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Many Front?Rank Collections 
have been. sold in our salesroom in the I 9 5 0-5 I season. The illus­
trations show just six of the specially designed catalogues of 
collections we have recently sold. These six properties have so far 
realized $ 6 5 8,ooo. 

More important collections are sold through us than any other 
firm. The reason is simple. Harmer, Rooke & Co. provides the 
ultimate in auction service, and at no extra cost. 

It will pay you to sell your stamps through 

HARMER, ROOKE & co", INC" 
Th e World' s Leading Stamp Auctioneers 

560 Fifth Avenue New York 19, N. Y. 
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WEILL of NEW ORLEANS 

LEADING BUYERS 

In the §TAMP MARKET 

We Pay Immediate Cash , 

Whether $100.00 or $100,000.00 

& 

Our Offers Are Fair 

May We See Your Collection? 
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THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important fUnctions the 

improvement of relations between Collectors and 

Dealers . . Our more than 550 Members are 

pledged to serve you well . 

The stamps which they sell you must be and are 

Guaranteed Genuine. 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from dealers 

displaying the A . S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the Members of the Co l­

lectors Club and the Members of The American 

Stamp Dealers ' Association are engaged in a joint 

enterprise - the Improvement of Phi lately . 

. THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 
65 Nassau Street New York 38, N. Y. 
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At GIMBEL§: 

CIMBELS . .. the World's Largest Stamp Department ... 
has everything for the beginner as well as the advanced coll ector. 

Visit our attract ive depa rtment where 

YOU WILL FIND THE LARGEST ASSORTMENT OF 

• United States Issues • World Wide Sets 

• Packets by Countries • Philatelic Literature 

• The Scott Line • The Elbe Line 

• The White Ace Line • Accessories 

• Minkus Publications 

- OR -

Should you wish to dispose o.f your stamps whether it be a $500.00 

or a $50,000.00 collection you will find it well worth your while to 

consult the buyers at C imbels. Courteous , Conscientious treatment 

awa its your visit . 

WRITE FOR GIMBEL'S STAMP NEWS. IT'S FREE. 

GIMBELS 
WORLD'S LARGEST STAMP DEPARTMENTS 

33rd and Broadway 

New York I , N . Y. 

9th at Market 

P hiladelphia 5, Pa. 
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39 A••~tion - Sale at ZURICH 

18-27 OCTOBER 1951 

* WUERTTEMBERG 

* GREECE 

* TWO SICILIES 

* COLOMBIAN REPUBLIC 

* AIRMAIL ST AMPS 

and other properties will be sold at best-- without any re-

serve-prices- . Illustrated catalogue containing more than 

7000 lots free on request. 
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Bahnhof strasse 7 6, ZURICH, Switzerland 
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Editorials 

Our Commemoratives 

When, a t the beginning of this year , the 
P ost Office D epa rtment announced a 1951 
commemor ative st amp progr am probably 
l imited to fo u r new issues, th ere was a mixed 
reception in th e phil atel ic press. Some st amp 
w r ite rs repor ted th a t collectors, used to 
fl oods of s t amps celebrat ing chickens, base­
ball , a thletic societies and anything else a 
sufficiently vocal pressure group fel t was ap­
prop ria te, were bitterly disappointed. Others, 
more realistic, hoped th at th e st amps in t:J-i e 
new program would express something of real 
significance and interes t to ou r country and 
th e wo rld, and suggested th at collectors 
would be more th an delighted to have fewe r 
issues, in better t as te and with pertinent sub­
jects. 

Now, w ith th e year half over, w hat do we 
have? 

A n announced issue to celebr ate th e A meri­
can Chemical Society. 

A nnounced issues to celebra te th e ad mis­
sion of Nevada and Color ado as st a tes. 

An actual issue to honor th e U nited Con­
federa te Ve terans. 

A recently announced stamp for th e C ity 
of De t roit, M ichigan. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILAT ELIST , VOL. XXX, N
A bill offered by a thoughtful congressman 
to compel th e postm as ter to issue a st amp fo r 
an anniversary of " th e es tablishment of the 
brass industry m th e Naugatuck valley of 
Connect icut." 

Anoth er bill to celebrate th e 17 5th anni­
ve rsary of th e adoption of the Amer ican Flag. 
And m any more placed in th e congressional 
hopper of more or less local interes t. 

This, as a record for one of th e greates t 
nations in th e wo rld, and one of th e two ex­
isting centers of wo rld philately, should give 
the collector interes ted in his country as well 
as his stamps something to think about. In 
th e meantime th e UCV stamp has been issued 
in a rath er unh appy and pedestri an design. 

The record over the pas t two decades has 
ind icated th at slipshod design, wedded to 
mediocre projec ts, has produced a m ass of 
st amps th at a re no cred it to the P ost Office 
or to A merican phil ately, w hich sat by and, 
w ithout protest , let th e fl ood sweep on. Out 
of th e hundred or more commemor ative var ie­
ties printed since th e end of World W ar I , 
how many have any distinction of moti f or 
gr ace of des ign ? Many, but far from enough. 
W ere the oth ers produced to secure money 
from collectors, or to get some politician off 
a hot spot created by seekers for publicity 
for th eir pet causes? 
O. I V 169 



EDITORIAL PAGE 
The finest commemoratives this country 
has produced (in our opinion) are the Co­
lumbian and Omaha sets issued in the 19th 
century. They celebrated great occasions 
and were designed by accomplished artists. 
It is true that the Columbians were not 
popular with all collectors at the time of 
issuance, but that was partly because the 
five high values put the complete set beyond 
the resources of the collector of the time, 
when $15.00 was a substantial sum of money 
more than sufficient for a week's living ex­
penses. There never was any excuse for high 
value commemoratives, and our postoffice is 
not likely to repeat that particular mistake. 

The answer to this problem, which has 
deep-se ated connotations for collectors, would 
appear to lie in a re-ex amination of the pur­
pose and value of the commemorative stamp. 
Is it a device for placating sectional rather 
than national interests? I s it a device to 
extract money from reluctant collectors? 
Is it a device to keep philatelic professionals 
supplied continuously with new products to 
write about and to trade and speculate in? 

Or is it a means of putting before our 
people, and the people of the whole world, 
the best of our history, our culture and our 
art? 

Someone in authority in the Government 
should answer that question responsibly. 

What would the result have been if in­
stead of the grotesque, tactless Confederate 
issue, a series of perhaps ten stamps, in the 
most used values from IC to soc, had been 
issued in bi-color, steel-engraved form, com­
memorating in sound and artistic designs the · 
great battl es and issues of the Civil War; men 
like Lee and Lincoln; m atters like the aboli­
tion of slavery and the unity of th e nation, 
battles like Chickamauga and Gettysburg. 
The Civil War was many things, but it was 
first a fight for truth and right as two differ­
ent groups of men saw them, and it was a 
landmark in the history of human freedom. 
Why worry so about The Voice of Freedom, 
when our stamps which penetrate the Iron 
Curtain as surely as radio and more last­
ingly, are devoted to Youth months, chick­
ens, memorial poppies and st ate centennials. 
Youth , poppies, poultry and Centennials are 
admirable things, but costly postage stamps 
170 THE CO
in their behalf seem, m an embattled world 
like this, so much meaningless paper. 

Or, on a more peaceful subject, why not 
a similar series on the history of our post­
office, beginning with the great postmaster 
Benfamin Franklin? Or on the documents 
of our freedom, and their writers, based on 
the concepts of the Freedom Train? Or on 
many other subjects which the ingenuity of 
any Student of American Life and history 
could suggest? 

You, as a collector, have a responsibility 
in these matters. If it had not been for you, 
there would never have been bulk commem­
oratives in their twentieth century sense. If 
you had not rushed to buy the mass ive flow 
of pre-1951 new issues, the postoffice and the 
pressure groups would drop them like hot 
potatoes. Would you like to see a program 
of a few stamps or a few fine sets a year, or 
would you rather see bankers, locomotive 
engineers, young people, the motion pictures 
and other worthy but philatelically debatable 
subjects commemorated, at the tax-payers' 
cost, in dozens of three-cent issues every year, 
dreary, tasteless and banal, while the bulk 
of our m ail, at home and abroad, continues to 
carry only the routine stamps of the regular 
presidential series? 

Whatever your opinion, let your congress­
men and the postmaster general know what 
it is now, so th at our fight for freedom can 
be carried on mail to every . corner of the 
world. 

Malcolm ] ohnson 
LL
Fact or Opin ion . 
There are ce rtain facts in phil ate ly. Many 

other matters are only an opinion . The 
trouble has been that many a philatelist con­
sidered their opinion s a fact, irresponsibly 
confusing th e two meanings. 

A stamp, for instance, is a philatelic fact. 
The same is true of a cover. Also a stamp 
affixed to a cover is a fact. But wheth er a 
stamp originated upon a cover is a matter of 
opinion, unless one actually mailed it, wit­
nessed its mailing or has proof of its delivery 
through the mails. Otherwise, the determi­
nation of th e question of a st amp upon origi-

(Continued on Page 216.) 
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INTRODUCTION 
Nepal is an independent kingdom tucked 
away in th e Himalaya M ountains, th e home 
of th e fa mous G urkh as; it includes the birth­
pl ace of Buddh a, and its fronti ers are closed 
to all fo reigners, except by special sanction of 
th e higher auth orities. This policy of seclu­
sion is of long standing; centu r ies ago Marco 
P olo wrote : "The country is w ild and moun­
tainous and is little visited by strangers, 
w hose visi ts th e king discou rages." T his 
policy has been greatly simplified by nature, 
which has provided th e great barr ier of ever ­
lasting snows to th e north, a great belt of 
ma larious "Terai" jungle to th e south , and 
high mountain r anges and impassable r ivers to 
th e east and w est. 

From !·!1e phila tel ic point of view, it is, 
th erefore, not surp ris ing th at m any interest-
ing fac ts have escaped th e knowledge of the 
outside w orld . Over forty yea rs ago, M ajor 
E . B. Evans published a series of a rticles on 
the stamps of Nepal in " Stanley Gibbons 
Monthly J ourn al,"* in w hich he dealt in 
full detail and completeness w ith all th e m a­
terial th a t was at his disposal at the time. 
For the next thirty-five years th ere was littl e 
or noth ing wr itten about Nepal, until Mr. 
L. E . D awson broke the long silence w ith a 
se ries of ar ticles in th e "Philatel ic J ournal 
of India" in 1941. About th e same t ime M r. 
E. A. Smythies had t aken up his r es idence in 
Nepal, being th e firs t philatelist w ho had ever 
resid ed th ere. In a practically virgin field, 
he st arted m aking a se ries of interes ting dis-

*Vol. XVI Page 100 et seq. 
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THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF NEPAL 
coveries as well as obtaining new information 
both on the obsolete old type stamps and on 
the modern "Sri Pashupati" types th at have 
been in use since 1907. These discoveries 
have been recorded in "The Postage Stamps 
of Nepal" by Smythies and Dawson, pub­
lished in 1945 by the Phil atelic Society of 
Indi a. This work is now out of print and, 
to some extent, out of date. 

In 1949, the COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT­
ELIST published a descriptive and well illus­
trated article by Mr. H arrison D. S. Haver­
beck on th e "Typogr aphed Stamps of 1941-
47." 

L ater in 1949 a new pictorial issue of 
st amps appeared, which was described in two 
or three stamp journals, but not (so far as 
we know) in th e United States. 

The object of this work is to put the avail­
able information in a clear and more access­
ible form, for · the use both of specialists and 
non-specialists. 

The stamps of Nepal are of much greater 
interest th an their past comparative neglect, 
or indeed, th an the remarkably few general 
designs of the issued stamps would suggest. 
It is remarkable that in th e first sixty years 
THE CO
of stamp issues 'and production, Nepal had 
only four general designs for all values and 
issues together (many stamp issuing coun­
tr ies produce more than this every year). 
But when more ca refully examined , on the 
motif of th ese four designs w e find many 
variations, permutation s and combinations of 
paper, shad e, method s of manufacture, occa­
sional errors (e.g., t ete-beches), etc. Thus, 
w hil e the issues of r epal a re comp aratively 
simple and easy for th e non-specialist , th ere 
is ample scope for th e specialist also. This 
is clearly shown by the fact th a t specialised 
collections of Nepal have won awards in the 
l as t few years at International Phila telic Ex­
hibitions in Switzerland, Britain , and the 
United States. 

Scott's Catalogue in th e United States, and 
Gibbons' Catalogue in Bri~ain , have recently 
revised their descriptions and lists of Nepal 
st amps, including for the first time th e new 
discoveries made in th e las t decade. All this 
suggests a w iden ing of interes t s in th e st amps 
of th e fascinating country, and jus tifi es the 
hope th at this wo rk will prove interesting 
and use ful to an increasing circle of philat­
elists. 
CHAPTER 

THE " SRIPECH AND· CROSSED 
KUKRIS" TYPES 
1. The First Issue, 1881 - 1886 

The first chronicle of th e stamps appeared 
in Th e Philatelic R ecord for ovember, 1881, 
from which we quote: 

"We are indebted to the kindness of Mrs. 
Tebay for a sight of the three values issued 
for this State, one of which we illustr ate. 
The stamps are the same in design , varying 
only as regards the value inscribed in the 
side labels. Our cut represents the two­
anna stamps, the inscriptions on w hich read: 

Sri Gorkh a 

Government 
On th e oth er two stamps th e side labels 
a re inscribed I and 4 ann as, respectively. Of 
each value there are 32 stamps to the sheet , 
in four horizontal rows of eight (sic). Each 
margin of th e sheets is inscribed respectively 
one, two, or four-anna stamp ; four , eight, or 
sixteen rupees th e whole sheet. The stamps 
are printed on plain white wove paper, wi th­
out watermarks, and one of th e values-th e 
4 ann as-is rouletted and gumm ed. Mrs. 
Tebay send s us three envelopes w hich have 
passed through th e post, franked by the I­
ann a stamps. Her correspondent informs her 
th at th e addresses upon th em are writ ten in 
D evanagari, and perhaps the instructions on 
th e stamps are in th e same dialect. The 
sa me co rrespond ent says: 'The Nepalese Dur­
bar has this year, 1881 , organi sed a system 
of internal postage, and issued st amps of 
three values-I, 2 and 4 ann as-specimens of 
which are enclosed. The lines at present ar-
LLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. IV 



THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF NEPAL 
Figure l. Early I mperforates. 

Top Row. One Anna. Single from Plate 111. Pair from Plate 11. 
Centre Row. Two Annas . Pair from Plate VII. Tete-beche pair from Plate V. One Anna . 
Single from Plate 11 , showing flaw in upper right corner. Single from Plate IX, redrawn frame . 
Bottom Row. Four Annas. Strip of four from Plate 111. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. IV 173 



THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF NEPAL 
ranged for are between Kathmandu and 
Ilam (a province close to Darjeeling) , be­
tween Kathmandu and Doti (a Province close 
to Kumaon), and between Kathmandu and 
Kerong and Kuti, on the Thibetan frontier . 
These lines are not in any way connected 
with the British Post Office. For all let­
ters, parcels, etc., to and from British India 
the Nepalese use the British Post Office, 
which has a branch at Kathmandu for the 
benefit of the Residency.'. 

Adhesives 

I anna, milky-blue 
imperforate. 

2 annas, purple 
4 annas, grass-green, rouletted en points." 

Actually, each sheet had 64 st amps, not 32, 
as th e values of th e sheets, as given in the 
m argins, clearly show. 

The design of th e stamps shows a pair of 
crossed Kukris, above which are three lotus 
flowers, in the centre of each of which is a 
charka or disc. This disc has been variously 
described as "a favourite weapon of Krishna" 
and as representing a Gurkha weapon, a steel 
plate with sharp edges. Above the central 
disc is a high arch, figuring the sweeping and 
beautiful plume of the bird-of-pa radise feath­
ers that is so striking a feature of the marvel­
ous jewelled he address worn by the higher 
Nepalese nobility at Durbars and on ce re­
monial occasions and known as a " Sripech." 
These plumes sweep up fr om a jewelled 
socket above th e jewelled caps, which are 
completely encrusted with diamonds, pearls, 
emeralds and oth er precious stones, many of 
ve ry la rge size (the l\1ahaj ara's cap has an 
eme rald ove r three inches long). These caps 
and plumes a re frequently seen on Nepalese 
crests, so it is quite natural th ey should ap­
pear on th e stamps. They typify R oyalty and 
the Ruling Caste, and con tribute effectively to 
th e gorgeous spect acle of a Nepal Durbar. 
Around th e centre design are th e inscriptions, 
and around all is a frame crossed by many 
lines. Three separate dies were prepared for 
the three values, w hich differ in many details 
of design from each other; thus the 2 ann as 
has far fewer lines crossing th e frames than 
have the I ann a and 4 ann as. (Fig. I) 

A number of cliches were prepared from 
each die to make up th e plates, and these 
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we re fastened together in a fr ame. They were 
evidently movable , and the evidence of con­
stant, transferred , and substituted cliches is 
discussed later on. They give us a reliable 
guide to the sequence of the different st ates 
of the printing plates, and thus to the se­
quence of printings and colours w hen the dif­
ferent states of the plates were used. At 
first the marginal inscription appeared four 
times round the sheet but there we re no mar­
ginal fr amelines, or a very fanciful border. 
(Plates II of the I anna and 2 annas.) Sub­
sequently fr amelines appeared all round th e 
sheet, but the margin al inscription was re­
ta ined at the top only. The latest plates of 
311 had no inscription and no framelin es. The 
in sc ription on the l-anna sheet reads: " Ek 
ane tikat char rupiya ko," or "One ann a 
st amp four rupees"; th e 2 annas and 4 ann as 
sheets have the in sc ription suitably modified . 

A desc riptive list of th e various plates, as 
worked out by one au thor, is given later. 
They will be dealt w ith ol)ly briefly in the 
text , as far as m ay be necessary to enable th e 
reader to follow th eir differences and se­
quence . 

The earliest know n usage is a cover bear­
ing the l anna, postmarked at B ara on 16 
May, l88 r. (Fig. 6) At first th e st amps 
were supplied w ith brownish gum and pin­
perforated l 5 w ith w hat was probably a 
rouletting wheel, but af terwards they ap­
peared ungummed and imperfo ra te. The 
paper was E uropean wove, with a definite 
mesh. There we re three plates each of th e 
l anna and 2 annas, but only one ( appar­
ently) of th e 4 an nas. Plates I of th e l, 2 

and 4 ann as and Plates III of th e l and 2 

ann as bore no framelines, but marginal in­
scripti ons, wi th th e feet of th e letters to­
wards the stamps, appeared at the top and 
bottom and on both sides. Plates II of the 
I and 2 annas likewise had similar margin al 
in scripti ons all round, and in addi tion a 
fancy outer border of square ornaments all 
round, and an inner border, at th e sides only, 
of alternative square ornaments separated by 
double spearheads, of w hich there are two 
kinds. At least one com plete sheet exists of 
Plate II of each value; that of th e 1 ann a 
(Fig. 2) is in th e Dawson collection and 
th at of the 2 ann as m a Danish collection 
seen by l\llr. Dawson in London in 1939· 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. IV 



TH E POSTA GE STAMPS OF NEPAL 
Stamps from the three 1 anna plates can be 
distinguished by their shades, but not so the 
three pl ates of the 2 annas. The proposed 
catalogue list given in the appendix, separates 
all the different plates as far as this can be 
done by their shades and paper. There was 
one inverted cliche in Plate III of the 2 annas 
as there are two tete-beche pairs known; 
Major Evans h ad seen a sheet of what must 
have been Plate I , and Plat e II certainly did 
not contain any inverted cliche. 

No tete-beche pa ir of the 1 ann a or the 4 
ann as is know n. The st amps a re clearly 
printed , the shades being I ann a, dull deep­
blue, ultramarine, and milky blue; 2 annas, 
bright purple; and 4 annas, bright yel/ow­
green. 

