, the much-asked- 
for BCPJ Index, covering the years 1979 through 1982, is being published with tlys issue of 
your Journal.

This compilation, as are the frequent issues of BCPSG Annual Meeting Auction L ists, is the 
product of hard-working CHUCK CWIAKALA, to whom we owe a long and loud round of ap­
plause. .1 happen to know that Chuck's main pursuit, the one by which he wins bread, requires
him to embark on frequent trips to all parts of the world---- som e of them lasting for  weeks or
even months. And knowing this, I just don 't understand how he finds the time required to serve 
our Group in the always-exemplary manner we have come to expect of him. Some people al­
ways seem to get the job  done, and Chuck's name is always among them.

I wish to express the Group's appreciation to the following members who, per information re­
ceived from Ben Ramkissoon, have contributed various amounts to the noted BCPSG Funds.

Publications Fund: ALLEN, J. V .; COOPER, O. R .; HANNAN, J. B . ; THOMPSON, J .E .; 
VON POHLE, C. L. ; WADE, D. D .; and YOO, K.

General Fund: BUMP, C. K .; BURGER, N. B. ; GRABON, G. ; HARRIS, C. G. ; JAMES,
W. H. ; HOLSCHAUER, G .; and MOUNSEY, R. C.

Special thanks go to our Journal printer, KATHY YOO, whose check to the Publications Fund 
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A STUDY O F JAM AICA “M ISSEN T” MARKS
by REG H. LANT

An a r t ic le  in a B ritish  ph ila te lic  magazine concerning Caribbean "MISSENT" markings 
(from countries other than Jamaica), together with Michael Rego's reference to  simi­
lar handstamps from Guyana in his A pril 1982 BCPJ a r t i c le ,  has prompted us t o  now at­
tempt t o  augment the recorded data o f  Jamaica MISSENT marks.
It w i l l  be recalled th a t , in his book "The Postal H istory o f  Jamaica, 1662-1860", the 
late Thomas Foster included the only two Jamaica MISSENT items then known; these 
marks, given symbols TR7 and TR8, appeared in his d iscussion  o f  TRANSIT handstamps.
In collaboration  with BCPSG Founding Member Clint von P oh le , and with the assistance 
o f BCPSG'ers Tom G irald i and Horst Augustinovic, I have been able to add t o  the data 
recorded for the two MISSENT items s p e c if ie d , and also t o  provide information on a 
number o f  similar handstamps. As a r e s u lt ,  the four o f  us have compiled an updated 
MISSENT lis tin g  for Jamaica, using the symbol "MS-" to c la s s i fy  specific item s and, 
where considered necessary, assigning ra r ity  factors id e n t ica l to  those d efin ed  in my 
"Unpaid and Tax Markings" study.

TYPE MSI (TR7)

M-XSS&7l t  Co 
J c L m c u c Q -

A n  u n f r a m e d  t w o  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  h a n d s t a m p  w i t h  l e g e n d  " M i s -  
s e n t  t o / J a m a i c a " .  S c r i p t  s e r i f  f e d  3 mm b y  5 mm l e t t e r i n g  
w i t h  o v e r a l l  m e a s u r e m e n t s  o f  3 2  mm b y  1 1 ^  mm. O r i g i n a l  
d i e  s e n t  f r o m  L o n d o n  t o  K i n g s t o n  o n  1 7  J A N  1 8 1+7-

Two e x a m p l e s  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o r d e d ,  b o t h  i n  b l a c k  i n k .  T h e  
f i r s t  a p p e a r s  o n  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  T r i n i d a d  t o  B e r m u d a  a n d  
s e n t  t o  J a m a i c a  i n  e r r o r .  T h e  l e t t e r  a l s o  b e a r s  a  m / s  
e n d o r s e m e n t  " M i s s e n t  t o  J a m a i c a "  i n  b l u e  c r a y o n ,  d a t e d  ? 
A U G  1 8 7 2 .

T h e  s e c o n d  e x a m p l e  i s  s t r u c k  o n  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  L i m o n ,  C o s ­
t a  R i c a ,  t o  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  8 MAR 1896 ,  r e c e i v e d  a t  
K i n g s t o n  i n  e r r o r ,  b a c k s t a m p e d  12 MAR 1896 ( a l s o  M a r k  M S I  
a p p l i e d ) ;  a r r i v e d  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  o n  2 6  M R  1896  ( s e e  b e ­
l o w )  .

? AUG 18 7 2  12  MAR I 896  V R 2



TYPE MS2 (TR8)

Afcssent to 
Jamaica J5.W.I.

Sim ilar to Type MSI with the addition o f  letters 
"B .W .I.". The le t te r in g  is 3 mm to  k mm script s e r i f  
and the overall measurements are UU mm by 9h mm. On­
ly  one example i s  recorded, struck on a le tter from 
New York to London, 23 JAN 1891, and diverted to 
Kingston in error , where the MS2 mark was applied in  
black ink.

23 JAN 1891 U

TYPE MS3

An unframed single straight line marking with legend 
"MISSENT TO JAMAICA, B.W .I.". S e r iffe d  3 mm ca p ita l 

MISSENT TO JAMAICA, SAVHk le t te r s  with o v e ra ll length o f 6 l mm. Only one exam­
p le  is  known, on a cover from Ceylon to St. K itts- 
Nevis, 27 DEC 19*+8. Forwarded to  Kingston in error 
where Mark MS3 was applied. V io let ink.

27 DEC 19U8 U

TYPE MSlt

An unframed single straight line handstamp with sim­
i l a r  legend "MISSENT TO JAMAICA B .W .I.". The le t t e r ­
in g , however, is  in  3 mm sans s e r i f  caps, with a t o ­
t a l  length o f 63 mm. Two copies have been recorded, 

MISSENT TO JAMAICA BW.T both in 1950. One is  on a cover from Maracaibo, Ven­
ezuela, to Jamaica, New York, 16 JUN 1950 (see below ), 
in  black ink; the other is  from Camaguey, Cuba, to  
C ristobal, Canal Zone, 10 AUG 1950, in v io let ink.
Both covers were mishandled to Jamaica, where Type MS1* 
was applied.

16 JUN 1950 10 AUG 1950 VR2

N0R3ERT COSTA E.
C olon, 66 

MARACAIBO, Zulia 
(Venezuela) /

•5\

>
' b

V

V M  A IR  MAIL

VCharles S, Lasty 
147-22 Cooligde Avenue 
JAMAICA, New York

U nited S t a t e s  o f  America



42 TYPE MS3

_______________
J8PSSSa«t s-WJy

A framed straight lin e  handstamp with legend "MIS- 
SENT TO JAMAICA, B .W .I." in seriffed  3 mm caps, 
with ov era ll length o f  6 l  mm. Enclosed w ithin  a 
single lin e  rectangle measuring 6 j  mm by 11 mm. 
Four examples have been recorded, including one on 
a cover from Ancon, Canal Zone, to B rook fie ld , I l ­
l in o is ,  30 DEC 1955 (see  below); the la t e s t  is  on 
a cover from Blackburn, England, to Kingston, On­
ta r io , 16 FEB 1959- A ll  are in violet in k .

30 DEC 1955 16 FEB 1959 VRU

y$V <7*:.’

W
/ /

/  v  ' ^ C
i s  f  >

'J -S /

'U > ‘  ^  ̂
TYPE MS6

A framed rectangular marking measuring 63 mm by 12 
mm, w ith  legend "MISSENT TO JAMAICA, W .I." en- 

■ ~ ~  r I closed  therein. 3 mm sans s e r i f  caps, w ith  over-
MISSENT TO JAMAICA, W.i. 1 a ll length  o f 52 mm. The only example recorded is

f struck on a cover from New Orleans, Louisiana, to 
P w llh eli, Wales, lU NOV 1965• Mishandled t o  Jam­
aica in  error, where Mark MS6 was applied in  v io­
le t in k . (See next p age .)

lU NOV 1965 U

IN THE NEXT JOURNAL: More Antigua Monograph, more Jamaica 1919-1938 Pictorial 
Issue, Tony Shepherd's "Barbados Defence Forces Postal Markings", Mike Perlin's reasons 
why you shouldn't believe everything in your catalogue, and the BALPEX '83 BCPSG Auction 
List.



