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UNITED NATIONS INVITATION FOR 
AERO PHILATELISTS 1959 CONVENTION 

AERO PHILATELISTS has been invited by Reidttr Tvedt , Chief, UNITED NATIONS 
Postal Administration to participate in the first day ceremonies ro be held on September 
21st, in connection with the issuance of the United Nations 5c air mail postal card and two 
7c air mail envelopes, one normal and the other legal size. 

While all plans are not final , tentative arrangements call for the first day ceremonies 
to take place in the General Assembly Building at 11 AM., on Monday, September 21st. 
Following the ceremonies a luncheon for members of AERO PHILATELISTS and specially 
invited guests will be held in one of the dining rooms ar the United Nations building. 

Directly after the luncheon, arrangements have been made for chose in anendance, 
if they so desire, to go on an extended tour of the United Nations buildings under the 
supervision of official U . N . guides. 

Special. souvenir brochures commemorating the first day of issue of the three air 
mail items will be sponsored by AERO PHILATELISTS. 

The 1959 Convention of AERO PHILATELISTS will be held in New York, N. Y. from 
Saturday, September 19th through Monday September 21st. 

The Annual Meeting will take place at the Collectors Club, 22 East 35ch Street, 
New York, N. Y. at 2 P. M. Saturday, September 19th. The election of Officers for 
1960 as well as the Directors for the Oass of 1962 will be held as usual. Any ocher 
business pertaining ro the welfare of AERO PHILATELISTS will be brought before the meeting. 

A non-competitive exhibition by members under che directorship of Maurice T riper 
will be on display in the Exhibition Hall of the Collectors Club. Since the new frames 
of the Collectors Oub dedicated co rhe memory of Stephen G. Rich will be unveiled on 
September 16th, our exhibition will mark the first displayed in these new frames by any 
philatelic group ocher rhan the Collectors Club itself. 

All members are urged ro attend the 1959 Convention, which from all indication 
promises ro be the finest ever held. (Stanle' R. Rice, President) . 

. l tro Ph ilat.lisl . I 1111t1IN l 



1959 CONVENTION PROGRAM 

Saturday, September 19th 
10 . )1. Exhibition or \ ir )Jail. Opt>n- at 22 Ea•t 35th tret't. Ne" York. 

KY. 
2 P. M. Annuul )l ~etinic. \loin ~leetiniz Room. The Collectoro Cluh 

6 P. 1\1. Corktai l and Dinner . Bra,.• Hail Re,.1uurunt. Firth AHnut' and 
13rd treet. Ne" York. N. Y. 

Sunday, September 20th 
Outing and l'ic:nir at u Lonf! I. land tote Park. ( Tentath t') 

Monday, September 21st 
11 A. M. Fi rot Duy ale and Ct· remonie~ in ronne(·tion "ith the new 

nited Nation. i r Air )tail em elopes and the Sc Air Mail po•Ull 
rard at nited Xation>. • . Y. 

12:30 P. )1. Luncheon. Uni ted Nutiono reotaurunt 

3 P. M. Guid1·d Tour or tl1c n it ed ' ationo 

9 P. M. fahibition at 22 Eu•t 35th "treet. New York, N. Y. clooeo . 

• 
AIR MAIL STAMP BOOKS 

"The Black Book" : the AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS, 
Volumes 1 to 8 with Index. 

Price $35.00 

• 
"The Blue Book": the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, 

Volumes 1 and 2 . 
P rice $10.00 

• 
"The Red Book": the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, 

Volumes 3 to 5 with Cumulative Index for Vols. 1 to 5 . 
Price $15.00 

A t•try lin11' /<cl prinliny of only fifty of rn<:h. 

end onlrr and rt>m illun('{! to: 

Stunle) R. Rire 
Room 818. 120 Broa1h,uy 

N"" York 5. N. Y. 

.f " ' ·''· J 9 .'i!J 



HONDURAS 
Scott Cl3, Sanabria 15, and its Varieties. 

By IRVING I. GREEN 

A letter dated December 21, 1926 addressed to Raul Duron Membreno from Dr. 
T . C. Pounds, who operated che 1925 airmail service under contract to the government 
of the Republic of Honduras, states the number of airmail stamps prepared for that ser­
vice. Quoting Dr. Pounds: 

"There were two printings as follows: 

81 

5 ' 

First Printing: Black Surcharge 
1000 le to 25 centavos 
100 1 peso 
200 50 centavos 
500 20 centavos 
500 5 centavos • 
500 10 centavos (I believe about 48 of these 

with black and the rest with red sur­
charge). 
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. \ lolcwk of l\n•lw ~tunqh ( 1x:i), uf tlw .; c·t•nrn1·u~ wa• ~urd1:1q.~ <·• I in r1·1l rlurini;: th1• firHI 
11ri11 1 i ug, t lllh a1·1·ou 11t ing fur Sc·utt ( ·:i, S1111ahria 5. l>r. l'11m1Cl~ 1wn•r nt·kncm lc•clgl'c l t hi~ 
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Second 
250 
250 
250 
250 

Printing: Blue m rcharge 
5 centavos 
5c to 25 centavos 
20 centavos 
20c to 25 centavos 

This is the extent of the original and only issue to me." 

Accepting the above quantities as correct, the subject of our inquiry, Scott Cl3 -
Sanabria ::r 15, the 20 centavos va lue of the regular 19 15 issue (Scott :fi= 179) raised co 
25 centavos, required five basic sheets consisring of fifty stamps each (5xl0). • • 

· · .\JI t h ... h11•i1• •ta mp~ 111' tht' fir~t air 11111i l11 l1l'lo11g to tlw 1h·finiti \"l' 1915 po tagt• i ~ue. 
The lm11il' 11-.• )lo, a nd 1111· ch>no111i11n1in11 s w1•rt> pri11 i<•tl u1 .. 1i,.,.,., of 100 ~uhjcct each, ( JUx l O) , 
\\ ht•n•a• th1• ~11 1•, :)rl<', 111111 I pe•o n 1hw• 1>:11·h ,·nnu• in !!h t•••t of JO suhjt>t·I (5xl 0) . :Por rnor!' 
l'o111 plt·tt• i11 fo rn1ll t ion r1•l111ivl' to t h,• t'rn g nurnto t ion nl' tlu• lto~h· ~llt't'I'! of oil 11111111• prior to 
tlwir o\·t:rpri11ti1111. t:l', '"Tiii' l!l~:) .\ ir111:1il S to mJ• of llo11< lt1 r:1~··. in tht> . 11 ru Pli ilntr/i"I"~ Yura, 
,lm1u:1ry l. l!lJ a . 
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Mr. Karl Snow assisted by Dr. Pounds performed the overpnnong with a Kelsey­
Excelsior hand-press whose 3"x5" chase (printing space) accomodated at the most a block 
of twelve stamps ( 4x3) . Each basic shtet provided three blocks of twelve with a left-over 
side margin of lxlO and a bottom strip of 4xl. Four basic sheets were separated in the 
manner shown in Figure I and one sheet as Figure 2. 

All the 20 centavos basic sheets are unusual, since they contain five inverted subjects 
located as positions 21, 23, 25, 48, and 50, making rere-beche pairs. The surcharge 
setting comprised twelve subjects {4x3), all in normal positions, and when overprinted on 
the basic blocks and strips there were created some inverted surcharges and occasional 
tete-beche pairs. The left-over vertical scrip of lx!O, prior to being overprinted, wa.s 
further reduced to three strips of lx3 ,and a single scamp, usually Scott 850. The strips 
of three received either the extreme left or right row of the overprint depending upon the 
whim of the printer. The left-over bottom margin strip of 4xl received the top line of the 
surcharge setting. 

Time to Sell? 
Then consider Auction as your method. 
The benefit of more than 30 years experience in stamp dealing 

is yours - our clientele is world wid e and actively interested in every 
field of collecting. 

