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2007 stamps poll . Angels on 
stamps . Rescue at Sea issue 

The Herald Angels sing: 
as Royal Mail celebrates 
Christmas with Charles 
Wesley's renowned carol, 
we look at a collection of 
angels on stamp issues 
from around the world. 
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29 December 	Withdrawal 37p Machin definitive. 

31 December 	Withdrawal 2005 Yearbook (standard and de luxe 

versions) and Yearpack. 

A subscription to this magazine makes an ideal 
Christmas present for a philatelic friend or relation. It 
keeps them informed of new Royal Mail issues and 

events in the philatelic world and provides interesting 
articles by leading philatelists and postal historians. 
To book a subscription, send the name and address 
of your friend or relative to Tallents House (address at 
left). Annual subscription £12.95 UK and Europe, 

£17.95 rest of world (airmail). Binders and storage 
boxes are available, at £8.50 and £9.95 respectively. 
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Forthcoming issues and withdrawals 

30 November 
	

Issue 'Glorious Scotland'generic sheet (20 x 1st 

class Scottish country stamp self adhesive). Smilers 

version with personal image on labels also available. 

8 January 	Issue James Bond stamps, miniature sheet, prestige 

book, pack, stamp cards and press sheet. 

8 January 	Withdrawal Beatles stamps, miniature sheet, pres- 

entation pack and stamp cards. 

15 January Issue Stamp book containing 4 x 1st definitives and 

two 'Love' stamps with 'Be My Valentine' and 
'S.W.A.L.K' labels. 

15 January 	Issue Generic Smilers sheets with 10 or 20 x Union 

Flag, Hello, and Love stamps. 

31 January 

  

 

Withdrawal Sea Life stamps, presentation pack and 
stamp cards Postcode advert stamp book (issued 
1 Feb 2007). 

  

Cover Royal Mail's 2nd class 
Angels Christmas stamp, with 

details from earlier Royal Mail 

Christmas stamps and from 

Dorothy Martin's collection of 

angels, featured in this issue, 

Issues All items are available from 
Royal Mail Tallents House (address 
below); selected items are available 
at Post Office branches and Post 
Office philatelic outlets at main post 
offices in Bath, Birmingham, Bright-
on, Bristol, Cambridge, Canterbury, 
Cardiff, Chester, Colchester, Coven-
try, Croydon, Durham, Edinburgh, 
Exeter, Glasgow, Grimsby. Harrogate, 
Leicester. London (Trafalgar Square 
& Eastcheap), Newcastle upon Tyne, 
Norwich, Nottingham, Plymouth, 
Portsmouth, Southampton, South-
end-on-Sea, Stevenage, Stratford-
on-Avon, Stroud, Truro, Windsor 
and York. 

Royal•Mail Tallents House 21 South 
Gyle Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 9PB, 
UK. Telephone order line (08.30-
17.00 Monday to Friday): 08457 641 
641; from overseas +44 131 316 
7483. Minimum handling charge UK 
£1.45, Europe £1.55, rest of world 
(airmail) £2.15. Some products can 
be ordered on Royal Mail's website: 
www,royalmail.com/shop  
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Stamp scene News and upcoming events: 

Glenn Morgan keeps you posted 

 

Inspired The Big Lottery Fund has announced that the Science Museum's 
Inspired project has been eliminated from the final round of the People's 
£50 million competition. Staff are extremely disappointed at this news, as 
Inspired is seen as a critical project for the nation's heritage and for attract-
ing the next generation of scientists and engineers. They wish to assure 
everyone that they will now be exploring ways, with their partners, to make 
the world-class collections available to the public. The BPMA will continue 
to work on its relocation plans in spite of this setback. 

 

Postboxes disappear The usps is removing mailboxes as the growth of the 
internet and competition from rival shipping companies takes hold. It is 
shifting its resources, concentrating where business is heaviest, resulting in 
some 13% of mailboxes vanishing from the streets of Philadelphia in the 
past two years. With fewer people posting first class letters year-on-year it 
has been 'inventorying' its iconic blue boxes nationwide and marking for 
removal those that get fewer than 25 letters a day. There is a saying that 
'what America does today, Britain does tomorrow'; indeed from 28 Octo-
ber, Sunday and Public Holiday collections ceased from our pillar boxes. 

Glenn Morgan 

 

RD  nomination forms Dr 
Alan Huggins, 134 Berkeley 
Avenue, Chesham HP5 2RT. 

ABPS awards forms Susan 
Oliver, 46 Woodville Road, 
Ham, Richmond TW10 7QN. 
Telephone 020 8940 9833 or 
e-mail susan.m.oliver@virgin. 
net  

Philatelic awards Nominations are sought, by 31 December, for the Roll of 
Distinguished Philatelists. Nominees must be philatelists, and distinguished 
by having contributed outstanding service to philately, either by study and 
research made available to others, or in some public or other capacity. The 
services are defined as: i, published philatelic research or other significant 
works; 2, formation of notable collections which have been exhibited or 
displayed for the benefit of philately; and 3,  journalistic activities and/or 
promotional work, at a high level, in connection with philatelic exhibitions, 
congresses or societies. Nominations, on the approved form, are invited 
from the ABPS, other national philatelic federations currently members of 
FIP, National Philatelic Society, Royal Philatelic Society London, overseas 
Royal Philatelic Societies, specialist societies and county/regional federa-
tions in the UK, and RDPS. 

The Association of British Philatelic Societies awards the Congress 
Medal and Awards of Merit. The Medal is awarded annually to a person 
who has distinguished themselves by promoting the hobby and helping 
others to enjoy it, usually by carrying out good work for a local society. 
Work at Federation level is also taken into consideration, and other help 
and assistance in the world of stamp collecting. This year's winner was 
Jean Wood - see Stamp Scene in the August Bulletin (page 359).  Awards of 
Merit, comprising a framed certificate, are given to collectors who deserve 
appreciation of the work they undertake at society and possibly federation 
level. Nominations are considered by the ABP5 Awards Committee in April 
and forms are available from Susan Oliver (see left). 
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STAMP SCENE 

Scouts stamps The winner by Scouts votes of the 2007 Europa 
stamp competition is Armenian postal operator Haypost. Europa 
stamps are special stamps issued by European postal administra-
tions/enterprises, under the aegis of PostEurop, and which have 
Europe as their central theme. The Europa best stamp design 
competition is a yearly event which takes place during PostEu-
rop's Plenary Assembly. The first competition, in 2002, saw Malta 
win best stamp design, with Monaco, Greenland, Iceland and 
Ukraine the winners respectively in  2003-2006. 

In order to celebrate ioo years of Scouting and to stimulate the interest 
for Europa stamps among young scouts, it was decided that the Europa 
competition would be opened to scouts around the world, and they were 
invited to vote online for the stamp they liked best. 

Meter franking There is a fascinating website for those interested in British Enquiries  visit website www. 

meter franking marks. This site is managed by Alastair Nixon, who pro- meterfranking.co.uk  

duces a monthly online newsletter that reports on all meter news - old and 
new. There are currently over  8o  newsletters available for either online 
viewing, saving as a file on your computer, or which can even be printed 
off in colour if desired. 

The site also includes a feature about meter markings for the thematic 
collector (which has over  20  themes illustrated with appropriate markings), 
a listing of key events in meter franking from 1920, and a useful introduc-
tory page for those unfamiliar with this method of paying for (primarily) 
business postage. There is also a useful chart showing all of the prefixes 
used as part of the machine number so as to identify the model and man-
ufacturer that an impression came from. An example number is T788579, 

which the chart was able to confirm came from a Francotyp-Postalia T1000 

model first introduced to the British market in 1992• 

Dummy stamps If you are a collector of British Cinderella testing, sample, 
dummy, trial or promotional-type material, then a visit to the website www. 
stampprinters.info/dummystamps.htm may be of interest. 

Dummy Stamps .Newsletter was instigated by me in the summer of  2006, 

and covers items of interest from the world of British dummy philatelic 
material. Of variable length but comprising at least four A4 sides, it is pub-
lished as an online publication when time permits, but roughly quarterly. 

Issue six has recently been uploaded and this and all previous issues can 
be downloaded as a  PDF file and printed on your own colour or black-and-
white printer, or it can be saved as a file for screen viewing. There are suffi-
cient margins at the top and bottom of each page for printed copies to be 
cut-down from A4 to fit American-sized binders and display books. 

I freely admit to having been inspired to produce this newsletter by an 
American equivalent publication from the United States Stamp Society 
Dummy Stamp Group entitled Dummy .News and Views, which is ably edit-
ed by Terry Scott. Visit www.usstamps.org/dssg.html  to download the first 
eight issues if us Cinderella philately is of interest to you. 
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Post Offices of Europe See 
www.posteurop.org  or order 
from La Poste/Slége Social, 
Comité pour I'histoire de La 
Poste, CP F 502, 44, boule-
vard de Vaugirard, 75757 
Paris cedex 15 France. 