43

TYPE MS?

A framed rectangular marking measuring approximately TO mm by 15 mm, with legend 
"MIS-SENT TO JAMAICA, W.I." (hyphenated MIS-SENT!) enclosed therein in 3 mm s e r i f-  
fed capitals; ov era ll length approximately 68 mm. The only example yet recorded 
(see front cover o f  this Journal) i s  struck on an envelope from B ridport, England, 
to Nassau, Bahamas, 18 DEC 1966. The item was d iverted  to Jamaica in  error and 
mark MS7 was applied  before being sent forward to  destination.

18 DEC 1966 U

TYPE MS8

An unframed stra ig h t line single word marking with legend "MISSENT" in 13 mm sans 
s e r i f  capital le t t e r s .  Three examples have been recorded, a ll struck on mishandled 
inland Jamaica covers addressed t o  Mandeville from Montego Bay, Spanish Town, and 
Kingston. The Montego Bay item is  dated 8 NOV 1980; the year plugs on the other 
two examples were eliminated. Known in both v io le t  and black ink.

(Violet) 8 NOV 1980 lU NOV ??
(Black) 27 DEC ??

MISSENT
TYPE MS9

An unframed s in g le  straight lin e handstamp with legend "MISSENT TO JAMAICA" in 3h 
mm sans se r if  ca p ita l; overall length 60 mm. Recorded in both v io le t  and black 
ink.



P ossib ly  the only "MISSENT" handstamp th at could
SHIBSJENT TO  J A M A I C A  not be described as scarce . 23 cop ies-----20 in

v io l e t  and 3 in b la ck -----have been recorded.

(V iolet) k JUL 1978 1 JUL 1981
(Black) 18 NOV 1978 28 DEC 1978

F in a lly , we have an impression o f a la rg e r  version o f  Type MS6 (see below) with a sim­
ila r legend "MISSENT TO JAMAICA, W .I ." . The sans s e r i f  caps are \\ mm in  height and 
the o v e ra ll length is  70 mm; the s in g le  lin e  rectangle measures 10 mm by 85 mm.

Unfortunately, we have no other data and we would welcome advice from any member who 
can h e lp  us out of our dilemma. As a matter o f fact, we are o f  the opinion that there 
are a number o f missing links in this updated lis t in g , and we are appealing fo r  assis­
tance so that we can atta in  the BCPSG's quest for complete coverage.

Personal Mention
GALE RAYMOND wants BCPSG'ers to let him know i f  they're planning to be at the BANGKOK 
'83 Stamp Show. Up to  now, members CHARLES SAWYER, ALAN DOYLE, and Gale have said 
that they w ill be attending that "In tern ation al", and Gale apparently wishes to  make 
arrangements for a Group Far East "Mini-Meeting".
Most BCPSG'ers didn't know that Gale i s  a f ie ld  investigator fo r  the International
Society o f  Cryptozoology---- an organization devoted to fin d in g  animals that haven't
yet been discovered. Subsequent to the Bangkok show he plans to  continue north into 
Thailand's back country, where the ISC i s  seeking a "naulka". This is supposed to be 
the w orld 's  largest snake, said to measure f i f t y  feet in  length and having spinal 
ridges and horns. No one has ever seen one o f these th in g s , o f  course, except while 
s it t in g  in a bar.
He further states th a t, as a member o f  an anthropology team from the U niversity o f  
L eicester (U.K.), he w i l l  be going to the Altai Mountains in southwest Mongolia in 
1981+.

(Ed: Gale is  one person whose l i f e  can tru ly  be described as "adventurous". In my 
f ir s t  issue as BCPJ E d itor, back in February o f 1980, I stated that he had been can­
ce llin g  mail while standing exactly at the North Pole. Then, the October 1982  Jour­
nal recounted his ex c it in g  brush with death along the steamy El Salvadoran shoreline.

To page 49
itn

Antigua Monograph
The fo llow in g  pages contain  a further se ction  o f  the Antigua Monograph. This section 
was dra fted  by B ill C ornell and reviewed by Nat Surtees, Mark Swetland, and Edward 
Thompson. Additional contributions were made by Andy H ale, Angus Parker, Fred Sei­
fert, Arthur Smith, and George Bowman. Photographic assistance was provided by Jinny 
Fisher, Jackie Vidourek, and Mark Swetland.



5. VICTORIAN STAMPS 
5.1 SIX PENCE STAMPS
The f ir s t  Antigua adhesive stamp was the 6d. line-engraved (re ce ss -p r in te d ) stamp 
o f  Perkins, Bacon, and C o., the in it ia l shipment being despatched by th e  printer 
on 1 July 1862, a ccord in g  to  Percy de Worms' "P erk in s, Bacon Records" ( ( 1 ) ) ,  and 
issued in Antigua in  August ( (2 ,  3 )). R eprin tings by Perkins-Bacon continued 
through the shipment o f  6 July 1871. On 23 November 1871 the p la te  was sent to 
the intermediary o f  th e  Agents-General fo r  th e  Crown Colonies, fo r  d e liv e ry  to  De 
La Rue and Co., who used i t  fo r  further r e p r in ts  through the fin a l shipment o f  I*
May 1886 (see below under QUANTITIES for  fu r th e r  d iscussion ). ( ( 1 ,  k ))
On 1 May i860, the c o n t r o l  o f  the Antigua P ost O ffice  was tran sferred  t o  the Col­
on ial Government from the Post Office Department in London ( ( 2 ) ) .  Stamps o f  
Great Britain had been authorized for use in  Antigua from 8 May 1858 , but the 
priv ilege  was withdrawn when post o f f ic e  c o n t r o l  was transferred ( ( 5 ) ) .  The 
Crowned Circle-Paid marks were put back in  use from i860 to  1862, when the in i t ­
ia l  Antigua adhesives appeared (see Section  3 .3  above).
William Houghton o f  162 New Bond Street, London, requested Perkins-Bacon to  supply an estim ate fo r  preparing 
postage plates fo r  Antigua. On 28 February l8 6 l  the printers su p p lied  estimates o f the p la te  costs  o f  120 
or 2k0 each o f  Id . an d /or  6d. stamps, as w e ll  as the cost per thousand stamps produced. The prin ters en­
closed  a sketch which i s  no longer extant ( ( l ) ) .  De Worms notes th a t i t  is  not clear why, a t  the re la tive ly  
la te  date o f l8 6 l ,  th e  request came through an intermediary, rather than d irectly  from the Colony or  from the 
Agents-General. The Perkins-Bacon records n ext show that a further drawing was sent to  Houghton on 15 March 
1862, and de Worms in d ica te s  that i t  is  now in  the Royal C ollection  (s e e  below under ARTISTS' DRAWINGS). The 
records show com pletion  dates for the 6d. d ie  on 10 May 1862 and fo r  th e  p la te  on 7 June. Three days e a r li­
er , Houghton was sen t impressions o f  the p la te  in two shades o f  green and was asked to  choose hiB preferred 
shade, the printer suggesting the choice o f  th e  darker co lor. On 6 June 1862 Houghton r e p l ie d ,  choosing the 
darker o f  the two. One imagines that the samples sent to Houghton were the green plate p r o o fs  discussed be­
low ( (6 ) ) .
Ostensibly, the c h o ic e  o f  the 6d. denomination was based on the ra te  o f  6d. fo r  a half-ou nce le t t e r  from the 
West Indies to  England, as established in 1852 ( (2  , 7 ) ) .
The design o f the s ix  pence stamp is based on a p r o f i le  bust o f  Queen V icto r ia , superimposed on a fin e ly  re­
ticu lated  background o f  engine turning in geom etric patterns. The drawing o f  the Queen's head has been at­
tributed to Edward Henry Corbould, water c o l o r i s t  ( ( 2 ) ) ,  and long a ssoc ia ted  with the p r in te r s  ( ( l ) ) .  The 
engraving o f the head i s  attributed to  Charles Henry Jeens ( ( 2 ) ) .  The same head was used by the printers for 
the 1867 Turks Is la n d s stamps, with a d if fe r e n t  framing, typ ical a ccord in g  to  de Worms o f  the p rin ter in sup­
plying d istin ctive  stamps to  various co lo n ie s  while minimizing the number o f  head3 to  conserve a r t is t s ' and 
engravers' costs ( s e e  under DIE PROOFS below fo r  indications o f  s im ila r  economy in choice  o f  background eng­
ine turning).

