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The 1947 "'One Penny'" Provisional
Overprint of Barbados

Did a Postal Emergency Lead to a Philatelic ""Ruse"
and a Collector’s Disappointment?

By Jerone R. Hart
Treasurer

Background

n Thursday, April 10, 1947 the Colonial Post-

master of Barbados, H.N. Armstrong, sent a

memo to the Colonial Secretary of Barbados in-
forming him that the shortage of one-penny stamps was
acute. A January 1947 shipment of 455,400 one penny
stamps (3,795 post office sheets) from the London printer,
Thomas D e La Rue & Sons,
was now exhausted and the
post office only had
120,000 halfpenny stamps
left as a substitute that no
doubt would be exhausted
in a couple of days. Arm-
strong asked the Colonial
Secretary to immediately
send a telegram to the
Crown Agents in London
informing them of the
emergency and asking them
to get the printer to ship an
emergency printing to the GPO in Bridgetown via ex-
press airmail on British South American Airways.

Figure 1

BSAA flights left London on Saturday afternoon for King-
ston, Jamaica arriving on Sunday morning. At Kingston,
the shipment would be transferred to a British West In-
dian Airway’s flight bound for Barbados, eventually ar-
riving Sunday evening. The Colonial Secretary immedi-
ately telegraphed the Crown Agents with the emergency
request. Unfortunately, the London printer, De La Rue,
buried by other post-war work, was unable to comply
with the request for the one penny stamps as quickly as
the post office in Barbados needed.1

On Saturday, April 12, the Chief Postal Clerk of the GPO
in Bridgetown informed the postmaster that the supply
of halfpenny stamps was almost exhausted and were be-

ing sold at avery abnormal rate. He informed Armstrong
that it appeared that “certain stamp dealers” on the island
were trying to exhaust the supply and force the post of-
fice to overprint other definitives in what the Chief Postal
Clerk called “a philatelic ruse.” The Chief Postal Clerk
came to this conclusion after one of the island’s stamp
dealers asked him if an order for £100.00 of halfpenny
stamps would exhaust the post office’s supply!2

By Thursday, April 17, 1947, the emergency supply of
one penny stamps had not yet arrived from London and
the entire supply of half-
penny stamps was ex-
hausted. By late morning,
the postmaster proposed to
the Colonial Secretary that
part of the stock of carmine
two penny definitives could
be overprinted “One
Penny” and used until the
emergency supply of
stamps arrived from Lon-
don. On Friday, April 18,
the Colonial Secretary sent
a memo to the Colonial
Treasurer authorizing the immediate overprint of a por-
tion of the inventory of two penny stamps by a local
printer.

The Overprinting
|

On Saturday, April 19,1947, the Advocate Company Lim-
ited of Barbados (a printing firm that still prints the larg-
est newspaper in Barbados) overprinted the first batch of
two penny stamps. The overprint “ONE PENNY” was
applied intwo lines on each stamp on the sheet. The over-
print plate was made from slugs cast on a Ludlow Type-
casting machine. The overprint was deliberately staggered
so that the word “ONE” did not fall in the same position
in relation to the word “PENNY” each time the overprint
was applied to a particular stamp on the sheet. This was
done as a security measure to help prevent possible forg-
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eries. The post office sheets of 2d stamps, all carrying

the cylinder or plate #1, had 12 horizontal rows with 10

stamps per row for a total of 120 stamps per sheet. Be-
cause of the change in the
position of the word “ONE”
in relation to the word
“PENNY” on every stamp,
the sheets had 120 stamps,
each with a slightly differ-
ent positioned overprint.

In total, there were four dif-

ferent batches of sheets

overprinted on four differ-

ent dates. There were two

different types of sheet per-

forations involved in the
overprinting. The majority of the sheets that were over-
printed were perforated 14, and appears to have come
from requisition #3441/1 shipped from London on Sep-
tember 27, 1944. If we turn to Bayley, we see that this
shipment of 267,120 stamps (2,226 sheets) went into in-
ventory at the GPO on September 30, 1944.3

There can be little doubt that the perforated 14overprinted
provisionals came from this batch of 2d carmine defini-
tives. It is also interesting to note

that of the 1,728,688 2d carmine

definitives shipped to Barbados

between 1942 and 1948. all but this

small batch of 267,120 2d defini-

tives were perforated 13 1/2 x 13.

Thus, 1,461,568 2d carmine

stamps were perforated 13 1/2x 13.

Yet, only a very small number of

sheets were overprinted that was

perforated 13 12 x 13. It would

appear that the post office did not

differentiate between the different

sheet perforations when these

sheets were pulled for overprinting.

To the best of my knowledge, there

are no post office records to indi-

cate just how many sheets of each

different type of perforations were

overprinted. Again, if we turn to Bayley, we see that req-
uisition #3367/1 for 2d carmine definitives was shipped
from London on January 24, 1944. This shipment of
301,080 stamps, perforated 13 122 x 13, (2.509 sheets)
went into the GPO’s inventory on February 7, 1944.4

Aagain, there can be little doubt that the remainders from
this shipment of stamps were the source of the 13 1/2x 13
overprinted provisionals. Thus, we find a rather interest-
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ing situation when it comes to the catalogue value of the
2d carmine definitive in both the unoverprinted and the
overprinted state. In the unoverprinted state, the 2d car-
mine in perforation #14 is much scarcer than the same
stamp perforated 13 1/2x 13. However, in the provisional
overprinted state (“ONE PENNY?”), the perforated 14
stamps are considerably more common than the over-
printed provisionals perforated 13 1/2 x 13.

The first overprinting was done on Saturday, April 19.
One thousand sheets were overprinted totaling 120,000
stamps. As a further security precaution, the overprints
on this first batch of sheets was placed in the bottom half
of each stamp (see Figure 1). This batch of overprinted
stamps went on sale on Monday, April 21. A second over-
printing of500 sheets (60,000 stamps) occurred on Tues-
day, April 22. The overprint on this batch of sheets was
placed about in the center of each stamp (see Figure 2).
A third overprinting was made on Monday, April 28 and
involved 334 sheets (40,080 stamps). For the third over-
printing, the overprint was placed in the upper half of
each stamp. Afourth and final batch of 167 sheets (20,040
stamps) was overprinted on Thursday, May 1 and, like
the third overprinting, the overprint was placed in the top
half of each stamp (see Figure 3).5

Thus, between April 19 and May 1, 1947, the Advocate
Company Limited overprinted atotal of 2,001 sheets to-
taling some 240,120 stamps.

Within hours of these stamps going on sale on Monday,
April 21,1947, the first 1,000 sheets were sold out! Since
the stamps were only being sold in Barbados, stamp deal-
ers and the Barbados Philatelic Society acting with some

Continued on page 6
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degree of unity cornered the market and began selling
the stamps to overseas dealers and collectors at a very
nice profit. By Wednesday, April 23, fearing another stamp
crisis and shortage, the GPO put a limit of 12 stamps per
person per post office visit. The post office, believing

Figure 5

that this limit would slow down sales, inadvertently created
an even greater demand for the stamps. To circumvent the
limit, dealers began paying local residents to go to the post
office, stand in line and purchase the 12-stamp limit.

By the close of business on Thursday, May 1, 1947, the
GPO in Barbados had received and entered into inventory
the emergency supply of one penny stamps from London
and thus withdrew the provisional overprints. Bayley tells
us that the emergency shipment of one penny stamps had
actually been received by the post office

in Barbados on April 28. According to

Bayley, a total of 240,120 stamps (2,001

sheets x 120 stamps) were overprinted; a

total of 237,702 stamps were sold; and a

total of 2,418 stamps were eventually de-

stroyed on April 27, 1950.6

Inafootnote, Bayley also tells us that on
April 27, 1950, a block of four stamps
was removed from the remainders to be
destroyed and were stamped in purple
“SPECIMEN” by the Board of Survey
(the bureau appointed with the responsi-
bility for destroying the stamps). This
block was then given to the Colonial
Postmaster for inclusion in the Official
Album of the Post Office.7

There is a bit of a conflict between
Bayley’s numbers and the number of
stamps issued given by Colonial Post-
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master Armstrong in a letter to a collector dated Novem-

ber 20,1947 (see below). In his lettertoacollector in the

United Kingdom, Armstrong states: “During that time we

issued 237,806............ ” Armstrong’s number would in-

dicate that a total of 2,314 stamps were withdrawn and
eventually destroyed. After reviewing
these numbers, | am more inclined to ac-
cept Bayley’s numbers simply because
Bayley researched this matter in such
great detail. Moreover, the difference be-
tween Armstrong’s numbers and Bayley’s
numbers is small in the overall scheme
ofthings, only a difference of 104 stamps,
less than a full sheet!

However, a more perplexing issue is the
question of why did the post office con-
tinued to overprint these stamps if indeed
it had received an emergency printing of
one-penny stamps by Monday, April 28?
It seems to me that if the post office had
received the emergency shipment from
London on April 28, they would have stopped the sheets
that were being overprinted by the Advocate Company
on April 28 (third batch overprinted) and certainly would
have stopped the batch of sheets that were overprinted
on May 1 Much of the answer to this perplexing ques-
tion lies inthe date and day when this shipment of “emer-
gency” stamps arrived in Barbados. Again, we can turn
to Bayley and his data on the “blue-green” one penny
stamps. Under requisition #3658/1, a shipment of 240,000
one-penny stamps, perforated 131/2x13, was dispatched

Figure 6
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from London on Friday, April 25, 1947.8

In reality, the stamps probably left the printer, De
La Rue, in London on Friday afternoon only to be
held at the British South American Airways of-
fice until the flight out to Kingston, Jamaica on
Saturday afternoon (April 26) actually departed.
This flight would have arrived in Kingston some-
time during the morning of Sunday, April 27. At
Kingston, the shipment of stamps would have been
transferred to a British West Indian Airways flight
that then made its way through the Caribbean be-
fore landing in Trinidad. After a brief layover in
Trinidad for refueling, the plane then went on to
Barbados, arriving in the early evening on Sun-
day. Since it was Sunday night when the packet
of 1d emergency stamps arrived in Barbados (the
GPO would have been closed), they were prob-
ably held at the BWIA office overnight before
being delivered to the GPO in Bridgetown some-
time during the morning of Monday, April 28. (For
an excellent study of British West Indian Airways
and the August 1947 merger with BSAA, see Dr.
Reuben A. Ramkissoon, “The Story of British
West Indian Airways (BWIA) 1940-2000,” Brit-
ish Caribbean Philatelic Journal, Vol. 42, No. 2,
p. 3-11, April 2002; Vol. 42, No. 3, p. 7-23, July
2002; Vol. 43, No. 3, p. 13-15, July 2003).