2. The Second Issue, 1886-190·3 

In 1886 th e white wove imported paper was 
abandon ed in favor of the local hand-made 
pape r, w hich (with one rare exception) was 
used continuously for the next twenty years 
in th e preparation and printing of these 
st amps. A brief note on the method of man­
ufacture of this na tive paper w ill be of 
interes t. 

Native paper manufacture is essentially a 
cottage industry, carried on by crud e and 
primitive methods in hundreds of tiny hill 
v ill ages h igh up in the H imalayas. The m ain 
r aw material is the inner bark of a common 
eve rgreen shrub (Edgewo rthi a G ardneri, a 
species of Daphne), th at g rows in the damp 
forests at 4 ,000 ft. to 8,ooo ft. altitude. This 
inn er bark is stripped and collected chiefl y by 
women and children, w ho bring it to the vil­
lages. It is then pulped up in vats, th or­
oughly soaked, and digested wi th lime mixed 
w ith locally made chemicals. The digestion , 
however, is seldom complete. U ndiges ted 
fibres , little bits of bark, etc. , are commonly 
sprinkled through th e paper, giving a char­
acte ristic appearance, quite different t o the 
machine made imported paper. The pulp is 
then rolled out in thin shee ts and dried in 
the open air or under sheds. When finally 
ready, 60 to 70 lbs. of the paper are made 
into loads and carried by men for 20, 30 or 
40 miles up and down the mountain passes to 
the nea rest big town or market, where it is 
sold or bartered for other goods, cloth , salt, 
matches, oi l , and all sor ts of articles. .At 
first, only the best qualities of this h and-made 
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paper were used in stamp production. But, 
later, and particularly in the last st ages of 
these stamps, the qu ality greatly deteriorated. 
The later printings show frequent paper 
Raws and blemishes. All qualities, however, 
have one cha racteristic in common; the paper 
is very tough and strong, being almost im­
possible to tear. · 

In the 1886 issues, w hile the general make­
up of the sheets ( 64 stamps per sheet) was 
th e same, new plates were made and the 
colors changed. The I ann a was printed 
gray-blue. Plate IV has the marginal in­
scriptions on all sides, but now has the tops 
of the letters towards the stamps. Cliches 
No. 52 and 62 were inverted . Plate V has 
th e inscription at the top and bottom of the 
sheet wi th th e bottom of the letters towards 
and much closer to the st amps. Cliches No. 
47 , 52 and 62 wer e inve rted . 

The 2 annas was chan ged to v iolet. The 
inscription is r epeated four times around the 
shee t as in Plate IV of the I anna. At least 
one cliche was inverted. 

The 4 annas is in a paler yellow-green, 
from a new Plate II , in w hich the four mar­
gin al in scriptions are similar to those in Plate 
IV of the I and 2 ann as. A complete sheet 
is not kn own, and it is not ce rta in if th er e 
was an inverted cliche, but it seems probable 
th a t No. 54 was. 

Fresh plates of all three denominations 
now were m ade in which the margin al in­
scriptions appear at th e top of th e sheet s 
only reading norm ally, but th ere are stra ight 
line fram es all aro und and outsid e the ma r­
ginal in scriptions. There we re four plates of 
th e l anna wi th this inscription, but so alike 
th at th ey have been des ignated Via, VIb, 
Vic, and VId. The 2 annas appeared fro m 
two closely related plates, Va and Vb, and 
a third pl a te, V I. The new 4 ann as Plate 
III did not have a frame lin e at the top, as 
shown by two complete sheets; in this it dif­
fer ed from the l anna and the 2 annas plates, 
but a l ater Plate I V was simil ar to those of 
th e two lowe r valu es. 

The stamps from Plates VIb to VId of 
the I ann a, Plate VI of the 2 annas, and 
Plates III and IV of the 4 annas are found 

Fi gure 2 . One Anna , Pl ate i I . A complete 
sheet of 64 showing all marginal inscriptions. 

(See P ages 176-177.) 
. IV 175 
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THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF NEPAL 
Figure 4 . One Anna. Plate X, The modified 
design . 

only upon a much thicker paper. Plate Vb 
of the 2 annas can be found on both the 
medium and thick papers, which are easily 
distinguishable and should be collected as dis­
tinct varieties. The I anna is in a shade of 
steel-blu e; the 2 ann as first in violet or gray­
violet (Plates IV, Va, and Vb.) , and later in 
d eep v iolet (Plate Vb) , and bright violet 
(Plate VI); the 4 annas is in a deeper yel­
low-green (Plates III and IV), or sage­
green, a rare shade of Plate IV. 

Plate Via of the I anna shows a curious 
error in the margin al inscription, of which 
the first word reads " pek" instead of "ek" 
only 4 mm. from the stamps at the bottom. 
Cliches No. 47 and 52 were inverted. Plates 
Vlb, Vic and Vld have the inscription cor­
rec ted. Plate Vlb has the framelines 5-y;; mm. 
from the stamps and there were three in­
verted cliches, Nos. 52, 59 and 62. Plate 
Vic had a fourth inverted cliche, No. 63. 
Plate Vld has the fr amelines again only 
4 mm. from the stamps, but the last two 
words of the m arginal inscription are spaced 
20 mm. apart instead of 16 mm. The accents 
over the words are of a different shape, and 
there is a slanting stroke under the last let­
ter of the third word, such as appeared in 
Plates I to V. 

Plates Va and Vb of the 2 annas differ 
only as to the position of the top inscription, 
which is 6 mm. further to the right in Pla te 
Vb than in Va. In both plates cliche No. 21 

was inverted , and the inscription is in five 
groups, the last two words being joined to­
gether. Plate VI differs from Va and Vb 
in the spacing of the frame lines and in the 
marginal inscription being six groups. 

P late III of the 4 annas has the top in­
Jcription in five groups, as in Plates Va and 
THE CO
Figure 5. One Half Anna . 

( Ph ot os by B o11trelle} 

Vb of the 2 annas. In Plate IV it is in six 
groups once again , and the side and bottom 
framelines have been moved in to 4 mm. from 
the stamps. None of the above stamps was 
perforated; it was not till 1903 that pin­
perforation was re-introduced. 

Generally speaking, the stamps of this peri­
od and from these plates are more clearly 
printed than those which follow, and at first, 
at any rate, were often as clearly printed as 
the 1881 issue. As a rough and ready guide, 
in the recognition and distinction between the 
three issues, in addition to changes of colour, 
the clearness of the printing is also often a 
useful indica tor, i.e., 

1881 issue. Very clearly printed on white 
imported paper. 

1886 Issue. Clearly printed on good quali­
ty, hand-made paper. 

1903 I ssue. Smudged and blurred printing 
on poor quality, hand-made 
paper. 

3. The Thi rd Issue, 1903-1907 

The One-Anna Value, 1903-07 

During this period some interesting changes 
of design occurred. 

The 1-anna comes from two plates-VII 
and VIII. Major Evans had a complete 
sheet of VII , and noted that the marginal 
inscription is in much smaller type but ~idely 
spaced , and the slanting dash is under the last 
letter of the third word. He states that the 
inscription is 7 mm. from the top row of 
stamps, but the few specimens in the Dorn­
ing-Beckton Collection that apparently be­
long to this plate have the inscription only 
5 mm. from the stamps as in former plates. 
There are framelines all round the sheet. 
The cliches were extremely dirty by this 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. IV 
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Figure 3 . Two Annas. Plate X I. 

( Ph oto by B o11 trclle j 
time, so th at th e des ign can ha rdly be dis­
t ingu ished a t all. No less th an eleven 
cliches were inverted. The shade of Plate 
V II is a pale blue. C liche No. 24 was either 
c lea~ed up or r ecut , as this number in th e 
sheet is ve ry much clea re r th an th e r es t. 
Major E vans possessed th e two top rows 
from a Pl ate V III in which the ma rgin al in­
sc ription is in th e old la rge type, and th ere is 
no slanting dash below th e las t lette r of the 
third wo rd . Major E vans gives th e shade as 
greyish-blue, but it probably is difficult to 
d istinguish from th e shade of Pla te VIL 
TH E COLLECT ORS CL U B PHILAT ELIST, VOL. XXX, N O
Probably th e same number of inverted 
cliches as Pl ate VIL 

The dirty cliches, as noted above, caused 
very smudged prints, th e fr ames in par ticu­
la r show ing prac tically solid colour. So the 
auth orit ies decid ed to try and improve mat­
te rs by recutting th e fr ames, and also clean­
ing up or r ecutting some of the central de­
signs. This, it must be noted, is not a die 
change, but th e work was carried out on each 
cliche separately, w hich is proved by th e fact 
th at th e numbers of lines in the frame vary 
in different cliches and are not constant. This 
. IV 179 
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produced th e vari ety, " 1903 T ype l r e­
dr awn , few er lines in fr ame." ( Fig. l ) 

The lines crossing the fr ames are now 
much fewe r and coarse r th an in th e o riginal 
d ie, and th e corner squares have also been 
.touched up. No. 24 seems to h ave been 
furth er r ecut, especially the centre. P erh aps 
its or igin al cleaning or r ecutting fo r Plate 
VII was to see w hat t he effect of such tre at­
ment would be, and as this was s;i t isfactory, 
more cliches we re th en r ecut and Plate I X 
form ed . 

The r ecutt ing and gener al cleaning up of 
th e cliches did not , however , prevent nine of 
th em being inve rted. Subsequ ently more r e­
cutting was done, as th e authors h ave sever al 
copies, including a tete-beche pair , w hich show 
the entire des ign r ecut. There is still a good 
deal to be learn ed about th ese las t printings 
of th e first types, but th e m ateri al available 
is r ath er scanty. 

The las t pl ate of the l ann a can 1lso be 
found printed upon a white w ove paper of 
European manu facture. Specimens sho uld be 
r egard ed as issued st amps as used copies h ave 
been found , but they a re definitely r a re. 

Plate IX w as issued both imperfora te and 
pin-perforated and in numerous shades, in­
cluding indigo , bright blue, dull blue and 
gray-blue. The inverted cliches are os. I 5, 
18, 23, 27 , 37, 40, 41 , 51, and 64. In the bulk 
of th e cliches all central det ails h ave disap­
pea red , leaving a blank r ect angle of solid 
colo r. C liches Nos. 8, 16, 24, 63 and 64 w ere 
furth er r ecut or cleaned. 

4. The Fourth Issue, 1917- 1918 
and Later 

The P ostal authorities in K athm andu h ave 
supplied th e foll owing information: " In 
1906-1907 new printings of imperforate 
st amps of all values we re made, but we re 
used only to a very limited extent befo re the 
a rrival of th e fi rst P erkins B acon st amps. 
These lates t pr intings of imperforate st amps 
w ere th en w ithdrawn from sale, but th e 
stocks of th e sheets were kep t in th e Trea­
sury. 

In 1917, w hen owing to war conditions 
and th e intensive U~boat campaign, l arge 
Supplies of st amps from E ngland were un­
ce rtain, H . H . th e M ahar aja sanctioned by 
special decree th e use of th e old imperfor ate 
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stocks for official use, and on tdeg;r apr· -tele­
phone forms. The telephone line froIY. K ath­
mandu, connecting wi th th e neares t telegrar;1 
office in British India at R axaul , was opu1ed 
in 1917. A s l arge qu antities of st amps to pre­
pay teleg rams we re soon r equired, the old 
pl a tes we re also used to print furth er sup­
plies of imper fora te st amps as required." 

A high post al offi cial also has st ated th at 
th e orig in al dies, cliches and pla tes of these 
old st amps a re no longe r to be fo und , and it 
is not kn own w hen th ey had been weeded out 
and des t royed . -

5 . The One Anna Value, 1917-1918 

In this period w hen th e stocks of I ann a 
st amps ( from Plate IX) had been used up, 
appa rently th e die and cliches of Plate I X 
could not be found , so th e auth or ities h ad 
an altoge ther new die, d iffe ring in many de­
t ails fro m th e original die of this value pre­
pa red, w hich is called T ype 3 in the cat a­
logues . This is descr ibed as follows : More 
lines in th e fr ame, th e t ablets containing the 
insc riptions a re n arrowe r and the cente rs are 
la rge r bu t devo id of any attempt at a design. 
There a re no marginal inscriptions or frame 
lines. The sheet consists of 64 st amps wi th 
no inve rted cl iches. In th e oute r co rners 
th ere is a pointed, oval obj ect, resembling 
th e head of a spear. F rom this new die a 
pl ate was made w hich we call Plate X . 
Stamps from this pl ate come in a number of 
different shades, th e principal ones being 
blue-black, indigo, gray-blue, ultramarin e, and 
briqht blu e. (Fig. 4 ) 

O ne shee t w as fo und pin-perforated in th e 
T reasu ry stock, but except fo r this no oth er 
pin -perfo rated copies of th is st amp have been 
fo un d. 

6. The Two Annas Value, 1903- 1907 

In th is value also, new discover ies can be 
r eco rd ed among the l ate r prin tings. T he 2 

ann as st amps come from two plates, V II and 
V III , · w ith fr ame l ines all around and a 
marginal inscription at th e top. There are 
only 56 s t amps in th e sheet, in 7 rows of 8, 
so th e in scription had to be altered to give 
th e value of a w hole sheet as 7 R upees in­
stead of 8 Rupees. T he two pl ates differ as 
rega rds th e positions of th e top inscriptions 
LLECTORS CLU B PH ILATELIST, VOL . XX.,X, NO. I V 
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Figure 6. Earliest Cover of the first printing, May 16, 1881. Translation of postmarks: 
(a ) Bara , 3 Jeth 1938 (May 16, 1881 ) (b) Nepal , 4 Jeth 1938 (May 17, 1881) 

(Photo by B outrelle) 
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and the framelines. The shade of Plate VII 
is a deep violet, while Plate VIII comes in 
gray-violet. There was no inverted cliche in 
Plate VII, and of Plate VIII only the two 
top rows, in blocks of 6 and IO are known. 
No: II is inverted while cliche No. 4 is 
badly damaged nearly all around, and was 
discarded in Plate IX. 

Later, probably in 1904 or l90S, there were 
four more related plates. Plate IXa was 
printed in grey-lilac, and cliches Nos. 8, 9, 
19, 49 were inverted. Plate IXb. comes in 
lavender and in an entirely new shade of 
rosy-mauve, and cliches Nos. l, 8, 9, and 19 
were inverted. Plate IXc, in rosy-mauve, had 
six inverted cliches, Nos. 1, 7, 8, 9, 19, and 
SS· This is the only plate to have No. SS 
inverted. Finally, there comes Plate IXd, 
in de ep lilac, or slate-lilac, with cliches Nos. 
7, 8, 9, 19 inverted. All four pl ates con­
tained only s6 cliches. 

This ends the list of 2 annas plates for the 
time being. The printing of this value was 
resumed , after some years, during the First 
World War. 

7. The Two Annas Value, 1917-1918 

Subsequent to Plate IXd, a remarkable 
and interesting range of new settings has 
recently been discovered. The whole series 
may be called Plate X. The first of these, 
Plate Xa, was derived from Plate IXd by 
moving the damaged (and inverted) cliche 
from No. 7 to No. s6, where it is found nor­
mal , but in the process No. 48 became in­
verted (These persist through all the Plate 
X series). Hence the inverted cliches are 
8, 9, 19, 48. The color is Marone. In this 
setting cliche No. l S has developed a small 
dent in the south-west corner. 

The next setting, Xb, .is the same as Xa 
except th at cliche No. lS has become inverted 
and thu s the small dent (now slightly farger) 
appears in the north-east corner. This set­
ting was printed in many different shades, 
i. e., 111arone, pale purple, brown-purple, slate 
purple, magenta, plum. Cliche No. 14 then 
became inverted to form setting Xe which 
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was printed chiefly in Aniline carmine and 
purple. Setting Xd is very similar but with 
cliche No. 18 also inverted . The fifth set­
ting, Xe, has cliche No. 1 also inverted 
(making eight inverted in all) and is found 
also in two new colors, claret and chestnut. 

Cliches Nos. l and 9 then fell out and 
were replaced correctly to form setting Xf, 
which has been found in claret and venetian 
red. 

In setting Xg, cliche No. 9 has again fallen 
out, and not been replaced! This setting is 
found in cinnamon, chestnut, deep brown, 
orange brown. Setting Xh differs from the 
above by the loss of cliche No. 1 as well 
(i.e ., S4 stamps in the sheet). It is found 
in chestnut, chocolate, pale brown, and a 
curious worn or smudged printing in brown. 

In the las t setting, Xi, cliche No. 49 has 
also dropped out (3 gaps, S3 stamps), and 
No. S is inverted (seven in all). This last 
setting is always in bright orange brown, and 
is found only unused. (Fig. 3) 

Of the stamps in this group, a few mint 
sheets of Plate Xh and Xi only were found 
in the old Treasury stock, and a few postally 
used single copies of some of these colors 
have come to light. But our knowledge of 
the remaining settings are obtained from 
blocks and large pieces used on telegraph 
forms after 1917, which have recently been 
discovered. 

A pale brown ink which was not taken up 
properly by the plate was used for some 
sheets of Plate Xh. It is very evident that 
cliches kept dropping out a t frequent inter­
va l, , but why they should so frequootly 
have been replaced inverted is not so evident; 
possibly one of the operators was illiterate, 
and could not tell which way up a cliche 
should be! 

None of these are known pin-perforated. 
In fact all attempts to pin-perforate the 
sheets seem to have been abandoned about 
1904, since the latest settings of the other 
values are also found imperforate. 

The following char t summarizes this in­
teresting series of Plate X: 
OLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. IV 
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No. of No. of No. of inverted 
Setting stamps cliches 

Xa 56 8, 9, 19, 48 
Xb 56 8, 9, 15, 19, 48 

Xe 56 8, 9, 14, 15, 19, 48 
Xd 56 8, 9, 14, 15, 18, 19, 

48 
Xe . 56 1, 8, 9 , 14, 15, 18, 

19, 48 
Xf 56 8, 14, 15 , 18, 19, 48 
Xg 55 8, 14, l 5, l 8, 19, 48 

No. 9 d ropped 
Xh 54 8, 14, 15 , 18, 19, 48 

Nos. l and 9 dropped 
Xi 53 5, 8, 14, 15, 18, 19, 

48. Nos. l , 9 and 49 
dropped 

Total Colors 
inverted 

4 Marone 
5 Marone, pale purple, brown 

pu rp le 
6 aniline carmine, purple 
7 ani line carmine, purple 

8 aniline carmine , purple, claret, 
chestnut 

6 claret, venetian red 
6 chestnut, cinnamon, deep 

brown, orange brown 
6 chestnut, deep brown, choco-

late, pale brown 
7 orange brown 
8. The Four Annas Value, 1903-1907 

During this period the 4 annas value 
showed some variations in the shades of 
green. The first printing is in a bright yel­
low-green shade from Plate V. This Plate 
V has frame lines all around, but the m argi­
nal inscription is much longer than in P late 
IV. Cliche 5+ was again inverted . 

In th e next setting, Plate VI, there were 
no margin al inscriptions nor frame lines. The 
color was a deep bluish green shade and 
cliche 54 was still inverted. Other shades 
recently found include dull green, gray green 
and bright emerald. 

9. The Four Annas Value, 1917- 1918 

The new printings of this period were 
made from Plate VIII , which differed from 
the earlier plates by having cliche No. 56, as 
well as s+. inverted and ou t of alignment. 
Printings from this last plate are often so 
blurred th at it is impossible to see any de­
tails of th e design, or to recognise whether 
a stamp is inverted or not. The color is 
dull green or dark green, but some cliches 
frequently printed much darker th an the nor­
mal. This is quite a common feature of the 
latest imperfora te printings, particularly of 
the Yi ann a inverted cliches and many of the 
2 an nas cliches. Presum ably some of the 
cliches protruded above the others and be­
came over-inked in consequence. 
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This Plate VII has one remarkable fea­
ture. The top right corner cliche (No. 8) is 
not a 4 annas cliche at all, but a 1 anna 
cliche of the redrawn frame variety. We 
thus obtain a rare error. 1 anna green, pro­
duced by a substituted cliche, like such classic 
varieties as the Cape of Good Hope "Wood­
block" I Penny Blue and 4 Pence red, or 
Spain 1851 2 Re ales blue. 

