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Postmarks of The British West Indies:
Grenada KGVI, 1937-1955

By David Horry, FRPSL
An Englishman resident in Shanghai, China

renada, the Spice Island, is noted for the pro-
Gduction of sugar, nutmegs and mace, cinnamon,

ginger, cocoa and tourism: it is the most south-
erly of the Windward Islands and in 1946 had an es-
timated population of 72,650 of which 7,104 lived on
Carriacou in the Grenadines.

In this article I will not deal with the Grenadines and
make that the subject of another piece. The island is

Snug Corner, Birch Grove and Mount Rose to name but
a few. The G.P.O. is at St. Georges (Fort Royal).

The first notable writing on Grenada postmarks came
from one Alfred Charlton, The Postal History and Post-
age Stamps of Grenada which was published by Pem-
berton in 1955 -- this, however, excluded strikes from
the G.P.O. Harvey O’Connor published “The Current
Postmarks of Grenada” in the British Caribbean Phila-

Figure 1
The early small Single Circles: Concord, Crochu and Grand-Roy.

about 133 square miles. Reginald Courtney Cade de-
scribed it in the Handbook of British Colonial Stamps
as half the size of Middlesex. This handbook was very
useful back in the 1950s as one of the only sources of
Colonial Post Offices and thus postmarks.

The French had hold of Grenada,
known then as Camerhogue, as early as
1650 but it was ceded (as La Grenade)
to Britain in 1767 at the Treaty of Paris.
Hence, of the 27 offices from the peri-
od, some bear evocative French names
-- it is difficult to discard a stamp that
bears the postmark “Morne Jaloux” or
“Grand Anse” or “Piedmontagnes” or
even “Crochu” (which means a hook).

According to Frances Key in This Is Grenada, there are
two theories as to how the village of Perdmontemps
(pronounced “Ped Muh 1a”) got its name. One is that
Fedon, leader of a slave revolt, came that way to at-
tack St. George’s and failing called it “Perdmontemps”
or “loss of time.” The other is that it is a corruption of
“Piedmontagne” or “foot of the mountains.” The Eng-
lish-named post offices are quite sublime: Happy Hill,

Figure 2
These are small Single Circles
— Birch Grove sSC(2) and
sSC*(4).

telic Journal in April 1969. There was an addenda by
Eric Heyer for the same publication in August 1969. W.
Danforth Walker and John A. Cronin looked at the whole
issue again in the BCPJ in 1973 and 1979. Ted Proud is-
sued his far more extensive Postal History of Barbados
and Grenada in 2006. My Encyclopaedia of British West
Indies Postmarks, KGVI pretty much
brings everything up to speed.

Postmarks for the period look best
on the larger KGVI definitives which
ran from 1938 to early 1951. The
small heads issued in 1951 are often
too small to house a suitable post-
mark. However, there seems to have
been a shortage of good ink at many
of the post offices and postmarks
pre-1950 often appear to be dry and faint.

Within the KGVI period, the small single circles (sSCs)
are the most numerous form of postmark. Three with
time-code were first issued in the Victorian period,
namely at Concord, Crochu and Grand-Roy (Figure 1)
and all are scarce. There are two examples from Birch
Grove (Figure 2) within the period and other scarce
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Figure 3
These are small Single Circles: Dunfermline, Happy
Hill and Snug Corner -- some sublime names.
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strikes from Concord, Dunfermline, Grand Anse, Happy
Hill, La Taste, Piedmontagnes and Snug Corner (Fig-
ure 3). The really tricky one
is Mt. Rose sSC* (Figure
4) whose office was opened
in 1940 and closed around
July 1946 -- like finding
hen’s teeth! A new office at
La Taste replaced it on Oc- 4
tober 19, 1946. An Official
Paid sSC* is found through-

out the period and is pretty
scarce (Figure 5).

Figure 4
Mt. Rose sSC* -- you

Forged postmarks are notun- Wwon’t see a lot of these!

known on the higher values

from both definitive sets, but especially the 10/- from the
first issue, where genuine used copies are at a premium,
Madame Joseph Birminghams being the main culprits.
(Figure 6). Kosher Birminghams are found at all the
larger offices and the scarce ones emanate from Corinth,
Gouyave, Hermitage, Hope and Morne Jaloux (Figure
7). Rarer items come from Grenville (last recorded date

Figure 5
Official Paid sSC* found
throughout the period.

May 14, 1937!) and Piedmontagnes last seen in 1949
(Figure 8). Examples from Corinth, St. Georges, Union
and Woburn are far easier to locate (Figure 9). Open
Birminghams from Crochu and Hermitage are scarce
whilst the Hope version is rare indeed (Figure 10).

Figure 6
Four Madame Joseph forgeries used
on the higher values.

There is just one New Birmingham found within the
period, inscribed “G.P.0. — Grenada B.W.I.” The ERD
is May 12, 1953 and LRD April 15, 1954 -- it is sur-

Figure 7
Birminghams from Gouyave, Hermitage, Hope and
Morne Jaloux.

prisingly rare (Figure 11). The Princess Alice Appeal of
1955 spawned Temporary Rubber Boxes (TRBs) at St.
Georges and Sauteurs (Figure 12) with another possibil-

Figure 8
Rare Birminghams from Grenville
and Piedmontagnes.

ity being at Gouyave; a small single line (1L) handstamp
is noted from Piedmontagnes (Figure 13).

Like many other Caribbean islands, it is not so unusual

Continued on page 6
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Figure 9
Birminghams from Corinth, St.Georges, Union
and Woburn.

to see Grenada postmarks on the
stamps of other colonies. These
were often applied as receiving /[
marks on uncancelled stamps. I1- |
lustrated here is a fine St. Davids
sSC*(1) on a Trinidad & Toba-
go two-cent (Figure 14). Some
years back it did take me a bit of
time to realize that there was no
Malvern in Grenada as this post-
mark is from Worcestershire!
(Figure 15)

KGVI Grenada postmarks are
not too difficult to find but the
small offices pre-war are some-
what more difficult. Not much
shows up on eBay but there are
odd lots at the auction houses and
fairs and the BPSC and BWISC
auctions. One very surprising
source for me was at 391, The
Strand, back in the early 1990s,
where someone had unwit-
tingly decanted an entire on
piece collection of KGV and
KGVI postmarks into the front
of house stockbooks and all priced at used catalogue!
Good old Stanley Gibbons!

Figure 10
Open Birminghams
from Crochu,
Hermitage and the
elusive Hope.

Figure 11
The only New Birmingham
G.P.O. — Grenada.

GIVE TO THE l

PRINCESS ALICE

l APPEAL

PRINCESS ALICE APPEAL

Figure 13
Princess Alice TRBs for St. Georges and
Sauteurs.

Figure 12
Princess Alice TRBs
for St. Georges and

Sauteurs.

——ry

Figure 14
St. Davids sSC*(1) on
Trinidad & Tobago
2¢, July 1941.

Figure 15
Malvern, Worcestershire
on Grenada halfpenny
green, 1941.
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Wrappers of Antigua:
Social Snippets, Supply and Demand

By Dr. John K. Courtis, FRPSL

r. E. F. Sickenberger was a druggist and health
Dinspector for the Board of Health of New Jer-

sey. Messrs. P. Walter Thompson evolved into
an international advertising agency with advertisements
placed in 200 countries. The Tropical and subtropical
America was a journal published in New York.! Theo-
dore Presser started molding cannon balls, became a
piano teacher, founded the Department of Music at Ohio
Wesleyan University, published The Etude music maga-
zine, and was the forerunner of the longest running U.S.
music company. Rev. Leonard Meister was a Catholic
priest and the local priest in Montserrat from 1901 to
1905; he was also a stamp collector and dealer. Hermann
Meyer of Domitz an der Elba, Western Pomerania, Ger-
many was a postal stationery collector.

What could possibly tie together a health inspector, an
advertising agency, a journal, a publisher of a music
magazine, a priest and a stamp collector? The common
denominator is that all received

printed are unknown. (Printing quantities of Leeward
Islands are known.) Antigua issued no wrappers during
the reigns of KGV and KGVI.

The postal arrangements of Antigua were controlled by
the British Postmaster General from London until May
1, 1860. The island authorities set up an internal post in
March 1841 between St. John’s and English Harbour,
with Mr. Scotland as the postmaster. From 1858 Great
Britain stamps were made available for use in Antigua.
Prior to the 1903 issue of wrappers inscribed Antigua,
local needs for post office wrappers were met by those
inscribed Leeward Islands bearing Antigua postmarks.

Supply

This is an eBay-based study of post office postal statio-
nery wrappers listed since September 2003. The author
has hand-collected daily all used post office wrappers
listed for sale on the internet auction site eBay. There
are about 38,000 worldwide wrap-

correspondence from Antigua post
office postal stationery wrappers.

Antigua issued two wrappers in
July 1903: a %4d green showing the
Badge of the Colony and a 1d red
of the same design, and these in-
dicia are shown in Figure 1. The
design follows the '2d grey-green
and grey-black postage stamp is-
sue of July 1903. There are “Speci-
men” overprint wrappers also of each of these denomi-
nations for U.P.U. requirements. The London printer De
La Rue was responsible for all of these issues.

The island of Antigua is part of the Leeward Islands in
the West Indies. Its capital is St. John’s to the north-west,
because of the deep water harbor allowing shipping of
all kinds. The population around 1900 (about when the
crown colony of Antigua issued wrappers) was 35,000.
Of this number, about 2,500 were Europeans who were
the core of the literate group that were responsible for
newspapers and other printed matter posted overseas
taking advantage of concessional postage rates. This
small group of users no doubt accounted for small print
runs by De La Rue in London, although actual numbers

Figure 1
Post Office Postal Stationery
indicia of Antigua.

pers in the database of which 22
are from Antigua: 16 examples
of the %d issue and six examples
of the 1d issue. While it is tempt-
ing to comment that the 'd issue
was intended for local Caribbean
usage and the 1d for regions far-
ther afield, as will be shown later,
the evidence does not support
that simple dichotomy. Obviously
more wrappers than those listed
on eBay have appeared elsewhere over the past decade
or so such as Delcampe, as well as offered for sale at
bourses and listed in catalogues of traditional philatelic
houses. What makes eBay an especially attractive outlet
for wrappers is its policy of enabling the listing of items
at prices lower than what would be economically worth-
while in dealer’s catalogues. An advantage for research
stems from the fact that items are illustrated when listed,
enabling their capture to a computer database, as well as
the transparency that arises from revealing bidder and
realized pricing information.