PostEurop The French Committee for the History of the Post has recently 
published a bilingual publication compiling the papers of the first 'Inter-
national colloquium on the history of European posts' which took place in 
Paris inJune 2004. The book is entitled Post Offices of Europe, 18th-2Ist Cen-
tur,y - a Comparative History. This conference was the first European schol-
arly event of its kind, gathering researchers from all fields in the humanities 
and social sciences. They developed questions and issues about organisa-
tions and network, focusing on comparative studies within Europe. This 
920-page work is available for 27 Euros, post paid • 

Exponet enquiries See www. 
japhila.cz/hof  

Exponet 300 An exhibit entitled Disinfected Mail owned by William F San-
drik of the USA became the 300th  exhibit to be uploaded to the Exponet 
website. The six frames comprise us and Possessions disinfected mail from 
the 18th-2oth centuries, Puerto Rico, Philippines and Colombia, the Penn-
sylvania TB Sanatoria, Anthrax Irradiation of the 2Ist century and Hawaii. 

Paul Hirsch, who is displaying The Philately and Usage of Roumania's 
Post-Classic Issues of 1872-1889, and Otto Hornung with his Carpatho-
Ukraine display, continue to be the only two collectors from the UK to have 
material on Exponet. The site is crying out for displays relating to the phi-
lately of Britain from any era, so why not consider uploading your materi-
al? It does not have to be a gold medal winning display; the idea is simply 
to make available to anyone anywhere in the world interesting collections 
that many collectors may never otherwise encounter • 

Philately on Broadway Philately came briefly to New York's famous Broad-
way theatreland when Theresa Rebeck's Mauritius opened at the Biltmore 
Theatre on 4  October for a limited engagement ending on 14 November. 
It received mixed reviews, and Associated Press called it 'a slick, often un-
convincing new play that can't quite make up its mind about what it wants 
to be'. Katie Finneran and Alison Pill play half-sisters whose mother dies, 
leaving behind rare stamps. F Murray Abraham, Dylan Baker and Bobby 
Cannavale are three men who become interested in the collection when 
they become aware of its potential value. 

Centred around the family feud regarding the collection, Michael Kuch-
wara of AP wrote 'For the most part, Mauritius is a play about possession 
and the lengths people are willing to go to get what they want. It's too bad 
that that single-mindedness, that clear focus, doesn't extend to the play it-
self. 'Joe Dziemianowicz, the drama critic of the New York Daily News wrote 
that 'The sticky family stuff sounds juicy, even if stamp collecting is inher-
ently nerdy.' How very dare he! 

The authenticity of the play was assured thanks to the involvement of 
Robert Odenweller (a governor of The Collectors Club) and David Pet-
ruzelli (an expert from The Philatelic Foundation), who both helped make 
sure that it was letter-perfect by flagging language or situations that didn't 
ring true. Regardless of the reviews, it brought stamp collecting to the pages 
of major newspapers across America, which has to be good. There is noth-
ing to indicate that the play will open in Britain. 
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Thank You For Visiting  Stamp) 

Please Come To Our Next Exhibition 
Spring STAMPEX 2008 

27th  February  -  1st March 

Autumn Stampex attracted some 4500 visitors over the four days from  19-

22 Scptcinlx'r. The Royal Mail stand was particularly busy on the second 
day when the Army Uniforms stamps went on sale. To complement this, 
the British Forces Post Office's display on the Village Green included real 
Field Post Offices and the facility to send an e-bluey. At the stamp launch, 
Brigadier Mike Hickson and David Walker, Royal Mail's Stamps Director, 
signed special cacheted covers produced by Royal Mail and the BFPO  (see 
the September  Bulletin, page ii). Four in-pensioners from the Chelsea Hos-
pital were present to add to the occasion. The Stampex business custom-
ised sheets with a Union Flag stamp and birds on the adjoining labels (see 
the September Bulletin,  page  5)  proved popular and at the Royal Mail stand 
collectors could obtain 'instant Smilers' sheets with their own image on 
labels adjoining the Union Flag or Hello stamps; these sheets have the 
Stampex logo in the sheet margin and on one of the labels. As always the 
Stamp Active Network stand attracted young visitors, especially the auc-
tion, conducted by Michael Thompson on the Saturday. Various societies 
held meetings at the exhibition, and the information stand, run by the 
National Philatelic Society and Association of British Philatelic Societies, 
provided a useful service and contact point. 

Spring Stampex (27 February to i March 2008)  will include a Village 
Green display by the Austrian Philatelic Society to mark its 6oth anniver-
sary. Royal Mail's Great British Monarchs stamps will be released on the 
second day of the exhibition. 

Colonel Sanders A us online opinion poll conducted at www.postalnews. 
coin recently asked whether Colonel Sanders should appear on a postage 
stamp, because Kentucky Fried Chicken had apparently put in a request 
to the usis for such an issue. At the time of viewing the poll, the results 
from 8oi votes were 6% in favour because 'he's an American icon'; 44% 
say no - 'KFC  is a public health hazard'. One voter commented 'Colonel 
Sanders? He was not even a military Colonel. What an insult to retired 
and active duty officers who have earned their rank the hard way. Please, 
stop insulting the intelligence of the American people. You want an Amer-
ican icon? What about Sitting Bull or one of the other great American 
Indian leaders?'. 

STAMP SCENE 

Visitors arriving at London's 
Business Design Centre for 
Autumn Stampex. 

103 



BRITISH PHILATELIC BULLETIN 

Royal Mail news  Stamp poii. 2008 issues. 

New products . Christmas posting dates 

2007 stamp poll Once again we invite you to vote for your favourite stamps 
and Bulletin writer of the year. The special stamps issued during 2007 are 
shown on pages 114-15.  Tell us your top three Sets and favourite individual 
stamp on the enclosed voting form. The favourite set of 2oo6 was Brunel; 
the most popular individual stamp was the Lest We Forget stamp. We also 
invite your to vote for your favourite FDC envelope and presentation pack 
of 2007 - please vote for the design of the envelope and pack only, not for 
the stamps for that issue. In 2006 your favourite FDC and pack designs were 
for the Brunel issue. Finally we seek your votes for favourite Bulletin author. 
The favourite author will receive £ioo  and the runner-up  £50.  Last year's 
winner was Douglas Myall, with Ron Negus in second place. 

All voting forms received go into a prize draw and the first five 'out of 
the hat' will each be sent a 2007 Yearbook. Remember to return your form 
by i8January - we look forward to hearing from you. 

2008 issues Details of the James Bond (8 January) and Working Dogs (5 
February) issues were given in October, and the first in a new Great British 
Monarchs series (28 February) were shown last month. The Rescue at Sea 
set (13 March) is previewed this month. The plate numbers and colours 
for the James Bond stamps are: DI gold DI  cyan (blue)  DI magenta DI  yel-
low DI  black. The tiny year date '2008' can be found hidden in the design 
of the third (from left) book cover on each stamp. 

The Insects stamps (15 April) feature: Adonis Blue butterfly, Southern 
Damselfy, Red Barbed Ant, Barberry Carpet moth, Stag Beetle, Hazel Pot 
Beetle, Field Cricket, Silver-spotted Skipper, Purbeck Mason Wasp, and 
Noble Chafer beetle. 

The Cathedrals stamps (13 May) will depict Lichfield Cathedral, Belfast 
Cathedral (St Anne's), Gloucester Cathedral, St David's Cathedral, West-
minster Cathedral and St Magnus Cathedral, Kirkwall, Orkney. The ac-
companying miniature sheet of four stamps features St Paul's Cathedral 
in London, to mark the 3ooth anniversary of its completion. 

The set entitled Carry On Hammer (ioJune) recalls the popular Carry 
On and Hammer horror series of films. The Airshows issue (17July) marks 
the centenary of the first powered flight in the  UK, at Farnborough. The 
Olympic Handover from Beijing to London will be marked on 26 August, 
and the  RAF  Uniforms set will be issued on 18 September, continuing the 
series started by the Army Uniforms set in September. 

A miniature sheet will be issued on 29 September for the both anniver-
sary of the country (regional) stamps. The Women of Achievement stamps 
(14 October) mark the I50th anniversary of the birth of Emmeline Pank-
hurst. The Christmas stamps (4  November) are on a theme of Traditional 
Pantomine. The final Lest We Forget miniature sheet (6 November) marks 
the 9oth anniversary of the end of the First World War. 
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Year Collections The 2007 Yearbook and Yearpack, containing all of the 
year's special stamps, are now on sale. Both contain all the special stamps 
Of 2007 and the Beatles, Machin, Harry Potter, Royal Diamond Wedding, 
and Lest We Forget miniature sheets. The standard version of the Year-
book costs £64.95, or £99.99  for the de-luxe, leather-bound version. 

The colourful Yearpack, priced £57.45,  includes concise background 
information on each of the special issues, with technical details of the 
stamps and illustrations of the alternative 'First Day' postmarks for each 
issue. 2007 Miniature Sheet Year Pack and Presentation Pack Collections 
are also available, priced £24.45  and  £59.75  respectively. 

Remaining stocks of the 2005 Yearbook and Yearpack will be withdrawn 
on 31 December, so order now if you still want these for your collection • 

Generic/Smilers sheets A 'Glorious Scotland' generic sheet, containing 20 
Scottish 1st class stamps on self-adhesive paper, goes on sale on 30 Novem-
ber, price £7.35.  A Smilers version, with personalised image on the labels, 
will also be available. 

New-look Generic and Smilers sheets will be available from iJanuary. 
The Generic sheet containing a mixture of 20 Union Flag, Love, or Hello 
stamps, with circular-shaped adjoining labels, is £7.35.  Smilers sheets, with 
customers' own image on the labels, cost £7.50  for sheets of to or £13.50 
for a sheet of 20 (i2.5o each for two or more sheets) plus handling charge. 
The Smilers sheets can be supplied with Union Flag, Love, or Hello stamps 
- please state clearly which is required when ordering. 