Specialist-prepared auction catalogues will present your holdings 
in a manner to assure you the maximum net result. 

An immediate, inteTest /ru, cash advance can be made on suitable 
proper ties. Our commission is 20% of the gross realization; there is n o 
other charge. Full settlement is mad e within 30 days after sale. 

Early FaU dates are available now. 
Private Sa le: Some propenies, because of their nature, are best 

sold privately. Our constant awareness of the PhUatelic Market often 
enables us to effect a sale within a few days of receipt. We place many 
valuable properties each year in chis manner. 

IR WIN HEIMAN 
INC. 

Serving American P hllately S ince 1926 

2 WEST .f6th ST. .6 NEV YORK 36, N. Y . 

• l rro Ph i/old11<t .J111111/.< 
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Inferior basic quality of the lithography makes plating of the sheecs quite simple. 
The surcharge sercing was also primitively composed, so that each of its rwelve subjects is 
identifiable. The ability to plate both the basic and the surcharge sening provides one 
of the imporrant checks in expertizing. To be adjudged a genuine stamp, certain sur· 
charge positions (designated by the prefix S), should appear on certain basic positions 
(designated by the prefix B). In the event of a discrepancy, the scamp is either a counter­
feit or it resulted from some abnormality of overprinting or basic sheet break-up, and 
additional investigation is required. Of course, SQme overprints are so obviously wrong 
that furthet srudy is not necessary. Bur there are overprints so close to the genuine that 
they must be subjected to every known test to prove them fraudulent. 

Over a period of years, this writer has examined some one-hundred genuine Cl3's, 
a reasonable cross-section of the 250 made, and all bur five met the "8 and S" check of 
the preceding paragraph. A srudy of the five exceptions disclosed the following data:-

Stamp #I . . . 826, S8 with inverted overprint resulted when a basic sheet had been 
separated as shown in Figure 2. The left-over vertical strip was further reduced to 
three strips of three and one single stamp. One of the strips of three comprising 
821 (basically inverted) at the top, 826 in the middle, and 831 at the bottom, was 
overprinted upside down, 821 receiving a normal overprint S4, 826 the S8 inverted, 
and 831 and S 12 inverted. 

Stamps ±±2 and :±!:J ••. 843, S2 and 841, S4 respectively, both with inverted over· 
prints resulted when a bottom block of twelve (Figure 1) was overprinted upside down, 
thus creating rwelve inverted overprints (Figure 3). 

Stamps =::4 and :±::5 ... 824, S7 and 829, Sl 1 respectively, both with normal over­
prints, resulted when a basic middle block of twelve, separated as in Figure 2, was 
surcharged. 

It is possible to quite accurately determine the total number of 20 cenuvos (Scott 
Cl 3a, Sanabria l 5a) with inverted overprints. Of the four basic shtets broken up as 
shown by Figure I, three yielded a coral of fifteen inverted overprints at rhe most ; the 
other sheet, seventeen; while the one sheet separated as Figure 2 produced six, for a maxi-

0 
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mum total of thirty-six. Probably thirty-three would be nearer the correct figure as 850, 
basically inverced, usually became a single scamp in the ulrimace separation of the sheecs 
and was overprinced normally. There is no accurace information regarding the number 
of cece-beche pairs, buc hazarding a guess, eight co cen may still exist co-day. 

The Sanabria catalogue liscs a diagonally overprinced variety. This error resulccd 
in two instances: Instance .:?,: I, when a bottom margin scrip of 4x l was overprinced on 
the bias. Basic scamp positions, left co righc were 846, 847, 848 (basically inverced) 
and 849. The biased overprinting produced four diagonal overprints, one of which was 
inverted, as reproduced by Figure 4. The cece-beche diagonal pair was used on cover as 
pictured in Figure 5. Instance = 2, when a top block of rwelve as in Figure I was over­
princed on the bias. An examination of one stamp, 83 with diagonal S7, has enabled a 
graphic reconstruction of the entire block (Figure 6). 

Both the Score and Sanabria catalogues should increase their prices for a cete-beche 
pair as an owner of such a rare irem could increase i~ catalog value by sep:iraring che 
cwo scamps, and selling them as two normal singles. 

In conclusion, it should be reseated that this study resulced from the examination of 
cwo-fifchs of all the Cl3's that were made and which came from various pam of che 
world. This, therefore, seems co represenc a reasonable cross-section of all che va riecies. 
Yee, some genuine Cl3's may exist thac do not conform co che regular panern of che 
overprinting nor to the exceptions herein noced. Information concerning such icerns will 
be welcomed. 

FOR BOOKS ON AIR MAILS 

See P age 2 

. 111·11 Pl11l111ili1<1 .11111111> ; 



CANAL ZONE 
A New Air Mail Official Overprint 

By PHILIP SIL VER 

Fi9. I. 

Both the Sanabria Air Post Catalog11e1 and Seo/I United States Specialii.ed Catalog11r 
show three types of official overprints applied in 1941-48 on the Gaillard Cut issue of 
Canal Zone air mail stamps of 1931. (Additional denominations were issued on July 15, 
1941 , the 30c rose lake, and on February 15, 1946, the 6c brown). The three different 
rypes are clearly disringuishable by the measurements of the two-line overprint: 

T ype I 
T ype 2 
T ype 3 

OFFICIAL 
PANAMA CANAL 

OFFICIAL 
11 mm. long 
10 mm. long 
11 mm. long 

PANAMA CANAL 
191? mm. long 
17 mm. long 
19 mm. long* 

The writer has long been intrigued wirh rhese scamps and, over the years, has managed 
to acquire a fair showing of these extremely scarce and elusive items. Recently, he was 
able to acquire a number of these stamps from an old-time collection. Included with the 
lot was one scamp showing an unlisted type of overprint on the 30c rose lake air mail 
scamp. (See Fig. 1). The dimensions of the overprint are like none ever seen by the 
writer nor described br the lace L. W. Charlat, the well-known New York dealer, whose 
studies were published in our publications~. The size of this overprint is, as follows: 

OFFICIAL 
PANAMA CANAL 

12 mm. long 
201 ? mm. long 

In addition, the height of the letters in the overprint is slightly Oler / 1 z mm., longer 
than Types 1, 2 and 3 overprints that measure exactly 11? mm. 

One may inquire, consequently, whether this is a hitherto unrecorded type. The 
scamp itself appears to be genuine; note the straight edge ar the left. In color and per· 
foration guaging it is in agreement wirh the basic air mail stamp. Also, the wavy lme 
cancellation is similar to those seen on many postally used copies of these scamps. The 
only question we may then pose would be about the genuineness of the overprint. 

In addition to the twenty listed air mail official scamps in the three rypes, (Scott 
COl-20; Sanabria 32-51), there are also nine official posrage stamps listed by Scott as 
Nos. 01-9. These off1c1al postage stamps are overprinted with three types of overprint, as 
follows: 

Ht"ult pui111~ uut u tnu· ;{ \uriutiu11 1111 ('()14 (• ~111. 4:i ) tlw ti<- hrow11; tl11• uwrpri11t •·PAX.\ )[.\ 
f.\ ::\.\ L .. rnrit•, from !!I to Hll~mm. 



C.AXAL ZO.YE 

OFFICIAL 
PANAMA 
CANAL 

Type 1 and IA 

OFFICIAL 
PANAMA CANAL 

Type 2 

These overprints on 

Type 1 
T ype IA 
T ype 2 

the postage scamps measure as 
PANAMA 
PANAMA 
PANAMA CANAL 

follows: 
10 mm. 
9 mm. 

