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One of the handsome pieces in a valuable selection of rare U. S. stamps from the estate of
the late Y. Souren, the Park Avenue dealer, which will be offered at auction this spring
by Harmer, Rooke & Co., Inc., 560 Fifth Avenue, New York. This block of 28 of the $1
Omaha is probably the largest known multiple of this stamp except for one full pane. It will
be offered as a whole and piecemeal.

The catalogue value of this block is over $3,000.
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There is no question, if your

collection is for sale.

Weill of New Orleans

have been for years
—one of the largest buyers
in the stamp market

Because:

1. There is no question about either our offer or
the settlement — both are immediate. $100.00
or $100,000.00.

2. Our offers must be fair. They are nearly
always accepted.

May We See Your Collection?

RAYMOND H. WEILL CO

OGER G.— RAYMOND H.WEILL
407 ROYAL STREET. NEW ORLEANS (16
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THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC.

Considers one of its most important functions the
improvement of relations between Collectors and
Dealers . . . Our more than 550 Members are

pledged to serve you well.

The stamps which they sell you must be and are

Guaranteed Cenuine.

We urge you to purchase your stamps from dealers

displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol.

We firmly believe that the Members of the Col-
lectors Club and the Members of The American
Stamp Dealers’ Association are engaged in a joint

enterprise — the Improvement of Philately.

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC.

65 Nassau Street %F\ New York 38, N. Y.

mn
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at Gumbels:
Cverything For Jhe Stamp  (ollecton

GIMBELS . . . the World’s Largest Stamp Departments . . .
has everything for the beginner as well as the advanced collector.
Visit our attractive department where you can purchase a packet of
2000 different world wide stamps for $3.50 or a packet of 2500
different Portuguese Colonies for $175.00; where you can acquire a
5¢c New York on cover for $75.00 or the 1901 Pan-American |ssue
complete in mint blocks of four for $81.00; where you can buy the
complete set of Offices in China K1-K16 in blocks of four at $230.00
or a very fine mint copy of U. S. #132 (the 90c 1869 re-issue) .
(As we have only one of each of some of the items listed they are
offered subject to prior sale) .

You will find the largest assortment of:
® United States Issues ® World Wide Sets
® Packets by Countries ® Philatelic Literature

® The Scott Line ® The Elbe Line
® The White Ace Line ® Accessories
.OR ..
Should you wish to dispose of your stamps whether it be a $500.00
or a $50,000.00 collection you will find it well worth your while to

consult the buyers at Gimbels. Courteous, Conscientious treatment
awaits your visit.

WRITE FOR GIMBEL’'S STAMP NEWS. IT’S FREE.

Gimbhels

Worlds Largest Stamp Departments

33rd Street & Broadway Ninth at Market Streets
New York 1, New York Philadelphia 5, Pa.
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BRITISH COLONIALS

COMPLETE UNUSED 0O. Gi SETS

ADEN—1937—4#1 to 12—"a Green to 10r Olive ..............
ASCENSION—1922—#1 to 9—1,/_p Green to 3sh Violet ..
1924-27—#10 to 21—'.p Black to 3sh Black on Blue
BAHAMAS—1920—#65 to 69— op Green to 1Ish Dark
GrEN vt
BARBADOS—1906—# 102 to 108—Yp Gray to 1sh Rose
1950—#216 to 227—I1c Slate to $2.40 Gray ............
BASUTOLAND—1933—#1 to 10—'.p Emerald to 10sh
OIIVE ... i s s o bR s A A A R
BECHUANALAND—1932—#105 tc 116—'2p Green to
10sh Black & BroWH oswmamsssumssonsminsmessnse
BERMUDA—1910-20—#40 to 54—"1p Brown to £1 Black
G Violet on Red ......ooivviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceecieeccvie e,
1920—#55 to 69—Vip Brown to 1sh Black on Green
1936-40—#105 to 114—:p Green to 1sh6p Brown
BR. GUIANA—1938-45—#230 to 241—1c Green to $3.00
PRI ettt s e oo s e e e 600
BR. HONDURAS—1938—#115 to 126—1c Green & Violet
to $5.00 Brown & Caffiiig .... . cssssemsriomas
BURMA—1946—#51 to 65—3p Brown to 10r Violet &
o 1o T PO ———
CAYMAN 15.—1935—#85 to 96—"1p Brown to 10sh Car-
FANIE . sieria s RN S T ST N R
CYPRUS—1928—# 114 to 123—%pi to £1 Brown & Blue
DOMINICA—1903—#25 to 34—"'2p Creen to 5sh Brown
ol 10 o R = S S S
EGYPT—1914—#50 to 59—1m Brown to 200m Plum ......
GAMBIA—1922-27—#102 to 120—'2p Green to 10sh
Yellow CHBER ... meomsisrsssses
GRENADA—1934—#114 to 123—'4p Creen to 5sh Violet
G BIATK auisnmmins comiensmmsmscmmsnsssssmsssssssmamssnssaammssammns

Your Want-List
of Singles or Sets Will be Greatly Appreciated

SIDNEY F. BARRETT

87 Nassau Street New York 38, N.

Telephone CO 7.6070

20.00
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1.0
4.00
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Editorial
Communist Stamp Collections

The “New York Times” published the fol-
lowing editorial on November 12th, 1951:

“STOLEN GOODS

The Communist regimes of Eastern
Europe, with Hungary in the lead, have
thought up a new method of exploiting
their expropriated middle classes and get-
ting American dollars into the bargain.
Thousands of former storekeepers, profes-
sional workers and the like have been de-
ported from Budapest and other Red cities
to virtual slave labor in farm areas. They
have been forced to sell to their Govern-
ments many of their possessions, including
art objects of diverse kinds, at prices
which are virtually confiscatory. Now
those Governments are thinking of ways
to sell these art objects in the rich Ameri-
can market to procure dollars, which can
be used to buy strategic goods or to fi-
nance propaganda.

The scheme is not new, of course. It
was employed by the Russian Soviet Gov-
ernment in the Nineteen Twenties and by
the Nazi regime a decade later. It is a
measure of the naivete of those earlier
years that such efforts had some appreci-
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HENRY M. GOODKIND, Editor

Editorial Committee

WINTHROP S. BOGGS
HARRISON D. S. HAVERBECK
EDWIN MUELLER
STEPHEN G. RICH

able success. Today, however, there
should be little naivete left, even among
the most ardent of art lovers. The goods
which the satellites are planning to offer
here are in effect stolen goods which have
become available for sale in consequence of
the cruel inhumanity shown toward their
How anyone could get
pleasure from possession of even the most
lovely object with a background of suffer-
ing and misery such as these goods have is

former owners.

bevond understanding.

The United States Government has al-
ready spoken out against the inhuman de-
portations in the satellite countries.
Revelation of this scheme by which these
Governments hope to profit from their in-
humanity should be all that is required to
set machinery in motion to prevent realiza-
tion of these hopes. We do not counten-
ance the sale of stolen goods in domestic
trade. Why countenance it in international
trade?”

It is suspected that stamp collections might
be included in this loot, which may not
necessarily be limited to works of art. With
the possibility that stamp collections from the
Communist countries in Europe may come to
this country for sale, the question arises—
will the sale of such stolen goods be effec-
tively outlawed? As of this writing, we have
read of no action by the authorities to cope
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with this.
be taken.

It is our view that the prevention of crime
is far more practical and effective than the
arrest and prosecution of a criminal. In line
with this, philatelists should be informed by
their own press of the real possibility that
such collections might be offered to them
for sale. Such stolen stamp collections can
be disguised easily so that the buyer is un-
aware of their source. But a certain amount
of enlightenment might make many within
our ranks wary, so as to prevent at least a
widespread distribution of such Communist
loot. A possible offering by American dealers

It is hoped that some action will

of many collections mounted in European
albums, following European catalogue num-
bers, might be a key to arouse suspicion. We
wish that more specific means could be ad-
vocated to prevent the sale of these confis-
cated collections to enrich Communist trea-
suries, should our fears be realized. We
regret that nothing more effective can be
offered to prevent philatelists from unwit-
tingly financing those who would destroy us.
The purchase of such a looted collection by
an American is far more injurious to our
fight for freedom than the sale of Com-
munist new stamps in. this country.

H. M. G.

Report of the 1951 Awards Committee

The Committee wishes to take this oppor-
tunity to compliment the Editorial Board of
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST for the
very high standard of philatelic literary
achievement during the year 1951.

It is only fair to state that in compliance
with the rules, no article submitted in whole
or in part by a member of the Editorial
Board or a former medal winner, was con-
sidered for an award.

After careful consideration it was the
unanimous decision of the Committee that the

Collectors Club Medal be awarded to
MR. F. G. LARSEN

Colombia The First Two Issues.
We also take pleasure in awarding three
Certificates of equal merit, each to the

authors of the following excellent articles
which are listed alphabetically by their titles.

MR. F. E. SELLMANSBERGER

“Great Britain—The Rotogravure Varieties”

MR. ERIC HALLER
“Sweden—The Pre-adhesive Postal History
and Covers”
MR. H. B. CLARKE, F.R.P.S.L.
“Wei Hai Wei”

60 THE

Respectfully submitted,

SIDNEY F. BARRETT, Chairman
PAUL P. LINDENBERG
WILLIAM R. RANKIN.

Editor’s Footnote

It may be of interest to record that the
1951 Awards Committee’s selections were
made without consultation with the Editor
or the Editorial Committee. Nevertheless,
the Awards Committee’s decisions happen to
agree with those of the Editorial Board.

With no intention to lessen the achieve-
ments of those selected in 1951 for coL-
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST awards, it should
be mentioned that there appeared in 1951
some outstanding articles, which were ineligi-
ble for consideration of an award, because
the author was either a member of the Edi-
torial Board or a former medal winner.
Those which were deemed of such merit are:

Edwin Mueller—“Austria & Lombardy-
Venetia—Centenary of the 1851 News-
paper Stamps”

Cornelius W. Wickersham.—"Venezuela—
The Small Guayanas”

E. F. Smythies, L. E. Dawson and H. D. 8§.

Haverbeck—The Postage Stamps of
Nepal.”
Henry M. Goodkind—"“Newfoundland—

The Hawker Stamp.”
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The Postage Stamps and

Postal History of

TIBET

By H. D. S. HAVERBECK

FOREWORD

In volume XIX of THE COLLECTORS CLUB
PHILATELIST published in January of 1940,
my very good friend, the late Theodore M.
Newman, began his series of articles on the
stamps of Tibet. This was the first serious
effort to compile under one heading the
available knowledge concerning the stamps
of this remote Asiatic nation. In the years
between there have been several important
discoveries made, including two stamps which
had remained unknown to philatelists from
1914 to 1943; and much new information
has come to light. Subsequent to the publi-
cation of Mr. Newman’s work, Mr. H. R.
Holmes, F.R.P.S.L., writing in “The Phila-

telic Journal of Great Britain” and Mr.
George S. Russell, in “The China Clipper,”
have made important contributions to our
knowledge of these stamps. However,
further study has brought to light new infor-
mation which makes both of these works ob-
solete. So, in the interest of philately, I have
decided to collate the information appearing
in these fine works, and to add to it the re-
sults of further studies made by myself. The
result appears in this monograph, which T like
to think of as a continuation of the pioneer
work done by Mr. Newman. It is to the
memory of Theodore M. Newman that I
humbly dedicate this work. H. D. §. H.

CONTENTS

Chapter I. Geography and History of Tibet.
Chapter II. The Postal History of the Ti-

betan Border Commission.
Chapter III. The Younghusband Expedition.
Chapter IV. The British
Agencies in Tibet.
Chapter V. The Chinese Post Offices in
Tibet.

Indian Postal

Chapter VI. The Tibetan Stamps and Post-
marks.

Appendix A. Tibetan Radio Telegraph
Stamps.

Appendix B. The Tibetan Monetary System.

Appendix C. The Tibetan Alphabet and its
Pronunciation.

Appendix D. The Mount Everest Expedition
Label.
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TIiBET

CHAPTER |
THE GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY OF TIBET

Tibet is located in Central Asia, stretching
from the Szechuan border of China to Kash-
mir. It is bounded on the south by India,
Burma, Nepal and separated from them by
the Himalaya mountain range. On the north,
it is separated from Chinese Turkestan by
the Kuen-Lun Mountains, from the Mongol-
ian plains by the Tsaidam marshes and the
Amne Machin range of mountains. It em-
braces an area of 463,200 square miles, an
area larger than Texas and California com-
bined. It is the loftiest plateau region in the
world, forming a mass of irregular uplands
sloping gradually eastward and scarcely ever
falling below an elevation of 12,000 feet
above sea level.

Northern and western Tibet consists main-
ly of a series of parallel mountain ranges
running from east to west, separated by val-
leys containing great numbers of lakes, many
of them salt. It is a treeless region, diversi-
fied by grassy tracts on which many wild ani-
mals feed. Southern and eastern Tibet is of
somewhat lower elevation, being the source
of the great rivers of Asia, the Brahmaputra,
Indus, Sutlej, Mekong, Yangtse-kiang and
Hoang-Ho. It is a region of steep, well-
wooded hills and fertile valleys.

The climate is severe. The cold is intense,
and, owing to the elevation, the air is rari-
fied. Violent and sudden storms occur, and
extremes of heat and cold follow close upon
each other. Agriculture and grazing are the
chief occupations, with barley the chief crop.
There are a few factories in the south and
east, in which metal work, wooden ware,
rugs, and pottery are produced. Weaving
is done in the homes, and books are either
hand-written or printed from engraved wood-
en blocks. Trade is mostly with China,
India and Mongolia. The chief exports are
wool, fur, yak tails, gold, salt and musk.

The inhabitants of Tibet, who are esti-
mated at about 3,000,000, are Turko-Mon-
gols. They are short, broad shouldered,
with black hair and almost white skin. They
are extremely conservative, good-natured,
brave and cheerful. The prevailing religion
is Buddhism mixed with superstitious devil

worship. The priests or Lamas are numer-
ous and powerful, and huge monasteries are

found throughout the country.

Tibet is normally under the suzerainty of
China. The head of the government is the
Dalai Llama, who acts through a minister
appointed from among the chief Lamas of
the country and is assisted by five other min-
isters appointed by the Kashag or Assembly
of Nobles. Chinese authority was formerly
represented by two Ambans or Governors in
charge of foreign and military affairs. Fol-
lowing the establishment of the Chinese Re-
public, the authority of China over Tibet has
been relaxed and the Tibetans considered
themselves independent, but during 1951 the
Communist Government of China forced the
Dalai Lama to accede to Chinese authority
once again. Chinese Communist troops now
guard the Tibetan frontiers and have estab-
lished a garrison in Lhasa, the capital.

Owing to its isolated location and the con-
sequent mystery enshrouding it, Tibet has
from time long past been the goal of many
exploring expeditions. In 1277, Marco Polo
travelled through the wild countries on its
eastern borders; between 1650 and 1720 sev-
eral Jesuit and Capuchin Friars made their
way to Lhasa, and in 1774 and 1783 the first
Englishmen, George Boyle and Samuel
Turner, penetrated the country. Thomas
Manning was the first Englishman to reach
ILhasa (1811); Abbé Huc, a French mission-
ary and Apostolic Vicar of Mongolia, arrived
there in 1846. In the years 1879-1881, the
Survey of India sent several surveyors into
Tibet, the leader of these men was Sarot
Chandra Das. Sven Hedin, a Swede, made
three journeys through the country (1896,
1899-1902, 1906-1908), but never reached
Lhasa. Colonel Younghusband’s armed mis-
sion of 1904 penetrated to Lhasa, opening
the way to Anglo-Tibetan trade. Among the
American explorers who have traveled ex-
tensively in Tibet are W. W. Rockhill,
Theos Bernard, C. Suydam Cutting and Low-
ell Thomas. For further background read-
ing, I recommend the following books:

62 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, NO. 2
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TIiBET

“Travels in Tartary, Tibet and China” by
Abbé Huc; “The Fire Ox and Other Years”
by C. Suydam Cutting; “Penthouse of the
Gods” by Theos Bernard; “Out of This
World” by Lowell Thomas Jr.; “My Jour-
ney to Lhasa” and “Magic and Mystery in
Tibet” by Alexandra David-Neel; “Lhasa
and its Mysteries” by L. Austine Waddell;
“Tibet and Nepal” by A. Henry Savage
Landor.

The early history of Tibet is shrouded in
darkness; not until the Seventh Century
A. D. were the knowledge of writing and
arithmetic introduced from India. The city
of LLhasa was established about 640 A. D.,
when Buddhism was introduced at the same
time. In the Thirteenth Century (1270),
the conqueror of China, Kublai Khan, sub-
dued eastern Tibet and made Phagspa, the
leading L.ama, ruler over the country. This
seems to have been the formal beginning of
the system of Theocracy under Chinese suz-
erainty which, with some interruptions, has
continued to the present day. In 1531, a
Mohammedan ruler of Kashgar overran La-
dakh, and in 1610 Balti tribes to the west
started a series of raids on Tibetan terri-
tory which nearly wiped out the culture of
Western Tibet. In 1644, the Mongol prince
Kushri Khan swept down upon Tibet, and
having conquered it, established the Dalai
Lama as its supreme ruler. Mongols from
Sungaria attempted in 1717 to assume con-
trol of Tibetan policy, but were defeated by
Chinese arms aided by native supporters. The
Gurkhas from Nepal invaded the country in
1790; after months of fierce fighting they
were expelled in 1792, and for two hundred
yvears the passes between India and Tibet
virtually were closed.

