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Colombia Specialized 

·· in 52 Albums 

THE handsome, highly specialized collection of Colombia formed by 
Eric Leupin of Cali and housed in 52 albums will be auctioned, starting 
late this month. It contains: 

Early issues. A wonderful showing of high-value 19th century items 
of exceptional freshness. 

Many attractive 19th century covers. 

Blocks, strips and sheets. 

Innumerable varieties. Also proofs. 

Strong 20th century. Barranquilla National Olympics of 1935 un­
hinged, used, in blocks of 4, some values in part sheets. Most 
of 20th century items are in sheets and half sheets. Games 
set of 1937 in sheets. 

Antioquia and Bolivar fill 8 albums. Perf. and imperf. varieties. 
Plate flaws, errors. The minute Bolivars on cover and in pairs. 

Airmails. Strong showings of the Compania Colombiana de Nave­
gacion Aerea, the Scadtas, the Consular handstamps. Gov­
ernment issues in blocks, part sheets, sheets. CI and CI a on 
first flight covers. Errors, watermark and perforation varieties. 

Catalogs will he sent on request. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
589 Fifth Ave., (E. 48th St. entrance), New York, N. Y. 10017 

Phone:" 212 MU 8-5252 

lnternationai .Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 

The Collectors Club Philatelist is published bi-monthly (Jan., Mar., May, July, Sept., Nov.) by the Collec­
tors Club, Inc., 22 East 35 Street, New York, N. Y. 10016. Annual Subscription Rates : - $10.00; $7.50 for non­
profit institutions. Free to all members. Individual copies - $2.00 ea. 

@ The Collectors Club, Inc., 1966 
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Recognized Serious Buyers 

WEILL of Ne~ Orleans 

Roger G. Weill Raymond H. Weill 

RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 
407 Royal St. New Orleans, La . 70130 
Telephone 522-7373 Area Code 504 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 
as well as 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broken up for our next international auction sale 

for which we are going to prepare again our famous 27,000 

catalogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA ZURICH 
(Bahnhofstrasse 102) 

Switzerland 
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LAST CHANCE! 
BEFORE JUNE I st 

BECOME A CHARTER SUBSCRIBER TO 

THE MINKUS 

STAMP JOURNAL 
The SPRING ED ITION of this quarterly publication is enlarged - 76 pages - and 

includes even more special features: • International Stamp Shows, by George T. 

Turner, President of SI PEX. A Fascinating 7-page article tracing the history of inter­

national exhibitions from 1876 to 1966. The most comprehensive story of its ki nd to 

appear! • Viet Nam on Stamps • Telephones on Stamps • Frank Lloyd Wright • 

The Story of the Duck Stamp • World Wide New Issue News • Topical Listings 

• Stamp Programs of U.S., U. N., Canada • Philatelic Quiz • and the latest adven-

tures of PERF The Philatelic Poodle. 

CHARTER SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

year (4 issues) $I 2 years (8 issues) $2 

AFTER JUNE I 

year (4 issues) $2 3 years ( 12 issues) $5 

MINKUS STAMP JOURNAL 
116 West 32 Street New York , I 000 I 
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POSTAGE ST AMP AUCTIONS 

HAMBURG DUSSELDORF 

(Germany) 

Rarities and special collections will be handled in the most effective 
manner through our auctions, which are known throughout the world. 

Our auction catalogues (circulation of I 0,000 copies per auction) are 
forwarded to the most important philatelists in all countries. 

Deliveries are accepted at any time. 

Auction commission 15 % . 

A reserve price is fixed by mutual agreement. No difficulties with re­
gard to import or foreign exchange. Free payment to all countries in 
every requested currency. 

First class U. S. 
References and 
Bank References 

Germany 
Reference : Commerz­
bank A. G ., Hamburg I 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & co. 
Speersort 6, 

HAMBURG I / Germany 

Cables : EDMORO 

A L eading Poslage Stamp Auction House on the European Continent 
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IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL 
You should know what people have to say 

about H. E. HARRIS & CO. 

A retired dealer- collector from Miami, Florida says: 

. . . 

"No dealer could have given me more, nor paid me so promptly." 

Mr· R. E. Harris 
R E Harris & co. 

" to•n MaSS• 02111' 
BOS 1 

Frederick A. Newman 

near Mr. Harris' 
een 1.iquidating my 

As you knOW1 I have bthe ,..,.,.t several. years, 
1.dings over ......-- nt of 

phi1.ate1.ic hot to acknowl.edge yauripe.~portion 
d I now wan ias t and f na 

an$26 930.00 covering _the d accumul.ation of stamps. 
' iarge co1.1.ect1on an 

of my re 
t I have been mo 

I want yau to knOW ~~saction I have ever 
than pl.eased vith eve~een a col.1.ector for more 
"-" vith you. Ravingd ier for part of that 
'"""' and a ea ·ng when 
than 50 years' . have special. mean1 

rhaP6 it nay i ven me more 
time' rhat NO deal.er coul.d have !ve al.ways done. 
I say id me so promptl.y as you 
nor pa. t"-~ to t say more ,.,.... 

In appreciation, I c~o my heart· Shoul.d 
ha.Dk you frOlll the bOttom as a reference, 

t h to use my name 
yau ever vis to do so. 
pl.ease feel. rree 

FOR YOUR OWN PROTECTION 
To replenish our extensive retail stocks we are constantly buying 
- at generous prices - collections and accumulations made by 
stamp collectors provided they are worth $100 or more . . . . Our 
free appraisals, good prices, and prompt payments - with no 
haggling or delays - have made us innumerable friends among 
collectors with stamps to sell .. .. Send only 25c for this booklet 
of valuable information, "If You Have Stamps to Sell," and read 
it for your own protection before disposing of your coJlection. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. BOSTON, MASS. 02117 
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RICHARD WOLFFERS 
POSTAGE STAMP SHOP 

MODERN MINT SETS 

COVERS CLASSICS 

SPAIN 
GREECE 

BELGIUM 
GERMANY 

SWITZERLAND 
LU XEMBOURG 

BRITISH EMPIRE 

JAPAN 

CLASSIC EUROPE 

ITALY 
FRANCE 
CANADA 

RYUKYUS 
VATICAN CITY 

LIECHTENSTEIN 
UNITED STATES 

FREE ILLUSTRATED PRICELIST S 

SIPEX BOOTH 23 

TWO ST ORES TO SERVE YOU: 

CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA, CALIFORNIA 

127-133 KEARNY STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108 
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SPECIALIST AUCTIONS 
in LONDON 

JUNE 9th - Specialized 

ITALIAN ST ATES, POLAND & RUSSIA 

with many rare pieces, Poland No. 1 in profusion! 

De-luxe catalogue $1.50 (Airmail) 

JUNE 10th - RARITIES OF THE WORLD 

The Sale of the Season! Many world-famous 

rarities on offer, including Northern Nigeria £25 ! 

De-luxe catalogue (color plates) $1.50 (Airmail) 

Selected lots from these Sales will be on view 

at SIPEX, Washington 

HARMER ROOKE & CO. LTD. 
2 Arundel Street, Strand 

LONDON, W .C. 2, ENGLAND 
M em ber of the Stan ley G ib bon s Grou p 
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• 

ST. CHRISTOPHER 
1888. ld. on 21/ 2d . ultramarine. Perf . 14. 
Surcharge inverted. S . G. 28a (Scott 22a) . 
A fine used copy with side margin . R. P. S . 
Cert. (Illustrated) $840 
ld. Antigua used provisionally a t St. Chris-
topher. On part cover, clear strike $42 

ST.HELENA 
1863. Id. on 6d. lake. Imperf. Bar of sur­
charge 16-17mm long. S. G . 3 (Scott 8} . 
A fine mint block of four with good mar-
gins but close at top left . . . $126 
1864-7. 4d. on 6d. carmine. Perf. 121/ 2 . 

Thin bar of surcharge 17mm long. S . G. 9 
(Scott 15) . A mint block of six in good 
condition $255 
1/- on 6d. deep yellow green. Perf. 121/ 2 • 

Thin bar of surcharge 17mm long. S . G . 10 
(Scott 17} . A mint block of six in good 
condition $210 
1868. 3d. on 6d. purple. Thick bar of sur­
charge 14-141/ 2mm long. Variety imperf. 
S. G . 18i (Scott 20b}. Mint. (Illustrated ) $170 

ST. VINCENT 
ld. rose-red. Rough perf. 14-16. S . G . 3 
(Scott 2). A fine used pair with only one 
obliteration strike $56 
6d. deep green. Rough perf. 14-16. S . G . 4 
(Scott 3). A fine mint block of four with 
fresh colour $140 
1880. 5/ - rose red. Wmk. Small Star. Perf. 
11-1 21/ 2• S . G. 28 (Scott 29}. A superb 
mint copy. (Illustrated ) $335 
1881. 4d. on 1/ - vermilion. Perf. about 15 . 
S. G . 35 (Scott 33). Used on piece, with 
B. P . A Cert. $365 

ALL OFFERED SUBJECT UNSOLD 

MEET US PERSONALLY AT SIPEX 
WE ARE AT BOOTH 6 

ST AN LEY GIBBONS LTD. 
391 STRAND, 

LONDON, w.c.2. ENGLAND 
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Editorials 

SIPEX 
Just about the time most readers receive in the mails this number of the 

COLLEC'l'ORS CLUB PHILATELIST, the Sixth International Philatelic E xhibition 
(SIPEX) will be in progress in the nation 's capital. It will run for ten days 
from Ma~· 21st to Ma.'· 30th in ·w ashington 's Shoreham Hotel. 

All the five previous international philatelic exhibitions had been staged 
in New York Cit~·, America's philatelic capital and headquarters. H olding an 
international exhibition for the first time outside of New York City is "a noble 
experiment." Until it ends, no one can forecast its success. 

By success some mean public, not philatelic interest. Many of us have 
visited international stamp shows that were thoroughly enjoyed by both amateur 
and professional philatelists. Practi cally eYerything was topnotch, except that 
the public stayed away. 

The old Grand Central Palace and the new Coliseum showed how thousands 
upon thousands of people daily flocked to a great philatelic exhibition in New 
York City. At the 1956 F IPEX, philately outdrew by a wide margin the atten­
dance at an automobile and photography show held at the same time during 
th e openin g of New York 's Coliseum. 

What is going to happen in a Washington, D .C. hotel~ All we can do is, 
wait and sec, and hope for the best. For our own personal taste, we are with 
those philatelists, who just as soon not see the public buying nickle stamps from 
the post office, with pushing and shoving. 

Certainly, once eYery ten years, philatelists should be able to enjoy a 
dignified, pleasant philatelic exhibition, in the true meaning of these latter 
two words. 

Not Philately, But Gumately 

The latest craze, which started in Europe after World W ar II, is for stamps 
never hinged. Many stamp collectors and collections had disappeared as a 
consequence of the ·war. As Europe's economy prospered, a new generation 
began collecting stamps, buying new issues. Of course, their condition was 
mint o. g. 

As the pre-war stamps \\·ere sought, obviously the same condition demands 
had to be met. With the growing number of new collectors, one saw an in­
creasing desire to collect only mint copies never hinged. Within a few years, 
this new philatelic wrinkle spread all OYer the world. 

Today, stamp dealers offer to buy or sell stamps with their prices depending 
solely upon the condition of the gum. Top prices are commanded by never 
hinged copies; those with slight hinge marks are discounted, while a hinge 
remnant or mark considerably reduces the value. 

Visit, as we have, a typical stamp store in France or Italy. r obody pays 
attention to anything but the gum on the back. If one wants to sell, offering 
a collection that has been hinged, he hears, as the album is returned, the follow­
ing quick, laconic reply, "Sorry, but I'm not interested at any price." 

One cannot ay, howcYer, that this never hinged craze is universal. One 
important group, not only is resisting it, but also is depreciating the trend as 
illogical and ridiculous. The experienced, advanced philatelist is not a "never 
hinged'' devotee; he has not been as yet converted. 
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The lines are drawn. The new issue collector and the speculator are the 
ones collecting "never hingc<l" copies. Possibly, there are ten or more of these 
to every seasoned philatelist. 

The philatelist can rave and rant; he constantly can ridicule the ''never 
hinged" collector. Nothing, however, will change. The widespread demand 
for "never hinged " copies will continue. As one so aptly put it: "They now 
arc collecting gum, not stamps.'' 

The consequences of this new trend have not been reported in the philatelic 
press, as they should be. Collecting only unhinged stamps created a new mount­
ing problem. (The speculator i not concerned, bccau e he does not mount his 
stamps in an album, but puts them unhinged in a stockbook.) 

The stamp hinge for many stamp collectors is passe ! In its place, a pro­
tective mount usually with an acetate facing is used. These mounts come in 
all shapes, sizes and grades of quality. Some already have caused damage; 
others are warranted as being fully preservative. 

It is our contention that the sole true test of these protective covers is one 
of time. Place a stamp in a mount for 50 years or more, then examine its 
condition. 

What causes us to doubt the assured preservative qualities of a covering 
is a recent experience with a copy of the very valuable United States 1918 air 
mail inverted center. The last time this specific copy had been examined was 
ahout 30 years ago. A few years after that, it changed hands. 

The new owner showed us this copy last September. If memory has not 
betrayed us, this copy is remembered as a Yery fine one. It had no defects; 
its appearance was clean and brilliant. The gum on the back was full, as nice 
as it was on May 14, 1918. 

When this copy was purchased in 1938, thr nrw owner put it in a pro­
tective mount; he has kept it there since then. The 1965 examination disclosed 
that the gum has changed. It is now very crackly, almost like a conglomeration 
of tiny ice chips. The face also has altered. (Tnflrr magnification, 1>ome slight 
paper fibre disturbance was seen. 

Perhaps one with chemical expertise could explain this deterioration in 
condition; we cannot. Since the owner maintains that he kept this copy for 
28 years in a protective mount, it seems logical to attribute the change in 
con di ti on to this reason. vV e cannot, however, be sure about this. 

This experience does raise some doubt about the preservative qualities of a 
mount. This copy had been carefully hinged in an album from the day it was 
bought in 1918 until it was sold in 1938. This shows that over a period of 20 
years, the hinged stamp remained in the same fine condition. 

After this copy was placed in a protective covering, its condition worsened. 
vVe have no idea how often the new owner may have taken this copy out of the 
protective covering. He told us that he had removed it only once for a few 
hours about ten years ago. There is no reason to doubt this. 

All of us want to preserve our stamps and keep them free from damage. 
If a majority insist upon never hinged copies, stamp collecting has not yet 
found the proper way of mounting a stamp in an album. Many have done 
away with stamp hinges. But no enthusiastic collector or experienced philate­
list wants to get rid of a stamp album, and use stockbook pages. 

This, therefore, is the paradoxical aspect to this problem. The majority 
of today's stamp collectors and dealers go for the newer issues; they want these 
all, never hinged. The philatelists, who arc in the minority, continue with 
stamp hinges. The latter, however, consists of those who own most all of the 
rare and valuable stamps. Obviously, their greatest concern is with a stamp 's 
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condition and preservation. 
The philatelist not only refuses to use protective covermgs, but he is the 

one " ·ho ridicules the "nenr hinged,. trend . The gum coll ectors, whose stamps 
are the ones that can be most easily and reasonably replaced, is devoted to 
'' n.h'' almost as if it were a religion. Yes, we confess that we do not know the 
answer. It would be wonderful, if we did. 

Obituaries 
Henry R. Harmer 

This journa l, by long standing tradition, devoLes practically no space to 
1 he cornmercia 1 side of philately. 'l'he death last March in England of Henry 
R. H armer marked the end of the career of one, who had exerted great influence 
upon phil::itcl ~- in the commercial field. 'l'hereforc, an rxecption is bring maclr. 

Close to 97 years of age, Mr. Harmer did much to mold philately in its 
presrnt form. rt is said that collectors do not own stamps; they are loaned to 
us during our lifetime, to be passed on to others, either after we have departed 
this world, or quit collecting. 

T n the last few decades, the purchase and sale of philatelic material has 
Yastly changed. 1\ lost all of thr great, near-great, and even the average stamp 
collections now arc sold at the public auction sale. Also, a large percentage of 
om· purchases are made in auction sales. 

Mr. I-I. R. Harmer \ \'<:1S one of the leading professio na ls, who made public 
auctions so important in philately. Today, the stamp market is an orderly one. 
Disposing of a good stamp collection is no longer a serious problem. I n many 
respects, Mr. Harmer was responsible for this. It is not an exaggeration to 
state that he ranked among the top stamp merchants of all time. He was a 
brilliant and a shrewd businessman. 
He joined the Collectors Club in 1924 as member No. 300. 'i'he firm of H. R. 
Harmer is now world-wide, an<l the business is being carried on by his sons 
and grandsons. 

George W . Linn 

Another very wcll-lmowu w1111e in philately, and also onr well along in 
years, died on March 27, 1966 i11 Eustis, Florida. George W. Linn was 82 
years old. Due to advancing age and illness, he h::id not heen actiw for thP. 
past few years. 

"Linn's Weekly Stamp News" was begun by Mr. Linn 36 ~-ears ago. Its 
first years were faced with man~- tribulations. After World vVar II, however, 
its cir culation hegan to grow, snrpassing that of all the other popular stamp 
newspapers. It has held its position as the stamp newspaper with the largest 
circulation and the greatest Yolume of advertising. Last year, Mr. Linn dis­
posed of his controlling interest in the newspaper he had started. 

One of the featurrs that drew so many readers were the editorials, written 
by Mr. Linn himself. Every week he produced an editorial column, not always 
written in top literary style, but full of fire and interest. One still can see 
him staring, because his picture was there every week. He relished lashing 
out at anyone and anything. Often he hit the mark, airing matters on which 
all the other editors r emained silent. Sometime , he missed, as for example, 
with the Hawaiian 1\Ii sionarie . o doubt about it; through his weekly paper 
and his weekly editorials, he did a lot to fostrr the growing popular interest in 
stamp collecting. 

