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Oacar d. Schenck
Collection
Ualued at A Quarter Million Dollars

TO BE SOLD BY

'HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC,
NEW YORK CITY

The outstanding Collection formed by the late Oscar A.
Schenck of Columbus, Ohio, will be sold in a series of
Auction Sales to be held by HARMER, ROOKE & CO. INC.,
of 560 Fifth Avenue, New York 19, N. Y.

This collection is undoubtedly one of the most important to
come on the market in recent years, and ranks in value with
the REFORD B. N. A. Collection also to be sold by the same
firm. :

OSCAR SCHENCK'’S Collection of MEXICO is one of the
finest in the world. It is contained in approximately 140
volumes and cataloged at $250,000.

Many other superb specialized collections are included in
the Schenck estate; special mention should be made of the
UNITED STATES, CONFEDERATE STATES, HAWAII,
FRANCE, SPAIN, GERMAN STATES, BRITISH COLO-
NIES, with specialized collections of BAHAMAS, CAPE
OF GOOD HOPE, CANADA, CEYLON, etc. ..The entire
collection is contained in approximately 340 volumes.

THE LAVISHLY I[LLUSTRATED CATALOCUE OF THE
FIRST SALE TO BE HELD AT THE END OF MARCH is now
in preparation. |f your name is not yet on our mailing list
write today to

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inec.

International Stamp Auctioneers
560 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 19, N. Y.




PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

Most of these stamps are printed on a very soft and fragile paper and really

fine copies are correspoundingly hard to find. We offer these stamps of this hard to
find colony below:

1861 PERF. 9 1870 ENGRAVED
Unused Used Unused Used
Fine Good Good Fine Fine Good Good Fine
1 2p rose 14.00 8.50 16.00 10 4%p brown ... . 3.50 2.75 -
2 3p blue . 32.00 19.75 25.00 10a 4%y deep brn. ... 4.00 3.00 —

3 6p green 27.50 21.00 27.00 1872 “CENTS”

11 1lc brn. orn. “ .

1862-8 PERF. 11-12 1ib 1lc yel. or. . .25 .20
12 2¢ ultr.

. 450 2.50 3.50 5.25 13 3¢ rose

4 ip yel. or.

2.50 95 1.35 2.50
4a 1p brun. or. 6.00 4.00 — —_— 14 4¢c green —
b 2p rose (wht.) o 24 .18 — - 15 6c¢ black 2 .21 3.00 —
ba 2p rose (yel.) . 1.20 .85 15 1.40 16 12¢ violet 30 .25 — —

6 3p bl. (wht.) ..
6a 3p bl. (yel.)
Ta 6p grn.

8 9p vio. ...
9 4p blk. (wht.)
9a 4p blk. (yel.)

.25 .23 2.00 —

2.95 1.75 2.50 3.50 SPECIAL SET—mint unhinged, 2d, 3d, 4d, (both
b —_ — papers) 4%p, le, 2¢, 3¢, 4c, 6e, 12¢, Cat. $31.55,
3.25 2.45 2.50 4.25 net $10.50.

s — —  SHORT SET—Mint unhinged, 2d, 3d, 4d, le, 2¢, 3c,
3.00 4.00 8.00 4c, 6c, 12¢, Cat. $6.50, net $2.75.

HAWAIIAN REVENUES

Not many collectors have seen any Hawaiian revenues except the $1.00 slate
blue, which is comparatively common used, thouzh scarce unused. We offer the
following, all in fine mint condition:—

Ri 25c green

.20 R15 $1 gray " .30
R11 $1 slate bl. .. R16 $5—Red & bl e .. .50
R12 $50- bl. & carm. R17 $10—brn. & grn. .. .60

R14 50c orange

.20

Only 7000 copies of the $50.00 & 14,000 each of the $5.00 and $10.00 were issued.
Mint set of 7, 25¢ to $50—, for $3.75; blocks $15.00.

RC2, 1934, FUTURE DELIVERY

Missing in most collections, a very good mint copy, $5.95; v. fiine mint, .... $6.75

DUCK HUNTING STAMPS

We offer below these interesting stamps in various states. Anything not satisfactory, is of course
returnable for full credit or refund.

Pl. Block Block Mint Pl. No. Sgl. Uncanc. Used
RW 6 4 Fine Good Fine Good Fine Good Fine Good Fine Good
1 65.00  60.00 47.50 13.00 9.00 16.00 10.00 4.00 3.65 4.00 3.50
2 110.00 — 95.00 17.50 13.25 20.50 15.00 7.50 6.00 3.95 3.50
3 - 45.00 40.00 30.00 6.25 5.00 7.560 6.25 2.10 1.75 1.35 1.20
1 45.00 —_ — 5.65 4.45 6.75 4.95 1.55 1.25 1.20 .98
5 — - — 7.50 5.50 8.25 5.76 2.15 1.70 1.25 .98
6 -- — 27.50 3.50 2.75 3.75  2.95 1.40 1.15 1.10 .90
T 22.50 —  20.00 3.00 2.25 3.60 2.50 1.70 1.35 1.05 .85
8 22.50 20.00 17.50 2.75  2.25 3.75 2.75 1.25 1.00 90 .77
9 15.00 — — 2.10 1.60 3.00 2.25 1.15 .90 90 .74
10 14.00 — — 2.10 1.60 3.10 2.50 1.35 1.10 .90 .75
11 12.50 — — 1.95 1.50 2.45 1.85 1.10 .89 .85 .70
12 10.00 — — 1.90 1.50 2.25 1.85 1.10 .89 .85 .70
13 10.00 — — 1.65 1.45 1.85 1.75 1.10 .95 .85 .70
14 5.50 — — 1.35 1.25 1.85 1.75 1.10 .95 .85 .70
15 — 5.50 — 1.35 1.25 1.85 1.75 1.10 .95 .90 .75
16 9.50 9.50 —_ 2.35 2.26 2.85 2.75 1.65 1.50 .98 .85

SPECIAL OFFER: RWS8-16, set of 9, good used, $6.25; uncancelled $8.45.

(Send 5¢ for our U. S., B. N. A. price list)

STANLEY GIBBONS, Inc., 38C Park Row, New York 7, N. Y. A

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. II
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FACTS

ABOUT SELLING YOUR STAMPS

@® Public Auction is the modern way to sell most collections.

® We have been conducting sales for over 20 years and our effi-
cient, up to date, PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the maxi-

mum in results.

® We can offer early dates and attractive terms. Liberal ad-
vances pending sale. Expert supervision of all material by

experienced philatelists.

® OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila-
telic Properties privately, where this method is preferred. Our
advice, backed by over 20 years of ethical dealing is at your

service.

® We are also prepared to purchase for cash Collections, Ac-

cumulations, Rarities, etc.

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY GIVEN

IRWIN HEIMAN

INC.
2 West 46th Street /o) New York 19, N, Y.

Telephone: LUxemburg 2-2393

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO.
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Philatelic Isolationism

The name “isolationist” today is not a
complimentary one. In view of events of the
last decade, even an admitted isolationist
now keeps himself in the background. Our
definition of an isolationist is one whose in-
terests center solely in his own country. How-
ever, let us dismiss its popular political appli-
cation and view it in a philatelic sense.

Although we are mostly advanced stamp
collectors, we should not overlook the wel-
fare of the beginner or less advanced col-
lector. The normal evolution of a philatelist
is to start collecting with a mixture or small
accumulation of stamps of the world. One
proceeds to enlarge upon this until within
time, the task of continuing in this manner
becomes beyond one’s scope and means. The
next step is to refine one’s collecting interests,
which takes ever so many forms. The usual
pattern followed in specialization is first in
a group of countries, then one country and
finally to certain issues of a country. It is
an obvious step to turn to the stamps of one’s
own country. But we are amazed at the
number of collectors, beginners and the young

in particular, whose stamp interest is only
the United States. The rest of the world
does not exist for them. This is even car-
ried so far that the novice collectors com-
mence, immediately with assembling nothing
but plate number blocks of U. S. commemora-
tive stamps. This is philatelic isolationism at
its highest degree. If stamp collecting is to
be educational and relaxing, its scope must
be as broad as possible.

And, furthermore, if one will be success-
ful—and success in a philatelic sense means a
genuine enjoyment of stamps—he must
know what he is doing and show it. In the
eyes of most of us, a real collector must
know something about stamps. An isolated
method of collecting will seldom accomplish
this. Thus, we would consider that a true
collector must always be a general collector
at heart. He must know something of many
of the world’s stamps issued in both cen-
turies. A confined field or limited outlook
will never even make a good specialist. We
have observed keen specialists narrow their
field of interest so that they do not realize
that their philatelic knowledge and contribu-
tions have not continued.

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. II b i |



What is the answer to this trend towards
philatelic isolationism which seems to be so
widespread these days? We would think
that more thought and guidance should be
offered by the experienced collector to those
in the introductory stages of philately, and
that those of us who have learned the hard

way that true specialization can be based
only on the broadest possible philatelic ex-
perience, can pass on to the new generation
the word that general collecting has to come
first—and should never be wholly abandoned.

H.M.G.

C. C. P. AWARD FOR 1949

As established last year by the Board of
Governors, an annual award will be made to
the author of the best article published in
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT-
ELIST. The method pursued to determine
this honor is of the appointment of a com-
mittee of four by the Club President for this
selection.

Some new regulations were set for the 1949
(Volume XXVIII) award as follows:—

a) The Award Committee shall render an
opinion upon the three (3) best articles.
b) The number 1 selection shall receive the

Collectors Club Medal (shown here).
¢) The authors of the next two selections of

the Award Committee shall receive Col-

lectors Club Certificate of Merit.
d) Members of the Editorial staff shall be
ineligible for any award.

e) Only completed articles are to be judged.
An article running serially shall not be
eligible for the award until the volume,
in which it is concluded, has appeared.

f) No member of the Editorial staff shall
be appointed to the Award Committee.

The 1949 Awards as selected are:—

1. LYONS F. LIVINGSTON—R. A. Villard
and The Stamps of China (1949
Medal)

2. MA|OR G. A. E. CHAPMAN— Canada,
s¢ 1859, Record of Re-entries (Cer-
tificate of Merit)

3. HARRISON D. S. HAVERBECK—

The Typographed Stamps of Nepal
1941-47 (Certificate of Merit)

72 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. II



MEXICO

Studies in the 1874-1883 Issues

By CALVERT STIER

Author’s Note: Much of the material em-
bodied herein was gathered together by Mr.
T. Rhys Jones who studied closely the Hi-
dalgo and Juarez issues of these dates. Mr.
Jones formed one of the finest collections of
this period and made many new discoveries.
I am also indebted greatly to Mr. L. M.
Josling who has made a detailed study of the
stamps of Mexico for over thirty years and
who has supplied me with many new listings.
Where the author is using the pronoun “we”
in this monograph he is including the above
two gentlemen.

* ko ok 3k

Part |I.

Since the publication in 1918 of J. Brace
Chittenden’s book on the Hidalgo Issues of
1874 to 1883 (Collectors Club Handbook N o.
1) much new information has been obtained
and we are now enabled to elucidate some of
the queries he made. This handbook, essen-
tial to the student of these issues, has long
been out of print and difficult to obtain. The
basic theories of Mr. Chittenden have proven
to be sound and altho I have modified his
paper varieties, I have in general followed
his scheme of listings. In the CoLLECTORS
Crus Puivatevist, Vol. 24, No. 1, T pub-
lished a revised list of papers collectible for
these issues which I am following in this
monograph. 1 am also giving an up-to-date
list of what is known for each district, the
varieties and errors, and a very extensive
listing of the wide laid paper and Papel
Sellado stamps.

In July, 1872, Benito Juarez, the patient
Indian who outlasted the Empire, died. He
was succeeded in the Presidency by Don
Sebastian Lerdo de Tejado under whose four
year term Mexico made considerable strides
forward, one of which was in the improve-
ment of its postage stamps and postal service.
A contract was let with the American Bank
Note Co. in 1873 for a new series of five
values to be in the decimal series, viz: 5c,
10¢, 25¢, 50¢, 100c. The plates were made in
New York, each value of a different design
altho all with the profile of the priest Hidal-
go, to print 100 stamps in ten rows of ten.
The imprint of the American Bank Note Co.
New York appeared eight times on the sheet,
twice on each side. The perforation was 12
and clear cut, the margins were perforated
so that no straight edges exist for the Bank
Note Company work. The centering was
generally very good. The Company printed
up a large supply of stamps in 1873 and early
1874 on a thin crisp wove paper, the same as
was being used by the Continental Bank Note
Co. for U. S. stamps of this same period.
These stamps were shipped to Mexico in
1874 and first placed on sale May 5, 1874.
At the same time, the plates and a supply of
this crisp wove paper were taken by experi-
enced workmen to Mexico City. The work-
men in the National Printing Office were
given instructions how to use the plates and
perforation machines, and all printings from
middle 1874 until 1883 were made in Mexico
City by Mexican workers.

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. II 13



Mexico 1874-1883 IssuUES

Fig. 1. The set as first issued. A. B. N. Co. printing on the crisp wove paper.

paper 1)

POSTAL DISTRICTS

In Mexico at this time (1874) the system
of postal districts introduced with the first
issue of 1856 was still in force. The coun-
try was divided into some four dozen (the
number fluctuated from time to time) dis-
tricts, some very large covering an entire
State or more and others very small and
just taking care of a single city with the
surrounding towns. Initially, the stamps
were sent out from Mexico City to each of
these postal districts just as received from the
printers, but upon arrival at the district
office each and every stamp on the sheet was
handstamped with that district’s name, the
idea being much the same as our Kansas-Ne-
braska system. This system was in effect for
the first two issues, 1856 and 1861, the
thought being that if any quantity of the
stamps were stolen en route to a district they
could not be used since they would not have
the district overprint on them. As with any
system there are always exceptions, so that
stamps of the first two issues do appear with-
out any district overprint and regularly used:
these however were in the great minority.

In 1864 with the establishment of the
Empire by French troops under Maximilian
and the issuing of the “Eagles” and ‘“Maxi-
milians” between 1864 and 1867 a further re-
finement was made by the addition of con-
signment numbers and abbreviated date to
each stamp, this being done in Mexico City
before sending the stamps out to the district.
In 1868 upon the establishment of the Second
Republic under Benito Juarez the consign-
ment numbers and dates were abolished and
each postal district given a district number,
which together with the last two figures of
the date was printed on each stamp. The
district numbers for this issue ran from 1 to

(Issue A,

41. In 1872 on the appearance of the new
lithographed set with profile of Hidalgo
(Scott type A8) an entirely new set of num-
bers were assigned in alphabetical order and
new districts created. Mexico City, the head
office, was number 1 and the districts ran
from 2 Acapulco to 51 Zacatecas. Due to
the theft of a large quantity of stamps from
the office at Guanajuato in 1873 that num-
ber was changed from 18 to the end of the
list at 52. With the introduction of the new
set printed from the American Bank Note
Company plates in 1874 the same district
numbering was retained with a few deletions
and with 8 additional districts. Again in
1878, while this set was still current, the
district numbering was entirely changed, be-
ing put in reverse so that, for example,
Acapulco was changed from number 2 to 53
and Zacatecas from near the end of the list
at 51 became number 2. A further change
in the placing of the numbers was also made:
in 1874 the district number was half way
up the stamp at the left side and the date
over to the right side, whereas in 1878 the
number and date were together, at first near
the bottom and from July of 1878 to 1883
together near the top right.

For the collection of district names and
numbers this really divides this issue into
two separate series with a sub-series and they
are so treated in this article.

At the beginning of the fiscal year 1874-75
there were 357 principal postal districts, but
shortly thereafter three were dropped so that
at the time of a postal census taken on the
30th September 1875 there were 54 districts
supplying 801 sub-offices with stamps. At
this time there were 27 states and 2 terri-
tories. The postal districts were divided
amongst them as follows:

74 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. II



Mzexico 1874-1883 LssuEgs

States and Postal Districts from 1874 (July) to 1884

STATE POPULATION Number of
(Circa 1900) DISTRICT Sub-Offices *
Aguascalientes . 102,400 Aguascalientes 5
Campeche __.. 86,500 Campeche ... " S s 4
Chiapas 360,800 Chiapas 31
Chihuahua 327,800 Chibuahtnl s o 16
| 270 o R —— 9
Coahuila S ) ’ 297,000 Saltillo ., . 31
Coliia,  coowcwn 65,000 G171 707 - SN oy 7
Durango 370,000 Durango ... 27
Guanajuato - 1,061,700 Guanajuato 17
Guerrero ..o 479,200 ACIPUIC0 oo i msbmeaisrssin st 3
C. Bravos 11
Hidalgo . 605,000 Apam 5
Huejutla 17
Pachuca E 13
Tl et 8
Tulancingo 8
FEUBRD: e cnmsinrmsasssscmmrsasen 1,153,900 C. Guzman 14
Cocula 14
Guadalajara : 27
Lagos , csseeae R 9
Mexico (not the City) .. 934,500 Cuautitlan P 5
Chalco 10
Jilotepec 5
TXEOC0 sumsanias SERer. 1
Toluca 24
Michoacan ey R —. 935,800 Maravatio e 5
5 (77 | - 28
Zamora. o 11
Motelo§ oo v e e 160,000 Cuernavaca 74
NUEVD LB0H, oo i et 328,000 Monterey 28
Oaxaca AL L 948,600 Oaxaca 34
TEG T TR W B B . L 1,021,000 Puebla e - 43
Tehuacan 6
Queretaro 232,400 Queretaro . 4 SR 32
San Luis Potosi 575,400 S. L. Potosi 27
Sinaloa i . . 296,700 MEAZAEIAN s et 24
Sonora . 221,700 Ures (changed to Hermosillo 1879) 46
Tabasco - oo 159,800 Tabaseo! .-t = 21
Tamaulipas oo 218,900 C. Victoria 12
Matamoros ... P 5
Tampico . 11
Tula de Tampas. - 2
Tlaxcala - = 172,300 Tlaxcala g e 6
Vera Cruz ... B O W1 B2 T 981,000 Cordova . . 4
Jalapa _____ 21
Orizava oo . 5
Tuxpan e 3
Vera Cruz 26
Yioatan e 309,600 Merida 33
Zacatecas _—— 462,200 Zacatecas 26
Federal District . _____ 541,500 Mexico
" al Tacubaya
b}|})urban Oﬂ'lcssz ) Tepeji ?
(lhes~c were listed in 1874 Tlalnepantla ?
but discontinued ante 1878) @. Hidalgo?
Baja California (territory). La _Pﬂl 15
Tepic (territory) TEPIE  woommmnan 10

* The number of offices depending on the principa! office varied over the years. The numbers given
are for Sept. 1875. The suburban offices, due to their proximity to the head office of Mexico City were
listed as head offices in 1872 and carried over into the 1874 list but were dropped some time later; they
are all very rare, G. Hidalgo to date being unknown for this issue.
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Mzexico 1874-1883 IsSSUES

Fig. 2. Five copies of the 100c rose on Papel Sellado wove paper (paper 2), with San Andres

Tuxtla cancellation.

Printings and Paper

As stated before, the first printings were
made in New York by the American Bank
Note Co. on a brittle, fairly thin wove paper.
The colors are bright, the work is clear and
sharp and the stamps usually well centered.
However a supply of this paper was sent to
Mexico and printings made there on it in
1874 and possibly 1875.

