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CEYLON 
FEB. 13, 14, 15 

The world's finest collection of Ceylon. Rare and 
choice copies of the 1857 imperforates, with multiples, 
stamps on cover and a handsome mint 4 pence dull rose. 
Fourteen albums full, cataloguing more than $100,000. 

The Dr. Lewis L. Reford 
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(Part Ill) 
FEB. 27, 28, MARCH 1, 2 

The third sale of this famous collection will include 
stamps and proofs of Canada as well as Newfoundland, 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, 
British Columbia and Vancouver Island. 

Write for Catalogue today/ 

HARMER, ROOKE & Co., Inc. 
International Auctioneers 

of Fine Stamps 

560 Fifth Avenue New York I'9, 
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THE NEW 

WORLD WIDE 
POS·TAGE STAMP ALBUM 

Gimbels- W orld 's Largest Stamp Departments-takes great pleasure in introducing 
a new, up-to-date stamp altum wh ich provides spaces for over 15 ,000 stamps. 
It has over 7 , 150 illustcations, World maps in full color, Historical and Geographic 
descriptions of each Country, a guide to the beginning collector and a stamp identifier. 
It 's looseleaf with a sturdy cloth bound bi nder. 

ALBUM COMPLETE W ITH BINDER ............... ... .... ... ..... ............ ........ ...... ........ $3.95 

For the perfect gift that will last a life time give the 

WORLD WIDE STAM P COLLECTORS OUTFIT 

It includes the new W or ld Wide Postage Stamp Album, l ,000 different stamps 
of the World, se t of Flags in color, hinges, stamp tongs , stock book, and 
magn ifying glass .... ... . .... .... .. ... ......................... .... .... ... ............................... $5.95 

20c postage extra outside' delivery area. New York City residents add tax. 

GIMBELS 
WORLD'S LARGEST STAMP DEPARTMENTS 

331·d and Broadway 
New York r, N. Y. 

9th at Mark et 
Philadelphia _5, Pa. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. I II 



J. N. SISSONS ask s you to 

S UPPOR T 

Canada's First 
International Stamp E xhibition 

Toronto §eptembeir 21 .. 29, 19§1 

by joining CAPEX today 

Membership: Life $25.00 Sustaining $10.00 Annual $2.00 

For full information and prospectus write : 

CAPEX HEADQUARTERS 
70 Bloor Street West, Toronto, Canada 

SHOW PIECES 
NEW BRUNSWICI\: #5 . . . . . . . . . . 5c CONNELL 
Vertical pair, centered a nd choice. The only known multiple. 
(Cat. $1,200.00+) ... . ................. . ...... .... . Unique $1,000.00 

CANADA #C5a .... . ......... 1935 6c pair imperforate vertically in plate 
block of 9. The only known pair. 
Superb and unique ... ... ... ..... .. . ......... ........... .... $500.00 

CANADA #C5 . ... ... . ..... . . 1935 6c imperforate 
Superb mint ...... . ..... . ................ Pair $75.00 B lock $150.00 

CANADA San. #534 .......... 1927 25c London to London Airmail. One 
of the 3 known copies superb . 
(Cat. $2,500 .00) ... . .. .. ..... .......... ... ........ ... . .. .. $1,250.00 

CANADA #B53a ..... ..... .. 186 8 $2.00 Bill stamp inverted cen ter. 
Only known pair, very fine a nd unique. 
(Cat. Jarrett $1,000 .00) .... ... . .. .. ..... . ..... . ... . ........ $700.00 

52 Page Illustrated B. N. A . Catalog 
Price 25c (Refundable on first order) 

U . S. Customers 5 % Discount if you remit by Check , U. S . Bills 
or M. 0. payable at New York City. 

J. N. SISSONS 
59 Wellington Street West Toronto 1, Canada 
Jll THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. I 



JANUARY, 195 1 VOL. XXX, No. 

HENRY M. GOODKIND, Editor 

Editorial Committee 

WINTHROP S. BOGGS 
HARRISON D. S. HAVERBECK 
EDWIN MUELLER 
STEPHEN G. RICH 
The Past, Present and Future 
This number of THE COLLECTORS CLUB 

PHILATEL IST starts our 30th yea r. To a his­
tori an, three decades is a short span. But 
thirty years in the field of publication, and 
especially the philatelic one, is an enviable 
record, one with few rivals. There are today 
only a very few other stamp publications in 
the entire world which surpass thi s achieve­
ment of lon gev ity. 

As stated upon our masthead, THE COL­
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST is "a Magazine 
devoted to Philatelic Study and Research. " 
We realize that with this a im we cannot 
reach a vast circulation because we serve 
only th e stud ents of stamps. No one has 
estimated if this group is small or large, a 
minority or majority of the hobby. Our own 
belief is th at students comprise only a small 
segment of philately. 

l t is not to our t aste to extol th e quality 
and a(;complishments of THE COLLECTORS 
CLUB PHI LATELIST. Our magazine must 
stand on its reco rd. It behooves the Editor 
and his staff not only to continu e th e reputa­
tion but strive mightily to enhance it . 

We do believe, howeve r, th at we are un­
know n to many students of stamps in this 
cou ntry. W e attribute this , to a great ex­
tent, to a popular fallacy about our contents. 
It has often come to our attention that we 
write upon only the rare and expensive 
st amps. Valuable and helpful as our ar ti-
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des are, many believe they are about stamps 
which few can afford. This misapprehension 
exists among both collector and dealer. We 
deem this an opportunity to refute it. 

The easy rebuttal to such a fallacious 
thinking about THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHI­
LATELIST lies in the Index to the 1950 volume. 
It can be seen th at little relates to st amps 
with a cat alog value over $25.00. We think 
we suffer from th e same erroneous idea as 
shown by people w ho bypass a high-class 
jewelry store because they fear nothing is 
priced under $1,000.00. We ask our read­
e rs' cooperation to help u s get the true pic­
ture befo re other students of stamps. Let 
them know we dn NOT concentrate our 
writings upon rarities. 

Let us examine another problem we face. 
It is ca used by the necessity to specialize in 
stamp collecting. The big tree of philately 
is suffering because of the growth of its 
branches. But without th e tree, there will 
be no branches. Too many of us are devot­
ing our time, efforts and funds to our own 
specialty. Far too many writings are buried 
within specialty publications, although they 
a re of interest to most everyone collecting 
st amps. We all should remember that al­
though we have our particular interests, we 
still remain om: unit of st amp lovers. This 
diversion of interest , if carried too far, can 
have its harmful effects. Appeal should be 
made to the various leaders in the many 
specialty groups to see that some of their 
. I 



EDITORIALS 
valued contributions are channelled into the 
general philatelic fund of knowledge. 

So much for the past, so now for a bit upon 
the present and then a look to the future. 

1. We have started something recently 
about which we believe you would like to 
know. Those authors whose studies are pub­
lished in THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATEL­
IST will receive a handsome Certificate of 
Appreciation from The Collectors Club, suit­
able for fr aming, if desired. It had been the 
Club's practice for some yea rs past to pre­
sent Certificates of Appreciation to those who 
exhibited at our Meeting Nights. We cal­
culated that the preparation of an article 
for publication in this magazine required 
more work than a display and talk upon 
stamps. The Governors agreed and the Club 
will show this tangible evidence of its appre­
ciation. We personally wished such gratitude 
cou ld be better expressed, but we do believe 
this new policy will meet with approval and 
satisfaction. 

2. This year of I95I marks the 1ooth 
Anniversary of Canada's first postage stamp. 
Accordingly, we shall publish during this 
year a rticles relating to the stamps of Brit­
ish North America. We plan to have one in 
each of the 1951 numbers. 

3. "\Ve had announced a year ago a new 
policy in regard to our outside cove r. For 
th e convenience of those who keep a fil e of 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, the 
Publica tions Committee thought a different 
colored paper for each volume would be 
helpful. Thus we changed from the white 
SCHEDULED MEETINGS FOR jANUARY
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21 - Gold Medal Prize Winning Col
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The Stamps of the Pan Americ

Nineteenth Century Chile by Co
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cover which had been used for a few years 
previously. We started out with the light 
brown paper for many years this magazine 's 
hallmark. So many wrote us to cheer the 
return of a long lost friend that we were 
convinced to continue the present cover rather 
than change. 

-1-· We take pleasure in announcing that 
we hope to have a Cumulative Index of Vol­
umes XIX through XXIX of THE COL­
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST in your hands 
before 1951 closes. Most of you know that 
there is a Cumulative Index for Volumes I 
to XVIII (years 1922 to 1939). Many re­
quests have been received in recent years for 
this to be brought up- to-date. Mr. Roland 
F. King-F a rlow of London, England has 
kindly volunteered to und ertake thi s difficult 
ta sk. We are indeed fortunate to have re­
ceived the off er from one whose reputation 
for philatelic indexing is so high . 

Although we are never complacent, our 
immediate future appea rs bright. We have 
established and maintained a punctual six 
times a year schedule. Thanks to those who 
have been willing to spare the time to pen 
th eir particular knowledge of philately, we 
feel assured of offering our readers the type 
of articles which they seek. Also we are 
most optimistic about the future of philately 
in this country. Only a pessimist or a skeptic 
flirts with failure. Consequently, we antici­
pate continu ed success and greater achieve­
ments with your help, cooperation and 
interest. 

H.M.G. 
, FEBRUARY and MARCH, 1951 

ps by Members. 

H. Ward , Jr . 

ference given to the l 856- 1883 Issues by 
Washington , D. C. 

lection of Afghanistan by Mr. Winthrop S. 

an Union . 

lonel John F. Rider. 
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Another Stamp Centenary 

THE 1851 NEWSPAPER STAMPS OF 
AUSTRIA AND LOMBARDY-VENETIA 

By EDWIN MUELLER 
During the first ten years following the 
birth of the first stamps, only postage stamps, 
to pay the regular postage on letters, printed 
matter, etc. were issued by various countries. 
J anuary r , r851 marks the day on which were 
issued the first stamps for a special purpose 
which were sold only to and used by a specific 
group of people. Austria on th a t day issued 
its first Newspaper Stamps and in this way 
started the long lists of stamps intended for 
various special purposes. The centenary of 
that event went by almost unnoticed but it 
was an important date in the history of 
philately. 

The first Austrian newspaper stamps, 
which were also used in Lombardy-Venetia, 
commonly known as "Mercuries" because 
they featured the head of Mercury, Roman 
god of commerce-identical with the Greek 
god Hermes-were the first to use this sym­
bol of commerce as a stamp design. They 
have caught the imagination of many col­
lectors because of their rarity, which places 
them , except for the blue stamp, among the 
r a rest of European stamps, the "scarlet Mer­
cury" in used condition being the rarest 
stamp of Europe and one of the great world 
rarities. The yellow and rose stamps, due 
to their delicate pale color, a re not very 
popular, but in general, the Austrian "l\!Ier­
curies" belong to the most interesting and 
sought for classic issues of all countries. 

There have been quite a number of ar ti­
cles written about the forgeries of the "Mer­
curies" but very little about the stamps 
themselves and th eir history. Since we wrote 
our book about the postage stamps of Aus­
tria which was published in 1927,* very few 

*"Die Postmarken von Oesterreich" ( Vienna, 1927, 
in Genna n) . 
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addition al findings have been published. Some 
of the statements made in our book require 
correction, especially in regard to the types, 
in which field we were able to establish new 
facts which put the listing on a new basis. 
The official files at Vienna, which we scruti­
nized , also yielded some new data. All this 
as well as a number of additional findings 
will be published, in many cases for the first 
time, in the following paragraphs. They 
constitute a new monograph concerning these 
interesting and attractive stamps based on 
our present knowledge. 

History of Issue 

Before January 1, r851 the postal fees for 
newspapers mailed by publish ers in Austria 
were paid in cash , as had been the case with 
letters, printed matter, samples, etc. prior to 
June 1, 1850. Newspapers mailed by pub­
lishers had special privileges, among them 
being reduced postal fees. When adhesives 
were introduced in Austri a, this reform was 
not extended to newspapers m ailed by pub­
lishers because of these privileges. ews­
papers mailed by those others than publish­
ers were rated as printed mat'ter and had to 
pay the regular fee of I kr (in Lombardy­
V enetia 5c) for each lo th ( r lo th equivalent 
to about 0 ounce). 

It seems that soon after postage stamps 
were introduced in Austria the idea was born 
of using the same system for payment of the 
fees for newspapers mailed by publishers. 
The official files give no indication whose 
idea it was and we can assume that one of the 

· officials of the Ministry of Commerce who 
was concerned with postal matters, originated 
the idea. The definite decision to introduce 
newspaper stamps was made on August 12, 

r850, according to the files. The drawing of 
O. I 3 



AUSTRIA-1851 EWSPAPER STAMPS 
the design was presented to the Ministry 
shortly afterwards and accepted on August 
26, 1850. The first printing order , for 
I 2,000,000 blue stamps, each being the fee for 
m ailing one newspaper, was given to the 
Austrian State Printing W orks on Septem­
ber 12, 1850. E arly in N ovember 1850, the 
Sta te Printing Works delivered proofs of the 
new st amps, w hich were found satisfactory 
and th e speedy manufacture of th e first print­
ing order was r equ ested. A sugges tion also 
to issue w r appers w ith imprinted newspaper 
st amps was r ejected at th e same time. 

Shortly afterw ard s it w as decided- there is 
no indication in th e fil es w hose sugges tion 
was fo llowed-also to issue st amps paying 
th e fee fo r IO and 50 newspapers r espect­
ively. These we re to r elieve th e publisher s 
from putting a great number of th e st amps 
iss ued for the single newspaper r ate on the 
packages of newspapers. sent to distributors in 
large cities. A s color for th e single fe e st amp, 
blue h ad previously been selected, now rose 
w as chosen for the stamp representing th e 
fee for I O newspapers and black for 50 new s­
papers. But this w as quickly changed be­
cause black w as found unsuitable due to poor 
visibility of the cancellations. Yellow was 
now chosen for the form er and rose for the 
latter. The necessa ry orders w ere transmit­
ted to the State Printing Works without 
delay. 

The new regula tions concerning th e blue 
new spaper stamps were published under date 
of S eptember 12, 1850, those concerning the 
yellow and rose st amps on D ecember 3, 1850. 
The regul ation s which came into force on 
Janu ary r, 1851, provided that the st amps 
should be sold only to newspaper publishers, 
in qu antities of IOO or more, always in full 
sheets of 100. The price w as fi xed per sheet 
of IOO at I gld for th e blue, IO gld fo r the 
yellow and 50 gld for the rose stamps. 
Therefore, single st amps had a face value of 
o.6kr, 6kr and 3okr r espectively. The news­
paper s, each in a wrapper w ith th e ad dress, 
h ad to be delivered by th e publishers at th e 
same post office at which th e new spaper 
st amps were bought. This m ade it possible 
fo r the post offices to check on compli ance 
w ith 'the regulations and to prevent any 
fr audulent use of newspaper st amps. 

While th e introduction of newspaper 
stamps was r ath e r well received by th e news-
4 THE C
paper publishers, the need for the higher v al­
ues proved to have been greatly overesti­
mated. The main reason for this was th at 
the stamps could be bought only in full sheets, 
which run for th e higher values into a lot 
of money. Only th e larges t newspapers h ad 
sufficient shipments in bulk to justify the 
purchase of th ese denomin ations; especially 
of th e rose 3okr st amp only very small quan­
tities we re sold . After two and a h alf yea rs 
of un sati sfacto ry sale of th e rose stamps it 
w as decid ed to abolish th em and to use th e 
remaind ers in th e same way as th e blue 
st amps, namely as fee fo r one newspaper. 
This was o rde red on October 9, 1852 and the 
remaining quantities, issued fo r l gld per 
heet of 100 to newspape r publi shers in V i-

enn a, we re used up in the fo ll owing month s 
as substitutes for th e r egul a r blue stamps. 

Three and a half yea rs la te r, th e yellow 
6kr st amp h ad a simil a r fa te. The reason 
this time was diffe rent. The fil es mention 
th at du e to its pale color th e st amp had fre­
quently been mi st aken for th e 1kr and 5c 
post age stamps and furth ermore it had been 
detected th a t the color of the blue stamp could 
be changed w ith chemicals into yellow. This 
led to th e decision to change th e color to 
scarlet. The change w as announced on 
March 2 I , 1856. The remainders of th e yel­
low st amps w ere issued in the followin g 
month s to newspaper publishers in Vienn a, 
fo r I gld per sheet of IOO and w ere used up 
as substitutes for blue stamps, as had been 
th e case with the rose ones . 

Th e sca rl et 6kr stamp remained in use un­
til O ctol: e r 31, 1858. Its sale stopped a t th e 
end of th at day but copi es in th e hand s of 
publi shers cou ld be used until D ecember 3 1, 
1858. The bl ue o.6kr st amps wen not w ith­
drawn but th e remainders sold out concur­
rently with th e newspaper st amps in th e new 
currency, of which only one value in blue, 
consti tut ing the fee fo r one newspaper, was 
issued . The bl ue o.6kr st amp of 1851 was 
fo r th e tim e being not demonetized; this 
was done only 5.Yz yea rs later , w hen the 1858 
and 1860 newspaper st amps were demone­
tized on May 31, 1864. 