During the 1913-15 Revolution in Mexico, some special stamps were pressed 
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into use. 'l'hese are the Sonora issues. In 1916, Mr. Linn published a beautiful 
hook called "Mexico. 'rlw ·whit<' and U 1·epn Seal Issues of Ronora .. " It is a 
most comprehensive study. l\fr. l1inn over the years rightly was very proud 
of' this work. He was in the position to know these stamps, because he was 
very close to their printings. 1 n 1917, he followed this with a smaller booklet, 
"War Stamps of Mexico .. " Th Ps<' al'e not easy issnes for most coll ectors and 
dealers, so that Mr. Linn 's hooks ar·p very useful. They will survive him for 
many, many years as evidence of his contributions to philatelic knowledge. · 

He first joined the Collectors Club in 1921 , dropped out for a few years 
and then resumed his membership. After that, often when he visited New 
York City, first from Ohio and then from Florida, he would drop into 22 East 
35th Street for a long chat \\"ith the editor of the COLLP.C'l'ORS CLUB PHJLA'l'ELIST, 

discussing the assets and liabilitips of philately in America. His visits ceased 
1 wo years ago. They are missed. Now, it is not pleasant to think that George 
\V. l ,inn will come here no more. ( H. M. G.) 
Letters To The Editor 

Honduras 

The author of the series of articles on "Honduras, Its Postal History and 
First Issue of Postage Stamps," Jllr. Irving 1. Green, received two letters from 
l\ Lr. Norn1an Scholes, now retired and living in Nassau, B. \V. I. Formerly, he 
" ·as the owner of thr Dean Transpoetation Co. of Honduras. His partner was 
the late President of Honduras, Julio Lozano Diaz, shown on the 1956 air mail 
starnp (Scott Type AP69). Mr. Scholes ·wrote Mr. nrePn twice and hc1·c are 
Pxcerpts from his two letters: 

'' I really find your Honduras articles Yery, very interesting indeed; 
they get better as the history of ' The Correos' unfolds. Although you would 
hardly believe it, I knew some of these characters mentioned. Of course, they 
were then old men when I arrived in Honduras in 1913. But as I read your 
articles and refresh my memory, they come to life! 

"Crescencio Gomez, Francisco Cruz, Luis Bogran, Carlos Gutierrez, Pon­
ciano J,eiva, Miguel Bustillos and others; their sons and grandsons are still 
around.'' 

''As I read and reread your fin e articles, I think of the opportunities I 
missed. As you probably know, I was the main haulage contractor for the 
Honduras mails for over forty years. I had personal contact daily with the 
head postmasters. But then I only 'accumulated' stamps. What a pity! 

"My heartiest congratulations on your award for the 1965 annual COLLEC­

TORS CLUB PHILATELIST medal for your great Honduras articles. There is not 
the slightest doubt, you fully deserve it.'' 

Norman Scholes, Nassau, Bahamas 
In case of change of address, please notify Secretary, The Collectors 
Club, 22 East 35 Street, New York, N. Y. 10016. 
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Ecuador 
The First Issue's 

Paper Embossings and One Watermark 

By Leo John Ha rris 

Introduction 

From time to time, when it is observed that the fir t issue of Ecuador is 
printed on a wi<lc variety of papers, it is also noted that a few of these im­
perforatc stamps arc found " ·ith embossed or other marks. ·whil e three such 
marks are presently known, not one stamp catalogue, general or specialized, 
makes mention of this fact. Even the leading domestic and :foreign aurtion 
housrs have not r ecognizrcl. their existence, sinre in most aurtion rntalognrs, t lw.' · 
adequately describe al l other signifirnnt <lrt;1ils of thrsr stamps lmt not thesr 
marks.1 

Beforr proeer<ling further, it would hr usrful to men1 ion thr pnrposr of 
this artiele. Of prinripal interest to the author is deseribing thr marks them­
srlvrs, n1tlw1· than to speeulatr whcthrr the)' wr 1·r an id rnti.fieat ion of thr 
mannfaetnrr1·, of tlw sa les agent, or of thr postal ::rnthoritirs tl1e111se l \'CS. It is 
snffi eirnt to note that the first two of these marks, bring eommercial in nature, 
\\'ere not placPd on the paper at, the 01·der of the postal authoritiPs. 'I'h r 

Fig. I. (All photos by Boutrelle). 

~-[-] 
I I ·-----------

Fig . 2. Actual size. 

1. The author obtained Lot 766 from the Nove111be r 16·17, 1959 sale of Robert A. Siegel, 
in " ·hich a stamp carrying the embossed coat of arms mark was described a· follows: '' Ecua­
dor, 1865, Y, r ultramarine (2) . U .L. corn er sheet margin copy showing light cane., V. F. ap­
pearance." The author obtained Lot 238 from the January 13-15, 1965 sale of Harmer, 
Rooke & Co. Inc., in which another copy of the embossed coat of arms mark was merely de­
scribed as '' 4r Red block of four, L.L. stamp cut in bottom, others fine ma1·gins, U.L. stamp 
defective & some thinning on other stamps but an extremely rare block, pen cancelled. '' 
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third mark possesses at least a quasi-official character. T>vo of the marks are 
embossed or raised, the third is a watermark. 

The first of the two commercial marks, the so-called "Bath and Crown" 
mark (Fig. 1), so named because of the appearance of a crown below the trade 
name " Bath," was first chronicled for English-speaking collectors by Joe 
Hache. 2 The second, a three letter portion of the so-called "Rolland Freres" 
mark (Fig. 2) was recentiy noted in a 1961 checklist,3 although this reference 
was undoubtedly based upon a short d iscussion of the same mark in an earlier 
article.4 This, in turn, referred as its source to an unspecified. number of the 
"Philatelic Journal of Great Britain. " 5 The third mark, that of the coat of 
arms of E cuador (Figs. 3 and 4) has been previously considered by Joe 
Hache,6•7 also by Dr. John Funkhouser,8 and by Dr. H erbert Munk in the 
'' Kohl Handbuch. ''9 

Fig. 3. 

No joint consideration of these three marks has Leen given in any American 
publication, and it will be the purpose of this article to <l.o so. 

By way of final . introduction, it should be recalled that the first issue of 
Ecuador (Scott No . 1-8) \\·as engraved as well as printed in Ecuador, the 
process beginning sometime in October, 1864, \\"hen the engraving contract was 
let; it ended early in the 1870 's, when the last sheet \ms printed. The engraver 
wvs Doiia Emilia Rivadeneira de H eguy; the printer was her brother Manuei 

2. "Ecuador - First Issue. A Iiemarkable Discovery." The Philatelic Journal of Great 
Britain, July-September, 1947, p. 61. (This apparently is a later translation of the same 
article which originally appeared in the French publication Le Philateliste Belge.) 

3. John Freehafer, "Papermakers Watermarks,'' The Congress Boole of the .American 
Philatelic Congress, 1961, p. 25. 

4. R. VI. T. Lee-Jones, "Papermakers Watermarks,'' The London Philatelist, May 1951, 
p. 72, 76. 

5. Undoubtedly the reference was to the Joe Hache article, ''Ecuador - First Issue. A 
Remarkable Discovery.'' Ibid. 

6. Joe Hache, Ibid. 
7. Joe Hache, '' Equateur : Premiere Emission, Planche et Essai de Classemen t des Medio 

et Un Real." Balasse Magazine, Nos. 63-69, 71, December, 1949, et. seq. 
8. John W. Funkhouser, ''Studies on the First Issue of Ecuadorean Postage Stamps,'' 

Pan American Philatelist, March 1951, p. 5. See also Dr. Funkhouser 's ''A Critique of Two 
Articles by Roberto Levi-Castillo, The First and Second Issues of Ecuador," The .American 
Philatelist, August 1963, p. 805, 807. 

9. Dr. H. Munk, "Ecuador,'' Kohl Briefmarken Handbuch, Ed. 11, lief 11, p. 15. 
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Fig. 4. 

Rivaden eira.10 An undetermined number of printings of the first issue occurred, 
attested to by the varieties in color, paper, and states o[ thr plates. 

The Medio Real, blue (Scott Nos. 2 and 7) appears in sheets of 84 (7x12) 
and the Un Real, yellow or green (Scott Nos. 3-5) appeal'S in sheets of 90 
(10x9). Both sheets sizes are o[ virtually rqnal dimension , namely 81/,i, by 
10112 inches. 

The Cuatro Reales, red (Scott No. 6) apprars in shrcts of 10-1: (8x13). 
It is estimated that this. latter sheet's size approximntcs 81,1,i, hy 11 inches. 
These respective sheet sizes arc important, because they hear upon the fact why 
at least the commercial marks have been found on the stamps of the first issue! 

A plausible explanation is that in preparing the respective plates, :Manuel 
Rivadeneira either by design or chance confined the plate dimension to the 
size of paper generally available in the northern part of South America, which 
happened to approximate at least in width and size of notepaper. To achieve 
these dimensions, the Medio Real and the Un Real in their respective sizes 
contained only 84 or 90 cliches ; the horizontal rows of the Cuatro Reales sheet 
were crowded. The printing, therefore, could begin and continue without being 
dependent upon a single paper source, and also without expensive paper trim­
ming. From this explanation, it can be further conjectured that from the 
middle to the end of the respective printings, presumably because of a paper 
shortage brought about by the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-1871, the printer 
eventually had to use other paper available to him in Quito, such as notepaper, 
which fit the shapes dictated by his plate . In this manner we are able to 
account for the appearance on later printings of the two commercial marks, 
that of the "Bath and Crown" and the "Rolland Freres." 

The explanation for the presence of the embossed coat of arms mark is 
perhaps more involved. It was stated by one writer that, as a matter of course, 
much if not all of the paper used in the early printings of the first issue was so 
embossed.11 This embossing could have been placed on the paper as a revenue 

10. Leo J. Harris, "Dofia Emilia Rivadeneira de Heguy, Engraver of Ecuador,'' The Con­
gress Boole of the American Philatelic Congress, 1964, p. 15. 

11. John W . Funkhouser, "A Critique of Two Articles by Rober to Levi-Castillo, the First 
and Second Issues of Ecuador,'' Ibid. , p. 807. 
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Fig. 5. 

producing control on the sale of the paper itsl'i I', a prnctice not at all uHcommon 
in Latin America at the time. 

That the embossing had been plaecd 011 the sheets afte l' they \\'C l'e printell 
has also been suggested by the same \\'l'iter. No matter whieh view is accepted, 
the embossings do exist, and will be explored further. 

The Coat of Arms Embossing 

Quite a number of sheets of the first issue must haYc been printed on papcl' 
embossed with the coat of arms of Ecuador. This embossin g is enclosed by t\\·o 
concentric ellipses which contain the legend '' Republi ca dcl E cuador. '' The 
design measures approximatcl.'· 22 h.'· 29 milimctrrs ( i''ig. 3 and 4). That 
1iaper embossrd with this mark \\·as thrn in usr in Eenado1· is confirmed b,v t he 
existence of a starnpless co \·er, rn ailcll October 23, 18(i.) from C:uayaquil to Paris, 
1Yhieh is rn;1dt' of a folded sheet of notepape1· \1·ith this sa111e t' mbossi11g. 1:1 

To avoid any confusion, it should be noted that Dr. H erbert Munk has 
also described the existence of an embossed coat of anns on quadrille paper, 
used in a later reprinting of the Un Real. 'l'his \\·as described by him as being 
approximately 19 milimeters in diametc1·, \1·ith the legend " Rcpublica del 
Ecuador '' below.14 

It probably is true the embossing of some if not all ol: the coat of arrn.s 
sheets was done deliberately after the sheets had been printed. This possibility 
was alluded to above. Thus, if the cmbossings were placed 011 the paper before 
printing, they would not have been as clear as thc.r ar c - cith c1· if the paper 
was printed wet, or due to pressure from the printing plate. It i · conceivable 
that the embossing could also have served as a sort of check by the postal 
authorities upon the accounting of stamp sales, or to distinguish between the 
various printings themselves. 

'l'he embossed coat of arms, if applied before printing, would be in two 
states, either forward or backward, and in the upper left and right, or the lower 
left and right corners of each shrct, drpc11ding upon the way the paper was fed 
into the printing press. Owing to the rrspccti1·e layouts oE the sheets, the 
embossing covering two stamps is horizontci l on the Mcdio Real and vertical on 
the Un Real (Fig. 4 ). On the Cuatrn Realcs red stamps, the embossing likewise 
is horizontal. Fig. 3 shows a block of four from the upper righthand corn er oE 
the Cuatro Real es sh eel , with th<' t'lll bossell i llllt•ntations raised. 

12. John W. Funkhouser, letter to t be a uthor, dated April 22, 1965. 
13. John W. Funkhouser, "Studies on the :First Issue of Ecuadorean Postage Stamps," 

Ibid. , p. 11. 
14. Dr. Herbert Munk, Ibid., p. 339. 
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It would not be surprising, also, if embossed coat of arms of other dimensions 
were not found on the first issue stamps. Fig. 5 shows a 20 by 24 milimetcr 
embossed coat of arms \Yhi ch was found on a December 5, 1871 lettershcet in 
the author's collection. This originally was contained in a cover from the 
so-called ''Chavez find '' correspondence.15 The paper of this lettershcct 
measures 814 by 10% inches as well, precisely the sheet size used for the Media 
and Un Real sheets. 

The author ha examples of the coat of arms embossing first noted abo\·e 
on two copies of the i\Ieclio l{eal (Scott No. 2), on the Un Real, buff (Scott No. 
3), and on a block of four of the Cuatro Reales (Scott No. 6). Dr. Funkhouser 
notes he has three specimens with the embossing on the Mcdio Real, including 
one from a very late printing. H e likewise has two copies of the Un Real, one 
a bistre (Scott No. 4a), unused, and a pair of sl ightly oliYe-yellow (likewise, 
Scott No. 4a), cancelled Quito, August 7, 1870. 

Th e Dolf Norona collection of Ecuador also included snenil examples of 
this embossing. The January 25 , 1945 sale catalogue of this eoll ect ion 1;,a 

lists a block of four of the Un Real, yclJo,\·, on quadrill e paper (Scott No. 1 ) . 
a Medio Real, gTey blue (Scott No. 2a ), a Media Rea l ultram a l'in e (Scott No. 2 ), 
an Un Real, buff pair on a folded letter , to t iima , P ern (Scott No. 3) , and a 
pair of the Un Real, green on a letter to Lima, cance ll ed r.ua~·a quil , .fun e Hi, 
1866 (Scott No. 5). 

The "Bath and Crown" Mark 

The " Bath and Crown" is an embossed mark in the form of a 13 by 15 
milimeter rectangle, with the fom· corners blunted. (Fig. 1) . As the name 
implies, a crown, with the legend " Ba.th " is featured. ,Joe H ache chroni cles 
this mark on the Medio Real, blue stamp with upper paper surface blued, from 
the bottom left corner of the shect.10 If it is assumed that the mark is always 
located in the upper left corner of the notepaper, then it could possibly be 
found in the forward state on the upper right and bottom left of the stamp 
sheet, and in the reverse state, in the lower right and the upper left of tlrn 
stamp sheet. This would depend on whether the notepaper was placed over 
the printing plate forwards or backwards. The author has a sheet of white 
notepaper from the ChaYez correspondence, elated Jul y 27, 1867, in which the 
" Bath and Crown" mark is placed in the upper left corner of the paper which, 
if turned horizontally, woulc1 be on the identical stamp as the mark refened tc 
by Hache. 

The only copy of the " Bath and Cro"·n" mark which the author has 
personall~- seen was on a fragm ent of -±2 stamps of the Medio Real (Scott No. 7 ) 
with upper paper surface blued. Strangely, ho\\·eyer , the mark appeal'ed 
across positions 78 and 79 in the sheet, neatly crntered on the bottom 1·ow. A 
possible makeup of the notepaper, " ·hi ch would account fo1· this location is th;1t 
a variety thereof was prepared for use in Ecuador " ·ith the fold Yel'ticall.\· 
across, with the " Bath and Crown " mark thereby appearing in the upper left 
corner, adjacent to the fold. 

15. Several hundred Ecuadorean first issue covers, addressed to a wholesale grocery fi rm 
in Lima, P eru, by name of Gonzalos Chavez & Cia., t urn ed up in South America sernral do· 
cades ago . 'l' his ' 'find'' eirnbled significant research to be accompli shed on the first issue 
which tberetofor bad not b een possible. Specialists have accordingly denominated Ecuadorean 
fi rst issue covers as either "Chavez" or "Non·Chavez," with the latter reali zing a s ignificant 
premium at auction, due to t heir relative scarcity . 

15a. The Delf Noro na Collect ion , Section III, Rosenbaum Company, P ittsburgh, Pa., 
January 25, 1945. See lots numbered 702, 715, 732, 742 and 793. 

16. ''Ecuador - F irst Issue. A Rema rkable Discovery'', Ibid., p. 61. Hach e a lso notes bis 
belief that t he mark is of British manufacture. The au thor bas found no evidence to the con· 
trary. See Ibid., p. 63. 
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Fig . 6. 

The "Rolland Freres" Mark 

This watennal'l~ \ Hl8 fil'st desci·ibell l>y Joe lla d 1e m; a part ol' fragment oE 
ktiern appeal' ill g \'Cl'tically on po:;ition 3G of the :Medio Real blue sheets, in 
which only the lettc1· " L " is cornplctc (Fig. 2) , \vith \drnt appear to be the 
letters "L" and "A" to the right and left, res pee ti ,·cly.17 The letter " L " is 
approximately 15 rn iJim etcl'S high and, at its \vidcst part, is 15 milimcters wide. 
H ache bcli eYcd that this papel' was pl'Obabl:· used in a very late printing.18 

Dl'. Funkhonse1· ag1·ces, writi ng that he lias ''seen one specimen ... an Un Real 
bistr c, in the Sadum collection (late printing, as I now think all the bistres 
arc) ".19 Dr. Fuukhouser unfortunately docs not i·ecall the particular letter oE 
the m1ten11ark on the stamp in the Sadum coll ection. The author has not yet 
t•11 eom1k n '\ l t his mark, nor is he mnLL'C of any in th e United States. 'L'his paucity 
of spee im ens is i:cgretkd , mid necessitates the folltJ\ring speculation which othcl'­
wise would be rnmecessai·v. 

Th l' cdito1· of '' Le Pl;ilatdistt' BeJge · · l'c111 arkecl in a footnote to the H ache 
a1'ticle that this illustratccl \rntC'rrn <rrk might instend ha ,·c been the 011 c found 
on La.cl'oix papel', such <IS mis usccl in the 1872 issue of JVLcxico.20 It in deed ca11 
be confirmed that t he 1 ~ac1·oix pa]Je1· \\·as a lso i n use in E cuador at the t ime. 
'l'he author has two lcttr1·s composed of t his pape1", da ted i·espectively March 6, 
1872, a nd Ap1·il 19, 1873, a!8o from the '' CJrn,·ez find. '' The ]:,acroix watel'­
mal'k is illustmted (Fig. 7 ). 

