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The Post of 

The Wrangel Army In Turkey 

Stamps issued and used by the 

remnants of the Imperial Russian 

forces under Gen . Baron Peter Wrangel. 

By HARRISO N D. S. HAVERBECK 

(A ll rights r eserved} 
T H E story of General B aron Peter 
W range! is the story of th e gall ant 
last stand of Imperial Russia. This 

last st and was made on the picturesqu e Cri­
mean peninsula, th e favored pleasure g round 
of the Czars and th e Grand Dukes, who h ad 
built m any palaces and villas along the so uth­
e rn coast . Here the combin ed beauty of 
su rging sea and blue sky, of palms, cypresses 
and vi neya rd s against a background of moun­
t ains. suggests th e French Ri viera. 

Crimea was th e las t bit of Russian land 
that had been occupied by the Red s. H ere 
stood the remains of the Volunteer Army, 
alo ng ffith a group of conserva tive refugees 
''ho felt safe only in the shadow of the Im­
perial Guards' Officers . 

A t the head of this group was B aron Peter 
W range I, an impressive figure of a man in 
his Cossack uniform, standing over six feet 
t all , and with a resonant boomi ng voice. 
W range I was a typical sold ierly ar istocrat ; 
lit: mi ght make democratic-sounding declara­
uons for the benefit of public opini on, but 
at hea rt he w as alw ays an Officer of His 
Im peria l '.\ I ajesty. H e w as devou tly at tached 
to the Orthodox Church and m ade a prac­
tise of havi ng priests bless his troops with 
Holy W ater, and of presenting hi s Generals 
with Icons. 

Yet hi s policy was more progressive and 
more Aexible than th at of Denikin. He tried 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILATEL IST. VOL. XXV II , N
to wm popul a r support and to seek for allies 
on a ll sides. Professo rs B ern atsky and 
Struv e held portfolios in his Cabinet, the one 
as Minister of Finance, th e other as Minis­
te r of Foreign Affairs . Savinkov, W ar Min­
ister und er K erensky, raised a force to a ttack 

Gene ral Baron Pete r Wrangel , leader 
of the remnants of the Imperial 
Russian fo rces. 
O. 3 3 
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THE WRANC EL ARMY I N T U RKEY 
the Bolshevik 's from the P olish side. A num­
ber of Germc.n ex-officers from th e B altic 
a re a volunteered. 

M ajo r-General Townshend, hero of th e 
Kut-el-Amara siege on the Tig ris, resigned 
from th e British Army in ord er to se rve 
und er Wrangel. The American State De­
partment let it be known th a t there was one 
bit of Russia with w hich an American might 
tr ade, the Crimea. 

Made wary by D enikin 's sensation al ad­
vance and coll apse, Wrangel did not antici­
pate a rapid over th row of the Soviet rule. 
His id ea was to r eclaim a lim ited , self-sup­
porting a rea and reconstruct norm al eco­
nom ic and social li fe. His th eory was th at 
a prosperous and contented region would be 
more effect ive in redeeming Ru ssia th an any 
milit a ry success. 

Howeve r, he was not permitted to sho\\· 
w hat might be done in South Ru ssia on th e 
bas is of p ri vate capi ta li sm . While th e Soviet 
Government had its hands fu ll \\'ith the Pol­
ish w ar . he brought under his rule the Prov­
ince of Taurida, immediately north of the 
Crimea. But no soone r was an arm istice 
made with Pol and th an Moscow turned to 
dispose of him. On October 12, 1920, th e R ed 
6 THE COL
forces occupied Ma riupol and Berdiansk on 
the Sea of Azov and W ran gel's army was 
stead ily bea ten back. 

From Octobe r 29 th e violence of the on­
slaught lef t him no alte rnative but with­
draw al behi nd the strong defences he had 
bu ilt across th e nar row isthmu s of Perekop, 
w hich conn ects the Crimea with the mainl and . 
The best troops of th e R ed Army, the regi­
ments of Communists, th e L etti sh units and 
th e cava lry, were sent against th ese fo rti fi­
cations. In a series of twenty- two attacks, 
th e defences we re fo rced and th e Soviet t roops 
began to overrun the whole of Crimea. 

The defence of th e P ere kop las ted from 
November 7 to 11. W range! realized th at 
h is cause was los t and gave orders fo r the 
immed iate retrea t of his troops to the various 
ports of the Cri mea. Sevastopol fell on No­
veml::er 1-i.. A total of 1 .i-5 ,693 people, in­
cluding troops and g rea t numbers of civili an 
re fugees, quit the C rimea with Wrangel. 
Units of the U ni ted States, Fren: h and Brit­
ish navies assisted in the evacua tion. All 
told 111 ships were emp loyed. T he fugitives 
went first to Const antinople and g radua lly 
dispersed to the centres of Russian emig re 
li fe . 
Seven examples of the surcharges 

issued for the Posts of Gen . Peter 

Wrangel 's army and civilian refu­

gees from South Russia , listed in 

Scott's under "Russia-Offices in 

th e Tur kish Emp ire." 
L ECTORS CLUB r H I LATELIST , VOL. XXV ll , NO. 3 



THE WRANGEL ARMY I N TURKEY 
General Wrangel ar rived in Constanti­
nop le on November 15 , 1920. One of his 
first ac ts was to o rgan ize a Post for th e 
exiles. The centra l post office was opened at 
27 Saguize Agach, in the P era district, and 
operated until Decembe r 1 onl y as a Paste 
Restante. Suppli es of stamps had been 
brought from the Crimea and ,,·ere sur­
charged with new values and th e legend 
" P ost of the Russian Army." The values 
were : 1 oco rubles , 5 0 00 rubles , 10000 rubles 
and 20000 rubles. From December r , 1920, 

a posta l system existed between Constanti­
nopl e, Kh alki, Gallipoli, Lemnos and Bel­
g- rade. The rates were as follows: 

1000 Rubles-P ostcard 
5000 Rubles-Lette r 

10000 Rubles-Regis tered L etter or un­
registered lette r over 10 grams 

2 c o o o Rubl es- Registered Letter over 
10 gr ams 

~ ·, .. ' 

r· \ . -.. _..._._ 

( • ' ··, . ·I ~~ '1 'I \ . . . . . ·; .:.. 
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TH E WRANGEL AR:VIY I N TURK EY 
The post offices \\"ere located in th e he ad­
quarters of th e Commandant of each refu­
gee camp. The aide to the Commandant 
(Executive Officer) was the Post Master. 
Th e m ail s were ca rried by milita ry and diplo­
m atic cou ri ers w ho w ere drawn from th e 
ranks of th e military personnel. In Bel ­
grade and Cattaro, th e m a ils " ·e re distribu­
ted by th e Ru ss ian Committee for Relief of 
Exiles. In Bize rte, they were distributed by 
th e General H eadquarters of th e Volunteer 
Fleet. The re was neve r a t any time an ex­
change of mails between th e Ru ssian P os t 
and the Allied o r Turkish P os ts. 

Below is given a 1 ist of all th e known offices 
of th e Russ ian post: 

Const antinople (27 Saguize Agach) 
- Turkey 

Antigona ( Prinkipo Ilds)-Turkey 
Belgrade-Se rbia 
Bernadotte (San Stefano)-Turkey 
Bize rta-Tunis 
Buyuk-Dere (Emb assy )-Turkey 
THE COL LECTO'{S CLUB P HILAT ELI ST, VOL. ;'\XVII , :-10. 
Cattaro-Dalmatian Coast 
Galipoli-Turkey 
Kh a lki ( Prinkipo Il s )-Turkey 
Kh alki TI- Turkey 
Camp L ann ( Z a ityn-Burnu )-Turkey 
Lemnos-Aegean I sland s 
Proti ( Prinkipo I slands)-Turkey 
Prinkopi ( Prinkipo I slands)-Turkey 
Selimie ( Haidar-P asha)-Turkey 
Sk utar i- Tu rkey 
Terapia-Turkey 
Tchataldja- Turkey 
Tuzla-Turkey 
Tuz la II- Turkey 

Th e post offices indica ted by the post m a rks 
Kh alki II and Tuz la II are believed to h ave 
been es tabl ished af te r the regu la r post offi ces 
in th ose camps and to have been ou tside of 
th e camp proper. 

From J anu a ry 1 , 1921, the post al rates 
" ·ere inc reased to compen sate for th e in­
creasi ng infl ation of th e Russian cu rrency: 
' 

I 

/ , 

\ 
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T HE W RANGEL AR M Y I N T U R KEY 
5000 Rubles-P ostcard 
10000 Rubles-Lette r not exceed ing IO 

grams 
20000 R ubles-R egis tered letter 

T he A llied gove rnments commenced bring­
ing pressure to bear on General W range! in 
J anua ry of 192I to demobilize his t roops. 
About 30,000 men we re coll ected on th e 
is land of L emnos for tr ansport ation to Vl adi­
vos tock in o rde r to support th e anti-Red 
fo rces operating in Siberi a. T he remain de r 
of th e a rmy was demobilized. 

This fi nal liquid a tion of th e Ru ssian A rmy 
is r efl ec ted on th e st amps by a change in th e 
fo rm of th e overprint . The new legend 
" Russian P os t" and o rn aments is fo un d be­
ginn ing in th e middl e of F ebru ary, I92I. The 
olde r fo rm is fo und used , howeve r, as la te 
as A pril , 192 r. Of th e fi rst issue th ere was 
issued a tot al of 299,874 st amps not count­
ing errors as sepa ra te var ieti es. The over-
THE COT LECTO'tS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxvn, NO
print occurred on ninety different st amps. O f 
th e second issue th ere we re 385,000 pieces on 
nin ety-one different st amps. 

In A pr il , I92I , th e Turkish G overnment 
pro tes ted to th e Alli es ove r th e existence of 
th e Ru ssian P os t, claiming th at Russ ia was 
not a signa to ry of th e T rianon P act which, 
among oth er things, gave the Allies th e right 
to mainta in th eir own posts on Turkish te r­
r ito ry. F rance, G rea t B r itain and Italy de­
live red a note to W r ange! asking th at th e 
R uss ian P os t be closed by June I , I92I. 
This o rde r was ca rried out and th e Russian 
P ost passed out of ex istence on th at date. 

Th e st amps of th e W r ange! Post have been 
labeled as specul ative. This idea is incor ­
rec t as th e P ost se rved a definite need fo r 
communication between th e scattered camps 
of th e Ru ssian r ef ugees. The stamps we re 
avail able fo r purchase in th e infl ated rubles 
th at had been brought f rom the C rimea. 
They co uld also be purchased w ith fo reign 
I 
. 3 13 
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THE WRANGEL ARMY IN TURKEY 
cu rrencies a t the following rates: 10,000 
Rubl es ( Denikin Rubl es )-1 o piastres-2 
Dinars (Serb ian )-! Franc (French) . 

The funds derived from th e sale of th e 
stamps were used to defray th e cost of th e 
operation of the P ost and any moni es r ema in­
ing were turned over to the military fo r th e 
payment of the military couriers used to carry 
the mail outside of Turkey. The cove rs 
used to illus t rate th is ar ticle have all been 
genuinely used in the Ru ssian P os t. This fact 
has been verified in seve ral cases by actual 
examination of th em by the people to whom 
they were addressed. The mass of ev idence 
a ll points to th e real need for th e Post and to 
the fact that it was ex tensively used during 
its sho rt li fe. 

The ca ncellations used we re all of one 
general type ; a large single- lined ci rcle di­
vided into three parts as illustrated. The 
language used was Russian except fo r the 
dates, which were in French. The upper 
third of the ci rcl e contains th e lege nd " Ru s­
sian Post," th e middle third the date, and 
the lower third th e name of the town or 
camp. The inks used on the stamp pads 
were bl ack, violet, green, blue and red. T he 
m arks of Constantinople a re only seen in 
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black or violet; Lem nos is seen in blue or 
g reen, Bizerte only in green, Belgrade in 
violet , and Kh alki in black or g reen. With 
th e exception of Catt aro, which is in red, the 
other post offices used black or violet. These 
post marks are illu str ated as far as possible. 

The stamps surcharged were those avai l­
able either in th e C rimea or in Turkey it­
self. Both the first and second . issue sur­
cha rges were printed by lithography. The 
se tting was probably made to be applied to 
twenty-five stamps at a time, as the sheet of 
one hund red st amps was divided into four 
panes of twenty-five. However, as no la rge 
blocks have been avail abl e for examination, 
more information is r equired on the subject 
of th e se ttings. For th e first issue three 
colors we re used ; blue, red and bl ack ; for 
th e second brown was also used along wi th 
the colors already mentioned. 

The first su rcharge was applied to the 
st amps of Russia, R uss ian Offices in Turkey, 
and th e Denikin issue of South Russia. The 
Ru ssian s tamps used were the issue of 1909-
17 , perf. 13 0 and q x q 0 ; th e imperforate 
stamps of th e same designs, issued by th e 
K erensky Government; and th e 1, 5 and 10 
kopec P ost al Savings st amps. 
. 3 15 
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THE WR ANGEL ARMY I N TURK EY 
A very small quantity of th e 5 Ruble Rom­
anoff comm emorative , and the 3,0 and 7 
Ru ble st amp s of 1902 on vertically laid pa­
per also rece ived th e first type surch arge. 
Th e second surch a rge w as applied to th e 
sta mps of Ru ss ia, the Ukrai ne and th e Ru s­
sian Offices in Turkey. The Ru ssian st amps 
were of th e 1909- 17 issue, and th e K erensky 
imperforates. 

Th e U krainian st amps were those pre­
pared by ove rprinting th e R ussian stamps 
with the trid ent of St. V ladimir. The st amps 
used bore ove rpr ints of Odessa, Kh arkov 
and Ekaterinoslav. A small qu antity of th e 
5 R uble on 20 kopeck st amp issued by 
W range! in th e Crimea a lso rece ived th e sec­
ond type su rcharge . The errors occur ring 
a re the co mmon ones of inver ted su rcha rges, 
and of mi ss in g surcha rges se-tenant with sur­
cha rged stamps. 

There is one error of spe ll ing whi: h occurs 
on two st amps of th e first issue. Th is con­
sists of "PYCCHIN" for " PYCC HO N" 
and occ urs on only two st amps, th e 5000 R. 
THE C'Ol.LECTOPS CLUB PH I LATELIST, VOL. XXV II , NO
on 15 kop. and the 5000 R. on 20 kop. (Scotts 
2+6-2+7). The existence of thi s erro r argues 
fo r th e premise of more th an one se tting of 
th e first type surcharge. No useful purpose 
can be se rved by providing a check li st of the 
iss ued st amps. The re ader is referred to 
Sco tt 's "S tand a rd Postage Stamp Catalogue." 

I wi sh to take this opportunity to extend 
my th anks to th e many non -philatelists who 
have, th rough their own wishes, given me 
valu able help in ca rryin g out thi s research. 
Lt is at their exp ressed desire th at th ei r 
names a re not revealed. I want to thank 
i'\. V . Savitzky and H. Shenitz for th eir aid 
in co mpiling thi s data and for ac ting as trans­
lato rs and inte rprete rs. Without th ei r help 
this a rticle co uld neve r have been w ritten. 
Tl~ e fo ll o" ·in g: publica tions h ave been used for 
refe rence : "The History of th e Russian 
Revoluti on," by Willi am H . Chamberlain, 
and " Die P ost Der Ru ss ischen Armee Wran­
g:e l in Konst antinopl e by W . Ru egg, which 
a;Jpea red in Schweizer Brief marken-Zei tung 
of Jul y, 19+6. 
. 3 17 
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COSTA RICA 
First Postage Stamps of 1863 

Costa Rican government archives 

and American Bank Note Co. files 

yield official data on the issue 

By R. ]. MECH! w ith ALEX A. COHEN 
( This article is th e sec ond in a series of 
three-the first having appeared in th e 
April issu e (Pages 7 to 17 ). Th e final 
installm ent is scheduled to appear in 
th e O ctob er issu e.)-Eo. 

][ 

N sequence we have on the following 
page, the original letter in the Costa 
Rican Foreign Office archives from the 

Minister to the United States (don Luis 
:Molin a) answering the letter from th e Costa 
Ric an Mini ster of Foreign R ela tions , which 
is tr ansl a ted as follows: 

Washington , Sept. 21 , 1863. 
Ko. 5 1 
His Excellency, Mr. J. Volio, 
Minister of Foreign R ela tions of Costa 

Rica, 

San J ose'. 

In view of Y o ur Excellency's order 
No. 53 of August 30, last , I have writ­
ten to th e Pres ident of th e Bank Note 
Co mp a ny which engraved and printed 
th e postage st amps for th e Republic, 
for th e purpose of lea rnin g the most 
conveni ent manner of filling the new 
o rde r for 1 o ,ooo of th e value of one 
peso and 20,000 of four r eales or half 
a peso. suggestin g th at perh aps th e al­
te ra tion of a si ngle one of the already 
ex istin g plates might be sufficient ow-
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ing to the small quantity ordered. As 
soon as I receive a reply I shall decide 
the most convenient in order that 
Your Excellency's order mentioned be 
filled withou t delay and in th e most 
economical manner. 

Meanwhile I have the satisfaction of 
reiterati ng assurances of considera­
tion and appreciation wi th which I am 
Your E xcellency's very obedient se rv­
an t , 

September 22. 

Addition 

At the last minute I received the 
reply of which I attach a copy, accord­
ing to which it wi ll be necessary to 
order the engraving of new plates, 
because it will be more expensive to 
change one of th e old ones. 

I sha ll give th e necessa ry order with­
out delay in order to comply with th at 
of Y our Excellency as soon as poss ible, 
but the printing bein g so inexpensive 
it m ight perhaps be expedient to in­
crease it to 20 or 50 thous and stamps; 
and it is probable th at I shall decide 
to do so, as I can not conceive that 
any loss might result th e refrom to the 
State. 

I repea t myself Your Excellency's 
very obedient se rvant. 

(s igned) Luis Molin a. 
 23 



COSTA RI CA-FIRST POSTAGE STAMPS OF 1863 
~ 
' ' . 
Sir: 

COPY 
Am e rican Bank Note Company 

New York, Sept. 21, 1863 . 

W e have received your favor of 18th 
in st ., to which I beg to reply that the 
best " ·ay to produce the t\\'o new stamps 
is to m ake new pl ates expressly for 
th em. The cost of these pl ates will 
be th e sa me as for the plates of " media 
rea l" and "dos reales" stamps; viz. 
$ 100 each. The st amps printed from 
the plates, wi ll cost complete, as be­
for e, at the rate of $25 for 100,000 

st amps, more or le ss. 
Your plan to alter th e pl ates now 

mad e, cannot be done_ except at a very 
great expense. 

Very r espectfull y, 
(signed) W. R. Bli ss, 

Secy. 
Senor L uis Molina 

L ega ti on of Costa Rica, W ashington. 
THE COL
The above copy of th e letter from the 
America n Bank r\ ote Company to l\Ir. l\1o­
lin a is from th e archives of the Costa R ican 
F o reign Office and is in th e hand\\·riting of 
don Lui s :dolin a. It checks exactly with th e 
photost atic copy of th e same letter from th e 

copy book of th e American B ank Note Com­
pany which w as furni shed us through th e 
cour tesy of W alter E. Smith. 

A photostatic copy of the following letter 
from the copy book of th e American B ank 
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CosTA R1cA-F1RsT PosTACE STAMPS OF 1863 
Note Company was given to th e writer of 
this ar ticle th rough the kindness of Walter 
E. Smith of th at company: 

Sept. 30, 63. 
Sir, 

have you r favor of 28th in st. and 
note you r directions for Engraving two 
plates fo r postage Stamps for Costa 
Rica. 

Your directions sh all have our ca reful 
attention, in every particular. 

I think w e ca n h ave the Stamps ready 
to deliver on 1st November next , to 
th e pe rson whom you may des ignate. 

Yours respectfully, 

(s igned) W. R . Bli ss, Secy. 

Sr. Luis Molina, 
Legation of Costa Rica, W ashing ton . 

A s will be noted in th e "Transc ript of the 
Reco rd s" of the American Bank Note Com­
pany which follows , th e "o rder was ente red 
in th e reco rd book for engraving plates for 
4 reals and 1 peso stamps and printing 200 
shee ts of + reals and 1 oo sheet s of 1 peso," 
making it clear th at don Luis Molin a did 
not go th rough with hi s id ea of inc reasing 
the number o rigin ally specifi ed by th e Min­
ister of Foreign Rela tions. 

Following is a very fi ne transcr ipt from the 
records of the American Bank ~ ote Com­
pany, a lso fu rnished us through the cou r­
tesy of Mr. Smith: 

Costa Rica 
Stamps 

Iss ue of 1863- 1875 

Outline Summary of All Data Available 
This Date in th e R eco rd s of th e Ame rican 
Bank Note Company. June 1 o, 1936. 

October 11 . 1862-Lette r fro m Sec reta ry of 
the American B ank Note Company to 
Royal Ph elps, cove rin g order fro m Mr. 
Molina, Costa Rica Legation , W ash., D. C. 
for th e engraving of post age st amps for 
Costa Rica ( )/, and 2 reals). 

October 11 , 1862- 0rder entered in reco rd 
book for engr aving plates for Y, and 2 
reals stamp s and printing 2500 impres-
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sions of each denomination , perforating 
and gumming. 

January 1 7, 1863-Bill to Costa Rica Post 
Office Depa rtment for engraving plates 
for Y, and 2 re als stamps and printing 2500 
impress ions of each denomination and tin 
and wood box. 

February 7, 1863-Bill paid by Costa Rica 
Post Office Department. 

F ebru a ry 7, 1 863-Shipped to Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Costa Rica, San Jose'. 
(Ca re of the Commander of the Port of 
Punta renas) 2500 impressions each of Y, 
and 2 rea ls stamps. 

September 21, 1863-Letter from Secretary 
of the American Bank Note Company to 
Lui s l\lolina, Legation of Costa Rica, 
W ash., D. C. in regard to engraving of 
th e + reals and I peso stamps. 

September 30, 1863-Letter from Secretary 
of the Am erican B ank Note Company to 
Lui s Molina, L ega tion of Costa Rica, 
W ash., D . C. acknowledging o rd er for en­
g ravin g plates for + re als and peso 
s tamps. 

September 30, 1863-0rder entered 1n rec­
ord book for engraving pl ates for + real s 
and 1 peso stamps and printing 200 sheets 
of + reals and 100 sheets of 1 peso. 

O ctober 8, 1863-Letter from Secretary of 
the American Bank Note Company to Luis 
Molina, L ega tion of Costa Rica , W ash., 
D . C. enclosing proofs for approval of co lor 
of + reals and 1 peso st amps. 

October 30, 1 863- L etter from Secretary of 
th e American Bank Note Company to Luis 
l\llolin a, Legat ion of Costa Rica, W ash., 
D. C. notifying stamps ready for ship­
ment. (+ reals and 1 peso) . 

Novembe r 2, 1863- Delivered per order 
from Costa Rica L egation 200 shee ts of 
+ reals and 1 o :> sheets of 1 peso to go by 
~. teamer the 3d. 

'.\ ovember 2, 1863- Bill rendered to Costa 
Rica P ost Office Department for + reals 
and 1 peso stamps. 

~ ovember 3. 1863-Bill paid. 
Septembe r, 186-- 0rder ente red in reco rd 

book for printing 5000 impressions of Y, 
real and 2 reals each. 500 impress ions of 
4 reals and 250 impress ions of 1 peso. (We 
were not able to locate any correspondence 
leading to this order). 
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COSTA RICA-FIRST POSTAGE STAMPS OF 1863 
October 14, I 865-Letter from Secretary of 
the American Bank Note Company to H. E. 
Don Julian Volio, Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs, San Jose', Costa Rica. Notice of 
shipment by Wells Fargo Express per 
"Ocean Queen" sailing 16 October 1865. 
2000 impress ions each of Y, real and 2 
reals , 500 impressions of 4 reals and 250 
impressions of l peso. 

October 14, 1865-Record of shipment of 
the four denominations in delivery record 
book. 

November 20, 1865- Letter from Secretary 
of the American Bank Note Company to 
H. E . Don Julian V olio, Secretary of For­
eign Affairs, San Jose', Costa Rica. Notice 
of shipment per steamer "Baltic" on 21 
November 3000 impressions each of Y, real 
and 2 re als. 

November 20, 1865-Record of sh ipment of 
the Y, and 2 reals in delivery record book. 

November 21 , 1865-Bill sent to J. J. Barri! , 
19 Nassau St. for the October 14 and No­
vember 20 shipm ents. 

November 28, 1865-Bill for th e October 14 
and November 20 shipments paid. 

December 24, r 872-0rder entered in record 
book to print 20,000 impressions 100 on 
Y, real , paper ... folio 19x24.20. (We 
were not able to locate any correspond­
ence le ad ing to this order). 

February 18, 1873-Letter from Secretary 
of the American Bank Note Company to 
M. Perez & Obarrio noting that Y, real 
stamps are ready for delivery, ask ing w here 
to deliver. 

February 18, 1873-Letter from Secretary of 
the American B ank Note Company to M. 
Perez & Obarrio. Notice of shipment by 
" H. Chauncey" 5 boxes addressed to Gov­
ernm ent of Costa Rica a t Puntarenas, con­
taining 20,000 impressions of Y, real 
stamps. 

February 18, 1873-Bill rendered for 20,000 
impressions of Y, real. 

February I8, I873-Delivery record shows 
sh ipment per " H. Chauncey" cancelled and 
shipment held over to next steamer. 

February 20, I873-Delivery record shows 
shipment of 20,000 impressions of Y, real 
stamps delivered to M. Perez & Obarrio. 