In the last quarter of the 19th century,
various attempts were made by British In-
dian officials to open up trade with Tibet;
but China objected, so the attempts were
abandoned. In 1890 a treaty was concluded
between Great Britain and China, defining
the boundaries between Tibet and Sikkim,
and establishing trade regulations. The Ti-
betans, however, repudiated the treaty, being
guilty of many outrages and insults to Brit-
ish traders. At length, it having become
apparent that the Dalai Lama was negotiat-
ing with Russia, and rumors having been cir-

culated that China was planning to hand over
Tibet to Russian authority, an armed Brit-
ish mission, under the command of Colonel
Younghusband, was dispatched in 1904 to
Lhasa. This mission resulted in the Anglo-
Chinese convention of 1906, providing for the
establishment of British trading posts at
Gyantse, Gartok and Yatung plus the pay-
ment of an indemnity of £500,000 to Great
Britain. A convention with Russia in 1907
recognized the suzerainty of China in Tibet
and provided that no British or Russian rep-
resentative be appointed in Lhasa. Upon the
outbreak of the revolution in China in 1911,
the Chinese garrison in Lhasa mutinied, com-
mitting such acts of lawlessness and violence
that the people, led by the Lamas, took up
arms against them and held them in a state
of siege until August, 1912, when they were
evacuated from Tibet over the main trade
route to India through the Chumbi Valley.
At this time, the Dalai Lama fled to refuge
in Darjeeling, India. There he became so
impressed with British Governmental organi-
zation, that, when peace was concluded with
China in 1912, he returned to Tibet to orga-
nize his government along British lines. One
of his first acts was to establish a postal
service to augment and partially supplant the
private courier system that had been the
sole means of communication in the country
prior to that time. He introduced the use
of adhesive stamps for the prepayment of
postage and also the devices used for their
cancellation. After the establishment of the
Chinese Republic, Tibet declared her inde-
pendence and no serious attempt was made
by the Chinese to reestablish their rule in
the country. During the period from 1912
to 1951 Tibet aligned herself with the Brit-
ish. Tibetan officials were sent to England
to be educated. A telegraph line was strung
from the Indian border to Lhasa. A Tibetan
Trade Commission was sent to Britain and
the United States in 1948. After the con-
quest of China by the Communist armies in
1950, pressure was again brought to bear
against Tibet by the Chinese. As a result
of this pressure and of the collapse of the
Tibetan Army at Chamdo, a treaty was
signed with Communist China which reestab-
lished Chinese suzerainty and again placed
Chinese troops and a Chinese Governor in

Lhasa.
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TiBET

CHAPTER 11

THE POSTAL HISTORY OF THE TIBETAN BORDER COMMISSION
OF 1903

The failure of the Tibetan Government to
observe the terms of the Anglo-Chinese
Trade Treaty of 1890 brought about the first
of the two entries of British forces into
Tibet. The treaty provided that a trade mart
be set up in Yatung for the free exchange of
goods between India and Tibet. Letters pro-
posing the establishment of this mart were re-
turned by the Dalai Lama to the Viceroy of
India unopened. Great Britain, worried by
the recent treaty that Tibet had signed with
Russia, circa 1902, decided to send a mission
directly to the Dalai Lama. An effort was
made through the Chinese authorities to ar-
range a meeting between accredited repre-
sentatives at Khamba Jong, which lies 15
miles inside the Tibetan frontier north of
Sikkim State. This Frontier Commission of
1903 was headed by Colonel Francis E.
Younghusband, C. 1. E., who was authorized
to negotiate an agreement with the Tibetans.

With his staff and escort he arrived at
Khamba Jong on July 7, 1903 and waited
five months. As no envoys had appeared
from Lhasa, he withdrew the Mission from
Khamba Jong on December 11, 1903.

For the convenience of the Frontier Com-

mission, the Indian Post Office opened a num-
ber of temporary post offices. The first of
these, “Temporary P. O. D.” was opened at
Gangtok, Sikkim, in April, 1903, before the
Commission had actually entered Tibetan ter-
ritory. The first post office actually on
Tibetan territory was opened on July 7, 1903
at Khamba Jong. At least eight different
marks were used during the five month stay
of the Commission in that town. The fol-
lowing table lists these post marks and the
other marks used by the Frontier Commis-
sion.

An unofhicial overprint was applied to some
of the stamps used from the Khamba Jong
post office.  This consisted of the word
“Tibet” applied by means of a typewriter.
From an examination of the few known
copies of this overprint, it is evident that two
different machines were used to apply it. The
overprint is known only on the 3 pies (Scott
type A31) and ¥4 anna (Scott type A17y)
Queen Victoria stamps of India. At least
one of these stamps is known used as late as
March 10, 1904 from F. P. O. 24 which ac-
companied the military expedition to Lhasa.
Five covers bearing these stamps are known
used from Khamba Jong.

Table 1. Postmarks of the Tibetan Frontier Commission, April-December 1903
Earliest known | Last known

Postmark Location date date ilus. Ref.
Temporary P. O. D. Gangtok 4/26/03 9/28/03 | Fig. 1 Type |
Cangtok (1) Gangtok 6/21/03 7/8/03 |Fig. 1 Type Il
Gangtok (I1) Gangtok 6/21/03 7/8/03 | Fig. 1 Type Ill
Temporary P. O. B. (1) | Khamba Jong 7/9/03 9/4/03 | Fig. 1 Type IV
Temporary P. O. B. (1) Tangu (Sikkim) 9/7/03 12/6/03 | Fig. 1 Type IV
Temporary P. O. B. (II) | Khamba Jong 8/7/03 8/25/03 |Fig. 1 TypeV
Experimental P. O. C. 46| Khamba Jong 8/8/03 9/28/03 |Fig. 1 Type Xl
Khamba Jong Tibet (1) Khamba |ong 8/19/03 12/4/03 | Fig. 1 Type VI
Khamba Jong Tibet (I1) | Khamba Jong 9/25/03 12/4/03 | Fig. 1 Type VII
Khamba Jong Tibet (111) | Khamba |ong 9/26/03 11/28/03 | Fig. 1 Type VIII
“C” in barred circle Khamba Jong 9/1/03 9/11/03 | Fig. 1 Type IX
‘“Too Late” framed Khamba Jong 10/31/03 11/28/03 | Fig. 1 Type X
Temporary P. O. K. Rangpo (Sikkim) 12/3/03 1/2/04 | Not Illustrated
Temporary P. O. 1 Tuna (Tibet) 12/10/03 1/21/04 | Not Illustrated
Rangpo Rangpo (Sikkim) 4/30/03 12/3/03 | Not Illustrated

For the convenience of the student the data
on the typewritten overprints is given below.
These covers, described by Mr. G. S. Russell
are at the present time the only known usage
of these unofficial overprints.

1. A cover bearing two 14 anna stamps
cancelled “Experimental P. O. C. 46, 22 Au
03”

2. A cover bearing two 74 anna stamps can-
celled “Experimental P. O. C. 46, 27 Au 03”
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Figure 1. Postmarks of the Tibetan Frontier Commission.

3. A cover bearing one 3 pies stamp can- stamps cancelled with “Khamba Jong (I) 30
celled “C” in a barred circle. Oc 03”

4. A cover bearing two 74 anna stamps can- 6. A cover bearing a pair of 5 anna
celled “Khamba Jong, Tibet, 24 Oc 03” stamps cancelled “F. P. O. 24 10 Mar o4”

5. A cover bearing a pair of 15 anna (F. P. O. 24 was then located at Tuna)
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CHAPTER 111
THE YOUNGHUSBAND EXPEDITION

The withdrawal of the Tibetan Frontier
Commission from Khamba Jong was only
the prelude to its re-entering Tibet. On the
second entry it took the form of a military
punitive expedition. The military com-
mander of the escorting force was Brigadier-
General J. R. L. Macdonald, who is already
known to philatelists as the authority behind
the issuance of the British Railway Adminis-
tration stamp at Peking, China, in 1901. Sir
Francis Younghusband as Commissioner, was
in over all command of the expedition, being
charged with obtaining a treaty from the re-
sponsible Tibetan authorities.

The military escort was composed of a
field brigade, numbering about 2,800 rifles,
together with five sections of Field Hospitals,
plus Supply and Transport departments. The
units composing the brigade were as fol-
lows:

23rd Sikh Pioneers ......7700 men
32nd Sikh Pioneers 700 men
8th Gurkhas e 700 men

One Company Mounted Infantry

One Company No. 3 Bengal Sappers

One Company No. 4 Madras Sappers

Two guns, No. 7 Mountain Battery

One machine gun Company from the Norfolk
Regiment

Tibet was entered a second time on De-
cember 12, 1903, and the town of Phari was
occupied on December 19, 1903. Tuna was
captured on January 8, 1904. The force
wintered at Phari and Tuna, occupying the
entire Chumbi valley during this period. The
Tibetans became extremely hostile to the ad-
vance and endeavoured to obstruct the Mis-
sion. Severe fighting occurred at Tuna when
the advance was resumed on March 31, 1904.
The mission reached Gyantse against heavy
opposition and occupied the town on April
11-12, 1904. Fighting in the Gyantse area
lasted until July 1, 1904. On this date,
Tongsa Penlop and an embassy from Lhasa
arrived at the British Camp. Tongsa Pen-
lop was unable to accede to the British re-

quirements, so' the negotiations were broken
off on July 3. On July 14, the Mission com-
menced its advance on Lhasa, which was
reached on August 3, 1904. Meanwhile, on
June 26th, additional reinforcements arrived
to increase the effective British force to 3,000
rifles. These consisted of: One wing, Royal
Fusiliers; two wings of the goth Pathans;
two Sections, British Mountain Battery; one
Section 7-pounders; and one company of
Mounted Infantry. The Tibetan regent
representing the Dalai Lama, who had fled
to China, was the Ti Rimpoche. He arrived
at the British Camp in Lhasa on August
20th. The treaty was signed on September
7th and the Mission departed from Lhasa on
September 23, 1904. The Mission re-entered
Indian Territory on October 25, 1904.

When it was decided to advance into the
Chumbi Valley, the Indian Posts and Tele-
graphs Department instructed Mr. H. Tul-
loch to accompany the Mission. Sir Geoftrey
Clarke, in “The Post Office of India and Its
Story,” gives the following account of the
Field postal service which accompanied the
Mission :—

“T'he rapid development of field post offices
necessitated the appointment of a second sup-
erintendent, and Mr. A. Bean was deputed
for field service. On the 6th January, 1904,
Mr. Bean took over charge of the Base Divi-
sion, but shortly after died of heart disease
on 3rd March, 1904. The entire arrange-
ment then devolved again on Mr. Tulloch
until the 1st April, 1904, when Mr. C. J.
Dease took over charge of the Base Divi-
sion.

“The Mission advanced on Gyantse on the
4th April, 1904. From Tuna to Gyantse the
mail arrangements were in the hands of the
military authorities, and only one postal clerk,
whose duty it was to distribute letters, was
sent up with the escort. The Mission
reached Gyantse on the 14th May, and a
field post office had to be opened there and
at several other places on the lines of com-
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munications. The force remained at Lhasa
from the 3rd August to the 23rd September
and returned to Gyantse on the 6th October,
1904. There was by this time at Gyantse an
accumulation of over 1,100 parcels addressed
to the members of the Lhasa column, but
Mr. Angelo, who was then placed in charge
of the advance division, disposed of them in
three days before the troops left on their
return march. The demobilization of the
force began by the end of October, and the
postal officials were ordered to leave Chumbi
on the 26th and to close the field post offices
between Chumbi and Gangtok on their way
down. Mr. Tulloch relinquished charge of
the F. P. O.s on the 28th November, 1904”
(Note: The dates referred to in this pas-
sage are evidently the dates in the Post Office
Record and not the dates of the military
movements as given in the preceding para-

graphs. H. D. §. H.)

The despatch of Brigadier-General J. R. L.
Macdonald, dated gth October, 1904, refers
to the work of the postal service in the fol-
lowing paragraph:—

“The field postal service had many difh-
culties to contend with, but carried out its
work satisfactorily. From Siliguri to Tuna
the mails were carried by departmental
agency, and thence on to Lhasa by military
agency. Up to Gyantse a daily service was
maintained latterly, and between Gyantse and
Lhasa mails were carried by Mounted In-
fantry every three days.”

No information is available of the num-
ber of field post offices that were opened and
in operation on the route to Lhasa, neither
was there any record of their locations. The
information given in the following table has
been pieced together from many sources, and
the examination of evidence of existing covers
themselves. It has not been possible to defi-
nitely locate all of the known field post offices.
Where there is still doubt, it has been thought
wise to give all the possible locations which
have been checked with the record of mili-
tary operations. The dates of earliest and
latest use are of course subject to correction
by scholars coming after. It must also be
pointed out that the F. P. O. marks were

Table 2. Postmarks of the Younghusband Expedition, December 12, 1903-November 28, 1904

Postmark Location Earliest date Last date Hlus.
Base Office Siliguri (India) 2/14/04 6/20/04 Fig. 1 Type IV
F. P. O. No. 24 Tuna 1/23/04 10/5/04 Not Illustrated
Field P. O. No. 24 | Tuna 1/4/04 10/5/04 Not Illustrated
Field P. O. No. 24
(oblong box) Tuna 227 22? Not Illustrated
Field P. O. No. 25 | Chumbi Valley 1/15/04 Not Illustrated
Field P. O. No. 26 | Yatung-Cyantse 1/21/04 10/27/04 Fig. 2 Type V
(Note 1)

F. P. O. No. 29 Lingmo ? 4/29/04 _ Not Illustrated
F. P.'©. 31 Langram ? 6/2/04 6/18/04 Not Illustrated

Chumbi ?

Cyantse ?
F. P. O. No. 31 Tuna 5/8/04 —_— Not Illustrated
Field P. O. No. 32 | Gyantse 5/14/04 10/5/04 Fig. 2 Type VI
F. P. O. 81 Pharijong 1/16/04 1/25/04 Fig. 5 Type |
Field P. O. No. 83 | Yatung ? 4/26/04 5/21/04 Fig. 2 Type VII

Pharijong ?

Lingmo ?
Field P. O. No. 84 | Tuna ?

Cyantse ? 6/11/04 10/2/04 Fig. 2 Type VIII
Field P. O. No. 85 | Gyantse ? 11/2/04 _ Not Illustrated
E. P. ©.86 Pharijong 1/13/04 1/21/04 Not Illustrated
Lahssa Lhasa 8/3/04 9/22/04 Fig. 2 Type |
Lhassa Lhasa 9/2/04 — Fig. 2 Type |l

Note 1: Field P. O. No. 26 was used at Yatung between 1/21/04 and 11/2/04. This
same mark was also used from Gyantse between 4/8/04 and 10/27/04.
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Figure 2. Postmarks of the Younghusband Expedition.

used in some cases by the Postal Agencies
which were established under the terms of
the Younghusband Treaty. The dates given
will serve as a guide for the differentiation
of these marks from strikes of the same
device used at a Postal Agency at a later
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date. It is also known that certain of these
F. P. O. numbers were assigned to other
stations outside of Tibet after the comple-
tion of the Mission. So in order to defi-
nitely assign a certain mark to the Young-
husband Expedition, the date must be legible.
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CHAPTER IV

THE BRITISH INDIAN POSTAL AGENCIES IN TIBET

Under the Anglo-Tibetan Treaty of
1904, the British Indian Government was
given the right to establish trade agencies,
postal agencies, and the right to maintain a
guard garrison at Gyantse. Many of the
provisions of the treaty were not enforced
by the British for political reasons. The
establishment of the trade agencies was actu-
ally the only tangible result of the Young-
husband expedition.

Trade agents were appointed to the towns
of Gyantse (which agency also supervised
the trade marts at Yatung and Pharijong in
the Chumbi Valley) and Gartok. Postal
agencies were opened at (Gartok, Gyantse,
Pharijong and Yatung.

It is now necessary to digress for a mo-
ment to consider the main trade routes be-
tween India and Tibet. By far the most im-
portant route is the one followed by Sir
Francis Younghusband during the expedition
to LLhasa. This starts at Siliguri in North
Bengal, proceeds through Kalimpong to
Gangtok in Sikkim State, thence into Tibet
to Yatung. From Yatung it leads to Phari
through the Chumbi Valley and thence to
Gyantse. The route branches at Gyantse,
northwest to Shigatse and northeast through
Nangartse to Lhasa. The second major
route lies through Bashahr (Bussahir to
philatelists) State, via Rampur, capital of
Bashar, Chini, thence through the gorges of
the Sutlej River to Shipki in Tibet. From
Shipki the route crosses the watershed be-
tween the headwaters of the Sutlej and the
Indus Rivers to Gartok. Gartok is situ-
ated in the western portion of Tibet near the
source of the Indus River. There is a third
route through the Vale of Kashmir and
Ladakh (Little Tibet) to Gartok, but as
there is no evidence that mails passed over
it from Gartok to Leh, the capital of La-
dakh, we will not outline it more fully. There
are other lesser routes into Burma through
the Salween Gorges and into Nepal by way
of the town of Tingri. Again there is no
evidence of mail having been transported by
these routes. The only routes which were
used, to our knowledge, for the exchange of

mail between Tibet and India were those
from Gyantse to Siliguri and from Gartok
to Rampur.

