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Official Illustrated Polish Airgrophs 
• by Frank B. Jancowski 

(ltcprlnted from STAMPS of 2/8/47) 
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Narvik airgraph #1 on author's list, 
and the Easter Greetings #18 in list 

The British Airgraph, the counte~­
part of the U. S. V-Ma il , is known to 
a la rg-e number of Am erican collec tors, 
PRpecia l!y to coll ectors of Air Ma il or 
Aerophilately. The procedure was th e 
imme with Airgraphs as it was with 
V-l\lai! here in the United States. 
1 hc-sc illustra ted V-l\1ail le tters will 
become collector's Items, in fact th ey 
aln·ady are so. 

The majority of the Polish Air­
gra phs arc du e to the forming of th e 
Po!lsh Second Army Corps in the l\Iid­
d.e East, during the latter part of 

1.14 2. The Airgra ph forms were d e ­
li\·~red to th e P olish Fi eld Post Of­
f ,ces from Cairo, and th ey bear t"i c 
English-Polish cen.sor mark in gs. Th es e 
iorms, at t ha t date, were plain, a nd 
y• ,u wi;i find s om e th at haYe pri\·a tely 
...i,plied illu s trations and messa ges. 

Th e Briti sh issu ed il lustra ted Greet ­
in g Airgraph s, and in 19•4 t he Pol•,s , 
1 hus inspi r ed, follo"·ed suit. Th e Alr ­
g mph s us ed b)• th e P olish Forres were 
officially illu s trated, anG lt is the5e 
which I wil l try t o des cri !:ie . They are 
readily recognized by their specifi c 
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rn ·, rk ings. The following list consists 
of th0 official forms and they may 
ha n-. in some cases, privately applie:l 
s ',dch es. 

# 1-'.l'he Narvik Anniversary Issue 
r::: .. ,lJ:J.ted in this artlciej . 

# 2-~lunte Cassino Commemoratlv•! 
!~sue, design: Union Jack and P ulish 
Fl:igs crossed, dated 18-V-1944. 

# 3-Polish Paratroop Brigade, de­
sign: Paratrooper landing. no d3 t~. 

#4-Polish 1st and 2nd Army Corps 
H. Q. insignia., con red by th ~ Army 
l:c•;::: ulation Eagle. 

# .5--\Varsaw Uprising Commemor. 
a ti ve Issue, des ign: worker holding a. 
rifle, da ted 19 39-1944. 

# G-Fifth Anniversary of the \Var, 
d es ign: Battle Scarred Polish FI-1g, 
with V-and 1939-19H in~cr ip tions. 

# 7-Polish Army and Kav,- insig nia 
on Polish Flag, with inscription, "We 
Fight On." 

#8-The same as #4, with Xma.s 
and ::--; t \\' Year Greetings, adcJed. 

# 9-Polish Air F orce insig nia a.nd 
'., a ments, with Xmas and N ew Yea r 

t ings. 
' '-PoJish Units H. Q. in Gnat 
•· , Insignia (Polish Eagle with 
sh Lion) ornaments and Xmas 
:,.- w Year Greetings. 
,-Polish Eagle and Globe, with 

.. -.. ~ and Kew Year Greetings. 
# 12-Same as #4, but with bi-lin­

;;ua l Xmas and Xew Year Gree t1'.l g-s . 
#13-Same as #9, but wittr bi-lin­

gual Xmas and New Year Greetin;;s. 
#14-Same a.s #10, but with bi-lin -­

gual Xmas and New Year Gree tings. 
#15-Same as #11, but with hi­

li ngu a l Xmas and New Year Gre~·-­
ings. 

# 16--Same a.5 # 4, but with bi -lin­
gu a l Easter Greetings. 

#17-Same as #9, but with bi-an­
;:ua l Ea.st er Greetings. 

#18-Sa me as #10, but with hi­
ling ual !:.'as ter Greetings (illustrated 
:n anic le), 

# 19-Same a.s # 11, but with bi­
ling·ua l Easter Greetings. 

Th e foregoing are all officia l illus­
u ·a ti u ns; all others are of privat e ori­
gin, and have various drawin gs an -1 
J)tr s unal m essages on them. All Aif­
g-raµhs w er e discontinu ed on the very 
,•ve of V-J Day. 

::\-fember Henry Choynacki s ent us 
a : a rd from Los A ngell, s, Calif. H e !s 
en j uyin;; an extended vacation out 
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t. SALUTE TO JACK KNIGHT A.M.S. 
P{Jlonus salutes the Jack Knight Air 

.ll·lail Society, Host to the American 
Air 1\I a il Society Co nvention and Ex -
hibition at the E 'dgewater Beach Ho­
t<·! , Chicago, Ill., on October 7, 8, and 
9 194 9. 

Th e J a ck Knight Socie ty, a popuhr 
stamp club in the Chicago area, par­
ticipa t es frequently in Polonus affairs . 
Th ey ha ve sent spea kers for our pro­
gram m ee tings. Poland Air Mail m a­
t e rial is seen many times in their an­
nual exhibits. 