The Printing Material 

It is not kn own who was th e author of th e 
des ign of the newspaper st amps. The dr aw­
ing presented to th e post al auth ori ties in 
OLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. I 



AUSTRIA-1851 N EWSPAPER STAMPS 
Engrave d and .recess-printed Proof of the News­
pape r Stamps by Josef Ax mann . 

A ugust 1850 seems to have been lost. T he 
design was simple and r emarkably a rtist ic. 
The yo uth fu l head of Me rcury, fac ing to the 
left , w ith th e charac teristic w inged helmet, 
was set in a squ are fr ame, w hich included 
th e insc ription "K.K." (at left ), " Z E l ­
T UN GS-" (at top ), " POST-" (at right ) 
and " STAMPEL." (at bottom ), which 
means " Imperi al R oyal New spape r Postage 
Stamp." It is r emarkable th at th e old or­
th ography " Stampel' ' (with two dots above 
th e "a" ) w as used contra ry to th e postage 
st amps, for which it w as used on proofs 
only but changed to th e mod ern ver sion 
" Stempel" on th e issued stamps. It cannot 
be expl a ined w hy th e old orthography was 
used again on th e newspaper st amps. 

It seems th at it w as first intended to issue 
recess-printed newspaper st amps. This is not 
surpri sing as the typog raphed post age st amps 
of 1850 we re consid ered a " provision al" issue 
and tri als to produce definite r ecess-printed 
st amps had started early in 1850. The highly 
regarded contempora ry Viennese engraver , 
J ose f A xmann, was commissioned to m ake an 
engraving of th e design of th e newspaper 
st amps. H e did th e job quickly and de­
live red proo fs of his copper engraving, gr ay 
black on Indi a paper in O ctober I 850. The 
recess-printed proofs a re in th e size of the is­
sued stamps and th e des ign is, except for the 
mi ssing corner rose ttes, quite simila r to th at 
of th e iss ued st amps. Six such proofs were 
fo und in the es t ate of J osef Axmann, w ho 
died on November 9, 1873, at Salzburg. A 
seventh copy is preser ved in the collection of 
Ax mann's engr av ings w hich is in th e posses­
sion of th e "Albertin a" M use um of copper 
engravings at V ienn a. 

The postal auth orities soon fo und out th a t 
it would be impractical and too expensive to 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXX, N
issue recess-printed newspaper stamps and it 
was decided to print the stamps on ' th e let­
t er-press from typogr aphed plates in the same 
w ay as the contemporary postage st amps. 
The State Printing Works were ordered to 
provide th e necessa ry printing material. At 
th at time, the Sta te Printing Works had 
th eir own wood-cutting department, which 
was under th e direction of Friedrich v an 
E xt e1·, a wood-cutter of r eputation. H ere, 
th e design was cut in w ood , probably by von 
Exter himself , quite faithfully fo llowing 
A xmann 's engraving. This origin al wood cut 
is still prese rved in th e Austri an P ostal Mu­
se um at V ienn a. Proofs were presented to 
the post al authoriti es ea rly in November, but 
th ey seem to h ave been los t, as none was 
fo und in the r emaining fi les and we know of 
no contempor ary proofs in official or private 
possession . 

D ifferent meth ods w ere used for th e pro­
duction of th e printing materi al. The de­
velopments were simila r to the various trials 
made to produce satisfactory printing ma­
t erial for th e postage stamps. This t ask was 
less involved for the new spaper stamps, as 
t heir des ign had no valu e indication and the 
sam e printing material could be used for th e 
different values, w hich w ere distinguishable 
by th eir color only. All typographical print­
ing materi al consisted at th a t time of single 
cliches. These single cliches w ere assembled 

Print made in l 89 7 from the orig inal wood cut. 
O. I 5 



AUSTRIA-1851 NEWSPAPER STAMPS 
Type I , earl y print (at left ) and lat-er print (a t right ) . 
in the same way as a form of printer 's type 
1s made up. After each printing the cliches 
were taken apart and cleaned in a bath of 
turpentine, which removed hardened ink and 
other foreign matter. After defective or 
worn cliches had been replaced by new ones, 
th e form was reassembled for a new print­
ing. This method was used by the Austrian 
Printing · Works for decades in their stamp 
production , in line with th e policy of preserv­
ing materi al, which at th at time was expen­
sive, by using more labor, which was cheap. 
As its result, the same cliche, identifiable by 
certain particularities, may be found in differ­
ent positions-we know of cases where the 
same cliche has been recognized in four dif­
ferent positions-which makes plating of the 
classic Austrian stamps a very difficult, if not 
impossible, task. For this reason we will use 
the term "setting" for th e printing material 
as by strict philatelic principles it is incorrect 
to speak of "plates" of these stamps. 

. For the first setti ng the wood cut was di­
rectly used to produce the cliches. For this 
purpose, matrices of the wood cut were made 
in gypsum and from them the cliches were 
cast in type metal. As each gypsum matrix 
had to be broken to obtain the cliche, at least 
400 matrices had to be obtained to manufac­
ture the 400 cliches needed for each setting 
of four panes of JOO ( IOxIO) cliches. 

The stamps printed from this first set ting 
show the design exactly as the proofs from 
the wood cut must have shown it and which 
6 THE CO
we will call T ype I. But only the earliest 
printings show the design clear and well 
printed. Very soon the soft type metal of the 
cliches showed signs of wear and tear and 
later printings a re more or less worn, eventu­
a lly to an extent that the design became 
blurred and the insc riptions illegible. 

The first attempts to improve the appear­
ance of the stamps must have been made as 
early as in th e middle of r85r. It seems that 
the authorities were especially annoyed by the 
poor legibility of the inscriptions and in par­
ticular about the disappearance of the two 
dots over the "A " of "STAMPEL," which 
changed the pronunciation of that word. 
Therefore the first step towa rd improve­
ment w as in this direction. The first setting 
was taken apa rt, defective and worn cliches 
were removed and the balance of the cliches, 
together with the necessary new ones, were 
assembled into a new setting. As the new 
setting did not produce better prints th an 
the previous one-especially the many dots 
still mi ss; ng on the "A" of "STAMPEL" 
were an unw anted feature of the new set­
ting-it was decided to do some retouching. 
This retouching, which must have been done 
in the seco nd half of 1851 , extended only to 
the two dots on the "A" of "STAMPEL." 
It can be assumed th at the two dots were 
retouched on all or almost all cliches but 
that no other retouching was done. The re­
touching job was done with a burrow by en­
graving the two dots above th e "A " . In a 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. I 
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t t t 
Type I retouched, strip of t hree showing the dots on t he " A" of "STAMPEL" in diffe rent 
posi t ion on each stamp . 
small numbe r of cases th e wo rker wh o did 
the job engraved th e dots on precisely th e 
same pl ace w here th ey we re o riginally, proba­
bly guid ed by th e tr aces of the dots still 
visible in th e cl iche. In such cases we may 
well be in doubt wh eth er th e cl iche had been 
r etouched a t all , but usually th e dots a re 
much more distinct in th e r etouched th an in 
th e unretouched cliches. In the g reat m a­
jority of cases th e wo rker engraved th e new 
dots ind epend ently of th e o riginal ones, al­
though in a number of cases one dot is in 
the same pl ace as th e origin al one and only 
th e second dot is in a new position. Any­
w ay, th e dots on the r etouched cliches w ere 
either nea re r togeth er or wid er apart, or one 
dot stand s higher th an th e other. F requ ently 
th ey a re asy mm et r ic in r ega rd to th e "A " 
and one dot is la rge r th an th e oth er. Actu­
ally, each cliche of th e setting became an indi­
vidu al by this r etouching, but it does not 
seem to make much sense to g roup th em as 
sub-types. It wo uld be possible to make 
seve ral gro ups, fo r example, dots n arrow to­
geth er, dots w ide apart, lef t do t r aised, right 
do t r aised , lef t dot thicker , r ight dot thicker , 
w ith sub-div is ions r elating to the pos ition of 
th e do ts in respect to th e "A," but this would 
be so complicated th at cl ass ifica tion of indi­
vidu al cliches would be a difficult t ask and 
leave many doubts in th e mind s of coll ectors. 
W e prefe r to call the st amps from this set­
ting " T ype I 1·etouched" and le ave it to the 
collector to assembl e ch aracte ri stic examples 
of th e retouching. It may be t aken fo r 
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gr anted th at th e retouched cliches, together 
w ith a number of r ese rve cliches w hich w ere 
produced and retouched together w ith th e 400 

cl iches needed for th e se tting, w ere used for 
several settings, as th ese retouched cl iches 
remain ed in use for about tw o and a half 
yea rs, delive ring fairly good to r ath er worn 
prints. W e believe th at th ese settings included 
only retouched cliches as no multiples con­
t a ining both r etouched and undoubtedly unre­
touched stamps a re kn own to us. 

Alth ough th e post al authorities obviously 
did ca re less about th e appear ance of the 
newspaper stamps than of th e postage stamps, 
tow a rd th e en d of 1853 a new attempt at 
imp rovement w as made. The retouching of 
each individu al cliche was not an ideal method 
and as id e from thi s th e type metal cliches 
wo re too quickly so th at replacements we re 
frequently necessary. St a rting aga in fr om 
th e original w ood cut, a gyps1.: m mat ri x w as 
taken and a cliche in type metal was cast , 
w hich, af te r some re-engraving, now was 
used as a secondary die. Th e re-engraving 
consisted in in se rting th e mi ss ing dots above 
th e "A " of " ST AMPEL." They w ere now 
much close r together th an on the wood cut 
and th e dot at th e lef t was slightly thicker 
th an th e one at th e right. The lette rs of th e 
inscriptions we re also slightly strengthened 
with out changing th eir bas ic characte r, w hich 
is especi ally visible in the " Z " of "ZEl­
T U G S-" in which th e oblique bar is now 
obviously thicker. The cliche, r e-engr aved in 
this way, was now h ardened by giving it a 
O. I 7 
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Type II , dots above "A" of " STAMPEL" and 
ob lique bar of "Z" of " ZEITUNGS- " re­
engraved. 

galvanic copper coating and now used as a 
second a ry die. The printing cliches we re 
obtained by way of an electrotyped matrix 
and casting in type metal. These cliches 
were hard ened by a galvanic copper coa ting 
and used in the same w ay as previously for 
asse mbling new settings . These settings con­
tained only cliches in this new " Type II" as 
we will call it for practical purposes despite 
th e fac t , that by strict phil atelic conside ration 
it is only a sub-type of T ype I. The new se t­
ting worked satisfactori ly and produced good ' 
to medium prints; no r eally worn prints a re 
known. 

Toward th e end of 1854 a new ch ange in 
th e production meth ods of th e cliches took 
place, combined w ith a new re-engraving of 
the design. Again a gypsum m atr ix was taken 
from th e origin al wood cut and a cliche cast 
from it in type metal. The re-engraving 
this time was much more efficient , as th e 
inscriptions on all four sides were strength ­
ened . This is quite obvious from th e pro­
nounced foo t strokes of the letters w hich 
were only fragmentary in Types I and II , 
as well as a distinct cross ba r in th e "G" of 
"ZEITUNGS" and many other improved de­
t a il s of the letters. The "A" of "ST AMP­
EL" now has not on ly a dis tinct cross bar 
8 THE C
but also two clear dots above it. As h ad 
been the case for Type II , the re-engraving 
of thi s new " T ype III" extended to the in­
scription s only; there is no evidence of any 
re-engraving of the design itself. The re­
engraved cliche was hard ened and used as 
a new second ary die, but now th e cliches were 
produced by galvanoplas ty; th ey a re there­
fo re electrotypes, while all cliches in Type I 
and II we re ste reotypes. A matrix was first 
obta in ed by galv anoplasty and the necessary 
cliches electrotyped from th is one matrix. 
Each copper electrotype was mounted on a 
lead block and th en used to asse mble the set­
tings in th e same way as had previously been 
do ne with the stereotypes. It can be assumed 
that the th orough re-eng rav ing was done to 
make the design more suitable for electro­
typing, th e same consideration w hich led to 
the re-engraving of the design of th e postage 
st amps in 1852. 

The new settings worked satisfactori ly, al­
though they never produced as fine prints as 
th e earliest prints in Types I and II. But 
th ere also exist no really worn prints in Type 
III ; blurred printings which can be found 
occasionally a re th e result of ove rinking. 
There were seve ral settings in T ype III, the 
second ary die r emaining in use until late in 
I 858 w hen further printings of these st amps 
ceased. But the matrix used for electrotyp­
ing th e cliches must have been damaged 
shortly after the first se tting was produced 
because all further se ttings show defects in 
the design, especially noticeable in the top 
lef t co rn er rosette , w hich now looks qui te 
irregu la r , and in little colored dots in some 
letters, one each in th e " E," "T" and "U" of 
" Z E ITUNGS" and in the "T" of "STAM­
PEL," and two in the "G" of "ZEI­
TUNGS." Those dots sometimes do not 
come out clearly on all printed stamps, but 
most of them do, especially the two in the 
"G'', and provide together with the irregu­
la r co rner rose tte a method of distinguish­
ing between the first set ting in Type III , 
w ithout irregularities, w hich we call " Type 
111 a" and the l ater setti ngs, which are all 
from the defect ive matrix and which we call 
" Type /lib." 

P roof of th e changed methods in the pro­
duction of th e cliches is given by th e print­
ing mate ri al , preserved in th e Austri an P ostal 
Museum at Vienn a. Aside from the original 
OLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. Xx:x, NO. I 
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STAMPEL. 
t 

Type Il l , inscription completely re-engraved, in its original state with regular top left corner 
rosette (Type Illa) and in its late r state with deformed corner rose tte and the characteristic 
colored dots in the "G" of "ZEITUNGS-" \Type lllb ). 
wood cut in Type I , there are preserved two 
electrotyped m atrices of which one is in 
Type II, but in its cleaned state as used for 
the later reprints about which we will report 
in another part of this monograph , the other 
in Type IIIb. There is also other evidence. 
When 'A·e measure the size of a number of 
cop ies of th e "Me rcuries " we are surprised 
to find that there are variations up to a full 
millimeter, as sizes exist from 18y,( mm. to 
r9 y,( mm. square. The stamps in T ype III 
are. generally smaller than the others. We 
could ascerta in th at the average measu r e­
ment of stamps in Types I and II is r9 Y, 
mm. x 19Y, mm ., in Type III 19 mm. x 19 
mm. , with slight variations to y,i mm. more 
or less. 

Each setting consisted of four panes of 100 

cliches (10 x 10) each. The cliches were 
clamped together in horizon t al rows and 
th ese rows separated from each other by 
spacers. These space rs occasionally came 
high up and th en were inked , leaving their 
marks in the spaces between the st amps. 
Such horizont al spacers a r e known on blue 
stamps and are sca rce ; vertical spacers, prob­
ably from space rs put a t the sides outside of 
each pane, are very rarely found. There was 
no margin print, except colored needle points 
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m the four corners of the setting, about 
5 mm. from each corner. The setting was a 
peculiar one, with the spacing between hori­
zontal rows more than three times as wide 
as between vertical columns. This was pur­
posely done to facilitate use of the stamps on 
address labels and wrappers. If these labels 
or wrappers, each about 23 mm. high , were 
printed in sheets, vertical strips of the news­
paper stamps could be pasted on them and 
the label s or wrappers cut afterwards, at the 
same time leaving one st amp on each of them. 
The big newspaper publishe rs accepted this 
system beforehand and the wider s;; acing in 
one direction was introduced to make the job 
easie r. For the settings in T ype I, the hori­
zontal spacing was :Ji mm. to I mm., the 
vertical 3Y, mm. For the settings in Types 
JI and III, the st amps were horizontally 
I y,i mm. to 1 :Ji mm. apart, vertically 3 mm. 
to 33!,1 mm. There are no multiples known 
including the gutter between the panes of 
Types I and II , but there exist stamps in 
Type I which show small parts of stamps 
from the neighboring pan e, proving th at the 
vertical gu tter was 2Y, mm . wide. Of Type 
IIIb , unused and used multiples with verti­
cal gutter are known which show the gutter , 
sY, mm. wide . No singles or multiple s with 
. l 9 



AusTRIA-I85I NEWSPAPER STAMPS 
Print made in 1897 from a cl iche cast in lead 
from the matrix in Type II lb. 

ho rizontal gutte r a re known , th e w idth of th e 
space betw een th e uppe r and lowe r panes is 
therefore unknown. 