Bnsed upon Yisual cornpal'ison of the t"·o · ' J_J'' figures, and upon their 
r elat iYe pl acement in the sheets, hO\reYer, the Lacroix " I1" cannot be confused 
" ·it h the Roll and ]heres " L. " Thus, the a L cl'Oix " L " would, if positioned 
cqni nilently on the sheet, he on positions 3-t or 15, while the Rolland Freres 
" L " was, accol'(ling to Hacltc, on positio11 3G. Lee-Jones also correctly con­
clml etl tha t the 1rnrt ion of the letter in fro nt of the " r1," which appears to be 
;mother " L " (Fig. 2 ) only could be the Rolland Frercs watermark. 21 

Freehafer indi cates that this Rolland Freres watermark also appears on 
paper used for one segment of Venezuela's Medio Real rose stamp of 1866 to 
1877 (Scott Nos. +7 and 47b ) .!)!) It is noted that this Venezuelan stamp issue 

17. Joe Ha<:he, " ]<; quateur : Prerniere i:;111issiu 11 , ... ," ib id., JJ· 45. 
18. i bid., p. 45. 
19. John W. F unkhouser , letter to the aLLthor, dated April 22, 1965. 
20. Joe H ache, ''Ecuador - First Issue. A Remarkable Discovery,'' Ibid., p. 61. 
21. R. W. 1'. Lee-Jon es, Ib iil., p. 76. 
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Fig . 7. Actual size. 

was also locally p1·inted, in Caracas by 81-. Felix Rasco. .l.t would be interestin g 
to learn from a Venezuelan specialist \\·hether the sheet size of this issue co rrc:,;­
ponded to the size of notcpapci· usell for printing the E cuadorea 11 first issue, 
that is, 8:1Jt by 101/2 inches. If this is t he case, the use of the sa 111 e paper, ;1t 
abou t the same t im e, in an issue loca ll,1· printed not far frorn Quito, is fairl,1· 
convincing evidence that the "Rolland Fre~es'' papel' ,,·as likc\\·ise arn ilabl e, in 
commercial quantities, for printing use in Ecuador. 

Additional evidence is the fact that another rnrit1 l\· o[ Rolland l•'rcn's 
papel' was in use in J£ cuaclor at nea rl.'· the sa me time. l•' ig. 6 shO\YS a " Roll and 
Frcrcs Bordeaux '' mark \\'l1ich appears on ;1 lcttel'Shcet of the author , used 
from Ouaranda, l~cn aclOl', to Quito, and datell on the inside Jnm• 9, 1857. 
l•'rorn this mark, it probably can be concluded t hat Roll a nd Freres \ms ;1 French 
paper manufacturing cinc1/ or sales compan,1-, hcaclquarterecl at Bonlenux. 

The author anticipates that, as stamp collectors become a\\'are of tltl' 
existence of the three marks considel'ed in this article, further and hopefull y 
corroborating copies of the '' Rolland Freres ' · \\·atermark will turn up . 

22. J'olm Freehafer, Ibid. , p. 32. 
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Honduras 
Postal History To 1877 and 

Its First Postage Stamps Of 1866 (Part 6) 

By Irving I. Green 

( Continued from Page 97) 

The History of the Honduran Coat of Arms 

0Yer the ~-ears , th e central portion of the stamp design has been considered 
th e true Honduran Coat of Arms of 1865 . This supposition however, is only 
partially correct. To proYc this asser t ion , its historical origin and evolution 
are herewith detailed. 

On September 15, 1821 , the Kingdom of Guatemala gained independence 
from Spain in a bloodl ess coup. The Kingdom then comprised the Provinces 
of Guatemala , Honduras, San Sal rnclor, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Chia pas. 
At this juncture, Iturbid e, the brilli ant bu t ruthless militan· leader of Mexico 's 
successful bid for independ ence, somewhat forcibly influenced the Central Amer­
ican ProYinces to join with his homeland in a " nion of Greater Mexico" 
und er his leadership. 

This combination of nations soon proved disadvantageous to all ; it was, 
thcref01·c, dissolved by mid-1823, when Iturbide was exiled. The Province of 
Chiapas alone decided, by a plebi citc, to cast her lot with Mexico, whereas the 
other fiyc declared th emselves free and independent states, although still favor­
ing a Union of their own. 

Accordingly, on Jun e 24, 1823, the first Congress of Representatives, com­
posed of sixty-four deputies from the fiye Central American Provinces, met in 
(inatemala Cit~· " ·ith a display of optimism and high-minded spirit to prepare 
a constitution for a new coalition. As a r esult of their deliberations, a Second 
Act of Independence \nlS dnmn up on July 1, 1 23, stating that the :fi,·e Prov­
inces of Central .America would be associated togethc1· under the name of the 
·· ["nidas PrO\·ineias de! Cent1·0 de America;" that this 11\'dcrntion and its rn e111-
her States \\·ere free and ind ependent of Spain, Mexieo, or any other power; 
and , therefo1·e, eonstituted a !"-rec and soYereign entity. 

Fig. 21. Coat of Arms of the Fede rat io n of C e n­
tral Am erica n Sta t es . 
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rrhen, on August 21, 1823, and on November 5 of the same year, the 
Congn'ss decreed a Coat of A1'Jlls for the Union (Fig. 21) as follows: 

"The Coat of Arms of the United Pro,·inces \\ill be an equilateral triangle, 
at \\'hose base is located a mountain range of fiYe Yolcanoes resting on ground 
washed by the \\'aters of both oceans. In the upper pait of the design, a rain­
bow \\'ill span th(' ,·olcanocs 11nJ al'<'il OY<'I' a Phn·igia11 C11p ol' Liberty Pmitting 
1·a.n; of light. A double-rimmed ci1·cle will enclose tlw triangle, and within 
its 1·irns will be inscribed in gold letters the words 'Provincias Unidas del 
Centro de America,' "·ith a six-pointed blank star at the bottom of the inner 
rim between the first and last words of the :nscription. " 

Each State was allowed to organize and conduct its own State Government, 
also to haYe its own Coat of Arms. In brief, each member had a similar rela­
tionship to its Federal Government as the States of the United States have to 
\Vashington, D.C. 

On January 20, 1825, the State Legislature of Guatemala authorized its 
own Coat of Arms (Fig. 22), with its central device a double-rimmed circle 
containing the words "Estado de Guatem. En La Federacion del Centro." 
\Vithin th e circle formed by the inner rim waR the identical design of the 
J;' ederation. Th e circle \\·as crowned with a quiver showing the featherPd ends 
of four a1Tows; extending from the quiYer, halfway down each side of the 
circle's rirn , were two cornucopias (horns of plenty). The cirrle rested upon a 
base of land picturing a battle-axe crossed with a furled flag of Guatemala 
haYing a trumpet for its pole. An arrow was superimposed upon the design, 
\\·ith its feathered end at the left of the land base near the head of the battle­
axe, and its pointed head reaching to the right center of the double-rimmed 
circle between the words "Federacion" and "Del." A bow with its string 
loosened is also shown on the base. 

Then , b~- a Decree dated October 3, 1825, the Honduran Constituent As­
sem bly23 authorized the following: 

''The State Coat of Arms is to be similar to the one decreed by Guatemala 
on January 20, l 25. To be more specific, the Arms of the State will be an 
equilateral triangle having at its base a volcanic cone between two battlements, 
over which, to the rear, rises a rainbow above a Liberty Cap, the latter emitting 
scattered sunrays. The triangle is placed on ground \\·hich is lawcl by both 
oceans. In the oval part are inscribed the words 'E tado de Honduras de la 
Fecleracion del Centro.' The upper part of the Arms will be crowned by two 
cornucopias tied together with a bowknot. The oval itself will rest upon a 
r idge of mountains depicting mine entrances and mining implements, such as a 
crow-bar, large auger or borer, wedge, large mining hammer, an<l a claw 
hammer.'' 

In the rrsultant Coat of Arms, halfway down the mountainside at the left 
some pine trees are portrnyr<l; and correspondingly, at tlw right are shown 
some oak, cedar, or eeiba trers. At the right, near the bottom of the mountain , 
a.re some palm t rees, and at the right of tl•ese is a thatched-roof toolhouse or 
µ;1· inding mill, located beside a winding road. 

As for the Federation itself, it weakened as a result of the animoRity be­
tween its brn political parties, the Conservatives and the T1iberalists. The 
former comprised, for the most part, the colonial families. They had been 
most closely associated with the colonial government and regarded themselves 

23 . '!'he Chief of State at that time was don Dionisio Herrera, whose bust on a pedestal 
is shown on the 1924 Honduran postal issue (Scott Type A24). The title "don" is usually con­
tracted to "d"; it ignifies a gentleman. 
,150 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 45, NO. 3 
Fig. 22 . 1825 C oat of Arms of the S-ta te 
of Gua te ma la. 

as the rightful social leaders. They supported the Church and favored a 
similar order of affairs as had existed under Spanish control, save that the 
gO\·ernment was to be vested in the country itself, instead of in Spain. The 
priests, too, were for the most part closely associated with the Conservatives. 
Also, the rank and file of this party was made up of the Indian population, 
ahra~· s subservient to the Church. 

'l'he Liberal Party opposed the Conservatives; its membership was largely 
composed of enlightened and progressive Central Americans. They opposed 
the involvement of the Church in politics. They somewhat imitated the ex­
tremi:ts of the French Revolution in the matter of religion. Actually, the 
majority of Liberals were for the reform of the Church, not for its abolition. 

By 1838, disagreements between the Conservatives and the Liberalists 
1·eached a crisis. Guatemala, icaragua, and Costa Rica declared themselves 
opposed to the Federal GO\·ernm ent, whilr the lilwral Statrs of San Salvador, 
Honduras, and the Quetzaltenango portion of Guatemala maintained their al­
i(>gianee to the l1nion. The enthusiasm of the Libern ls howeYel', was less marked 
in Honduras. On overnber 5, 1838, therefore, the Honduran Constituent As­
sembly decreed that "the Free and Sovereign State of Honduras is independent 
from the Federal Government, from the other States, and from any other 
foreign Government or Power." Wracked with dissension, the ational Con­
gress of the Union dissolved the Federal Republic. 

Meanwhile, by a Decree of October 22, 1838, the Honduran Constituent 
assembly made a change in the existing Coat of Arms, viz: 

• " 1. The bowknot at the top of the design is to be changed to a quiver 
showing the feathered ends of eight arrows. 

2. Within the double rims of the central oval of the Arms are to be 
inscribed the words 'Libre, Soberno e Independiente' [Free, Sovereign and 
Independent].'' 
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ONSTIT JCl 
i?<J l.. I 'l'\ I l~ A 

i STADO DE noxorR.\~. DADA y 

\:IONADA POR SU AS.\~JBL1• \ C •sTtTt; 

EN' 11 DE 1839. 

kO~tAY.AGUJ~. lmpr nta dr' If a t:ntplleJ. 
cht!t.-11'89. 

Fig. 23. 1838 Coat of Arms of the State of Honduras taken from an original old book issued by 
the Government of Honduras. (Courtesy of the Ha rva rd Law Sc hool Lib ra ry). 

During 18-J.1, an unofficial p irtul'izat ion of th (' Coat ol' Al'll1s in cludrd th e 
changes autho1·ized on October 22, 1838 (Fig. 23). Also, in the oval rim~ at 
the bottom of the inside oval, showed '' 15 de Septiembre de 1821'' (the date 
H onclurns brokr away from Spanish domination ) . This u nofficial. version was 
generally accepted, even though it was not decreed. 

'l'he next change in the Coat of Arms came as the result of the Constituent 
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Assem bl~', on September 28, 1865 (subsequent to the printing of the first 
postage stamps), whereby Honduras changed her status from a state to a re­
public. On February 16, 1866, the National Congress, by Article 7 of a legis­
Jati\'l' degree, stated: " The Phryigian Cap of Liberty in the Coat of Arms 
\\·ill be changed to a rising sun, and the inscription around the triangle will be 
changed to read, ' Republica de Honduras, Libre, Soberano e Independiente, 15 
d<' 8Ppt iemhrc tle 1821,' as Honduras is no longer a State of the Ji""'ederation 
of Crntral America.'' 

On the next day Medina ratified the Legi lative Decree, stating: "The 
~ational Coat of Arms will be that one actually in use meaning the picturiza­
tion of 1838, except for the word 'Republica' instead of 'Estado,' and a sun 
instc;1d of the Phn·igian Cap of Libc1·ty." Italics are ours. 

Fig. 24, Honduras Coat of Arms as of 1935. 
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The next an<l last legislative action with reference to the Coat of Arms 
(up to the pl'esent time, 1966 ) came on J anua l'y 10, 1935 b,,. dcc1·cc of the 
National Congress, when the Coat of Al'ms was officially descl'ibed as follows: 

" The National Coat of Arms, which must be used, is an equilateral tri­
angle. On its base is a Yolcano between two castles, ovc l' which is a rainbo\\", 
an<l un<ler this, behind the volcano, a sun l'ises throwing off rays of light. 'l'he 
triangle is located 0Yc1· a stretch of land laved by both oceans, and around it 
is an oval with the inscription in letters o.f gold, 'Republica de H onduras -
Libre, Sovel'eign y Independiente - Scptiembrc 15, 1821 ' B epnblic of H on­
duras - FreP, 8ol'ereig11, and IndependPnt - September 15, 1821. (ltalics a1·c 
ours.) At the uppel' part of the ornl will appear a quiver fill rd with al'rows, 
from \\·h ich hang· hol'ns of plenty bound hy a how, and all l'l'Sting o\'l'r a 
r idge of mountriins, upon which three oak trees appear on thl' 1·ight aml thl'rc 
pine trees on the left; and conYcnientl.r distributed arc the mines, a lever, 
drill, wedge and a large and small hammer." (Fig. 24) 

It seems that the artist responsible for thr officiu l pol'tl';1,\-;il (01· lwt rn.nil ) 
of the Coat of A1·ms decreed in 1935 had taken many liberties, not following 
from the exact ri uthorization of the decree. Now the quiver more i·esembles a 
flowerpot. The monk's head, which adorns it, would have been anathema to 
Lcmpira and his followers, of whom the quiver and arrows are reminiscent. 
The horns of plrnty are at present filled with :flowers, not with the varied 
produce of the land , so symbolic of Honduran agricultural fertility. The 
mountainous basr la cks the inclusion of palm trees, b>- which (along with the 
pines and oaks) the previous Arms subtly suggests the wide climatic range so 
characteristic of Honduras. 

The 1935 Decree called for a triangle, but instead there is a masonry 
pyramid. There are other minor changes and omissions, all affecting the 
s>•mbolic significance shown in the previou"l official Coat of Arms. But worst 
of all is the present depiction of the two castles, which more resemble fish-faces 
than impregnable fortresses. Certainly, a more aesthetic and realistic visible 
image of the Coat of Arms would be in keeping with the high ideals and 
aspirations of the Republic of Honduras. 

Symbolic Sig nificance of the True Coat of Arms of Honduras24 as of 1865 : 
Symbols Outside the Central Oval. 

As previously noted, the first Coat of Arms was authorized by the decree 
of October 3, 1825, which specified that the design conform. generally, to that 
of Guatemala's. Important events, such as the winning of independence from 
Spain and the formation of a federation of states, were still fresh in the minds 
of the people. Consequent]~-, it was to be expected that the Coat of Arms rn 
the design would be replete with symbols. And so it was. 

·when the F ederation was dissolved in 1838-1839, the Honduras ' Coat of 
Arms was somewhat revised. This latter version was the accepted one when 
the stamp design was agreed upon. 

First to be discussed will be the symbols outside the central oval. 

24. ·when the Homluran Coat of Arms was first iles ig ueil :111< 1 lat er so 111 ewlmt changeil, the 
motifs therein were doubtless direct references to some aspects of t he Htatc. However , in adcli· 
tion to these, there were traditional and legenilary ones, of which t he desig11ers we1·<' prohabl.1· 
not aware. For this r eason, I have included some of these ancient interp retations. 
154 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATJ<:L TST, VOL. 45, NO. 3 
Fig. 25. Cacique Lempira. 

The Quiver and Arrows 

Surmounting the central ornl arC' two cornucopias, whose closed ends 
appear to be fastened to a quiver fillC'd \\ith ar rows. The quinr and arrows 
are a nostalgic reference to the semi-barbarous Indians and their great chief­
tain, Lempira,25 who inhabited the Comayagua-Gracias area at the time of the 
Spanish Conquest. ThC'se natives fortified a rock near the present city of 
Comayagua. For six months they bade defiance to the Spaniards, who were 
obliged to winter in the field, with great suffering. Lempira's (Fig. 25 ) forces 
successfully withstood the fierce and r epeated onslaughts of the Conquistadores 
until he ,,·as trcachC'rnusl~· shot b.' · order of the Spanish commander, Alonzo 
Caceres, during a parley in \rhich Lempirn stood exposed upon the rampa1ts of 
his fort. It \\'as on!~' then tlrn t Lernpira 's follO\Yers sm·1·cnclc1·ed to th e authority 
ol' the conquerers. 

'rhe eight feather-end ed arrO\rn protruding from the quiver could represent 
the eight territorial divisions of the nation, including the Bay Islands, as of 
1838, wh en the qui,·er and arrows were authorized to be depicted in the Coat 
of A 1·rns. 'l' hcse same territo1·ial divisions still existed in 186-l and 186!3 , when 

25 . Lempfra is pictw·eu 011 the 20 eoeutavo of the 1927 -29 pos tage stamp (Scott Type A32 ) . 
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the first postage stamps were designed and printed. 
In mythology, the arrow is the weapon of Apollo and Diana; it signifies 

the light of supreme power. In pre-Columbian America, the arrow was used 
to designate the sun's rays. But because of its shape, it has undeniable phallic 
significance, especially when it is shown in emblems balanced against the symbol 
of the "Mystic Centre,'' feminine in character, such as the heart. The heal't 
pierced with an arrow is a symbol of conjunction or union. 