For full details of the Smilers 
service see the leaflet in Post 
Office branches, phone the 
Smilers helpline on 0845 074 
2000, or visit WwW.royalmail. 
com/smilers  

Stamp ingots The fourth ingot in stamps of the reigns of Edward viii and 
George vi is now available, price £27.95.  This features the George vi five 
shilling stamp of 1939. Handling charge on all ingots is £1.45  UK,  £'.ss 
Europe, and £2.15  Rest of World. All orders and enquiries to Royal Mail 
Tallents House (sec right). 

Ingots Orders to: Royal Mail 
Tallents House, 21 South Gyle 
Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 
9PB; UK order line 08467 641 
641 (overseas +44 131 316 
7483). 

New stamp book A book containing four 1st class defInitives and two 'Love' 
stamps with adjoining 'Be My Valentine' and '5.W.A.L.K.' labels will be 
available from 15  January, price £2.04.  The book, intended for customers 
sending Valentine cards, was printed by Walsall in gravure. 
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Coming off sale The Beatles stamps and miniature sheet will be withdrawn 
from sale on 8January, and the Sea Life issue on  31  January. The 37p  defin-
itive stamp goes off sale on 29 December. 

Collect British Stamps The 2008 (59th) edition of the ever-popular Stanley 
Gibbons  Collect British Stamps colour checklist is now available from Royal 
Mail Tallents House, as well as from Stanley Gibbons, and stamp and book 
shops, priced /J9.95. 

BPMA  For further information 
telephone 020 7239 2570, 
see www.postalheritage.org. 
uk or write to Freeling House, 
Phoenix Place, London WC1X 
ODL (near Mount Pleasant). 

British Postal Museum & Archive  Readers are reminded that in addition to 
its regular opening times (Monday to Wednesday and Friday 10.00-17.00, 
Thursday 10.00-19.00), the  BPMA is also open on Saturday 8 December 
(10.00-17.00). Currently on show is an exhibition for the 40th anniversary 
of the Machin stamp - see the August Bulletin, pages 368-69. Details of 
lectures and film shows are given in our Events listing (see page 126). The 
BPMA contains the collections of the former National Postal Museum and 
Post Office Archives. 

Christmas posting dates The recommended last day for posting Christmas 
cards within the  UK is 17 December by 2nd class service, and 20 December 
for 1st class. Standard Parcels should be posted by 14 December and Spe-
cial Delivery by 22 December. International airmail to Australia, New 
Zealand, South & Central America, Caribbean, Africa, Middle East, Asia 
and the Far East (exceptJapan) should be posted by 7 December; items for 
the  USA,  Canada, Japan and Eastern Europe by to December; and West-
ern Europe by 13 December. See the Royal Mail website (wwwroyalmail. 
com/christmaspostingdates)  for further information. 

The vast majority of UK  cards qualify for the 'Letter' rate of 34P  or 24 
(1st or 2nd class).The weight limit is now 100g. For larger cards with any 
dimension over 240mm  long or 165mm wide or 5mm  thick, the 'Large Let-
ter' rate applies: 48p for ist class or 40 for 2nd class, up to ioog. If using 
Parcelforce Worldwide services for sending parcels by time-guaranteed 
and express services, check www.parcelforce.com  for last posting dates. 

As usual Royal Mail will be assisting Santa in replying to children who 
write to him at Santa, Reindeerland SAN TA! - such letters should arrive 
by ii December. 

Royal Mail 
Miniature Sheets 

2007 

Prize draw Miniature sheets 

THIS MONTH we have two of the 2007 Miniature 
Sheet Collections for prizes. To enter, send your 
name and address on a postcard (or back of a 
sealed envelope) to: Miniature Sheet Draw, Brit-
ish Philatelic Bulletin, Royal Mail Letters, 35-50 
Rathbone Place, London WIT IHQ to arrive by 4 
January 2008. 



Angels have been featured on many of the world's 
Christmas stamps issues. Whether one believes in 
their power or not, they most certainly have been a 
source of great inspiration for many of the world's 
writers, composers and artists throughout history. 
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The celestial hierarchy by Dorothy Martin 

AT THE TIME OF writing this article, I am enjoy-
ing one of the few summer days we have had this 
year. The sun is shining and the sky is blue; it is 
even quite hot, and Christmas seems far away. 

The subject of Royal Mail's Christmas stamps 
for 2007  is Angels', so it is appropriate that this 
article should follow along the same lines. The 
word Angel derives from the Greek word  angelos 
and the Hebrew word malak, both meaning 'mes- 
senger'. To deliver important messages is one of 
the chief tasks of angels; as will be described later, 
they act as intermediaries between God and hu- 
manity. Angels have other duties: they are guard-
ians and caretakers who watch over people at all 
times; they are also music makers who sing prais-
es to God and carry out the tasks he gives to them 
for people on earth. 

According to Dionysius, a 6th century theologian, there are nine choirs 
of angels divided into three triads, each with a special purpose, and which 
form the celestial hierarchy. Triad i are Seraphim, Cherubim and Thrones; 
Triad 2 the Dominations, Virtues and Powers; and Triad 3  the Principali-
ties, Archangels and Angels. This theory was endorsed by St Thomas Aqui-
nus who made a renowned study of angels in the 126os, still accepted today. 

In the Middle Ages miracles and supernatural events seemed to happen 
with amazing frequency, and even in modem times there are many people 
who seriously believe in the power of angels, and who get great comfort 
from them. When I started researching the subject of angels, I was aston-
ished to discover the number of known named angels there are, most with 
their own particular duties, such as Ofaniel, angel of the moon. A large 
majority are good angels but there are also bad and evil ones. Satan, the 
Devil and Lucifer being the names for the leader of the fallen angels. I pro-
pose to mention only some of the good angels in this article. 

The angels most well known in modem times are the three archangels, 
Michael, Gabriel and Raphael. The name Michael means 'who is like unto 
God'. Archangel Michael is considered superior to all angels. He is Patron 
Angel of Israel, the Chief of the Princes, Ruling Prince of the Archangels, 
Chief of the choir of virtues and, as Commander of the Heavenly host, he 
led the good angels in their successful conflict against Satan and the fallen 
angels. As the angel of mercy, he prevented Abraham from sacrificing his 
only son Isaac. Michael's intercession was so powerful that souls could be 
rescued from Hell and conveyed to Heaven. A plague in Rome ceased when 
Gregory the Great prayed to Michael and he appeared over the mauso-
leum, which was renamed Castle of the Holy Angel. Michael appeared to 
StJoan of Arc and led her to victory. He was also invoked for the care of 
the sick. These are just a few of his appearances and acts. 
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St GABRIEL, ARCHANGEL 
Feast Day - 29 September. Patron Saint of 
Archangel Gabriel forecast the birth of John d 
tidings to the Virgin Mary of the future birth 

Three pages from Dorothy Martin's collection of angels. 

The stamps on the preceding and following pages, on the 

contents page, and some of those on the front cover, are 

also from Mrs Martin's collection. 

BRITISH PHILATELIC BULLETIN THE CELESTIAL HIERARCHY 

The archangel Michael's most famous shrine is 
in western Europe, at Mount St Michael, in Nor-
mandy, where a Benedictine abbey was founded 
in the toth century. Numerous churches are ded-
icated to him. A huge modern bronze sculpture 
of Michael by Jacob Epstein can be seen outside 
of Coventry Cathedral. He is the patron saint of 
pharmacists, radiologists and cemeteries. 

The name Gabriel means 'God is my strength', 
and along with Michael, he is one of the highest 
ranked of all the angels. He is the chief messen-
ger, and is venerated as such because he was the 
chosen angel who carried the message to the Vir-
gin Mary that she would give birth to a son whose 
name would be called Jesus. He also prophesied 
the birth of John the Baptist to Zechariah and his 
wife Elizabeth. According to tradition, Gabriel is 
said to be the angel of the power of God, and of 
judgement and of justice. He is also the chief of 
the Angelic Choir of the Cherubim and the an-
gel who watches over every unborn child during 
pregnancy. Many churches have been dedicated 
to Gabriel. He was very aptly declared the patron 
saint of post offices, and telecommunications and 
Post Office workers in 1961. 

The name Raphael means 'God heals'. He is 
honoured as the regent of the sun, the angel of 
knowledge, and chief of the order of virtues. He 
is identified as the angel who healed the earth 
when it was corrupted by sin. He guided Tobias 
and freed him of the demon. He had the power 
of healing, one occasion being curing the hip of 
Jacob after he wrestled with the Dark Angel. He 
is also named as the guardian of the Tree of Life; 
and as a guide to the Underworld. He possessed 
a happy disposition and had a very good sense of 
humour. He is patron saint of nurses, physicians 
and the blind. 

The Feast Day of all three of these archangels 
is 29 September, but prior to 1969 they each had 
their own individual Feast Day. There are differ-
ing opinions regarding the number of archangels, 
ranging from four to 12, the most common num-
ber being seven. Michael and Gabriel appear in 
all the various lists; Raphael appears in several, 
and Uriel in at least two. The other three names 
do vary. 
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Angels are spiritual beings without gender, but are 
generally considered to be masculine. In Islamic lore 
the female angels are called daughters of God. Beat-
rice is one of the few female angels beheld by Dante 
in the  Divine Comedy and the Inferno.  Sophia is prob-
ably the most famous female angel, her name mean-
mg 'wisdom'. 