Again, turning to the Bayley data for this stamp,

the “Inventory Date” indicates that this shipment

of one penny stamps from London didn’t make it

into the post office’s inventory until Thursday, May 1,9
thus necessitating a continuance of the overprinting and
sale of the one penny provisional stamps. Inall probabil-
ity, a postal clerk had to count and inspect each and every
sheet in the shipment before it went into inventory. It
would have been avery time consuming chore at the very
least. Since there was still a supply of the provisionals on
hand at the post office and more overprints in the works,
I suspect that the Colonial Postmaster made the decision
to continue the sale of the provisional stamp until the
close of business on Thursday, May 1when the stamps
were withdrawn from sale. Then, on Friday, May 2, the
next day, the post office began issuing the one penny
stamps from the emergency shipment from London.

The Circumstances

Were the overprinted stamps really necessary? Did stamp
dealers and the Barbados Philatelic Society manipulate the
supply of stamps before the overprinting and thus force the
post office to authorize the issuing of this provisional? And,
did the dealers in concert with the Barbados Philatelic Soci-
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Barbados 20t& Hov 1947.

Six,

Your letter of 14th October to bead s few days
ago. | regret that X am unable to send you a
cover with a 1d provisional stamp as they are t
now out of issue andare very expensive. These
Id provisional (on 2d) were issued on 81st Apl
andwere withdrawn from issue in the afternoon
of 1st hay. During that time we issued 237,806
but, in my opinion not IOfS were used for postal
purposes.

We have here The Barbados Philatelic
Society and it may be as well if your Society
get in touch with our Society. The Eon Secretory
Is hr H.D.Roaoh whose address is, Bedford Lodge
Bay Street. | am not a Collector and for obvious
reasons X do not encourage the hobby amoggat the
memberb of my staff.

I am enclosing a few used stamp which

| happen to have here.

Faithfully yours,

/1kJUwi I

Colonial Postmaster.
I'r E.Stoot.
talvern Tea
68 Chariot Hd

Illogan Highway
Cornwall, Eng.

Figure 7

ety manipulate the stamp market once the provisionals were
released in order to reap huge profits? The answer to all
three of these questions appears to be “yes.”

Having said that, however, we should not overlook the
fact that there were a number of legitimate circumstances
that led to the huge shortage of one penny stamps in Bar-
bados in late 1946 and early 1947. First, in 1946, the post
office reduced a number of significant postal rates that
had been in effect during World War Il. For example, the
rate for wartime airmail letters to the U.S. was 1/6 (see
Figure 4) and was one of the most used rates during the
period. In 1946, this rate was lowered to 1/1 (see Figure
5). The post office also believed that after the war there
would be a huge decrease in the use of airmail services
and a return to the use of surface mail as had been the
case before the outbreak of the war. Unfortunately, this
was a significant miscalculation on the part of the GPO
in Barbados. In effect, the exact opposite occurred, the
use of airmail greatly increased in the period directly af-
ter the war.

Continued on page 8
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In addition, shortly after the war ended, the GPO saw a
huge increase in the number of packages coming into the
island for both businesses and for private individuals.
Package notices were sent out from the post office to ad-
dresses all franked with one penny stamps. In 1946 and
1947, Barbados saw a huge increase in economic pros-
perity and residents began paying their bills by mail, all
franked with one penny stamps. Finally, the voting fran-
chise was greatly increased after the war giving most of
the residents of Barbados the right to vote. The legisla-
tive elections of 1946 and 1947 were hotly contested and
many of those running for office sent out circulars about
their candidacy and qualifications. It has been estimated
that in St. Michael parish alone, over 30,000 circulars

Figure 9

were sent to voters in the days leading up to the elec-
tions, all franked with the one penny definitives. Thus,
there can be little doubt that by April of 1947, the GPO in
Barbados faced a major crisis that culminated in a huge
shortfall of one penny stamps.

Indeed, there can be little doubt that both the stamp deal-
ers of the island and the Barbados Philatelic Society
played a key role in manipulating the remaining supply
ofone penny and half penny stamps in order to force the
post office into the emergency overprinting of the two
penny carmine definitives thus producing a unique pro-
visional issue. However, itis my contention that this short-
age of 1d stamps would have happened sooner or later
with or without the help of the dealers on the island. The
whole affair caused many rumblings throughout the phila-
telic world. Although at the time these stamps brought
dealers nice profits, within 10 years of being issued, col-
lectors around the world shunned them and referred to
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the stamps as the “notorious one
penny overprint.” Today, al-
though somewhat difficult to
find, single examples of these
stamps can be bought for less
than a dollar or two.

As the title of this article sug-
gests, many collectors “missed
the boat” and were extremely dis-
appointed that they could not purchase examples of these
stamps directly from the Philatelic Bureau at the GPO in
Bridgetown. For several years now, | have collected Post
Office Official mails from Barbados. A few years ago, |
purchased the cover and letter
seen in Figures 6 and 7. The
cover is interesting in that the
GPO in Bridgetown also expe-
rienced a shortage of “official”
post office envelopes and had
to borrow a supply from the
office of the Colonial Secretary.
The postmaster, H.N. Arm-
strong, crossed out the title of
“Colonial Secretary” at the bot-
tom left of the cover and hand-
stamped in purple ink “Colonial
Postmaster” with his initials
above the handstamp (“HA”).
The cover carried an official
paid marking dated November
20, 1947 (Clarke’s Bd4a, see
Figure 8) and was addressed to
a Mr. R. Stoot in Cornwall, En-
gland. As interesting as this
cover may be, | believe that the enclosed letter is impor-
tant and vastly more interesting because it relates directly
to these provisional overprints. Mr. Stootapparently wrote
to Postmaster Armstrong trying to get a cover franked
with the “One Penny” overprinted provisional. In his
November 20, 1947 reply (typewritten on the back of a
preprinted Philatelic Bureau form) Postmaster Armstrong
informed Mr. Stoot that he was unable to comply with
his request because the stamps had been sold out and
withdrawn on May 1 (1947). Postmaster Armstrong in-
formed the collector that the post office had sold 237,806
and of those stamps sold, in his opinion, “not 10% was
used for postal purposes.” Indeed, this appears to be the
case. My own research indicates that probably less than
five percent of the provisional stamps sold by the post
office were postally used with the majority of the usages
being philatelic or used on first day covers. Indeed, com-
mercial uses of this stamp on cover are extremely scarce.

Figure 8
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Types of Material Available to Collect

Although, not exactly considered a rare or even a scarce
stamp, it can be very difficult to find examples of this
overprinted provisional, especially in fine used condition.
Rarely one can find, with some difficulty, acomplete sheet
perforated 14 offered by one of the auction houses. Over
the years that | have collected this stamp, | have seen
three or four complete sheets being offered and all were
perforated 14.1have never seen a complete sheet perfo-
rated 13 12 x 13 until recently. Within the past month or
two, | received an email from Murray Payne, Ltd. of the
United Kingdom, dealers in George VI stamps and cov-
ers. The email informed me that
they were offering a complete
sheet of the 1947 “One Penny”
overprint perforated 131/2x13
on their  website at
Www.murraypayne.com. | im-
mediately went to the web site
and sure enough, they have a
perforated 13 12 x 13 sheet.
The sheet is described as being
a “very rare multiple.” Indeed,
it may even be a unique piece.

Once in a while, on such Inter-

net sources as eBay, one can

find mint and used singles,

blocks of varying sizes; some

of the more prominent variet-

ies and an occasional cover be-

ing offered for sale. Although

these stamps sell cheaply, when they can be found, I sus-
pect because they are inexpensive and considered to be
of little importance or “notorious,” many of the 237,806
stamps originally sold by the post office have over the
years probably been lost or destroyed by ravages of time.
Perhaps it is the stamp’s reputation as being an unneces-
sary issue that has also contributed to its demise.

Covers

As mentioned above, over the years that | have collected
this issue, | have managed to obtain only a total of 11 cov-
ers. In analyzing this small cover population, it becomes
very apparent that the majority of covers franked with this
provisional issue are philatelic in nature. Coversthatare over-
franked and addressed locally are a dead give-a-away that
they were the creation of some collector or dealer. Ofthe 11
covers in my possession, no less than seven can be identi-
fied as being philatelic in nature. However, several of these
covers are very interesting and deserve mention here.
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The first of these covers are two locally addressed “First
Day of Issue” usages. One was addressed to St. Michael
(see Figure 9) and was franked with a single provisional
stamp perforated 13 1/2x13. The stamp was canceled by
the “Circulation Branch G.P.O. Barbados” double circle
cancel (Clarke’s type E18) and is dated April 21, 1947
with a time code of 3:00 p.m. Bayley states, “The first
printing was on perforation 14 stamps.” 0From this first
day coveritwould appear that at least some sheets perfo-
rated 13 12x 13 were overprinted on April 19, the date
of the first overprinting, and were sold on the first day of
issue, April 21. 1, as well as a number of other collectors,
have measured the perforations of this stamp on this cover

Figure 10

several times and there can be no doubt that the stamp is
perforated 13 1/2 x 13. Since itcarries a cancellation date
of April 21, the provisional has to be from the first
overprinting, thus indicating that some sheets perforated
13 12x 13 were overprinted by the Advocate Company
on April 19.

The second FDC (see Figure 10) was franked with two
copies ofthe provisional that were perforated 14 and were
canceled by a double circle obliterator/datestamp
(Clarke’stype E17) and is also dated April 21,1947 with
the time code of 2:30 p.m. Both of these first day covers
would seem to confirm that at least a small portion of the
1,000 sheetsinvolved in the firstoverprinting of April 19
contained sheets that were not only perforated 14 but were
also perforated 13 1/2 x 13. Although these are the only
two firstday of issue covers that | have in my possession,
it would appear these stamps probably went on sale dur-
ing the early afternoon of Monday, April 21. | also sus-
pect that the post office was totally ambivalent to the dif-
Continued on page 10
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ferences in sheet perforations.
After all, the GPO, no doubt,
was more concerned about get-
ting the overprinted “ONE
PENNY” stamps out to the pub-
lic for use, thus averting a fur-
ther crisis, rather than distin-
guishing the differences in sheet
perforations on the overprinted
stamps.