For the sake of clarity, each postal agency
will be considered separately and in alpha-
betical order:

Gartok. The postal agency was opened here
late in 1904 or early 1905. It had the
status of a branch office. It is believed to
have been closed during 1943, as it is not
listed in the “Indian Post and Telegraph
Guide” for that year. Two markings are
known from this agency. The first is a
circular type with the wording, “Gartok
Western Tibet.” (Fig. 3, Type I). The
other is a square box with the wording,
“Gartok Branch Office Western Tibet Dis-
trict” (Fig. 3, Type 3, Type 1I).

GARTOK
BRANCH OFFICE

| WaSTSRN TIZST DISTRICI,
|

1

Figure 3. Postmarks of Gartok.

Gyantse. This first operated as a field post
office from its establishment during the
Younghusband Expedition. Until 1906 the
field post office marks were used. The

numeral designation was “F. P. O. 25.”
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Figure C. Tibetan Post Office at Gyantse.

This mark was in use from 1905 to 1906.
(Fig. 4, Type 1). “Temporary P. O. Y”
is found during the period from 1906 to
1908. Also introduced in 1906 is a single
circle marking reading “Gyantse Tibet/
Siliguri Base.” (Fig. 4, Type VI). This
mark, which we call Type I, was used
until 1914. In 1908 a second type post
mark with the same inscription was intro-
duced (Fig. 4, Type II). This differs
from Type I in that it is double lined
circle with the date in a bridge. Similar
to this is the telegraphic marking which
reads “Gyantse / G. T. O.” (Fig. 4, Type
II1). In 1927, the large double lined
circle standard Indian post mark was in-
troduced. There are also two types of
this, type I having a star shaped ornament
at each side of the date bridge (Fig. 4,
Type 1V), and type II having solid, curved
bars between “Gyantse” and Tibet. (Fig.
4, Type V). These marks were continued
in use after the Indian Dominion took
over the post office in 1947 and are still
in current use.

Pharijong. This office first operated as a
field post office during the Younghusband
Expedition. After its establishment as an
Agency, it was assigned “Field P. O. No.
81”7 and “Field P. O. No. 31.” These
marks occur in two types, type I being of
the single circle design, and type II being
the double circle with date bridge (Fig. 5,
Type 1). These post marks were in use
from 1905 to 1909, with type Il only

Figure D. Building and Staff of the British
Indian Postal Agency at Pharijong.

known dated in 1905. During 1908 “Field
P. O. No. 68" in a design similar to type
II of the “Field P. O. No. 81" described
above, was used. During 1912 the inscrip-
tion on the post marks of this Agency were
changed to read “Pharijong F. P. O. No.
81.” In all other respects these marks
were similar to “Field P. N. No. 81”7 (Fig.
5, Type II) and (Fig. 5, Type III). In
the late 1920’s the standard Indian mark-
ings appeared. The earliest recorded use
from Pharijong is in 1935. Type I reads

Figure 6. Postmark of the Dominion of India
Postal Agency at Pharijong.
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Figure 5. Postmarks and Registry Labels of the British Indian Postal Agency at Pharijong.

“Pharijong” with a star at the bottom
(Fig. 5, Type 1V), while Type II has a
solid, curved bar in place of the star (Fig.
5, Type V). In the year 1949, a new
mark was observed. This read “Phari-
jong / Darjeeling,” and consisted of a
single circle with an attached streamer of
seven wavy lines. So far only one example
(Fig. 6). This is
similar to the type of marks observed in
India after the establishment of the Do-

has been recorded.

minion of India.

Yatung. The postal agency at Yatung is

also sometimes called Chumbi on the reg-

istry labels. This wording so far has not
been seen on the post marks themselves.
This was one of the Field Post Offices

Figure E. British Indian Postal Agency at
Yatung.

74 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, NO. 2



TiBET

FIELDPO.N226 SIRKIM TIBEY

A

108
YATUNG-TIBET
F.P.O ND 70

CHUMBI.F.P.O.N2 70

= 08
YATUNG-TIBET YATUNG T!BET
VIASILIGURI
YATUNG.TIRET ’

Figure 7. Postmarks and Registry Labels of the British Indian Postal Agency at Yatung.
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opened during the Younghusband Expedi-
tion. The first marking found after it was
made an agency is “Field P. O. 26.” (Fig.
7, Type I). These are similar to the
marks described above under Gyantse.
Also an oblong cover bearing this mark was
found in the Bailey correspondence and al-
so bears a handstamp reading “Sikkim
Tibet” in fancy letters (Fig. 7, Type VI).
“Field P. O. 26” is first known used in
1905, while the latest usage is 1907. Dur-
ing the year 1907 a marking which read
“F. P. O. No. 70" was also used in Yatung
(Fig. 7, Type II). In 1911 there was in-
troduced the wording “Yatung-Tibet / via
Siliguri.” There are two types of this

marking, type I being single circle (Fig. 7,
Type III) and type II the double circle
with date bridge (Fig. 7, Type 1V). These
marks are still in use.

The three major postal agencies operated
by the British Indian post office in Tibet,
namely, Gyantse, Pharijong and Yatung
have been continued in operation by the Do-
minion of India. With the one exception
noted at Pharijong there have been no
changes in the type of post marks employed.
There is no information available as to
whether the agency at Gartok is still in op-
eration. As far as it is possible to ascertain
at the present writing, the latest recorded
post mark for Gartok was dated in 1943.

CHAPTER V

THE CHINESE POST OFFICES IN TIBET

Representatives of the British and Chinese
Governments met in Peking during the month
of April, 1906, to discuss the provisions of
the Younghusband Treaty. As a result of
these talks, China was given a free hand in
Tibet and forthwith proceeded to exercise
her suzerainty. In the latter half of 1909,
a large force of Chinese troops marched into
Tibet and defeated the Tibetan army at
Chambdo. Meanwhile, the Dalai Lama, who
had fled to China in 1904 before the advanc-
ing British Expeditionary Force, had re-
turned to Lhasa after an absence of five
vears. He reached Lhasa in December, 1909,
but within two months was again a fugitive.
The Chinese troops occupied Lhasa in Feb-
ruary 1910. The Dalai Lama crossed the
border into India and received sanctuary in
Darjeeling. He stayed in India for more
than two years as the guest of the Indian
Government.

Great Britain protested against this flag-
rant violation of the treaty provisions. The
Chinese Government pointed out that Brit-
ish interests had not been disturbed and that
trade was uninterrupted. Before any strong-
er measures were taken against the Chinese,
the Revolution of October 10, 1911, broke
out. The Tibetans rose against the Chinese
forces and drove them out. The majority

of the Chinese troops and officials made their
way into India via the Chumbi Valley and
were repatriated by the Indian (Government.

One of the first acts of the Chinese after
gaining control of Tibet was to establish a
postal service. This new service was en-
tirely distinct from the Government Service
of Couriers (I Chang), which had existed
within the Chinese Empire for centuries.
The postal service established in Tibet in
1909-1910 organized it as a postal district
of the Chinese Imperial Post. The new
district was placed under the direction of
Feng Wei-Ping as Commissioner with head-
quarters at LLhasa. Post Offices were opened
at Chambdo (Chabdo is the spelling used on
the post mark), Gyantse, Pharijong, Shigatse,
and Yatung. The Chinese Ministry of Posts
and Communications Report on the Imperial
Chinese Posts Offices for the vear 1911 also
lists a post office at Gyamda, where a Tibetan
post office had existed since 1932. The Post-
al Administration of the Republic of China
also reports that a Chinese post office ex-
isted at Shobando for one year, 1910-1911.
There is, however, no evidence other than
these reports to substantiate the existence of
these two post offices. No postmarks have
been found nor has any traveler reported the
existence of a post office during that period.
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Figure 8. The Surcharge stamps used by the Chinese Post Offices in Tibet.

The administration of the Chinese postal
service in Tibet was very efficient and pro-
gressive. It offered all types of postal serv-
ice including the sale of money orders.

There were two mail routes opened for
outside communication. Both of these origi-
nated at Lhasa. The one to India went via
Gyantse, Pharijong and Yatung to Siliguri.
The one to China followed the old silk road
via Chambdo, Batang, Ta-Tsien-Lu, Yao-
Chow-Fu and Chengtu, covering a distance
of 1666 miles. The official time to travel
over this route was stated to be 55 days, but
one of the few known covers was en route
189 days from Lhasa to Peking. The route
through India was by far the quicker and
most travelled. This carried most of the
Chinese mails, even to China itself. The

author has a cover from Urga, Mongolia, to
Lhasa which went by way of India taking 74
days for the trip. It is probable that the
route to China was used by the I Chang
Service almost exclusively and that the Im-
perial Chinese Post used the Indian route.
This would account for the rarity of covers
showing the markings identified with the old
silk road.

When the service was first opened, ordi-
nary Chinese postage stamps were used.
These are Scott types A17, A18 and A19 in
the colors current from 1910 on. As these
were used for only little more than a year,
the Chinese stamps bearing recognizable
Tibetan postmarks are of extreme rarity.
During 1911, these stamps were surcharged
with new values in Indian currency for use
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solely in the Tibetan post offices. The sur-
charged stamps were issued first to Lhasa
in March, 1911. The earliest known usage
is 9 March, 1911, from Lhasa, as reported
by Mr. Theodore M. Newman.

The surcharge was applied in black by the
printing office of the Customs Statistical De-
partment at Shanghai and consisted of the
new values indicated in Chinese, English and
Tibetan. The work was carefully done and
only one abnormal variety exists. This is
the first tri-lingual surcharge found on the
stamps of any country. The following stamps
received the surcharge in quantities as indi-
cated:

“Three Pies” on 1 cent, ochre 72,200
“Half Anna” on 2 cents, green 108,200
“One Anna” on 4 cents, vermilion __108,200
“T'wo Annas” on 7 cents, maroon 65,200
“T'wo Half Annas” on 10 cents, ul-

tramarine 72,200
“Three Annas” on 16 cents, olive

green _ 30,200
“Four Annas” on 20 cents, red brown 31,200
“Six Annas” on 30 cents, dull red __. 12,000
“Twelve Annas” on 50 cents, yellow

{141 &=/ o (I DN EE s S S S e 12,000

“One Rupee” on $1 red and pale rose 4,800
“T'wo Rupees” on $2 brown red and
vellow 3,704

The statement of the quantities issued is
that given in Juan Mencarini and M. D.
Chow's “Descriptive Catalogue of Chinese
Postage Stamps.” These figures differ some-
what from those of earlier authorities. It
is our opinion, however, that the above quan-
tities are more nearly accurate.

There were three settings of the sur-
charges because of the differing size of the
sheets of the basic stamps. The 3 pies, 5,
1, 2V, 3, 4, 6 and 12 annas were surcharged
on blocks of 40 stamps, two panes of twenty
(4 x5) side by side. The 2 annas was sur-
charged on blocks of 50 stamps, two panes of
25 (5x35) side by side. The 1 rupee and 2
rupees was surcharged on blocks of 48 in
one pane (6x8).

In the setting of the “Three Annas” Sur-
charge occurred the one abnormal variety of
the issue, namely an inverted “S” of a wrong
font in the word “Annas.” It occurs once
in the setting, position 11 of the right hand
pane. (Fig. 9a). Other varieties have been
reported by students, but upon careful check-
ing these have not been found to be constant
and were probably caused by particles of
dirt sticking to the type faces. As there is
no constancy in these varieties, it is useless to
describe them.

The use of these surcharged stamps was
very restricted, and they were not recognized
except in Tibet and China. Letters passing
from Tibet to places abroad, by way of the
Gyantse-Yatung route to India, had to be
additionally franked with Indian stamps.
There had been no provision made for their
acceptance by the Indian postal authorities;
but before such an agreement could be
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Figure 9. The Major Types of the Surcharge applied to the Chinese stamps.

reached, the Chinese officials had been forced
to flee, and the postal service ceased to exist.
Letters for abroad sent by the Chinese post
were handed over to the Indian post office
at Yatung where Indian postage stamps were
affixed. The Chinese lost nothing by this
practice, as they charged the sender the full
postage plus the cost of the Indian rate.

With the outbreak of the revolution in
China in October, 1911, and the withdrawal
of the Chinese garrisons from Tibet, the
position of the postal officials became highly
dangerous. Eventually the Chinese Postal
Commissioner at ILhasa and the Chinese
clerks at the other offices barely escaped
with their lives. The post offices at Lhasa,
Gyantse and Shigatse ceased to function by
December, 1911. The post offices at Phari-
jong and Yatung continued to operate ~intil
the early part of 1912. The post office at
Chambdo was never attached to the Lhasa
Commissioner, but was controlled from
Chungking. This post office was the last
opened, July, 1911, continuing to function un-
til 1918. The reason for this was that Ti-
betan authority was not reestablished in that
area until 1918.

At least four different types of postmarks
were used during the short life of the Chi-
nese post in Tibet, Type I consisted of a
small double lined circle with the name of
the post office across the center between par-
allel lines. Above the English lettering ap-
pears the name of the city in Chinese and be-
low in Tibetan. Type II consisted of a small
double lined circle with the English inscrip-
tion around the base with the remainder of
the area filled with the equivalents in Chi-
nese and Tibetan. Type III consists of a
large double lined circle with the name of
the city and “Tibet” between the lines at the
top, at the bottom appears the Tibetan char-
acters for the city and in the center the
Chinese characters for the city and two paral-
lel lines enclosing further Chinese characters.
The English inscriptions are in sans serif
capitals. Type IV is similar to Type III ex-
cept that the English lettering is done in serif
capitals and two stars appear between the
circular lines on each side of the Tibetan
inscription.

The following table shows the usage of

these postmarks according to post office:
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Town

Lhasa
Chambdo
Gyantse
Pharijong
Shigatse
Yatung

Table 3
Type Illustration
15 e 0L IV Fig. 10, Types IIl, IV, V, VI.
11 Fig. 11 (Note spelling ‘““Chabdo’)

I, 111 Fig. 12, Types VII, VIII

| Fig. 13, Type VII. (Note spelling ‘“Phagri’’)
I, I Fig. 14 (Type | not illustrated) Type II.
15 113 Fig. 15, Type VII, Type VIII.

Figure 10. Postmarks used by the Chinese Post

Oftice at Lhasa.
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Figure 13. Chinese Postmark of Phari.
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Figure 12. Chinese Postmarks of Gyantse.

Figure 14. Chinese Postmarks of Shigatse.

Vi

Figure 15. Chinese Postmarks of Yatung.

Counterfeits of the surcharge are known.
Most of the ones we have seen can be easily
distinguished by the fact that the Tibetan
characters are badly formed and much thick-
er than the originals. As the surcharge was
applied only to the unwatermarked Chinese
stamps of 1908 and later. Any surcharge on
the watermarked stamps of the same design
must be fraudulent.

We have also seen a copy of the 3 Annas
on 16 cents bearing a Chinese vertical Re-
publican overprint in dull blue. This over-
print is very similar to the unofficial Tientsin
overprints. Until we receive further infor-
mation, this stamp must be classed as bogus.

(To be continued in the next number.)
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GUATEMALA

The Second Provisional Issue

By FRED A. LAUPER

(Member of the International Society of
Guatemala Collectors)*
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The set of five values.

Of all the numerous provisional stamps of
Guatemala, the issue of 1886 on the vermil-
ion 1 peso Northern Railway Tax stamp is
a most unusual and interesting one. These
provisionals were the result of a rather un-
ethical deal between the government and an
American engineer, one Charles Parker, who
probably acted on behalf of the New York
stamp dealer, Mr. Calman. These sur-
charged stamps were undoubtedly created
rather for philatelic than postal purposes, al-
though they were available for a short time
at the post office windows for sale to the
public and, therefore, found postal use to a
limited extent. So, in spite of their unsav-
ory origin, these provisionals have a quite
legitimate status.

This issue contains numerous errors, some
perhaps purposely made to produce saleable
varieties; but most of them have, in my own
opinion, occurred due to the carelessness of
the printers who applied the surcharge, the
absence of any inspection or control, and the
lack of adequate printing types. ‘These
many varieties will be discussed in greater

* This article is contributed to THE COLLECTORS
crus pHiLATELIST by The International Society of
Guatemala Collectors.

detail later. The reader can then judge for
himself whether the above statement is justi-
fied or not.

The issue of these provisionals was insti-
gated by Charles Parker, who at that time
was employed by the Guatemala government.
He approached the government officials with
the suggestion that they should immediately
produce and make available for postage a set
of provisional stamps of a higher value than
the then current set of 1 to 20 centavos Quet-
zal stamps of 1882. Simultaneously he of-
fered to order at his own expense an entirely
new series of postage stamps of 1 to 200
centavos denomination, and of a design, size
and colors agreeable to the government.

The joker in this proposition was the pro-
vision that as soon as Mr. Parker would de-
liver this new series of stamps to the govern-
ment, it would let him have in compensation,
and for use as he would see fit, all the re-
mainder of the 1 to 20c stamps of the
Quetzal design, as well as those of the above
proposed provisionals.

This proposition looked very attractive to
the government, which at that time had been
frequently in need of money. It could obtain
a new set of postage stamps for only the ex-
pense of surcharging a not too large quantity
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Five of the Scarcer errors.

of some surplus Tax stamps, of which it
possessed quite a lot, and for which there
was no use in the foreseeable future. The
sale of the remainder of obsolete issues to
stamp dealers at below face value was then
a quite common practice in many countries.
When, therefore, the Guatemala government
accepted Charles Parker’s proposition, it did
not commit any worse act than what numer-
ous other countries also have done, and are
still doing. However, the really objection-
able aspect of this deal was that these pro-
visionals were primarily created for handing
over to Parker, as at that time there ex-
isted scarcely any demand for stamps with
these higher denominations; their availability
at the post offices was, therefore, only inci-
dental. As a matter of fact, these provision-
als found very little use for postage and
genuinely used copies of these stamps are for
this reason very rare indeed.