From the above it will be noted that the 
inverted 4 annas is far rarer than the other 
values. This is clearly brought out in the 
special table of inverted cliches of all values 
in Appendix D. 

10. Cliche Flaws and Inverted Cliches 

It has already been briefly mentioned that 
the evidence of cliche flaws and inverted 
cliches gives us a reliable guide to the se­
quence of the different states of the printing 
plates, and thus to the sequence of printings 
and colors when these different st a tes of the 
plates were used . The evidence is the same 
for all values, and before detailing it, the 
conclusions we draw therefrom may be 
briefly summarised: 

( 1) From the commencement-at any rate 
from 1886-to th e end of th e locally pro­
duced stamps, there was no completely new 
plate of any of th e four values, but the origi­
nal pl ates were used throughout. This is 
proved by the constant presence of damaged 
or flaw ed cliches in the same position. 
O. IV 



THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF J EPAL 
( 2) There was however some transfer and 
substitution of individual cliches (which 
were movable). In particular, in all plates 
and values, cliches were liable to drop out 
and be replaced upside down. None of the 
original plates had any inverted cliche; in 
the subsequent states of the plates the num­
ber of inverted cliches began to appear in ones 
and twos, and gradually increased until 
towards the end, particularly in the I anna 
and 2 annas values, a perfect spate of in­
verted cliches is found. This is clearly shown 
in Appendix D, and requires no further com­
ment. 

A short list of damaged cliches and 
cliche flaws of the 2 annas value is given be­
low, and a similar list for the 0 anna is 
given in the next chapter. These prove a 
number of constant cliches in the plates, and 
also some transfers and substitutions. The 
most interesting example of substitution 
however occurs in the last plate (VII) of 
the 4 annas value, where, as already men­
tioned, a I anna redrawn fr ame cliche was 
inserted by error. The 4 annas plate had the 
fewest damaged , flawed , and inverted cliches 
but No. 2 is a conspicuous damaged flaw 
(badly cracked in the bottom frame) which 
occurs unchanged in all the plates examined. 

THE TWO A NAS VALUE 

A-Damaged Cliches ( 5) 
No. I 5-Flaw in south west corner starts 

in Xa and constant thereafter inverted. 
THE C
No. 39-Left margin dented. Found as 
No. 58 in V, and tr ansferred to No. 39 in 
IXc and all the X group. 

No. 56-Left margin dented in the centre. 
Found as No. 8, transferred to No. 7 (-in­
verted) in IXc, and once more shifted to No. 
56 in all th e X group. Its positions in IXa 
and IXb are unknown, but were probably 
No. 8. 

To. 51-N. W . corner broken. Found m 
V, IXd and all the x · group. 

No. 54-Right margin slightly dented in 
centre. Not in V, but found in IXd and the 
X group. 

B-Constant or Semi-constant Flaws (6) 

No. 26-Bend or break in inner left line 
centre, and often a coloured fl aw connecting 
with the central plaque. V, IXc, and all X. 

No. 31-Breaks in the lines of N.E. and 
.W. top corner ornaments, V, IXc, and all 

x. 
No. 35-Similar hreak in N. E. corner or­

nament, IXc, X (? V). 

No. 37-Dots missing in S. E. corner orna­
ment, IXc and all X (? V). 

No. 41-Large coloured flaw in last let­
ter of lower label, connecting it with the 
lower frame. All X, but not IXc. 

No. 45-Bottom letter in right hand label 
partly missing, i.e., I and not T (IXc. all 
X. ? V). 
CHAPTER II 

THE " BOW AND KUKRIS" TYPE 
The Half Anna Value, 1899-1918 

In January, 1899, a new value in an en­
tirely different design appeared, 0 anna, 
printed in a black brown color. The design 
shows a bow and arrow above two uncrossed 
Kukris , on a shaded background inside a cen­
tral oval, which is nearly circular. Above 
and below are two labels, inscribed in Dev­
anagari in color on a white background, on 
top "Gorkha" and at bottom "Adha Anna." 
The whole design is enclosed with a double 
line frame , the measurement of the whole 
design being 23 mm. vertically by 16 mm. 
horizont ally. (Fig. 5) 
O

Major Evans was informed at the time of 
issur th at this stamp was intended solely for 
use upon official correspondence between 
Kathmandu and the Maharaja's camp, but 
the present day postal authorities know 
nothing of this. 

The following details gi~e the availabl e in­
formation on the various printings: 

1899-Plate I. 64 stamps, no inverted 
cliches. Frameline all around , 4y,! mm. dis­
tant from the stamps, without inscription. 
The stamps are very clea rly printed on thin 
good quality local, slightly brown, paper. 
These have also been seen without the frame­
line. 
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TH E POSTA GE STAMPS OF NEPAL 
1902-Plate II. 64 stamps, No. 7 inverted. 
No fr ame lines. Paper varies from coarse 
thin to thick. 

1903-Plate III. Printed in th e rare 
orange vermilion color. 64 stamps, Nos. 6, 
7, 57 inve rted . No fr ameline. Printing not 
very clear. Th is r are stamp was only dis­
covered in 1941. Why the color was 
changed has been a puzzle, as offici al reco rds 
in epal throw no light uoon it. About this 
period, however, there was a half anna post 
card, printed in the identical orange vermil­
ion shade, and it has been suggested th at the 
authorities decided to synchronise th e color 
of the 2 pice stamp with the 2 pice post card. 

The Half Anna Value, 1917-1918 
Plate IV. In black brown. 64 stamps. 

Nos. 6, 7, 8 and 57 inverted. 
Plate V. In black brown. 64 stamps. 

Nos. 1, 6, 7, 8 and 57 inverted. 
Plate VI. In black brown. 64 stamps. 
os. 6, 7, 8, 25 and 57 inverted. 
Plate VII. In black brown and gray. 64 

stamps. Nos. 1, 6, 7, 8, 25 , and 57 inverted . 
Plate VIII. D erived from Plate VII by 

cutting off the bottom row of 8 stamps (Nos. 
57-64). Hence there are only 56 stamps. 
Nos. 1, 6, 7, 8 and 25 are inverted. This was 
the las t printing and some complete sheets 
still exis t in th e K athm and u Treasury. 

As for the 2 annas, we shall now see how 
damaged cliches and plating fl aws indicate 
constant , transfe rred and substituted cliches. 

A.-DAMAGED CLICHES (2). 

No. 6 (in Plate I) .-Fl attened base. This 
is found transferred to No. 7, and inverted, 
in Pl ates III and IV, and again tr ansferred 
and inverted to No. I in Plates V and VI. 

No. 17.-Flattened top. Found in this 
position in all pla tes . 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, 
B.-CONSTANT OR SEMI-CON­
STANT FLAWS (13) . 

No. 7 (in Plate I) .-Bend in upper line 
above th e first letter. This is found trans­
ferred and inverted to No. 6 in Plates III 
to VIII. 

Nos. 9, 27, · 36, 41.-0uter left line thin 
and touches the inner line left of th e lower 
l abel. All plates. 

No. 19.-Inner line bent below th e first 
letter of lower label. All P lates. 

No. 20--Inner line thickened left of upper 
label. All Plates. 

No. 32.-Inner and outer lines close on 
left of upper label. A ll plates. 

Nos. 35, 48.-Break in inner line above 
second letter of upper label. All plates. 

No. 40.-Break in outer line S. W. of up­
per l abel. All plates. 

No. 44.-Break in outer right line and 
flaw about 1/3 up from base. All plates. 

o. 50--Colored flaw between framelines 
S.W. of upper label. All plates. 

No. 56.-Break in center of the upper line. 
All pl ates. 

C.-NEW OR TRANSFERRED 
CLICHES (4) . 

No. 1.-In Plates I to V and appearing as 
No. 7 to VIII, in w hich former cliche No. 7 
becomes No. I. 

No. 25.-In Plate I di~appears and a new 
cliche appears in Plates III and IV, is also 
found inverted in V and VI. Break in in­
ner line and fl aw above th e first letter in the 
upper label. 

No. 42.-Blister in center of outer right 
line. In Plates V and VI only. 

No. 57.-New cliche fou nd (inverted) in 
Plates III to V. Outer line thin and touches 
inner lef t of upper label. 
CHAPTER Ill 
THE "SRI PASHUPATI" TYPES 
1. 1907 
In 1906 His late Highness Maharaja 

Chandra Shumsher Jung Bahadur R ana, who 
had comm enced his long rule as Prime M inis­
te r abou t six years before, decided to im­
prove and modern ise th e postage stamps of 
Nepal, and Messrs. P erkins Bacon & Co., 
obtai ned th e contract . In October, 1906, a 
N

sketch was prepared by thi s fi rm. The sketch 
was sent to Nepal for approval, as engraving 
was not sta rted until June 24, 1907. The 
stamps we re issued later in the same year. 
They produced a stand ard design for each of 
the four values-2, 4, 8 and 16 pice, differ­
ing only in the marginal values. This stan­
dard design was as follows: 
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THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF NEPAL 
Figure 7. Designs of the " Sri Pashupati" types. Left to ri ght , top row: 8 Pice , 1907 , 
8 Pice , 1929, 8 Pice , 1935 ; Bottom row: l Rupee, 5 Rupees . 

(Photo by Bo11trt l!e j 
In the centre of an oblong rectangular 
frame is a diagramm atic view of the Hima­
l ayas, stretching from the Snowy R ange 
(Himal) at the back to the jungles and 
grassy savannahs of the T erai in the front. 
In the centre is shown th e Patron God of 
Nepal, Sri Pashupati (one particular form 
or incarnation of Shiva Mahadeva), holding 
in one hand the Trident and in another a 
black buck, wearing round his neck a snake 
and a necklace of fruits (rudraksha). This 
representation is copied from the lingam in 
the sacred temple of Sri P ashupatin ath near 
Kathm andu. 

In the rectangular framework round the 
central picture there are two lines of in­
scriptions in the Devanagari script, reading 
as follows: 

(a) In white on a solid background: 

On top, "Sri Pasupati." 
On bottom, "Gurkha Sirkar." 
On sides, the values, "Duipaisa" 

"Charpaisa," etc. 

(b) In colour on a white background, on 
sides and top the inscription is in Sanskrit, 
and reads clockwise: 

" Jan ani J anmabhumischa Swargadapi 
Gariyasi" i.e., "Mother and also Motherland 
are mightier even th an Heaven." In the bot­
tom corner is the year of. production i.e., 
Samvat 1964, Nepali era (=A.D. 1907). 
(Fig. 7) 
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There were 'J)robably single dies engraved 
on steel (although we have not seen them 
nor found any die proofs), and engraved 
plates containing IOO impressions (IO rows of 
IO stamps) were made; without any marginal 
in scription. The engraved design of a single 
impression measures 24 by 18 mm., w hile the 
perforated stamp me asures 27 by 20Yz mm. 
The sheets of all values were printed on 
white wove unwatermarked paper, and per­
forated 13 ;)i . In August, 1913, all four val­
ues were again printed from repaired plates. 
What form th ese repairs took is unknown. 
Two distinct shades of both the 2 Pice and 
16 Pice are known , 2 Pice Brown and Red 
brown, and 16-pice purple and 1·eddish-purple. 
Both the l atter are probably from this second 
printing. 

The 4, 8 and 16 pice can be found on un­
usually thin paper, the shade of the 8 pice 
being a pale carmine. This may be a war­
emergency printing. 

2. 1929 

In 1929, not 1931 (as recorded in Gib­
bons' catalogue), a new issue was prepared, 
with slight changes in the design. Thus in 
the top inscription, the third character was 
corrected to Sh, to read "Pashupati" while 
the bottom inscription now reads "Nepal 
Sirkar." (Fig. 7) Also the perforation 
was altered to a spacing of 27 by 21 Yz mm. , 
thus giving l mm. more white space be-
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tween vertical pairs and IO mm., in whole 
sheets. At the same time, the number of 
values in the set was increased, the new 
values being 24 and 32 pice in the same de­
sign, and Re. l and Rs. 5 in slightly l arger 
designs, the stamps of these two higher val­
ues being 26 by 190 mm., and 27 by 217"1 
mm., respectively. (Fig. 7) Single dies of all 
values were made, but there are two dies and 
two printing plates of the highest value (Rs. 
5) showing respectively the rectangular 
frame, with blank centre and the centre with 
no frame . (No "inverted centre" error is 
known, but is not impossible for the Rs. 5 
value). 

3. 1935 

In Samvat 1922 (A.D. 1935) a new issue 
and new printings of all values below Re. I 

were made, the date in the lower corners be­
ing co rrected to 1992 (Fig. 7) but no other 
details were altered in the designs; this issue 
had escaped Gibbons' eagle eye for new is­
sues. As large stocks of the Re. l and Rs. 5 
v2 lues were still available, no new issue was 
made of these two values, and the current 
Re. r and Rs. 5 stamps are still dated "1986. 

PRINTED BY PERKINS BACON & CO. 

Recess. White wove paper. No wmk. Perf. 
13,0 14 

1907. Dated S. 1964. 
2 pice, brown 
2 pice, red brown 
4 pice, green 
8 pice, carmine 

16 pice, purple 
16 pice, reddish-pur. 

1929. Dated S . . 1986. 
2 pice, brown 
4 pice, green 
8 pice, scarlet 

I 6 pice, purple 
24 pice, orange 
32 pice, blue 

I rupee, vermilion 
5 rupees, bl ack and 

red-brown 

1935 . Dated S. 1992. 
2 pice, brown 
4 pice, green 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, 
8 pice, scarlet 
16 pice, purple 
24 pice, orange 
32 pice, blue 

4. 1941 Onwards 

With the outbreak of World War II , the 
Battle of Britain , and the submarine cam­
paign, it became impossible to obtain regular 
supplies of stamps from London, and as sup­
plies of the different values ran short, steps 
were taken to print them locally. The 8 
pice (red) value r an short in 1941, and the 
2 and 4 pice values in 1942. The Re. I value 
ran short in November, 1944, and the re­
maining values in 1946. 

The method of printing these stamps lo­
cally is interesting. A sheet of the 8 pice 
stamps dated 1992 (=1935) printed in Lon­
don was reduced to ro rows of 4 stamps, and 
this was carefully photographed. (The 
camera would not take in more stamps). 
From this negative a copper plate of 40 im­
pressions was made by a photographic proc­
ess, which, of course, showed the image of 
the original perforations, and these had to be 
cut out. The pl ate is fixed in a hand print­
ing frame , and imperforate sheets, previously 
gummed, are rapidly printed off. These are 
then t aken to the perforating machine, a 
single line machine worked by hand , involv­
ing 17 separate operations for each sheet. 
This creates a bottleneck in the process of 
manufacture, since it takes two weeks to 
perforate one days output of the press. To 
start with , 200 sheets or 8,ooo stamps were 
printed on w hite wove, unwatermarked pa­
per, perforated 10,0, I I, without any lines 
or inscriptions in th e margin. Then some­
thing went wrong wi th the machine and it 
was repaired. The second printing shows a 
red marginal line all around and a red in­
scription on either side of the sheet, in Ne­
pali, meaning: "Eight pice rate stamps. 
Pieces 40. I sheet price Rs. 3-20. Gurkha 
Patra Press." Of this second printing many 
thousand sheets were printed. (Fig. 19) 

The locally printed stamps are quite dis­
tinct in appearance and shade from the Lon­
don printed stamps of similar design, the im­
pression being much less clear and the shad­
ing more blotchy. 
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. . . . .. . . . . . . . . 

Figure 8. Two Pice , local printi n g. 

Copper pl ates have been made m a similar 
manner for the following: 

2, 4 and 8 pice size 4x 10 
16, 24 and 32 size 4x7 

rupee size 5x5 
5 rupees size 3x6 

The pl ate for the 5 rupees value h as not 
been brought into use. The first day of is­
sue was June 1, 1941 for the locally printed 
8 pice value. 

The local printing h ad to contend with 
various difficulties. The pape r was machin°e 
m ade and. imported. In th e first three years , 
owing to the paper famine or other ca uses, 
three varieties and two sizes of paper were 
obtained. The color also was variable. The 
three values were printed in two or three 
m arked shad e of brow n (2 pice), Green (4 
pice), and 1· e,d ( 8 pice). In one case also 
there was a genuine error , some sheets of the 
2 pice value being printed in green, the color 
of the 4 pice st amp. Fin ally the bottle neck 
of perforation , as descended above, inevitably 
gave trouble. The unfortunate operator of 
the perforating machine always felt hustled , 
so that he occasionally forgot to perfora te 
parts of the sheet. Thus, from the stamp 
collectors point of view, the period of local 
printing was a very interesting time. 
188 THE 
Figure 9. Four Pice , local printing. 

In the COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST of 
Apri l, 1949, Mr. H ave rbeck published a de­
tailed description of th e locally printed, typo­
graphed stamps of 1941-1947. This is now 
incorporated in this work with one or two 
minor additions to !:-ring it up to date. 

During these seven years, th ere were eight 
or n!ne printings of the 2, 4, and 8 pice values, 
two of th e 1 rupee valne, and on·e only of the 
r6, 24 and 32 pice values. The maj or char­
acteristics of each one are as follows: 

I st Printing :-A. June 1941 , 8 pice only, 
on smooth cream wove paper. B. Between 
July, 1941 and September, 1943, 2, 4, and 8 
pice, on smooth wh ite wove paper. 40 st amps 
to the sheet. 

2nd Printing:-Octobe r to December 1943, 
2, 4 and 8 pice, on smooth , cream wove paper. 
36 st amps to th e sheet . One row of four 
st amps was removed from each plate be­
cause a smaller size paper was th e only kind 
available. (The 2 pice st amp of this print­
ing is very r are . Smyth ies reports th at only 
l sheet is known ). 

3rd Printing :- J an u ary, 1944, 2, 4 and 8 
pice on rough w hite wove paper. 36 st amps 
to th e sheet. 

4th Printing :-March 19+5, 2, 4 and 8 
pice in sheets of 36 on smooth toned wove 
paper. The 1 rupee was also printed about 
thi s time on th e rough white wove paper 
used for the 3rd printing. 
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5th Printing:-J anuary, 1946, 8 pice m 
sheets of 36 on smooth w hite wove paper. 

6th Printing :- April 1946, This is th e 
la rges t printing, consisting of th e 2, 4, 8, 
16, 24, 32 pice and l rupee on smooth white 
wove paper. The 2, 4 and 8 pice stamps in 
sheets of 36; th e 16, 24 and 32 pice in shee ts 
of 28, and th e l rupee in sheets of 25 stamps. 

7th Printing :-This is the final printing of 
these st amps. It was made in th e early part 
of 1948. It consisted of the 2, 4 and 8 pice 
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Figure l 0 . Ei gh t Pice , first print ing. 
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Figure 11. Ei ght Pice, second printing. 
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on smoo th white wove paper, in colors very 
similar to the April, 1946 printing. 

