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POLPEX TO HIGHLIGHT RELIGION 
'I11c Forty-fir:.t Annual Polp<.":\ Ex­

hibition will be held \farch 29-30 at 
the Poh\h Veterans' Buildmg, 6005 
\\'. Irving Park Rd., Chicago. 'I he 
exhibition honors Pope John Paul 11 
and will ha,·e a special section of Rt­
ligion 011 Stamps. On exhibit \\Ill ht 
a prize-winning collection of Papal 
States and an outstanding collection 
of Vatican City from the Cardinal 
Spellman Philatelic \ fuseum in \las­
\achusetls. 

In addition to collections of Reli­
gion 011 Stamps, there will be out-
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standmg collections of Poland, other 
Europ<.-:m countries, and the U.S. The 
Grand Award will be given for the 
lx:st Polish collection and the Koza­
kiewicz Research Award will go to 
the most outstanding research co11cc­
tion of Poland. ' I11ere will be gold, 
silver and bronze medals. Judges for 
the show will be R. Estka, J. Kaposta, 
\V. Grucnebaum, and an apprentice 
julgc, ~1. Isaak. 

']\vent\· dealers will be on hand to 
'><:m: collectors, and the USPS will 
ha,c a station at the exhibition and 
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One of the pair of four-color printed Polpex seols speciolly designed by W. Kowecki. 
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will use the special Polpex cancella­
hon. The souvenirs being offered i1:• 
cludc: A pair of Papal Souvcmr 
Sheets, 75¢; Souvenir Card with Pope 
John Paul II, $1.25 (cancelled $2.00); 
two different cacheted envelopes, each 
cancelled on a different day of the 
exhibition, $1.50; Rocket flown cov­
er and Pulaski post card, $5.00; Ex­
hibition Catalog, $1.00. Souvenirs 
arc available from Al Rybarski, Box 
82 River Grove, IL 60171. Please 
in~ludc 75¢ for postage. 

·nie Pofoh American 1\ umismatic 
Association will join with Polonus 
and exhibit a special showing of re­
ligious and Papal medallions. A mil­
itan collection will be shown on the 
60th Anniversary of the war with the 
Russian Bolsheviks in 1920. 

An op<:ning ceremony will take 
place on Saturday, \,larch 29 at 10: 30 
a.m. with Bishop Alfred L. Abramo­
wic-1. and other dignitarit~ present. 

A Bccba will Ix: hdd Saturday 
t,ening at 7:00. Ticket\ at S5.00 will 
be available at the Polpcx and from 
\\'. Poniccki, phon<. (312) 715-8616. 

K-LINE PAGES 
FOR POLAND 

1978 SUPPLEMENT 
$2.90 (plus $ 1.10 post.) 

500th Anniversary of 
COPERNICUS - $6.20 
Part 2 (Final) - $4.25 

Plus 80c post. each, or $1.35 for both 
Write us for o special price on 

complete Poland pages 

K-LINE PUBLISHING, INC. 
Geo. C. Kobylka 

Box 159, Berwyn, IL 60402 
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~~_,.,.,..,.~~ 
POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Jomes Mozepo, Secretory 
P.O. Box 121 7, Oak Pork, IL 60304 

Chester A. Schafer, Editor 
864 N. Ashland, Chicago, IL 60622 

Romon H. Strzelecki, Treasurer 
1620 N. Latrobe, Chicago, IL 60639 

The Polonus Philatelic Society is non­
political. Views expressed by authors 
of articles appearing hereon do not 
necessarily express the views of the 
Polonus Philatelic Society. 

- Annual Dues are $7.50 -

Exhibition hours ar<. Saturda) from 
10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Sunday 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Ad­
mission is free. 

POLISH EXHIBIT RECEIVES 
GRAND AT MILCOPEX-80 
James .<\lazcpa r<:cci\'cd the Grand 

Award and APS Bronze medal for 
his exhibit of " Russian Adnumstra­
tion of Poland - 1858-1870." ~IIL­
COPEX is one of twenty acc1cditcd 
~ational Stamp Exhib1t1om, and 
a~ such entries arc re;cct\'cd from 
throughout the U.S. 'l he Grand 
Award winn<:r of lht\(.; national 
shows rec.cl\ cs an 1m 1tatton to parti­
cipate in the "\\ oriel Serie.~ of Pl.11-
latcly-Champ1on of C,~1amp101!s J•,~­
hibition" of the .\mcncan Ph1latdtc 
Soc1ct). I'111s 1s th<: fmt t1111c that 
an Eastern European collection \\·111 
be sho,,n in the twehe; y<.:ars of tht.. 
Champion of Champion rn111pd1ti,,n 
and the Socic~ can Ix; proud that 
a Polish collection i, the ftr\t to r<:­
cci\'e this honor! 