April 26, I 873-Bill paid for 20,000 impres­
s10ns Y, real. 
THE C
June 18, 187 5-Letter from Secretary of the 
American Bank Note Company to Messrs. 
Hobson , Hurtado & Co. acknowledging re­
ceipt of official order on June r 7 from Min­
ister of Finance, Costa Rica for printing 
3,000,000 Y, real st amps. States th at plate 
will have to be retouched after printing 
2,500 impressions. 

June 18, I875-0rder entered in record 
book for printing 2,500 impressions of Y, 
real stamps and after retouching plate 
printing 27,500 impressions of same. 

June 21, 1875-0rder entered in engraving 
record book to retouch plate of !/i real 
stamps. 

-Plate No . 1 broken. 

July 9, 1875-Plate I\o. 2 made and hard­
ened. 

July 14, 1875-Letter from Secretary of 
American Bank Note Company to Hobson, 
Hurtado & Co. Notice of shipment per 
Wells Fargo & Co. on steamer "Colon", 
2,500 impressions of Y, real stamps. 

July 14, 1875-Record of shipment of 2,500 
impressions of · Y, real stamps in delivery 
record book, addressed to Santiago McKay, 
San Jose', Costa Rica. 

July I9 , 1875-Plate No. r cancelled. 
August II, I875-Letter from Secretary of 

the American Bank Note Company to 
Hobson , Hurtado & Co. Notice of ship­
ment per steamer "Colon" 5,000 impres­
s10ns of Y, real stamps addressed to San­
tiago McKay, San Jose', Costa Rica. 

August J 1, 187 5-Record of shipment in de­
livery record book of 5,000 impressions of 
Y, real stamps. 

October I3 , I875-Letter from Secretary of 
th e American Bank Note Company to 
Hobson , Hurtado & Co. Notice of ship­
ment per steamer "Colon" 22,500 impres­
sions of Y, real stamps. 

October 13, 187 5-Record of shipment in de­
livery record book of 22,500 impressions 
of Y, real stamps. 

October 13, I87 5-Bill rendered for 30,000 
impressions Y, real stamps. 

October q , 187 5-Bill rendered for 30,000 
impressions of Y, real stamps. 

November 4, I875-Record book of the Sec­
retary of the American Bank Note Com­
pany of payments received shows payment 
for 30,000 impressions of Y, real. 
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COSTA R ICA - F IR S T PO S T AGE S TA MPS OF 1 863 
( Note th a t in th e above t abl e the w ord 
" reales" is spell ed " reals" to confo rm to th e 
o r igin al text of th e "Transcript fro m th e 
R ecords" of th e Ame rican Bank Note C om­
pany.) 

The two items dated Feb ru ary 7, 1863 ce r­
t ainl y cou ld not be mo re explicit as to how 
many impressions were shipped, paid for and 
·on what date the fi rst st amps of thi s issue 
w ere scheduled to be shi pped.8 It is interest­
ing to note the de lay in shi pment wh ich might 
have occurred fro m t here be ing no steamer 
ava il able, possibly due to th is being at the 
he ight of our Civil W ar. A t able showing 
<J rd e rs, shipping da tes and the numbe r of 
s t amps printed, etc., furn ished through the 
·co urtesy of the A mer ican B ank .1\ ote Com­
pany, is given he re: 
The second pla te for th e 0 real \\·as made 
afte r prin t in g th e 2500 shee ts wh ich were 
shipped 7/ q /75. This second plate was 
used fo r pri ntin g the las t two lots of st amps 
shi pped, as shown in the table above refe rred 
to. 

It shou ld be noted here th a t the va r io us 
su rcharges must be ded ucted fro m th e above 
fig ures to give the complete info rm ation. T his 
w il l be done, to th e best of our abi lity, late r 
in thi s article. 

It is obvious f ro m th e precedin g da ta th a t 
st ateme nts as to st amps of thi s iss ue being 
received in Costa Rica during 1862 such as 
::-.J arr ine r 's, "Th e fir st printi ngs of st amps 
reached Costa Rica a t th e end of O ctober, 

s Note t hat Letter N o. 2 1 clea rl y specifi ed 2 5 0,000 

!' tamps each of the ~ rea l and the 2 rea ls v alu es. 
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r862 , and was soon in use."9 is ridiculous. 
U ndoub ted ly, th ey we re put in use promptly 

upon th eir receip t ! So far we have been un­
able to uncover any accu ra te da t a as to the 
exact da te stamps we re fi rst placed on sale in 
Costa Rica. 

A nother example of " misin fo rm at ion" 
might we ll be recorded here . In Th e R ecord 
of P hilat ely, Vol. I , No. JO , J anu ary 1936, 
a tabl e of shipments simil a r to th at previously 
given, is also presented. The only trouble is 
th a t th e SAME THREE er ro rs w ere made 
as we re made by thi s author in an a rticle 
ent itl ed " Costa Rica, I ss ue of l 863," which 
appea red in S T AMPS fo r J anu ary 5, 1935 
on page JO. T he e rror s we re in r epo rting 
the shipment of 2/7 / 63 as being m ade on 
1/ 17/ 63, th at of 2/ 20/ 73 as bei ng made on 
2/16/73 and th at of 11 /3/63 as being made 
on 11 / 2/ 63 . This brilli ant (s ic) a rticle in 
T he R ecord of Ph ilately furth er st ates, "The 
pla tes for all values w ere fo r 100 st amps and 
these pla tes, af te r bein g ca nce lled on th e 19th 
of July, 1875, \\·ere di sposed of and, w e be­
li eve, a re now in th e hand s of an American 
co llector. " It should be unn ecessa ry to point 
out th e fa ll acy of thi s st a tement, but fo r th e 
benefi t of any coll ec tors wh o may still have 
th e slightes t doubts on thi s subject, th e 
Am erican Bank No te C om pany st ates, "Plate 
proofs a re in our possess ion, held un de r the 
regul a ti ons above refe rred to, AS W E LL AS 
THE PLATE S THEM SELVES, WITH 

'"The Ren les Iss ue of Costa C ica . A Stud y." By 
T. F. 1\I arriner, in Gibbo ns Stamp .llo11 tldy, October 
~n<l N ovembe r, 1928. 
Date 112 2 
Orde r of Sh ipped Rea l Rea ls 

10 / 11 / 62 21 7 / 63 2 ,500 2, 500 
9 /3 0 / 63 11 / 3 / 63 

Sept . 1865 10 / 14 / 65 2 ,000 2 ,000 
Sept. 1865 11 / 20 / 6 5 3 ,000 3 ,000 
12 / 24 / 72 2 120 17 3 20,000 

6 / 18/7 5 7 / 14 /7 5 2 ,500 

6 / 18 / 7 5 8 / 11 /75 5, 000x 
6 / 18/7 5 10 / 13 /7 5 22,500 x 

Shee ts 
100/ on 57, 500 7,500 

Tota l Num ber 
of 

Sta mps 5 ,750,000 750,000 

4 
Rea ls 

200 
500 

700 

Peso Remarks 

(Complete ) 
100 (Complete ) 
250 # 1 (Part ) 

# 2 (Comple te ) 
In 5 boxes, # 3, 4, 5, 6 , 7 

(Comp lete ) 
#8 (Part ) x " Printed from 

the new Pl ate. " 
#9 (Par t ) 

#10, 11 , 12, 13 (Complete ) 

350 

70,000 35,000 
. 3 27 



COSTA RICA-FIRST POSTAGE STAMPS OF 1863 
THE EXCEPTION OF THE FIRST Yi 
REAL PLATE WHICH WAS CAN­
CELLED 7 /19/7 5." (The capita ls in the 
above qu otation are the writer's.) 

The information in the article in STAMPS 
was obtained for us through the kindness of 
0. G. Reichelt from the American Bank 
l\ ote Company in June, I 934 before we were 
in touch with officials of that company. It 
should only be necessary to examine the seal 
of th e American Bank Note Company which 
appears on their letter heads and which 
It ine rary of the First Stamps in Reaching San Jose' 

Departure 
Embarcation Date 

In 1863 
Via Destination 

Arrival 
Date 

New York 
Aspinwall 
Panama 
Puntarenas 

Feb. 11 .,. 
Feb. 21 or 22 

Mar. l X 
Mar. 5 

Steamer " Ocean Queen"* 
Panama Railroad 

Steamer "Guatemala"X 
Ox Cart or Mule Back 

Aspinwall * 
Panama 

Puntarenas X 
San Jose 

Feb . 21 ·· 
Feb. 22 or 23 

Mar. 4 X 
Mar. 11or12 ** 
states, "PLATES ENGRAVED ONLY ON 
CONDITION THAT THEY REMAIN 
IN THE CUSTODY OF THIS COM­
P ANY." (Capitals are the author's). 

A comparison of the two articles will also 
show many points which were cribbed directly 
from the article in ST A NIPS and it is prob­
ably not necessary to point out th at E. F. 
Hurt, publisher at that time of T!t e R eco 1·d 
of P!tilat l' l)' , neglected (?) to state the source 
of his information! 

Surcharges 

While the surcharges on this issue, both 
those made by the government of Costa Ric a 
and the fakes , have no place in . this article, 
certain re lations they do bear to this first 
issue must be considered. It is worth noting 
here that all writers on these surcharges seem 
to assume that sometime in I881 Costa Rica 
suddenly decided to change to the decimal 
system.10 

As a matter of fact " by decree of November 
24, l 863 the decimal system was adopted for 
monies and was put in practice from the year 
l 86+" ll while decimal units as applied to 

*Data fro'11 the New York Publi c Library. 
X Data from issues of the Ga:::eta Offi cia l. 
** From art icle s and letters of the period; note th is 
was during the ramy season. 
2~ THE C
postal rates " ·e re 111 effect in Costa Rica as 
early as June 9, 1866! This fact will be 
brought out later under " Rates ." Undoubt­
ed ly, the finest article on the surcharges ap­
peared in the Costa Rica Filat elica, Nos. 6, 
7 and 8 (March, July and October I934) and 
was written by the well-known Costa Rican 
philatelist, don Alfredo Moya. 

At this point it might be of some use to 
show th e comparison of numbers used in 
Scott's Catalogue, Kohl's H andbuch and the 
Grosses H andbuch: 
O

Scotts Kohl's Grosses 
No. 9 No. 7 No. 7 
No. 7 No. 81 No. 8 
No. 8 No. 8II No. 9 
No. 13 No. 9 No. IO 
No. r+ No. IO No. l I 

No. 15 No. I I No. I2 

In a letter dated April 23, 1936 Dr. Munk 
stated as follows: 

" In answer to your letter of l\1arch 19 I 
am glad to advise you that the information 
given in Kohl's Handbuch, Vol. 1 , pg. 744/45 
about the sale of the first issue of Costa Rica 
... was based on detailed information given 
in the "Grosses Handbuch der Philatelie," 
by C. Linden burg, Vol. I , pg. +02. " A tr ans­
la tion from this work of the passage referred 
to by Dr. Munk w as very kindly made for 
us by Mr. D. D. Berolzheimer and is as fol­
lows: From Grosses Handbuch der Phila­
telie, begun by Otto Teltz, continued by C. 
Lindenberg with the Costa Rica section writ­
ten by C. Joris in Munich, Vol. I, page 402. 
"N B. The stamps No. 10, I I and I2, can-

to "Le Timbre Poste." Vol. 19 , Apr. 1, 188r. "The 
Philateli c Record," Vol. II I, Mar. 1881. "Kohl's 
1-fa nclbu ch," 1 1 AuAage Liferung 51 page 7-+3· 
1l Tran slated from "Republica de Costa Rica" by J. B. 
Ca I , ·o, page 1 1 C). 
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ce ll ed \\"ith th e dates Nov. or D ec. 1882,12 
are very rare. 

Th e ca ncelled and uncance ll ed stamps­
with and ,,·ithout dates-which appea r in 
large qu antities in the trade , were made out 
of courtesy for R oss ( the buye r of the re­
mainders of th e Rea les stamps) on his re­
quest ,-after the new iss ue was already in 
circu lation. These remain de rs conta ined also 
some origin als of th ese st amps, with which, 
ho\\·ever. the respective buyer in l\ e,,. Y o rk 
did not seem to be sa ti sfied. He wan ted 
everyth in g surcha rged , with seve ral types as 
JO , ( 10) ,,·ith and ,,·ithout th e letters U .P.U. , 
also ''ith OFI CIAL, etc. 

This surplus stock o rigi nall y consisted of 
3,0+6,890 pieces as fo llo\·\·s : 

without su rcha rge 

2,615 ,000-;/i R ea l blue 
385,000-2 R eales orange-red 
23,000-+ R eales g reen 
10,500-1 P eso ye llow-orange 

Provi sional s with surcharge 

2,800-5 cts. blue , surcharge red 
900-10 cts. ora nge red, su rcharge bl ack 
+90-20 cts. green, surcha rge r ed 

The l\e,,· York merchant ( R oss)l3 pa id 
$5, SOO for these stamps and had th e fo llow­
ing stamps made: 
200,000 
200 ,000 
200,000 
l 50,000 

Sets. blue, surcharge red, wi th & without U. P. U. 
2cts. blue, surcharge red, with & without U. P. U. 

65,000 
20,000 

3,000 
3,000 
l ,500 
9,200 

l cto. blue, surcha rge red, with & without U. P. U. 
" OFICIAL," blue, surcharge red, w ith & wi thout U. P. U. 
l Octs . o range red, surcharge black, w ith & wi thout U. P. U. 
"OFICIAL" orange red, surcha rge bl ack, wi th & without U. P. U. 
2 0CTS. green, surcha rge red , wi th & wi thout U. P. U. 
" OFICIAL" green, su rcharge red, with & wi thout U. P. U. 
" OFICIAL" yellow, surcharge black, wi th & wi thout U. P. U. 
2cts . blue , surcha rge red , with U. P. U. 
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The contract between the government of 
Costa Rica and i\ I r. Ross lists th ese stamps 
in th e above seque nce. Then, however , the 
o riginal s fo ll ow in ad dition , i. e. the re­
maind ers of th e U. P .U. st amps. It reads as 
follow s: 

2,800 blue 5 ce ntavos U. P . U. 
900 red 10 ce ntavos U. P. U. 
+90 green 20 cent avos U. P. U . 

Acco rd in gly, th ese st amps would th erefore 
have a value onl y for co llecto r s of u sed 
sta mps,-\\"hen no doubt ex ists conce rning 
th e cance ll a ti ons. A s men ti oned above, these 
pos t age st amps were st amped (hand stamped ) 
but only ,,·ith the yea r date "83," usually 
"Enero" (January) . 

The co ntract of sale is dated December 
22 , 1883; th at is a t leas t a year after demone­
tiz ation of the st amps, and a t least 8 month s 
af ter l\11 r. Ross had already placed th e stamps 
on sale in 1' ew York. " 

The import ance to us of th ese surch arges 
lies in our attempt to form some idea as to 
the ACTUAL number of st amps used for 
post al purposes du ring th e period of their 
use . In orde r to do thi s a new t able h as 
been made up. It should be borne in mind 
th at our es tim ate which of th e surcharged 
Y, r ea l st amps were from Pla te I and which 
~~> ere from Pl ate II is merely our best es ti­
mate. This t abl e appears on th e following 
page. 
1.1 ·\.Ve <l o not see j ust \\'h y nny of the U. l'. U. sur­
clrnrg-cs shou ld ha ve been used BEFORE J an. 1, 1883 
as Costa Rica <lid not join that oq~·anizat i on until that 
date. \.Ve know from a le tter fro m the Rme rican 
Bank Not e Com pany that the 1883 issue wtts sh ipped 
from New York on D ec. 12, 1882. Further from 
'"T he Phil a1el ic Record," V~J. Y , Feb. 1883, page 5 
11 
••• th:n the se sta mp s ( Scott's Nos. 13 and 1~ , the 

authors) \\'Crc created for use by one mai l only, the 

new stamp s having- arr ived at Port Limon but not 
ha\·ing- been l:111ded . . .. There nrc no lette rs marked 
San Jose, 18t h Janu ary, 1883." Scott's No . 15 is 
ment io~1ed in the ne xt num ber of " Th e P hilat elic 
R eco rd" for the first ti 1n e. 

ia Ress wa s also said to have been a local resident 
of San J ose', of Scottish descent, and that hi s descend­
an ts are sti ll li ving in San Jose'. 
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COSTA RICA-FIRST POSTA GE STAMPS OF 1863 
Total stam ps printed by 
America n Bank Note Co .... .. . 

Sold to Ross, NOT su rcharged ... . 

Differences ..... .. ............... .. ..... . 
Governmen t su rcha rges, sold to 

Ross . ... ............ ....... .. ... .. .. ..... . 

Diffe rence . .. ....... ..... ................ . 
Gove rnmen t Surcha rges, ( 2c ts., 

l cto. & Se ts.), estimated , 
NOT sold to Ross ( 2 ) ........... . 

Sold for POST AL USE, I 863 1·0 
1883 by Gove rnment ..... .. .... . 

~ Real 
First 
Plate 

3,000,000 
1,000,000 

2 ,000,000 

4,000 ( l ) 

1,996,000 

23,000 

1,973 ,000 

;f Real 
Second 

Plate 

2 ,7SO,OOO 
l, 6 1S ,OOO 

l, l 3S,OOO 

8,000( l ) 

l , 127,000 

4S,OOO 

1,08 2 ,000 

2 
Reales 

7SO,OOO 
38S,000 

36S,OOO 

900 

364, l 00 

9, 100 

3SS ,OOO 

4 
Reales 

70,000 
23,000 

47,000 

490 

46,SlO 

4,Sl 0 

42,000 

Peso 

3S,OOO 
10,500 

24,SOO 

NONE 

24,SOO 

NONE 

24,SOO 

( 1) Inc ludes "2 ,800 Sets. b lue , surcharged red" and "9,200 2cts. blue, su rcharged red, 
with U. P. U." listed under the translation from " Grosses Handbuch der Phi la te li e." We believe 
t he item "9,200 2c ts. blue, surcharge red, with U. P. U." were Governme nt su rcharges BUT 
t hat the " U. P. U." was ADDED by Ross. 

(2) W e estimate the TOTAL number of sta mps of the first issue LEGITIMATELY su r­
charged BY THE GOVERNMENT to be as follows : On 1h rea l, first Plate stamps, 27 ,000 and 
second Plate sta mps, S3,000; on 2 real es $tamps, l 0,000; and on 4 reales stamps, S,000. 
We believe these estimates a re MAXIM UM f igures. 
As to th e remai nde rs sold to R oss we have 
merely guessed that 1,000,000 were from the 
first Pl a te of th e 0 real and that I ,6I5,ooo 
were from the seco nd Pl ate of this s t amp. 
Whil e this number fro m the first Plate may 
seem high , it is know n th at the fa king he did, 
using a dated canceller mentioned by Dr. 
:Munk , " ·as al most who lly done on stamps 
of the first Pl a te of the Y, re al value. It 
\rould folio\\· that he must have had a very 
goodly number of these part icul a r stamps as 
the fake ca nce llations (or postmarks) are a 
drug on the market . An exp lanat ion of why 
he obtained so many stamp s from the first 
Pl ate lies in the fact that many sheets became 
stuck together from the climatic conditions 
at various post offices. 

For in stance , the present owners of Erring­
ton & "'.\I art in of London told l\!l r. Cohen, 
,,d1i le he \\·as in Europe in 1937, that at the 
time th ey took over the firm (about 1926), 
th ey found large amounts of the Ross re­
mainders and that they destroyed them then 
and there; one such item " ·as a "soli d cake" 
of approximately 50,000 of the 2 reales in 
full sheets! Traces of this condition will be 
found on the face of many of the stamps with 
Ross-fa ked ca ncel lations and they occur nea rly 
al\\·ays " ·ithout gum or if with gum, the ten­
dency to stick together is even more clearly 
sho\\·n. 
30 THE C
U nd oubted ly, this very "smell y" transac­
tion of sellin g th ese remaind ers, plus R oss' 
subsequent ac ti vities of havi ng add iti onal sur­
cha rges made and of hav ing been furnished 
with an a uth entic cance ller, accou nts for 
much of th e unpopu la rity of th ese really 
classic stamps. 

Rates 

While we know th at no sta mps reached 
San Jose' before early l\.Iarch 1863, from 
th e follo"·ing "·e may be sure th a t the new 
r a tes, contained in Decree l\o. 2 of Sep­
tember 9, I862 , became effective on th at day: 

" REPORT OF THE POSTAL SERVICE-1862. 

Decree !\" o. 2 of the 18th of the 
proper month ( propio mes) 14 hav ing 
been put into eff ec t , arranging payment 
and collection of postage on correspond­
ence passini.>; th rough the interior and 
foreign mai ls, . . . this disposition is 
highly useful to the public in general, 
as it facilitates frequent communications 
th rough the lower ing of postage f ees: 

11 The datn ~ivcn, Augu~t 18, 1862, refers to when 
this Decree " '" ' pa sse d bv the legis lature but before it 
"·as signed by the Pre sident of Costa Rica. 
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... for the moment, th e incom e (of the 
postal service) h as diminished, there is 
no doubt that it will gradually increase 
until exceeding by much the amount 
obta ined befor e th e issuance of the said 
law 

(signed) Francisco Echeverria. 
Minister of the Treasury." 

and 
T HE C01. LECTURS C LU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVll , NO. 3
"REPORTS OF THE POSTAL SERVICE 

1863-1864 
.. For the purpose of confirming my 

statement regarding the actu al income 
from post age fees not as yet being the 
same as those received befor e th e issu­
ance of tariff No. 4r of S eptemb er 9, 
r862, I make the followin g compari­
son , . 

(signed) Francisco E cheverria. 
ilinistry of the Treasury." 
(The italicised words in the excerpts from these reports a re the work of the writer.) 

Table I of Rates 

FIRST CLASS MAIL I 
I c fr 

<lJ - ·=:· 
..c - -0 
3·=<· 2 

!1J 
c c 

,..; "'<lJ :.". <lJ .2 x :J 
0 "' "' mo <lJ ... ~ 

0 "' . "' ... LL iJ 2 a. 
<lJ N ~ N ~ E ;$! - 0 111'+- c -0 -0.., 

~ 

... 0 0 <lJ 

]~ 
a.~ ,..; .2 <( a. :J ~ 0 ~E c .n- o ...; ... <lJ "' !1J 0 . 0 "'no 0.-o <lJ 

£ .c .c ~ ~ - ~ !1J no 
N !1J N 111 ~ !1J <lJ !1J 

~ <lJ "' ... ~c "' 0£ 0£ <lJ ·- "' ..>t. 

"' w- <lJ a. noo u 
<lJ ~ ;:;~ ..c > <lJ a. c · ~ !1J 

....J Vl 0 er: ·- ::J a. a. 

Values in Reales 

1859 _______________ , ___ ------- - - ------- ------

Interior . ... .... .... ..... . ... . .... .. .......... .. ¥2 4 Free 
- - -------------1·-- ------ - - - ------ --- ---

From Ports and Frontiers 
of Costa Rica .. .. .. ... .... ... ... ... . . 2 3 4 3 Free 3 

---------------1-----------· ------ ------
Republics of 

Central America . Y 2 4 6 8 3 8 Free 3 

_Fo_r_e-ig_c_~_n_~_r~_~_A_m_e_r_ic_a_n_. _· · _··_··_· ·_··_· _··_··_··_, __ 4_ --8-~~1~2~~1~~-1-6~~ --6-- _ 1_2_ - F-re_e_ -_-_-6~~ 
Y. Except correspondence and 

oarcels to and from San Juan del 
Norte which were subject to Same 
Rates and conditions as Fo reign , 
Non Central American . 

September 9 , 1862. _______________ , ___ - - - --- - -- ------

Interior 1 1 1h 2 2 4 Free 

?oreign 2 
- 4- _ 6_ 1_8_ - 8- --8-1--2-

Note s 

<lJ -
~ ()\ 
u ~ 
Q) Q) 

o.n 
E 

- <lJ m ._ 
. a. 

... <lJ 
~ Vl 

<( .._ 
<lJ 0 
<lJ 

Vl 

''' Spanish , " pliegos o paquetes," translated either "sheets or parcel s" or " letters under 
cover or parcels. " 

** Spani sh , " encomiendas, " translated "small packages." 
X Except those received via San Juan del Norte (Greytown l route which were 1;2 real 

for each 3 ounces. 
 JI 
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At thi s point the suggestion is made th at 
the re ader refer to the tr ansla tion of the De­
c ree No. 2 of September 9, 1862, which h as 
been given ea rlier , before r eading over th e 
T ables of R ates shown below and later in 
thi s article. We believe th a t these tables 
offer th e simples t manner in w hich to indi­
cate the new rates, as w ell as to show th e 
cha nges m ade in them with the introduction 
of a Post al Administration into the govern­
ment of Costa Rica. 

The most puzzling aspect of the rates speci­
fied in the Dec ree of September 9, I 862 ap­
pea rs in the second parag r aph of Art. 3 which , 
in the original Spanish, re ads as follow s, 
" Desd e Ia pub! icacion de est a ley no se ad­
miti ran eh la administracion de Correos en­
comiend as de din e ro , ni de ning una otra 
clase." This we transla te , as liter ally as pos­
sible, " From the publication of this la1v no 
sm a ll packages of currency no r of any other 
class will be admitted in the Administration 
of Posts." Obviously there must have been 
som e meth od available at this time for send­
ing small packages but so far w e have been 
unable to determine what it was! 

From Art. 7 it is equally obvious th at th e 
r es trictions in Art. 3 applied only to " interior" 
and "out go ing" (to for eign co untri es) pack­
ages. 

A cco rding to Art. 6, with the iss uance of 
this Decree No. 2 , it became obligatory to 
FULLY prepay a ll mail m atte r ( requiring 
payment ) which had not been the case 
previous to thi s time. 