It is quite easy fo r a coll ecto r to distin­
guish between T ype I and T ype III and 
w ith a little ex perience it is also not diffi­
cult to di stingui sh th e much sca rce r T yoe 
lII a from T ype Illb. But in trying to rec­
ogniz e T ype II and to di stinguish between 
T ype T and Type I retouched th e coll ector 
may run into difficulties. It was previously 
assumed th at several colored spots- one on 
th e nose and one on th e chin of th e M ercury 
he ad-may be helpful , but th ey proved un­
reli able . They a re always absent in th e first 
printing in T ype I , but in late r printings of 
this and all other types th ey may or may not 
be found , apparently w ithout any systematic 
scheme. Sometimes none of th e spot s, some­
times both , but frequ ently only one, can be 
fo und and after a th orough study w e a re in­
clined to believe that they are unsuitable 
either for identification or for subdivision of 
th e types. The spots seem to have come 
from "weak" spots in the wood cut and seem 
to have become visible only by special circum­
stances during th e casting of th e cliches. 
Another colored spot, between the oute r 
fr ame and th e design at the left , above th e 
first " K ," can usually be seen on st amps in 
T ype II , but it is also not a typical mark, 
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as it is sometimes m1ss10g and occasionally 
can be also found on stamps in T ype I. All 
this leads to the conclusion not to subdivide 
th e types as has been previously done and to 
leave it to th e specializ ing collecto r to pay 
attention to th ese varying pa rticula riti es of 
t!1e va rious types and printings . 

T he blue st amp comes printed fro m all se t­
tings and th e refor e ex ists in all types. Fo r 
thr yellow and rose stamps, th e same se t tings 
were used, but it is only safe to say th at th e 
first print ing was fro m the fi r st se tting, in 
ra the r wo rn st ate, in Type I. Chronologi­
cally, th e rose st amp could also have been 
printed f rom th e setting in Type I re­
touched, th e yellow st amp in ad dition to th is 
also from th e settings in T ypes II , Il la and 
ITib. T here is no doubt th at no printings 
of the yellow st amps we re m ade afte r I852, 
th e refo re nei th er it nor th e rose st amp, which, 
had already been with d rawn in 1852, can 
exist in T ypes II , Illa or IIIb. But no 
d1efinite opinion is poss ible conce rning th e 
existence of T ype I r etouched fo r th e yellow 
and rose st amp, because all later printings of 
both th ese st amps are so badly printed th at 
no details of th e design can be asce rtained. 
W e can safely assume th at both th e yellow 
and th e rose st amp exist only in T ype I w ith 
the possibility th at both also exist in T ype 
I retouched , w hich possibility beco mes a 
probability fo r th e yellow st amp. But as all 
pri ntings of the yellow and rose st amp are 
so blurred th at th e insc riptions ar e hardly 
decipherable thi s question w ill probably be 
left unsolved for ever. Th e sca rlet 6kr 
st amp of I 856 was printed from a setting in 
T ype IIIb only and , as obviously only one 
printing was made, exis ts only in th at type. 

The Manufacture 

The newspaper st amps we re printed on 
steam-driven cylinde r presses of w hich the 
State Printing W orks had twenty at th at 
time. Make-read y, to improve the appear­
ance of th e st amps, was used less obviously 
th an fo r th e post age stamps. But from ma­
chine offsets which can occasionally be found 
we can see th a t th e make- re ady was partly 
used to make th e Me rcury head more promi­
nent. The printing w as partly quite care­
less and overinked printings are rath er fr e­
qu ent. Alth ough th ey can be fo und in all 
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A us TRT A- 1 85 1 N EWSPAPER STAMPS 
types, th ey a re characteristic of the later 
pr intings in T ype I and T ype I retouched, 
fo r which such overinking combined with the 
wo rn pl a te condition produced greatly blur­
red and bad looking stamps. Almost all 
printings of the yell ow and rose st amps fa ll 
also into thi s category. 

The colors used we re in part th e same as 
th ose fo r the postage st amps. The blue stamp 
was first pale blue like th e corresponding 
9kr postage st amp and became da rker at the 
same time as th at st amp. These darker colo rs 
appea r on th e newspaper st amps from late 
in 1851 , and lighter and da rker sh ades ap­
pea red altern ately until 1858. T he fir st 
printing of th e yellow st amp w as brownish 
o range, later printings yellow , th e same as 
th e 1 kr post age st amp, including a deep yel­
low colo r but w ith pale sh ades prevalent. 
Fo r th e 3okr rose and th e 6kr sca rlet is­
sued in 1856 new colo r mixtures we re used . 
T he rose comes in dark and lighte r shades, 
with pale shades prevalent for th e las t print­
ing. T he sca rlet of th e 6kr is a distinct 
bright color , w ith out any shades, beca use only 
one small printing w as m ade. 

The paper used for the newspaper st amps 
was from the beginning a machine-made 
pape r. Due to th e different size of th e set­
t ings, th e hand -made paper of th e post age 
st amps was not usable and a regula r ma­
chine-made paper w ith out waterm ark was 
used in a size of about 450 mm. x 500 mm. 
T he pape r was fir st r ath e r thin and this 
pape r w as used fo r th e fi rst pr intings of th e 
blue, yellow and rose st amps. F rom early 
in 185 1 paper of r egula r thickn ess was used , 
fro m 1854 occasionally thicker paper , even in 
r a re cases up to ve ry thick, 0. 14 mm. in 
thick ness. Natur al paper fold s during the 
printing can be fo und occas ionally. Stitch 
wate rm arks, horizontally and ve rtically, ar e 
also known on th e blue st amps. 

The blue st amp also comes w ith th e same 
ve rt ical ribbing as seve ral values of th e post­
age st amps. I t is quite common in th is state 
and we can ass ume th at th e w hole fi rst print­
ing on thin pape r was r ibbed , th e refo re fi rst 
day cancell ations-we do not kn ow any­
woul d have to be on such st amps. The rib­
bing, ve rtically and consisting of about 30 
ribs on 2 cm. w idth , w as appli ed to th e 
printed and gu mmed sheets. Natur al paper 
fo ld s w hich occurred during th e ribbing can 
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ce fo und occas ionally. The files do not pro­
viJc any clue as to th e purpose of this rib­
bing 1'u t it can be supposed that it w as to 
prevent cleaning and re-u se of the stamps ; 
therefore it h ad the same purpose as the 
g r ills applied ten years later to United States 
>tamps. W e know ribbed blue stamps on 
thin pape r in T ype I only. The ribbing is 
sometimes strong, but frequently only faint 
and th ere ex ist st amps on which no sign of 
any ribbing can be detected. They seem to 
co me fro rri sheet s which partly escaped th e 
ribbing; probably all blue st amps on thin 
pape r without ribbing, which are r are, a re 
from such partly ribbed sheets. 

The gum used w as th e same as for th e 
post age st amps. It w as an animal glue of a 
mo re or less yellowish tint and was applied 
by hand with broad brushes. After the gum 
was dry th e sheets we re pressed. 

The newspaper st amps w ere issued imper­
/o rat e only and no private perforations o r 
roulettes a re known to have been used . Al­
th ough th e newspaper st amps were printed in 
shee ts of 400 (fou r panes of roo each) they 
wer e delive red to th e post offices only after 
having been horizontally divided into two 
half sheets of 200 each. The post offices 
sold th em eith er in such half sheets consist­
ing of two panes of 100 each, side by sid e, 
o r th ey di vid ed th em furth er into single panes 
of 100 each. A s no smaller qu antity than 
100 was sold to the newspaper publishers, 
no furth er division by th e post offices took 
place. The sale of half sheets explains w hy 
multiples w ith ve rtical gutte r, but none w ith 
ho rizontal gutter a re known. 

The Four Values 

T he blu e newspaper st amp w ould be quite 
a common stamp if most of th e st amps used 
had not been des t royed. The w rappers w ith 
the stamps we re usually t aken off and we re 
no t prese rved. Fo rtun a tely, some publish­
e r s, instead of using wrappers, pas ted address 
label s directly on th e newspapers, usually 
pl ac in g the newspape r st amps pa rtly on th e 
label and partly on the newsp aper , in this 
way providing add itional protection against 
th e ad dress label's fa lling off . Most of th e 
newspape r st amps still existing come from 
this so rt of use which did not exactly con­
fo rm to th e regula tions but w as obviously 
O. I II 
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Yellow Mercury, the famous block of twelve. 
w id ely tole ra ted . A sm all number of 
\\-rappe rs with stamps w as also preserved 
w hen newspapers or magaz ines we re filed or 
kept intact unread. The qu antities printed 
and used of th e blue st amp must have been 
quite la rge. W e know f rom th e fi les th at 
th e first printing w as 12,000,000 stamps, in 
a ll prob ability all ribbed and being the w hole 
qu antity printed of this va riety. Ther e a re 
no official fi gures known about th e tot al quan­
tity printed of this st amp . In older liter a­
ture* w e find a fi gure of 135,790,000 blue 
stamps g iven as the tot al printing. This 
figure seems high and lacks official confirm a­
tion , although it is cla im ed that it w as sup­
plied by high officials o f the State Printing 
W o rks. The re w e re no rem aind ers, as th e 
blue st amps, after being replaced by th e new 

* E. J . J aszai in " Die P ostmarke" (V ienn a ) , 1926, 
. p. 267. 
12 THE CO
issue of 1858 , we re used up simultaneously 
with th e new issue. 

Real unu sed copies of th e blue st amp with 
full o r igin al gum a re r a re. Sever al la rge 
m int blocks, also ribbed, a re known, even two 
full panes o f 100 in T ype I , one of w hich 
w as in th e F erra ri collec ti on. But the g reat 
m ajo rity of all unused copies a r e rea lly only 
uncan: ell ed, as th ey we re used on newspaper s 
but had escaped cance ll a tion. Such stamps 
have either no gum o r pa rt of th e origin al 
gum and are m uch mo re common th an r eally 
unused copies. Cancelled , th e blue st amp is 
not sca rce in pa irs and in str ips of 3. L a rge r 
strips a re sca rce and blocks a re r a re. The 
la rges t cance lled blocks we know a re a block 
of 30 and one of 15 of th e ribbed st amp. A 
few unu sed and used multiples in T ype IIIb 
which includ e th e vertical gutte r a re also 
known . 
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The yellow st amp was used for IO news­
papers or magazines, and therefore never 
pl aced on th e newspapers th emselves but on 
th e w rapping pape r and destroyed with it. 
It wo uld be a t leas t as r are as the sca rlet 
stamp, w hich also paid for IO newspapers, 
had it not been w ithdrawn in 1856 and the 
remainders used up as fee fo r a single news­
paper. Now th e condit ions became the same 
as fo r th e blue st amp and th e yellow stamp 
com <" s from thi s pe riod on newspapers as 
we ll as w rappers. The using up of the re­
maind er s, by newspaper publisher s in V ienn a 
only, took sever al month s. The fi r st copies 
used in li eu of blue st amps a re known from 
A pr il 18 56, shortly after publication of the 
dec ree ord ering this use (March 21, 1856 ), 
mos t copies being used in May and June 
1856, a small number in J uly __ !B.56. Care­
ful checking of all available copies of th e 
yt llow st amp did not reveal any copies used 
in month s oth er th an A pril , M ay, June or 
July, th erefore g iving strong indication th at 
all we re used in 1856 while th e st amps we re 
l:e ing used up. W e know no copy w hich 
u ndo ubtedly w as used before M arch 21, 
1856 as fee fo r IO newspapers and even of 
no copy w hich, du e to th e date of th e can­
cell ation--oth er th an April , May, June or 
J uly-may be suspected of h av ing been used 
as such. W e nevertheless suspect sever al 
kn own copies as used before 1856 and be­
li eve th at such copies r eally exist although 
they must be r a re r th an used copi es of the 
sca rlet st amp. Without th e using up of th e 
remainders th e yellow Mercu ry w ould h ave 
ce rta inly become one of th e g reat w orld r a ri ­
t ies, w ith less th an half a dozen copies known 
unused and used all told. N o official fi gures 
a re kn own fo r th e qu antities printed but th e 
same source as quoted for th e blue stamp 
s t ates th a t no printings w ere made afte r 
1852 and gives th e tot al printing fo r th e yel­
low st amp at 720,000 st amps, w hich figure 
has so me probability of co rrectness. 

W e know of no unused copy of th e yellow 
s tamp with full origin al gum. All existing 
uncancelled copies we know we re u sed dur­
ing th e using up of th e rem aind ers and have 
escaped cancell ation. Sometimes th e origin al 
gu m has been almost compl etely prese rved 
wh en such st amps we re removed f rom th e 
wrappers o r newspape rs but th ey a re never­
th eless only uncancelled copies and no longe r 
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mint. No unu sed multiples of the yellow 
st amp a re known. As st ated before, all used 
copies we know w ere used in 1856 wh en the 
remainders w ere used up. Of used multiples, 
one defective pair and one equally damaged 
strip of three are known, as ide from the out­
st anding multipl e, th e block of 12 discovered 
in 1925, which w as sold in 1927 in a Koehler 
sa le at Berlin for 33,000 goldm ark and w hich 
is now in one of the larges t collections in this 
co untry. All the multiples w ere used in 
I 856, in lieu of blue st amps. 

The r ose st amp, w hich paid for 50 news­
papers, would be th e r a rest of all " Mercur­
ies. The condition for surviv al of copies 
w ere simila r to th at of the yellow stamp, 
but th e period of use was shorte r. The rose 
st amp wh en used for its origin al purpose 
p«ying fo r 50 newspapers, must h ave been 
used only on la rge wrappings and it is ve ry 
unlikely th at such wrappings w ere prese rved. 
W e doubt th at any copy would have sur­
vi ved a t all , if the remaind ers had not been 
used up in 1852 as fee for single newspapers. 
W e know of no copy used before this using 
up was o rd ered ; a ll known unu sed and used 
copies origin ated from this use of th e r e­
m aind ers. All cancelled copi es we know 
we re cancelled in O ctober , o r more fr e­
quently, in N ovember , D ecember and J anu­
ary, a small number in february ; the refore 
all in th e months of the using up of the re­
m ainders as fee fo r a single new spaper and 
af te r th e st amps ceased to be used as fe e for 
50 new spapers. W e a re pretty sure th at no 
copy undoubtedly used before O ctober 9, 
1852 , th e day on which the using up was 
o rde red, h as been prese rved and we have 
never seen a copy cancelled in any month 
oth er th an O ctober, November , D ecember , 
J anu ary or February. Several years ago a 
copy cancelled at J ablunkau, with th e date 
Febru ary 9, I 852, was found , but in all proba­
bility this is a date error, it really being 
February 9, 1853, during th e using up , th e 
postm as ter using th e old year date " 1852" 
during a pe riod of 1853. No official fi gu res 
a re ava il abl e fo r the printing of the rose 
st amp but th e same semi-official so urce 
previously quoted mentions no printings af ter 
185 1 and gives the total printing at 240,000 
st amps, which seems quite possible. 

No really mint copy of the rose stamp w ith 
fu ll o rigin al gum is known to us, all uncan-
O. l 13 
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cell ed copi es coming from w r appers or news­
papers where they escaped cancellation. In 
some cases, almost full origin al gum was pre­
se rved when such st amps w ere removed but 
they a re still not mint, only uncancelled. 
There a re no multiples of the rose st amp 
known, neither unused nor used. 

The scarlet stamp, iss ued in 1856 to r e­
pl ace the yellow st amp as fee for IO news­
papers, can attribute its ra rity to the fac t 
th at its remaind ers w ere des troyed and not 
used up. Fo r th e same reasons as given for 
th e yellow st amp almost all st amps used on 
th e wrappings of IO newspapers-for w hich 
th e sca rlet st amp constituted the fee-must 
have been destroyed w ith the wrappings and 
it is surprising th a t a few copies h ave sur­
vi ved. F rom official so urces it is kn own that 
th e fi rst and only printing of th e scarlet 
st amp consis ted of 120,ooo stamps and th e 
semi -official r eport prev iously cited confirms 
this fi gure. The remainders of the sca rlet 
stamp we re des t royed in 1859 afte r th e st amp 
was withdrawn and demonetized after D e­
cember 31, 1858. The qu antity des t royed is 
not kn own , but w e would not be surprised 
if it compri sed a la rge percentage of th e 
tot al printing. 