Demand
Of the 16 available Y2d green copies, 12 were sold at an
Continued on page 8
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overall average price of US$10.90 each. The range of
realized prices was $1 to $39.99. The author made only
one annotation at the time of collecting the sales figures
and that was the $23 for an uprated copy. The number of
different bidders involved can be used to proxy the level
of collector demand for an item -- although imperfect,
the higher the mean bidder score the higher the demand.
An arbitrary score of 2.5 has been used in a number of
similar country-specific studies as a tipping point. A
score above 2.5 implies a higher demand, while a score
below 2.5 implies a weaker demand. The overall mean
bidder score of 2.25 suggests that demand for this wrap-

for these wrappers. There were two sales of the 4d green
specimen overprinted wrapper and the overall average
bidder score was 2.00. We are left with the feeling that
the wrappers of Antigua are not of much interest to the
postal stationery collector. A summary of these realized
results is shown in Table 1 (below) for both post office
issues and for wrappers overprinted Specimen.

Postal History Interest

For collectors interested in destinations, there were four
non-Antiguan countries listed as addresses for the '2d
green: U.S.A. (9), Belgium (3), Great Britain and Bar-

And Number of Bidders per Sale

1.00 (1), 1.99 (1), 2.36 (2), 3.35 (3), 3.85 (2),
4.25 (4),7.86 (2), 9.75 (1), 9.99 (1), 23.00 (4),
23.50 (5), 39.99 (1)

1/2d

5.01 (3),9.99 (1),9.99 (1), 11.52 (2), 14.50 (7)
Specimen Overprint Wrapper Sales

1d

12d 2.00 (2), 11.16 (2)

Table 1: eBay Sales Transactions of Antigua Wrappers (2006-2015)
Sales Details US$ (Ranked Low to High) No. of Sales

Mean Sale Mean Number of
Price Bidders
12 10.90 2.25
5 10.20 2.80
2 6.58 2.00

per is not strong. The profile of bidder transactions is
one transaction with five bidders, two transactions each
with four bidders, one with three, three with two and five
sole bidder transactions. Two-thirds of the sales transac-
tions on eBay were of one or two bidders.

The sales of the 1d red averaged slightly lower at $10.20
but with a higher overall bidder score of 2.80. There
were only five sales transactions (six examples of this
wrapper having been listed during the 144 month col-
lection period). One sale had seven bidders, one sale had
three bidders, one had two bidders and two sales were
sole bidders. Again, there is not much of a demand base

uw 60 Busr 98" Aot
%ﬂw Alpeis i
Figure 2a

One of the two wrappers uprated.

bados (1 each). There were two wrappers addressed to
Antigua, both to Rev. Meister. With regard to the 1d red,
two wrappers were addressed to Germany and one was
addressed to Montserrat. There were five wrappers ad-
dressed to Rev. Meister and these have been shown to
be philatelically inspired but have been included in this
database.

For the purpose of exposition. five wrappers have been
chosen for brief comment, and these are shown as Fig-
ure 2a-e. Only two wrappers were uprated, both having
been addressed to the same advertising agency in New
York. The 2d uprating comprised a Leeward Islands

Thie Wrapper mag om
mich idetments as are 2
ef '-l-ur"l.lhr_ it i
of the nstum of ]
¥ this rale h-.'ll.il g

ey (el
| l'l-ul'\rllj

vhmrpol as o letier

e 2{ S 1%
g,

Figure 2b
Wrapper addressed to Rev. L. Meister.
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Figure 2¢
De La Rue “Specimen” overprinted

wrapper.
stamp. The unclear cancellation makes reading the date
difficult from the eBay internet image, but if it is 1912
then it is catalogued as Scott #47. The second wrapper is
an example of one addressed to Rev. Meister, of which
much has been written in the British Caribbean Phila-
telic Journal, particularly by the late Dr. Eric Bateson.

Figure 2e
Five copies had The Antigua Standard
handstamp applied.

Wrappers three and four show the upward printed ser-
iffed “SPECIMEN,” but note the different angles of the
overprint and layout vis-a-vis the indicium. The fifth
wrapper is Leeward Islands but used in Antigua prior to
their own issues and shows the purple handstamp “THE
ANTIGUA STANDARD?” of which there are five extant
examples in the database.

Postmarks
Before Antigua issued its own wrappers in 1903, wrap-

pers inscribed “Leeward Islands” were used. An exami-
nation of Leeward Islands wrappers in the author’s da-
tabase revealed 17/58 (29%) of the 1891 '4d green QV

Figure 2d
De La Rue “Specimen”
overprinted wrapper.

with an Antigua postmark. There were 14 with readable
postmarks between July 1892 and July 1901: JY 12 92,
NO 3092,NO 193, AP 22 94, DE 21 94, FE 21 95, NO
1196, AP2798,NO 998, OC 2 00, DE 19 00, FE 13 01,
JY 301 andJY 31 01.

In 1902, Leeward Islands issued the two key-plate King
Edward VII wrappers: the Y2d green and 1d red. Of the
former there were 13/21 (62%) with Antigua postmarks:
MR 1 02, DE 21 04 (2 copies), MY 19 05, MR 31 07,
AP 2307, DE 21 08,JA 4 09 and JY 15 09. Of the latter
there was only 1/6 (17%) with an Antigua postmark: NO
21 10.

An examination of the two Antigua issues showed seven
readable postmarks for the '4d issue: NO 4 03, JU 4 04,
JA1205,JA1505,JU 17 06,IN 707 and JU 21 09; and
for the 1d red issue: AP 19 04 and MY 23 04. Only St.
John’s was noted in the postmarks. (Reading postmark
information from Internet images is akin to madness
arising from staring at the sun too long.)

Non-Post Office Wrapper

Another database collected daily by the author is of non-
post office wrappers listed for sale on eBay since March
2006. This database contains 5,100 examples of world-

Continued on page 10
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wide private wrappers. Of these there are three wrap-
pers from Antigua and they are included here as part of
the record because of their elusiveness and because they
shed insights into other users. One obvious omission is
that there are no dedicated wrappers for The Antigua
Standard. This was a weekly newspaper established
circa 1872. There were another 10 or so newspapers
and gazettes published in Antigua from time-to-time be-
tween 1827 and 1908. There are no post office wrappers
and no non-post office wrappers bearing private printing
related to newspapers or any other local business.

One wrapper is printed “On His Majesty’s Service” and
this is shown as Figure 3. There is a horizontal pair of

O e Mujosly™s Bervice,

\

N

Figure 3
Antigua O.H.M.S. Wrapper.

1938 '4d green King George VI and English Harbour
(Scott #84) cancelled with a double circle “ST. JOHN’S
A ? 11 42.” The address is partly readable only; the first
line “The Houses of Foreign and Domestic,” the second
line is unreadable and part of the third line reads “Wash-
ington DC USA.” There is an initialed handstamp to the
right, and given the 1942 date of the cancellation, it is
possibly a “passed by censor” marking.

There are two wrappers addressed to Mr. J. R. O’Connell
in Plymouth, Montserrat, West Indies, and both show a
red handstamp “VIA AIR MAIL” beneath a two engine
aircraft. There is a vertical strip of seven and two single
1966 4¢ dull violet and brown Martello Tower, Barbu-
da (Scott #171) stamps paying the 36¢ airmail fee. The
double ring cancellation is “ST. JOHN’S 13 AU 70 AN-
TIGUA.” There is no information about the sender or
contents. This wrapper is shown as Figure 4. The wrap-

P
L e d
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Figure 4
Antigua Private Air Mail Wrapper to Montserrat.

per not shown to the same address bears 36¢ postage
also and dated “22 AU 70.” It is identical in all other
respects.

Conclusion

Antigua issued two wrappers in July 1903, a '2d green
and 1d red showing the Badge of the Colony. Prior to
this date the wrappers of the Leeward Islands were used
by the St. John’s Post Office in Antigua from 1891.
Since September 2003 to the present (144 months) the
author’s daily accumulation of hand-collected images of
used wrappers listed on eBay reveals there are 22 wrap-
pers of Antigua out of a total database of approximately
38,000 worldwide images. This small proportion im-
plies these wrappers are elusive but also reflects a small
print run because of restricted demand from the minor
literate population of the time. Of the wrappers listed,
most were sold at an overall average realized price of
$10.50 and with a modest collector base of 2.4 bidders
per transaction on average.

A different database of non-post office wrappers of about
5,000 images of worldwide wrappers revealed that there
have been only three wrappers of this kind listed on
eBay since March 2006, and of these there were only
two different users -- one official, one private. There
is no hint of private printing added to any wrappers of
Antigua despite the presence of colonial businesses, a
thriving sugar industry and several different newspapers
and gazettes.

Footnotes

! Stephen Conrad Stuntz, ed., List of the Agricultural
Periodicals Of the United States and Canada Published
During the Century July 1810 to July 1910. (Washing-
ton, D.C.: U.S. Department of Agriculture, 1941). Re-
print? The listing contains this entry: “Tropical and sub-
tropical America, N.Y., m, Vol. 1, No. 1-5. January-June
1908.” The “m” would likely indicate “monthly.”

2 E.M. Bateson, “The Rev. Meister Mystery: Who was
he and what was his BWI connection?” British Carib-
bean Philatelic Journal, Vol. 51, No. 4, October 2011),
pp- 11-14.
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Commander Eric David Bowie, RN

By David Horry, FRPSL
An Englishman resident in Shanghai, China

from other quarters. In 2013 I wrote that I believed Raoul de Thuin (pronounced “de Tween”) was the per-

petrator of the wooden clichés on behalf of Sir Harry Luke, who lost his stamp collection during a bombing
raid by the Italian Air force on Valetta, Malta in September 1940. De Thuin, who went by the name of “George,”
owned the “Free French Philatelic Agency” during World War I1.