With th e exception of th e first plate of the 
8 pice, and th e 24 and 32 pice, and the I 

rupee st amps, all of the plates had m arginal 
lines and in scr iptions. These ma rginal lines 
and inscriptions afford another guide to the 
printings w hen th ey are av ailable for study. 
In th e t ables that follow the v arious print­
ings are t abulated to show th e maj or identi­
fyin g ch arac teristics of each one. 
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F igu~e 12. Eight Pice, fifth printing. 
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TABLE 1 

The 2 pice stamp Fig. 8 

Printing Date Color Paper Marginal lines and Inscriptions Si:z:e of Sheet 
-

1. April 1942 deep brown smooth white left: 69 m.m . right 66 m .m. 40 (4 x 10) 
wove 

2. December pale brown smoot h wh ite left : 69 m.m. right 70 m .m. 40 (4 x 10 ) 
1942 wove 

3. June 1943 pale brown , smooth white both 72 m .m. 40 (4 x l 0) 
chocolate, wove 
deep to 
pale yellow 
green (e rror) 

4. October- deep brown smooth unknown . Smythies repo rts only 
December cream wove l sheet of 36 stamps printed . 

1943 
- · 

5. January Pale brown, rough white left: 70 m.m . right 71 m .m. low- 36 (4 x 9) 
1944 deep brown, wove est row having been removed . 

sepia 
6. March brown smooth toned both 70 m.m. 36 (4 x 9) 

1945 wove 
7. April 1946 pale brown smooth white both 69 m .m . Samvat date 2003 36 (4x 9 ) 

wove ( 1946 A.D.l included. 
8. Early 1948 brown smooth white both l 09 m .m . date changed to 36 (4 x 9 ) 

wove Samvat 2004, (1947 A.D.l 

TABLE 2 

The 4 pice stamp Fig. 9 

-

Print ing Date Color Paper Marginal line s and Inscriptions S1:z: e of Sheet 

1. April 1942 deep green smooth Left : 73 m.m . Right 72 m .m . 40 (4 x l 0) 
white wove Gujrati 4 ( 'I{ ) in "40" of 

inscription 
2 . Decembe r deep green smooth Insc ripti on rese t and shifted. 40 (4 x 10) 

1942 white wove Same measurement Devanagari 
4 ( 8 ) in "40" of inscripti on. -----

3. October pale yellow smooth Un known. Very few copies 36 (4 x 9) 
1943 green cream wove known . Top row of stamps 

removed . 
4. January pale green , rough white Left: 76 m.m. Right 74 m.m. 36 (4 x 9) 

1944 deep green wove 
5. October deep green smooth Left: 75 m.m. Right 72 m.m. 36 (4 x 9) 

1944 white wove Right margin perforated. 
6. March pale yellow smooth Both 72 m.m . 36 (4 x 9) 

1945 green toned wove 
7. October pale green smooth Left: 74 m.m. Right 73 m.m . 36 (4 x 9) 

1945 white wove Left and ri ght inscriptions differ 
in the figure 4. 

8. April 1946 deep green smooth Date included in inscription. 36 (4 x 9) 
I toned wove Samvat 2003 (1946 A.D. l -

9. Ea rly 1948 yellow green I smooth , Both 109 m.m. Date changed to 36 (4 x 9) 
white wove Samvat 2004, ( 1947 A.D.l 

I 
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Fi gure 14. Ei ght Pice, e ighth printing. 
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Figure 1 5 . Six teen Pice. 
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Fi gure 13. Eigh t Pice, seventh printi ng. 
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Fi gure 17. Th i rty- two Pice. 
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Fi gure 18. One Rupee. 

Figure 16. Twenty-fou r Pice. 
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Figure 19. Complete sheet of Two Pice, illustrating the typical format of all sheets. Note 
evidence of incomplete burring aw.ay of perfora tion imp;essions at left . 
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TABLE 3 

The 8 pice stamp 

Fi gs. 10-14 

Printing Date I Color Paper 
I 

l. June 194 1 I sca rle t smooth 
Fig. 10 ' c ream wove 

2. Ju ly 1941 deep smooth 
Fig. 11 carmi ne w h ite wove 

3. Ju ne 1943 pale smooth 
ca rmi ne w h ite wove 

4 . October rose red smooth 
1943 cream wove 

Ja nuary deep rough white 
Fig. 12 1944 scarlet wove 

6. Ma rch ca rmine, smooth 
1945 pa le rose toned wove 

7 . 1 January rose smooth 
Fig. 13 1946 toned wove 

8 . . April 1946 deep rose smooth 
Fig. 14 w h ite wove 

9 . Early 1948 1 deep rose smooth 
white wove 

Marginal lines and Inscriptions Si ze of Sheet 

None. 40 (4 x 10 ) 

Margi na l lines a ll a round, left: 69 40 (4 x 10) 
m.m., right 71 m.m. Gu jrati 4 '6 
in 40 marginal inscriptions. 
lef t: 74 m.m. right 73 m.m. De- 40 (4 x 10) 
vanagari 4 ( 8 in 40 of marginal 
inscriptions. 
left: 77 m.m ., righ t 75 m.m. set- 36 (4 x 9) 
t ing of 36 stamps, lowest row 
having been removed. Very few 
of t his printing known. 
both 75 m.m 36 (4 x 9) 

both 76 m .m. 36 (4 x 9 ) 

3 marginal lines vertically. 36 (4 x 9) 

date included in inscription. 36 (4 x 9 ) 
(Samvat) 2003, ( 1946 A. D.l 
bot h 109 m.m. date changed to 36 (4 x 9 ) 
Samvat 2004, !A. D. 1947 ). 
TABLE 4 

The 16, 24 and 32 pice and I rupee 

There is only one printing of the 16, 24 

and 32 pice stamps. The 16 pice comes on 
the smooth white wove paper in two marked 
sh ades, pale purple brown and deep brown. 
This printing was done in April, 1946, and 
the marginal inscriptions a re characterised by 
the presence of the da te, Samvat 2003 , 1946 
AD.* 

There are 28 stamps to the sheet (4 x 7) 
Fig. 15) 

* The Samvat era as referred to in th e tabl e is the 
Hindu lun ar cal end ar. It is in common usage through­
out l ndi a together with the Mohammedan and Chri st ­
ian ca lend ars. The Samvat year 2 004 bega n on 
Thursda y, 13 November, 1947 and ended on Monda y, 
r November, I9-l8. 
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The 24 pice is found on the smooth white 
wove papf.' r and is l)rinted in orange color. 
The prin~ing was m ade in April, 1946. There 
a re no margin al lines or inscriptions and the 
sheet consists of 28 stamps (4 x 7) (Fig. 16) 

The 32 pice comes on the smooth white 
wove paper and its color is deep blue. The 
printing was made in April, 1946. There are 
no marginal lines or inscriptions. The sheet 
consists of 28 stamps (4 x 7) (Fig. l 7) 

The l rupee was printed between January, 
19.J.4 and March , 1945, again in April, 1946. 
It is found on the rough white wove paper 
which is characteristic of the January, 1944 
printings. The sheet consists of 25 stamps 
(5 x 5) , (Fig. 18) . There are two marked 
color shades, a deep and a pale orange brown. 
There are no marginal lines or inscriptions. 

This concludes the description of the locally 
printed typographed stamps. 

(To be Continued.) 
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GREAT BRITAIN 

T he Rotogravure Varieties 

By F. E. SELLMANSBERGER * 
Rotog :·avure printing of stamps was intro­
duced by Great Britain in I934, with the 
George V printings of the experimental peri­
od. This method of stamp production has 
continued on successive issues up to the 
present. Since rotogravure cylinders are lit­
erally "photo-intaglio-engraved," varieties oc­
cur as in making intaglio plates by the older 
Perkins process, but with different occasions 
for their coming into existence. In an earlier 
article on these rotogravure-printed stamps of 
the United Kingdom ,! numerous of the stamp 
varieties and the various forms of marginal 
markings such as "control" or cylinder num­
bers, have been discussed. The development 
of the sheet borders is fully covered in that 
article. 

The present article is designed to assemble 
into one place for convenient use, the infor­
mation that is now to be had on all the varie­
ties of the stamps of Great Britain made by 
rotog ravure, previous to the U. P. U. series 
of 19+9· Such varieties as have been de­
scribed, and in many cases illustrated, in the 
earlier article mentioned t are merely listed 
with brief mention and reference to the locus 
of full r eport. Varieties not hitherto report­
ed are here given in full. 

The reason for the appearance of any 
va riety on a rotogravure-printed stamp can 
norm all y be known from examination of the 
finish ed stamp in the light of knowledge of 
th e mann er of production . In this w ay it is 

* I am indebted to Messrs. J. B. Wilson, late Hon. 
Secreta ry of the Norwood (Engl and) Philatelic So­
ciety; W. H . S. Cheav in , F .R.M.S., F.R.E.S. , 
F.R .P.S.L. : and A. L. Bert for much aid on thi s 
a rticle. Mr. Chea vin made the photog raphs from 
ite ms in hi s collection and that of Mr. Wil son. Most 
of the positions were supplied by Mr. Bert from his 
reference works on the varietie s of these issues. 
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possible to distinguish genuine varieties from 
ephemeral freaks, which appear on one or a 
few copies temporarily during a run on the 
presses. 

The British do not use the term "rotogra­
vure" but prefer "rotary photogravure." In 
this article, we adhere to American usage. 

The following are the only rotogravure 
varieties known , up to the U. P. U. com­
memoratives. 

I934-36 IssuE: 

y;? d (Scott 210): In two sizes. Discussed, 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, 
April I948, page 35. I8.o mm. and 
I 8.5 mm. high (the larger ones 
earlier). 

y;? d (Scott 210): Inverted watermark, 
from booklet panes. Discussed, 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, 
April , I948, page 40. 

Yz d (Used for Scott 2IO; not listed): 
"Poached egg" label. Described, 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, 
April , I948, page 4I, bottom of col­
umn I and on into column 2. 

Id (Scott 2 I I) : V ariatio~s in lines of 
King's beard. Described and ex­
plained , COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT­
ELIST, April, I948, page 33, column 
I. 

rd (Scott 21 r): "Confetti" variety : white 
disc on stamp. Described and ex­
plained , COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT­
ELIST, April, 1948, page 33, column 
2. 

t J. A. Perkins with F. A. Sellmansberger, "Rotary 
Printings by Photogravure." COLLE CTOR S CLUB 

PHILATELI ST, Vol. 27, Nos. 1, 2 (January and April 
19~9 ) . 
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ROTOGRAVURE VARIETIES OF GREAT BRITAIN 
Id (Scott 2 I I ) : In three sizes. Discussed 
and explained, COLLECTORS Cr.uB 
PHILATELIST, April, 1948, pages 32, 
35, 36, 37. 

r Y, d (Scott 212): Variations in lines of 
King's beard. Described and ex­
plained, COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT­
ELIST, April , 1948, page 33, column 
I. 

I Y, d (Scott 212): "Confetti" variety: 
white disc on stamp. Described and 
explained, COLLECTORS CLUB PHI­
LATELIST, April , 1948, page 33, col­
umn 2. 

I Y, d (Scott 2I2): In three sizes. Discussed 
and illustrated, COLLECTORS CLUB 
PHILATELIST, April, 1948, pages 
32, 35, 36. I8.7 mm., I8.2 mm., i8.o 
mm. high. 

rY,d (Scott 2I2): Flaw at top right and 
retouch of same (small size stamp). 
Described, COLLECTORS CLUB PHI­
LATELIST, April', I948, page 36. 

I Y, d (Scott 2 I 2) : Inverted watermark, 
from booklet panes. Discussed, 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, 
April, I948, page 40. 

2d (Scott 2 I 3) : In two sizes. Discussed, 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, 
April, I948, pages 32, 35, 37. 18.5 
mm. and 18.1 mm. high. 

I935 SILVER JUBILEE ISSUE: 

Y, d (Scott 226): Three types. Fully de­
scribed, COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT­
ELIST, April, 1948, page 42, col­
umn 2. 

rd (Scott 227): Two types. Fully de­
scribed, COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT­
ELIST, April, I948, page 42, column 
2. (Possibly three types). 

I Y, d (Scott 228): Three types. Fully de­
scribed, COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT­
ELIST, April, 1948, page 42, column 2. 

2Y, d (Scott 229): Printed in Prussian 
blue* (trial color printing, issued 
by mistake) . Described, with full 
history, COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT­
ELIST, April 1948, page 42, column 2. 

*The name "Prussian Blue" for the greenish blu e 
here used is probably a mi snomer, as the pigment used 
is evidently not ferric ferrocyanide. Like most color 
names derived from particular pigments, its philatelic 
use, howe ver established or customary, is a source of 
<onfusion-S. G. R1cH. 
THE CO
I 93 7 Co RON ATION Iss UE: 

I Y, d (Scott 234): "Ray flaw" variety. De­
scribed, illustrated, and correction 
of it shown, COLLECTORS CLUB PHI­
LATELIST, April, 1948, page 49. 

I Y, d (Scott 234) : "Pearl" variety. De­
scribed and illus

0
trated, C~LLECTORS 

CLUB PHILATELIST, Apnl, I948, 
page 49. 

r Y, d (Scott 234): "Colon" variety. De­
scribed and illustrated, COLLECTORS 
CLUB PHILATELIST, April , I948, 
page 50. 

I Y, d (Scott 234) : "Comet" variety. De­
scribed and illustrated , COLLECTORS 
CLUB PHILATELIST, April, I948, 
page 50. 

r Y, d (Scott 234): "Spurred A" variety. 
Described and illustrated, COLLECT­
ORS CLUB PHILATELIST, April, I948, 
page 50. 

194I-42 GEORGE VI "UNIFIED ISSUE": 

Y, d, rd, r Y, d, 2d, 2Y, d, 3d (Scott 258-263): 
"Die II " or "Plate II" or "Condi­
tion II." See article by present 
author, COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT­
ELIST, July, 1948, pages 43 and 44, 
in which this variation is fully de­
scribed, illustrated and explained. 
Also described briefly, COLLECTORS 
CLUB PHILATELIST, April, 1948, 
page 44, column r. 

2Y, d (Scott 262): 

An interesting variety has turned up in 
the 2Y, d stamp of the George VI Unified 
Issue. Known as the "b for D" variety, it 
consists in a small triangular extension of 
the upper part of the pence indication D, 
making it appear as a b. This occurs on 
stamp 3 of row 18 from cylinder 239 with 
period. This variety is pictured in Fig. r. 

Since this flaw is known to occur only on 
printings from this one cylinder, we know it 
is not a multipositive flaw, but a "gelatine 
flaw" caused by a narrow bubble of air under 
the gelatine. The etching fluid could not 
penetrate the bubble. Hence the cylinder was 
not diminished at this point. Because the 
printing was intaglio, the spot shows in white. 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. IV 
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2-,9, : 

• • • • • • •• • ••;t• • ••• •:•• ••••• , •••••• :· •••••• ., ••.•••. =~ 
Fig. l "b" for " D" on 2 V2d. 
3d (Scott 263) : 

Probably the most noticeable variety in the 
George V Unified I ssue occurs on the 3d 
s t amp. The arrows at th e top and the bot­
tom of all printings from cylind er 27 w ithout 
period have been misplaced and corrected. 
This is shown in Fig. 2. 

At tention is called to th e article in th e 
COLLECTORS CLUB P H ILATELIST of J anuary, 
I9+8, and th e comm ent o·n page 12, st a ting 
that cylind er markings are usually added by 
me ans of local etch ing through sm all pieces 
of carbon ti ss ue. H ere, as seen, th ey were 
placed one stamp too far to th e right. By 
means of line engr aving, they were crossed 
out and new ones made. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, N
I947 VICTORY AND PEACE ISSUE: 

3d (Scott 265): Shiny su rface. D escribed, 
explained and illustrated , COLLECT­
ORS CLUB PHILATELIST, April , 1948, 
pages 5 I, 85 . Ascribed to a different 
ink, second printing . 

. 3d (Scott 265) : "Seven Berries'.' variety. 
D esc ribed and illustrated, COLLECT­
ORS CLUB PHI LATELIST, April, 1948, 
pages 5I , 85 . 

r948 SILVER W EDDING IssuE: 

20 d (Scott 267): 

Only two varieties h ave thu s far been seen 
on Silver Wedding st amps . They a re both on 
• 
• • • • • • • • • • .. 
• • ····················-·································· - ~ ·~ 
• • • • • • • • • • • . . 
• • • • -c • 

Fig. 2 Arrr; ws relocated on 3d. 

• • • • • .. 
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R OTOG R AVU R E VARIE TI E S O F GR EAT BR I T A I N 
Fig . 3 " Black Diamond" 

Fi g. 4 Gelatine flaw 

Fig. 5 " Ex tra Island " 
the 2Y, d, each from one of th e panes of cylin ­
der 5 (w ith and w ithout period ) . The 2Y, d 
was printed f rom fo ur cylinders : Nos. I , 4, 
5, and 6. Surely th en, th e va ri a tion oc­
curred in th e prepa ration of cylinder 5, and 
th e multiposit ive is not at fa ult. The absence 
of th e va rieties from cylind er 6, made l ater , 
is clinching evidence fo r this. 

On printings from the left pane of cylin­
der 5 w ithout period, st amp I of row I 5 

shows a Black Diamond on the Queen's 
THE C
shoulde r. Since th ese printings we re intaglio, 

we know th at an ex t ra depression existed in 

th e metal at this point. W e are lef t only 

th e pres umption th at a ca reless worker 's tool 

( perh aps an engrave r 's burin, for entering 

th e pl ate number and other m arginal m ark­

ings) indented th e metal there.* 

* Mr. S. G . Rich suggests that perh aps th is was a 
fla w ex ist in g in the meta l. 
OLLECTORS CLUB P HILATELIST, VOL. XXX, N O. I V 



ROTOGRAVURE VARIETIES OF GREAT BRITAIN 
Fig . 6 " Extra Island" off Gold Coast 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, N
Fig. 7 "Extra berry" 
This variety is shown in Fig. 3, on the 
s tamp of the left column. 

Printings from the right pane of this same 
cylinder 5 \.vith period show a "gelatine flaw" 
-0 n stamp 2 of row I4. The etching fluid 
co uld not penetrate a narrow bubble in the 
gelatine at this point. It thus appears as if 
the Queen has an extra tooth. 

This variety is shown in Fig. 4, on the 
s tamp at the right. 

1948 OLYMPIC GAMES ISSUE: 

2)1'.! d (Scott 271): 

On both right and left panes of cylinder 2 
(wi th and without period) of the 2)1'.! d, one 
s tamp in each shows what seems to be an 
extra island. These doubtless were caused 
O

by indentations from the burin of some care­
less engraver, as with the "Black Diamond" 
on the 2)1'.! d Silver Wedding stamp just men­
tioned. In the left pane, it is seen on stamp 
2 of row 12, and appears as an extra island 
off the Gold Coast in West Africa. This is 
shown in Fig. 5, on the stamp on the right. 
In the right pane, it appears as an extra isl­
and between Africa and Madagascar, on 
stamp 3 of row I 7. In Fig. 6 this is the top 
stamp. 

Stamp I of row 19 from left panes, on 
printings of the 2)1'.! d from both cylinder 2 
without period and cylinder 3 without period, 
shows what appears to be an extra berry. 
The berry appears toward the base of the 
under side of the fourth leaf on the right­
hand side of the right-hand spray, directly 
. IV 199 



ROTO G RA VU RE VARI E TIES O F GR E AT BRIT A I N 
Fig. 8 Ear V ar ie t ies 
200 THE COL
Fig. 9 " T ear Drop " 
oppos ite th e King's eye. Since this fa ult ap­
pears on both cylinders, we know th at it is 
not a fl aw in th e cylind ers, but th at it ap­
pea red on th e multipositive itself. It is 
shown in F ig. 7, on th e center st amp. 

Printings of th e 2.Vz d st amp from cylinder . 
2 w ith pe"r iod show two more fl aws in th e 
right pane. St amp l o f row 17 shows th e 
King appea ring as if he wo re an ea rring in 
th e low er part of his ea r lobe. Stamp l of 
row 19 shows his ea r as if split a t the back 
of th e lowe r part. 

Since both of th ese varieties a re caused by 
additional ink being r etained by th e cylinder 
in intaglio printing, again they were undoubt­
edly caused by scratches on th e cyl inder from 
a careless engrave r 's bu rin.* Both faults a re 
shown in F ig. 8, on th e st amps at the lef t. 
The fi rst fl aw is in th e first row of th e illus­
tra tion: the oth er in th e third row . 

