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Nicolas Copern icus 
by Dr. S. M. Mi oduszewski 

Twenty years a~o P ola nd issu ed 
two comm emora t ive p ostage sta mps, 
S cott' s Nos. 192 a nd 193, in h on or ol' 
h e r s on a nd a stron om e 1·, N icolas 
Cop ernicu s. The occa s ion was the 
450th a nniver s a ry of h is birth . Febru­
ary 19, 1473, in T orun , P ola nd. 

This y ear m ark s the 400th anniver­
sary of h is d eath which t ook p lace 
M ay 24th , 1543, a t the a g e of 70 in 
Ol sz t y n (Allen s t e in). 

M-Qdern men today play w i th the 
h a nds of ordin a r y or a rtificia l clocks, 
p ·.:s hin g t h em fo r ward a nd baclnvard 
and by doing so th ey r egu la t e daily 
w ork, save artifi cia l Ji ·_ ht. a nd get 
m ore b en e l'its of s un light. B ut ther e 
w ere :ne n wh o h a d on ly the n a tur a l 
clock-\he sun. 

\Ve know t h a t J osh u a- success-'.) r to 
Moses as lend er of the Israeli tes, a n d 
who in seven years conquered P a les­
t ine--during on e of his battles stopped 
the sun clock in order t o gain light 
or time for f inishing a b a ttle. It i s 
n a tur al to s uppose that' the s un mu3t 
h ave b een in motion if Josh u a stoJcped 
it in order· to fini s h his work. 

It i s easy for u s t o understa nd why 
early m a n believed tha t th e s u n. th e 
~tars a nd t h e p lane t s r evJlved around 
the earth . T hi s v iew-the g eo c·entri c 
c on ception of the universe- wa3 sta t­
,ed in g r ea t d e t a il by th e Gr ec '.) ­
E g yptia n as tron om er , Ptolem y, in the 
i,econd cen t ury. His con ception be ­
came a n essentia l par t of s : ientific , 
philosophical a nd r eligiou s thou ght 
for th e n ex t 1500 years. 

'l'h e Cop e rnicu s' con cepti on of t h e 

s olar system w as contra.r y t o Ptol­
em y's a nd contrar y to t h e com m on 
b e lief. H e came to the concl•J s ion t h a t 
t h e s un, n o t the ea rth , is the cen ter 
a rou n d w hich the earth , s t a rs a nd 
plane t s r evolve. In other words, h e 
da r ed t o ch a llen ge a n old fixed idea, 
a nd evolved t h e h eliocentr:c C'.)n cep ­
tion . It was Copernicu s w h o "st opped 
the s u n a nd set the earth in motion." 
H e w as the " n ew d eale r" in the 
n a tura l clock. 

T o cha n ge fixed id eas a nd fixed 
systems a nd ord er s was a v e r y 
da .n ger ou s procedure . Copernicus w a s 
con sciou s of this more tha n a nyone 
e lse . H e was a churchma n h imself, 
n ot a priest, but a canon or a dmin ­
i s ttntor of a Du chy~bishopric o,f 
V a rmia, w h ere his m a t ern a l un cle 
>Jnd guardian , L u cas Waczel rod , was 
J:. ish o p. Copernicu s di d not pu blish 
his r e ve la tion s w i th out d ue consider ­
:, ti on. · He w a s ca re cur in checking 



a n d rechecking his findin gs beforn 
the p u'blication of his ''De R evolu­
t ionibus Orbium Coeles ti u m " (Con­
cerning t h e Revolution s of H ea venl ; 
·Spheres) . w hich was printe d a very 
~h ort time before his d eath . 

