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WHAT GOES ON AT POLONUS 
The year 1979 will be an impor­

tant one in the history of Polonus. 
The Society will celebrate its 40th 
birthday, and this will be an im­
portant event in our lives. I em­
phasize: "in our lives", be-
cause many members like 
myself, have been with the 
Society well over a quarter 
of a century. Personally, I 
am right proud and happy 
to be a small part of Polo­
nus and I'm sure you feel 
the same way. 

We all watched the Soc­
iety grow, little by little, to 
a strong and respected or­
ganization. Today, Polonus 
is the only philatelic club 
in the world to have pro-
moted Polish philately for 
forty years. Many of the 
original founders have al-
ready passed on and many are 
inactive because of their age. 
Nevertheless, the foundation they 
laid was a good and solid one. 

Since 1939, thru thick and thin, 
thru glories and disappointment, 
from a small local club emerged 
a monumental structure of inter­
national magnitude. With sadness 
we bade farewell to those who 
left us and with joy we welcomed 
new members. 

~ 

;.u- IR· \: 
about better cooperation and un­
derstanding among the members. 
The older members were happy 
to see their followers maintain­
ing the goals of the Society. From 
this turning point, achievements 
of the Society became known, not 
only locally, but internationally 
as well. Polonus members exhi­
bited at national and internation­
al shows acquiring high awards 
for Polish material. In 1973 and 
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1976, we moved the POLPEX to 
downtown Chicago for large scale 
shows. 

And now as we approach POL­
PEX 79, with life today much 
faster and our slowing down a 
bit, we must give thought to the 
future, the big job ahead of us, 
and to the newcomers who will 
follow us. 

We in Chicago arc attempting 
to put together the largest show 
in the history of Polonus, a show 
we can all be proud o•. The Pol­
pex Committee will do the leg 
work, but we need everyone's 
support. We need helo with ex­
hibits, subscribers to the medal­
lion, writing of articles to be used 
in the philatelic press. We need 
suggestions and comments. 

The exhibition hall will accom 
modate 500 to 600 frames and 
that means a lot of exhibits. Par 
ticipate as an exhibitor and sub 
mit your entry application now. 
l•'or more entry forms write to the 
Entry Chairman, John S. Bobo, 
1668.-Sycamore St., Des Plaines, 
IL 60018. 

Shown on the first page is the 1 

reverse side of the medallion put 
out jointly by Polonus and the Po 

lish American :--Jumismatic Asso 
ciation commemorating the 200th 
anniversary of General Casimir 
Pulaski's death at the Battle of 
Savannah. This gilded medallion 
will be available to those who 
contribute the sum of $50.00 or 
more to help defray the costly 
expenses of POLPEX 79. Make 
checks payable to the Polonus 
Philatelic Society and send them 
to Roman H. Strzelecki, 1620 Ko. 
Latrobe Ave., Chicago, IL 60639. 

Each month we'll publish more 
details and give a progress report 
on the s h ow. Our committee 
members have their jobs assign 
ed to t'iem Now that vacations 
are over ( except for mushroom 
picking) we hope that all will de­
vote a bit more time to the com 
ing POLPEX 79. 

Roman H. Strzelecki 
APPLICANTS PENDING 
R. M. Mathews 

5249 Tuscon Circle 
Fair Oaks, CA 95628 

Ronald Wm. Pruss 
8758 Lozen 

Sterling Hts., MI 48078 
Edw. K. Dziennis 

74 Riverview Ave. 
Piscatway, NJ 08854 

POLAND BALLOON FLIGHT COVERS 
1960 4 covers II-C- 105 8 . $6.00 
1961 4 covers II C- 110 13 . . 5.00 
1962 4 covers II-C-114 17 . . 3.00 
1963 4 covers II-C-118 21 . . 3.00 
1964 4 covers II-C-122 25 . 3.00 
1965 4 covers II-C-126 9 3.00 
1966 4 covers II C 130 33 . 3.00 
1967 4 covers II-C-134 37 . . 3.00 
1968 1 covers II-C-138 .75 
1969 1 covers II-C-139 .75 
1970 No flight made 
1971 1 cover II-C 140 .75 
1972 1 cover . .. .. . .. .75 
1973 1 cover .. . .. . .. .75 

BIENIECKI • BOX 100 
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1974 I cove, .50 
1975 No flight made 
1976 l cove;· ... . . .50 
1977 I cover ... . . .50 

Mint balloon labels are available 
also 

First Flights, Glider, Helicopter. 
etc. a!c;o stocked. 

RockeL Flight covers and mint 
labels also in stock. 

