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POLPEX 73 PATRONS
JOHN S. BOBO

ROMAN J. BURKIEWICZ
BERTRAM W. COLTMAN, JR.
DANIEL DOHM, JR.
RICHARD ESTKA
JOHN GAPINSKI
THOMAS J. GOBBY
ALEX A. JUSKOWICZ
DR. MIET A. KAMIENSKI
CHESTER W. MAKOWSKI
ARTHUR Z. MARQUART
ZBIGNIEW MIKULSKI
CHESTER A. SCHAFER
ALFRED SZEBEL
JOSEPH R. M. USZKOWSKI
FRANK WOLOSEWICK

$50.00 CONTRIBUTORS

Thus fur, sixteen members have responded to our appeal for
$50.00 contributions for POLPEX 73. This money will go towards
the erpenses of the POLPEX. If you can’'t directly contribute your
time or efforts, the $50.00 will do fine instead — and each $50.00
contributor will receive the special Copernicus medallion which
is being struck especially for this show. Mail your contribution to:
Chester J. Mikucki, 4704 N. Overhill Ave,, Norridge, Ill. 60656.
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POLPEX OVERSUBSCRIBED!

Over three-hundred frames of
material have been submitted in
the preliminary entries received
for POLPEX 73. This is the first
time that a Polonus exhibition
was over-subscribed. The Entries
Chairman Thomas J. Gobby has
mailed the final entry form to
exhibitors notifying them how
many -frames they have been al-
lotted as our show is limited to
a 250 frame exhibition.

On March 23-25 Polonus will
present POLPEX 73 at the La
Salle Hotel in downtown Chicago
as its contribution to the Coper-
nicus 500th anniversary celebra-
tions. The souvenir sheets, ca-
chets, and special Polpex medal-
lion will portray Copernicus. A
special topical class of Coperni-
cus exhibits will be in competi-
tion for the awards. A coin and
medal exhibit, highlighting Co-
pernicus, will be presented by
the Polish American Numisma-
tic Association at our show.

Epecial awards to be presented
at POLPEX 73 have been coming
in from different parts of the
world. A beautiful erystal Coper-
nicus trophy was sent us by the
Polish Federation of Philatelists
in Poland. Medals from the Po-
lish philatelic societies in Great
Britain and Australia have bzen
received as well as space medals
from H. Sieger of Germany have
arrived.

POLPEX 1973 is no small un-
dertaking. It has been launched
with the most ambitious and op-
timistic hope. Never before has
Polonus put together such a
show of projected scope. Execu-
tive Chairman, Alfred Szebel is
swamped with the final prepa-
rations to make POLPEX 173 a
truly memorable and significant
event.

The February 12th edition of
Linn’s Stamp News has been de-
signated as a special Polonus is-
sue. Special Stamps and Westert
Stamp Coliector editions for Po-
lonus will ¢ome later.

COPERNICANA

A slogan cancellation is being
used by the Boston, Mass. post
office No. 02109 from February
19th through August 19th. It
reads: Mikolaj Kopernik 500th
Anniversary 1473-1973.

* & &

A two-color reproduction of T.
Pawlak’s proposed design for a
U.S. Copernicus stamp appeared
in the October 22nd issue of the
Polish periodical Stolica pub-
lished in Warsaw.

L

A Copernicus meter slogan will
be in use from February 19th at
the Franciscan Center, Pulaski.
Wis, 54162, Send self-addressed
covers without stamps affixed
plus 25¢ for each.

* &k &

A special mail posting box will
be provided at Sir Dallas Brooks
Hzll in E~st Melbourne, Austra-
lia from Feb. 17 thru 21 for the
convenience of persons attend-
ing the 500th Anniversary cele-
brations marking the birth of
Copernicus. All mail posted in
the box will receive a special
pictorial postmark. POLPHTL 73
sponsored by the Polish Phila-
telic Society of Australia, will be
part of the celebrations,

Collectors may obtain impres-
sions of the postmark on covers
by forwarding 16c to: “Officer
in Charge, Philatelic Mail Or-
ders, Box 2000 G.P.O., Melbourne,
Vie., 3001, Australia” to reach
him by Feb. 2l1st.