H is s tatement in t h e dedica/ L:m of 
his work to P ope Paul 3rd , ill ustrat ed 
th e a uthor's car efuln ess. ''Wh en , the:·e­
for e, I h a d ponder ed t h ese matte:s, 
th e scorn which was t o b e reared on 
lcccount of the n ovelty a n d abs:i rd ity 
of t h e opinion impell ed me for t hat 
r eason t o set aside enti rely th e b ook 
a lready d rawn u p ." B ut t h e proof ­
reader of Copernicu s' wor k in seted 
his ow_n a no n y m ou s fo reword stati nc;· 
that t h e n ew system is only a h yp ::i ­
thesis good for calcu lation s bu t n ot 
n ecessarily t rue. Th e r esul t was th a t 
the Church overlook ed the di scovery 
of Cop e rnicu s fo r 73 years . B ut, in 
1616, his work w as pu t on the Index, 
a nd rem a ined the r e until 1835. 

Ma rtin Luther, however . was quic1, ­
,er in his judg m ent of Copernicus : 
"'l"h e foo l w ill overt urn t h e whole 
system of a stronomy ." Fortunat e ly, 
Luth er d id n ot h ave the p ower of the 
Ch u rch a nd n ot a "fool' ' bu t th e t imid 
Copernicus r eally overturn ed t h e "~. b­
,;,u :·d ity of the opinion " in du e time. 
T h e prom ot e r-as w e wou ld call him 
1~ciw-of Coperni cu s' d iscovery was 
th e g r eat Da nish astron om er , T . 
R rah e (1546-16 01). H is Io n s an d ac ­
curat e series of obser vation s fo r med 
cm e of the grea tes t contr ib ution s O 
ob serva tiona l a stronomy. An immense 
r. m o,_mt of factu a l m a t eria l was n eed ­
ed to decide b e tween t wo con cepti on s 
of the univer s e . It is d iff icu lt f Jr u s 
t o r ealize the g r eat s t ruggle th a t tool< 
pl ace in religiou s .a nd scien tific ci t•­
cles befor e the con ception of Coper­
ni cu s was a do pt ed. 

It is inte r esting t o n ote that on e 
copy of t h e fir s t ed it ion of Cop erni­
cus' bool, i s in the New Yor), P ublic 
Library a nd that t h e other kn own, 
cop y is in the Royal U n ive1·si t y of U p­
sala, Sweden. In th e sam e library in 
U psala there is a lso . a b oo!, u nder 
th e title "Ca lendarium Magis t r i J oani 
d em ot e R e'!is" with notes by Copet·­
nicu s. U nde r the year 1505 it is t w ice 
written in the m a r gins w ith his h a nd 
in Polish : "Bog pomagay" (H elp m e 
God). 

Y oung Nicolas a ttended school a t 
Rt. J ohn in Torun . L 'l. t e r, but n ot 
directly from thi s sch ool , h e wen t 
t o Krakow wh ere he s tudi ed in the 
university . N icolas studie d at Kra -
kow fro m 1491 t o 1495. At that ti rn? 

m ath em a tics an d astron omy were be­
ing t a u ght by Wojciech of Bru dzew, 
o r Albert Bru dzewski (1445 - l49J). 
N icols.s was his pu pi l. 

F rom K ra kow, Copernicu s went t o 
t h e U niversity a t Bologn a wh er e h e 
s tudied can on law a n d, in 150 ·.. he 
wen t t o R om e w h ere h e lect ured on 
m a thematics a nd as tron om y. Th en , h e 
~tudied m edicine at Padua University 
(1501-1503) a nd r eceived a Doct ')r's 
degr ee in can on law at Ferrara, It2lv. 

Soon aft er, h e cam e to Varmi a and 
assumed his du ties as a can on a n ·l 
continued work in g on h is astron om ­
ical research es. H er e h e p racticed 
:-nedic ine a nd even pain ted hi s self ­
p-o rtrait, a reprod ucti on of wh 'ch "·as 
nn th e Astron omi c'.11 Clock T ower of 
the Cath edra l of Strasbou rg, Fran ce. 
Cop erni cu s was a lso hel pin g hi s u n cle . 
the B is hop, a nd a Poli sh se1n t or i 1 