Some pre-1939 balloon covers are 
available, su!:>ject unsold. 

• GRANITE CITY, IL 6204:) 
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THE "LOT" AIRLINK OF POLAND-PALESTINE 
By FRED F. BLAU, Chicago, Ill. 

The Polish Airlines LOT ("Pol­
skie Linie Lotnicze") opened com­
mercial air service between Po­
land and Palestine about 40 years 
ago. A trial flight took place on 
October 27th, 1936 between War­
saw and Haifa, on which 1,5000 
lbs. of mail was flown. Mail from 
this flight included pieces from 
various towns in Poland with simi­
lar commemorative postmarks ap­
plied in Warsaw and Lw6w read­
ing: "Warszawa 19 27 X-1936 Port 
Lotniczy" and "Lw6w 2 27-X-1936 
Port Lotniczy". In Fig. 1, a letter 

,)~le ~½,1/11..o- di l 
J1b--. ~rl'.\ .. dlow.s 

le!- .-, v ,',/ 

_., 

Fig. 1 
from Warsaw is reproduced. (All 
illustrations are in reduced size.) 
During a stay-over in Bucharest, 
Roumania, a mailbag containing 
18 registered letters went aboard 
the plane. Today these letters arc 
very scarce items. The Bucha­
rest Post Office used a special 
postmark in French which read: 
"First Postal Flight Bucharest­
Haifa P.L.L. LOT, 27 Oct. 1936. 
Use Airmail." And another post­
mark appears on this cover: "Bu­
caresti Par Avion 26 Oct. 1936." I 
have to admit that I searched for 
over 20 years for this cover. On 
arrival in Palestine every piece 
of mail, with the exception of the 
18 covers from Bucharest, re­
ceived a commemorative cachet 
in Hebrew (all in violet ink) trans-
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lated: "First Flight Poland-Eretz 
Israel 27-X-1936 (Fig. 2 cover 
from Lw6w). 

Fig. 2 
Regular air service by LOT be­

tween Poland and Palestine began 
April 5th, 1937, and the leading 
English newspaper in the Middle 
East "The Palestine Post, Jeru­
salem reported: AIRMAIL PO 
LAND-PALESTINE - The Gene 
ral Post Office in Jerusalem is 
sued a special notice March 16th, 
1937 under the heading AIRMAIL 
TO EUROPE, in the three official 
languages, which reads in English 
as follows: "It is hereby notified 
that, commencing April 5th, 1937, 
airmail from Palestine for coun 
tries in Eastern and Northern Eu­
rope will be dispatched from Pa­
lestine three times weekly on Mon­
day, Wednesday and Friday by 
machines of the LOT company. 
The countries to be served by this 
route will be Rhodesia, G~·eece, 
Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Turkey, Po­
land Danzig, Roumania, U.S.S.R., 
and the Baltic countries. The ma­
chines are due to reach Warsaw 
on the following day of the depar­
ture from Lydda. Particulars of 
the rates of postage and air fee 
as well as the latest time of post­
ing are obtainable at any post 
office." (The three weekly flights 
were reduced to one weekly flight 
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during the winter.) 
A map issued by LOT is seen 

in Fig. 3. It shows the route and 
the connections, and as well the 
extension by LOT to and from 
Helsinki. 

Fig. 3 
Fig. 4 shows a cover flown on 

the first REGULAR airmail flight 
on Aoril 5, 1937. It is from LW6W 
to TEL A VIV (L YDDA). A si!lli­
lar commemorative postmark was 
applied on covers and cards post­
~d in Warsaw. Again on arrival 
in Palestine all mail received a 
commemorative cachet, slightly 
diffe;-ent from the one on the trial 
! light, and reads: "First Regular 
Airmail Flight Poland Eretz Israel 
5.IV .1937". ll is not known how 
many pieces of mail were carried 
on this flight. Mail from different 
stages are practically unknown. 
In Fig. 5 you see a cover from 
the stage: SOFIA TEL A VIV, 
with registration No. Sofia 000853 
and the special postmark: "Poste 
Aerienne Sofia 2.IV.937." The ar­
rival postmark: "Registered Tel 
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A\'iv 7 AP 37." In the upper left 
corner in manuscript: Pa· Avion 
LOT." I have never seen a piece 
from the return flight from Pales 
tine to Poland. I a'11 sure that 
they exist. It is recorded that on­
ly 40 pieces were on board the 
plane, including mail TO OTHER 
countries. So I proudly present 
as Fig. 6 a letter flown on that 
flight from Palestine to Roumania 
with the Bucharest arrival post­
mark: "Bucaresti Arrived by Air 
5 Apr. 1937. 22." And in Fig. 7 a 
postcard with the airmail label: 
"By Airmail LOT from Lydda to 
Vienna." Again, the:;2 two piece3 
are rarities. 