We find no further change in r ates until 
the following Decree was enac ted:-

" DECRE E XV.1" 

The Sen ate and Chamber of R ep resenta­
tives of the R epublic of Costa Rica, mee ting 
in Congress, DECREE: 

Art. 1 . Post age on interior co rrespond ence 
will herea ft e r be charged in th e following 
m a nn e r: single letters-five centavos, double 
ones-ten, tripl e ones-fifteen and parcel s 
(paquetes) at the r ate of twenty centavos per 
ounce. 

Sub. P a r. Consequently, th e blue st amps, 
notwith standing th ei r lege nd, will be sold a t 
th e r ate of five centavos each. 

15 From Costa Rica Fil ate lica, No. 6, page 11 , '.\[arch 
19+3. Publi shed in the Gar cia O fir ial No. 372 of 
June 9, r 866 . 
32 THE C
Art. 2. Postage on printed matter a rriving 
from the ex terior shall be only one centavo 
for each ounce, while those leaving th e in­
terior for points outside the Republic will 
not have to pay this rate; printed books wi ll 
pay th e sa me post age of one centavo per 
ounce, wh ether rece ived o r sent in the mail 
sacks. 

Books, 1diateve r m ay be th ei r size and 
printed m atte r which a rrives or leaves sealed 
as lette rs a re not comprised in this disposi­
tion. 

Art. 3. For th e pu rpose of expediting th e 
despatch and delivery of co rrespond ence ar­
r iving from the exterior , th e placing of the 
necessa ry stamps on each letter o r parcel 
(paqu ete) will be omitted , th e presence of a 
representative of the Treasu ry D epa rtment 
being sufficient for preparation of acco unts 
of the Administration. 

Sub. P a r. During th e time th e Adminis­
tration and th e Treasu ry Representa tive are 
busy a rr anging (checking) co rrespondence 
the entrance of all persons into th e post office 
is prohibited . 

Art.+· Article 5 of law No. 2 of Sep tem­
ber 9, 1862 is hereby cance lled and th e Gov­
ernment is a uthorized to regul ate in which­
ever manner it considers most convenient th e 
mann e r of safegua rding and selling the 
stamps. 

Art. 5. The forementioned la11· o. 2 of 
September 9, 1862 is accord in gly changed. 

To th e Executive Power. 
BE IT PLACED IN FORCE. 

(s igned) Jose Maria C astro. 
The Secretary of State in the 

Treasury Branch. 
(signed) J. Vo lio. " 

H ere we h ad a uth o rity for postage r ates 
I!'\ CE!'\ TA VOS on cer tain classes of mail 
as early as Jun e 9 , 1866, while l'\O STAl\ IPS 
in centavo denomin a ti ons 11·ere placed in cir­
cu lation until 1883, unless we so conside r cer­
t ai n su rcha rges, presumably issued ea rly in 
1881. The " legend " referred to in th e Sub. 
P a r. of Art. l refe rs to , of course, the 
" :\1 E DIO REAL," which was equiv alent to 
6 Y-i cent avos ( 1/ 16 of a peso) befo re th e 5 
cen tavos specified above. It should be noted 
he re th at this Dec ree XV of June 9 . 1866 
DID NOT AFFECT FOREIGN RATES 
on first class m a il 1d1ich remained a t 2 reales 
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for a single letter ( less th an Y, ) or 25 centa­
vos i. e., one quarter of a peso, the peso equal­
lin g 100 centavos. A cover prov in g this 
statement is shown here, as it ca rries five Y, 
real stamps to pay the single letter Foreign 
rate on March 25 , 1868 ( th e date of the 
enclosure ) . 

In other words af ter June 9, 1866 ( De­
cree XV) five Y, real st amps were of the 
same valu e as a si ngle 2 reales stamp , both 
being equivalent to 25 centavos or )!,! of a 
peso. We migh t add th a t th e writer has 
quite a few covers used to foreign cou ntries 
(some as late as Dece mber, 1882) and each 
bea rs a sin gle 2 reales st amp. 

It is worth noting here that th e reduc tion 
in Foreign rates on printed matter to one 
cen tavo per ounce rate on incoming mat ter, 
with out-going matter free (except " printed 
books" which were one centavo per ounce in 

either case) , w as a dis t inct saving as com­
pared to the 1862 rates. 

At this point it is well for us to consid er 
the peculiar system, which became effective 
with Decree No. 2 of September 9, 1862, of 
requiring the use of st amps to pay th e cha rges 
on I NCOM ING foreign mail and th e sub­
sequent changes made in th e regulations ap­
plyi ng to this class of mail. A reference to 
Art. 7 of th e Decree just mentioned shows 
clearly th at in com in g foreign letters, small 
parcels and printed matter could not le ave the 
post office to " ·hich th ey h ad been directed 
HE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVII , NO
without fi rst affixi ng the necessary st amps 
acco rding to th e r a tes specified . From wh at 
,,-e have been able to lea rn we believe that 
all incoming foreign mail not add ressed to 
Puntare nas (and towa rd th e end of th e period 
of use of these stamps possibly those add ressed 
to Limon ) went direct to San Jose' and from 
th ere was distributed to th e oth er cities and 
town s of Costa Rica. This, we think, ac­
co unts for the specific mention of only San 
Jose ' and Puntarenas rega rding th e handling 
of th is class of mail in Art. 7. 

This practice is shown on a cover from 
Guatemala City to San Jose' w ith th e Guate­
malan postmark dated l\!I ay 20, 186+. 

As \.\·e have seen in Art. 3 of Decree XV 
(o f June 9, 1866) th e practice of putting th e 
cor respondin g st amps on incoming foreign 
mail was to be discontinued, but we reproduce 
here sho,,·s a cover to Cartago, again from 
Guatemala City, postmarked at the latter 
point October 16, 1869 ( th e Guatemalan post­
mark is mostly under th e 2 re ales Costa 
Rican stamp). Note th a t th e Guatemalan 
" FRANCO " has been crossed out with ink 
and "2 rl " put on at th e upper lef t ; thi s was 
done a t San J ose' we feel sure and was for 
th e gu idance of th e postmaster at Cartago. 
Nevertheless, the 2 reales stamp was put on 
at Cartago and ca ncell ed in sp ite of th e in­
structions in Art. 3 of D ec ree XV. This 
action on th e pa rt of th e postmaster at Car­
tago co uld be explained by th e fac t th at the 
. 3 33 
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D ec ree No. 2 of September 9, 1862 men ­
tioned ONLY Puntarenas and San Jose' and 
he ma y have felt , therefore, that the new 
regula tion s in Art. 3 of D ecree XV applied 
only to th ose cities and not to the other 
town s of Costa Rica ! 

The authorities a t Cartago did not, how­
eve r, continue thi s practice much longer. A 
cove r in the ' v rite r 's coll ec tion from New 
York to th at ci ty, used in 1871 or 1872 (as 
determined with th e assis t ance of l\!Iess rs. 
H. l\II. Kon wiser and Elliott Perry) , merely 
h as a crayon ma rking "CO 25.'' i. e., 25 cen­
t avos, the correct single lette r rate on for­
eign mail. This marking was probably put 
on in San Jose'. A cover used from Germany 
to Cartago, mailed Nov. 6, 187 5, has no Cos t a 
Rican markings whatever, possibly sugges t­
ing a further simplifica tion of th e r egulations 
governing the handling of incoming foreign 
mail. 

Before le av in g thi s subj ect we sho ul d note 
th at covers in th e writer's coll ec ti on show that 
the postmark illustrated la ter , was used at 
San Jose ' on incoming foreign mail as ea rl y 
as O ct.+, 1877 and as la te as May 29 , I 879. 
It should be pointed out, howeve r , th at this 
same marking has been noted on "Official" 
covers as ea rly as Sept. 7, 1877 and on Costa 
Rican stamps as early as M ay 12, 1878 . As 
this marking is much more common on th e 
three high er values of this issue it seems rea­
sonable to ass ume that it w as used princi-
34 THE C
pally on FOREIGN mails, both incoming and 
outgoing. 

As far as we know, the first postal "agree­
ment" nego ti ated with a foreign co untry, was 
th at a rranged with the United States in 1863. 
An effort was mad e to reach an ag reement in 
1862 but it was " not ratified by th e Costa 
Rican Government for th e reaso n th at it was 
found imposs ibl e to ha rmonize its provis ions 
with a recent postal law enacted by th e con­
gress of th a t republic." lG Through the cou r­
tesy of Mr. J . E. Lamie!! , Director of th e 
Divi sion of T ntern ation al Postal Se rvice (of 
the United States), we have a copy of a 
document from th e P os tm aste r General's 
L etter Book dated l\Iay I8 , 1863, which, 
briefly summa rized , st ates that the gove rn­
ment of Costa Rica has ag reed to halve its 
cha rges on letter s to and from th e U nited 
Sta tes and orde rs th a t "on and af ter the first 
of June 1863 " th e U nited States charges on 
letters and parcels to and from Cos ta Rica 
" ·ill be ten ce nts fo r each h alf ounce or frac­
ti on th ereof. Ce rta in other regu lat ions and 
rates a re es t abli shed for newspape rs, un­
sealed ci rcu I a rs, pa mph lets, periodica ls, books 
"and other kinds of printed matter." 

The P ostmaster General of th e U nited 
States' R epo rt for 1863 17 confirms thi s by 
sta tin g, "Th e ra te s of postage levied in Cost a 

10 R eport of Postmaste r Ge nera l of U. S. through 
courtesy of George S. Hill. 
" Co ur tesy of George S. H ii I. 
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Rica upon the co rrespo nd ence . to and 
from th e U nited States hav ing bee n red uced 
by a dec ree of the legisla tive chambe rs of th at 
republic of th e 1st Sept. 1862 lS to one-half 
th ose previously cha rged ... " and goes on 
to say th at thi s agreement ca rri es out those 
proposals of the o rigin al agreement of 1862, 
th e Uni ted States likewise hav in g reduced its 
rates on mail to and from Costa Rica by one­
h al f. Evidently Costa Rica conv inced th e 
United States P ost Office Department th a t 
D ecree No . 2 of September 9, 1862 had re­
duced rates on foreign letters by one-half 
and th at th e U nited States should do the 
same even though the United States single 
letter \\·eight was " not exceed ing half an 
ou nce" \\·hile the Costa Rican was "less th an 
half an ounce." 

Through the courtesy of G. H. Grayson , 
Acting Di rector of the Division of Interna­
ti onal P ostal Serv ice ( I939) , we are able to 
give the fo ll o\\·ing rates as applyi ng to si ngle 
weight letters to Costa Rica from th e U nited 
States: 

P ostmaster 
General's Order. 

June 1, 1863 

R ate l o Costa Rica. 
Letters 1 oc per Y, ounce. 

K umber & D ate of U. S.Official Postal Guid e 
HE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXVII, NO
Ko. +- July 1875-Costa Rica, direct mai l 
letters, 5c per Y, ounce. (Shown in 
Table opposi te " B erm uda Direct 
111 ail" in the Postal Guides Nos. 

No. 
+, 5, 6, and 7) 

8-July r 876-Costa 
ports of) direct 
ounce. 

Rica (Western 
mai l-5c per Yi 

(a) Costa Rica ( Eastern ports of) 
British m ail-1 3c per Y, ounce. 
(Shown in T able opposite "Ber­
muda D irect lllfail" in Postal Guide 
No. 8.) 

J\o. 16-July 1878-Costa Rica, via St. 
Thomas 13c per % ounce. 

Th ese rates to Costa Rica a re brought out 
because, in sp ite of the reductions shown 
above, there were, as far as we know, no 
changes made in the rate t o fo reign coun­
tries by Costa Rica up to th e jo ining of the 
U. P. U. A cover reproduced here, from 
the late H enry C. Needham's collect ion, par­
ticu la rly illustr ates this point as it shows the 
5c fee collected a t New York while sti ll car­
rying the 2 reales stamp, as late as October 
IO, 1882. 

To get back to "small packages" (ecomi­
end as) and "pa reels" ( paquetes) : apparently 
there were no changes in these peculiar regu­
lations governi ng these items until July 23 , 
1868 wh en we find the following decree: 
18 Ob vio usly an error in the date, refers to Decree 
No. 2 of Sept. 9, 1862. 
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DECREE XVIII 19 

The Senate and Chamber of Representa­
tives of th e R epublic of Costa Rica, mee tin g 
in Congress. For th e purpose of fac ilit ating 
tr ansaction of comm erce of the r epublic with 
foreign co untri es . DECREE : 

Art. 1. From date of publication of th e 
present decree Postal Administrators will re­
ce ive such pa reels ( paquetes) of sampl es as 
may be delivered to th em, wheth e r sent to 
th e ex ter io r o r coming th erefrom , those in ­
te rested paying fifty cent avos for each poun d 
of weight. 
Sub. P a r. In case where weight of parcel 
( paquete) does not exceed one-half pound, 
a post age fee of twenty-five cent avos will be 
charged. 

Art. 2. Should such parcels (paquetes) 
exceed four po und s in we igh t o r in case th eir 
s ize or contents might in any way damage 
the mail s, th e said Administrators " ·ill not 
receive th em. 

Art. 3. Interested pa rti es a1e obliged to 
open th e parcels ( paqu etes) referred to in 
th e presence of th e respective administr a to rs 
or Treas ury R epresent ative in orde r th at 
they may sa ti sfy themselves of th eir real 
con ten ts. 

Art. +· Th e on ly paragraph of Art. 3 of 
Law No. 2 of September 9, 1862, which regu-
TH E C
!a tes th e payment and collection of postage 
fees on co rrespond ence is acco rdingly changed. 

To th e Executive Power. 
Nationa l P alace, July 23 , 1868. BE IT 

PLACED I N FORCE. 
J ose Maria Castro. 

The Secretary of St ate 111 th e Treasury 
Branch. 

J. Volio. 

lt seems obvious from Art. + of this D E­
C R EE XV I II that th e "paragraph" referred 
to , of which the writer has underlined a part, 
can only be the paragraph in Art. 3 of D E-
C R EE l\o. 2 of 1862, which prohibited th e 
acceptance of "small packages ( encomiendas) 
conta ining money o r of any oth er descrip­
tion" by the P ostal Administration. Appar­
entl y thi s was the fi rst relaxation of this 
pecu li ar ruling but it appli ed ONLY to "par­
ce ls of samples." From Art. 7 of Decree No. 
2 of September g , 1862 it would seem that 
previous to the promulgation of Decree 
XV III of July 23, 1868 th e luckless person 
who rece ived a package from a foreign coun­
try th rough th e mail was forced to pay for it 
a t th e r ate or 8 reales, or one peso, per 
ounce! 

The nex t change in rega rd to small pack­
ages ( enco mi end as) occurs in R esolution V 

19 Cos ta Rica Fil ate lica No. 6, l\larch 193 -} , page 1 2. 
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of June 12 , 1872 20 which 1s tr anslated as 
fo l! o ,~·s: 

" RESOLUTION V 
Spec ifies th e Ch arges to be Collected for 

Small P ackages, ( E ncomiendas) E tc., in th e 
P ostal A dmini stra ti on. 
N ati onal P alace San J ose ' , June I 2, 1872. 
1\1 r. P ostm as ter General 

O n thi s da te th e Gener al, P res id ent of th e 
Republic has seen fi t to iss ue th e fo llowing 
resolution. " In o rde r to obvi ate th e incon­
ven iences which present th emselves in th e dis­
patch of th e mail s, cl ue to th e w rong interpre­
t ati on hav in g been placed upon a rticle 171, 
Sec ti on 2 of th e Treas ury R egul a tions, D e­
cree c;f J uly 30, 1852,21 ord ers: 

1. T hat fro m th e publication of th e pres­
ent order onward, P ost al Adm inist ra tors of 
th e Republic w ill cha rge fo r small packages 
( enco mie ndas) a t th e ra te of five centavos 
for each two ounces, up to one po un d ; th ose 
of a ,n ight g rea te r th an th a t spec ified not 
be in g permitted in th e mail sacks. 

2. P r inted matter w ill be regarde <l only 
(as ) si ngle newspapers and pamphl ets, und er 
w rappe r , wi th only th e names of th e per sons 
and of th e places where going and to wh om 
add ressed ; but un de r no cond iti on will invi­
ta tions, notes o r ex tr ac ts of invo ices and the 
li ke be conside red as such, nor calendars, 
books and simil a r items, w hich w ill pay as 
letter s o r as small packages ( encomiend as) 
in the judgment of th e respec tive pos ta l ad ­
ministr ators. T he forego ing notwith st and­
ing, th e post age r a te of thi rty centavos per 
pou nd on books to and fro m Nica ragua r e­
ma ins in fo rce in acco rdance with the pos t al 
agreement ente red into wi th th at co unt ry. 

3. T elegraphic suppli es weighing ove r one 
po und w ill not be sent in th e m ail sacks and 
especially w ill neithe r sul fa te of co pper nor 
any liq uid be accepted unde r any condit ion. 

M ay God protect you, 
Pinto." 

20 Thro ug- h th e cou rtesy of don Ca rl os Echeverria of 
San J o s ~' \\' ho took th is in fo rm ation fr om "Coll ect ion 
of th e Law s, D ec rees and Orders Pa ssed by t he Su­
prem e Powers, Leg islat ive nnd Execu ti ve , of Costa 
Rica in the Year 1872 . ' ' olume X XI. Folio ...J. 7·" 

2
l Detai l s the vario us offi cials who have the free frank ­

i n ~ pri v il e .i::-e , not ices in airmai l matte: s ~ re free_ and 
add s th<1t "impresos" ( pam phl ets, pu bl1ca t1on s, prm:ed 
mntter } are rece ived free except from G reytown which 
was 0 renl for each 3 oun ces coming or going . 
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H ere a t las t we have a very definite rel ax­
ing of the r estrictions against sending "sm_all 
packages" ( encomiend as) through the mails, 
but w e a re still at a loss to expl ain how such 
items w er e handled previous to th e changes 
m ade by D ec ree XVIII and as just noted 
in Resolution V of June 12, r872. Note th at 
N O mention w as made as to any relaxing of 
th e ban aga inst sending "small packages con­
t a inin g money" through th e m ails. 

W e beli eve this Resolution V of June 12, 
1872 led direc tly to th e use of bi-sected 
st amps which a re dealt with under th at 
head ing. 

A poss ibl e expl anation of how small pack­
ages cont a111111g money, and other small 
packages prev ious to th e D ecree XVIII and 
th e R esolution V of June 12, r87 2, w ere car ­
r ied lies in A r t. 9 of D ec ree No . 2 of Sep­
tember 9, i 862 , w hich in part r eads as fol ­
[o,.vs : " Interior cor respond ence may be taken 
th ro ugh th e public mails fr anked w ith th e 
bl ue st amp, and fr eely by ex press messengers 
or by private pe rsons who tr avel from one 
town to anoth er. " It may be th at th ese "ex­
press m essenge rs" ca rried all packages, in­
cluding th ose which conta ined money, going 
out of the country as w ell as between the 
towns and cities of Cos ta Rica. 

It may be th at th e smuggling of incoming 
and outgoing foreign mail s had someth ing to 
do with these r es trictions w e have j ust been 
di scuss ing. M ention is made of this prac­
tice in the Reports on th e Postal Se rvice fo r 
r863-6+ and for r872 and Art. ro, Art. 11, 
A rt. 12, Art. r 3 and Art. r 4 of D ecree No. 
2 of September 9, i 862 seek to prevent loss 
of revenu e by thi s means and provide penal­
ties. This smuggling seems to have been par­
ticul a rly prevalent a t Puntarenas and sever al 
covers m ail ed before th e introduction of 
st amps, and which have been illu str ated in 
ea rl ie r chapters, we re simply given to ship 
cap tain s at Punta renas w ith out going th rough 
th e post office . 

As fa r as we know now only one more men­
tion is m ade of possible r a te changes and th ese 
occur in th e R eport of th e Postal Se rvice for 
187+ as foll ows : "A pr ojec t of a dec ree, pro­
viding for a small increase in th e post age of 
mails to th e W es t Indies and th e coas ts of 
South America has been presented . .. for 
th e purpose of compensa ting th e expense of 
making it reach its des tin ation. " 
. 3 37 



COSTA RI C A - FIR ST PO S T AGE S TA M PS OF 18 63 
. .,, .. • • . · 
I 

• • 
The re is probabl y some conn ecti on between 
thi s proj ect j ust ment ioned and the mention in 

th e R epo r t of th e P ost al Se rvice fo r 1873 of 
th e steamers of th e Royal l\ Iail calling a t th e 

port of Limon to h andle some mail s (see 

"S teamer l\1 ail " la te r in thi s a rticle . ) 

Ce rta inl y th ese Royal Mail steamers fro m 
Europe ,~· ou ld also call at many of th e po rts 
o f th e W est In d ies. Note too, th at th e r ates 
on letters f rom th e U nited Sta tes to Cost a 
Rica, shown previously, we re much lowe r 
w hen ca rri ed in U nited St ates steamers th an 
w hen ca rried in British boa ts. 
THE CO
F urther fro m th e R epo rt of th e P ost al 
Serv ice for 187+ : "There is proposed a mod i­
fica ti on in th e pos tage of reg istered lette rs 
\\·hich simila rly is mo re j us t (see " Regis­
te red M ail " l ater in thi s chap te r ) , increasing 
th e fac iliti es fo r sendin g mails und e r th ese 
conditions of safety. I also take th e libe rty 
o f proposing ano th er 22 small inc rease in th e 
post age of printed matter a rri ving fro m the 
ex terior, the volume of w hich is such th at 
... it is fo und difficult to ca r ry all mai ls at 
one time." 

!?:! Indi cates an earlier in crease but w e hn ve no definit e 
data sin ce changes of J une 9 , 18 66 . 
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COSTA RICA -F IRST POSTAGE STAMPS OF 1863 
Table 11 of Rates 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

~ 

"' ~ "' 0 ..>!. 

"' "' 0 
"'N "' N "' E ;j 2 0 :a 0 ~o "'N N co Values in Centavos . ~o ~ ~ 0 "' "' --~ ~~ "'0 ~ -0 "' -0 . .,;- -N 

2~ 
llO • 

"' "' "':e ~:e ..D c ..c . ~ 0 "' June 9, 1866. 
n;, c 0. c \/) ~ "' ~ 

·;;;, c ..>!. 
. ~ !... c "' ::J"' ·- "' ·- ~ u ~ 

·- ..c O _c ~..c > "' "' ~"' "'"' ~"' \/)- o- I- - - 0 0. 0:: (L 0. (L 0. (L 0. 

------ - --------
Interior 5 10 15 20 20a 50a ? Free a 

--- - - - --------- --- See Art. 3 

Incomi ng Foreign 25a 50a 75a l OOa l OOa lOOa 16 of Decree 16 No. 2 of 
------

l OOa I 1 OOa 

- -- --- Sept . 9, '62. 
Outgoing Fo rei gn 25a 50a 75a lOOa Free 16 

.8 
0 a. vr-o ::J -0 c 
"' c ::J ID c.n ~ o 
u cu 0 c. 
~- 0. 

Jul y 23, 1868. "' 0. ~ 
o.. E '<t ~ 

"' \/) 

---
Inter ior <( No Changes Noted --- '>- x 

Incoming & Outgoing-<( No Changes Noted --- '>- 50 Forei gn 

vi E 
.8 2 2-o 

"'"""" c 
"' 0. -0 

0 
..>!. "' z 0 -0 "'::Jc .':! o c _vi 

"' ::J "' . 0 tO cu co "'* E ..>!. N Q. 

~B ~ .. ~ u 0 0 ti) vi 
"' "' (L ~ c ·.;: +- ClJ 

"'- llO 
~o "'u u l:JC.m'-

.-i:: ~ ·o cw i... m 
June 12, 1872. y >-> ~ ~ ~= c x c "'"' ·- E -LU- u - z ·v; 

- ----

Interior -< No Changes Noted----- --'>- 2 1h 
Ei th er First Class 

\-'>-
Ra te or 21/2 cen-

Incoming & Outgoing -< No Changes Noted 2 Vi! tavos per oz . Z. 
Foreign 

a Where no changes are mentioned in Decree XV it is assumed that there were no changes 
and on thi s basis the unchanged rates are converted from real es to cen tavos at the rate of 12 72 
centavos per real . 

? " Pr inted Books were not mentioned in Decree No. 2 of Sept . 9, 1862 nor is it clea r 
from Dec ree XV just w ha t charges we re made for "P rin ted Books" handled by " Inte rior" mail, 
but it seems like ly the cha rge was l centavo per oz. 

X " Interior" rates on these items are not mentioned . 
Y In this Reso lut ion note t hat no distinction is made between " Interior" and " Fore ign" 

rates on the items specifically mentioned, therein. 
Z " Inventions, nctes, ext racts of invoices and the like" took the first class rate , "calen­

da rs , books and si milar items" took the sma ll package rate. The choice of which ra te to cha rge 
was a t the di sc retion of the postmaster in uestionable cases. Stt Art. 2 of Reso lut ion V. 
of June 12 , 1872. 

''' 20 centavos per pou nd to and from Nicara gua. 
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CosTA R1 cA -FIRST PosTA GE STAMPS OF r863 
It is unfortunate th a t w e have no in fo r­
mation as to w heth er th ese proposals were 
ever enacted but in Table II of R a tes on 
the preceding page, we are including onl y 
th ose w hich definitely were put into force. 

BISECTS 

For a good m any years we were puzzled 
by th e use of bi sected med io r eal s t am ps 
on obv iously legitimate and non -phila telic 
cove rs, both domestic and to foreign coun­
tri es, but a refe rence to Section 2 of R eso­
lution V of Jun e 12, 1872 (given in full 
under " Rates") , will, we believe, explain 
th e regulation und er w hich this practice was 
sanctioned. To quote, in part, "und er no con­
ditions will invita tions, notes or extracts of 
invoices and the like be conside red as such 
( r efe rs to newspapers and pamphlets und er 
wrapper which were h andled free except in 
specia l cases), nor calend a rs, books and simi­
lar items, which will pay as lette rs or as 
sm all pack ages in th e judgment of th e re­
spective pos t a l ad mini st ra tors." 