O ver the past few years I have tried to move the “Madame Joseph” story forward but without much interest

According to James H. Beal in The
Yucatan Affair, “de Thuin’s residence
in Belize, British Honduras, is also
seldom mentioned and presumed to
be philatelically innocent.” Raoul de
Thuin then moved north to Merida in
Mexico, where he opened a Mayan
artifacts emporium and continued his
forgeries. This appeared to be in line
with Brian Cartwright’s assertion that
the forger was of French or Belgian i
nationality. Sir Harry Luke was a fre- e
quent flier to Belize during World War —\;":‘ --":"-;3
II and was also in Merida visiting the "“‘\?.gs ™5
ziggurat at Chichen-Itza according to
his book, Caribbean Circuit, published
in 1950.

Figure 1
Thought to be the work of Raoul de Thuin -- forged Trinidad bisect
6d on cover. (Courtesy of Ed Barrow.)

I contacted Ed Barrow recently about his bisect Barbados cover (Figure I). He had put up a website to find the
perpetrator of this confection. He wrote me at the end of October, “Yes, I think my bisect is a ‘George’ cover. He
seems to have had a passion for making bisects to fit oddball rates.” I believe it wasn’t he, but Sir Harry Luke who
sought the oddball rates.

Neil Donen, a 1935 Silver Jubilee specialist, recently stumbled upon a major clue -- the name Eric David Bowie. “I
came across Bowie quite by accident. I belong to an academic philatelic group and one of the group members gave
me the City Stamp Shop (CSS) pre-sale ad with Bowie’s name on it some months ago as he knew I collected Silver
Jubilee material. He had misread the ad which deals with the Coronation issue! It sat on my desk for a couple of
months and when we decided to do a bit on the CSS because of an unusual backstamp on a Nauru cover, I took a

Continued on page 12
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second look at the ad and saw Bowie’s name. That started
the ball rolling.” ¥
‘ Shof

a [}
The name on the ad, in the tiniest type, is E. D. Bowie = (£ / _L-f”'_’ L

(b.1900), who ran “The City Stamp Shop, 1 St. Swithin’s ff//

CoORBEN RHODES
174 LIME STREET
LONDON. EO.5

Figure 3
Gordon Rhodes Coronation Somaliland cover, May
1937. (Courtesy of Roger B. West, Avion Philatelics.)

Figure 2
City Stamp Shop letterhead of E. D. Bowie.

Courtesy of Neil Donen.
Lane, London EC4” -- noted on a newsletter dated May s v of )

1, 1937, requesting pre-orders for Coronation stamps
(Figure 2). Gordon Rhodes, whose premises were at
17A Lime Street EC3, was just a few hundred yards
away (Figure 3). Bowie was a Royal Naval Volun-
teer in World War 1. He was an ordinary seaman. Bowie
was personally known by many philatelists and dealers
as a crook but appears to somehow have escaped the
pages of philatelic history, until now (Figure 4).

According to Andrew Norris, formerly of Argyll Et- (1Y STAMP SHOP,
kin, Bowie was prosecuted for forgery of Silver Jubilee  yuae b’ Land,
covers (Figure 5) “at the insistence of Robson Lowe.” LONDON, E.0.4

(Figure 6) This was after an altercation outside his St. Figure 4

Swithin’s Lane’s stamp shop. Each morning for seyeral City Stamp Shop Silver Jubilee cover, May 1935,
days, a small group of young men had been gazing at probably a forgery. (Courtesy of John Cooper.)

DAY OF ISSUE COVER

THE TRAVEL KEY !Af i

T @mImmALTAR

E. D. BOWIE ESQ.
1, ST. SWITHIN'S LAMNE
LONDON, E.C.4
ENGLAND

Figure 5 Figure 6
E. D. Bowie Esq., Gibraltar, May 12, 1937 Coronation FDC. John Harry Robson Lowe.
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Bowie’s shop. Eventually he went outside to in-
quire what they were doing and if they would
like to come in to buy some material. It trans-
pired that the group, all who were fellow stamp
dealers, led by Robbie Lowe, were only inter-
ested in his prices with a view to undercutting
them. According to Ted Proud, Bowie set about
Lowe and gave him a good kicking! Norris
adds that Bowie had a terrible temper, rare, I
believe, in the philatelic world.

Bowie may have had ties with Harris and
Whitehurst of Birmingham and Smethwick,
respectively, who were also successfully pros-
ecuted for forgery. Each was jailed. He may
also have had connections with Julian Clive’s
Broadway Stamp Company. Clive was an ex-
Tangier MI6 operative. Bowie served his time
and swiftly removed himself to Bermuda in
1938 (Figure 7). When World War II broke out,
he went back to the navy where he served as a
Lieutenant at the shore-based HMS Goshawk in
Piarco, Trinidad. He also sold stamps (Figure
8). Ted Proud notes that at the end of the war
Commander E. D. Bowie then tipped up in Ma-
laya, where he bought substantial quantities of
Japanese Occupation overprints from the estate

If umsdaliversd retarm fs

E. O. BOWIE {_':_l'_‘lﬁl'@,._ 1l
AL Gaorgi's, St R
TRERMUDA k] : L2
o {ESEPADA i ¥
'?Ff-r.'.g}""
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Figure 7
E. D. Bowie Bermuda censored cover, in his hand from
St. George’s, dated September 16, 1940.
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Figure 8

Reverse side of cover from Lt. E.D. Bowie at Piarco,
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Trinidad in July 1943. (Courtesy of Ed Barrow.)

of a Chinese dealer. Some of the Malacca elements were forger-
ies. He may not have been aware of this at first.

Bowie returned to Bermuda in 1946 where he specialized in the
sale of stamps of the Japanese Occupation of Malaya mainly to
the North American market (Figure 9). He wrote a Catalogue of
the Japanese Occupation Stamps of Malaya, published by E.D.
Bowie, St. George’s, Bermuda (Figure 10). He also expertized
stamps, most of which appear to have been “right.” Many bear
his EDB “chop” on the reverse (Figure 11). He did by now sen-
sibly cover himself with a guarantee against fakes (Figure 12).

In February 1961, he visited stamp dealer Everard F. Aguilar in
Jamaica and personally sent “thousands of roses to The Queen
on the occasion of the birth of Prince Andrew.” (Figure 13) In
1963 he removed to The Jersey Rose Farm where he sold his
stock, some 21 tea chests worth, to Harry Martin Jr. of the Em-

Appravaln Te Sgrises Collocrors. Ramit by Masey Ordes, U, 3. Bills &0 Parssssl Chash.

COMMANDER E. D. BOWIE, ST. GEORGE'S, BERMUDA

CANLEN BOWIF-BERMIDA LEAS THAN 3 BOURS Y AIR FROM NEW VOAK

pire Stamp Corporation, Toronto. Martin sold some of this ma-

terial on to Bill Affleck, the Oshawa dealer, for $5,000 in 1975.

Figure 9
“Commander Bowie” Malayan ad, Bermuda,
May 1948.

By 1971, Bowie was back in Bermuda buying and selling
Continued on page 14
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stamps (Figure 14). Horst Augustinovic, the Bermuda philatelist and
writer, notes, “His earlier fight with Robbie Lowe is really interesting.
Between 1975 and 1980 I was involved in organising the five Bermupex
exhibitions in Bermuda. Another committee member, Geoffrey Osborn,
represented Robson Lowe in Bermuda and organised a two-day auction
to be held in conjunction with the exhibition. We got a lot of publicity
in the local press. I was associated with one of the local newspapers at
the time and to my shock Commander Bowie stormed into my office
one day and demanded that he be the auctioneer. He threatened to sue
the entire committee, etc., etc., and behaved like a lunatic. It wasn’t too
long after that when I heard that he had been admitted to St. Brendan’s
Hospital, Bermuda’s mental health institution.” He is reported to have
died just prior to 1980.

Bowie traveled extensively and always in style, traveling first class
and favoring the finer hotels of New York such as the Waldorf Asto-
ria on Park Avenue (Figure 15). His first recorded sailing was from
Avonmouth to Bermuda, in first class, on April 2, 1935. He sailed on
the Elders and Fyftes vessel Canito in the period when he went down
to Puerto Rico. His next of kin was listed as
his mother, Mrs. Ida Bowie, 123 Whitchurch
Lane, Edgware. Here are other travels:

* On January 10, 1936, he sailed from South-
ampton to New York on the Empress of Aus-
tralia of the Canadian Pacific Line, also in
first class. He stayed at the fabulous Com-
modore Hotel at Grand Central Station, Mid-
town. His occupation was listed as philate-

Figure 11
EDB chop found on
reverse of Japanese
Occupation stamps
(computer enhanced).

Pricen Cataresue or

JAPANESE (ccupATION
Stames
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Cowmnrioee, E. D, Bowie
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BERMUDA,
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Figure 10

Commander Bowie Malayan catalogue,

circa 1947.
(Courtesy of Horst Augustinovic.)

list. His address in the U.K. was “1, St. Swithin’s Lane, London EC4.” He stated that he
was last in the U.S. (Puerto Rico) in April 1935. His next of kin was listed as his mother,
Mrs. Ida Bowie, 123 Whitchurch Lane, Edgware. « On April 29, 1936, E. D. Bowie,
philatelist, headed off in plain old cabin class to New York on the Berengeria of the
Cunard White Star Line. He was accompanied by philatelists Frank Godden of 359 The
Strand and Richard Roberts of Gracechurch Street, London EC3. They were attending

From many covers and “Pieces” on hand, it

would appear that these Issues were used indis-
criminately throughout Malaya, which opens up a
_very interesting field for the collecting of “Inter-
Provincials” on much the same basis as the late
South African Colonies, immediately after they
were incorporated into the Union of South Africa.