A little-known va rie ty occurs in stamp 4 
of row .J. of 2 .Vz d O lympics printed from cyl­
inde r 2 w ith out per iod, in th e left pane. 
Known as th e "T ea r in th e King's Eye" va­
riety, th e st amp show s an addition al fa irly 
co nspicuous dot of ink her e. App arently th is 
is ca used by th e pro tective gelatine not h av­
ing bee n present. This could happen only if 
th e ge la tine coating did not completely cover , 

* The tw o s imil ar fl aws on the sa me sites on two 
sta mp s so close togethe r suggest the possibility that 
the t wo occurred as the res ult of one accid ent , in 
w hich the go ug ing impl eme nt hit the pl ate t w ice in its 
t rave l. Mr. S. G. Rich brings in this idea. 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATEL IST, VOL. XXX, NO. IV 
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Fig. l 0 Flaw in Crown and variant "3" 

Fig. 11 Crown norrnai and va riant "3" 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHJLATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. IV 201 



RO TOG R AVU R E VA RI ET I ES OF G R EAT BRI TAIN 
Fig. 12 Broken 2nd pa ral le l line 

.. .... . 
••••••••••••••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• ..UU:W~!U~:illroiU.1: 
••o••••••••••••• , .................................................... . 

Fi g. 1 3- Retouches 
and allowed th e acid to etch th e metal at th is 
spot on the nose. The very da rk appear ance 
of the point fu r ther supports this view. In 
Fig. 9, this va riety appear s in th e middle ·row. 

3d ( Scott272 ): 

A very noticeable " Flaw in th e Crown" 
shows up on st amp 2 of row 20 of the 3d 
Olympics. It is seen on most printings from 
cylinder I w ithout period in th e lef t pane. 
W e are told th at this fl aw developed late in 
th e printing, and th at th e printings appar ently 
passed th rough several st ages before the defi­
nite fl aw appear ed. Since th e cyl inder showed 
no fl aw on early printings, and because of 
the shape of thi s w hite fault, we a r e certain 
th at it was not a simple "gel atine fl aw." It 
was clearly the r esult of accumulated fo r eign 
m a tter, perh aps dried ink, in the tiny ro to­
g r avure cups. Also, we are told th at the 
sheet number s show th a t all printings without 
202 T HE CO
the fl aw w er e among th e firs t ones m ade from 
th is cylind er. T he fl aw, we thus know, was 
not co rrected , but progr essively became 
stronge r. 

On st amps f rom thi s same cyl inder I w ith­
out peri od we de tec t an arrow tip on the 
middle line of th e 3, on st amp 2 of row I9-
Since this fl aw is fo und only in this one pane, 
we are ce rta in th at it is a "gelatine fl aw" 
caused by an acid-repellent bubble here . 

These two va rieti es a r e shown in F ig. IO. 

Th e "Flaw in Crown" is shown on the lower 
r ight st amp ; th e "3 w ith A r row T ip" on 
th e st amp above . 

F ig. r r shows a st amp w ith out the Crown 
F law. R ow 19 in this illustr ation shows the 
ar row on th e 3, as in all printings from this 
pane (lef t pane, w ith ou t period) . As just 
mentioned, we h ave her e th e evidence th at 
th e Crown F law w as not co rrected: this is 
a printing befo r e the fl aw developed. 

On th e 3d Olymp ics, st amp S of row I 7 
LLECTORS CL UB PH ILATELIST , VOL. XXX, NO. IV 
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Fig. 14 Heavy retouching 
THE COLLECTORS CL 11,B PHILATEL IST, VOL. XXX, N
Fig. l 5 Brea k in wing 
from cylinder r with period, (right pane) 
shows th e second parallel line across the 
world broken slightly, to th e right of th e 
globe. This occurs only on thi s one pane, 
and doub tl ess is a "gelatin e fl aw." Fig. I2 
shows th e flaw on th e stamp on the right­
hand sid e. 

6d (Sco tt 273): 

Both panes of cylinder 9 for the 6d Olym­
pics are seen to car ry varieties. 

The right pane (with period) has been re­
touched on th e st amp 6 of row 9. The leaves 
of the left spray show retouching: lef t side 
of spray below 4th leaf and right side of 
spray above 4th leaf. The first is lighter; 
the second is darker. Thus the re touching 
has consisted both of filling in lines and of 
deepening lines. This is shown in Fig. I3, 
on the stamp at the right. 

A lso, retouching has left an ex tra dot on 
the stamp, at the upper right corner, just in­
side the perforations. The dot is dark: 
therefore we know th at an extra indentation 
has been made in th e cylinder there. Another 
similar dot shows up sometimes in th e re-
touch ing of the st amp to the left of this one, 
in th e sa me row. This las t is not here shown. 

The lef t pane (without period) shows 
heavy r etouching ·of both th e 9 and th e 8 of 
19+8, on st amp 5 of row 14. The 9 has a 
spu r at th e upper right, an d th e 8 has une at 
th e lef t of its uppe r loop . Both are in white, 
showing th e fa ulty marking of a master 
negative . The presence of th ese varie ties 
would seem to indicate that thi s cylinde r was 
made from a separate multi-posi tive. In 
F ig. 14, thi s is th e upper st amp. 

rsh. (Scott 274): 

Printings from cylinder 3 with period, 
right pane, of th e Is Olympics, show on st amp 
3 of row r a seeming break in the four th 
horizontal line of V ictory's lef t wi ng. These 
lines are dark: th e break indicates that etch­
ing was interrupted. The appearance of the 
break would in dicate th a t a bubble was 
fo rmed, and th at, in some way or other, the 
etching fluid entered around one of its edges. 
This therefore is a "gelatin e fl aw." In F ig. 

· 15, it is th e uppe r stamp. 
O. IV 203 
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Fig. 16 " Cornwall extended" 
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-...ill ...... ~ I 
Fig. 17 Dot between "1" and "9" in 
year-da te 
The m ap on the globe is changed on st amp 
3 of row 7 in right pane of cylinder 3 w ith 
period, of the Is Olympics. This st amp shows 
Cornwall, the western peninsul a of England, 
much extended . Since the variety is white, 
we know that it was caused by accumula ted 
foreign matter in th e tiny rotogravure cups 
or cells. In Fig. 16, this is th e st amp on the 
top . 

One of" the most conspicuous varieties of 
all th e Olympic stamps is found on st amp 4 
of row 8 from cylinder 3 w ith period , right 
pane. This variety shows a white dot be­
tween the I and 9 of 1948. Everything indi­
cates th at it is a gelatine fl aw. It is shown 
as the upper st amp in Fig. 17. 

Two, not one, aberrancies occur in stamp 
I of row 20 of cylinder 3 w ith period (right 
pane) of th e r s Olympics. The first is an 
adventitious dot in Russia-a dark dot. Since 
it is dark, we again must presume th at it is 
an accid ental indentation of th e cyl inder by 
accidental contact of a careless engr aver's 
burin or other tool. 
OL
Almost all st amps of this denomination 
have a tiny da rk dot on Victory's nose, to 
indicate th e nostril. On this same st amp the 
dot is mi ss ing : th e nose appears incomplete. 
This surely is a "gelatine fl aw." 

Both fe a tures are shown in the lower 
stamp of Fig. 18, w hich is this posi tion on 
thi s cylinder and pane. 

Besid e th e varieties mentioned, several 
other fl aws occur on th ese ro togravure 
st amps, of all th e issues listed here. Some 
are la rge r and more "obvious" th an the 
varie ties named , and some occur on the very 
same stamps. But these features a re not con­
stant on all printings from th e same cylin­
der or cylinders; nor, as in th e case of the 
"Crown F law" on the 3d Olympics, do th ey 
become progressively more apparent. We 
thu s know that th ey a re not genuine cylin­
der varieti es, corresponding to "plate varie­
ties" in stamps made by line-engraving. They 
are , as with st amps printed by other proc-
LECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. IV 
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=ig. 18 Dots in Russia and on nose of Victory 
esses, merely "paper faults." In all cases 
these are whi te. Their cause is that the 
paper does not take the ink, because it is 
greasy at the particular point, or for some 
other cause. The reader should therefore be 
cautious in presuming that he has found a 
" hithe r to unreported variety" among these 
interesting modern issues. We are fortun ate 
th at enough material has been preserved so 
that misid entifica tion s of transient printing 
fl aws as choice pl ate varieties cannot occur, 
nor can many a rguments such as have oc­
curred about varieties of older st amps a rise. 

This article will have se rved its purpose 
compl etely if it has demonstrated th at on 
these recent stamps the same detailed study 
th at has been given to "class ic issues" pro­
duced by oth er methods produces informa­
tion of phil atelic value co mpa rable to th at 
on th e older issues. P erhaps this complete 
report of all th e British rotogravure varie­
ties from th e star t to the end of the I948 
iss ues may serve to dispel th e idea now ex­
tensively curren t, th a t the modern st amps 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO
are not as worthy of intensive detailed study 
as those of a century or half a century ago. 
Perh aps it may also dispel the false idea that 
modern methods of st amp production leave no 
room for the higher or more advanced forms 
of philately. Finally, this study m ay indicate 
that rotogravure, the only method of stamp 
production of which no product h as yet even 
been attempted to be forged , has as much to 
attract the philatelis t as its older rivals, l ine­
engraving, letterpress printing, and lithogra­
phy . 

(The End.) 

FREDERICK E. SELLMANSBERCER of Pitts­
burg, Kansa s, st a rted collecting stamps w hen 
the United States Huguenot-Walloon Ter­
centenary I ssue came out in I924 and h as be­
come more and more engrossed in philately 
as his years with it progressed. He is now 
interested mostly in the production methods 
of stamps, concent rat ing upon th e modern 
stamps of Great Britain and the Allied Mili­
t a ry Government st amps used during and 
after World War II . 

He has previously written for THE COL­
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST in Ig48, and also 
con t r ibuted about twenty oth er articles to 
Th e Am erican P hilatelist and T he F rance & 
Col onies Philat elist. 

Mr. Sellmansberge r has taken a ve ry ard­
ent inte res t in te aching younger boys the 
pleasure of stamp collect ing. He h as lec­
tured for some years to a group of boys who 
were collecting stamps. While ac ting as 
Phil atelic Counsellor to this group, he met 
with th em weekly. He h as also se rved as 
Boy Scout Philately Merit Badge Counsellor 
upon several occasions and strongly r ecom­
mends that such wo rk should be und ert aken 
by many more arblt coll ectors. 

Mr. Sellmansberger is presently an insur­
ance salesman but was formerly a high school 
t eacher. Bes ides his philatelic associations he 
is a member of Pi Sigma Pi (National Hon­
orary Educational Fraternity) and K appa 
Mu Epsilon (Nation al H onor ary Mathe­
matics Fra ternity). 
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UNITED STATES' FIRST AIR MAIL 
STAMP 

An Exceptional First Flight Cover 

..... .. ,3 UNION TRUaT aun •. OIN(I 

WA•MtHetOH . O. c;... 

/ 
J.ll'a. ~ · U. 3, Houston, 

!:14 ,'/ , .I.2th st • • 
ll'e11 Yor k C1t y . 

( / ' hot o by B o11 t rclle) 
In the study of th e fi rst air m ail stamp of 
th e U nited Sta tes (Vol. X XIX pages 337-
348 ) mention w as m ade of two fac ts about 
th e fi rst day of sale and usage of th e st amp. 
The fi rst was th a t th e 24c. r ed and blue 
st amp was pl aced on sale in W ashington, 
D. C . on M ay 14th , 19 18. The second was 
th a t th e fi rst flight w ith th e stamp took place 
on the fo llowing day, May r 5, r9 18. 

A cove r cancell ed on t he first day of sale, 
May 14, 1918, exists and is herewith illu s­
tr ated. It is from th e pe rsonal collection of 
Mr. No rm an Se rphos, Presid ent of th e Scott 
Stamp & Coin Comp any. 

It should be noticed th at th e stamp is hi t 
w ith th e sm all roun d reg ul ar W ashington 
cancell ation da ted May r4, r9 18, and not the 
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special la rge circul ar cancell a tion used only 
fo r th e fir st Right on May r5 th. The latter 
w as applied to thi s cove r beneath th e st amp, 
as can be seen. 

No in fo rm ati on is ava il able as to the rea­
sons fo r thi s May r4th cancella t ion. It might 
have been done through an oversight on th e 
part of some postal cle rk w ho cancelled th e 
letter on th e day it was posted ra ther th an 
wait fo r th e proper t ime, th e next day. O r 
perhaps someone wanted to h ave th is can­
celled by special favor and th en h ave it in­
cluded in th e mail bags fo r the first Right. 

Never th eless, this cover is high ly interes t­
in g. It is wonde red w hether it might be 
unique or if others exist . 

H. M.G. 
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China-U. S. Postal Rates, 1840-1865 

By MALCOLM JOHNSO 
In a review in Vol. XXIX, No. 6 of THE 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, of the im­
portant new Lobdell-Hopkins book on Hong­
kong and Hongkong stamps used in the 
treaty ports, th e subject of postal rates for 
clipper and packet letters from Macau, 
Hongkong, Shanghai and other China coast 
ports was touched on. The comments and 
illustrations brought an interesting series of 
letters from a number of au th orities, includ­
ing Arthur Pierce, Elliott Perry and Stanley 
B. Ashbrook. Both Mr. Perry and Mr. Ash­
brook took the trouble to set down in detail 
the early rates involved in the China mails , 
and I am greatly indebted to them both. 
With Mr. Ashbrook's permission his letter is 
quoted here. It wi ll be of particu lar interest 
to China specialists who have long been 
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puzzled by th e markings of the pre-stamp 
China-U. S. covers, sent by Americans from 
C hin ese soil long before a Chinese govern­
ment postal system was es tablished . 

"I have read wi th interest the review of 
the book, 'Hong Kong and the Tr eaty Ports' 
in th e November I950 Issue of THE CoL­
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELTST-(Vol. XXIX 
-No. 6) . On page 392, appeared an illus­
tration of a cover from Shanghai to New 
York City, in December 1855. The de­
scription under th is cover reads, quote: 'Fig­
ure 1-Mailed at Shanghai December 1855, 
back stamped at Hong Kong December 13: 
English receiving mark (in red) 'G.I./FE. 
4 1856 ; I ew York American Packet mark 
February 2.j.. The carriage from Marseilles 
to a channel port was by French r ai lroad. 
r 

, 

Fig. l 
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CHINA-U.S.PosTAL RATES , 1840-1865 
Fig. 2 
Th e H ong K ong - New York rate w as 54 
cen ts, indicated here by manuscript. Th e 
stamped '96' is no t identifie d, but all covers 
of th e period bear manu script post age nota­
tions, overst amped w ith va rious values; r are­
ly th e manusc ript inscription is ever w ritten 
w ith a different fi gure in manu script, m a 
different kind of ink. ' (end) 

" I trust th at you w ill not consider me pre­
sumptuous in giving my analys is of this pa r­
ticul a r cover. I think it should have been 
more clearly st ated th at th e letter was tr ans­
mit ted via Suez to th e P ort of Marseilles 
w here it en te1·ed th e French Mail and was 
ca rri ed overland to Calais, thence to England 
w here it ente red the British Mail. From 
E ngland it was ca rri ed to ew York by a 
U . S. Mail steamshi p of the famed .Collins 
Line, thus th e New York Foreign E xchange 
marking reading, 'All1. PKT .' 

"The reviewer sta ted th at the H ong K ong­
N ew Yo rk rate was '54 cents' as in dicated 
by th e manuscr ipt marking and th at th e '96' 
was not id enti fied . A s a matter of fac t, th e 
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'96' is quite well known ; it was applied at th e 
New York P ost Office and r epresented th e 
sum du e fr om th e addressee, w hich was th e 
tot al ra te fo r thi s letter from H ong K ong 
to th e des tin a ti on. 

" In asmuch as it is quite evident th a t th e 
lette r w as tr ansmitted thru th e mails of 
three countries, each was entitl ed to their 
proper share of th e tot al r ate of 96c. In 
thi s case, we paid th e British 5.J.C and ou t of 
this sum th ey paid th e Ftench 3oc. You w ill 
note I am using th e equ ivalents in U . S. 
currency. Thus the manuscript '5+' was th e 
Briti sh debit to th e P . 0. D ept. of the U . S. 

"This par t icula r letter weighed over Y, 
ounce but under r.4 ounce, because at the 
pe r iod of this let ter th e U . S. ra te to or from 
Shanghai was as fo ll ows: 

(A) Under y,\ ounce 43c 
( B ) U nder Y, ounce-over y,\ 53c 
( C) Y, ounce 63c 
( D) ove r Y,-and under r.4 96c 

" On letters of th e above we ight , from 
C hina and t r ansmit ted from England to 
LLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. IV 



CHINA-U.S.PosTAL RATES , 1840-1865 
" / y,­
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Fig . 3 

----·~ :;.- , . I 
~- · . 
New York by an American 
(Am. Pkt. )-th e division of 
was as fo llows: 

Mail steamship 
th e above rates 

(A) (B) (C) (D) 
British share 12 12 12 24 
F rench share IO 20 30 J O 
U. S. share 21 21 21 42 

43 53 63 96 

"As shown above th e debit was 54, (24 
plus 30). The distribution would have been 
as follow s, had th e letter been conveyed by a 
Briti sh P acket from England to the U. S. : 

British 28 28 28 56 
French share IO 20 30 JO 
U. S. Sh are 5 5 5 IO 

43 53 63 96 

"As shown, th e debit would have been 86c. 

" Rega rding the cover Fig. 2-1 note the 
description re ads, 'A manuscript ''6"" in di-
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cates the pr obable postage rate.' There is 
nothing probable about th e r ate as it was the 
regular U . S. 'Ship Rate' of 6c. For ex­
ampl e : 'All Ship L etters * * * are to be 
charged with a post age of six cents each, 
w hen delivered from th e office at which they 
a re first received; w hen forwarded 'in the 
mail to other offices, with two cents in addi­
tion to th e ordinary rates of postage.' 

"Figure 4 also illustr ates a "Ship 6" letter. 

" R ega rding cover F ig. 3, this letter weighed 
over y,( ounce but less than 0 ounce-and the 
U. S. r ate for such a letter-to or from Hong 
Kong-at th e pe riod of use-(June - August 
1863) was 51 c. The pen marking in upper 
right of 'I/ IO was in error as the correct 
sum paid was '1 / 11'-one shilling, eleven 
pence' as indicated by the pen marking over 
the ad dress. This ' 1/ u ' was equivalent to 
46c in U. S. currency and paid the postage 
only to the U. S. frontier, thus 5c was due 
from the addressee (46 plus 5-51c ). This 
may seem a bit odd because the only service 
O. IV 209 
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. ' 
/ifut #~z;/ · 

• 

Fi g. 4 

(Pho tos hy B ou t relle) 
th at th e U. S. P . 0. D. performed was th e 
t ransmi ssion of the letter f rom New Y ork 
to Brewster, Mass., th e domestic rate at the 
time be ing 3c. H owever , this letter came 
thru th e Foreign Divi sion of th e New York 
P ost Office, and und er th e terms of the U . S.­
British P ostal Treaty which provided a U . S. 
domestic r ate of 5c on all such mail. 

" R egarding th e above total r ate of 51c­
This was mad e up as follows-if ca rried by 
a British Packet from E ngland to the U. S. : 

U . S. share 5c 
F rench share 6c 
British Atlantic Seal 6c 
British Packet 24c 

51 c 

Incid entally if th e above letter had been 
for ward ed from Hong Kong, entirely unpaid, 
THE CO
th e sum of 51c w ould have been collected 
from th e addressee and Britain would have 
debited th e U. S. P . 0 . D . th e sum of 46c." 

l\/Ir. Pierce also points out th at th e Amer i­
can P acket mark does ex ist wi th the numeral 
at top, like th e British P acket mark, and th at 
he has such a cover w ith the mark dated 
April 5, 1853, mai led fro m aples via L on­
don, with numer al '24' in stead of '5', and 
Mr. P erry writes "The New Y ork BR. 
PKT. 5" hands tamp, but w ith "A M . PKT" 
and in bl ack occurs on incoming mail as ea rly 
as August 1855 and as late as M ay 1861 ( if 
not earlie r and / or l ater )." 