This thin crisp wove paper (Table 1) was
used for all values in 1874 and 1875 and for
the soc and 100c in 1876 and 1877 but rarely
for the others in these years. It is the com-
monest paper for Issue A stamps but is not
found in Issue B except for the 1oc black in
1878. The next papers used were of Mexi-
can manufacture and were a medium wove
(quadrille appearing) or a medium close
vertically laid, both showing the watermark
Papel Sellado in the sheet. These two pa-
pers are the ones Chittenden split up into six
separate tables, but actually, stamps on either
of these papers without the watermark are
from the same sheets as stamps which show
parts of a letter or two of Papel Sellado.
Sets of course can be made with and without
the watermark, the former being very much
the scarcer in about the ratio of 8: 100. The
vertically laid is commonest for the 5 centavo
in 1876-77 and the wove “quadrille” for the
10 centavos 1876-77. Both are scarce used
for the 100c. The fourth paper supplied was
made in France by the firm of La Croix
Freres. It is a wide horizontally laid, of
medium thickness and very brittle, and show-
ing part of the papermaker’s watermark in
the sheet in large double lined letters, viz:
LA CROIX FRERES. It was used for the
1oc and 25c in 1877. The fifth paper sup-
plied for Issue A stamps was a thick soft
wove introduced in 1877 also and is common
for the 25¢ and soc and rare for the 100c.

It does not appear for the s5c and 10c until
in 1878 which is in Issue B. Chittenden listed
this as Table 3 for all values for all dates
1874 to 1877 but appears to have it confused
with unwatermarked copies on the medium
wove which I list as Table 2.

At the beginning of 1878 a change was
made in the style of district overprinting the
district number and abbreviated date appear-
ing together as one number. Thus 5478 would
be 54, the district number for Mexico City
under this new list, and 78 for the year date.
For the first six months the number is at the
bottom of the stamp, but after July, 1878
it generally is placed at the upper right ex-
cept for the District of Mexico which always
has the number at the bottom.

Chittenden rather complicates this period
of the second series, calling it the ““I'ransi-
tion Period,” and listing all the stamps dated
1878 (together with a few dated 79) whether
the number is at the bottom or the top call-
ing it Issue B and listing all the other close
together numbers from 1879 to 1883 as
Issue C. It is arbitrary but I prefer to call
all the stamps of the second period, with
number and date together, at bottom Group
B, or Issue B, and those with the number
and date together at the top as Issue C.
Thus the so-called “transition stamps” are
only those with the overprinting at the bot-
tom which are upon the old papers as used
for Issue A. It appears that the stocks on
hand were used up before any new printings
were made. We thus find the following
(Chittenden’s Tables 10-19):

1878, with number and date at bottom.

s5c brown, on close vertical laid (3)
1oc black, on crisp wove (1)
25¢ blue, on soft wove “quadrille” (2, rare)
and on thick wove (35)
50c green, same as the 25c
100c carmine rose, on thick wove (3)

76 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. II



Mex1co 1874-1883 IssUES

BHE g £\,
TN

%

Fig. 3. Stamps with the old cancellations common to the first issue of 1856. Row 1, 5c,

Cristobal Llave (Vera Cruz); 10c Franco Tapalpa (C. Guzman) ; 10c Francc en San Juan Del
Rio (Queretaro) ; 10c Franco en Figueroa (Maravatic). Row 2, Pair of the 100c and a 10c
cancelled with straight line ““Nieves” (Zacatecas) Strip of 4 of the 25c¢c with Franco en Sain

Alto (Zacatecas) struck twice.

This completes the varieties for Issue B,
and it will be noted that no new papers were
introduced. For the Issue C with the num-
ber and date together at top, always except-
ing the District of Mexico, we still find a
few of the old papers used together with
three new papers. Taking them in order of
their appearance they are:

The 10c black still on the thin crisp wove
as used in Issues A and B. This value was
superseded at this time by the 10c orange
which dces not come on this paper.

The s5c on vertical laid, with and without
wmk. Papel Sellado, and on wide laid, with
and without wmk. La Croix Freres. Pos-
sibly a sheet or two of the vertical laid was
used for the 25¢, and in 1880 for a short
time the 100c is found on it.

A few copies of the 25¢ and 50c have been
found on the old soft wove “quadrille” paper
(1878), and a definite issue was made of it
for the 100c in 1880.

Paper No. 5, viz. the thick wove, is the
standard paper for this group from late 1878
to 1882. It varies tremendously both as to
thickness and hardness and is always un-
watermarked. Chittenden lists it under his
tables 13 and 20 and though it may not be
the same as that first introduced in 1877 I
believe it all from the same source. It was
Mexican made and used extensively for reve-
nue stamps of this period.

We now come to an entirely new paper
found only for this group: a thick, close verti-
cally laid paper, unwatermarked.

It is true that I listed this as a sub variety
of Paper 3 in my former articles in the CCP
and did not consider it a definite new variety,
and equally true that Mr. T. Rhys Jones
after the examination of many thousands of
stamps of this period did not believe that
they occurred on a true close laid paper.
Still, I now believe that it is advisable to list
it as a new variety. The new 4c of 1880 is
definitely found on it and still is never found
with wmk. Papel Sellado, so it seems hardly
likely that it is the old paper No. 3. I have
found copies of the s5c and the 10c orange
dated 79 and 80 on laid paper which could
not be just “ribbed” varieties of the thick
wove as Jones believes. The latter value is
never found with wmk. either.

In 1881 another new variety appears, a
thin, soft wove paper, close grained and with-
out watermark. It is very similar to paper
used in the United States at this time by the
American Bank Note Co. It is the common
paper for this date for the roc and 25c, less
so for the sc and soc. I have not found the
100C on it.

The eighth and final paper found is a very
thin wove with a distinct mesh introduced
generally in 1882 and practically exclusively
in 1883 for all values. It is accorded a sepa-
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Fig. 4. Straight line ‘‘Sombrerete"’
same cancel on the 50c, 1880.

rate listing by the Scott Catalog. It is very
often found unused without overprint, these
being remainders.

This completes the list of the papers used
for these stamps, and to summarize I have
prepared a chart showing the values found
together with the corresponding Chittenden
listing wherever possible.

CHART SHOWING THE CONDENSATION OF
CHITTENDEN’S TABLES OF PAPER

Chittenden

Present listing listing
Issue A. Table Table
Thin crisp wove, 1 (all values) X

Medium soft wove,
“quadrille” wmkd.
P/S in the sheet. 2 (all values) 8
Close vertical laid,

wmk. P/S in sheet 3 (all values) 9
Wide horizontal laid, 4 (10.25) 2
wmk. La Croix Freres

Thick wove, unwmk. 5 (25.50.100) 2.3
Issue B.

Thin crisp wove, 6 (10) 10
Medium wove ‘“‘quadrille” 7 (25.50) 11
Vertical laid, 8 (5) 12
Thick wove 9 (25.50.100) II
Issue C.

Thin crisp wove 10 (r1ocblack) 16
Wove ‘“‘quadrille” 11 (25.50.100) 17,22
Vertical laid 12 (5.25.100) 18,23

-

(Zacatecas District) on cover with 2r. 1856 and the

Wide horizontal laid 13 (5¢) 15, 19
Medium-thick wove 14 (all values) 13,20
Thick vertical laid 15 (4c.5.10) 21

Y]

6
9

Thin soft wove

b (5.370.25.50) 2
Very thin wove, meshed 2

17 (all values)

~

5,
7y

Study of the Hidalgo Issue, 1874-1883

GROUP I. ISSUE A. With district num-
ber and date spaced apart, for the years 1874,
75, 76, 77

1. On thin crisp wove paper. Plates and
first printings by the American Bank Note
Co. Issued in sheets of 100. Unwmk.

T sc¢ chestnut brown, 1874-75
2 10c black, 1874-75-76

3 25c bright blue, 1874-75-76

4 s50c dark green, 1874-75-76

5 100c carmine rose, 1874-75-76-77

Notes: The colors are sharp and clear and
uniform, even when printed in Mexico. Evi-
dently a supply of inks was sent with the
plates and paper. Other dates can be found
for the values than those listed (both above
and subsequently) but are abnormal use and
usually rare, such as 5c for 1876, 10c for
1877, etc. The 25c¢ is not found for 1877.

The above set also exists without overprint
and are undoubtedly samples as submitted by
the American Bank Note Co. They were not
put into use in this form and should not be
confused with the very common remainders
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Fig. =78 “Cerhflcado (registration) oval mark applied at the corners of a cover as per regu-
lations together with oblong ‘‘Certification al Saltillo” and date written in.

on the thin paper of 1883. The former are
worth about $10.00 apiece unused; the latter
much less.

Stamps of this issue with number and date
only are remainders which became obsolete
when the new-type overprinted 1878 series
was introduced and are worth less than un-
used stamps with the addition of the district
name.

2. On medium soft wove paper, termed
“quadrille” for ease of reference, with the
wmk. “Papel Sellado” in the sheet. Printed
in Mexico from the A. B. N. Co. plates.

6 5¢ brown, red brown, 1876-77
7 10c gray black, 1876-77

8  25c pale blue, 1876-77

9 350c green, sea green, 1876-77
10 100C rose, pale rose, 1877

Notes: These stamps with wmk. are much
scarcer than those without, Scott’s new prices
being about right. The 10oc with wmk. for
this series is a very scarce stamp. The 5c,
25¢ and 50c can be found dated 75 but the
series was generally used beginning in 1876.
Aside from the paper, stamps for this set can
be easily recognized from the previous by the
shades, the colors being noticeably different
than the American Bank Note Co. work.

3. On medium close vertically laid paper
with the wmk. “Papel Sellado” in the sheet.

11 5¢ brown, pale brown, 1876-77
12  10c intense black, 1877

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO.

13 25¢ dull blue, 1876-77
14 s50c yellow green, 1876-77
15 100c rose, 1876

Notes: Stamps with wmk. are scarce ex-
cept for the sc. With the exception of the
10oc the shades are considerably different
than in either of the two previous sets. The
100c is a rare stamp with wmk. and rather
scarce without. The sheets for this printing
were not perforated in the outside margins
so that straight edged copies are common.
(36 per sheet of 100).

4. On medium hard wide horizontal laid
paper with the wmk. “LA CROIX
FRERES” in double lined capitals in the
sheet, but very few stamps showing any part
of the wmk. The paper was made in France.

16 10c intense black, 1877
17 25c¢ dark blue, 1877

Notes: There was evidently but one print-
ing, the stamps always appearing in the same
shade. In the 25c the head of Hidalgo ap-
pears very white, the fine dots of shading
have mostly disappeared. This set was the
subject of a previous study of mine published
in the CCP, and with the help of Mr. L. M.
Josling, T. Rhys Jones and A. Odfjell T am
enabled to append below a very complete list
of the districts to be found on this paper.
It now seems probable that all of the districts
listed received supplies of both values except
as noted.
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Both 10c and 25c values found from dis-
tricts numbered 1, 3, 8, 11, 12, 14, 16, 19,
20; 23, 26; 27; 28, 29; 30; 3T 34; 35; 36;
37, 38, 40, 46, 48, 50, 51, 53, 55, 56, 57, 59
and 61.

The 10c value only noted from districts
numbered 4, 39, 47 and 49.

The 25c value only noted from districts

numbered 2, 5, 7, 9, 15, 22, 24, 25, 33, 45,
52 and 54.

Stamps probably exist but no copies have
yvet been recorded from districts numbered

6, 13, 58 and 60.

No copies have been noted from districts
numbered 10, 17, 18, 21, 32, 41, 42, 43 and
44 and it is almost certain that the num-
bers were not used or that did not receive
stamps in 1877.

5. On thick wove unwatermarked paper of
Mexican manufacture.

18  25¢ dull blue, 1877
19  50c green, light green, 1877
20 100c carmine, 1877

Notes: This paper was not used until 1877
and is the one Chittenden confused with un-
watermarked copies of the wove paper, No. 2.
It may not be the same as that used for the
Issue C stamps but is very likely from the
same source. It is very much thicker than
either of the previous woves. I have not
found the 5c nor 10c on it dated 77.

The color of the 25¢ is the same as for
printings on paper 3; the 50c similar to, but
generally lighter than that found on paper 2;
the 100c is more of a carmine than the
previous rose shades. Josling doubts the
1ooc for this paper in 1877, but I have copies
very definitely not the thin crisp wove nor
wove ‘‘quadrille” of 1874-76 period. The
shades, too, match up with the 100c issued on
this paper in 1878-79.

The Districts For the Series 1874-77

As stated before, the numbers ran as in the
1872 issue from 1 to 52 together with eight
additions made at the beginning of 1874, viz.
Nos. 53 to 60. One district Cordova, changed
its number during the course of issue from

10 to No. 61. There are some very rare dis-
tricts in this issue and some of these have
been erroneously assigned in the past; in
C. J. Phillip’s catalog; in Aguirre’s Special-
ized, even in his latest (1946) edition. From
information Mr. S. Chapman obtained at the
Post Office Department in Mexico City, the
rare numbers were assigned as follows: 17
G. Hidalgo (not Guaymas); 32 Otumba; 41
Tepeji del Rio; 42 Texcoco (not Tepic); 43
Tlalnepantla (not Texcoco); 44 Tlalpam
(not Tixtla). I was fortunate enough to
find a copy of No. 43 with TLALNEPANT-
LA overprint which cleared up the use of
that district: all except numbers 17, 18 and 44
have now been found.

OVERPRINTS. Although almost invari-
ably found in black, a number exist in other
colors and to Collin and Calman’s original
list, used also by Chittenden, we have made
several additions. The list of known colored
overprints is as follows:

In blue: Aguascalientes, Apam, Chiapas,
Cordova, Cordoba, C. Bravos, C. Guzman,
Guadalajara, Huejutla, Durango, Mata-
moros, axaca, Orizava, Pachuca, Puebla,
Saltillo, Tulancingo, Tula de Tampas, Ures,
Cocula, Tepic.

In green: Maravatio, Orizava.

In vermilion: Monterrey.

In violet: C. Victoria, Orizava.

These only refer to the 1874-77 series: the
districts for 1878-83 are quite common in
colors other than black.

In the small and scarcer districts the un-
used is commoner, especially in the high
values, while in the large districts such as
Vera Cruz and Puebla the reverse is true.
Many pen cancelled remainders are found
as well as unused copies with the number and
date only.

It is impossible to get all values for all
four years for each district. A table is given
showing what has not yet been found for
each district, and it will be noted that for
several districts no stamps at all appear to
have been sent in 1875 or 1876 and that in
other instances a value was allowed to do
duty for more than one year. The table is
as complete as we can make it, being based
on the records kept by L. M. Josling for
over thirty years.
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DISTRICT NUMBERS FROM 1 TO 61, 1874-77

(Numbers 17, 18, 44 not used)
Values and Dates not yet Known to Exist

5¢ 10¢C 25¢ 50¢ 100C

T MEXKD — oo all found

2 Acapulco .. — f— — = 75-6-7
3 Aguascalientes — —_ — f— 75

4 Apam 757 — 76-7 74-5 76

5 Campeche — 77 — - 77

5 Isla del Carmen 77 77 7 77 757
6 Chalco 76-7 — == 74-6-7 74-6
7 Chiapas _ — 76 76 76

8  Chihuahua — — — 75-6 75-6
9 Colima — - —_— —_ 75

10 Cordova ... 75-7 75 75-7 74-7 74-57

(see No. 61)

11 C. Bravos -— —_— — — 74

12 C. Victoria 76 76 76 75-6 76

13 Cuautitlan 74-5-6 —_ 76 74-5-7 Zd-5-7
14 Cuernavaca 75-6-7 —_ — 77 74-6-7
i5 Durango all found

16 Guadalajara all found

19 Huejutla 76 74-6 76 74-6 74-5-6
20 Jalapa all found

2t Jilotepec 75-6-7 76 75-6 74-6-7 76-7
22 LAgos -—— — — —_ 77 ==

23 La Paz — 75-6 75-6 - -

24 Maravatio —_ — — 76-7 76-7
235 Matamoros all found

26 Mazatlan all found

27 Merida ... — — —_— 75-6 76

28 DMonterey all found

29 Morelia —_ — —_ —_— 75

30 Oaxaca Vi 76 76 76 76

31 Orizava all found

32  Otumba 74-5-6-7 75-6-7 74-7 74-5-6-7 74-5-6-7
33 Pachuca all found

34 Puebla all found

35 Queretaro all found

36  Saltillo — — — 75 76

37 S. L. Potosi — — = — 75

38 Tabasco 75 75-6 75 75 757
39 Tacubaya 75 74-5 75-6 75-6-7 75-6-7
40 Tampico — —_— — 76 76

41 Tepeji del Rio _ 74-5-6-7 75-6-7 74-5-6-7 75-6-7 74-5-6-7
12 Texcoco 74-5-7 74 74-5-6-7 75-7 74-5-7
43 Tlalnepantla 74-5-6-7 74-6-7 74-6-7 74-5-6-7 74-5-6-7
45 Tlaxedla —eeroe 75-6-7 74 75-6 g4 75-6-7
46  Toluca —_ — 75 — 75
47 Tula 76 — 76 76-7 76-7
48 Tulaticingo weweeemeeu. 75 — = 75-6-7 76-7
49 Ures

50 ’\'era e all found

51 Zacatecas

52 Guanajuato

53 Cocula — 75 75 = 75

54 C. Guzman 75 — — 75 75-6-7
58 Tepic 75 — — — 75

56 Parral —_— — = = 74-6
57 - Tehtiedt e 75 75 =2 — 75-6
58 Tuxpan 76 76 76 76-7 76-7
59 Tula de T. — 75 = 73 7475
60 Zamora 76 —_ — 757 74-5
61 Cordova 76 76 76 74-6 74-6
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5¢ 10C 2/5¢ 50¢ 100¢
1874 — W 52 W 53 W 54 W 47 W 40
1875 - . e W 42 W 46 W 47 W 40 W 33
Q6 Q2 Q7
B0 e e W 3 W 46 W 37 W 15 W 2z
Q 17 Qo9 Q 15 Q 13 Q1
VL 26 Vil ©x VYL 33 VL 1o VL 5
1877 Q 12 Q 43 Q 28 Q 24 Q 28
VL 45 VL 40 VL 22 VL 14 W 12
WL 39 WL 45 Tk 21 Tk 6
W 8 Tk 38 W 3

Prices for the District Numbers From
1874 to 1877

These vary greatly as do the rarity of the
districts. In general it will be found that the
basic price as given in the Scott Standard
Catalog is about the correct selling price for
the common districts of this series, the Issue
C stamps being worth only about half the
Scott price. The high values for the scarcer
districts are very rare used, and the reader
can easily pick out the scarce districts from
the previous list by noting those for which
most of the dates are still missing. There
was a huge lot of some 10,000 of these Hi-
dalgo stamps in the recent ‘““Taylor” sale,
and it is reported that many of the districts
were unrepresented in used copies for the
50c and 100cC!

The Pape! Sellado Watermark

The Papel Sellado paper shows the water-
mark once in the sheet in large script letters
(two varieties). It is comparatively scarce
as only a few stamps in the sheet will show
any part of the watermark. Chittenden gave
a list of 118 varieties, having added 16 to
the Collin and Calman list.  Mr. Josling
has kept a record of the stamps he has seen
over a number of years and we are thus

enabled to give a greatly augmented list of

the Papel Sellado stamps for the period
1875-77.
vertically laid paper and “w” for the wove
paper.

The letter “v” stands for the

Fig. 6. Discoveries are still to be made—a hitherto unrecorded Tula de Tampas. cancellation

on the 25c¢, 1874.

(Photos by Boutrelle)

82 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. II



Mexico 1874-1883 IssuUuEs

Stamps Showing Part of

Sellado Watermark,
1875-76-77

District
1 Mexico
2 Acapulco
3 Aguascalientes
5 Campeche
7 Chiapas
8 Chihuahua
9 Colima
10? Cordova
11 C. Bravos
1z €. Victorid
13 Cuautitlan
14 Cuernavaca
15 Durango
16 Guadalajara
19 Huejutla
20 Jalapa
Lagos
La Paz
24 Maravatio
25 DMatamoros
26 Mazatlan
27 Merida
28 Monterey
29 DMorelia
30 Oaxaca
31 Orizava
33 Pachuca
34 Puebla
35 Queretaro
36  Saltillo
37 S L. Potosi
38 Tabasco
39 Tacubaya
40 'Tampico
42 Texcoco?