CHECK LIST

Blue-green a No watermark Rough perf
Green Watermark small s ta r Rough perf
Dark green Watermark small s ta r Rough perf
Yellow-green Watermark small s ta r Rough perf
Blue-green Watermark Crown CC P erf 12i
Blue-green Watermark Crown CC P erf lit
Deep green Watermark Crown CA P erf Ik

lk t o  16 August 1862 b PB c 1/1 <1
lk t o  16 1863-67 PB 8/k
lk t o  16 1863-67 PB 9/k
lk t o  16 1863-67 PB 10/ka

1872 DLR 15/7
1876 DLR 18/11
l88k-86 DLR 29/19

NOTES: a . Colors per GibbonB Catalogue.
b . Dates per Gibbons Catalogue.
c .  PB refers to  P erk ins, Bacon, and Co.; DLR t o  De La Rue and Co.
d. Numbers refer to  G ibbons/Scott Catalogue numbers.
e . The tr ia l  p er fora tion s  l is te d  by Gibbons are discussed separately below.

The Gibbons dates o f  issu e are used h erein , although the details o f  the Perkins-Bacon and th e  De La Rue rec­
ords discussed below  under QUANTITIES do not always agree.

PRINTERS
Percy de Worms d iscu sse s  at length the tr a n s fe r  o f  the printing co n tra ct  from Perkins-Bacon to  De La Rue, and 
attributes i t  la r g e ly  t o  administrative problems at the former f a c i l i t y ,  which resulted in  shipment date s l ip ­
pages and maladroit correspondence. However, some point was made by the seemingly over-ded ica ted  Agent-Gener­
a l regarding "c a n c e lle d "  stamps being given t o  certain  persons elsew here in the Government a t th e ir  request 
fo r  " o f f i c ia l"  c o l le c t io n s .  There was no in d ica tion  o f  any but the h ighest technical competence o f  Perkins- 
Bacon ((1 , 6 ) ) .
Perkins-Bacon su p p lied  Id. and 6d. stamps from 1862 to  1871. On 5 Ju ly  1871, Houghton and Gunn (Houghton hav­
ing entered in to  partnersh ip with Charles H. Gunn on 1 October 1868 ( ( l ) )  ) requested Perkins-Bacon to  d iscon -

( ( l ) )  Numbers in  double parentheses r e fe r  t o  similarly-numbered re feren ces  at the end o f  the section .



tinue su pplyin g  Antigua postage stamps until further o rd e rs ; and on 15 November 1871* on behalf o f  th e  Agents— 
General* requested return o f  th e  two Antigua plates* and on 29 November the retu rn  o f  the two dies and two 
ro lle rs  used for  preparing th e  p la te s . The plates were returned on 23 November, and the other m a ter ia l on 1 
December 1871* De La Rue, having been awarded the co n tra c t , sent their f i r s t  despatch o f  6d. stamps on 1^ De­
cember 1871* and recorded despatches continued u n t il  th e  shipment o f  U May 1886 (see below under QUANTITIES)
((M).
PRINTING
The stamps were line-engraved, o r  recess-printed.

PAPER
The stamps were printed on w h ite , wove paper, varying from very thin to th ic k  ( ( 8 ) ) .  In comparing fo r g e r ie s  
to  genuine stamps, the la t te r  are characterized by b e in g  on pinkish-white p a p e r , as compared to  the v ery  white 
paper o f  th e  bogus stamps and th e  yellow ish paper o f  th e  bogus Id. stamps ( s e e  below under FORGERIES).

PERFORATION
The stamps were perforated as tabulated in the above check l i 6 t .  In his book  on Grenada, Bacon ( ( 9 ) )  d is cu ss ­
es the then-current perforatin g  machines and the " t r i a l  perforations" d e scr ib e d  below. The Adrian Hopkins 
sale o f  19*»2 contained a used p a ir  o f  the 6d. ye llow -green  stamp with double p er fora tion s  between ( ( 1 0 ) ) .

SHEETS
The stamps were printed in sh e e ts  o f  120, with ten h o r iz o n ta l rows o f tw elve stamps each ( (2 ) ) .  Unmarked, 
perfora ted  selvedge was attached a l l  around the sh e e t . The individual stamps were arranged somewhat e r r a t i ­
ca lly  in  th e  sheet, rather than being exactly lin e  up h orizon ta lly  and v e r t i c a l l y  ( ( 6 ,  11, 12 )), which con­
tributed  t o  the frequent lack  o f  good centering, p a r t ic u la r ly  o f  early is su e s  (cruder perforating te ch n iq u e s ). 
The la r g e s t  known block o f  the f i r s t  6d. stamp is  a h o r iz o n ta l block o f  ten  from the F. G. Marshall c o l l e c t ­
ion ( (1 3 ,  ll* ) ) .

WATERMARKS
Although th e  paper o f  the f i r s t  1862 issue was unwatermarked, the later Perkins-Bacon printings o f  1862-71 
were on paper watermarked "Sm all S tar". The watermark design is  shown below , from a fu l l  double-sheet o f  the 
paper in  the Andrews B. Hale c o l le c t io n  ( (1 5 ) ) .  The paper was prepared in  sh eets  bearing 2U0 stars in  twenty 
h orizon ta l rows o f  twelve, o r  enough fo r  two fu ll  sh e e ts  o f  120 stamps. The pattern  o f  stars is  e n c lo s e d  in a
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rectangu lar frame o f  five  l i n e s ,  with the inner fo u r  l in e s  broken in s ix  p la c e s  by the in scrip tion  POSTAGE 
at top and bottom center and tw ice  at each side. The lower half-sheet i s  sym m etrical with the upper on e , with 
the in s c r ip t io n  inverted at th e  bottom. The i l lu s t r a t io n  above shows the to p  cen tra l in scrip tion , above Stars 
Number 5 ,  6 , 7, and 8 in the sh eet.
The s ta r s  measure 12 to 13 l mm across the points and are arranged on 20J mm centers horizontally  and 2h ram 
centers v e r t ic a l ly .  The border  frame measures 9 t o  9 j  mm wide. The dou b le -sh eet has deckled edges and mea­
sures 270 by 523 mm, with the ou tside dimensions o f  th e  frame being 258 by 1»95 mm. Thus, a 120-star h a l f ­
sheet measures 270 mm h o r iz o n ta lly  by 26l| mm v e r t i c a l l y ,  being nearly squ are . The sheet shape i s  co n s is te n t  
with Mark.W. Swetland's remarks ( ( 16 ) ) ,  noting that th e  Small Star watermark i s  known both upright and s id e ­
ways, due to  the fact that th e  nearly-square sheets w ere fed in to  the p r in t in g  press more or less randomly. 
T h erefore , the marginal frame watermarks ("paper-maker's watermarks") w i l l  o c cu r  on various stamps o f  a sheet, 
depending on how the paper was fed  (fou r  p o s s ib i l i t i e s ) .  The in scrip tion  fa c e s  the stars with the l e t t e r s '  
feet ( ( 6 ) ) .
The De La Rue printings o f  1871-76 were made on paper watermarked f ir s t  Crown CC and fin a lly  Crown CA. In 
these c a s e s , a sing le-line frame around a group o f  Crown CC or Crown CA marks ( s ix  horizontal by ten  v e r t ic a l )  
made p la t in g  the 6d. re -e n tr ie s  easier ( ( l l ) ) .  A sh e e t o f  120 stamps o f  the Id . carmine-red CA lh o f  th e  i s ­
sues o f  188U-86 shows in sc r ip tio n s  outside the watermark framelines at sheet edges at both sides and a t  the 
top read in g  as follows: L eft s id e : +CR0WN AGENTS FOR+, Right side: THE COLONIES, and Top: CROWN AGENTS. 
The l e f t  side inscription  reads upward; the right s id e  inscription  reads downward; and the top in s c r ip t io n