Finally, I shall at all times be pleased to have
further information &/or offers of these stamps,
which I consider one of the ‘most fascinating groups
of stamps ever issued, representing British history
as they do, whether we like it or not!
N.B. Figures in italics denote numbers printed,

GUARANTEE

Every Stamp sold by me is guaranteed genuine
in every respect, but if any should be proved to be
otherwise, the full purchase price will be refunded
to the original purchaser if claimed within six
months of sale. Liability is limited to the amount
of the purchase price,

HOW TO REMIT

From U. 8. A. Canada, Central and South
America: by Check on U. 8. A or Canada, or by
International Money Order payable in Bermuda.
U. 8. or Canadian Bills can also be accepted, but
should always be sent by Registered Mail.

Figure 12
Bowie’s Guarantee against
forgeries, circa 1947.
(Courtesy of Horst Augustinovic.)

TIPEX, the Third International Philatelic Exhibition held at the Grand
Central Palace, May 9-17, 1936. They stayed at the Waldorf Astoria,
Park Avenue. * On November 27, 1936, he sailed for Tangiers in first
class on Union Castle Line’s Llandovery Castle. His address was “c/o
W Aberfield, Fortune & Co, London.” He was entered on the manifest as
“Stamp Dealer” rather than philatelist. * On February 5, 1937, he sailed
from Gibraltar to New York on the Conte di Savoi. He noted he was
last in the U.S. in 1920 and 1936. His mother was still residing at 123
Whitchurch Lane, Edgware. His given occupation was “philatelist.” He
stayed once again at the Waldorf Astoria in New York and stated he was
in the U.S. for one month.

* On April 4, 1938, he sailed from Avonmouth to Bermuda on the Elders
and Fyffes vessel Bayano, in first class. Again his occupation was listed
as “philatelist” and his address was 123, Whitchurch Lane, Edgware.
The ship was going on to Kingston but he was booked to disembark at
Bermuda. ¢ On July 13, 1938, he sailed from Bermuda to New York on
the SS Acadia. He stated he was last in U.S. (New York) in November
1937. His occupation was given as “philatelist,” and he was visiting a
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friend, George Harrison, Packard Building, Hendricks and East-
wood Avenue, Pennsylvania. His next of kin was his mother, Ida
Bowie was now at St. George’s, Bermuda. * On December 13,
1938, he sailed on the Monarch of Bermuda from Bermuda to

COMMANDER DAVID BOWIE left for trs home m Bermu-
da yesterday after a fortnight spemt here in connection with
hig plane to grow roses in the mountamms cn = large scale
He will retwrn to Jamaich in May

Commander Bowle sent a magniflcent floral gift consist-
ing of many ithomands of roses o the Quren on the oceas

sion of the birth of Prinee Andrew, and incidentally brought

Bermuda into the news in so doing. He will probadly make

Jamalca Ju i as § mous for her roses in the years to come.
. L] . - - L] -

New York. He stayed 60 days at the Commodore Hotel. He was
last in the U.S. in July 1938. « On August 7-9, 1939, he sailed
from Bermuda to New York on the SS Acadia. He stayed at the
Waldorf Astoria. The contact given was a friend, Mr. Brownlow
Tucker, St George’s, Bermuda. He was last in the U.S. in De-
cember 1938. « On August 27, 1942, he sailed from The Clyde
to the U.S. on SS Monterey. He was a Royal Navy Officer (no
rank -- list says “officers” at the top). All the passengers were
Royal Navy. Next of kin was listed as his mother at St George’s,
Bermuda. His address in the U.K. was Woodside Park, Barnet,

Figure 13
Bowie “Thousands of Roses to the Queen,”
The Daily Gleaner, February 19, 1961.

31. Articles anted

i hest Puees Paid For Used Ja
mawa stamps what ¢an vou offer?

. . Commander Bow:e 81U Georges
Herts. » On April 25, 1946, he traveled by air from Bermuda to Bermiida
New York with his mother. His occupation was given as naval No 1197
officer. He left May 10, 1946. He was last in the U.S. in 1939 Figure 14

Commander Bowie small ad in
The Daily Gleaner, December 26, 1971.

on “naval duty.” (NVB: this is incorrect as it was 1942! He had
$500.00 declared.

The list continues. * On May 4, 1946, he was on a Colonial Airlines flight from Montreal to New York. His address
was St. George’s, Bermuda. Occupation was given as naval officer. His temporary address in New York was Barbi-
zon Plaza. A British Naval Identity Card was issued at RN Air Station Trinidad on July 22, 1944. His wife was listed
as Mrs. Katharine Bowie, St. George’s, Bermuda. He was last in the U.S. in August 1942. He stayed three days and
was not visiting friends or relations. *On January 12, 1947, he traveled from Bermuda to New York. He had $100.00
declared and stayed 10 days. *
On May 14, 1947, he flew from
Bermuda to New York with his
wife. He had $1,000 declared. *
On August 30, 1948, he sailed
on the SS Amherst from Ber-
muda to New York and arrived
September 2, 1948. He stayed
at “2 Petercooper Road, New
York.” He was the only passen-
ger with a car on board. * On
December 10, 1949, he sailed | j i —
on the Parthia from Liverpool [ — 3 !

to Bermuda. His address was
Little Barley End, Tring while
in the United Kingdom. ¢ On
May 30, 1951, he was meant
to be on TSS Ocean Monarch
from Bermuda to New York,
staying at the Barclay Hotel, but was crossed off the manifest as not on board. * On June 2, 1951, he flew from
Bermuda to New York and stayed at the Barclay Hotel in New York City.
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Figure 15
The Waldorf Astoria Hotel, New York City.

* On May 13, 1952, he flew from Bermuda to New York stayed at the King Edward Hotel. « On July 29, 1952, he
was on a London to New York BOAC flight. * On October 2, 1952, he flew from Bermuda to New York. « From
October through November 9, 1953, he sailed on the RMS Media from Liverpool to New York in first class with
wife Katharine, an American citizen. His U.K. address was listed as Little Barley End, Tring. * On February 19,
1961 he went to Kingston, Jamaica for two weeks, according to The Daily Gleaner newspaper. He stated that he

would be back to Jamaica in May 1961 but there is no evidence that he returned.
Continued on page 16
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I have run extensive checks on him in the Unit-
ed Kingdom and Bermuda and discovered links
to George Crawford Odom and Jamaican stamp
dealer and fellow rosarian, Everard Aguilar

(Figure 16). Bowie may well have supplied the (f-* 11 /f-]

former with the Jamaican “Registered” Oval A T\Tu.’:l.'u

postmarks which have gained official status but QUEEN ELIZABETH I N

were used by intelligence services in Jamaica FIRST DAY CovER o
during the Cold War period. It means that the _ -/
“Madame Joseph” collection is actually a mis- S i AL

nomer, as | have suggested before and that Ted
Proud muted way back in 2005 in The London
Philatelist.

Figure 16
Newly discovered Aguilar Coronation cachet bears a resem-
blance to contemporary Bermuda cachets. It was not noted in
my recent book, The Encyclopaedia of British West Indies
Postmarks, Queen Elizabeth II - Coronation-Independence.

All wooden clichés are “Madame Joseph” ini-
tially made to gain financial advantage on Sil-
ver Jubilee covers and secondly made under the
instruction of Sir Harry Luke to restore his col-
lection. All the metal types were probably inherited prior to 1935 by Rhodes/Bowie. This interesting breakthough
in the Madame Joseph story is certainly down to Neil Donen’s sharp eye: more intensive enquiry is proceeding in
several quarters.
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Thanks are also due to Andrew Norris, Horst Augustinovic, Dickon Pollard, Ted Proud,
John Cooper and researcher Peter Horry.
I welcome any further information regarding Commander Ervic David Bowie or Gordon Rhodes.
Does anyone have a photograph of either of these gentlemen?
I can be contacted by email at: horry@talk21.com.

Important Note to Members!

Members will please note that effective by April, your editor will be relocating back to Maine!
We have spent five years in North Florida, near the Georgia line. And while we love the
rolling hills and fall foliage that is very unlike the rest of Florida, we cannot take the
heat and humidity any longer!

As of this writing, we are still located outside Lake City, Florida. For that reason, until next
April, it would be best to email me regarding current address if mailing something.

If we do not sell before, we will be relocating in early April.

Our email address will remain the same: eparker@hughes.net
By April 1 (or before), our new address will be:

Dr. Everett L. Parker
117 Cedar Breeze South
Glenburn, ME 04401-1734
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Interesting document may be circular letter

By Charles Freeland
Of Switzerland

recent acquisition is a document embossed
A\Zith the Barbados crest and signed by the
cting Colonial Postmaster, Wm. Trim-
ingham (see illustration). Headed “General Post
Office Barbados,” it is addressed to the Postmaster
Tobago and has the appearance of a circular letter
as the letter is plainly written by a clerk, but the
signature and a few corrections have been added by
Trimingham. At the foot of the letter are affixed six
1882 Barbados stamps, two singles of the 2d and
pairs of the 1d rose and 2'2d ultramarine.

The circular (before corrections) reads as follows:
General Post Office, Barbados, 28" August
1882'

Sir

1 have the honor to forward for your informa-

tion two specimen of postage stamps of each of
the following values — vizt (sic) two pence half
penny, one penny, and half penny, which are
about to be brought into use in this colony.

1 have the honor to be Sir, your obedient servant,

(space) Colonial Postmaster.

The Postmaster

Trimingham has amended the date to 18 Sep-
tember (1882) and replaced “are about to be” by
“have been.” He has added “Tobago” after the addressee
Postmaster and “Actg” before his own title.

The first thought was that this was something to do with
the introduction of the new UPU color scheme earlier in
1882, as both Barbados and Tobago became UPU mem-
bers in 1881. However, it is hard to see how the Barbados
postmaster would have had any responsibility for other
colonies to adopt the scheme; indeed Tobago retained the
“wrong” colors of the ’2d and 1d until 1886. The word-
ing suggests that is more likely that the circular acted as
a forerunner for the (unoverprinted) Barbados specimen
stamps that, according to Bendon, were circulated in
October 1882 by the UPU. Both Barbados and Tobago
were UPU members at this date so there seems to be no
advantage in a bilateral specimen distribution but both
countries together with Grenada, St. Lucia and St. Vincent
were members of the Windward Islands Federation, so
it may have been as a courtesy to the fellow members to
notify them of a wholly new stamp issue, very different
from the preceding Britannias.
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My thanks to Edmund Bayley, the author of the three
volume definitive study of the stamps of Barbados, and to
Ed Barrow, co-author of Tobago: The Philatelic Story of
a Small Island, for their insights on this circular. Neither
had seen anything similar but if any other member has
one I would be interested to hear from them.