The official decree for the production of
this provisional issue and the contract with
Parker were published in “Guatemala Fila-
telica” of 1943, and read translated as fol-
lows:

“Government Palace, Guatemala.
Febr. 11th, 1886.

Whereas it has become evident that a ne-

cessity for circulation of postage stamps of

higher value than those of the issue of 1881

does exist, and in order to remedy this

condition, the General-President decrees:

10—That a provisional issue of five val-
ues be made with the following denomina-
tions

300,000 of $0.25
300,000 of .. $o.50
250,000 __ of _ $0.75
150,000 Of oo $1.00
100,000 of _ . $1.50

20—That these provisional stamps shall

be valued at the denomination they express
and be in circulation until a new and uni-
form series of postage stamps is intro-
duced.

30— The procurement agency is empow-
ered to arrange for the manufacture of two
million new stamps of eleven denominations
and of values from one centavo up to two
pesos, in a manner that they be available
tor service not later than the 10oth of July
of the current year. To be made known.

Indorsed by the General-President.

Herrera.”

“Contract for the printing of the new
series of postage stamps.

The office of the Secretary of State and
the Procurement Agency, as the one party,
properly authorized by the resolution of
this date, and the engineer Charles Parker,
as the other party, have approved the
following agreement:

10—The government shall have manu-
factured through the Consul of the Repub-
lic in New York and at the American
Bank Note Company, or other equally re-
sponsible concern, two million postage
stamps of the following denominations:

250,000 _ of . $o.01
150,000 off == $0.02
500,000 —of $0.05
300,000 . of $o.10
200,000 - of $0.20
100,000 ... O e e $0.25
100,000 of $0.50
100,000 . - lof $0.75
100,000 s O . $1.00
100,000 . of $1.50
100,000 of $2.00
2,000,000

20—The stamps shall be made to con-
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form in every respect with instructions
that will be forwarded to said Consul, each
denomination to be of a different color, and
be inscribed with the value they represent.

30—These stamps must reach this capital
at the latest by the end of next June.

40—Parker engages himself to pay for
the cost of all the indicated stamps, as well
as for all the charges of transport, ex-
change, insurance, etc., guaranteeing this
assumed obligation with a bond acceptable
to the office of the Secretary.

so—In recompense, the government
agrees to hand over to Parker all the re-
mainder of the postage stamps issued in
1884 and those of the stamps of the North-
ern Railway, which have been authorized
by the decree of this date, although neither
one nor the other shall retain a legal value
by virtue of the new issue, subject of the
present contract, having then been put in
circulation.

In witness whereof and to make it bind-
ing, sign the two in compliance, at the office
of the Procurement Agency of the govern-
ment of Guatemala, the eleventh of Febru-
ary, one thousand eight hundred and
eighty-six.

Charles Parker, C. E. M. E.
C. Herrera.”

It will be noted that above contract does
not give the correct date for the issue of the
small Quetzal stamps which were anncunced
by a decree dated November 7th, 1881 and
prresumably put in circulation at that time.
The issue date mentioned in the Scott cata-
logue is therefore incorrect.

The production of these provisional stamps
by surcharging the Railway Tax stamps was
apparently done at the Government Printing
Works in Guatemala.

The basic stamp used for this purpose was
an obsolete Tax stamp of which large quanti-
ties were in stock. The story in connection
with them is that when President J. Rufino
Barrios intended to construct the new North-
ern Railroad but had not the money to do so,
he conceived the idea of making every citzen
of Guatemala a bondholder in this enterprise.
As the majority of the population was too
poor to pay outright for such a bond, he in-
troduced a scheme whereby everybody could
buy every three months a 1 peso tax stamp

at any post office in the country and stick it
on a dated coupon card where space was pro-
vided for four such stamps. When any of
these cards was completed with four stamps,
it could be brought to a post office where it
was cancelled “Pagado” and thus served as a
voucher for the installment payment for that
particular year. As soon as ten such fully
paid up cards would be presented, a $40
interest paying bond was to be issued to the
holder.

This financing project was put in operation
in 1884 and a large quantity of the required
1 peso Tax stamps were ordered from the
American Bank Note Co. of New York,
which, on receipt, were put on sale at the
post offices. These stamps were printed in
sheets of 100—10 rows of 10 stamps each—
and are perforated 12. They are of the en-
graved type and show in an oval center the
picture of President Rufino Barrios. Around
this portrait are the inscriptions: “REPUB-
LICA DE” at the left and “GUATE-
MALA” at the right. Below the oval is
found “VALE UN PESO” and on top
“FERROCARRIL AL NORTE.” They
are well executed and printed in a bright
vermilion color, which makes them quite at-
tractive looking stamps.

It is strange to note that some philatelic
writers of the early 20th century made the
mistake of recording that the portrait shown
on these stamps is that of M. Rivera Paz,
the first President of Guatemala. This is
not correct as a comparison with the pic-
tures of Justo Rufino Barrios on various
subsequent stamps will obviously show.

Unfortunately, President Barrios was
killed in April, 1885 in the battle of Chal-
chuapa in Salvador. Without its promoter,
the construction of this Railway was inter-
rupted and its financing scheme came almost
immediately to a standstill. Some coupon
cards that are preserved in various collec-
tions, are said to show the last Tax stamp
entered in the space for the first semester of
1885 while all other spaces are empty. There
were, therefore, large quantities of these Tax
stamps left over; Mr. Parker apparently
knew of their existence when he suggested
them for these new provisionals.

The surcharges used are of quite an elab-
orate design and their overall arrangement
is similar for all the five denominations. The
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top part of the surcharge has the inscrip-
tion: “Correos Nacionales,” and underneath
it a row of ornaments. The denomination is
expressed five times on each surcharge, four
times with small numerals and the letter
“c.” after them, and once at the bottom in
larger numerals and “centavos” for the 3
lower values and “Ctavos” for the 100 and
150c surcharges. In between the smaller
numerals is the inscription “Guatemala” with
smaller ornaments above and below it. The
whole setting of the surcharge is rather in-
tricate and being entirely made-up of indi-
vidual printing slugs for each numeral, let-
ter, period, ornament and spacer. It is easily
understandable that various misspellings,
inverted letters and ornaments, unequal let-
ters and numerals, and other mistakes should
have occurred. Also there must have been
a lack of a sufficient number of equal type
slugs, which would account for the different
letter and numeral types used in the print-
ing plates of the surcharges of these provi-
sionals. The full sheet of the 100c value, for
instance, shows the five stamps on its bottom
row with the word “Guatemala” in much
heavier type, which undoubtedly was done
knowingly when not enough slugs of the prev-
ious letter type were available. Such a
predicament might have worried a consci-
entious craftsman in an United States print-
ing plant, but the people who overprinted
these provisionals apparently were not con-
cerned a bit whether the surcharges were all
uniform or not. It is, therefore, my belief
that this indifferent attitude or carelessness,
rather than any deliberate intention to create
errors is the real reason for all these printing
varieties.

The printing plates for these provisionals
were of two types:

For the three lower denominations a
printing plate of 50 surcharges, 5 wide and
10 high, was used. The inscriptions, orna-
ments and the numeral “s” remained the
same for all three denominations. This
ficure “s5” was preceded by a “2” for the
“25¢” and a “7” for the “75¢” value, while
a “0” succeeded it on the “s0c” stamps. It
follows that the majority of errors in the
inscriptions and in the type and size of the
numeral “5” repeat themselves in the identi-
cal sheet positions for all three denomina-
tions. The sheets of the basic stamps had

been separated into panes of 50 stamps, 5
wide and 10 high, with the top margin al-
ways removed for adjusting the panes in the
printing presses while surcharging. The
panes of the 25, 50 and 7s5c provisionals,
therefore, never have more than two mar-
gins, one at the bottom and one on either
the left or right hand side. As all four sheet
margins of the basic stamp carry in their
middle the printer’s name, it is always pos-
sible to determine from which half of the
full sheet a given pane with margin origi-
nated.

For the 100 and 150c values a printing
plate of 25 surcharges, 5 wide and 5 high,
was employed. The design of the surcharge
is, as already mentioned, very similar to that
of the three lower denominations, but for
the top inscription a heavier type with let-
ters all of equal thickness was used. The
middle inscription “Guatemala” comes in a
somewhat smaller type, except on 35 sur-
charge varieties in the bottom row of the
100c sheet where the type is extra bold. The
“Ctavos” on the lower line of the surcharge
has a slightly larger type. The surcharges of
these two higher denominations have identical
top and bottom inscriptions, and the “1” in
the numerals and the small “c” behind the
four small denominations are also the same.
However, the “Guatemala” on the center
line differs on the 100 and 150c values, and
so do the ornamentations, although the middle
portion of the upper ornament remains equal
for both denominations.

To print the provisionals of these higher
denominations the sheet of 100 of the basic
stamp was separated in 4 panes of 25 each,
5 stamps wide and 5 high. The top sheet
margin was again removed to facilitate the
adjustment of the pane in the printing press
that applied the surcharges. All panes of
these 100 and 150c provisionals, therefore,
have either a side and bottom margin, or
only a side margin. The name of the printer
found on these margins indicates again the
position in a full sheet of any pane with
margin.

The writer recently had the opportunity
to examine a considerable number of full
sheets, large pieces and special items of most
denominations of these provisionals. Much
of this material was loaned to him by Messrs.

Denwood Kelly, Joseph Mandos and Edgar
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C. Cantrell, who also extended to the writer
the benefit of their long experience and great
knowledge of this subject. Appreciation is
expressed here for the cooperation they so
generously gave.

With all this available reference material
it is possible to check the published informa-
tion on these provisionals and to add to the
knowledge of the miscellaneous varieties that
occur in this issue.

It was found that, as usual, the Guate-
mala section of the Kohl Handbook contained
very reliable information, while many other
articles published over the years on these
stamps were at times somewhat inaccurate.
Nonetheless, it must be recognized that these
authors of by-gone generations contributed
vastly to our present day’s knowledge of the
history of these provisionals and their many
varieties.

It is believed that the present study of these
stamps succeeded in establishing the definite
status of a number of their varieties and in
verifying their various sheet positions. Cer-
tain printings, like those of the 50 and the
15oc values, unfortunately could not be
checked as thoroughly as one would have
liked. All the numerous sheets of these de-
nominations that were available for exami-
nation pertained only to one or two print-
ings and it was not possible to check whether
the characteristics of the other printings, as
described by J. R. M. Albrecht and other

authors actually do exist.

From this investigation it appears that the
great number of varieties occurring in this
series of provisionals can be classified in the
following groups:

1) Constant varieties.

2) Varieties pertaining only to one particu-
lar value.

3) Varieties characterising one particular
printing.

4) Random varieties.

5) Inverted and double surcharges.

6) Falsifications.

In the following an attempt is made to dis-
cuss these various groups in greater detail.

1) Constant Varieties

As previously explained, a common printing
plate of 50 surcharges was used for the 25,

50 and 75¢ values while another printing
plate of 25 surcharges served for the 100 and
150c denominations of these provisionals. The
numerals in the large printing plate were
varied to produce the three lower values, and
the numerals and certain inscriptions and
ornaments were changed for the two higher
values. The fundamental set-up of the two
printing plates, however, remained the same
and a large number of varieties occurring on
either plate, therefore, show up in the identi-
cal sheet positions on all stamps surcharged
with that particular plate, irrespective of
their denomination.

For the 25, 50 and 75c values of these
provisionals, the more prominent constant
varieties of interest, are the following:

Sheet position

Inverted “s” in “Nacionales” No. 4

Period after “Guatemala” dropped and
elongated No. 9

“centanios” instead of “centavos” No. 15

¢

Raised period after “‘centavos” . No. 19
Comma instead of period after lower

right “c” No. 28
“centovos’’ instead of “‘centavos” and
inverted “‘s” No. 30

Dot in center of right hand chain link, No. 47

For the advanced specialist the following
less prominent, but still easily discernible
varieties can be mentioned:

Large “5” in lower right and small “5”
in bottom value designation No. 3

[T 3]

Large “s” in upper left value desig-
nation _ Nos. 8, 36, 40, 44

€

Large “v” in “centavos” Nos. 9, 22, 31, 35, 48
Large “5"” in lower left value
designation

Antique “a” in “centavos”

Nos. 14, 18, 19, 27, 38, 42, 45
Small “5” in bottom value

No. 11

designation . No. 21
Large “s5” in upper left and lower

right value designation No. 30
Damaged “a” in ‘“‘centavos” ________ No. 46

There are many other irregularities which
repeat themselves in the same sheet position
of all three lower denominations, such as
slightly different or broken letters in “centa-
vos,” defective ornaments, variations in the
“s”, etc., but which are scarcely important

enough to be recorded here. However, they
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are useful to know when trying to determine
the sheet position of a given copy of these
provisionals. A reconstruction of the whole
sheet of 50 of any of these lower values is,
therefore, not too difficult.

For the 100 and 150c values of this issue
the irregularities common to both these de-
nominations are the following:

Damaged “C” in “Ctavos” No. 12
Narrow “c” after upper left value
designation

No. 24

Here again there are minor irregularities
in the letters of the inscriptions, in the num-
erals of the value designations and the orna-
ments which can be used to determine the
sheet position of almost any copy of these
higher values.

2) Varieties pertaining only to one
particular value.

The varieties that only occur in one par-
ticular value, but are present in all print-
ings of that value, are the following:

The 25 centavos stamp.

(TN

Large “2” in upper left value
designation = Nos. 19,48
Large “2” in lower left value designation,
Nes. 1, 3, b, 8, T, 13, 15, 2%, 22, .23, 27,
28, 31, 32, 33, 36, 37, 38, 41, 43, 46, 47

€63

Large “2” in lower right value

designation No. 12
Large “2” in lower left & right value

Aesigmation ... moereeemes Nos. 18, 26, 42
Large “2” in upper right & lower left

and right value designation No. 7
Small “2” in bottom value

designation Nos. 1, 6, 11, 16, 21,

26, 31, 36, 41, 46
No period after “centavos” and upper

left “c¢” No. 27

The 50 Centavos stamp.

Assuming that the standard “0” in “50” is
large in all five value designations, the fol-
lowing irregularities can be found:

Small “0” in upper left value

designation Nos. 2, 18, 19, 43, 45
Small “0” in upper right value

designation .. .~ Nos. 1, 15, 22
Small “0” in lower left value

designation Nos. 5, 34, 37, 50

Small “0” in lower right value

designation No. 38
Small “0” in upper & lower left value

designation No.g
Small “0” in upper right and lower

left value designation No. 14
Small “0” in lower left & bottom value

designation No. 20

’

Dot in “0” of lower right “50’
“Carreos” instead of “Correos” .
Blotchy round ornament

The 75 centavos stamp.

“Carreos” instead of “Correos” No. 28
No periods after “c” on both upper
p
and lower right No. 35

The 100 Ctavos stamp.

194

“110” and “400"” instead of “100” in

upper and lower left No. 16
“Guatemala” 23 m/m long instead of

18 m/m Nos. 21, 22, 23, 24, 25
Rosette with vertical leaves in

blagk . Nos. 1,4, 5,7, 11, 14, 16, 25

Blotchy ornament on right upper row __ No. 2

The 150 Ctavos stamp.

Slanted “5” in the “150” value
designations
Lower ornament inverted

({321

5”7 without neck in bottom

desionation s e No. 21
Blotchy shell like ornament between
upper value designations No. 25

) Iarieties characterizing one particular
g
printing.

The 25 centavos stamp.

The 1st printing of this value has the fol-
lowing characteristic varieties:

“225 instead of “25” in lower left

value designation No. 15

[l

t"” missing in “centavos” No. 40

The second printing of this value has these
two errors corrected. Why other equally
prominent mistakes like the misspelled “cen-
tavos” were not corrected at the same time
is rather difficult to understand.

The 50 centavos stamp.

The first printing of this value shows the
characteristic variety that follows:

“CO

rreos” instead of “Correos” _______ No. 1
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TBe /00 Clvas Palwe.

Constant Varielies: @Jamqea/ C e Clavos,

Varieties ornly fourd o s vajve: |

“ Narrow ‘"

U0 andl ‘300" or Jeft.

L8 Guatermasa /i larper ana ieavier lype.

% THoselle with vertical /eaves /n Hack.

According to an article by J. R. M. Al-
brecht in “Gibbons Stamp Weekly” of April
16, 1910, the second printing of this value
has “Co” in the normal position, but the
period after “Guatemala” on the same
stamp is now much too low.

The third printing is said to have the
stamp in the sheet position 27 with a space
between the “0” and “‘s” of “Correos,” and
stamp No. 1 has now the period after

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI,

“Guatemala” back in the normal position or
missing altogether.

No sheets or singles showing the varieties
said to pertain to the second and third print-
ings have come to my attention nor were
available for checking. It is therefore neces-
sary to assume that the respective state-
ments by Mr. Albrecht are correct.

The fourth printing has all the irregu-
larities mentioned for the three previous
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7%e /50 Clayos Value.