The Cornucopias 

The cornucopias, or horns of plenty and abundance, filled to overflowing 
with the produce of the land, are an expression of prosperity. They are em­
blematic of nature's munificence in providing Honduras with a favorable and 
varied climate as well as great, fertile, well-watered upland valleys, which, with 
the application of labor, can yield most of the agricultural products of the 
world. Nowwhere on the earth's surface exist greater inducements to labor ; 
nowhere can so much be produced with so little effort. The vast resources of 
the country present the most tempting opportunities for rapital investment, as 
nearly every acre of land is susceptible to some sort of pl'ofitable de,·elopment. 

The Mountains and the Minerals 

The mountainous base upou which the C'entral oval rests signifies the nation 
is firmly established on a sturdy foundation. The mines indicate that the 
nation, in fact, every one of its Departments, is endowed with great mineral 
resources, unexcelled in abundance and variety by any other country of its size 
in the world. 

'l'he mining implements represent a challenge to labor to take advantage 
of the great and varied mineral resources. It has been said that in colonial 
days, it was easier to find a mine than to find men to work it. 

The Trees 

The different tl'ees shown convey the correct impression that Honduras is 
a great timber country; its variance in climate enables the growth of trees of 
the tropics, as the palm, and of the temperate zone, as pine, oak, and cedar. 
The pine, the national tree of Honduras, 26 is of the long-leaf or pitch variety. 
It is found in the low hills bordering the great Plain of Sula in the west, where 
it sometimes grows to a height of 250 feet. It is also well known in the 
savannas bordering the rivers and lagoons to the east of 'rrujillo, as well as on 
the Mosquito Shore, where it is a characteristic figure. The pines frequently 
grow to great size but average twenty inches in diametrr. Rich in pitch, the 
wood is firm, heavy, and durable; its heart is never attacked by insects. It 
constitutes, therefore, a cheap, com·enient timbr1· ro1· a ll kinds of ro11strucLiu11 
in the country. The pinetrees do not grow close together but stand well apart, 
permitting the mountain grasses to grow underneath and around them, so that 
a pine-forest in the interior resembles more a well-kept park than the thickets 
usually called a forest. 

Traditionally, the pinetree, like every other evergreen, is a symbol of im­
mortality. Conifers, by virtue of their shape, also partake of the symbolism of 
the pyramid. Pine cones were regarded as symbols of frl'tility. The Phryi-

26. The pinetree, the national tree of Honduras, is pictured on the 5 centavos 1927-29 
postage stamp (Scott Type A28). 
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gians chose the pine as their sacred tree, associating it with worship of the 
diC'ty, Attis. 

In addition to the varieties of timber shown in the Coat of Arms, some of 
the finC'st mahogany in the world comes from Honduras. But as this is an 
inclustry on virgin land , not a permanent asset, it is not of great interest to 
for<'ign im·<'stors. Also, there is an abundance of the Spanish cedar, which is 
on<' of 111(' finest timber trees in the American tropics. It ranks next to pine 
for its common and useful wood, as it is light and easy to work. The ceiba or 
silk-cotton tree also is quite common, being distinguished for its huge size. 
Boats al'<' made from a single hollowed tree trunk, which may measure 7 feet 
in the elem· betwee n sides. The ceiba tree blossoms three times a year, produc­
ing a pod containing a downy fibre or cotton (kapok), used to stuff cushions 
or pillows. It can truthfully be stated that. every variety of wood common to 
th<' tropics is found in Honduras. 

The legendary associations between the Gods and trees are extremely fre­
quent; <'.g-., Attis and the pine, Osiris and the cedar, Jupiter and the oak, and 
Apollo and the lam·el.27 In its most general sense, the symbolism of the tree 
<l<'notcs th<' harmonious order of life: its consistence, grm:vth, proliferation, gen­
rrati,·c and regeneratiYe processes. 

One Honduran write1· speaks of the ti·ees in the Coat of Arms in this effusive 
manner: ''The trC'c:,; are the huge sentinels that together contemplate the 
quiet and peace of the great distances; they are the sap of the earth that forti­
fi es the plants, the powerful germ of the efforts that throb, the pollen that 
spreads from the congregated stems, the rocking leaves and the flowers that 
wither away; they are the informers of the setting twilights; they are the travel­
ing birds and the majestic shades that protect the ruins where the crickets chirp 
and announce the linnet; they are the powerful strength of the abundant rains, 
which, coming down from the mountains, pass on to the prairies, where the corn 
g-rows to bring happinC'ss and sustenencc to the distant villages." 

Devices W ithin T he Large Oval of the Coat of Arms 

Originally, in 1825, the inscription, '' Estado de Honduras de la Federacion 
del Centro" was authorized within the outer rim of the central oval of the 
Honduran Coat of Arms. However, by a decree of October 22, 1838, this 
wording was changed to ESTADO DE HO DURAS, LIBRE-SOBERANO­
INDEPENDIENTE (Free Sovereign Independent). Two weeks later, on Nov­
C'mber 5, 1838, Honduras announced a Second Declaration of Independence, 
whereby henceforth ''The Free and Sovereign State of Honduras was indepen­
dent from the Federal Government, from the other States, and from any other 
Government or Power." The wording within the Arms' outer rim of the central 
oval, in 1864-65, when the first issue wa designed, was that one approved by the 
Decree of October 22, 1838. 

The Constitution of September 28, 1865, made public months after the :first 
issue of stamps had been printed, changed the status of Honduras from a 
Sovereign State to a Republic and ordered a corresponding change, "Estado" 
to "Republica," in the wording of the Arms' inscription. Honduras took this 
step with regret, after hopinO', during the three decades since the Federation 

27. Allegorically, Attis was a Greek God with the qualities characteristic of his people; he 
was simple, pure, refined, and elegant. Osiris was the God of the Underworld and the judge 
of the dead. Jupiter was the Lord of the sky with attributes of the thunderbolt, the crown, the 
eagle, ru1d the throne (he corresponds to the supreme virtues of the judgment and the will) . 
Apollo was the God of manly youth and beauty, of poetry, music and oracles. 
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was dissolved, to be the leader, or at least instrumental, in the creation of a 
new union made up of the original members. In the meantime, the other four 
members of the original Federation had become Republics; at long last, Hon­
duras, on September 28, 1865, finally followrd suit. 

The Equilateral Triangle or Pyramid 

Although the decree of October 3, 1835 specifically authorized an equilateral 
triangle in the Coat of Arms design, there is a possibility that an equilateral 
pyramid was intended. This lattel' conception is somewhat supported by the 
heavy shading line from the left base angle to the apex, also by some later un­
authorized versions of the Arms, whieh pi.etu1'(' tlw triang-Je fae('d \\·it h hloeks 
of masonry and thereby producing a three-dimensional rffect.28 Actually, as 
the equilatel'al tl'iangle and the rqnil<ite1·al pyrnmid ;11·r quite simil;ir symholi­
ca1ly, both will be discussed. 

The equilateral triangle, in its simplest symbolic interpretation, stands for 
durability plus law and order with equal justice for all. Some say its equal 
sidrs denote that the basis of repnhli.cnn organization in the nation is one of 
jnstier, truth, and right. 

Another s.vmholic Yersion of the equilatrral pyramid is that it represents 
nothing more than a reference to the sepulchral mounds, so common in Latin 
America. However, such a humble signi:6cance seems unlikely in the central 
device of the Coat of Arms in view of the enthusiasm of the original designers. 
More suited to the occasion would be that its equal sides represent the three 
guarantees of Iturbide's Plan of Jguala, namely DIOS U ION y LIBERTAD 
(Goel nion and Independence), the favored slogan of the 1821 revolution. 

In Christiani ty, the equilateral triangle is the conventional emblem of the 
'l'r inity. The teaching of the Trinity, or the :F'ather, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit (Holy Ghost) as the Godhead, is based upon the New Testament utter­
;rnces of the L01:d Jesus Christ am l the Apostles. True, the name, TL"init.\·, docs 
not appear in the Scriptures, but there is a clear reference to the three persons 
in the Godhead. For example, Jesus said in His commission to the Disciples: 
''Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son, and the Holy Ghost.'' In declaring these aspects of God, 
He displayed a mystic diffusion, the Trinity-God, His Incarnation as man, His 
Spirit, all united - as these Three are One. 

EYen to the early pagans, a triangle 1rns a sacred symbol; to disturb one 
formed by an object leaning against a wall - a ladder, for instance - presaged 
misfortune for the transgressor. 

A pyramidal version of the triangle in the Coat of Arms also suggests 
religion; it could be a direct reference to the Mayans, ancient forebears of the 
Central American Indians. The Mayans were sun and moon worshipers, and in 
conjunction with this belief, acquired a great knowledge of astronomy; in fact, 
astronomy was the soul of their religious system. Each planet, that was sup­
posed to contain a portion of the eternal fire that circulated throughout the 
universe, had its own special temple or pyramid, or both. Some pyramids had 
their vertex truncated, and upon the resultant fl.at-top area was constructed a 
sacrificial temple. The pyramids were of huge proportions, in some instances, 
occupying more ground space than any in Egypt. 

The pyramidal form was chosen as being most appropriate to represent 

28. The Honduras postal issue of 1891 shows a portion of the Coat of Arms with a pyramid 
constructed of masonry blocks. 'rhis same treatment appears in the one centavo of the 1943 
and the 1946 air mail issues. 
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Fig . 26. Th e C one of Comaya gua . 

the sun's rays, and the best way to depict the flame. An ancient philosopher, 
describing the figures that compose each of the elements, assigned that of the 
pyramid to fire, the highest element. '· The equilateral triangle,'' he said, ''en­
ters into the composition of the pyramid, for it has four sides and four equal 
angles, " ·hirh constitute the nature of fire, that most subtle and moving of 
clements. It is not without good r eason, then, that the :figure has been assigned 
to monuments for the worship of the sun and moon, for it appears that nature 
lwrsrlf has traced the drawing. " 

The Volcanic Cone 

The first Honduran Coat of Arms of 1825 was decreed to be similar to that 
of Guatemala. In turn, Guatemala had patterned hers, to a great extent, after 
the F ederation 's. It is noteworthy that Honduras, in her Coat of Arms, de­
picted but one Yolcanic cone instead of five. Disparagingly, an old quip made 
the rounds to the effect that the volcanoes in the various Coats of Arms in­
dicated a likelihood that the people would erupt into a revolution at a moment's 
notice. 

Seriously, however , we can attribute a more legitimate r eason for its in­
clusion; it is an important physical aspect of the terrain, which is traversed in 
various directions by mountain ranges and hills radiating from the common 
base of the Cordillera. This great mountain chain, which may be r egarded as 
the backbone and support of the continent, does not, in Honduras, approach 
within fifty or sixty miles of the Pacific Ocean. or does it maintain through­
out an unbroken character; in its course, it sometimes turns back on itself, 
forming interior valleys, within which are collected the headwaters of the large 
streams that flow toward the Atlantic Ocean. However , viewed from the P acific, 
it appears as a great natural wall, with a lower range of mountains relieved by 
volcanic peaks of wonderful regularity of outline intervening between it and 
the " ·estern sea. Honduras has but a narrow frontage of some sixty miles on 
the Pacific ; within this limit there is no volcanic coast range. I ts place is 
supplied by the high islands of volcanic origin in the Bay of Fonseca. This is 
beyond question one of the finest ports on the entire Pacific Coast of the 
American continent. It is upward of fifty miles long by thirty miles in average 
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width. Its entrance from the sra is about eightren milrs wide, between two 
towering mountains, and several large islands stand, as if moored, within the 
mighty harbor. 

The mountain peak shown in the Coat of Arms may be an imaginary one, 
or it may he some specific volcanic cone, as there are many extinct ones in 
Honduras. It cou l<l be the pei·frct gl'ren rone, 3000 Jrrt high, 0 11 Tigrc Jslarnl 
in the Bay of Fonseca, ovrrlooking the town of Arnapala, although that one 
has a broader base. Or it could represent Mount Congrehoy, the highest peak 
(7500 feet) in Honduras, located to the rear of the Atlantic port of Trujillo, 
where it and the mountains of Holy Cross, or Poyas, form gigantic landmarks 
for the mariner in his approach to the North Coast. But more likely it repre­
sents the Cone of Comayagua located near the old capital. 

The volcanic cone in the Coat of Arms, no matter which peak it depicts, is 
shown without a plume of smoke, and rightly so, as there was no active volcano 
in Honduras when the Coat of Arms was designrcl; thrre has brrn nonr sinrr. 

Traditionally, a single mountain peak signifi es inner loftiness of spirit, 
greatness, generosity, and a concept of unity. 

The Twin Feudal Watchtowers 

The twin masonry bastions, one on each side of the inactive volcanic cone 
and resting on the base of the triangle, convey the impression that the great 
treasures, lying beyond in the nation, will be assiduously guarded. Further­
more, the towers symbolize the united strength, fortitude, and determination of 
Honduras, ever on the alert to guard against, withstand, and destroy all efforts 
or influences from outside, or within the nation, aimed at imperiling her security 
and sovereignity. 

This castellated symbol so intrigued Medina that, upon assuming the presi­
dency in 1864, he ordered the capital moved temporarily from Comayagua to 
Gracias. There he had built for himself, on a hilltop, a castle called, the Fort­
ress of San Cristobal, with its wall shaped like a five-pointed star, symbolic of 
the original five States of the Federation. The angles of the castle were fort ified 
with great bastions similar to those depicted in the Coat of Arms. 'fhis edifice 
stands silent guard owr the city of Gracias; today it has become the favorite 
promenade for those living there. From the top of the hill can be seen a 
plateau several miles in width, where now there is an airport, one of the best 
in Honduras (Fig. 27) . 

The Arching Rainbow 

The rainbow arching unnaturally over the volcano and connecting, seem­
ingly, the two watchtowers, was originally a feature of the Coat of Arms of the 
Federation of 1823. A rainbow implies the hope that the Almighty will grant 
peace and progress, through the united strength of the Union, to implement the 
Independence from Spain, won after three hundred years of retrogression, in­
justice, and torment. In the Honduran Coat of Arms, the arching rainbow 
later on had a similar implication. It served as a subtle reminder, by its inclu­
sion, that Honduras was hopeful to again join with her Central American neigh­
bors in the formation of a new and lasting federation favored by peace and pro­
gress. 

The rainbow is the natural symbol of the pontificate; for the Israelites, it 
was the sign of the Covenant between the Creator and His people; in China, it 
was the sign denoting the union of heaven and earth; and for the Greeks, it 
was Iris, a messenger of the gods. The rainbow symbolizes the link between 
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Fig. 27. Medina's Fortress of San Cristobal at Gracias. 

what can be perceived and what is beyond perception. Even when it lacks this 
mystic sense, the bridge of the rainbow is always symbolic of a transition from 
one state to another - of change or the desire for change. 

The Cap of Liberty and its Emanating Rays 

" The Cap is of Phryigian origin and belongs to classical times. It was 
granted to freedmen as a token of the liberation of slaves from bondage. The 
Saxons of England used it as their ordinary head dress but without the meaning 
we attach to it. It was shown on American coins in 1783. The Bryges, a war­
like people from the southwest shores of the Euxine (the area near the Black 
Sea), conquered the East of Asia, then known as Brugia and afterwards as 
Phryigia. This people distinguished themselves from the primitive natives by 
wearing their national cap as a sign of their independence, and it was also 
stamped on their coins. The Romans adopted it, and when a slave was freed 
they placed a small red cap called a 'pileus' on his head proclaiming him a 
free man, and registered his name as such. When Saturnius took Rome in 263, 
he hoisted a cap on a spear to indicate that all the slaves who joined him should 
be free. When Caesar was murdered, the conspirators raised a Phryigian cap 
on a spear as a token of liberty. The Goddess of Liberty on the A ventide 
Mount held in her hand a cap, a symbol of freedom. In France the J acobins 
wore a red cap. In England the symbol of liberty is a blue cap with a white 
border, and Britannia is represented holding such a cap on the end of a spear. 
The American cap of liberty has been adopted from the British and is blue 
with a white border or bottom on which are thirteen stars. There is no positive 
regulation in regards to the shape or color of the cap so far as America is 
concerned.' '29 

Most of the countries, upon winning independence from Spain, included 

29 . From Prebles Flags and Symbols, 1894. 
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the Cap of Liberty in either their Coat of Arms, flag, or escutcheon, or on all 
of them. The Centrnl American Federation of 1823 was no exception . The 
Liberty Cap was in cluded in their Arms, placed directly over the volcanic cone, 
between it and the rainbow, with the open portion of the Cap facing the top 
of the peak. From the Cap radiate rays similar to those of the sun. These 
rays (liverge to the entire arc of the rainbow and also appear to strike in back 
of thr volcanic cone, suggesting that they reach down to the earth. The signi­
fi cancr of the Pln·~· i g·i an Cap is that it celebrates liberty, the freedom newly won 
from Spain and accorded equally to all people, be they Indians, Mestizos, 
Creoles, or Spaniard . The rays of light symbolize the heavenly quality of 
liberty, whose sunny rays dispel the storm clouds of despair and the darkness 
of thr past, and bring on the 1·ai11bow of hopr . 

It is interesting to note that by the decree of F ebruary 17, 1866, President 
J\[edin a announced that his Congress, in session under the new Constitution of 
September 28, 1865, had approved the Coat of Arms as it existed, the only 
differrnce being that "a rising sun would replnce the cold Phryigian bonnet." 

The Turbulent Body of W ater 

'l'h e triangle (or pyramid) seemingly fl.oats upon a wave-tossed body of 
water extendin g the entire width of its base. The water represents both the 
1\ tlantic and P acifi c Oceans, which lave the coasts of Honduras. To the 
coloni al Spaniards, the Atlantic was known as the North Sea, and the Pacific 
as the Routh Sea. Besides favorably influencin g the climate and fertility of 
th e soil, thr proximi ty to both ocrnns givrs the nation an enviable commercial 
nnd stl';1trgic rnilitm·.v importance. Tn fact, this influenced many a nation in 
the past to cast con•tous eyes toward H onduras, though the.\' were somewhat 
restrictrd by the prnnouncement and the effective application of thr Monroe 
Doctrine. 

The location of Honduras has been call ed the center of the world, looking 
tow11r<l Asia and Australia in one direction, and to Europe and Africa in the 
other. H ere in H onduras, a mrre t\rn hundred miles or so separate the two 
ocrn ns. O\·er the years, the dream of building an interocrani c raihrn.r brcame 
a 11eai· rrality, as this project was actuallly attempted in the late 1860 's and 
rnrly 1870 's, from Puerto Cortes, a splendid port on the Atlantic, to San 
Lo1·e11zo, opposite Amapala in the Bay of Fonseca, on the P acific. 