Date

NMNNNNNNNNNNNNNNYYNONNNNNNNIINNNNNg N
N Qg v N NN N OO DN AN N YNNI N oy N

76

5¢c
Wy
wvV
.
wv
w

e

w
w

WV

NENE

wv
wv
w
wv
w

wv

v

wv

wv
v

10C
wv
wv

v

w

w

wv

w

w

w

w

wv

wv

the Papel
Period

2.5¢
wv
wv

50¢

€42
<

w

w

WV

v

v

100C

w
w

An extremely rare stamp:

District Date 5c¢
45 Tlaxcala 76
46 Toluca vk
48  Tulancingo 76
49 Ures 75
76 wv
77
50 Vera Cruz 76 wv
77 WV
*1 believe this to be wove
51 Zacatecas 76 w
77 WV
52 Guanajuato 76
77 WV
53 Cocula 76
77
54 Tepic 76
77 W
56 Parral 76
77 v
58 Tuxpan 76
77 v
59 'Tula de T. 76
77
60 Cordova 75
7 ¥

10C

wv

44

449

25¢
w

possibly unique.

50c

I00C

A study of this chart will show that only the 5, 25
and 5o0c are known dated 76; only two districts have
a 1ooc dated 76; there are only two vertically laid

soc in 76 and only

S

in 77: there are many more

watermarked stamps in %77 than in 76 and 75 com-

bined.

ERRORS IN OVERPRINTING—ISSUE A

in

A. Errors
25¢  Maravatio
25¢  Mazatlan
25¢  Merida
25¢  Morelia
25¢c  Puebla
25¢ Puebla
25¢  Toluca
1oc  Vera Cruz

5¢ Zacatecas
25¢ Zacatecas
5¢  Cordova
25¢  Campeche
25¢  Colima
tooc  Lagos
5¢  Mazatlan

roc  Mazatlan

rooc  Mazatlan
25¢  Saltilio
5¢  Saltillo

5¢ S. L. Potosi
z5e¢ 'S. L. Potosi

1oc  Tampico

25¢  Tampico

25¢  Tampico

1oc  Toluca
5¢  Ures

1oc  Ures

50c Vera Cruz
25¢ Vera Cruz
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District Numbers.

2074 for
2yy  for
5-76 for
25-76 for
31-75 for
31-77 for
6-74 for
59-75 for
12-77 for
15-7  for
or-?  for
27-76  for
8-74 for
21-77 for
20-77 for
36-77 for
2-77 for
35-75 for
27-75 for
30-75 for
3-75 for
0-74 for
49-76  for
28-77 for
4-75 for
4-77 for
48-77  for
59-75 for
59-74 for

2474
26-77
27-76
29-76
34-75
34-77
46-74
50-75
5177
51-2
61-?
5-76
9-74
22-77
26-77
26-77
26-77
36-75
36-75
37-75
37-75
40-74
40-76
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District Date 53¢ 10c 25¢ 50c 1I00C

50c  Vera Cruz 05-77 for 50-77
5¢  Zacatecas 15-77 for 51-77
25¢ Zacatecas 15-77 for 51-77
roc  Guanajuato 25-77 for s52-77
25¢  Guarajuato 2-76  for 52-76
25¢  C. Guzman 4-74 for 54-74

Note: The first eleven listed are from Chittenden's
list, the balance we have supplied.

B. Errors in Date

1oc,25¢ Mexico 1-67 for  1-76
10¢ Mexico 1-70 for 1-76
10¢ Chalce 6-71 for  6-?
1oc Saltillo 36-7 for 36-77
25¢ Vera Cruz 50-7 for 50-77
25¢,50¢ Vera Cruz 50-70 for 50-7
25¢ Guanajuato 52-67 for 52-76
50¢ Cocula 53-70 for §3-?

C.  With date missing

25¢c  Mazatlan 26-
25¢  S. L. Potosi 37-
50c  Mexico 1-
1oc  Lagos 22-
25¢  Oaxaca 30-
1oc  Ures 49-
50c  Vera Cruz 50-

D. With Date only

¢ Oxaca -74
25¢  Orizava -77
Toluca -74

5¢  Vera Cruz -76

E. With Name only

5¢  Mexico
10¢c  Mexico
25¢  Mexico
soc  Mexico
25¢  Puebla

F.  With number aad date inverted on the stamp
25¢ Vera Cruz 5-7
soc  Mazatlan 26-76
soc  Vera Cruz 50-76

G. Number and date reversed

T'hese latter are quite frequent, and in my opinion
of little interest. They were of course made by mis-
placing the figures upon the stamp so that the figure
to the right becomes the figure to the left on the next
stamp.  Also of little interest are the numerous va-
rieties of double handstamping of the district name.
Collin and Calman gave a list of 13 known to them,
Chittenden added 7 more, Jones has given me a list

of 11 more additions and I have noted some ten more.
Practically every district is now represented with
double handstamps, as is to be expected in this type
of overprinting.

Before leaving this series of stamps with
the name and number printed apart, I would
call attention to the pairs known that are
imperforate between. These are extremely
scarce varieties and none were known until
discovered by Chittenden. Usually the per-
foration is well done and carefully placed in
the stamps printed between 1874 and 1877,
and it was not until early in 1882 that shoddy
perforations were the order of the day.
Chittenden noted:

s¢ Mazatlan, 26-76, vertically laid, im-
perf. vertically

1oc Vera Cruz, 50-77, wove paper, im-
perf. vertically

Messrs. Jones and Josling have added:

sc¢ C. Victoria, 12-77, imperf. vertically
sc¢ Matamoros, 25-76, imperf. vertically

(To Be Concluded.)

CALVERT STIER, a former resort hotel and
restaurant owner and operator, is now resid-
ing in San Clemente, California. With the
cares of his former business behind him, he
i1s at present devoting his time to stamp col-
lecting and deep sea fishing.

He commenced collecting stamps as a
schoolboy back in 1915 and has never for-
saken the hobby, being at it ever since. His
present specialty is the 19th Century stamps
of Mexico, which includes for him not only
the postage stamps but the postal stationery,
express covers and revenue stamps. As all
real philatelists should do, he has built up
an extensive reference library on this spe-
cialty. He also maintains a general collection
(Editor’s Note: See Editorial) and one on
U. S. Match and Medicine stamps. He has
been a member of The Collectors Club for
more than a few years.
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SEDANG

The Story of a Philatelic Phantom

By H. D. S. HAVERBECK

The appearance in recent years of some
bogus issues of stamps represented and sold
as having been officially issued by recognized
governments brings to mind some of the
hoary phantoms of the earlier days of stamp
collecting. The last thirty years of the nine-
teenth century saw the appearance of many
stamps which were completely bogus, as well
as the beginning of the present trend of sup-
plying some complaisant governmental offi-
cials with stamps, while retaining possession
of the plates against sales to collectors or
other devious means. The period saw the
beginning of modern commercial manipula-
tions as well as the flowering of the soldier
of fortune, to whom stamps were just an-
other symbol of royal prerogatives. Many
of these were works of art, well designed
and with romantic backgrounds, showing
imagination and inventiveness. They were
not ‘“‘the business deal” made only for the
purpose of defrauding the public.

One perpetrator of a beautiful phantom
was a soldier of fortune who tried to con-
jure up reality out of his dreams. He was
Marie I, “par le grace de Dieu et la volonte

nationale, Roi des Sedangs.” In reality Marie
David de Mayrena was an officer in the
French Corps de Guides. He served with
distinction in the Franco-Prussian war. We
first pick up the trail of his dream in 1885,
when, after executing a commission for the
French Government in Sumatra, he went to
Cochin China, and travelled for some months
in Annam. He is known to have joined
some Jesuit fathers who were bound on a
mission to the interior. They reached the
region of the Sedangs, a stretch of country
btetween the river Mekong and the boundary
of Annam, lying north of Cochin China and
west of Siam.

Mayrena returned to Paris after this trip
with glowing reports of the mineral resources
of the area. As he had considerable reputa-
tion as an engineer and mineralogist, these
repoerts probably had a basis in fact. He
was cuccessful in obtaining financial backing
for another trip. He was commissioned by
cne M. Constans to survey the region and to
trace the scurce of the Mekong river. This
was a lengthy expedition. When he reached
the country of the Sedangs he found fever
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A PHIiLATELIC PHANTOM

raging. He quelled the epidemic with his
medical supplies. This gained him the confi-
dence of the natives. He stayed in the region
for some time, aiding the tribesmen in their
hunting and wars. He became so well liked
that the senior or paramount chief of the
area gave him his only daughter in marriage.
This much is fact.

On this fragile basis, he erected the pomp
and circumstance of royal estate. Early in
1889 he appeared in Hong Kong where he
was vouched for by the French Consul. In-
vited to dinner at Government House, he
appeared “wearing a short scarlet jacket with
enormous galons on the cuffs, a broad blue
ribbon, a magenta sash in which was stuck a
long curved sword, worn across the front of
his body, white trousers with a broad gold
stripe, and a white helmet with a crown of
gold and three stars.” He soon left Hong
Kong and went to Paris. Here he became
the lion of the season. He was wined and
dined. He was lavish in his entertainments.
He instituted and bestowed freely—one of
those decorations beloved of the romantic—
the Order of Marie I. He ran up enormous
debts. He disappeared from Paris as
abruptly as he had appeared.

It was probably at this time that he con-
ceived the idea of issuing stamps. They were
printed in Paris and appeared in July, 1889.
The stamps were backed up by a decree, sup-
posed to have been made at Kon-Jeri, 9 July,
1888, authorizing the establishment of a post-
al service; another of 24 August, 1888, auth-
orizing the issue of the stamps, and an “an-
nex” to the decree of 24 August, dated 6
June 1889, introducing the stamps. A cir-
cular was issued on his Majesty’s behalf by
M. Dorsan Astruc, sending sets of the stamps
to the various postal administrations and re-
questing an equal number of sets of their
emissions.

The stamps of Sedang did not receive a
cordial reception. The efforts of M. Astruc
received a set-back when the Universal Post-
al Union refused to recognize the “King-
dom.” The nations to whom he had sent the
stamps did not comply with his request for
postal recognition. The stamps were offered
to dealers in large quantities at a discount
from face value. This discount was consid-
erable in the case of the low values, but for
the high values there was a slight premium!

But the net effect was a discount for the
complete set. The contemporary philatelic
press did not report the stamps in a favor-
able manner and they were very soon branded
frauds. The large stocks gradually disap-
peared. And within time what was once a
common fraud used for packet material has
today become a scarce item.

The design represents the royal arms, “a
lion. rampant on an azure, surmounted by a
crown.” The inscription reads “DEH SE-
DANG” (Kingdom of Sedang). The de-
nominations are given in Math, Mouk and
Dollars. The stamps are lithographed in
color on white paper and are perforated 11.
The Dollar was stated to be equivalent to
5 Francs, the Mouk to 1 Franc and the
Math to 10 Centimes. These stamps appear
to be only the attempt at printing valuable
paper that Marie I made. There do not
appear to have been any attempts at printing
money or striking coins. His promissory
notes were payable in Francs at his capital,
Kon-Jeri. The stamp issue consists of:

5 Math Bistre

1 Math Violet

2 Math Green

4 Math Orange-red
1 Mouk Blue

5 Dollar Yellow
1 Dollar Rose

The entire set exists with a postmark read-
ing, “DEH SEDANG — PELEI-AGNA”
within a single lined circle. The date, 1889,
is between two horizontal lines in the center
of the circle. It is unknown whether the
cancelled specimens were distributed by him.
The evidence points to the cancellation hav-
ing been applied by other parties. In all the
decrees supporting the issue the capital of
the Kingdom of Sedang is named Kon-Jeri.
It is not logical to suppose that he would use
the cancellation of another ‘“city” on his

(Continued on Page 96.)
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Retouches of The 1854 Four Annas Lithographs

By E. A. SMYTHIES

The Four Anna lithographed stamps of
India have several claims to distinction; they
are amongst the first stamps issued in Asia;
they are amongst the most interesting stamps
issued ever and anywhere; they provide one
of the classic stamp rarities of the world, the
“Inverted Head,” comparable with the “In-
verted Swan” of West Australia or the 1869
“Inverted Centres” of U. S. A.; finally they
show a wealth and variety of retouching
which is probably without parallel in the
whole range of Philately.

In this article, I will attempt to give some
idea of the extent and the causes of this
astonishing retouching. But first a few ex-
planatory remarks.

Prepayment of postage by means of stamps
was started in India on October 1, 1854.
The half-anna and one anna lithographs were
available on that day. But as the minimum
postage to England or abroad, even on the
smallest letter, was 10 annas, and there was
literally no room on the small envelopes to
put ten stamps, the Postal authorities im-
mediately realized the necessity for a higher
value. Captain Thuillier of the Survey De-
partment in Calcutta, who was printing the
half and one anna values, was asked, on
October 11, to produce four anna stamps in
addition, as quickly as possible. Three days
later he supplied the first 700 sheets (of 12
stamps each), and by October 28 he had sup-
plied 17,170 sheets.

These four anna lithographed stamps were
regarded from the very beginning as a pro-
visional makeshift until the four and eight
anna stamps ordered from England were re-
ceived, which were expected very soon. As
it happened, however, there was considerable
delay in getting these, and in fact they did
not arrive until more than a year later.
So Captain Thuillier had to meet several
supplementary indents, and in all he made
five different printings, totalling 99,956 sheets
and 1,659,984 stamps. These printings were:
—I. October 1854. II. December 1854.
I1I. March 1855. IV. April 1855. V. Oc-
tober 1855. J

The design of the stamp was an octagonal
red frame inside which was a blue head of
Queen Victoria in profile. Two small copper
dies were engraved, one of the frame and the
other of the head. The head die also had a
wide frame of wavy lines with rosettes at
the corners. (This frame part of the die
was used only in the first three printings).
The stamps were printed by the lithographic
process. A set of impressions (12 in the first
three printings, 24 in the last two) were
transferred from the two dies on to two
different lithographic stones, one showing the
frames, the other the heads and (for the
earlier printings) wavy lines and rosettes.
These two stones had obviously to be care-
fully synchronized to ensure that the heads
fitted into the frames.
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When printing started, first the red frames
were printed on the paper, and later—proba-
bly next day—the blue heads, wavy lines (in
the wide spacings), corner ornaments and
marginal inscriptions were printed on, to com-
plete the sheet of stamps. During the course
of the first printing only, some sheets (not
less than six) were placed wrong way up on
the blue stones, causing the classic error of
the “Inverted Head,” of which 24 or 25
genuine copies are known at present.

At each printing, a considerable number of
printing stones (both red and blue) were
made by transfers from the copper dies.
Thus in the 1st printing there were at least
8 red stones, in the 2nd printing at least 12,
in the 3rd at least 15 and so on, and proba-
bly the same numbers of blue stones. In
the half anna lithographs, which were printed
by Captain Thuillier about the same time
(May to August 1854 and again in 1855),
there were only 24 transfers from the die for
the 1st printing, 96 for the 2nd printing and
again 96 for the 3rd and final printing, a
total of 216 for producing the 30 million
half anna stamps. Multiplication of the
printing stones was done by transferring im-
pressions of whole sheets from one stone to
another. In the four annas this multiplying
device was not adopted (so far as we know),
and, by contrast, there were at least 420
transfer impressions of each die for less than
a million stamps of the first three printings.

Now the construction of so many printing
stones from the dies resulted in considerable
wear of the dies. This had two important
results. A weak or worn die gives a poor
transfer on the printing stone, and if, for
example, the Queen’s nose in profile fails to
register on the stone, and therefore on all
stamps printed from that stone, such stamps
will look odd and may be suspected of being
forgeries. To avoid this, the faulty impres-
sion of the stone has to be retouched by
hand, and a nose put in with greasy ink to
the best of the operator’s skill and ability.
Secondly a weak or worn die itself requires
to be touched up and strengthened to mini-
mize faulty transfer impressions on the print-
ing stones. (Figure 1)

Both these operations were carried out ex-
tensively by Captain Thuillier and his staff.
For the sake of simplicity I propose in this

article to call all operations on the dies
“touches-up,” and on the stones (whether
made before printing started or not) ‘“re-
touches.”

The Postal authorities were terrified of
forgeries, and Captain Thuillier and his staff
went to endless trouble in touching up the
plates and retouching the stones, to try and
get standard or similar stamps in the various
printings—urged on, no doubt, by the pre-
vailing fear of forgeries to cheat the Post-
office, but it must be confessed they were not
very skillful or successful. To the modern
philatelist the differences in the various states
of head die (see illustration) are striking and
obvious, while if the Queen had chanced to see
some of the retouches—her portrait showing
a moustache, a hare-lip, or the expression of
an imbecile (see illustrations)—she would not
have been amused!

It is perhaps advisable to emphasize that
over-inking, smudges and flaws are not re-
touches (although often noted as such), but
a retouch must show some distinct difference
in detail from the original die to be recog-
nized and classed as such. (Figure 2)

The head engraving started at a disad-
vantage. Even before any printing stones
were made from it, Captain Thuillier noted
that the first transfer was poor, and added
“lI am touching up the copper plate.” This
first touching up dealt with the shading of
the chignon, the band of the crown, the line
of jaw and dots on the neck, and the bust,
and all these details were put on delicately
and weakly, so that they soon wore down.
As a result we find weak transfers and
examples of retouching even in the first
printing of October 1854. In the Dawson
collection there is an entire cover (to China)
(Figure 3) franked with 12 cut-to-shape
copies all taken from the one sheet of 12
stamps of the 1st printing, of which 7 of the
heads show retouching of chignon by the addi-
tion of two or three strong lines, and one—
No. 2 of sheet—shows additional retouch of
band of crown (see Figure 4). On another
stone in several positions the chignon was re-
touched with delicate wriggly lines. On yet
other stones we find:—(i) No. 3 with the
whole head redrawn, an exceptional retouch;
(ii) No. 5 with the top of head and crown re-
touched; (iii) several stamps with outline of
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HEAD DIE

DIE I €avly stale. DIE T Sfoxly stabs g . March 1855,
Oclolev (851 “December 1852

Pee L.

Fig. 1. The different states of Head and Frame Dies.
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Stamps showing

several of these retouches are included in other illustrations, i.e. 1.2 & 1.4 on figure 3, 1.12

Some striking Head retouches illustrated by enlarged drawings.
and 11.7 on figure 4, and M.6, M.11, M.23 and M.24 on figure 5.

Fig. 2.
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face retouched. Two of the “inverted heads”
show retouches, Sir John Wilson’s copy, with
band of crown, chignon, outline of face and
bust strongly retouched, and the James-Daver
copy with retouched chignon. There may be
a third retouched “inverted head” in a Bel-
gian collection.

So we can say that at least 4 or 5 print-
ing stones of the 1st printing were retouched
to a greater or lesser extent, and some of
these retouches are shown (by stamps or en-
larged drawings) on the accompanying
plates.

The frame die, in contrast, was strongly
engraved from the first, and required no
touching up, and no red retouches in the 1st
printing are known.

Before the 2nd printing started, in Decem-
ber 1854, the head die was again touched up,
a large comma mark put in the chignon, the
hair strengthened near the chignon, and the
line of jaw and dots on the neck deepened;
as a result good impressions were made on
the printing stones, and major retouches in
this printing and state of die are practically

unknown. Minor retouches are found how-
ever, consisting of extra lines in the blank
upper part of the chignon.

In the 3rd printing in March 1855, the
head die was touched up twice (to form
Die 1ITA and Die III heads). Here again
major retouches are extremely rare. But
by this time the frame die had become still
more worn and weak, and a good deal of
retouching was done on the red frame
stones. In fact, just before the close of the
3rd printing, the frame die itself was touched
up, to form the Die II state, (see plate).
This was the last either die was
touched up.