19 1'2 mm. 

long 
long 
long 

Type 2 is the only one of the above overprints bearing a.ny similarity co the over­
prints used on the air mail officials. As noted above, che measurement in che Scocc Cata­
logue for Type 2 is 19Yz mm. for " PANAMA CANAL". It is unforcuna:e chat the 
measurement of the word "OFFICIAL" is not given, as well. The writer has no copies 
in his possession which might give a clue co the length; however, it may be thac this is 11 mm. 

Thus, it would co-incide with T ype I used on the air mail stamps, with an I Imm and a 
19 Yz mm. measurement. This type 2 overprinr was applied co only one postage stamp, design 
A37, Scon No. 107, issued June 25, 1929. {Scon 03) !! 

In the writer's collection, however, is a copy of this basic postage stamp overprinted 
"OFFICIAL PANAMA CANAL" in rwo lines similar co the overprint noted on the 30c 
rose lake air mail. (See fig. 2) 

The measurements are identical for both scamps; "OFFICIAL" is 12mm. long and 
" PANAMA CANAL" measures 20 1

2 mm. The stamp (Scott 03) is cancelled with a 
circular handstamp in che upper lefc portion. Distinguishing features of the cancellation 
are the numerals "41", probably pare of the year 1941 , and " .Z.", no doubt from "C. Z." for 
Canal Zone. This would place the usage in 1941 since both rype overprints were in use 
during that year and the 30c rose lake airmail was issued in 194 1. 

A /RJVJAIL 
ST AMP C O LLECTI N G 

We offer to collectors t he world's most efficient service in forming 
outstanding collections of Airmails in every phase of Aerophilat ely: 

E\V ISSUES: \\'e maintain a com1>lete Xew Issue _en •ice oi mint 
Airmail tamp . including the carce i sues. By ;,ub'Crihing to thi 
en ·ice you are a sured of acquiring new items in the mo t economical 

way. \\.rite for iolder gh·ing fu ll particulars. 
RARITIES: \\"e handle rare airmail is;,ue;, which are issued 111 very 

limited quanti tic: and u;,ually not obtainable in the open market. 
ERRORS AND VARIETIES : Through our many connections all over 

the world, we are in a po;,ition to oiler a large number oi scarce 
error and \"arietie to our clien t -. '.\lost of thee i,_ues are submitt ed 
on our Xew Issue en·ice as they appeared, before prices increased. 

AIR LETTER SHEETS: \\"e al,o 'en·ice ne" i;,,ue;, of air letter heet -
a ne\\ and \ ' CC)' popular field oi Aerophilately. Our ;,er\"ice offer:. 
all new air letter :.heeb, including sca rce i >ue,,. \\.ri te for further 
detail . 

A CTION SALES: Our next ,ale nO\\ in preparation. dates ,,oon lo 
be announced. If you are not on our mailing li't, please write for 
the catalog of the •ale which will include mint , ust'd airmail :. tamps, 
and many dt' irable C<J\"er-.. 

\ e welcome your inquiries regarding any 
of the above sen•ices. 

F . w. KESSLER 
500 Fifth Avenue New York 36, N. Y. 

. l 1ru Ph1h1lt11.•I . 1111111/x 0 



('AXAL ZOXE 

Fig. 2. 

The writer has tried to find points of similarity in the overprint on both the official 
postage and official air mail stamp. Some of the more striking similari ties may be noted, as 
follows: 

I. the first " I" of "OFFICIAL" is indented in the center at top, 
2. the "L" of "CANAL" leans co the right, 
3. the serif in the lower part of the "C' in OFFIOAL points inward to the lefr, 
4. the space between the words " OFFICIAL" and " PANAMA CANAL" is 

4mm, 
5. the space between "PANAMA" and "CANAL" is Imm. 

The writer theorizes that this is a genuine but hitherto unrecorded overprint type on the 
air mail stamps. H owever, only one copy would not seem to be sufficient evidence for 
such a conclusion based upon what is known at the present rime. As criteria for genuineness, 
we have two basic stamps which appear to be genuine in all respects and postally used 
cancellations on both stamps which compare favorably with those used during the period. 
Also, the overprints on both stamps bear striking points of similarity. Of course, both may 
very well be a bogus type made from the same setting. But why would a faker go to the 
trouble of applying such an unofficial overprint to a straight-edge i:opy? And if he went to 
the trouble and expense of making a bogus type se:ting, it would have been prudent to 
manufacture a quantity sufficient to afford him a profit. But the stamp shown by Fig. I 
seems to be so far unique. 

Several years ago, an editorial appeared in this magazinca entitled "Smoking Out 
Information" . The point was made that many rimes an article will be printed which, it is 
hoped, will "smoke out" additional facts, even though said article could not reach a valid 
conclusion because of the lack of some of these looked-for facts. le is the writer's fond hope 
that the present article will have that desired effecc. 
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AUSTRIA 
Forty Years Of Air Mail 

World's F irst International Air Mail Service 
During the spring of 1958, afrer years of enforced idleness, the Austrian air mail service 

was at last opened. For two reasons it would acrually be more apt to call the event "a re­
opening". In the first place, from 1923 to 1938 the "Austrian Lufverkehrs-AG" under the 
direction of air pioneer, Hofrat Deutelmoser, flew over 7 1'z million km., carrying 12,000 
passengers almost without accident, along with a great deal of air freight and well over 1600 
tons of mail. Secondly, the resumption co-incided with the 40th anniversary of the day on 
which Austria, by sta rring an air service of her own, created the first general air mail service. 

The chronicles of history are indisputable. On March 20, 1918, experimentally at first, 
and from April I, 1918 on a regular basis, Austria began the operation of the air mail service 
Vienna-Crakow-Lwow-Proskurow (See Fig. 1). This was a full six weeks before inaugura­
tion of the United Stares air mail service between Washington, D . C. and Long Island, N. Y. 
claimed to have been the world's first official air mail. 

At the time the Ukraine was an autonomous state with which since March 3, 1918 
Austria had had peaceful relarions. The airline, therefore, can rightfully be called the first 
international air mail service in the world. 

It was for this service that the first official air stamps ever were issued (kr. 1.50, kr. 
2.50, kr. 4.-). (Sanabria Nos. 1-3, Scott CL-3). 

Neither the governme.nt departments nor any of the personalities connected with this 
first use of the airplane in regular public and international communications, could possible 
have imagined chat only 40 years later airlines of all nations would be crossing the oceans 
by air with a speed of sound a.nd with uncanny precision, carrying millions of passengers 
;and thousands of cons of mail as a matter of routine . 
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Fig. I. A first flight cover cancelled March 31 , 1918 for the Vienna -Cracow route. Since much 
of the mail was philatelic with the complete set of three, a commercial cover with only one air stamp, 
the 2.SOK (San. No. 2) , is very scarce. (H. M. Goodkind collection) • 
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Leading mocive for the enterprise "Airmail Vienna-Kiew" was realization of the face, 
scill valid today, that Europe's vase agriculrural eastern territories and Central Europe's highly 
industrialized countries muse be in close conracr wirh each other. Obviously a reliable and 
fast means of transportation were the prerequisites for trade and commerce co achieve chis 
end. The men, who first devised the practical means co establish Vienna-Kiew, the airmail 
service were Minister of Commerce Wieser, Minister of Defense Sroeger-Sceiner, Air Force 
Commander Uzelac with his Chief of Staff Major Czermak, and last but nor lease Post· 
master General Hoheisel. 

The airplane, invented only afrer the turn of the 20rh cenrury, had been considerably 
improved during World War I and the outcome of sporadic cesrs opened visras for the 
future use of the "flying machine" as a new means of transportation. However, there was 
complete lack of previous experience for a regular and scheduled public service. Under 
the circumstances, great precautions had co be raken. Quiedy and without any fanfare or 
advance publiciry, expcrimcntally ac first, Vicnna-Kiew the air mail service was put into 
operacion. Captain Rafe V. Marwil, a young flying officer with considerable combat 
experience as pilot, was appointed che organizer: and leader of the enterprise. 