The writer would add th at this has been a 
lesson to him in not commenting on U . S. 
rates with out a lifetime of study, and w ill in 
the future confine himself to the phil ately of 
China. 
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UNITED STATES 
THE CH I LLICOTHE STRAIGHT LI NE 

An Unrecorded Terr itor ial Postmark 

By G . P . G RABFIELD, M .D . 
H andstruck postal markings from offices 
north of th e Ohio Rive r and west of th e Alle­
ghenies a re unknown before i 800. A few 
manusc ript postal markings from towns in 
th e No rth west T erritory, es tablished by th e 
Ordinance of i7 87, a re known prior to this 
da te. O n May 7, 1800 th e Congress passed 
an ac t prov iding fo r th e division of th e I orth­
west Terr itory; a new Territory known as 
Indi ana was to come into being on July 4, 
i801. T his new territory included all th e 
for mer North west Terr itory exce pt th a t 
which is now th e State of O hio . The same 
act prov ided th at V incennes was to be th e 
capi tal of th e Indiana T erritory and th at 
C hillicothe was to be th e capital of th e "T er-
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ritory No rthwest of the Ohio." 
was neve r an Ohio Territory. 
ber 2 9, 1802 Congress passed 
statute w hich created th e State 

Thus there 
On Novem­
th e enabling 
of Ohio and 

by a late r ac t indicated that M arch 1, 1803 

is to be considered as th e da te of admission 
of Ohio as a st ate. 

With these da tes in mind it becomes evi­
dent th at Ohio T erritori al postm a rks must 
be dated between July 4, 18 01 and M arch 1, 

18 03 . During this period C hill ico th e was th e 
"seat of governm ent" though th e Te rritori al 
Governor, G eneral St. C lair , continu ed to 
kee p his ~ffice in C incinnati , w hich app arently 
caused consid er able irritation to th e various 
offices in C hillicoth e, well expressed in a let-
.. 

"r 

! -

-.. 
. . .. .. 

Fig. I-Lancaste r, N.W .T.-dated Ju ly 6 , 1802 . The desi gnat ion N .W .T . se rves to d is­
tinguish this post off ice from that of the parent town , Lancaste r, Pa . 
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CHILLICOTHE POSTMARK 
,, '!'·•· ,, '~M'R'S• ~ .... . . ......... ~ 

/ /( 

/ ' / 

7 '._.) 

Fig . 2- The Chillicothe straight-l ine, dated August 4, 1801 . The cover is believed to be 
unique . 
t er from Thomas Worthington, th e local land 
agent, to Albert Gallatin, Secretary of the 
Treasury: 

"* * * As all our counties have hith er­
to been es tablished by the proclamation of 
th e Governor & of co urse recorded in the 
Office of the Secretary of the Territory, 
which office is still continued at C incinn a ti 
although Chillicothe is the seat of Govern-
~2L2 THE CO
ment & all oth er of th e publick offices under 
th e T erri to rial Gove rnment is kept (his ex­
cellency not having as ye t ventured to live in 
th e seed bed of sedi t ion & opposi tion to the 
Gen! Government as he was pleased to te rm 
Chillicothe to Mr. Pickering unde r th e for m­
er ad ministration) It wi ll not be in my pow­
er to comply with your request so soon as I 
could wi sh-a gentleman of my acquaintance 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. IV 



CHI L LICOTHE POSTMARK 
w ill leave this place to-mor row fo r C incinnati 
by him I w ill write to M r. Bird .the Secy & 
w ill I expect very soon fo rward w h at you 
w ish." This qu otation indicates th at the 
mail se rvice bet ween C hillicoth e and Cincin­
na ti lef t something to be des ired ; it also em­
phas izes th e unpopula r ity of th e unsuccess ful 
General St. C lair and br ings to mind all the 
controve rsies he had w ith oth er officials of 
th e T erritory. 

Mos t of th e post al markings of this general 
pe riod in this a rea consis t of th e n ame of the 
town and th e r ate in manu scr ip t. O f th e 
settled towns a t this time I know of only two 
th·at were a duplication of th e parent town, 
L ancaster, w hich was se ttl ed by people from 
th e city of th e same name in P enn sylvani a on 
a g rant to E beneze r Z ane in payment for th e 
road he constructed fro m Wheeling, Virginia 
to Maysville, K entucky- a post ro ad known 
as Z ane's T race; th e oth er town, w hich h ad 
a name of an older settlement, was Man­
ches ter. U nde r th ese circumstances at this 
time only, th ese two towns would h ave to be 
ident ified as being in th e "T erritory T orth­
wes t of th e O hio River" in ord er to dis­
tin gui sh th em. The post office at L ancaster 
was probably es t ablished in D ecember, I 800. 
The pictured cover ( Fig. 1) shows th e m ark-
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ing used in 1802, th e letter being dated July 
6th. Several simila r cove rs a re known, some 
w ith earlier and some w ith l ater dates. 

App arently C hill icothe felt its importance 
as soon as it became th e capital of the Ter­
rito ry after Indiana T erritory was split off; 
at leas t th e postm as ter seems to h ave decided 
th at his new dignity as P.M. of the capital 
t own requi red a handstruck post al m arking. 
Wheth er th e reason here suggested is cor­
rect or not, th ere is here r ecorded (Fig. 2) 
a str aight line postm ark "CHILLICOTHE" 
dated Aug. 4, 1801 exactly one month after 
th e des ignation of th e a rea th at is now Ohio 
as an organi zed T errito ry und er the name of 
"T errito ry N orthwest of th e Ohio." A s far 
as I h ave been able to ascertain this is the 
only example of this marking so far discov­
ered, but it is re asonable to suppose th at 
others mu st exist since the m ail from the 
'seat of gove rnment' of th e Territory must 
have been r elatively l arge. 

The ea rli es t hand struck m arking from the 
st a te of Ohio noted up to the present h as 
been th e Canton st ra ight line of 18II. As 
more coll ecto rs a re attracted to this field it 
is to be hoped th a t " find s" will be made 
w hich will throw more light on th e postal 
history of th e period and a rea. 
Natal 1 d "Tear Drop" : Re-Entry 

or Position Dot? 

T he rd Natal st amp, issues of 1859 to 
186+ and w ith su rcharges up to I 877 , h as a 
well known variety w ith " tear drop under 
th e Queen's eye"-und er her lef t eye, on 
r ight side of st amp. The supposed tear d rop 
under th e oth er eye, also listed, is clearly not 
a simil a r var iety. The principal " tear d rop" 
variety has hith erto been described as a re­
ent ry. I t is not clear w hethe r th e w riters 
have meant this te rm in its mode rn rest r icted 
sense, o r used it as synonym fo r a double 
t ransfer. 

A different orig in is poss ible. Examina­
t io n of sever al dozen cop ies of the I d st amp 
in its var ious printings, including th ree of 
the " tear drop" copies, one in a st rip on 
cove r ; used block of 8; plate proof block of 
fou r , and seve r al strips. sugg~sted the pos­
sibi lity th at th e " tea r d rop" m ay be a position 
dot. 
O

The irregul a r spacing and alignment of the 
entries on th e plate sugges t th at this m ay be 
a position cl ot normally hidd en in the stamp 
design. The varia tion in th e Queen's eye in­
dicates th e possibility th at· the position dot 
normally co incid es w ith its pupil. M y m a­
teri al would indicate th a t this dot occurs on 
upper edge of ir is, on edge of upper eyelid 
and not directly above pu pil, on lowe r edge 
of iris, as w ell as centered onto the pupil of 
th e eye. P robably other locations also exist. 

T he multi ple pieces in my m aterial show 
th a t th e ve rtical displacement of some entries 
on th e pla te is sufficient to allow the position 
do t to appea r down on th e cheek, as fa r as 
th e " tear drop" is situated. The missing 
fac t, to valida te the hypoth esis, is knowledge 
of how far and in w hich directions, subj ects 
I 10 and I 70 on th e pla te are displaced. These 
two show th e var ie ty in quest ion. My ma­
terial is not sufficient to es tablish th e fac ts 
needed. Therefore th e hypothesis is pre­
sented, ra ther th an a definite st atement. 

S. C.R. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

N aval M ails 1939-40. By John Goldup. 

Roth erh am, England , T. P. 0. & Seapost 
Society, 1950. P aper, 40 pp. 5s ( 7oc. to 
the U . S. ) 

This h andbook, despite its all- inclusive 
name, dea ls with only the navy m ails of the 
British countri es and those of th e Allied Gov­
ernments in exile . But within its chosen 
limits it is a competent job, in the full sense 
of th e te rm. The explanations are lucid; 
th e illust ra tions are always accura te enough 
to avoid any confusion and a re plentiful ( II5 
in all ). Th e listings for varieties differing 
by number a re as complete as hum anly pos­
sibl e. The cl assification of th e post al ma rk­
ings may seem confusing to th ose not versed 
in w ar pos tm a rks; but this r eviewer can only 
applaud th e excellent result on th e bas is of 
his own ex perience in trying to handle a simi­
lar t ask on th e Boer W ar a decade ago. 

The candor w ith w hich puzzling un solved 
items a re r eported is of particula r value and 
merit. M r. Goldup often and properly states 
he is ex press ing only an opinion , when such 
is th e case . 

A use ful book for all W arid W ar II post­
al hi story students, evid ently reliable, this 
book should not be missed by those wh o limit 
th eir collecting to U nited States material 
only. O ccasion al inter- allied naval m ailings 
can be understood by its use. 

S. G. R. 

"A G lossary of P hilatelic T erms," com­
piled for th e Philat elic Congress of Great 
Britain , edited by H. T. Graham, 195 r. P a­
per cove r edition. 108 pages. 6 shillings 
(84c U.S.). 

One of the first ed itorials of th e present 
st aff of THE C OLLECTORS CLUB P H ILATELIST 
was a plea fo r a unive rsal phil atelic language 
(Vol. XXVIII page 81) . The title of th ese 
r emarks was "Let 's All Speak The Same 
L anguage."• The suggest ion proffered then 
was confi ned mostly to Am erican Phil ately 
but it was hoped th a t if thi s could be ·achieved 
(and it has not ), th en th e entire E nglish­
spea kin g phila telic w orld co uld be united in 
one common· language. 

The above glossa ry is British and th e 
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w ork of one British g roup, the Philatelic 
C ongress of Great Brita in. The cooperation 
of many was r equired for th e compilation of 
thi s w ork as can be deduced from reading the 
Preface. W e h ave no w ay of gauging 
w heth er th e dictionary r epresents the unity 
of all British phil ately. If, for in stance, 
authorities in organizations as th e Royal 
Phil a telic Society of London and the British 
Philatelic A ssocia tion disagree with cert ain 
defi niti ons, w e w ould believe th en th at this 
w ork is a valu able phila telic contribution but 
still lacks final authority. Consequently, it 
can be asked " Does British phil ately speak 
th e same language ?" 

It is r egretted th at this review must offer 
ce rtain cautious advice to th e phila telist in 
th e U nited States as to the valu e of this 
glossa ry fo r th em. It is almost wholly Brit­
ish , and th e many names and terms of Ameri­
ca are omitted . This can be amply illus­
tra ted. Only British Stamp Societies a re 
mention ed, not one of th e leading American 
groups. N o American E xpert Committee is 
noted. All the private British comp anies w ho 
have printed stamps a re found described but 
nary <.me in this country. 

On page r r , " Bureau Print" is defi ned as 
"s tamps precancelled a t th e United States 
Bureau of Eng ravin g and Printing befo re be­
ing delive red to th e post office and a re to be 
distinguished from st amps pre-cancelled lo­
cally by postmasters." Some will criticize this 
because it confuses th e quoted definiti on wi th 
stamps printed by th e U nited Sta tes Bureau 
in v\T ashington, D . C. The omission th en of 
th e term " Bureau I ss ue" to denote separ ately 
th e U nited States st amps is a mist ake. 

Furthermore, commonly used Am erican 
phil ate lic terms are either given in th e B r it­
ish fo rm or omitted. No criticism is im­
pli ed w ith thi s excep t to obse rve th at it does 
lessen th e dictionary's valu e' over here .. "The 
Special D eli ve ry st amp" is "The E xpress let­
ter-s tamp." " O xized" is "Sulphuretted ." 
The term " Souveni r Shee ts" is not to be 
fo und ; only th at of "Commonwealth Sheets 
o r l\/Iini ature Shee ts." No mention is m ade 
of a ve ry commonly used phil atelic term in 
Am erican, "The semi-pos tal stamp." This 
is also true of "T opical Collecting" w hich 
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th e British term "Subj ect Collecting" or 
"Thematics." There is " Book Stamp, Book­
let Leaf and Booklet Sheet" but no " Book­
let P ane," the most common term for book­
let stamps in this country. The definition and 
spellin g of "back-stamp" is purely British 
w ith no allu sion to its almost world-wide 
applica tion upon registered mai l. Almost 
th ree pages are devoted to " Ship L etters." 
This is most instructive to the collectors of 
Briti sh mails but th e American o r foreign 
collector wi ll fi nd hi s philatelic terms com­
pletely absent. 

This dictionary is divided into two parts. 
The firs t, and of th e gre ater general interest , 
is "a glossary of Phila telic Terms." Part 
two is " a glossary of T echnical T erms re­
lating to scientific methods as applied to 
Phil ately," which will perhaps have a more 
limited use. This l atter portion, however, 
represents a new effort in Phila t t' ly and one 
which we view as most commen dable. It 
plainly demonstrates th at Philately is more 
th an a simple pastime, and assists in elevating 
its st ature as is well dese rved. 

Certain definitions a re clear and concise. 
An intelligent and concrete step has been 
taken to avo id th e gener al confusion with the 
synonymous use of words as "cancelled by 
favor " and "cancelled to order. " " Over­
print" and "surcharge" have distinct defini­
tions which th is reviewer hopes all philatelists 
will accept. "Fake" and " forgery" are not 
confu sed so as to be u sed interch angeably. 
Each denotes its separate philatelic meaning. 
Curiously, the word "counterfeit" is not t o 
be fo un d. There are ce rta inly l arge sub­
divisions such as cancell ations, postal sta­
tionery, perforations, and paper. A l arge 
part devoted to " R e-entry" was found to be 
especially educational. The "paper" and 
"printing" sections wi ll assist many a philat­
elist. 

Some "pu re" philatelists might find fault 
w ith the unnecessary inclusion of too many 
postal history terms. This reviewer would 
refute such fau lt findi ng. We did, however, 
find it somewhat too confined to British post al 

· history. The man ner of defi ning a "classic 
stamp" " ·as well th ought ou t. In fac t , many 
definit ions show ca reful planning and study. 
Others were fo und entirely too long but this 
might be a ra th er seve re criticism because it 
\\·as not too general. 
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A general fault found with this glossary 
relates to its practical use. It is not well di­
vided alphabetically. This will demand that 
th e user become accustomed to it. If one 
seeks to loca te a specific word, much turning 
of pages is required. The breaks and spacing 
between the letters is not practical as done. 

On th e whole, this dictionary must be 
measured as an intelligent philatelic contribu­
tion to be helpful to m any, but because it is 
so British, th e U nited States collector w ill be 
handicapped. 

H.M.G. 

Catalogue des Cach ets des Bureaux Ambu­
lants de France de l'origin e a I900. By Dr. 
Carroll Chase & E. H . de B eaufond. Paris, 
1951 , E . H. de B eaufond, 49 pp. paper. 
American price $2.50. (One plate and num­
erous type illustratio ns in text). 

Since 1929 Mr. de Beaufond , alone or in 
cooper a tion with others, has written and pub­
lish ed numerous mon ographic lists of various 
groups of French postm arks. A list of those 
by him and by his collaborators, as included 
on back of title page of the present work, 
cove rs many of th e sectors of French post­
mark study. 

The present work is fundamentally a ser­
ies of lists, divided by period and type of 
postmark. In the main lists, the offices leav­
ing or ar riving at P aris a re separa ted from 
those not touching th at city-an arrangement 
not apparently logical but convenient in prac­
tice. The r elative scarcity of th e various 
R. P. 0. marks is indicated by the pricings. 
These a re for the mark on th e commonest 
st amp in each case, and appea r to be bona 
fide actual price repor ts for the most part. 
A usef ul t able near th e start gives th e rela­
tive prices fo r th e va rious stamps found, on 
the basis of their occurrence with th e most 
plentiful R. P. 0. cancella tions. 

Indications of what is or is not known to 
exist ·a re well given, by use of an X in any 
pl ace in the t abula tions for w hich no item 
is known. 

The reports on dates of es t ablishment and 
of discontinuance are as complete as possi­
ble, and ea rlies t and latest dates kno~n re­
place these where th e records a re not defi­
nite. 

At the end are li stings of the Terminal 
R. P. 0. 's, transit marks of ra ilway receiving 
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Boo K REVI E WS 
EDITORIAL 

(Cont inu ed from P age 170.) 

nal cover is subj ected to var ious t es ts based 
upon phil atelic knowledge. Any conclusion, 
no m atte r how lea rn ed and thorough, is an 
opinion , not an indisputable fac t as some a re 
wont to consid er it. 

Phil ate lic w riters have reco rd ed t ime and 
again th at " th e following a re th e fac ts proven 
beyond doubt. " Th at is wrong. Those we re 
not fac ts but simply th eir own op inions. 
R epetition of this misconception, no m atter 
how freq uent and emph atic, can neve r conver t 
an opin ion into a fac t. 

C ompetent students may disagree a t tim es . 
They may not , however , a rgue a fac t . This 
offices on mail from other countries, and 
special postm arks. Where separ a te killer s 
exist, among th e earlie r items, th ey too a re 
listed w ith the corresponding route mark. 

Some weeks of use of this book to id entify 
materi al mos tly between I876 and I900, have 
convinced th e present rev iewe r that th e vol­
um e is pr ac ticable and useful to a high de­
gree . O nce th e instructions fo r use of th e 
listings, page I4, ar e fully understood, ob­
st acles to effective handling vani sh. 

D oubtl ess th ere are numerous omi ssions, 
numerous points a t which in fo rm ation reco rd­
ed in th e less access ible places of publishing, 
or hid den inconspicuously in a rticles on vari­
ous st amps o r post al m arkings, -has not been 
included. Such is th e norm al situ ation with 
th e fir st edition of any wo rk of thi s sort. The 
fact r emains th a t, wh ateve r its possible fa ults, 
this French R. P. 0 . post al ma rking list bv 
Dr. Ch ase and Mr. . de Beaufond , is a con­
venient and practicable w ork for those who 
can r ead F rench. The la rge page size, 8 by 
IO inches, seems to have been adopted to 
avoid difficulties in making the listin gs easy 
to use in a more convention al form at. 

Should a future revised edition appear , it 
is suggested th a t omission of all th e vertical 
short rules in th e listing pages , and perh aps 
of th e horizontal rules also, allow ing w hite 
space to repl ace them, might add m aterially 
to legibility. On this point, th e r esults of th e 
research work of P a tterson and Tinker on 
legibility and printing form at , th ough pub-
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lished in I940, see m as much honored by 
being ignored in F r ance as here w here they 
we re made accessible over a decade ago. 

S. G. R. 

Th e S t o1·y of the Universal P os tal U nion, 
by F lo rence C. E ngle I 950. Published by 
Bob Bickfo rd , Brundige, Al abama. Price 5oc. 

This is a hand y little booklet offering the 
topic or theme collector at th e r easonable 
price of fifty cents much coll ateral informa­
tion about U. P. U . st amps. It includes a 
check list of th e st amps to be collected and 
presents a short histo rical backgroun d of the 
Post <il U nion . 

Th e accur acy of part of this history can 
be questioned, and th ere a re also some omi s­
sions noted, especially in th e section devoted 
to th e pre-1948 U . P. U . stamps. 

From a typogr aphical st andpoint, this book­
let is neither w ell edited nor well printed. 
So in vi ew of th e present great popularity of 
U . P . U. stamps, a more deta iled and ambi­
tious wo rk selling fo r , say, $1.00 or $1.50, 
would have seemed advi sable. But regard­
less of thi s c ritical vi ewpoint, th e re is much 
in thi s little work to be commend ed . 