In the 4th printing, as both dies were in
comparatively good condition after their lat-
est touching up, very little retouching of the
printing stones was required, although a few
fine retouches are known.

But in the sth and last printing in October
1855, both dies were in poor condition and
gave weak transfers on the stones. In con-
sequence we find an amazing amount of re-
touching, both of heads and frames, in fact

time

cover, showing ail 12 stamps of a sheet of the Ist printing with

The key below shows the location

10 9 5 6

Fig. 3. Dawson’s ‘“‘China”
head Die |, of which seven show retouches of chignon.
of the stamps, those in boldface type having retouches:—
12 Vi
8 2

1

4 T B
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Fig. 4. Head retouches. 1.3 Beautiful retouch of Chignon. 1.12 Nose and chignon, |I.7
chignon, V.5 chignon and outline of face (‘‘dew-drop’” on nose), V.21. Outline of face,
jaw, back of neck. V.23 Chignon, forehead, jaw. V.2,7 & 13. Smudgy heads with consider-
able retouching-out. No. 13 also shows retouch of forehead, chin, line of jaw, ear.
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it has been estimated that one stamp in three
of the medium setting (i. e. 5th printing)
was retouched.

The head retouches fall into several dis-
tinct categories, examples of which are illus-
trated in the accompanying plates. (Figures
4 and 5)

Type 1. Outline of face, line of jaw,
throat, bust, neck strongly retouched. Some
of the results are really rather comic. In
one specimen in my collection, the operator,
when strengthening the line of the nose, car-
ried the stroke several millimeters too far.
Result—a large blue “dew-drop” on the end
of the nose! In another specimen, he had
two shots at the line of jaw, one short and
curved, the other long and straight, and left
them both in. I like to think it was the same
operator who, on one of the half-annas, put
in two eyes, one above the other, and left
them both in also!

Type 2. Blurred head and overinked hair,
with considerable retouching out, 1. e. blank
spaces and also numerous fine scratches as
if made with a pin. I have seven different
positions on the sheet showing this type of
retouch.

Type 3. A number of extra lines in the
chignon. This is the most common of all the
Four Anna retouches, I have fifteen differ-
ent positions of this type. It may have been
done on more than one stone.

Type 4. Extensive retouching, amounting
to complete redrawing of parts or whole of
the head. These show the finest retouches
of all, some are illustrated in the accompany-
ing plates.

These different types were probably on dif-
ferent printing stones. For example, I have
four copies each of Nos. 2, 5 & 7 of the
sheet showing all four different types and
therefore on different stones. But combina-
tion retouches also occur. 1 have a very
interesting series of six different retouches
on stamp No. 23, as follows:—(i) & (ii),
outline of face, jaw, bust etc. retouched in
two quite different ways—type 1. (iii) chig-
non retouched with extra lines, type 3. (iv)
chignon, top of head, crown, and eye strongly
retouched, type 4. (v) & (vi). These
show identical retouches to top of head,
chignon, eye etc. as No. (iv), but in addition
No. (v) has a moustache, and No. (vi) has

what I call a “hare-lip” (see plate). These
last two provide clear evidence of retouching
of the printing stone after printing had
started. Here is a possible explanation. After
printing from stone No. (iv) had been in
progress for some time, the operator decided
to strengthen the nostril on head No. 2, but
made a bad shot and put in a moustache.
After some more sheets had been printed,
he rubbed out the moustache and retouched
the gap formed, leaving a grotesque slit
where the upper lip should be!

Some beautiful red frame retouching oc-
curs in this 5th printing. The late A. J. Sefi
illustrated three in the Philatelic Journal of
Great Britain, and a number are shown in
the Four Anna monograph published by Stan-
ley Gibbons for the Philatelic Society of
India. Some more are shown in the ac-
companying plates. (Figure 6)

Fig. 5A. Enlargement of V.24 on Figure 5.

As the printing from the red and blue
stones was carried out in two quite distinct
operations, it is possible to find a particular
retouched frame with several different types
of retouched heads. For example, 1 have
three copies of the striking red retouch No.
7 (see illustration), each with a different re-
touched head, an interesting example of com-
pound retouching. With a dozen or more
printing stones of each sort (red and blue),
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Y 4

Fig. 5. Head retouches. V.3 Fine retouch of extra lines in chignon. V.23 (two copies),
with the same retouched chignon, but one shows a ‘“‘mcustache” and the other a ‘‘hare-lip.”
V.12 Extra lines in chignon. V.2 Eye and eyebrow, hair, chignon. V.7 Superb retouch,
practically the whole head redrawn. V.6 Outline of face, eye, crown, top of head. V.11
Whole back of head redrawn. V.24 Chignon, hair, jaw, band of crown shaded.
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Fig. 6. Frame retouches. Very fine retouches |l1.7 Frame and circle of jewels on left re-

drawn, (and very badly done!) [V.22. Frame at 2 o’clock and lower label, see NAS. V.7
Another remarkable retouch. Too many diagonal lines on left, too few on the right! V.10
Pearls left, and outer frame lines. V.11 Frame 8 to 11 o'clock redrawn. V.14 Extensive
retouching at 2 and 10 o'clock. V.15. A of INDIA and diagonal lines. V.24. A normal
stamp without retouching, by contrast.
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the possible permutations and combinations
are endless!

In my opening paragraph I noted:—" . ..
they show a wealth and variety of retouching
which is probably without parallel in the
whole range of Philately,” and 1 have given
more than a little of the evidence to support
that statement. When one comes to think
of it, the conditions that encourage retouch-
ing were quite exceptionally favorable. The
printing of postage stamps by lithography (or
any other methods) was a new venture in
India or Asia, and the hot sticky climate of
Calcutta—long before the days of air con-
ditioning, electric fans or temperature con-
trols—was not helpful. Weak or worn dies
gave poor impressions on the printing stones,
and the fear-of-forgery complex on the part
of the authorities made it necessary to try
and improve such impressions to a constant
standard. The personnel who did the work
were untrained, particularly in delineating
the human face, and their efforts to draw
this were not infrequently grotesque.

What an irony that Captain Thuillier’s
efforts to produce a constant standard should
have resulted in such a wealth of variations!
Anyway, they are of exceptional interest to

the modern philatelist, and add very consider-
ably to the fascination of these early Indian
lithographs.

MR. E. A. SMYTHIES, C. I. E. is one of
the world’s leading authorities on the stamps
of India. He was formerly in the Indian
Forestry Service, now retired, and makes his
home in Ireland. He is the author of several
monographs on Indian Stamps; his particu-
lar field being the early lithographed stamps.
He was awarded the coveted Crawford
Medal for his writings on the 4 anna litho-
graphed stamp of 1854. He was editor of
The Philatelic Journal of India for about
twenty years. He has written outstanding
works on the stamps of Nepal and Burma,
and with his friend and collaborator, L. E.
Dawson, wrote a fine monograph on the
stamps of Jammu and Kashmir.

His collections have been exhibited in many
International Exhibitions, and have won
prizes at Durban, Melbourne, Berlin, Basle,
etc. He has been an indefatigable writer
of articles for The London Philatelist, Gib-
bons Stamp Monthly, Philatelic Journal of
Great Britain, etc. He is a member of the
leading philatelic societies and a Fellow of
the Royal Philatelic Society, London.

SEDANG

(Continued from Page 86.)

stamps. On that basis, I would doubt that
Marie I originated the cancelled specimens.
Perhaps they were a creation of the printer
who received no money for his labor and
thought that cancelled stamps would sell
quicker; or they represent the fine hand of
one of the numerous stamp dealers of Paris.
It is a minor riddle in the curtain of mys-

tery surrounding Marie I, “Roi des Sedangs.”

King Marie I was unable to obtain suf-
ficient funds to maintain his royal household
in style. His debts drove him from Paris
and from Europe. He returned to the East.
We next hear of him in a remote part of the
Malay peninsula. He had settled down on
an up-country plantation with one male com-
panion and a household of three women. His
dreams were brought to an abrupt end when
he died from the bite of a cobra at Kwalo,
Penang in 189o.
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Chapter 1V

Critical Years

1851 - 1853
By HENRY E. ABT

(Continued from Vol. XXIX, page 29.)

Government “of the people, by the people,
for the people” sometimes functions in strange
ways.

The scene was the House of Representa-
tives, Thursday, January 16, 1851. The
House was convened as a “Committee of
The Whole” to consider H. R. 351, “A Bill
to Reduce Rates of Postage.”

For some months past, the legislators had
been flooded with communications, many
identically worded, “respectfully petitioning
Congress” to pass a law establishing “a uni-
form rate of Two Cents postage on letters
weighing half an ounce, and two cents for
every additional half ounce, prepaid, and
double that rate if not prepaid.” The drop
letter rate, the petitioners had asked, should
be reduced to 1 cent from the 2 cent level
established in 1845.

The origins of this flood of petitions had
been well known to most of the congressmen.
To the postal reformers, the rate reductions
enacted in the Act of March 3, 1845, had
been but a beginning. On the day the Act
had been passed, the New York Evening Post
had observed: (1)

“The reduction of postage, though it will
be a great public convenience, is not suf-
ficient to show the beneficial working of
cheap postage. A still lower rate in our
opinion would bring about a much larger
revenue . . . Taken altogether, the Bill is a
poor jumble of compromises, a timid half
measure attempting to steer a middle
course behind contradictory views.”

The Post’s editorial had well expressed the
views of Barnabas Bates of New York, who,
prior to 1845, had been one of the tireless
leaders of the movement for America’s adop-
tion of the British “low rate—high volume”
postage system. The ink was not dry on the
Act of 1845 before Bates had initiated a new
campaign for still lower rates. In this work,
he had soon been joined by Joshua Leavitt,
a Boston writer.

Working in close collaboration, these two
had brought about the formation of the “New
York Cheap Postage Association” May 26,
1848, and the “Boston Cheap Postage Asso-
ciation” the same year. With skill that
would do credit to the most efficient among
modern lobbyists, they had set in motion an-
other militant postal reform movement
throughout the nation.(?) By 1851, further
action by Congress had become a foregone
conclusion.

The record of the Post Office Department,
in the five-year period during which the Act
of 1845 had been in force, had added weight
to the basic theory of the postal reformers.
The House Committee on Post Office and
Post Roads, studying the subject during the
fall of 1851, had noted that a postal deficit
of $810,232 in 1845-46 had been followed by
a lesser deficit of $536,299 in 1846-47, and
only $22,222 in 1847-48. In 1849 and 1850,
the Department had operated “in the
black.” (3)

Reluctant to plunge the Post Office into a
renewed deficit, larger than could be avoided,
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however temporary it might be, the House
Committee had deemed a basic rate of 2 cents
too low, and had reported in a Bill establish-
ing a 3 cent rate for prepaid one-half ounce
letters to be carried not exceeding 3,000 miles,
5 cents for the same sent “collect” and 10
cents for prepaid letters sent greater dis-
tances. The Committee had also agreed to the
1 cent drop letter rate as well as a number
of other modifications of the Regulations af-
fecting newspapers, circulars and foreign mail.
The controversial subject of Congressional
franking was not embraced by the Bill.

After a month of intermittent debate, on
January 16th it appeared that the agreement
of a clear majority of the House to the mea-
sure, as it had been submitted, was at hand.

Then up rose the Hon. James Brooks of
New York City (Whig), founder and editor-
in-chief (when he was at home) of the New
York Express,(*) a daily newspaper. Brooks
begged and was granted leave to present an
amendment. (%)

“It shall be the duty of the postmaster
general, at all post offices where postmas-
ters are appointed by the President of the
United States, to provide for conveying let-
ters to the post office by establishing suit-

Figure 1. James Brooks, 1810-1873

{FPhoto, Courtesy, New York Histsrical Society)

able and convenient places of deposit, and
by employing carriers to receive and deposit
them in the post office; and at all such
offices, it shall also be his duty to cause
letters to be delivered by suitable carriers
to be appointed by him for that purpose,
for which not exceeding one-half cent shall
be charged.”

To most of the Congressmen, this seemed
to be an innocuous enough amendment. The
provision obviously related only to big cities.
Few of the farmers, planters and small-town
politicians, who then constituted a prepon-
derant majority of Congressmen, were famil-
iar with the advancing conflict in the metro-
politan centers between postal authorities and
well established private mail carrying enter-
prises. It is doubtful if a majority of the
Representatives had ever visited New York,
Philadelphia, Boston, Baltimore, or New Or-
leans, (the five cities with populations of
100,000 or more) for more than a few days’
sightseeing.

Those who were familiar with Postal Law
saw little in the measure that was not already
in force by virtue of the Acts of 1825 and
1836. The earlier of these Acts had pro-
vided: (%)

“That letter carriers shall be employed at
such post offices as the Postmaster General
shall direct, for the delivery of letters in
the places, respectively, where such post
offices are established; and for the delivery
of each such letter, the letter carrier may
receive, of the person to whom the delivery
is made, two cents . .. "

The Act of 1836 had said:(7)

“The Postmaster General shall be author-
ized whenever the same may be proper for
the accommodation of the public in any
city, to employ letter carriers for the de-
livery of letters received at the post office
in said city; . . . for the receipt of letters
at such places in the said city as the Post-
master General may direct, and for the
deposit of same in the post office; and for
the delivery by a carrier of each letter
received from the post office, the person to
whom the same may be delivered shall pay
not exceeding two cents; . . . and for every
letter received by a carrier to be deposited
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in the post office, there shall be paid to
him, at the time of the receipt, not ex-
ceeding two cents; all of which receipts by
the carriers in any city shall, if the Post-
master General so directs, be accounted for
to the postmaster of said city, to constitute
a fund for the compensation of the said
carriers, and be paid to them in such pro-
portions and manners as the Postmaster
General may direct. Each of the said car-
riers shall give bond with sureties . . . for
the safe custody and delivery of letters . ..”

It had been under the authority of the lat-
ter Section that postmasters in the several
larger cities, since 1836, had employed and
bonded carriers to deliver incoming inter-
city mail, and from 1842 to 1846, this pro-
vision had been the basis for the operation
of the United States City Despatch Post in
New York. A reinterpretation of the Act
by Postmaster General Collamer, appointed
by President Taylor, had, in 1849, provided
the authority for the unsuccessful bonded
“Carrier Department” of New York City,
established by Postmaster Morris and headed
by Robert Roberts. ()

Without explaining the basis of his com-
putations, Brooks assured the House that the
proposed amendment would yield a new bonus
of $20,000 to $30,000 to the revenues of the
Post Office Department.

Representative Charles Allen (Free Soil)
of Massachusetts called attention to the re-
duction of the carrier rates stipulated in
previous Acts and objected that in smaller
places such services could not be made to
pay at an allowed rate of one-half cent per
letter.

Representative John S. Phelps (Dem.) of
Missouri,* observed:

“If T understand the gentleman’s amend-
ment it is intended to authorize the Post-
master General to establish post routes.
This power is conferred upon us, and upon
us alone. If Congress establishes post
routes it then becomes the duty of the
Postmaster General to establish service
upon those routes . . . So far as the object
contemplated by the amendment is con-
cerned, I approve of it” [but] “suggest . . .

* Governor of Missouri from 1877 to 1881.

it would be better to establish the various
streets in the cities as post roads, instead
of vesting a power to make them post
routes in the Postmaster General .. .”

Mr. Brooks accepted Congressman Allen’s
objection, insisting, however, that a one-half
cent rate could achieve the promised results
in New York, but admitting that the volume
of mail handled in smaller places might not
yield revenues enough for a “pay-load.” He
could not concur with Mr. Phelps’ objection
regarding the delegation of congressional
powers, but since all mail was carried under
the Constitutional authority given to Congress
to establish “Post Roads,”(?) he took ac-
count of it in the following revision of his
proposed amendment:

“Tt shall be the power of the Postmaster
General, at all Post Offices where the
Postmasters are appointed by the Presi-
dent of the United States, to establish post
routes within the cities or: towns, to pro-
vide for carrying letters to the post office,
by establishing suitable and convenient
places of deposit, and by employing carriers
to receive and deposit them in the post
office; and at all such offices it shall also
be in his power to cause letters to be de-
livered by suitable carriers to be appointed
by him for that purpose, for which not
exceeding one or two cents shall be paid by
the persons sending or receiving letters,
and all sums so collected shall be paid into
the Post Office Department.”

In the course of the debate several other
minor changes were made, and the provision

added :

“The amount of the compensation allowed
by the Postmaster General to carriers shall
in no case exceed the amount paid into the
Treasury by each city and town under the
provisions of this section.”

There was little discussion in the House
debate of the aims or objectives of this
amendment, and perhaps purposely, few ref-
erences to the existent situation in the large
cities.

Brooks did say:

“There are companies in that city” (New
York), distributing letters three or four
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times daily, and if there were a still greater
facility afforded for this constant inter-
course [ have no doubt that much larger
profits would be derived.”

The Hon. Joseph R. Chandler (Whig) of
Pennsylvania had this to say:

“I suppose I ought to oppose this Amend-
ment. If this system was introduced into
the city of Philadelphia, I believe it would
disturb one of the most beautifully ar-
ranged and well-executed plans of letter-
carrying that was ever introduced.” [Ed.
note: Blood’s Despatch, a private enter-
prise.] “We have no complaints of the
system of letter-carrying there, and I fear
that the adoption of this measure would
tend very much to disturb a service that is
very acceptable and highly approved of ...”

The Hon. David K. Carter (Dem.) of
Massachusetts came closer to the heart of
the matter:

“What is this proposition? It is to make
in the city of New York—a city already
overrun by legions of custom-house depen-
dents—another legion of office holders for
the purpose of public patronage. If I was
a citizen of that town I would pay sooner
for a pestilence to visit it . . .

“There is in these large cities, under
the supervision of private enterprise, and
resting on private integrity, which is su-
perior to any official service, a system of
penny postage that accommodates all the
localities of the cities and meets all the
demands of business. The proposition of
the honorable member from the city of
New York is to set Uncle Sam at the
work of entering into competition with
these private companies. And what is the
reason? Why, he wants to command the
votes of this pack of poor scatterwags that
he proposes to appoint there when the elec-
tions come around ... "

But Mr. Chandler voted for the amend-
ment, and so did the Whig majority gener-
ally. It was evidently an approved party
measure and desirable for the maintenance
of political leverage.

In those days, and too often since, a sense
of justice or a social principle could not
stand in the way of the “higher law” of politi-

cal self-preservation. Even the Democratic
minority could not offer too great a protest,
for did they not hope to return to power in
1852, and would not more jobs to give out
be desirable in that hoped-for eventuality?
Patronage was one of the cornerstones of
political power and few in that glass house
could afford to throw stones.

When the new postage law had been
passed by the House and came to the Senate
Committee on Post Office and Post Roads,
the Brooks amendment was promptly elimi-
nated. The provision was considered an un-
necessary reiteration of existent powers, and
it was sensed that there was more to the pro-
posal than met the eye.

But on the floor of the Senate the Whig
machine again went into action. On Febru-
ary 20th, Senator William H. Seward of
New York* demanded to know what had
become of the amendment. (1)

“This provision,” he said, “would be ap-
plicable to the cities of New York, Phila-
delphia, Boston and New Orleans and
such larger cities. It is to establish and
maintain a penny-post department to be un-
der the supervision and subject to the care
and management of the Post Office De-
partment. The provision was carefully
guarded so that the United States could
suffer no pecuniary loss from the recogni-
tion of that institution because the amounts
to be allowed for payment of expenses in-
curred in the transportation of letters
within the city are to be kept within the
amount of the penny postage received...”

He said that ‘“the Representative from
New York” had “called his attention” to the
matter, and he spoke of “small irresponsible
penny posts” then operating “all over the
cities.”/ He described the predicament of
“any stranger, say a member of this body, if
he should be in New York and have occasion
to send a letter to the Post Office, he must
be under the necessity of carrying it himself,
or employ a porter at considerable expense,
or send it to some place, he knows not where,
and commit it to some hands, he knows not
whose, to convey it.”