APPLICANTS PENDING 
,\lichacl S. Zolno 

5645 ~. Chmhan;1 
Chicago, IL 606;9 

?\. J. N o,\icki 
6551 Grc:cn Cabb ,\\(·. 

San Diego, CA 92119 

Sign up a New Member Today! 
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THE FIRST AIR MAIL FLIGHT: BERLIN TO WARSAW 
By FABIAN BURA, Warsaw 

(Translated by Fronk Wolosewick) 

Sixty years ago this June, a twin ~n­
gine aircraft was flown by a Polish 
aviator from Lipsk to Berlin, and then 
to \Varsaw. 171e aircraft was awarded 
to Poland by the Allied War Com­
mission in partial payment for war 
damages caused by the German _E_m­
pirc. The main purpose f_o~ acqum_ng 
this aircraft was for trammg Pohsh 
flying personnel. 

The flight was directly under the 
~up:.:r.·1sion of the newly formed_ chief 
of the Polish Army, and the atrcraft 
was piloted by 2nd Lt. Maximilian 
Zuskc. 

In addition to the aircraft person­
nel there was a Polish delegation in 
Berlin to accept the aircraft from Ger­
man authoriti(."S. Another duty of the 
delegation was to arrange for the first 
air mail delivery bet.ween Berlin and 
\Varsaw. For this historical event the 
flight was named as the: FIRST PO­
LISH ~AIL DELIVERY BY AIR. 

To commemorate the first flight 
two metal disks were made for stamp­
ing the accumulated parcels and mail, 
deposited in the Berlin W56 post of­
fice, under the name of Dr. Lewan­
dowski. Dr. Lewandowski was the rep­
resentative of the Polish government 
for accepting the aircraft from the 
Gem1an authorities. He aho acted as 
an agent in the tramfcr of mail for 
the flight between Rcrlin and \Var­
saw. 

'Jo a11oid dclavs with German mil­
itary ecnsormg • the corrcspondenc<:, 
plain postal cards were used on this 
first flight. Each postal c-<1rd was reg1s­
t'-TCd, and had an Express (Special 
Dcli\·cry) sticker attached. 171e pay­
ment for registered and express ser-
1 ices were 10 and 20 Lnigs, r~pccll\T· 
Iv. An additional charge of 20 \Jarks 
was to cover the cost of air flight. The 
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Figure 1 
stamp, were cancelled m blue on 
June 15, 1919, but this was not the 
date of the flight. 

The current G erman stamps pR 
paid registration and express charges. 
On some of the postal cards. stampi. 
1sM1cd by the German Republic on 
\Jay 1, 1919 were used. 

An important characteristic of the 
first Air Mail of postal cards from 
Berlin to \Varsaw was an additional 
cancellation in violet color by using 
the previously mentioned d ie. This 
cancellation specified the cost of the 
flight as 20 1\1.; the anticipated day 
of departure between June 20 and 
June 22; as well as the intended air 
route: BERLIN-WARSCHAU. The 
design was completed by a vertically 
descending German aircraft. 

At the time of the intended air 
flight there were numerous border 
clashes between the German Army 
and the Polish partisan groups m 

Torthern P o I a n d . These conflicts 
were the main reasons for not speci­
fying the lXact departure of the First 
Air \ fail flight. 

After the aircraft landed at the 
~ lokotow field, near \Varsaw, all the 
postal cards were stamped in Black 
color on the r<:vcrsc with a die simi­
lar to the one used in Berlin. This 
wa\ offic ial confirmation of the First 
Air Mail flight between Berlin and 
\\'arsaw. 
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The design of the die used to 
stamp the postal cards resembled the 
one used in Berlin. It consisted of a 
descending Polish aircraft; the charge 
for air mail was 20 M.; the antici­
pated departure date: "20 • 22. VI. 
19"; the route: BERLIN-WARSZA­
\VA. The formal date of landing of 
the aircraft at Mokotow Field was 
on June 21, 1919. 

The air mail was delivered by Lt. 
Zuske to the Main Post Office in 
Warsaw. To commemorate this his­
toric event, the current National As­
sembly stamps were attached to each 
postal card. 

Because of organi7.ational problems 
lasting for several days, the post of­
fice delayed confirrnimng its partici­
pation in this historic event, and 
cancelled all stamps in black color 
on July 4, 1919. 

The entire batch of the postal 
cards were then delivered to the In­
spector of the Air Force for certifi­
cation: that the delivered air mail 
was in agreement with the Polish 
Anny Command. To confim1 this, 
the seal of the Inspector of the Air 
Force was stamped in black on the 
reverSC side of the postal cards. 