It pioneers a fi eld , pointing the way for 
other s to expand and improve upon th e origi­
nal effo rt. Its outst anding asse t lies in the 
fac t th at it definitely hu m anizes a popula r 
current ph ase of st amp collecting. 

H.M. G. 
is as bas ic as " t wo plus two equals fo ur. " 
A n op inion is diffe rent. Th ere is nothing 
w rong w ith an honest difference of opinion. 
Wh at becomes intoler able is the bad t as te 
evid enced w hen ce rta in phil ateli sts d isagree. 
Th ey become angry and level accusations. 
They un fa irly impugn th at oth ers a re guided 
by selfi ish motives. It is well to r emem­
ber th e old adage :-

" Whom th e gods wo uld des troy, th ey fi rst 
m ake mad! " 

Th e nex t time you r ead or hea r th e dec­
la ra tion of a phil atelic fac t , pause to con~id e r 
wheth er it is an ac t ual fac t or r ath er more 
prope rly simply one pe rson's op inion, mas­
que rad ing as a fac t. 

H . M.G. 
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The Meeting of April 18, 1951 

Mr. Donald Tolson 

April 18th marked one of our annual fea­
tured special meetings, designated as, "Bur­
eau of Engraving and Printing Night," ar­
ranged and conducted by G eorge B. Sloane. 

Our guest was Mr. Donald Tolson, the 
new Superintendent of th e Stamp Division at 
the Bureau. Mr. Tolson is the successor to 
the late J ohn M. Smith, our well-remem­
bered, "Jack," w ho had been a guest with us 
in the past. Mr. Tolson joined the Bureau 
in 1938, left in 1942 for se rvice as an Air 
Force pilot, and upon discharge at the end 
of the war, returned to th e Bureau in De­
cember, 1945. When th e la te J ack Smith re­
tired, October 31, 1949, D on was advanced to 
his new position effective the following day. 

Donald Tolson is a young m an of 32 w ith 
an engaging personality and a faculty for tell­
ing his story so that all readily understand. 
H e explained the m any technical steps and 
complicated processes th at ultimately result 
in postage stamps with th e finesse of a gray­
bearded veteran. H e is a Washington boy 
who lives wi th his family in Takoma P ark, 
Md. , one of the D. C. subu rbs. The family 
seemingly has a fondness for "D" in names­
Mrs. Tolson is D oris, and th eir three little 
girls are, Dale, Debby and Donna. 

We pressed him for details on the develop­
ment of th e anxiously awaited multi-color 
presses so of ten rumored in philatelic circles 
and mentioned in recent newspaper accounts, 
but he told us th e work is still in th e experi­
mental st ages and no promises cou ld be made. 
P atience will be th e watch-word. The Bureau, 
he said, is always engaged in experiments 
wi th presses, str iving for increased production 
at lower expense, but th e product must reach 
rigidly high stand ard s with no reduction in 
security. 

l\1r. Tolson collected stamps as a boy but 
only with a casual in terest. However, he 
now keeps with his own funds, a collection of 
new items produced at th e Bureau, wi th all 
the da ta on the des igners, engrave rs, poi nts 
of fir st day sale, quantities printed and is­
sued , etc. It was a great pleasure to hav!e 
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him with us at th e Coll ectors Club, and we 
also ex tend our th anks to Mr. Alvin W. H all, 
Bureau Director, whose friendly courtesy and 
co-opera tion make these programs available 
to us. 

Meeting of M ay 2, 1951 

1851 Centennial Stamps 

The 10oth Anniversary of the issuance of 
th e U nited States 1c, 3c, and 12c imperfor ates 
of 1851 was commemorated to a small degree 
with a display by Messrs. Baker, Colby, and 
N einken , rep resenting th e namesake U nit of 
the A. P. S. Sylvester Colby gave a sho rt 
introduction on the tentative program and 
conventi on that the U nit w ill hold in Phila­
delphia a t the National Philatelic Museum 
during th e month of July, to commemorate 
the 10oth Anniversary of the stamps. A cor­
di al invitation was extended to all. He also 
gave a brief outline of the Unit's work. 

Mr. Colby went on to give a short talk on 
the several frames his exhibit ocrupieJ show­
ing th e various E~says and Proofs used in 
connection w ith the 3c issue. H t> traced the 
vignettes from the Toppan, Carpenter Bank­
notes and had a very fi ne array of the At­
l anta Trial Colors. H e shows th e C lub, for 
the first time, what he called a "unique" dis­
play of covers which came from one co rre­
spond ent, r econstructing the entire right hand 
pane from the same sheet. 

Mr. Philip Baker th en explained various 
Postal Markings of th e period as th ey ap­
peared in his exhibit. He likewise called 
the membership's attention to certain cr acks 
and fl aws w hich are so popular in the 3c 
issue. 

The IC st amp as shown by Mr. Mortimer 
N einken was placed in frames along the en­
tire east wall; and once again the member­
ship was treated to a very fine showing of 
this stamp . The highlight and surprise of 
the entire evening, was Mr. N einken's show­
ing of th e IOc imperforate. It may be re­
called th a t sometime ago when he showed the 
IOc stamp, he was questioned on th e possibili­
ty of reconstructing th e plate. Sho.rtly th ere­
after , beknown to many, he took up th e chal-
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lenge. Mr. N einken astounded the memberi> 
present by announcing and demonstrating the 
completed reconstruction of the roe plate with 
all but six copies out of the roo possible po­
sitions being tied in. This in itself made the 
evening most worthwhile, and it is to be 
hoped that Mr. N einken will afford the Club 
an opportunity of receiving detailed data as 
to the characteristics of the various stamps on 
the plate, as well as publishing the results of 
this study to all members in the Collectors 
Club. 

The meeting adjourned with a rousing vote 
of thanks to Mr. N einken and the other two 
exhibitors, Messrs. Baker and Colby. 

Meeting 'of May 16, 1951 

Modern Trends in a11 Old Hobby 

Mr. Robson Lowe of London, England in­
troduced his subject by saying that in 1947, a 
number of specialists of the stamps of Great 
Britain in his country were sitting round the 
table, arguing and complaining about the cost 
of collecting. The elders were full of nostal­
gic reminiscence when the used penny black 
could be purchased for less than $5.00 a 
hundred and a fine mint copy would change 
hands for $3.00. 

Suddenly the guns were levelled in his 
direction-"You are one of those horrid peo­
ple who liave made these stamps so expensive 
that no one can afford them." Naturally, 
he protested his innocence, pointing out that: 

r. If no one could afford to buy them, 
the stamps would not find new own-
ers; 

2. the costs of living had been steadily 
increasing for over a thousand years 
so one must not expect stamps to stay 
behind; 

3. the population had increased with a 
consequent increase in the number of 
philatelists and that the increase in 
the number of buyers had brought 
about no increase in the supply of old 
stamps, which, unlike the modern pic­
torial, were not printed in quantities 
calculated to fill the demands of the 
collecting public as well as the needs 
of the postal service; 

4. the average collector confused value 
with rarity and interest, the majority 
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following certain fashions and over­
looking the enormous pleasure to be 
gained in studying a subject in which 
one had little or no competition. 

Being a collector of British stamps, Mr. 
Lowe was quite certain that he could amass 
a hundred pages, none of which could be 
duplicated by any of those sitting around the 
table and which would not cost $100. Of 
course, his companions took him up on this 
challenge and the sixty odd pages that were 
exhibited in the fr ames are part of this col­
lection. 

In some cases they are not modern trends 
so much as old trends which have become 
unfashionable and are now finding new sup­
porters. 

NEWSPAPER STAMPS 

The first chapter was the N ewspaper 
Stamp. You should examine the first page 
carefully for this is an entire newspaper 
which has passed through the post in 1714· 
On the blank side is the address, the Bishop 
mark and the frank of one of the Clerks of 
the Roads. One hears a lot today about the 
shortage of newsprint but Mr. Lowe is all 
for smaller and better newspapers. This 
example was excellent. Three columns of 
exciting news and nearly two of advertise­
ments, some of which would certainly not 
pass the censor today. 

The Newspaper Stamp Tax came into 
force in l 7 l 2 and continued until abolished 
in l 855 . During this period of l.J-4 years, 
the newspaper stamps were fiscals , but th e 
payment of th e tax carried with it th e privi­
lege of free postage. After June 30th, 1855, 
the stamps that had been in current use were 
applied by many papers to frank their pub­
lications through the post and until Septem­
ber 30th, 1890, when the use of these stamps 
was prohibited, th ey are purely postage 
stamps. 

From 1712 to 180-t the stamps were of one 
design incorporating the motto " Semper 
Eadem"-i.e. "Always the Same." Hardly a 
suitable theme as the rate was raised from 
the original halfpenny to one penny in 1756 
by the addition of the extra words "half 
penny," and later to l 0 d., 2d. and 20 d. each 
nse m tax being denoted by an additional 
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"half penny." Perhaps "Always the Same" 
referred to the die! 

In 1853 certain newspapers, notably "the 
Illustrated London News," "The Times" and 
"the Stamford Mercury" used special types 
of which a number of examples were shown. 

Apart from their philatelic angle, the his­
torical background provides entertainment for 
the Tax of 1812 seems to have been imposed 
as a result of the popularity and the influence 
of the newspaper press being distasteful to 
the Government of the day, a proof of its 
odium being supplied by the fact that in 1760, 
some 700 prosecutions took place for publish­
ing unstamped journals, over which more 
than 500 persons were imprisoned for con­
siderable periods. History has recently re­
peated itself-vide Peron an9 La Presnal 

THE CIRCULAR DELIVERY 
COMPANY'S STAMPS 

In some way allied to the newspaper post 
was the delivery of circulars. Prior to 1870, 
there was no lesser rate of postage than one 
penny and it followed that the distribution of 
circulars and printed matter on a large scale 
was an expensive proceeding. 

Robert Brydone established the first Circu­
lar Delivery Company in Edinburgh and 
Leith in 1865 and in the following year a 
competitor, Clark & Co. opened a similar 
service including the delivery of parcels. Bry­
done founded other companies in Liverpool 
and London in 1866, and in Aberdeen, Dun­
dee and Glasgow in 1867. 

The Post Office then took legal action and 
suppressed this private enterprise but public 
opinion had been aroused and in consequence 
Post Office Circular Delivery was intro­
duced on October 1st, 1870, when the small 
half-penny stamp was issued. 

As Mr. Lowe pointed out, the stamps are 
rarely found used and he has only recorded 
three of those issued by Brydone for use in 
Edinburgh and Leith and one of the Metro­
politan stamps used . 

Large remainders of the unused stamps 
were sold to collectors by Brydone after the 
Post Office had stopped his business and for 
some years they remained an essential ad­
junct to the British Collection. A large num­
ber of crude forgeries (of which die proofs 
are shown) and bogus designs killed the 
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popularity but these are so easily detected by 
all but the blind and incapable that they are 
no hindrance to the study of the genuine 
article. 

All the genuine stamps are lithographed 
and afford considerable scope for plating and 
other forms of philatelic investigation . 

THE PARCEL POST 

The Parcel Post was first founded by 
William Dockwra and Robert Murray in 
1680 when they started the London Penny 
Post as a private enterprise. They offered 
to carry a parcel up to one pound in weight 
free of charge with a pre-paid letter and 
one can occasionally find these seventeenth 
century letters bearing an endorsement indi­
cating that parcels were carried. One of 
Mr. Lowe 's favorite letters bears the en­
dorsement "with these goes parcel 3 hrs 
salt." 

Although the Post Office absorbed the en­
terprise of Dockwra in 1682, the Parcel Post 
remained in private hands for exactly two 
hundred years. Unfortunately philatelists 
have given the subject little consideration. 

Adhesive labels for parcel delivery came 
into use prior to the adhesive postage stamp 
for his friend , Mr. Thomas Field of Skel­
manthorpe, has in his collection a large wrap­
per from Ireland dated 1826 and which bears 
the adhesive label of a private carrier. 

The first that Mr. Lowe exhibited was that 
of the London Parcels Delivery Company in 
the forties-it should be noticed that the 
charge is written in manuscript. There are 
many varieties of London and Liverpool Par­
cel ~tamps and a few from other cities includ­
ing Bristol and Manchester. 

THE RAILWAY STAMPS 

Most collectors know the Railway Letter 
Stamps which came into being in 1891 , mostly 
being of a standard design and of the 2d. 
value (1891 to 1920), 3d. (January 15th to 
September 1st 1920), 4d. ( 1920-1927) aru:! 
3d. ( 1928). By law, the railway fee was 
twice that of the Post Office and in addi­
tion, the normal postage stamp had to be 
used. However, these stamps are outside 
the scope of my subject which is the parcel 
post. 
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With the introduction of the railways in 
the forties, the various companies found a 
great source of revenue in carrying parcels. 
The road carriers had mostly operated lo­
cally or on a straight run to London, but the 
railways greatly extended these services. 

Soon after the adhesive postage stamp was 
issued many of the railway companies intro­
duced their own adhesive stamps for use on 
parcels . Some of these are beautifully pro­
duced by engraving, typography or lithogra­
phy. Others are type-set and quite a few 
have no artistic mei:it whatsoever. However, 
their interest is endless from several points 
of view-historically, the development of 
transport services and to those who are in­
terested in the study of stamp production­
an enormous field. 

The examples which were submitted for 
our examination are typical of the period 
1845 to I 880. The classic issues are repre­
sented by the imperforate stamps of the Lon­
don South Western Railway Company, 
printed on blued paper. Mr. Lowe suspects 
that these are the work of De la Rue and 
Co. 

The enormous market basket of stamps 
must have been a godsend to the housewife 
who lived out in the country. The stamp 
went round the handle of the basket which 
was padlocked and put on the train going to 
the country town. On arrival it was col­
lected by the shopkeeper (who had a dupli­
cate key of the padlock) , he opened the bas­
ket, took out the shopping list, filled the 
order and put the basket back on the train. 
The baskets used for this type of shopping 
must have been partitioned and of substantial 
strength and contemporary advertisements 
offer them with special accommodation for a 
hundredweight of coal! 

The Captain of a West Indiaman arriving 
with a cargo of sugar at Port Glasgow could 
send samples of his wares to the sugar mer­
chants in Glasgow at the special rate of a 
penny a pound if he used the stamp provided 
for that privilege. 

Newspaper parcel stamps were among the 
many other adhesives issued by the Railways 
for special purposes. 

THE POST OFFICE PARCEL POST 

In 1860 the Post Office took over the parcel 
post service from the Railway Companies and 
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issued the special labels of which a collection 
used in the different post offices of the village 
of Bournemouth, Mr. Lowe's home town, 
was shown. 

These labels often show two different 
types of cancellation and are remarkable as 
they bear pasta~ stamps of comparatively 
little value but which were never used for 
letter post. Obvious examples are the Queen 
Victoria 4Y, d. and 1od., King Edward VII 
4d. and IOd., King George V 7d., 8d., 9d. and 
10d. Only a few isolated post offices used 
these parcel post labels after 1937. 

REGISTRATION 

The Registered Post was introduced in 
1841 and the first registered receipts were 
enormous foolscap pages, of which there is 
one example in the collection. The basic 
rate was first 1/ - and this sum was always 
pre-paid in cash . Later the fee was reduced 
to sixpence (the embossed sixpence was is­
sued in March 1854 to cover this rate) and 
ten years later it came down to threepence. 

These registered covers are of particular 
interest to collectors like Mr. Lowe who 
include postal stationery for they are the 
predecessors to the 2d. registered envelopes 
which were first issued on January 1st, 1878. 

Some of the special hand stamps used in 
connection with this service are of particular 
attraction, especially the Norwich Registra­
tion Stamp. 

MILITARY TELEGRAPHS 

Stamps of the unappropriated die types 
were first issued for Military Telegraphs in 
1884 and in the few pages that were shown 
the cancellations that were the chief points 
of interest. 

The manuscript provisionals were used ex­
clusively in Bechuanaland by the force under 
Sir Charles W a rren so that ther ':! is no diffi­
culty in identifying these cancellations of 
1885 . 

Egypt and Sudan provide more difficulty. 
"QI" is on one of the pieces th at show the 
name SUAKIM so that can be definitely al­
located to Sudan. It is possible that "SK" 
was also used at Suakim, at least it is a likely 
telegraphic abbreviation , but Mr. Lowe 
favors th is as the Egyptian type for the rea­
son that many more of these stamps were 
used in Egypt than in Sudan. 
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In 1895-96 a simil a r se t was issued bu t 
insc ribed "A R M Y T E L EGRAPH S." If 
used copies could be fo und dated du ring 
th ese year s th ey would h ave seen service in 
E ngland ( r d. to 2/ 6d.) or in th e A sh anti 
wa r in the Gold Coast (all values). None 
have ye t come Mr. L owe's way. 

H oweve r , th ese st amps were widely used 
in th e Second Boer W ar 1899 to 1902 and 
th e Army Telegraph cancellations a re found 
on post age and telegr aphs st amps, sometimes 
on letters passing through th e post. 

The id enti fica tion of these abbreviations 
has ye t to be solved but our speaker expressed 
some hopes of getting over th ese d ifficulties in 
th e nea r fu ture, 

H ad th er e been mor e time Mr. L owe could 
h ave shown oth er trend s th at h ave given him 
as much pleasure and entertainment, such as 
th e unu su al ra tes of post age, th e association 
letter s, and th e manuscript cancell ations. 
These a re but a few of th e innumer able 
tr aits of th at godd ess Phil atel ia w hose varied 
cha rms hold so many thrills. 

( Edit or's No te: T his r eport of th e meeting 
has been compiled from the notes w hich M r. 
R owson Lowe prep ar ed io r his exhibition.) 

M eeting of June 6, 1951 

Fra1.ce & Co lonies 

By ca reful timing, the F r ance & Colonies 
Group packed eleven exhibits into one eve­
ning, t aking exactly I hour 35 minutes fo r 
this extensive showing of sampl t's of th e huge 
va riety of st amps th at th e F r ench count r ies 
offe r. The meeting w as ove r at the usu al 
t ime, IO p. m., but th e exhibits in th e fr ames 
so inter es ted th e mt! mber s of both the F r ance 
& Colonies Group and of th e Collectors 
C lub w ho had packed th e meeting room, th at 
it was almost I I o'clock er e th e last frame 
could be emptied. 

As guest exhibito rs fo r th e evening, th e 
F rance & Colonies G roup included among 
both exhibiting and non-exhibiting members 
present no less th an fo urteen Collectors C lub 
members. 

Afte r some int rod uctory r emarks by Mr. 
A ll an R . Fe rn ald as P resident of the Group, 
M r. S. G. R ich, w ho was th e Group 's M .C . 
fo r this evening, promptly put on th e fi r st 
exhibitor , most of w hom had previously 
placed th eir mater ial in th e wall frames. The 
eleven exhibitors and their showings were : 
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Capt. Pf/illiam S . D elafield : The earl ie r 
French semi-postals shown used on everyday 
busin ess or commercial cove r s of the period 
of issue. 

M r. Ad1·ien B outrelle, w ho was not pres­
ent, sent an exhibit, w hich was explained by 
M rs. H elen Stringham, immed iate pas t Secr e­
t a ry of the Group for seven year s. M r. 
Boutrelle's showing was of va rieties of 
F rench st amps, and some C oloni als, mostly 
surcharged, w ith enl ar ging photog r aphs to 
m ake eve ry va r ie ty clear. 

Miss L ouise Clemenco n's single frame of 
th e h ighest spots of he r Reunion collection, 
st a rting with st ampless covers show ing th e 
period w hen old and present names of the 
island were both in use on postm arks, came 
right on to th e authorized use of post age dues 
for r egul a r post age, including even such use 
for .a letter going to anoth er French Colony .. 