Footnote
! According to Bayley, this is the date of issue in the island
quoted by The Philatelic Record, although the stamps had
been invoiced some months earlier on April 14, 1882.
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May 28

World Stamp Show - New York 2016

- June 4
By Mary Gleadall, Secretary

be held May 28 through June 4. Please visit the

website: http://www.ny2016.org/ for details. This
is a major show and BCPSG members are encouraged
and urged to participate with us. You may also contact
President Duane Larson or myself for additional infor-
mation about the venue and our activities.

The World Stamp Show — New York 2016 will

HOTELS

The BCPSG has chosen Fairfield Inn East Rutherford
at a cost of $139 per night and our hospitality suite will
be there. The Fairfield Inn has free WiFi, microwave,
fridge, TV, breakfast and parking available. Taxi fare is
roughly $40 to the convention center but public transport
is nearby and affordable. It is advisable to book the hotel
of your choice soon and can be accomplished using the
following links. There are only a few hotels within one
mile (walking distance) of the Jacob Javits Convention
Center as many attendees booked early. So don’t delay
if you intend to attend.

Please click one of the following links for the hotel res-
ervations page:

For show attendees: https://registration.experientevent.
com/ShowWSS161/

For dealers and postal administrations:
http://registration.experientevent.com/
showWSS161/?lowcode=DEL

The reason for two different links is that it helps us track
dealer reservations separately. The hotels and prices are
the same for both links. The links for hotel reservations
are also available on the World Stamp Show-New York
2016 website at http://www.ny2016.org/SubMenu/Ho-
tel Reservations.aspx?id=>522.

If you need any assistance in making your reservation,
please contact the Experient customer service at the fol-
lowing: Via email: worldstamp@experient-inc.com;
Toll Free: 800-967-8852; International: 847-996-
5832.

The BCPSG, the BWISC and the Bermuda Collectors
Society will be sharing a society table from Saturday,
May 28 through Saturday, June 4. Please consider vol-
unteering to help at our table for short periods of a cou-

ple of hours.

Please check periodically for changes at this website:
http://www.ny2016.org/EventCalendar.aspx.

Delta Air Lines has been appointed as “official air car-
rier” for this event. Special discounts are available for
both domestic and international travelers. Rates vary
based on flight origination and class of service selected.
There are two ways to take advantage of this offer, either
online or by phone. Online, go to http://www.delta.com/
meetings, click on “Book a Trip” at the bottom then find
flights to meet your needs. Near the end of your transac-
tion enter the Meeting Event Code of NMMHB in the
appropriate box and the discount will be applied. Try a
different browser if you encounter a problem. If you pre-
fer, call Delta Meeting reservations toll-free at 800-328-
1111 Monday through Friday between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m.
Eastern. Also reference Meeting Event Code NMMHB.
Please note that phone bookings will incur an additional
service fee. Delta partners with Air France, KLM and
17 other airlines as part of the Skyteam global network,
offering over 1,057 destinations worldwide.

The British Caribbean Philatelic Study Group is orga-
nizing a seminar on West Indies philatelic and postal
history on Wednesday, June 1, 2016 at the convention
center. Invitations to attend are being extended to mem-
bers of the BWI Study Circle and the Bermuda Collec-
tors Society who will be attending the exhibition.

For convenience, the seminar will be held at the exhibi-
tion venue. No prior reservations are required. A copy of
the program for the seminar can be obtained from one
of the following: Duane Larson — email: dlarson283@
aol.com; Richard Maisel — email: xxjones@juno.com;
Colin Fraser — email: Frasersstamps@cs.com.

The society dinner will be offered on Wednesday, June
1 from 7 to about 11 p.m. at a nearby New York City
restaurant. The Executive Board meeting will be held
on Thursday, June 2, from 10 to 11 a.m. (Show Venue
— IE06). The Annual General Meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, June 2 from 1 to 2 p.m. (Show Venus — [E06).
More show information will be posted in the April Jour-
nal and on the BCPSG website as it becomes available.
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Michel Forand
1941-2015

nless you were among an inner circle who knew

| | Michel had contracted leukemia about 18 months

ago, it will have come as a shock to learn that he

passed away on September 22, 2015. It was typical of

Michel, an intensively private man, that he had shared his
health problems so sparingly.

So private indeed, that many of us knew hardly any-
thing about his personal life. Michel was born of French
Canadian parents in Montreal where his father owned
a large manufacturing company. A talented linguist, he
graduated from college where he majored in Spanish, but
he was fluent in English as well as French. He lived in
Ottawa for most of his life after becoming an employee
of the Economic Council of Canada. Here he developed
his extensive skills as an editor, proofreader,
translator and indexer that he used to such
advantage in the philatelic field. After the
office was closed in 1992, Michel contin-
ued to work as a freelance consultant in the
same field.

Michel collected Bermuda postal history
until he sold his collection through Phoebe’s
Victoria Stamp Company in 1998. Nonethe-
less, he remained a Bermuda Collectors So-
ciety member and served for several years
as a BCS Director while continuing to use
his professional expertise in several areas of
interest to Bermuda collectors. Initially, he
was my co-author in producing Bermuda Mails to 1865,
a modest 1995 book produced by the British Caribbean
Philatelic Study Group that gained several high medals in
literature competitions, but more than that he was also the
editor who laid out the book for publication.

Second, we are all indebted to him for compiling and
keeping up to date (to 2013) the Index for Bermuda Post
that you can access at the website http://www.bermudacol-
lectorssociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/2013-
bermuda-post-index.pdfindex. In addition, he worked
with me to compile a listing of books and auction cata-
logues relating to Bermuda philately that also appear on
the website (http://www.bermudacollectorssociety.com/
archive/).

Perhaps most significantly, in addition to having been
the original author or co-author of six sections of the
Bermuda Specialized Catalogue, Michel stepped up to
become co-editor with David Cordon when the project
seemed to have run into the sand. While David led on
the pricing and scanning, he would agree that Michel was
the traditional editor without whose professionalism in
bringing the project to publication might have meant it
would still remain only in our minds. It should also be

Michel Forand
1941-2015

mentioned that many of the most important books on-
Bermuda philately published over the past 30 years have
benefitted for Michel’s editorial skills, including Peter
Flynn’s Intercepted in Bermuda and Myles Glazer’s King
George V High-Value Stamps 1917-1938.

Although Michel never edited the Bermuda Post, he
had distinguished periods editing other journals. From
June 1991 to December 1997 he acted as a proactive
editor of the British Caribbean Philatelic Journal, the
BCPSG’s quarterly publication, during which time he
persuaded such luminaries as Morris Ludington to write
substantive articles. In 1997 his second BWI publica-
tion appeared when he masterminded Leeward Island
— a Postal History Anthology issued by the BCPSG to
coincide with the Pacific 97 International.
He also prepared an extensive index for the
BCPJ running from 1984-1996. From 1991
to 1995 he edited the prestigious American
Philatelic Congress book, and also edited
certain Pacific journals.

Michel had other philatelic interests, in-
cluding Fanning Island and lighthouses. In-
deed, his interest in lighthouses, which he
researched extensively after his retirement,
went far beyond the philatelic. His other
love was philatelic literature and he retained
much of his library until his death. He also,
of course, had other interests, the principal
one being a lover of classical music and he owned a large
collection of music CDs.

Although Michel did not write many articles, when he
did the results were thoroughly researched and highly
authoritative. For example, his early anthologies of Ber-
muda philatelic literature appeared in a series of articles
in Philatelic Literature Review in 1992 and 2002, the
forerunners of what now appears on the BCS website.
His main BWI philatelic contribution was his 23-page ar-
ticle on the Bermuda postmaster stamps published in the
56th Congress Book in 1990 that is still often quoted as a
key research source in the Bermuda philatelic literature.
He also wrote one or two fine articles on Bermuda World
War II censorship.

Michel will be remembered as a gentle giant, a friend
to many and a serious philatelist and researcher, who ap-
parently had no enemies even in the often contentious
world of Bermuda philately. He did much more for Ber-
muda philately than many more prominent names ever
did and we should be eternally grateful for that. He never
married but is survived by three brothers and a sister, to
whom we extend our deep sympathies.

-- A remembrance by Charles Freeland
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Arthur Rowe Spurling
A World War I Hero (Part 2)

By Hap Pattiz

Rowe’s personal story

ground for this article (over 60 covers with en-

closures) was sold by the Victoria Stamp Com-
pany. It coincided roughly with the sale of Rowe’s DFC
by Warwick & Warwick Auctions on August 12, 2009,
along with other war memorabilia, for £12,650, over
$20,000 at the time. Rowe had been reluctant to talk of
his wartime activities and his 12 grandchildren were too
many to divide the material among them, hence the deci-
sion to sell the collection.

The correspondence which provided the back-

Figure 1
Cover from Grimsby dated August 8, 1916, from
Rowe to his mother in Bermuda. Cover has a CM15
Bermuda censor mark in purple and manuscript date
“Aug 8th” indicating when it was written.

Much of Rowe’s correspondence refers to letters he had
received from his family in Bermuda. Sadly these items
were not in the archive, but would rate as philatelic trea-
sures as little mail to the Bermuda Contingent has sur-
vived, perhaps not surprising considering conditions in
the trenches.

Rowe corresponded extensively with friends and fam-
ily at home. All these letters show interesting philatelic
markings, including censor marks. These show that the
Bermuda Contingent’s initial deployment was a hard
slog and no leave was available. He especially appreci-
ated mail from his sisters Ethel and Gladys and asked
for food and fudge. He was plainly badly paid but had
received some funds from his family which helped cheer
him for his birthday on May 19, 1916.