Here the postmasters h ad a choice of charg­
ing (Section I of the above Resolution ), five 
centavos (a medio real st amp) for ce rta in 
items as a lette r weighing less than one-half 
ounce o r as a sm all package a t th e ra te of 
five centavos for each two ounces . 
40 THE C
Note th a t th e "simil a r items" (underlined 
above by the writer) in the Resolution added 
to th e postmasters ' discretion; and a sui t ab le 
item weighing not over one ou nce could, 
th e refo re, be sen t for two and one-hal f cen­
t avos under the five centavos fo r t\\"O ounces 
ra te. This would consti tute a very consider­
ab le sav in g on outgo ing foreign mail in par­
ticular a nd incide nt ally, th e large majority 
of ge nuine bi-sects see n h ave been on this 
class of mail. 

To avoid repetition it should be noted that 
al l covers illustrated were unsea led and the 
Aaps of the envelopes have fu ll or iginal gum. 

A noth er cove r shows domes tic use of a bi­
sec t. On the reverse is "Montea legre & Co., 
Sa n Francisco." San F r ancisco is a d ist rict 
a sho rt dis tance \\·est of San J ose' and for 
many years was the home of the prominent 
l\1ontealegre family, one of whom \\" as Presi­
den t ,,·hen th ese stamps were issued. Note 
th e " Impresos" on th e face of th e envelope , 
a loose te rm which ca n mean pamphlet, pub­
lication, printed m atte r , o r print. W e h ave 
no way of determining whether this cove r 
s t a rted on its journey at San Francisco or 
was dropped in th e post office a t San Jose'. 

Anoth e r cover shows use of a bisect to a 
foreign country used from Punta ren as and is 
particularly inte resting for th e British h and ­
s tamp " 1 cl." This marking is illu strated in 
Lowe's " H a nd struck P os tage Stamps of th e 
. ·~ 
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CosTA R1cA - FIRST PosTAGE STAMPS OF 186 3 

T

rr-~-: - · .. 
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........... , 
Em pi re," 19.p, Appendix V, page 299, Lon­
don Type (j). 

Then there is anoth er cover used to a for­
eign cou ntry o rigi nating in San Jose' with th e 
R ritish receiving cha rge in manu sc ript ( the 
"d" is a t the top of the lon g stroke, which is 
th e "1 " ). 

The dates of use so far seen on this class 
of cove rs are from D ece mber 9, 1877 to 
October 12, 1879, the latter bein g th a t w ith 
th e London hands tamp " id ' '. "Circul a r" ( in 
English) has also been seen written on th e 
face of a si mil a r cover. 

That th e use of bi sect s was recogni zed is 
shown by Decree No. 232 of December 4, 
1883, by th e President , as follows: " H ere­
af ter th e use of cu t postage and revenu e 
st amps is absolutely prohibited and those 
affixed in this mann er shall be lack ing in 
validity." 

A large number of counterfeit bisects a re 
in circulation. All seen to date have been on 
small pieces and whi le detai led descriptions 
have no place in this ar ticle, th e fo llowing 
fakes are listed for the protection of col­
lectors: 

On 111 Nlio Rm/ Stamps 
Diagonal Bisect 

ADMINSTN/.-GRAL D COR ­
REOS-D COSTA RI CA, in frame 

SMATEO, in oval. 
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REP U BLICA DE COSTA RICA 
-SAN-JOS E', 111 double outer 
circle 

Vertical Bisect 
SMATEO, in oval. 

On D os R ea/es Stamps 

Diagonal & Ver tical Bisects 

REP U BLICA DE COSTA RICA­
SAN-JOSE', in double outer ci rcle. 

Here again th e faker shows his lack of 
knowledge by " making" bisects of 2 re ales 
stamps. Such an item co uld h ave been used 
only to pay th e charges on some package 
weighing 5 ounces, r equiring 120 centavos 
postage. Since 7 2/ 3 times the number of 0 
real st amps were printed as 2 r eales stamps 
during th e l ife of this issue, and in any event 
a st amp would have had to have been split 
to cove r such a charge, it is extremely unlikely 
that under such circu mstances a 2 reales 
st amp would have been so treated in pref­
ere nce to a 0 real stamp. 

This article, it is expected, will be con­
cluded in the October issue . The first 
installment, as noted , was published in 
the Apri I issue. 
. 3 



Calendar 
of 

Current 
Philately 

September 15th: Exhibits by Study Groups 

October 6th: Balkan States 

under direction of Mr . Robert L. Graham , Jr. 

October 20th: " European Classics Night" 

November 3rd: Philate lic Foundation Exh ibits 

fro m Luff Reference Collection 

Novembe r 17th : "Paper and Color" 
By Dr . Julian Bl anch a rd and Mr. Wm. H. Beck 
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Rotary Printing by 

ROTOGRAVURE 

Further notes on printing by 

the photogravure 

supplement earlier 

process, 

articles 

to 

By F. E. SELLMANSBERGER 
I
N th e recent study of ro tary photog ra­
vure,1 mention w as made of a "'Die II' 
sometimes said to exist." Inasmuch as 

th ese st amps ' ve re produced by a photo­
g raphic process, th e only way in w hich print­
ings could be made to differ would needs be 
by red ra wing th e master draw in q or by 
heavy hand-retouching. Ca reful study of 
these sta mps leads one to deduce that they 
have not been heavily retouched, so th at ,~ ·e 
have only th e conclu sion th a t th e mas te r 
d ra\\·ing has been red rawn. 

Analysis of th e production meth od used 
for th ese st amps sho\\·s us th a t ce rt ai nly no 
di e w as cu t and used for th em. In thi s type 
of production, th e entire process stems from 
a mas /er nega tive of the drawing used. i\Ir. 
C. P. R ang holds 2 th at variation stems from 
red raw ing of the master drawing. H e further 
tells us that th e British Post-Office acquiesces 
in thi s view. 

App a rently Condition II was intended as 
an ink-saver in time of war, for the back­
ground is lighter in color and more "blurry" 
th an Condition I , whose backgro unds are a 
solid , jet color. It might seem that this 
effect might be obtained by etching the cyl­
inders more shallowly. If the ink- recesses 

1 J. A . P e rkin s with F. E. Sellman sbc rge r, "R otary 
Printing by Photo,!!r<1Vure," COLLECTORS CLuu P111LA ­
T>: L1n, XXYll, 1 and 2 (J anuary an d Apri l, 19+8 ) . 

' C. P. Ran g, "Through the Magnifying Gla ss-The 
N e w G. B. Printings," G ibbo ns' Stamp A1ontldy, 
Janu ary, 1942. 
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were not so deep, th e net effect would be a 
saving of ink. In 19+5, after the end of th e 
W a r, remainders of Condition I st amps were 
used. 

W e knu\\· th e master drawing has been 
red rawn , for shallower etching would affect 
th e head of King G eorge VI. W e a re told 
that the same head was applied to a changed 
background. In Condition II , the " VE" of 
" REVENUE " are closer together th an in 
Condition I. (This cannot be depended on 
for the 1 d. and I Y, d. values. However, in 
th ese the three vertical pea rls at th e center 
of the c rown are se t off in Condition I by 
t\\·o he avy lines, seeming to form a "V." 
In Condition II , the lines are much lighter. 
App a rently, this is a consequence of the back­
ground being lightened.) 

Often , th e pa rt in King George's hair ap­
pears to have bee n widened and deepened in 
Condition II from that of Condition I. 
However, th e British Post Office tell s us the 
truth of this cannot be released for technical 
reasons. Likely there are other differences, 
but th ese a re the most apparent. See illus­
tr ation s of the two Conditions, show ing these 
differences. P a rt B shows all of the stamp, 
excepting th e head , blacked out. 

The same a rticle refers to th e official an­
nouncement of the P ostmaster-General of 
England th a t the use of con trols would be 
discontinued as convenience allowed, and that 
U / 47 would be the lates t control to be used. 
Also mentioned is th e fact that various devices 
were employed in the alteration of a control 
. 3 +3 



ROTARY PRINTING BY PHOTOGRAVURE 
Part A 

Stamps show ing Condition I (left) and 
Condi ti on II (right) in full and as issued. 

Part B 

Heads in Condition I ( left ) and Condi­
tion II (right ) with all other parts of 
each design painted out, so as to c re­
ate no optical illusion. Careful study 
leads to the deduction the master draw­
ing was redrawn. 

in an at tempt to avo id th e possibility of rum­
ing the entire cylinder in the process. The 
last control to be used for each denomination, 
together " ·ith the method used for affixing 
the control is here\\·ith given. They are: 

,Yid. U /.p; photograved Ill the color 
of the stamp. 

id. U /.1-7; photograved Ill the color 
of the stamp. 

r Y, d. u /.J.7; photograved Ill the color 
of the stamp. 

2d. U / +7; photograved 111 the color 
of the stamr, . 
THE CO
2 ,Yi d. U / +7 ; photograved 111 the color 
of the stamp. 

3d. R / .J.5; photograved 111 the color 
of th e stamp. 

+cl. 

5d . 

6d. 
7d . 

8d. 

9d. 
JOd. 
I Id. 

1/ -

lo/ .J..J. for R/ .J.5 ; photograved 111 
I 

the color of the stamp. 

IL/ +2 1 for Q/ .J.5 ; photograved 111 

th e co lor of the stamp. 
U / .J.7 ; typographed in black . 
S/ +6; photograved in the color of 
th e stamp. 
S/ +6 for T / +6 ; photograved 111 

the color of the stamp. 
R/ .J.5; typographed in black. 
U / 47; typog raphed in black. 
(Issued after the discontinuance 
of control s) 
U / .J.7 ; typogr aphed in black. 

The article also mentions th e fact that 
some George VI stamps we re printed from 
one-pane cylinders of 2.J.O stamps. T t is not 
intended to imply that all higher-value print­
ings of these stamps were half-width print­
ings and that no stop cylinder numbe rs exis t 
for these. 

As a matter of fact, this was done only 
unti l 19.J..J.. In that ye:u, both the +cl. and 
the 5d. w e re printed from two-pane cyli n­
ders. By the time co ntrols ceased to he used, 
most all values had been printed from regu­
lation cyli nders. Only th e 6d. and the gel. 
were never printed from two-pane cyl ind ers. 

Three control blocks sho\\·ing a portion of 
the "cutt ing lin e" were mentioned. Several 
others have no\\' been seen , notable being the 
Coronation stamp fr.om cylinder .:"'\ o. 2 \\·ith 
A/37 co ntrol and the Three Pence from cyl­
inder l\'o. 26. \\· ith ]\' / +3 control. 

Part VU incorporates a lengthy Bibliog­
raphy for those \\'ho \\·ish to go further into 
the mysteries of postal history and philately, 
a page of notes on the market \\· ith an index 
of popularity and finally the index. 

As a \\·ork of reference , the Encyclopaedia 
is going to prove unique in the history of 
philatelic publications-a contribution that 
is ,,·ithout precedent. The publishers intend 
producing another volume every year and in 
five years time re-issue th e present ,,·ork. 
The price of the first volume is a guinea­
not only excellent value but an investment for 
any who spends money in this hobby. 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVII. NO • .). 



PANAMA 
The Issue of 1906 

History of the development of desi gns , 

essays , proofs and stamps prepared 

by Ham ilton in New York . Concluded . 

By PHI LIP H. WARD, JR. 
F
OUR of the nin e values of the 1906 
have already been described, specifi­
cally the Y,, 1, 2 and 2Y, centesi mos 

denominations. Under such a breakdown, 
five stamps remain: 5, 8, 10, 25 and 50 ce n­
tesimos. 

The 5 Centesimos Value 

As in th e previous values, th e original de­
sign-a portrait of Justo Arosemena-was 
submitted on a framed card of C. Endara of 
P anama, w ith th e pencilled notation, "5c." 
A photographic print of this vignette, r educed 
to th e desired stamp size, \\·as fa ithfully fol­
lowed by the engraver at the Hamilton Bank 
Note Engraving and Printing Co. of New 
York. 

For the frame, the company artist sub­
mitted a wash cl rawing in green , "·ith the 
value in numerals just belo,,· the center at 
each side, and the value written out in Span­
ish, in a half-oval at the bottom. The only 
change made, apparently, was based on the 
instruction written across the bottom of the 
submitted frame design, "Space a little more 
-DE BALBOA." 

The instruction also shows on the photo­
graphic reduction sent to the engraver, so it 
must have been th e "last word." 

mall die proofs of the central vignette ex­
ist in two stages, both with the name, "Justo 
Arosemena." In the first stage the lines in 
the face , and the cross-ha tchi ng in the back-
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, \ "OL. XXV!l, NO
gro und , are not as dark as in the second , 
which, incidentally, is marked "2nd proof" 
in pencil. A die proof of the cliche ( in block 
of four) also exists. 

Of the frames, die proofs exist in black, on 
India paper, and in dark blue. There is also 
a block of four of the fr ame in blue in proof 
form. 

Color tri als of th e fr ame alone, in various 
shades of blue, exist, even to th e extent of 
blocks printed in one shade with smudges of 
ink in other shades across the face, presuma­
bly to show the comparison of colors better. 

Color proofs, with th e frames and vig­
nettes in various colors other than those 
finally adop ted exist, in block form, in (a) 
purple frame and orange vignette; (b) blue­
green and blue; (c) green and or ange-red; 
(d) carmine and purple; (e) o range and 
purple; (f) dark blue and green, and (g) 
orange and blue. 
blue. 

Color proofs also exist in the correct 
frame, but with the head of Fernandez de 
Cordoba, as used on the 2c stamp as issued. 
These proofs a re in: (a) red-orange frame 
and blue vignette; (b) red-orange and pur­
ple , and (c) red-orange and green. 

Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue 
li sts the 5 centesimo value as No . 188, type 
Ag. A total of 800,000 stamps was ordered 
in th e first printing, appa rently in a ligh ter 
blue than the second printing of 2,000,000 
stamps. 
. 3 



PA N A M A - THE ISS UE O F 1 9 06 
V a ri eti es : lmpedorate 
lmperfora te vertically 
I mperfo ra te horizontally 
I nve rted cente r 

Normal stam ;:> 

O verprinted " Specimen / l\!Iues tr a" 
(a) P air , one with out ove rpr int 

The 8 Centesimos Value 

M anu el ]. Hu rt ado was honored by in­
clusion in th e se t on this valu e. The o rig in al 

Origi na l portra it of Arosemena 
THE 
Proofs of 
vignette 
and frame 

Inve rted Center 

-""'~-=~---~ 

Hl- . l't Ill If\ ~ 

II• \. °'" \. 'I \. i 
\ •' ,, .. , .. , 

rT\ 
....... ~·· · ·~ · ··i ·;· '> ~ .. '\i 

.~ . J .• ~~ . ~ .. ... ' ~: I ~ - c.;,..-___ ...,...- ~·.:::::'.:'. 

portr a it w as submitted to th e H amilton 
Bank N ote Co. on the st anda rd large ca rd 
" ·ith th e E nda ra im print. T his likeness \\·as 
photog raphed do \\·n to th e des ireJ size . and, 
exce pt fo r a sho rtenin g of th e bust. \\·as en­
g raved exactly as des ired . 

The first proofs submitted larked the name 
arched unde r the portr a it , and came in two 
forms-in a bl ue-b lack and in bl ack. ,,·ith th e 
lines of the latte r st reng th ened. T he second 
proof bo re th e full name. 

In th e a rti st 's \\·ash d raw ing for th e fr ame, 
approved as su bmit ted, th e valu e, " O cho C en­
tesimos / de Ba lboa" appea red in ,d1ite let­
te rs in a long da rk rect angle across th e bot­
tom. Directl y above thi s, on each side , in 

Die proof of the frame 
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PA NAMA- TH E I ssuE OF 1906 
Proofs of the vignette without 
and with name, and , left, 
proof of frame . 

Normal stamp ( left ) 
shaded white let te rs, are th e numeral t ab­
lets with "8" and in an arch across the top, 
" Republica de P anama," and direc tly beneath 
that. in a small er a rc, "Correos." 

Die proofs of th e frame ex ist in black on 
vario us pape rs; in purple , die su nk. 

There a re also die proofs of th e frame and 
vignette in pu rpl e (frame) and black, and in 
brown and black, as well as small perfo rated 
die proofs in slightly different shades of the 
above. Ckhe proofs ( in blocks of four) 
exist of th e fr ame alon e, and the vignette 
a lone, in purple and bl ack respectively. 

Scott 's St and ard P ostage Stamp Catalogue 
lists the 8 centesimo stamp as 1 o. 189, type 

Die proof of frame 
THE COLLECTO RS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXV II , NO
AJO. There was only one printing, of 500,000 

st amps. 
Va rieties: I mperforate 

In ver ted Center 
Overprinted "S pecimen / Muestra" 
(a) P ai r, one w ith out overprint 

There were none of th e par t perforates, as 
,,·ith th e 1 , 2 and 5 centesi mos denominations, 
and a noticeab le dear th of colo r tri als . 

Ori gi na l portrait of Hurtado 
. 3 47 



PANAMA - TH E ISS U E O F 19 06 
The 10 Centesimos Value 

] ose de Obaldi a's likeness, on a ca rd sub­
mitted by C. Endara of P anama, w as used for 
thi s st amp. This likeness, r educed by photog­
raphy, was used for th e engr aver in readying 
th e centr al vignette. Die proofs of th e vig­
ne tte alone ex ist in a fi rst st age w ith out , and 
th en w ith , th e name, and , in a fi nal st ate, w ith 
heav ier shad ing. 

In th e case of th e fr ame, th e H amilton 
art is ts submitted a wash dr awin g about twice 
th e size of th e des ired eng ravin g, in two 
sh ades of brown ; which f r ame was accep ted 
and photog raphically reduced to th e desired 
size. Th ere a re two st ages of th e fr ame di e 
proof ;n bl ack, and color di e proofs of th e 
fr ame on India paper in dull purple, and 
viol et. 

Co lo r tri al proofs of th e fra me and center 
vignette ex ist in blocks of fo ur in th e fo ll ow­
ing colo rs: (a) blue and blue; (b) g reen and 
r ed-orange; (c) purple and o range; ( d ) blue 
and g ree n ; ( e) o range and blue, and ( f ) red 
and purple. There a re also colo r tri al proofs, 
in blocks of fo ur, of th e IOc. fr ame ( purple), 
w ith th e head s of (a) C ordoba; ( b ) Arose­
m ena, and ( c) Balboa, in red-o range. 

V a ri eti es : lmperfora te 
Inverted cente r 

Overprinted " Specimen / M uest ra" 
(a) Pair, one w ithout overprint 

Scott 's Stand a rd Postage Stamp Catalogue 
lis ts thi s valu e as No. 190, type All . There 
were two printings, th e fir st rece ived by th e 
H amilton firm April 7 , 1906, and calling for 
500,000 st amps, and the second pl aced ]\!l a rch 
7 , 1907 , for 500,000 stamps. 

The 25 Centesimos Value 

T omas H errera \Vas portr ayed on this 
nex t-to- th e- las t va lu e of th e set. A s in a ll 
o th e r instances, th e port rai t w as submi t ted 
to th e printing fi rm on an E ndara ca rd, which 
was red uced by me ans of photography to th e 
desired size fo r the st amp. There \\'e re two 
st ages of th e di e proof , both with th e sub­
ject 's name but with th e background height­
ened by c ross-ha tching. 

Two changes w ere app arently made on 
th e a rt ists' w ash dr awing of th e fr ame, which 
THE C
Ori g inal portrait o f Obaldia 

was done in g reen. The major one w as th e 
remova l of " C orreo" f rom th e ci rcle in which 
th e head w as to be printed, and its pl acement 
in th e top of th e fr ame, between th e circul a r 
valu e t abl ets. The oth er was th e co rrection 
of the spelling of "veinticinco" in th e t abl et 
a t th e bottom. Onl y a single die proof of th e 
fr ame , in bl ack on Indi a paper, ex ists. 

Va rieti es : lm pe r fo rate 
In ve rted cente r 
O verp rinted " Specimen / M uestr a" 
(a) P air, one with out ove r print 

Left die proof of frame . 
Above : proofs o f vig ­
nette without and with 
name . 
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PANAMA-THE ISSU E OF 1906 
Die proof of fram e 

Scott 's Standard Postage Catalogue lists 
this stamp as No. 191, type A12. There was 
only the one pri ntin g, on April 7, 1906, th e 
order ca llin g for +oo,ooo stamps. 

The 50 Centesimos Value 

Jose de Fabrega was se lected as the sub­
ject for th e 50 centesimos denomination , his 
portra it submitted for th e stamp being mount­
ed on th e usual (for this set, at leas t ) Endara 
ca rd . This portrait was photographically re­
duced to the desired size fo r the stamp. 

Obviously there was greater difficulty w ith 
the readying of this value th an any oth er, 
with the possible exception of th e 2Yz cen­
tesimos. There were four stages of the vig­
nette proof before it was accepted . In the 
firs t stage there was no hatching in th e back-

Left: normal stamp 
Right: inverted center 
THE COL LECTORS CLU B PH I LATE LIST, VO L. XXV II , N
Above: proof frame with 
stamp as issued. 

Right: proof of vignette 

grou nd , and no lettering, w ith the shoulders 
r ath er broad for th e small circl e in the frame. 

The second st age, also without lettering, 
h ad the necessary hatch ing in th e background , 
to emphasize the head , w hil e th e third showed 
th e addit ion of th e letteri ng " Jose de Fab­
rega." 

In th e four th , and final st age of the vig­
nette engrav ing, th e subject was made into a 
na r rowe r , more ova l, presentation , requ ir ing 
the removal of a part of th e epa ulete on 
Fabrega's lef t should er , and the re-engraving 
of th e name. 

The frame was apparently comparatively 
simple in th e first wash drawing submitted by 
H amilton, for a note appea rs on th e ma rgin, 
" Elaborate Borde r. " Added to the' side 
frames were some o rn amen tal devices wh ich 
obviously were well received, for, in a sec­
ond nota tion, is th e approval, "This in 0 . K ." 
and initials. 

A proof of th e frame , in black, exists on 
India paper. There a re also colo r proofs of 
the frame in blue-gray and in crimson 
( marked "1st proof"), and in dark blue 
(marked "2nd proof .. ). There are also die 
su nk proofs of th e frame in five shades of 
g reen, which was apparently, to be th e frame 
colo r. 

A die proof in blue-gray ex ists with the 
cente r (3rd stage) pasted in , showing the 
excessive width of the vignette. Not satis­
fied, a composite proof of th e frame and 
th e vignette was run off, clearly showing 
the mi scalc ulation and th e need for a fourth 
st age of th e die. 
O. 3 +9 
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Frame , composite and die proofs 

In th e final step, co mpos ite die proofs of 
th e frame and vignette ( +th s tage ) were pro­
duced in gray-black. A cliche proof ( in 
block of four) of the vignette is know n in 
bl ack, as is a similar cliche proof of th e frame, 
in bl ack. Color pl a te proofs of the frame 
also exist in da rk g r een, and the accep ted 
bl ack. 

Normal stamp as issued 
50 THE 
Three stages of vignette die 

Varieti es: Impe rfo r ate 
Inverted center 
Overprinted "S peci men / Muestra" 

(a) P a ir , one without overprint. 

Sco tt 's Standard P os t age Stamp Ca t alogue 
li sts thi s st amp as No. 192, type A13 . There 
was on ly one printing (April 7, 1906) calling 
for a tota l of 300,000 st amps. 

I 
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U . S. Stamps of the 

20th CENTURY 

Complete historical data on current 

issues 

f i rst-day 

ori g ins, designs , printings, 

ceremonies, cancellations . 

By SoL GLASS 
Everglades National Park 
Commemorative 

Scott No. 952 
Three-Cent, Green, Pert . 10 1h x 11 

Issued- December 5, 1947 , Florida City, Fla . 

During th e summer of 19+7, the Florida 
Congressional delegation appealed to Post­
master General H annegan to issue a corn­
rnemorative stamp in conn ection with the 
dedication of the Everglades National Park, 
schedu led for the early part of December. 

This new nat ion al park, the 28th in the 
national park system, was a gift to the 
nation from the State of Florida, and was 
t>!'tablished by an order of Secretary of the 
Interior Juliu s A . Krug, on June 20, 19+7· 
It is ad ministered by th e Iational Park 
Service with headquarters at Homestead , Fla. 
The park consists of 45+,000 acres of lands 
and waters in the extreme southwest tip of 
the Florida mainl and. 

Although no official announcement of this 
issue was made by the Post Office Depart­
ment unti l O ctober 13, 1947, Linn's Weekly 
Stamp N ews of September 29 , 19+7 , carried 
a news item describing the proposed design 
for this stamp, naming Garnett Megee of 
Miami, Fla, as the artist. 

The Post Office Department's Information 
Service release No. 360, dated October I 3, 
1947, announced that Postmaster General 
Rober t E. Hannegan had that day approved 
the issuance of a 3c commemorative postage 
st amp honoring the Everglades National 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVII, 
P ark in Florida, to be iss ued on the occasion 
of the dedication of the Park, and would be 
placed on sale so metime during th e month of 
December. 

A further announcement on October 30, 
19+7 , Release No. 366, stated th at the st amp 
would be placed on sale for the first time at 
Florida C ity, Florida, on December 5, 1947 
and also described the details of size and de­
sign but stated that th e color would be an­
nounced later. It was not until November 
13, 19+7, that the Department announced that 
the color of the stamp would be green. 

Everglades National Park Map showing 
the boundaries of the park. 
NO. 3 51 



u. s . STA MPS OF THE 20 TH CENTURY 
Left: Orig inal drawing by Garne tt Magee 
submitted by the Everglades National 
Park Commiss ion. 