It is widely believed that everybody has their own 
particular guardian angel who guides and looks after 
them throughout their lives and under all circum-
stances. One of the most significant of Feast Days 
celebrated by the church is that of Guardian Angels, 
on 2  October. 

Music plays a vital part in the lives and activities 
of the Heavenly Host. The angel of music is Israfel, 
and the musical angels play many instruments, the 
harp, lute and trumpet being the favourites. Uriel 
has authority over the choirs of angels. Many artists 
are inspired by the musical angels. 

Angels have an important part to play at Christ-
mas time, one often being placed at the top of the 
Christmas tree in a majority of homes. They are also 
mentioned in many Christmas carols, such as  While 

Shepherds Watched their Flocks  and  Hark the Herald Angels Sing. 
Angels are accepted as having enormous influence over the planets, the 

days of the week, the months of the year, and the winds. The angels linked 
to the planets are: Raphael (the Sun), Gabriel (the Moon), Kokbiel (the 
stars), Michael (Mercury), Camael (Mars), Haniel (Venus), Orifiel (Saturn) 
and Zadkiel (Jupiter). 

The angels associated with the seven days of the week are: Michael (Sun-
day), Gabriel (Monday), Camael (Tuesday), Raphael (Wednesday), Sachiel 
(Thursday), Haniel (Friday) and Cassiel (Saturday). 

The angels linked to the months are: Gabriel (January), Barchiel (Feb-
ruary), Melkyal (March), Asmodel (April), Ambriel (May), Muriel (June), 
Verchiel (July), Hamaliel (August), Uriel (September), Barbiel (October), 
Adnachiel (November) and Hanael (December). 

Finally, the angels associated with the winds are: Gabriel (the north wind), 
Uriel (south wind), Michael (east wind), Raphael (west wind), and Zaamiel 
(whirlwind). 

Whether one believes in the power of angels or not, they most certainly 
have been a source of great inspiration for many famous writers and poets, 
composers and artists throughout the ages. A few of the names which come 
to mind are Dante, Milton, Shakespeare and Longfellow; Listz, Prokofiev 
and Schumann. The great masters of painting such as Fra Angelico, Durer, 
Leonardo da Vinci, Rembrant, Michaelangelo and Memling were inspired 
by the subject - the Annunciation and the Nativity being two of their most a 
popular subjects • 
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Philately online Ron Negus examines a first day cover site 

FIRST DAY cover collecting is a very popular area 
and I have devoted some earlier columns to the 
websites that provide details for the enthusiasts 
in this field. Now a new site has appeared which 
concentrates on GB first day covers. This is the 
Cover Collector section of Internet Stamps Ltd. 
This group also includes Buckingham Covers 
and the Folkestone Stamp Shop. 

The site illustrates the British first day covers 
issued from the reign of King George v up to the 
year 2000, and aims to provide at least a couple 
of different postmarks for most issues. The vari-
ous types of postmarks that can be found on FDC5 
are explained, and attention is drawn to the fact 
that Royal Mail first day covers were not prod-
uced until 1964. Before that date, individuals and 
private companies produced these types of cov-
ers for many of the special stamp issues released. 

It recognises that there are many competing 
suppliers in this market place, and advises that 
attempting to collect all the FDC5 on offer for a 
particular stamp issue is probably not wise. In a 
question-and-answer section, the site gives the 
beginner help in setting realistic objectives for his 
FOG collection. 

In addition to this, a section titled 'About Cov-
ers' is also aimed at the beginners. It contains a 
general introduction to the subject, tips on the 
practicability of FDCS as an investment, ajargon 
buster which gives an explanation of many com-
mon terms associated with cover collecting, some 

g links to other sites of use to beginners and a final 
o section which emphasises the importance of the 

cover's condition. 

www.gbfirstdaycovers.co.uk  This site has a free registration 
service for collectors wishing to receive a weekly e-mail. From 
week to week its content will vary, but is planned to include a 
selection of special offers, new items and items from stock. 

The main part of the site consists of illustrations 
of the GB covers that Internet Stamps Ltd have 
for sale. The images are shown initially in a small 
size, and grouped according to the search terms 
used. Clicking on any image brings up a full-size 
picture of the relevant cover, quotes the buying 
price, and allows the user to indicate his wish to 
buy the item. Covers are added to the site on a 
weekly basis, and visitors can sign up for weekly 
e-mail updates. 

Tony Buckingham, noted for his famous range 
of first day covers, is the Chairman of Internet 
Stamps Ltd. He has written on this topic exten-
sively over the 30 years that he has been involved 
in the trade, and three of his articles are repro-
duced on the site. These tell the story of GB cov-
ers over various time periods. The first of these 
includes first day covers up to 1939, then from 
1940 to 1952, and finally the Elizabethan era from 
then up to the Millennium. The website's editor, 
Brian Austin, has plans to enlarge on this library 
of articles and would welcome submissions from 
collectors. 

Details of the company's staff whom users can 
contact are provided on the site. An 'About Us' 
section gives photographs plus short biographies 
of staff members, and this is a useful feature that 
could be added to advantage on many dealers' 
websites. 

Some FDC collectors prefer to find covers that 
have been signed by celebrities connected with 
the event being commemorated. This site does 
not concentrate on these, but it has plans to add 
them at a future date. In the meantime, a link is 
provided to the website of an associated compa-
ny, Buckingham Covers, whose activities include 
selling signed covers. 

Aimed at being a complete resource for GB first 
day cover collectors, this website will be worth a 
regular visit 
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Mayday: Rescue at Sea Royal Mail salutes 

the lifeboat and coastguard services 

Six STAMPS honouring the lifeboat and coastguard services go on sale at 
Post Office branches and Royal Mail Tallents House on 13  March. They 
feature rescue at sea at various locations around the British coast: Barra 
(Outer Hebrides), 1st class; Appledore, 46p; Portland, 8p; St Ives, 5413; 
Selscy, 6p; and Tenby, 78p. The stamps, designed by Hat-trick Design of 
London, are printed by Walsall in litho. The stamps have interrupted per-
forations along the top and bottom edges - gaps being created in the line 
of perforations by the omission of pins, to spell out 'sos'. 

FIRST DAY FACILITIES Orders for serviced FDC5 must reach Tallents House 
(address below) by the day of issue. Collectors may send stamped covers 
on the day of issue to: Royal Mail Tallents House, 21 South Gyle Cres-
cent, Edinburgh E1112 9PB (Tallents House postmark) or to their nearest 
Royal Mail Special Handstamp Centre (Poole postmark), marking the out-
er envelope 'FDo8o8' or 'FDo8o9'. Covers can he posted or handed in at 
main Post Office branches for the Poole postmark. 

For details of sponsored handstamps and addresses of the Handstamp 
Centres see the British Postmark Bulletin available on subscription from 
Tallents House (JJI2.25 UK/Europe, L24.95 elsewhere). For a free sample 
copy write to: British Postmark Bulletin, Royal Mail, 35-50 Rathbone 
Place, London WIT IHQ. 

Rescue at sea stamps Earlier Royal Mail issues have featured stamps on 
this theme, including the 1963 Lifeboat Conference issue, the 1972 Anniver-
saries set (7'/21) 19th century Coastguard stamp), and the 1985 Safety at 
Sea issue. 
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Left: the first day cover. 

A presentation pack (below), 
designed by Hat-trick Design, 
provides an illustrated history 

1  of the lifeboat and coastguard 
services. 

Mrs J Robinson 
200 Manorbier Road 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire 
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Mayday: Rescue at Sea Prices 
,AIL TA41  

£3.29 Set of stamps 

S.. 
1908 

••• ik 

3.o3.200 Stamp cards set 	 £1.80 
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Presentation pack 	 £3.80 

FOC envelope 	 £0.30 

Serviced FDC (UK orders) 	£4.34 

Serviced FDC (overseas) 	£3.70 
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Favourite stamps poll 2007 Vote for your 

A voting form is enclosed with this Bulletin. Remember to return your form 
by 18 January for entry in our prize draw. 

The Beatles 

Sea Life 

Sky at Night 

World of Invention 

Abolition of the Slave Trade 

Celebrating England 
on miniature sheet 39 

Beside the Seaside 

40 

41 
	

42 
	

43 
	

44 
	

45 
	

46 

Machin Anniversary 
on miniature sheet 47 	 48 
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62 63 64 65 66 

top three sets and favourite individual stamp 

54 49 50 51 52 53 

55 56 57 58 59 60 61 
Harry Potter 

Grand Prix 

67 68 69 70 71 72 

73 74 75 76 77 

78 79 80 81 82 

I 
18 

British Army Uniforms 
83 84 85 86 87 88 

101 100 

Birds 

97 

102 

106 

98 

Christmas 

107 

96 

103 	104 	105 

Lest We Forget 
on miniature sheet 
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Diamond Wedding 

Scouts 
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Parliament and the post John Holman finds the House of 

TEN YEARS AGO, shortly before the election that 
brought Tony Blair to power, I visited the Palace 
of Westminster and reported on the workings of 
the House of Commons Post Office (see the May 
1997 Bulletin). A decade later, just after Tony Blair 
announced his resignation, I returned to see what 
changes had been made in the postal provision 
for MPS, peers, and their staff. 