A few weeks larer--on April 1, 1918, the new airline could be opened for regular use 
by the public; after publication of its rimerables, schedules and rates ir officially became a 
public means of transportation. 

Although operated upon a military basis due to conditions at the cime, the handling of 
the mails came under the jurisdiction of the postal authoricies. As a result, there were 
special instructions for the pilors governing rhe handling of mail. Strange as chis may seem 
now, it was upon rhe shoulders of rhc non-commissioned pilot officers char the responsibiliry 
for the operation of the airline reseed. Under primitive conditions, practically without any 
navigational or mereoroligical aid, the pilot was charged with getcing "his kire" safely over 
long distances co irs final descination. 1n the event of accidents or forced landings, it was 
his foremost duty to arrange for the mail bags co be carried further by other means of 
transportation. For this purpose, he was issued special credentials as a postal employee. As 
a rule rhe plane also had an "observer", who acted as navigator; appalling weather conditions 
and the monotony of flying over vase expanses very often made his job most arduous. Ic 
would be erroneous co believe chat no passengers were carried on these mail flights. A 
loading capacity of approximately 200 kg. made it feasible for one passenger co be carried, 
although under extremely crowded conditions. Such passenger transportation was nor 
officially provided for, but after the exisrence of the air roure became generally known, re­
quests for passenger parciciparion in the flights were consrandy received. Those permitted 
aboard, in che main members of the press, were most enthusiastic. le seemed quire apparent 
to them char they had expericnced the beginnings of unlimited, new transportation pos· 
sibiliries. 

The rwenry·rwo planes used were 165 h. p. and 200 h. p. single-engine unarmed army 
biplanes. Air crews consisted of fourteen sergeant pilots and sixteen observers. In addition, 
a number of mechanics and other ground personnel were responsible for che airplanes' 
maintenance. Travelling at 120 km. per hour, each plane flew only one sect.ion of the route 
in both directions. In order co cover che entire distance of the 1200 km. berween V ienna· 
Kiew or Kiew-Vienna from morning until night mosc careful planning was essential. As 
soon as the mail plane approached one of the intermediate section scops, the preheated engine 
of the waiting relay machine had already been scarred. The crew in heavy leather jackers, 
flying helmets and goggles was ready co concinue. Our of the landed plane jumped che pas­
senger (if one was on board) and he hurried into the waiting machine, whose pilot quickly 
signed receipts for che mailbags that had been scowed away in quick rime. Within minutes 
the relay plane was airborne T he minimum of red cape in those pioneer days was quire in 
contrast co che excess of fo rmalities ofren prevailing in ai r rransporr of our time. 

Today traffic in che air is based on a comprehensive and efficient system char insures 
smooch working under all conditions. Advance information on weather, radio communica· 
tions and many navigational aids such as radar and automatic pilors are provided in addition 
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Fig. 2. A commercial cover flown J uly 11, 191 8 from Budapest, Hungary to Vienna franked with 
San. Nos. I and 3. Covers from this short-lived route are very scarce. (H. M. Goodkind collection). 

co the highly perfected instruments on board of every plane. In 1918 nothing like this was 
known. The mail plane, scarring in accordance with a fixed schedule depended upon the 
pilot's flying skill, on good weather, on the ability of che navigator and on a small number of 
somewhat primirive instruments aboard. Mail planes often had ro find their way by flying 
close ro the ground or up in heavy clouds wichour visibility. Yer, ir hardly ever happened 
rhat they did not reach their destinations. 

Looking back, it seems miraculous, how punctual rhe mail planes of che Vienna-Kiew 
Line managed ro fly on schedule. The marvel was due in fact to che sk:ill of rhe personnel 
and ro their burning ambition to prove chat scheduled, regular mail flying was possible. 

The unexpected success of the venture caused demand for extension of the air mail 
system. Political considerations and nationalistic jealousies too played their part. As a 
result, on July 4, 1918 a second route was opened connecting Vienna with Budapest 
(See Fig. 2). Members of the government attend che inaugural ceremonies and delivered 
speeches. The Hungarian postal authorities issued their own air stamps for this occasion. 
(Hungary San. No. 1-2) . 

To insure "proper equality" the plane making the firsr Vienna-Budapest flight was 
piloted by (Austrian) Capt. F. P. Raft V . Marwil with (Hungarian) First Le. F. P. Vargha 
as navigation officer. le was planned later to extend the air line via Ujvidek-Crajova-Braila 
to Odessa. 

However, extreme shortages of material and manpower experienced during the fateful 
summer of 1918 coupled with technical and political difficulties due to World War I caused 
discontinuation of the route. When in November 1918 the Ausrro-Hungarian Monarchy 
was dissolved, the Vienna-Kiew route, too, which had been operating up to the last day also 
lose its purpose and meaning. 

The above was released by the Austrian government for the first day of sale of the new 
4S. air mail stamp on March 25, 1958. \Xlritten in German, we are indebted to Mr. Alfred 
Maier, Manager of Nicolas Sanabria Co. Inc., New York, N. Y., for his translation services 
rendered as his contribution to this quarterly magazine. (The Editor) 
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CASH or AUCTION 
TO OWNERS, EXECUTORS OF EST A TES, AND THOSE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SALE OF ST AMP PROPERTIES 

The great coJlections are rightfully consigned to the leading 
Auction houses of the world for sale. 

But what about the medium collection, and more particularly, 
the specialized property? Is it not fair to consider how much time and 
care can be given by the organization you employ in the preparation 
of these stamps for sale? For on that factor, more than any other, 
depends the net results of the sale, and the amount you wilt receive 
for your stamps. 

Though I am a specialist in Airpost Stamps, a glance at my 
catalogue will show you a few of the fascinating specialized groups 
of stamps handled by Nicklin Auctions. 

I take a keen personal satisfaction in obtaining the very best 
results possible in the sale of a client's property. My Experience is 
quite at your disposal if and when you wish to sell. 

Collections may be sent to me for examination and an analysis 
of their sales possibilities. 

Cash offer will be made if you prefer. If I believe your collection 
would realize more if sold at Auction, I will tell you so. 

At all events the decision will be up to you, and your property 
returned if we do not reach an agreement as to its sale. 

FORMAL APPRAISALS PREPARED FOR 

ESTATES OR I NDIVIDUALS 

JOHN W. NICKLIN 
PJO.YEER OF .t EROPfllLATELY 

110 WEST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

T elephone : Wisconsin 7-3834 
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UNITED ST ATES 
A World War II Souvenir Cover 

By FRED J. WESTERBERG 

~ . u.-,,,1 ~. ~ ,e (/J-A 

~,~ 
-?~~ 
Fig. I. (Photo by L W . Giles). 

The highest price 
ever paid for a single airmail stamp, $I I ,500, was paid in 
a 1957 Harmer Rooke auction for the 25c on I 0:: "Black 
Honduras" (Scott :t;C 12, cataloguing $1 7,500). The previous 
record price of $5,300 was paid in 1939 for this very stamp. 

Let us sell your finest airmails for top prices, too! 
Consult us now. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
560 Fifth Ave. (at 46th}, New York 36. 
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WORLD WAR JI AIR JIAIL 

The U.S. air mail cover herewith illusrraced (Fig. 1) has a most interesting story 
connecced with ic. Notice that ic is postmarked "San Francisco, Calif. Dec. 6, 1941" . This 
signifies thac this cover was on the last Oipper plane leaving rhe United States for che 
Orient at the time of Pearl Harbor. 

The plane with chis letter was scheduled co arrive first in Honolulu, Hawaii. The 
cover is postmarked " 3 P. M." ac San Francisco. One report says that chis plane had already 
left Honolulu before the attack on Pearl Harbor of December 7, 1941. Another report 
has ic chat the plane with this mail could nor land in Hawaii because the Japanese had 
already attacked Pearl Harbor. 

