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It is possible to communicate with the management of the journal to publish
topics and research in Arabic by communicating directly through the website or

through e-mail, and topics can be also received in both English and French.

Editorial Note: Issue 22, 9th Year

THE AR Ab ).5" d\'i'w Issue 22 of The Arab Collector is published alongside
the preceding issue as part of a deliberate effort to
CTO make up for the recent hiatus and to resume the
magazine’s journey with greater clarity and structure
for the future.

Web51te: www.arabcollector.com
Email: arabcollector@gmail.com

Facebook: ArabCollector The past months have allowed us to reassess our
experience, refine our editorial processes, and estab-
(CC BY-NC-ND 4.0) J95 4.0 3LVl gis - 3lo s - ibabl aud lish more solid foundations to ensure the publication’s
o 1§ ol Gllas continuity and growth. In this issue, we aim to present
S ol by 3 ol iy 3509 e = AL studies and topics that further deepen historical and
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scholarly understanding of collecting disciplines
across the Arab world.

)l Y el 13 plasial eiSg Y — 3lod 8 Publishing two consecutive issues together is, above
Aasl) S5kl 355 iSg Y dasdl 13 o sl 5T ool o) Cad 13) — SlizaY) gio all, a statement of commitment—to our readers,
researchers, and all those who regard this magazine as
@ @@@ a serious platform for knowledge and documentation.

We look forward with confidence to a more stable and
L e o prosperous phase ahead, with your continued engage-
Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format ment and Support.

Under the following terms:

Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0)

Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if

With sincere appreciation,
changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the _
licensor endorses you or your use. W vzoz

NonCommercial — You may not use the material for commercial purposes.
NoDerivatives — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you may not distribute the

modified material.
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In 1918, while the world lived under the shadows of the First
World War, the seas had become fierce battlegrounds between
fleets and submarines. Amid those stormy days, the French
steamer “Atlantique” (S.S. Atlantique), operated by the Messag-
eries Maritimes Company, sailed from the Port of Port Said in
Egypt, heavily laden with passengers, cargo, and vast amounts of

mail bound for Europe.

The journey was anything but easy. Because of the lurking threat
of German submarines, every maritime trip had to proceed

within protected convoys.

On May 9, 1918, close to the Tunisian coast, the convoy was
suddenly ambushed by a German submarine, which launched a
torpedo that struck the “Atlantique” on her starboard side. The
explosion was violent, seawater flooded into the ship’s hull rap-
idly, and both passengers and crew faced terrifying moments of

panic.

Despite the scale of the disaster, the French crew displayed ex-
traordinary bravery. With the help of three British destroyers,
they managed to save the ship from total sinking, towing her

slowly towards the port of Bizerte in Tunisia, where she barely

December 2025 | ¥+Y0 Js¥I 055 / yomnd

Adam Hafez
Egypt

stayed afloat.
The passengers were evacuated safely, but the ship’s mail

had been completely immersed in seawater.

Postcard: The “Atlantique” Steamer Sailing through the Waters of Port Said, Egypt.

After reaching the port, the exhausting work of attempting to
salvage the mail began. The letters and parcels were extracted
from the hold, drenched, torn, and badly damaged. Most stamps
had floated away, inks had dissolved, and texts had faded into
near-illegibility.

Nonetheless, the postal workers were determined not to aban-

don these valuable shipments to the waves. The rescued letters
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were transported to the city of Marseille, where an important
decision was made: Every surviving piece of mail would bear a

special mark to testify to its incredible survival story.

Thus appeared the now-famous handstamp: “BATEAU NAU-
FRAGE MARSEILLE” (meaning “Shipwreck — Marseille”). This
simple mark, now recognized by all maritime postal historians
and collectors, quietly told every reader: this letter endured the

inferno of the sea and survived against all odds.

Among these surviving artifacts, one cover stands out vividly. It
was sent from the Egyptian Expeditionary Force stationed in

Egypt, dated March 24, 1918, and destined for England.

On its back, a special label was affixed stating: “Damaged by
immersion in sea water through enemy action.” When exam-
ined closely, the effects of the seawater, the torn folds, and the
dissolved ink are clearly visible. Despite all that it endured, this
single envelope stands as a silent witness to one of the most

tragic and powerful moments of war.

Wreck mail, as it is known among philatelists, represents a rare
and fascinating branch of philately.

Its value lies not in its beauty or neatness but in the story it car-
ries. Every piece of such mail holds a living testimony to natural
or human disasters, narrating tales of hope, struggle, and surviv-
al. Even the strongest storms could not prevent these letters

from reaching their destinations.