The next cover of interest (see
Figure 11) is a registered use to
M.H. Robertshaw in Sheffield,
England. The cover is dated
April 25 (1947) and the stamps
were canceled by the double
circle datestamp/obliterator of
the Christ Church Post Office
(Clarke’s type M7). The cover
is franked with a pair of the Id
blue-green definitives, a pair of
the “One Penny” provisionals
(perforated 14 with one stamp
from the first overprinting and one from the second over-
printing) and a single of the 2d definitive for atotal of 6d
making up the registered surface rate to the United King-
dom. Since the cover is addressed to the notable philat-
elist M.H. Robertshaw, and is franked with a pair of the
Id definitives that were out of stock by April 25, apair of
the provisional one-penny stamps and an example of the
2d carmine without overprint, we can safely assume that
the cover is indeed a philatelic creation. Nonetheless, the
cover is unusual because it was registered and correctly
franked.

Figure 12
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Figure 11

Another cover of interest (see Figure 12) appears to be a
legitimate commercial use. The cover is a registered air-
mail use to Jamaica. The cover was franked with a 4d
definitive and a block of four of the perforated 14 one-
penny provisional, thus making up the registered airmail
rate to Jamaica of 8d. The stamps were cancelled by the
St. Lawrence “S.0.” (sub-office) datestamp/obliterator
(Clarke’stype M8) of July 7,1947. From the St. Lawrence
Post Office, the cover was forwarded to the GPO in
Bridgetown as indicated by the R.L.O. datestamp
(Clarke’s type J6) of July 8 on the back of the cover. The
cover arrived in Kingston, Ja-
maica on July 15 and then was
forwarded to St. Ann’s Bay, ar-
riving on July 16 as indicated
by the backstamps.

The final cover of interest (see
Figure 13) is dated November
28, 1947 and is a registered air-
mail use to La Mesa, Califor-
nia. The cover was franked
with two of the 3d definitives,
a single of both the 8d and the
“One Penny” provisional (per-
forated 13 12 x 13) for a total
franking of 1/3. The stamps
were cancelled by the large
single circle “R.L.O.” date-
stamp of the GPO (Clarke’s
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Figure 13

type J6). The cover was backstamped with the R.L.O.
datestamp, also of November 28, as well asa purple Mi-
ami, Florida Air Mail Section receiver of December 2
and a La Mesa receiver, also in purple, of December 4.
Since this is a very late postal use of the “One Penny”

provisional, over eight months after first being issued,
this helps to lend credence to the fact that the cover is a
legitimate commercial use.

Used Stamps

It is no secret that used examples of this stamp are much
scarcer than mint examples. A quick look at Stanley Gib-
bons Stamp Catalogue Commonwealth & British Empire
Stamps 1840-1952 (2005 edition) shows the perforated
14 issue (SG 264) is listed at £1.75 (approximately
$3.25US) in mint condition while a very fine used ex-
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ample is catalogued at
£2.50 ($4.65US). The 13
1/2x13 perforated provi-
sional (SG #264d) is
listed at £3.00 (approxi-
mately $5.60US) in mint
condition and £5.00
($9.25US) in very fine
used condition. However,
in reality, the Gibbon’s
pricing on this stamp
doesn’t really reflect true
market value, but it does,
to some extent, reflect the
scarcity between mint
copies and used copies.
In terms of true market
value, a single of this
stamp (in either perfora-
tion type) in either mint
or fine used condition can be purchased, when found, for
as little as 25d to a couple of U.S. dollars. And, although,
the Gibbon’s catalogue pricing does show a difference
between the prices of a mint single vs. a used single, my
own experience in collecting this provisional issue is that
the difference between
mint and used should
be much greater. As |
mentioned earlier in
this piece, my own re-
search indicates that
95% of the stamps
found from this issue in
dealer stocks are mint
while only five percent
are used. Used copies
can certainly be classi-
fied as being truly
scarce in comparison to
the number of mint
copies to be found.

Scarcer still are large used multiple pieces. In the 10 years
that | have been accumulating and collecting this issue, |
have only found three used multiples that are larger than
a block of four. The three pieces were all cancelled by
the R.L.O. (Registered Letter Office) datestamp of the
GPO (Clarke’s type J6). The first of these pieces is a left
margin block of 10, perforated 14 (see Figure 14) and
was cancelled on July 28, 1947. This piece is not only
interesting because of its size, but because it shows the
major variety “Broken E” in the word “Penny” of the
overprint. The variety is in row No. 1of the block, stamp

Continued on page 12
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No. 4 (see Figure 15). This variety is listed in Gibbon’s
as 264e.

The second item (see Figure 16) is an upper top left sheet
margin block of 15, also from the perforated 14 sheets
and was cancelled by the R.L.O. datestamp of May 5,
1947. The stamps are from Rows No.l, 2 and 3 and are
Stamps No. 1-5 of the complete sheet. Because the over-
print is located in the upper part of the stamp design, it
would appear that this block came from sheets of either
the third or fourth overprintings done on April 28 or May
1. Sadly, this large used piece has no detectable major
varieties.

Figure 16

The third item {see Figure 17) is a bit more interesting. It
is a right sheet margin block of 15, also perforated 14.
The stamps are Stamps No. 6 through 10 from Rows No.
6, 7 and 8 of the complete sheet. As with the two items
above, this block was also cancelled by the R.L.O. date-
stamp of May 28, 1947. As with the block above, the
“One Penny” overprintis in the top part of the stamp and
indicates that the stamps came from either the third or
the fourth overprinting. What makes this block interest-
ing is the presence of a very large plate scratch that runs
from the end of the word “REGNANTES” in the oval
above the King’s head to the scroll at the upper right of
the adjacent stamp. This scratch is on the first stamp of

Vol. 47, No. 1

British Caribbean Philatelic Journal

the second row of the block
(sheet position Row No. 7,
Stamp No. 6). Since this is
a very pronounced scratch,
it must also be present on
the regular unoverprinted
2d carmine issue. However,
this scratch remains unlisted
in any of the stamp cata-
logues. Nonetheless, large
used multiples, that is pieces
greater than blocks of four,
are indeed extremely scarce and should command a sub-
stantial premium over the catalogue value for individual
used stamps.

Figure 15

Varieties

This issue has a num-
ber of both major and
minor varieties that are
quite collectible. For
those who are inter-
ested in fly-speck phi-
lately, this provisional
issue offers a treasure
trove of minor errors in
the application of the
overprint and can pro-
vide hours of fun sort-
ing these out. Such
catalogues as the afore-
mentioned Stanley
Gibbons Stamp Cata-
logue Commonwealth
& Empire Stamps
1840-1952, Scott Stan-
dard Postage Stamp
Catalogue, Volume 1,
A-B and The King
George VI Common-
wealth Postage Stamp Catalogue, published by Murray
Payne, Ltd. of the United Kingdom, list most of the ma-
jor varieties found on this issue. However, the collector
can find anumber of specialized articles, published over
the years, on this issue that are more helpful, especially
when it comes to fly-speck philately.

The Scott catalogue, Volume 1, A-B (2005), on page 660
gives this issue the catalogue number 209 in the perfo-
rated 14 format, and number 209b for the 13 1/2 x 13
perforated stamp. The only major variety that the Scott
catalogue lists is No. 209a, a “Double Surcharge” that is
not priced (more will be said on this variety below). Thus,
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in general, the Scott
catalogue listing is
not very helpful in
providing useful in-
formation on the
types of major vari-
eties to be found on
this issue.

Turning to the Gib-
bons catalogue, there
is a more comprehen-
sive listing of major
varieties. On page 60
of the 2005 cata-
logue, the 1947 “One
Penny” overprinted
provisional is given
catalogue number
264 for the perforated
14 stamp, and num-
ber 264d for the per-
forated 13 1/2x13 is-
sue. Gibbons, under both numbers lists three major vari-
eties: (a) Extra frame line (a constant variety originating
on the 2d carmine inthe unoverprinted state); (b) a“Short
Y™ in the word “Penny” of the overprint; and (c) a “Bro-
ken E” in the word “Penny” of the overprint. All three of
these major varieties are listed under the stamps of both
perforation types. Interestingly, unlike the Scott catalogue,
Gibbons makes no mention of a double overprint variety.

Figure 18 Figure 18a

The King George VICommonwealth Postage Stamp Cata-
logue, published by Murray Payne Ltd. (1997 edition)
has a more comprehensive listing of the varieties on the
1947 Provisional Issue of Barbados. On page 32 of this
volume, section (a) is listed as the perforated 13 1/2 x 13
stamps and given number 25. Section (b) is listed as the
perforated 14 stamps and is given number 26. Under each
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Figure 17

of these numbers (25 and 26), there is listed three variet-
ies: (a) “broken N ’s”; (b) “short Y”; and (c) “broken E.”
Between the two listings in the Payne catalogue is a note
that states: “A double surcharge is reported to exist, but
we have not seen this.” However, this statement in the
catalogue was recently nullified by the company itself.
In the Murray Payne Ltd. Philatelic Postal Sale 1ofJune
30,2006, Lot 91 on page 10 of the sales catalogue states:
“ e hinged mint with clear double overprint, centered
left. Signed Herbert Bloch, the firstexample we have seen
(see Sixth Sense 62). SG unlisted/CW 25e.” The lot was
estimated at £1200.00 (about $2,237US).“

However, despite the good efforts of the folks at Murray
Payne, | know of at least two other examples of a double
overprint and a possible third. Two examples of a “double
overprint” came up at a Shreves Philatelic Auction of Oc-
tober 17-18, 2003. Lots 1993 and 1994 (see Figure 18
and 18a) had identical descriptions that read, “209a/b,
1947 ‘One/Penny’ surcharge on 2p Bright rose red, perf.
13 1/2 x 13, double surcharge, mint single with two dis-
tinct surcharges that are of nearly equal intensity, the first
overprint is displaced about I/2mm higher, 0.g., centered
to the left as all known examples are, very fine; Stanley
Gibbons does not list this variety and Scott is requesting
information about its existence, the reason is the collec-
tor knows of only three copies, all of which were last
sold in the 1970s and two are offered here; 1957 Friedl
and 1976 APS certificates (G.G. #264d var.).” Each lot
was estimated at $200-$300 U.S. and each lot actually

Continued on page 14
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sold for $375. At the moment, | have no idea as to the
whereabouts of these three “double overprints.”