a secre t a ria l capacity. H is un cle was. 
on e of the s uppo rte r s of th e idea of 
tra n sf e r r in g the Teuton ic Order f1·o·n 
t he N o: th t o th e provin ce of P odol ift. 
in the So,1th , w h er e the order could 
be pseful aga inst t h e T ar t a r s an d 
T urks. S u ch a p r oject , a lthou gh n ot 
a n ew on e, was d iscussed in P oznan , 
(1513) at the conference of P oli sh 
sen a t or s w ith the represenU1 t 'ves of 
Albert H oh en zolern- h ead of the T eu ­
i' onic Orde r-and son of t h e s is t er 
(',f Sig ismund th e F irst, K in g of Po -
1;:i nd. B u t A lber t d id n ot agree to this 
p roject and tried n ot to fu lfill the 
obligation s und er w hich h e w a s ln­
~i·all ed in K rakow as h ead of th6 
Order in 1512. Albert even went into 
D.n agr eem ent with the Grand Duke. 
of M.os cow-V asil th e Third---aga Jn sf 
Poland. In 1520 war broke out w ith 
the T eutonic Order. In tha t war 
Copern icus, as a com ma nder, was 
h elping t o defen d Olsz t yn (Allen s t ein) 
again s t the T euton s . 

Copernicu s was a ls0 a p romin ent 
economist. Not onl y did h e talrn pa r t 
in the r eform s of cu rren cy, b eing ap ­
p ointed b y' Sig ismun d t h e First , but 
h e a lso w r ot e h is "Con cernin ~ t h e 
P rinciple o f Coinin g Mon ey," (15 26) 
:n which h e est a blish ed th e law of ba d 
m on ey with scientifi c precis'on a n 1 
w hich led to the eventua l ~doptio ,, 
o f the gold stan dard by n eary a ll 
n a tions . 

This year s t am p collectors n o dou b t 
w ould h ave a t leas t on e m ore com -
•r,em ora tive stam p of Cop ernicus were 
it not fo r the g lobal s tru ggle wi th th e 
m odern T eutonic O r der. The s t a m ps 
t hat were issued b y Pola n d i >1 .Tulv . 
1923 to h onor t h e 450th anniYer sary 



· by courtesy K oscius·k o Founda tion 
Nicolas Copernicus 

of Copernicu s' birth cam e a t a time 
of increas ing infla tion in 1000 a nd 
G000 marl< d en omina tions. Facts of 
interest to collectors on t h e se two 
s t a mps are: 

Scott's N o. 192, 1000 mar k indigo, 
printed on a rota ry press. thin pa ­
p er , perf. 121/2. Ther e a r e two t ·.•pes 

of this sta mp due to re -en gr avin g. 
In the orig ina l issu e, there a r e thin 
sh a ding lines on t h e cheek of Cop ­
ernicus a nd a d ot on the b r eas t of 
the eagle. In the re -en g raved iss 1e, 
the entire design is c lean er, th e 
ch eek is clear a n d the eagle h ~s no 

(Con t·nued on last page) 



Prince Joseph 
Poniatowski 

King Stephen 
Bath-Ory 

No Biedrwch 
by Myron E. Ste"czynski 

King Boleslaus 
T-he Brave 

King Casimir 
The Great 

Tha ddeus 
K osciuszlrn 

King Ladislaus 
Jagiello 

Kinn· 
Sigismt~nd I 
'King John 

Sobies·,i 

This set of 8 labels NA BIEDNYCH (FOR THE POOR) is dated 1917 and is 
perhaps more typically Polish than actual stamps of Poland. They m easure 
25x31 mm., are perforated, but also occur imperforate. '.rhe stamii;s portray 
kings and heroes of Poland of long ago. They were later surcharged with th ~ 
letters O. K . O. P. in the four comers and new valu es in thin type, also with the 
same letters and higher values in heavy type as indicated in the table. 

Value and Descr. 

5, red 
50 fen. thin surch. 
7 Mk. heavy surch. 