* Secretary of State in President Lincoln's admin-
istration, 1861-1869.
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Figure 2. William H. Seward, (1801-1872)

Senator Thomas Jefferson Rusk (Dem.) of
Texas, Chairman of the Committee on Post
Office and Post Roads offered feeble objec-
tion to Mr. Seward’s insistent demands.
Rusk expressed the belief that “similar au-
thority is now vested by the Law in the
Postmaster General” and called attention to
a circular of the New York Carrier Depart-
ment ‘“that there are ninety-eight places for
reception and delivery of letters in the city
of New York . . . visited three times a day,
at 7. A. M., 12 M. and 2 P. M.” He did not
think “the amendment” would “increase the
powers of the Postmaster General,” but it
might “embarrass the Bill.”

He added “the only difference between the
case as it now stands and that proposed by
this section is that there may be a charge of
‘one or two cents.” Now the charge is but
one cent.”

Mr. Seward blandly replied:

“If there be such a provision in the law,
this can do no harm.”

And so the amendment became the 10th
Section of the Postal Act as it was passed by
the Congress and signed by the President
March 3, 1851.(11)

In fairness to the members of both houses
of the 31st Congress, it should be repeated

again that the debates revealed no intention
on the part of the majority of the legislators
to interfere with or alter the relationship of
government with private enterprise in city
mail service.

It should be noted that unlike the Act of
1845, Sections 9 to 12 inclusive of which were
clearly designed to eliminate private enter-
prise in inter-city service, there were in the
Act of 1851 no specific prohibitions of private
enterprise or penalties for the operation of
independent service in municipalities; nor
were there in the debates on this amendment
any references to the application of the perti-
nent sections of the Act of 1845 to city dis-
patch posts.

To many, the amendment was merely a re-
assertion of existent powers, long since
granted to the Post Office Department. To
others, Section 10 was undoubtedly a party
measure, in approval of which they followed
the Whig leadership, sensing that political
jobs were at stake, but without realization
of other issues involved. To those who were
conscious of an issue involving the rights and
privileges of a group of businessmen, adoption
of the amendment was a matter of strength-
ening the government’s position rather than
destroying or weakening the competition.

Subsequent events indicate, however, that
Brooks and his associates in the Whig delega-
tion from New York were quite aware of the
issues and certain of their objectives. This
aim was the total suppression of the city mail
carrying enterprises operated by Boyd,
Swarts, Blood and the others engaged in that
business.

As we reconstruct the circumstances lead-
ing up to the amendment, it appears likely
that the proposal originated with William V.
Brady, postmaster of New York. A Maiden
Lane jeweler, Brady had long been associated
with Brooks in the New York City Whig
organization. They resided not far from
each other, and Brooks had supported
Brady’s successful campaign for mayoralty
of the city in 1847. When the Whigs were
triumphant in the national elections of 1848,
Brooks was one of those who sponsored
Brady’s appointment to the postmastership
of the metropolis.

One of Brady’s first experiences after he
assumed his new responsibility had been the
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thorough defeat of the Post Office (Robert
Roberts) carrier department('2) by Boyd
and the other privately operated mail serv-
ices. As time had passed, other circumstances
had also contributed to Brady’s hostility.

There was, of course, no limitation on the
number of enterprises that could operate
within a single city, and during 1850 more
than a dozen were functioning in New York
City alone. Boyd, Swarts, Hanford and the
other older firms were thoroughly respon-
sible, but many small enterprises would come
on the scene briefly and then disappear. Let-
ters entrusted to them “for the mails” would
not always reach the Post Office—and the
Post Office would be blamed for non-deliver-
ies of mail it had never handled.

Finally, Brady was a good politician and
recognized the job-dispensing possibilities of
the Post Office-monopolized carrier service.
By 1850, between Boyd in New York and
Blood in Philadelphia alone, close to 100
postal jobs, inaccessible to the patronage dis-
pensers, had been created.(13) Since the time
of Benjamin Franklin, postal jobs had been
regarded as the primary outlet for patronage,
and here was a rapidly growing aspect of
postal service in which no faithful henchmen
could be placed. '

The last named consideration was reason
enough for Brady to find Congressman
Brooks, and other members of the Whig con-
gressional representation from New York
State, sympathetic to a proposal that Congress
give the Postmaster GGeneral specific powers
with respect to the transmission of mail
within cities.

It is certain that the measure did not ema-
nate from the Post Office Department in
Washington. Nathan Kelsey Hall, of Buf-
falo, New York, had been appointed Post-
master General when Vice President Millard
Fillmore was elevated to the White House,
July 9, 1850, following the sudden death of
President Zachary Taylor. As is the cus-
tom, the members of the deceased president’s
cabinet, ‘including his Postmaster General
Jacob Collamer, had offered their resigna-
tions, and Fillmore had accepted the previous
Postmaster General’s withdrawal, appointing
Hall in his place.

During his first seven months in office, the
new Postmaster General had been ill-in-
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Figure 3. Nathan Kelsey Hall, (1810-1874)

formed concerning the subject of city carrier
service. This fact is established by the fol-
lowing letter to Brady, written by Hall,
February 3, 1851,('*) a full two weeks after
the introduction of the amendment in the
House:

Postmaster
New York

“The Honorable Cave Johnson, late
Postmaster General, issued an order bear-
ing date December 21, 1848, appointing let-
ter carriers in the city of New York and
giving certain instructions and regulations
in regard to the delivery of letters

“Will you please inform me, at your
earliest convenience, whether . . . said order
... has been carried out or not?

“If it has how many boxes for the re-

ceipt of letters have been established in
New York?

“How does the system work and what
changes, if any, should be made in order to
perfect it?

“Has such a construction been placed
upon it as to deprive the Department and
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the Postmaster at New York of all benefit
from the receipt of ‘drop letters’ where
they are delivered to the carriers or de-
posited in the boxes provided for such
order?

“Are letters frequently delivered to car-
riers in their respective districts which do
not pass through the Post Office?

Very Respectfully
N. K. Harvr”

Brady’s reply is not recorded but its sub-
stance, and perhaps some encouragement by
Senator Seward, who undoubtedly had been
one of the sponsors of his fellow western
New Yorker’s appointment to the Postmaster
Generalship, apparently won Hall’s prompt
interest in and support of the Section.

Certainly, following passage of the Act,
Hall lost no time in initiating plans to use
what he conceived to be his new powers.
His first task was the reorganization of the
New York City Carrier Department.

John H. Hallett was employed to replace
Robert Roberts as “superintendent.”” The
total of ninety-eight stations for collection of
mail, referred to in Senator Rusk’s remarks
on the Bill, was expanded to more than 200.
The carrier force was increased to 45 men.
The collection schedule was revamped in
contemplation of four pickups daily instead
of the previous three, thus matching Boyd’s
schedule.

Although the Act became effective July
first, Hall’s plans were not completed until
August twelfth. On that date, he prepared
the following announcement to the public of
New York, released August 23rd:(1%)

“CITY PENNY POST.—POST
OFFICE DEPARTMENT.
Washington, Aug. 12, 1851.—Notice is
hereby given that in the execution of the
powers conferred by Congress, under the
provisions of the 1oth section of the Post-
age Act, approved 3rd March, 1851, the
Postmaster General has established post
routes on and over all the streets, avenues,
roads, and public highways within the lim-
its of the city of New York. The follow-
ing arrangements have been adopted to
carry out the provisions of said 10th sec-
tion:—A superintendent and forty-five let-

ter carriers have been appointed, and two
hundred places have been selected and boxes
put up for the reception of letters. Car-
riers call at said boxes four times a day.
Letters to be sent by mail out of the city,
found in the boxes, or delivered to the car-
riers, will be taken to the Post Office free
of charge. Letters to be delivered in the
city, found in the boxes, or delivered to the
carriers, will be delivered at a charge of
one cent. Circulars and handbills each-one
cent: Newspapers and pamphlets, each half
cent: Letters from the mails, two cents.
Letters dropped into the Post Office to be
delivered in the city, in addition to drop-
letter postage, one cent. Stamps for the
pre-payment of the carrier’s fee, will soon
be for sale by the superintendent and car-
riers; and the number of carriers will be
hereafter increased, and such other ar-
rangements made from time to time as may
be necessary to make the carrier’s depart-
ment in the highest degree efficient and
useful.
N. K. HaLL,
Postmaster General.”

This sweeping designation of all streets as
“post routes” was clearly with intent to es-
tablish a monopoly rather than, as at least
most members of Congress had conceived the
purpose of Section 10, given as a legal back-
ground for the operation of an efficient serv-
ice over specific routes. It became clear now,
that Hall had in mind invoking the sections
of the Act of 1845, placing city streets within
the category of ‘“places where the United
States mail is regularly transported” and ap-
plying the penalties for private conveyance of
mail stipulated in the earlier act.

Furthermore, the Postmaster General’s in-
terpretation of the rate scale permitted by
the Act was entirely foreign to any of the
concepts expressed in the Congressional de-
bate. The words in the Act “not exceeding
one or two cents”’ were interpreted by Hall
to mean any rate or lack thereof the Post-
master General chose to set, not in excess of
2 cents.

Hall obviously believed that, by establish-
ing free collections of letters for outgoing
United States mail, he would cut away a
major segment of the patronage of the private
dispatch posts. Since the Post Office had an
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inherent monopoly of letters coming into the
city from out-of-town sources, it could charge
the maximum, 2 cents, for delivery of these
letters and offset the cost of free collections.
The reaction of the Press was divided.
The Sun, without comment, forecast the
monopolistic purpose. (16)

“The Postmaster General has declared
every street and avenue in the city a ‘Post
‘Route’ and is about to claim jurisdiction
over them as such, by virtue of the 1oth
Section of the postage act now in force.”

The Herald, called the move a “desiderat-
um’’ and, with great unfairness, tarred Boyd
and the older firms with all the sins of their
less reliable competitors. It said.(17)

“This arrangement gets rid of the num-
erous express offices in which there have
been great delays and irregularities.”

The Tribune observed:(18)

“This arrangement will go into effect
forthwith and we presume all other City
Post establishments will be obliged to close
their business.”

On the other hand, The Evening Post
raged: (19)

“The government, which is always
thrusting itself into affairs with which it
has no proper call to intermeddle, has set
itself to establish a penny post in this city.
The step has one advantage in the eyes of
the politicians: it makes new places for
partizans and increases the patronage of
the Executive.”

Boyd, himself, was of course faced with
grave questions.

(1) Did the terms of the Act and Notice
affect his legal right to remain in business?

(2) Would the courts sustain Hall’s inter-
pretation of the Act?

(3) Would the courts permit the prohibi-
tion and penalties named in the Act of 1845
to be applied to Hall’s definition of “post
routes”?

(4) Assuming that the “post route” order
would not be sustained in court, could he
compete successfully with the new carrier de-

partment, particularly its free mail collection
service for inter-city mails?

The first three questions were subjects for
advice by legal counsel. The fourth, Boyd
must decide for himself, with his knowledge
of his market and his experience to guide
him.

We do not know, of course, precisely what
Boyd’s attorneys said to him. Yet, on the
basis of subsequent events, we can surmise
some of their opinions.

The fact that the Act of 1851 made no
specific reference to private mail services, nor
established any penalties for their operation in
municipalities was very much in Boyd’s favor.

The interpretation by the Postmaster Gen-
eral of his power to establish post routes
within cities, as an authority to designate all
streets to be such routes, counsel in all like-
lihood said, was certainly debatable in court.

As for the applicability of the Act of 1845
to New York City service, the legislation had
been very specific in the limitation of its pen-
alties to violations on routes where the mail
was ‘“regularly transported.” As vyet, the
government had a very dubious case for the
present or previous regularity of its service
anywhere on Manhattan Island.

It is very likely that Boyd’s counsel ad-
vised him to stand his ground and wait for
the government to make the first move. In
weighing the fourth question, namely, his
probable ability to meet the new competition
projected by the government, Boyd no doubt
reasoned that the postal authorities had
“talked big” before. Free service could at
no time be much more of a threat than 1 cent
service had been unless it was consistent,
trustworthy and, in other respects, satisfac-
tory to the public. In the light of the past
record, the burden of proof rested with the
government.

Three days of consultation and analysis of
his problem brought Boyd to his decision. On
August 26th the Journal of Commerce and
The Post both carried this courageous state-
ment: (20)

“OFFICE BOYD'S CITY EXPRESS
POST, NO. 45

William Street—To my friends, the pub-

lic—I have for many years served you, and

I believe to your satisfaction, in promptly

delivering your letters; you have been bene-
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fited by my services and I have been greatly
benefited by your kind patronage.

The Post Office Department are now
making an effort to destroy my business,
and to break up this happy connexion which
has existed between you and me, and that
too without the least prospect that they
will serve you as well as I do.

My legal advisors say the law does not
prevent my attending to your business as
heretofore.

My Letter Boxes, numbering over two
thousand, are continued at the same places,
and I will continue promptly to deliver all
letters deposited in them, or at my office,
as heretofore.

Joun T. Bovyp, Proprietor.”

Answering the Tribune and Herald, and
commenting on Boyd’s notice, the editors of
the Journal of Commerce had this to say:(21)

“Boyd’s City Express Post—Referring
to an advertisement of Mr. Boyd in an-
other column, we remark that his establish-
ment has been an immense convenience to
our citizens, and has been conducted so
much to the general satisfaction, that we
do not recollect ever to have heard a com-
plaint concerning it. Mr. Boyd has more
than 2,000 places of deposit for letters in
the city, and intends to continue his busi-
ness, notwithstanding the efforts of Uncle
Sam to undermine it. We do not believe
that any government system can be so per-
fect, or so well operated, as that of Mr.
Boyd. We therefore hope that he will
continue to receive a liberal encourage-
ment.”

The New York Post added:(22)

“Below is a card of Mr. Boyd, of the
City Express Post, to his friends and the
public. He appeals to them against the
intrusion of the public authorities into a
business that private enterprise was already
managing very well. We hope he will be
fully sustained.”

Boyd’s judgment and the counsel of his
attorneys proved to be eminently right. While
he may have been harassed by notices and
threats, the Federal Courts are without rec-
ord of any formal action whatsoever, at that

time or later, taken by the government to
effectuate the terms or purposes of Hall’s
notice. In all likelihood, the Federal at-
torneys gave the Postmaster General some of
the same advice that Boyd’s lawyers had
provided.

There is also evidence that Hall himself
was soon in trouble endeavoring to effectuate
his plan for a genuinely competitive efficient
government carrier service. His fundamental
difficulty lay in the fact that he had no way
to make it worth his carriers’ while to fulfill
his promises to the public.

The New York Herald in its editorial on
the new Act stated that, in July 1851, the
government handled slightly more than 200,-
000 city letters. At the 1 cent rate this pro-
vided a total revenue of around $2,000. To
this, of course, should be added the 2 cent
fees collected on incoming mail from out-of-
town, but it is believed that the advance of
the charge for this service cut down the pub-
lic’s demand for home deliveries. Assuming,
however, that the Carrier Department’s gross
monthly revenue was as much as $3,000, the
Act had firmly specified that all of its ex-
penses and the compensation of the carriers
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et from that sum.

Expenses of the Department, including
Superintendent Hallett’s $125 monthly sal-
ary,(23) and necessary clerk hire for sorting
and cancelling the mail, surely ate up one-
third or more of the total. Thus, there was
not more than $2,000 for distribution among
the 45 carriers, or an average per man of
about $45 a month.

In depression periods, a century ago, $10
weekly might have been attractive compensa-
tion. However, the discovery of gold in
California, in 1848, had brought boom times
to the country and prevailing prices were
high.

A government carrier job was, therefore,
not a very attractive form of employment
and the service was little better than it had
been before the 1851 reorganization. Even
though Boyd’s charge remained double that
of the government, and by that time twice
that of most of his private competitors, his
seasoned carrier force was the best in the
city, and his 2,000 collection points provided
ten times greater accessibility than the Fed-
eral service. As a result, he continued to get
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a much larger share of the business than
anyone else.

‘We cannot leave the story of the 1oth Sec-
tion of the Postal Act of March 3, 1851,
without recording, as an amusing epilogue, a
letter dated December 31, 1851 addressed by
the Postmaster General, jointly to Congress-
man Brooks and the latter’s colleague, the
Honorable George Briggs, another Whig rep-
resentative from New York City.(24)

“To the Hon. J. Brooks
and the Hon. George Briggs
House of Representatives, U. S.

“Gentlemen:

“I have the honor to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of your letter of the 26 inst.

“The 10th section of the Act of 3rd March
last which authorized the Postmaster Gen-
eral to establish Post routes in certain
“cities, and to provide for the delivery of
letters, by carriers, to be employed by him
for that purpose, also authorized a charge
on each letter, which sum must be paid by
the person dispatching or receiving it.

“The charge is not postage but is a com-
pensation to the carrier for the delivery of
the letter or packet, after it has passed
through the mails, and is in addition to the
postage.

“I am therefore of the opinion that letters
carried over these routes and delivered by
letter carriers, though they may bear the
frank of a member of Congress are subject
to the charge authorized by the Act above
referred to for such conveyance.

Very respectfully yours,
N. K. Hartr”

The nature of the congressmen’s inquiry of
December 26th is quite clear from the fore-
going text—and we cannot avoid the con-
clusion that, after this correspondence, the
interest of Mr. Brooks and Mr. Briggs in a
Federal monopoly of the New York City mail
service must have been somewhat diminished.

Elliott Perry has expressed the view that,
after July 1, 1851, in consequence of the gov-
ernment’s free carrier service to the post
office—for the mails—"local postage stamps

are rarely found used with United States
postage stamps.” (27)

The adverb “rarely” is, of course, subject
to definition. In the philatelic material
known to philately, the proportion of strictly
local mail to the total of all letters carried
by private enterprises with dates subsequent
to the effective date of the 1851 Act is un-
doubtedly considerably higher than it is in
known material prior to that date. However,
Mr. Perry, like the writer, has without ques-
tion seen many combinations of post-1851
“Locals” with the United States stamps and
Federal postal markings, and the evidence in-
dicates that convenience, confidence in the
private service, more rapid transmission and
other factors kept a goodly quantity of traf-
fic moving via private enterprise to the United

States Post Office.

To students of “Locals” and “Carriers”
the most interesting aspect of the Act of 1851
was Section 10, granting the Postmaster
General power to designate city streets as
“Post Roads.” To the United States special-
ist, however, and the general collector, the
Act was significant for its establishment of
the 3 cent general postage rate, with the
resultant issue of the popular ’s1’s and new
3 cent postal markings.

Boyd’s variety No. 20 L. 7 is found in
combination with the orange brown shades of
U. S. No. 11 (the first printings of the 3
cent stamp) and also the 1852, brownish car-
mine and rose claret, shades. 1853 usage of
No. 20 L. 7 is rare, Boyd having issued a
successor variety, and thus combinations of
the dull red shades of U. S. No. 11 and 20 L.
7 are also scarce.

No. 20 L. 7 is also found on cover with
the 35 mm. red circle “New York—PAID—
3 CTS,” listed by Postal Markings(2¢) as
type XXXVII (See Figure 4.) Other New
York Post Office cancellations and markings
of the early 1850’s are also known on Boyd
covers.

In 1850 Boyd extended his activities by
entering into an arrangement with Francis
I.. Hagadorn of Stapleton, Staten Island,
proprietor of The Staten Island Express
Post and of The Staten Islander, a weekly
newspaper, to complete Manhattan deliveries
of mail collected from the Island Post’s
Boxes and brought to New York by ferry.
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Figure 4. No. 20 L. 7, cork cancelled, on an undated cover bearing U. S. Postal Marking No.
XXXVIll, indicating 3 cents prepaid to Albany, N. Y. Boyd brought to Post Office, U. S.
mails to Albany. Probable date of use, February, 1852.