On the next four pages we continue
with another installment of V. Maxa's
article on the Pisudski-Moscicki lssues

307-2

Polonus Bulletin, January 1973



trace the thieves. But the rogues
probably learned about this sec-
ret move and did not sell at all.

In April, 1936, the postal au-
thorities lost their patience, de-
monetised officially the Moscic-
ki stamp having used it since
November, 1934, as material for
DOPLATA overprints (postage
due).

Unfortunately no Polish col-
lector ever tried to investigate
this affair; it is probable that
the postal or police documents
dealing with it are lost but
there may be still a few people
living who could remember
some details because of their of-
ficial position at that time.

Now let us follow the same
sequence as with the Pilsudski
stamp.

a. Project, Engraving and

Proefs: "

The designer and engraver
were the same and a proof on
hand-made paper was produced
for the thrée presentation al-
bums. Proof prints from th=
master-die with the name of the
author included were executed
in green-black color on yellow-
ish paper.

b. Printing Plates:

The same method was used
for the manufacture of the
plates as for the Pilsudski
stamp. Badly aligned stamps do
exist but they are less frequent
due to the scarcity of 1 zloty
pairs or larger units. In my col-
lection I have five such items.

At the P.Z.G. five plates were
produced:

1. indexes only: 1, 2, 3, 4
2.11, 21, 31, 41

3. 1II, 211, 311, 411

4 1III 21I1, 3111, 4111
5. 11IV, 2IV, 31V, 41V

The plate with indexes oniy
has the Arabic numerals 1 to 4

placed under the 95th and 96th
stamp. The rest of the plate
numbers is under the 91st
stamp.

At the PWPW. two more
plates were made:

6. 1A, 2A, 3A,4A
7.1B, 2B, 3B, 4B

Plate A was used for 1 zloty
Black and plate B for 1 ziloty
Blue (Moscicki 10th Anniversary
Stamp).

Instead of crosses the Moécic-
ki stamp has small black dots
on the same places in the mar-
gins as the crosses on the Pii-
sudski stamp (fig. 15). These
dots could also serve as further
features for the separation of
different panes and plates.

c. Types:

Till now I was not able to dis-
cover any types of the Moéecicki
stamp.

d. Sizes:

The Moécicki stamp does not
show variation in size as the
Pilsudski stamp. Exact measure-
ments, however, show that the
basic size 20.0 x 25.0 mm. varies
by + 0.10 mm. in height due to
different condition during the
drying process after the print-
ing.

e. Printing Paper:

For the top value Polish au-
thorities ordered in England a
vertically laid chamois paper
obviously for security reasons
because the lines in the paper
form sort of a watermark. The
Polish sources relying on infor-
mation given by Rachmanow
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confused the whole problem of
papers.

The MosScicki stamp was
printed on two kinds of paper:
v - 13 vertical lines per 2 cm.
and w - 16 vertical lines per 2
cm. Rachmanow stated that pa-
per v was supplied by W. Win-
gate from Jolenston (sic) and
paper w by Messrs Jones from
London. The total number of
stamps printed on English paper
amounts to 15 million. Aecord-
ing to Polish sources paper v
was used for the first and sec-
ond issues (10 million) and pa-
per w for the third one (5 mil-
lion). If this is correct, stamps
on paper v should have to be
more numerous than those on
paper w, the ratio being 2 : 1.
Having accumulated nearly
1,500 Monscicki stamps for my
studies I found out that just the
opposite was true. It seemed
also incomprehensible to me,
that paper for a single stamp
whose printing was completed
in three years would be ordered
from 2 different foreign firms.

From Mr. Rang of the Gib-
bons’ Stamp Monthly, I have
learned that there are no pa-
permakers named W. Wingat2,
and that no town named Jolen-
ston exists in Britain. Further-
more I was given the address of
Messrs. Samuel Jones, promi-
nent London paper manufactu-
rer.