Whil e of th e yellow and rose st amp, owing 
to th e using up of th e remainders of th ese 
stamps, several hundred copies each must 
have survived, th e circum stances fo r survival 
we re less favor able fo r th e sca rlet stamp 
and thi s fac t has made it one of th e world 
ra nt1 es. Th ere a re about 30 to 40 unu sed 
copies kn own, singles only, w hich, contra ry 
to th e oth er values, a re not used copies w hich 
escaped cancell ation but must come from a 
small number of unused copies prese rved in 
th e fi les and la ter g radu ally pass ing from 
official to phil atelic possession. N o exact in­
form ati on about th e source of th e unused 
copies-of w hich about 20 may have no de­
fects, but half of th em being w ithout gum­
is avail abl e and we have to be satisfi ed w ith 
th e above ex planation w hich may be only a 
good guess. One of the g reat wo rld ra ri ­
ties and th e r a res t stamp of Europe is the 
sca rl et Me rcury in used condition. Our 
reco rd s show th a t we kn ow seven used copies 
of th e sca rlet st amp, but un for tun ately we 
can id entify only six co pies th ereof, w hile· 
we have only insufficient notes about the 
seventh copy. Of th e six copies on which w e 
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can g ive more exact in fo rm ation, three we re 
in th e F er ra ri collection and we re sold in the 
auction sale held in P aris from November 7 
to 9, 1923. Two copies we re sold singly, th e 
third- th e fin es t of them-was in a mixed 
lot of "doubtful" items·, but w as just as 
genuine as th e oth ers. This copy is now in 
th e Max O berland er collection ; of the others 
a r ather defective copy was acquired by th e 
Berlin R eichspostmuseum. W e do not know 
what happened to th e third copy. T wo more 
copies were in the A lphonse de Roth schild 
collection, when th is collection was broken up 
in thi s country in 1947. One of th em, rather 
defective, was sold priva tely and is now in a 
collection in E ngland. The better copy, which 
origin a lly came from th e Ludwig Schwar z 
collection, and f rom a London auction, was 
so ld a t auction and acquired by E rich L evin 
and w ith his collection it h as again recently 
been sold in th is co untry. The sixth copy, 
probably the fi nes t known copy-although 
still not perfect-was in the collection of 
A lfred W einbe rger. 

It is impossible to make reli able est imates 
of how many of th e blu e, yellow and rose 
stamps have escaped des truction. For th e 
post age st amps, we have made r eli able es ti ­
mates based on th e number of copies which 
have survived of va rieties of which in all 
probabi lity only one sheet w as printed. W e 
came to a fi gure of 2 % fo r th e st amps used 
mainly fo r letter post age ( 2kr, 3kr , 6kr , 
9kr ) whil e th e fi gure fo r the l kr st amp, 
mostly used fo r printed matter, must have 
been much lowe r. W e we re not able to 
g ive an es tim ate fo r this la tte r st amp as 
th e re was no comp ara tive basis avail able and 
t he re is no tangible evidence to make an es ti­
mate of th e surviving copies of th e newspaper 
st amps, because th e re ex ist no vari eties of 
th em which coul d provid e a lead. T here can 
be no do ubt th a t a much smaller percentage 
of th e newspape r st amps th an of th e contem­
pora ry post age st amps, even when compa red 
w ith th e 1kr st amp, have survived. 

T he quite obv ious fac t th a t th e newspa­
pe r stamps come much ra rer in fu ll-margined 
copies th an th e post age st amps also r equires 
some d iscussion. There a re va rious condi­
t ions which can be blamed fo r thi s fac t. O ne 
of th e most compelling is th e na r row spacing 
of onl y I mm or less between vertical rows. 
When, in addition to this, we consider the 
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usually pal e color of the yellow and rose 
stamps we can underst and why these stamps 
a re usually cut into the design at least on 
one or two sides. This goes for unused as 
well as used stamps, because the former are 
in the great majority also used stamps which 
escaped cancell ation. Another fact which 
cont ributed to many badly cut into copies 
was the practice of pas ting the stamps in 
st rips on sheets of add ress labels, because no 
ca re was t aken to cut the st amps properly 
w hen th e address labels were cu t apart. 
F ull-margined copies should h ave about 
1,Y:; mm. margin at top and bottom, and close 
to ,Y:; mm. a t the sides, but copies which have 
any margin at all at th e sid es are considered 
very fine cop ies . The blue st amp, unused 
and used , although a very large percentage 
of all existi ng cop ies are more or less cut 
into, can be fou nd wi th out too much diffi­
cu lty in full-margined cop ies, but th e yellow 
and rose stamps are extremely rare in such 
condition, uncancelled even more than can­
cell ed. Full-margin ed used copies of th ese 
two stamps, in good color, are almost as rare 
as the unused scarlet stamp; unused ones 
are much rarer. Of th e l atte r a much larger 
pe rcentage of th e known copies a re full-mar­
gined-although partly defective in other re­
spects-because they were obviously cu t from 
a sheet for collecting purposes. Of th e seven 
known used cop ies none is full-margined, the 
best one being cut into slightly on one side. 

Many newspaper stamps have been torn as 
a result of th e prac tice of some publishers 
of pasting th e stamps partly on the wrapper 
and partly on th e newspaper. When the 
wrappe r was taken off the stamp was usu­
ally to rn in half. Such torn yellow and rose 
s tamps have frequently been used for r epair 
jobs, in making one full st amp out of two 
or three such fragments. 

Use of the Newspaper Stamps 
The regulations for the use of newspaper 

st amps, published on Sep tember 12, 1850, 
provided th at each issue of a new spaper or 
magazin e rega rdless of size, weight and the 
number of sections and supplements, had to 
be franked with one blue newspaper st amp . 
It was not specified what was considered a 
"supplement " and questions concerning this 
arose soon af ter th e use of newspaper st amps 
began. The postal auth orities held a very 
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broad view in this matter and an additional 
regul ation issued on January 30, 1851 , even 
provided that an evening edition mailed in 
the same wrapper with a morning edition of 
a newspaper was to be considered a "sup­
plement," therefore requiring together only 
one blue st amp. 

The newspaper publishers normally h ad to 
pay for th e newspaper st amps in cash. For 
political reasons, the publisher s of a small 
number of newspapers, as well as one offi­
cial magaz ine were gr anted before January 
1, 1851 th e privilege of m ailing thei r news­
papers and magaz ines free of charge and this 
prac tice was continued after th at date. This 
was done in th e manner that th e publishers 
r eceived th e necessary number of newspaper 
stamps free and th e Ministry of Interior 
and the Ministry of Education respectively 
paid for them. In th e files of th e Postal 
Administration we found a notation th at such 
gifts of newspaper st amps in 1851 were m ade 
to the newspapers "Oesterreichische V olks· 
zeitung," "Wiestnik dla Rusmin" and 
"Slowenske N owine" fo r the Ministry of In­
terior, and " D er Schulbothe" for the Minis­
try of Education. 

The regulations of September 12, 1850 
provided th at any newspape r or newspapers 
to the same addressee had to be enclosed in 
a wrapper w ith th e add ress and the neces­
sary number of blue newspape r stamps pasted 
on. To m ake use of the privilege of news­
paper stamps, all newspapers to be delivered 
by th e same post office had to be made up 
into a bundle, w ith the destination marked 
on the ou tside. The post offices where the 
newspapers we re mailed put their postmark 
outside on such bundles and , without opening 
them, shipped them to their destination. 
There th e bundle h ad to be opened, the news­
paper st amps cancelled and the newspapers 
delivered to the addressees. Newspapers were 
usually held at th e post offices and had to be 
picked up by the addressees. Only when 
,Y:; kr for each issue was paid for one month 
in advance, we re the newspapers delivered by 
the mail carriers. 

From the regulations it can be seen th at 
th e newspaper stamps we re usually cancelled 
on a rrival; therefore, the postmarks found on 
them do not give the place of mailing. Only 
in such cases where only one newspaper was 
mailed to one destin ation, the post office 
O. I 15 
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w here. it was mailed cancell ed th e st amp be­
fore forwa rding th e newspaper to its desti­
n ation. The regul ations fo r th e issue of the 
yellow and rose st amps of D ecember 3, 1850, 
and fo r th e sca rlet stamp of M a rch 21, 1856 
st ated th at th ese st amps were to be used on 
shipments of IO or more newspapers to the 
same add ressee in th e same w rapper, w ithout 
making any change in the other regulations. 
I t was especially st ated in th e regulations th at 
newspaper publisher s w ho did not want to 
comply w ith th em could mail th e newspape rs 
as prin ted matter , paying th e regular fee of 
1kr (5c) fo r each loth. 

T he idea of issu ing the newspaper st amps 
w ith out a valu e indication and to distinguish 
them by th eir colors only was also a new idea 
not previously t ried by any other count ry. 
T his meas ure had seve ral advantages in tha t 
th e st amps were sold fo r a special purpose 
only and th eir use was st r ictly cont rolled by 
th e fac t th at th e newspaper publisher s h ad 
to buy the newspaper st amps at th e same 
post offi ce w here th ey mailed the newspapers 
to be franked w ith th em. T he selling price 
could be increased o r lowered wi th out chang­
ing th e stamps, were the r ates fo r newspa­
pers to be changed . F urthermore, no special 
issue fo r L ombardy-Veneti a was necessa ry, as 
th e st amps could be sold in th e silver cur­
rency used the re w ith out any dange r th at 
someone co uld make a profi t by buying 
st amps in Austri a proper for paper money, 
about 15 % cheaper. This fac t necessitated 
the issue of special post age st amps fo r L om­
ba rdy-V enetia, but was unnecessa ry fo r the 
newspaper st amps. They we re sold there to 
new spape r publishers a t th e official equivalent 
in Lira currency, therefo re 3 Lire fo r a 
sheet of 100 blue st amps, 30 Lire for yellow 
o r scarl et st amps and 150 Lire fo r rose 
st amps. The face value of th e single st amps 
was th e refo re 3c for th e blue, 3oc fo r th e 
yell ow and scarlet and 1 Y2 Lire fo r the rose 
st amp. F urth ermore, th e face value coul d be 
reduced to get rid of remainde rs as w as actu­
ally done when th e r emainders of th e rose 
and yellow st amps w ere eventu ally sold fo r 
th e price of blue st amps. 

Theo retically, all fo u r kinds of newspaper 
stamps could have been used in L ombardy­
Ve netia and w e believe th at th ey w ere. But 
positive proof of this is avail able only for th e 
bl ue st amp, which comes in all types quite 
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frequ ently on newspapers mailed in L om­
bardy-V eneti a. T he yellow and rose st amp 
are known cancelled in L ombardy-Venetia 
-although much r a rer th an in Austria 
prope r, especially th e yellow st amp-but we 
know of no copy on a newspaper or wrapper 
undo ubtedly mai led in Lombardy-V enet ia. 
None of th e copies wi th cancellations of post 
offices in Lombardy-Veneti a was used, as far 
as can be ascer t ained, in L ombardy-Venetia 
for the ir original value but all origin ated 
fro m the using up of th ese st amps as 
bl ue st amps, in 1852 and 1856 respectively. 
As these rema inders were sold only to news­
paper publishers in Vienn a, th e Lombardy­
Venetia cancell ati ons on them are a r r ival 
postmarks and do not prove use of the yellow 
and rose stamps in Lombardy-V enetia. T he 
same can be said about the use of the scar­
let st amp, as none of the few known used 
cop ies is cancelled in Lombardy-Veneti a. D r. 
E milio D iena claims in his cat alog of O ld 
I ta li an Sta tes* th a t th e scarlet st amp was 
not used in Lomba rdy-Venet ia, indicating 
th at the yellow and rose st amps we re. But 
th e re is neither proof th at oth er than blue 
newspaper st amps we re eve r used th ere nor 
is th ere any proof th at th ey we re not. The 
question must be lef t open until un assail able 
proof of use can be es t ablished and we doubt 
th is can eve r be done. The exis tence of the 
ea rlies t pr intings of th e yellow and rose 
st amps on thin paper with L omba rdy-Venetia 
cancell a tion is of no help, as the remainders 
used up in 1856 and 1852 respectively in­
cl uded all printings and quite a number of 
st amps from th e ea rliest printings as can be 
proven fro m copies of the yellow and rose 
stamps on thin paper, used in 1856 and 1852 
respectively. The use of these two st amps at 
th eir o rigin al values seems to h ave been so 
small and th eir necessity so wrongly es ti­
mated th a t when th ey were w ithdrawn th e 
post offices obviously returned in par t con­
signments th ey had r ece ived in D ecember 
1850, be for e th e st amps had been issued. 

T he newspaper st amps co uld generally be 
used only fo r newspapers mailed w ithin th e 
borde rs of th e A ustri an monarchy. But in 
th e c!de r liter ature, decrees of March 28, 
185 1 and aga in of July 31, 1851, ar e cited 

* "Catalogo <lei Fra 11coboll i d' l ta l ia" (Genova 
1923, in Ital ian). 
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w hich we re to have permitted th eir use also 
on mailings to fo reign countries, w hich per­
mission expired on December 31, 185 1. We 
have to confess that we have never seen any 
newspaper st amps on newspapers addressed to 
a fo reign country and w e think th a t the two 
decrees mentioned above-which we could 
not fi nd in th e official files-were misunder­
stood and did not conce rn th e fra nking w ith 
newspape r st amps; all newspapers mailed to 
dest in ations abroad we know are fr anked as 
printed matte r w ith postage st amps . It was 
ex pressly st ated in th e r egul ations th a t the 
newspaper stamps we re not valid for news­
papers mail ed to Austri an post offices abroad, 
except th ose in th e principality of Liechten­
stein and in Belgr ad (Serbia). In 1854 the 
validi ty was ex tend ed for newspapers to the 
Aust rian post offices es t abl ished du ring the 
C rimean W ar in Moldav ia and W alachia. 
In Liechtenstein , w hich was postally consid­
ered A ustri an te rr itory, th ere may also have 
bren newspaper st amps sold and newspapers 
mailed fra nked w ith th em-although we do 
not know of any newspaper or magaz ine pub­
lished at th a t t ime in th at small country­
but th e A ustri an post offices in Belgrad and 
Mold avi a-W alachi a only delive red newspa­
pe rs received from Austri a and did not ac­
cep t th em at th e special newspaper r ates. 

T here exists th e possibility of mixed /ran k­
ings, on the one hand between th e blue and 
th e oth er newspaper st amps, on th e other 
hand w ith th e fo llowing newspaper issue of 
1858. Of th e first category we know of 
only one example, a yellow st amp w ith two 
ribbed blue st amps, used togeth er on a piece 
of wrapper, w ith a L ombardy-Veneti a can­
cell ation. There is a strong probability th at 
in thi s case th e yellow st amp w as used in 
L omba rdy-Veneti a and at its o rigin al frank­
ing value fo r ten newspaper s, because w e do 
not kn ow of ribbed blue stamps used afte r 
18 52. It would th en probably be a fr anking 
for 12 copies, quite frequently used fo r mail­
ing a volume of a monthly magazine, of w hich 
the fa mous block of 12 of th e yellow st amp 
i; anoth er example. But th ere is no real 
proof fo r this specul ation and th e date of use 
- June 18-does not exclude th e possibility 
th at th e item comes from the using up of th e 
yellow st amps in 1856, the mixed fr anking 
therefo re pay ing only for three new spapers. 
Of th e second category, we know also only 
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one example, a blue stamp w ith tw o blue 
st amps of the 1858 n.ewspaper issue on a 
w r apper. The date of cancellation is No­
vember 15, indicating th at it w as 1858, j ust 
two weeks af ter th e new issue h ad first been 
sold to publishers. No other mixed £rank­
ings except th ese two-of which the first one 
origin ally was in th e Alph onse de R othschild 
collect ion and both later in the Admiral F. R . 
H a rr is collection-are known. 

There exist no post age st amps used as 
newspape r st amps as is claimed by some 
authors. P ost age stamps were r egul arly 
used fo r post age of newspapers or magazines 
at the norm al printed matter r ate w hen they 
w ere mailed by private per sons or even by 
newspaper publishers w ho for one reason or 
another d id not want to comply w ith the 
regul ations connected w ith the privilege of 
using newspaper st amps. Such a use of post­
age st amp s for pr inted m atte r is something 
entirely norm al and is not an emergency or 
unusual fr anking. On th e other hand , the 
use of newspaper st amps fo r r egul ar post age 
was expressly fo rbidden, but nevertheless was 
occasionally practised. Some newspaper pub­
lishers occasionally fr anked printed m atte r 
v.r ith ne\vspaper stamps, e ither \11.r ith one, 
cheating the post office by o.4kr, or with two, 
giving the post office an additional o.2kr. 
This was not permitted but in a few know n 
cases was tolerated. In some such cases, 
the newspaper st amps we re not recognized 
and th e sender h ad to put on addition al post­
age st amps. A few " mixed" £rankings be­
tween post age and new spaper stamps which 
occurred in th at way, are known , for ex­
ample, a bl ue newspape r st amp with a 5c and 
two IOc post age st amps on a wrapper, mailed 
in Venez ia. 

More spectacul a r is the fraudulent use of 
new spaper st amps for postage. The public 
frequently r eceived, on new spapers and 
magazines, newspaper st amps w hich were left 
uncancelled. E specially in Lombardy-Vene­
tia w here many other methods w ere devised 
to cheat the post al and other government 
authorities-cla imed to be a kind of pa tri­
otic duty and a protes t against the hated 
Austri an rule, but continued after the libera­
tion-a number of attempts are known to use 
such uncancelled newspaper st amps for post­
age, th e blue newspaper stamp usually on 
cove rs as substitute for the 45c stamp, w hich 
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was also blue. A brazen attempt at cheat­
ing was the use of a yellow Mercury as a 
5c postage st amp to pay, together with an 
equ ally invalid 2kr post age st amp, the 15c 
r ate for a letter from Salo on June 15, I 856. 
Simila r fraudul ent use of newspaper st amps 
for post age is also know n from Austri a 
proper, but in r are cases only. 