Because of rhe outbreak of hostilities the plane could not land in rhe Philippines, and 
obviously the letter could not be delivered. The plane had co proceed further, eventually 
circli.ng its way around che world from west co east. Finally the letter was returned to the 
sender as marked by the Post Office. The only backscamp on this cover reads "Via Air 
Mail". There is no indicarion of when the cover was received back in California or re· 
turned to the sender. 

Fig. 2. (Photo by Boutrelle I. 

A Second World W ar II Air Mail Cover 
By ST AN LEY R. RICE 

The first pare of this article couches upon the handling of air mail going wesc when the 
United States entered World War II after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 
in December 1941. Now we can show what happened to air mail going in the ocher direction 
to Europe. Iluscrated is a cover (Fig. 2) mailed from Baltimore, Md. on December 5, 1941 
via air co Hamburg, Germany. It was never delivered as seen in the nocarion rubberscamped 
at the bottom of the envelope " Return co Sender Service Suspended" with the New York, 
N. Y. marking of July 26, 1942. No markings show how far it travelled nor where the mail 
had been held for chat period of time from December 194 l until the end of July 1942. 

TO JOIN AERO PHILATELISTS 
See Page Z8 
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This Magazine and Its Editor Honored By the 

France & Colonies Group 
When a specialty society creates an award for philatelic achievement, it is customary to 

confine the giving of such awards to the members of the particular society. Therefore, it 
was an unusual philatelic evenr when the well-known FRANCE & COLONIES GROUP 
presented the General Gilbert M emorial A ward to the Editor of the AERO PHILATELISIT 

ANNALS. Shown is the handsome certificate presented on the occasion of the 1959 Annual 
Convention and Dinner of the FRANCE & COLONIES GROUP. 

The name, Gerald Gilbert, may not be familia r to many AERO PHILATELISTS, 
especially the younger members. The late Mr. Gilbert was a famous French philatelist, 
who was in charge of the disposal of the fabulous Ferrari collections in Paris, France back 
in the ea rly l 920's. A decade later he came to the United States and settled in New York 
City. It had been the pleasure and privilege of your editor to have many ralks with this 
great French philatelist. We often would meet him more than twenty years ago when 
visiting on a Saturday afternoon the offices of air mail dealers like the lace Nicolas Sanabria 
and Fred W. Kessler here in New York. Mr. Gilbert was bubbling over with philatelic 
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.11 ro Ph r/atil iHI . I 1111111.< 

GERARD GILBERT 
ME MORJAL A \IV ARD 

for ue 

• &•ar •• IOODi'.l•D 

t .. U.e lien ••nlrilmli•• .r u er 1':f..nal 
.. ,_.. lo \ b• pbila\d7 er ll'ranoe ... er 
l b• rrtuh Coloni" •1-• \be l ut 4a\a .r ... ,.,,, .. er Ull• • ..,..( tw ltM): 

Pr•,..'• 1. 60 ""• · Air wi. •t uao-:n 
(1" AaroplUle&al 1al• ' 

Amlat. ) 

/4 Ujll• .tn t leu,•f 14 JJ ctrllJ••lt 

,, ' ' "'.' ' " , . t ltt ., •• ,., 

li 



AERO Pll/LATEL/. '1',' 

knowledge. A session of listening to him always resulted with one coming away knowing a 
lor more about stamps. 

Mr. Gilbert, when a resident in France, had had first-hand contact with many of the 
first European air mails. H e would supply us with faces and cell some personal anectodes 
about them. This knowledge is still firmly implanted in our memory. Much of the in· 
formation lacer written in articles by your editor seems from those rimes when we were 
listening co the lace " Nie" Sanabria and Gerald Gilbert ralk air mail scamps. 

Consequently, this award has a double significance. First of all, it is a boon co all 
philately when one specialty group pays honor to another as the FRANCE Ill COLONIES 
GROUP did co the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS. In the second place, the presentation of this 
certificate to your editor was all che more pleasing because ir carried the name of one whom 
he had respecred so greatly. And finally, to round out a memorable evening, che FRANCE 
Ill COLONIES dinner was exceptional with fine French food and wines. After such hos­
pitality, all should have seen how the recipient's face glowed when chis Gerald Gilbert 
Memorial A ward was presented. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
Sanabna's Air Post Catalog11e, 1959-60 Editicm. Published by Nicola.s Sanabria Co. 

Inc., 521 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N . Y . 627pp., cloth bound and indexed. Price 
$12.50 wich Supplements, available from rhe publisher. 

The appearance of a new edition of the Sanabria catalogue always excites us. We have 
worked with this catalogue ever since the first edition appeared in 1936 and have relied 
upon the information in it. We are so pleased that the latest edition appeared just about 
rwo and one-half years after the lase one. Considering the vase ourput of new issues over 
chis period an increase in rhe size of the book has been kepr co a reasonable 58 pages. As 
a matter of face, for a highly specialized air mail catalogue, we find the information too 

condensed. However, with present day costs, the publisher muse watch chis or he will issue 
a catalogue chat will have to be priced so high that few can afford co buy it. Actually, 
considering the thousands of illustrations, the paper, the qualiry of printing and binding, 
the $12.50 price is most reasonable according co today's book market. 

Ir is axiomatic that no specialry i.n philately will flourish without a catalogue. Thus 
every aero-philatelist needs Sanabria and should buy a copy. This is the only air post stamp 
catalogue in the English-language and the only one to survive in America. 

There was not one page where we did not find a mistake either in the text notes or with 
a price. But this is not as bad as it sounds, because one muse reg:ird these mistakes relatively. 
Thus the percentage of errors is not great and mentioning each mistake found would be noc 
only captious bur unfair. 

The most serious fault with the Sanabria catalogue are the highly inflated prices, 
especially with errors and minor varieties. This tends co undermine collectors' confidence. 
If one owns a variery priced in Sanabria for several hundred dollars, he logically expects to 
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Vatican City Air Mail FDC 

SPECIAL OFFER 

Flown to France regist. RR .......... -·· 
2nd a ir mail set ............ . 
Tobias (30,000 sets issued) 
U. P. U. (40,000 sets issued) 
Gratianus on cacheted FDC ....... . 
Dome I st issue, regist. 
Now Obsolete on 3 each FDC 
Dome 2nd issue on each. FDC 

$22.00 
5.75 

65.0J 
32.00 
40.00 
18.50 
7.00 
5.25 

We have the finest assortment of First and Specia l Flights, Zeppelin, 
JET, VATICAN CITY, Approva ls. References p lease if unknown to us. 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
Est. 19 12 

S. l. Bayer, Prop. 

I 16 Nassau Street , New York 38, N. Y. 
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sell it-for :a good price. But when he can find no buyers or at best a dealer, who will pay 
only a-very small fracrion of the catalogue price, he will understandably dismiss chis reference 
book as unreliable. The prices for major numbers are far more accurate and this is the 
more important factor. 

Unfortunately, many on cover prices still are badly confused. For instance, it is 
ludicrous to price Honduras No. 11 for $3000, while letting Nos. 10 and 11 remain at $300 
and $250 respectively. Also the compararive prices of the Balbo Flight covers still have nor 
been corrected from the last edition. Why are the 1948 Indonesia pictorials prices for used 
copies still left in? This indicates char used copies are as plentiful as the unused, which 
definecly is nor the case. 

Summarizing our views on che latest edition, it is a valuable reference book. Ir still 
needs improvement and this should be incorporated in the catalogue because all necessary 
information is freely available. This refers solely to the text porrion and not the pricings. 

(H. M. G.) 