consists o f the bottom  portions o f upright le t t e r s .  A ll in scrip tion  le t te r s  are double-lined block capitals, 
while the + marks are sin g le -lin ed . Based on sim ila r ity  to the watermark format o f the 1890 Leeward Islands 
federal stamps (se e  Section  5-*»)» i t  is  p robable  that the watermarked paper o f  De La Rue was prepared in
double sheets ( fo u r  panes) o f  2l*0 individual Crown CA watermarks, and that the sheet o f  stamps described above
formed the lower h a l f  o f  such a double sh eet. By the same reasoning, i t  is  probable that the fu l l  watermark
inscription on l e f t  and right sides o f  the double sheet read: +CROWN AGENTS FOR + THE COLONIES+. In the case
o f  the l 88l*-86 sheet discussed above, the + marks before and a fte r  THE COLONIES does not appear ( ( 6) ) .
Known watermark v a r ie t ie s  are as follows (u s in g  Gibbons' notation, w ith  watermarks lis te d  as seen while look­
ing at the backs o f  the stamps):

INVERTED
INVERTED REVERSED AND REVERSED

W. E. Lea ( ( 6 ) )  T. D. Barrow ( (1 8 ) )  T. D. Barrow ((1 8 ))
A. S. Griswold ( ( I T ) )

M. W. Swetland ( (1 6 ) )  T. D. Barrow ( (1 8 ) )  —

A. S. Griswold ( ( I T ) )
W. E. Lea ( ( 6 ) )

Thomas Barrow ( ( 1 8 ) )  sta tes that the combined inverted and reversed watermarks are s ca rcer  than e ith er o f  the 
other varieties. Nat Surtees notes that th e  paper did not f i t  the machine w ell and was th ere fore  cut up and 
fed in upright and sideways to  use i t  up. A ccord in g ly , watermarks occu r  in  a l l  manners and are not rare thus 
( (1 3 ) ) .  V arieties o f  Crown CA watermarks have not been reported on 6d. stamps, although th e  Id. carmine-red 
Crown CA Perf 12 i s  known inverted ( ( 6 ) ) ,  and the Id . rose Crown CA P e r f ll* is  known reversed  ( (1 8 ) ) .  Barrow 
states ((18 )) th a t CA watermark varieties are true r a r it ie s .

1872 Crown CC
Perf 12 |

1876 Crown CC 
Perf ll*

188U Crown CA 
Perf lU

QUANTITIES
The quantities p rov id ed  by Perkins-Bacon are given in  the Perkins-Bacon records ( (1 ))  as shown below. All 
quantities are in  in d iv id u a l stamps, and the dates are those o f  despatch  from the prin ters t o  William Hough-
ton (Houghton and Gunn a fte r  1 October 18 6 8 ), acting for the Agents--General.

1 Jul 1862 8,000 7 Oct 1867 6, 1*80 5 Apr 1870 6,1*00
lit Nov 1862 8,000 12 Dec 1867 6,1*00 30 Jun 1870 6,1*00
12 Jun 1863 8,000 10 Mar 1868 6,1*00 6 Oct 1870 6 , 1*00
26 Aug 1863 20,000 25 Jun 1868 6, 1*00 5 Jan 1871 6 , 1*00
7 Sep 186U 10,000 1 Oct 1868 6,1*00 6 Apr 1871 6 , 1*00

10 Jun 1865 20,000 12 Apr 1869 6,1*00 6 Jul 1871 6,1*00
ll* May 1866 16,000 15 Jun 1869 6, 1*00

(see  below ) 11 Oct 1869 6, 1*00 Total 19l*,120
8 Jul 1867 8,01*0 1* Jan 18T0 6, 1*00

In 1928 M elville l i s t e d  exactly  the Bame shipments ( ( 2 ) ) .  Although the Perkins-Bacon record s  give no data re ­
garding watermarks o r  shades o f  green fo r  the 6d. stamps, M elv ille  s ta te s  that the 1 Ju ly  1862 shipment o f  
8,000 stamps was th e  on ly shipment on unwatermarked paper. This may be correct, since the shipment o f lit No­
vember 1862 was soon follow ed by the f i r s t  shipment o f  Id. stamps on 12 December (see S ection  5.2 on One Penny 
stamps below), a l l  o f  which were on Small S tar  watermark paper. However, the Perkins-Bacon records o f  print­
ing and p erfora tin g , although incomplete and not en tire ly  con sisten t with the records o f  despatches given a - 
bove, show that th e  i n i t i a l  printing during th e  week ending lit June 1862 to ta lled  9,120 stamps, o f  which 8,lt00 
are characterized as from "good sheets". Furthermore, the number p erfora ted  on 1 July 1862 to ta lle d  8,800 
stamps. A ccord ingly , since the shipment o f  1 July 1862 to ta lled  o n ly  8,000 stamps, i t  i s  p o s s ib le  that the lit 
November shipment in cluded  some stamps on unwatermarked paper ( ( 6 ) ) .
The above table g iv e s  shipments sent to  the Agents-General's interm ediary by the p rin ters . However, it  is  be­
liev ed  that the shipment o f  16,000 stamps despatched on lU May 1866 never arrived on Antigua, so that the to ­
ta l available qu an tity  o f  6d. stamps was probably  178,120 rather than the to ta l in the ta b le  ( ( 1 ) ) .  Thus, de 
Worms discusses a 17 June 1867 le tter  from Houghton to  the p r in te r s , requesting a further shipment no later 
than 29 June, n o tin g  that the Antigua government was out o f  stamps, a former order o f  Id . and 6d. 6tamps not 
having come to  hand. The shipment o f  8 Ju ly  fo llow ed . Thus, s in ce  the previous shipment o f  Id. and 6d. 
stamps was made on 10 June 1865, de Worms n otes that an in terestin g  p h ila te lic  problem i s  posed as to the 
possib le ex istence o f  Antigua covers w ithout stamps in  the 1867 tim e period . The so lu tion  to  de Worms' prob­
lem was furnished by Antigua's returning t o  the use o f  the Crowned Circle-Paid-Antigua mark on stampless cov­
ers . The Swetland c o l le c t io n  contains examples dated 27 April 1866 and 16 March, 26 May, and 27 June 1867 
((12)).

Stamp Collecting Magazine reported in 19** 3 ( ( 8 ) )  that no more than 1*59 stamps o f the o r ig in a l  shipment o f  1 
July 1862 were used p o s ta lly , the balance bein g  e ith er s t i l l  unused o r  employed for fi3csd. purposes.
The quantities p rovided  by De La Rue are g iven  by John Easton (( !* ) )  from the De La Rue re co rd s , as shown below, 
a l l  quantities be in g  in  stamps, dates being those o f  despatch from th e  prin ters, and notes being those o f  East­
on.

16 Dec 1871 29,520 CC paper su p p lied  by De La Rue, p e r f  12s.
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16 Jun 1873 30,120 CC paper supplied by Crown Agents.