However, | believe that a fourth example exists and is
currently in my possession. A year or so ago, | bid on a
rather large lot of these provisional overprints on eBay
and won the lot. Although | wasn’t expecting much, |
was extremely and pleasantly surprised when | received
the lot from the seller. The lot contained a number of

Figure 20

mint and used singles as well as large blocks with both
types of perforations; blocks of four, six, eight, 12 and a
block of 53. In total, the lot contained 164 stamps and
turned out to be a real bargain in terms of the varieties
that it contained. The block of 53, which is perforated 13
12 x 13, (see Figure 19) is a right sheet margin block
from Rows 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 of the full sheet. Row 5 con-
tains Stamps 2 through 9 (a total of eight stamps) while
Rows 6, 7, 8, 9 contain Stamps 2 through 10 (a total of
nine stamps perrow). This block of 53 may be the largest
mint piece of the 13 1/2 x 13 sheet perforations to have
survived. InRow 6, Stamp 10 of the sheet (Row 3, Stamp
9 of the block), the overprint is much thicker and much
darker than the overprints on the other stamps in this
block.

If one uses a 10 power magnifier to examine the over-
print on this stamp, it appears that the overprint was struck
twice during the overprinting process. This is the only
stamp in the block that has these characteristics. In addi-
tion to this oddity in the block, Row 6, Stamps 6 and 7
show two major scratches; one that runs from the back of
the crown on the King’s head to the scroll of the adjacent
stamp to the right; and a separate scratch that runs from
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the back, bottom of the King’s robe, across to the adja-
cent stamp on the right and through the figure of the horse.
I have never seen a catalogue listing of this particular
variety. Finally, in Row 5 of the block, Stamp 9, (Row 8
of the sheet, Stamp 10) there is a large dot over the upper
right of the letter “0” of “One.” This dot appears to have
been the result of some sort of foreign matter on the plate
during the overprinting. Again, looking at this block and
the placement of the overprint, which is in the top half of

Figure 22

the stamp design, we must conclude that this block of 53
came from a sheet that was from either the third or fourth
overprintings

done on April 28

and May 1 This

is important to

keep in mind in

relation to the

discussion below

on the “broken

E” variety.

Another major
listed variety is
the “short Y” of
the overprint (see
Figure 20). The
example shown
here is from Row
6, Stamp 2 of the
13 1/2x 13 perforated sheet (see Figure
20a). Since the overprinting is located
in the upper half of the stamp, this vari-
ety probably came from either the third
overprinting (of April 28) or fourth over-
printing (of May 1). This variety does
not appear to be constant because other
pieces in my possession from the same
position on the sheet do not show it. Per-
haps this is a variety that only showed

Figure 23a  Upjate jnejther the third or fourth batches
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Figure 21

of sheets that were overprinted. According to both Payne
and Gibbons, this variety exists on stamps of both perfo-
ration types. However, | have never seen this variety ona
perforated 14 stamp. Lot 90 in the June 2006 Murray
Payne Philatelic Postal Sale is this variety, in a block of
four, and is listed as being perforated 13 1/2 x 13 from
Sheet Row 6, Stamp 2. In comparing this variety in my
possession with the photo of the variety in the Payne sale,
the overprints appear to be exactly in the same position
on the stamps, thus lending credence to the idea that the
“short Y” variety, at least on the perforated 13 1/2x13
sheets, came from the same batch of overprinted sheets.
It is also quite
possible that the
printers discov-
ered the error and
repaired the “short
Y” before com-
pleting the over-
printings. | would
be interested in
hearing from any
BCPSG members
who might have
an example of this
variety in their
possession that is
perforated 14.

Figure 23

The next major
variety isknown as the “broken E.” This error occurs on
the “E” of the word “Penny” in the overprint. In this va-
riety, the middle or center crossbar of the letter “E” is
nearly or completely missing. This variety does appear
to be constant, at least in one or two batches of the over-
printing and occurs on Row 7, Stamp 4 and again in Row
#1, also Stamp 4 of both types of perforated sheets. The
“broken E” on the pair of stamps seen in Figure 21 is
from the perforated 14 sheet while the “broken E” in the
pair in Figure 22 is from a perforated 13 1/2 x 13 sheet. If

Continued on page 16
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you look back to Figure 14,
the used left margin block s p b=
described above and canceled onel
by the R.L.O. datestamp of - PRIX
July 28, 1947, you will see
that the fourth stamp in row
lofthisblock also shows the
“broken E” variety. The block
is perforated 14.1 suspect that
this used block maybe some-
what of a unique piece for all
“broken E” varieties that |
have seen or have been of-
fered were mint examples. .
This is the only used example
that I have encountered show-
ing the “broken E” variety.
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53 in Figure 18 mentioned .
above, the fourth row of
stamps in the block (actually
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Stamps 2 through 10. If we
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to be overprinted) then this

block of 53 must have come

from the third or fourth e

batches of overprinted sheets.

If we look at Row 4 of this

block (actually Row 7 of the

complete sheet) and we count

three stamps to the right

(Stamp 3 of the block is actually Stamp 4 of the complete

sheet), we should find a “broken E” variety. However,

this stamp does not show the “broken E” variety. | sus-

pect that the “broken E” variety occurred during either

the first or second overprintings, or possibly both, and

when the error was discovered it was repaired and thus

does not occur on the third and fourth overprintings.

.ONE = ONE...

PENNY"

In collecting or acquiring this variety, one should be very
careful. | have seen stamps offered as being the “broken
E”where the center crossbar is half the length ofthe nor-
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Figure 24

mal crossbar or the very end of the bar is damaged. These
abnormalities are not the true “broken E” variety. In the
true “broken E” variety, the center crossbar of the “E” is
95% to 100% missing. | have seen these partially miss-
ing crosshars being offered at prices ranging from $50 to
over $100 for a single mint stamp, depending on the per-
foration. Whenever possible when buying this variety, it
is best to buy a position piece that shows exactly where
in the sheet the variety originated.

The final variety that | wish to discuss is one known as
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the “doable frame line” (see Figures 23 and 23a). This
variety appears on the 2d carmine unoverprinted sheets
and has the Gibbons catalogue number of 250d ea and is
catalogued at £27.00 (about $50US) mint and £38.00
($71.00US) used. This is a constant variety that appears
in Row 11, Stamp 9 of all sheets of the 2d carmine issue
including the overprint provisional stamps. For the over-
printed provisional stamps, the perforated 14 with this
variety is given the Gibbons catalogue number 264a and
is priced at £70.00 (about $131.00US) mint and £80.00
($149.00US) used. The perforated 13 12 x 13 is given
the catalogue number 264da and is priced at £170.00
($317.00US) mintand £200.00 ($374.00US) used. | sub-
mit that this variety is way overpriced in Gibbons in rela-
tionship to the market. | also submit that if one looks
hard enough for this variety, it can be found without pay-
ing anywhere near the Gibbons catalogue price. Since
the Scott catalogue does not list this variety in either the
non-overprinted or overprinted state, it can sometimes
be found in dealers’ stocks priced quite reasonably.

In closing, | would like to offer up one more item that |
recently acquired, a full sheet of the perforated 14 over-
printed provisionals (see Figure 24). The sheet does have
two examples of the “broken E” (one example in Row 7,
Stamp 4 and one in Row 11, Stamp 4). The constant vari-
ety double frame line is also present in Row 11, Stamp 9.
However, this sheet, again perforated 14 does not show
the “short Y” variety in Row 6, Stamp 2, lending cre-
dence to the idea that this variety only occurred on the
overprinted perforated 13 1/2 x 13 sheets. The overprint
on this complete sheet appears to be in the center of the
stamp design. This would indicate that this sheet came
from the second batch of 500 sheets that were overprinted
on April 22, 1947.

If anyone has additional information on this issue, | would
encourage you to write to the editor of our Journal so
that it can be included in a future issue or, if you wish to
pass that information on to me directly, you can send it to
P.O. Box 206789, Yale Station, New Haven, CT 06520-
6789, or via email address to: jrh93@SBCglobal.com.

FOOTNOTES
1Edmund A. Bayley, The Stamps of Barbados. (Wildey,
St. Michael, Barbados: Cole’s Printery Ltd., 1989), 174-
8.
2Richard Lockyer, “King George VI Varieties, Part 31 -
The 1947 Barbados Surcharge,” Gibbons Stamp Monthly,
(February 1994), 53.
3Bayley, op.cit., 154.
41bid, 154.
5Lockyer, ibid, 53.
6 Bayley, op.cit. 178.
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7Bayley, ibid, Note (2), 178.

8Bayley, ibid, 150.

91bid.

1Bayley, ibid, 178.

1 Murray Payne Ltd., Philatelic Postal Sale 1- 1June
2006, printed in the United Kingdom, 10.

ADDITIONAL SOURCES
Stanley Gibbons Stamp Catalogue Commonwealth &
British Empire Stamps 1840-1952, 2005 edition.
Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue, Volume 1(A-
B), 2005 edition.
Clarke, George L., Reynold Radford and Stephen Cave.
Barbados Post Office Markings to 1981. Surrey(?), En-
gland: the British West Indies Study Circle, 1982.

Payments to the
BCPSG viaPayPal

Payments to the British Caribbean Philatelic
Study Group can be easily made via PayPal.
PayPal is simple to use, quick and secure.
Payments can be made for subscription
renewals, donations to the various funds
such as the General Fund, The Addiss
Memorial and Publication Funds and the
Robert J. Cooley Awards Fund. To make
payments to the BCPSG via PayPal:

(1) Go to: www.PayPal.Corn
(2) Follow the simple instructions for making
a payment.