Cancellations 
As most new spaper st amps, as can be de­

duced fro m th e r egulations, we re cancelled 
on arrival, the postma rks used on them do 
not necessarily indicate w here they were 
used. Fo r example, th e remainders of th e 
yellow and rose st amps w hich were used up 
exclusively in V ienn a, come w ith the cancel­
lations from all par ts of the monarchy. 
While th e blue stamps mu st have been avail­
able at th e post offices of all cities or towns 
where newspape rs or magazines we re pub­
lished, th e yellow and scarlet and especially 
the rose stamp as long as th ey we re sold and 
used .at th eir o rigin al valu e must h ave been 
avail able only at th e la rge cities where th ere 
was demand fo r th em because publishers 
th ere made bulk shipments to out-of- town 
d istributors. From th e cancellations fo und 
on th e six copi es of th e scarlet stamp of which 
we have a record- three a re cancelled in 
V ienn a, two in Bruenn , th e capital ·Of M o­
r avia and one in Prague, the capital of Bo­
h e.mi a- we may conclud e th at only the post 
o ffices in th e capitals of the provinces h ad 
s tocks of the yellow, scarlet and rose st amps 
fo r sale. In these citi es, and in a few others, 
special branches of the main post offices ex­
isted, dealing w ith new spapers and m aga­
z ines only, the so-called " Z eitungs-Expedi­
tionen" and it is probable th at only th ese 
branch post offices h ad other th an the blue 
newspaper st amps fo r sale. They used spe­
cial oval o r circula r canceller s, in scribed 
"ZEITUN G S-EXPED." o r simil a r legends, 
in L omb ardy-Ven eti a " SPE DIZION E GAZ­
ZETTE." F our of the six sca rlet st amps 
previou sly mentioned-those cancelled in V i­
enn a and F'r ague- show such special can­
celle rs. They can frequ ently be found also 
on tl-: e blue , yellow and rose st amps, peing 
used fo r outgoing and less frequently for 
incoming newspapers. . Other post offices 
w hich had to cancel newspaper stamps on 
outgoing newspapers used th e same postm arks 
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which we re in use fo r th e cancelling of post­
age st amps on letters. The same w as done 
in many cases where post offices h ad to can­
cel newspaper stamps on incoming newspa­
pers. But frequently the special a rrival post­
ma rks in use at some post offices we re applied 
o r oth e r postm arks which seemed suitable for 
th a t purpose. In some cases old postm arks 
w hich had prev iously been retired from regu­
la r use, even a number of pre-st amp post­
ma rks, we re put to use and employed as can­
cdlers fo r newspaper st amps. When w e add 
th e few special "mute" canceller s w h ich a 
number of post offices used for th e same pur­
pose, we can see that it is a ra th er diver sified 
group of pos tm arks which can be fo und used 
as cancellers on newspaper st amps, many of 
the m unknown on postage st amps. No special 
stu dy has been made of th em up to now but 
it wo uld be a r ewa rding t ask to try to re­
cord them all. 

The ink used fo r cancelli ng th e newspaper 
stamps was usually black. Aside fro m th ese 
bl ack cance ll a tions, a few blue ones are 
kn o ~,· n and these are scarce. G reen cancell a­
tions a re even rare r and red ones the r ares t 
of all. They all co me on blue st amps only, 
the othe rs bei ng kn own only with bl ack can­
ce ll ation. 

Reprints, Fakes and Forgeries 

A ll fo ur newspape r st amps of 185 1 were 
officially reprinted seven t imes . All repr ints 
a re in T ype II ; as o riginals in th is type 
ex ist only of th e blue st amp, th e yellow, 
sca rlet and rose rep rints a re readily dis­
ti nguishable. For th e fi rst repr int th e matrix 
in Type II was used, showing th e character ­
istics of th a t type and always, quite distinct , 
hav in g colored s po~s on nose and chin . Fo r 
th e la te r r eprints, thi s matrix was cleaned, 
by which process th e colored spots and some 
other small det a ils disappea red and th e 
cleaned matr ix was used . The cliches were 
elect ro types in all cases . The setting for the 
fi rst reprint was of 50 cliches (5 horizontal 
rov .. ·s of IO) , which was printed tw ice, one 
above th e oth er , to obtain sheets of 100. For 
th e later reprints settings of 25 (5 x 5) 
cliches we re made and printed four times fo r 
each sheet of 100. The spacing between the 
cliches w as in all th ese settings much w ider 
th ~n on th e origin als, horizontally I % mm. 
to 3Yz mm. , ve rtically 5Yz mm. to 5% mm., 
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The design of t he Reprints , Type 11 (first reprint, a t lef t ) and Type 11 from t he cleaned 
matr ix ( la ter reprints, a t right ) . 
but irregul a r spacing can also be fo und f rom 
th e cente r of th e shee ts sepa rating the two or 
fo ur prin t ings needed to complete a sheet. 

The firs t reprint was mainly made for of­
fic ial exchange purposes and was to a la rge 
ex tent used fo r coll ections of all A ustr ian 
st amps presented to fore ign postal adminis­
t rations. Th e oth er reprints we re principally 
made to satisfy the demands of st amp col­
lecto rs and dealers and were sold at face 
value to th em. 

Th e fo llowing li st gives the ch aracterist ics 
of th e va rious rep r ints, w hich by th eir 
types, more vivid colors, paper, gum , etc. can 
be easily d istingu ished from th e originals. In 
do ubtfu l cases compa rison wi th a cheap blue 
or iginal w ill always be helpfu l. 

Firs t R eprint. O rd ered on J anu ary 12, 
r 866, delivered on March 20, 1866. 500 
cop ies of each. Spaced l :Y4 mm. horizontally 
and 5Y-( mm_. ver tically. Colors blue, yellow, 
lilac rose, scarlet. P aper w ithou t water ­
mark, w hite and ra th er th ick. G um w hite. 
Ca reful prin ting. W e know copies with 
st itch wate rm a rk of th e rose stamp. 

S econd R eprint. O rde red on D ecembe r 16, 
1869, delive red between J anu ary 27 and Aug­
ust 25, 1870. 10,000 cop ies of each. Spaced 
2Y, mm. horizontally and 5Y, mm. ver tically. 
Colors dark bl ue, yellow, lilac rose, scarlet. 
U neven colors, sometimes different sh ades on 
same sheet . P aper w ith sheet waterm ark 
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"ZEITUN G S-MARKEN ." ( first type of 
this waterm a rk ), white and r ath er thick. 
G um yellowish and cracky. Printing uneven, 
frequently bad and smudged. 

Th ird R eprin t. Ordered on June 14, 1884, 
delive red on O ctober 18, 1884. l ,ooo copies 
of each. Spaced 3Y, mm. horizontally and 
5y,i mm. ve r t ically. Colors in pale shades, 
pale blue, yellow , light cl a ret , sca rlet. P aper 
w ith sheet waterm ark " Z E ITUN GS-MAR­
KE N." (second type) , thin and r athe r strong­
ly ye llowish. G um yellowish w hite and 
~mooth . Very care ful printing. 

Fo urth R eprin t . Ordered on O ctober 20, 
1885 , delive red on April 21, 1886. 2,000 
copi es of each. Spaced l y,i mm. horizontally 
and 5y,i mm. vertically. Colors pale dark 
bl ue, ye ll ow, violet rose, scarlet . P aper w ith 
shee t waterm a rk " Z E ITUNGS-MARKEN.'" 
(second type) , thin and st rongly yellowish 
(colored wi th tobacco juice?). G um yellow­
ish and smooth . Ca reful printing but not as 
good as fo r thi rd r eprint. 

F ifth R eprint . Ordered on February 24, 
1887, de l ive red on May 3, 1887: 10,000 cop­
ies of each . Spaced l y,i mm. horizontally and 
5y,i mm . ve rtically. C olors steel blue, yel­
low, pale clare t, sca rlet. P aper w ith sheet 
watermark " Z E ITUNG S-M ARKEN." (sec­
ond type), yell owish white and thin. Gum 
ye llowish w_hite and smooth . R ath er careful 
and clean prin t ing. 
O. I 19 
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Sixth R eprint. Ordered on November 21 , 
1892, delivered in April and May 1894. 10,-
600 copies of blue, 10,700 of yellow, 10,000 
of rose and I 1,300 of scarlet stamps. Spaced 
1 y,( mm. horizontally and 5y,( mm. vertically. 
Colors pale greenish blue, yellow, pale claret, 
scarlet. Paper with sheet watermark "ZEl­
TUNGS-MARKEN ." (second type) , yel­
lowish to grayish white, thin. Gum yellow­
ish white. R ather careful and clean print­
ing. 

Seventh R eprint. Ordered on April 1, 
1903, delivered in 1904 in two parts. 20,-
000 copies of each. Spaced 1 y,( mm. hori­
zontally and 5y,( mm. vertically. Colors 
grayish blue, yellow, brownish rose, scarlet 
(first printing) , light blue, deep yellow, lilac 
rose, scarlet (second printing). P aper with­
out watermark, thin with distinct mesh. Gum 
white. R ather careful printing. 

There exist a few others, so-called " unoffi­
cial" reprints, of w hich only two are on the 
m arket and th erefo re r equire di scussion. The 
one is th e so-called "Fellner-R eprin t," sup­
posedly m ade in a small quantity about 1885 
for a Viennese collector, Ernst Fellner. We 
know the blue, yellow and rose st amp, on 
grayish paper of inferior quality, of this re­
print, in T ype II from th e cleaned matrix, 
but the scarlet stamp may also exis t. 

Another instance of an unofficial reprint 
occurred in 1907 when H ans Kropf wrote his 
monogr aph about the st amps of Austria.* 
The contemporary Minister of Commerce 
was Kropf's brother-in-law and this resulted 
in an order to deliver to K ropf prints of all 
dies and cliches preserved in the P ostal Mu­
seum at Vienna. These prints, black on w hite 
paper or thin yellowish card, include prints 
of the origin al wood cut as well as of cliches 
in Type II and IIIb of the newspaper st amps. 
They a re frequently offered as "Proofs" but 
are actu ally "Proof R eprints" of little phila­
telic value. 

There also ex ist R eprint Proofs made in 
1870 w hen th e second reprint was prepared. 
They a re printed in Type II , in colors quite 
similar to th e r eprints, on gr ayish pieces of 
paper of about 85 mm. x 80 mm. size. These 
Die Reprint Proofs supposed ly were made 111 

I 20 se ts for official purposes and a re rare. 

* "Die Postwertzeichen des Kaisertums Oesterreich" 
(Vienna 1908. in German, with 35 plates) . 
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A number of regular reprints can be found 
hand stamped " SP EC! MEN" in black. This 
handstamp was used by the postal authorities 
from 1878 for marking stamps which were 
given away free to high offici als, especially 
important foreigners. We have seen it on 
the third , fifth and sixth reprint but it may 
also be found on the others, probably except 
the first and last. 

The original die of the newspaper st amps 
was used in 1933 for the manu fac ture of a 
kind of sample stamps printed during th e In­
ternation al Stamp Exhibition in Vienna 1933, 
in one h all of the exhibition. For this pur­
pose, in a working die the original inscrip­
tion s were removed and r eplaced by "WIPA" 
at top, " 1933" at bottom and ornaments at 
the sides. A pl ate of 16 (4 x 4) such 
"st amps" was used and printed in eight dif­
fe rent colors. 8,ooo shee ts of each-4,000 of 
the scarlet color-were printed and sold to 
th e public. 

The rarity of th e "Mercur ies" soon led 
to fak es and forgeriPs and some of th em may 
be seventy or eighty year s old. The fa kes 
were made either by chemically changing th e 
color of the blue stamp into yellow, which is 
a qu ite simple procedure, but easily detect­
able because aside from other particularities, 
the yellow color obtained in this way always 
has a greenish tint. This mu st be the oldest 
fake, poss ibly even m ade to defraud the post 
office and leading to the official color change 
of 1856 from yellow to scarlet. Other fakes 
we re made by doctoring of reprints and put­
ting a fa ked cancell ation on them. These 
products are not dangerous, but some fo rger­
ies a re, of w hich quite a number of different 
ones exist. They are either made by bleach­
ing or removing the color of cheap genuine 
contemporary Austri a stamps and printing on 
a des ign in yellow, rose or sca rlet, or th e 
whole stamp is forged. As paper and can­
cell ation on th e former kind of fo rgeries are 
genuine they a re sometimes quite tricky. 
Among th e complete forgeries a re also some 
rather dangerous ones but none which the 
specialist or expe rt could not spot. T he 
fake rs and forge rs did not know th at th e yel­
low and rose stamps came genuine only wi th 
cert ain dates-we h ave explained this in a 
previous paragraph-; their dates do not con­
fo rm and therefore immediate susp icion is 
a roused. 
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Collecting "Mercuries" 

There are m any collectors who, specializ­
ing in the st amps of Austria, a re attracted by 
the newspaper st amps because they a re the 
r a rities in the fi eld . But we know of only a 
few w ho have m ade the new spaper st amps 
of 185 1 th eir special field of inte res t . The 
main re ason for this is the fact th at only 
la rge qu antities of th e blue st amps necessary 
fo r eve ry specialization or fo r research a re 
obtainable, w hile th e r a rities, due to their 
high price, make only a moderate specializ ing 
in th em possible. 

But the blue st amp, although not a "cheap" 
stamp, ~ith a cat alog value of $5 fo r th e most 
common va ri ety, has ampl e oppo rtunities for 
special izing and even for r esearch, because it 
has been somewhat neglected by stu dents of 
Aust r ian st amps. T he various types, th e pa­
per va r ie ties and shades, the d ifferent kind s 
of use, th e d ive rsified and attractive cancel­
lations all provide fea tu res for a specialized 
collect ion, which, if the means of the collector 
pe rm it, can be crowned by a few copies of 
the yell ow and rose st amps and even by a 
copy of th e sca rlet "Mercury." Such a col­
lection w ill d raw a ttention in every cl ub 
mee ti ng and in every exhibition. 

Th e research possibilities are equally num­
erous. Nobody h as successfully t r ied to pl ate 
BOYD CITY EXPRESS POST 
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any of the settings, a task certainly quite 
difficult due to the fle xibility of the single 
cliches used for th e settings but nevertheless 
not insoluble. E specially the setting in "Type 
I r etouched" has possibilities despite the diffi­
culties posed by the usu ally worn or over­
inked printings. F or such an undertaking, 
th e collector w ill be forced to abandon a high 
stand ard of condition and if he ever wants 
to accompli sh his task w ill have to t ake the 
usual cut-into copies, which constitute about 
98 % of all avail able material of th e news­
paper st amps of 185 I. Similar considera­
tions w ill have to be taken into account befo re 
a resea rch coll ection of the cancellations on 
th e newspaper stamps, an equ ally fertile fi eld , 
is st a rted. H ere th e collector will find some 
guid ance in th e liter ature concerning the can· 
cell at ions on postage stamps as w ell as the 
pre-st amp postm arks, but in view of th e spe· 
cial conditions exis ting fo r the cancell ation 
of th e newspaper st amps, he w ill h ave to 
bu ild his research on an entirely new basis. 

Collectin g "Mercuries" is a pleasant and 
attrac tive t ask. If any collector w ill be 
tempted by this monog raph to enter this field, 
he w ill be not only able to enl a rge our phila­
telic knowledge bu t w ill h ave also found a 
sati sfying and genuin ely rewa rdin g fi eld for 
hi s collecting ac tivities. 
Our readers will no te w ith regre t, the 
absence from this issue of Chapter I X in 
Hen ry E . Abt's series on BOYD'S C ITY 
EXPRESS P OST. T he successive ch apter s 
of this his tory have appeared, wi thout inter­
ru pt ion, since our qu arterly issue of July, 
1949, and we expect th at th e series w ill be 
resumed in an early issue of 1951 , and con­
tinued thereafter until th e fu ll story of this 
private postal en terprise h as been told . 

By w ay of explanat ion, the author of this 
series has heavy r esponsibilities as P resident 
of Brand Names Foundation, Incorpor ated , 
an o rganization sponsored by th e principal 
manufact ur ing, adve rtising and publishing 
inte rests of th e nat ion. W hen he un der took, 
fro m his extensive data on th e priva te posts 
and U nited States carrier service, to prepare 
the manuscripts we have been publishing, we 
we re th en on a quar terly publishing schedule. 
It was possible for him to sandw ich in t ime, 
between his frequent business t ravels, to 
bring us each of th e interes ting chapte rs, 
promptly and in good orde r. 