15 Jun l87*t 30,120
13 Jul 1875 30,120 P e r f  lU, i f  Gibbons' da te  i s  c o rre ct .
13 Mar 1877 28,920

23 May 1878 29,760
It May 1886 6,2*t0 Only prin ting on CA p a p er. Note L .I .  6d. in v o ice d  15 

Oct 1890. Perkins-Bacon p la te  defaced 17 Aug l89*t.
Total 18*1,800

Mark Swetland ((1 9 ))  notes th a t the It May 1886 shipment o f  6,2*t0 stamps Is u n lik e ly  to  be the la st p r in t in g  be­
fore 1890, inasmuch as 6,300 6 d . stamps were afterwards sold  as remainders ( s e e  below ). Accordingly, th e  De La 
Rue t o t a l  o f  l8*t,800 stamps shown above may be too low . However, the 6d. stamps would not appear t o  have had 
much usage in  the time period , inasmuch as no despatches were made by De La Rue between 1878 and 1886, and 
since th e  1886 shipment was rou gh ly  only about o n e - f i f t h  o f  the size o f  each o f  the previous six  shipm ents o f  
1871-78. Thus, i t  is  possib le  th a t most o f  the 1886 shipment, plus a few e a r l i e r  stamps, could have made up 
the rem ainders. Further to  th e  p o in t, as discussed below  in Section 5.3 on Key Plate Stamps, on 1 J u ly  1879 
the p o s ta l rates were changed t o  require ltd. for a 15-gramme (half-ounce) l e t t e r  and 2§d. for a packet n o t ex­
ceeding 1* ounces o f  commercial papers, and these new r a te s  led  to  the 1879 is s u e  o f  new stamp denominations o f  
2|d. and ltd. Thus, i t  is  p o s s ib le  that Easton's data are  correct and that th e  la s t  shipment o f  6d. stamps was 
indeed made on *t May 1886 ( ( 6 ) ) .

REMAINDERS
Inform ation concerning the in v a lid a tio n  o f  Antiguan V icto r ia n  stamps is  B parse, but usage (presumably p h i la te l ­
ic )  is  rep orted  as late as ca . 1922-50 in  Barbuda ( ( 2 0 ) ) ,  and in 1952 in S t . Joh n 's ( (2 1 ) ) .  Fred S e i f e r t  fur­
ther n o tes  that the Colonial S e cre ta ry 's  O ffice in Antigua stated in 1896 th a t  the pre-1890 Presidency stamps 
were then s t i l l  valid  for postage (see Section 5.3 f o r  further d iscu ssion ). However, on 31 October 1890 , the 
in it ia l  is s u e  o f  the Leeward Is lan d s superseded the e a r l i e r  issues o f  Antigua and the other P resid en cies . The 
stock o f  remainders was sold o f f  in  1892, as d iscussed in  Section 5.3. The 6d . p la te  was defaced by sco r in g  
with d ia gon a l l in e s , and e ith e r  so ld  with the remainders ( ( 2 ) )  or la ter ( ( I f ) ) ,  u ltim ately  being p la ced  In the 
Leinster C o lle ction  at the Dublin Science and Art Museum. The 6d. remainders s o ld  comprised 6,300 stam ps, un­
id e n t i f ie d  by watermark or p e r fo ra tio n  ( ( 2 ) ) .

ARTISTS' DRAWINGS
The Perkins-Bacon records i l lu s t r a t e  a "makeup" fo r  th e  s ix  pence stamp, w ith  name ta b le t  hand-painted, from 
the Royal C o llection . The engine-turned background appears fin a l and the head nearly so , the nose, mouth, and 
chin b e in g  s l ig h t ly  d ifferen t from the fin a l version ( ( 6 ) ) .  In the Catalogue o f  the Royal C ollection  ( ( 2 2 ) ) ,  
Sir John Wilson describes th is  item  as a drawing in  b la c k , mounted on a ca rd , and indicates that both  th e  name 
and value ta b le ts  are hand-painted.
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1855 to 1901", Faber & Faber, London, for the RPSL, 1958, pp. 331-332.

((5 )) B ritn or, L. E., "An Introduction t o  the Postal H istory o f  the BWI", BWISC Pa­
p er No. 1, 1959, pp. 33-35.

( ( 6)) C ornell, W. G., unpublished notes on Antigua, 1981.
((7 )) Lowe, Robson, "The Codrington Correspondence", London, 1951, p. 105.
( ( 8)) Anonymous, "Number One Antigua", Stamp C ollecting, London, 18 September

19^3, p. 9.
((9 )) Bacon, E. D. Bind Napier, F. H., "Grenada" (to which i s  prefixed an account o f  

th e  perforations o f  the Perkins, Bacon printed stamps o f  the British C o lo ­
n ie s ) ,  Stanley Gibbons, London, 1902, pp. 3-M and Appendix A, pp. 127-162 on 
perforations and pp. U5—75 on stamp check l is t s .
Hopkins, A. E., Private Treaty Sale o f  Collections o f  Antigua and M ontserrat, 
Robson Lowe, London, September 19^2.

(do))
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((13))
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((15))
( ( 16 ))
((IT ))
( ( 18 ))
((19))
((20))
((21))
((22))

Morley, A. W. and Marshall, F. G ., "Antigua-----Re-entries o f  the Sixpenny Val­
ue", The P h ilate lic  Journal, London, January-March 1952, pp. 6-11.
Cornell, W. G ., Notes on M. W. Svetland e x h ib it , ROPEX, Rochester, New York, 
June 1973.
Surtees, V. N. F ., "Antigua", British Caribbean P hilatelic Journal (BCPJ)
W/N 21, September 1961+, p . 99.
Marshall, F. G ., Antigua Auction Sale, Robson Lowe, London, October 29, 19?? 
Hale, Andrews B ., Communication to  W. G. C ornell, May 1973.
Swetland, M. W., Notes on Antigua, BCPJ W/N 15, September 1963, pp. 70-71.
Swetland, M. W., Notes on Antigua, BCPJ W/N 19» May 1961, pp. 57-58.
Swetland, M. W. , Notes on Antigua, BCPJ W/N 30, March 1966, pp. 1+1-1+2.
Swetland, M. W., Communications to  W. G. C ornell, June 1973.
Smith, A. L ., unpublished notes on Barbuda, 1973.
S e ife rt, F. F. , unpublished notes on Antigua, 1973.
Wilson, S ir  John, "The Catalogue o f the Royal Philatelic C o lle ction , Section 
IV, B r it ish  America", London, 1952, p. I l5 -

(To be continued)

PERSONAL MENTION (Continued from page 44)

Recently, at Sacramento, C a liforn ia , he flig h t-te s te d  a VTOL (v e r t ica l takeoff and 
landing) c r a ft ,  ca lled  the XM-1, and now he's becoming involved with giant reptiles 
and hikes through the Gobi Desert. I guess the on ly  thing Gale h asn 't done is mail 
post cards from A tlantis!)

(Again Ed: Thanks for that VTOL f ir s t - f l ig h t  cover, Gale!)

#**

PAUL PHILLIPS, one o f our newer members, writes that he was elected to  the Council o f  
the (British) Postal History S ociety  at that organ ization 's  last Annual General Meet­
ing. Paul a lso  submitted a copy o f  an article  from the PHS's publication  Postal His­
tory , Issue No. 223 (1982), w ritten  by R. M. W illcocks and t it led  "The Jamaican Bish­
op Mark o f 1799-1801". In this analysis Willcocks establishes the existence o f Bish­
op Marks used in  Jamaica by describing four examples, the latest o f  which was sold in  
Sotheby's manuscript auction o f  21 July 1982. (Ed: This account, which should be o f  
considerable in terest to Jamaica sp ec ia lis ts , w il l  be reprinted in a future BCPJ.)

***

BEN RAMKISSOON reports that la s t  year he was in H artford, Connecticut, fo r  a medical 
meeting, and w hile in that c ity  he v isited  with GERTRUDE and KIL BUMP, and ARTHUR 
CLARKE. Ben sta tes  that a very p ro fita b le  and enjoyable evening was spent by th is 
quartet discussing Bermuda postal h istory aspects. One thing he d id n 't  mention was 
the date when th is  meeting took p lace !

##*

BCPSG congratulations are in order for MIKE DeLISE, who, per an announcement in a 
recent Stamp C o lle c to r , was e lected  President o f  the Glen Ellyn, I l l in o i s ,  Philatel­
ic  Club.