(3) Payment should be made to:
bcpsg"OOMSB CGlobaltNct
(4) You can pay using any currency, but you
should specify that the payment from PayPal
to the BCPSG should be converted into U.S.
dollars. Payments made in other currencies
must be converted into U.S. dollars and the
BCPSG incurs an additional charge.

I fyou have any problems,
please contactyour Treasurer.
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British Virgin Islands World War 1 |
Airmail Routes and Rates

By Roger G. Schnell, M.D. and Dr. Peter P. McCann
Ofthe USA

e British Virgin Islands did not have the facili-
ties to handle direct airmail service until after
World War Il. Thus, all wartime airmail from the

British VVirgin Islands was either carried to St. Thomas in
the U.S. Virgin Islands for onward air transmission or
was sent by ship to Puerto Rico to make the airmail con-
nection.

FAM 6 initiated airmail service to
the U.S. Virgin Islands on Septem-
ber 29, 1929. This airmail service
was irregular. Surface transportation
provided by the twice-weekly
sailings of the SS Catherinel deliv-
ered mail to New York in five days
compared to six days for the airmail.
In the late 1930s, Powelson Airlines
flew from Puerto Rico to the U.S.
Virgin Islands. It did not have acon-
tract with the U.S. Post Office and
in the early 1940s carried the mail
“gratis” as a favor to residents of the U.S. Virgin Islands.
The Powelson line became Caribbean Atlantic Airlines
on November 12, 1942. On December 2, 1942, the air-
line received CAB approval to carry the mail between
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. This route was
known as AM 59. Because of the War Secrets Act, the
airline schedule was not published until September 1944,
when it showed daily service. Thus, wartime airmail from

Date
June 19,1942

January 26,1943
March 25, 1943
August 26, 1943
February 1, 1944
March 29, 1944
October 11, 1944

District Director,
Immigration & Naturalisation Service, |
ELLIS ISLMB), K. Y. V. --

Letter to New York, carried “gratis”to San Juan by Caribbean
Atlantic Airlines. Franked with 10 cent adhesivefor flight on
Pan Am FAM 6to Miami and Ellis Island, New York.

September?, 1942

the British Virgin Islands could go by boat to St. Thomas
or Puerto Rico and by air from there to destination.

Wartime airmail from the British Virgin Islands was not
common for several reasons. First, the British Virgin Is-
lands did not have direct air connections. Secondly, there
were few commercial interests on the islands that required
rapid responses provided by airmail service. Thirdly, the
schedules were not always reliable, and finally airmail
was not inexpensive.

British Virgin Islands to the United States

Rate Registered Censor  Transit Mark
10d Miami

lid Miami

lid Miami

31- Yes Miami St. Thomas
5/ld Yes Miami St. Thomas
lid St. Lucia St. Thomas
2/3d Yes Miami OMS

lid St. Thomas

When the war reached the Caribbean, many air services
were curtailed or suspended. Because many of the Brit-
ish Gazettes and SROs for postal matter are incomplete
(most records were destroyed by a fire in 1950), the ex-
act airmail rates from the British Virgin Islands are un-
clear. The Leeward Islands: Notesfor Philatelists by M.
N. Oliver has a table of airmail rates during the period
derived from a series of articles by George W. Bowman,
originally published in the British West
Indies Study Circle Bulletin in 1971.
However, when comparing them to spe-
cific letters, many rates did not fit. In an
attempt to clarify these rates, we sur-
veyed airmail letters in our collections
from the British Virgin Islands during
the World War Il period.

.LIBBEAN ATLANTIC AIRLINES INC.

Although this is a small sampling, it ap-
pears that the rate from mid-1942
through 1944 was lid per ounce. Reg-
istration was 3d. The June 1942 cover
may be underfranked Id. Two of the
three heavyweight letters do not fit this



British Caribbean Philatelic Journal

British Virgin Islands to England

Vol. 47, No. 1

Page 19 January 2007

The lack of St. Thomas transit
markings on covers prior to March

Date Rate Registered Censor  Transit Mark 25, 1943, suggests surface transfer
June 5,1941 1/10d San Juan to Puerto Rico and onward air trans-
July 18, 1941 1/10d San Juan mission to Miami and the U.S. Af-
July 22, 1941 9/- Yes BVI St. Thomas ter that date, airmail was probably
January 26, 1942 2/6d Yes San Juan San Juan carried from St. Thomas by Carib-
July 15, 1942 2/6d Yes OMS St.Thomas® — o0n Atlantic Airlines (or “Carib
July 7,1943 110d England St Thomas A a5t came to be called) to Pu-
August 6, 1943 1/10d England St. Thomas erto Rico for onward air transmis-
November 7, 1943 1/ld** New York St Thomas sion.
September 7, 1944 1/10d England St. Thomas

* Also San Juan **Airmail to New York

Rational Stamping &
3212-324- W
Chicago, 111,
Te c= A

Tortola, British Virgin Islands, January 26,1943,

sent to New York City at lid.

rate schedule and appear to be overfranked. This may be
philatelic intent or ignorance on the part of postal em-
ployees as to the appropriate rate.

One aberration is the cover with the

St. Lucia censor. How or why this
cover wentto St. Lucia and then to the
U.S. is unclear.

Five letters in this list were from a Rev.
L. Wilson, Tortola, BV 1, to a Mrs. Ruth
Wilson, Yorkshire, England. An airmail
cover to Canada dated August 17,1942,
bears 10/-.

A review of the nine examples listed
shows:

» 1/10Odrate to England (five examples)
* 1/1d airmail to New York and surface
to England

e 1/1 + 3d registration 2/5d regis-

tered double weight letter via airmail

to New York and surface to England. The two 1942 cov-
ers with 2/6d (or 2/6 1/2d) are slightly overfranked.

« 9/- letter could be an 8x rate registered letter, airmail to
New York, surface to England (over-
franked Id), but is most likely phila-
telic.

A letter of interest is one from the BVI
to England which was carried to St.
Thomas and placed in the U.S. mails.
The rate was 100 airmail St. Thomas to
U.S. plus 300 trans-Atlantic airmail to
England for a total of 400, less expen-
sive than the 1/10d rate from Tortola.
The British Virgin Islands are only
about three miles from St. Thomas, an
easy and frequent trip by boat.

Road Town, Tortola, July 13,1942, airmail to England at the I110d

rate (Wilson correspondence).

These rates do not agree with the rates published by OI-
iver and Bowman. They showed rates of 10 I/2d for 1941
through July 1943 and 10d for July 1943 through 1947.

The above rates to England are differ-
ent than those listed by Oliver and Bow-
man. They show airmail to England as 2/6 1/2d for 1941

through 1943 and 2/4d for 1944 through 1947.

Continued on page 20
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Summary
Probable Airmail Rates 1941 -1944
BVItoU.S. lid per ounce
BVI to England 1/10d per ounce

Wartime rates for many countries are difficult and com-
plicated. In most cases, the schedules could not be pub-
lished because of wartime security. Postal employees were
not always aware of rate and route changes that some-
times occurred quickly and without adequate notice.
Philatelic covers further complicate attempts to determine
airmail rates. We hope that this article may entice other
collectors to add information to this database and further
substantiate (or refute) the wartime rates shown for the
British Virgin Islands.
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Road Town, Tortola, November 17,1943 to England
“ViaAirmailto New York,” Hid rate.

Addressed to Reverend Wilson, Road Town, British Virgin Islands,
“Charlotte, Amalie, Virgin Islands” CDS April 30,1943, franked with
four 10 centPrexy 1938 adhesives, sent to Yorkshire, England.
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Addressed to Anguilla...
but missent to Anguillal

By Dr. Reuben A. Ramkissoon, FRPSL
Ofthe USA

An erroneously addressed cover was apparently dis-
patched for anticipated “MISSENT" markings. Post-
marked at Tel Aviv, Israel on October 23, 1992 by a ma-
chine cancellation of seven wavy lines, the cover carries
an impossible address of Alfred Milner, P.0. Box 411194,
Jamaica, Kingston, Anguilla, and West Indies (see Fig-
ure 1).

The cover bears five “MISSENT’ markings, none of
which originates from Jamaica. A somewhat worn 54mm
square purple handstamp applied over the address por-
tion provides five reasons for non-delivery of the mail.
In this instance, a red check manuscript mark indicates
“UNKNOWN?” as the reason for non-delivery.

The absence of transit and receiving datestamps is not
helpful in accepting or explaining the several “MISSENT’
handstamp markings present on the front of this cover:
“MISSENT TO BERMUDA,” 56 x 4mm; red straight-
line is repeated twice. It is believed THE BRITISH POST
OFFICE red lettered re-sealing labels are overstruck by
the MISSENT handstamps, and were likely applied in
Bermuda. “MISSENT TO GUYANA,” 44 x4mm, black
straight-line, and “MISSENT/ TO/ SRI LANKA” 30 x
34mm, is a rectangular enclosed three line handstamp.

The most correct address sequence should be addressee’s
name, post office box number, Kingston, Jamaica, West
Indies. Based on the different locations of the
“MISSENT?” strikes, the Jamaica, Kingston address was
not pursued, as there are no Jamaica markings.

An alternate deliverable address could be addressee’s
name, P. O Box Number, Anguilla, West Indies. This is
the final considered destination, the fifth and last of the
“MISSENT” markings, struck inred asa“MISSENT TO
ANGUILLA? straight-line handstamp, 70 x 7mm, which
was first used at the General Post Office (GPO), Valley,
Anguillain 1991. This letter reached The Valley, Anguilla
on June 8,1993, as shown by cancellation datestamps on
both the front and reverse sides of the cover at The Val-
ley. (See Figure 2)

And so, amisdirected Middle East cover with completely

wrong address points, arrives at its stated termination lo-
cation of Anguilla — but a wrong address nonetheless—
and is rightfully returned to the sender about eight months
later, as the end of a series of “MISSENT” destinations.

Despite its philatelic birth, the cover journeyed from the
Leeward Islands in the Caribbean to Bermuda in the north-
western Atlantic, across the South Atlantic and Indian
Ocean to Sri Lanka (formerly Ceylon), and across the
South Atlantic to Guyana (formerly British Guiana) on
the northeast coast of South America, and finally back to
the Caribbean and the Leeward island of Anguilla, be-
fore it is ultimately returned to its sender in Israel.