Portrait 

Prince 
Jozef 
Poniatowski 

Lived 

1762-
1813 

Remarks ----
~;oldier, patriot. N a poleon's gallant 
111arshal of France, who in a heroic 
reh"eating action at the battle of Leip­
sig, met death in the Elster river. 

------ --------
10, olive green 
1 -Mk. thin surch. 
10 Mk. heavy surch. 
25 Mk. heavy surch. 

King 
Boleslaw 
the Brave 

96G- Promoted Chr:stianity, expanded 
1025 boundaries, founded unified kingdo,n 

of Poland and a ligned Poland's civil­
' ization and culture with western Eu-

----------- ---'---- -----r-'op_e_. _ ____ ~-----------
15, bl. green & brown General 1746- Beloved national hero of Poland who 

Tadeusz 1817 fought for its independence after the 
Kosciuszko p a rtitions and vVashington's general 

during American revolution. 

20, olive brown King 1467 - Ruled for 42 years, establish ed bene-
2 Mk. thin surch. Zygmunt 1548 ficial treaties, promoted learning and 
15 Mk. hea vy surch. First culture. Was known for his tremend-
_3_0_M_l{_. _h_e_a_v.c.y_s_u_r_c_h_. ___________ ous physica l strength. 

30, plum 
3 Mk. thin surch. 

50, blue 

King 
Stefan 
Batory 

King 
Casimir 
the Great 

1533-
1586 

1310-
1370 

Guided Poland during its greatest ex­
pansion. and properity, extending the 
boundaries to the north and east, a lso 
developed high prestige abroad. 

Only Polish king the Poles ca ll Great. 
E'stablished law and order. "He found 
the Polish cities built of wood and 
left them built of stone and brick." 



60, brown & gold 
5 Mk. th in surch. 
50 Mic heavy surch. 

100, green & gold 

J{:ing 
W ladyslaw 
J agiello 

King 
Jan III 
Sobieski 

1348-
1434 

1624-
1696 

Ruled Lithuania and Poland, founded 
.Jagiellonian dynasty, defeated Knights 
of the Cross. His wife was J a dwiga, 
beloved queen of Poland. 

Military genius, defeated Turks a n d 
Tartars repeatedly. Savior of Vienna, 
of Western European Civilization, ancl 

________ _____________ o_f_C_h_r_·istia!)ity_: _ _ _ _ 

FLASH! 
Washington, D. C.-The Post Office 

Depa rtment has just announced t hat 
a new series of 11 stamps will be is­
sued honorin g the "down trodden" n a ­
tions of Europe. The stamps will be 
issued over a period of several months. 
The stamps will be exceptional in de­
slgn and each will include a reproduc­
tion in colors of the flag of each of 
the nations to be honore d. It will be 
the first time the Post Office Depart ­
men t has issued a stamp in more than 
two colors. The stamps will all be of 
the size of t!1 e current special deliv ery 
stamp and the denomination of all will 
be 5c. A more complete description of 
the stamps, chitai l s of first day sales 
and the dates of issuance of the ten 
rema ining stamps will be made later. 

The countries to be honored are Po­
land, C?echoslovakia, Norway, Luxem ­
tCJurg , Netherlands. Belgium, France, 
Greece. Yugoslavia, Albania and Aus­
trin. 

The first of th e new stamps, hon or ­
ing Poland, will be p laced on first day 
is·' le. on June 22, 1943, at the post of­
:<ice in ·w ashin gton, D. C . 

--B,· W ill iam M. Stuart. 

NOTIC1E T O MEMBERS 

Artic le 12, Section 2, of the Con­
stitution an d By-Laws, provides , in 
n:1rt as fo ll ows: "Unpa id dues: - The 
failure of a ny member to pay the 
du es fixed hereby and applicable to, 
such members by t h e first day of 
. iune shall cause the suspension of 
such member a nd cause his n a me t o 
-be dropped from the rolls of the So ­
c'.ety which shall continue ·until the 
delinquency is satisfied. So long as 
su ch suspension shall continue the 
member sh a ll h ave no rights or privi­
lAges in the Society or its properties 
or its a-ctivjties . .. . ...... " 

COPER NIC US NIGHT 
M eeti ng M ay 28, 1943 

The May 28, 1943 meeting will be 
held at the Museum of the Pol ish 

Homa n 
waukee 
Avenue 
P. M. 