###



In early  January o f 1983 DR. CLEMENS PROKESCH submitted a "m ini-travelogue" concern­
ing the Cayman Islands, from where he and his wife NATALIE had just returned from an 
eight-day vacation. A fte r  stopping in Atlanta to meet th e ir  new granddaughter, Clem 
and N atalie departed Miami on December 29th via Cayman Airways for Grand Cayman Is ­
land. Operating out o f  headquarters at the Holiday Inn on famed Seven Mile Beach, 
they spent their time snorkeling, v is it in g  tu rtle  farms, and (in  Clem's case) h ittin g  
the Post O ffices. He i s  shown here standing not only in fron t o f  the GPO but a lso in 
front o f  Hell.

50

Upon h is  return to Connecticut, Clem was again (and for the 2Uth consecutive tim e!) 
elected President o f the Thames Stamp Club o f New London.

SECRETARY'S REPORT (Continued from page 34)

DECEASED:

We are deeply saddened by the death o f  L ife  Member WILLIAM M. McFARLAN o f  Downing- 
ton, Pennsylvania. Ben Ramkissoon and Gale Raymond reported  that B ill passed away 
on 25 June 1982, a fte r  having been in poor health for several months. His p h ila ­
t e l i c  interests were concentrated mainly in Bahamas and Jamaica, and he had on oc­
casion contributed a r t ic le s  on these sub jects to the BCPJ.

APPLICATION REJECTED:
LUETTKE, Donald.

ADDRESS CHANGES/CORRECTIONS TO MEMBERSHIP LIST:
MARTIN, L. W. J r ., P. 0 . Box 1198, B e lla ire , TX 77^01.
FRIEDMAN, Barry, 6060 Falls Circle Drive S ., No. 415, Lauderhill, FL 33319- 
GRABON, George, 253-lU West End Drive, L itt le  Neck, NY 11363.
JORDAN, John M., 22 H olly Road, New Canaan, CT 068^0.
BARWICK, Christopher J . ,  Pigeon H ill, Hollybush Lane, West Heath, Baughurst, 

Basingstoke, Hants., RG26 5EB, England.
To page 58
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From BEN RAMKISSOON comes a copy o f  the newspaper "The Vincentian" for Friday, Decem­
ber 11th, 1981. with the fo llow ing  announcement o f  a ir  service to  the Grenadines:

"The Grenadines Islands have been suffering fo r  need o f a regular a ir  service fo r  
many years. From the beginning o f  th is  month A ir Martinique has come to  the rescue.

"The 19-seater 'Twin Otter' w i l l  be operating twice daily between the Islands o f  
Martinique, S t . Lucia, St. V incent, and Union Is lan d . The fare is  $79-00 return be­
tween St. Vincent and Union Islan d . Flying time to  Union Island is  15 minutes.

"Stops at other islands can be arranged on request.
"Besides making i t  easier fo r  people trave llin g  between the Grenadines, the Twin 

Otter w ill make i t  easier for Europeans tra ve llin g  to and from the Grenadines.
"The plane w il l  not be operating on any scheduled service."

Ben remarks th a t , although the press release d oesn 't  specify whether mail service is  
provided, i t  nevertheless fa l ls  under the category o f  useful inform ation.

The CDS at the le f t  (Type X 
as described in the recently  
completed BCPJ article  "The 
Town Cancels o f Trinidad and 
Tobago") was used on 18 MY 82 
to celebrate the both anni­
versary o f  the Trinidad P h il­
atelic S ocie ty . The example 
was sent by BEN RAMKISSOON, 
who notes that a similar CDS 
was previously utilized  in 
conjunction with the 30th 
birthday o f  the TPS in 1972.

**«

NEWS FROM SOUTH AFRICA...
Dr. IAN MATHESON reports that 
on June 10th , 1982, three mem­
bers o f the BCPSG (MIKE NETH- 
ERSOLE, HOWARD GODWIN, and him­
se lf) met in  Johannesburg to  

discuss and exh ib it British Caribbean material. Stamps and postal h istory o f Barba­
dos, Bermuda, and British Honduras, plus a comprehensive selection  o f  War Tax stamps, 
were shown. Ian stated that the evening was so successfu l that i t  was decided to  
make it  a "regu lar fixture", w ith the purpose o f  luring prospective members into the 
BCPSG fold .
Ian also forwarded a newspaper clip p in g  describing the June 1982 meeting proceedings 
o f  the East Rand Philatelic S oc ie ty , o f  which Howard is  President. Ian was the guest 
speaker at th a t a ffa ir , with h is  subject the stamps and postal h is tory  o f  British 
Honduras. The a rt ic le  reads:

"...M r. Matheson covered the early history o f  the country and a lso  showed some ar­
t ifa cts  that have been discovered in old burial mounds. Throughout it s  early h is tory  
there was fig h tin g  between the Spanish and B ritish  for possession. Presently Guate­
mala, which borders Belize to the west, claims that Britain is i l l e g a l ly  occupying 
the country. Another potential Falklands?

«**

TRINII'EX 0 82

40 th ANNIVERSARY 
of the

TRINIDAD PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY
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"Mr. Matheson showed postal history item s, the e a r lie s t  o f  which was dated 1767, 

explaining the various postal markings o f  the period. The stamps shown were from 
the f i r s t  issue in January 1866 through to  the Edward VII issues. Included were 
surcharges, specimens, mint and p osta lly  used varieties. I t  was a really  m agnifi­
cent exh ib it much appreciated and envied by members o f  th e society .

"Mr. Godwin concluded the evening by inviting Mr. Matheson to  return at a future 
date t o  show more o f h is  m aterial."

««*

In the December 1982 BCPJ PAUL RAYNOR commented on certa in  Belize and Guyana post­
marks described in e a r lie r  Journals by Tom Giraldi and Gale Raymond. Paul now o ffers  
information pertaining to  Mike Rego's se r ia lized  a r t ic le  "G. P. 0. Georgetown Mark­
ings in  Guyana", which concluded in the October 1982 is s u e . Actually, Paul tempers 
his data somewhat by stating  " .. .th e s e  marks appear to  extend Mike's l i s t in g s  in the 
Georgetown s e r ie s .. .I  say appear because I do not know whether a l l  the markings actual­
ly or ig in a te  at Georgetown."
Figures A and B illu s tra te  a "RETURN TO SENDER" marking not lis te d  by Mike. Both ex­
amples are struck in b lack  on local covers  (each with a Georgetown return address), 
and both  are dated in la te  September 1981. Figure A shows an "RLO------- " in  manu­
scrip t across the RETURN TO SENDER handstamp; Figure B shows a very poor s tr ik e  o f  
an R.L.O. GEORGETOWN /  GUYANA CDS dated 28 SP 8l .
This apparently deteriorated CDS could be a la te  example o f  Mike's RL02, p ictu red  in 
the December 1981 BCPJ and having EDK and LDK dates, per Mike, o f  26 A pril 1971 and 
2 August 1971, resp ective ly . This would be possible i f  the inner c ir c le  o f  the Fig­
ure B strik e  is  missing due to  either ( l )  the handstamp being poorly inked, o r  (2)

EXPLORATION - WRECKDIVING - 
INTERNATIONAL COURIER

U/W PHOTOGRAPHY - FIELD RESEARCH WORLDWIDE 
EXTRAORDINARY ASSIGNMENTS

GALE J. RAYMOND & ASSOCS. (INTERNATIONAL), INC.
5^10 W. B ellfort (Mail: P. 0. Box 35666), Houston, Texas 77235, U.S.A.

PRIVATE ISLANDS For Sa le , Purchase, Lease. Is la n d  A p p ra isa ls  a S p e c ia lt y .
SRA, SCV, Explorers Club. Serious Inquiries Only. Phone (713) 726-1119*

BCPJ ADVERTISING POLICY

Advertising space is available on either a "per issue" basis or a yearly contract basis. Per 
issue rates: Full page $40.00; Half page $22.00; Quarter page $12. 00; Eighth page $8. 00. 
Yearly contract rates, cheaper than above and covering five issues per year, are available 
from Advertising Manager upon request. Camera-ready, actual size ad copy required; how­
ever, Editor reserves the right to modify any ad to correct spelling, punctuation, and minor 
style errors . Outside ad dimensions, including "white space" border area: Full page, width 
7", height 9^"; Half page, width 7", height 4§"; Quarter page, width 3 f", height 4§ "; Eighth 
page, width 3|", height 2 3 /8 ”. DUE DATES FOR AD COPY: Advertisers should insure that 
their copy reaches the Editor prior to the specified date for each Journal noted below . Make 
checks payable to the British Caribbean Philatelic Study Group, not to the Editor or  the Ad­
vertising Manager.