Figure 1: Note impossible address on this October 23,1992
covertoJamaica, Kingston andAnguilla, West Indies, and
five “MISSENT’” markingsfrom diverse locations.

Figure2: After this cover reached its Anguilla
destination, it wasfinally re-directed back to Israel.
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More “War Tax” research for stamps
of St. Lucia and Jamaica

By John Davis
Ofthe United Kingdom

y research continues into the St. Lucia and Ja-
maica War Tax stamps. | am presenting some
additional information that may be of help to

BCPSG members, and | welcome comments that will help
to prove or disprove my conclusions.

ST. LUCIA

I know that adopted and unadopted essays exist from the
Robson Lowe sale of February 1979, but | would like a
photocopy or scan of them, or —even better —to have
sight of the originals. Do any members know where they
are now? The same goes to imperforate proofs, except |
have no record of them existing. But | am certain they
must exist as they do with other colonies.

Is it known how many of the stamps were locally over-
printed “WAR TAX” or where | may be able to find this
information, if records exist? When the War Tax was abol-
ished on June 30, 1919, Ewens reported that all existing
stocks of War Tax stamps were destroyed. Is it known
how many stamps were destroyed or where | might be
able to find this information? |1 have a feeling that no
records exist.

JAMAICA

I amresearching the Jamaica De La Rue “smaller” WAR
STAMP overprint. With the short overprint, two variet-
ies are recorded: a) short overprint 2 to 2 1/4mm high,
and b) 12 I/2mm long.

The overprinting plate

The British Virgin Islands overprinting plate was used
for several colonies. This has the well known variety on
stamp position Row 10/1 of the right hand pane “short
overprint.” This refers to the height of the overprint be-
ing about 2 to 2 i/4Amm high instead on the normal height
of 2 I/2mm. There is a footnote to this effect in Gibbons
for all relevant colonies, but not Jamaica.

De La Rue received a letter dated May 19, 1919 from
Ewens drawing their attention to this short overprint, and
they replied on May 21 to say that “the plate has been
rectified.” This overprinting plate was then only ever used
for Jamaica overprints.

Orders for Jamaica WAR STAMPS
Three orders were placed with De La Rue for the Jamaica
overprint, as follows:

* Requisition 3/19 —with an amendment on May 5,
1919 for 1/2d and 3d stamps. De La Rue confirmed that
the British Virgin Islands overprinting plate would be
used. These were packed on June 12, 1919. Quantities:
I/2d: 995,760; 3d: 86,880.

* Requisition 93/19 —September 1919 for 1/2d and 3d
stamps. These were packed on December 15,1919. Quan-
tities: 1/2d: 1,010,160; 3d: 404,760.

* Requisition 117/19 - November 1919 for 3d stamps
only. These were packed on February 3,1920. Quantities -
3d: 390,480.

The British Virgin Islands overprinting plate would also
have been used for the second and third overprintings as
there is nothing in the Crown Agents Correspondence
Books, the Colonial Stamp Books nor the Private Day
Books to suggest otherwise.

The overprinting plate must have been rectified on May
20 or 21,1919, so the short overprint would not exist on
either of the two later printings. The question is whether
the overprinting plate was rectified before or after the
first overprinting, and whether the short overprint can
exist on stamps from this overprinting. Unfortunately, the
De LaRue Plate Issue Register, that would have provided
us with the answer, no longer exists for the period prior
to 1923.

Reference material

» The short overprint variety is not listed in Gibbons, and
the only current recognition of its existence is on the 3d,
which is listed in the Bridger and Kay 1980 Common-
wealth Five Reigns Catalogue. (Incidentally, B & K also
list the normal overprint as being 13mm long, but only
12 1/2mm long in conjunction with the short [height] over-
print variety on stamp in position Row 10/1 —upper right
hand pane.)

« Stamp Collecting on March 20, 1920 reported that the
smaller overprint in position Row 10/1 of the right hand
pane is present on the 3d from the first overprinting, but
an earlier report of March 6, referring to the “second
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Library Report

By David Wilson
BCPSG Librarian

fter 10 years in the role, Dan Walker has recently
stepped down as the BCPSG Librarian. | would
like to thank him for the time and energy that he

has brought to the position over an extended period of
time.

The contents of the library have now been transferred
into my care and my contact details can be found at the
front of each issue of the Journal, and will be repeated at
the end of this article. By the time this issue is distrib-
uted, or very soon thereafter, the updated library cata-
logue will be available on the BCPSG web site (http://
www.bcpsg.com) together with the rules for borrowing.

More “War Tax’ research

Continuedfrom page 22

London overprint” recorded that the smaller overprint on
the 3d had been altered to normal size.

» Ewens Weekly Stamp News for April 10, 1920 referred
to the first London overprint of the 1/2d and 3d, with a
note that the short overprint “2.25mm high” is present on
the 3d. They made no further reference to the short over-
print on subsequent De La Rue printings of either value.

 Jamaica: Its Postal History, Postage Stamps and Post-
marks, Chapter 13 of which was written by H. Cooke,
also made reference to the short overprint onthe 3d: 2mm
high and 12 I/2mm long (instead of 13mm).

 EJP (Encyclopaedia ofJamaica Philately) page 01 -09-
03 recorded the normal overprint 2 I/2mm highand 13mm
long. Page 01-09-28 referred to the short overprint on
the 3d: 2mm high and 12 I/2mm long, and on page 01-
09-29 listed an example from Derek Sutcliffe’s collec-
tion which is 12 I/2mm long, but was silent about its
height.

» My research has found no references about a shorter
overprint existing on any of the 1/2d stamps.

« All stamps of both values from my collection are 12
I/2mm long, except some of the 3d stamps where the over-
printis in slightly thicker letters, and the length closer to,
but never as much as, 13mm.

May | invite members to consult the listing and forward
requests for loans to me as and when required. It is worth
observing that, as presently constituted, the library’s hold-
ing of general philatelic reference works and comprehen-
sive volumes on the foundations of the subject is not
strong. Rather, the concentration of publications is in the
area of Journal extracts and short articles on subjects of
interest to the BCPSG members. | hope this resource will
continue to be of value to you as you pursue your interests.

David A. Wilson
P.O. Box 1135
Great Falls, VA22066-8135
email: Wilsondajx@cox.net

CONCLUSIONS

The length of the normal overprint is 12 1/2mm, not
13mm. References to the normal being 13mm long may
have relied on earlier philatelic writings, and not based
on original research. Any overprints that are slightly
longer exist because of pressure applied to the press, caus-
ing the lettering to be slightly thicker, and hence slightly
longer. These are insignificant and not limited to sheet
positions.

Relying solely on contemporaneous reports:

« With the first London overprinting, the 3d stamps were
overprinted first, from the unmodified British Virgin Is-
lands plate.

Relying solely on the lack ofanything contemporaneously,
or subsequently reported:

* The plate was then modified and the 1/2d stamps over-
printed.

Therefore:

The short overprint 2mm-2 I/4mm high does NOT exist
on the I/2d. The short overprint 2mm-2 I/4mm does exist
on the 3d, but ONLY on the stamps from the first over-
printing packed in June 1919. Stamps from the second
and third London printings were all overprinted with the
modified plate.

I welcome comments from members, especially those
who have positional examples of both values that will
prove or could disprove any of my conclusions.


http://www.bcpsg.com
mailto:Wilsondajx@cox.net
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L_ots of news In St.

By Peter Elias
St. Vincent Study Group Leader

new developments going on the world of St. Vincent

am happy to report that there are a lot of interesting
I philately!

1) There is currently a book in the works that will cover

both St. Vincent and St. Lucia postal history, written by
Edward Proud and being co-authored by Joe Chin Ale-
ong. | will also be adding my two-cents worth and am
reviewing the postmark section of the book and provide
some additional materials. There has been a great gap in
philatelic literature (i.e., books) about St. Vincent postal
history since the book by Pierce-Messenger-Lowe was
published in 1971; that book, however, only covered
postal history through about 1915. This book should make
up for that and take it up to independence in 1979.1hope
the book will be available soon.

2) St. Vincent started “Express Mail” service on July 18,
2005 according to Ms. Celene Jack. There are special
envelopes in use, and rates are divided into three zones:

Zone A:

Barbados, Grenada, Trinidad & Tobago, St. Lucia:
EC$33.00 per pound with $5.00 for any additional
pound.

Zone B:

Wider Caribbean: EC$49.00 per pound with
$10.00 for any additional pound.

Zone C:

United States: ECS75.00 per pound with
$15.00 for any additional pound.

When | first saw the rates, | thought that this would be a
great way to use up all those high dollar gold-foil Star
Trek (and other) stamps that have been issued in the past,
but alas, that is not to be, as postage stamps will not be
used on those envelopes, and only a receipt will be is-
sued.

3) Starting sometime in 2005, the St. Vincent Postal Cor-
poration issued new “square” postmarks to the various
village post offices. My first look at once came in the
mail from the South Rivers village post office, dated June
21,2005 (see Figure 1). Also shown (Figure 2) isa post-
mark from the Fancy Post Office, located in the extreme
northern edge of St. Vincent. Other village postmarks seen
by the author are from Byera, Calder, Sandy Bay, Greggs,
Lowmans Hill, Rose Bank and Canouan Island in the
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Vincent philately

Grenadines of St. Vincent. Postmarks from some of the
other villages from October 2005 still had the older style
double and single circle postmarks.

25th. Anniversary ofthe Coronation
of Queen Elizabeth II, 1953-1978

NCASTVINCENT 50c

Figure 1
South Rivers cancellation

The postmarks are actually not quite square, measuring
32mm wide and 27.5mm tall. They incorporate the vil-

FaryPQ
QT 7—A1b

St. Vincent &
the Grenadines W.I.

Figure 2
Fancy Post Office cancellation

lage name followed by “P.O.” on one line, then the date
and “St. Vincent & the Grenadines W.L” on the bottom
two lines.

The main post office in Kingstown also has a new large
single-circle postmark (see Figure 3). The diameter is
38mm. It has been noted in both black and blue inks.As
you can tell, the postmarks are now square! At this point,
I do not know which post offices will be receiving these
devices (as some of the older round ones have been in
use for decades!). Also, no word yet on the “first day of
use” for these postmarks.