Constant Vayvieltres: @Jmmyed “Cinllavas., € Narvow ‘e
Varielies orly found or this value: E Frvertea Ornamert
Varieties of first Printing: Trverted ‘6 in “Gualemata.
B:l aplea S5 & Guelemala. IEI Blotchy shel ornament in cenler.

printings eliminated, but all the varieties stead the following new variety now turns

listed under group 1) and 2) still remain. up:
“s50” instead of “75

)

The 75 centavos stamp. in upper right
value designation . No.31

The first printing of this denomination has
All other irregularities remain the same.

the following curious varieties:

“ales” in “Nacionales” inverted . No.5 The 100 Ctavos stamp.
The second and more abundant printing of There is apparently only one printing of
this value has this error corrected, but in- this value.
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The 150 Ctavos stamp.

The numerous sheets of this value that
were available for examination had all the
following varieties:

“G” in “Guatemala” inverted No. 2

[{P1)

e” instead of “a” in “Guetemala” _No. 6

Sheets with these varieties are said to per-
tain to the first printing.

Mr. Albrecht in his above referred-to arti-
cle wrote that the second printing of this
value shows the inverted “G” corrected, and
the third printing has also “Guatemala”
spelled correctly. However, I am told of
the existence of some corner blocks with
stamp No. 6, having the slanted “5” in “150”
and the wrongly spelled “Guetemala,” cor-
rected, but with stamp No. 2 still showing
the inverted “G”.

No blocks or sheets of these second and
third printings have been seen by the author
to corroborate the above assertions.

4) Random V arieties.

Varieties of this group exist in odd copies
or in quantities of the same or similar type.
They were not caused by omission, inver-
tion or faulty insertion of letters, numerals,
ornaments, etc. in the printing plates, but ap-
pear to be due to some mechanical defect
during the printing, resulting in some por-
tion of the surcharge not being printed, or
only partly or defectively so.

The 25 centavos stamp.

The letters “os Na” of “Correos Nacionales”

are missing ... ... ... .. No. 11
Periods after upper left “c” and
“centavos” defective or missing No. 27

The Scott catalog lists under 26f a variety
with “centvos” instead of “centavos.” This
must not be a constant variety as neither I
nor any of the collectors whom I know have
ever seen such a copy. Perhaps it does not
exist.

The 50 centavos stamp.

The letters “os Na” of “Correos Nacio-
nales” are missing No. 11

This variety shows sometimes more or less
letters missing or defective, indicating a
gradual deterioration.

The periods after the upper left

(IR 1]
C

and

“centavos” are missing, and ‘“‘centavos” is
spaced ‘“centavo s,” “centav os,” “centa vos,”
etc. No. 27. The above varieties had been
caused apparently when the printing slug for
the period fell out. The letter slugs thus
had become loose and gradually separated,
resulting in the spacings within the word. A
sheet of a late printing was examined which
had a heavier than normal period after
“centavos.” This appears to indicate that
these loose letters had been noticed during
printing and therefore, a new period slug had
been inserted to anchor the letters in place.

No periods after the “c” on both
upper and lower right . No. 35
The letter “t” missing in “centavos” __No. 40

The 75 centavos stamp.

The variety with “os Na” missing is said
to occur also on this value.

The period after the upper left “c” is
missing or defective No. 27

The 100 Ctavos stamp.

More or less defectively surcharged stamps
can be mentioned as random varieties of this
value. Some such copies show only portions
of the surcharge on the sides of the stamp.

The 150 Ctavos stamp.

The variety with “Guetemala” in sheet po-
sition 6 comes frequently very poorly printed
with the center portion of the surcharge par-
tially missing. It seems that in this portion
of the printing plate the ink did not always
adhere and thus caused at times defective
prints.

Such defectively printed surcharges also
occur at times on stamps of the three lower
denominations, but not so often.

On some sheets of the 150 Ctavos stamps
the surcharge was so far misplaced that one
row of it was applied to the margins, leaving
a row of stamps without surcharge and thus
forming five sets of pairs, either vertical or
horizontal, that have only one stamp per
pair surcharged.

All values of these provisionals are also
known with the surcharge greatly displaced,
so much so, for instance, that the inscription
“Correos Nacionales” may now be in the
middle or at the bottom of the stamp, in-
stead of on the top.

Many of these stamps come with the backs
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Complete setting of the 100 Ctavos. Actual size.
and sometimes also the fronts more or less course, considerably scarcer than any of those
blackeqed with printing mk:. previously described because, some of them
Partial or complete offsets of the sur- only occurred in a few sheets. The inverted
charges are also found. surcharge on the 100c denomination, for in-
5) Inverts and Double Prints. stance, is said to have existed on only
. . r . . ~ ¢ - 8 Q G r1 LU
All denominations of these provisionals sheet of 25 stamps. The error with
. . . - “" ”» ~ . 3 1 o 2 i M
come with either inverted or double sur- and “400” can, thus, be on just one stamp in
charges or both. These varieties are, of inverted form.
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These varieties are known as follows: 3) One horz. and one diagonal.
Denom.  Inverted Surch.  Double Surch. rooc Yes
25¢ Yes No 1 horz. & 1 slant.
50C Yes Yes 150¢ Yes Yes
75¢ No As could be expected, most inverted and
1) Both horz. double surcharges were counterfeited quite
2) One horz. and one vertical. freely. A knowledge of all the legitimate
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irregularities occurring on the various values
will enable one to spot quickly any such
forgeries.

6) Falsifications.

Although the basic stamps were not count-
erfeited nor imitated to my knowledge, the
surcharges of these provisionals, especially
those of the inverted and double type, re-
ceived some attention from the fakers, and
caution is advised when acquiring such items.

Fortunately, all the forgeries that I have
seen and examined were poorly made, and
should not fool any alert collector.

On the 25 and 50 centavos denominations
the print on the forged surcharge is consid-
erably coarser and more defective looking.
The numerals “25” and “50” are squat-
tier and both the top and bottom inscriptions
are somewhat longer.

A forgery of the 75c¢ value has never come
my way, but presumably they exist being
probably similar to those of the two lower
values.

The 100c and 150c forgeries are easily
spotted by looking at the top inscription,
which on the counterfeited surcharges have
“Correos Nacionales” printed in the same
type as the three lower values. The genu-
ine surcharges on the higher values have, as
explained before, a heavier gothic type with
the letters of equal thickness. Also the zeros
in the numerals “100” and “150” on the
forged value designations are very much
slimmer than in the genuine ones. The
counterfeited surcharge of the 100 Ctavos
stamps show the ornament below “Guate-
mala” in the shape of a shell instead of a
rosette. On the forged 150c surcharges,
this ornament is wrong also and of the same
type as those forming the upper row of orna-
ments on the genuine 100 Ctavos stamps.

Also, these Railway Tax stamps are known
with various bogus surcharges, which, how-
ever, are not related to the provisionals here
under review.

Cancellations.

This article would not be complete without
a few comments on the cancelled copies of
these provisionals. As it was mentioned
earlier in this article, these provisionals were
not really issued to satisfy an actual postal
demand for such higher denominations.

Furthermore, they had been available for
postage during less than four months and
could not, therefore, have found extensive
service.  Genuinely used copies of these
stamps are, consequently, scarce and far more
valuable than mint copies. Covers with these
provisionals properly used are, therefore, real
collectors items.

The fact that all used copies of these pro-
visionals are much more desirable stamps, re-
sulted, as with so many other earlier Guate-
mala issues, in forged postmarks being ap-
plied to these stamps. It is probably safe to
state that 999 out of a 1000 used copies carry
a forged cancellation of some sort or other.

The majority of these bad cancellations
are not too difficult to detect. Practically all
double circle cancellations with “Correos” on
top, “Guatemala” or “El Quiche” on the
bottom and with or without date in the cen-
ter, are fakes. The color of the ink on the
cancel is a greyish black; the print is not
solid; and they usually were applied to the
corner of a stamp. The large 5-pointed star
cancellation is very questionable, and so are
the large single circle cancellations in purple.
However, some of these might have been
genuinely applied, but unless they tie the
stamp to a cover, no positive proof is avail-
able.

Provincial date cancellations with “Certifi-
cado” and the large numeral cancellations
are usually considered to be genuine, although
no positive proof exists unless a stamp is
properly tied to a postally used cover. Rect-
angular postmarks and those with “Guate-
mala” diagonally within a single 17 m/m
circle, are cancellations not applied for postal
purposes, but by favor, and, do not, there-
fore, warrant premium prices.

With these remarks this article comes to
a close. It is hoped that it will stimulate
the collecting and further study of these in-
teresting provisionals of Guatemala. Con-
sidering the age they have attained, and the
fact that the quantities originally issued were
rather moderate, it is surprising that these
stamps, and especially some of their varie-
ties, are priced so reasonably in the catalogs.
With the remarkable rise in popularity that
all the stamps of Guatemala are enjoying
presently one cannot help but wonder for
how much longer such a favorable price
situation can prevail.
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The 24c Air Mail With Inverted Center

“The Greatest Show Piece in All
Philately’’ Disassembled

By HENRY M. GOODKIND

‘When the first air mail stamp of the Unit-
ed States was studied in this journal (THE
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, Vol. 29, Page
337), some attention was given to the sensa-
tional error of the stamp, the sheet of 100
with the inverted centers. The largest piece
still known to be in existence was a block of
eight with the blue plate number 8493 and
the arrow. This showpiece was illustrated in
the 1950 article as Figure 4 at the top of
page 343.

This block of eight had been the property
of the Estate of Colonel E. H. R. Green and
was auctioned in Part XVII of this col-
lection by Harmer, Rooke & Co. of New
York on November 13, 1944. In the 1950
article, only a small portion of the auction-
eer’s description of this piece was quoted. For
the purpose of record, the entire is now
given:

Lot 166. 1918. 24c carmine rose and
blue. The unique block of 8, positions 85
to 88 and 95 to 98, with bottom arrow and
blue plate No. 8493. The U. L. copy has
been removed and lightly replaced and the
two left stamps are slightly thin. Few un-
important gum creases. Marvelously well
centered, brilliant colors. A spectacular
and gorgeous block, beyond doubt the
greatest show piece in all philately.(*)
The fortunate purchaser of this block will
be the possessor of something which every-
one—collector and non-collector alike—

(*)TItalics are ours.

will envy and admire, as well as some-
thing which no other person can ever dupli-
cate and which will be famous the world
over.

A very conservative catalogue value for
this wonderful block would be $50,000.00,
especially when one remembers that a mere
single copy has brought well over $4000.00
at auction.

This block is illustrated again, now as
Figure 1. It was sold in the 1944 auction
to dealer Y. Souren. Obviously, dealer
Souren did not share the same enthusiasm for
the piece as the auctioneer did, because later
events show that the buyer broke up the
block.

Figure 2 shows the pair as sold by H. R.
Harmer Inc. of New York, when this firm
offered Part Il of the Souren stock at auc-
tion on October 30, 1951. H. R. Harmer
described this as follows:

Lot 636. 24c carmine rose and blue, CEN-
TER INVERTED. THE UNIQUE
BOTTOM ARROW PAIR, Position 95
and 96 in sheet o. g. fresh color and well
centered, somewhat creased and left hand
stamp thinnings near left margin, never-
theless a beautiful show piece of great
value.

The conclusion is obvious—the block of
eight was not kept intact. First of all, in
1944 it was not a block of eight but more
properly one of seven because the upper left
stamp (position 85) had been already sev-
ered. The separation of the pair with the
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Fig. 1. Courtesy of H. R. Harmer, Inc.
arrow reduced the original block to one of centered stamp comparing favorably in ap-
five (positions 86, 87, 88, 97 and 98). This pearance with some of the better known
was broken up further into a block of four copies . . . .

and a single. The evidence for this is found
in Part I of the Souren stock sold by H. R.
Harmer, Inc. on March, 1951. This descrip-
tion read:

This single copy is the upper left copy
from the original block (position 85) which
“had been removed and lightly replaced.”
The study of its centering shows it to be
that copy and not the other single (position
86), whose margins are different from the
stamp illustrated on page 77 of the H. R.
Harmer auction catalog of Part I of the
diagonal gum crease extending from RB Souren sale.

Lot 829. 24 carmine rose & blue, center
inverted o. g., fresh appearance, two small
thin spots at T and TL resp., also a light

and in no way visible on face, a rather well (Continued on Page 103.)

Fig. 2.
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It Relies Mainly Upon Knowledge,
Not Instruments

By THEODORE E. STEINWAY, CHAIRMAN
ExperT CommITTEE, THE PHILATELIC FoUuNDpATINON and Others *

The popular trend towards oversimplifi-
cation, the “capsule method” of acquiring
knowledge, finally has reached the field of
philately. This push-button method is one
of the most noticeable trends in American
culture today. It is a result of the great
speed of our industrial age. We have time
so seldom to do things properly and thor-
oughly. Our reading is digested, our news-
papers are tabloid, our popular magazines
mostly pictures, and our library reduced to a
small shelf of books. Nothing that is thought
unnecessary to the pursuit of Mammon has
escaped condensation. Our institutions of
higher learning concentrate more and more
upon survey courses, while an education by
correspondence courses is popular. The old
standard of a learned man with a broad,
liberal education is being discarded in favor
of a group of highly-trained specialists in
narrow fields, who tend to concentrate upon
one small segment to the exclusion of all
other knowledge.

This trend in philately is manifested in the
appearance of a group who maintain that the
modern scientific instruments can do the en-
tire work of the philatelic expert. It is al-
leged that machines can detect and identify
forgeries, determine whether a stamp was
genuinely used on cover and solve all stamp
problems. In our opinion, this group has
very little notion of the proper use for which
various instruments were designed or what
must be learned to employ them properly.
Surprisingly, some incorrectly call the ultra-
violet light rays of a quartz lamp “a black
light.”

#* Messrs. Henry M. Goodkind and Harrison D. S.
Haverbeck.

There is one basic tenet to be learned early
in all scientific study. This is that precision
instruments and analytical devices are merely
an extension of one’s own senses. The use
of any instrument merely enables the scien-
tist to measure more accurately or to analyze
more carefully, the problems presented. [t
requires years of patient study, observation
and practice to evaluate properly what these
extensions of one’s own senses indicate. This
point is so important that concrete illustra-
tions are necessary for a proper understand-
ing of this basic concept. For instance; an
examination of the purpose of one of the
most widely known tools of the philatelic
expert, the ultra-violet light, will be under-
taken.

The ultra-violet lamp is a device for gen-
erating a beam made up entirely of light
rays, vibrating with characteristic frequen-
cies from the violet end of the spectrum.
Light, which has these high frequencies, af-
fects certain substances in such a manner as
to cause them to glow in a particular way.
This is called fluorescence. Each substance
possessing fluorescence has also a constant
form of this, which enables the object to be
identified by that glow. It is only this prop-
erty of ultra-violet light, which is useful to
the philatelic expert. He knows that if a
particular stamp has a certain fluorescence,
that, within [limits, similar copies should
display the same appearance under this light.
An expert knows that any foreign substance,
such as ink, when applied to the surface of a
stamp will leave minute traces, invisible to
the naked eye, when they have been removed.
He knows that these traces will fluoresce
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differently and may become visible under the
lamp. It is fully understood, however, that
chemical changes caused by atmospheric
agents or frequent contact with human hands
will, at times, modify the original fluores-
cence. For instance, a stamp may have been
affixed to a letter by one who was chewing
tobacco, which would affect the fluorescence.
This is true especially if the stamp had been
used on a letter or if the cancellation has
been cleaned from the face of the stamp. It
is simple to take an unused copy of a stamp,
place it under the ultra-violet light to ob-
serve the effects upon the pigments which
make up its printing inks and the cellulose
fibres which form the paper. It is, however,
fallacious to conclude that because this par-
ticular specimen fluoresces pink that all other
unused copies of this stamp must fluoresce
with that identical color.

It is on this point that one with insufhici-
ent philatelic knowledge or guidance goes
astray. He makes the categorical statement
heard so many times that a stamp is a for-
gery because it does not turn to a certain
color when subjected to ultra-violet light.
But the stamp may be genuine in every re-
spect.  Lacking experience and necessary
knowledge, one cannot interpret properly
what the eyes have perceived. It is this funda-
mental knowledge which differentiates be-
tween the inexpert and the skilled philatelist.

Knowledge and experience can never be re-
placed by a gadget. These are equally es-
sential for use with the other tools which
science has provided for philatelic examina-
tion. Some of them are the photospectrome-
ter, the binocular microscope, the micrometer
and micrometric calipers. Although these
names sound impressive when mentioned to
those unfamiliar with them, it is compara-
tively easy to use these instruments. It is
not easy, however, to interpret the results
correctly. Science has not yet invented, nor
will it ever, a tool which by a flick of the
wrist or the push of a button will disclose
automatically whether a stamp is genuine or
a counterfeit. No light, ultra-violet or infra-
red, will make the word “fake” shine upon a
counterfeit stamp.

The usefulness of modern scientific instru-
ments, however, to the philatelic expert
should not be minimized. They allow the

student to test more accurately certain stan-
dards, which was not possible before their
invention. They offer a safer examination
and more exact view of the subject being
studied. And each instrument has its specific
use. The inexpert uses only one instrument
for the determination of every point to be
studied on a stamp. This can be likened to
a doctor who would prescribe the same medi-
cine for every ailment. In proper expertiza-
tion one instrument is used for color, a sec-
ond for paper, a third for gum, a fourth for
possible repairs and so on.

The knowledge necessary to interpret the
manifestations of a scientific instrument
comes only after years of serious study and
handling of stamps. An expert of such ex-
perience will wish to see that his knowledge
endures. Thus he selects younger men, who
in his judgment show the necessary qualifica-
tions to carry on this work. These younger
men act as apprentices for some years and
those who pass the test in a veteran’s opinion
eventually become experts in their own right.
A true expert does not hoard his knowledge
to himself, as a miser his gold, envious that
he possesses the know-how which no one else
can possess.