Catholic Union, at 984 Mil ­
Avenue, corner MHwaukee 

and Augusta Blvd. at 7: 30 

POLAND TO ISSUE NEW STAMPS 

:VVord has reached us via t h e grape ­
vine that Poland will soon issue a 
new series of stamps to repl<lce the 
December 15, 1941 issue. While no 
d efinite of ficia l information is avail­
able a t t his time it is believed that 
the ·new issue wi11 consist of five 
values. Nothing is Jrnown of the na­
tn r e of the designs. 

It is believed the remaining stoc;rn 
of the December 15, 1941 issue (Scott's 
No. 3Kl to 3K8) wiJI be w it h drawn 
and clemon itized. 'Natch the BULLE­
TIN fo-r further and offici ll infonna ­
tion! 

LIFE MEMBERS 
At the last meetin g of the Society, 

the B-oar jl of Directors suggested t h a t 
:,_ new type of membership be cre<i ted 
in the Society..:_Life Mem bership. 

The s u ggestion was received very 
,pnthusiastically by everyone. The 
necessary changes in our Constitu­
t'on a nd By-La.ws are now being pre ­
pared a nd prohably will be voted un 
at th e meetin g of the S ociety to be 
Jceld cl une 11 , 1£43. 

Applicants for L i fe Memberships 
,:;ill be required to pay the sum of 
$2-5.00. No further dues w ill be col­
lected from or payable by t h em. Life 
Membership will be open to both 
nigular and associate members . 

POLPEX 1944 
POLPEX 1944, will be the fifth 

stamp exhibition of the Polonus Phi­
latelic Society. Plans are now in the 
form a tive stage to properly commem­
orate this event. 

POLPEX 1944 will a lso mark five 
complete years of existence of the 
Society. It is to be hoped th9 t thi 3 

auspicius occasion will not 'be over­
iooked. 

Roman Reinowski has been named 
Exhibi tion Director for POLPEX 1944. 



Na Biednych (Cont.) 

d o t . Proofs of this stam p occ ;, r in 
sepia , o ra n ge, oli ve. indig o a n d 
v io le t-b lack. 

Scott's No. 193, 5000 m a rk , rose, 
printed on a f la t bed press, m ediu m 
a n d t hin par,e r , w it h perf.; 10½ 
or 11½; a lso p rinted on a r ot a ry 
press, t h in paper, per f 12½. The 
s pacing between s t a mp s is 4 m m . 
a nd 5½ m m . on both t h e mediu m 
a nd t hin paper s. 

.Au t ho r 's Note: T he K osciu szk o iFoun d­
ation , 149 E , s t 67th S treet, issu e a 
b iogr aph y by Steph en P. Mi zwa. It 
i s a very worthy b ook, beau ti f ull y 
ill u s t rate d , skillfully a nd carefully 
edited . It i s wor th rea ding a n cl wor th 
J.aving . 88pp . 75 cen ts . The large il­
lu s tra tion in this article i s t a k en f rom 
th e b ook. 

ME ET THE NEW MiEMBERS 
Member N o. 184, D r. Marion Z :·g ­

mun t Plosld, P . O. Box 22, E'rn or y, 
Virg in ia. (Souveni r S h eets.) 

l\,Cember No. 185, C. C. Smi th, 203· 
S ch ool S t ., P . 0 . B ox 457, W ebster, 
M ass. (Pola nd, Nethe rlan d s & Col­

-~ n ·es, Canada & Newfoun dla n d.) 
Member No. 186, Ign acy Stuczyn ski , 

853 N. 24 th St. , P hila d elp h h , Penn a. 
(U . S . & E. P . P .) 

Me .11ber N o. 187, J<-,red J ose11h Hask ­
e ll , 20 06- 7th Street , East M olin e, 
Illin o iS!. (P/oland, Ru ssia , Hungary , 
Czech o, U . S., A u s t r ia & Can a d a .) 