From personal notes of Lt. Zuske, 
only 76 postal cards were carried on 
the Fi~t Air Mail Flight. To preYent 
duplication of these first air flight 
postal ca rd s , attesting documents 
were prepared and appended to each 
postal card. The documents were pre­
pared in th r e e languages: Polish, 
French and English, and were signed 
by Capt. Stempniewicz, Inspector of 
thc Air Forcc, and were offici;1lh 
stamped in black color with the \ _·;1] 
of the Inspector. (Fig. 4). 

To further prevent any duplication, 
a wax seal with suitable cord was at­
tached to each of the postal cards 
carried on this First Flight. Hence 
the delivery of the postal cards on 
the First Air Mail F'light from Berlin 
to \Varszawa in late June of 1919, 
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acquired a historic character. 
These pmtal cards were eagerly 

sought by philatelists for their collec­
tions. TI1e greater portion (number 
unknown) of the postal cards wer.., 
acquired by the personnel of the Po­
li•h Air Forcc in directing the flight. 
Lt. Zuskc statc.-s in his pc1sonal notes 
that kw of these postal cards wcH: 
clistribntc.cl to officiah in Poland who 
were int<:rcstcd in philately. Lt. Zuskc 
mentions m his personal notes that 
these postal earls were sent to: George 
V, King of England; President \Vil­
son of the USA; Premier I. Paderew­
ski; and Cardinal Kakowski. 

Became of thc seal of the Inspec· 
tor of the Air Force on these docu­
ment., ,mcl on postal cards, the Po­
lish Arrny ordered Lt. Zuske and Dr. 
Lewandowski not to dispose: of these 
cards to dealers. Because of this rul­
ing, the postal cards of the First 
1•1ight were never included in the 
Polish Stamp catalogues, and the 
mc:morv of the First Flight hccamc 
c!immed with time. 

The family of Lt. Zuskc graciously 
allowed me to study the few docus-­
ments saved from ravagcs of war, de­
scribing the First Air \,fail flight from 
Berlin to \\'arsaw 111 1919. From 
these scarce documents, somc inter­
esting pieces of information were 
found. 

Jn the latter part of 1923, Lt. 
Zuske presented to the National Mu­
seum (Army Section) in \Varsaw, the 
two bronze air mail dies used to can­
cel the postal cards of the First Air 
Mail flight. The Director of the Mu­
seum accepted the two air mail dies, 
and presented Lt. Zuske with a re­
ceipt #l l 72, dated September 24, 
192 3, with thanks for their deposi­
tion. 

There was also preserved another 
document from the Ministry of Posts 
and Telegraphs (Dept. IV, nr. 533/ 
Mz, elated August 27, 1923) thank­
ing Lt. Zuske for presenting to the 
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Museum "one postal card of the 
First Air ;\fail flight". 

It is difficult at this time to es­
timate just how man} of these post­
al cards sun i,cd thc ran1ges of \V\V 
II. Srncc thc records arc lost, it is 
not known 1ust how many of the 
postal cards were n:tained b} the or­
ganizers of thc first flight, and whc­
thcr thcsc, together with other war 
documcnh were not dcslrmcd during 
thc war years. Only one tl{ing is cer­
tain, that these First Air \Jail flight 
postal cards arc classics of the Polish 
air mail service. 

Lt. Zuskc died in 1939 in the de­
fense of Cdynia. ll is apartment was 
thoroughly ransacked by Ccstapa, 
who destroved man, valuable histor­
ical documcnts. 111c life of Lt. Zus­
ke was written in the Dziennik Bal­
t,cki. September, 19;9, just twent} 
years afte;r his tragic death. 

It is worth not mg that in 192-f, 
during the dcli\'cry of a Zeppelin to 
US:\ (for war damage;s to USA), a 
similar set of postal cards was pre­
pared in Poland and was carried on 
its maidtn voyage. 111ese postal cards 
arc memorable classics of Polish phil­
<.:tch. 

' f11e following photographs present 
important information on the first 
Air \fail Flight from Berlin to \Var­
saw, and add additional claritv to the 
textual matter. • 

Figure I shows the two air mail 
dies used for cancelling the postal 
cards. 

Figure 2 shows the front of the 
postal card, with a double strike in 
, iolet color of the air mail cancelling 
die. The Ccnnan stamps were can­
celled in blue on June 15, 1919. The 
rc.-gistration number, and the express 
label were added; the registration la­
bel photographed black. TI1c official 
seal of the Air Tmpcctor was applied 
at a later date. 