For July '83 issue: 15 May '83 For December '83  issue: 15 October '83
For October '83 issu e : 15 August '83  For February ' 8h issue: 15 December '83



the inner ring being completely worn away. But i f  there never physically was an in­
ner ring, then this handstamp would have to be considered a new variety---- say, RL03.

FIGURE A

SLOW MAIL DEPARTMENT: ERIC KING, who lives in B e lize , reports that his February 
1982 Journal, which was postmarked on 30 January 1982, was not delivered  to him un­
t i l  22 December I It was properly addressed and franked with the correct postage fo r  
a ir  mail printed matter. Eric guesses that it  somehow was placed in to  a mail bag 
which was not used until the Christmas rush. No instructional marks appeared on the 
envelope.

SPONSOR A NEW BCPSG MEMBER!
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Figure C shows a black  "REBUTS" marking---- also unlisted by Mike. The Acquero post­
mark i s  missing the year slug, but i t  should be 1982. Paul owns another cover bear­
ing th is  REBUTS handstamp, also in b la ck , sent from Canada to Mackenzie; th is  cover 
contains a manuscript "Unclaimed" notation  dated k February 1982.

GUYANA

Pa u l  £A V N O R .y 
(AL west i/muvc, 
V a n c o u v e r  b . c . 
V 5 Z  1 X 1C A n a > A

F in a lly , Figure D shows a version o f  Mike's HRAP1, described on page 66 o f  the April 
1982 Journal, but having larger le t te r s  and an entirely  d ifferen t format. Should we 
c a ll  th is  item HRAP2? In addition, t h is  cover bears a Type HTAX1 stamp, a ls o  des­
cribed  by Mike on page 66 o f  the A pril issue.

««*

The previous Journal reported that BRIAN THOMPSON won a BCPSG Bronze Medal at the 
Roses Caribbean P h ila te lic  Society 's convention held in  Leeds in late O ctober. Bruce 
Walker reported the disheartening news that Brian's medal was stolen from h is  apart­
ment in  Mallorca, Spain, exactly one month la ter, on November 23rd.
I t 's  rea lly  a shame when the pleasures o f  stamp c o lle c t in g  and exhibiting have to be 
plagued with senseless thievery such as th is .

* * *
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S P E C I A L I S T  —  
— — M A T E R I A L

WE HAVE AN EXTENSIVE STOCK OF 
CANCELLATIONS, COVERS, SPECIMENS, 
ESSAYS, PROOFS AND THE LIKE FROM 
THE BRITISH CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES,
AS WELL AS THE REST OF THE WORLD.

h’j  w i l l  g la d ly  send a s e l e c t i o n  
on approval to  any member o f  th e  
B ritish  Caribbean P h ila te lic  Study  
Group. ■J u s t  t e l l  us what k in d  o f  
material you  would like to s e e .

WILLIAM BOGG

NEW ENGLAND STAMP COMPANY
643 5th Avenue South 

Naples, FL 33940 
Telephone: 813-262-6226

BRITISH WEST INDIES 
AUCTIONS

**«

CARIBBEAN PHILATELIC AUCTIONS
The specialised postal auction for 

the stamps and cancellations 
of the

WEST INDIES
and

CARIBBEAN AREA
Pre-Stamp, Censored, First Flights, Maritime, 
Postage Dues, Missents, Smaller Office and 
Unusual Postmarks, Proofs, Specimens, Errors, 

Varieties, Adhesives and Literature.

GET ON OUR MAILING LIST NOW/

CARIBBEAN PHILATELIC AUCTIONS

i (E * t: 1976)P.O. B O X  91 

H A R R O G A T E  

N O R T H  Y O R K S H IR E  HG2 OAB 

Telephone: H arrogate (0423) 69020

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
(Continued from page 26)

my questions, and giving me a basis 
from  which I have been able to develop 
my own collection.

I suggest to any member who can make

The crude-appearing "k ille r "  shown here was pictured on page 165 o f  the December 1982 
Journal. BCPSG’ er DIETRICH WERNER, Editor o f The Seaposter, has submitted a letter 
shedding considerable ligh t upon th is  mark. In condensed form, D ie tr ich 's  correspon­
dence reads as fo llow s :

"While v is it in g  Belize a few years ago, I had the chance to 
check out a l l  the odds and ends in the drawers in the Point 
Placenia, Stann Creek, D is tr ic t  Post O ffice . This fa c ility  
is in a home, and is  located on the firs t  f lo o r  next to the 
kitchen. I was at the time liv in g  upstairs in  the same house. 
(My w ife’ s grandmother is the Postal Clerk in Placenia.)

"One of the items in the drawer was a device having a wooden 
handle approximately inches in length and a brass head hav­
ing the same design as that shown in the Journal. This item 
was used fo r  sealing packets o f  outgoing m ail. This was done 
by melting a sealing wax and then impressing the seal on the 
back o f the large envelope in  which the outgoing mail had been 
placed. This packet would then he carried by dory to the 

mainland. There i t  would be placed on the Maya Airways plane, which landed with the 
mail at Big Creek a irs tr ip  every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.

n - 7
M S

"This sealing device  was not made to  cancel mail; i t  impressed the design and the Post 
O ffice name into the wax, hence when used as a cancel i t  prints in r e l i e f  (or nega­
t iv e ) .  It would seem to me that Ben Ramkissoon's mark, is  most l ik e ly  a favor cancel 
applied to a cover by request o f a v is it in g  stamp c o l le c t o r .
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Figure C shows a black  "REBUTS" marking-----also unlisted by Mike. The Acquero post­
mark i s  missing the year slug, but i t  should be 1982. Paul owns another cover bear­
ing th is  REBUTS handstamp, also in b la ck , sent from Canada to MacKenzie; th is  cover 
contains a manuscript "Unclaimed" notation  dated 1+ February 1982.

jau«xprwv
• wno asks wnetner i t  appears uu ’̂oe' a* TrtJD.
(Ed: My understanding is  that TRD's, as commonly
d efin ed , are normally oval in shape, but I'm no 
expert in that f ie ld .  Can anyone give Gus an 
op in ion ?)

***

A mysterious phrase FOUND IN FNC 
WITHOUT CONTENTS appears on a St. 
Lucia stamped envelope submitted by 
CHARLES FREELAND. P a rtia lly  shown 
(unfortunately, not too  c le a r ly !)  
at the r ig h t , the item carries  a 
Castries CDS dated SP ?2 02, and 
was addressed to  Switzerland. Not 
shown i s  a manuscript notation on 
the envelope "Per Book Post".
Charles asks what the FOUND IN FNC 
WITHOUT CONTENTS means. He states 
that t h is  strike was mentioned 
some years ago in Caribbeana, the 
magazine o f the Roses P h ila te lic  
S ociety , but that it  brought forth 
no comments. Was i t  a S t. Lucia 
mark, a transit mark, o r ---- ? To page 60



S P E C I A L I S T  —  
— —  M A T E R I A L

WE HAVE AN EXTENSIVE STOCK OF
I CANCELLATIONS, COVERS, SPECIMENS,

ESSAYS, PROOFS AND THE LIKE FROM
THE BRITISH CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES,
AS WELL AS THE REST OF THE WORLD.

h'j w i l l  g la d ly  send a s e l e c t i o n  
on approval to  any member o f  th e  
British Caribbean P h ila te lic  Study 
Group. J u s t  t e l l  us shat k in d  o f  
material you  would like to s e e .

j W ILLIAM  BQGG

\ NEW ENGLAND STAMP COMPANY
643 5th Avenue South 

Naples, FL 33940 
Telephone: 813-262-6226

BRITISH WEST INDIES

Our sales feature a w ide range of material from the islands, also 
Br Guiana and Br Honduras.
We pride ourselves on being able to offer a large section of 
postal history, specialised G VI including many Bermuda and 
Leewards key-plates, fin e  classics plus an interesting range of 
related material com prising books, maps and postcards.