Cente r: Bureau model , submitted but not 
used. 

Ri ght : Bureau mode l, submitted but not 
used . 

Bottom: Approved model. 
THE 
The central design of th e stamp is an out­
line map of the State of Florida show in g the 
Evergl ades National Pa rk a rea. In the fore­
ground and partly cover ing th e map , is a 
great white heron, below which is a dark 
panel wi th lettering "United States P os tage" 
in white gothic. Across tl;e top of the stamp, 
in two lines of w hite roman lettering. is th e 
wording "Everglades National P ark. " 

Joh n D. Pennekamp, of the Everglades Na­
tional Park Commission, acted as C hairman 
of a committee to prepare a design for this 
stamp and engaged Garnett ·Megee, l\!Ii ami 
a rtist and former engraver at the Bureau of 
E ngraving and Printing, to prepare an appro­
priate design. 

The Post Office Department accepted the 
basic design as drawn by l\ J egee and sub­
mitted by the Everglades r\ at ional Park 
Comm ission . 

Robert L. J\IJiller, Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing artist , prepared the final model, 
\\·hich was submitted to Third Assistant 
Postmaster General J oseph J. Lawler on 
October 28, 19+7, and approved by him as 
Acting Postmaste r General on the same date. 
The die proof \\·as approved on November 12 , 

19+7 by Postmaster General Robert E. Han­
negan. A. W . Dintaman engraved the vig­
nette portion of the master die , and Axel W. 
Christense n engraved the panel at the bot­
tom, lettering and numerals. 
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u . s . STAM P S OF THE 20TH CEN T U RY 
First Day Ceremonies 

Ce remoni es in co nnection with th e fir st cl ay 
sa le of th e Everglad es st amp w ere held at 
F lo rid a C ity, Fla., and began a t 9 :30 A. M . 
on Friday , D ece mber 5, 19+7. 

D an L. M eeker, Pres ident of th e R ed­
lands Di strict C hamber of Comm erce pre­
sided. A fte r se lections by th e H omes tead 
High School Ea ncl and an invocation by R ev. 
Fa the r P au l M anning of th e Sac red H ea rt 
Chu rch of H omes tead, ·M ayo r H erbert Him­
be r of Flor id a C ity \Hlcomecl th e di stin ­
gu ished gues: s. wh o w ere th en introduced by 
th e pres id ing officer. Hon. Hugh P. E mer­
son, P os tm aste r of l\/[i ami , Fl a. , th en intro­
duce::! th e H on. Jose ph P. L awl er, Third 
A ss istant Postmaster G ener al, wh o delive red 
an acid ress and presented special a lbums, each 
contai ning a shee t of th e new st amps, auto-
T HE COLLECTORS CLU B PH I LAT ELI ST , VO L. XXV ll , N
gr aphed by P os tm as te r G eneral Robert E. 
H annegan to G overn or Mill a rd Caldwell, 
Sena to r Spess a rd L. Holl and , l\/[ ess rs. P aul 
R. Scott, Will N . Preston and John D. Pen­
nekamp. 

l\/[r. L awle r 's address foll ows: 

I have attend ed many fir st day sale stamp 
ce remonies in va riou s pa rts of the nation in 
th e pas t, but never befor e can I r ecall one 
th at gave me more pleas ure than participat­
in g in thi s ce remony here in Florid a City 
tod ay . 

" Postage stamps of themselves are nothing 
more th an tiny pi eces of adhesive paper , but 
in th e la rge r sense they are one of the most 
potent of all good will instrumentaliti es . For 
thi s reason thi s new Everglades commemor a­
tive pos t age st amp will ca rry th e message of 
Flo rid a and pa rticul a rly the E ve rglades Na-
Th ird Ass istant Postmaster Gene ral Joseph J. Lawle r p resentin g a speci a l album t o 
Governor Milla id Caldwe ll durin g the fir s t day ce remon ies a t Flo rida City, Fla .' 
O. 3 53 



u. S. STAM P S O F TH E 2 0 TH C EN T U RY 
tion al P a rk to every co rner of th e United 
Sta tes and to points throughout th e world. 

"T omorrow you are to be hono red by the 
prese nce of our g re at Presid ent H arry Tru­
man at th e dedication ceremoni es of thi s 
lates t of ou r na tion al pl ayground s, and w e in 
th e P ost Office D epa rtment fe lt th at it w as 
only appropr iat e that our fir st-d ay sale pre­
cede by a day th e President 's vi si t in orde r 
th a t th e new Everglades stamp ac tu ally be 
in circul a ti on during th e co urse of th e C hi ef 
Executive's visit to Florid a. 

B ack in 1934 the Post Office D epartment 
iss ued a se ri es of ten N a tion al P a rk commem­
orative stamps, and I have been informed by 
N a tion al Park and Interior D epartment offi­
cia ls th a t th ese pl ayed a majo r role in fur ­
th e ring th e popul a rity of th e parks th ey hon­
ored. 

" I am of th e op inion th at th e Eve rglades 
K ationa l P a rk will become one of ou r most 
fr equ ented na ti onal play a r eas . H ere you 
h ave a domain of scenic bea uty compri sing 
an a rea o f 2,500 squ a re mil es, making this 
pa rk twice th e size of th e St ate of Rh ode 
I sland. 

" While th e Everglades Na ti onal P a rk is 
not as w ell kn own as some of ou r oth e r 
rec rea tional domains, I feel ce rt a in th a t thi s 
Eve rglades co mmemo ra tive post age st amp 
will ca rry th e message of thi s pa rk to r ecre­
a tion-see king Am ericans in eve ry st ate in th e 

nion, and th at in th e yea rs to come its vas t 
expanses will echo to th e shouts and th e 
laughter o f joy seeking Americans. 

" Befor e closing I must say th a t I hope 
that I will have the opportunity in some 
future da te to come and visit with you and 
spend an ex tended period he re in th e Ever­
gl ades. 

"To you, Governor C aldwell , to your own 
Postm aste r and to all others who h ave as­
sisted in carrying out thi s program in such a 
highly successful manner , I ex tend th e con­
gratul ation s of the Postm aster G eneral and 
th e entire Postal Service." 

An a ttractively printed souvenir program 
w as prepared by the Everglades N ation al 
P a rk Commission and presented to those a t­
t ending the ceremonies. 

The Post Office Department placed an 
<irder for 115,000,000 of these stamps with the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing on No-
54 THE C
vember 5, 19+7 . The first plate \\·ent to 
press on November 21 , 1947. 

The st amps are printed on rotary presses 
f ro m 200 subj ect, electric eye, conve rtible 
type plates, di vid ed into postoffice panes of 50 
st amps each, a r ranged ten ve rtical by five 
ho ri zonta l rows each. 

Pl a te numbers used 111 print ing and da tes 
to p ress as fo ll ows : 

23736- Nove mber 21 , 19+7 
23737-November 2 1, 19+7 
23738- K ove mbe r 2+, 19+7 
23739-November 2+, 19+7 
237++- December 5, 19+7 
237 +5-D ecembe r 5, 19+7 

Th e fi rst de li ver ies of th e Everglades 
Stam p we re made on N ove mbe r 25, 19+7 to 
th e Phi la tely Agency in W ashington, D . C. 

A t th e first day sa le in F lorida Ci ty, Fl a., 
+66,6+7 covers \\·ere ca ncel led and 802 ,500 
sta mps \\·ere sold. 

Rol:e r t E . Fe ll e rs, Supe rintendent , Divi­
sio n of Stamps, P ost O ffice Department, w as 
in cha rge of F irst D ay Sales and Cancell a­
tions. 

Sol Glass 

FIRST DAY 

Machine and hand cancellations used 
at Fl orida City. 
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u. s. STAMPS OF THE 20TH CENTUR Y 
Dr. George Washington Carver 
Commemorative 

Scott No. 953 
Three-Cent, Purple, Perf. 10 % x 1 1 

15sued- Ja nua ry 5, 1948, Tuskegee Institute, 
Ala. 

A commi ttee consisting of Dr. R alph 
Bridgman, Pres id ent , H amp ton Institute ; 
Dr. Mordecai W. J ohnson , Pres id ent , How­
ard U ni vers ity; Mrs. Mary McL eod Beth­
une, President. National Cou ncil of 1 egro 
Women; Dr. Frederick D . P a tterson, Presi­
de nt , Tuskegee Institute, and Dr. H o r ace 
Mann Bond , President , Lincoln U nive rsity, 
call ed upon Preside nt Truman a t th e White 
H ouse on February 13, 19+7 to request th a t 
a commemorative sta mp be issued hono ring 
Dr. Geo rge W ashington Ca rve r, distin­
gu ished negro scientist . The th en P ostm aster 
THE COLLECTORS Cl.UR PH IL.\T EL IST, VOL. XXVII, NO
Ge ne ral, Robert E. H annegan, and Third 
Assistant Postmaster J oseph J. L awle r were 
a lso present with Pres id ent Truman. 

Th e Presid ent immediately authorized the 
issuance of th e Carver st amp and th e Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing in structed to pre­
pare a suitabl e design w hich was submitted to 
Postm aste r General H ann egan on l\tl a rch 5, 
1947 and ap proved by him on M arch 14, 1947· 
The m as te r die w as completed shortly there­
a fte r and th e Postm aster General approved 
th e die proof on April 30. The Post Office 
Depa rtment , howeve r , did not an nounce the 
issua nce of th e s ta mp until O ctober 30, stat­
in g th at th e Carver commemorative stamp 
\~ ·ou l d be of th e 3-cent denomi nation, and of 
tre same size of the Famous American Series 
of 19+0, also th at it wo uld be pl aced on sale 
for th e first time on Ca rver D ay, J anu a ry 
5, 19+8, at Tuskegee Institute, Al abam a. 
Com m ittee seek ing Carve r stamp calling on President Truman. From left to right : 
Pos1 master Genera l Rober t E. Hannegan; Dr. Ralph Bridgeman, Presiden t of Hamp­
ton I n ~ titute; Dr. Mordeca i W . Johnson, Presi dent of Howard Unive rsi ty; Presi dent 
Trum an, Mrs. Mary Mcleod Bethune , Pres ident of the Na ti ona l Council of Negro 
Women; Dr. Frede rick D. Patterson, President of Tuskegee Institute, and Dr. Horace 
Mann Bond, President of Lincol n Un iversi ty. 
. 3 55 



u. s. STA"1PS OF THE 20TH CENT U RY 
Dr . Russell W . Brown , Director of the George Washington Carver Foundation, Pos t­
mas ter General Jesse M. Donaldson, and Alvin W. Hall , Director of the Bureau of 
En gravi ng and Printing, inspecting the f irst stamps off the presses . 
The central design of th e stamp is a por­
trait of Dr. Carver in a squa re panel with 
a. dark background, bordered at th e top and 
sides in a frame of lighte r shade . Below the 
portr ait in a convention al ribbon is th e sci­
entist's name in dark Gothic. In th e ce nte r 
of a shad ed panel across th e bottom of th e 
st amp appea r th e words "United States P os t­
age" in three lines of white modified R oman 
lettering. To th e ex treme right within a 
shield with dark backgrou nd is th e denomi­
nation designation "3c" and 1n a s imilar 
shield at th e ex treme left appea rs th e chem­
ist 's retort o r crucible. Both devices a re 
printed in " ·hite. 

The Carver stamp w as des igned by William 
A. Roach, Bureau ar ti st, and the model pre­
pared by R obe rt L. Miller, Jr. (Wm. A. 
R oach originally designed the entire Fa mo us 
American Series and did no ac tual \\·ork on 
56 THE C
this st amp, being absent on account of ill ­
ness a t the time) . The portrait of Dr. Ca r­
ver used on thi s stamp was furnished by 
Tuskegee Inst itute. E. R. Groves eng raved 
th e portrait of Ca rve r on the maste r die , the 
frame and numer als were engraved by A. W . 
C hri stense n, and th e lettering by Jam es T . 
Vail. 

O n December 15, 19+7, the Post Office 
D epartment In formatio n Service announced 
through a press release th at "The printing 
of th e new 3c Geo rge W ashington Carve r 
commemorative postage stamp, which is to be 
issued at Tuskegee In stitute, Alabama, on 
J anu ary 5, 19.j.8 , \\·as begun today at the 
Ru re au of Engraving and Prin t ing in the 
presence of Postm aster Ge neral Jesse M. 
Donaldson. 

"Also prese nt at the ceremonies inciden t 
to the first press run of the new stamp were 
OLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXVII, NO. 3 



U . S . S T A l\I P S 0 F T H E 2 0 T H C E N T U R Y 
Thi rd Assistant P ostm as te r General J oseph 
J. La\\"l e r ; Dr. Russell W. Bro\\"n , Director 
of the George W ashin gton Ca rver Founda­
tion ; A lvin W. H all , Director of th e Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing, and J. H enry 
Smith, Executi ve Sec retary of th e George 
W ashin gton Ca rver Foundation." 

It is inte res tin g to note, however, that th e 
reco rd s of the Bureau of E ngravin g and 
Printing g ive th e da te of th e first plates to 
press as November 28, 19+7. 

First Day Ceremonies 

Th e cere moni es in connection with th e first 
day sale of th e Ca rve r st amp were held at 
the C hapel of th e Tuskegee Institute a t 2 

P . i\II., on i\!Iond ay, J anu ary 5, 19+8 with 
Dr. F. D. P at te rson, Chai rm an , Boa rd of 
Trustees, The George W ashington Carver 
Fou ndat ion, presidi ng. Dr. Sherman D. 
Scruggs, Pres id ent , Lincoln U ni versity paid 
a tribute to Dr. Carver. This w as fo llow ed 

Above: Portrait of Dr. Carve r furni shed by Tuskegee Institute. 
Above: Postmaster Genera l Jesse M. Dona ldson, Gove rnor James Folsom and Presi­
dent F. D. Patterson of Tuskegee Institute. 
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u. s . STAMPS OF THE 20TH CENTURY 
by a radio broadcast, with r em arks by Gov­
ernor J ames E. Folsom of Alabama. Thom­
as W. M a rtin , President, Al abam a Power 
Company, and Ch airman of the Board , South­
ern Research In stitute, introduced Postm as ter 
General Jam es l\II. Donaldson , whose address 
follows: 

" It is indeed a great honor for me to h ave 
thi s opportunity of participating in these ap­
propri a te ceremonies incident to th e first day 
sale of th e George W ashington Carver Post­
age Stamp. 

"I might add th at this is a s ingul ar day 
for me, for it m a rks my first offic ial act ivity 
away from th e P os t Office D epartment since 
becoming Postm as ter General. 

"W e in th e P os tal Service a re pro ud to 
have a small pa rt in this Ca rve r D ay Pro­
g r am which has been a rr anged so effectively 
here a t Tuskegee In stitute. 

"From the ou tse t th e P os t Office Depart­
ment and th e Presid ent of th e U nited States 
have been in comple te accord with the re­
quest for a special George Washington 
Carver co mmemor a tive iss ue. 

"A s you can well im agine , th e Post Office 
Department rece ives m any requ es ts for new 
stamp issues each yea r , but only events and 
person ages of outsta nding renown and fame 
a re so honored . One of th e highes t honors 
in the land is to h ave one's portra it appear on 
a U nited St ates st a mp and everyone here at 
Tuskegee today mu st feel a dee p sense of 
pride in the honor w hich has thu s come to 
one of Tuskegee's most illu st ri ous sons. 

" The decision to r ecomm end a Carver 
s tamp was not a difficult one for th e P os t 
Office D epar tm ent to reach, and our recom­
mendation was who lehearted ly and enthu si­
as tically approved by Presid ent Truman 
when he authorized us to proceed with thi s 
particular issue. 

"In com ing here to Tuskegee today I 
think it only fitting th at I recall to you th a t 
thi s is th e second occasion in r ecen t yea rs in 
which the Post Office D epa rtm ent has chosen 
this s ite as the exclusive firs t day sale point 
of a new post age stamp, for it was here in 
, 9+0 th at th e B ooker T. Washington stamp 
of the famous Americans se ries was pl aced on 
firs t day sale by a predecessor of mine, fo rmer 
P ostm as ter General J ames A . Farley. 
58 THE C
" Docto r Ca rver i' in every sense of th e 
word one of th e most outstanding Americans 
of our time. Born on a farm near Di amond 
Grove, Missour i, in 186+, the D octor lived 
there until he was about ten yea rs old. He 
went through high school at Minneapolis, 
K ansas, and th en attend ed Iow a State Col­
lege, rece iving th e degree of B achelor of Sci­
ence in A g riculture in 189+ and his M.S. de­
gree in 1896. He w as th en elec ted to th e 
Iowa State College facu lty wh ere he devoted 
hi s studies to bac te rial l aboratory work in 
sys tematic bota ny. 

" It was here in Tuskegee In stitu te . how­
ever , that Doctor Carver ga in ed w o rld-wid e 
fame in th e fie ld of sc ience and education 
wh en he bec ame associated in 1896 wi th th e 
In stitute as th e Director of th e D epar tment 
of Agricultural R esea rch. 

" It w as here a t Tuskegee th at hi s experi­
ments with ag ricultur a l products, especially 
th e peanut and th e swee t potato , from w hich 
he derived more th an +oo substances, con­
tributed g rea tly to th e economic advance­
ment of the South. 

" Doctor Carver w as elec ted a membe r of 
th e R oya l Society of Arts in London in 19 17 . 
In 1923 he was awarded th e Spingarn Medal, 
which is bes towed annu ally for the hi ghes t 
and nob lest achievement by an A merican 
neg ro. In 1928 Simpson College a t Indianola, 
Iow a, conferred upon D octor Carver th e 
honor a ry degree of Doctor of Science in rec­
ognit ion of hi s contributi ons in th e fie ld of 
agr icultural resea rch. 

"On August 1, 1935, Doctor Carver was 
appoi nted as collaborator in the Bureau of 
Pl ant In dus try of th e U nited States Depart­
ment of Agriculture, and in 19+0 he \\" as th e 
recipient of the Humanit a ri an Award of the 
Variety Clubs of America. 

"Among hi s more not able achieveme nts 
\\·as th at of the development of the formu la 
for the m anu fact ure of synth etic rubber, 
which he produced fo r Henry Ford. H e also 
gave to the l\ifed ical Profess ion a fo rmul a for 
th e treatment of in fantile paralysis. 

" Th e ne" · st amp honoring Doctor Ca rver 
which we a re placing on sale for th e first 
tim e he re today will do much to ca rry th e 
memo ry of Docto r Carver into every com­
munity in the land. We have ordered an 
initial p rin ti ng of six ty million Carver st amps. 
and I fee l ce rta in that thi s issue will be one 
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of the most popu la r st amps ever released by 
th e Post Office D epa rtment. 

" Post age st amps a re of th emselves tiny in­
signi fica nt appea ring pieces of ad hesive paper, 
but, conve rsely, th ey a re one of the most 
potent of all enlightenment instrumentaliti es, 
fo r it is th e postage st amp n·hich finds its way 
into the offices , into th e homes and into th e 
hand s of millions of Amer icans in eve ry walk 
of li fe , and an individua l's portrait on a Unit­
ed States post;tge st amp is automatica lly rec­
ognized as one of the ]'\ ation 's highest meth­
ods of accla im. 

" I t is for this reason th at I , as Postmaste r 
General. and ,,.e throughou t the Post a l Serv­
ice, a re proud ind eed to have a small pa rt in 
the carryi ng of Doctor Carver recognition 
to every co rn er of the Unite::! Sta tes . 

" f n closing. I want to th an k th e officers 
and stud ent body of the Tuskegee lnstitute 
and th e Carver Found ation for th e reception 
which you have accorded me tod ay and for 
th e splendid program you have a rr anged for 
thi s, the first day sa le of the George Washin g­
ton Ca rver Stamp." 

-FIRST DAY OF !SSUE-

Carve r s tamp mach ine cancel. 

Carve r s tamp hand cancel. 
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::\1 r. D onald son th en presented th e usual 
leather bound fo lder conta ining a sheet of 
th e Ca rver stamps, autographed by the P os t­
master General, to Dr. P atterson. 

Robert E. Fellers, Super intendent, Divi­
sion of St amps, accompanied th e P os tm as ter 
General. H erbert S. Chamberlain , Assistant 
Superintendent , Divi sion of Stamps was in 
charge of fir st day cance ll ations and was 
ass isted by Geo rge P ete rson, of the depart­
ment. 

Postmas te r Gene ral Donaldson in his ad­
d ress on th e firs t day of sale states that 
" We have ordered an initi al printing of 
sixty million Ca rver Stamps." This state­
ment is cor rect insofar as the first orde r, 
which w as placed with the Bureau of E n­
g rav ing and Printing on Octobe r 9, 19+7, is 
co nce rn ed . Subsequ ent orde rs for an add i­
tion al sixty million stamps were placed on the 
follo,,·ing dates: D ecember 16, 19+7, 2+,000,-
000, D ece mber 26, 19+7 , 6,000,000, J anu a ry 
23 , 19+8, 10,000,000, and February 13, 19+8, 
I 0,000,000. 

When th e initial order w as placed , Post 
Office Department offici als we re of th e opin­
ion th at thi s quantity would be more th an 
ample to fill the r equests of post offices. 
Almost immed iately afte r th e issue was an­
nounced requests poured into the D epa rtm ent 
from Post Offices in every section of th e 
cou ntry for la rge qu antities of this stamp and 
add ition al orders were placed as noted. 

The st amps were printed on rota ry presses 
fro m 280 subject , electric eye, convertible 
type pl a tes. divided into post office panes of 
70 st amps each, a rr anged ten vertical by 
seven ho ri zonta l rows each. 

Pla te numbers used in printing and elates 
to press as fo ll ows: 

23653-:\'ovember 28, 19+7 
2365+-:'\ ovember 28, 19+7 
23655-;\ ovember 28 , 19+7 
2366+- l'\ ovember 28, 19+7 

First deliveries of the Carver Stamp were 
made on D ecember 22 , 19+7 to Tuskegee In­
stitute, Alabama and th e Philatelic A gency, 
Washington , D. C. 

At th e first day sa le in Tuskegee Institute, 
Alabama, 780,000 stamps were sold and 402,-
179 cove rs were cance ll ed. 
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Notes on the 

F.IRST TYPE OF LIBERIA 

First 

pieces, 

issue scarce multip le 

with used mater ial not 

generally met with here on covers. 

By H AROLD D. WATSON 
T H ESE st amps have alw ays been ve ry 
popular beca use of th eir design and 
size. and as they a re few in number a 

representative collection cou ld be made of 
th ese issues at small expense. 

Stamps \\"e re firs t issued by this country in 
1x60, in three values 6 cents, 12 ce nts and 2+ 

ce nts, handsome ly lithographed and on rather 
thick paper. Singles, unused and used are 
not r are except that the imperforates of all 
three are somewha t scarce, the 12 and 2+ 

ce nt being se ldo m found. All three values 
ex ist in imperforate pa irs, th ese ar e quite 
sca rce. ·Multiples of the perforated iss ue are 
not common, but a re ha rdly in a class of 
rarity. 

All of the genuine used st amps that I have 
see n came from Monrovi a or H a rper. These 
are mu ch sca rce r than th e unu sed items. 

The st amps that were used in H arper were 
ge ne r ally from mi ss ionary mail; practically 
all of th e busi ness of th e cou ntry centered in 
Monrovia, and th e entire cor respond ence was 
not large . The la rge r portion of the used 
st amps which have come in circul a tion came 
probably fro m mail to th e gove rnment a t 
W ashington, and in clu e course of time these 
files w ere plundered and th e st amps eventu­
ally came into the hand s of th e collecto rs. 

Th e second issue with the outer line 4 mm. 
from th e design a re scarcer both in used and 
unu sed condition th an those of the first issue. 
Multiples of th ese are sca rce except as to 
60 THE CO
pairs of the imperforate issue which are 
occas ionally fou nd . 

Subsequently th ere was issued a number of 
stamps on medium and thin paper. Multiples 
of the medium paper va riety are sca rcer than 
th ose of th e thin pape r iss ue, but are not 
extraord in a r ily scarce. Multiples of th e thin 
paper issue are fa irly common, but th e stock 
of th ese in this cou ntry in multiples is not 
very large, th ere a re far more in Great B ri t­
arn . Many of th ose show th e outer lin es in 
part. 

In th e la te So's two officials from Liberia 
came to London and brought with them all 
the remainders in th e possession of the Re­
public of al l th ese issues, and these ,,·ere sold 
in London. From this lot came the great 
proportion of th e unused stamps on the 
marke t. All th e varieties were rep resented 
including th e imperfora te, but in th e interven­
ing years th e sheets were largely broken up, 
\\·hich accou nts for the comparative scarcity 
of the multiples. 

Used multipl es a re scarce here; even pairs 
have neve r been seen by the writer, though 
it is probable th at such ex ist in some of the 
co ll ections in Great Britain. The writer has 
in hi s coll ec tion abou t 200 examples of these 
issues. There a re no g reat differences in the 
perforat ions, these runni ng from I I to 12; 

th e 2 + cent is kn own w ithou t clouds in the 
backgro und and also on watermarked paper 

(Con t inued on page 85) 
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A Review of 

RECENT 

Acquisitions to The 

Library, reviewed 

authorities in the 

BOOKS 

Collectors Club 

by outstanding 

respective fields . 
British Line Engraved Stamps, Studies of the 
T wopence Blu e, Pla tes I to 15. By H. 
Osborne, M.D. Published by H. F. John­
son. 

The library of The Collectors Club of New 
York has been enriched through its acqu isi­
tion of Dr. Osborne's latest book. 

One denomination, one color,-a lone 
stamp produced from l 3 pl a tes-has received 
under the author's pen, as complete a diag­
nosis and treatment as may ever be accorded 
a single phi late lic subject. 