Th e Convention and Exhibition was 
a huge suc cess-unparalleled in Amr.r­
ican philatelic history. The f.rames of 
th e exhib it were so numerous tha t 
th ey h a d to be hou sed in two room s. 
Th e firs t clay sale of the new U. S. 
15c air mail stamp was held at a spe ­
cial Convention posta l station right 
in the hotel. Practically aH the air 
tra nsportation compani es (as United 
Air LJn es, Boeing Aircraft, etc., par­
ticipa ted. These compa nies d ona ted 
trophi es, provided convention banqu e t 
gues-ts ,\·ith souvenir& flown from for­
eign cou n t ries, had booths set up at 
th e show with literature about their 
services. A specia l bronze medal W-!S 

struck by the United States Mint hon­
orin g the ·wright Brothers, upon whi ch 
has been superimposed gold, silver a.id 
bronze emblems of the America n Air 
~Ltil Society and the Jack Knight Air 
:'ll a il Society. These and many more 
accomplishments are credited to the 
J ac:k Knig ht Air l\1 a il Society for pr •J ­
<luc ing a highly successful show-..1. 
feat which will he difficult for another 
stamp club to surpass. 

APPLICATIONS PENDING 
Chest e r Kosiek 

3521 So. Wood St. 
Chicago, Illinois 

Robert J . \Varpinski 
439 So. 68th St. 

l\Iilwaukee, Wisc. 

REMINDER 
Are your Bulletins up to date? 
\\"hat do you need in Polpex seals ·~ 
Polpex 1949 souvenir m edallion car, 

still be obtained. 
Vi' rit e m e for information on all Pol­

pcx it ems and Bulletins. Prices on re­
qu es t . Adam Kloskowski, 2528 North 
Drake Ave., Chicago 47, Illinois. 

""e're gla d to learn that member 
Ste ve Rich has Improved ·considerably 
o,·er his recent !llness. 



Delivery Post in the Warsaw Ghetto 
by V. Rachmanov 

t>OR~CZENIE BEZPUTNB 
~ '.UflN. POCZT. DZIELS ?YD. 

R.J.w W 

DORE:C"ZENIE 1~ 
SHA ON f'(') OtT DlllLN ~:,O. 

In l\"oyember, 1940, by order of the 
goYernor-general of the German army 
occupying Polish territory, a well-de ­
fin e d Gh etto within the city of War­
saw was a ss igned to the Jewish pop­
ulati on and was entirely separated 
from th e rest of the city. 

From the m oment of establishing 
If.his district, the Jewish population 
could n ot r eceive its mail by r egular 
letter ca rriers from th e main Warsaw 
P ost Office Cl. T o handle this corres 
p ondence, a J)Ostal s tation " "arsaw N. 
,v. 41 was d esignated on the Jewish 
border t o r eceive from the main post 
office all m a il addressed to th e Jew ­
ish quarters. This mall was assigned 
to •the Jewi sh Council whi ch in turn 
arra nged for final delivery. 

The J e wish Council collected sp,ecial 
fees for th e delivery of mail to in­
h aLitants of the Ghetto, also for send­
ing m ail fr om this sector In accord• 
ance with the following tariff: 
1 . D om es tic letters -and post cards 

20 gr. 
2. Foreign letters and post cards 

30 gr. 
3. Registered Ma ll 30 gr. 
4. Special Delivery -50· gr. 
5. D omestic Packets ·and Misc. 20 gr. 
6. Foreign Packets and :Mis c. 30 gr. 
7. Repa,ck in g damaged parcels 20 gr. 
8 . Printed m a tter 10 gr. 

To th e end of Jun e, 1941, special 
postal handstamps were used on th e 
mail to den ote p ayments. On July 1,;t 
these ha nds tamps were withdrawn 
from u se and from that date to the 
end of the ex.istance of the Ghetto J)OS­
tal sta tion, h a ndstamps were not us~d 
t o denote p aymen t for J)Ostal services. 
The h an dstamps indicating payment , 

..'..j I'D 1. 

therefore, were used about 7 moniths 
and are found only rarely in philatel­
ic collecti ons because re cipients .Jt 
ma il pa id little attention to them . Fur ­
th e rmore, most correspon dence ad­
dressed to the Ghetto was des troyed 
when ,this section wa·s burn ed to the 
ground by the Germans. 

Besides the han ds ta.mps to de note 
the amount of paym ent on eac IJ. pie ce 
of m a il. th ere was also applied a r ec ­
tangular handstamp conta ining thoe 
date in the center; above this It h a cl 
th e letters R. Z. w ·w., Rada Zyd ow­
ska w \Yarszawie (J ewish Council in 
1'·arsaw), and unde r the date it had 
th e letters S. P. D . Z., Skladnica Poc­
ztowa D zielnicy Zydowski ej (Post a l 
Station for J ewish District.) This date 
cancella tion is found in three varie­
ties without a designa,ting Jetter, wJth 
the letter a a nd with the lett er b. 