On April 30, 1937 LOT extended 
the route to the North of Europe 
to Helsinki, Finland. Under Fig. 8 
a letter carried from Hcl;inki via 
Warsaw to Tel Aviv. The cachet 
reads: '' Finlande -Pologn e-Pales­
tine, 30.4.1937, First Flight." 

Before closing this article I want 
to mention that the first piece of 
airmail from Poland arrived in 
Palestine in April 1930. Mail car­
ried from Poland to Karachi vic1 
GAZA (Palestine) was a combined 
operation between LOT and Im­
perial Airways. The re;>roduced 
cove· in Fig. 9 is un.ortunately 
not in my c.ollection. It is own~d 
br a friend of mine in Rotterdam, 
Holland. He t'>o, collects "Airmail 
of the Holy Land." Perhap:, thi:, 
article will help me to get one 
o[ these pieces to complete my 
collec.tion of the airlink of Poland 
Pal:!stine. 

POLPHIL 79 
The Polish Philatelic Society of 

Australia will celebrate its 20th 
Anniversary in the second half 
of 1979 with POLPHIL 79 in Mel­
bourne. Details as to exact date 
will be published as soon as they 
are available. 
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NEXT MEETING 
Friday, September 22, 1978: 

Program Meeting at Veterans 
Hall. Fred Blau to speak on the 
"Lot" Airlink of Poland-Pales­
tine. Starting at 8:00 p.m. 

APPLICANTS PENDING 
Eugene Wolos!ewicz 

1939 W. Rogers St. 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 

Michael Kwiatkowski 
702 Kewadin Village 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
Frank B. Lamparski 

42 Dreas Dr. 
Oswego, IL 60543 

Henry P . Wachowski 
23 Penzance Rd. 

Stamford, CT 06902 

DECEASED 
Eugene J. Labecki #656 

214 Lyman St. 
Holyoke, MA 01040 

CONGRATULATIONS 
" It gives me great pleasure to 

send you this check for $100.00 
i\S the winner of the Ben Reeves 
Literature Contest for 1978 COM­
PEX" wrote Dr. James J. Ma­
tejka to our honorary member, 
Dr. Mieczyslaw A. Lipinski of 
Poznan, Poland. He received the 
check for his "Upper Silesia Plate 
Block Issues" published in the 
COMPEX 1978 catalogue pages: 
95-101. The article qualified for 
the Compex Literature G r a n d 
A ward and the Ben Reeves Liter­
ature Award for 1978. 

Our congratulations to Dr. Li­
pinski on this philatelic literature 
writing achievement. 

~ ,~~··~·...,..,...,., ###.1#1 

POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Chester A. Schafer, Ed,tor 

864 N Ashland, Ch,cogo, IL 60622 
Jomes Mozepo, Secretory 

H.nes V.A. Hospital, Box 381 
Hones, IL 60141 

1620 N. Latrobe, Ch:cogo, IL 60639 
Romon H. Strzelecki, TreosJrer 

The Polonus Pholotelic Society is non­
pol,ticol. Views expressed by authors 
of articles appearing hereon do not 
necessarily express the views of the 
Polonus Philatelic Society. 

- Annual Dues are $5.00 -...,..,..,.,.~.,..,...,.,,.,, 

NEW MEMBERS 
Stanley Wielgus 

1233 So. 7th St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19147 

John Glyn 
58 evilles Ct., Dollis Hill Lane 

London, NW 2 England 
Edmund J. Banzarewicz 

1279 Enderbury Dr., Apt. 4 
St. Louis, MO 63125 

Scott Sarnikowski 
2300 Regent Way, Apt. 7 

Castro Valley, CA 94546 

K-LINE PAGES 
FOR POLAND 

1977 SUPPLEMENT # 22/77 
$2.70 (plus 9Sc post.I 

500th Anniv2rsary of 
COPERNICUS - $6.20 
Part 2 (Final) - $4.2S 

Plus 80c pest each, or $ l 35 for both 
Tl D BIT Write us for a special price on 

Our member Dr. W. Kolakow- comp1ete Poland pages 
ski of Great Neck, N.Y. is an act- K-LINE PUBLISHING, INC. 
• ff' • th • t t· 1 Gea. C. Kobylka 
ive o icer m e m ~rna wna Box 159, Berwyn, IL 60402 
order of the Knights ::_o.=_f ...=M=al:.::t=.a:.... - -========================== 
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