Portions of the book have been inco rporated 
from the author 's notes first appea'ring in 
Th e British Philatelist , and from his book on 
plate 9, which deals particu la rly with repa irs 
in 1866 and 1868. 

The autho r introduces his subj ect with 
some "General Observations of Pl a te Study," 
and thus paves the road for knowledge of 
plate characte ristics both as to process of 
manufacture and as to development through 
use. There a re 21 chapters and the text is 
ill uminated with no less than 57 ill ustrations. 

Plates 1 and 2; 3 and + are properly paired . 
A ll possess, in common, the characteristics of 
s. c. watermark and Alph abe t I. The second 
pair differs from the first through the addi­
tion of lines under "Postage" and above "Two 
Pence." 

Plate 5 with its Alphabet II , and Plate 6 
with its Alphabet II I, receive the attent ion 
which they merit. These two plates are in 
some respects the most interesting of th e 
series. They offer great opportunities for 
the co ll ecto r and for the stud ent as wel l. 

Different states as to watermark and per­
foration gauge ex ist on subj ects from Plates 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXV ll , NO.
+, 5 and 6. Information as to th e respective 
quantity of each state from each plate is not 
given. It must remain as an item for con­
jecture. Anyone who accumulates the stamp 
in large qu antities, however, wi ll be able to 
form some independent judgment. 

When the au thor ended his considerations 
of the Ii rst six plates he might well have laid 
aside his pen insofar as plate reconstruction is 
concerned. The four lettered , plate numbered 
stamps from the last seven plates might have 
been accorded a mere " lick and a promise." 
But thi s was not to be so. In this work the 
same consideration is given to the obviously 
platable subjects, as to the obtu se stars issues, 
where, in the absence of plate numbers, plat­
ing depends upon a knowledge of alphabets, 
positio n of check letters and oth er factors. 

The philatelic world has long awaited such 
a book. It wi ll long await anoth er like it. 
It takes first place for its textual matter, as 
"·ell as its type-size, photography and format. 

This review wou ld be incomplete without 
the comment that the craftsmanship and phy­
sical composi tion of the book, cover to cover, 
are worthy of the abundant knowledge dis­
pensed from its text. 

W . A. EDGA R. 

Stamps and Posts of th e Anglo-Eg_v ptian 
Sudan, by Harold G. D. Gisburn and G. 
Seymour Thompson. 12opp, wi th 14 plates 
and illustrations. London: Stanley Gib­
bons, Ltd., 10/6 ($2.50). 

Any philatelic writer who undertakes the 
t ask of producing a book dealing with a popu­
la r su bj ect star ts out with two strikes against 
him because he mu st naturally include much 
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materi al ,,·hich the se n ous collector has al­
ready read and lea rned elsewhere. This un­
fortunate si tu a tion faced ·Mess rs. Gisburn 
and Th ompson, but their product has sco red 
a home-run as a mighty midget of phil atelic 
lite r ature th at is bound to g ive th e student a 
,,·ea lth of da ta within two cove rs and which, 
because of its timeliness,* will probably start 
many Am erican collectors on a specialty of 
Sudan. 

The ope ning portion of the book discusses 
the turbul ent conditions accompanyin g th e 
conqu es t of th e Sudan as viewed through th e 
eyes of Britishe rs. Beca use Sudanese st amps 
a re so closely tied in with history, this is an 
esse ntial chapte r and not merely " pad ding." 

The phil a telic portions are comprehensively 
treated with explanations of printing proc­
esses , illu str a ted descriptions of types where 
they exist, mino r varieties and recognized 
errors. l\1 uch of this section is original, even 
though th e same writers had previously pub­
lish ed it in th e form of magaz in e a rticl es dur­
ing the las t seve r al decades; other portions 
are adapta tion s of studies compl eted by such 
scholars as A. S. l\1ackenzie-Low, Lt.-Col. 
J. R . D anson and Dr. J. C. Thompson. 

The authors' pet fi eld s in Sudanese post al 
history a re refl ec ted in th e book, for these­
the M ero\\"i controversies, to mention but one 
-are given r elatively much space while other 
subjects which might h ave been cove red more 
th o roughl y are dismissed with a sentence or 
two. It might have been more helpful , had 
th e book included a list of post-offi ces in oper­
ation during th e conqu es t, as well as th ose 
in modern times; a discuss ion of th e plate 
wear and resulting varieties of th e e.arly 
camel stamps co uld have been added to ad­
vantage. 

The "Wings over th e Sudan" chapter is 
pa!" ticul a rly good, since it treats of th e de­
velopment of the a ir age from th e a rriva l of 
a message ca rried by bird in 1892, up to the 
regular and feeder routes of this e ra. H e re 
again, th e co rrelation of hi story and th e 
stamp iss ues-provision als, handstruck and 
defi nitive-is readably and inte restingly re­
co unted. 

* The s imulta neo us gold en jubilee of the camel stamp 
nnd the death of Co l. E. A. Stnnton, its wide I y kno ll"n 
Jesigner. 
THE C
One might be inclined to use as many words 
in rev ie\\"ing this book ( the las t word on 
Sudanese stamps to th e moment) as the 
authors did in producing it; suffice it to say 
th a t it is good and a real contribution to our 
libr a ry. There are seve ral errors-slips, this 
rev iewer prefers to call them-yet they are 
so relatively in significant th at th ey cannot be 
regarded as detracting from th e book's full 
worth. Some a re ca used by faulty tr ans­
literation of the Ar abic in scrip tions (for in­
stance, " Es Sudan" in stead of "al Sudan") 
and in the recording of numbers of cop ies 
kno,,·n of some rare items. 

ERNEST A. K EHR. 

Th e Rritish P ost Office-// H is t ory. Prince­
ton U niversity Press. Four hundred and 
sixty-seven pages, thirty-s ix portraits and 
cuts, t\\"elve maps and thirty-one tex t pic­
tures. $7 .50. 

This is a book for the se nous student of 
philately, pa rticu I a rly the speciali st in the 
British Empire. It is th e result of life-long 
interest in stamp collecting and th e hi story of 
the Empire. The author began collecting as 
a boy and w as led to take up th e study of 
English History and th e writing of such books 
as "Development of th e Briti sh Empire," and 
"The History of Great Britai n," among 
others. Since 1911 he has been teaching 
ecclesiastical and political hi story. At th e 
present tim e he is Professo r and H ead of the 
History Department at Oberlin. 

Following his stud y of th e postal reforms 
of 1 8+o. he developed an interest in postal 
hi sto ry th at natur ally led to the writing of 
the present volume. This, with its detailed 
co mpl eteness, is an invaluable work for th e 
student of post al histo ry who desires all the 
fac ts in its English development. Its exhaus t­
ive trea tm ent makes it also a " mu st" for the 
refe rence shelf of Libraries. Th e average 
coll ec tor of English , who knows how to pick 
out ,,·hat he w ants from much that does not 
inte rest him , will often turn to its pages and 
find th ere th e information that he desires. 

As its title indica tes its tre atment is purely 
hi storical r ath e r th an narr ative. Its first 
chapte r, dealing with the origin of th e Eng­
lish Post, ca rries one back to H erodotu s and 
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the Battle of Salamis, (480 B. C.). In a few 
broad sweeps it brings him down through the 
Rom ans, Octavius and Caesar, the Feudal 
Society of the days of Charlemagne, the Holy 
Rom an Empire under Maximillian with its 
imperial German Post that continued for cen­
turies as an hereditary perquisite of the Von 
Taxis fa mily. 

It touche s on the very irregular service of 
priests and friars necessitated by the Hundred 
Years War, and goes on through the private 
arrangements of Guilds and Universities, the 
l\1essengers Post in the early I soods, down 
to Sir Bri an Tuke the first to bear the title 
th e "Master of the Posts." 

The " History" goes on with its thirty 
chapters dealing at detailed length with the 
slow and tortuous upbuilding of a service 
that should at once satisfy the insistent de­
mands of the public for speedier and safer 
handling of their correspondence, and the 
desire, often through real need, for a compen­
sa ted service th at would reimburse if it did 
not enrich the State Treasury. Such head ­
ings as,-"The beginning of the Post Office," 
"The Ri se of Byposts and the London Penny 
Post," "A Unified Post Office for the British 
Isles ," "Abuses in the Post Office," "The 
Mail Coach Era," "How the Londoner got 
his Mail before 18+0," "The Agitation for 
Uniform Penny Postage," "The Birth of the 
Postage Stamp," and "The Flattery of Imit a­
tion ," are \\·e ll indica tive of th e thoroughness 
of the treatment given by the author. 

This latter chapter, not the last in the book, 
for there yet remains a hundred pages of text , 
follows the adoption of the "l\1Iagnificent 
Plan ," are. within a decade the more pro­
gressive nations of Europe and the Americans 
had adopted the adhesive postage stamp. It 
could hardly have been othern·ise. for Great 
Britain was the " most important commercial 
and finan cial center of that day," and her 
overseas interests reached and influenced all 
of the civi li zed world. The author tells how 
Sv.ritzerland with its Cantons, Belgium, then 
France whose postal system had long been in 
close relation with that of Britain through 
the Dover Packets and the co ntin en tal mail 
largely routed through her ports. were the 
first European states to follow su it. In the 
Western Hemisphere Brazil with its famous 
" Bull 's Eyes" was second in the world to 
adopt the important innovation. (18+3). 
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Over three pages tell of the somewhat 
tardy action of the United States to avail 
itself of such a public convenience. In Canada 
the unsatisfactory postal administration by 
the Mother Country had been one of the 
causes lead ing to the Rebellion of 1837, but 
it was not until 1851 that she was permitted 
to issue her own stamps, to be followed 
promptly by the other American colonies, 
Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia. "The impulse to a modern 
postal system in almost every other country in 
the world ," writes Dr. Robinson, "stemmed 
from the introduction of Penny Postage in 
Great Britai n" although there was "a general 
disinclubation to adopt penny postage." 

The concluding chapters of the " History" 
deal with such aspects as "The l\!Iovement 
for Cheaper Ocean Postage," "The Expand­
ing Post Office takes on New Services," 
"The Year of Jubilation," and "The Post 
office during War and Peace." An Appendix 
deals with "The Leadership of the Briti sh 
Po~t Office since I 830." There is an ex­
tended and valuable Bibliography of a dozen 
pages, and a full Index that adds much to 
the usability of the book. 

Too much cannot be said in praise of the 
ge neral appea rance of the book itse lf , to which 
an interesting and apt touch is given by its 
ch ap ter headings representing postally used 
covers. The number of each chapter t akes 
the place of the district number on the g rill 
killer, while its title or subject appears as the 
address . The typographical and mechan ica l 
make up are noticeably pleasing and a credit 
to the University Press. 

REV. W1L1. IAM H. TOWER. 

" The Encyclopedia of British Empire Postage 
Stamps , Vol. I-G reat Britain. " Th e Em­
pire in Europe." 

It is difficu lt to review dispassionately a 
new publication. particularly one ,,·hich deals 
with such a broad and interesting subject as 
the stamps of Great Britain. I suppose a 
technical book should be a text book pure and 
simpl e but the Encyclopedia of British Em-

(Continued on Page 86) 
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A Historical Catalog of 

U. S. Stamp Essays and Proofs 
By CLARENCE \V. BRAZE R 

(Copyright 1948 by the Author.) 

(Continued from V ol. XXVll , Page 83.) 

THE ENGRAVING COMPANIES AND THEIR 
DESIGNERS & ENGRAVERS 

Tf' illiam Clto1·lto11, Vignette Engraver, ( 18.p-187-t ), was born March 20, 1847, and 
was th e son of Willi am C horlton, an a rti st of Manchester, England. He came to America 
ahout 1852, and a t six teen years of age st arted engraving at the National B ank 1ote Co., 
N. Y .. under Alfred Jon es and J ames Smillie until 1872 . Among his engravings we re 
"Newburg H eadquarters" on th e H uJ son. "The l\1onitor at Sea" and many other vig­
nettes. H e th en moved to W ashington to engrave for the Bureau of Engraving and 

\\"illim n C'ho1·Jton 

Printing under George W. Casilear. There he engraved the east front of the Capitol, 
uged on the face of th e $2 banknote , and a Y.( view of the Capitol used on the $1 note. 
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He also engr aved a north sid e view of th e Capitol from his own drawing, before photo­
graphs were avai lable. He died in 187+ while still employed at the Bureau. He engraved 
one vignette used on the Nova Scotian Jc, 2c and 5c stamps of 1860, with profile of Queen 
Victoria. Captain Prudhomme engraved th e fr ame for these stamps. 

Hal"l"y L. Cl10rlton , 1916 

H arry L. Chorlt on, Vignette Engraver ( 1869-livin g 19+8 ) was born in 1869 in 
Brooklyn, N. Y. , th e son of Willi am C horlton , vignette engraver. After attendi ng Cooper 
Union he received instruction in engr av ing about 1883 from Richard Ber ry, then of th e 
Franklin Bank Note Co. in New York. From 1884 to 1886 H arry Cho rlton engraved 
for the H amilton Bank Note Co., N. Y. H e th en began engraving for th e H omer Lee 
Bank l\ote Co. with G. F. C. Smillie :ind Thomas F. Morris, th e designer. Jn 189+ a ll 
three went to the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. He retired from th e Bureau in 19 16 
to live in Californi a, but was recalled to the Bureau when th e United States entered th e 
first world war , and remained th e re until his final retirement in J anu a ry, 1919, when he 
returned to Altadt:na, California . All his proofs were lef t in hi s locker a t th e Bureau for 
other engravers to select for th ei r collection. 

When George U . Rose, Jr. was Ch ief of Engraving ( 1913-1922), he and H arry 
Chorlton collaborated in preparing numerous sta mps. Together th ey engraved many 
essays, late r re-engr aved, such as th e 19 12 P a reel P ost 3c R ai lway P ostal Clerk ( Q3E-A 
Truck at a tr ain ) which vignette \\·as changed to th e 3c des ign as issued. During this 
period one of th e 1912 2c Washington-head sta mp dies was hardened too deep and in 
transfe rring was broken; th ey \\·o rked nights and reengr aved a new die on which th e work 
was so perfect it was not de tected. R ose engraved the fr ame and lettering and Chorlton 
eng raved the head. This was th e 1912 2c W ashing ton head on which phil a telists h ave 
now discove red four types as illustrated in Scott 's U. S. Catalog. Chorlton and Rose 
also reengr aved the 1894 2c die af te r a simi la r c racking, which may account for one of 
three types of tri angles. No offi cial record is kep t of th ese rep air jobs when dies break, 
and the work done at night is not known to the other engravers. 
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While employed with th e Homer Lee B ank N ote Co., Har ry C horlton engraved about 
12 South American st amps and fo r 2J years engraved Yignettes and ornamental scrolls fo r 
th e U. S. stamps and bank notes for the Bu re au. About 1920 he prepared a list of the 
designers and engravers of our U . S. post age st amps f rom data and signed die proofs 
coll ected by H enry G. M andel , and with assistance of Prof. W . E. Hidden, st amp designer 
and son of J. E. Hidden w ho engr aved th e 1846 Provid ence. Postmaster 's st amps. This 
list is a most valuable record of th e unsigned work of our fines t engravers of stamps, with 
many of w hom he was per sonally acqu ainted. The o rig in al list is now probably in the 
lib ra ry of th e L os A ngeles Phil atelic Society, and th e author has used a copy fo r attribu­
tions in hi s w ritings . 

. During his period at th e Bureau, H arry Chorlton engraved all th e Treasury Seals, 
U. S. Coa ts of Arms, Stock Eagles . Fa ir diplomas, Liberty Bonds, etc. E tching the dies 
was his fo rte. Th e " Presid ent 's Commission" pl ate. being too thin and ha rdened all 
through, c racked and a new pl ate had to be engr aved . The Navy vignette at th e bottom 
of thi s pl a te. o rigin ally engraved by C ha rles Burt (Neptune holding a trid ent and st anding 
on a shell being pull ed by seahorses wi th merm aids blowing conk shells and ships in the 
d ist ance) w as reeng raved by Chorlton. Among his oth er engravings are: 

Fo r HAMILTO N BA N K N OTE C O . 1884- 1887. 

N ica rag ua post age st amps, 1895-Coat of Arms series. 
Salva dor post age st amps, I 899-Ceres se ries, lithog raphed . 

For H OMER LEE BA N K N O TE CO. 1887- 189+. 

So uth A mer ica n post age st amps , abo ut 12 ( reco rd is lost ) . 

Fo r BU R EAU OF ENGRAVI N G & PRI N TI NG. 

Coa t of Arms on $ 10, $20 gold ba.:k banknotes. 
Steel W orks at J oli et, Illinois, used on back of $ 10 g reenback banknote. This sub-

ject was late r engraved by him for th e 19 12 P arcel P ost 25c st amp. 
U. S. P ost Office D epartment Building f rom th e architect's drawing. 
U. S. Capitol. W est Front. 
Puerto Rico A rm s on banknotes, a circle only 5/ 16 of an inch in d iameter, the small­

es t a rms eve r engraved fo r th e Bureau. 
Eagle pro fi le faci ng to th e left , wings raised. st anding on the flag, laurel and arrows 

a top a rock, for H amilton Bank No te Co. 

POSTAGE STA MPS: 

1898 1c Ma rquette on M iss issippi, etched by Chorlton, fi nished by G. F . C. Smill ie. 
+c Indian Hunting Buffalo. etched by C horlton, fi n ished by G . F . C. Smillie. 

soc \ Ves te rn M ining Prospector , etched by C horlton, finished by G . F . C . Smill ie. 
190 1 1c S. S. C ity of Alpena, etched by C horlton, fi nished by G. F. C . Smillie. 
1909 2c A laska Yukon, leaves etched by C horlton, fini shed by Rober t P onickau. 
1912 P arce l P ost fra me tr ansfe rred fo r complete set, eng raved by Chorl ton although 

c red ited to Robe rt P onick.1u. 
JC R ai lw ay P os tal C lerk, truck at tr ain essay ( Q JE-A) 
JC R ail way P ostal C lerk. 

2oc Aeropl ane C arrying M ail. 
25c lVI anu fac turing. 

19 q 2c P eace essay (53 7-E) entirely engraved by C horlton, except letter ing by E . M . 
W eeks. 

19 19 J c V icto ry, fl ags engr aved by Chorlton, figure by M . W . Baldwin. 
1906 Philippin es 1p A rms of Ci ty of Manila. · 
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Edward Eve1·ett Myers, Square L ette r Engraver, ( 1865-1933) was born i\IIarnh 9, 
1865 in W ashington, D. C., and on March 11 , 188 1, l\ll ye rs began engraving at th e Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing, also t akin g suppl ement a ry a rt instruction. H e continued 
engraving at the Bureau until his death .January 11, 1933. On July I, 1926, af ter se rving 
about a year as A ssistant Superintend ent , he ,,·as appoi nted Superintendent of th e Engrav­
ing Division. He held th at posi tion until he died-sho rtly after celebra ting his fif tieth 
anniversa ry of service with the Burea u on !\larch 1 I , 1932. 

Among the postage st amps for which he engraved the lette rin g a re: 

19 1 I P os tal Savings: Jc, lOc. 
1912 P arcel P ost: +c, 15c, 25c. 
1912 P os t age Due: IOc. 
1918 Airmail: 16c. 
1922 R egular Issue: 2c, 5c, 7c, 2oc, 25c, 5oc. 

G eo rge Frederick C 11111111i11 g Smillie, Portrait and Vignette Engraver, ( 185+-192+) , 
was born in New York, Novembe r 22, 185+. H e was the son of George Smillie (b. 1811 
in Ed inburgh) of Plainfield, N . J., and a nephew of J ames Smillie the l andscape engraver, 
and of Willi am Cumming Smi llie, letter engraver. Fred Smillie as he was known, studied 
ar t a t Cooper Union and the ra t ional A cademy of Design, and engraving under hi s uncle, 
James Smi llie, and Alfred J ones. At the age of seventeen , in October 1872, hi s firs t 
engraving ent itled "The R eapers" ( Die No . 791) was completed for the American B ank 
Note Co., N. Y., where he was probably app renticed. On May 16, 1876 he began a new 
engagement a t $20 per week which was raised to $25 on July 19, 1876. On October 31 , 
1876 he completed Die No. 497, a portr ait of Samuel F. B. Morse, "l\lly first a ttempt at 
portraiture and so successful that they increa$ed my salary to $35 per week." He con­
tin ued with The American Rank Note Co. at $45 per week af ter th e 1879 amalgamation, 
and was raised to $55 on Oct. 1, 1882 and to $60 on Oct. 2, 1884. 

G. l:<,. ('. Sm ill ie 
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O n April 19, 1887 he began engraving fo r the Ca nada B ank No te Co., in l\/Iontre al, 
for $7.5 a week, but on March 7, 1888 returned to New York to engrave at $70 for the 
Homer Lee B ank Note Co., " ·hich sold out to the American Bank Note Co. on Oct . .5, 
189 1 ; being over $80,000 in debt. On J anu ary 1, 1890 he had begun dividing his time 
equally between the H omer Lee B:ink Note Cu., and C. C . Cheyney of the Western Bank 
Note Co., in Ch icago, at $90 per week. 

He began eng rav ing on '.\l ay 8, 1 89~ a t $120 per \\·eek fur the H am ilton Bank No te 
Co. , 1. Y. with the privi lege of a lso continuing engravi ng for th e Western Bank No te Co. 
In ' ovemher 1893 he returned to th e Homer L ee B a nk Note Co. , since Oct. 1891 a sub­
sid iary of the Americ an B ank :\ ate Co. , engraving 60 hours six days a w eek. 

On March 18, 189+ he ,,·as appointed Chief E ng rave r of the Burea u of E ngraving 
and Printing at an annu a l sa lary of $6000 which was increased voluntarily to $6600 on 
Nov. 1908. He se rved in that capacity until he retired l\ I arch 31 , 1922. During his 
September vacat ion in 1906 he engraved for the H ami lton Bank Note Co. and he traveled 
abroad from l\llay 18 to July 15, 1907 . H e died in \V ash ington, D. C. , Janu ary 21 , 192+. 

Over 208 of Fred Smillie's engraving tool s, m ater ials and a few proofs of his work 
were, in March 1926, given hy his ,,·ife tu th e Smithsonian Institution in Washington, 
where they are on exh ibition. H e \1·as one of the foremost portrait engravers of his time, 
and engraved more than 296 portr:1its and over 133 vignettes. 

When he retired he had a large collection of unfinished essays and fi ni shed proofs of 
stamps which were so ld to and dis11ersed by H. F. Colman , a stamp dealer of Washing ton. 
1\1 r. Colman kep t a li st of these proofs of which th e author has a copy. It fills seven 
legal-size pages t)>ped single space, and included proofs of many U. S. Private Proprietary 
Revenue stamps and Tax Paid R evenue sta mps, beer s tamps, official stamps, and postage 
stamps from 1861 tu 19::i 7; a lso ;'\ ica ragua, Salvador, and Philippines postage, and 
Puerto Rieu revenue proofs . H e also had a "'Coll ec tion of ++ autographs of the engravers 
of stamps appeari ng in this collection ." Th e>e autographs have lung been in the author's 
collection and have been used to illustrate these biographies. 

Fred Smillie reta ined from the above co ll ec tion the proofs of his own eng r avings for 
stamps from 1907 to 1920, portrait vignettes and many other proofs of paper money. A 
great quantity of these, after his death , \1·as obtained by George H . Bl ake, a numi sma ti st. 

Like most eng-ravers, Fred Smillie kept scrap books in which he mounted over 1300 
vignettes and stamp proof engravings ,,·hich he admired. In some cases he had progress 
impressions of several states of the die C" ng ravings sho\\·ing how the engravers tackled their 
problems. Ahout one-third of these nave the names of the engravers noted under them, 
and this information, so difficu lt to obtain as to unsigned vignettes, has provided the au thor 
with many of th e attributions appended to the biographies of the engravers. 

The vignettes of U. S. and Philippines postage stamps he engraved for th e Burea u of 
Engraving and Printing. \1·ith die number and date of completion , are: 

1894 Jc Newspaper, Die P. 0. +6, Jun. +, after Crawford's statue of "Liberty" atop 
the Capitol dome. 

2c Georf:!e W ashin gton, Die P. 0. So, Dec. q 
$2 James Madison, Die P. 0. 62, Aug. 16 . 