D espite th e fac t th at the accele r ation of 
our pu bli shing sched ule to six times yearly at 
the beginning of 1950 greatly increased th e 
d ifficulti es at tendant to this perform ance, un­
til now, Mr. Abt managed to keep pace w ith 
us. Finally, howeve r, an unusu ally heavy 
business agenda made delivery of th e m anu­
script fo r th e current issue impossible and it 
became necessary fo r us to give th e author 
a "breath er." W e are confident th at his ap­
preciative reade rs will underst and th e delay 
and w ill welcome him back w hen he 
"return s." 

H.M.G. 
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The Meeting of O ctober . 4, I950. 

Dr. Clarence H ennan 

The exhibit at this meeting was devoted to 
a showing of portions of the collections of 
Dr. Clarence W. H enn an of Chicago. As 
Dr. Hennan was unable to be present, the 
material was show n and explained by Elliott 
P erry. 

The .first part of th e exhibition consisted 
of a selection from th e Chicago P ostal His­
tory Collection, including stampless covers 
from 1835 to 186I, both domestic and fo reign 
use, showing various post marks and rate 
marks. A number of covers w ith the I847 
issue we re shown, including three pairs of 
the 5 ct ., one ve rtical. Foreign usage was 
illustrated by cove rs w ith the 1851. issue to 
Belgium, the I857 issue to Germany, th e 24 
ct. I86o to ·England. Other items of special 
interest were cove rs showing supplementary 
mail markings, a number of patriotics, and 
seve ral Prisoner of War covers, one showing 
combination usage of U. S. and Confederate 
st amps. 

The Chicago Local P osts we re represented 
by covers bearing th e stamps of W ells and 
Co. , Bronson and. Fobes, Chicago Penny 
P ost , A ll en's City Dispatch, Floyd's P enny 
Post and Moody's Penny Dispatch. Speci­
mens of th e rare McMillan's Dispatch and 
Whittelsey's Express. 

The second part of the program consisted 
of a selection from Dr. H enn an's extensive 
collection of th e st amps of Latin America. 

Argentina was r ep resented by a selection 
of die and plate proofs of th e early issues 
from 1862 to 1878, including an electrotype 
die of the three denomin ations of th e I863 
" Rivadavia I ssue," made in London. These 
particul ar proofs were printed on th e "Star" 
waterma-rked paper extensively used for 
British Colonial stamps. There we re also 
shown a number of essays for unissued de­
signs. 

Costa Rica was represented by a compre­
hensive show ing of th e I 862 issue, including 
a page of th e Medio Re al showing the vari­
ous stages of th e crack in th e plate, a block 
of the Med io · R eal, imperforate horizontally, 
and an unused specimen of the Quatro Re­
ales; fro m posi tion 8, showing a prominent 
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double transfer . The used specimens includ­
ed the distinctive cancellations and post marks 
used in the various tow ns, a 2 R. w ith th e 
" E88" cance ll ation of th e British P ost Of­
fice at Colon, P anam a, and examples of 
British stamps bea ring the town post mark of 
Limon, Costa Rica. 

The showing of the stamps of Guatemala 
was confi ned to the "Quetzal" iss ue of .188I-
82. The material included die proofs of the 
1, 2, 5 and IO Centavos, th e 2c. and 2oc. 
wi th inve rted cen ter, both in singles and 
blocks, and fi ne specimens of the rare 5c. 
with inver ted center. T he 2c. inverted cen­
ter was also shown used on cover. A num­
ber of covers were shown , used locally as well 
as to E ngland , France, Germany and the 
U nited States. There was a fine selection of 
used stamps showi ng the various numeral 
cancellations used in th e different cities and 
towns of the R epublic, also numeral cancel­
lations applied at U. S. Post Offices upon 
arrival. 

The stamps of H onduras were represented 
by a showing of th e "Morazan" issue of 1878-
89 including di e proofs of th e Yz Real and 
2 c., pl ate proofs of th e seve ral denominations 
on both Ind ia paper and cardboa rd. Cove rs 
bearing th ese st amps are far from common, 
but th e collection included cove rs used to 
F rance and th e U nited States and an out­
standing item, that of a cover to Nova Sco­
ti a. The used portion of the collection in­
cluded a page showing U. S. markings. 

The wonderful lot of the early st ampless 
cove rs fr om H aiti t akes th e stud ent of Hai­
tian Postal History back to th e pe riod prior 
to th e F rench Revolution , beginning wi th th e 
yea r I 78 I. Included was a cover of I 798 
signed by Toussaint L 'Ouverture, and Army 
orders of 1802 and 1803, during th e occupa­
tion of the island by Napoleon's troops. An 
interesting group of covers from I845-46 
showed th e handstamped local stamps used 
in Gonaives, Cap H aitien and Port R epubli­
carn. A number of covers from H aiti to 
France, via E ngland , showed th e marks 
"G.B.-d6oc." "Colonies-Art. 12" and 
" Colonies-Art. 13" peculiar to that service. 
Included in this group might be mentioned 
the ra re "Crown " post marks, used at Brit­
ish Post Offices in J acme! and Port Au 
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Prince. The selection included two covers 
w ith F rench st amps used in H ait i and a 
goodly number w ith Briti sh st amps used in 
H aiti and bea ring the Port au Prince " E 53" 
cancell ation, J acmel "C59" and St. Thomas 
t ransit "C5 1" markings. O th er outst and­
ing items we re: a cover from P ort au P r ince 
to Mazatl an, Mexico showing the r a re h and­
stamp of the P acific Mail Steamship Co., a 
very ea rly cove r to Germ any, D ec. 1849, 
wi th H amburg "Ship L et ter" marking, fou r 
covers showing the use of th e H amburg­
American P acket Co. ad hesive, one bearing a 
pai r tied w ith th e handstamp of th e agent 
and believed to be uniqu e; a cove r of 1801 
w ritten at th e P alace of th e C itadel and 
signed by Christophe ; an interes ting cover 
of 183 7 fro m Le H avre, F rance, and st amped 
w ith th e Censor mark of th e Bureau of 
P olice at P ort au Prince; a cove r to the 
U nited States fro m H aiti bea ring a JOc. 1869 
U . S. stamp affixed a t St. Thomas. 

Meeting of O ctobe r r8, r950 

111/r. Th eodo re E . Ste inway 

O ur old and honored fri end T heodore E. 
Steinway presented th e progr am of th e eve­
ning. Humorou sly, he titled it, "Mixed 
Pickles and O lives." If we may be pe rmit­
ted to carry th e metaphor to its logical con­
clus ion, th e prog ram was a full-course din­
ner. There was a dish fo r every phil atelic 
tas te and each collecto r. It is, indeed , sel­
dom th at one man can show the cath ol icity 
of inte res t in st amps in one short evening. 

For th e coll ecto r interested in essays and 
proofs, th ere we re th e or igin al drawings and 
des igns of the Canal Z one Gold Centenary 
issue and an origin al drawing fo r th e U nited 
States "Old I ronsides" comm emorat ive st amp. 
T hese items had neve r been show n before. 

For th e Top ical collector, there were sev­
eral pages fro m th e fa mous Steinway "Music 
on Stamps" collection ; as well as a phila­
telic memento of th e International R ed 
Cross, includ ing origin al lette rs fro m Cl ar a 
Ba rton and F lorence I ightingale. The 
P ortuguese R ed Cross franking st amps were 
shown w ith a copy of th e dec ree authorizing 
their use and issuance. 

Fo r th e coll ecto r of precancels were shown 
the s' H ertogenbosch precancels of th e Neth­
erl ands. These w ere used on newspapers 
and we re not only precancels, but also had a 
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special perforation applied to them which w as 
very distinctive. They a re found on the 0 
C ent, rose of r876. 

F or the specialist in British Colonial is­
sues, there w ere the Ne w Zealand st amps of 
r 893 w ith th e adve rtisements printed on the 
back. Those interes ting st amps w hich used 
to be so common a few years ago h ave be­
come qu ite sca rce. Each stamp in the sheet 
had a sepa ra te adver ti sement printed upon 
its back. As these we re set up in the same 
way as th e shee t of iss ued st amps it is pos­
sible to r econstruct th e entir e settings of these 
adve rtisements. All of the various types were 
shown printed on th e back of the rd . rose 
first issued in 1882 and current at the time. 

The progr am end ed w ith a souffie for the 
collector of th e cl ass ics . Among the out­
st anding items shown we re a mint block of 
fo ur of G reat Britain 's rd. black Official 
st amp of 1840 w ith the initi als " V " " R " in 
th e upper co rners. T here was also a single 
copy of this st amp w ith a la rge portion of 
th e margin al insc ription attached . The beau­
tiful P aris prints of th e first issue of Greece 
were shown in superb mint condition. Of 
course, no Steinway N ight is ever complete 
w ithout his New South W ales and Old G er­
man States. The New South W ales w as 
r epresented by a r econstruction of th e plate 
of th e L aureate H eads of 185r in st ate III . 
The Old Ge rm an States we re displayed by a 
showing of th e st amps of Mecklinburg-S t re­
litz in supe rb mint condition. 

There we re many other items which space 
does not pe rmit us to discuss. W e regret th at 
we can only write-up the highlights 

T he Mee ting of November r 

Jltlr . W. L loyd H eath 

Our good fri end and form er Librarian, 
Lloyd H eath , had r ecently r eturned to the 
U nited States fr om a five year st ay in K orea, 
first w ith th e U nited States O ccupa tion 
Forces and th en wi th the ECA . Mr. H eath 
was in a posi t ion to obse rve th e development 
of the P ostal Service in K orea h aving served 
as adviso r to th e K orean P ost Office D epart­
ment. H e was evacu ated from K orea on 
June 27, r950, by a ir , a few hours befo re th e 
North K orean Commun is t fo rces captured 
th e city of Seoul. 

Mr. H ea th h as fo rmed a fi ne collection of 
th e st amps of K orea, issued und er the U. S. 
O. r 23 
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Military Rule, and the issues of the Repub­
lic of Korea. The collection is complete, 
showing the st amps mint, used and on first 
day covers wherever possible. In displaying 
his stamps Mr. Heath had many anecdotes to 
relate regarding the symbolism of the de­
signs, the circumstances around the print­
ing and issuing of the stamps. 

We regret, however, th at there was not 
more study and knowledge displayed about 
these stamps, now while the knowledge is 
fresh . It is a lso noted that more attention 
was paid to getting examples of commem­
orative cachets and first day covers than to 
the study of the postal system, its method of 
operating, the services rendered by th e Post 
Office, and the methods of transporting the 
mails. W e hope that th e short notice th a t 
Mr. H eath had to prepare his program was 
responsible for this omission. 

Before the conclusion of his program, Mr. 
H eath showed some examples of the stamps 
issued under the communist government in 
North K orea. This was of great interest, 
especially his discussion of th e propaganda 
letters and the method of indicating th at th e 
letters we re prepared und er Party supervi­
sion . These letters were marked with a 
small circle near the stamp and letters bear­
ing this ma rk received th e Censors chop w ith­
ou t having been opened. 

We are g ratefu l to Mr. H eath for the 
pioneer work th at he has done upon modern 
Korea. We hope th a t he w ill w rite up these 
stamps fully in some future issue of this 
magazine. One, on the spot, as Mr. Heath , 
has the great advantage over others who 
have to secure their information second-hand . 
C lub programs as this are popularly re­
ce ived. Although we expressed our regret as 
to th e omission of much philatelic study, the 
large audience on hand enjoyed every mo­
ment and gave our speaker most en thusiastic 
receptive at th e conclusion. 

The following new members were elected 
to membership at the Board of Governors' 
meetings held October 25 th, 1950: 

NO. 

2891 Mrs. Benjamin Lee, B rooklyn, N. Y. 
Collects U . S. and Autographs on cover. 

2892 Norman H . Lee, Brooklyn, N. Y . 
Collects Germany, Z eppelins, Air Mail, 
and Autographs. 
24 THE 
2893 Samuel Ad am Culverwell, Decatur, 
Alabama 

Collects Air Letter Sheets 
2894 Miss Travill a Ioor, Indianapolis, Indi­

ana 
Collects P oland 

Elected November 29th , 1950 
2896 R obert C. Masters, Falls Church, Vir­

ginia 
Collects United States 

2897 Dr. Gregory B. Salisbury, W ynnewood, 
Pa. 

Collects Russia (Imperial) and Russian 
States 

2898 Robert H . Shellhamer, Pittsburgh, P a. 
Collects U. S. and Possessions 

2899 AI Van Dahl , Albany, Oregon 
Collects Scandinavia 

2900 Russell T. Waines, Toronto, Canad a 
Collects Austria, Belgium, Plate V arie­

ties and cancell ations of both 
2901 Paul Wolf, London, England 

Collects Early E urope 
The L ibrary Committee reports the acqui­

sition of th e following: 
" Billig's Specialized Catalogue No. 6" by 

E . F. Hurt and L. N . and M. Williams 
"S tich ting H et N ede rl and se Postmuseum" 

by P ostal Museum 
"U. S. P ostal Slogan Cancels" by Moe Luff 
"New South Wales Philatelic Annual 1950" 

by the Philatelic Society of ew South 
W ales 

"French Philatelic Facts" Types of Cancell a­
tions l 8 53-1862 Issues by Brainerd 
Kremer 

"I Francobolli D 'I talia" by Guglielmo Oliva 
"Type Chart of N . U . Postage Meters" by 

W. C. Steiger & W. Pamperier 
"Know Your Stamps" by Frank Aretz 
"Tenth American Philatelic Congress" 
"So You Want to Invest In Stamps" by C. 

Ellis Milbury 
" Post Og Telegraf H aandbogen" by J. J or­

gensen & Co. 
"First Hundred Years of U. S. Terri torial 

M arks 1787-1887" by Dr. Carroll Chase 
and Richard C abern 

"S ixteenth American Philatelic Congress held 
10/ 27-28-29, 1950" 

" Postage Stamps of Great Britain 1840, 
1853" by J. B. Seymour 

" Imperial Airways" by N. C. Baldwin 

H. D. S. H averbeck, Sec'y. 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, N O. 



VENEZUELA 
The Small Guayana Issue 

By C. W. WICKERSHAM 
The years 1902 and 1903 were periods of 
internal disturbance in Venezuela. Castro 
had come into power a short time before. 
In 1902 European countries, looking for 
compensation for damages, blockaded La 
Guaira and seized the custom house. A re­
volt occurred in the Orinoco River country, 
where the most important town was Ciudad 
Bolivar, situated in an area of Venezuela 
that was remote from the capital at Cara­
cas. These various disturbances resulted in 
the Carupano and Guayana provisionals, 
abo ut which even today too little is known . 

The "S tate of Guayana," now the State 
of Bolivar, issued two sets of stamps, if we 
omit those for the Districts of Maturin and 
Marino. These were the large and the 
small "Guayanas," both of which had a short 
postal use in the spring of 1903. Most, if not 
all , of the genuinely used copies, on or off 
cover, bear a Ciudad Bolivar cancellation. 
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In both cases a control mark in blue was 
impressed on a number of stamps of each 
value. As this control mark bears the 
words "FISCALIA DE I STRUCCION 
PUBLICA," it is evident that the inten­
tion was that stamps with the control 
would be used for fiscal and revenue pur­
poses. Ever since the issue in Venezuela of 
the first "ESCUELAS" stamps in 1871, the 
use of the same stamps for postage and reve­
nue purposes had been common. (1 ) In several 
cases this dual purpose had been specifically 
authorized by governmental decree. It was 
a custom that continued in fact, well into the 
20th Century. 

(1) See VVi :.:kersham, CoLL1-: CTOR S CL UR Ptt1LATE-

1.1 s T for October 19~9 . p. 243; January 1950, p. 53. 

(
2

) Other roYers with the control mark used as an 
additional cance ll ation are in the author's collection. 
Figure l. 50c gray blue tied to cover with Ciudad Bolivar cancellation and blue control 
mark (2) . 
. I 25 



VENEZUELA'S SMALL GUAYANA ISSUE 
But on the Orinoco, the use of the blue 
control mark was not confined to preparing 
postage stamps for fiscal use. We find it 
used also as an additional cancellation on 
some of the few genuine covers known. Thus 
on a cover bearing the 5oc on gray blue of the 
small Guayana, the stamp is neatly tied on 
the right by a typical pink Ciudad Bolivar 
postal cancellation and on the left by the 
control mark in blue. 

In this article, we will deal with the small 
"Guayanas," issued and used in the spring 
and early summer of 1903. 

These stamps were typographed at Ciudad 
Bolivar and issued in the name of the " State 
of Guayana," by the revolutionaries. They 
were in use for a short period in April , May 
and June, 1903. No genuine dated cancel­
lations - have been seen for any other month. 

The stamps were perforated 12, and there 
were five values, namely 5, 10, 25, and 50 
centavos, and I Bolivar. All were printed in 
black on colored paper. 

The colors used for three of these values 
have philatelic significance, as we shall see. 
All values are known with and without the 
large blue control mark already mentioned. 
This consists of three circles, the inner cir­
cle enclosing a coat of arms surmounted by 
seven stars, while the words already quoted 
and the words "ESTADO GUAYANA" ap­
pear between the inner circle and the two 
outer circles, which are close together. In 
preparing panes or sheets for fiscal use, the 
control mark was placed generally so as to 
cover portions of four stamps. 