In oth er cities tha t had SJ)ecial J ew­
ish sectors a nd local means to s en•e 
inha bitants of the district with pos tal 
s ervic e, various h anclstamps, usua lly 
in th e German Jan.guage, were used to 
mark the correspond ence where be­
sides th e word "JUDENRAT'' (Jew­
ish Coun cil) there ,vere added var­
ious d esignatio ns as posta bteilung, 
A bteilung P ost, Postaustauschs te,l e, 
,Postburo, etc. This practice was co;i­
trary t o th e rulings of tl1 e German a u­
thorities which specifically forbad e 
the use of the word "postage"' in th •sse 
ha nds tam ps. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Robert J . Dybas 

12- 5 P eo ple D rive East 
R ensBelaer P oly te:hn k Inst. 

Troy , N. Y. 
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NEW ISSUES 
by Jack Domar 

r notiud an ad In the ·western 
.Stn.mp Collector offering the Roose­
velt Souvenir sheet for $2.85. Thts !s 
the lo"·est price I have seen adver­
tised, although J. Bieniecki has tried 
to suppl~• them to his customers at 
cost In protest of the abnormal price~ 
being asked. 

This should be a good lesson to 
m a ny that It doesn't always pay to be 
,the first with the late.st regardless of 
price. In addition this attitude. also 
makes It more difficult for the mod­
erate collector to compete with the 
"I gotta have It" boy.s-

I suppose many of you do know 
that Poland Scotts #J94 is found with 
an error in the overprint. The num­
eral "5" of the value "25 gr." Is broken 
and appears as a "23 gr." It would be 
interesting to know If any of our mem­
bers discovered one among their dup­
licates. 

Of course the "Konapski" error is 
rath er common but it still can be 
found In dealers' stocks. 

Inverts too are found on Scott's 
# 284 , # 286, and # Cl 2. These are all 
very rare. 

TIO BITS 
The cachet that appeared· on th e en­

v elope of last month 's BULLETIN 
was the Idea and work of SecrE: tary 
John Wendt. He malled the ,BULLE­
TINS from the town of Gold Gulch 
at the Chicago Railroad Fair. 

• • • 
A Donation Auction wlll be h €ld 

the second meeting In October. Ro­
man R einowski announces he received 
exce llent material for this auction. 

• • • 
Did you know tha:t _a block of six 

of Poland No. 1 Is In the possession .Jf 
Dr. L. P. Kozakiewicz? This Is the 
only kno...,n copy of its klnd. 

• • • 
At th e recent 1500th Meeting o! t'le 

Chi 2ago Philatelic Society held at th e 
Sherman Hote l, Chicago, Polo.,us 
members turned up In a large num­
ber. \Ye were one of the largest groups 
ln r e pres en ta tion . There were Roman 
Rein ows ki. Bert Powell, Jack Domu, 
Ben Reeves, Adam Kloskowsk l, l\ly­
ron Steczynski, John \\"end t, Barney 
Fialkowski, Mr. & :Mrs. A l Rybarsk.i, 
M. Kot, and others. 

• • • 
Larry C. Zieler has accepted the 
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PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 

Chester ·w. Makowski , Chmn . 
2215 \V. Cortez St. 
Chi cago 22, Ill. 
Ch 1:ster A. Schafer, Editor 
2144 \\'. Potomac Ave. 
Chicago 22, Ill. 

Associate Editors this issue 

Jack Domar I 
-.......................... . 
appointment as the POLPEX Director 
for l 950. 

• • • 
J\l a ny of our Chicago memlJers d on 't 

know It but th ey have access to a 
wonderful library that has much lit­
erature on Polish Phila tely. This li­
brary is the P. R. C. U. Llbra.ry lc,­
cated at Milwaukee Ave. and Augus!a 
Rh·d. There can be found pre- \Vorld 
War II publications printed In Pola'ld 
as well as American pulJlica.tlons on 
! 'nli s h Philately. 

MEMBERS MART 
POLA"D, mint, used and on .~over, 
n ew iss ues. FDC, Germany, Aus tria . 
etc. E\'erythlng on app1·oval to me:n­
bers of POLOKUS. Conditions anil 
prices guaranteed to sa tisfy, 
WA!\'TED, offers from members In 
Poland. 

Josep h Blenieckl, 2509 East 23rd St.. 
Granite City, llllno!s, U. S. A. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
I should like to ad\·ise a ll of my 

frl ends and customers tha t I ha\'e 
cl osed my Stamp Store In Llppstadt, 
\Vestpha lia, Germany, and am now 
again engaged In buying and s elling 
postage stamps. 

I specialize In the Stamps of I'·>­
land. Germany and other EuropJcn 
Countries. 

RICHARD ESTKA, 7149 So. Sacra­
mento Ave., Chicago 29, Illinois. 

FOR SALE 
SKALAT 1919 issue, comple te set 

OJ\' COVER (except 50 ha l. of v,hich 
only 2 were issued) In cluding th~ 
scarce 2 kor. of which only 6 were 
issu ed. 

Pri ce on Request. 
RICHARD ESTKA 

7149 So. Sacramento Ave. 
Chicago %9, lllinoi.s 
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