The first mentions of a postal service for Parl-
iament date back to the 17th century, but it was 
in the 1830s that Parliamentary committees had 
sought improved services from the Treasury and 
the Postmaster General. By 1839 a P0 official 'of 
the senior class of Letter Carrier' had been ap-
pointed, but the first Postmaster, H Lawford, did 
not take up his post until 1871. An office for the 
sale of money orders was established in 1853 and 
in 1884 it moved to the south-east corner of the 
Members Lobby. It was enlarged in the early 20th 
century. A large part of the business was the send-
ing and receiving of telegrams - over 79,000 were 
handled during the Parliamentary session of 1891. 
Following the bombing of the Palace in 1941,  the 
P0 was temporarily installed in a blocked-off cor-
ridor between the Central and Members' lobbies. 
A new office was opened in 1950, when a special 
uniform was introduced for House of Commons 
postmen on the personal orders of the PMG. This 
led to similar special uniforms for the postal staff 
at Buckingham Palace. 

At the time of my visit in May, the Commons 
Postmaster was Mark Pearce, who had held the 
post since 2001, but who was moving to another 
job and handing over to Mark Morrish, who has 
worked for Royal Mail for 27 years. The Post-
master is in overall charge of both counter and 
sorting services, each under separate managers. 

Counter services Today there are three post office 
counters within the 'Parliamentary Estate' the 
Palace of Westminster and ii surrounding build-
ings in which the Ml's and their staff and depart-
ments of the Lords and Commons are housed. 
Counter services are run by nine staff under the 
management of Paul Hemsley, who has worked 

at the Commons P0 since 1995. The main count-
er is at the Central Lobby (often seen on TV news 
programmes) and is open to the public visiting 
Parliament. This office is open Monday to Thurs-
day, 08.00-22.30 or later if the House is sitting. 
On Friday the hours of business are 08.00-17.00. 
The Members Lobby office opens at o8.00, and 
closes on Monday to Thursday at 22.30 or half 
an hour after the House has risen, whichever is 
the later. The hours on Friday are 08.00-17.00, 
and Saturday from o8.00-i6.00. At the Portcullis 
House office business is conducted 09.00-18.00 
Monday to Thursday, and 09.00-17.00 on Friday. 
These times apply while Parliament is sitting, with 
reduced hours during recess. 

In response to requests for a philatelic souvenir, 
the Commons Postmaster in 1997 introduced an 
attractive souvenir cover showing the Houses of 
Parliament. This can only be purchased by visit-
ors at the Central Lobby office, for the price of 
L2 plus postage stamp. The covers can then be 
addressed and handed in for a 'House of Com-
mons' philatelic datestamp exclusive to the cov-
ers. About i000 are sold each year. 

The smaller offices in the Members Lobby and 
in Portcullis House are both only accessible to 
Parliamentarians and staff. With just one counter 
position, the office in Portcullis House is proba-
bly the smallest crown post office, a distinction 
once held by the former office at the Royal Courts 
of Justice. Portcullis House was opened in 2001, 
and houses offices for some 200 MP5, and com-
mittee and reception rooms. The post office there 
replaced an earlier office at i Parliament Street. 
There are posting boxes for both internal and ex-
ternal mail, with three collections a day. 

Mail sent from the post offices by Special Del-
ivery is given a counter datestamp - House of 
Commons London sw, (Central and Members 
Lobby offices) or Portcullis House, London swi. 
All other stamped mail goes to the London South 
Mail Centre and receives the standard machine 
postmark of that office. House of Commons ma-
chine postmarks, once much collected, are sadly 
now a thing of the past. o. 
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Commons Post Office is as busy now as it was 10 years ago 

Left: the Portcullis House Post Office. 

Below, from top: a House of Commons 
machine postmark, which was applied 
from 1965 -1998, but sadly is no longer 
available; House of Commons counter 
datestamps; House of Commons 1st 
and 2nd paid envelopes; and a Palace 
of Westminster souvenir cover - these 
can be purchased only by visitors at 
the Central Lobby office, for the price 
of £2 plus postage stamp; about 1000 
are sold each year. 
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Incoming and outgoing mail The Sorting Office 
for the Parliamentary Estate was in the Palace of 
Westminster at the time of my 1997 visit but since 
2005 it has enjoyed a more spacious location in 
Portcullis House. There some 30 staff work under 
Deputy Postmaster Brian Gosling, who reports to 
the Postmaster and to the Service Delivery Man-
ager at the London South Mail Centre. Brian is 
proud of the fact that he and his staff have no less 
than 6o8 years Royal Mail employment between 
them, two staff members having 42 years service. 

Until 2006 incoming mail was delivered to the 
Commons from the swi Delivery Office in How-
ick Place, but now comes from the London South 
Mail Centre in Nine Elms. Approximately 20,000 

items of incoming mail are processed every day. 
Like any ordinary sorting office, the Commons 
office is fitted out with numerous sorting frames 
but instead of being headed with the names of 
towns, villages, roads or streets, the frames bear 
the names of all 646 MPs, 724 members of the 
House of Lords, and departments of both Hous-
es. After a general election the staff work over a 
weekend to change all the frames to cater for the 
re-elected and newly-elected MP5. Brian recalls 
the 2005 election, his first time in charge of the 
change-over. Mail for former MP5 is re-directed 
for a while after they have ceased to be Members 
but many letters and circulars continue to arrive 
for them, sometimes several years after they have 
left Parliament. This mail is returned to senders 
in the normal way. Some former MPS are elevat-
ed to the Lords, and thus mail addressed to them 
as an Mi' can be re-directed to their sorting frame 
under their new ennobled title. Keeping up with 
the changes can be relentless. 

Two MP5 have two frames owing to the volume 
of mail they receive - as you may guess, these are 
the Prime Minister and the Leader of the Oppo-
sition. Where MP5 and peers have the same sur-
name, further identification ensures they receive 
the correct mail. The MP's constituency is includ-
ed in the heading and those from the three main 
parties have a coloured dot to indicate the party. 

MP5 can have their mail delivered to the Mem-
bers Lobby P0 where they, or their secretary can 
collect it, or have it delivered to their office in 

House of Lords 

Parliament, or forwarded to their home address 
or constituency office. Ml's specify what they re-
quire and this can change daily so a special list is 
produced shortly before staff start the four daily 
deliveries from the sorting office so they have the 
latest information of how MP5 want their mail 
delivered on that day. This, as you can imagine, 
is quite a logistical exercise! Some Ml's want in-
ternal Commons mail treated differently to that 
which has arrived through the post. Mail to be 
sent on to MPS in their constituencies is sent in 
special large 'plastic' Special Delivery envelopes. 

In my 1997 article I noted the system whereby 
some MP5' mail is placed for collection in a Let-
ters Board in the Members Lobby. A considerable 
amount of mail is generated within Parliament 
(including outbuildings) and letters and packets 
addressed to MP5 from fellow Members, minis-
ters and officials, are placed in the Letters Board 
in the Lobby. Each MP has a pigeon hole in this 
board and his or her name is illuminated if there 
are letters to collect. All such mail is given a cer-
tifying stamp of the Speaker's Dept, with initials 
'LB', for Letters Board. Letters still in the board 
at 23.00 are cleared and handed to the P0 for de-
livery in the next morning's post. In the past such 
letters were given an Official Paid datestamp and 
weighed to calculate a handling charge. This no 
longer applies, ending the rather quaint practice 
of letters with two Parliamentary markings. The 
Letters Board is managed by the Door Keepers 
wearing a resplendent uniform and badge. 

The sorting office receives seven deliveries each 
day from the Mail Centre, the first at oi.00 in the 
morning and the final one at mid-day. As well as 
delivering within the Palace of Westminster and 
Portcullis House, staff also take the mail to some 
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ii outbuildings housing over ioo departmental 
offices. Two transit vans are used to take mail to 
the outbuildings. Sadly, given the times in which 
we now live, all incoming mail is security checked 
before it arrives at the Commons, and a rubber 
stamp is applied to show this has been done. 

The despatch of mail from the Parliamentary 
Estate is similarly well-organised. Mail is collect-
ed from some 8o posting boxes, in the main build-
ing from o8.00, and continuing every hour until 
19.00. Most mail goes out in pre-paid envelopes 
supplied to MPS and peers. These bear a Machin 
head of The Queen, and are cancelled by nor-
mal machines at the London South Mail Centre 
- as is all mail bearing postage stamps. Mail from 
Parliamentary departments is treated differently, 
being given a certifying stamp (cachet) to denote 
office of origin, and a meter impression to indi-
cate postage paid. The certifying stamps allow 
the postage costs to be allocated to the correct 
department. The Speaker's department certify-
ing stamp is probably the best-known, although 
the Clerk of the Parliaments is quite often seen. 

The volume of outgoing mail varies but aver-
ages about 20,000 a day. More mail tends to be 
received when a major national or international 
event prompts people to write to their MP. Brian 
was anticipating the change in leadership in June 
to cause an increase in incoming mail. Outgoing 
mail sacks are collected by van in Star Court, and 
taken to the Mail Centre for processing. 

The Commons sorting office works from 23.00 
on Sunday night to 12 noon on Saturday. All sort-
ing in done manually, and the only concession to 
technology is the use of a 'bar code gun' to re-
cord the emptying of posting boxes - this allows 
Brian to ensure collections are made on time. 