All values are of the same design, and 
show a three masted ship which is supposed 
to represent the revolutionary steamship 
" Benbigh." At the top appear the letters 
"Correos de Venezuela," at the left "Estado," 
a t the right "Guayana" and at the bottom 
numerals of value and the word "centimos" 
or "Bolivar." The frame is composed of a 
row of ornaments, six at top and bottom, and 
five on each side. These are joined, or partly 
joined by straight lines. With exceptions to 
be noted , there are three inter-ornament dots 
in both top and bottom frames. 

The stamps w~re printed in panes of twen­
ty-four, arranged 4 x 6 rows. The panes are 
made up of three types, which are repeated 
eight times in the pane. These types differ 
in several respects from each other, particu-
THE 
larly in the frames, but they show clearly, on 
close examination , that there were several 
settings. The types were arranged verti­
cally, and unused vertical strips of three, 
showing three types are not uncommon. 

We may refer to these as Types I , 2, and 
3; Type I at top, Type 2 in the middle, and 
Type 3 at bottom of the vertical strips of 
three. Thirty-six strips of three have been 
examined, as well as sixteen full panes of 
twenty-four. All values are included , and 
with some exceptions to be noted hereafter, 
the types are the same in all values in th,e 
particular setting. All of the strips of three 
and all the full panes examined are un­
used. (3 ) 

Type 3, as is well known , is readily dis­
tinguished by a break in the masts and jib 
rigging, although this is not as complete in 
some settings as in others. 

The examination referred to above con­
firmed statements in catalogs and articles 
that there were two separate impressions or 
so~called pl ates of each value, an additional 
setting or plate of the 5 centimos, where the 
main difference was in the length of the 
value (''s Centimos s") and a third setting 
or plate of the I Bolivar. The identification 
was not too difficult from the amount of ma­
terial examined. If we call these settings 
Plates I and II, and the additional settings of 
the 5 centimos and the I Bolivar Plate IA, 
we find all unused panes, strips, blocks, pairs 
and singles easy to place , except the rare I oc 
on orange paper. In addition to the other 
differences, Type I in Plates I and IA have 
a large dot over the "C" of "Correos." This 
does not appear in Plate II, but Type I of 
that plate has a clear break in the mizzen­
mast, just under the smoke from the fun­
nel. (4) 

Type 2 of Plates I and IA have no dot 
over the second " e" of "Venezuela." Type 
2 of Plate II has the dot in some values, 

( 3 ) There is a photograph of a vertical str ip of six, 
appa rently used, in Mr. Woodward's article in Th e 
Ame 1·ica 11 Philatelist, March, 1929, p. 363. Unfor~ 
tunatcly the size is reduced an d it is difficult to identi­
fy the types from the picture. This strip ha s not 
been examined by the writer of this article, but from 
the photograph the types appear to be, from top to 
bottom , Types 1 , 2, 3 1 1 1 2, 3, of Plate X, and hence 
genuine originals, and not reprints. 

(•) By the mizzenmast is meant the ma st nearest 
the stern of the ship. 
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V EN EZUELA ' S SMALL GUAYANA ISSU E 
but the frames, and especially the breaks in 
the fr ame, are quite different from Type 2 

of the other plat es. In the IOc crimson 
th e re is also a large blob in th e jib rigging 
in Plate II. 

T ype 3 of Plates I and IA have the break 
th rough th e mas ts and jib rigging, and so 
has Type 3 of Plate II , although sometimes 
w ith out affecting th e mizzenm ast or main­
mas t. There is only one dot between orna­
ments in th e bottom frame, except in Plate 
II of th e I Boliva r. In thi s type of Plate 
II , except in th e I Boliv ar , th e left upper 
o rn ament is defec tive, looking like a small 
tri angle, and below it is a hooked line to the 
lef t of the "C" of "Correos," easily seen. 

H aving gone th us fa r in th e examin a tion 
of unu sed st r ips and panes of all valu es, at­
te ntion was th en turned to twenty-one used 
copies on piece or on cover w ith genuine can­
cell ations, including four pairs.( 5) 

Not one st amp, clea rly of genuine and 
actu al use, was fo und to be identi fiable w ith 
th e types of any of th e sett ings of the un­
used st amps. This led to a critical study of 
the used st amps, as a r esult of w hich it is 
clea r th at all came from a different setting 
than Pl ates I , IA , o r II. W e m ay call this 
se tting th e o rigin al plate, or Plate X . 

Fortun ately a ve rtical pair of th e 2sc on 
cove r, and a hor izont al pai r of th e same 
va lue, also on cove r, have given the clue to 
th e types of this setting. The ve rtical pair 
is composed of T ypes 2 and 3, while th e hori­
zontal pair is composed of two T ype r 's. 
All known used copies w ith genu ine cancel­
l ations, on cover o r piece, and including 
specimens of all five values, are of one or 
th e .oth er of th ese types. Three unu sed 
copies of th e IOc on or ange paper in this 
w riter 's collection also belong to this setting. 

As no proof .has been fo und of genuine use 
of any st amp from Pl ates I , IA or II , w e 
may safely say th at th ey a re reprints, proba­
bly mad e to supply coll ectors, dealers and 
friend s with souvenirs, including strips, 
blocks, and full panes, sometim es imperfor ate 

c:') A small number of "used" copies have been seen 
w ith town ca ncell at ions on specimens from P lates I 
or IA . None are on piece or cover, and all but one 
ha ,•e fu ll i; um. The color of the cancell at ion is gener­
all y w ron g. T hese are fa kes or "cance11 ed to ord er" 
and ca :1not be cons id ered as sta mps of genuine or 
actua l use. N on e have been seen from Pl ate II. 
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or part imperforate, and to supply a demand 
for specimens of the issue. 

It is possible, however, that the printer of 
the reprints used the same type as was used 
to produce th e originals, especially i.n the 
case of Plates I and IA. The differences, 
while clear and unquestionable, are rela tively 
minor, and th e simil arities are such th at this 
possibility cannot be ruled out. It is pos­
sible, also, th at st amps from Plate II were 
made elsewhe re. Wh atever the facts as to 
tht>se points, th e reprints cannot be given the 
s~ me r ating as th e o riginals. 

COLORS 

In th e sc, IOc, and soc, the colors of th e 
paper a re different in the origin als from the 
colo rs used in the reprints. The sc is a very 
light g ray, whereas in Pla tes I and IA this 
value is printed in a slightly deeper shade and 
in Pla te II it is a g ranite. The original rnc 
~,· as pr inted on or ange pape r, whereas all th e 
reprints a re on crimson. ( 6 ) The soc origi­
nals a r e on dull gr ay blue paper , w hereas 
th e repr ints a re on gray blue or blue. A few 
cop ies of the soc we re also pr inted on cr im­
son. This is a manufactured error. The 
25 centimos is on pink paper w hich does not 
va ry much as between the origin als and the 
r ep rints. The 1 Bolivar is on a straw col­
ored paper gener ally w ithout much vari ance. 

CANCELLATIONS 

Three different cancellations we re used for 
the origin als, w hich may be described as 
town, bars, and control. The first two are 
in a di stinctive sh ade of pink, while the con­
trol ma rk is, of co urse , blue. The town can­
cell a t ion consists of a circle with the date in 
th e center, and th e w ord s "CORREOS­
C I U DAD BO LIV AR" surrounding th e date. 
Th e ba r cancellation is composed of six or 
seven parallel ba r s, th e top and bottom (or 
t> nd ) bars w ith curved outer edges, and the 
lowest ba r sometimes connected w ith its 
neighbor. 

Sever al copi es show the use of both town 
and bar cancell ations, and in some cases the 
control ma rk as w ell, as is show n by the 
photog raph of the soc gray. blue on cover. 
In at le as t one case , a st amp w ith the con­
trol mark w as used for post al purposes wh ere 

(G) A fe w cop ies of the 1oc c,-imso 11 "used" have 
been exa mined. See Note 5. 
O. I 27 



VENEZUELA'S SMALL GuAYANA IssuE 
the mark was not used as a cancellation, as 
a portion appears on the st amp without be­
ing extended to the cove r. This is so in the 
case of th e horizontal pair of the 25c, Pla te 
X, in the photograph. 

DATES OF USE OF ORIGINALS 

Genuine dated cancellations examined on 
s t amps from Pl a te X on cover or piece run 
from April 29, 1903 to June 20, 1903, as 
follows: 

5c-29 April 
1oc-29 April 
25c-29 April (3) , 20 May ( 2 ) , 20 June. 
5oc-29 April (4), 5 May. 

1b-29 April (4). 

It is possibl e th at April 29, 1903, is th e 
fir st day of use. It is the earliest date shown 
in two la rge collections con ta ining many full 
panes of all valu es unused and a total of 
twenty-one genuinely used stamps on cover 
or piece. But as in our hobby new pieces turn 
up from time to tim e, we cannot be dogmatic 
on the subject. If April 29 is not the first 
day of use, it mu st be close to it. 

THE CONTROL MARK 

Whether used to indicate intended fi scal 
use, o r as a cancell ation, th e control mark 
on th e originals is a rather dull blue, almost 
an ultramarine . The inner circle does not 
appear to be a wavy line as shown in catalogs. 
TH E 
The design below the shield is fairly elabor­
ate, with the insc riptions, including the word 
" Libertad" on spandrels. H owever , w ith a 
few exceptions, it is difficult to find a control 
mark on the panes or other pieces of Plates 
I , IA or II w hich shows more than five or 
six stars, or where the shield and th e design 
below the shield is clear enough to conform, 
or where the inner ci rcle is not wavy. The 
colo r is sometimes a deeper blue. The im­
pression is generally so poor th at it is im­
possible to see the w hole design. It looks as 
if it was different from th e gen uine design, 
although this may be due to poor impres­
sio ns. The evidence is preponderate, how­
ever, that an imitation control mark was used 
on many of th e reprints , particularly Plate 
II . 

\Ve may now describe th e three types of 
th e or ig in al stamps, having in mind th at 
occasionally poo r printing may not show the 
breaks in the frame or the absence of them 
in a particular specimen. Neve rtheless, any 
st amp which is not in subst anti al confo rm­
ance with the types of Plate X is probably 
not an o riginal. The descriptions give the 
principal means of identification. 

ORIGINALS 

PLATE X 

V alue 22 )/, mm. long except on the 1b 
when it is 19)/, mm. 

T ype i. 
Figure 2 . 25c hor izontal pair on cover. Plate X, Type l . 
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VENEZUELA'S SMALL GuAYANA IssuE 
Figure 3. 25c ve rtical pair (on cover) , Plate X, Types 2 and 3 . 
No dot over "C" of "Cor reos." 
No break in mas ts or jib rigging. 
Dot over 2nd "e" of "Venez uela" min­

ute, much smaller th an the two other dots 
between orn aments in top frame . 

P eriod a fter "Venezuel a" appears as a 
comma. 

Wide break between first t wo orn aments 
<>n lef t in bottom frame; end ornament 
(left) defective; small break in top of other 
o rn ament. 

Outer line of flag at stern broken or 
mi ssing. 

Break in lowe r lef t co rner. 
Fai rly wide break between 3rd and 4th 

ornaments on lef t (counting from th e top 
down ). 

Top left co rn er weak or broken . 

The fo llow ing st amps on cover or piece 
·confo rm to th e forego ing description: 

S centimos light gray on cover (combina­
tion ) 

10 centimos orange on cover (combin a tion ) 
25 centimos pink, horizontal pair on cover 

I I I I I ; 
Same, ve rtical pair on cove r l ~ l 

Same (with soc and 1 b) on la rg;;-piece. 

so centimos, gray blue, on small piece. 
1 boliva r, straw, on small piece. 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO.
1 bolivar straw on large piece (with 2sc and 
soc, the I h being partly covered). 

Type 2. 

Three norm al dots between ornaments in 
top frame. (i ncluding dot over 2nd "e" of 
" Venezuela") . 

No breaks in masts or jib rigging. 

No wide breaks in fr ame lines, except 
above o r below th e 3 dots (top and bot­
tom) and between 3rd and 4th ornaments 
of th e right frame (cou nting from top 
down). 

· Lowest ornament on right broken . 
Outer line of flag at ste rn broken or 

missing. 

No co rner breaks, except top left corner 
- generally weak or slightly broken. 

Two right o rn aments of bottom frame 
broken. 

The following st amps on cover or piece 
con form to th e foregoing: 

25c pink , on piece I 2 J 

12! Same, vertical pair on cover 
I 3 I 

soc gray blue on cover (combination ) 
1 b straw, on cove r (combin ation ) 
1b straw, on piece 
 I 29 



VENEZUELA ' S SMALL GU A YANA ISSU E 
A 1oc, orange, single, not on piece or cover , 
is of this type. 

T ype 3. 

Break th rough masts and jib rigging. 
Three dots betw een ornaments in bot­

tom frame (T ype 3 of the other plates 
have only one dot, except in Pla te II of 
th e I boliva r ). 

Inner and outer lines of fl ag at stern 
broken. 

Slight break bet ween two right orna­
ments in bottom frame and w ider break 
between 3rd and 4th orn aments on right 
(counting from top dow n ) . 

Break between 3rd and 4th o rn aments 
fro m top on lef t . 

T he fo ll owing used st amps confo rm to th e 
desc ription of Type 3: 

25c pink , ve rtical pair on cove r 

Same, !Ji 
I I I 

Same, single on cover (combination ) 
5oc gray blu e on cove r (See Photo). 

Same, on piece (with 25c and 1b, but 
breaks large r, probably due to poor im­
pression-stamp partly hidden ) . 

I b st raw , used single 

The items marked "combination" a re on 
a l a rge cove r w ith singles of all valuat ions of 
th e small and la rge G u ayanas w ith town and 
ba r cancell ations and addressed to L. I. 
Be rn stein , Esq. , P ort of Spain , T r inid ad. 

In addition to th e fo regoing two unused 
singles of the JO centimos on or ange paper , 
one with the cont rol mark, a re T ype 3 of 
thi s setting. W e may safely ass ign th ese 
orange stamps to Pl ate X . None h ave been 
fo und except those f rom this setting. 

While th e 3 types of Plate X are constant 
for all values, the measurements of the 
numerals in th e case of the I bolivar, might 
cal 1 for a different pl ate number designa­
tion for th at valu e, such as. Plate XA. But 
this seems to be an unnecessa ry r efin ement. 

W e may now consid er th e later settings 
or reprints. 

THE REPRINTS 

PLATE I 
30 T HE 
,. 

Figur e 4. Sc , str ip showin g the 3 types of 
Pl ate l . The top s tamp is Type 1. 

Va lue meas ures 22 Yz -23 mm. in length , ex­
cept in th e 1 boliva r, w here this measure­
ment is 19 Yz -20 mm. 

T ype r. 

Large do t over "C" of "Correos." 

P eriod af ter "Venezuela" looks like a 
comm a. 

T op orn ament of lef t frame broken. 

Breaks in top co rners. 

Small hook in vertical downst roke at top 
lef t co rn er. 

L ef t. end o rn ament of bottom fr ame 
broken. 

Wide break between th e two left orn a­
ments of bottom fr ame. 

Wide breaks between the two right orna­
ments of top fr ame and between the two 
upper orn aments of th e right fr ame. 
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T

Figure 5. lb, double str:p showing the 3 types of Plate I. 
Exceptions: (1) the JOc, crimson, has a 
small break in the lower left corner; ( 2) 
the soc, crimson, has no breaks between 
the right top corner ornaments and their 
neighbors. The right frame is partly out 
of line. Evidently these two were not per­
fectly set. Indeed the soc crimson is more 
like a separate setting. But with the ex­
ceptions noted, it is the same as Type 1, 

including the dot over the "C" of "Cor­
reos." 

Third exception: m the 1 b the right dot 
between ornaments m the bottom frame is 
minute or non-existent. Where visible, it 
is almost on the level of the straight frame 
lines. There is no break in the upper right 
corner itself. Otherwise the r b conforms 
to the description of Type 1 , and probably 
calls for the same remarks as the two other 
exceptions. 
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With the exceptions noted, the description 
of d :e type conforms to Type r in a strip and 
a reconstructed strip of the 5c, 3c strips and 
a full pane of the JOc crimson, 2 strips, a 
block of twenty and a full pane of the 25c, 
2 strips, a block of 24, and a full sheet of 
the soc blue, and a strip, a double strip, and 
a full pane of the r b. The description of the 
soc on crimson paper is from two strips.(7) 

The types of the r b are arranged as fol­
lows: 

2 2 

3 3 

(')The word "~trip" as used iu this article means 
a \'crtical strip of three showing 3 types. In the 
bl ock of twenty-four of the 5oc, blue, the horizontal 
rows are Types 3, 1, 2, 3 1 and 1 and 2, in that order 
from the top down, in stead of 1 1 2 1 3, 1, 2, 3 1 as in 
the ordinary full pane. 
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Figure 6 . l Oc, crimson , strip from Plate 1. 
The middle stamp is Type 2. 