Mr. H W. Milwood, the dir-
ector of the firm, revealed to
me the true state of affairs.
Messrs. Wingate and Johnson is
a company of carriers who pack
and ship Messrs. Jones wares
abroad. Thus Samuel Jones was
the sole supplier of chamois laid
paper for the Moscicki stamp.
The firm's archives were des-
stroyed during World War II,
but one employee did remember

that in the late twenties the
firm had an order for stamp
paper from Poland. Mr. Milwood
kindly informed me that nowa-
days the smallest amount of pa-
per they deliver is 2,000 kz. Be-
fore the war, however, due to
smaller output of the rmachines,
this amount was 1,000 kg. For
printing of 15 million Mo&cicki
stamps on 55 g/m2 paver. only
about 600 kg. were necessary.

Thus the problem of the two
suppliers was solved. My theory
is that Messrs Jones received an
order for 600 kg. vertically laid
chamois paper only and that
the spacing of the lines was not
specified. The amount being so
small, the firm probably took
out from their stores two dif-
ferent kinds of chamois laid pa-
per (with closer and wider spac-
ing) and Messrs. Wingate and
Johnson shipped it to Poland.
The amount of paper v must
have been less than 4th of the
whole, as from 1.220 copies on
vertically laid paper, 1,050 or
879 are on paper w and only
170 or 139 on paper v. The
true ratio of paper v w is
about 1 : 9.

During the printing of the
Moscicki stamp, a new Polish-
made paver was introduced:
horizontally laid paper z with 16
lines per 2 em. It was fabricated
at the Mokotéw paper mill and
has an off-white color some-
times with a rosy or even cha-
mois tint.

The 1 zloty Blue was printed
on a Polish-made good quality
white paper.

f. COLOR

All the issues (with the ex-
ception of the 6th) were printed
in black. This varies from grey-
black to black, blue-black and
brownish - black. Unfortunately,
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it is not possible to allocate any
of these shades to a particular
issue. The grey-black and black
stamps are most common, the
other shades are less frequent.

Before deciding on the final
color, trial prints were made
from the master-stereo (with-
out the artist’s name) in light
and deep violet, light and deep
brown and deep carmine — all
on small sheets (30 x 35 mm.)
cf white paper and imperforate.
Another print in the original
black color was made on a
small sheet of chamois horizon-
tally laid paper with 16 lines
/2 em. — obviously the English-

made paper turned round by 90°
and also imperforate.

g. PERFORATION

The same line machines and
gauges from 10 to 14 were used.
The lower gauges — 10, 104 and
11 — are scarce and perf. 10 is
the rarest. In my collection I
‘have only one stamp perforated
104 x 10. The Polish sources
claim that perf. 10 and 10}
were not used but this is ob-
vicusly a mistake. I have found
37 perforation combinations
from the 81 possible. They are
shown in table III. The } perf.
also exist but is to be ignored
for reasons already stated.

TABLE III
Moscicki Stamp — Perforation Combinations

| 10 | 104 | 11 | 114-| 12 | 124 | 13 | 13} | 14
10 || | I | I |
104 || x=] " l VA TR
11 1| | Bl xT] oXx 4 | x|
113 || | | X -x -2 % 50 X
X | ! s tx o’ x| x
124 || I | .=l x| x| xTx|x
Bl F |x|x|st=x]x] 1
134 || I | x| x| x | x | F l
14 || | RN NS YNER [ [

The stamps on paper v in my
collection have following single
line perforations: 11, 113, 12,
12} and 13. Comoound perfora-
tions are: 11 x 134; 11} x 11,
12, 124, 134, 14; 12 x 114, 13 , 14;
12, 12 , 134, 14; 12 x 114, 134, 14;
124 x 114, 12, 13, 133; 13 x 12:
13F x 114, 12, 123; 14 x 12 .
13 .x 114, 12, 124; 14 x 121
About 309 of all my Moscicki
stamps printed on paper v have
perforations 13} x 12 and about
209, perforation 11§ x 134. The
rest — about 509, — is perfor-
_.ated in the other combinations.
Alltogether there are 23 perfor-
ation combinations,

The stamps on paper w have
following single line perfora-
tion: 114, 12, and 12}. Compound
perforations are: 104 x 10; 11 x
114, 12, 134; 113 x 11, 12, 12,
11, 12, 134; 11} x 11, 12, 124,
13, 133; 12 x 114, 124, 13, 14;
13, 13 ; 12 x 114, 123, 134, 14;
124 x 114, 12, 134, 14; 13 x 11,
114, 12, 12}; 13% x 11, 11, 12,
12}; 14 x 11, 114, 12, 124, 13.
About 259 of all my stamps on
paper w have perforation 13} x
12 and about 159 perforation
114 x 134. The rest — about
609; — shares the other perfor-
ations.