Please send me a compl imentary catalogue 
Please send me your term s for vendors

Name:.................................................................................................
Address.............................................................................................

B.C.I

PeRRgiRead PfeilateliG 
A aG tioR S .

Scotton, Knaresborough. N Yorks HG5 9HN England 
Telephone: (0423) 865962

*" CARIBBEAN PHILATELIC AUCTIONS
The specialised postal auction for 

the stamps and cancellations 
of the

WEST INDIES
and

CARIBBEAN AREA
Pre-Stamp, Censored, First Flights, Maritime, 
Postage Dues, Missents, Smaller Office and 
Unusual Postmarks, Proofs, Specimens, Errors, 

Varieties, Adhesives and Literature.

GET ON OUR MAILING LIST NOW!

CARIBBEAN PHILATELIC AUCTIONS

i (E s t: 1976)P.O. B O X  91 

H A R R O G A T E  

N O R T H  Y O R K S H IR E  HG2 OAB
Telephone: H arrogate (0423) 69020

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
(Continued from page 26)

my questions, and giving me a basis 
from  which I have been able to develop 
my own collection.

I suggest to any member who can make 
it to come to BALPEX on September 
3 - 6 .  I further suggest that you will 
find a friendly atmosphere, both from 
the "old hands" and the newcomers, 
and I am sure you will find someone 
who shares your specific interests.

The details regarding this meeting will 
appear in the next Journal.

ED

P . S. -  The member who was going to 
resign decided to stay on!

PLEASE!

GET YOUR BALPEX AUCTION 
LOTS TO CHUCK CWIAKALA

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE
J
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SECRETARY'S REPORT (Continued from page 50)

ADDRESS CHANGES/CORRECTIONS TO MEMBERSHIP LIST (Continued):

RITCHIE, Geoffrey G ., 30 Mallinson Oval, Harrogate, HG2 9HH, North Y orkshire, 
England.

ELLERTON, N. V ., 16012 Falls Road, Sparks, MD 21152.
BARKLEY, James V .: Change Post Code from JQ8 8NU to  TQ8 8NU.
GRAHAM, Gordon: Change Post Code from SK7 6DK to SK7 6DX (as o r ig in a lly  speci­

f ie d  in Membership List in February 1983 BCPJ).
PUTZEL, Ralph F ., P. 0. Box 20, B ergvliet 7861*, South A frica .
LOCKIE, Dr. John M ., Apartment 208, 1056 Bernard Avenue, Kelowna, B r it ish  Colum­

b ia ,  V1Y 8L7, Canada.
The December 1982 BCPJ Secretary's Report included LeJuan SHAMPLIN as a new appli­
ca n t. The name should be LeJuan SHRIMPLIN; the address as given is  c o r r e c t .
FAHSINGBAUER, Robert, should be FASHINGBAUER, Robert.

RE-INSTATED (E ffective  1 January 1982):
MESSECAR, William C ., 10676 La Tehama C ircle , Fountain V alley, CA 92708.
WERNER, Dietrich, Box S. Rosendale, NY 121+72.
SIEGEL, Abraham, 120 West 1+1+th S t . ,  New York, NY 10036.

RE-INSTATED (E ffective  1 January 1983):
MUDRA, Boyd J ., 2331+ South 60th Court, Cicero, IL 60650.
DeLISE, Mike, P. 0 . Box 6U, R iverside, IL 605I+6.

COLLECTING INTERESTS:
Cartwright: Early S t. Christopher, Nevis, and Barbados.
W ilson: Add H aiti.
Swetland: Antigua to  1952 sp ecia lized ; Jamaica p osta l h istory; C incin nati,

Ohio, p osta l history; Memel specialized.
Sheppard, S.C.: A ustra lia , maps on stamps.
DeLise: Numeral cancellations o f BWI to 1952, e sp e c ia lly  Bermuda; stamp var­

ieties o f  BWI to 1972.

BAHAMAS
FREE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

OF THE CLASSICS

WANT LISTS FILLED

BOB FASHINGBAUER 
Box 1, Techny, IL 60082

Phone (312)-498-3813

THIS SPACE
INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK

(Reverse  o f coupon c u to u t)

"I

__ J



POSTAL HISTORY OF THE WORLD

William G. Bogg 
Robert Topaz

P.O. Box #216 
Waban, MA 02168

U.S.A.

N E W  E N G L A N D

NORTH
617-5274784
617-332-3679

ANGUILLA JAMAICA

ANTIGUA LEEWARD ISLANDS

BAHAMAS MONTSERRAT

BARBADOS N EV IS

BARBUDA ST. KITTS

BERMUDA ST. LUCIA

B R IT ISH  GUIANA ST. VINCENT

B R IT ISH  HONDURAS TOBAGO

CAYMAN ISLANDS TRIN IDAD

DOMINICA TURKS ISLANDS

FALKLAND ISLANDS TURKS AND CAICOS

FALKLAND DEPENDENCIES V IR G IN  ISLANDS

GRENADA

STAM PS -  M i n t ,  U s e d ,  a n d  V a r i e t i e s

P O ST M A R K S

S P E C IM E N S

P R O O FS

COLOR T R I A L S

C O V E R S  
S T A M P L E S S  C O V E R S  

P O S T A L  S T A T IO N E R Y  
P IC T U R E  P O S T  C A R D S  

E S S A Y S

The largest British West Indies stock in the country, covering the years 1700 to 1960.

WE WELCOME YOUR INQUIRIES.



THIS AND THAT (Continued from page 56)

BEN RAMKISSOON, u n o ff ic ia l "keeper o f  th e f i le s "  concerning contemporary Trinidad 
postmarks, reports the appearance o f Type X CDS's from the Salazar and Chaguanas 
post o f f i c e s .  (Type X, a "skeleton" configuration , is  described on page Qh o f  the 
August 1980 BCPJ and i s  pictured on page 51 o f  this Jou rn al.) Ben notes a b OC 82 
date f o r  the Salazar example, and 6 DE 82 for Chaguanas.
Ben further states that the Prince Charles-Princess Diana Royal Wedding Issu e  o f 
St. Vincent-Grenadines was overprinted OFFICIAL and came in to  use overprinted thus- 
ly  in early  October 1982. As o f November no other issu e , says Ben, had been iden­
t i f ie d  fo r  o f f ic ia l  use in th is manner.

...from Here and There

H O W  M UCH WE CARE

tdodted-urn fe u d  mud ofmucL 
m  due coa/ide, dutdia/uuiuj 
oiu jim ated  out of - SdnalUiK 
foiled tided c/ancjed with ji/ne

In a collection which we handled last year was a cover from India to London.

The postal history expert who was describing the collection took the cover from the album to 
look at the back and discovered the handstamp shown above, applied as a transit mark at Gi­
braltar. Although the G. P. O. Record Books showed the existence of this stamp, it had never 
before been seen in use. Offered as a single lot at auction, it realised £3,200.

This is our example of how the Robson Lowe team takes a personal interest in collections of­
fered through the firm. It is also a lesson to look at the back of covers. Many professionals 
forget to do so. The owner of this rarity did not know he possessed it; another reason to 
sell through a company whose team includes experts in every field.

We sell your stamps where they sell best

Send for free brochure of sales services to Miss Louise Burman, 39 Poole Hill, 
Bournemouth, BH2 5PX, England.

ROBSON LOWE LTD.
A Member of the Christies International Group

10 K ING STREET, ST JAM ES’S, LONDON SW1Y 6QX, ENGLAND

C ab le s: "Stamps London SW1" T e le x :  916429 
V.A.T. No. 323/7655/54