Rowe’s luck ran out in July 1916. His three sets of
wounds and shell-shock led to him being sent back to
hospital in England. After his recuperation, he returned
to Grimsby and on August 8, wrote about his compan-
ions killed and wounded (Figure I). By then the Second
Bermuda Contingent had arrived and Rowe was pleased
to spend time with more of his old Bermuda friends.

Y-M-C-A
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Figure 2
Letter from Rowe on YMCA stationery, recalling
incident of Lt. Leefe Robinson shooting down a
Zeppelin. (Image is of poor quality.)

He was eventually able to take some leave and found
friends to stay with in London. But his ordeal at the front
and his wounds left him weakened and soon he caught
the dreaded Spanish flu. Like his colleagues he was dis-
couraged by the lower pay scale for the Bermuda Con-
tingent than for the soldiers from other colonies.

Camp life had its moments of excitement. Rowe wrote
home about German Zeppelin attacks close to his camp
and commented on the shooting down of one of the dread-
ed Zeps over London by the British aviator Lieut. Leefe
Robinson, who earned the Victoria Cross (the highest
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award in the British Army for exceptional valor), per-
haps inspiring Rowe to join the RFC (Figure 2). Rowe
wrote home about the terrible British weather, while also
bemoaning again the loss of so many colleagues killed
or wounded. In fact, five times more soldiers died from
sickness than from war wounds, no doubt made worse
by conditions at camp.
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Figure 3
Cover to Bermuda from Rowe, postmarked Denham,
Uxbridge on May 21, 1917, to his mother. The cover
has the CM15 Bermuda censor marking in purple.

On the personal level, we read that Rowe had “met” a
young lady, Muriel Taylor, and he had just learned from
Gladys that his friend George Davison, who he believed
was Gladys’ beau, had been wounded. This was news to
those at camp.

As a fourth child with three older sisters, a father who
had died in 1912 and no advanced education to speak of,
Rowe was thought to have limited prospects for success.
He joined the army as a private, and though he received
honors in the trenches, it was not until he joined the air
corps late in 1916 that he excelled. Rowe wisely had
sought advice from his uncle, Stanley Spurling, a lawyer
and member of the Bermuda Parliament, which perhaps
led him at the end of 1916 to apply to join the RFC.

Christmas 1916 found Rowe spending more time in
London, where the Taylors lived. But he now had a new
lady interest in Dorothea J. McLean of Oak Park, Illi-
nois. By January 1917 Rowe was busy training as an air-
man. Meanwhile, we learn that Gladys had announced
her engagement to Aubrey Williams, a Canadian, dis-
placing his friend George Davison.

Rowe’s change of focus allowed him an extended period
of leave before he joined the RFC to start his training.
He took this opportunity to go home to Bermuda via
Canada to attend Gladys’ wedding to Aubrey Williams

on April 11, 1917, before joining the RFC in May. He
whizzed through the training, proving to be a natural pi-
lot and soon an air ace.

On his return from leave to attend his sister’s wedding at
the end of April 1917, Rowe stopped in London (bring-
ing back 50 pounds of sugar), then quickly moved to
Denham training camp near Uxbridge in early May to
start his RFC training (Figure 3). He liked his new title
“cadet” and insisted it was used by family and friends.
His high personal qualities emerged from the beginning
of his cadet training, being one of only four (out of 500)
cadets to head his sport and training team. Throughout,
Rowe was becoming ever more interested in hearing
from Dot McLean.

In double quick time Rowe was moved to another train-
ing camp in Reading (only 16 of 194 cadets did so). The
course remained intense and the rain was persistent. By
the end of July, Rowe had earned his 2nd Lieutenancy
(provisional) and moved on to another training camp in
Hendon (Figure 4). He was already flying, including
two hours of solo flight. He was proud of his progress,
encouraged by Dot. And he now wanted his title recog-
nized (2nd Lt. A. R. Spurling).
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Cover to Bermuda from Rowe to his mother,
postmarked “Denham, Uxbridge” on June 14,
1917. The cover also bears the Bermuda CM15

censor mark in purple and manuscript date

“July 4th, 1917.”

By October 1917 Rowe had completed his probation,
was confirmed as 2nd Lt. (Figure 5) and had moved
again to another training camp at East Harling, Nor-
folk. He had also earned his first class flying officer
and pilot’s certificates. In his new position as an offi-
cer, Rowe asked that no further money be sent home but

Continued on page 22
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warm clothes and fudge would be welcome. The rigors
of training caused Rowe to go into hospital with flu by
November. The completion of his training was delayed
and he took some leave in London. The weather was
nasty (black fog) and he was recuperating at the Taylors’
and working for the Bermuda Contingent Committee.
He was, of course, most pleased with his commission
and with his rapid promotion compared with others in
the Contingent.
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Figure 5
The first page of a letter on military stationery,
“School of Instruction, Royal Flying Corps, Hen-
don.” Notice the manuscript mark at top, “ARSpurl-
ing, 2nd Lt.” Rowe had been at Hendon since July
30 and was “gazetted” a 2nd Lieutenant on the same
date. The letter was sent to his mother in Bermuda.

Although his recovery continued, Rowe’s medical con-
dition required him to wait until May 1, 1918 to finish
his training in gunnery at Turnberry, Scotland (Figure
6). On April 1, 1918 the RFC merged with the Naval Air
Corps to become the RAF and on the same date Rowe
gained his full Lieutenancy. Once the RFC had accepted
him, Rowe’s pay increased significantly and he began to
send funds home to his mother (via the Contingent Com-

mittee or his uncle Stanley Spurling), which he could
now well afford with his pay increased from 7/6d per
day to 25/-.

By early July 1918 Rowe was in Turnberry, now stay-
ing in a luxury hotel for RAF officers, certainly luxury
compared to “under canvas” in Grimsby. Again Rowe
excelled and added a Persian blue kitten as a pet and
flying companion.

By July 13, 1918 Rowe was again over France, now
as the pilot of a two-seater DH9 light bomber in 49th
squadron. By this time British planes were making fre-
quent forays behind German lines, and this was the oc-
casion that Rowe earned his DFC.
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Figure 6
Front of postcard from Rowe to his sister, Ethel, in
Bermuda. The postmark is from Turnberry on July
8, 1918. There is no censor marking.
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Writing home about the award, Rowe expressed pride
but also disappointment not to have been given the VC,
like Leefe Robinson. He sent home newspaper reports
and a letter of congratulations from his Commanding
Officer, Major Banning. Rowe noted that he had been
shot down (earlier in July?) and that, through all this, his
kitten had flown with him. He also lamented lack of any
word from Dot.

Meanwhile, Rowe’s sister Gladys, now Mrs. Aubrey
Williams, was living in Toronto. She was pregnant and
looking forward to Christmas in Bermuda. Their sister
Olive was now living and working in New York City.
Gladys wrote home to her mother about her life and
events and about Rowe’s heroics, of which she was very
proud. Less happily, she wrote about the spread through-
out Canada of Spanish flu that was becoming a world-
wide scourge.

Gladys was proud that Rowe had shown up his uncles
and cousins who had derided Rowe and his prospects as
a young man. She had also kept up with the two ladies
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in whom Rowe had expressed an interest, Dot McLean
and Muriel Taylor. They had told Gladys of their feel-
ings, and intentions. This contact became especially im-
portant after Rowe’s triumphs and even more so when
shortly afterwards he became seriously ill.
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Figure 7
Arthur Rowe Spurling wearing his
RAF insignia.

Rowe had been released from military duty on Sep-
tember 19 when the war was nearing its end (Figure 7
shows him wearing his RAF insignia), but again the ter-
rible Spanish flu struck him down. Muriel visited Rowe
regularly, though sick herself, and spoke of Rowe’s pet
kitten “Fluffy,” which Rowe intended to bring home to
give to his mother. She also spoke of Rowe’s desire to
see his DFC decoration mentioned after his name.

As the war ended (November 11, 1918) Gladys wrote of
her intended trip home before Christmas, of her former
beau George Davison’s recovery from his wounds in a
London hospital, and of her personal views of Muriel
and Dot; she preferred Muriel while he preferred Dot,
but in the end, neither got him.

Gladys got home but despite having remained healthy
until then, she caught the deadly flu and died on Decem-
ber 1. This tragedy was a crushing blow to the Spurling
family; meanwhile Rowe remained near death in Eng-
land. Fortunately, he recovered after two major opera-
tions by mid-March 1919 and wrote home about his con-
valescence by the sea.

Rowe finally returned to Bermuda, where he received
his DFC from the Governor in Hamilton Council Cham-
bers on March 3, 1920 and went into civilian life where
he had some business success. He became an importer
of mushrooms, established a taxi service and founded
the Bermuda Paint Store in Pembroke that still bears his
name.

Despite his early interest in women and his status as a
war hero, Rowe lived at Penarth as a bachelor until 1948
when he married Ilys Darrell from a prominent Bermu-
da family. They had two children, Ilys and Arthur, who
grew up at Penarth. Rowe’s mother, Alice, died in 1952.
In the 1970s the family moved to Guernsey, intending
to return to Bermuda; but Rowe developed Alzheimer’s,
and was sent to England where he died in a convalescent
home in 1984. His body was returned to Bermuda for
a funeral at the Anglican cathedral in St. Georges and
burial in Pembroke. His two children married and had
large families of seven and five children.

There is much military interest and philately in these 60
letters, but there is also the story of one man’s devel-
opment from an unexceptional youngster to a national
hero. The history of the Spurling family, especially of
Rowe’s half-sister Ethyl, is also prominent. More of the
correspondence may well exist and I would urge any
readers who may possess or have access to more of it
during this period or who has further information about
the persons mentioned to contact me (HAPLAW@
ROADRUNNER.COM) or the editor.

Please Help!

Your editor is seriously in need
of articles for this publication!
You have always come through

before -- now we need to step up
and do it again. The situation is
critical! The well is nearly dry on
future articles. I am really
uncomfortable unless I have at
least a dozen articles available
for forthcoming issues.
Please help create a backlog for
me! And please do it now!
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A philatelic literature review

New Nevis postal history book a must for
both specialists and general collectors

here is no question the British West Indies

I Study Circle (BWISC) in Great Britain has

published many excellent hardbound books

over the decades. One outstanding feature of the

books produced by BWISC is an attention to detail
and quality of production and printing.