4) Registration labels have also undergone a change. The
latest registration label from Kingstown has the number
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in red instead of black (see Figure 4). It was used on a
cover postmarked on June 22, 2005. The red numbers
are also afirst (although since this publication is in black
& white, you won’t be able to tell from the illustration).
Otherwise, there does not appear to be any other change

Figure 3
New single-circle postmarkfor Kingstown

in the design. Whether the village post offices will re-
ceive these | do not know yet.

As a reminder, if you enjoy St. Vincent philately, please
considerjoining my St. Vincent “Yahoo” discussion group

KINGSTOWN
ST. VINCENT

893299

Figure 4
New two-color (black and red) Kingstown registration
label (number is in red)
[shown at 180 percent of original]

(if you have not done so yet already). There is no cost,
and it is the quickest and most efficient way to communi-
cate amongst ourselves. To sign-up, go to:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/stvincentstamps.
You can send/post messages from the group web sites, or
from your regular email software (but you have to use
the email address you signed up with).

Barbados institutes
new Postal Codes

By Keith H. Bayley
Barbados Study Group Leader

In September 2005, the Barbados Postal Service intro-
duced international Postal Codes to replace the local postal
codes. For the information of our members, especially
those who collect Barbados, the Postal Codes are as fol-
lows:

BB11000 - 11999 GPO Bridgetown

BB12000 - 12999 Eagle Hall, St. Michael

BB13000 - 13999  Welches Road. St. Michael

BB14000 - 14999  Brittons Hill, St. Michael

BB15000 - 15999  Worthing, Christ Church

BB 16000 Grantley Adams International
Airport, Christ Church

BB17000 - 17999  Christ Church

BB18000 - 18999  St. Philip

BB19000 - 19999  St. George

BB20000 - 20999  St. John

BB21000 - 21999  St. Joseph

BB22000 - 22999  St. Thomas

BB23000 - 23999  West Terrace, St. Michael

BB24000 - 24999  St. James

BB25000 - 25999  St. Andrew

BB26000 - 26999  St. Peter

BB27000 - 27999  St. Lucy

BB28000 Warrens, St. Michael

You will notice that Grantley Adams International Air-
port and Warrens offices have only one Postal Code. This
is because there is no mail delivery from these offices.
There are only post boxes and the renters have to go there
to get their mail. However, all other services are avail-
able.

Your editor’s request...

In order to complete my “reference collection” of the
BCPSG Journal, | need copies prior to July 1984,
when | joined the society.

If you have any you’d be willing to “donate to the
cause,” | ’d appreciate a call or email. 1’ll gladly
reimburse shipping costs.

Everett Parker
(207) 695-3163 or email to eparker@midmaine.com


http://groups.yahoo.com/group/stvincentstamps
mailto:eparker@midmaine.com
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St. Lucia first flight cover
To the Editor:

In Dr. Ramphal’s article in the October 2006 Journal,
he illustrated a St. Lucia first flight cover and asks for
information. | can supply the following.

The “Castries/ 1st/ air mail/ St. Lucia” canceller was
produced to cancel the stamps on covers to be carried on
the first southbound airmail flight o f September 22,1929,
and also on the first northbound flight of September 26.
The covers were datestamped elsewhere on the envelope.
It was only used for these two dispatches; however, the
central slugs were removable and in the absence of adhe-
sive air mail etiquettes, the postmaster has the “1st” re-
moved and used the handstamp as a cachet on subsequent
air letter. The latest use | am aware of was on a cover to
New York dated December 13, 1929.

The mail carrying aircraft on the southbound flight was
piloted by Charles Lindbergh and on the northbound flight
by Jack Tilton, Lindbergh having flown south from Trin-
idad on his honeymoon. The northbound flight was de-
layed overnight in Trinidad, which is why covers are dated
September 25, although the flight was on the 26th.

Alister Kinnon
Pavenham, Bedford
United Kingdom

Inventory of Bermuda stamps
To the Editor:

I’m currently trying to make an inventory of the H2
“PAID” circular datestamps of Bermuda and very kindly
ask that our members take a few moments to list any that
you have.

This request is in two parts: firstly, only fully dated
examples of the “PAID” cds without code above date.
Secondly, any “PAID” cds showing code above date. For
these details of part and full strikes required listing what-
ever portions of the date visible.

When submitting details please put the denomination
alongside and, if possible, quality of strike ranging up-
wards from fair, good, fine, very fine, superb.

Michael Hamilton

5 Winbrook Fold

Winfrith, Newburgh, Dorset DT2 8LR
United Kingdom

Statistical data
To the Editor:
The two articles by Mr. Richard Maisel on statistical
data for the British Caribbean (The Empire Abstracts and

Tables) offer interesting (yet somewhat cryptic) snapshots
of postal life in the early years of the 20th Century.

The seemingly dull statistics carry with them a great
deal of surprising philatelic information. In Jamaica,
(Table 7, Part Il, April 2006) the drastic drop-off in for-
eign-bound post cards in 1907 reflects the results of the
great earthquake of January 1907 that destroyed King-
ston and damaged other major cities. This, in turn, caused
a reduction intourism resulting in fewer tourist post cards.
The corresponding increase in foreign-bound letters pos-
sibly shows orders for new stock and the “We’re Okay”
letters to family and friends abroad. External events have
real impact on mail volume.

This also opens an area for potential philatelic research
as to the dramatic growth of postcards —especially tour-
ist postcards —in a very short period. Note that Table 3
(Bahamas) increases from 14,000 cards in 1903 to 50,000
in 1906. Table 4 (Barbados), 17,000 in 1902 to 100,000
in 1906. The same trend is seen in the remaining coun-
tries/tables. Why? The author lists some possible reasons.
How does this correlate with the number of tourists, the
economic prosperity of the U.S. and Great Britain, and
why all at once?

Mail volume is influenced by internal post office pro-
cedures and rates along with external events. Earthquakes,
hurricanes, the introduction of the telegraph and telephone
(to name a few) may reflect in these tables —IF we can
make the correlation.

Congratulations to Mr. Maisel on introducing a source
of background data which is useful regardless of collect-
ing interest or specific country.

Raymond Murphy
St. Petersburg, Florida

Election of Officers

The election of officers of the BCPSG was held by
the Board of Tmstees and the following individuals were
elected to serve a two-year term, assuming their offices
on January 1, 2007:

President - Jack Harwood
Vice President - Ed Waterous
Secretary —Duane Larson
Treasurer —John Seidl
International Representative - David Druett
Editor of the Journal - Everett Parker

Respectfully submitted,
Duane Larson, Secretary
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BCPSG Exhibits and Awards

By Paul Larsen
Awards Chairman

ollowing is a listing of recent British Caribbean
Philatelic Study Group (BCPSG) member exhibit
participants and awards.

Washington 2006. May 27 - Jure 3
Washington. D.C.

Peter Elias
4 Rings - The History of Audi (Lit.)
Large Silver
Stamping Around -
Monthly Newsletter o f the Mid-Cities Stamp Club
Silver-Bronze

Reuben Ramkissoon
Development ofthe United States Lunar Exploration
and
The Trinidad WWI Red Cross Label that Became
Postage Stampfor a Day
(Ben’s above exhibits were in the
Invited Class
and not for competition.)

INDYPEX 2006. July 7-9
Indianapolis. Indiana

Duane Larson
Lundy Island 1900-1969
Vermeil
Lundy: The Alternative Collection, 1853 to 1929
(Cinderella, Fantasy Stamp Designs)
Bronze

BALPEX 2006. September
Hunt Valiev. Maryland

Michael Nethersole
Stamps of St. Vincent, 1861-1937 (QV thru KG5)
Vermeil
India - Stamps of Queen Victoria's Reign
Vermeil

Southeastern Stamp Show 2006. September 22-24
Marietta. Georgia

Raymond Murphy
Jamaican Tourism Foundation, Growth and Impact
Silver, AAPE Award

MILCOPEX 2006. September 15-17
Milwaukee. Wisconsin

George Bowman
Victoria Barred Oval Cancels
Court of Honor Exhibit
Railroad Traveling Post Offices in Victoria
Gold; American Philatelic Congress Award for write up

Reuben Ramkissoon
Postal History of Trinidad 1797-1885
Gold, Pre-1900 APS Medal
The Trinidad WW1 Red Cross Label that Became a
Postage Stamp (SF)
Gold, Best Single Frame Award,
APS 1900-1940 Medal

ESPANAQG. October 7-13,
Malaga, Spain

Reuben Ramkissoon
Development o f United States Lunar Exploration
Gold
Paul Larsen
Caroline Islands to 1914:
The Spanish and German Periods
Large Vermeil

Filatelic Fiesta 2006. October 20-22
San Jose. California

Reuben Ramkissoon
Air Letter Sheets (Aerogrammes) o f Trinidad and
Tobago 1943-1988
Gold, APS 1940-1980 Medal,
BCPSG Multiframe Medal,

UPSS Marcus White 4th Award
Trinidad Connections ofthe 1931 Dornier DO-X South
American Flight (SF)

Gold, BCPSG Single Frame Medal
Steve Schumann
New Zealand Postal Stationery 1876-1940
Grand Award, Gold,

UPSS Marcus White Grand Award
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President’s Message _

appy New Year to each of you! | hope that 2007

will be a successful and prosperous one for you

and your loved ones. It certainly promises to be
an interesting and exciting one for our group.

Plans for our Annual Meeting in St. Vincent are nearing
completion. There is still time for you to make arrange-
ments and join us there. If you expect to make the trip,
and did not send in the “Pre-registration form” enclosed
in the last issue of this journal, please contact me directly
viaemail or regular mail (addresses inside front cover).
We need to have an accurate count of participants. A fi-
nal registration form will be included with the April Jour-
nal. You should also have completed airline and hotel
reservations. If you have not done so, please do it now.
Time is getting short.

We plan to conduct our annual auction during the St. Vin-
cent meeting. Auction manager Howie Austin can still
use more lots. This would be a good time to get them
together, and sent to him.