Figure 3 is the rc.·verse side of the 
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postal card. Aftn landing at \lokoto,\ 
field, the local official applied the :iir 
mail cancelling die in double in black 
color to each pmtal card. ·n1i5 attest­
ed to the completion of the sched­
uled air mail flight. The Polish 
stamps were applied later at the \lain 
Post Office, and were cancelled there 
on July 4, 1919. TI1e official seal of 
the Air Vorce Inspector was applied 
later. '\'otc the S\mbolic use of wax 
seal with appropriate cords for attach­
ment to each postal card. 

Figure 4 shows a document pre­
pared m three languages attesting to 
the completion and the dcli,·cry of 
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ahe 1-ir\t Air Mail !<light on June 21, 
I 9 I 9. It 1s interesting to note that 
the document mentions that the 
flight was in danger from the Polish 
and from German armies. The doc­
ument was signed by Captain Stemp­
nic:wicz, and official seal of the Air 
Force mspector was added. 

POLPHILEX 80 
l11e Polish Philatd1c Association 

of Great Britain will hold an cxhib1 
t1on, POLP1IILEX 80, r-.rav 9-10-11. 
For infonnation on joining this group. 
write to: Hon. S(:cretary J. Szkud 
lapsk1. ,o, Greencroft Gardens, Flat 
J, London '-J\\ 6 3L'J', England. 

MEMBERS MART 
WANTED - Prestomp covers from the 
Kingdom of Poland, Duchy of Warsaw, 
the Congress Kingdom and Free City o' 
Krakow, in good condition ond with 
clear postmarks, write to: Ryszord Pod 
dub.uk, 31 T rattier, Doi lord des Ormeoux 
P Q. H9A 2C8, Canada 
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POLISH POW STUDY GROUP 
The Jan.-Feb. edition of tha Po­

lish PO\V Study Group Newsletter 1s 
an excellent presentation of the ef­
forts of this acti\C: philatelic group. 
It consists of c1gh t pag<.~ of 8 •~x 11 
size, suitable for a thr<.-c-ring binder. 
'Ilic editor is I knr, F. Zebrowski, 
RD # 1, Box ·BI P,' Clarks Summit 
P,\ 18411 . 111is edition contains an 
article on "Virtuti \tilitari" PO\\' 
Camp stamps with two pages of il­
lustrations. \ lcmlx:rship dues of $4 .00 
per year include a subscription to this 
hi-monthl~· newsletter. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Friday, March 28, 1980: 

~lu mting '\'ight. Your hdp 1, need­
<.·d to put up the: exhibits in £ram<.~. 
assemble the easels, <.te. Bring along 
a <,ere:w clm·(:r, pliers, wiping cloth, 
and glass clean(:r. B<.gins at 6: 30 pm. 
Saturday, '1arch 29, 1980: 

Opening ceremony at 10·30 am. 
Bourse and U.S. p{)stal station op:.n 
for bus111(:SS. 

Bcc.ba at ~:00 pm. 
Sunday, March 30, 1980: 

Show opcm at I 0:00 am. At 4:00 
pm, c.xhibit1on doses and frame, and 
exhibits ,, ill be d1smantkd. 

BULLETIN AD RATES 
Full Page ad .......... $40.00 
Half Page ad .. . ...... $25.00 
Quarter Page ad ...... $15.00 
Excessive copy 3ubject to extra chorge. 

Ex tra charge also for illustrations and 
cuts. Send copy with check to Editor. 
Make check payable to Polonus Phil. Soc. 

POLCAPEX '80 
The Polish Ph1latd1c Soc1ctv of 

Canad,1 celebrates its ' I e:nth Arn;i\'e, ­
\,11-V \\Jth POLC.\PJ•:x '80 \ la\ 3-4 
at 'th(: Polish I Jail in Vancou\'er,' B.C. 
Entries deadline is April I 0, Chair­
man of the. (:\ ent is Jozef PockjJ..o, 
510 St. George St., 'frw \\ 'e:stmin­
stcr B.C., V 3L 1 L2, Canad,1. 
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A POSTMARK OF THE RUSSIAN POST IN 
TARNOPOL - 1809-1815 

By JAMES 

The city of Tarnopol has a long 
and intcrcstmg history. Aceordmg to 
one source, Tarnopol was founded by 
bv I lebnan Jan Tarnowski in 1540. 
'(he city's name b a deri\'atin: of the 
Ilctman's name and the word "Pole" 
or field, a word which is almost the 
same in Polish, Ukrainian, and Rus­
sian. Sm·ict sources claim the name is 
derived from a combination of the 
word "tcru" which is a kind of weed 
in the area, and "pole." I fotorically, 
we know the Polish king granted a 
charter to Tarnowski to found the 
city. It S<.-cms probable that he would 
me his name in its title, perhaps 
knowing it was also dcscripti,c of the 
arca. This cit~ u\ed no postmarks 
during the Kingdom of Poland per­
iod. 