The Staten Islander of September 21,
1850(27) carried an advertisement by Mr.
Hagadorn which, with other information
concerning his service, announced:

“AN EXPRESS MAIL
“Leaves for New York with every boat;
connecting with Boyd’s City Despatch
Post and forwarding
LETTERS FOR THE U. S. MAILS
in time to reach the Great Northern,
Southern and Eastern Mails twice a day.
Letters are forwarded to the city and
delivered from every boat until after 2

PM.”

Covers combining markings of the Staten
Island Express Post and of Boyd are rare. An
illustration of one in the possession of Mr.
Elliott Burgher is shown with this Chapter
(Figure 5). It is not believed that the ar-
rangement was reciprocal, no evidence of
covers consigned by addressors to Boyd in
New York and delivered in Staten Island
being known.

Writers have sometimes stated that in this
period Boyd had reciprocal arrangements
with private postal enterprises other than the
one directed by Mr. Hagadorn. This may
be supported by evidence unknown to the

present writer, and was undoubtedly true
some years later, but no reliable evidence of
such reciprocation in the early 1850’s, has
been seen in the course of the research at-
tendant to the preparation of the present
manuscript.

By the end of 1851, the insecurity of the
summer months had become a memory, and
it is certain that Boyd once again viewed
the future with sanguine confidence.

In the spring of 1852, however, he ex-
perienced an inestimable personal tragedy
which was to blight the remaining years of
his life and to make him a lonely old man.

The Tribune, on Friday, April 16, 1852,
carried this sad announcement:(28)

“Died, Thursday morning April 15, Han-
nah, wife of John T. Boyd, aged 42 years.
Her remains will be taken to Philadelphia
for interment, with the 8 o’clock line.”

Here ended the romance which, during the
previous 14 years had given Boyd the new
youth, new courage and the inspiration to
which the people of New York owed its
most efficient and popular city mail service.

Eighteen months earlier, October 6, 1850,
Hannah had borne him the last of his chil-
dren, Melville, who in his adulthood was to
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Figure 5. Letter originating in Staten Island, carried by Staten Island Express Post and de-
livered in New York by Boyd. The “FREE” is believed to be a mark of the Staten Island

Express Post. Boyd's Type ‘“‘E” postmark.
cover is possessed.

become the Rector of the All-Saints (Episco-
pal) Church, on Seventh Avenue, in Brook-
lyn, New York.

Now, 57 years old, Boyd was widowed with
four surviving children, the oldest John
Thomas, Jr. being only 12 years of age and
the youngest, an infant of a year and one-
half.

We do not know which of the many
scourges that threatened life in those days
took Hannah Boyd from the family that so
urgently needed her. Nor is there any sur-
viving record of the arrangements John made
to bring up his young children. Directories
inform us that he continued to make his home
in the house at 70 Grove Street, and it may
be concluded, therefore, that the children re-
mained with him. Perhaps one of his un-
married sisters, or a member of Hannah’s
family served as foster mother.

Though his helpmate and inspiration were
gone, the incentive for Boyd remained. The
business must go on to provide the essentials
of life, education and opportunity for the
young ones.

At some time in this period, the plate of the
previous Boyd stamp, No. 20 L. 7 (Type V)
was found to be too worn for further print-
ings.

Photo, courtesy of Elliott Burgher, by whom this

Shopping for a new issue, Boyd returned
again to the process of stone lithography,
probably because by this method he could ob-
tain the quantities now necessary for his many
outlets and large volume at more reasonable
cost.

The earliest use this writer has seen of
Boyd’s new lithographed stamp No. 20 L. 8
(Figure 6) was a specimen in the Helen F.
Novy collection on a cover dated July 13,
1853.

J. W. Scott(2?) gave “January 10, 1849”
as the date of the first cover he had seen
bearing this stamp, but the present writer
believes this notation, and a statement by
Coster (39) that 20 L. 7 and 20 L. 8 “appear
to have been used simultaneously,” both to
have been based on mistaken identification.
All present evidence points to the issuance of
the lithographed stamp in 1852 or early
1853. Aside from the comparatively ‘“flat”
appearance which lithography produces, the
Type (VI) is so similar to the previous
plate, that several early philatelic writers
classified them both as variations of the same
variety.

The outer dimensions of the new oval were
17 x 20% mm., the inner oval 10 x 134 mm.
The outer oval is framed by a rectangle 20%%
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on the preceding Type. On Type V this line
extended from the beak to the crest, a dis-
tance of 2 mm. On the new stamp it was
drawn only from above the eye to the crest,
1 mm. in length. The eagle’s mouth, con-
siderably opened on Type V was only slightly
open on the new Type. The letters are some-
what more broadly drawn on the new Type
than on its predecessor, and the figure “2”
is slightly different.

No. 20 L. 8, probably having been used in
1853 and 1854 only, on covers carried to the
United States post office is seen only with
the dull red and rose red shades of U. S. No.
Figure 6. No. 20 L. 8 (Type VI) Boyd 11, the printings of those years, and with
Adhesive Stamp, (1853-1854) cancelled with U. S. postal markings of that time. (Fig-

i ure 7).

Type ‘'€’ prepayment mark.
(Photo by Boutrelle)
The paper on which No. 20 L. 8 was print-
ed was white wove, surface colored a green
x 223 mm. The most apparent distinction of Ridgway’s “Light Cendre” shade (Plate
of this type from its predecessor, aside from VI 35°d), but of a somewhat lighter and
the method of printing, is a period after the greyér hue than the paper used for No.
“S” of “CENTS.” The outer oval line

20 Lz 74
framing the design is about )4 mm. thicker The7George P. French collection, sold by
than that encasing the design of Type V. the late Eugene Klein of Philadelphia, March
The globe, on which the familiar eagle is 22, 1933, included an unused “block of 9o”
perched, measures, at its maximum height, of this variety. This writer has never seen
3 mm. The line above the eagle’s eye is this desirable piece, nor does he know its
drawn differently from the way it appears present whereabouts. However, its existence

Figure 7. No. 20 L. 8 (cork cancelied) on cover addressed to Paterson, N. J. with U. S.
No. 11 (Orange Brown). No dated letter, but probabiy carried April 28, 1853. Boyd
brought to Post Office., U. S. mails to Paterson.
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leads us to the belief that the original stone
had 9o or more, probably 100, subjects.
This point is of distinct philatelic import-
ance, because Scott’s United States Catalogue
Specialized for some years had included the
statement “‘No. 20 L. 8 was reprinted in
1862 on unglazed paper; and about 1880 on
glazed paper but without rectangular frame.”

This writer has seen so-called “reprints”
printed on glazed surface-colored paper of
three different shades of green. Mr. H. W. K.
Hale possesses an entire sheet, with full
margins, the paper having yellowish tint
(nearest Ridgeway “Pinkish Buff,” Plate
XXIX, 17”d), surface colored Ridgeway’s
“Oriental Green” (Plate XVIII 33’b). This
sheet has 72 subjects (12 x 6).

A second “reprint’” has been seen on a
darker paper (Ridgeway, ‘“Cream” Plate
XVI 19’f) and surface-colored a grayer
green (Ridgeway, “Deep Turtle Green”
Plate XXXII 31”b). The specimens of the
latter shade plate exactly on Mr. Hale's
sheet.

Mr. Hale also possesses a block of 42 re-
prints (6 x 7) printed on white paper sur-
face colored a bluer green (nearest Ridgway,
“Cobalt” Plate XIX, 37b) which does not
plate on Mr. Hale’s sheet of 72 subjects. The
horizontal rows on this block are set some-
what closer to each other than are the ones
on the larger piece.

None of these “reprints” has the rectangu-
lar frame of the original stamp.

It appears, then, that there were at least
two stones of this type prepared for stamp
collectors subsequent to the original stone,
and neither of them produced sheets of the
same size as the original.

It is probable that the original die was
obtained by printers serving stamp dealers,
perhaps in 1862 and in 1880, and transfers
were made to new stones for the lithograph-
ing of “reprints” for sale to collectors. This
supposition is confirmed by a' pencilled note,
mounted in the Luff reference collection,
written many years ago, to the effect that
“The S. S. & C. Co. has the original copper
plate of Type L. 51”. The “S. S. & C. Co.”
was the old Scott Stamp and Coin Company
of the 1890’s when Henry Calman was pro-
prietor. Tradition has it that in those days
Calman possessed a number of the plates

from which collectors’ reprints had been
made. No one now knows what later be-
came of those plates. “Type 51”7 was the
former designation used for the sixth type
of Boyd stamps in Scott’s Standard Catalogue
of Local Stamps, published during the first
dozen years of the current century. “The
original copper plate” was probably the metal
die from which lithographic transfers were
drawn.

A counterfeit (imitation) of No. 20 L. 8
was also sold to collectors in the 1870’s or
1880’s.  This Type (Figure 8) could not
be mistaken for the original by anyone who
has seen genuine copies.

Figure 8. Counterfeit of Boyd Adhesive Stamp
No. 20 L. 8

(Photo by Boutrelle)

The hue of the green with which the paper
is surface colored is darker. The lettering is
heavier, the vertical strokes on the counter-
feit, without exception, being double the width
of those on the original. The bottom of the
globe on the counterfeit does not touch the
inner oval as it does on the original. The
outer oval is several times as heavily drawn
as it is on the real stamp and the “T” of
“POST” is much too near the numeral “2.”

A “social stamp,” No. 20 L. 9, serving
the same purposes as the earlier No. 20 L. 6,
was printed in gold on creamy white glazed
paper from Type VI. We may presume it was
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issued in the early 1850’s, after No. 20 LL §;
and from the types of postal markings seen on
covers, it is believed that this “social” stamp
continued to be sold and used for a number
of years after Boyd issued new stamps for
general postage replacing No. 20 L. 8. Un-
fortunately, no covers bearing No. 20 L. g
seen by this writer have contained corre-
spondence with year dates, and the exact
period of usage of this variety therefore is
uncertain. .

Whereas used specimens of No. 20 L. 9
are quite scarce, unused specimens, as
“Locals” go, are comparatively common.
Though the possibility must be entertained
that a reprinting of the variety may have
been made for collectors, it is the writer’s
belief that the known unused copies are genu-
ine. This conclusion is based on a compari-
son of characteristics of several unused copies
with specimens genuinely used on covers.
Possibly the unused copies are remainders
sold to the stamp trade in the 1860’s by sub-
sequent proprietors of the Post.

If we accept the genuinity of known un-
used copies of No. 20 L. 9, we can draw
further conclusions about it from a block of
15 in the collection of Mr. H. W. K. Hale.
This block consists of 3 rows of 5 subjects,
from the bottom of the sheet from which it
was cut. There are full margins on three
sides, left, right and bottom.

The block is divided by horizontal and ver-
tical lines which frame the subjects each in a
rectangle. It definitely could not have been
printed from any of the reprints stones,
previously described, nor from the stone used
for printing No. 20 L. 8, if the latter num-
bered 100 subjects. The dimensions of the
rectangles vary slightly because the vertical
lines are not exactly equi-distant from each
other, the differences being fractions of a
millimeter.

It is believed likely that a new stone was
prepared from the original die made for the
printing of No. 20 L. 8 and a smaller sheet,
5 x 5, or 5 x 10 subjects printed therefrom.

The block in Mr. Hale’s collection does
not appear to have been gummed. The paper
is quite heavy and hard textured. The glaz-
ing is high.

Locally addressed covers of the early 1850’s
carried by Boyd, continued to be struck

with the 30 x 20 mm. (Type “E”) post-
mark of which there were at least six minor
variations of composition and lettering. Some
of these differences reflected the duplicate
handstamping equipment, undoubtedly neces-
sary to dispose of the several thousands of
letters Boyd was now handling daily. Sub-
types often appear on different covers of the
same day.

A tabulation of the incidence of these sub-
types does not reveal any reliable pattern
from which the order of their adoption can
be determined. Two of the sub-types vary-
ing most from each other, one reprinted from
the Chapter III of this series(3') and one
traced from a cover of 1853, accompany the
present chapter. (Figure 9)

Figure 9. Two of the six variations of Boyd’s
Type “‘E’" Postmark, (1848-1857). Left hand
illustration 1s reprinted from Figure 8, Chapter
I11.

A postmark similar to Type “E,” but with
considerably larger lettering, was used in the
latter months of 1853 and in 1854. This was
Type “F” (29 x 19% mm.), the lettering of
which was 3 mm. high, (See Figure 10) as
compared with the 2 mm. lettering of Type

1 Tk

Figure 10. Boyd's Type ‘“‘F" Postmark, (1853-
1854). (Tracing from original)

PAID

Figure 11. Type ‘‘c”’ Prepayment Mark, Used
in 1850 or 1851. (A tracing from original)

(PN

A new prepayment mark, Type “c,”’ ap-
pearing briefly in 1850 or 1851 was a 5 mm.
handstamp “PAID.” (Figure 11) This has
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been seen struck in black on undated covers
of about that time. This Type seems to have
been used only for a very brief period, and
is a scarce postal marking.

PAID
J.T.B.

Type “‘d” Prepayment Mark, Used
(A tracing from original)

Figure 12.
in 1851.

Early in 1851 the Type “d” prepayment
mark (Figure 12), a variation of the early
Type “b,” came into use. This handstamp
struck in black was a 2-line “PAID” (above)
“J.T.B.” (below), the letters of the upper
word being separated from each other by
3 mm. spaces and drawn 4 mm. high; and
the initials below being drawn 274 mm. high
and condensed to a distance of 2 mm. apart.

PAID PAID
J. T.B J.T.B

Figure 13. Type ‘¢’ Prepayment Mark, Used
with Minor Variations 1852-1857. (A tracing
from original)

It does not appear to have been used be-
yond the Spring of 1852, when a new “PAID
J/T.B.” prepayment handstamp, (Type “e”)

(Figure 13) was put into use. The letter-
ing of the upper line of this handstamp mea-
sured 4 mm., the lower line 3% mm.; the
upturned lower extremity of the “J” was
directly under the vertical stroke of the “P”
of “PAID” and the vertical stroke of the
“D” on the upper line was directly above
that of the “B.” This prepayment mark is
first noted on a cover dated May 24, 1852,
and with variations on covers as late as 1857.

The specter of drastic government inter-
ference faded, and Boyd could breathe freely
for some years to come, when the Whigs
were overwhelmingly defeated in the national
elections of November 1852. Democratic
candidate, former Senator Franklin Pierce of
New Hampshire, defeated the Whig nomi-
nee, General Winfield Scott, by an electoral
vote of 254 to 42. Scott carried only four
states, Massachusetts, Vermont, Kentucky
and Tennessee.

The following March, James Campbell, a
Philadelphia lawyer and businessman, be-
came Postmaster General and in his admin-
istration there is no evidence of further Fed-
eral attack on the private local posts.

The Federal Government’s carrier service
in New York continued to function under
Section 10 of the LLaw of 1851, collecting and
delivering such mail as the public entrusted

s ————— :

o

i A

TRy

celled, with Type ‘““F’ Postmark and Type ‘‘e

Figure 14. Locally delivered letter dated September 1, 1853, bearing No. 20 L. 8, cork can-
Prepayment Mark.

(Abt collection) .
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N-EW YORK CRYSTAL PALACE.

it NG inan

Figure 15. The Crystal Palace, Scene of the New York World’s Fair of 1853.

to it—but neither matching Boyd's wide-
spread and numerous facilities for collecting
mail nor the rapidity or reliability of his
service.

1853 was the year of the first World’s
Fair in America. A “Crystal Palace” re-
sembling the iron and glass hall by that name
which had been constructed for the London
exposition in 1851, was erected on the present
site. of Bryant Park, at the intersection of
6th Avenue and 42nd Street. (Figure 15)

The good times that had begun in 1850
reached new heights in 1853 and prosperity
was widespread. New York hotels and lodg-
ing houses were crowded with visitors from
the “four corners of the earth.” A typical
reflection of how Boyd’s City Express Post
at that time functioned peaceably and almost
companionably along side of the Federal Gov-
ernment’s postal system was this announce-
ment on a souvenir map issued by the
World’s Fair officials (32)

“There are in the building three U. S.
mail boxes, a Boyd’s City Express Box,
three telegraph offices and two refreshment
rooms.”

Thus was John Boyd’s service included
with the best in communication and hospi-
tality - which New York could offer its
thousands of visitors.

(To Be Continued.)
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BOOK REVIEW

(Continued from Page 118.)

The Postal Laws of The Republic of
Colombia 1821-1859. Compiled and Bound
by F. G. Larsen. W. Cucuta, Colombia.
(Spanish. Introduction in English.)

This recent library acquisition should not
be placed upon the Club’s shelves without
notice. As the author wrote in his brief
introduction, “the present volume comprises
all laws and decrees from 1821 to 1859, as
far as I have been able to find them.”

This is not a printed handbook. Mr. Lar-
sen, upon the completion of his research, had
five typewritten copies made, one of which
he generously donated to THE COLLECTORS
CrLuB in a bound cloth cover volume. Its
value to the interested philatelist can best be

expressed by quoting again from the author’s
Introduction:

“Included in the compilation are laws and
decrees about: territorial grouping and re-
grouping and about weights and measure-
ments: which have been included in order to
facilitate the understanding of certain postal
laws and regulations.

I hope that these . . . shall be of some in-
terest to students of Colombian postal his-
tory.”

The students of Colombia’s stamps are
fortunate to have such invaluable reference
material made conveniently available to
them and it would be of inestimable worth
to have similar undertakings on the early
postal laws and regulations of other coun-
tries. Mr. Larsen hopes to continue this
Colombia work in a second part, carrying on
from 1861 up to the present time. We hope
he shall succeed. H. .M. G.
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The Meeting of January 4, 1950.

The speaker of the evening was Mr. Harry
L. Lindquist, who showed some early Guate-
mala from his extensive collection. This
showing included all of the outstanding er-
rors and varieties. Included among these
were the only reported pair of the 4 Reales,
violet (No. 5), as well as a copy of this
stamp on cover. The 1882 “Quetzal” issue
was shown with all varieties, which included
blocks of the 2¢ (No. 22) and the 20c (No.
25) with the inverted center. The 5¢ (No.
23) with the inverted center was also shown
in singles. Included in his collection, Mr.
Lindquist pointed out, are numerous covers
of the early issues, which are quite scarce,
and many proofs. Mr. Lindquist showed a
good philatelic knowledge and his presenta-
tion of the material was good considering
that it was shown from the stand rather
than being placed in the wall frames.

The Meeting of January 18, 1950.

This meeting was devoted to the showing
of a portion of the outstanding collection of
United States Local stamps formed by Mr.
Alfred H. Caspary. As Mr. Caspary was
unable to be present in person, he left the
material to be exhibited in the care of Mr.
George B. Sloane, who arranged for its
mounting in the wall frames. The collection
was ably described by Mr. Elliott Perry,
who is an acknowledged authority upon this
subject. Mr. Perry has the happy faculty of
keeping his listeners interested at all times.

While the stamps are usually referred to
as “Locals,” a more comprehensive term
would be “Private Posts,” as there is a big
difference in the meaning. Many of the
firms, as Hale, American Letter Mail, Pome-
roy and others conducted independent mail
routes over large sections of the country.
Others, as Wells Fargo and Berford, main-
tained lines across the continent, even into
the territory of foreign countries. ‘“Local”
firms were those who handled mail only with-
in the limits of a city, and several of these
companies actually were government carriers,
officially appointed because the Post Office
Department could or would not provide the
service.
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The Caspary collection abounds in the
great rarities and is confined almost entirely
to covers. The only exceptions to this are
cases where he has been unable to find a
satisfactory cover. Many of the items shown
are the only known specimens to date, and of
much of the other material, there are no
more than a dozen copies known in any con-
dition, on or off cover.