World's First Air Stamp. Italy 1917 by L. H. Harris . 15 pages with 18 illustrarions. 
Paper cover. Available from J. C. Crimlisk, 9 Victoria Ave., Filey, Yorkshire, England. 
Price 50 cents (3 6) . 

This inexpensive booklet should be read by everyone interested in air mail stamps 
because it treats the official NUMBER ONE of our specialty. Italy (Scorr Cl) is a 
relatively low-priced stamp, freely available. Since many First Flight post cards were sent 
by philatelists, these too are to be had without much difficulty. They are only a few 
scarce First Flight cards, which logically command premium prices. Mr. Harris describes 
and illustrates the common and some of the scarce post cards. The latter in American 
collections unfortunately have been overlooked. 

Mr. Harris does a most competent job in detailing and showing the various cancella­
tions, giving a clear indication of relative scarcity. Thus a collector will know what to look 
for after studying this work, and he may be fortunate in securing a scarce marking that 
the seller does nor recognize. 

A booklet such as this adds to one's interest in the stamp and flown cards. There is 
much more to Italy Cl than just a catalog number and price. Unfortunately, many's 
knowledge ends here. Consequently, this srudy offers an opportunity to expand one's 
knowledge for his own enjoyment. The drama and thrills connected with early air mail 
scamps is not widely appreciated today. By reading the account of the aviator, who flew 
chis first air mail, an appreciation of such condirions evolves. Mr. Harris quotes this in 
full. 

Transpolar Air Mail Flights (30c); Date Line Covers (25c) a.nd Balloon uaflets 
of Siege of Paris 1870-71 (20c); publisher, Francis J. Field, Su~con Coldfield, War· 
wickshire, England. Postage extra. 

Francis J. Field's "Aero Field" was one of the first air mail periodicals and it is still 
going strong today, creating an unrivalled record for both longevity and service. Ir has 
been a custom to reprint certain articles from this magazine in leafier form, the above three 
being the laresr to be issued. 

The Paris Balloon leaflet was particularly impressive because of the careful research. 
Previous articles were nor just quoted bur they were checked against the originals, making 
sure that the translation from French to English was correct. A rwo·page chart of all 
1870-71 balloon flights will prove ro be an excellent reference piece for those interested in 
this French specialty. Unfortunately some of the type is so small that it proved difficult to 
read. 

All three leaflets are generously illustrated. Those interested in aero-postal history 
rather than air mail stamps will find much useful information in each of these three 
leaflets. 
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PANAGRA (Pan American - Grace Airways ) 

A philatelic history of thirty years as reflected 
by postage stamps and first-flight covers 

Noc one of today's philatelists in a hundred would be e-cpecced ro recognize che name, 
Harold R. Harris. And yet, chis former U.S. Army Air Corps captain's pioneer exploits 
and visionary dreams ulcimately led to the preparation of numerous postage stamps. 

Ir all began more than three decades ago, when Harris went to Peru as General Manager 
(chief pilot, mechanic and purchasing agent, too) for Huff-Daland Dusters, an United 
Scares enterprise which offered co spray cotton fields with insecticides from flving crates rhat 
opcimiscically were called aeroplanes. 

While put-putting across the acreages of Peruvian cotton fields, Harris saw more than 
the weavil-threacened bolls. He looked co the future and envisioned the tomorrow when 
planes would link the isolated cities and settlements with each ocher and neighbor nations. 
He dreamed of passenger, mail and cargo service that would operate on minute and hour 
schedules instead of months-long journeys. Harris surveyed the entire west coa'it of South 
America, then rerumed to New York just after Lindbergh had soloed co Paris and zoomed 
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PAXAURA 

the world's thinking ro the skies. 
Conferring with vereran rrading and rransportacion experts at W. R. Grace Company, 

and fledgling officers of rhe newly organized Pan American Airways, he convinced them 
that an imernational airline was feasible and char they oughr ro approve his theories and 
put them into operation. 

They did, and PANAGRA was born. 
It was logical as ir was inevitable that \'V. R. Grace 6'. Co. and Pan American should 

contribute their special skills and known-how to such a venrure. For three-quarters of a 
cenrury Grace had been developing rrade, indusrry and cransportacion berween the United 
Stares and the West-coast nations of Sourh America. 

Had it nor been for the Grace organization in each of the countries along the proposed 
routes, and long rxperience in inrernarional trade and tra\·el. Harris' dreams might have 
become nightmares Along rhe shortest route from North America ro practically all Larin 
American nations, Grace had agencies with trained personnel and well-established connections, 
ready to do the fundamental groundwork; negotiate franchises and contracts, and to consrrucr 
airports and other facilities so necessary to rhe pioneering of an international airline. 

Pan American, alreadr on the wing in the Caribbean, provided its still earthbound 
parmer with confidence and rhe technical experience in the solution of innumerable problems 
ro be faced in getting Panagra off the ground and into rhe unfamiliar, bur welcoming South 
American skies. 

In August, 1928, the new airline-then known as Peruvian Airways Corporacion­
acquired a single-engine Fairchild, and on Sept. 13, 1928, began operations. Thar flight 
rook off from a race track in Lima, and landed m a soccer field at Talara, 600 miles awa)' 
ro mark the inauguration of a scheduled U.S. Airline service on the west coast of South 
America. Various touch downs were made on open streets, beaches and fields for fuel and 
rest. Bur that was only the beginning. 

The route was extended south, ro Mollendo, a seaport about 500 miles from Lima. 
Then it merched northward ro Guayaquil, ro link Peru and Ecuador. 

By December, another Fairchild was in Panagra service. And ro operate a proposed 
route further north, rwo amphibians were ordered to negoriare the over-water distances 
berween Panam:i, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru. 

Appreciating the tremendous effect of swifter communications service to Lacm America, 
the United Scares Government certificated Panagra co carry airmail co its southern neighbors. 
On May 17, 1929, the first flight left Cristobal, in the Canal Zone, co inaugurate what is 
officially called Foreign Air Mail Route 9-one of rhe most important and popular of all 
" FAM's" in aero-philatelic collections. 

The Pose Office Department authorized rhe use of special cachets ro mark all mail 
carried on chis initial rrip. Acrually Panagra's terminal was at rhe Canal Zone, bur rechnically, 
it was designated as "United Stares". (Connections were made in Cristobal, co link FAM 9 
wirh FAM 5, established by Pan Amt!rican only a few weeks before. FAM 5, flfw Miami, 
Havana, Belize, Tela, Managua and Canal Zont). 

The cacher approved for use on mail dispatched from Miami is as curious as n IS 

historic. Because he was under the impression that Panagra's service would operate all the 
way co Santiago, the Florida postmaster designed a rubber handstamp chat is inscribed, 
"First Flight U.S. A. Air Mail Canal Zone-Chile Route F. A. M. 9". The design depicts 
a Fairchild flying over mountains and the sea. 

The Canal Zone cacher shows a map of the countries served by rhe new roure. Posc:il 
officials in Ecuador and Peru abo applied distinctive markings co all mail carried .->n the 
inaugural flight. Although scops also were made in Buenaventura and T umaco. in Colombia, 
the mail conrracts had nor been completed with Panagra, so no letters were carried until 
May 24, ar which ome these cities properlr marked firsr-f11ghr letters. 

By July 1, 1929, Panagra was ready co extend its service southward as far a.• Santiago. 
Again the U.S. P. 0. D. authorized cachets, the design of which shows a scene of Mt. 

Osorno, Chile's spectacular peak rhar long has bren a favonre with tourists and vacariom~rs . 

. ., . ., 
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For improved service, the renninal ar Mollendo was discontinued, and a new one, ac Arica, 
opened in southern Peru. A station also was opened ar Chanaral, in Chile. On chis flight 
Arica used a special cacher, but by mistake, inscribed it "22 de Junio" insread of rhe correct, 
"22 de Julio" . On all northbound mail, the Santiago postal adminiscracion applied a cacher 
appropriately inscribed and depicting a primitive monoplane. 