As a symbol, the sea corresponds to that of the '' l.Jower Ocean '' - the 
m1trrs in flux , tlw tl'nnsitional and rn rd iatin g agent br t\\'een non-formal (a ir 
nnd gases ) and th e formal (earth and solids), and b:· ana log,\-, brt\rren lifr 
and death. The watrrs of the ocean are thus seen not onl.\- as generat ing 
d:rnamic forces, hut as the very source of li.fe (and science confirms this), and, 
too, as its goal. " To return to the sea " is to return to ]\[other Nature, that 
is, to die. 

Features of the Desig n Not in the True Coat of Arms 

The stamp design appears to be one of simplicity; actually, it is laden with 
subtle propaganda. Medina, r esponsibl e for t he design, was too astute to oYer­
look such a grand opportunity to put across his message, not only at home but 
also to the 'vorld at large. 

Having already discussed the features common to the Coat of Arms and 
the stamp design, we shall now examine those inherent in the stamp design 
itself, viz., the inscriptions "Correos De Ho11duras" and. " Dos Real es," the 
numeral "2" in each corner, the crossed branches, the :fiYe-pointed stars, and 
the slogan " Dios Union Y Libertad." 

(Continued on Page 164) 
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Uncommon Use 

Of Common Stamps 
Vl hat our readers wish to see is a properly used cover having a common stamp that 

catalogs for $10 or less. But on cover this item's value is many tim es t he stanclartl catalog 
price for the stamp off cover, either unused or used. 

You may own such material. 'l'hen it is hoped that you will send it to '!'he Erl itor, 
Collectors Club P hilate list, 22 F.nst 35 Rtreet, New York, N. Y. JOOHi. 

Germany 1923 Inflation Cover 

40 BILLION Marks to Brooklyn, N. Y. 
On the front of this commercial cover from Germany to the United States, 

mailed on November 13, 1923, there arr. 20 postage stamps. Th ese are Ger­
m:my, Scott Nos. 290, 29~ and 294 ; all twenty stamps catalogue for 55 crnts . 

The fro nt of th e cove r. 

There are 30 copies of Germany Scott No. 294 on the back (see page 164). 
Their catalogue price is 3 cents each . Consequently, the total catalogue price 
of all 50 stamps is $1.45, less than 3 cents a stamp. 
In case of change of address, please notify Secretary, The Collectors 
Club, 22 East 35 Street, New York, N. Y. 10016. 
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HONDURAS 
(Continued from Page 162) 

The Spani h in ·cript ion "Correos De Honduras" translates as "Mails of 
Honduras. '' '' Correos'' is deri ,·ed from the Spanish verb corr er, meaning to 
run. In pre-stamp clays, the Indian runners were designated as correos. As 
the postal system became more organized, the word, correos, was used for both 
the mail s and the mail carri ers. 'l'he use of one word with two meanings is 
unfortunate, but those fami liar with the Spanish language will have no dif­
fi culty in determining its correct one where used. 

The phrase "Correos De Honduras" lacks the customary "El Estado (The 
State ) " before the word " Honduras." This omission is due to the lack of 
space in the stamp 's small format; also, Medina definitely had in mind to make 
Honduras, sooner or later, a republic. This became "un fait accompli" on 
September 28, 1865, many months after the stamps were printed. The inscrip­
tion '' Correos De Honduras,'' however, adequately covered the situation whether 
Honduras still r emained a state or later became a r epublic. 

The words " Dos Real es (two real es) " indicated the face value ( 25 cents 
in U. S. currency) of the stamp when it was first printed ; this is further cor­
roborated by the in clusion of a numeral '' 2'' in each corner of the stamp. 
Actually, the words " Dos Real es" and the four numerals "2" are misleading, 
because th e Decree of October 18, 1865 and its Congressional Ratification of 
March 2, 1866 changed the face value of all the stamps to un (one) r0al. 

(To Be Continued) 
Th e back of th is Germ an "i nflati on" cover. (Photos by Boutrel le). 

The total face value of these 50 stamps is just short of FOR.TY BILLION 

German Marks - 39,800,000,000 RM to be exact. 
These days, when one speaks about inflation, this German cover can be 

shown as concrete evidence of what happens, when the value of a once firm 
currency, as the old German Mark, becomes almost worthless. 
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The Clubhouse 
M eeting of January 5, 1966 

Professionals' Night 

If ever a Coll ector s Club regnlar meeting was jinxed, it was the opening 
one of the year 1966; in cidentall y, also the first one planned by the Hm·be1t J. 
Bloch-Philip Silver Program Committee. 

'I'he big obstacle was the New York City transit strike. Since people had 
difficulties getting to their office and home again, very few would try to attend 
a stamp club meeting. Consequently, just about 25 members were present 
when the J anuar.v 5th meeting was called to order. 

Fnrthermo1·e, six professional philatelists had been scheduled to exhibit 
and lecture. Only three could make it. 

Th e stamp newspaper, " Western Stamp Collector," later heard about this. 
The editor, W . vV. W ylie, thought that, under these difficult conditions, the 
fact that 25 people attended a meeting and three speakers appeared was con­
crete evidence of sincere devotion to philately. An ed itorial to this effect ap­
peared in this stamp newspaper. President Herbert P. Woodward read this 
tr ibute to philatelic fortitude on the pal't of the Collectors Club members at the 
beginning of the January 19th meeting. 

~I\ nother unfortunate matter with this first 1966 meeting was that the 
i·epo1t for this magazine had been assigned to Albert Philip Cohen. He sat 
throughout the entire session taking many notes for a comprehensive report on 
this meeting. A few weeks later, Mr. Cohen suffered a severe stroke and had 
to be hospitalized. \Vhile in the hospital, he suffered several more strokes and, 
unfortunately, never recovered. On February 22nd, he passed away in New 
York's Bellevue Hospital at the age of 55. Consequently, the anticipated de­
tailed report by Albert Philip Cohen cannot be published. (The editor will 
substitute the following report from his memory.) 

Befo1·e doing this, however, I would like to pay a brief tribute to Albert 
Philip Cohen's memory. He held no office in this club; nor was he ever ap­
pointed a comm ittee chairman. But he worked for the COLLECTORS CLUB in 
many capaciti es. H e donated books to the library; he helped mount and dis­
mount exhibits; he d id " tlirty work " such as helping to clean out a nd sort the 
1H·cu m ul a1<'tl oill reconls a 11 ll papers in the basement. Someone once made the 
1riHe ohserrn t io11 that 1-:ta111p cl u b1-: a 11<l philatelic societ ies have "too many chiefs 
but not. cnougli J nd ia 11 s. '' Albert Philip Cohen was a '' rea 1 Indian.'' 

Sylvester Colby mis the lead-off man. He spoke extemporaneously about 
Philatelic Literatnre, according to a stamp dealer's experience with it. "Sy" 
Colby has been running auction sales of philatelic literature for the past few 
years. He judges handbooks by the demand for them and the prices they 
bring. The underlying theme of Mr. Colby's remarks were most heartening. 
Ile rxpcrie11ccs a much greater and a much more discriminating demand for 
philatelic literature at th is time than existed before. 

lVIr. B ernard D. Hanner had two frames of assorted material from his 
personal collections. He simply made a few brief remarks on every item ex­
hibited. Some deserved more attention than Mr. Harmer 's modesty permitted 
him to clrmonstratr. For instancr, a fnll sheet of eighteen of the New Zealand 
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Great Barrier Island Pigeongram first issue, as he displayed, is exceedingly 
rare. J<'urthermo1·c, both its printing and production arc fascinating. As a 
fel low "pigeon lover," I haYe often discussed this issue with Mr. H a rm er in 
h is private office. He has an excellent und erstanding of the method of print­
i11g;, but perhaps he thought those pl'esent might be bored if he went into the 
d<'l;:i il s. \VhateYcr the reason, too l ittle was said. 

Th e fast exhibitor and lcctm·cr was Mr. H erbert J. Bloch . H e showed a 
s1w<·ia It_,. ncYer before displayed hel'e. It was the first ti me that Turkey in 
Asia. was shown. ( Possib l ~-, it (·ould lw t lw last time ) . l kn' is one of' thl'S<' 
<·111e1·g-<'11c.'· issues o\·erprinted during troubled t imes. 'l 'nrkey in Asin came 
;Jl1011t in 1919 as a result of a l'l'\'Olution ;1gai nst the reign ing· Su lt<m by :Mustafa 
Krrnal Pm;ha. This was successful; it pstablislwd t hr Rep ubl ic of Turk<'.V· 

No one fo·ing today knmrn as much ahout O\·crprints as H erbert J. Bloch. 
Ifr sul'cl.'· <lcmonstrated his profound knowledge with these compli cated isslws. 
I <lo not know " ·hat l\[r . Cohen would ham reported, but I am not that brarn 
as to attempt to eYen sumrnm-ize " ·hat Mr. Bloch stated. 

One matter , however, is recalled. l\Ir. Bloch remarked that 'l 'urkey i11 

il sici is not a separate country, as some catalogues, such as Scott's, make it. 
Th ese emergency issues " ·ere made and used in Turkey, in that part where the 
r eYolution to oYerthrow the Sultan began and continued. Mr. Bloch believes 
that these 1919-1922 stamps should be catalogue-listed as a part of Turkey, not 
treated as a separate country. (H. M. G.) 

Meeting of January 19, 1966 

Russian Offices Abroad 

Th e exh ibitor and speaker on tl1 e above night was Mr. J{urt Adler. Before 
rend ering a report on his display, the introductory remarks made about Mr. 
Adl er hy the Program Co-chairman, Herbert J. Bloch, should be of interest to 
the readers of this magazine, especially those who enjoy classical music. 

Jfr. Kurt Adll' r \Yas horn in 1907 in Nenkaus, Bohemia, which at that time 
mis A 11strim1; it. is 110\\' in Czechoslovakia. He studied music in Vienna, 
Austria becoming a <-.011cel't pianist. Next, he became a conductor at the Berlin 
State Opera. Three years of opera conducting in Prague and also in other 
parts o[ Europe followed. 

·wh en Hitl er came to power in Germany in 1933, Mr. Adler went to Kiev, 
Russia mo; conductol' ot' the State Opera . Since he spoke the Czech language, 
he did not rneountcr ;111_,. difficult~· with speaking Russian. He remained in 
K ie\· until J935, whrn he transi'encd to Stalingrad until 1937. In that year 
he returned to Prague antl Vienna, as a conductor at both State opera hou ·es. 

A ftcr the Nazis took o\·er Austria, in the fall of 1938 he left, later coming 
to the Unitrd States. During his first years in America, he was a concert 
pianist. 

In 19-1-3, he joined the famous Metropolitan Opera in New York City as 
chorusmaster aml assistallt conductor. He still is with the Metropolitan Opera, 
now as one of its head conductors. On the night aftel' his Collectors Club 
display anJ lectul'C' , he conducted " l\[anon Lescault," follo\\·ed two nights later 
with '' Sarnso11 and Delilah.' ' 

Recently, l\fr. Kurt Adler has written a book about music which has 
proven so popn la l', that the first edition is sold out. 

The report of his philatelic exhibit on January 19th by Mrs. Edith Faul­
stich now follo\\"S: 
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Fig . I . An e xce ptional cover with Russian Offices in C hi na st a mps se nt in I 90b from Sink ia ng , 
China to Switze rland . The compl et e description of thi s is found in t he t ext on page 170. 

\\Then Mr. Adler iook the fioor, he expressed grateful appreciation for 
beiug asked 1o add1·ess such an importanL philatelic oToup, but stated he was 
not used to lecturing to such an audience and thought eomlueting thr Metropoli ­
tan Opera orchestra 'rns far easier! Then he went on to deli ,·er one of the finest 
philatelic lectures one might possibly hear. A uthorati ,·e and interesting, with 
a spark or humor, 1\lr . .Adlt'r pointed to his con•rs and told us that he showed 
1his particular phase of his collecting because hr thought it would be of more 
int en•st to collrctors as iL Louched on so many different countries. 

'· Therr m:e nearly 300 Russian offices abroad,'' he said, and added that 
ll1 is competes ouly with Great Britain in quantity. 

H e explainrcl that Russia wanted places in Europe where there were warm 
watc>r pOl'ts; also in China, so it could use the so-called Silk Roads and Tea 
Hoad to cany lwr t rmlc 1 o J•;urope and Asia. Then, he discussed TPO 's and 
rnilrnad ma1·kings . 

• \.bout 1781, the first Lrnde rnutes of Russia we1·e developed through Ro­
mania and Bulgai·ia then under Turkish rule. Others were located at ports on 
thr Yellow Sea, in China, Korea, Japan, Mongolia a11J Sinkiang. 

Jn discussing Offices, he explained that one had to distinguish between 
the morr or less µrmrnnent aJH] the often-mo\'ing 011es, in times of war. 

However , us a lover of Field Post mail'l'ial, he il'eatecl us to an anay of 
markings from nn·ions wan; a11J told many i11Le1·esting stories. After the 
Boxer· R ebellion in China, the Rnssiaus were supposed to demobilize their 
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Fig . 2. A crude provisional handstamp of the Russian Post Office in Peking, China used on a cover 
during the 1900 Boxer Rebellion, when the foreign Consulates in China were under siege . Th e 
rectangula r postmark in the center at the bottom was hit on arrival in Kuldzha , Sinkiang on August 
19, 1900. Th e letter was registered there, and again cancelled, as seen on the Russian postag e 
stamp. This cover went by a roundabout route and took three months to deliver. This provisional 
handstamp is not recorded in any philatel ic literature. 

occupation tl'Oops. Actually, they ha<l F ield Post cancels; these were still in 
use at the time of the J apanese-Russian War in 1904-1905. 

When Roman ia took part in the Russian-Turkish W ar, Bulgaria was liber­
ated by the Russians as some of the covers pointed up. But the strangest part 
of the story is that a monument in that country, of the Iiussian Czar Alexander 
II , still remains in Sofia in these Communist t imes. H e also told us most of 
the material from this area were Army F ield P osts and that at least twenty 
wc1·c known in Bulgaria; one, a post office marking, the rest postal depart­
ments. Later, Russia had civil postal services in Bulgaria and displayed were 
bilingual town names on some of the covers. 

The Russian Company of Trade and Navigation also had offices on the 
coast of the Black Sea. Covers were shown from these points. 

Mr. Adler to l<l an interesting story about Alaska which used to belong to 
Russia. '' To<lay,'' he said, ''almost eyery American philatelist is cager for 
co1Tespon<lrnce from early Alaska. But in 1867, when Russia dominated the 
scene, almost noth ing exists.'' He <lid mention script money printed on seal­
skin which is very desirable. There are only two or three copies lmown. They 
,,·erc printed for t he employees of the Russian-American Trading Company. 
The on ly conesponclence known is one letter received by an American business­
man. It had no postal markings. 

Recently, Mr. A<ller decided to make inquir ies in Moscow. By some strnke of 
:fate, he received an answer; the Moscow correspondent became cooperative. 
Then, an American librarian heard the story. H e began to delve, as a curator, 
into boxes an<l found a number of papers from the time that the Russians held 
Alaska. Most of these were clerical accounts of business to and from the 
Mother Church in Russia and in California . 'l'here were no postmarks. It is 
believed that some were carried by Russian and American ships. 

Next were Austrian Lloyd postmarks on Russian stamps. We learned 
that tl1e fo·st commei·cial Russian post offices in Turkey were established in 
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1781, and that the route from Russia was across the Danube River through 
Romania to Constantinople. H e showed an early stampless cover from Buch­
arest elated 1826. 

Th ere \\·er e 1899 Crete covers with proYisional stamps; Russian Offices in 
P ersia and coYers of Russian Consulates. Many were from hard-to-find small 
towns where only one or two specimens are known to exist. 

H e showed a P ersian entire \\' r itten bY an American Red Cross nurse in 
·world \Var I , which carried a Russian Fi~ld Post cancel. 

·with all his searching, he yearned for early post office markings from 
Khim., but could ne,·er find one. Nor ·was there any explanation for this in 
phil atelic books. Th en, one day 'ras discovered a book written by an English 
lad~- journalist, in \Yhi ch she told of the postal problems in Khiva. She stated 
catagori ca lly that no actual post office existed in KhiYa until 1916. So finally, 
the answ('r was found. 

lVlongolia, now a Republic, first , from 1878, used Russian stamps with a 
hrushm a rk through th('m . One co,·n dakcl 1923, when Mongolia became in­
depend('nt, hu t h:id no stamps yet, h :if1 :i postma1·k that was initiall ed by the 
postm a stel'. 

Unusual covers from. Black Sea ports, from Field Post Offices in Turkey, 
and f rom 1\1Loun t A thos \r('re displayed. In this la st-named place, many nation­
n lities haw monasteries, therefore millions and millions of rubles poured in 
from Russia. It seems that those, who sinned, felt a donation to Mount Athas 
would sa»e their soul. Mr. Adler showed the first known cover from Gallipoli , 
with a cancrl of R.O.P .T.T. elated 18!19, to Constantinople, ancl onr of 1907 
(Vig. 3). 

" H oly Land covers are very scarce,'' he told us "as so many Israel col­
lectors now seek them for their collections.'' H e showed on e from Acre with 
a Russian postmark, and also one from H aifa. 

THE COMMERCIAL COMPAN Y OF SA.LONICA,' 'LlMlTED. 

Fig . 3. This cover is from the Russian Post Office in Cavall a, a seaport on the Aegean Sea . It is 
frank e d with two 20 para s stamps of th e Russian Offices in Leva nt 1903 issue. The cancelldtion is 
a larg e :>va l one date d July 11, 1907 of th e Russian Company for Shipping & Trad e (R.0.P.l.T.). It 
is addressed in Greek manuscript to an Orthodox Church official in the Mt. Athos monaste ry. The 
cover travelled by sh ip to Salon ica , where it received the transit arrival mark of the Russian Post 
Office in Salonica on July 12 , 1907 and also the departure marking dated July 15 , 1907. Probably 
because it is not registered no Mt. Athos arrival mark wa s hit on the back . 
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ln his China section, he featured a P eking 1900 two-line Boxer Revolut ion 
Em ergency Legation postmark, when it was under siege. The Russian post 
office was busy, it could not get a canceller, so they fabricated one for this 
emer genc.v use. Three years later , wh en things were normal again, the cancel 
was used as a registrat ion marking 

}frr e is what 1\fr. Adler described about the Figitre 1 cover. 
This is a 1906 reg iste1·cd mail cover from the preYiously unrecorded Im­

pe1·ia l Russia Consul ate at ll rnmchi, Sinkiang, China. It is cancell ed Jun e 22, 
] 906. 