The best of experts can be fooled. Then,
too, there is always the chance of error. To
err is human and, as long as man exists,
there will be honest mistakes. But errors
must be occasional and far in the minority
for one to be ranked as an expert. Then too,
snap judgments must be avoided. The infre-
quent occurrence of an erroneous opinion
should not be seized upon as evidence of in-
competence, especially where the integrity
and reputation of an individual concerned is
a matter of record.

The Importance of a Committee

The best way to reduce the margin of error
to its most practical minimum is through the
use of a body of experts rather than one in-
dividual. Thus the full flowering of phila-
telic expertization can be found only in a
committee.

The personnel of an expert committee must
be carefully selected. All branches of phi-
lately must be represented. But, besides the
intimate knowledge that each expert holds
of his particular specialty, he must have also
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a broad, general knowledge of philately. Dis-
interest is another important factor. When
one is summoned to a court for jury service,
the prospective talesman is examined closely
as to whether he knows anyone connected
with the trial to be heard. The remotest
relationship usually bars one as a juror in
that case. And so it is with philatelic ex-
pertization. This disinterest exists to a large
degree among amateur collectors. This in
no way casts any doubt upon the ability and
knowledge of any one connected with the
commercial aspect of philately. Many a stamp
dealer has a broad philatelic knowledge, often
equal and occasionally superior, to most ama-
teur collectors.

The dealer, dependent for his livelihood
upon the purchase and sale of stamps, cer-
tainly has a vested interest in any material
that passes through his hands. The reputa-
ble dealer will stand behind the genuineness
of any stamp which he sells. Often upon
request, a dealer will sign a stamp on the
back, calling it a guarantee. Rather, this is
a warranty that this dealer will refund the
purchase price if the stamp is proven not
genuine. A practical stamp dealer will hesi-
tate to give an opinion upon an item which
he has not handled. It is, indeed, an im-
position to request this because one dealer is
hesitant to pass upon the merchandise sold by
a competitor. In fact, many dealers openly
avoid this. For instance, many of the promi-
nent auction houses in the United States
have included this statement in their terms
of sale:

“Each lot is sold as genuine but when in
the opinion of The Philatelic Foundation or
any competent authority acceptable to us, the
lot is declared otherwise, the purchase price
will be refunded in full.”

In a similar sense, one of the most im-
portant collectors’ books in America, ‘“The
Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue,” has this
statement:

“Scott Publications, Inc. cannot undertake
to pass upon genuineness or condition of
stamps, due to the time and responsibility
involved, but gladly refer collectors to the
Expert Committee of The Philatelic Founda-
tion, 22 East 35th Street, New York 16,
N. Y., for this work.”

A collector purchasing a stamp is dependent
mostly upon the knowledge and honesty of
the dealer who sells it to him. An honest
dealer is a great asset to the hobby. But,
unfortunately, the field is not barred to un-
scrupulous persons who can easily take ad-
vantage of uninformed buyers without much
fear of detection. It is this small element
which undermines the entire structure of phi-
lately. The dependence of the collector is
almost entirely upon the dealer’s trust and
honesty. No honest dealer ever has anything
to fear from an expert committee.

An expert committee of amateurs continu-
ally uses the great knowledge of those dealers
who are acknowledged authorities in their
field. It is not generally known or appreci-
ated how often dealers are consulted. It is
not practical to publicize this work because
much information is given and must be
treated in confidence. But it must be stressed
that no group of experts, solely amateur col-
lectors, can function properly without con-
sultation with the best of the stamp dealers.

Proper and careful expertization by a care-
fully selected group of philatelic students of
fine background, highest integrity and com-
plete disinterest, is philately’s greatest pro-
tection. Different from art where every cre-
ation is individual and unique, philately has
control copies. Every one interested in stamp
collecting needs to support such work, es-
pecially those who had neither the time nor
inclination to be well informed. Expertiza-
tion by a committee such as established by
The Philatelic Foundation, has been in ex-
istence in the United States since 1945. A
wider knowledge and understanding of the
work of this Committee should be dissemi-
nated. Those who have the least comprehen-
sion of the Expert Committee are the ones
who are in the greatest need of its services.

In philately, the best authority for a certain
country or specific stamp may be an indi-
vidual, either a collector or dealer, But no
one person is infallible. The great advantage
of a committee for expertization is that it
brings together at a session many such indi-
viduals for an interchange of knowledge. At
times, the best analysis of a stamp comes
from the most unexpected source. Innumera-
ble instances could be cited. For example;
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an early United States cover had been a mat-
ter of controversy between philatelic au-
thorities for many years. This cover finally
came before the Expert Committee, together
with the dossier of all the conflicting opin-
jons already rendered on this item. Two on
the Committee, primarily students of foreign
stamps, discovered certain markings on this
cover, overlooked entirely by all the United
States authorities who previously had ex-
amined it. These markings supplied the clue
which solved the problem. In another instance,
an old Canadian stamp had never been prop-
erly determined. This also had been a mat-
ter of disagreement among good authorities
in this field. One of the members of the
Expert Committee, known primarily as a
student of 20th century issues, discovered
certain new points about this stamp which
had never been observed before. These
proved to be the key to a unanimous opinion
rendered by the Committee.

These two instances point up the fact that
the true student of philately knows stamps,
not only his own specialty. A thorough
knowledge of printing methods, gum, papers,
separations, postal markings and history
must be possessed by any one who expertizes
stamps. Practically all stamps old or new,
domestic or foreign, have been printed. If
a person has had a wide philatelic experience
and a basic knowledge of printing processes,
he is competent to examine the stamps. Of
course, one person will know more about his
own specialties, having the most intimate
knowledge of his own fields, but this does not
signify the lack of a general philatelic knowl-
edge.

All this should by now lead to the correct
conclusion that there is no “Easy Way” or
“Quick Method” for philatelic expertization.
This error in thinking stems directly from
the previously mentioned trend of our times,
namely, to oversimplify and condense all
learning. A superficial veneer can be gained
in a short time. The disclosure of such
knowledge can be done dramatically and
made very impressive. But sound knowledge
and experience can be gained only after many
years of hard work and study. Philatelic
knowledge is and shall always remain, the
expert’s best tool and will never be sup-
planted by any instrument.

Essential Requirements

Of the greatest value to an expert com-
mittee is the quantity and quality of the ref-
erence material available to it. A person
can pass an opinion upon a stamp by merely
looking at it. Such a method results in the
greatest margin of error. The surest method
of examination is by comparison to control
copies. And the more of such material avail-
able, the easier it is to form a correct opinion.
This cannot be stressed too strongly. In
scientific parlance, a control is a standard of
reference. It establishes the norm from
which divergence or similarity with the speci-
men being studied may be measured. Briefly,
it is not possible to distinguish a genuine
stamp from a forgery, if you do not know
the genuine. Without the genuine stamp
for comparison purposes, the most costly sci-
entific instrument cannot be of the slightest
aid. A rather complete collection of forgeries
of a stamp is helpful, but it is quite possible
that the specimen under consideration could
be a new counterfeit. Lacking a genuine
stamp for control, comparison to the refer-
ence material available will not lead to the
proper conclusion.

The scope of the reference material is im-
portant. Stamps are required not only in
fine, unused condition, but also cancelled and
on covers, because such copies have been sub-
jected to the rigors incident to passing
through the mails.

The Expert Committee of The Philatelic
Foundation has available to it one of the fin-
est reference collections in the world. The
Philatelic Foundation owns the magnificent
Luff Collection, housed presently in 267 vol-
umes. Of untold value in this collection are
all the personal notes and much of the cor-
respondence of the late John N. Luff, one
of the greatest all-around philatelic students
that this country has yet produced. In addi-
tion, many of the Committee’s members own
some of the finest collections in the world.
Consequently, the material available is be-
yond description. When a certain rare stamp
is under consideration, probably more fine
copies of this stamp are before the Expert
Committee than could be assembled anywhere
else at one time.

Many who pass opinions upon stamps com-
pletely ignore two other essentials a phila-
telic expert needs. These are:
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1. An extensive library.
2. Photographs and enlargements plus a
reference collection of same.

The Philatelic Foundation owns the ex-
tensive Luff Library and has, in addition, con-
tinual access to one of the greatest libraries
of philately in the world, that of the Col-
lectors Club. At every session of the Ex-
pert Committee, books and magazines of rec-
ord, are consulted.

As for photography, several of the finest
philatelic photographers are used by the Com-
mittee. Camera work for philatelic pur-
poses must be tailored to its individual needs.
Photographic knowledge alone is not suffi-
cient. It must be combined with philatelic
knowledge. A certain stamp or cover under
examination may require a series of ten or
more photographs taken with various filters
and at different angles. It is a most skilled
work which only a few can do. After each
stamp is examined, all photographs are then

placed in the reference collection of the Ex-
pert Committee forming one of the most
important records in philatelic history.

The confidence and support of every sin- -
cere collector and dealer in the Expert Com-
mittee of the Philatelic Foundation is the in-
surance policy that stamps can be collected
with assurance. The temptation to defraud
collectors will never be removed. Even the
competent and vigilant policing by Federal
Agencies has not prevented counterfeiters
from operating. But the combination of the
philatelic knowledge and experience can
focus its light upon the evils of the hobby
and greatly discourage the purchase of such
spurious material.

The services of the Foundation are avail-
able to all. TIf you wish to support this or-
ganization and its work, we shall be happy to
have you visit us when in New York, or shall
be pleased to furnish additional information
if you will write to us at 22 East 35th Street,
New York 16, N. Y.

U. S. 24c. INVERT
(Continued from Page 98.)

It is most apparent, therefore, as to what
dealer Souren had done with his “Col.
Green” purchase of $27,000.00. He sepa-
rated it into four parts as this:

1. A block of four with the blue plate
No. 8493 (positions 87, 88 and 97, 98.)

2. A pair with the arrow (positions 95
and 96).

3. and 4. Two singles (positions 85 and
86).

Out of the above four parts, two have ap-
peared at auction in 1951. The best piece,
the block of four with the plate number, is
reported as having been sold privately by
dealer Souren so that it should not show up
in any future auction of his stock if this in-
formation is correct. But perhaps the other
single copy (position 86) will be offered in a
future sale, or it may have been sold prior
to dealer Souren’s death.

Since the block of eight sold for $27,000 in
1944, it is interesting to compare this with
the later prices of some of its parts. The
single copy in Part T of the Souren sale in
March, 1951 sold for $1,800.00. The pair

with the arrow in Part II realized $3,300.00,
a total of $5,100.00. The true condition of
the single (position 86) is not known to us.
Assuming it free from flaws and in better
condition than position 85, an estimated auc-
tion price of $3,500 might not be too far-
fetched. This would make a total of $8,600.-
00. Deducting this estimation from the
actual sale price in 1944 of $27,000.00, this
leaves $18,400 as the value of the block of
four to equal the Col. Green auction price.
If, however, position 86 is not a very fine
copy, then our estimate of $3,500 is much too
high, bringing a projected price for the block
of four to over $20,000.00. Without the
actual sale prices of the four parts, all these
calculations are nothing but theory. It is
our speculation, however, that dealer Souren
would have to had sold the best piece, the
block of four, for well over $20,000.00 to
have realized a profit on his original cost of

$27,000.00.

The important point to record is this. Now
when one speaks or writes about philately’s
most valuable pieces judging by their auction
sale prices, one that ranked among the very
top no longer exists. ‘“The greatest show
piece in all philately” has gone with the
wind !
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French Anchor Cancellation on U. S. Stamps

By ROBERT G. STONE

(A Contribution from the France & Colonies Group)

A note by Dr. Thomas H. Meikle, in
“Western Stamp Collector” of June 19,
1951, reprinted in “France & Colonies Phi-
latelist” of May-June 1951, on a United
States 3¢ 1861 stamp with the anchor can-
cellation of a French packet, brings out a
type of “U. S. Used Abroad,” well known
to specialists and not so rare as this note
implies.

The Anchor cancellation is known on vari-
ous values of United States stamps current
between 1866 and 1876, especially on the 3c,
10c, 12¢, 15¢ and 24c¢ of the 1861, 1867, 1869
and 1870 issues. Sometimes it is in addition
to a United States cancellation; sometimes
alone.

Fig. 1. The Meikle copy of U. S. 3c 1861
with French Anchor cancellation.

These arose on four different lines of the
French packets (Compagnie Générale Trans-
atlantique). Two of them touched at United
States ports and the others at St. Thomas
(Virgin  Islands) and Rio de Janeiro
(Brazil).

Fig. 2. The French Seapost Anchor cancellation.

From 1856 to 1876 the French mail pack-
ets carried postal clerks on board, who can-
celled French stamps with the anchor in a
diamond of dots. They also applied circular
dated postmarks on the covers. These post-
marks, or route marks as they would be
called in American postal history terms, in
some cases contained the name of the ship
and the country or port of call. More
often they named the line or route, with a
number also. It is easy to understand in the
case of the lines calling at United States
ports, how a letter with American stamps
might be mailed at the pier or on board, and
cancelled by the IFrench postal clerk with his
anchor or other postmark. This probably
accounts for most of the French anchors seen
on United States stamps.

It seems that the mail clerks on the ships
sorted mail being sent to France, put on the
ship in closed pouches, say from a United
States post office. In so doing, if the clerk
noted a letter which the United States dis-
patching office or mailing office had failed to
cancel, he would hit it with his anchor. Line
M (“Ligne M” on the route mark) from
Havana to New Orleans was opened in 1866
and discontinued in 1869. This same desig-
nation was used later, for a China line; and
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Fig. 3. Postmarks of Line H Ships.

still later, for an African line. Covers with
the postmark of the New Orleans-Havana
service are quite rare in any form; if mailed
on board, extremely rare.

Line H, Le Havre to New York, was
also opened in 1866. For several years it
used postmarks with the names of ships:
Lafayette, Washington, Europe. Covers
with these are extremely rare and bring
“connoisseur prices.” The line carried a lot
of mail, so that the anchor with the regular
“Ligne H Paq. Fr. No. ” postmark is
not rare. However, covers with this com-
bination are not as plentiful as those from
some other lines. Most of the anchors on
United States stamps come from Line H.

That United States stamps could get an
anchor cancellation out of St. Thomas and
out of Rio de Janeiro will sound fantastic,
even to some specialists. However, a num-
ber of such covers are known even though
they are extremely rare. The explanation
is straightforward, when the postal regula-
tions covering the service have been noted.

In 1865 the U. S. & Brazils Steamship
Line, running from New York via St
Thomas, Trinidad, and Bahia, to Rio de Ja-
neiro, was given a United States mail con-
tract. The American Consuls and some
merchants, at St. Thomas and at Rio, sold
United States stamps to prepay letters from
those places home. Some letters from the
United States (with U. S. stamps affixed), ad-
dressed to other West Indian points went via
this line as far as St. Thomas. There they
were transferred to other lines which called
in the Caribbean: in some cases to the French
lines B. D. and E. French stamps were
added to these letters by the forwarders at

Fig. 4. Route Mark of Line H.

St. Thomas. When the packet clerk can-
celled them with the anchor, he would some-
times hit the United States stamps also. If
the American stamps were not already can-
celled, because the letter had been mailed at
the pier in New York or on board the ship,
they likewise got the anchor. These, it is
true, have an accidental character in their
cancelling.

Letters addressed to Uruguay or to the
Argentine via the U. S. & Brazils Line were
put off at Rio, where the line ended. An
arrangement was made to have the French
line J or K pick up these letters and take
them on to Montevideo or Buenos Aires.
For that service French stamps had to be
added. The French rate was advertised in
New York; senders there could buy French
stamps to put on the letters along with the
American ones. The United States stamps
were cancelled at New York and the French
ones at Rio.

However, sometimes the letters were re-
ceived at Rio without the United States
stamps being cancelled. The French packet
clerk obligingly put the anchor on these
stamps. The cases seen were either those
in which the letter was probably mailed at
the pier in New York, or the post office
just overlooked it. Also, several covers are
known, sent to Buenos Aires from St.
Thomas (and even from Havana!) with
United States stamps. The U. S. & Brazils
ship did not cancel these stamps, because it
had no mail clerk, nor authority under its
contract to service letters on board. These
too were hit with the anchor by the French
packet clerk out of Rio.

‘The Knapp collection included some covers
of these various services.
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Meeting of December 5, 1951.
Display of British Empire by Members.

The program of this evening was devoted
to a showing of selected pages of stamps of
the British Empire.

The first speaker was Mr. Stephen G.
Rich. His display was composed of pre-can-
celled stamps of the United Kingdom. He
mentioned that all of these, especially the
early ones, are quite scarce. Pre-cancelling
in Great Britain is used not only for postage,
but also for revenue purposes. The pages
shown contained several rare examples of
this usage.

The second speaker was Mr. Paul P.
Lindenberg. His topic was the development
of the use of the standard designs for Brit-
ish Colonial stamps by means of the use of
key and duty plates. He pointed out that
this idea was developed by the firm of De La
Rue and Co. His lecture traced the develop-
ment of the idea of one single design to be
used for the many colonies and varying de-
nominations. His collection contains much
new and original research especially in re-
gard to plate numbers and the development
of the standardized designs.

In the final talk of the program, the
Curator of the Club Collections, Mr. H. D.
S. Haverbeck, was asked to display a portion
of the Charles Lathrop Pack collection of the
Canada “Large Cents.” This collection is
the property of the Club. It is an outstand-
ing study of a scarce issue. It contains many
rare stamps and multiple pieces. The study
of the paper-maker’s watermarks is especially
fine and is the authoritative work on this
subject.