Panagra's greatest challenge still lay ahead. Looking at a plain map, ir looks deceptively 
simple. It's only a straight line, 795 miles long, co link Santiago and Buenos Aires, second 
largest city in rhe Western H .:misphere. Actually it is a formidable rrip over che most 
rugged terrain in the world. As long as man could remember, the massive granite of rhe 
cowering Andes-four miles high-had been an impenerrable barrier arresting the political, 
economic and social development of South America. For centuries rhe trip between che 
two cities involved a long, hazardous journey around the H orn. More recently a s1ngle·track 
railroad was spiked ro the precipitous peaks, co cur travel rime from a month to three days 
when landslides, blizzards and avalanches didn't cur service. 

But despite difficulties, Panagra was determined to conquer the distance and dangers 
by air. On Oct. 5, the fim Buenos Aires-bound mail was dispatched at Miami, and marked 
with a cachet depicting "El Cristo de los Andes," the immonal monumenr to inrernarional 
peace which stands atop Uspallara Pass between Argentina and Chile. Again, because no 
mail contract has been signed between Chile and Argentina, letters could nor be flown from 
Sanriago co Buenos Aires. 

The first return flight left Buenos Aires on Oct. 12. The importance of rhe new 
route may be gauged by the face chat when che rri-motored Ford left the Argentine capital, 
it was laden with 3,897 lerrers, each of chem marked with a special machine cancellation 
inscribed, "12 Octubre Inauguracion Linea Aeroposral via Pacifico Buenos A1res-Nueva 
York". This one. incidentlr, is the fim mechanical marking applied to air·mail inaugurals. 
Until then (and almost exclusively since) , first-flight cache::s have been rubber handstamps. 

Panagra's route was exrended to Montevideo, on Nov. 30, when the Uruguay government 
authorized the use of a triangular cachet inscribed, "Primer Vuelo Postal Uruguay-Escados 

Errors, Varieties and Airmails 
For 30 years we have been speciali1in9 in all unusual items : Errors, Varieties. etc., 
regardleh as lo whether they are or are not listed. 

Now we have on hand a very large selection of Airma ils U. P. U., U. N., Inverted 
Centers, Sporn, Topicals, Miniature Sheets, De Luxe Sh .. ts, Proofs, Die Proofs, 
Rotary, etc., etc. 

We have oddities and unusual items from many different countries as:­
A lbo nio Abyssinio, Belgium, Bre zil, C onory lsle nds. Colombio, 
Congo. Crootio Cuchoslove Vio Donzig Ecuedor Epirus Fo r Eest, 
Fronce & Colonies Greece Georqio Honduros. lcelond Ifni lre n, 
lte ly & Colonies Letvie Libe6e Lithuenio Moneco Nicoroguo 
Peroguoy, Polond Romonio, Russio Soo r, Solvodor Scedte Spe in 
& Colonies Tengier Te nne Touvo Uruguoy. Venezuela . 

lrc will gladly makC' up spcci11l of fe rs or selections 0 11 apptol'al. 

Please write countries, price range and specialties. (Usual 
references, please J. 

W e are also always buyers of similar material. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, Inc. 
P. 0 . Box 448 Monroe, N. Y. 
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Unidos". The first souchbound mail to Uruguay was carried from che Canal Zone on Jan. 
14, 1930, and it is cacheted wich a design featuring che Uruguay coat of arms. 

On May 20, 1932, Panagra stretched a leg from Arequipa, Peru, inland to La Paz, in 
Bolivia, an important event in communications which was observed by che United States' 
authorization of yet anocher distinctive, diamond-shaped cachet. 

While the Bolivian postal administration accepted mail flown into che counrry by the 
new route, it did not dispatch any. The first contract to avail itself of Paragra service was 
made three years later, when che first mail left La Paz, marked "La Paz-Nueva York-Primer 
Vuelo via Panagra-Junio 2 de 1935" . This one, like chat applied in Buenos Aires, is not 
technically correct. The new service provided facilities to the enrire United States, via 
connections chrough the Canal Zone and Miami, terminals of Panagra and Pan American, 
respectively. 

On Dec. 4, 1936, a direct dawn-to-dusk service was initiated from Cristobal to Lima. 
Cristobal itself did not specially mark mail carried on chis inaugural, but neighboring Colon 
did. Then, on July 18, 1937, an extra stop was added at Cali, Colombia. 

Effective with the extension of chis route to Montevideo, the United States Postal 
Adminisrration and ocher countries regarded F. A. M . 9 complete. 

Thereafter postal administrarions failed to provide notices of changes affecting it. 
Since then Panagra has effected hundreds of improvemenrs in its service. There were che 
addition of additional cities along existing routes; the scheduling of swifter non-stop flights 
between che major cities as faster and longer-range aircraft was added to che Panagra fleet , 
and che lopping of precious hours from time-tables. Jn some cases, local postmasters took 
it upon chemselves to apply markings to identify first-flight covers; in some few instances 
Panagra dispatched souvenirs to its officers, clients and travel agents. Most of the time, 
however, such mail as was dispatched was placed aboard and handled as a matter of course. 
Aero-philatelists who have any idea of making a collection of such items must search for 
covers postmarked on the dares of such inaugurals; but then they can be only fairly sure 
chat they are indeed "first flights'' since chey are not disrincdy identified. 

Panagra's history, moreoever, was wrirren by a number of adhesive postage stamps issued 
in irs honor. When a narional airline-one predominantly owned and subsidized by a 
government-flies new airlanes, it is reasonable for such a government to issue stamps as 
advertising (K. L. M. stamps issued by che Netherlands; L. I. A. scamps, by Liberia; 
G. I. A., by Ghana; Quantas, by Australia, etc.) 

\'Vhen, however, a government prepares and issues special postage stamps for an airline 
whose only connection is represented by the service it offers che nation, chose stamps reflect 
che government's high regard for che airline. Panagra has been so honored several times. 

In 1945, for instance, Bolivia issued a set of five d ifferent scamps ( 10 centavo, carmine; 
50c, orange; 90c, green ; 5 bolivianos, blue, and 20b, brown) to commemorate a decade of 
Panagra service which, in 1935, linked land-locked La Paz wich the main Panagra route. 

These stamps depict a 1935 Panagra DC-3, flying over a map of che country, wich a 
line showing the La Paz-Arequipa route. All stamps of this set were normally perforated, 
however, imperforates of che first chree denomintions also are known to exist and presently 
are quoted by the "Sanabria Airpost Catalogue" ac $50. 

Five years lacer Bolivia again marked- chis rime, the fifteenth- anniversary of the fi rst 
La Paz service. Examples of che first stamps were locall)' overprinted, "XV Aniversario 
Panagra 1935-1950". The IOc stamp of 1945 was surcharged to give it a four-boliviano 
value ; che 20b was changed to make it a !Ob stamp. The larcer exiscs with an inverted 
overprint, valued today ac $35. 

On July 26, 195 1, the Ecuadorian Postal Administration issued a pair of stamps (three 
sucres, orange, and five sucres, brown) co commemorate the 20,000ch time Pan:igra planes 
crossed the equator, afrer which the land was named. 

This duo, consists of regular air-mail scamps originally issued in 1944 (and depicting 
the Government Palace in Quito) , overprinted , "20,000 Cruce Linea Ecuatorial PANAGRA 
26 Julio 1951 " . Philatelically these stamps are especially interesting since chere are two 
minor varieties in every sheer. On very stamp in che third and sevench vertical row, the 
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"Linea" appears wichouc the accent over the "I"; on the 20th and 40th stamp of each sheer, 
the "i" in Ecuacorial" appears without the doc over it. 