Covers such as the one res-
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Cover mailed by a member of the Egyptian Expeditionary Forces, postmarked Army Post Office SZ 32 on 24 March
1918, addressed to Yorkshire, England, bearing red censor mark No. 4733, showing clear signs of water damage

from enemy action at sea with a bilingual London salvage label affixed on the back.

The Arab CollecTor |

cued from the wreck of the
“Atlantique” are rare treasures
that combine postal history
with military chronicles. They
tell stories not only of battles
and storms but also of human
resilience and the enduring
spirit of communication in

times of chaos.

Today, such items are highly
valued among philatelists and
historians, regarded as rare
pieces of humanity’s collective

memory.

In the end, the story of this
cover teaches us that letters

are not just ink and paper.

They are living souls traveling

across  nations,  carrying

dreams, hopes, and voices.

Even the mightiest storms
could not silence a letter that

was destined to arrive.
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Vladimir Kachan

Belarus

Philately is the study of post-
age stamps and postal history.
Varieties and errors are a fa-
vorite subject of study for phi-
latelists, and among them are
rare stamps involving butterflies

An offset is a mirror impres-
sion of the image on the reverse
side of the stamp, which is the
result of a technological error of
printing. This term is derived
from the German word abkly-

One of the earliest known offset
of the butterfly image on the re-
verse side of the stamp was re-
corded on the 1962 German “For
the Youth” issue (Figure 3)
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Figure 1 - Ecuadorian postage stamp from 1970 depicting Morpho cypris

butterfly with a color error on a letter that went through the mail

Color varieties are perhaps
the most numerous and varied.
Minor differences in shade re-
flect differences in the ink and
paper used and the intensity of
the printing. More dramatic,
however, are colors wholly or
partly omitted or doubled, dis-
placed from their intended posi-
tions, and printed or offset on
the back of the stamp. (Figure 2)

Figure 2 - Ecuador, 1970 80c butterfly ‘Morpho cypris’ the top row showing

(partial) offset of violet impression on reverse
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Figure 3 - Germany 1962 stamp, offset of the
Nymphalis antiopa butterfly

Ecuador is one of the smallest
South American countries Amer-
ica and is home to one of the
largest number of butterfly spe-
cies. About 4,000 butterflies
have been recorded in Ecuador,
which makes it stand out even
among South American nations
known for their vast lepidopter-
an populations.

In this regard, on 03. 01. 1970,
the postal administration of Ec-
uador issued a colorful series of
10 stamps depicting various spe-
cies of butterflies. The stamps
were printed with a colored
background. However, on 09.
08. 1970, this series of butter-
flies was issued with a white
background (Figure 4)
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cypris butterfly and offset
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The adventures did not end
there and this issue has quite a
few pieces that may be of great
interest to thematic philatelists.
An interesting feature of the Ec-
uadorian stamps depicting but-
terflies is the presence of many
printing errors. (Figure 5)

One hundred and fifteen years
after New Zealand’s the first
‘Full  Face Queen’ postage
stamps were issued, the 1970
definitive set containing depic-
tions of six butterflies and moths
appeared. A set of six stamps
with the lowest values within
this series of definitive stamps

Ecurpor
)

-

PIRIUTE
LEUCDOROSIME

PEREUTE
LEUCOOROSIME

gooru)]

was printed by Harrison
and Sons Ltd.

London using the pho-
togravure process. Is-
sued 2nd September
1970, these definitive
stamps offer a good
area of research be-
cause they have many
errors and variations.

(Figure 7)

Figure S - Pair of Ecuadorian 1970 imperforate
stamps featuring Pereute leucodrosime butterfly

and offset

Offset printing errors occur
when some or all of a stamp de-
sign is transferred from one
sheet to the back of another be-
fore the ink has dried. The imag-
es usually appear reversed on
the back of the stamp (Figure 6)

Figure 6 - Ecuador 1970 block of four, offset

printing error with Catagramma astarte butterfly

Figure 7 - New Zealand stamp 1970 with all colors
offset on back and image of a butterfly Lycaena

salustius
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An error refers to failures
which can occur in the stamp
production or printing process.
They result in the finished prod-
uct not having the intended ap-
pearance. (Figure 8)

They can have serious visual mis-
takes that are repeatable and, as
a result, are very scarce. One of
these types of printing errors is
offset . (Figure 9)

Figure 9 - New Zealand stamp 1970 with offset

printing on gum side and image of a butterfly

Argyrophenga antipodum

There are different offset
types. For instance, mirror im-
pression canbe normal (straight)
or inverted. In the second case,
the image on the back side is up-
side-down with respect to the
image on the front side. In addi-
tion, the mirror impression can
be full or partial.