That benchmark of quality and attention to detail
continues in a new book, Nevis, the Stamps and
Postal History 1661-1890, written by two inter-
nationally known philatelists, Federico Borromeo,
FRPSL, and Charles Freeland, FRPSL.

This is both a beautifully produced book and a
serious academic study of an area that has been
somewhat neglected in philatelic literature. It is the
first tome on the subject in many years, and one of a
very small number covering the Caribbean island’s
postal history.

In fact, as the authors point out in their Introduc-
tion, excepting the rather small booklet produced a
century ago by Fred Melville (there were two edi-

tions, in 1909 and 1910) and the “Classic Collec-
tions” booklet published by BWISC in 2001, there
are no handbooks devoted to Nevis philately. “It is
true that many articles have been published in the
specialized philatelic journals, but this is the first
publication that attempts to cover all aspects of
Nevis postal history and philately in a documented
and exhaustive manner,” the authors wrote.

Perhaps one of the reasons why there has not
been much written is that after World War 11, inter-
est in the island’s postal history seemed to decrease.
Collectors who have focused their efforts on the is-
land are few.

But that does not mean the island has little to
offer the researcher. There are many aspects to a
collection of Nevis: a range of pre-stamp marks,
Crowned Circles (also used as provisionals), “Ship
Letter” marks, Great Britain stamps used abroad,
provisional issues, village manuscript cancels, es-
says, proofs, specimens, reprints (1931), stamps

BRITISH WEST INDIES STUDY CIRCLE PUBLICATIONS

‘NEVIS — THE STAMPS AND POSTAL HISTORY (1661-1890)’ by Federico Borromeo, FRPSL and
Charles Freeland, FRPSL. This is the first definitive handbook on Nevis to be published since the slim
booklet by Fred Melville in 1910. Despite its small size, this island has attracted collectors from the
earliest days. The book traces the pre-stamp history and examines the early Nissen & Parker issues in
great detail and goes on to describe the evolution of the De La Rue printings. It also includes chapters on
postal stationery, revenue issues and forgeries. This book is a must for all BWT collectors.

A4 size, hardbacked with dust jacket, (viii) + 208 pages. ISBN: 978-1-907481-19-2
Price: £35.00 (approx. $52.00). BWISC Members’ Price: £32.00 (approx. $48.00).

These books and others published by the BWISC can be ordered from:— David

a

<

Druett, Pennymead Books, 1 Brewerton St., Knaresborough, N. YORKS. HG5
8AZ. Tel:- 01423 865962 or E-mail: Pennymead@aol.com. Orders will be dispatched

with invoice and prompt payment is requested. Payment may be made by cheque or

AN

/

credit card. Orders from outside UK for heavy books will be dispatched per airmail
M Bag. This service requires a street address and is not available to PO Boxes.

All books published by the British West Indies Study Circle are displayed on www.

bwisc.org and on www. pennymead.com.
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overprinted “REVENUE,” and a wide range of
forgeries. Much of the material is not easy to find.

Perhaps one of the more significant attributes of
the new book is a census of all known incoming
covers within the period covered. In addition, there
is a thorough review of all major auctions contain-
ing Nevis material.

There are several important appendices as well.
Postal rates within the period covered are listed;
consignment tables for stamps with printing figures
are listed, and there is a discussion of the great Nev-
is collections (with mouth-watering illustrations of
rarities in full color). There is also a thorough dis-
cussion of Nevis rarities with their provenances.
There is an extensive bibliography and an index.

The book is produced on high quality non-glare
paper. There are 222 pages, and there is a very at-
tractive dust cover. The book is available for £35
(about $56.50 US) plus shipping from Pennymead
Books, 1 Brewerton Street, Knaresborough, North
Yorkshire HG5 8AZ, United Kingdom. The email
is: pennymead(@aol.com.

-- Dr. Everett L. Parker

We (still) need
articles!

The situation is getting critical again
as there 1s not enough material to fill
these pages (and that’s why we use
filler such as this!).

Please continue to prepare
and send items for publication,
and please be patient as not all
material can be printed at once!

The Editor

Nuggets from the past ...

In the December 1970 Journal, Stan Durnin wrote
about a visit to Antigua. He stopped at several post
offices and provided examples of postmarks. He also
photographed several post offices and the employ-
ees at each. Colin H. Bayley provided an article on
Barbados maritime marks (illustrating several), and
Eric H. Heyer discussed the foundering of the St.
Kitts-Nevis inter-island ferry, the MV Christena. He
wrote that he had traveled on the ill-fated ferry with
fellow BCPSG members earlier.

Also, J.M.G. Adams sought information about a
Barbados World War I prisoner of war camp, and it
was noted that over 50 members attended Philympia.

Writer’s Guidelines

Prospective authors are encouraged to submit
articles for the Journal. We need a constant supply
of material to fill these pages. The following are a
few hopefully helpful hints to guide you in preparing
a submission. These rules are not etched in the pro-
verbial concrete, and you are encouraged to contact
the editor (address and email on page 3) if you have
a question.

+ Electronic submissions are preferred, but not re-
quired. In sending a manuscript, whether typed
and sent by regular mail, or by email, please follow
these standard typesetting conventions: one space
after periods or other punctuations, and indent para-
graphs. No space need be left between paragraphs.
Tables and charts should be prepared separately
and not embedded in the text.

« If a file is sent by email, do so either as an attach-
ment or “regular’” email. You may also send material
on CDs, disks, or Zip disk.

» Generally, scans used for web pages do not have
sufficient resolution for use in print. Scan images at
300 dpi and at 100 percent (roughly the size of an
average illustration in the Journal).

« If a scan is to be used as a color image, send it
CYMK, not indexed color.

+ Save the scan only as a jpeg or tiff image.
» Most important: send each scan as an attachment
to your email and not embedded in the word process-

ing document.

If you follow these simple rules, it will make your
editor a happy camper!
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BCPSG Exhibits and Awards

By Paul Larsen
Awards Chairman

Philatelic Study Group (BCPSG) member exhibit

Following is a listing of recent British Caribbean
participants and awards.

INDYPEX 2015
October 2-4
Noblesville, Indiana

Peter McCann
Montserrat: Postal History of a Caribbean Island
Gold

Deadlines

Deadlines Deadlines

We’ve all got them, and this journal

is no different! Deadlines for receiving
material for publication (and that means in the
editor’s hands, not mailed) and the anticipated

mailing date for each of the quarterly issues
of this publication are now found at the
bottom of page 3.
Please take note of these dates!

Nuggets from the past ...

Raymond wrote about visiting Anguilla’s Forces
Post Office. Gale noted that the British Army
Base Commander, Lt. Col. Bruce Brown, had grant-
ed him access and special privileges at Camp Alamo.

Also, Jack Arnell wrote about the grounding of the
Redpole packet in Bermuda in 1827. Dr. John M.
Lockie provided first flight figures for Trinidad and
Tobago, and Byron R. Cameron discussed marine in-
surance fiscal stamps of Jamaica. R.C. Coleman and
Dr. Ben Ramkissoon discussed independent Anguilla
forgeries, and Lynn D. Wallace provided illustrations
and discussion of Bermuda postage meters.

In the June 1971 issue of the Journal, Gale J.

DID YOU KNOW?

Our web site, www.bcpsg.com, now contains a
members’ area that includes past copies of the
Journal. To access the site, you will need a login
and password which can be obtained by contacting
Bob Stewart, Membership Chairman, at
rstewartl19@comcast.net.

WANTED

Wanted: KGVI and early QEII Bahamas/Jamaica
postmarks. I pay good prices! Contact David Horry
by email at: horry@talk21.com

PLEASE ...

help support our advertisers!
Mention the Journal when
you contact them!
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Breaking extensive
specialized collection.
Over 200 items now listed
on my website with pre-
stamp covers from C18th,
QV classic issues with mint
multiples, fine array of
- village postmarks on cover
plus postal stationery
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Membership Director’s Report  sysob stewart

New Members
All new applicants listed in the last issue of the
Journal have been accepted as members of the
British Caribbean Philatelic Study Group.
Congratulations and welcome to the Group.

New Applicants
Gary Wayne Loew, P.O. Box 468101, Atlanta, GA
31146-8101 USA. Email: garywloew @gmail.com. Life
Member of APS. Sponsored by Bob Stewart.

Reinstatement
James Grimwood-Taylor
(My apology ... this renewal was not properly
processed and Mr. Grimwood-Taylor was incorrectly
shown as removed for non-payment of dues in the
October 2015 issue.)

Address Changes
Robert DeKeyser, 28 Chelsham Road, London SW46 NP,
UNITED KINGDOM
Phoebe MacGillivary, P.O. Box 335, Sharon Springs, NY
13459 USA

Deceased
Michel Forand, Life Member

If any member has information, such as a change of
address, to be included in the Membership Director’s
Report, please contact me, either by mail
(see inside front cover of the Journal)
or by email at stewartlbi9@comcast.net.

If I do not have your correct mailing address,
you will not get your copy of the Journal.

Also, if you have friends who might be interested in
Jjoining, let me know and I will send them a
complimentary issue of the Journal.

BWISC to bring books to NYC

Several members of the British West Indies Study
Circle (BWISC) will be attending the 2016 New York
International Postage Stamp Exhibition from the
United Kingdom. For those living in North America,
this will present an opportunity for collectors to or-
der books from BWISC without additional postage.
Needless to say, the amount that can be carried is lim-
ited; therefore those wishing to order books should do
so soon as it will be on a first come, first served basis.
Please contact Peter Ford at peterf@bwisc.org.

BRITISH WEST INDIES STUDY CIRCLE PUBLICATIONS

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF JAMAICAN PHILATELY, VOLUME 9
MILITARY MAILS

by Paul Farrimond and Raymond Murphy

This book is based on the original written by the late Derek Sutcliffe; it has been thoroughly revised and

largely re-written. It continues the aim of presenting the Jamaica Encyclopaedia in a new softbacked
format with many illustrations now in full colour. WINNER OF GOLD MEDAL AND GRAND
AWARD FOR LITERATURE AT CHICAGOPEX 2015!