1898 Jc Marquette on the Mississippi, Die P. 0. 261, l\Iar. 1 
4c Indian Hunting Buffalo. Die P . 0. 259, Feb. 21 

.50C Western :\ l ining Prospecto r , Die P. 0. 271, :Mar. 25 
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1901 Jc Fast L ake l\avigation (S.S. C ity of Alpena) Die P. 0. 297, Oct. 26 

J902 JC Benjamin Franklin, Die P. 0 . 3 12. l\ov. 11 
2c George W ashington. Die P. 0. 309, O ct. J3 
3c Andrew J ackson, Die P. 0. 3 13, Nov. 28 
+c U . S. Grant, Die P . 0. 308. Sept. 12 
6c James A. Garfield. Die P . 0 . 316. D ec. 12 
8c Martha Washington , Die P. 0 . 3 10. O ct. J7 

:;oc Thomas J efferson, Die P . 0. 317, Dec. 27 

J903 $2 J ames M adison , Die P. 0. 320, J an. 2 J 
$5 J ohn Marshall , Die P. 0. 3 19, J an. 16 
2c Geo rge Washington (shi eld ) , Die P . 0 . >+5· Sept. 2.j. (Die J) 

190+ 2c Georg:e W ashington (shi eld ) , Die P. 0 . >+6. 1\ l ay 23 ( Die IT ) 
2c Thomas J effe rson, Die P. 0 . 3.J.7, Jan . 23 
3c James Monroe, Die P. 0 . 348 , J an. 26 
5c Willi am M cKinl ey, Die P. 0 . 350, J an. 27 

1905 2c Philippines, Dr. J ose Rizal, Die P . 0. 356. 1\ f ar. 22 
+c Phili ppines, Willi am 1\IcKinl ey. Die P. 0. 36 1, Apr. 2J 
8c Philippines. Miguel Lopez de L egaspi. Die P . 0. 367, i\ l ay 2 

J6c Philippi nes, Admiral Willi am T. Sampson. Die P . 0. 368, May 12 
3oc Philippines, Benjamin Franklin . Die P. 0. 36+, Apr. 26 

1907 5c Pocahontas ( '.\ I rs. John Rolfe) Die P. 0. 368. i\ f a r. 20 
1920 2C Landing of th e Pilgri ms, Die P . 0. 382. ;\ ov. 23 

5c Signin g of th e Compact, Die P . 0. 386, l\ov. 2 

Among hi s eng ravings on U. S. paper mon ey are : 

189+ $5 Silve r Certificate face , Die +067 , Sept. 12 
J89s $2 Silve r Ce rt ificate, Die +1 83 , July 20 

$s Sil ver Ce rtifica te, 2nd Die .j.20.j. , O ct. 30 
1897 $ 1 Silver Cer tifi ca te, a lte rat ions to face, Die .J.3.j..j. , 1\ l ar. J 

$2 Silve r Certificate, al te ration s to face. Die +358, June 
$5 Si lver Certifi ca te, alte rat ions to fa c<:> , Die +3+6, April 
$ 1 Eagle of th e Cap itol , Die H J3 , Kov. 8 
$1 Ahraham Lincoln , Die .j..j..j.I , Nov. 29 
$ 1 U lysses S. Grant, Die H.J.7 , Dec. 6 
$2 George W ashington , Die H SI, D ec. 16 

J898 $ 1 Gen. U.S. G rant , Die .j..j..j.8. F eh. q 
1901 $20 National Bank Note hack, U nion and Civ ili zation. Die 55.J.J. Sep. 11 

$ 10 Natio nal Bank Note face, Willi am l\IcKin ley, Die ;\. C. .J.32.J. , Nov. 9 
$5 Nationa l Bank Note face , Benja min H a rrison , Die :'\. C. +368, Nov. 29 

1902 $so National B ank Note back. l\ l echa:iics and Kaviga ti on male figure after Shirlaw, 
Die N . C. S59.J. , J an. 2 

19 J3 

J920 

$50 Nation al Bank Note face , J ohn Sherman , Die ;\ , C. +526. Mar. 15 
$so Na tional B ank Note face , John Sherm an. Die !'\. C. +652, Apr. q 

$ J 00 l'\ a tional Bank Note face. J oh n J. Kn ox, Die N. C. .j..j.62. Jan. JS 
$ 1 oo ' ational Bank note back, t\1·0 male figu res and accesso ri es, Die 1 C. 44S4. 

$ 100 

$20 
$ 10 
$20 

Mar. 28 
F ede r ;i l R ese rve Note hack, af te r K enyon Cox design ove r 30 inches long. 

Die 827 J. Feb. 21 
F ede r '!! Rese rv e l\ote face . Grover C leve land , Die F. R. 19, O ct. 25 
Federal R ese rve l\ ote face. And re,,· J ackson, Die F. R . J 7, Oct. J 8 
bank note hack, th e fi gures in " H arvest" by Ad erenti , Die 10324, Dec. 13 

(TO BE CO~TI NUED) 
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Official Data on 

U. S. NEW ISSUES 

Post Office Department 's announcements 

provide descriptions of stamps, texts of 

dedications, statistics on first-day sales. 
Mississippi Territory 

April q , 1948 R elease No. 434 

The Post Office Department also an­
nounced that sales of th e 1\11 ississippi Terri­
tory commemo rat ive postage st amp at 
Natchez, Mississippi on Apr il 7 amounted 
to 880,346 sta mps sold , \\·hich figure included 
434,804 first-day cove rs cancelled at that office 
on that date. 

Four Chaplains Stamp 

April q , 1948 R elease !'\ o. 434 

P ostmaste r General Jesse '.\1. Don aldson 
today made public descriptions of th e ·Four 
Chaplains and th e Wisconsi n Statehood com­
memorative postage st amps which are to be 
issued on May 28 and l\ l ay 29, respect ively. 

The Four Chap lai ns stamps, which w ill 
honor the heroic Chaplains \\·ho sacrificed 
their lives in the sinkin g of the S. S. Dor­
cheste r in th e North Atlantic in February, 
1943 , wi ll have as its cent ra l motif the sink­
ing of th e D orchester with the fo ur Chap­
lain s, George L. Fox, Clark V. P oling, John 
P . W ashington and Alexander D. Goode 
grouped above in th at o rd er from lef t to 
right. 

Across the top of th e st amp ,,·i ll be th e 
inscription, "These Immortal C haplains ... 
Inte rfa ith in Action" in white Gothic. Across 
the bottom of th e st amp in th e same style 
w ill appea r "3c United Sta tes P ostage 3c." 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXVI I, NO
T he stamp will be 0.84 by r .44 inches ar­
ranged horizontally. The color of the stamp 
w ill be mad e public later, Mr. Donaldson 
sa id. 

The Four Chapla in s stamp, which will 
on first-day sale at Washington , D . C. on 
l\Iay 28 with appropria te ce remonies a t the 
Wh ite House. 

Tuesday, :\I ay 4, 1948 R elease No. 444 

The color of th e Four C hapla ins Stamp 
" ·hich is to be placed on fir st-day sale on 
i\1 ay 28 at W ashington, D. C. will be black. 

May 28, 1948 R elease No. 357 

!lrlrlress of tlr l' H onorable J esse M. 
D o11alrlso11, Postmaster G eneral of th e 
U nit ed Stat es, at t ir e ceremonies inci­
dent t o tir e fi rst-day sale of th e Four 
C lraplnins Commemorative P ostage 
Stamp, at tir e Whit e H ouse, Washing­
to11 , D. C., Friday Morning, May 28, 
1948. 

This is , ind eed, a memorable occas ion, and 
am deeply humbled by th e privilege of par­

ticipating in th ese ce remonies incident to th e 
firs t sale of th e new Four C haplains Com­
memorative P ostage Stamp. 

l\!I e re wo rd s or other expressions canno• 
properly recall at this time the heroic sacri­
fice of th ose fou r gall ant Chaplains who 
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gave their very lives for their fell ow beings. 
The issuance of this United States Post­

age Stamp will pay small , but neverthel ess, 
si ncere and humble tribute to th ese Servants 
of th e Lord of " ·horn it well can be said , 
" Greater Love H ath No M an Th an This, 
That A Man Lay Down His Life For His 
Friends." 

Wh at grea te r manifestation h as ever 
been given of thi s gre at Spiritual Creed? 

To you , 1\1[ r. Pres id ent , who mad e thi s 
stamp possibl e. T can since rely state that I 
beli eve thi s will be th e most popul a r postage 
stamp eve r iss ued by th e U nited St ates Gov­
e rnm ent, and it was with great pleasure th at 
I received your in struction s to proceed with 
th e iss uance of this pa rticul a r st amp. 

P ost age stamps a re, o f th emselves. seem­
in gly in signifi cant pieces of adh es ive pape r, 
but th ey are at th e sa me tim e th e official 
instrument ality by which th e m ail s of thi s 
Na tion a re moved . 

They fi nd th eir w ay into every home in 
th e land and it is my fo nd hope th at an un­
precedented usage of th e Four C hapl a in s 
St amp w ill ca rry thi s g rea t lesson of B ro th ­
erly Love and heroism into eve ry fa mily in 
Am erica . 

W e have o rde red an initi a l printing of one­
h undred and fif tee n milli on of th ese stamps, 
and r fee l ce rta in th at this requi sition to th e 
Bureau of En gr av in g and Printing will have 
to be repea ted many t imes in th e nex t few 
yea rs. 

This new three-cent st amp is ava il abl e 
only at the W ashing ton , D . C. Post Office 
today, but comm encin g tomorron· it " ·ill he 
obtain able at every post office in th e land. 

At this time, Mr. Pres id ent , it gives me 
ex treme pl easure to present th e fi rst shee t o f 
thi s new issue to yo u. toge th e r " ·ith four 
addition al spec i a l~h ee t s fo r th e rela tives of 
each of the C hapl ain s wh o los t th eir lives 
in th e sinking of th e U . S. S. D o rches te r. 

Wisconsin Commemorative 

Ap ril q , 19+8 R elease N o. 43.J. 

The new Wisco nsin Statehood commemor a­
tive postage st amp which is to be pl aced on 
first-day sale at M adison, Wisconsin on l\1 ay 
72 TH E CO
29 n~ill have as its central design a reproduc­
ti on of th e Sta te C apitol Building and a scroll 
depicting an outline map of the State a round 
which in dark Gothic will bi; the wording 
"Wisconsin Centennial 18+8-19+8." Directly 
above th e C apitol in th e same style type will 
he th e word " Forwa rd ." Across the bottom 
of th e stamp n ·ill appea r " United States 
Post age 3c" in white G othic. 

The Wisco nsin stamp will be printed in 
purpl e ink and will he o.8+ by 1.4.J. inches in 
size. a rranged hori zontally with a singl e out­
lin e borde r. 

St amp co ll ec to rs des iring first-day cancell a­
tions . . . may se nd not in excess of 10 ad­
d ressed enve lopes. accomp anied with r emit­
t ances fo r th e st amps to be affix ed, to the 
P ostm as te rs a t .. . l\ r ad ison, Wisconsin, fo r 
serv 1c111g. 

Centenary Souvenir Stamp Sheets 

A pril 19, 19+8 R elease No. 439 

T he P os t Office D epa rtm ent announced 
tod ay th at fo r a limited pe riod th e 15-cent 
Ce ntenary So uv enir Shee t, conta ining repro­
ductions of th e o rig in al 5-cent and 10-cent 
stamps of th e 18+7 se ries, which w as fi rst 
iss ued in l\1 ay, 19+7. w ill be avail abl e at 38 
post offi ces in th e U nited St ates , and H awaii. 

Th e shee t is currentl y avai labl e at th e Ph il­
:ite li c Ageric)· of th e P ost Office D epa rt­
ment in Wa ~d1 ingto n. It is being made avail ­
able a t this t ime as a conv enience to stamp 
co ll ectors, the P ost O ffi ce D epa rtm ent pointed 
ou t, at the fo ll on·ing offices : 

A tl anta, Ga . 
Balt imore. Md. 
Boston, l\I ass. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Buffalo, N . Y. 
Ch icago, 111. 
C incinn ati , 0. 
C leveland , 0 . 
Columbus, 0 . 
D all as, T ex . 
D ay ton, 0 . 
D etroit , l\Iich. 
D enve r, C olo. 
H onolulu , H aw aii 
H ouston, T ex . 

Tndi anapo lis, Ind . 
K ansas C ity, Mo. 
L os A ngeles, Ca li f. 
L ouisv ill e, Ky. 
M emphis, T enn . 
Mi ami , Florid a 
l\Iilwaukee, Wis. 
Minneapolis, Minn . 
New a rk , N. J. 
]'\ ew Orlean s, L a. 
l\ ew York , . Y. 
O akl and , Calif. 
Omaha, Neb. 
Phil adelphia, P a. 
Pitt .;burgh , P a. 
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P ortiand , Oregon 
Roches ter, N. Y . 
St. L ouis, Mo. 
St. P aul , Minn. 

San D iego, Calif. 
San F r ancisco, Calif. 
Scran ton, P a. 
SeattlE, W ash. 

Centenary Sheets at 50 Additional 
Cities 

May IO, I938 R elease No. 447 

T he P ost Office D epartment announced 
today th a t the fo llowing list of cities h as been 
des ignated as sales po ints of th e I5-cent Cen­
tenary Souvenir Sheet , cont aining reprod uc­
t io ns of th e o r igin al 5-cent and JO-cent stamps 
of the r8.p series, w hich was firs t issued in 
May, I9+7· 

The shee t is currently avail able at th e Phil­
atelic Agency of th e P ost Office D epa rtment 
in W ashington and is being made ava ilable 
at th ese cities as a convenience to st amp col­
lecto rs. 

Al ameda, Calif. Little Rock, Ark. 

Albuquerque, N . M ex. L ong Beach, Cali f. 

Annapoli s, Md. 

Atl antic C ity, N . J. 
Bango r , M ain e 

Baton Rouge, L a. 

Beve rly H ill s, Calif. 

Birmingham, Al a. 

Bismarck, N . D ak. 

Bloomington, Ill. 

Boise, I daho 

Carso n C ity, Nevada 

Conco rd, N . H. 

D anb ury, Con n. 

D es Moines , Iowa 

E lmi ra, N . Y. 
E vansville, Ind. 

F lint, M ich. 

Frank for t, Ky. 

Fresno, Cali f. 

G lendale, C ali f. 

Harrisbu rg, P a. 

Hartford , Con n. 

Jackson, M iss. 

L incoln , Nebr. 

M onterey, Calif. 

N iagar a Falls, N . Y. 
O rl ando, F la. 

P asadena, Calif. 

P eo ri a, Ill. 

Phoeni x, Ariz . 

P oughkeeps ie, N . Y. 
P rov idence, R . I. 

P ueblo, Colo. 

R aleigh, N . C . 

Sacramento, Calif. 

St. P ete rsb urg, F la. 

San J uan, P.R. 

Savann ah, Ga. 

Siou x Ci ty, Iowa 

Sp ringfield, Mass. 

T er re H au te, Ind. 

Tope ka, K ans. 

Trenton, N . J. 
T roy, N. Y . 

W ate rbu ry, Conn. 

W ilkes Bar re, P a. 

Y ork , P a. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXVII, N
Postmaster Authori:z:es Five 
New Stamps 

May 5, r948 R elease No. 445 

P ostm as ter Gener al J esse M. D onaldson 
announced today th at he has authorized the 
iss uance of five add itional commemor ative 
post age stamps fo r th e current calend ar year . 

These, th e P ostm as ter General sa id, will 
incl ude a special iss ue honoring Cla ra Bar­
ton, fo un der of th e A merican R ed C ross; a 
JOoth annive rsa ry st amp commemorating th e 
co ming of th e Swedi sh P ioneers to the Middle 
West ; an Oregon Centenni al issue; a special 
st amp commemorating th e JOO yea rs of 
peace and cooperation between th e U nited 
Sta tes and Canada and a commemorative 
st amp honoring th e JOOth anniversary of th e 
a rr ival in w hat is now Oklahom a of th e F ive 
Civil ized Indian Tribes . 

F u r th e r de t ails, relative to size, des ign, 
denomin ation and dates and places of firs t­
day sale of th ese st amps, w ill be made public 
lat e r, th e P ostm as ter G eneral add ed. 

Swedish Pioneers Stamp at Chicago, 
June 4 

M ay II , 1948 R elease No. 448 

P ostm as ter G eneral J esse M . D onaldson 
announced today th at the new commemora­
tive post age stamp, which is to be issued in 
conjunction w ith th e IOOth ann iversary of 
th e co ming of th e Swedish pionee rs to the 
Midd le W est , is of th e 5-cent denomination 
and w ill be placed on firs t-d ay sale at th e 
Ch icago, Illinois, P ost Office on June 4. 

The new st amp, w hich is blu e in color , is 
o.8+ by r.44 inches, arranged horizon tally, 
w ith a single outlin e frame. The centr al de­
sign dep icts a Swedi sh pioneer moving wes t­
ward wi th a cove red wagon. A rranged in 
t wo ve r t ical rows, one on each end, a re 
twelve stars rep resent ing th e 12 Midwestern 
Sta tes se ttl ed by th e Swedes . 

Across the top of th e stamp in a single l ine 
on a ribbon is th e wording "Swed ish Pioneer 
Centenni al" in dark Go thic, just below which 
is the denom in ation "5c", and arr anged on 
eith e r side j ust below th e cent ra l des ign a re 
th e dates " I848 1948" in th e same style. The 
O. 3 73 
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base is formed by a dark panel on which is 
the white Gothic lette ring "United States 
Postage." 

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancella­
tions of this stamp m ay send a limited number 
of addressed envelopes, not in excess of IO, 

to th e Postmaster at Chicago, with a money 
order or postal note remittance to cove r the 
cos t of the stamps to be affixed. 

Progress of Women Stamp 

June+, 1948 Release No. 462 

Postmaster General Jesse M. Donaldson 
today made public the description of the new 
Progress of Women 3-cent commemorative 
postage stamp which is to be pl aced on first­
day sale on July 19 a t Seneca Falls, N. Y. , 
scene of the First Woman 's Rights Conven­
tion in r 848. 

The new stamp, which is purple in color, 
is o.8+ by 1.44 inches, arranged horizontally, 
with a single outline frame. Its central motif 
comprises the portraits of Elizabeth Stanton, 
Carri e C. Catt and Lucretia Mott, three of 
the outstanding leaders in th e Century of 
Progress of American Women, arranged from 
left to right in that order in ovals on a dark 
background. Above the portra its appea rs the 
white Gothic lettering "United States Post­
age. Below the central design is a light 
ribbon on which is the dark Modified Roman 
wording " 100 Years Of Progress of Women 
1848 - 1948." At each end of this ribbon is 
the denomination "3c" in white Gothic. 

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancella­
tions of this stamp may send a limited num­
ber of addressed envelopes, not in excess of 
10, to the Postmaster, Seneca Falls, New 
THE C
York, with postal note or money order re­
mittance to cover the cost of th e st amps to 
be affixed . 

William Allen White, U. S.-Canada 
Stamps 

July 8, 1948 Rele ase No. 474 

Postm aster General Jesse M. Donaldson 
tod ay made public the descriptions of the 3c 
Willi am Allen White and the 3c United 
States-Canad a Friendship commemorative 
postage stamps which are to be iss ued on 
July 31 and August 2, respectively. 

The Willi am Allen White stamp h as as its 
centr al motif a portrait of the famous author 
and editor arranged in an oval fr ame against 
a background of colonial design. At the 
base of the portrait is shown a closed book, 
scroll, quill pen and an inkwell, the symbol of 
authors. The words "William Allen White" 
appear a t the base of the st amp in a narrow 
panel with white ground. The denomination 
designation , with the numeral 3 above and 
the word "Cent " below, appear in two lines 
in an ornamental shield-shaped panel, partly 
bordered with laurel leaves, in the lower 
right co rner. Across the top of the stamp is 
the wording "United States Postage." All 
lettering is solid Gothic in the color of the 
stamp. Th e st amp is 0.85 by 0.98 inches ar­
ranged vertically, printed by the rotary proc­
ess and electric-eye perforated. It will be 
issued in sheets of 70 and is purple in color. 

The Willi am Allen White stamp will be 
pl aced on fir st-day sale at Emporia, K ansas, 
on July 31. Stamp collectors desiring first­
day cancellations of this new stamp may send 
not in excess of 10 addressed envelopes, ac­
companied with remittances for the stamps to 
be affixed to the Postmaster at Emporia. 
OLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVll , NO. 3 
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A CENTURY OF FRIENDSHIP 
UNITED STATES - CANADA 

1848-1948 

The United States-Canada Friendship com­
memorative stamp has as its central design 
the old bridge known as the Niagara Railway 
Suspension Bridge. Above the bridge ar­
ranged in three lines of dark Gothic letter­
ing is "A Century of Friendship United 
States-Canada 1848-19+8." Across the lower 
border appears the wording "United States 
Postage 3c" in white Gothic. 

The stamp is 0.84 by r.4+ inches arranged 
horizontally with a single outline frame, 
printed by the rotary process and electric-eye 
perforated. The stamp will be issued in 
sheets of 50, and the color will be announced 
later. 

The United States-Canada Friendship 
commemorative stamp will be placed on first­
day sale at Niagara Falls, New York on 
August 2. Stamp collectors desiring first day 
cancellations of this new stamp may send not 
in excess of 10 addressed envelopes, accom­
panied with remittances for the stamps to be 
affixed, to the Postmaster at Niagara Falls. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVII, NO.
Five Cent New York Colden Air Mai l 

June 29, 1948 Release No. 473 

The Post Office Department today made 

public the description of the new five cent 

Golden Anniversary of New York City Com­

memorative Air Mail Stamp which is to be 

placed on first-day sale on July 31 at New 

York, New York. 

The new stamp, which is red in color, is .75 

inches by .87 inches, arranged vertically. Its 

central motif comprises the five New York 

City Boroughs on a dark background, around 

which is a ring bearing the inscription, "1898 

The City of New York 1948 Golden Anni­

versary" in dark Roman. Circling the ring 

are seven modern airplanes. The wording 

"United States Postage" appears across the 

top of the stamp in one line of white Modified 

Roman. In the same style across the bottom 

appears "5c U. S. Air Mail 5c." 

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancella­

tions of this stamp may send a limited num­

ber of addressed envelopes, not in excess of 

10, to the Postmaster at New York City, 

with postal note or money order remittance 

to cover the cost of the stamps to be affixed. 
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U. S.-Canada Friendship 

Jul.I I 3, 1948 R elease No. 477 

The Un ited Sta tes-Canada Friendship 
St :u np w hich is to be placed on firs t day sale 
at Niagara Falls, N. Y. , on August 2, will 
be inri nted in blue . 

Francis Scott Key Stamp 

July 13, 19+8 R elease No. 477 

Postm as ter General J esse M. Donaldson 
t oday announced the description of th e three 
cen t Francis Scott K ey commemorative 
pos tage st amp which is to be placed on fi rst­
day sale at Frederick, Maryland, on August 
9, 1948. 

The st amp, wh ich is red , is o.8+ by i.44 
inches, a rr anged horizontally, wi th a na rrow 
light band border. The central design is a 
portr ai t of Francis Scott K ey in an oval, be­
low which appear s his name in white Gothic 
on a dark background. The American fl ags 
of the Period of 1814 and today a re draped on 
th e left and r ight sides of the portra it , re­
spectively. The old K ey H ome appea rs in 
the lowe r lef t co rner, and in th e lower right 
co rne r is For t McH enry wi th dark Gothic 
lettering on ribbons identifying each. Above 
the centr al design is the da rk Gothic letter­
ing "U. S. P ostage," to th e lef t and right of 
which is th e denomin a tion "3c" in th e same 
style. 

The new st amp w ill be iss ued in sheets of 
50 and an initial order of I 15,000,000 h as 
bee n authorized. 

Stamp collectors desiring fir st -day cancel­
l ati ons of this stamp m ay send not in excess 
of 10 self-addressed envelopes to th e P ost-
THE C
m as te r a t Frederick w ith money order o r 
postal note remittance to cove r th e cost of th e 
s t amps to be affixed . 

Salute to Youth Stamp 

June 2.j., 19+8 R elease 1 o. 469 

Postm as te r Gener al J esse M. Donaldson 
announced today th at he has au th orized th e 
issu ance of a spec ial comm emo r ative postage 
s t ~ mp hono ring the Y outh of America. 

Fu rth e r det a il s relat ive to the denomina­
tion , size , date , and pl ace of th e first -day sale, 
toge th e r with th e full description of th e s tamp 
w ill be m ade public later by the P ost Office 
Depa rtment, the Postmaster General said. 

J uly 13, 1948 R elease No. 478 

P ostm as ter General J esse M. Donaldson 
today announced th e desc ription of th e three 
cent " Salute To Youth " comm emor ative post­
age sta mp which wi ll be dedicated by Presi­
drnt Truman a t W ashington, D. C., on Aug­
ust 11 , 19+8. 

The new st amp is 0.84 by 1.44 inches, ar­
ranged horizont ally, wi th a si ngle ou tl ine 
fram e. The lef t central portion depicts a 
girl and a boy walkin g in step ca rryin g books, 
and to th e r ight is a dark shield on which is a 
light panel bea ring the word ing "Youth 
Month Sept. 1-30, 1948" in dark Go thic. 
Five st a rs appea r below this panel. The let­
tering "Saluting Young Ame r ica" and "Unit­
ed Sta tes Post age" in dark Gothic appea rs 

SALUTING YOU NG AMER I CA 

YOUTH 
MONTH 
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across th e top and bottom, respectively. The 
denom in a ti on "3c" in w hite Gothic appea rs in 
each lower co rner on a dark circular back­
ground . The st amp w ill be issued in sheets 
of 50, and an initial printing order of 75 ,000,-
000 has been au thorized. 

The issuance of the stamp is one of the 
important features of Youth Month which is 
to be obse rved in September th rough out the 
cou ntry with special ac tivities and youth 
tributes by newspape rs, magaz in es, radio and 
motion pictures. 

In ann ou ncing th e descri ption of the new 
st amp, th e P ostm aster General declared, 
"The P ost Office D epa rtm ent is pro ud to 
pl ay a part in th e observance of Youth 
Month. America looks to our you th of to­
day, because th e future destiny of this coun­
try depend s in large measure on th e younger 
genera ti on. 

" Only by continuing to recognize th e im­
port ance of the men and women of tomorrow 
can America maintain th e strong bulwark 
of freedom th at it is today," Mr. Don ald s~n 
sa id : 

Stamp collectors desiring first day can­
cellations of thi s new stamp may send not 
in excess of IO self- addresse r! envelopes to 
the Postm as te r at W ashington, D. C ., with 
post al note or money order remittance to 
cover th e cos t of the stamps to be affixed. 

The colo r of this new stamp w ill be an­
nou nced la te r. (blue) . 

Palomar Observatory Stamp 

July 20, I 9.J.8 R elease No. 481 

Postm as te r General J esse M . Don aldson 
today announced th e descrip tion of the three 
cent P alomar l\l[ou nta in Observatory com­
memorative pos tage st amp which is to be 
pl aced on fir st-day sa le a t Palomar Moun tain , 
Ca li fornia , on Augus t 30, 19+8. 