Although most likely philatelic, it has the proper rate for registered mail, 
20 kopecks, paid by six low denominations of the 1899 Russinn Offices in China 
issu e (Scott Nos. 1 to 5). 

The " R " in circle on the front was the registration marking applied 
when mailed at Urumchi. This cover is addressed to Switzerland. The re­
ceiving mark on the back is August 15, 1906. There is another backstamp of 
l'rumchi of Jun e 29 , 1906. This no doubt was the da ~r of the cover's depar ture. 

It was probabl~r sen t first by camel to the Russian p ost office in Chuguchak, 
Sinkiang, where it arrived on J uly 13, 1906. There the Registration label seen 
in the lower left corner was affixed. 

Al so at Chuguchak, six 2 kopecks regular postage stamps were affixed to 
the back of th e cover . This extra postage of 22 kopecks is an overpayment; 
it was not needed. The extra Russian stamps probably " ·ere put on at the 
r equest of th r send er to make srn ·e that his letter would be speedil ~r forwarded 
to Russia. 

Also on the back arc the transit arrival and depar ture postmarks of 
Ber g-iopol, on the Russian sid t' of th e bon.lt> r in 1ht' Prn \· in et' of S in kiang. 
F rom there it travelled by r ail to Russia, and then on to its destination. 

Ship letters were of interest . Mr . Adler showed one sent from Shanghai 
to Vladivostok addressed to a capta in on a Br it ish ship . It arrived there after 
he had sailed and he r eceived it a year later in London. 'f here were also 
steamer cancellations from Vladivostok to Odessa and to Shanghai. P ort Ar­
thur which had been leased by the Russians to build a fortress existed until 
the J apanese took it over in 1905. W e were shown post cards with Darien 
ship cancels anc.1 transit marks. Th e speaker said that a collector could write 
H complete history of the Russo-J apanese W ar by sim ply studying these covers 
and their markin gs. 

Other it.ems such as telegraph office mail, mixed frankings and so many 
other desirable itrms were there to see and hear about. 

" Th ese dayfl," Mr. Adler concluded, " I conduct opera in Romania not 
onl y because 1 want to perform in that country, but mainly because it affords 
me a chance to spend all my spare t ime searching, ever searching for stamps 
and coYers. '' 

Meeting of February 16, 1966 

H awaii 

The full t itle of this display and lecture by Mr. H arold E . L evitt of 
P acif ic P alisades, California was " H awaii , from early stampless covers to the 
' Missionaries' through the 'Numerals' to the later issu es of postage stamps. " 
Mr. Levitt had come on all the way from California, a11d a full house was on 
hand to hear this W est Coast philatelist. 

As Mr. H erber t J. Bloch, the P rogram Committee Co-chairman pointed out 
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Fig . I. An unused and a cancelled copy of the famous 5c Missionary stamp (Scott No. 2) both 
are Type I. (All ph otos by t he Albert Duval Studi os of Los An ge les, Calif . ) 

in his intl'oduction , l\Ir. T_,evitt 's collection of Ha,rnii had gained fame in ex­
hibitions in t he last two years. It gained t"·o Grand A\rnrds in regional stamp 
shows in California. When shown for the first time in severe international 
competition, in June 1965 at vVIPA '65 in Vienna, Austrin. Mr. T_,evitt 's Hawaii 
was awarded a silYer-gil t , one of the higher medals. 

lVlr. i:.,evitt fill ed the wall frames and showed much of his material on 
color slides. This r ep01t is taken from his notes, as follows: 

In reviewing the philatelic history of Hawaii, one must bear in mind that 
the first prominent Caucasian residents \\·ere the missionaries, who arrived April 
-J., 1820. At this time the Hawaiians, though versed in primitive geography, 
navigation, and national history, had no written language. During the next 
decade, the missionaries devised an English alphabet from the phonetics of the 
Hawai ian language and also taught many Hawaiians to read and write their 
own language. In fact, in about twelve years, 80 percent could read and write. 

To collect and study the stamps of H awaii, one must really study the 
people and their language and enjoy their culture and way of life as much as 
their climate. The vocabulary of the Hawaiian tongue is rather limited com­
pm·ed to English. 

By 1840, a Constitution had been adopted; by 1852 Hawaii was moving 
well forward towards the need for a postal system. Because of this, in 1851, 
th e first adh esive stamps, commonly known as the ''Missionaries,'' were issued. 

In Jess than GO yeal'S Hawaii became pal"t of the United States by an­
nexation , and U. S. stamps were then used. Thus, in less than half a century, 
a \\Titten language was devised and a postal s.vstem was perfected, rnn its com­
p lete rom·se, and finally was in corporated into a posta l s~1 stem of a large country. 

Stampless Covers 

The first of Hawaii 's stampless covers falls in the era prior to 1850. The 
most authorative source material of this era undoubtedly is the book of Henry 
Meyer and Rear Admiral Harris, published in 1948 by the Philatelic Founda­
tion, '' The Stamps of Hawaii. '' The Meyer-Harris text divides the early 
stampless covers into four periods, as follows: 

1. The First P eriod - Prior to Novemb er 1850 
Covers of this period are easily recognizable. In this period, any person 

m Honolulu, who wanted to send a letter to America, simply found out when 
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one of the local Ycssels in port was scheduled to sail and handed his letter to 
the ship's captain. The person paid the captain nothing, as letters at that 
time were usually sent collect. After reaching port, the captain turned the 
letters in to the post office and received 2 cents for each. These are known as 
'' Ship 's Letters.' ' 

The charge for them were the ship letter rates of 1852, which were only 
slightly modified in 1879. If the letter was delivered in the same city, where 
the ship made port, the rate was 6 cents; if delivered in any other city, it was 
2 cents plus the zone rate. The latter was 6 cents for not over 30 miles; 10 
cents for 30 to 80 miles; 121/z cents for 80 to 150 miles; 18%, cents for 150 to 
400 miles; and 25 cents for over 400 miles. Still within this first period, 
these rates were reduced to 5 cents on July 1, 1854 for under 300 miles and to 
JO cents for over 300 miles. 

Th e earl~- covers in this first period contained no stamps and no postal 
marking of the Hawaiian Islands, because there was no official Hawaiian postal 
system. 'l'h ese letters were really sent priYately b:v the captain of the ship, 
who might be called an independent forwarding agent. During this same 
period, the people of Honolulu, not wishing to be wholly dependent on locating 
Yessels and their departure time, also used many of the forwarding companies. 
Examples of such covers were displayed in the frames. 

2. The Second Period - November 1 to December 20, 1850 
Shortly after the Treaty of 1849, the Philatelic Foundation book notes a 

second period oYer a span of less than two months. The Hawaiian postage 
rate in this period was 6 cents under the Act of 1846, or 10 cents in the 
slightly later decree of 1850. 

3. The Third P eriod - December 21, 1850, to June 30, 1851 
A definite rate of postage was established in the third period: 10 cents 

for each single-weight letter , 2 cents for each newspaper, and 21/2 cents per 
sheet for each pamphlet. These rates were added to the postage of the countries 
of transit or destination. Th e United States rate was then added. As in­
clicated previously, the U.S. rate was 5 cents for under 300 miles and 10 cents 
for over 300 miles. Basic cost to the Eastern States was 40 cents; while in 
California it was 121/2 cents. 

During this period we came to the first true Hawaiian postmark - a 
straight-line handstarnp ,which reads " Honolulu, Hawaiian Is., Date." (Two 
of these were in the frames. ) The earl:v handstamps were blue; later ones 
\rrre black. 

4. '1.'he Foilrth Period- July 1 to September 12, 1851 
In the fourth period, Hawaiian rates remained un changed from those in 

the third , but U. S. r ates were greatly reduced to 3 cents, if prepaid, for letters 
under 3,000 miles antl to 5 cents, if not prepaid. Letters sent o\·er 3,000 miles 
were charged 6 cents, if prepaid, and lO crnts if not prepaid. 

Covers Bearing S tamps 

1. 'l 'h c M issionnries 
The no\\· famous "lVlissionar ies" were issued in the period from September 

13, 1851 to March 31, 1855. Missionaries were issued in 2, 5, and 13 cent 
denominations (Fig. 1). Each was issued to two types: (a) Type I, in 
which the letter " P " of the worJ " Postage " is indented from the letter "H" 
in "Hawaii" aboYe it, and (b) Type II, in which the "H" of "Hawaii" and 
the " P " of " Postage" are set almost exactly aligned. 
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Fig. 2. The 18b8 13c dull rose with both Types I and II "Specimen" overprints, which Mr. Levitt 
reports is hithe rto unrecorded in philatel ic literature . 

Also of interest is that although the " Missionaries" arc supposedly always 
pri ntcd on pelure paper, this is not necessarily true. "Missionaries" also have 
been found printed on "super-fine linen," ·which is somewhat like pelure pap cl'. 

2. B oston Engraved I ssue 
Shor tly after the use of '' Missionaries'' and prior to the issuance of the 

" Numerals," the Kingdom of Hawaii issued a 5c blue and a 13c red of King 
Karn ciiameha III. 'rhe first of this issue was engraved in Boston, Mass ., by 
Dearborn and printed by Hollander of London. It has since been referred to 
as the " Boston Engraved Issue." 'rhese stamps were placed on sale in Hono­
lu lu in May 1853. However, after about two years, the 13c became almost 
useless because of the change in the U.S. postage rates. The rate to the 
EastC' m States had been 6 cents if prepaid, otherwise 10 cents. But on April 
1, 1855, the rate became 10 cents either way; the complete rate, therefore, was 
17 c. There was absolutely no wa~· of making a 17 cents rate with any combina­
t ion of H awaiian stamps then in use. This new rate and the use of U.S. 
stamps not only severely curtailed the need for the 13 cents Hawaiian stamp, 
but greatly in creased the demand for the 5 cents blue. 

The 5c blue. Actually, the 5 cents blue comes with four printings - the 
first , on a thick wove paper; the second, in a pale bright blue color shade on 
thin paper; the third, on thin blue paper; and the fourth was by Postmaster 
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Fig. 3. The Sc "N um eral" a complete pane of 
I 0 of the February, 1865 issue, Setting XVI, ex­
Ferrary. 

Da ,·id K alaka ua , \\"ho late r hccame the last· Kin g of l-J am1 ii an<l issu <•d sn·ern l 
stamps bearin g his own portrait. 

In November 1911, Bruce Cart\nig-l1t, .Jr. published a pamphlet on the 
plating of the 5c blue, accompa nied by a chart showing· the rnillemetei-s of 
difference in spacing between stamps. Unfortun ately, Mr. Cartwright eithe t· 
lelt much of the work to others and <lid not proofread - 01.· the printer imbibed 
heaYily the local beYe1·agc• of the Islands, called " Okolehao." At any rate, as 
the natiYes " ·ould say, someone \\"as certainly ' ' pupule. ' ' In this chart is 
shom1 a hori zontal difference bet\\·een stamp positions 8 and 12 in the plate 
and the Yertical difference bet\reen position Nos. 9 a nd 10, when in fact these 
stamps do not join in those positions, but exactly the opposite. To compound 
the enor, the millimeter spacing·s are not correct in many positions. (The 
basic plating of the 5e blu e is shown in the frames. I shall soon complete a 
short definitiv e article on this subject, which I hop to submit to the editor of 
the COLL.ECTOR~ CLUB PH ll,A'l'ELIS'I'.) 

'1.'he 13c B ed . In l\'[ay 1953, Robert C. IL Lee of H awaii attempted the 
plating of this stamp and deduced that, from the numeral '' 13 " in the lower 
lefthand corner, ' 'it is almost possible to plate this denomination by the char-
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actrristics of the 13 alone.'' Dr. Lee also vvas incorrect. He presumably 
studird a re-issued plating; he did not ha Ye the advantage we have now of 
stuclying the largest knO\rn block of the original 1853 issue. The plating 
enors he noted in the lower lefthand corner are by no means constant. (Very 
shortly, using the basic plate you " ·ill note in the frame, an article on this 
should be completed.) 

The N imierals 
Thr "Numeral " issup romes close to being Mr. Levitt's favorite stamps 

of Ha\\·aii - perhaps herause they are so indicatiYe of the primative method 
of t.,·1wsrtti11g that one expects from early Hawaii , or perhaps because they 

k...~ ........ ··~· ....... _,.,._ 

... 
{ ~'° ... £ .zi~;;,,_. 

Fig. 4. The 2c perforated stamp of 1864 (Scott No. 31) shown used bisected on two covers. The 
top one went to Guernsey, The Channel Islands, England ; the bottom one to York, Penna . 
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lend thcmsches so i·ea<lily to allowing each man to give Ycnt to the Sherlock 
Holmes in him in plating or reconstructing the sets. Mr. Levitt 's interest in 
the Nume1·als was first aroused by the late Warren Colson - a New England 
stamp dealer and member of the Collectors Club, who died a few years ago in 
his 90 's. In his opinion, Colson knew more about the plating of the Numerals 
than any man who lived in his time. 

In 1909 Henry J. Crocker wrote his famous book, " The Hawaiian Nu­
merals.' ' Howc,·cr, Mr. J_,cvitt noticed two discrepancies. First, in the plating 
of Scott No. 17, he did not have Position 10, so he merely substituted another 
position for it. This has been pointed out man~· times since - b,v Mr. Colson 
in his lifetime and b.'· others. Therefore, that plating by Crocker is incorrect. 

In additio11, Crn('ker's Plate 16 of the 5 cent dark blue on the deep-blue 
paper is also inconect. He did not have available to him for study the full 
pane of ten from the l<'rrral'.'. Collection, which also was in one of the frames . 
Th e Meyer-Harris book points out that this full pane of ten has ncYet· been pub­
licized and that all platings of this stamp \\·ere based on Crocket"s plate and 
arc, therefore, erroneous. 

King Kamehameha IV, or the Boston Lithographed Issue 

Perforated Stamps 
Only one sheet of imperforatcd Hawaiian stamps " ·as known to haYe slipped 

by the examiners of the American Bank Note Company. On the 2c bro,·rn and 
the 2c rose, which show King David Kalakau, at times one side of the sheet was 
straight-edged. These arc the only Hawaiian stamps so issued. 

On July 1, 1870, the Hawaiian-U. S. postage rate became 6 cents. The 6c 
grncn stamp did not anfrc in Hawaii until late spring 1871. Therefore, there 
\\·rt·c onl,v two wa~·s of prepaying this rate: (a) by using three 2c stamps or 
(h ) hy using a Ge stamp and a bisect of a 2c. 'J'hc 2c orange-red is the only 
genuine Hawaiian bisect used in this manner. lVlr. L evitt showed two such 
bisects on cornrs - one to the United States and the other to England (l<'ig. 4 ) . 
There are many fraudulent bisects on coYeI', as the Philatelic Foundation book 
points out. 

Re-perforated issues of Hawaii are noted by Scott as p!:'l'forated 12; un­
doubtedly the finest article on perforations \\·as authored by Winthrop S. Boggs, 
published by the Collectors Club in 1954.* He noted the 1864 issue as actually 
gauging 11.85 and 11.95. 

Meeting of March 2, 1966 

Poland - The Cracow Issues 

Mr. Myron K Steczynski, a well-knmrn Polish specia list of: Chicago, Ill., 
opened his display and lecture with the fol lowing statement: 

''The Cmkow overprints of 1919 are uot on I~· Poland ·s se::i rcest stamps, 
but are as fascinating and as search-provok in g as any issue of any country. As 
few as fifteen of the scal'cest and as man~· as 100,000 of thr most plentiful 
denomination were issued." 

The ovei·pl'ints wel'e counterfeited - eYen prirntely reprinted from the 

*''Early American Perforating Mn chines and Perforations '' 1857 ·1867'' by Winthrop S. 
Boggs. Published by the Collectors Club, 22 East 35 Street, New York, N. Y. 10016. 
(Copies are still :wailable at $1.00. ) 
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10 Krone Postage (Scott No. 55). This is perhaps 
Poland's most glamorous sta mp. Only 440 were 
overprinted by lithography making this the scarc­
est stamp outside of the Postag e Dues. The 
color of the basic stamp is violet, although som e 
deep violet color shades exist . 

original type, but with expert knowledge and scientific data, the good can be 
separated from the bad. The typographed issues can be plated. Qualified 
experts are found in Poland, America, Britain, Sweden, The l etherlands, Ger­
many and other countries. 

All pertinent data have been firmly fixed and are recorded in black and 
white. Any element of doubt has been removed. Most of the bad copies appear 
to have fled. The catalogue value of these stamps, especially the scarcer de­
nominations, has soared significantly to reflect their true value. This is due 
largely to the fact that the path is clearly open for any dealer or collector to 
have his Crakow issues examined by a recognized expert. 

ViThen Poland 's independence was restored after World War I , Austrian 
stamps were still in circulation in that part of Poland recovered from Austria. 
The supply of definiti ve Polish stamps was being prepared. Since these same 
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I 0 Haller Postage Due (Scott No. J2) sca rc ity 
is even g reater than is indicated by t he qua n­
t ity of 150. 

Austrian stamps were demonetized in newly-created neighboring countries, the 
stock of Austrian stamps in Poland were quickly overprinted as of J anuary 10, 
1919 ; they are listed as Scott Nos. 41-60, Jl-J12 and Pl-P5. 

Four distinct settings were used. Settings 1 and 2 were overprinted by 
letterpress (typography ); settings 3 and 4 were lithographed. 

The words POCZTA and POLSKA were cast in linotype slugs while the 
r hombas were being set by hand. The upper slug carried the word POCZTA 
five times, while the lower slug also had the word POLSKA five times. The 
many different alignments of the slugs and rhombi created considerable dif­
ferences in the rel ation of the three lines to each other. 

All the printings for Setting 1 was on a 100-stamp form. The linotype 
slugs for the upper left quarter of the sheet were cast in one setting of matrices 
wher e the th in " Z " in POCZTA in the fourth and fifth columns is typical. 
The slugs for the remaining three quarters of the sheet were cast in another 
setting of matrices where the raised ''A '' in the fifth and tenth columns of 
POLSKA is typical. 