Group Trustees have completed the election of officers
for the 2007-2008 term. Jerry Hart asked to step down as
treasurer, and John Seidl has been elected to replace him.
Jerry has served the group with distinction for the past
several years, implementing a number of changes and
improvements to our financial reporting system. On be-
half of the officers, trustees and members of the group, |
extend sincere thanks to him for the many hours of hard
work he has put into the job. | have enjoyed working
with him, and getting to know him personally, and look
forward to his active participation in the group in the fu-
ture.

| hasten to welcome new treasurer John Seidl to the ex-
ecutive committee, and look forward to working with him.
Other than the treasurer’s position, your officers remain
unchanged. For members residing in the United King-
dom, there has been one modest change. Ray Stanton has
agreed to accept membership renewal payments inPounds
Sterling. Ray is the current treasurer of our U.K. sister
society, the British West Indies Study Circle. So U.K.
members may now remit payments for both groups to
Ray. The same is true of members in the U.S. who be-
long to both groups. BCPSG treasurer John Seidl serves
as North American Representative for the BWISC, so
those who belong to both groups may remit directly to
him for both. We hope this arrangement will make cur-
rency transfers between countries easier, and simplify pay-
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By Jack Harwood

ments by members,
too.

Finally, youreditor can

always use more ar-

ticles. They may be

long or short, on any

subject relating to Brit-

ish West Indies philat-

ely. Many of you have

fascinating hidden

gems among your

holdings. Why not take

a few minutes to write

about one or more of

them? Your editor will

thank you, and the membership will benefit from your
input. You may also benefit, as members with similar in-
terests or material are likely to contact you. Hope to see
you in St. Vincent!

Advertising Rates for the British Caribbean
Philatelic Journal for 2007

The following advertising rates will be effective as of Janu-
ary 1, 2007. All billing for advertising will be done in De-
cember preceding the year in which the advertisements will
appear. Advertisers will be billed in December 2006 for ad-
vertising in the 2007 Journals. Advertising rates are based
on (1) single-issue insertion or (2) a four issue (complete
year, January through December) rate. The rates effective as
of January 2007 are:

Type and size Ad  Cost/Single Insertion Cost/Year 4 Issues

1/4 page $30.00 $100.00

1/2 page $75.00 $250.00

Full Page $100.00 $350.00
Back Cover $125.00 $400.00
Single-Sided Insert* $80.00 $300.00
Double-Sided Insert* $125.00 $400.00

* The single-sided and double-sided insertions are stand-
alone pages inserted into the Journal by the printer. The
cost ofthe insertions also includes the cost o fprinting.

As can be seen from the above rates, there is a significant
reduction in the cost of advertising on an annual basis as
opposed tosingle insertions. The British Caribbean Journal
is agood place to advertise material from this very popular
area of philately. We distribute about400journals four times
ayear and the philatelic interests of our members range from
beginning collectors to very advanced collectors and exhibi-
tors. Qur journals reach members inthe U.S., Canada, the
United Kingdom, the Caribbean as well as many other coun-
tries of the world. For further information, please contact
your Treasurer at jseidl@mindspring.com.
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Membership Director’s Report—sy rom cira

New Members
All new applicants listed in the last issue ofthe Journal
have been accepted as members ofthe British
Caribbean Philatelic Study Group.
Congratulations and welcome to the Group.

New Applicants
Robert Anderson, 17 Brookwood Rd., Attleboro, MA
02703 USA. Philatelic interests: Bahamas, Barbados, St.
Kitts, St. Lucia, Scandinavia, U.S. plates and singles.
Sponsored by Tom Giraldi.

Neil H. Hunter, 1F-293 Perry St., Port Perry, ON L9L
1S6 CANADA. Philatelic interests: Bermuda, BWI, Aero-
philately, Canada, Trans-Atlantic (1937-1945). Sponsored
by Tom Giraldi.

Change of Address
B. Reid Hill, P.O. Box 788, Friday Harbour, WA 98250
USA

Ellsworth B. Mink, 1780 Creekside Dr., Apt. 423, Fol-
som, CA 95630-3843 USA

John Tyacke, 803-57 Charles St. West, Toronto, ON M5S
2X1 CANADA

Dale Wade, P.O. Box 491, Hayesville, NC 28904-0491
USA

| f any member has information, such asa change ofaddress, to be included in the Membership Directors
Report, please contact me, either by mail (see insidefront cover o f the Journal) or by email, at
TEG43@aol.com Thankyou.

British Commonwealth
Auction No. 2

Murray Payne's second Postal Auction (nobuyer's premium!) is
scheduled to take place in March 2007. Properties so far received include
Dr Peter Dawson's unmounted King George VI collection
and part of Harold Green's Leeward Islands;
the King Edward VII, King George V, and King George VI 10/-s and £ls.
Contact as now to ensure you receive acatalogue.

Leeward Is

CW12aB-

tiSvifknv
GIER3*

Grenada CW 16
Perfl2%x I3Vt

r

Bahamas CH‘SIIZIz;\“
columns'

Register NOW with us for a FREE cop}- of the catalogue

P. O. Box 1135, Axbridge, Somerset. England, BS26 2EW
Jel: (+44) 01934 732511 Fax; (+44) 01934 733498

Email; murraypayne@dial.pipex.com 4'\

Www.murraypayne.com

'AYNE IT

ML
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STEAMSHIP LINES
TO THE CARIBBEAN
VOLUME 1

By Michael R. Rego

This book, the first of 4 volumes, covers two of the most
important lines, the Royal Mail Line and Hamburg-
American Line. The format details the history of each line,
advertisements of the tine, route structure, listings of
offices and agents, any local stamps used, agents markings
and ship markings, together with illustrations of some of
the ships themselves and a Fleet List. This softbacked
book of approximately 230 pages will be a welcome
addition to every British West Indies collector’s library.
PRICE: £36.00 (BWISC member’s discount £4.00)
This book is available now and can be ordered from
David Druett of Pennymead Auctions at
1, Brewerton Street, Knaresborough,

N. YORKS, HG5 8AZ, UK.
orviaemail at
Pennymead @aol.com
or via Telephone at 0044 (0)1423 865962 or Fax at
0044(0)1423547057.

Please advise ifairmail or surface mail is requiredfor
overseas orders. Post & packing are extra.
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COMMERCIAL

M A I L

e have recent commercial mail, many with local usages,
including meters, inter-island, registered governmental
stampless, etc. from many of the Caribbean countries (in-
cluding Bermuda). Rare St. Vincent Provisionals 1999-2003
available.

Prices start from $US 2. Limited supply.
Please write/fax for details.

Wk also carry earlier material.
Cheques accepted in any currency.

STEVEN ZIRINSKY

Box 49, Ansonia Station, NY, NY 10023 USA
Tel: 718-706-0616 Fax: 718-706-0619
szirinsky@cs.com

Member:

APS  PTS

BRITISH EMPIRE EXCLUSIVELY

REQUEST A CATALOGUE FOR OUR NEXT PUBLIC AUCTION.
PLEASE SPECIFY YOUR INTERESTS.

WANT LISTS INVITED FOR PRE-1935 MATERIAL.
REFERENCES PLEASE.

WE ARE BUYERS OF BETTER BRITISH COMMONWEALTH STAMPS,
POSTAL HISTORY AND SPECIALIST ITEMS.

Victoria Stamp Company

PI—D
P.O.BOX 5
PHONE (201
Bral: \Victon

IDGEWOOD, NJ
G2 183 " FAX( EAX(ZUl 6120024

EBEA I\M@ILIJVARY

1, LGA
com
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THE

BRITISH
COMI\/IONWEALTH
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We are active buyers and sellers of stamps and postal
history of all areas of pre-1960 British Commonwealth,
including individual items, collections or estates.

Want lists from all reigns are accepted with references

L. W. Martin, Jr.
CROWN COLONY STAMPS A

“VISIT OUR BOOTH AT

P.O. BOX 1198

BELLAIRE, TEXAS 77401

MOST MAJOR SHOWS”

PH. (713) 781-6563

Do you Collect

the WEST INDIES and the
CARIBBEAN AREA?

As the leading SPECIALISED POSTAL AUCTION
for the CARIBBEAN and the WEST INDIES,
founded in 1976, we hold 6 to 8 sales per year and
cater for the Specialist, the General Collector and
the Beginner. We offer quality in POSTAL HISTORY,
STAMPS, PROOFS, SPECIMENS, BOOKS,
POSTAL STATIONERY, & EARLY MAPS from the
16th century onwards.

Write or telephone for FREE CATALOGUE.

Dept. BCPJ
P.O. Box 17
\
o PMILATELICY  hirsk, N. Yorks
W Etbhhd ~ vo7 17T
V7V ENGLAND

Telephone: Thirsk (0845) 523942
Member: BCPSG, BWISC

* FAX (713) 789-9998

Always the Unusual,
Esoteric & Inimitable...

We offer Mail Sales with ex-
tremely interesting material in the
$25 - $150 range. In addition, our
Public Auctions offer appropriately
rare and specialized material.

We are always interested in buy-
ing specialized items or collections.

Our Mail Sale and Public Auction catalogs are sent

free to members of The British Caribbean Philatelic Study
Group on request. Please specify which catalog you wish.

GGeorse.
Alevizos

P.O. Box 1408

Topanga, CA 90290-1408 USA

Telephone: (310) 455-2300; FAX: (310) 455-2303
Cal. Auc. Lie. No. A1229
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The British Empire

A-Z 1840-1935 Mint and Used
The Largest and Most Valuable

Stock in America

For decades we have had the great pleasure of working
closely with our clients in the formation of many fine
private and international exhibition standard collections.
| will be pleased to place our expertise at your disposal.

m 30 Volumes in all price ranges, individually stocked!
® You may acquire exactly those items that you need!
m Receive on approval (references please) or per quotation!
m Scott or Stanley Gibbons numbers!
m Prompt, expert service!

G eorge \b).Jfofstiauer

COLONIAL STAMP CO.

5757 WELSHIRE BLVD., PH#8
LOS ANGELES, CA 90036
Ph: (323) 933-9435
Fax (323) 939-9930 CONY. CSDA. IFSDA

eMail: gwh225@aol.com INTERNATIONAL
Visit our Web Site: www.colonialstamps.com SOCIETY APPRAISERS

71
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