During my visit I was shown the former sorting 
office which still houses the old postmarking ma-
chine. This was introduced in 1965 at the request 
of Tony Berm (PMG at the time) so that staff did-
n't have to handstamp every item of mail. The 
machine remained in use until 1998. 

Tour of the Palace As I noted in 1997, the Palace 
of Westminster is a fascinating place and one that 
I never tire of visiting, as there is so much to see, 
not least spotting well-known MPS or peers as they 
walk around the building. This time I saw a lead-
ing Cabinet minister, a former minister, a former 
Leader of the Opposition and an MP much in the 
news for his colourful lifestyle. I was also pleased 
to see the new, and rather commanding, statue 
of Baroness Thatcher, alongside those of other 
prominent 20th century Prime Ministers David 
Lloyd George, Clement Attlee and Sir Winston 
Churchill. This time however, I was not required 
to climb the stairs to the top of Big Ben! 

Despite the telephone and e-mails, Parliamen-
tarians still depend heavily on posted mail, and 
the Commons P0 remains as busy and well-run 
at it was a decade ago. Long may it continue in 
this way. 

For more information about the House of Com-
mons P0 and postmarks, readers are referred to 
a factsheet produced by the House of Commons 
Information Office, which can be seen on the Par-
liamentary website www.parliament.uk  or sup-
plied free by post. Useful information is contained 
in: James Mackay's Official Mail of the British Isles 
(1983); chapter 21 of the British Postmark Soci-
ety's invaluable Collect British Postmarks (7th edi-
tion, 1997); and Cohn Peachey's articles in the 
British Postmark Bulletin of 2 December 1994 and 
13 December 1996. 

I am obliged to Paul Hemsley and Brian Gos-
ling and their staff for their patience in answer-
ing so many questions during my visit, and for 
checking the accuracy of this article before it was 
published. Information taken from the House of 
Commons Post Office factsheet has been used 
here with permission (Parliamentary copyright, 
House of Commons reserved). 
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Dedicated to stamps Richard West visits Walsall Security 

Printers to see how they print millions of stamps each week 

ONE OF the most incredible stories over the years 
must be how Walsall Security Printers grew into 
a dominant force in the world of stamp printing. 
Prior to 1964, the company had not considered 
stamps, its speciality being the printing of labels. 
However, it was that capability which led to a re-
quest to produce self-adhesive stamps for Sierra 
Leone. Dismissed as a gimmick at the time, today 
it is hard to imagine the world without self-adhe-
sive stamps. Walsall's first such stamp for Royal 
Mail was issued on 19 October 1993, although the 
company initially printed a stamp book contain-
ing i4p and ip conventionally-gummed defini-
tives, issued on 25 April 1989. 

Today operations at Walsall are entirely dedi-
cated to stamps - not only printing in litho and 
gravure, not just sheets but booklets and, increas-
ingly important, business sheets, but also the pro-
duction of items such as presentation packs and 
first day covers. However, all stamps start as a 
design, increasingly supplied digitally. The first 
action is to arrange a review meeting at which 
the best method of production, and the colours 
to be used, will be determined. Computer tech-
nology eases the tasks these days, enabling a de-
sign to be separated into its constituent colours, 
building up the sheet formation, and adding the 
necessary marginal markings and other printing 
aids. While many designs can be simply separat-
ed into the four process colours of magenta, yel-
low, cyan and black, these might not be ideal for 
a particular design. The computer can determine 
whether a specific colour would suit the design 
best, and adjust the other colours accordingly. It 
is not only colours that are important at this stage; 
all aspects of the production process must be de-
termined, including the application of phosphor, 
and, for self-adhesive stamps, the die-cutting of 
perforations, the stripping off of the excess paper 
(matrix) and rouletting the backing paper. 

Naturally the customer, such as Royal Mail, 
wishes to see proofs before printing begins. For 
some it is perfectly adequate to receive a chroma- 

lin proof generated by the computer, without the 
need to resort to a printing press. However, Royal 
Mail understandably demands assurance that the 
finished product will be exactly as required, and 
therefore proofing cylinders are produced, with 
the proofs being printed on the actual press used 
for final printing. 

As mentioned, at Walsall there is the capability 
to print using off-set lithography or gravure, al-
though Royal Mail specifies gravure for all defin-
itive work. At one time booklets in particular were 
often printed by litho, but the plates used have a 
much shorter life, and produce a less consistent 
product compared with gravure cylinders. When 
litho printing was used, Royal Mail's stamp books 
contained conventionally-gummed stamps. 

While definitive work is now by gravure, some 
special issues, where the print runs are naturally 
lower, may be printed by litho. Whichever process 
is used, quality checks are made throughout pro-
duction of the paper, adhesive and the phosphor. 
The tension on the paper can change as it passes 
through the press, affected by slight changes in 
temperature for example, and therefore the flow 
of paper has to be constantly adjusted, to ensure 
a product is in perfect register. If the stamps are 
conventionally-gummed, the sheets will be perf-
orated during the pass through the printing press. 
However, it is Walsall's expertise with self-adhe-
sive products that is principally utilised by Royal 
Mail, and this requires that all of the 'finishing' 
work be undertaken as a separate process. Never-
theless, the litho capability is used to produce such 
items as folders for presentation packs. By 'turn-
ing' the reel of paper halfway through the press, 
it is possible to print four colours on one side, and 
the paper is then turned to receive four colours 
on the 'back'. As the folders will require creasing 
and folding to create the presentation packs, it is 
essential that after printing the paper remains in 
a perfect reel. There has to be strict tolerance to 
ensure the creasing and folding is in exactly the 
right position. 
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Tolerance of the paper is a key factor throughout 
and, consequently, while there are reels of paper 
kept in store awaiting printing, such storage time 
is kept as short as possible. If kept too long, paper 
can easily distort. 

Definitives On the gravure presses, definitive pro-
duction is divided between booklets and business 
sheets. This may seem incidental, but you would 
be surprised. Judging by the mail most people re-
ceive it appears stamps have gone out of fashion. 
Yet booklets and business sheets are still needed 
in their millions every day. Business sheets, in 

t particular, have been a surprise, so high is the de-
mand. The gravure press at Walsall has ten units, 
ample for virtually every issue, and certainly for 
Royal Mail's definitive products. The ability to 
turn the reel during printing is used to print both 
inside (stamps and any other promotional infor-
mation) and outside (the outer covers) of book-
lets as one operation. This same capability is used 

to provide a recent feature of self-adhesive spec-
ial issues, namely to have information about the 
issue printed on the reverse of the backing paper. 

After printing, separate production lines han-
dle particular products. Business sheets undergo 
a process by which the individual stamps have 
the top ('stamp') paper die-cut to simulate perfo-
rations. Then the excess top paper (the 'matrix') 
is stripped away from around the stamps. This 
has to be an exact process, to ensure that none of 
the stamps are also inadvertently stripped away 
(readings are taken from the paper to ensure this 
has not happened). What makes the matrix strip-
ping such a precise operation is that the 'headers' 
to the business sheets, on which are printed the 
details of the contents and the Royal Mail cruci-
form, tend to break the 'flow'. Consequently, not 
all the matrix is stripped away in one go - that 
around the stamps is removed first, after which 
the matrix on the edges of the sheets is removed 
in a separate operation. Removing the matrix can 
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be better appreciated for the skill and control re-
quired when it is realised it occurs at high speed. 
Normal sheets sold over post office counters will 
have the backing paper rouletted so that individ-
ual stamps can be sold, but there is no such need 
with the business sheets. However, such sheets do 
have to be trimmed, the production date is print-
ed using matrix dots on the reverse, sheets are 
rouletted to enable them to be 'divided' into sec-
tions, and then the product is folded into a more 
usable size. Finally, sheets are counted and band-
ed into conveniently-sized bundles. 

Booklet production is similarly automated, the 
process including the 'notch' in the right-hand 
edge of the cover to show whether it contains 1st 
(one notch) or 2nd (two notches) class stamps. The 
'perforations' are made using steel die-cutters an-
odised to prevent rusting. The matrix is removed 
as necessary: some books now have promotional 
information on the inside (left-hand half); this is 
printed on the 'stamp' paper, so it is left in posi-
tion. Creasing, folding and bundling are all part 
of the automated process. 

Naturally, throughout the production process, 
checks are made, with automatic scanning of the 
product, by weight, and visually. As ever, there is 
no substitute for the female eye when it comes to 
ensuring the printed sheets are perfect. However, 
automatic scanners play an increasing role, and 
can detect slight differences, and reject a product 
as faulty, yet totally acceptable to our eyes. 

Philatelic services In addition to printing stamps 
and presentation packs, Walsall Security Printers 
has developed considerable expertise in the area 
of providing specialised philatelic products such 
as packs and first day covers. It has a dedicated 
section which it calls its 'Philatelic Bureau'. 

One of the tasks undertaken is to fix the clear 
plastic 'carriers' to presentation packs. As will be 
recalled, at one time Royal Mail included sepa-
rate black card carriers within the packs; now the 
plastic carriers are affixed to the pack itself. Glu-
ing and affixing the plastic is a skilled operation, 
as it needs to be perfectly positioned every time 
- not always the easiest task to accomplish when 
handling plastic. 