Miss Agnes Burlingam e, in add ition to put­
ting up t wo fr ames of the French C athe­
drals on st amps, showed on the st and a 
number of " M aximum Cards"-pictorial 
post al card s w ith same subj ect as stamp, and 
used on the pictorial side of the card-also 
th e " Optimum" ca rd , in w hich the cancella­
tion shows th e same subject. 

M r. J ohn Weare, sh owing on th e st and , 
gave succinctly th e st o ry of the two first 
st amps issued by France plus the ch ange of 
color of the I fr anc 1849 to avoid confusion 
w ith th e 40 centime stamp issued later th at 
year. His few st amps shown illust r ated the 
procedu res fully, and h is sto ry was dramati­
cally told . 

M r. G ustav Wittenberg, also showing on 
th e st and , presented cover s f rom th e various 
F r ench wa rs, st a rting w ith th e pacifica tion of 
Cors ica un de r L ou is XVI , through each and 
eve ry war into W orld W ar IL 

Dr. R obert L. Wood occupied three fr ames 
with his beautifully a rr anged Somali Coast 
collection. The story o f th e fac titious revt'­
nue use of th e ea rly high-value " D iamonds" 
and th e sudden cessation of the "Crime 
W ave" for pay to ge t th ose st amps used, was 
one of th e evening's high spots. 

M r·. Edmond Q ueyroy exhibited essays and 
proofs of r ecent French Colonial st amps, ex-
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plaining their sequence, the manner of pro­
duction, and the status · of each kind with the 
greatest clarity. 

Mr. Charles Neidorf, showing for the first 
time at any stamp club or gathering, pre­
sented strikingly well arranged and mounted 
material on varieties of recent issues from 
Algeria, Morocco, and Tunis. Some of the 
varieties shown had never been reported in 
philatelic publications. 

Mr. Yvan Labat showed comprehensively 
the Port de la Rochelle and Pont du Gard 
stamps of France, with not only the varieties 
of each as usually treated, but a well worked 
out showing of the successive printings by 
their different colors, based on copies show­
ing date of use in the cancellations. 

Mr. Stephen G. Rich showed French pre­
cancels, with special emphasis on "Annulation 
pour !es imprimes" first type, used from 
1869 to 1891 and again in 1902-1905. The 
scarce 1893 Paris roller precancels were also 
featured. 

In the absence of President Bohn and 
Vice-President Britt, who had both to leave, 
Secretary Haverbeck presented the Club's 
Certificate to each exhibitor, amid a generous 
round of applause as each was handed out. 

The following new members were elected 
at the Board of Governors' Meetings held 
April 25th and May 23rd, 1951: 

No. 
2929 Gordon Smith, Winnetka, Ill.; Collects 

U. S., Austria, Netherlands, Orange 
Free State. 

2930 Olen V. Lowther, Davis, Oklahoma. 
2931 Paul M. Davidson, Glencoe, Ill.; Col­

lects Russia (Czarist issues only) ; 
China (all issues except foreign offices) ; 
Rooseveltian a. 

2932 Howard Lee, New York, N. Y.; Col­
lects Montenegro, Pal.estine, Serbia, 
Music on stamps. 

2933 Hans Dreyfuss, San Francisco, Calif.; 
Mexico 1856 to 1883. 

2934 Philip Silver, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Col­
lects U. S., Rooseveltiana, Sports. 

2935 Agnes Burlingame, Brooklyn, N . Y.; 
Collects France, U. S. A.; Austria. 

2936 James E. Donnelly, Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y.; Collects U. S., Ireland. 
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2937 Richard Tumor Mathias, Chicago, Ill.; 
Collects British Commonwealth, 19th-
2oth Century. 

2938 James Edward Cameron, Ballston 
Lake, N. Y.; United States I ssues. 

The Library .Committee reports the acqui­
sition of the following: 

"Postal History of Puerto Rico" by R. B. 
Preston & M. K. Sanborn 

"The St~mps of Great Britain ," by Dr. C. 
Gardner Hill 

"Manual on Methods of Reproducing Re­
search Materials," by Robert C. Binkley 

"Scott's U. S. Catalogue, Specialized," by 
Scott Publications 

"Atlas de los Colores," by C. Villalobos y 
Dominguez y Julio Villalobos 

"Stamp Hints," by H. R. Harmer Co. 
"Postage Stamps of Nepal ," by E. A . 

Smythies & L. E. Dawson 
"Reprints of the Stamps of Denmark," by 

R. King-Farlow & J. Schmidt-Andersen 
"A Geographical & Color Chart of The Pit­

ney Bowes Type-DM Postage Meter" 
"Official Catalogue of Bureau Precancels," 

by W . I. Mitchell and Berton Hoover 
"Catalogue des Cachets des Bureaux Ambu­

lants de France," by Dr. C arroll Chase 
& E. H. de Beaufond 

"The Postage Stamps of Denmark 1851-
1951," by J. Schmidt-Andersen. Trans­
lated by R. King-Farlow. 

"Stamps of India" by Jal Cooper. 
"Canada's Major & Minor Varieties from 

1897 on ," by Hans Reiche 
"Billig's Philatelic Handbook XIV," by Fritz 

Billig 
"Introduction to Stamps," by J. L. Grum­

bridge 
" Danmarks Og Dansk Vestindiens Frimaerk­

er," by G. A. Hageman 
"Katalog over N orges Frimerker," by Oslo 

Phil. Club 
"F ortegnelse over N orske Post-stemplet 

etter," by Stian Sannes 
"The Postage Stamps of China," by L. F. 

Livingston 
"A Glossary of Philatelic Terms," by Har­

old T. Graham. 
"Litteratur-N achrichten ," by Bund Deutscher 

Philatelisten. 
" Scott's Popular Stamp Catalogue," Scott 

Publications. 
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F ACT§ A BOU T §E LLING YOUR §TAMP§ 

e Public Auct ion is the modern way to sell most collections. 

e We have been conducting sales for over 20 years and our effi ­
cient , up to date , PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the maxi­
mum in results. 

e We can offer early dates and attractive terms. Liberal ad ­
vances pending sale. Expert supervision of all material by 
experienced philatelists. 

e OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila­
tel ic Properties privately, where this method is preferred . Our 
advice, backed by over 20 years of ethical dealing is at your 
service. 

e We a~e also prepared to purchase for cash Collections, Ac­
cumulations , Rarities , etc. 

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY GIVEN 

IR WIN HEIMAN~ In c .. 2 West 46th Street 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 

Telephone: LUxembu rg 2 - 2393 
LI. s.· PRICE LIST 
OUR 68 PACE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLU DES: 

Confederate Issues 
U. S. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of U. S. Plate 

Number Blocks 

· Your Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers 
Will Be Appreciated. 

JOHN A. FOX 
116 N A SS A U STREET, N . Y. C. , 7 , NEW YDR.K 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. IV v 
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Scott's 

SPECIALTY 
ALBUMS 

out in new 
1951 editions 

(compl e te through 1951 
Cata logue) 

Standard 

Album Title Full Album Supplement 
Independent Countries of Asia .... .. ... .. .. .. . .. .... ..... ...... ... ...... $14 .00 # 10 $4. 50 
France & Colonies ............ ......... .............. . ... ... .. .. ... .. .... ....... 2 1 .00 # 14 2 .2 5 
Germany & Colonies .. .. ........ .. ... . .... ... ... .. ..... ... ...................... 13.00 # 13 l. 50 
British Asia .. . .. ..... .......... .. .. ....... .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. ....... .. ... .. ..... .. ... l 3 .00 # 14 3.00 
Northern Europe .... . ..... . .... ....................... ...... . ... . ............ .. . 9.00 # 1 1 .50 
Latin West Indies ... . ....... ....... .. ... .. .. .. ................... . ... ........ .. 8.00 # 12 .60 
Soviet Republics ................. . ... ..... .... .... .. .. ...... .. .......... ... ....... l 0.00 # 12 .60 
Independent Countries of Africa (pa ges on ly) .... .. .............. 2 .00 # 11 .so 
Mexico (pa ges only) . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. .. .. . . . .. .. . . . . ... .. .. . . . .. .... .. . . . .. .. . 3 .00 #1 4 .so 
Guam , Hawaii & Philippines (pages only ) ......................... . l .50 # 10 .50 

Order today f rom y our dealer. 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
1 WEST 47th STREET NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 
N

SANABRIA'S 

AIR POST 

NEWS 

Just Off The Press 
Supplemeots and revitalizes 

Making it the most complete and newest 

HANDBOOK OF AER01PHILATELY. 

May, 1951 Issue $0.50. - Year's Subscription $1.00. 

Up-to-Date Catalog including Supplement $4.75 post free. 

NICOLAS SANABRI A CO., I NC. 
521 Fifth Aveoue • New York 17, N. Y. 
I THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. IV 



for CASH or for 

AUCTION SALE 

Collections, Dealers ' Stock 
Lots, Rarities, Airmails, 

Wholesa le 

Your stamps can be turned into cash by 

means of our most thorough wholesale and 

auction activities. Your material is brought 

to the attention of an active and buy-minded 

clientele BUILT UP OVER A PERIOD OF 

MORE THAN 25 YEARS in business em­

bracing customers throughout the world. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
220 West 87th St. , 

NEW YORK 24, N. Y. 
l

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO.
NEPAL 
Scot t No. Mint Used 

1881, la. #4 ... .. .. ... .... ... ....... .40 
1886, 2a. #8 ........ .. ........... .. . .15 
1886, 4a. #9 . ....... .. .... .. .. . ..... .25 
1 907' 2p. - 1 6p. # 26-9 . . . . . .. . . . . 1 5 
193 1 -4, 2p.- l R. # 30-6 .... . ... .65 
1935, 2p.-32p. # 38-43 ······ ·· .45 
1949, 2p .- l R. #51-9 ... .. ....... .90 .95 

Varieties 

1941, Error, 2p. green #44b .20 
1941, 4p . imperf. between pr. .95 
1941, 8p. imperf. between pr. 2.-
1941, 32p. imperf. between pr. 3.95 

On appro\·al against r eferences or deposit. 110-
page, 1851-52 Catalogue of India, India States, 
Bu rma " P eacocks," Jap Malayan Opts. , and Brit­
is h Co lonials in genera] mint and used- price 25c. 

BOMBAY PHILATELIC CO. , 
(Estd. in 1889) A.S.D.A., A.P.S., B.P.A., P.T.S. 

65 Nassau St ., Suite 114, 

NEW YO~K 38, N. Y. 

Phone CO 7-7147. 
Canad.a Officials 
At Sped.a[ Prices 

All Fine Mint Blocks Pro Rata 

A PERFORATED LARCE O.H.M.S. 
7 Different (Regular $12. ) Used .. .... $8.95 

B PERFORATED SMALL O.H.M.S. 
43 Diffe rent, Mint . .... .. .. ... . .. .. .... .. . .. $ 24.25 
42 Different, Used ............... ........ ... $12.75 

C SURCHARCED " O.H.M.S." 
1 7 Different, Complete 

Mint $6.45 Used $7.50 
50c Lumbering Mint ................. . $3.95 

D SURCH'ARCED " C" 
Mint $3.95 Used $4.60 

5 % discount if you remit U. S. Funds . 

1951 B. N. A. CATALOG 25c 
(Refundable on a $ 2.00 order) 

J. N. SISSONS 
59 Wellington St. , Toronto, Canada 
Announcement 

The Collectors Club Philatelist 

Cumulative Index 
Vols. I Thru XXX ( 1922 - 1951 j 

W i ll be published in 1952 

* * * 

The Postage Stamps of 

NEPAL 
(s tarting in this number of the C. C. P.) 
wi ll be available in booklet form in the 
late fall, 1951 . 

The Secretary, Collectors Club, 22 
East 35 St., New York 22, N. Y. 
is now taking reservations for the 
above. 
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STAMP COLLECTING 

is an INTERNATIONAL HOBBY 
It 1s not enough for the collector to know 
only his own country's activities: to be on 
top he must know what is going on all over 
the world. 

That is why more and more Americans are 
reading the London weekly-

The paper with all the news from Britain, 

Europe, The British Commonwealth, and 

most other countries. 

Send $3 now by money order for 52 weekly 
copies, or ask for a free sample copy from :-

STAMP COLLECTING LTD., 
27, Maiden Lane, 

London W.C.2. England 
VIII THE COL
E§§AY§ and PROOF§ 

Are regularly offered 

in my 

A uction Sales 

Request Free Catalogues 

EUGENEN. CO§TALE§ 

99 Nassau Street., 
New York 7 , N . Y. 
 

FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

SOMETIME every collector wants 
some special service: He wants to 
sell his collection for the best pos­

sible price; he wants to buy a great 
rarity or an unusual group of stamps, 
not to be found in dealers ' r egular 
stocks; he wants reliable information 
about his philatelic affairs. Just such 
service is th e sole function of J . C. 
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company 
has nothing to sell; it acts, on commis­
sion, for collectors who wish to add to 
their collections or dispose of them in 
whole or in part. Collections for dis­
posal a re examined without cost (except 
postage) to the owner and commissions 
are charged only on completed trans­
actions. If yo u want to buy or sell . 

Always Ask Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC. 
(Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Cnin Co. Inc. ) 

172 Fulton St. , New York 17, N. Y. 
is important to you 

We Are Prepared To Offer 
Outstanding U. S. Items 
To Enhance It 

ALSO: We are prepared to sell your col­
lection or single items of merit through the 
medium of our Public Auctions. We will 
advance 75 % of our appraised valuation. 

ALSO : We are prepared to buy your col­
lection in its entirety or single items of 
merit. 

Correspondence Invited 

j
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SUMMER RETAIL 
LIST 

e Stampless Covers 

• Adhesives on Cover 

• Cancellations 

• 19t h Cent. U. S. 

GLADLY SENT ON REQUEST 

San1.nel C. Paige 
45 Bro1niield Street 

Boston 8 . ltlass. 
HE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATEL IST, VOL. XXX, NO. 
NO. 18 
of our 

MERCURY STAMP JOURNAL 
ed'T't'ed by Edwin Muelle r, contai ns a rt ic les 

" A Stamp is Born" and " E'uropean Classics: 

Baden," as well as a grea t number of sho rt 

notes in al l ph ila t el ic fields . A Special 

Offer: Brit ish Empire , offering more tha n 

1300 advan tageous ly pr iced it ems, is in ­

cluded in a supp lemen t . 

Price 25c post free 

which wi ll be refunded on eve ry o rde r of 
$ 5 or more. 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 Fifth Ave. (at 44th St.) 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 
Telephones : MU2-7106 a nd 2-6976 
1840 -1890 

• 
specialize in rare 

stamps of all countries, 
issue.d during the above 
period , a.nd have one of 
the best stocks in exist­
ence. Enquiries invited . 

• 
DOUGLAS ROTH 

Fairways, Mona Crescent, 
Newlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
Something to Get Hot About 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO'S. 
MIDSUMMER MAIL SALE 

Closing July 20th 

Featuring "lots" of inte rest to a ll. 

Ou tstanding Sec t ions of: ISRA EL,-PALES­
TINE- POSTA L STAT ION ERY- VATICAN 
CITY-FL IGHT COV ERS . 

Catalogue free for t he asking. 

(Be sure your name is on our mailing list 
for this, as well as all ou r forthcoming 
sales.) 

DEPT. 35 

116 Nassau St. New York 38 , N. Y. 
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LONG -- RITISH SETS 
1935 Silver Jubilee Issue 

62 Issues - 249 Stamps 

Complete in M int Singles ..... ........ ... .... ............... .... ..... .. ... ....... $85.00 

* * * 
1937 Coronation Issue 

60 Issues - 202 Stamps . 

Complete in Mint Singles ..... ... .... .... ... ............. .. ..... ...... ... .. .. ...... $8.50 

* * * 
1946 Peace Issue 

62 Issues - 164 Stamps 

Complete in Mint Singles ... ........... .. ........ ... ..... .. ... .. ...... ..... .. ...... $7 .50 

* * * 
1948 Wedding Issue 

69 Issues - 138 Stamps 

Complete in Mint Singles .......... ....... ........ ..... ... ..... ...... .... .. .... $200 .00 

Low Values Only - 69 Stamps 

Complete in Mint Singles ............. .. .. ... ............ ... ........ ... .. ..... .... . $2.00 

* * * 
1949 Universal Postal Union Issue 

76 Issues - 317 Stamps 

Complete in Mint Singles .. ... .. ... .. .......... ................ ... ............... $40.00 

Crown Colonies Only - 66 Issues - 264 Stamps 

Complete in M int Singles ... .............. ... .... ...... .. ............ .. .......... $32 .50 

SIDNEY F. BARRETT 
87 Nassau Street New York 38, N. Y. 

Telephone CO 7-6070 
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THE ROYAL PHILATELIC COLLECTION 
-+­

by 

Sir John Wilson, Bart., C.V.O. 
-+-
Editor 

Clarence Winchester 
-+-

Published by 
The Dropmore Press, London, England 

-+-
[n addition to the unique catalogue of stamps with Introductory Explanation 
in English, French and Spani•h and forty-eight monochrome Plates, there 
will be a monograph by the author illustrated with twelve magnificent sunk 
Plates in accurate colour photo-lithography, with inter-leaved tissues, sixteen 
Plates in half-tone and, in the preliminary pages, two collotype portraits of 
H. M. King George V and H. M. King George VI. A simple and complete 
key to symbols will also be included to provide easy reference. 

-+-
fhis priceless volume will be boond in full red Niger Morocco, measuring 
10¥., inches by 14 ¥., inches and it will be contained in a cloth bound slip case. 

-+-
The Price will be $180 (U.S.A.) & $ 190 (Canada) 

including special packing, registration and insurance subject to permission 
lo import into the United States and Canada. _._ 
A Prospectus, giving full details of this outstandin g work. is n ow in prepara­
tion and will be available in September. Please send for a copy of this 
ProSoectus if ... rn ... .,, ........ _in+.,_ ... .,..,,+.,.;m _in "" "" ; 0 .nnio.u .Yhli.c&tino;nn..,=========+l=========>l''I"'=====

-.- I II 
THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF DENMARK 

1851 - 1951 
-+-
by 

J. Schmidt-Andersen, Esq., R.D.P., F.R.P.S.L. 
-+-

Published by 

the Ceneral Directorate of the Royal Danish Post Office, 
Copenhagen, 1951 

-+-
This treatise on the first hundred years of Danish postage stamps has 
been excellently translated into English from the original Danish 
manuscript by the well-known student 

Roland King- Farlow, Esq. , F.R.P.S.L. 
-+-

300 pages Foolsca p folio 600 illustrations 
-+-

Published Edition ................. ... .... ........ $ 5, post free 
Special Library Edi t ion .... ... ...... ......... .. $ 8, post free 

LTD. 
50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.1 

Telephone: Trafalgar 4034 Cables: "Stamps, London" 



-----------------------
"Thank } ' OU very much for your letter of the twenty-second with 

check and final report on the sale. 

l am unequivocabl y pleased with both the general results and your 

handling of my stamps. 

You have done an excellent job and I feel have been most scrupu­

lously fair to both seller and bidder." 

-----------------------
And later in reply to a request for permission to use his comments. 

,-------------------------
l "First of all, may I say that you are quite welcome to quote 

my comments os I om one of those unfortunate fellows who 
CAN'T get enthusiastic if he doesn't mean it. Therefore I 

1 
I 

meant what I said and if it is of any use or value to you, I ,~~~~­
shall certainly not object to your quoting a sincere 

1 

comment." 1 
L--- ------------------J 

This pa ty r purchased the . . 
H. R. Harmer auction ma1ority of his stamps through 

f 
s over the ew years. Th recent period of th 

ere was no questi e past 
values, just a first class . ~n of long-term increase of 

. service 1n b · 
entire satisfaction. uy1ng and selling to his 

Therefore h h • ' w et er your interest i • • 
selhng rare stamps your answ . s in buying rare stamps or 

er IS as always H. R. HARMER 

The F0 • inest Service at the U sual Commission Rate. 

H. /!;n:,f!~~mper, Inc. 
32 EAST 57th STREET Auctioneers 

NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 

Plaza 3-6481 