Tarnopol was annexed by Austria 
in the first Partition of Poland in 
1772. According to \fueller, no post­
marks were introduced at this time. 
The l\apolco111c \Vars brought about 
another change. °'\apolcon's armies 
had crossed Europe:, and hc sought 
an alliance ,, ith Russia agaimt Aus­
tria. I le: created the Duchy of \Var-

MAZEPA 
saw, a maneu\'er which was primarily 
political and had little consequence 
for the Polish state cxccpt that it kept 
ali\'e the spirit of Polish nationalism. 
In 1809, ~apolcon added the districts 
of Krakow, Radom, Lublin, and 
S1cdlce to the Duchy. To appease and 
entice the Russians, he gave them the 
District of Tamopol. 

111c district w:1s administered b} 
a man named J. A. Thc.1 is, who was 
responsible for the restoration of the 
palace castle. I le: also built a ballroom 
and a gambling casino in the city, 
which added much to its popularity 
and economy. In 1815, the district 
was returned to Austria as part of the 
agrccments of the Council of Vienna. 
The first Austrian postmark was in­
troduced in 1824. During the First 
\\'orld \\'ar, a large part of the city 
was burned and dc:stroycd. Tamopol 
was part of the short-lived \Vestern 
Ukrainian State, after which it be­
came part of the Polish State. In 
194;, 1t was incorporated into the 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic. 

' I "he folded envelope described here 
onginatcd in the village of Volo-

7( [J/J., ·/1.//2?J -?tl_1 , --._ 
.....,,. ~ -) 
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chysk, about 25 miles cast of '1 arno­
pol on the river Zbruch. The two red 
wax seals on the rc.-..er~c read Jl1 Rus­
sian "Volochysk Post Office Seal," 
and have the RuS1>ian coat-of-arms 
above the text and a posthom below. 
Today the tm, n is known as Pod-
rnlochyska. . 

The address is in the mual Polish 
st} le of the period, but has an add1-
t1onal notation m another hand in 
Russian which 1s a possible forward­
mg address. The Polish addrc:ss reads: 

Do Jasnie Wielmoznego 
Rzymsko Katolickiego Uniskiego 
Uniskiego Ducnownego Luckiego 

Konsystorza 
w zydyczynie 

or '"1 o the: \lost l lonorable Roman 
Catholic (pric.-:,t) of the Luck Cons1s­
tonum at L.ydyczyn." In Russian the: 
address reads "Umate Church (spi­
ritual) Cons1stonum to the pnc:st Lc­
lawski rc,-:,1ding in Luck." r\ cunous 
word for "priest" is uscd here, "kccnz" 
in the transhtc:ration from Rmsian 
This word docs nol c:-.ist 111 Russian 
and one: would expect the: word "S,y­
ashchenuk" or "pric.-st". lt seems to 
be a Russ,an translitu1tio11 Clf the 
Polish word for priest, ''ksiadz". 

On the back is the boxed Cyrillic, 
":1\o. 1 Tamopol". 'I he mark mea­
surc,-s 42mm x 8mm with the: letters 
4mm high. [he ··1" is in manmcnpt. 

ext to the: postmark is the notation 
"of the I 2th of August". A note in­
cluded in the cn\'clopc givc,-s the date. 
of "August 12, 1809". On the flap is 
the notation "2 Dye". I can not ex­
plain this note. 

This mark docs not appear m the 
listing of prcstamp marks of Russia b~ 
Fohs and Adler nor in the worb of 
\,fikstein on the prcstamp marks of 
Poland. 

The fact that the postmark 111cludcs 
the " ro ......... " suggcst~ the possibi-
lity it is a registry mark. If so, might 
there also be an ordina~ postage 
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mark? Smee Tarnopol i\ the district 
capital, it seems appropriate that it 
ha\'e a postmark, but it raises the: pos­
sibility of othcr marks from other 
towns during this Russian period ha,·c: 
yet to be disco\'crccl. 

I would like to thank R,szard Pod­
clubiuk for his ,·aluablc information 
and assistance in preparing this article. 
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HA VE YOU MOVED? 
If you ha,·c mo\'ed. pleas<: notify us 

of ,our change of address. \fail no­
tice to Al Rvbar\ki, Box 82, River 
Gro,-c, IL 60.141 . You will Sa\'C u~ 
the expense of paying postage du<:. 
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