Stamps are placed in the packs by machine. For 
this the individual stamps are arranged in stacks. 
The equipment uses suction to lift the plastic car-
rier, and to lift one of each stamp from the stacks 
and place them where required. Not all tasks are 
automated; the sheets of stamps are still burst and 
arranged in stacks by hand. Most painstaking is 
when packs require self-adhesive stamps, wanted 
to appear like perforated stamps (for example, the 
self-adhesives in the definitive presentation packs 
for Royal Mail). These stamps are specially prod-
uced with die-cut 'perforations' penetrating both 
the stamp and backing paper. This has the effect 
of completely separating the stamps, which then 
have to be arranged in bundles or stacks by hand. 

The equipment to fill presentation packs can 
handle a variety of shapes and sizes of stamps in 
one operation, but it can fill a maximum of nine 
stamps at a time. Consequently items such as Year 
Packs are often built up in stages throughout the 
year as the required stamps become available. 

First day cover production is a similar process: 
the stamps are held in stacks in specially created 
'blocks', which position the stamps as required, 
picking up one of each stamp, passing them over 
a sponge to moisten, then affixing to the cover. 
However, with self-adhesive stamps, when covers 
are required in reasonable quantities, it is nor-
mal to print the stamps on special coils, enabling 
the stamps to be positioned as required over the 
covers before being 'pressed' into place. Walsall 
undertakes first day cover production on behalf 
of many countries, and the quantities required in 
some cases do not require the use of automatic 
equipment. In such cases, there is no substitute 
to affixing stamps by hand, even if self-adhesive. 
Walsall also undertakes the cancellation of these 
covers, if requested by the country concerned. 

Having pioneered the concept of self-adhesive 
stamps, Walsall Security Printers is aware that the 
product must be right, both for the consumer and 
the collector. Tests are undertaken regarding both 
migration of the adhesive, and the aging process. 
The paper used still has a soluble layer of adhes-
ive between the stamp and the adhesive silicone, 
to allow collectors to remove used examples from 
envelopes with ease. 
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Mainly Machins Country pictorial issues, by Douglas Myall 

SINCE I LAST WROTE, there have been three new 
issues to report on: sheets for Northern Ireland, 
a miniature sheet with a 78p stamp from each of 
the four countries, and a generic sheet for Scot-
land. Each was printed in a different way. 

Northern Ireland Dc La Rue's gravure printing of 
the Northern Ireland sheet NVIs were issued on 
20 September, although the existing lithographic 
stamps will be sold to exhaustion in the province. 
Reading downwards, the cylinder numbers are: 
DI (yellow), DI (cyan), D  (black) / DI (phosphor) 
for the 1st class stamps, and DI (magenta), DI (yel-
low), DI (cyan), DI (black) / DI (phosphor) for the 
2nd class stamps. The cylinders are double-pane, 
and both no dot and dot blocks exist. Normally, 
The Queen's head is the cameo silhouette, non-
Machin, version with the ribbons. This is usually 
printed in silver for gravure issues, but it is plain 
white on these new stamps. Previously, this form 
has been used mainly for lithographic printings, 
which, of course, was the production process used 
for this country. I do not think this was to main-
tain consistency in design. Rather, it reduces the 
number of colour cylinders needed for the issue. 
The effect is achieved by a process which print-
ers refer to as 'reversing out'. This is not the first 
time that it has been used in a gravure printing 
though; De La Rue used it on the Wales stamps 
issued on 14 October 2003. The phosphor bars 
on the 1st class stamp are gradated, with a total 
width of 13mm. 

Lest We Forget miniature sheet 2 This was issued 
on 8 November and commemorates the Battle of 
Passchendaele, which took place 90 years ago, in 
November 1917. The shadowy background of the 
sheet shows infantrymen advancing across open 
ground. This image is cleverly used again in the 
black centre of the single red poppy which is the 
design of the 1st class special stamp. To the right 
of this is a block of four 78p stamps, one from 
each country. This is the rate for 2og airmail let-
ters outside of Europe. Last year's sheet had 72p 
stamps in the same designs but there was a tariff 

change last April. A further change is that this 
year's sheet is printed by Dc La Rue in lithogra-
phy, a method that has not previously been used 
for this value, so all four stamps are new. 

The Queen's cameo head is reversed out on 
the Wales and Northern Ireland stamps, and is 
printed in silver on those for England and Scot-
land. Because the latter are lithographic, there is 
no screening and they are a solid silhouette. The 
phosphor bars are not gradated but they still total 
imm. There is no micro-printed copyright sym-
bol and date on any of these stamps, so it seems 
that this may no longer be deemed necessary. 

Glorious Scotland generic sheet The third in the 
series of fivc glorious country' sheets features 
Scotland. It comprises 20 1st class stamps depict-
ing the heraldic Lion of Scotland. Each stamp is 
accompanied by a label from a set of Jo, pictur-
ing a typical Scottish landscape or activity. These 
are miniature works of art and any of them would 
be a suitable subject for a stamp. I am surprised 
just how good they are for a lithographic print-
ing and it seems that a very high resolution was 
used when making the plates. The sheet has been 
printed in lithography by Carter, a member of 
the Walsall group based in France. As with the 
two earlier generic sheets, these stamps are self-
adhesive; the only country pictorials to be issued 
in this form so far. Again, the phosphor bars are 
non-gradated 6.5mm at each side. The copyright 
symbol and year 2007 is printed on the sheet; it 
does not appear on the stamps. 

I did not detect any textual errors on the labels, 
unlike the two predecessor sheets. Many readers 
will have heard of the mis-printing of White for 
Wight on one of the England sheet's labels. This 
was spotted in time to have the sheets reprinted 
with the correct text and issued on the scheduled 
date. A few of these errors were not recalled and 
were sold through philatelic outlets; these fetch 
high prices on eBay. An error on the Wales sheet, 
which I have not seen mentioned elsewhere, was 
drawn to my attention by reader Adrian Keppel. 
The mountain in south Snowdonia is known as 
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Cader Idris in English and Cadair Idris in Welsh, 
but the English spelling is used on the Welsh label 
although Snowdonia is translated (as Eyryi, land 
of eagles). I have heard it said that the English for 
Castell Caernarfon should be Carnarvon Castle, 
but Caernarfon is equally acceptable; this is the 
spelling used on the C I.50 pictorial national def-
initive in the castles series. 

Review of country pictorial stamps These stamps 
have been on sale quite some time now, and they 
have a good following among collectors. In my 
last article I mentioned the difficulty of keeping 
track of stamps with the same design being print-
ed in gravure and lithography, sometimes by the 
same printer, and being on contemporary sale, 
and I promised to return to this subject. These 
stamps have been issued in counter sheets, minia-
ture sheets, generic sheets and in prestige books. 
They have not been issued in retail books, or in 
coils. Some of them have also been issued in pre-
sentation packs, and all of the designs have been 
issued as stamp cards. 

The new design stamps for Scotland and Wales 
were introduced in the May 1999 Bulletin, and 
went on sale on 8June that year. The impetus for 
them was the establishment of a Parliament for 
Scotland and an Assembly for Wales on 12 May. 
There were four stamps for each country. The 
services they were intended to meet were the two 
basic inland letter rates, the basic European let-
ter rate, and the second weight step for airmail 
letters outside Europe. The first three rates were 
NVI5, and the fourth a value stamp, at that time 
64p. They are still the same services today but the 
European NvI was replaced by a value stamp on 
i April 2004. The face values of the value stamps  

have changed with revised tariffs, but the designs 
have not. Pictorial stamps were extended to Nor-
thern Ireland on 6 March 2001, and to England 
on 23 April 2005 to meet the same four services. 
On 14 October 2003 the designs of all 16 stamps 
were modified by adding a white border. 

The subjects depicted on the Scotland stamps 
were chosen by popular ballot, with the intention 
that they would be changed after Parliament was 
opened, which happened on 5  October 2004. The 
old designs are still being used, but there have 
been additions to the range. 

A series of miniature sheets celebrating each 
country began with the sheet for Scotland on 30 

November 2006 and one for England on 23 April 
2007. These dates are the Saint's days for those 
two countries. Additional sheets are planned for 
Northern Ireland and Wales, to be issued on or 
near their Saint's days. All four sheets follow the 
same pattern, consisting of two large stamps for 
the worldwide service and two 1st class definitive-
size stamps. (The Northern Ireland sheet will be shown 
in next month's Bulletin. ED) 

To provide an overall view, I have chosen one 
country, Scotland, and presented its stamps in 
tabular form (opposite). Taking each design and 
value in turn, I have given the date of first issue, 
the form of issue and the printer's initial and the 
method of printing. By taking account of other 
attributes such as different phosphor layouts, var-
iations in the thickness and setting of service indi-
cators and the appearance of some issues in more 
than one prestige book, specialists will recognise 
some stamps not shown in the table. In the eight 
years of their existence these pictorial definitives 
have presented much to interest collectors, and 
they look nice on the album page • 
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Gravure Lithography 

Q 22.10.01 B 

EStWE FORGEt 

/Z 
S 

65 

Date 	Form Printer Date 	Form Printer 

1St 	1St design, Heraldic Lion, no border 08.06.99 S 	W 

Form Issued as: sheet (S), 
miniature sheet (MS), generic 
sheet (GS), or book pane (B). 

Printer Cartor (C), De La Rue 
)D), Enschedé )E), Quests (0) 

Stamp and design 

2nd design, Heraldic lion, border 	14.10.03 S 	0 	20.9.07 8 	E 	and Walsall (W). 

   

05.10.04 MS D 

 

Above and opposite: Scottish 
stamps in miniature sheets of 
2004-07, and the six Scotland 
tartan stamps, 64p to 78p 
values, issued 1999-2007. 