Altogether Moscicki stamps
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printed on paper w can be
found with 33 different perfora-
tion varieties.

Clean and rough perforations
114 can be found and double
perforations also exist. Of the
last I have two items in my col-
lection (fig. 16). A margin copy
imperforated on right-hand side
exists according to Polish
sources,

h. Printing Proofs:

No proofs of whole sheets are
reported. Imuerforate stamps on
paper w or -z originate from
sheets kept in the Postal Mu-
seum.

I have not seen any accept-
ance copies deleted bv red ink.
However, in my collection I have
a stamp (without gum) crossed
heavily with block ink (fig, 17).

Fig. 17

It might be some kind of ac-
ceptance copy or a stamp can-
celled in such a way because of
lack of proper date-stamp. Or
it might simply be a bogus.
i. Fssues 1-4 (Printers P.Z.G.):
Date of issue of the Moscicki
stamp must be the same as of
the Pilsudski stamp: May 15,
1928. The dstermination of var-
ious dates for 1 zloty stamp is
difficult because the cancella-
tion does not show well on the

black stamp. Stamps used from
May to September, 1928, are
hard to find.

1st Tssue:

This issue consists of 5,060,000
stamps printed from one plate.
I have seen a copy with index 2
under the 95th and 96th stamp;
it certainly belonged to the 1st
issue.

My earliest copy dates from
June 17, 1928 and it is paper w.
Several other copies from June
to November, 1928, are also on
paper w. As the printing of the
2nd issue was ordered on De-
cember 18, 1928, these stamps
are obviously from the 1st issue.
My earliest dated stamp on pa-
per v is from December 11, 1928
and must therefore belong also
to the first issue.

This fact further confirms my
theory that papers v and w were
mixed in the English delivery
and were used regardless of is-
sue, just as they came.
2nd Teosue:

This printing was ordered on
December 18, 1928 and the total
number of stamps printed from
two plates was about 5 million.
As in the case of the Pilsudski
stamp, plate I developed some
trouble and had to be replaced
by plate II. In my collection I
have plate numbers I 2 and 4 I
(fig. 18) showing the stamps
overprinted on DOPLATA. Again
there is some inconsequence in
the plate numbers scheme: the
second pane is marked I 2 al-

(To be continued)
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1965 “7 CENTURIES OF WARSAW” ISSUE PERF. VARIETIES
By Dr. Stanley Kronenberg

In the catalogues Scotf, Michel and Ruch the perforation of
this issue is reported incorrectly. Scotf approximates it most closely,
Ruch changed its notation repeatedly since these stamps were is-
sued and settled in its 1971 and 1972 editions on erroneous perfora-
tion data. By checking lots of stamps I arrived at the following
table which hopefully should settle this matter.

Perforation
Scott _#B_uch Value | 12§x12| 12z12§| 113x11} | 113x11| 11x11}
1334 | 1448 5 gr. X X
1335 | 1449 10 gr. X X
1336 | 1450 | 20 gr. X X
1337 | 1451 40 gr. X X
1338 | 1452 60 gr. X X
1339 | 1453 | 1.50 zL X X
1340 | 1454 | 155 zl X
1341 | 1455 | 2.50 zl X X
1342 | 1456 | 3.40 zl X

I have not seen the 1.55 zl.

perforated 124x12 and therefore

do not list it but such stamps probably do exist.

PHILATELIC LITERATURE REVIEW

POLISH CATALOG OF COMME-
MORATIVE CANCELS 1968 - 1909
(Katalog Polskich Stempli Oko-
h — 1968 - 1969) by

Andrzej Myslicki.
Commemorative cancels have
become a part of philately and
the interest in this branch of
collecting is growing. As a resuit,
the administration of the Polish
Philatelic Federation in Warsaw
has issued a catalog of comme-
morative cancels. Due to the vast
amount of this matérial they
have decided to issue the cata-
log every year beginning with
1968-1969. The next section to
appear will be for 1970-1971, etec.