Some of the outstanding stamps and covers
shown were: Baker, Cincinnati; Barnard,
Boston; Berford (two extraordinary covers) ;
Blood’s; Franklin City; Bouton’s Manhattan
Express; Bradway’s; Briggs’; Browne, Eas-
ton, Pa.; California City Letter Express;
City Express, Phila.; Cressman and Co.;
Cummings, (the only other copy of the red
Cummings is in the Collectors Club Refer-
ence Collection); Davis, Baltimore; East
River Post, New York; Frazer; Glen
Haven; Hall and Mills; Hill; Homan;
Hopedale; Jefferson Market; New York
City Express Post; Providence Dispatch;
Staten Island, New York; Third Ave. Post
Office, New York; Wood and Co.; and sev-
eral which are as yet unlisted.

This meeting stands out as one of the
most unusual that we have had at the Club
in many a year, both as to the quality of the
material shown and as to the ability of pres-
entation of the speakers.

The Meeting of February 1, 1950.

The topic of this meeting was Foreign
Essays and Proofs. John J. Britt gathered
his speakers from our loyal members in the
city of Philadelphia. The evening started
with a display by Mr. W. G. Higginbotham
of the proofs (Epreuves de Luxe) of France
and French Colonies. These proofs are die
proofs prepared for presentation purposes.
He was followed by Mr. George Caldwell,
who displayed his studies of the “Standing
Helvetia” and ‘“Helvetia Bust” stamps of
Switzerland.  Mr. Caldwell showed the
stages in the design from the original essays
thru to the die proof of the accepted design.
This was a most interesting subject and very
ably presented.

The third speaker was Mr. Archy §.
Meyers, who showed his studies of the proofs
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and trial printings of the airmail stamps of
Czechoslovakia. It was unfortunate that
Mr. Joseph Mandos was ill and unable to
attend in person, but his material was ably
presented by Dr. Clarence Brazer. This
consisted of a complete history of the devel-
opment of the design and engraving of the die
for Guatemala Nos. 217, 218. The designs
were shown from the artists drawings to the
finished stamps, with each stage in the en-
graving of the die represented by progress
proofs. This study has taken several prizes
at National Exhibitions and is one of the
outstanding examples of the historical study
of design by means of proofs.

Mr. Britt wound up the evening with a
brief showing of his material, which included
some interesting proofs from France, Switz-
erland, Salvador and other countries. An
interesting item in his showing was a com-
plete sheet of semi-official airmails of Switz-
erland. This sheet showed a complete plate
impression of the frame of a bi-colored stamp
upon which some one, presumably the artist,
had drawn in the vignette in four different
colors by hand.

Harrison D. §. Haverbeck.

The following new members were elected
to membership as of the Board of Governors’
meetings held December 28th, 1949 and Janu-
ary 25th, 1950:

December 28th, 1940:

%2824 Arthur C. V. Hostler, Flushing, N. Y.
Collects Air Mails of the World and
Sudan

%2825 Donald H. Jackson, New York, N. Y.
Collects U. S. Mint

%2826 John S. Murdock, New York, N. Y.
Collects U. S., Great Britain & Colo-
nies, Germany

%2827 Earl F. Blinn, Camden, N. ]J.
Collects Hungarian Stamps

#2828 Wilbur F. Cannon, Davenport, Towa
Collects Air Mail

#2829 V. G. Walton, Ontario, Canada
Collects Brit. North America

January 25th, 1950:

#2830 Michael W. Martin, New York,
N. Y. Collects Poland

22831 David S. Stern, Riverdale, N. Y.
Collects Russia, 19th Century

22832 Ralph S. Von Kohorn, New York,
N. Y. Collects Austria 1850-1938

%2833 W. Arthur McKinney, White Plains,
N. Y. Collects U. S. and French

Colonies

%2834 Herbert F. Reuben, Long Island,
N. Y. Collects United States

42835 E. W. Harlan, Chicago, Il
Collects Precancels

%2836 Samuel C. Paige, Taunton, Mass.
Collects U. S. 19th Century

%2837 Raymond V. Seaman, Gilbertsville,
N. Y. Collects U. S., Westervelt
Locals

%2838 Winifred H. Shriner, Baltimore, Md.
Collects Portugal, Egypt and U. S.

%2839 Karl Heinz Hennig, Ciudad Trujillo,
Dominican Rep. Collects German
Col., Zeppelin—Air Mail Covers

22840 Federico G. Larsen, Cucuta, Colom-
bia, S. A. Collects Colombia, Venezula

%2841 Miguel A. Odreman, Caracas, Vene-
zuela. Collects Air Mails, British
Col., America

%2842 Derek Palmer, Santiago, Chile. Col-
lects Poland, Chile, Postal History

%2843 Romeo J. Routhier, Guatemala, C. A.
Collects Guatemala.

%2844 Alex Varga, Paris, France

* * * *

The Library Committee reports the acqui-
sition of the following:—

“British Postage Stamp Varieties Illustrated”
by R. C. Alcock

“Stamps” Magazine—Bound Volumes %63,
66, 67 and 68, by H. L. Lindquist

“Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue,” 1950
Combined Edition, by Scott Publications

“Stanley Gibbons Simplified Stamp Catalogue,
1950,” 15th Edition, by Stanley Gibbons,
Ltd.

“The Great Mail,” Postal History of New
Orleans, by L. V. Haber and C. A.
Wagner

(Continued on Page 123.)
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FERNANDO PO

1884 Provisional |ssue

By EDWIN MUELLER

In 1884 the Spanish colony of Fernando
Po issued its first provisionals. The 2¢ stamp
current at that time received a surcharge
HABILITADO PARA CORREOS 5o
CENT-PTA, arranged in circular form.
There are two types of this surcharge, which
can be distinguished by the different shape of
the “s” and the size of the initial “H,”
which is the same size as the other letters on
Type I but is considerably smaller on Type
II. The Galvez Spain Catalog gives the date
of issue as July 1884 but the Kohl Handbook

says, “‘not later than May, possibly earlier.”

The two catalogs mentioned above, as well
as Stanley-Gibbons, list, as another provi-
sional, the same surcharge also applied to
pieces of paper or printed directly on envel-
opes, claiming that it became necessary due
to complete lack of any stamps. These hand-
stamps on pieces of paper or on envelopes of
various kind and color exist in black and
blue. They are listed and priced by Galvez
as No. 19 and 19a, Kohl No. Ia and Ib, and

(Continued on Page 123.)
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BOOK REVIEWS

Postage Stamps in the Making (F. ]J.
Melville) Rewritten and Completed by John
Easton. Published by Faber & Faber Ltd.,
London. 246 pages.

As stated in the foreword, “This book is
sponsored by the Philatelic Congress of Great
Britain, as a Memorial to Fred J. Melville,
who was the author of the original work pub-
lished in 1916—. The Philatelic Congress of
Great Britain was fortunate in securing the
cooperation of Mr. John Easton, of the firm
of Messrs. Robert Maclehose & Co. Ltd.,
of Glasgow, a master printer well qualified
to undertake the rewriting of the book, and
himself a philatelist of high standing.—"

This is a work which commands our high
respect and recommendation. It clearly ex-
plains to the philatelist the intricacies of the
graphic arts with which the stamp collector
is obliged to continually contend but about
which he has all too little comprehension. A
collector has to differentiate between printing
processes, such as line engraving, lithography,
photogravure, etc. as frequently the price of
the stamps he will buy is dependent upon
which printing method was used. Paper and
perforation variations, always confusing to
most of us, have seldom been properly clari-
fied. If a design was printed upon different
types of paper, the scarce (and, of course, the
more expensive) kind generally cannot be dis-
tinguished by us and we have to rely upon
another’s opinion that the paper is as war-
ranted.

In a clear, coherent style, along with ex-
ceptionally well planned illustrations, this
work could be “a Rosetta Stone” for many
a philatelist. Being a British publication, it
follows that the spotlight is focused to a great
extent upon British emissions, yet the print-
ings and papers of United States stamps are
amply discussed and explained.

This book is serious philately but so well
written that it is educational and easily un-
derstood in contrast to the usual dry, techni-
cal and heavy style of most philatelic writings.

H.M.G.

Guide Lines to the Penny Black. By P. C.
Litchfield. Robson Lowe Ltd., London, 1949.
224 pages. With numerous illustrations.

After the publication of the printing of the
first English stamps by Dr. Herbert Munk in
the Kohl Handbook, and the English revised
edition by J. B. Seymour, F.R.P.S.L., one
would think this subject would be exhausted.
However, the present author has done a fine
job in fully explaining the intricacies of the
First Stamp of the World, the minute de-
tails of the eleven plates used and the in-
numerable flaws, re-entries, re-cuts, re-touch-
es, double letters, etc., to such an extent and
in such manner that even the beginner can
find his way through the jungle of varieties.
The use of letters employed is fully described,
the time of use for each plate given, and
every such detail is also explained by en-
larged photos. At the end, we find a sys-
tematised description from AA to TL with
the features of every plate to enable the col-
lector in this way to locate a stamp.

In spite of the denial of the author to have
offered in this work results of new research,
we have to admire his skill and the way in
which he succeeded in creating such a useful

work.
Paul P. Lindenberg

Stamp Collectors’” Annual 1950. Edited by
Tom Morgan. A Harris Production. Har-
ris Publications Ltd., London. 120 pages.

This well-known large philatelic publica-
tion house in London has given here to the

_stamp collector a very commendable work

*containing some interesting and partly well-
illustrated articles on many important sub-

M'jects such as Samoa, U. P. U., philatelic lit-

! erature, an extensive Who'’s Who, a philatelic
calendar, addresses of stamp societies of the
British Empire, study circles and even humor-
ous explanations of philatelic terms. It is a
ipity that a book of this type has never been

’iattempted in this country. It could prove
very popular in America.

Paul P. Lindenberg.

(Continued on Pages 114 and 121.)
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TRANSVAAL

The “Five Pound Green.”

By STEPHEN G. RICH

The Transvaal, then known as South Afri-
can Republic, brought out its first stamp for
postage with a face value above 10 shillings,
in 1892. In the type then current for the
whole range of values, the “Arms in Circle”
type of 1885, this stamp offers nothing un-
usual in design. It was issued primarily for
postage on packets of gold bars from the
mines at Johannesburg. Another use was on
telegraph forms, apparently when press cable-
grams to Europe were paid for in the then
usual manner. The designer was Mr. Jan
Vurtheim; the printer, J. Enschede & Sons,

of Haarlem, The Netherlands.

The “Five Pound Green” is letter press
printed in a color that hardly varies at all,
and always comes perforated 12. The paper
is a somewhat variously yellowish, medium
soft wove, with the wove character fairly
visible by transmitted light in most copies.

This stamp alone of the 1885 series, con-
tinued in use after the octagonal design of
1894 supplanted the lower values. In fact, it
alone of the stamps prior to the octagonals in
the colors of 1896, was converted by sur-
charging with V. R. 1. after the fall of the
Republic during the Boer War.

This stamp is ascribed to 1889 by Scott,
but on what evidence we have no information.
Catalogs the world over, either warn col-
lectors against ‘“‘excellent counterfeits” or
state that “Most specimens on the market
now are either reprints or counterfeits.” The
main purpose of any article on this stamp
therefore has to be a summation of the points
for detection of a good or a bad copy.

On the description of the identification
points of the genuine and forgeries, as well
as on almost all other matters, this article
has drawn heavily on the one handbook
worthy of serious attention: “Transvaal
Postage Stamps,” by Curle & Basden. Lon-
don, 1940. This has been supplemented by

actual first-hand inspection of ‘various copies
sporadically over a period of many years.

The £5 has two known constant plate va-
rieties, which have been chronicled and locat-
ed on the plate by Stiehl and by Lichtenstein
of Bloemfontein, South Africa (South Afri-
can Philatelist, Jan. and Feb. 1944, pp. 12,
24). In one, a large white dot between
“A” and “F” in “AFR.” occurs, stamp No.
1 of row 5. In the other, “A” of “AFR.”
lacks the cross bar, stamp No. 2 of row 2.

Current catalog practice is not to price the
£5 green either used or unused. Prior to
the late war, it found pricing used in some
catalogs, at around $3.50. Thus the im-
pression has gotten into collectors minds that
it is a great rarity. Actually, it is common,
both used and unused. Curle & Basden, p.
133, say in this connection:

“The £5 of this issue continued in service
until 1900, and when used is comparatively
common. The unused is common because
of the remainders that came on the market
in 1911. “The £5 was in ordinary use for
the postage of gold bars; many were also
irregularly removed from telegraph forms
when they should have been destroyed, and
others taken from receipts for telephone
rentals.  Discretion should be wused in
judging between the various postmarks.”

The Five Pound Green, unused, was plenti-
ful in South Africa between 1916 and 1920,
and then brought around 10 shillings ($2.45
then). The present writer bought it thus,
and was assured by other collectors that the
plentiful copies were from lootings of the
Boer War period.

Whether any reprints were made, cannot
here be stated with assurance. If such ex-
ist, they may be expected to show up on
unduly whitish paper, and probably perforated
normally. From various remarks here and
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Pounxp GREEN"

there in Curle & Basden’s book, it is safe
to infer that if any were made, most of them
probably were surcharged with the well
known and easily identified counterfeit V.R.I.
Overprint (See note after Transvaal No. 213
in the Scott catalog 1949 edition).

The forgeries are five in all.

1. A “crude lithograph.” This is not plenti-
ful but may be found lurking in old time
juvenile and adolescent collections. The
characteristic lithographic lines, with their
irregular string-of-beads effect, will give this
counterfeit away to anyone who might not
spot it by its lack of the characteristic smooth-
ly typographed press work of Eschede & Son.

2. Fournier’s. This is a good counterfeit,
with even the paper closely imitated. Such
few copies as the present writer has seen of
it, seem to be afflicted with small white spots
here and there in the solids. The unfailing
test for the Fournier is the presence of 14
colored lines joining the label with “Maakt”
in it to the solid below that label. These are
missing in the genuine. But if this is ob-
scured, the irregular shading of the back-
ground of the arms, contrasting with the
smooth and even shading of the genuine, can
serve. Fournier also made the letters “DR”
of “Eendrach” and “MA” of “MAGT” join
each other, as contrasted to the separate let-
ters in the genuine.

Fournier imitated the cancellations very
well, so that an apparently good town or
numeral cancellation cannot be taken as any
guarantee that the stamp is not a Fournier.

3. Forgery of unknown origin, apparently
known unused only. This can be recognized
instantly by 10 lines of shading under the
wagon, as contrasted with only 9 in the
genuine.

4. Forgery of unknown origin, apparently
known unused only. This can be recognized
instantly by 11 lines of shading under the
wagon, as contrasted with only 9 in the
genuine.

5. Forgery done apparently in the 1920’s.
This lacks +the stigmata for the first four.
The paper and color under daylight match
the original very closely. Mr. W. S. Boggs
informs me that under the violet-ray lamp
the color differs materially from that of the
genuine. Mirza Hadji’'s name is sometimes
handstamped in small letters on the back,

in red. This forgery has the first “E” of
“Eendracht” broken. This I have not seen
on any known genuine copy. The ends of
the numeral “s” in upper right corner of the
stamp are rounded in this forgery, in contrast
to the square-cut ends on all known genuine
ones seen by me. The false Barberton post-
mark, mentioned later in this article, is
struck on the copy whence this information
has been derived, with a November 1896
date.

The present writer has not yet seen any of
the forgeries with the counterfeit V.R.I. sur-
charge on them. The bad V.R.Ls are ap-
parently all on genuine stamps, presumably
remainders. But, as mentioned earlier, there
is the possibility that there were reprints,
which may have had this false surcharge
applied. '

The recognition marks for the genuine are
the following:

1. All letters in the motto separate, and
none broken.

2. 9 lines of shading, diagonals, under the
wagon.

3. Shading of the coat of arms background
substantially uniform in thickness and spacing
of lines, with lines rarely broken and the
lines separating the four quarters straight.

4. No vertical lines between portion of
ribbon' carrying “Maakt” of motto, and the
solid beneath this. But there are sometimes
slight irregular spots of ink just below this
ribbon in the genuine—never as many as 14,
and not connecting to the lower solid.

5. The ends of the numerals of value are
definitely not rounded. The upper right num-
eral is the one on which to see this character
most usefully.

Counterfeit postmarks exist. “They have
been presumed to occur on genuine stamps,
but the present writer suspects that most of
them are really on the more deceptive for-
geries. The known counterfeit postmarks
are:

A. Double circle, reading JOHANNES-
BORG Z.A.R. in black, stars at sides. The
spelling “BORG” identifies it forthwith.
Dates are in February 1896. May not occur
on this stamp.

B. Double circle, reading JOHANNES-
BURG Z.A.R. in black, stars at sides. Dates
are in May 1886. Date earlier than issue
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of stamp marks it as bad forthwith, if it
exists on the £5. Probably is found on one
of the forgeries only: any copy with it should
be under suspicion and tested by the stigmata
for the forgeries. This is a very good imita-
tion of a genuine “Joburg” postmark.

C. Double circley, KRUGERSDORP. in
black, stars at sides. Dates in 1902 (April
mostly). This may be expected to be found
on the V.R.I. surcharged stamp. "If on an
unsurcharged stamp, it is obviously false,
since no use of the stamp later than April o,
1901, when the Transvaal republic govern-
ment’s last remnants of any stamps were
taken on the fall of Pietersburg, could take
place. As far as we know, postal service in
the unconquered parts of the Transvaal
ceased at that date.

D. Double circle, OTTOSHOOP Z.A.R,
in black, stars at sides. Date, 1 November
1895. Probably not found on the £35, since
this small office would have been unlikely to
use this stamp. But forgers have been known
to make just such errors!

E. Double circle, PIETERSBURG Z.A.R.,
in black, stars at sides. Dates in Sept. 1895;
also known with 1886 dates. A very good
imitation of the genuine Pietersburg post-
mark. May not occur on the £53.

F. Double circle, POTCHEFSTROOM
Z.A.R., in black, stars at sides. Dates in
May 1885, May 1900. The early date will
give it away instantly if it occurs on the £3
stamp.

G. Single circle, BARBERTON Z.A.R.,
in black. Dates November 15 and 16, 1885,
1887, 1895 and 1896. Letter A above date;
period after NO (abbreviation for Novem-
ber); 6 with extra long upper end. This
false cancel is known on presumed genuine £5
stamps; but its presence on the deceptive

Type 5 forgery, makes us question such items
as to genuineness.

There does not appear to be any sure way
in which copies bought at face when current
can be distinguished from the looted copies
or even the remainders. In some few cases,
known remainders seem to look fresher and
to show yellowing of paper with age than
known looted copies or copies known to have
been bought at the period of use. But the
difference is so slight as to be utterly unre-
liable. The remainders are unused copies, as
are the looted ones, except where false post-
marks have been applied.

A curious circumstance is that the Mirza
Hadji identification handstamp is found, not
only on forgeries, but on undoubtedly genuine
copies. I understand that Mr.. Hadji has
stated that he bought a large lot of the re-
mainders when they were sold.

In view of the known fact that remainders
in quantity exist in certain hands in this
country, and that looted copies show up fairly
often in philatelic sales circuits, the judgment
is here given that the Five Pound Green
probably changes hands at around a dollar a
copy unused, and simply is not bought when
held at higher actual prices. The demand
for it is small, and undoubtedly another hun-
dred or two copies coming into the market
could depress it to 50 cents. Copies with
genuine cancellations are less plentiful and in
still less demand, and accordingly seem to
bring about the same price with informed
buyers.

To sum up: The Five Pound Green of the
Transvaal, both the 1892 stamp and the 1900
surcharged one, cannot be considered an item
of great price, nor yet one of which most
copies are bad. Thanks to recent work, we
can readily recognize anything save the looted
copies and the remainders.