      

30.11.07 GS C 

      

 

3rd design. Saltire flag 	 10.11.06 MS 	0 

 

2nd lstdesigrr, Saltire cross, noborder 08.06.99 5 	W 

 

   

04.08.99 B 	Q 

 

  

05.06.02 5 	D 

   

2nd design, Satire cross, border 	14.10.03 S 	D 

16.03.04 B 	D 

E 	1st design, thistle, no border 	08.06.99 5 	W 

22.10.01 8 	0 

2nd design, thistle, border 	14.10.03 S 	D 

40p 2nd design, thistle, border 	11.05.04 S 	0 

11.05.04 MS 	0 

05.04.05 S 	W 

10.05.05 S 	0 

28.03.06 S 	0 

27.03.07 S 	D 

08.06.99 S 	W 

25.04.00 S 	W 

04.08.00 B 	0 

04.07.02 S 	D 

14.10.03 S 	D 

28.03.06 5 	D 

09.11.06 MS 	0 

27.03.07 S 	D 08.11.07 MS 0 

42p 2nd design, thistle, border 

44p 2nd design, thistle, border 

48p 2nd design, thistle, border 

64p 1st design, tartan, no border 

65p 1st design, tartan, no border 

68p 1St design, tartan, no border 

2nd design, tartan, border 

72p 2nd design, tartan, border 

78p 2nd design, tartan, border 
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Competitions Enter for a chance to win the 2007 Yearbook 

   

   

September identify The detail 
s from the Marsh Harrier Bird 
stamp of 2007. The winner is 
B Normanton, of Australia. 

September knowledge The 
answers: 1) Business Design 
Centre, London; 2) 1989; 3) 
Red. The winner is G Dunlop, 
of Bristol. 

Runner-up prizes were also 
Sent for each competition. Our 
thanks to all who entered. 

   

FIRSTLY, identify the stamp from the detail above. 
Send your answer to December Identify  Compe-
tition. Secondly, test your philatelic knowledge 
by answering the questions below. Send your ans-
wer to December Knowledge Competition. 

1 Who designed the 1978 Christmas stamps? 
2 Which stamp issue featured an illustration of 
Lancaster House? 

3 Which firm printed Britain's first self-adhesive 
stamp (1993)? 

Send your answer (addressed to either December 
Identj[y competition or December Knowledge com-
petition), name and address on a postcard or back 
of a sealed envelope to: British Philatelic Bulletin, 
Royal Mail Letters, 35-50 Rathbone Place, Lon-
don WIT IHQ. The senders of the first cards to 
be drawn in each competition on it January will 
each receive a 2007 Yearbook. Runner-up prizes 
of presentation packs, FDC5, or stamp cards will 
be awarded in each competition. The competi-
tions are not open to Royal Mail employees.. 

Events 

Until April/May 2008 A Timeless Classic - The 
Evolution of Machin's Icon' exhibition, British Postal 
Museum & Archive, Freeling House, Phoenix Place, 
London WC1. Enquiries 020 7239 2570. 

4 December Film showing Christmas Under Fire 
(l 941 film about Christmas in the Blitz) at 18.30, fol-
lowed by talk 'War Heres of the Post Office', 19.00 at 
British Postal Museum & Archive. To book tickets 
phone 029 7239 2570. 

10-21 December British Postal Museum & Archive 
closed for stocktaking. 

12 December Monthly Strand Stamp Fair, at Galleon 
Suite, Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way, London 
WC1H ODG, 09.00-16.00. Free admission. Dealers, 
refreshments. Enquiries www.stampshows.net  

17 January National Philatelic Society seminar on 
Research in Philately at Phoenix Centre, Phoenix 
Place, London WC1, 14.00-16.30. Bookings by 12 
January (see Late News, opposite). 

21-23 February Philatex at the Royal Horticultural 
Society, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat Street, London 
SW1. Enquiries phone 020 8946 4489 or website 
www.stampshows.net  

27 February - I March Spring Stampex at Business 
Design Centre, Upper Street, London Ni. Display by 
Austria Philatelic Society. Enquiries Stampex 01252 
628006. 

2-3 May ABPS Harrogate 2008, at the Harrogate 
International Centre, Hall a, Kings Road. Exhibition, 
dealers. Enquiries www.harrogate2008.org.uk. 
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Late news 

O 
J 'S)z07B 
pn;z040500 

• No.24.2OO7 
Ik.bUk,Wo, TOKYO 

_APEX,07 	 - 9 

JAPEX overprint and Guernsey and Jersey Christmas stamps. 

Sp.I Exhibit 
by 
"l.

Strnp  
Study Group f 

Royal Mail update 1hc In the Post' Smilers sheet, 
with robin stamp, has been reprinted with Royal 
Mail Group Ltd copyright replacing Royal Mail 
Group PLC. The new sheet will be used for orders 
as stocks of the previous printing are used up. 

Press sheets of miniature sheets will be avail-
able for the following 2008 issues: James Bond, 
Houses of Lancaster and York, Cathedrals, and 
5oth anniversary of country definitives. All sheets 
will be numbered, in a limited edition of 2008. 

Readers have enquired about the use of micro-
text to indicate the year of issue on special stamp 
issues and the transfer of the date to stamp cards. 
The date is printed on each stamp issue (and has 
been since the Motorcycles issue) in black micro-
text hidden in the image, or the value. This is the 
case for all issues printed in litho. For all issues 
printed in gravure the standard has been to print 
the date in the phosphor. There is an exception 
- the National Portrait Galley issue - which was 
printed in gravure, but had the date in microtext. 
This was because we were trialling a fine-screen 
gravure cylinder. As we cannot show the position 
of phosphor on the stampcards we have decided 
not to reproduce this detail on the product. 

GB exhibition in Japan The British Stamp Study 
Group of Japan Philatelic Society had a io-frame 
display entitled 'zo Years of Machins' during their 
annual national exhibition, JAPEX '07 in Tokyo, 
2-4 November. The Society produced 500 num-
bered JAPEX '07 overprints on the 1st class stamp 
pane (above), and eighty are reserved for Bulletin 
readers. To acquire a copy send six international 
reply coupons (to include postage) to: Michihiko 
Yokohagi, 11-4 Shimorenjaku 2chome, Mitaka-
shi, Tokyo 181-00I3,Japan. 

Christmas issues Shown above are two of the 
2007 Christmas issues from Guernsey andJersey, 
titled 'Deck the Halls' and 'Christmas Carols' re-
spectively. Enquiries: Guernsey 01481 716486, e-
mail philatelicguernseypost.com; Jersey 01534 
516320, e-mail stamps@jerseypost.com. 

North of Ireland Philatelic Society The Society cel-
ebrated its centenary with a display at the Royal 
Philatelic Society London on i November. A cen-
tenary book was published earlier in the year - 
see July Bulletin (p325). Meetings for early 2008 
are: Russia Post Offices Abroad by Alan Wishart 
(i iJan), N Ireland Postmarks (John Gilpin 8 Feb), 
Masaryk's Czechoslovakia (Geoff McAuley 14 
Mar) and Irish Postal History (Des Quail II Apr). 
The meetings are held at Hunterhouse College, 
Upper Lisburn Road, Finaghy, Belfast at 19.00. 
Enquiries: Norman Scott on 028 90 795530. 

Philatelic research seminar The National Philat-
elic Society will hold a 'How to Research in Phi-
lately' seminar at the Phoenix Centre, Phoenix 
Place, London wet (next door to Freeling House) 
on I7January (14.00-16.30). It will be led by David 
Beech who will discuss methods, sources and dis-
ciplines for successful and enjoyable research, in 
light of developments such as the internet. David 
will follow up the seminar with an article in Stamp 
Lover, the NPS magazine. Tickets are L5 (3 NPS 

members); places are limited so applications must 
be made by 12January. For details and a booking 
form, send a SAE to Christopher Oliver, Nation-
al Philatelic Society, do British Postal Museum 
& Archive, Freeling House, Phoenix Place, Lon-
don wcix ODL or visit www.ukphilately.org.uk/ 
rips where a booking form is also available. 
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nomppl, 	WIN* 
Beside the Seaside 
:Ri Mi M.,e S.,e, 

2007 Presentation Pack 
Collection Price £59.75. 
Order code PA728. Handling 
charge £2.95 UK. £5 Europe. 
£14 rest of world 

2007 Miniature sheet 
Collection Price £24.45. 
Order code PA727. Handling 
charge £1.45 UK, £1.55 
Europe, £2.15 rest of world 

Royal Mail 
Miniature Sheets 
2007 

From million selling 
discs to a heavenly 
choir of angels 

Royal Mail collections: ideal gifts for Christmas 

 

Presentation Pack Collection The 16 packs of 2007 
are all contained within a stylish black box, embossed 
in silver with Royal Mail'. 

Miniature Sheet Collection An attractively packaged 
set of all nine miniature sheets of 2007: Beatles, World 
of Invention, Celebrating England, Wembley Stadium, 
Machin 40th Anniversary, Harry Potter, Royal Diamond 
Wedding, Christmas and Lest We Forget. 

Royal Mall 

 

 

Tallents House, 21 South Gyle 
Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 9PB 
Telephone orders: UK 08457 
641 641; overseas +44 131 316 
7483. Order online at: www. 
royalmail.com/shop  
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