The Meeting of December 19, 1951
Prize Winners from Capex.

The meeting was devoted to a brief dis-
play and talk by members of the Club who
took awards at the Canadian International
Philatelic Exhibition in Toronto. Among the
members showing were: /#. 8. Boggs, Af-
ghanistan; W.S. Boggs-H. D. 8. Haverbeck,

Jammu and Kashmir; Henry M. Goodkind,
United States, 24-cent bi-color airmail ; Maur-
ice Tripet, air mails of Switzerland; Jacob
S. Glaser, Colombia; and Stephen G. Rich,
Uruguay.

As these are all outstanding collections of
their kind in the United States, it is felt
that little can be added in the way of com-
ment or exposition to the Exhibition Cata-
logue. Certainly, the members present at
Capex are fully informed of the merits of
these fine examples of outstanding phila-
telic endeavour.

We ask the members pardon, therefore,
for singling out one of these exhibitors for
some detailed comment. The splendid study
of the United States 24 cent airmail stamp
of 1918 belonging to Mr. Goodkind had not
previously been displayed in the meeting
rooms of the Club. It is the basis for the
monograph which appeared in THE COLLECT-
ORS CLUB PHILATELIST 50/6-337 and 51/4-
206. This collection is a splendid example
of philatelic research as applied to a twenti-
eth century stamp. Mr. Goodkind has
proven that the method of philatelic re-
search can be applied to twentieth century
stamps and that, much more importantly,
twentieth century stamps repay the research.
He has established the make-up of the print-
ing plate as being a single pane of 100
stamps (10 x 10). He has also established
that many of the theories as to the occur-
rence of the inverted airplane are erroneous.
His research has proved how this error oc-
curred and why there was no more than one
sheet printed. He has also showed that the
beliefs long held as to the make up of the
printing plate being in multiples of 100 sub-
ject panes are in error. Mr. Goodkind is
to be complimented for this fine work. It
raises twentieth century philately to the
high level long held by the studies of the
classical stamps.

The Meeting of January 2, 1952.
Members Competition.

This evening was “Club Competition”—
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members to show twenty pages from their
collections. The judges were H. D. S.
Haverbeck, Max Bass and Malcolm O’Reilly.

The first competitor was Mr. Oscar R.
Lichtenstein. He exhibited some of his air
M ail rarities of the world. These included
the United States 24 cent invert, the 6 cent
on 1 cent embossed envelope of the U. S,
the “missing quetzal” of Guatemala and the
De Pinedo stamp of Newfoundland.

Mrs. Rae Ehrenberg was the second ex-
hibitor.  She displayed her collection of
United States issues showing the derivation
of vignettes from vignettes on bank notes.
Her presentation showed the bank note on
the same page as the stamp which pictured
the same vignette that appeared on the note.

Myr. Stephen G. Rich displayed some pages
from his collection of South African Airmail
stamps. This showed several pages of rare
first flights and a study of the stamps them-
selves.

Jacob §. Glaser showed some pages of
early Colombia, including pre-stamp postal
and rate markings. There were several very
interesting and rare marks as well as some
fine early adhesive covers.

The last competitor was Mr. John J. Britt.
He displayed essays and proofs of French
Colonies in Africa. They were arranged to
show the progress of the design from the
artist’'s model to the completed stamp.

The Judges presented certificates of Award
to the best collections. The first award going
to Mr. Lichtenstein, second to Mr. Rich,
third to John J. Britt. A certificate of Hon-
orable Mention was given to Mr. Glaser.

At the meetings of the Board of Governors
held December 26th, 1951 and January 23rd,
1952, the following new members were
elected:

NO.

2964 Miss Ruth Bell, New York, N. Y. Col-
lects United States.

2965 James A. Goldsmith, Jr., Westport,
Conn. Collects United States.

2966 Morris Fortgang, New York, N. Y.
Collects Early United States.

2967 Hermann Schloss, Flushing, N. Y. Col-
lects Old German States and Colonies.

2968 Walter H. Van Zuilen, Brooklyn,
N. Y. Collects United States, France.

2969 Edward Paul Hunzinger, Chicago, Il
Collects France, Great Britain, Ger-
many.

2970 Herbert A. Feist, Glenside, Pa. Col-
lects Airmail Stamps of World in Un-
used Condition, United States Pioneer
Covers, Zeppelins and Trans-Oceanic
Covers.

2971 Willis F. Cheney, Mahwah, N. J. Col-
lects United States, United States Pos-
sessions and British North America.

2972 Seymour Elterman, Belmar, N. ]J.
Collects United States Singles, Plate
Blocks, First Day Covers.

2973 L. E. Reager, Santa Monica, Calif.
Collects United States.

2974 Frank E. Patterson, Arlington, Va.
Collects Afghanistan, World Airmails.

2975 P. D. Willis, Pasadena, Texas. Col-
lects Australia, Austria, France, Neth-
erlands, Scandinavia, Switzerland.

2976 Eugene Mitchell Kasper, St. Paul,
Minn. Collects South and Central
America, and West Indies.

The Library Committee reports the acqui-
sition of the following:

“The Commonwealth Catalogue of King
George VI Postage Stamps” The Com-
monwealth Stamp Co. 1952 Edition.

“Dr. Ey Handbuch, German Colonies and
Offices Abroad” by Dr. Eduard Ey.

“Stanley Gibbons Simplified Catalogue 1952.”

“Der Brief als Kulturgeschichtliches Studien-
Sammelobjekt” by A. F. Kumpf-Mikuli
1949.

“Stamp Collectors Annual,” edited by Tom
Morgan. Harris Publications.

“Sixteenth American Philatelic Congress,”
edited by Jere. Hess Barr.

“The Standard Catalogue of the Postage
Stamps of the World” 1952 Edition:
Part 1. British Empire and Burma,
Egypt, Iraq, Ireland, Nepal and Pales-
tine.—Whitfield King & Co.

“The Amateur Collector’s Stamp Catalogue
of Switzerland 1952” Edited by Edward
H. Spiro.

“Lionism Told With Postage Stamps” by
Frank A. Scofield, 1950.

(Continued on Page 112.)
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Distinguishing  Characteristics of Classic
Stamps: Europe 19th Century (Except Old
German States). By Hermann Schloss. New
York, N. Y., H. L. Lindquist Publications,
1951. 200 pp. $5.00.

Mr. Schloss’s method, and his ability to
handle this material, have been amply dem-
onstrated by his earlier volume on the OIld
German States’ stamps. Here he has applied
the similar procedure to the rest of Europe’s
earlier issues, choosing the stamps of which
forgeries are likely to be encountered.

The enlarged diagrams of crucial points,
showing the stigmata of the genuine items,
are a notable contribution again, as in the
previous volume. The only possible cavil
might be that in some cases, notably those of
Italy, the characteristics are exaggerated to
the extent that they will be sought in vain
on any but the most clearly-printed copies.
Comparison of the diagram of the Italy due
stamp on page 58 with copies on pieces and
covers which this reviewer owns, shows that
this discrepancy occurs conspicuously in this
case.

The practical difficulty in using this book
will occur, as with its precursor, in deciding
how many of the stigmata of the genuine
item must be present for a stamp to qualify
as real. Suppose we get a Romagna stamp,
which shows 12 of the 14 characteristics but
not the other two: what shall we say of it,
in the light of this book? Lack of guidance
as to this point, and indication of which are
the “key stigmata,” the crucial one or two
points, is the big fault in such books as this.
It deceives many into thinking that they can
do their own expertising. That simply is not
so.

We particularly like the very full report on
reprints and their characteristic features, for
each stamp or issue of which they exist. By
this feature alone, the book partially atones
for basic shortcomings. The fact that many
“reprints” are really forgeries is not glossed
over, but clearly indicated, as under Roman
States.

Under France, we could wish for an un-
scrambling of the treatment of the 1870 Bor-

deaux issue, and in particular some inclusion
of the stigmata for instant recognition of a
Bordeaux stamp. ‘The excellent pictures
used by Poole in “Mekeel’'s Weekly,” of
March 23, 1925 and reprinted in “France &
Colonies  Philatelist,” March-April 1946,
would have been of much help. The short
paragraph referring users to the Bordeaux
Issue handbook of Serrane et al. is really no
more than dodging the whole matter of this
intriguing issue.

Again, under France, the early dues are
well treated, except that the old terminology,
which even so recent a writer as Saint-Brice
used, of calling accents “nearly horizontal”
when they are 35 degrees above horizontal
and “nearly vertical” when they are only 20
degrees higher, is continued, uncritically—
and this despite an excellent comment on a
better way to handle these accents, published
in “France & Colonies Philatelist” of July-
August 1950.

Under Heligoland, the entireiy new and
complete systematization, for which Mr. Ben
Reeves is given full, proper credit in the
book, is one of the conspicuous useful, sig-
nificant features of this work.

Under Poland, the comment need only be
made that the present reviewer has yet to
see a forgery (or even a genuine) on laid
paper. Also, save for a paper-maker’s name
near margin of some sheets, Poland No. 1 is
unwatermarked, so that the comment about
“fakes are unwatermarked” might be confus-
ing. Nor is any part of Poland No. 1 em-
bossed.

The Introduction, aside from its condensed
repetition of the elementary facts of stamp
production, offers a number of very useful
pieces of information, familiar to collectors of
experience but woefully unknown to the very
ones who are most victimized by purchases of
repaired, altered or false items.

Considering that Mr. Schloss has been
using our language less than six years, the
small proportion of foreign-language words,
unusual prepositions according to usage in
other tongues, etc. is remarkable. Save for
minor points and the Poland mistake men-
tioned earlier, we find no actual misstate-
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ments other than the one on page XVIII,
where he says the design of engraved stamps
is “etched” on steel or copper. Omission of
mention of Dickinson Safety Paper, which
was used for the early Swiss stamps with silk
thread across them, might be construed as
a flaw by a hostile critic.

The book has many commendable parts.
But none of them can overcome the miscon-
ception that reading and using this volume
will make one an expert on 19th Century
European classic stamps. This can never be
done by such oversimplification as Mr.
Schloss suggests, but only through years of
study and experience with the stamps.

8. G R.

Atlas de los Colores. By C. and J. Villalo-
bos, published in Buenos Aires by El Ateneo,
1947, with text in Spanish and English.

This book contains a comprehensive system
of designating 7,279 colors, and is primarily
for industrial and artistic use. It is based
upon 38 plates, 12” wide x 8” high, covering
the spectrum. Twelve of these plates are
major colors, twelve are secondary colors
(intermediate shades) and fourteen are ter-
tiary colors (subintermediate shades).

Each plate is further divided into 13 rows;
the first row of each contains only black
(designated o), 19 shades of gray varying
from the lightest to the darkest, and finally
white (designated 20). The second row con-
tains the grays with just a little of the basic
plate color added; the third row has just a
little more, and so on until the twelfth row
which has almost the pure plate color, with
just a touch of the grays, and the thirteenth
row is to give the pure colors without the
graying influence at all. The second row on
all plates is designated as 1°, the third 2°,
and so forth until the pure color row is 12°.

The system is set up so that an exact shade
can be designated as SO-13-10° (known to
naturalists as “apricot orange”) or UUC-4-
10° (ordinarily called “Prussian blue”).

In the first example given in the preceding
paragraph, the “SO” shows a secondary color
plate midway between Scarlet and Orange,
the 13 shows the lightness of the gray which
is mixed with it, and the 10° indicates the
eleventh row, showing it to be much closer to
the pure plate color than to the grays. In

the second example “UUC” shows a tertiary
color plate, between Cobalt and Ultramarine,
but closer to the Ultramarine than to the
Cobalt.

In addition to the plates, there are listed
in the back of the book three tables, which
convert standard colors as used by natural-
ists, to the system given above. No mention
is made of philately in the book, so, of
course, philatelic colors will hardly agree
with the naturalists ideas. It would indeed
be delightful from a philatelic viewpoint if
such a scientifically arranged system could
be applied to the colors and shades of the
ink used on stamps. There might be made
up a list of philatelic colors for the benefit of
catalog makers, somewhat similar to the nat-
uralists’ list. It would undoubtedly surprise
them to see how many different shades they
lump under “green,” for example. Such a
list of philatelic colors would of necessity
add many more descriptive words to catalog
color listings.

In this connection, the color system of the
book is a bit impractical. It is hard to see
how anyone can possibly imagine what color
is designated by a seeming jumble of letters,
dashes, numbers, and degree signs, unless the
charts are consulted directly. No catalog is,
or can be, comprehensive enough to print
such a series of charts, even in very con-
densed form.

The book is still not without certain defi-
nite value to philatelists. All students of
19th Century United States Stamps know
that the 1861 3¢ “pink” has to be seen to be
known. It is quite an indescribable shade.
However, by the use of this color atlas, we
could set up a fair standard for the “pink”
as meant by the catalog, regardless of the
designation given by the authors, (which
might be some such “nomenclature” as VVU-
14-9°). The same sort of standard could be
set up for other controversial colors, such
as “steel blue” or “orange brown,” and cer-
tain “lake” shades.

The book and charts may not be of much
more use than the above, even to the ‘“shade
specialist.” Some of the really brilliant mod-
ern colors may not be covered, also the di-
viding line between many of the shades is
so small as to be practically non-existent,
much too fine a differentiation for practical
philatelic use.
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Despite these faults, it is felt that many
collectors, dealers, and specialists may be in-
terested in knowing that there is a new fairly
good guide to color available to them in the
Club Library.

E. G. Corin

The Commonwealth Catalogue of King
George VI Postage Stamps—1952. Pub-
lished by The Commonwealth Stamp Co., 7,
Leather Lane, Liverpool 2, England. 248
pages, illustrated, cloth binding, price 7/6.

The second issue of this “new,” compact
catalogue again makes its appearance. It is
an excellent accomplishment in this popular
field of stamp collecting.

To the many collectors of King George
VI stamps it will be most welcome. And as
a guide to steer them through the maze of
the numerous war-time printings and per-
forations, it is unsurpassed. It is in this
phase that the best work has been done. The
numerous printing, perforation, and water-
mark varieties have, wherever possible, been
dated as to the time of issue.

The illustrations of the printing varieties
are generally very clear, making identifica-
tion or the search for that elusive variety a
much easier task.

The type used is large and easily readable.
The paper is a good coated paper which will
stand much handling, besides being right for
the reproduction of the illustrations.

The prices shown seem to reflect true
market values as against “list price” subject
to a discount, as is usually the case with
those in the general catalogues. It is nat-
ural that there should be some differences
of opinion as regards prices. This reviewer
would like to point out the first George VI
issue of British Somaliland, which seems un-
derpriced for copies genuinely used.

A specially competent job has been done
with the stamps of Bermuda as regards
identifying and dating the many color and
perforation differences. These listings have
brought order out of confusion in the issues
of this popular colony.

Much revision has been done in the Do-
minion listings. Especially in South Africa,
these complicated issues have been clearly set
down and evaluated.

This “newcomer” to the catalogue field is

recommended to all serious collectors of the
King George VI issues. It should prove very
useful in the field upon which it concen-
trates its attention.

A. H. Higgins

Dr. Ey Handbuch, “Die Briefmarken der
deutschen Postanstalten im Auslande und der
deutschen Schutzgebiete sowie ithre Entwer-
tungen mit einem Anhage ueber die Post der
Auslandkreuzer 1914-18.” Published by the
“Arbeitsgemeinshaft der Sammler Deutscher
Kolonial Postwertzeichen” Ruprecht Glase-
wald, Hamburg 33, Hellbrook Strasse 14.
128pp. Limited Edition.

This volume presents in compact form a
new handbook indispensable to the collector
of German Colonies and Offices Abroad,
whether beginner or advanced specialist.
Next to the Kircheldork Handbook, the first
comprehensive publication in this field after
the war, it will take its place as a worthy
successor to the well known and almost un-
obtainable Friedemann Handbook. Dr. Ey
and his 100 members of the ‘“Arbeitsge-
meinschaft” have created a guide for the col-
lector, although not as elaborate and de-
tailed as Friedemann, nevertheless, a monu-
mental work for such a small group laboring
under great difficulties of obtaining paper and
financing.

Much new data and facts have been add-
ed, brought to light since Friedemann pub-
lished his last “Berichte” in 1930. An inno-
vation is the listing of all Forerunners, Regu-
lar Issues, and Cancellations, by giving their
valuations with a point system, a method
stabilizing their respective values indepen-
dent from the currency involved at the pub-
lication date. The numbers correspond in
general to those in the “Michel” Catalogue.

According to notices received from abroad,
the issue was limited, and is obtainable by
pre-publication subscription only. As Friede-
mann did years ago, the “Arbeitsgemein-
schaft” will issue their bulletins, also called
“Berichte,” from time to time, of which four
have already appeared, to supplement this
Handbook.

We recommend this new book to every
collector of Germany, German Colonies, and

Offices Abroad.

George Camnitzer
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“The Stamps of the Russian Refugee’s
Post” by W. E. C. Kethro and P. T. Ash-
ford. Published by the British Society of
Russian Philately.

This splendid work is still further evidence
of the active interest in Russian philately dis-
played by this outstanding British group. The
book brings together under one cover nearly
all of the available information regarding
this interesting phase of Russian postal his-
tory. The method and arrangement of the
book are very well conceived. We only hope
that soon there will be sufficient funds avail-
able to the group to permit them to discard
the mimeograph machine. That is the main
drawback to the works published by them.