(Figure 10)

In a full offset, the entire picture
is reproduced on the back side
of the stamp, and in a partial off-
set, only some elements of the
pattern are printed. In cases
when only one color of ink is
transferred to the back side, it is
also considered a partial offset
(Figure 11)
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Figure 8 - New Zealand stamp 1970 with major black color offset image of Vanessa gonerilla butterfly

on the back and two stamps with other color error
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Figure 10 — Strip of seven New Zealand postage stamps 1970 with a partial offset of Vanessa gonerilla

butterfly on the reverse

Figure 11 — New Zealand stamp 1970 with

butterfly Argyrophenga antipodum color error

and yellow colour offset on the back side

Furthermore, an offset can be
shifted, that is, shifted horizon-
tally (right, left) or vertically (up,
down) in relation to the image
on the front side of the stamp.
Quite often there are stamps on
which the offset is shifted both
horizontally and vertically. How-
ever, it is very rare to find a part
of a stamp sheet with offset
(Figure 12)

The 2% cent Nyctemera annu-
lata moth stamps were sur-
charged in 1971 when postal
rates increased. There are three
varieties of this overprint. Also,
collectors can find these stamps
with offset overprints

(Figure 13)
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Figure 13 — New Zealand stamp 1970 with image
of Nyctemera annulata moth with normal and

offset overprint 1971
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Figure 12 - New Zealand 1970 marginal block of 12 stamps featuring the Nyctemera annulata moth on

offset with all colors scaled
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In July 6, 1971 the New Zea-
land Postal Administration is-
sued a stamp booklet including
butterflies and moths from the
1970 definitive series. Here one
pane contained six 3cent stamps
featuring Declana egregia moth.
Researchers can find the offset
of this stamp in the booklet .

(Figure 14)
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Figure 14 — New Zealand 1971 3c booklet pane

with offset Declana egregia moth

Another pane contained six
4cent stamps featuring Charagia
virescens moth. As a result of
careful research of stamp book-
lets, a unique panel 4c Charagia
virescens moth with pur-
ple-brown and yellow offset
colors on a complete booklet
pane was discovered.

(Figure 15)
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Figure 15 — New Zealand 1971 4c unique booklet

pane with offset Charagia virescens moth

In 1977, supplies of the 1970
definitive 4 cent Charagia
virescens moth stamps were
overprinted by the New Zealand
Government Printing Office with
8 cent denominations and made
up into rolls of 400 stamps to fit
in automatic stamp-affixing ma-
chines. Varieties are also known
here (Figure 16)
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New Zealand

Figure 16 — New Zealand stamp 1970 with image
Charagia virescens moth and overprint 8c, also

this stamp with yellow-orange offset

In 1937, France issued a series

of tax stamps for its colonial
Equatorial Africa featuring a styl-
ized butterfly design.
The stamps depicted a stylized
butterfly with the numeral of
value printed over it. In this rea-
son these stamps were referred
to as the “Numeral of value on
Equatorial butterfly”’. This early
issue with butterflies is also in-
teresting because you can acci-
dentally find offset printing er-
ror here (Figure 17)
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Figure 17 — Tax stamp of French Equatorial Africa
1937 featuring stylized butterfly and rarest

butterfly offset
It is crucial to note that off-

sets, as well as other varieties
associated with manufacturing
defects, are considered valuable
stamps (Figure 18)

Figure 18 — Postage stamp of Dominican Republic
1966 and offset with the Ascia monuste eubotea

butterfly

Errors have always been an im-
portant part of philately. They
are in high demand and can
sometimes be quite expensive
because their flaws have unin-
tentionally created some of the
rarest and most visually striking
stamps in the world (Figure 19)
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Figure 19 - Imperforated stamp of Lebanon 1930

with Bombyx mori moth and rarest offset

| hope that my article will stim-
ulate the interest of philatelists in
further researching of a rare phil-
atelic material with butterflies
and moths. | wish for enthusiasts
of thematic philately had new
discoveries and enjoyment. Au-
thor always glad to share his ex-
perience and to help for philate-
lists with butterfly and moth
theme in improving their philatel-
ic collections by e-mail: vladimir.
kachan.1958@gmail.com
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