APPLI CATION PENDING 

M'iss R egin a B a r bara Ser owiecki, 
3r.68 East 117th S t., C levela n d, Ohi o. 

R ev. 'Ma rion \ 'leron , M ission H o u se, 
F'ca n cisca n Fath ers, E llic ~tt City , M d . 

CHA N GE OF ADDRESS 

Rev. L . S ura k , 955 E. Ringwood 
Roa d , Lake F or est, Illin ois. 

JACK KNIGHT 
AIR MAIL SOCIETY SHOW 

Polonu s m e m ber s t ook a n ext en s ive 
p a rt in the s ta mp exhibiti on h eld 
under the a u s pices of t h e J ack Knig ht 
A ir M'ail Society. The li s t of Award 
w inn er s is as fo lJows. 

Grand Award 
BERT P OViTELL-Can cela tion s on th e 

1934 U . S . A ir Mail S t a mp. 
THADDEUS S T ANCZAK - Vatican 

City s t a mps a nd fli ghts. 

First Awa rds 
B ERT P OWELL-1934 6c A ir l\ Ia il 

S ta m ps. 
DER.T POWIEJLT~Air !lfail E tiq uett es. 
.f'OLONUS PHILA T E LIC SOCIETY­

Selec t ed pages from a wa rd w in ­
nin g P olish collec tion s. 

n Z N RE!E VES--iFam ous Flig ht Cov ­
e r s, a nd 'rhe E lmet S tuar t B uf­
fa lo Ba ll oon Stamp. 

''1. E. S T ECZYNSKI- Pola nd Flight 
Cover s. 

Th ird Award 
BERT POWELL-Pola nd . 

This 'n' That 
'A s ye sow, so sh a lJ ye reap .' The 

fi rst o f the h a rves t fro m th e Polon u:; 
Juniors can b e fo un d in the li s t of 
n ew m ember s g iven in the April is ­
Elle of t h e BUL LETIN. Norbert Zie ­
lins ki and Edward S t epn owski h ave 
heen m embers of Polonu s Junior s for 
a lon g time u nder th e a ble tutilage 
of A dam K loskowski. They a re t he 
fi r st of the Juniors t o b ecome r egu ­
la r m embers. \'i.elcome. 

• * 
Roma n Reinows:d on hi s r ecen t 

t r ip t o Clevela n d a nd th e Qlarfield 
P erry Sta m p E xhibi t ion m et a nd di s ­
cussed Socie t y m atters w ith m em ­
bers K on win ski a n d Zell er . 

If your dues for the current year 
are not pa id by June 1, 1943, we w ill 
publish y our n a m e on the li st of 
member s susp ende d fo r n on-paym ent 
of du es in the Jun e issu e of the BUL ­
L E TIN. 

• 
Mor e a nd m ore of our mem ber s are 

entering the serv ice of U n cle Sam. 
R emember to send in your n a m e a nd 
a ddress t o Pub lication s Committee if 
you enter the Arm ed Forces. 

May 28, 1943, w ill be a specia l Cop ­
ernicus night comme m oratin g t h e 
400th a nnive rsary of t h e deat h of 
N ic.olas Coperni cus. D r . S . M . Mio ­
duszew ski a uthor of the a rticle in 
t his i s su e of the BULL E TIN w .11 b 2 
the princip a l spealrnr . 

• • * 
'Copernicu s' night w ill h ave its sou­

Yenirs, som e of which w ill be a u ct ion­
e d and oth ers g iven away free. 

• • • 
Alfred Dia m on d, Secretar y of the 

S. P. A., was a welcom e v isitor a t 
our A pril 30th meeting. 
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