A4 sized, perfect bound, (viii) + 458 pages. ISBN: 978-1-907481-24-6

,@\NESF %\ Price: £29.00 ($45.00). BWISC Members’ Discount: £3.00 ($4.50).
S \
.:I'E 27 JA ﬂﬁ This book can be ordered from:— David Druett, Pennymead Books, 1 Brewerton St.,
\= 1954 @ Knaresborough, N. YORKS. HG5 8AZ. Tel:- 01423 865962 or E-mail:
\\?‘5’0 ?‘Q?;f Pennymead@aol.com. Orders will be dispatched with invoice and prompt payment
~r ol is requested. Members resident in North America can purchase this book from

Ed Barrow at e.barrow1@gmail.com.
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President’s Message — sypuncvarson

hope every one of our members had an enjoyable holiday season and you

are ready for a new year filled with exciting adventures in our hobby of

philately, especially of the British Caribbean ilk. Speaking of exciting
adventures, the 2016 New York World Stamp Show is rapidly approaching ...
May 28 to June 4, and if you haven’t reserved your room at the Fairfield Inn of
East Rutherford, New Jersey (the BCPSG Show Headquarters), space is going
fast! Fairfield Inn East Rutherford has rooms at $139/night with free WiFi,
breakfast, microwave and fridge in room and parking. It is 9.2 miles from Ja-
vits. Our Hospitality Suite will be located there for after-hours fellowship and H
libations. More Show and AGM information is posted on our website:

http://www.bepsg.com

We are seeking volunteers to staff the club table that we are sharing with the Bermuda Collectors So-
ciety for the eight days of the show. If you are able to help for a couple of hours, please let me know the
days and hours you would be available. Email me at dlarson283(@aol.com or call (708) 503-9552.

Three members -- Eric Todd, John Wynns and Maurice Wozniak -- have been elected to the Board
of Trustees for a six year term from 2016 to 2021. Welcome aboard, gentlemen! They will replace Tom
Giraldi, Bob Stewart and Steve Schumann whom we thank for their service!

Lastly, Bob Stewart has offered to put member exhibits on our website if you would send him scans.
This would enable other members and visitors to our website a chance to see a variety of British Carib-
bean exhibits that they might not normally see. If you are interested, contact Bob at rstewart] 9@com-
cast.net

See you all at 2016 New York World Stamp Show!

PLEASE ...

help support our advertisers!
Mention the Journal when
you contact them!

. Bermuda
Comné’Stamp Co

Bermuda Specialists

THE BRITISH CARIBBEAN PHILATELIC STUDY GROUP and The Bermuda Album and
THE BRITISH WEST INDIES STUDY CIRCLE .

bi-annual supplements!
Stamps, Oddities and Covers!

TRINIDAD
A Philatelic History to 1913

by Sir John Marriott, KCVO, RDP, FRPSL, Michael Medlicott

and Reuben A. RamKissoon, FRPSL Visit our newly redesigned website at
This book was conceived by John Marriott to follow on from his original 1962 Study Paper; WWW.bermudastampcompany.com

unfortunately he did not live to complete the work. With the help, not only of the two co-authors,
but many other Trinidad collectors, our two societies have collaborated to publish this book. As the
title suggests, the book covers the Trinidad-only period before the advent of Trinidad & Tobago
issues. It details all Postage Stamp issues within the period, as well as the Postal Markings; the

coverage includes Postal Stationery, Postage Dues, and Revenue and Official Stamps. The final P O BOX HM 14 13
chapter examines the ‘D22’ markings of Ciudad Bolivar, the ‘TOO LATE’ marks, Ship Letters, ° °
Military Mail and many other more esoteric aspects of Trinidad philately. There are five Appendices .
which include a listing of Trinidad Governors and Postmasters-General, details of the printings of Hamllton HMFX
all the Postage Stamps as well as a census of the Lady McLeod stamp with many of these illustrated
in colour. And lastly, there is a long list describing many of the early Trinidad covers, pre-1860. Bermuda
Price: $70.00. BCPSG Members’ Price: $63.00
)
This fine book is limited to 400 copies and your individually numbered copy can be ordered from:— em all
Edward Barrow, 16704 Briardale Road, Derwood, MD 20855, Tel:- 301-816-1157 or E-mail:—
e.barrowl@gmail.com. For members in Britain or Europe, orders should be sent to David Druett, 3
Pennymead Auctions, 1, Brewerton St., Knaresborough, N. YORKS. HG5 8AZ.Tel:- 01423 865962 or bermudacovers gmall' com

Fax:— 01423 547057 or E-mail:— Pennymead@aol.com. Or log on to www.pennymead.com, where the
book can be ordered with secure credit card check out facilities.
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STEVEN ZIRINSKY

MEMBER FT5, AFS, NISDA. AFTA

Stamps - Revenuves - Postal History - Commercial Mail

Local Mail
Recent commercial mail, with local usages,
including meters, governmental stampless,
inter-island, and instructional markings from
many of the Caribbean countries.

POETAGE PAID
BARDADOS, W1,
PERMIT MO 11

PO BOX 23004%, Ansonia Station
Mew York, NY 10023 USA
szirinsky@cs.com [1):718-704-0614

www.zirinskystamps.com

t @ZirinskyStamps

EXPERTIZATION

WORLD CLASSICS

You can expect:

Detailed and Accurate
High Quality Certificates

Fast Service ™ Reliable * Affordable

Liane & Sergio Sismondo

Y35 CAROUSH. CENTER. DRIV
STRACLISE, MNEW YORK 1322900000
LLSA
TEL (3150 4222331 * FAX (315) 422 2956
SEMONDOE DR EAMSUAPECOM

REQUEST A CATALOGUE FOR OUR NEXT PUBLIC AUCTION.
PLEASE SPECIFY YOUR INTERESTS.

WANT LISTS INVITED FOR PRE-1935 MATERIAL.
REFERENCES PLEASE.

WE ARE BUYERS OF BETTER BRITISH COMMONWEALTH STAMPS,
POSTAL HISTORY AND SPECIALIST ITEMS.

Victoria Stamp Company

PHOEBE A. MACGILLIVARY
P.O. BOX 745, RIDGEWOOD, NJ 07451, USA
e PHONE (201) 652-7283 FAX (201) 612-0024

Email: VictoriaStampCo@aol.com Website: VictoriaStampCo.com
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The British
Commonwealth
of Nations

We are active buyers and sellers of stamps and postal
history of all areas of pre-1960 British Commonwealth,
including individual items, collections or estates.

Want lists from all reigns are accepted with references

We are active buyers ...

L.W. Martin Jr.

CrownN CoLoNy STamps

P.O. Box 1198 <« Bellaire, Texas 77402
Phone: 713-781-6563 * Fax: 713-789-9998
E-mail: Iwm@crowncolony.com

BRITISH WEST INDIES STUDY CIRCLE PUBLICATIONS

CAYMAN ISLANDS POSTCARDS

(and QSL CARDS)

‘CAYMAN ISLANDS POSTCARDS’ by Thomas E. Giraldi. This long awaited book is here at last.
Tom has over many years collected information on all aspects of Cayman Islands philately and has written
this catalogue which is and will remain a steadfast guide to the cards of these islands. Lavishly illustrated
in colour it will be a book which collectors of BWT picture postcards will refer to as a standard work for
many years.

A4 size, softbacked, perfect bound, (iv) + 210 pages. ISBN: 978-1-907481-10-9
Price: £16.00 (approx. $24.00). BWISC Members’ Price: £14.00 (approx. $21.00).

r ‘ These books and others published by the BWISC can be ordered from:— David
Druett, Pennymead Books, 1 Brewerton St., Knaresborough, N. YORKS.

HG5 8AZ. Tel:— 01423 865962 or E-mail: Pennymead@aol.com. Orders will be

dispatched with invoice and prompt payment is requested. Payment may be made by

1 cheque or credit card. Orders from outside UK for heavy books will be dispatched

per airmail M Bag. This service requires a street address and is not available to

PO Boxes. All books published by the British West Indies Study Circle are displayed

on www.bwisc.org and on www. pennymead.com.
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America’s premier auctioneer offers both
classic stamps and postal history, plus a range
of philatelic products from Stanley Gibbons

. j We stock a range
6 Great Auctions of Stanley Gibbons

Bid on hundreds of British Stamp Products
and Worldwide Singles, Sets, \ |

Covers and Collections in Y Catalogues « Literature
every auction. Albums « Binders « Mounts

Stock Books « Perf Gauges

Color Keys » Magnifiers
fii\ Beginner Stamp Kits
Consignments accepted /N Tongs » Accessories
yearround. p2BEE)

From Aden to Zululand —
bid online or in person.

Log on or call today! Ve Orders $35+
/ SN S receive FREE

shipping within

: .. = \-

35 800-782-0066

|| RegencySuperior.com |fi | f

fﬁ'r;..j.?’rwrf}';.uwz’ , ,rz':fr'.rr»fr}-ma'.fa CHinee £ D20 ’
229 North Euclid Avenue » Saint Louis, MO 63108 USA Authorized USA Distributor
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The British Empire

A-7Z 1840-1935 Mint and Used

The Largest and Most Valuable
Stock in America

WANT LISTS

For decades we have had the great pleasure of working
closely with our clients in the formation of many fine
private and international exhibition standard collections.
| will be pleased to place our expertise at your disposal.

H 30 Volumes in all price ranges, individually stocked!
B You may acquire exactly those items that you need!
H Receive on approval (references please) or per quotation!
B Scott or Stanley Gibbons numbers!
B Prompt, expert service!

9@0]‘?8 @ ]Y[O[SCAGUQI“
COLONIAL STAMP CO.

5757 WILSHIRE BLVD., PH#8

1)
LOS ANGELES, CA 90036
Ph: (323) 933-9435
Fax (323) 939-9930
ANIEAIGRAN eMail: gwh225@aol.com CCNY, CSDA, IFSDA,
INTERNATIONAL

SOCIETY APPRAISERS

Bl MasterCard

I
VISA
|

Visit our Web Site: www.colonialstamps.com