Ecuador again honored Panagra in 1954. This time, a million 20-cencavo scamps of 
che regular scamp (depicting the main poscoffice in Quito) , and overprinted them, " Panagra· 
1929-1954", to mark the cwentv-fifrh anniversary of che line's operation through Ecuador. 
Half of them had a value of 80 centavos; che other half, one sucre 
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\'V'hen Harris left Lima's suburban, dusry race track on Sept. 13, 1928, he had visions. 
He has lived to see ir do much more than just see them all come true. He has seen 
Panagra become an honored name in aviation service and progress, linking the enrire 
\'V'estern Hemisphere with reliable, dependable and comfortable schedules and the latest 
aircraft. He has seen it inremationally honored by postal administrations, universally 
recognized by aero-philarelists and sramp collectors. 

And so great an impact has it had upon the economic and commercial progress; the 
social improvement of the nine nations it serves, that when a multi-engined liner speeds 
through South American skies, the natives refer to it, not as "an airplane", bur "Panagra"! 

Yes, the vocabulary of those people prefers "Panagra" to the ordinary "Avion", whether 
the plane seen is one of this line's or another's. 

THE AIR MAIL BAG 
( C-11<11 r tlii11 hr·ll(fiug rorrr.,pt111dr11C't i" p11bli.•l11 d. F ull 1111mr., 1l'ill bi 1111t•d 1111/css a contrary 
rt'IJll l'IJ/ ;~ .vp1 C'r/inl: t/1111 a ct>rrt., /J011dr 11t·1. 1L'il/ b1 idl'11 tifi11f b!t i 11iti11/~ onl.11. Xothing 1111sig11ttl 
rl'ill bt 1111111) . 

May I offer a few corrections on the Brazil ET A Co. air mail scamps article by Mr. 
Zoran Ninicch that was published in "the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS", Vol. VI No. 1 (July 
1958). Incidenrally Mr. Ninitch died in 1958. 

The quantities printed were: 
First Printing. 200,1000,2000 and 5000 Reis ... 2,600 each Printed in m1ruarure 

sheers of 16(4x4) . 300 Reis ... 2000(500 miniature sheers). 
Se(ond Printing. No records known, bur reliable reports claim quantities about 

the same as First Printing. 
The 300 Reis, both printings, was rouletted first. Bur because this did nor prove saris· 

factory, they later were comb perforated. Thus all sramps come both rouletted and 
perforated on rwo sides only. 

The first legislation was March 17 (not 27th), 1927. 
Werner Ahrens 
Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

Watch Out For URUGUAY C93-101 and C133-136 
Those who maintain that stamps should be printed by the more expensive processes like 

line-engraving or rotogravure have good examples to use when one sees what is happening to 

lithographed sramps. These are being imitated. The most recent reports reaching here 
from abroad srare that counterfeits are appearing of the 1939-44 Oxcart is.mes (Scott C9J-
101, Sanabria 109-121) and the 1949 National Airpost l sme (Scott CIJJ-36, Sa11. 146-49) 
of Uruguay. The counterfeits cannot be described because we have nor seen them. 
But since these reports have reached us from reliable foreign sources, we believe that 
our readers should be cautioned. 

From studying the photographs sent us of these counterfeited Uruguay air mails, it 
is apparent that the genuine have a much sharper impression than the imitations. Of 
course, one ofren wonders whar purpose counterfeit descriptions are, when many find 
themselves deceived by buying counterfeits. Had they known the genuine, then the poorer 
work of the counterfeits would not have fooled them. 

Therefore, if you are planning to add either of these issues to your collection, it would 
be prudent, unless you know the genuine stamps, to have your purchase passed upon by a 
recognized Expert Commirree such as the Philarelic Foundation, 22 East 35 Street. New 
York 16, N. Y. (H. M .G.) 
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PHILATELIST ANNALS 

INDEX 
Volume VI 1958-59 

Aero Philacelists, 1958 Convention and Exhibition 

Officers and Directors 

Aero Philacelisr Annals, Cumulative Index Vols. 1-V incl. 

Many Reasons For Sarisfaction (Editorial) 

This Special Number (Editorial) 

Bermuda, Air Mail Booklets (Ira Seebacher) 

Brazil, ETA Company Scamps (Zoran Ninirch) 

Charlar, L. W. (Obiruary) 

Counrerfeits (see Paraguay) 

Editorials 

France, 1870-71 Air Post Stationery (Emmett Peter, Jr.) 

RF Overprints (see United Scares) 

Index co Volume V 

Cumularive of Vols. 1-V Incl. 

Liberia, Pioneer Aerogrammes (Emmett Peter, Jr.) 

Mongolia, Its Air Mail History (James Negus) 

New Caledonia, 1939 First Flight Handscamps (Henry M. Goodkind) 

Paraguay, 1935 Graf Zeppelin Issue Counterfeits 

RF Overprints (see United Scares) 

Reviews, Books and Catalogues 

Russia, 1923-24 Air Fleet Stamps (John W. Nicklin) 

United States, 24c of 1918, New Cancel Found (Philip Silver) 

Third Air Mail Scamp, Cl, San . .=3 (Henry M. Goodkind) 

The Buffalo Balloon Scamp (Winrhrop S . Boggs) 

RF Overprints, Parr III (Henry M . Goodkind) 

Venezuela, 2 Bs. of 1937 with Triple Overprinr (Henry Kraemer) 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

~ ~H~ ( ~ 
rHILATELI STS 

........................... . 19 .. 

AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc. 
22 EAST 3Sth STREET, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

T hereby apply for admission to members hip in AERO PHILATELISTS. Annual 
dues of $5.00 are remitted herewith and are to be returned to me if my application is 
not accepted. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 
tree t 

City , T own or \'il i~ge Zone S tate 

OCCUPATIO. 

PECIALlZING 

APPLICAKT'S S lGNATURE 

REFERENCES 

'Each applicant is requested to furnish two references preferably ph ila telic. 

References: 

1. ·A~IE 

ADORE S 

2. NAME 

ADD RE 

EXTRACTS PROM BY- LAWS, ARTICLE Ill- MEMBERSHIP 

Any person of good character interest ed in aero-philately, O\'Cr t he age of twenty-one, 
and who will be an asset to the ocie ty, may become a member. Application for member­
ship shall be in writing, and hall be accompanied by annual dues of $5.00 

2 -lu/11, 195!) 



AN IMPORTANT AIR POST SECTION 

Our first sale of the New Season, commencing September 14th, will 
include the major portion of 

THE "L. W. CHARLAT" COLLECTION AND STOCK 

offered without reserve by order of t h e Executrix, Mrs. Bertha Cbarlat. 

St:nil your rf''J'""'' for /hr ll1tt'lio11 c11t11/olJUC now 
l o r11.-111 r r 11 01 ot·erlooki11g lhi.-1 i11t rre.~ti11g ouct io11. 

From the East Coast Aero-Philatelist whose collection was 

auctioned by Harmer's on March 31 , April 1: 

'· I " ioh to compliment you on a job well donP, to thank you for 
thr ro urteouo and fr icndlr manner in which ) OU handled it ; and the 
dfi~ien1·y or your organization:' 

H. R. HARMER, Inc. 
J'hr World'.~ L r lldilllJ • lamp A11elio11eer.~ 

6 West 48th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 

Plaza 7-4460 



You can't collect airstamps without -

THE NEW 
SANABRIA CATALOGUE 

NOW ON SALE 

SINCE 1935 THE COMPLETE GUIDE 

FOR THE AIRPOST COLLECTOR 

This latest edition contains MORE cover listings, MORE spe­

cialized items, MORE varieties, PLUS the only comprehensive 

listing of essays, proofs, and specimens; also the very latest 

up-to-date a ir letter section. 

Price $12.50 

Ava ilable only from the publishers -

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., Inc. 
A. Med awar, Pres. 

521 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 