Th e new st amp is .85 by .98 inches, ar­
ranged vertically with a single outline fr ame. 
The centr al motif is an exter ior view of the 
P alomar Mou nt ai n Observatory with th e 
n ame in whi te Go thic just above. In the low­
er left co rn er on a dark background appea rs 
TH E COLLECTORS C LU B PHILATELIST, VOL . XXV ll , NO
the denom in a tion "3c" fo llowed by the wo rd­
ing "United States P ostage" in the same style, 
and just above appears the date " 1948" in 
dark Gothic. 

The stamp is printed by the ro t a ry proc­
ess, is electric-eye perforated and will be is­
sued in sheets of 70. A n initi al printing order 
of 50,000,000 st amps has been au th orized . 

Samuel R . Youn g, Execu tive Assistant to 
the Postmaster General and a member of 
Na tion al Capital A stronomers of W ashing­
ton , D . C., has been designated to r epresent 
P ostmaste r General Don aldson at the P alo­
mar :Mountain Observatory ceremonies when 
th e new st amp is placed on first-day sale. Mr. 
Young has gained considerable reputation as 
an amateur ast ronomer. 

Stamp collectors, as tronomers, scientists 
and others desiring to ob ta in first-day cancel­
la tions of this new stamp m ay send not in 
excess of 10 self-addressed envelopes to the 
P ostm as ter at P aloma r Mountain , Califor­
ni a, with post al note or money order remit­
t ance to cover th e cost of th e st amps to be 
affixed. 

Oregon Territory Stamp 

July 20, 1948 Release No. 482 

Postmaster General J esse M. Don aldson 
tod ay announced th e description of th e three 
cent Oregon Territory Centenni al commem­
ora tive postage stamp which is to be placed on 
sale at Oregon C ity, Oregon, on August 14, 
19+8. 

The st amp is 0.84 by 144 inches, arranged 
horizontally, w ith a single outline frame. 
The central des ign depicts a wagon on the 
Oregon Trail with th e dark Roman lette r­
in ~ " Oregon T errito ry Centenni al" within a 
circle on wh ich appears th e w hite Gothic 
dates "18+8-19+8." Arranged in the upper 
lef t and right co rners respectively are ovals 
bea ring th e po rtra its of John McLaughlin 
and J ason L ee . Below each por tra it is th e 
denom ination "3c" in white Modified Roman. 
In th e upp er center is the word ing "U. S. 
P ostage" in da rk Rom an. 

Th e new stamp is printed by the Rotary 
process, is electric-eye perfora ted and will be 
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issued in shee ts of 50. An initial printing 
o rd er of 50,000,000 st amps has been au thor­
ized. The color of th e st amp w ill be an­
nounced later. 

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancel-
TH E C
lations of this new st amp may send not in 
excess 6f 1 o self-add ressed envelopes to th e 
P ostm aster at Oregon C ity, Oregon, with 
postal note o r money order remittance to 
cove r th e cost of th e stamps to be affixed. 
Complete Stamp Program for the Remainder of the Year Outlined 

July 21 , 19+8 Rele ase ~ o. 48+ 

As a convenience to stamp collectors, the P os t Office Department tod ay made public a 
complete list of new postage st amps to be issued during th e remainder of 1948, together with 
the places and first day sale of each. 

This new list in its entirety follows: 
All 3 cent Stamps except the New York Golden Ju bi lee, w hich 1s 5 cents. 

July 1948 

New York Golden Anniversary _______________________ ____ New York, N. Y . -----------··--··-----·--·--------- July 31 
Wi ll iam Allen White ____________________________________________ E mporia, Kansas ----·- ____ ____ ·---------------------- Jul y 31 

August 1948 

U . S.-Canada Friendship ________________________________________ Niagara Falls, N. Y. ________________________________ Aug. 2 

Francis Scott K ey ---------------------------------------------------F red crick, Md. -· ________________________________________ Aug. 9 
Salute to Youth ____________ _________________________________________ W ash ington, D. C. ---------------------------·------- Aug. r r 
Oregon Territory _________________ ___________________________________ Oregon C ity, Oregon ________________________________ Aug. r + 
H arl an Fiske Stone _____________ __________________________________ Ch es te rfi el d, N . H . ___________________________________ Aug. 2 5 
Palom ar Mountain Observatory __________________________ P alom ar Mountain, Calif. ________________________ Aug. 30 

September 1948 

Clar a Bart on ___________________ _________________________________________ Oxford, Mass. -------------------------------------------·Sept. 7 
P oul try Industry ------------------------------------------------------New H aven, Conn . __________________________________ Sep t. r+ 
.Gold Star Mothers __________________________________________________ W ashington, D. C. _______________ _____________________ Sep t. 2 r 

Fort K earny -------------------------------------------------------------- Mind en, Nebr. __________________________________________ Sept. 22 

October 1948 

Volunteer Firemen -----------------------------------------------Dover, D el. _________________________ ____________ __ _________ Oct. 4 
Indian Centennial ____________________________________________________ Muskogee , 0 kl a. __________________________ ______________ Oct. 15 

Rough Riders ___ ------------------------------------------------------Prescot t, Ariz. ------------------- -·-··------------------· O ct. 2 7 

November 1948 

Will Roge rs _______ ---------------·--------------------------------------C la remore, Okla. ______________________________________ Nov. 4 
Fort Bliss _________________________________________________________________ E l Paso, Tex as -· ______________________ ______________ ____ Nov. 8 

Moina Mich ael ·------------------·-----------------------------------.Athens, Ga. ________ · _______________________________________ Nov. 9 
Juli ette Low ________________________________ ___________________________ Savann ah, Ga. ___ ·-----···---------- ____________________ Nov. I 5 
Gettysburg Address ________ ____ ____________________________________ Ge ttysburg, Pa. --------·- ______________________________ Nov. r 9 
American Turners Society ___ _________________________________ Ci nci nn ati , Ohio -----------·---------------- ·--- _______ Nov. 20 

December 1948 

J oel Ch andler H a rris ___________________________________________ Eatonton , Ga. _________________________________ ____________ Dec. 9 
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U:NllESEll VED 

PUBLIC AUCTION SALE 
28 VOLUME 

WORLD WIDE COLLECTION 
Formed Ly the late 

Mrs. JOSEPHINE BlllD DALL of Kam~as City. Mo. 

UNITED STATES 

P01SSESSIONS 
AIRPOST STAMPS OF THE WORLD 

BRITISH COLONIALS 

19th CENTURY - USED and UNUSED 

20th CENTURY, UNUSED, PRACTICALLY COMPLETE 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

BALANCE OF THE WORLD-MOSTLY UNUSED 

Catalogue to be issued in Two Parts : 
PART I-UNITED STATES, POSSESSIONS, AIRPOST, 

BRITISH COLONIES 

PART 11-FOREICN COUNTRIES 

Each part fully illustrated-copy upon request. 

SEPTEMBER SALE 
of UNITED STATES-POSSESSIONS 

and a SUPERB COLLECTION of 
Blll'l'ISD COLONIAlS 

SEPTEMBER 28th, 29th, 30th, 1948 

EDSON J. FIFIELD 
500 .'itlt AVENUE NE\V YOUK 18. N. Y. 
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Specialists in the sale 
of FINE STAMPS by 

Auct ion 

HARMER ROOl(E & CO., Inc. 
560 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 
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Coming in September 

SCOTT!'S VOL. I 
1949 CATALOGUE 

·y ou know that you need the latest "Scottalog" if you 

want to fully enjoy and understand your stamps, and 

keep informed on prices . 

\V"hy not tell your dealer today to put you on his list for the 

new, vastly revised l 949 Standard Catalogue, Vol. I, so you 

wi ll get your copy as soon as it's out The price is still $J.50 

a volume. 

TIP : To keep your 1949 Scott up to date, start your sub­

scription to Scott's Monthly Journal with the August issue. 

It w ill contain the first Monthly Supplement to the 1949 Vol. 

I Catalogue. (You can subscribe for a year for $2.) 

§ COTT P UBLICATION§, Inc. 
GORDON R. HARMER, President 

I WEST 4 7th STREET e EW YORK 19, N . Y. 
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VALUABLE PUBLICATIONS 

UNITED STATES, U. S. POSSESSIONS 
& BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 

Complete except for the great raritiP~. t hi s 128-page 
catalog, with more than 1 ,000 illustrations for your con­
venient reference, lists and prices all major varie ties of 
th <:> countries inclu<led . It serves not only as a valuable 
chec k list anrl gu ide, but also as a r eli a ble source of s upply 
for these popular stamps at economical prices. Every col­
l ec tor needs thi s useful and authoritative ca ta log. Send 
for a copy t oday if you do not a lrea<ly have one. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

STAMPS OF MODERN EUROPE 
With 128 pages, informative write-ups, and beautiful 

Illus trat ions. this comprehensive cata log li s ts and pri ces 
one of the most attractive of all spec ial groups: The 20th 
Century I ssues of Modern Europe. H ere yo u will find -
from Andorra to Vatican City - those at tractive stam ps 
whi ch t ell so vividly the s tory of our own times, and 
which ha ve enjoyed s uch ra pidly increasing popnl a ri t.v in 
recent yea rs. Send fo r a copy t oday and see for yourself 
why ''l\Iodern Europe" is one of the most interest ing and 
impor tant sto mp catalogs eve r published. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS 
Devoted to one of the most popnlor of all th e special 

groups, this beautiful illustrate<] 128-pai!e cu ta log lists -
from Aden t o Za n zibar - t he 20th Cen tu ry lss n<'s of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations. So far a s we know, 
it is the only publication of its kind in the world ; a nd 
since it is backed by what we beli eve to be th e rnost 
compr ehensive ex is ting stock of British 20th Century 
issueR, we fee l ce r tai n you will find it in va lua hl e : both as 
a r l' ft>reuce list , a nd as a co n n~ nit• nt so urce of supply -
at fa rnrable prices - for these none-too-p lentiful stamps. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

AIRMAIL STAMPS 
"Quite the fin es t thing in the airmail line to appear in 

the U. S. A."-Geo r ge Van D en B erg. " B est presentation 
yet ma<le of the fasc inations of coll ec ting ai rmail stamps. 
A 11tust for eve ry collector."- Stamps 'lagazi ne. "O ne of 
the finest volumes .• .. In effect, a complete priced ca talog 
of t he world 's airma il stamps."-Lin n's Weekly Stamp 
N ews. '·Attrac tive prices."-Cn mcle n Courier-Post. "Most 
beautiful price li st of a irma il stumps we have ever seen . 
. . . A valuable g uide and check list, well worth a dollar." 
-Weekly Phila t elic Gossip. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL 
To repleni sh our ext ensive reta il s tocks we are cons tantly buying-at 

gen erous prices-collections and accumulations of postage stamps, provided 
they are worth $50 or m or e . . . . Our free apprai sals, good prices and prompt 
payments-with no haggling or delays-have made us innumera ble friends 
among collectors with s tamps to sell. . . . Send for our free booklet of val­
ua ble information, "If You Ha ve Stamps to Sell," and r ead it for your own 
protec tion before disposing of your collect ion. Free on Req1'est. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO., 61 Transit Bldg., BOSTON 17, MASS. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxvn , NO. 3 
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35th Auction Sale in Zurich 

SEPTEMBER 13th to 18th, 1948 

Break -up of diffe rent properties, including a 
practica ll y co mpl ete mint airma il coll ection, 
specia li zed co ll ection of Rom agna and Roman 
States, rare stamps an d lot s of Britis h Colonies 
a nd other countries. The whole material will 
be sold without reserve. The highest bidder 
sh a ll be the buyer. Illustrated cata logue, con­
tainin g more tha n 4000 lots, free on req uest. 
Ask for by return airmai l, so t hat you will get 
it in time to mail your bids ea r1y. 

CORI NPHIL A Z URICH 23 
Bahnhofstrasse 76 (Switzerland) 
8+ THE COLLECTORS CLU B PH I LATEL IST, VOL. XXV ll , NO. 3 



LIBERIA 
(Continued from page 60) 

with name of printer. Stamps w ere litho­
g r aphed in London . Out of the afo remen ­
tioned 200 ex amples only 22 are used and 
all th e numbers a re not r ep resented in these 
used stamps. All a re cancelled in the two 
first-mentioned towns, except two copies can­
celled with a st amped "paid" and one in red 
a t a sea post-office. 

Many st amps cancelled "Monpowa" are 
found, and the writer beli eves that every one 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXV!l, NO
of the stamps so cancelled is a coun terfeit, as 
he is in possession of sheets of the 6 and 24, 
all cancelled from the alleged place. If it 
existed in the days of which we speak the 
popul ation mu st have consisted of natives liv­
ing in thatched houses, and one or two wh ite 
men who were engaged in trading. It is very 
doubtful if a single letter was ever mailed 
from that benighted spot (if, t ru ly, it even 
existed). 

The 1880 issue, which is quite common, is 
cancelled officially generally with six thick 
ba rs. 
Boston Auction Sales 
I hold auctions regularly in Boston, and would be 

glad to send my Catalogues to any Collector applying 
for t,hem. 

I am always in the market for collections, U . S. or B. N. A., which 
I will buy for ca.sh outrig·ht, or sell at private sale, or at auction on a 
commission basis. If desired, a liberal advance against pending sales 
will be allowed on any desirable items. 

DANIEL F. l(ELLEHER 
7 Water Street Room 404 Boston, Mass. 
. 3 85 



REVIEWS 
(Continued from page 63 ) 

pire Postage Stamps is anything but simple 
and since a high proportion of the express ions 
of opinion emanate from the pen of Robson 
L owe, I fe el a circumspect approach is ad­
visable. 

It might with some justification be sug­
ges ted th at in a volume th a t can lay some 
clai m to being a wo rk of r eference th a t 
prices a re ou t of pl ace; against this the sat­
isfacti on to a la rge number of collectors of 
th e reigning valuation of an item cannot be 
l ightly di smissed. 

If you know Robson Lowe, his views on 
Briti sh postage stamps, and his curiously 
uniqu e coll ection of Great Brita in , you will 
no t be surpri sed at w hat you find in these 
th ree-h und red-odd pages. The book has been 
divid ed into six parts which I mu st t ake in 
order. 

P ar t r. The H and struck P ostage Stamps 
of Grea t B r ita in. An interes ting introduc­
tion which explains th e r a ison d 'etre of col­
lecting this type of mate rial is follow ed by an 
excell ent a rticle by G eo rge B rumell on " P ost-
86 THE C
al H is to ry in O utlin e," and th e postal letter 
r a tes from 1638 to 19+8. The main cata­
logue of hand struck st amps then t akes nea rly 
a hundred pages and much of it is entirely re­
written in a logical and more interes ting a r­
r angement. T he uni form P enny P ost st amps 
of 18+0 have now been extended to thi r ty 
page.s and th e re a re over ++o different types 
illu strated making a tot al of 933 in th e first 
pa rt of th e catalogue. 

P a r t 11 de als w ith the ad hes ive post age 
st amps of G rea t Brita in and th e int rod uction 
includes a va lu able chapte r on condit ion w hich 
is illustra ted so th at th e coll ector may app re­
ciate w hat qu alities influence th e enh ance­
ment in va lue . Fo r in stance, th e penny bl ack 
pl ate V I is cat alogued at 20/ - and t en copies 
a re illustr ated from stock priced at sum s 
varying from 20/ - to £5. Oth er examples 
a re illu str ated in th e late r line-eng raved and 
surface printed iss ues. 

The ar rangement of th e cat alogue is re­
vised. Three refe rence numbers being given 
to each st amp--R egent, Gibbons and Scott 
respectively. The desc ription of th e issue in­
cludes notes on the size of sheets and after 

(Continued on page 87 ) 
CRYST AL- MOUNT S 
A beautiful , safe , inexpensive 

protect ing mount for stamps, 

b loc ks and covers. Used by 

thousands of co ll ectors. Made 

of spa rk ling crysta l-clear eel -

lulose acetate , approved for 

sa fety by U. S. Bureau of 

Standards.. Tr ial -order " As-

sorted Pac kage , 60c" from 

your favor ite dealer , o r 

send to us for free samples. 

CUTS and FOLDS 
TO FIT ALL SIZES 

H. E. H ARRIS & CO. 
8 Transit Bldg., Boston 17, Mass. 
O

FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

SDMETI ME every co llector wa n ts 
some specia l ser vice. H e wa nts to 
sell his collection for the bes t pos­

s ibl e price; h e wa n ts to bu y a g r eat 
rarity or a n unusu a l g r oup of s ta m ps, 
n ot t o be found in dealer s' r eg ul a r 
s tocks; h e wa nts r e li a ble information 
a bout hi s philatelic a ff a irs . Jus t su ch 
se rvice is th e sole fun ct ion of J. C. 
Mo rgentha u & Co., Inc. The com pan y 
has n othin g to sell ; it ac t s , on commis­
s ion , for collectors who wish t o a dd to 
t h eir coll ec tions or dispose of th em in 
wh ole or in par t . Coll ections fo r dis­
posal a r e examined withou t cos t (except 
postage) to t h e own er a nd commissions 
a re cha r ged only on comple ted t r a ns­
ac ti ons . If yo u want to buy or sell . 

Always Ask Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC. 
(Subs id ia ry of Scott Sta m p & Coin Co. Inc. ) 

West 47th St., New York, N. Y. 
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REVIEWS 
(Continued from page 86) 

the main price list follows details and prices 
of Proofs, Essays, Colour Trials, Imprima­
turs, Specimens, Covers, Pieces and Blocks. 

The catalogue is not entirely orthodox as 
issues are listed chronologically. The second 
line-engraved section, that of the 1854-57 per­
forated issues is re-arranged into a more 
logical manner, thereby completing an inno­
vation that was started some years ago by 
others. The S. C. 14 is now divided into four 
sub-headi ngs: 

Die I 
Die I 
Die II 
Die II 

Alphabet I 
Alphabet II 
Alphabet II 
Alphabet III 

This concession to th e several thousand col­
lectors who know th eir alph abets will be 
appreciated and th e illust rations of the alph a­
bets wi ll prove a useful gu ide to those who 
are not yet au fait with their A to T. 

Other innovations in the l ater issues in­
clude details and valuations of booklets and 
the re-writin g of the Edward VII issues. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATEL IST , VOL. XXVII, N
Control letters are not listed but are dealt 
with in an a rticle th a t mentions the rarities. 
C hannel Islands are dismissed w ith a cut­
ting comment but a real development for the 
specialist is the illustration of essays w hich 
now fi ll thirteen pages. The specialized data 
on the line-engraved issues has been consid­
erably expanded and now includes no less than 
nine pages devoted to the plating of the penny 
black. The author writes "It is not sug­
gested that plating may be achieved but of 
th e 2,880 penny blacks, nearly one thousand 
may be identified with certainty." 

Part III comprises an entirely re-written 
priced catalogue of the postal Stationery of 
Great · Britain with special chapters on the 
Mulready and other pictorial envelopes gar­
ni shed with illu strations of these attractive 
covers. This par t is a typical example of the 
motif of the catalogue but as it only uses 
twenty-five pages it is probably more easily 
und erstood. The gener al and specialised 
collector may find all he wants-the dilettante 
(who probably gets more out of his hobby 
th an his more serious-minded brethren) may 
dip in every few pages and find selected gems 
illustrated and described for his delight. 

(Concluded on page 88) 
France and Colonies 
still the specialty of 

NASSAU STAMP COMPANY 

If you wish to be kept informed : 

If you want to bring your collection 
up to date 

If yon would like to receive our 
occasional publications, lists, etc. : 

COMMUNICATE WITH US 
Our concern, keeping an up to 

date complete stock, is to serve the 
collector. 

NASSAU STAMP COMPANY 
~f ~ RAOUL LESGOR ~~~ 
68 Nassau St., New York 7, N. Y. 
O

THE OHLMAN GALLERIES 
PRESENTS 

A Plan and a Policy 
THAT HAS OPERATED DURING ITS 35 

YEARS OF PUBLIC STAMP AUCTION 
SERVICE TO A WIDE CL.IENTELE 

OF BUYERS AND SELLERS. 

Here indeed is a well-knitted organiza­
tion of expert cataloguers and auction per­
sonnel, trained in the traditi ons of trust and 
philatelic technique, always cooperating with 
those who have philatelic properties of 
value to dispose of and with the bidding­
buying collectors. 

The disposal of your philatelic property 
becomes a sacred trust with us. Our terms 
are reasonable. Satisfaction has been es­
tablished. We make liberal advances and 
pay promptly. 

Our Illustrated * CATALOGUES * 
Are Sent Gratis. 

Ohlman Galleries 
ASDA (Est. 1912) APS 

116-C. Nassau St., New York 7 , N. Y. 
. 3 



REVIEWS 
(Concluded from page 87) 

P ar t IV li sts the British Empire in Europe 
and now includes Cyprus, Gibraltar, Malta 
and Southern Ireland. With th e exception of 
the las t named , th e adhesive issues were pre­
ceded by the handstruck st amps and the 
British stamps used in th e colony. The li st­
ing of th e used abroads is novel and interest­
ing and is probably of gre ater use to the 
collector th an long detailed lists. 
88 TH E 
P a rt V cove rs th e ex-British possessions in 
Europe-British issues only, and th e ed itori al 
pen is seen in the inclusion of pa rag raphs on 
France and Minorca ! The more serious sid e 
of th e hobby is catered for by excellent li sts 
of H eligoland and Ioni an I slands-both dealt 
w ith in th e g;rand mann er. Heligoland has 
th e rep rints of each iss ue described fo llowing 
th e catalogue li st ing of th e genuin e stamps. 

P ar t VI embraces th e British Consular and 
other P ost Offices in E urope w ith Crete, Ger­
m any, Long I sland , P ortugal, Spain , Turkey 
and th e L evan t. 
Regular Monthly Auction Sales 

* 
Three Days' Sale Each Month 

(1800 LOTS) 

Catalogue Free Upon R equest. 

We provide every possible serv­
ice including appraisal, expertiz­
ing, and cash in advance. 

Lots will be carefully described. 

* 
BILLIG A RICH 

55 W. 42 STREET, ROOM 630-1 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

S t•ecinlists & Experts for Foreign S tnn1ps . 
o,~ er ::..; Yenrs in Business. 

Phone PEnnsylYania 6-7637 
CO
MISSION 
MIXTURE 

W e have purchased a quantity of 

mixture th at docs not 

have been picked over. 

the bulk of the mixture 

appear to 

Naturally 

consists of 

common low values of the current 

W ar issue, but there is a fair sprink­

ling of high values, a irmails, spe­

cials, com memoratives and New­

foundl and . Sold just as received 

from Canadian and I ewfoundland 
m1ss10ns. 

$1.50 PER LB. 10 LBS. $14.00 

~ J. N. SISSONS 
204 Glenrose Ave., Toronto, Can. 
 

THE NEW ISSUE SERVICE I 
PARTICULARS FREE 

SPECIAL 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

All business correspondence and the New Issue Service will 
be carried on at the fo llowing address until further notice : 

Y. Q. , ROTHERFIELD, SUSSEX Phone: Rotherfield 1 5 3 

?.f y Stra n d Office is still ope n and a good stock and wide range of British and 
British Colon ials is available for filling in wants and missing varieties . 

Business As 

R. ROBERTS 
PHONE-TEMPLE BAR 2888 1
- Usual in Spite of 

Dealer In Rare Stamps 
Im.porter of New Issues 

R e d u c e d S t a f f _

1
430, STRAND, W. C. 2 
CAB LES-E.X.STAMPUS. LONDON 
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Did Yo•• Know That 

• 

AMERICAN BUYERS 
in 

LONDON AUCTIONS 
can place their bids 
and secure their lots 

through our 

PHILADELPHIA OFFICE 
thus simplifying the 
forwarding of bids 

and 
avoiding the necessity 

for 
securing drafts for payment 

direct to London 

Send fo r detail s of our 

WORLDWIDE STAMP ORGANISATION 

A 11 ction Catalogues Will B e Sent P ostfree On R equest . 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50 PALL MALL S.W. 1 721 WIDENER BLOC. 

LONDON PHILADELPHIA 
ENGLAND PENNA. U.S. A. 

Telephone ABBey 4034 Cables " STAMPS, LONDON " 

Also at Bournemouth 
American Philatelic Research library 
P.O. Box 8338 
State College, PA 16803 



From the Committ . 
who Auth . ee Chairman 

INTERNAT10NAid i~F~G~E 0~;~cK 
on May 11, 12 

MERCHANDISING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
TO THE 

PREPARATORY COMM ISSION 

INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE ORGANIZATION 

119 WEST 40TH STREET 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

May 1.4, 1948 

Dear Mr. Harnier: 

Thia acknowledges receipt or your report on the 
sale o! the stamps belon&ing to the Merchandise Advisol'1 
Colllllittee to the PC-IRO. 

I want both you and Mr. Buck to know that I u 
extremely pleased with the way in llhich you handled this 
auction. As you know I sat through both sessions. I 
did this because it vas our first venture ot this t;ype 
and I wanted to see how it functioned so as to have 1ome 
guidance tor future sales. I also wanted to be able to 
report to my Committee first hand on the manner in 
which the sale was conducted. 

I shall tell my associates that in my judgment 
no one could have done as tine a job as your firm did 
!or us. I was impressed with the huge number of mail 
order bids that had a very important influence on the 
bidding from the room and I was impressed by the large 
crowd that attended both sessions. 

I think the auction itself was conducted skillfully 
and I am thoroughly pleased wit h the wt-. affair. 

Regards . 

Mr. Bernard Harmer 
32 East 57th Street 
New York , N. Y. 

ff. Jr. 11AlllUEJf 
OlfGANIZATJONS: 

R. C. KRAMER 

Ne w Yol'k L d 
' on on , Sidney 