It is only fair to point out that there are
some minor errors of omission and commis-
sion. “Selimie (Haidah Pasha)” should read
“Selimie (Haidar Pasha)” and “Halki” is
correctly “Khalki.” It should also be pointed
out that the surcharge was applied by lithog-
raphy and not by typography. This error
does not, however, invalidate the philatelic
research reported in the book, if the process
is borne in mind. In fact some of the un-
answered questions will be quickly clarified.
It is evident that the forged and bogus can-
cellations have also been omitted from this
work, whether by design or by accident is
hard to determine. We should also like to
point out that the 5 Ruble Romanoff stamp
is known used and cancelled with genuine
postmarks.

If the above corrections are noted in the
margins of the book it becomes extremely
useful. We do not think that the errors
mentioned in any way detract from the ef-
fectiveness of the book. It seems to us that
it is a necessity on the shelf of any student
of Russian Philately.

H.D.S. H,

Literatur-Nachrichten der Bundesstelle Phi-
lat. Literatur des Bundes Deutscher Phila-
telisten, e. V. und der Stadtbibliothek Miinch-
en. Miinchen 27, Possartstr. 15 (Bayern).
(German).

The Federation of German Philatelic So-
cieties, together with the philatelic depart-
ment of the Municipal Library at Munich,
started at the beginning of this year to edit

a mimeographed periodical, bringing an-
nouncements and offers of recent and older
philatelic and historical literature, partly
with critical remarks thereon. Thus it en-
ables the philatelist acquainted with the Ger-
man language to obtain regularly a thorough
picture of what is written all over the world
about stamps. In particular the specialist
will discover here a welcome source for im-
portant material. The publication also shows
the importance of linguistic abilities as a
basis for philatelic research.

P. P. Lindenberyg.

“Master Global Album,” published by Mink-
us Publications, 134 West 32nd Street, New
York 1, N. Y. One Volume complete $15.00.

Those who still enjoy general collecting,
as does this reviewer, should have their at-
tention called to a new album with spaces for
55,951 stamps in one loose-leaf book. The
general collector has had to contend with
many problems, one of which is the mounting
of stamps. Mr. Minkus, as a practical deal-
er who comes in contact daily with collect-
ors’ problems, has undertaken to solve this
one.

Whether this new album succeeds will de-
pend upon the user’s satisfaction. This will
come only after a lengthy trial with the new
book.  Should inexpensive and common
stamps not have spaces, if supplements are
not regularly issued, the general collector
will be back where he now is.

Our first impression was most favorable,
but “the proof of the pudding is in the eat-
ing.”. Mr. Minkus is about as progressive
a dealer as we have in America today, bring-
ing out new merchandise for the collector all
the time. He regards this new album as
about his best. If it is so, philately will be
blessed with an essential tool deserving great
popularity.

H. M. G.

The Encyclopaedia of British Empire Post-
age Stamps, Vol. I1I1I. The Empire in
Asia. Published by Robson Lowe, Ltd.,
so Pall Mall, London, S. W. 1, Eng-
land.

This third volume of the great Encyclo-
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paedia of British Empire Postage Stamps
deals with the Empire and British Common-
wealth in Asia. It is in standard format with
the first two volumes, and continues the ex-
cellent work shown in the earlier volumes.

As in all works of this type, there is much
to praise but a few matters to criticize. The
coverage is excellent. There is more phila-
telic knowledge and postal history contained
in each section and subdivision than there is
in most of the handbooks written about the
stamps of any individual colony. From the
specialists point of view, this book would
supercede any catalogue as a guide and ref-
erence work in the formation of a collection,
not only from the point of view of what ex-
ists but also from the good appraisal of
market prices and conditions.

The criticisms are mostly those which occur
in a compilation. There is occasional faulty
proofreading. The editorial work has
slipped in spots. In others, the treatment
may be a bit too brief and certain things
omitted. These views will vary with the
different scholars who use the book. As this
review is only one man’s viewpoint, the
criticisms contained here might not neces-
sarily be those noted by another. This re-
viewer finds particular fault with the treat-
ment given the Native Feudatory States of

India. The editor of the Encyclopaedia evi-
dently believes that there is little interest in
these stamps. Perhaps he is correct but we
rather doubt it. The notes given under the
various headings are not sufficient to permit
intelligent use of the Gibbons listings. We
feel that more space should have been al-
lotted to these interesting stamps.

On the credit side is the excellent treat-
ment given India proper and the Indian Of-
fices abroad. This is very comprehensive.
The inclusion of Renouf’s treatise on the
Indian cancellations also is to be noted as
being in very excellent editorial content;
also that the treatment of the Malay States
is very comprehensive. The inclusion of the
Brunei local stamps is a step forward. It
shows that some of the early students were
not as keen as they should have been. These
stamps had long been believed to be bogus,
because the early collectors were not aware
of the information available to them.

Our criticisms are intended more for the
future guidance of the editors in preparing
revised editions rather than as carping, be-
cause the entire production is excellent, far
better than the average philatelic work. Tt
has set a high standard that will be difficult
to equal.

H.D,. S H.

SECRETARY’S PAGE
(Continued from Page 107.)

“Philatelic Societies’ Year Book,” 1951-52.
Published by British Philatelic Associ-

ation.

“Stanley Gibbons Priced Catalogue of King
George VI Postage Stamps, 1952.”

“Scott’s United States Stamp Catalogue
Specialized” 1952 Edition.

“Scott’s Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue.”
1952.

“Catalogo Especial Galvez de Ex-Colonias
Espaiolas.” 1951.

“How to Arrange and Write up a Stamp
Collection. By Stanley Phillips and
C. P. Rang. (Third Edition 1952).

“A Stamp Collector’s Encyclopaedia.” Com-
piled by R. J. Sutton 1951.

“The Booklet Issues of the United States
1900-1923,” by Simpson Yeomans. (Dup-
licate) Gift of Henry Jonas.

“The Postage Stamps of Nepal” by E. A.
Smythies, L. E. Dawson, H. D. S.
Haverbeck. 1951.

“The Stamp Collector’s Annual.”
by Tom Morgan.

“Annual Report of the Smithsonian.” 1950.

“Cross—Reference Index of the Catalogue
Numbers of Stamps of China in the
Principal, General and Specialized Cata-
logues.” Compiled by Simon Jacobson.
1951.

“The Nineteenth Century Postage Stamps of
the United States.” Volumes I and II,
by Lester G. Brookman (a duplicate set)
Gift of Homer Hilton.

“Geschichte Und Katalog der Deutschen
Eisenbahnmarken,” by H. Duesterbehn,
1918 (Gift of Mr. Boggs).

Edited
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SANABRIA
Jhe din Post (atalogue

most valuable acquisition

Handy, flexible volume containing everything you want to know

about . . .

AIR MAIL STAMPS
$4.75

post free

including supplements to May 1951

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., INC.
521 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y.
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UNITED STAMP CO.
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We also offer yo! O‘Kd:ances up to 5% i

Sa‘e of youl' .stadeS.
h is requll'e . o
cas e Ate Now Offering .
. hase ©
¢ items for immediate s

many select & inquiries iINVICE: | 1o obtain
of auction. ¢ offices will ena ¢ collection.
A s t;sotuhat are missing " you
the stam

“THE HOUSE OF QUALITY"”

405 E. 54th ST., NEW YORK 22, N. Y.
PLaza 8-2216

Dress up your collection in

THE BRUCGE POST SPECIAL

another fine SCOTT Blank Album

Your collection will look twice as good in
this handsome blank album by Scott. The
two-post binder comes in red, green or
black, with real morocco back and corners.
Stamped with neat gold trim. Matching
linen covers the slipcase. 50 linen-hinged
pages, 812 x 10V4"”. Paper is special Crane
linen of 100% rag content, with transpar-
ent interleaving.

L A lifetime investment ...................... $17.50
S : Extra pages ........ccccoeeennie. 25 for $3.75

Order today from your dealer.

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS. Inec.

Leading Stamp Album Publishers Since 1875
1 West 47th Street New York 36. N. Y.
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FACTS ABOUT SELLING YOUR STAMPS

@® Public Auction is the modern way to sell most collections.

® We have been conducting sales for over 20 years and our effi-
cient, up to date, PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the maxi-
mum in results.

® We can offer early dates and attractive terms. Liberal ad-
vances pending sale. Expert supervision of all material by
experienced philatelists.

® OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila-
telic Properties privately, where this method is preferred. Our
advice, backed by over 20 years of ethical dealing is at your
service.

@® We are also prepared to purchase for cash Collections, Ac-
cumulations, Rarities, etc.

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY GIVEN

IRWIN HEIMAN, Inc. {ewYork 19 & v.

A& Telephone: LUxemburg 2-2393

ll. 5. PRICE LIST

OUR 68 PAGE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST

Free On Request
INCLUDES:

Confederate Issues

U. S. Possessions

Canada

Newfoundland

Separate Listing of U. S. Plate
Number Blocks

Your Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers
Will Be Appreciated.

JOHN A. FOX

116 NAsSsSAU STREET, N. Y. C., 7, NEW YORK
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19th,

Larly 20th
Century

OUR STOCK is arranged in such a
way that we are able to send easily,
SELECTIONS of ONE STAMP, ONE
ISSSUE, or ONE COUNTRY for
inspection.

According to QUALITY our
prices are the LOWEST on the
market. Moreover, our name on

the reverse side of our stamps is the
BEST GUARANTEE you may expect.

ALEX S. JULIARD

“Stamps of Quality”
NARBERTH, PA.

The forgotten country-—seldom offered:

1939
#13-17, cpl. set on cover $14.50

same in pairs on cover ........ 30.00
#17 *full sheet of 12, but
TR copy omitted ........ 35.00

VNepal
1887

3 differ. post cards unused $ 1.00
1941
#44b 2p error, full sheet of

40 (cat. value 30.00) 7.50
1899-1946
20 different Nepal (used) 1.50

We carry a fine stock of both countries.
Satisfaction guaranteed.

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO.
116 NASSAU ST., NEW YORK 38, N. Y.

) S. L. BAYER, Prop. Est. 1912
We issue irregularly ‘‘Special Offers”’ which
are sent free on request. J ﬁk
.. L .
7 N s N

ESSAYS and PROOFS

Are regularly offered

in my
Auction Sales

Request Free Catalogues

EUGENE N. COSTALES

99 Nassau Street.,
New York 7, N. Y.

SPECIAL NEEDS

OMETIME every collector
S some special service. He wants to

sell his collection for the best pos-
sible price; he wants to buy a great
rarity or an unusual group of stamps,
not to be found in dealers’ regular
stocks; he wants reliable information
about his philatelic affairs. Just such
service is the sole function of J. C.
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company
has nothing to sell; it acts, on commis-
sion, for collectors who wish to add to
their collections or dispose of them in
whole or in part. Collections for dis-
posal are examined without cost (except
postage) to the owner and commissions
are charged only on completed trans-
actions. If you want to buy or sell . . .

Always Ask Morgenthau

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC.

(Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Cain Co. Inc.)

172 Fulton St., New York 17, N. Y.
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EDWIN MUELLER'S |
Shocialied Falels
of dustria

New bilingual (German-English) edition
will be published in the near future.
On about 150 pages, the catalog lists all stamps
of Austria (incl. Lombardy-Venetia), Offices in
Liechtenstein and in the Levant, etc. 1850 to
1918, with their varieties, mint, uncancelled, can«
celled, on piece and on cover, as well as multi-
ples, frankings, cancellations, reprints, etc. Illus~
trations of the type characteristics and explana-
tions of specific philatelic terms also are included.

PRICE $5.00

Plus 15¢ Postage

(add 25¢ registration fee for delivery outside
the United States)

ORDER FROM THE SOLE DISTRIBUTOR
FOR THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY

522 Fifth Ave. (at 44th St.)
NEW YORK 36, N. Y.

Telephones: MU2-7106 and 2-6976

s

= 3
Aways Wanted

for CASH or for

AUCTION SALE

Collections, Dealers’ Stock
Lots, Rarities, Airmails,

Your stamps can be turned into cash by
means of our most thorough wholesale and
auction activities. Your material is brought
to the attention of an active and buy-minded
clientele BUILT UP OVER A PERIOD OF
MORE THAN 25 YEARS in business em-
bracing customers throughout the world.

Please write and tell us
what you have to sell.

Auction Catalogue Free on Request

S. SEREBRAKIAN

220 West 87th St.,
NEW YORK 24, N. Y.

Cable address: MERCSTAMP NEWYORK L Telephone: TR 3-3757 )
3 W 7
Complete 128 - Page 6’;‘ e st
U. S. CATALOG
CNgscenE . é
UNITED STATES Monthly Auctlons
AND ST NAT ANERICA
®
NEXT SALE—APRIL 10, 11
MAY 8, 9
o
Pictures More than 1000 Stamps! Ilustrated Catalogue Free
Lists and prices all major varieties of United
States, U. S. Possessions and British North On Request
Amerca. Most dependable market guide in
print. Invaluable for collectors. Sent for
only 25c to cover handling and postage. \|
WrYte today! d a4 € Jo No SISS“R S
H. E. HARRIS & CO. 59 Wellington W.
Transit Bidg., Boston 17, Mass. L Toronto 1, Canada
\ J 7
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, NO. 2 X



AUCTION BUYING

OR SELLING

CORRESPONDENCE
INVITED

505 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17

T
DOUGELAS ROTH

ROUMANIA—I1862. 3 par. on laid
psed' - et $450
ST. CHRISTOPHER—I1885. 14d on
half 1d. surcharge inv. #17b ...... $40

SAN MARINO—1894. 1L used #22.. $10
RUSSIAN LEVANT—I1863, #la, mint

sheet of 4 ...ocoveviniiiiiiiiiiiiieennn, $360
NEVIS—1861. 1/- on blued, mint

G O SO $100
N. S. WALES—1855. 5d. imperf, used

06 Ve e g | $135
QUEENSLAND—1876. 2d. Imperf

used FA46b ..o, $45

Fairways, Mona Crescent,
Newlands,

Cape Province, South Africa

J

POSTAGE
STAMP
AUCTIONS

;'"e held weekly in our
London Salesrooms
and monthly in Bournemouth

HIGH GRADE MA-
TERIAL IS OFFERED
THROUGH THE MEDIUM

OF OUR GENERAL AND
SPECIALIZED STAMP
SALES, WHICH CATER
FOR THE CENERAL COL-
LECTOR, SPECIALIST AND
STUDENT. SEND FOR DE-
TAILS OF OUR CURRENT
SALE CATALOGUES AND OUR
1950-51 “REVIEW” WHICH

WILL GIVE YOU DETAILS OF
OUR INTERNATIONAL OR-
GANIZATION.

ROBSON LOWE Litd.

Head Office:
50 PALL MALL
LONDON, S. W. 1.

Cables: “‘Stamps, London”

Mr. Carl Pelander of 545 Fifth Avenue, New
York 17, New York is our American Agent and
holds frequent auctions as well as taking orders
for all the publications of the London Office
(please send for further details of our publica-
tions).

J
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NOW ON SALE

TWO NEW HANDBOOKS |

Cumulative
INDEX

Vois. 1 Thru 30 (1922-1951)
‘ of the
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST
PRICE: $1.00

The Postage Stamps of
NEPAL

46 Pages . . . 60 lllustrations
PRICE: $1.50

Limited Editions. Order now before they are sold out.

The Collectors Club
22 East 35 Street

New York 16, N. Y.
____*_J\

e ]




WE
CAN
HELP
YOU

SELLING =

H. R. Harmer, Inc.

thousands of collectors
and the most accurate
and finely produced cata-
logues in the World.

All of this, at normal
commission rates, adds
up to a Service second to
none. Write now for
our booklet, *“Modern
Methods of Philatelic
Auctioneering,” that de-
tails our many facilities,
such as free transit in-
surance, free appraisals
to vendors, etc.

Every mail brings letters of sat-
isfaction from vendors and Es-
tates who have sold through

Behind every auction are ex-
perts who not only know
stamps but know their worth,
an international mailing list of

H. R. HARMER. Imnec.

Predominant in Philatelic Auctioneering throughout the World

32 East 57th Street, New York 22, N. Y. PLaza 3-6481

BUYING -

May we draw your attention to the continuing list of
outstanding properties that are being offered through
the internationally famous H. R. Harmer auctions.

On April 7, 8, 9, an important general sale including
the specialized collection of British Commonwealth
formed by Mr. Cuthbert C. Adams of Winnetka,
Ilinois.

The April 21, 22, 23 auction comprises United States
and GCeneral Foreign with an excellent group of col-
lections and wholesale lots offered en bloc.

On May 5, 6 we will offer the prize-winning col-
lections of Confederate States and China formed by
Mr. E. D. Finney of Baltimore, and on May 7 the
very fine collection of French Colonies, particularly
strong in Free French Issues, by order of a New York
collector.

If you are not receiving catalogues and buying
through the H. R. Harmer auctions, you are miss-
ing the finest source of supply of stamps, truly
and accurately described. Collectors from all over
the World write us with congratulations both on
the accuracy of our descriptions and the excellent
service they receive.

- -

Write Us Right Away and Get on the

H. R. HARMER BANDWAGON

ALBUMS = *

H. R. Harmer, Inc. are now distributing
agents for the famous English RAPKIN LOOSE-
LEAF ALBUMS. Your stamps deserve the
finest album and there is none finer than the
“Peerless’” range at any price level. Your
favorite dealer will be happy to show them
to you.

* Dealer enquiries invited.