BOOK REVIEWS
(Continued from Page 118.)
Official Handbook of Post Office Registra-

tion Labels of the States and Commonwealth
of Australia. Edited by the Philatelic Sta-
tionery Society of Australia, Moonee Ponds,
Victoria, Australia. Price 1/-. 9 pages,
14 illustrations.

This booklet on an apparently out-of-the-
way subject offers the labor of many years of
close study and cooperation resulting in the
establishment of a definite history and system
used for these labels. Its worth lies in the
realization that it is a model for similar
studies upon such type of philatelic material
in other countries.

Paul P. Lindenberyg.
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SECRETARY’S PAGE

(Continued from Page 116.)
“Danmark Fire R. B. S. 1851-4 Pladning,”

(Plating Danish Stamps), by J. Schmidt-
Anderson

“Postage Stamps from Germany,” by H. A.
Fraenkel

“The Coronation Stamp 1937,” by L. Birch

“Die Briefmarken fur Liechtenstein 1937-8,”
by M. Schiestl (Purchased)

SCHEDULED MEETINGS FOR MARCH, APRIL AND MAY, 1950

minutes.

March 15 — lIreland under the direction of Messrs. H. G. Zervas and Malcolm O’Reilly.

April 5 — Materials to be shown at the 1950 London International Stamp Exhibition by
Mrs. John Dale.
19 — Mr. Alvin W. Hall—Anecdotes of a quarter century as Director of the U. S.
Bureau of Prirting and Engraving—Conducted by Mr. George B. Sloane.
May 3 — Switzerland by members of the Helvetia Society under the direction of Mrs.
Edith Fisher.
17 — U. S. Postage Stamps, 19th and 20th Century. We hope every member will

bring along some material to show.

Each exhibitor allowed five

FERNANDO PO
(Continued from Page 117.)

Stanley-Gibbons No. 11d and 11e. In regard
to the date of use, the catalogs differ. Kohl
gives “1893" as year of issue and states that
later use may have been made not through
necessity but to create collectors’ items.
Stanley-Gibbons gives-the year dates “1893-
98.” The Galvez specialized Spain Catalog,
which previously agreed with Kohl and gave
“1893” as year of issue, has in its last edition
advanced this date to “1890.” The Kohl
Handbook states that the use of several
handstamps on one cover, to take care of
higher rates, has been reported by the phila-
telic press in 1894.

The envelope from Fernando Po to Mad-
rid, pictured here shows eleven handstamps
(Type II) in blue. Except for the rather
large size of the envelope, which may have
held a heavier content, and for a blue pencil
figure, which may be a registration number,

there is no indication why the high postage of
515 pesetas was necessary. We may suspect
a philatelic franking, inasmuch as there are
no arriving or transit postmarks. But the
interesting fact is that the cancellations show
clearly the date of Oct. 16, 1884, six years
earlier than the date given by Galvez and
only a few months later than the date, on
which the handstamp was first used to sur-
charge stamps. It is not known that the
Fernando Po postmark had been used pre-
dated and therefore we can suppose that the
first use of the handstamp directly on covers
did not happen in 1893 or in 1890, but as
early as 1884. We know no other examples
of such an early date (other copies we have
seen are dated 1893 and later, as late, in
fact, as August 15, 1898), but we suspect that
they exist. If they could be located, they
would prove that the use of the s0c hand-
stamp directly on covers started shortly
after it was used to surcharge 2c¢ stamps in
1884, if not simultaneously.
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and
only

one

AIR POST CATALOGUE

is complete . . . authentic . . .
the ONLY U. S.-produced

AIR POST CATALOGUE

and that is

SANABRIA’S 1950
Due In Manch

Order from Your dealer or direct from

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., INC.
521 Fifth Ave,, N. Y. C. 17

he NMew ~ PARAMOUNT  Clear - Vu
MINT SHEET ALBUM

with
DE LUXE KUDAPAK
EDITION CELLULOSE
ACETATE
CRYSTAL CLEAR! “Lay FHlat”
BEAUTIFUL!
- POCKETS

LIFETIME PROTECTION for your valuable mint sheets
Strong BLACK GRAINED LEATHERETTE BINDER with

Screw post, loose-leaf construction, lettered in gold. Contains 40 crystal clear Kodapak pages, 103,” x
1114"” double pocketed so that 80 sheets may be inserted and individually displayed. Each page has a rich
black insert to bring out the full beauty of your stamps. Lay flat construction. Will not bulge when
completely filled. Also available in Green Fabricoid to match the Scott Specialty Albums at the same price.

SLIP CASE to match . . $2.20 Postpaid $8-95
UNIT of 10 EXTRA DOUBLE POCKETS to hold 20 additional MINT SHEETS
$1.55 postpaid Postpaid
in U.S.A.
“A Clear-Vu Quality Product”
ORDER FROM YOUR DEALER OR
PARAMOUNT PHILATELIC PRODUCTS
116 Nassau Street New York 7, N. Y.
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buy stamps for their collections.

meméers’ Wants

Space is available for Non-Dealer Members to Advertise to

One-Eighth Page at $3.00 per issue

W rite to Advertising Manager

The Collectors Club Philatelist

22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N. Y.

sions, during the week of April 10, 1950.

5 wqibarl wamidits
o Superv condaition.

The demand for the free illustrated catalogue will
DELAY MAY MEAN DISAPPOINTMENT!

" 495 LEXINGTON AVENUE

and more than 2,000 lots of Europe and South America.

be

There are rare stamps, errors, proofs, inverts,

miniature sheets, covers and Roosevelt items both mint and on cover.

great

ENTIRE STOCK TO BE SOLD AT AUCTION

Over 4,000 Lots — 19th & 20th Century U. S., British Cols., Europe, South America, etc.

DO NOT MISS THIS GREAT OPPORTUNITY ! We have decided to give up our retail store and
move into offices so that we can devote more time to our mail order business and specialization. Therefore,

this huge stock will be offered at UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUCTION, in afternoon and evening ses-

There are about 300 lots of 19th & 20th Century United States, over 1,000 lots of British Colonies

Illustrated are just a few of the Many Outstanding Items in this Great Sale

so SEND

UNITED STAMP COMPANY. Ine.

99% of this materials in wery fine

TODAY FOR YOUR COPY.

NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
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Scott Album Pages for U. S.

% 20TH CENTURY BLOCKS OF 4 ......cccoooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e $5.00
% U. S. ADMINISTRATION

(Canal Zone, Cuba, Guam, Philippines, Porto RicO) .......ccccccieieriiiiiieiiiiinneennnnn. 2.50
% Assorted Revenues

(Customs Fee, Consular Service Fee, Cordials, Wines, Playing Cards, Silver

Purchase, Cigarette Tubes, Tax Paid Potato, Tobacco Sales Tax, Motor Vehicle

Use, Fitearms Transfer TaX) oo sstuvessommes sradnns seisveee e ibkesmmssssvaiasmamssssmivtos 1.50

1950 Supplements for U. S. Albums

% National. No. 17, for 1949 issues (hinge-post) ... ...cccccciiees cerrveiniiiieeeieeeeereeieneens A
% U. S. Commemoratives. No. 13, for 1949 issues (h-DJ ......coooiiiiiiieiiiiiieeiiiiiee e .50
% U. S. Administration. No. 11, for 1948-4G issues (h-p) ................ 25
% 20th Century Blocks of 4. No. 10, for 1948-49 issues (h-p) 50
% Assorted Revenues. No. 5, for 1948-49 issues (h-p) ........c.c.. e
% American: No. 10, for 1949 ISSUES . usinsisosmunaans ormisusrsosmisssosssmesmosivasoines .50

Please Order from Your Dealer

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS Inc., 1 W. 47th St., N. Y. 19,

For Our. ...
NEXT AUCTION

We invite your participation in our next sale.

Dealers’ stocks, collections, lots accumulations, rarities and idle surplus
material can be turned into cash by means of our most thorough auctior
activity.

Your material is brought to the attention of an active and buy-minded
clientele built up over a period of over 25 years of business embracing dealer
customers throughout the world.

A liberal advance plus specialized experience and well organized service
means that the strength and integrity of the entire Serebrakian organization
is at your disposal.

If You Are Not On Our Mailing List, Please Ask For Free Copy.

S. SEREBRAKIAN

Hotel Astor New York
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DPersonalized
Auction Service

x X %
PREPARATION
X x x
If you contemplate selling your stamp collection during the coming season — Proper
Preparation Is A Necessity — This includes Correct Lotting Advertising — Selection of

Dates for the Sale — All such details are performed by Our . . .

@ersona/izec/ ﬂuclion Service

¥ ¥ ¥

Correspondence Invited — Details cheerfully given — Write us now. Time is
essential so that most advantageous dates may be arranged.

EDSON J. FIFIELD

500 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 13. N. Y.

U.S. STAMPED ENVELOPES

Not long ago, we acquired a collection including many of the great rarities in
this field. The demand was so great that we received a dozen requests for the same
items, and in offering this collection, we became acquainted with many of the
prominent and active collectors in this field. If you are one who has not contacted
us, here is another opportunity.

OUR LATEST ACQUISITION

We have just purchased another almost complete collection of cut squares with
good and sufficient margins. We name below some of the important items contained
in this collection which we will shortly start to break up. It will be to your ad-
vantage to check this list for your needs and prices will be furnished. Just as soon
as possible a listing with prices will appear in these columns. If there are others
that you need which are not mentioned, add them to your list.

Scott Neos. = All Unused Unless Otherwise Mentioned

Ul to 3 Incl., #U5 used, U6, U8, Ull, U13 to 18 Incl, U23, U24, U28 to 33 Incl., U7,
U42 to 44 Incl., U48, U49, U51 to 73 Incl, U89, U0, U108, U110, U125, W127,
U133, N135, U156 used, W158, U169, U170 used, U171 used, U172 to 217 incl.,
U224, U226, U241, U243 to 247 Incl.,, U248 used, U249, U270, U271, U273, U274,
U276, U285 to 292 Imncl.,, U299, U308 used, U309 used, U318 to 323 Incl., U373,
U437B, U437C, U439B, U462 to 465 Incl.,, U474 to 480 Incl, U486 to end. Of-
ficials—UO13, UO18 to 72 Incl.

ECONOMIST STAMP (C0.. INC.

87 NASSAU STREET AEN NEW YORK 7, N. Y.
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INCLUDES:

Canada
Newfoundland

JOHN A. FOX

LI. 5. PRICE LIST

OUR 68 PAGE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST
Free On Request

Confederate Issues
U. S. Possessions

Separate Listing of U. S. Plate
Number Blocks

Your Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers
Will Be Appreciated.

116 NAsSsAU STREEeT, N. Y. C., 7, NEW YORK

AN

SISSONS 1950
B.N.A. CATALOGUE

A Complete lllustrated 52-page List
CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND
AND THE PROVINCES
POSTAGE—REVENUES
STATIONERY—OFFICIALS
MINT AND USED BLOCKS,
PLATE BLOCKS, ETC.

PRICE 25c¢
(Refundable on $2.00 order)

&
J. N. SISSONS

59 Wellington St. W., Toronto 1, Canada

\, A

Our Monthly Auctions

have the reputation of presenting valuable
and interesting material of all countries in
a way which enables every collector to get
an accurate picture of the stamps on which
he is bidding. Ask for the free richly illus-
trated auction catalogs and you will see for
vourself how carefully we describe the ma-
terial we offer. Collectors who intend to
sell their collection are invited to communi-
cate with us for terms and favorable auction
dates.

OUR MERCURY STAMP JOURNAL

edited by Edwin Mueller, contains articles
and nctes in all fields of philately and pre-
sents a wealth of information from which
every collector can profit. Sample copy
free.

Write or phone
MERCURY STAMP Co.
522 Fifth Avenue, New York 18, N. Y.

Phones: MU2-7106 and 2-6976
Cable address: “MERCSTAMP NEWYORK”

\ J
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SPECIALISTS....

In Postal History, Cancellations, Sea Lines, Foreign Offices,
Used Abroad, Mixed Frankings, Stamps on Covers and Superb
Classics.

Send us your address with your specialties, we will help you
and do our utmost to discover what you are looking for . . . .

You will also receive FREE our

CATALOGUES
PRICED and ILLUSTRATED

10 RUE D’ALGER

M. JAMET PARIS (ler) FRANCE

Silver Medals At Base'—Paris—Brussels

This CRYSTAL - MOUNT

A beautiful, safe, inexpensive
is the NINTEENTH YEAR protecting mount for stamps,

I HAVE BEEN BUYING blocks and covers. Used by
FINE U. S. STAMPS thousands of collectors. Made

. _ . of sparkling crystal-clear cel-
No complaints—no dissatisfac- lulose acetate, approved for

tion. If you want to sell your safety by U. S. Bureau of
U. S. Collection or better grade Seandards.  THalerder “As-
single items, send for my in-
spection and offer. Lot held
intact until you accept. Im-
mediate payment. Reference!
—anyone in the business.

sorted Package, 60c” from
your favorite dealer, or
send to us for free samples.

CUTS and FOLDS
TO FIT ALL SIZES

SINCE 1930
THOMAS F. WHITBREAD | W E. HARRIS & CO.
B Sansek Ave.. . Anhert Mass 61 Transit Bldg., Boston 17, Mass.
. & ) N J
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Being Offered In The
Current Season

Illustrated Catalogues on Request
“A Must For Serious Philatelists”
Also
Stamps of the World
at retail

W antlists Filled

VAHAN MOZIAN. INC.
505 FIFTH AVENUE
Lﬂ NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

" ST Y \
STAMPS AT PUBLIC AUCTION| | @urp Specialties:
THE ESTATE OF
H. A. ROBINETTE ISRAEL
and other properties A. M. G.
UNITED STATES
POSSESSIONS VATICAN CITY
and the POLAND
WORLD

FRANCE and COLONIES
(De Luxe Sheets and
Die Proofs)

A splendid stock of covers
of the world.

We would appreciate your
want list.

Penny Black Stamp Co.

.

116 Nassau Street, N. Y.C., 7

J

THE |
AMERICAN
PHILATELIC
LINE

Loose Leaf
Blank Albums

and

Stock Books

AVAILABLE AT YOUR
FAVORITE DEALER

Catalogue on Request

A. P. L. Products Inec.

135 GREENE STREET

L NEW YORK 12, N. Y.
J

\

MONTHLY 3 DAYS

AUCTION SALES

2000 LOTS

*
* UNITED STATES
* BRITISH COLONIES
* EUROPE a. o.
also PROOFS and ESSAYS
PHILATELIC LITERATURE

Catalogue Free on Request

*
BILLIG & RICH. Inc.

Suite 630-1, 55 West 42nd Street,

NEW YORK 18, N. Y.
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We Are Interested

In Purchasing

FOR CASH
COLLECTIONS,
ACCUMULATIONS
AND SINGLE STAMPS

United States and Foreign

MARTIN STAMP CO.

L NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

r

FOR YOUR
SPECIAL NEEDS

OMETIME every collector wants
S some special service. He wants to

sell his collection for the best pos-
sible price; he wants to buy a great
rarity or an unusual group of stamps,
not to be found in dealers’ regular
stocks; he wants reliable information
about his philatelic affairs. Just such
service is the sole function of J. C.
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company
has nothing to sell; it acts, on commis-
sion, for collectors who wish to add to
their collections or dispose of them in
whole or in part. Collections for dis-
posal are examined without cost (except
postage) to the owner and commissions
are charged only on completed trans-
actions. If you want to buy or sell . . .

Always Ask Morgenthau

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC.

(Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Ine.)

1 West 47th St., New York, N. Y.

Auction Facilities!!

We have an outstanding organi-
zation for the sale at Public Auc-
tion of any philatelic property,
such as stamps, covers, books,
autographs, etc. Qur commission
is nominal, and the results of our
sales demonstrate the high, pre-
vailing prices obtainable in the
present market. |f you have a large
collection, or single items of merit,
we shoul!d be pleased to place our
services and organization at your
disposal.  Correspondence is in-

vited.

v
NI

sylvester colby
AsN| 505 FIFTH AVENUE - NEW YORK 17

\ 7/

CROSS STAMP CO.

551 .FIFTH AVENUE,
NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK

AUCTION SALES
OUR SPECIALTY

Write for the catalogue of our
forth-coming sales.

We solicit consignments of all types
of PHILATELIC MATERIAL.

Results of our sales show that satis-
factory prices are the rule rather
than the exception.

If you have a large collection, or
single items of outstanding merit we
shall be at your service.

CROSS STAMP COMPANY
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GIMBELS

Has the New, Up-to-Date
1949 U.S. Plate Block Album

Gimbels U. S. Plate Block album has spaces for all of the
Presidential series of 1938 and commemoratives from 1938
through 1949 including the new Wright Brothers issue.
Printed on heavy Stamp Collectors Ledger® paper. Fully
illustrated, and punched to fit standard three-ring binder.

ALBUM COMPLETE PAGES ONLY BLANK PAGES
with with
Gold-Stamped (without binder) Decorative border

BINDER 50 for

$4.00 $2.00 $1.00

Beyond delivery area add 15c postage.

*Copyright

For those who already have the Plate Block album the new
supplement for the issues of 1949 is now available at 25 cents.

Please add 10 cents for shipping charges.

GIMBELS

Vorld's Largest Stamp Depariments

33rd and Broadway Sth at Market
NEW YORK 1, N. Y. PHILADELPHIA 5, PA.
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LONDON 1950
THE INTERNATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION

MAY 6th-13th

GROSVENOR HOUSE W. L

Visitors to London in the Spring are invited to call on us at
STAND No. 50

Meanwhile if you have stamps to sell you cannot do bet-
ter than to place your property through our Interna-
tional Organisation.

*

If you are buying, our Auction Catalogues are essential
io you and our Retail Department can offer high grade
quality selections of Great Britain, the British Empire
in Europe and African Colonies prepared country by
country.

*

Send for details of our World.-wide organisation.

International Stamp Dealers, Auctioneers and Licensed Valuers

ROBSON LOWE LTD.

30 PALL MALL. LONDON. S.W.1.
Telephone: Trafalgar 4034 Cables: ‘‘Stamps, London”
In association with
ROBSON LOWE Ine.

1820-27 LEWIS TOWER, 15TH & LOCUST STREETS,

PHILADELPHIA 3, PA,, U. S. A.
Telephone: Ki.5-4324/4325

Also at BOURNEMOUTH, MELBOURNE, & BOMBAY




H R. Harmer, Inc

THE ROOSEVELT AUCTIONEERS
32 EAST 57¢h STREET. NEW YORK 22. N. Y.

ANNOUNCES - THE FOLLOWING IMPORTANT
PROPERTIES HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FOR
UNRESERVED SALE BY AUCTION

® The “Dr. ERNEST G. STILLMAN” World Collection

in nearly 100 volumes, offered by order of the Executors
of the late Dr. Ernest G. Stillman of New York City.
THIS PROPERTY WILL BE OFFERED IN A SERIES OF AUCTIONS

An important selection of the . . .

“ADOLPHE MENJOU” Collection of UNITED STATES
by order of Mr. Adolphe Menjou of Beverly Hills, California
EXCEPTIONAL CONDITION THROUGHOUT

A VALUABLE MINT AIR POST COLLECTION
by order of Mrs. Angiec W. Cox of Pasadena, California
MANY RARITIES INCLUDING
NEWFOUNDLAND “PINEDO,” “HAWKER,” “COLUMBIA,” etc.

® The “RICHARD SPIER” Collection of United States
and British America
by order of the Executors of the late Richard Spier
of Los Angeles, Cal.

A SPECIALIZED COLLECTION OF CHILE
INCLUDING THE PROPERTY OF A VENDOR IN PARIS, FRANCE

AUCTION DATES WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN DUE COURSE

Forward your name to ensure that you receive catalogues of these and other im-
portant collections being offered by . . .

H. R. Harmer. Inc.

International Stamp Auctioneers

Accurate descriptions, generous illustrations, every lot unreserved
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

NEW YORK LONDON SYDNEY