The section for 1968-1969 has
just been published. In the pre-

.- face the author describes and in-

cludes statistics which have ap-
peared since 1919. Thus, between

1919 and 1939 there appeared 2
total of 862 commemorative can-
cels, or about 40 a year. During
1945 thru 1959 there appeared
1760 cancels, or about 120 each
year; during 1960 thru 1959 a-
round 4,500 of about 450 a year.
Summing it up, from 1919 thru
1970 over T000 cancels appeared.

Because of the enormity of
this material the job of catalog-
ing it is a diligent and detailed
one in order to simplify it for
the collector in the selection of
topics.

This section also contains an
alphabetical index of the various
post offices of 1968-1969 where
the cancels were issued and In
use, An illustration accompanies
each cancel. During 1968 - 1969
there appeared a total of 1639
cancels. — H.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Friday, February 9, 1973 —
Regular meeting at 6965 W.
Beimont Ave., Entree at 7 p.m.
for trading and dealing. Meet-
ing starts at 8 p.m.

NEW MEMBERS
Dr. Tom H. Kilmer
. 484 Milan Ave.
Amherst, Ohio 55001
Zygmunt C. Jodziewicz
137 Franklin Blvd.
Somerset, N.J. 08873
Russel J. Wright, Jr.
11531 Hickory Cluster
Reston, Va. 22070

T

STANLEY A. SIKORSKI
Port Charlotte, Fla.

STAMP MARKET TIPS
By John G. Ross

GENERAL GOVERNMENT

When Hitler over ran Poland
in 1939, he immediately ordered
all Polish stamps withdrawn
from the Post Office and issued
his own current stamps of the
Hindenburg type with a su:r-
charge “General Government.”
Supplies of these stamvps seemed
to be lacking in 1940, thus all
available Polish stamps were
surcharged and sold at the post
office again. A total of twenty-
six - provisionals were issued,
Scott No. N30-N55. Some of the
values were issued in small

“1973"
POLAND PRICE LIST
"All issues cross-referenced ac-
cording to Scott, Minkus, and
Ruch Catalogues, Price 24¢
H. ). BIENIECKI
BOX 100, GRANITE CITY, ILL. 62040

POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIEY
Thomas J. Gobby, Secretary |
5713 Warwick, Chicago, 1ll. 60634

Al Rybarski, Treasurer ;
P. O. Box 82, River Grove, Ill. 60171

Chester A. Schafer, Editor

864 N. Ashland, Chicage, Ill. 60622
§ Lester Jankowski, Publicaticns Chrm. |
; 7303 Kildare, Lincolnwood, Il 60646 4
i' The Polonus Philatelic Society 1s non-
§ political. Views expressed by outhors
of articles oppearing herein do not
necessarily express the views of the

Polonus Philatelic Society.
— Annual Dues are $4.00 —

quantities as there were no
large stocks of the Polish
stamps available. Especially the
50 groszy on 30 g, Scott No. N53
which is the key stamp to that
set. This stamps was on sale
only for just a short time at the
main post office in Warsaw and
nowhere else. I have tipped this
=et before and I hope you have
taken my advice as since that
time it has gone up in price.
Dealers in Germany are paying
as much as $12.50 for that is-
sue and their asking price is as
much as $20.00. This is quite a
bit higher than this set can be
had at your dealer over here,
but eventually prices here are
bound to go up just as high as
they are in Germany and this
set definitely is worth your
while to pick up.

Reprinted from STAMPS.

POLPEX 73 LABELS AND
CACHETED ENVELOPES
Souvenir POLPEX 73 Labels
are available at 30c per sheet or
4 for $1.00 postpaid. Colorful Ca-
cheted envelopes with the Coper-
nicus theme have also been print-
ed, 3 different for 25¢. All pro-
ceeds for Polpex expenses, Write
to C. Mikucki, 4704 N. Overhill
Ave., Norridge, Ill. 60656.

307-8

Polonus Bulletin, Jonuary 1973



