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Editorôs Message       July, 2025 
 
 
Dear Fellow Collectors, 
 
The final issue of volume 49 is in front of you. In the next issue we will 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the American Society for Netherlands 
Philately. It is not too late yet to submit your one-to-two page article 
about your favortite Netherlands (and its former territories) stamp or 
cover to be included in our special anniversary issue. 
 
Some of you may know that one of my other hobbies 
is woodworking. Before it got too hot in my non-
airconditioned workshop, I managed to complete the 
cabinet shown at right, that can hold more than 100 
rock specimens. The rock samples were collected by 
a friend who designed drill bits for the mining and 
oil exploration industry. The cabinet has four 
drawers with dividers, and two sets of hinged display 
cases. The cabinet is made from long-leaf pine, 
harvested from virgin Texas wood in the early 
1800ôs by settlers, and reclaimed from a house in 
Galveston owned and restored by our friend. 
 
Have fun, 
 
Ben 
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Netherlands, Queen Wilhelmina type Veth Overprint with 21 Cent  
  

by Adam van der Linden  

Introduction 
 
Since 1924, there have been various series issues of Queen Wilhelmina of the type called VETH. 
 
The "call name" type VETH comes from the name of the designer Professor Dr. Jan Veth of this beautiful series 
with the image of Queen Wilhelmina with her hair up. 
 
The first series of three stamps concerns the Exhibition series of 1924, followed in the same year by 14 values 
without watermark. In 1926/1927, three "Guldenswaardes" were added, also without watermark. As the icing on 
the cake, 22 values with watermark followed between 1926 and 1939. 
 
And if that was not enough, four series were issued between 1925 and 1930 with different types of syncopated 
perforation. But of this stream of issues and values, only the 22İ cent olive brown in 1929 with watermark was 
overprinted by 21 cent. The beautiful overprint letters were designed by J. van Krimpen, who later became 
a very famous designer of several stamps and series, and printed in letterpress by Joh. Ensched® & Zonen. In total, 
1,831,100 stamps of the 22İ cent olive brown were overprinted. 
 
And of course there is a reason for this; the 22İ cent olive brown was primarily issued for a domestic, registered 
letter up to 20 grams (7İ cents plus 15 cents). On November 1, 1929, the rate for a domestic letter up to 20 grams 
was lowered to 6 cents, so there was a need for a value of 21 cents. Because the 22İ cent olive brown had be-
come redundant, it was decided to overprint it with 21 cents. It would take until 1931 before a new value of 21 
cents appeared, also in the color olive brown. The rate of 6 cents was maintained until September 1, 1937.  
 
It seemed like a challenge to me to be able to show what the possibilities are with the 21 cent overprints, so here 
we go. 
 
 
Domestic mail 

 

Teteringen, December 24, 1929. Registered 
letter to Zwolle. Tariff: domestic letters till 
20 gram from 11-1-1929 till 9-1-1937 6 cent. 
Registration from 3-1-1921 till 4-1-1939 15 
cent. Together 21 cent. 
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Maastricht, January 25. 
1930. Registered letter to 
Aachen, Germany. Tariff: 
border tariff, equal to 
domestic rate if the 
distance between the tow 
post offices was less than 
30 kilometers. 

Amsterdam, January 4, 1940. Registered letter to Bussum. Tariff: letter through 20 gram from 9-1-1937 10 
cent. Registration from 4-1-1939 10cent. In total 20 cent, 1 cent too much. 
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ós-Gravenhage, July 27, 1931. Registered letter to Ede. Tariff: letter through 40 gram from 11-1-1929 till 9-1-
1937 12 cent, registration 15 cent, together 27 cent. 

Mail to the Dutch Indies 

Amsterdam Centraal-station, October 14, 1930. Airmail letter destined for 
Weltevreden, Java, Dutch Indies.Tariff: as domestice Netherland 6 cent, air 

surcharge 30 cent per 5 gram. Together 36 cent. 
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ôs-Gravenhage, December 12, 1929. Airmail letter to Soerabaja, Dutch Indies. Tariff: 
letter per 20 gram or less, 10 cent. 21-40 gram is 20 cent. Air surcharge 10-20 gram 75 

cent, each additional 20 gram 75 cent. Total 1,70 gulden, 1 cent too much. 

Veenendaal, Februari 7, 1933. Airmail letter to Belawan, Dutch Indies. Tariff: same 
as domestic letter till 20 gram 6 cent, air surcharge 10-20 gram 75 cent. Together 81 

cent. Arrived in Belawan 18 Februari 1933, postmark on reverse. 
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Haarlem, September 24, 1930. Front (bottom) and back (top) of letter by airmail to Tandjong-Priok, Dutch 
Indies. Tariff: same as domestic letter till 20 gram 6 cent, air surcharge 6-20 gram 75 cent. Together 81 cent, 

3 cent too much. An exact franking with multiple 21 cent overprint stamps is not possible. 
On reverse, arrival postmark Weltevreden 10-4-1930 plus a large purple handstamp of the � Ŝtoomvaart 

Maatschappij Nederland�_ and mail carrier B 26. 