Setting II vvas formed by linotype slugs and rhombi similar to those in 
Setting I, but from entirely different type. Linotype slugs for the top two 
rows of the words POCZTA and for the first three rows of the words POLSKA 
were made in the same second set of matrices, as they were used for the top 
right quarter and the bottom half of Setting I. The remaining linotype slugs 
were made in a third set of matrices. 

B eing an entirely different printing form, the position of the slugs in 
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relation to each other and the location of the rhombi, therefore, are entirely 
different from Setting I. The many Yarious characteristics, and flaws, both in 
the letters and the rhombi are likmdse entireh- cl ifferrnt. 

'l'h is second setting 'rns first fitted for the. small l'e< l Aust l'i a n Postage Dur 
stamps, but then was altrrnatrl:v rnlarged aml reduc d to fit the rhangin g 
sizrs of the sherts and at thr same time inadnrtentlv shifted ns -follows: 

Setting IIA is the originnl srtting of the linotyp~ slugs to fit sheets of 100 
of the small Postage Dues. 

Setting JIB is the Yertical expansion of the entire form to fit four of the 
larger stamps. 

Setting ITC is a reduction in size to fit sheets of the smaller Newspaper 

10 Krone Postage Du e (Scott No. JIO). Only 40 
of the ultramarine postage due stamps of Austria 
were overprinted by lithography in an orange-red 
transparent ink , so that it is an extremely scarce 
item. The above example is a beautiful copy 
because it shows clearly the characteristic LS of 
POLSKA to distinguish it from spurious copies. 
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stamps; there were five denominations. 
Setting IID is the lower half of the form re-arranged to fit the Hi haller 

Postage Due stamps. 
Setting IIE is the vcr tiral expansion of the lower half to fit the larger 6 

hall er remainders. 
Setting I ff . This particular fo rm , together with t he large Austl'ian Krnne 

denominations of Setting I V, was lithographed. The setting was confi ned to 
the 2!> / 80 ha ll er in full sheets of 100. This represents the onl y change in 
n il nc when the K rakow overprints were bring printed. Certain ind ications in 
t he ent i1·c sheet arc repeated in every block of ten stamps, showing that this 
setting was made of ten simil ar blocks consisting of two hol'i wntal rows of 
fi1·r stamps each. 

Setting IV-A. Most of the 2 Krone and all the Krone stam ps of Anstria 
wrrr oYerprin ted in sheets of 100 designated as Settin g IV-A . 

. . Setting JV -B . A square segment to overp1·int twenty-five stamps from 
thr bottom of the -full sheet, denoted as Setting IV-B was used for the re­
mainder of the 2 Krone and for all the 4 and 10 Krone Austrian stamps. 

S etting I V-0. An undeterm ined hlock from the upper half of the form 
of: 100 was used to overprint the large 1, !) and 10 Krone Austrian Postage 
Dnes with an absorbent orange-red ink. 

I nverts. Seven denominations are found with the invrrted overprint. 
Some of these are rare, it is beli eved that only a few stamps or portion o-f a 
shret were accidentally splicrd upside down. 

Donble Overpri11ts. Doubl e impressions nre founcl onl y on threr stamps. 

This meeting o-f Mr. Steczynski's ranked among the most interesting and 
profound for those interested in philatelic scholarship. The plating work with 
overprints, th at ha.Ye been counterfeited and pri vatel~r reprinted from the 
01·igin nl type, crrn he clnssed as srientific philately o-f the highest degree. 

T he following have qualified for membership in T he Collectors Club and have 
been duly elected by the Board of Governors: 

5134 Richard P . Hoover, Elizabeth, N. J. Collects United States. 
5135 Francis A. Sly, Kew Gardens, N. Y. Collects Greece, E uropa, United 

Nations. 
!)136 W illiam L. Learn, Easton, Pa. Collects Sports, Olympics. 
5137 Rev. Kenneth E . Wheeling, Massena, N. Y. Collects United States. 
5138 Joseph D. Schwartz, Sacramento, Calif. Collects Palestine, I srael. 
5139 Kurt Adler, New York, N. Y. Collects Russia. 
5140 Sydney A. Lazarus, Glen Ridge, N. J. Collects United States, United 

Nations, Duck stamps. 
5141 J ack E . Stiverson, LaJ olla, Calif. Collects Vatican, United States, Bri­

tish Commonwealth. 
5142 Capt. Robert P. Odenweller, K. I. Sawyer AFB, Mich. Collects New 

Zealand . 
5143 William F. Rapp, Jr., Crete, Nebr. Collects Hungary. 
5144 Forrest M. Morris, J r., Hattiesburg, Miss. Collects United States, United 

Nations. 
5145 Oscar Cucurullo, Jr., Santo Domingo, Dom. Rep. Collects Dominican 

Republic. 
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Bool~ Reviews 
'l'he StamzJs of Italy Used Abroad. Pnrt Four; Dodecan ese : Clwlki to Piscopi. 
S. D . Tchil ing'hirian an<l Rag. R. Berna<lelli. 83 pp., 15 pp. of illustrations, 
5 maps, papercovers. Harris Publications, Ltd., 27 Maiden I.Jane, London, 
W. C. 2, England. Price $6.00. 

Part ]!'our of this Reries maintaills the authors' high standards. The 
" ·calth of non-philatelic information regarding some of these microscopic isles 
is amazing and Yen· useful to a n understanding of the ai·ea 's postal history 
<1nd thr scm·cit_,. of material. Both the political and postal history of each 
island is recounted, placing each in its proper perspective and making fascinat­
in g reading. 

As in the case of the preceding parts, the markings of the Turkish and 
eapitu latory post offices are treated, as well as the subsequent Italian period. 
Greek post offices are touched upon, as the case may indicate. 

Even such a comparati,·ely small isle as Cos, with its 115 square miles and 
population of 16,000, requires eighteen pages to detail ; one is certain that more 
information " ·ill turn up. Leros is subject to twenty-six pages of text and 
illustrations, conring its Yarious vicissitudes from the late 19th century through 
Italian, British, Germa11, a srcond British occupation, and then the Greek 
military regime in 1947. 

Under Patmos, there is an explanation of the "Sun God" stamps of 1912. 
Other islands given an exhaustive treatment are Lipsos, Nisiro, Piscopi, and 
their islets. All available source material on the postal history of the islands 
has been consulted. 

The pricing follows that of the preceding parts. It is easy to see that one 
could spend a lifetime amassing a collection from this interesting area and yet 
never achieve completeness, since material is too scarce and dispersed. It would, 
however, he an intriguing and highly educational task. (Dr. Gordon H. 'l'orrey) 

Zumstein Spccictlized Catalogue of the Postage Stwm.ps of Switzerlnnd and 
Liechtrnstein . XVIllth E<lition , 1966. Pnblishf'd hy .Zumstein Cie., Propr. 
Hertsch Co .. BPrn. Switzcrlanil . !150 p<lges, rlothbound " ·i.th 1,870 il lustrations. 
Introduction in F'rench and .English. text in GPrm<ln. Prire Rw. Fcs. 14.70 
($3.75 U.S.). 

Th e 18th edition of this indispensable catalogue of the stamps of Switzer­
lanfl arnl l Ji.erhtenstein has just heen pu hlished. Though the last edition ap­
r eared on ly two years ago, an overall revision of prices has become necessary, 
hecause of the wry strong market activity in the stamps of Liechtenstein and 
Switzerland. The collector will find quite a number of varieties, plate flaws 
and retouches catalogued for the first time. Countless details about each issue 
offrr a trnstworthy hase -for better knowledge in the field. 

The Library Committee reports the acquisition of the following : 

JI 01itsermt b.v L. E. Brit110r. Publishe<l b:v the British West Indies Study 
Circlr. 196G. (Paper No. 4) 95 pages. Illustratrd . Ringbinder. Paper 
cover. Courtesy of Mr. P. T. Saunders. 

U. S. 1851-'60 Cltro11icle, Nos. 35-4G and 50. Gift of Mr. Mo1timer L. Neinken. 
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The Bridger & Il.riy Commonwerilth Critalogue of King George VI Postage 
Stamps. 1966-67 11th Edition. Bridger & Kay Ltd., London, England. 
169 pages. Illustrated. Clothbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Horses on Stamps by Ruth Y. Wetmore. American Topical Association, Mil­
waukee, ·Wisconsin. 60 pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. Courtesy of the 
publisher. 

Ccdaloyo U nificailo y 1Cspecializado de Espltna 1965. Published by the Grupo 
Naciona l dr Comerciantes Filatelicos, Madrid-Barcelona, Spain. 227 pages. 
Illustrated. Span ish text. Gift of Mr. Theo. Van Dam. 

Catalogo lfnificado de Espana 1966. Published by the Grupo Nacional de 
Comerciantes Filatclicos, Madrid-Barcelona, Spain. 160 pages. Illus­
trated. Spanish text. (lift of Mr. Theo. Van Dam. 

Priced Catalogue of Postal Stationery of the World, Section 2, Baden to Bu­
sh ire. Edited by Edward Fladung. Published by Higgins & Gage, Incor­
porated, Pasadena, California. 93 pages. Illustrated. Loose-leaf. Cour­
tesy of the publisher. 

Hocket Mail Cafologue, Vol. SB. Second Supplement. By Dr. Max Kronstein. 
Published by Fritz Billig, J arnaica, N. Y. Courtesy of HJMR Co., Miami 
Beach, Fla. 

The Student's Dictionary, English-II ebrew, H ebrew-English. Edited by Ben­
jamin Benari, Ph.D. Press of Shulsinger Brothers, New York, N. Y. 
290 pages. Hard cover. Gift of Mr. Paul P. Lindenberg. 

Duck Stamp Data,. United States Drpartment of the Interior. Fish and ·wild­
life Service. U. S. G0Yel'11TI1ent Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 40 
pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

The N ew Soiith Wriles Philcitelic Annual for 1965. Published b~- the Philatelic 
Soc i rt~r of New South Wales, Sydney, N. S. vV. 30 pages. Paperbound. 
Comtrsy of the publisher. 

Gifts were received also from : 

Messrs. Ueorge F. Miller, Philip Sih·er , Sol Whitman and Aero Philatelists. 

Purchased by the Library : 

The 'l'imes Atlas of the i\lorld, Vols. 1-V. Mid-Century Edition. Edited b~­
John Bartholomew, l\I.C., :M.A. Houghton l\Iiffiin Company, Boston, Mass. 

Th e Times Index-Gazetteer of the World. 1965. Published by The Times Pub­
lishing Company Ltd., London , England. 
May 18th 

June 8th 

1966 COMING MEETINGS 

- Philippines and Wenden - John R. Boker, Jr., Scars· 
dale, New York 
THIS MEETING IS IN TRIBUTE TO "SIPEX." 

- Aero Philatelists 
T HIS MEETING LS IN TRIB UTE TO "AEROPEX." 

Summer Recess 
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Are You Interested In 

19th CENTURY ISSUES OF 

U.S. A., BRITISH COMMONWEALTH and EUROPE?? 

If you are, I am sure I can be of assistance by sending - ON 
APPROVAL - some suitable stamps or covers. 

There is something available in most countries. But current stocks 
are largest in U. S. A., CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND, AUSTRIA, 
DENMARK, GREECE, NETHERLANDS and other EUROPEAN COUN­
TRIES as well as BRITISH WEST INDIES and GREAT BRITAIN. 

Why not let me know of your interests, and allow me to prove 
that I can be of help. 

LEO BAR ESCH 
Manfield House 

376/ 9 Strand 
London WC 2, England 
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SCOTT'S MONTHLY STA~IP JOURNAL 

•• 
O TT 'S 

5C 

This prominent philatelic publication is a must if you 
wish to keep your catalogue up-to-date and stay 
abreast of new issues. Each issue carries the Scott 
Chronicle of New Issues - a catalogue supplement 
which lists stamps issued after publication of the 
latest Scott Catalogues. In addition , there are illus­
trated articles, stamp facts , price change informa­
tion , book news and stamp world miscellany. 

A one year subscription to Scott 's Monthly Stamp Journal costs only $4. 
t A three year's subscription is only $11. (In Canada add 50¢ a year for 

postage; in other countries add $1 a year for postage.) 

r--------------------------------~ 
I Please enter my 1 yr. D 2 yr. D 3 yr. D subscription to Scott's Monthly Stamp I 
I Journal. My check D or money order O in the amount of $ is enclosed. I 
I I 
I Name I 
I Address f 
I City one State I 
I SCOTT PUBLICATIONS INC., 1255 Portland Pl., Boulder, Colorado I 
L--------------------------------~ 
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I I 

! SUPERB ITEMS TO SUIT EVERY TASTE ! 
i i 
T BELGI UM 1849 S . G . 1 & 2 fin se lection of impe rf issu es a n d a f 
• beau t iful co llection S. G. 1-27. a ll fine u sed $400.00 • 
•.: BR. EAST AFRICA 1890/ 1897 a r e markable mint and u sed co ll ectio n i 

with most issu es compl ete in c lud ing a ll t h e rare h and s tamps a nd 
::

1111

1 

,la grey impe rf u sed $!)10.00 ii 
JJHAZJL 1843 B ull s Eye 30 reis, S. G. 4. unused $40.(iO 

Bulls Eye 60 re is 1\lagenta can cel . ... . $56.00 
1866 100 re is green with rare ITV Seal Cancell ation $56.00 

f (Se lec tion of late r issu es avail ab le) £ 
:.'; BH. LTISH Ll!:VANT 1916 Salon ica Prov . lf.,d. overprin t o mi tted in f 

pair with no rmal, S. G. Slb, mint $56.00 
BlUTISH SOLOMON IS. 1907 Gd. chocolate Yerlica l pair mint, imperf 

If: be tween . Cat: £ 75 $170.00 I 
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 1853 S G 1 fin e u sed $42.00 

S. G. Ja. huge margins. s upe 1:b · ' $70.00 
8 . G. la, fin e large margined pair $133.00 

• S. G. 3, b lock of four u sed $240.00 f 8. G. 3a. block of four u sed . $250.00 f 
T 8. G. 5b, block of four used $238.00 I 

S. G . 17, r etouched corner $350.00 f A wonderful se lection of a ll v a lu es, including Wood i 
T Bl ocks and covers , a lways a v il, ilable . i 
fffT 1880 Hectangular 3 on 3d . mint Ye rtical pair s howing two types. If S. G. 37 - 38 se -te nant $ l4 0.00 

As above. but fine u sed $140.00 
1 8 7~ :ia. on 4d. b lue. Yariety Pencb. S. G. 34a u . . 38.00 

:lcl. on 4d . b lue, variety THE.EE . u sed. S . G. 34b . $47.50 
1882 1hd. on 3d. variety P of Penny om itted . S. G. 42a. Certifi cate $112.00 

A fine selection fr om our v aried stock 
f Wh en buying or se lling simi lar material , a lways consult:- , 

I w. E. LEA (PHILATELISTS) LTD. i 
I NO. 1, ADELPHI, JOHN ADAM STREET, f 
f STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 2, ENGLAND i 
T . i 

i ............... ~~-~~~:~~-~-~!.~~~~-~ .. !~ ... s.~~ .. !z! ... ~~: ... !:~;:~~~~:.~~~=~~: .. ~:.~~::.~-'!..~~.! ... ~~.~!~!: .............. ; 
Collectors Club Philatelist e e e 
THESE BACK ISSUES are available at the following prices: 

*Vol . 3 ( 1924) 
*Vol . 4 (1925) 
*Vol . 5 (1926) 
*Vol. 7 (1928) 
*Vol. 8 (1929) 
*Vol. 9 (1930) 
*V ol. 10 (1931) 
*Vol. 11 (1932) 
*V ol. 12 (1933) 
*Vol. 13 (1934) 
*Vo l. 14 (1935) 
• v ol. 15 (1936) 
*Vol . 16 (1937) 
*Vol . 17 (1938) 
*Vol. 18 (1939) 
*Vol . 19 (1940) 

*Onl y a few copies 

From 1926 to 1940 
From 1941 to 1960 

Oct . 
Apr ., July 
Oct . 
All issu es 
Oct . 
All issues 
All Iss ues 
Apr., July, Oct . 
Jan., July, Oct. 
All issues 
J an., Apr. 
All issues 
All issues 
All issues 
All Issues 
Apr., July , Oct. 

$3.00 per copy 
2.00 per copy 

Vol . 20 (1941) All Issues 
Vol. 21 (1942) All issues 
Vol . 22 (1943) Jan., Apr., Oct. 
Vol. 23 (1944) All issues 
Vol . 24 (1945) All Issues 
Vol . 25 (1946) All issues 
Vol. 26 (1 947) All Issues 
Vol . 27 (1948) All Issues 
Vol . 28 (1949) J an., Apr. , July 

*''Vol. 29 to 31 (1950-52) All 6 issues 
Vol. 32 (1953) All but Jan. 
Vols. 33 to 44 (1954 to 1965) All 6 

Issues. 

..Starting in 1950, no longer a quar­
terly magazine but 6 iss u es a year. 

--- THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New York , N. Y. 10016 
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At Public Auction - JUNE 7th and 8th 

A Sale of Selected Lots 
of Worldwide 

Rare and Valuable 

AIRPOST 
Stamps and Covers 

Almost every lot is illu strated 

D elu xe Catalog on Request 
(overseas by air $1.00) 

~====-' IRWIN ·rllc. EIMAN 
2 WEST 46th STREET ~ NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 

:)JllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllCllJlllll lll ll CJllllllllllllClllllll llllllCllllllllll lll tlllllllllllllCllll lll llllll tlllllllllllllClllllllllllllCJllllll llllllCllll lll llllllClllllllllllllC(• 
BRITISH COLU MBIA 186 71 $1 green p. 12Y, , Sc, l Oc, 25c, SOc 
perf 14 all with m/s pen-cross ('Specimen'): normal cat £168: 
Very rare $200 

BRI T ISH EAST AFRI CA 1896 complete set of imperf proofs in 
issued colours w ith HAND-PAINTED VALUE TABLETS. 
Unique & of great appeal. (15) $800 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 1855-8 l s deep dark green m int horiz. cor-
ner block of 8 with full sheet margins & m/s 'R. R(ussell ) 296' 
- a rare examiner's mark. Probably unique $910 

CHI NA fascinating pre-stamp corres, mainly to Macoa with many 
m/ s rout ing makings, Ship Letters, etc., fu ll letters refer to 
pirates, politics, etc, etc.: Unique range : nearly 70 items, which 
would make the basis of an article or study ......... ..... $575 

CYPRUS 1882 CA Y, pias emerald green fresh mint - a rare stamp 
so fine & undercat. $168 

F ALKLA N DS 1903 pc showing ship 'Scotia' & signed by Bruce, the 
leader of the Scottish Antarctic Expedition to S. Orkneys : 
brg QV lei & forw'cl with GB EVll l d: of great rarity $225 

OR \,VA Y 1855 4sk blue superb on cover with dated cance l scare $112 
1855 4sk blue wonderful pair with blue-green Vaclso dated ca n-
cels: quite exceptional $215 
1855 4sk blue very fine pair with light bars cancel $127 

PR USSI A 1850 Y, sgr red-orange outstanding pair on P / S env, w ith 
dated cancel: a fine item $140 

S T. V INCENT 1880 5s rose-red well centered & showing sh eet 
wmk : superb mint & a scarce stamp th us when of f ine colour $242 

JOHN TAYLOR 
Wilmington House, 

High Street, East Grinstead, Sussex, England 
185 



THF. COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. 45, NO. a 
-=~~ PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS~~~ 
Publlshed Under The Auspices Of The 

Thaodore E. Steinway Memorial Publlcation Fund 

No. 1 UNITED STATES. 24c AIR MAIL INVERTED CENTER OF 1918 
By Henry M. Goodkind 32 pages . . . 9 Illus .... $1.00 

No. 2 CORRIENTES. THE ISSUES FROM 1856·80 
By Louis Stich 84 pages ... 20 Illus .. . . $2 .00 

No. 3 VENEZUELA, THE EARLY STAMPS 
By C. W. Wickersham 168 pages ... 225 Illus .... $3.95 

No. 5 UNITED STATES. R. F. OVERPRINTS ON AIR MAIL 
By Henry M. Goodkind 64 pages . . . 75 Illus .... $2.00 

No. 6 AUSTRIA. HANDBOOK OF PRE-STAMP POSTMARKS 
By Edwin Mueller 200 pages ... 800 Illus .... $12.50 

No. 7 UNITED STATES. THE TEN CENTS STAMPS OF 1855-59 
By Mortimer L. Neinken 252 pages ... 530 Illus ... . $10.00 

$7.50 to C. C. members 

No. 8 ROBERT MORRIS, POSTMASTER OF NEW YORK 
By Winthrop S. Boggs 206 pages ... 24 Plates ... $25.00 

No. 10 CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA. SPECIAL POSTAL ROUTES 
By Lawrence L. Shenfield 112 pages ... 88 Illus ... . $10.00 

$7.50 to C. C. members 

No. 11 FRENCH COLONIES, THE GENERAL ISSUES 
By Robert G. Stone 118 pages ... 82 Illus .... $2.00 

No. 12 CIVIL WAR PRISONS AND THEIR COVERS 
By Earl Antrim 251 pages ... 176 Illus .... $10.00 

$7.50 to C. C. member~ 

No. 13 HONDURAS, THE BLACK AIR MAIL 
By Irving I. Green 32 pages ... 14 Illus .... $1.00 

No. 14 THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF NEPAL 
By H. D. S. Haverbeck 128 pages . • • 59 Illus .... $5.00 

No. 15 THE PONY EXPRESS 
By M. C. Nathan & W. S. Boggs 105 pages .•• 102 Illus ...• $5.00 

No. 16 MANCHOUKUO 
By Helen K. Zirkle 131 pages . . . 168 Illus .... $5.00 

No. 17 UNITED STATES. THE 1851-57 TWELVE CENT STAMP 
By Mortimer L. Neinken 74 pages .•. 65 Illus .... $4.00 

No. 18 AFGHANISTAN, ITS 20th CENTURY POSTAL ISSUES 
By Frank E. Patterson III 208 pages .. . 225 Illus . . . . $7.50 

No. 19 UNITED STATES, THE Sc BEACON AIR MAIL STAMP OF 1928 
By Henry M. Goodkind 64 pages .. . 90 Illus .... $2.00 

~=THE COLLECTORS CLUB=~ 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y. 10016 
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SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 

of choice 

UNITED ST ATE1S 

Stamps and Cover s 

Auction sales held regularly 

Ca talogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9, Mass. 
SIPEX 
BOOTHS 37-38 

We have produced a special bro­
chure for distribution at our booths 
at the Washington Exhibition. This 
production provides a synopsis of our 
business activities, details of our 
unique auction servi ce with emphasis 
on the fabulou s auction on board the 
QUEE MARY. Al so, plenty of in· 
formation about our world-famous 
auction catalo gues and details of the 
many attractive collections and rare 
stamps which are available for sale 
b y Private Treaty. 

Al so at our booths ... our 1964-65 
R eview and a selection of current auc­
tion catalogues. These catalo~ues 
cover the following sales in London 
and Bournemouth during JUNE. 1st. : 
BRITISH EMPIRE with Gambia, 
Lagoo, New Zealand, ew South 

Wales, iger Coast, Tanganyika. Brit­
ish orth America and British West 
Indies; 3rd. : GENERAL SALE at 
Bournemouth with Canada, U.S. A., 
etc.; 14th.: POST AL HISTORY in· 
eluding Holy Land, etherlands In­
dios and Maritime Mail; 15th.: FOR­
EIGN with Denmark, German States, 
Russia, Ukraine, Mexico and Para· 
guay. 

COME AND SEE Us AT 

SIPEX 
Head Office : 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50 Pall Mall, London, S. W . 1 

England 
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FINE STAMPS 

You will find 

that we have on 

hand at all times 

a comprehensive 

stock of top 

quality United States, 

British America 

and Cape of Good 

Hope Triangles 

. . . enquiries invited 

phone 312-432-4139 
HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 

R e/erena: First Nationa l Bank of C hicago 
Buy Stamps 

Confidentially and 

With Confidence 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NY ACK, N. Y. 10960 

Telephone : 914-EL 8-0964 
188 
Do Not Sell Your Collection 
as long as you enjoy collecting and 
as long as you have fun with your 
stamps. But when you get tired of a 
collection because it has r each ed its 
goal, wh en you want to start in another 
philatelic field , do not hesitate to dis­
pose of the "finished" collection. In 
this way you will obtain additional 
funds for purchases in your new field. 
When you decide to sell, talk with a 
dealer whom you have trusted with 
your purchases. He is the right man to 
sell for you the items he has once sold 
to you. We are always happy when we 
can give advice and help of this kind. 
Contact u s when the time is ripe and 
we will do our best to arrange a satis­
factory sale of your material, eith er 
by private sale or by auction. 

M:ERCURY STAMP CO . 
I 0 East 40th Street 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Tel.: MUrray Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address : Mercstamp Newyork 
1916 ~ 1966 

Years in Philately 

New Price List (No. 26) 
Just Out 

World Wide Offerings 
Rarities, Sets, Singles, 

Wholesale Lots, Collections, 
Airmails Proofs, cancell ations, 

Covers, etc . 

Catalogue Free on R equest 

FRITZ BILLIG 
168-39 HIGHLAND AVE. 
JAMAICA, N. Y. 11432 

End of JUNE w e shall leave for a 24 
days trip to JAPAN and shall be glad 
to make appointments in r egard to 
purchases and sales. 
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WE WILL PAY 
FULL CATALOG 

FOR YOUR "SPAIN" 

Naturally, not for ever y s ingle stamp, 
but-believe i t or not, the r e are quite 
a f ew! 

We are especially interested in: 
U. S . Constitution (585c, d) 

Defe nse of Madrid (CB6b, c, d, 
B106a, c ) 

a11d .ivi ll pay FU L L SCOTT, 1966 for 
2. v e ry nn e copy. 
Please offer or mail u s other Spanish 
s h eets, better s ingles or sets, covers, 
collec tions , wholesale lots, e tc. (also 
unlisted proofs, e rrors , etc.) 
lmmediate cash - Your stamps will 
be h e ld intact pe nding acceptance. No 
appraisal ch a rge. R eturned insured at 
our expen s~. 

Yes, we are a lso interested in 
other countries , at top prices 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
Incorporated 

P. 0 . BO X 448, 

M O N ROE, N. Y. 10950 
F INE ST AMPS of t he W ORLD 
ON APPR OVAL 

To serious collectors of fine stamps we 
are able to offer an approval service 
second to none. Below we list some of 
the countries in wh ich we are particu ­
larly strong at the moment, but we In­
vite enquiries for ALL COUNT R IES 
within the following limits: Britain a nd 
British Colonials from 1840 up to Q . E. 
~~~ 4~the,r countries up to approximately 

In addition we can offer a fine range of 
Airmail stamps. 
Afghanistan Hungary 
Austria Italy 
Austr. Italy Italian Sts. 
Arg>entine Japan 
Belgium Luxembourg 
B razil Mexico 
Bolivia Mongolia 
Chile Norway 
China Netherlands 
Denmark Peru 
Finland Poland 
France Portugal 
France u sed Portug. Cols . 

abroad Roumania 
French Cols. Russia 
Greece Spain 
Germany Sweden 
German Sts. Tibet 

Turkey 
U.S.A. 
Uru guay 
Venezu ela 
Great Britain 
Great Britain 
used abroad 

Br. Guiana 
Canada 
Ceylon 
Hellgoland 
Hong Kong 
India 
New Z ealand 
Palestine 
South Africa 

From many of the above cou ntries we 
can offe.r covers, proofs and other spe­
cialized material. References are essen ­
tial from those unknown to us b ut w e 
do pay our own postage charges at all 
times. 

J . A. L. FRANKS LTD. 
180 FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 

ENGLAND 
;;•lllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClll t 

~ i I J u N E 15-16 I 
§ c i AUCTION I 
§ a 
i u. S. A. I 
=-~=§ Stampless and Stamped covers =_§=c 

to Canada incl. 5c New York 
§ 5 & lOc 1847 Patriotics c i the property of C. P. de Volpi, I I scarce 20th Century mint blocks I 
: BRITISH COMMONWEAL TH ::: i Stampless and Stamped i 
§ covers to Canada c 
~ ~ ;; the property of C. P. de Volpi, § I collections and miscellaneous i 
I Stamp~~Ra:~G~amped i 
~ covers to Canada ~ 

I I 

1: __ -= Stamp,:;:;:: .... ~ ~=;_=
5 

.. Pence, 1859's and 

~- later issues ~-
collections and miscellaneous § a 

~ NEWFOUNDLAND i = :: 
=-~- a specialized collection I= 

with strength in airmails = :: 
~ Illustrated catalogs available i = :: i on request i 
= 0 

IJ. N. SISSONS LTD.I 
i 59 Wellington St. W. i 
§ a i Toronto I, Canada i 
§ PHONE : 416-364-6003 C i CAB L E S: S ISTAMP, TORONTO i 
§ ~ 

.::;11cl11JllJllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllCllllllllllllCllllll lllllllClllllllllllllC•:; 
189 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PiIILATELIST, VOL. 45, NO. 3 
00 00 
:·: SIP EX :·: 
1111 A fine selection of specialized and 1111 

1

:

1

·

1

:

1 

Pos tal History ma terial of all coun- ,=,·,=, 

tries wi ll be avai lable and on dis-
:•: play at our Booth - No. 18 - :•: 

I'll 

where we look forward to seeing 

1111 
many of our friends . 

:•: If you coll ec t Pre-s tamp letters, :•: 

1
111 early Covers, rare cancellations, Die 1111 

Proofs and sim ilar material why not 
:•: take this opportunity to add your :•: 
1111 name to our Register of Specialists ? 1111 

:•: Betty and Angus Parker will be :•: 
1111 pleased to meet you. 1111 

l1il f1~~reti~ndence from May 18th to !iii 
x x 
1111 C. ANGUS PARKER 1111 

:·: ARGYLL ST AMP CO. LTD. :·: 
1111 c/ o THE SHOREHAM HOTEL, 1111 

:•: 2500 CALVERT STREET, N. W., :·: 

1111 WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 1111 

·-· .. 
' :-: :-: - :-: :-: :-: ;;;; :-: - :-: § •'• 
 

.,........... ....................................................................... , 
e I 
I e 
T • 
T T 
T I 
T i 
T i f We are in the market i 
T I 

T I f for classical f 

I !. 
FR.AN CE, : 

• ICELAND, ' i i 
f f t LUXEMBURG, ! 

i 

SPAIN I
I 

I 

FRED RICH I 
i 
I 

! 55 WEST 4Znd STREET 

T NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 ! 
T
J T 

T I 
~ ................................................................................... , 
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COVERS 

POSTAL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

• 
rJew Gng/anJ Stanip Co. 

45-X Bromfield Street 

Boston 8, Massachusetts 
SANABRIA 66 
Now Available 

A necessity for airmail collec­

tors and for all specialists who 

include airmails in their field 

of collecting. 

$15.00 

RIDGEFIELD, CONN. 06877 
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I ~~~~~;~~~¥m l= 
- li ke collecting unsigned pictures if 
§ you do ... you only have half the a = stor y ! :: 
~ R a ise your collection into Exhibi· ~ 
§ t ion class, make it a really specialized ~ 

I ~~~~ ~~·~;;~££-li~:~ I -= 
::.:: art board covers and full plate photo-
~ graphic illustrations). ~ = Ra les are held e ''ery four weeks . . . !!:! 

--=~ y ou'll be surprised · how interesting El 
they are! 

~ Rigby Postal ~ __ I History Auctions i 
:: LIMITED ~ 

~ 3 I B~~~:~~~t~ill i 
= England ~ 

~ilClllJlllllllllCJllllllllllllClllllllllJllJCllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllCi 

._ . ......................................................... I I I I I., 

J 
T 

THE WORLD POSTAL 
STATIONERY CATALOGUE 

The first catalogue in the Engl ish 
lang u a ge si nce 1906. 

Section " A", 60 pages, loose 
leaf, ill ustrated .......... P rice $2-00 

Sect ion " B", 112 pages, as 
abov e .. ..... .................... P rice $3.00 

This is a complete catalogue of 
post al stationery, up to da te, with cur ­
re nt prices. Inval u able reference work 
for the specialist . 

Th e ROBINSON colle.ct'ion, our 103rd 
PUBLIC AUCTION SALE, to be held 
late in May. A beautiful collection of 
Unite d States a nd British Colonials, 
with many of the scarcer pieces. 

Dr. W . I. MITCHELL POSTAL STA ­
TION ERV collection, will be auction­
ed a t ou r 104th sale, in June. Many 
unique pieces here . 

If you are interested in receiving 
ei the r of these illustra ted catalogues, 
j us t d rop u s a line. 

HIGGINS & GAGE, Inc. 
P hilatelic Auctioneers & Brokers 

23 North Santa Anita 

Pasadena, California 91107 J 
i1 I I I I I I I I I ................................... I I I I ·' 
VATICAN CITY COVERS 
41-46 Juridical Cgr. on reg. 

letter ···-······················-··· P. O. R. 
4 7 -54 Catholic Press .................. $95. 00 
55-60 on reg. letter Arch. 

Cong. ······-··-·············-·-·····-··· 60.00 
61 -67 fl. to France Interreg. 

FDC ·······-·····-········-··········-· 14.00 
122-131, Ell-12 Basilicas FDC P . O. R. 
132-139 Holy Year FDC ............ 50.0'0 
140-42 - Palatine Guard FDC 45.00 
143- 44 - Dogma. of Ass. FDC 40.00 
145-48 - Pope Pius X (Gold) 

FDC ···-·······-·····--···-············· 90.00 
149-53 - Ca.lchedon FDC ........ 90.00 
155 - Roman States Cen-

tenary FDC ···-················· 20.00 
155A - Roman States Souv. 

sheets FDC ·····-·-·······-······· 60.00 
158, 68 , E13-14 Popes & Basil. 

FDC ---······--····-------··--···-······· 25.90 
239-42 Brussels Fair FDC ........ 15.00 
242A Brussels Fair Souvenir 

sheet FDC -·-····----············ 22.tiO 
C9-15 2nd Airmail FDC .. ........ 35.00 

C16-17 Tobias FDC ·········-·-··-·· P.O. R . 
C18-19 UPU FDC ·-·············-··· P . 0 . R . 
C20-21 reglst. w . cachet FDC P. 0. R. 
C22 -23 Dome I FDC .................... 80.00 
C24 -32 Angels FDC ----·········· ····-· 30.00 
C33-34 Dome II FDC ----··-·----·-- - 45.0'0 
C45-46 Auto. by d esigner FDC 45.00 

Prices subj ect to change 
without notice. 

Penny Black Stamp Co. £ 
P.O. Box 57, Dumont, N. J. 07628 
S. L. BAYER, Prop. Est. 1912 

Member Collectors Club • ASDA 
NOW 

Clearance Sale of 

the 1966 

nternationa 

Pricelist of rare stamps 

From now on it is free 
with discount card 

(as long as supply lasts) 

Write: 

A.LEX S .TULIA.RD 
ERYN l:iJIAVVR. PENNSYLVANIA 

( Esta bl is hed by Louis Juli ard in 1889) 
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THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions 

the improvement of relations between Collectors 

and Dealers ... Our more than 1,200 Members 

are pledged to serve you well. 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from 

dealers displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the Members of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Deal­

ers' Association are engaged in a joint enterprise 

- the Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION , INC. 

116 Nassau Street ~ New York 38, N. Y. 
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In the first four months of 1966 

our auction gross was 

$924,926.50 

General collector or specialist - whichever - don't you think 

there was material of interest for you? Attractively illustrated cata· 

logs of future auctions will be sent free on request. 

Our June auctions will include: 

June 10-11 General Foreign, including British Commonwealth, 

France and Colonies and Germany and Colonies. 

June 27-30 The Dr. J. N. Schneider Collection of United 

States Stamps & Covers. 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 
AUCTION GALLERIES, INC. 

10 East 52nd Street New York, N. Y. 10022 

Tel.: PLaza 3-6422 



THE 
STAMP 

OF 
APPROVAL 

"Excellent job - - - price realized was better - - -
handled the matter perfectly - - - uniform courtesy - " 

Typically Harmer's 
If you are thinking of selling, write them for the same treatment. 

H. R. HARMER, Inc. 
The International Stamp Auctioneers 

6 West 48th Street, New York, N. Y. 10036 