It will be noted that the second "A" in 

"Guayana" is broken in all three types. It 

is weak or broken in almost all copies of 

the I b examined from this plate, and is , 

therefore, nearly a constant flaw. 

"Type 2. 

No dot over 2nd "e" of "Venezuela." 

(i.e., only two dots between ornaments 
of top frame . ) 

No breaks in top corners. 

No wide break in frames. 

Normal breaks above and below the in­

ter-ornament dots (or space therefor) at 

top and bottom. 

No break between two left ornaments in 

bottom frame . 
32 THE 
Figure 7. SOc, crimson, strip from Plate 1. 
Showing variations of the 3 types . 

Second ornament from right m bottom 

frame usually broken . 

Exception: in the 5oc crimson, there are 

one or two slight differences in the frame. 

The desc ription of Type 2 conforms to 

all the stamps of this position in the multi­

ple pieces mentioned in discussing Type I. 

The outstanding characteristic of the type is 

the absence of the dot over the 2nd "e" of 

"Venezuela. " This occurs in no other type 

of any of the settings. It occurs also in Type 

2, Plate II of th e ICC, 25c, and ib. It oc­

curs in Type 2 of Plate IA, where the dif­

feren ce in the measurement of the value 

allows us to identify the plate. The small-
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ness of this do t in T ype r of Plate X can 
cause no confusion, because while ve ry small , 
it is always clearly present , and , of course, 
the breaks in the fr ame a re quite d ifferent. 

Type 3. 

Break in mas ts and jib rigging. 
O nly one do t between o rn aments m bot-

tom frame ( the middle dot ). 
Break in upper lef t co rner. 
Top orn ament on lef t defec tive. 
L arge break between two lower orn a­

ments on r ight. 
Right h and bottom co rner o rn aments 

often ov~ rinked or touching o r close to­
gether. 

Except ions: 

( 1) In th e soc, crimson, the lowe r r ight 
orn aments a re well apa rt, and th ere is no 
break oetween th e two lowest orn aments 
in th e r ight frame. 

( 2) In th e I oc th ere is usually, and in 
the 2sc so metimes, a small break in th e 
lowe r right co rner. 

All st amps of Type 3 in the strips and 
panes mentioned in connection w ith T ype I 

of this pl ate confo rm to th e type, w ith the 
exceptions noted. T he IOc and soc, both on 
th e c rimson pape r , evidently received slightly 
diffe rent trea tment. H oweve r, th e difference 
was slight and th e main means of identi fica­
tion of this type appea r in all values. T ype 
3 of Plate I A can be distinguished by the 
measurement of th e value and the fr ame of 
Type 3 of Plate II is quite different , as we 
shall see. 

In Pl ate X, T ype 3 has the three dot s be­
tween th e bottom orn aments instead of only 
one do t, and the re are diffe rences in the 
fra me. 

Pl a te lA ( 8 ) 

T his settin g exists only in th e case of the 
S centimos and the r bolivar. T he th ree 
types a re practically th e same as in Plate I, 
except th at th e value measures 20Yz mm ., 
in length ins tead of 22Yz -23 mm. in th e 5 
cent imos, and 16Yz mm., instead of 19Yz -
20 mm. in the , r boliva r. In T ype 2 of th e 
latte r value, th e right hand do t between 
orn aments in th e bottom fr ame is displ aced 
to a higher level; and in Type 3 th e lower 
part of th e r ight fr ame is se t out beyond 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST , VOL. XXX, N
Figure 8. Sc, granite , strip showing the 3 
type;, Plate 11 . The top stamp is Type 1. 

th e line of th e uppe r part. Otherw ise there 
is ve ry l ittle difference of consequence be­
tween th e types in Plates I and IA, except 
fo r th e measurements of the figures and 
wo rd s of valu e. In th e r b, however , the 
break in th e second "A" of "Guayana" does 
not occu r, as in Pl ate I. 

T he types shown by two strips of each 
value and a full pane of th e r bolivar , Plate 
IA , show complete confo rmity with th e fore­
go ing description. In the S centimos the "o" 
of "centimos" 1s broken, and this may be a 
const ant fl aw. 

W e may now proceed to conside r th e re­
maining se tting of th e repr ints . 

( 8 ) Sometimes ca l led Pl ate 11 in the case of the 5 
centin!os and Pl ate III for the 1 bol iva r. Pl ate I A 
1s a better de sig n:ition in both cases. 
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VENEZU EL A 'S SMALL GUAYA NA ISSU E 
Plate 11 (9) 

V alue measures 22}1;!-23 mm in length , ex­
cept the sc (20-20}1;! mm.) and the Ib (I8}1;! 
mm.) 

THE CENTIMOS VALUES 

T ype 1. 

No dot over "C" of "Correos." 
Break in mizzenm ast just below th e 

smoke from the funn el. 
Wide breaks between the top four orna­

ments in the left fram e. 
Wide break between two right o rn a­

ments of top fr ame. 
Wide break betwedn two left orna­

ments of top frame , rarely connected. 
Fairly wide break between third and 

fourth orn ament of right fr ame, reading 
down. 
Three strips, a block and t wo full panes 

o f the sc and si milar multiple pieces of the 
IOC, crimson, conform. So do four strips and 
two full panes of the 2sc, and two double 
strips and two full panes of the soc gray blue. 
Also a block of the . soc crim son, showing 
types 3 and 1. The break in the mizzenmast 
is one of the outstanding characteristics of 
this type. 

Type 2. 
No break 
D ot over 

three dots 
frame). 

m mas ts. 
2nd "e" of " Venezuela." ( I.e. , 
between orn aments of top 

Break between two left o rn aments in 
top fr ame. 

\Vid e break between two right orna­
ments in top frame. 

Breaks in left fram e na rrower than in 
T ype 1. 

Break between second and third orna­
ments of right fram e, co unting dow n. 

(")So metimes ca ll ed Pl ate 1 ll in connection with 
the .1 ~oli va r . For rea ~ons given alrea1y, the desig­
nation "Pl ate II " seems better. In any event, there 
"ere only two main settings for the reprints of the 
et her va lu es. ex -:ept the 5 centimos. 

('") D escribed bv K. N. Woodward in Th e American 
l'hilatelist fo r M .a rch, 1929 , p. 32 r. 
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34 THE C
Slight hook at end of line on left of sec­
ond ornament of top fr ame (counting from 
the left). 

Exceptions: 

( 1) In the IOc, crimson , there is a heavy 
blob half way up th e jib-rigging.(10) 

(2) No dot over 2nd "e" of "Venezuela" 
in the IOc, crimson , or the 2sc. 

The same strips and full panes refe rred to 
in connection with Type 1 conform to the 
type description and the exceptions noted . The 
condition of th e masts and the location of the 
breaks in the frame give us the necessary 
means of identifying this stamp. The large 
blob or Raw in the rigging of th e JOC, crimson , 
is not evidence of a new "Type Five," or of 
a new Plate IV, as st ated by Mr. Woodward, 
who, in th e absence of sufficient materi al, 
natur ally thought it might be an indication of 
this. It is si mply a peculiarity of Type 2 of 
this value in this setting. The two full 
panes of th e IOc examined show the normal 
ar rangement of the three types in the pane, 
thus: 

Each of th e four strips examined are 
Types 1, 2 and 3, from the top down. The 
st amp with the blob is clearly Type 2 
of thi s se tting of this value. This large Raw 
<l ees not occur in any other value or setting. 
It is true th at th e absence of th e dot over 
th e 2nd "e" of " Venezuela" differenti a tes this 
type from Type 2 of this setting of the 5c, 
and 5oc, but as th e values were of co urse 
different, we should expect some va riations. 
In a ll other respects, it conforms to th e other 
vali.:es, as stated. 

Type 3. 

Break m masts and jib rigging. (See 
below) 

Only one dot between ornaments m 
bottom frame. 

Break in top lef t co rner. 

Top lef t orn ament defective, and appears 
as a tri angle. 

H ooked line below the top left o rnament. 
Right o rn ament at top broken. 
Break in lowe r right co rn er. 

No break between two lower ornaments 
of right frame. 

Break between two lower ornaments of 
left frame . 
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VENEZUELA'S SMALL Gu AYANA IssuE 
. . .. 

Figu re 9. 
four times. 

. . . .. 

. . . 

l Oc, crimson , upper portion of full pane, Plate 11 showing the 3 types repeated 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO. I 
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VENEZUELA'S SMALL GuAYANA I ssuE 
-. . • 

. . . 

. . . . 

.. . . 
• 

; . . . . . '." ............ , . 

. ..... 
Figu re l O. 25c, 3rd horizontal row of fu ll pane , Plate 11 , Type 3 showing m inor differences 
in breaks in masts on same pane . 
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VENEZUELA's SMALL GuAYA N A IssuE 
The same strips, blocks, and full panes 
already mentioned under T ype I show Type 
3 conforming to type as described . The break 
in the mas ts is usually not as extensive as in 
the other settings. The mizzenm ast is sca rce­
ly affec ted a t all , and th e mainm ast only 
partly o r barely affec ted in many copies. H ow­
ever, bad printing o r ove rinking accou nts for 
some of the differences, as they occu r on the 
same sheet in some cases. The triangular 
top left ornament and th e hooked line below 
it are distinctive of thi s type of Plate II. 

THE 1 BOLIVAR (Plate II) 

Type 1. This type is similar to Type r in 
the Cen tirn os values, except th at the right dot 
between ornaments in the bottom frame IS 

shaped more like a scrawl than a dot. 

Type 2. Practically the same as Type I , 

includi ng the distinctive break in the mizzen­
mast below the smoke, except that there is 
no do t over the 2nd "e" of "Venezuela." 
The right do t at bottom IS a dot and not a 
scrawl as in Type 1. 

Type 3. The frames are like Type I. 

T here are three dots between o rn aments in 
th e bottom frame, instead of one, as in Type 
3 of Plates I and IA. The break in th e masts 
and jib rigging barely affects the mainm as t at 
all , and th ere is no break in the mizzen­
mast. ( lOa) The top lef t orn ament is normal. 
No hoo ked line below it. Many specimens 
a re badly printed. 

This description, based on two strips, one 
double st r ip and two full panes of th e 1 

bolivar, indicates that the type was differently 
set up fo r thi s value. But th e re is no evi­
dence of more than three types for each 
value, a rranged in the same order as before, 
th at is a vertical strip of three types repeated , 
so that a ll st amps in a horizontal row are 
the same type. ( 11) 

( 10n) No. 2-J. in the pane appears to be an exceptio:1. 
This is probably a case of bad printing. 

(
11

) In exam in ing the sma ll Guayana stamp s, breaks 
are sometimes fou:1d th at do not fu ll y conform to the 
descriptions gi,·en in this art icl e. These are du e to 
bad printing or poor impressions. The principa l dis-
tinctive i<l entifications o:cur in the great m ajo rit y of 
cases , and no sta mp h as yet been found that ca nnot be 
id ent ifie d as one of the types desc ribed in this a rticle . 
Very sma ll breaks are usua ll y not ment ioned exce pt 
where 11ecessary for identification of types. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXX , N
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Figure l l . lb, strip showing the 3 types, 
Plate 11 . 

REPRINT 'S COLORS 

The 5c, Pl ate II , was printed on granite 
paper, quite eas ily distinguished from th e 
gray of the other se ttings. The paper used 
for the roc is a slightly da rker and duller 
crimson th an th at of Plate I. The color of 
the soc paper is a gray blue , inste ad of the 
blue of Pla te I. In the error (5oc on crim­
son ), th e pape r of the block of four already 
referred to and the only single from this set­
ting th at has been examined (Type 2) is a 
distinctly da rker crimson than th e several 
cop ies examined from Plate I. These include 
two strips, a pair with full top sheet margins 
and fiv e singles. The I b of Plate II was 
sometimes printed on a light buff paper, as I 
have a top right corner block with control 
mark (imperf. vertically) on this paper. The 
types a re I and 2. 
O. I 37 



V E N EZ U E LA ' S S M ALL GUAYA N A ISSUE 
R eprints from Plate II appe ar to be more 
common than those from Plates I or IA, an<l 
it is thought that they were m ade later. 
Whoever made them did not hesitate to apply 
a control mark, as it appears on many, in­
cluding full panes. N ot even " m ade to order" 
cancellations have been seen on any st amps 
f rom P late II. 

So much for th e types of the r eprints. 
In conclusion, th e only unused genuine 

origin als of the small Guayanas th a t h ave 
been seen a re three of the IOc orange, Pl ate 
X. All oth er unused singles, strips, blocks 
and full panes examined a re und oubtedly re­
prints. Those from Plates I and IA m ay 
h ave been produced by or fo r or unde r th e 
COLLE CTOR§ CLUB PHILATELl§T 

AW ARDS FOR 1950 

The Award Comm it tee, appointed by T he 
President of the Collectors C lub, h as made 
its selection for th e two best a rticles pub­
lished in th e COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST 
fo r th e year 1950. Abid ing by th e rules and 
r egul ations previously es t abli shed (see Vol. 
XXIX, page 72 ) , th <: foll owing choices 
were made. 

l . The Collectors Club Medal to 

C. W. WICKERSHAM for h is ar t ic le on 

Ve nezuela-The First Escuelas Stamps. 

2 . The Collectors Club Certificate of Merit 

to CALVERT STIER for h is article on Mexico 

- Studies in the 1874- 1883 Issues. 
TH E C
authority of th e revolution ary government to 
~ ell to de alers and collector s. The only 
proof of thi s is ex tremely sl ight. Those from 
Plate II were probably produced la ter, w ith­
out any governmental autho rity. The only 
used reprints th a t have been seen a re believed 
to be clearly fa kes. W e must conclud e th at 
th e number of st amps printed f rom Plate X 
in its origin al st ate was very small. T he 
la tr r settings a re of only nomin al value. But 
genui ne st amps from Plate X a re true ra ri­
ti es, espe: iall y on cove r. U nused speci mens 
from Plate X mu st be considered to be 
among the g reat r a rities of philately. 

The la rge G uayana stamps w ill be de­
sc ri bed in a la te r a rticle . 
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CANADA-2c 1868 

The Solu ti on of a Philatelic Problem 

By WINTHROP S. BOGGS 

Fi g. 1. Str ip of three showi ng port :on of top impr int. The Middle stamp of the strip show s 
the re -entry. 
The first issue of the Dominion of Canada 
engraved and printed by th e British American 
Bank Note Co., at Ottawa, generally known 
as th e "Large Queen" issue, has always 
been dese rvedly popular with collectors. 
Such popular ity has, undoubtedly, been du e 
to th e hand some design, exquisitely engraved 
by th ose mas ter craftsmen, Alfred J ones and 
H enry Earl e, Sr., and printed in bold colo rs. 
The resulting wo rk has seldom, if eve r, been 
equalled and cert ainly never su rp assed. 

So skillful were th e wo rkers at the Brit­
ish American B ank Note Co., th at th e plates 
for this se ries were as ne a rly perfect as any 
similar number of stamp plates. As a con­
sequence th ey offer little if anything to th e 
student of plate varieties with one exception. 
This one excep tion is the re-entry on the 2c 
plate. It is a very prominent variety which 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO
shows, to th e practiced eye, th rough out th e 
design . It is, however, especially noticeable 
in th e doubling of th fo li ate orn ament a t 
the upper right and in the words CANADA 
POSTAGE. The lo\\·er left numeral "2" 
is also so distinctly d ifferent in appea rance 
that th e variety can be read ily recognized 
without th e aid of a glass. (F ig. I ) 

The exact loca ti on on th e plate of this 
va riety has been a problem intriguing stud ents 
for a number of years. In 1943 when we 
b{'gan studying th ese stamps, we fou nd a 
fine, used example in th e Alfred F. Lichten ­
stein Coll ection. Some time late r w hen 
examining an unused block of ten ( 5x2) in 
th e K ay Collection,* ( L ot No. 705 ) we 

*Sold by Harmer, Rooke & Co., Tn c., New York, 
J anu ary 13, •9·H · 
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CA N ADA - 2 C 1 86 8 
Fig. 2 . Enlargement of the s tamp with the re - entry showing the characterist ics of th is 
variety. 
noted th at it w as th e fo urth st amp in the 
block. The block was in th e same color 
shade as th e Lich tenstein copy. The loca­
tion of the re-entry in th e block in th e K ay 
collection elimina ted th e fi rst three or last 
ve rtical rows or the bottom horizontal row 
o f th e shee t as possible positions. Since 46 
positions we re not possibl e, we had only 56 
40 T HE 
remai ning out of the plate of one hun d red 
subj ects. 

The magnificent unu sed block of twenty 
show ing th e "E. & G . B othwell Clutlza 
111 ills" wate rm a rk, now in th e Collection of 
M r. R . W. T . L ees-J ones, F. R. P . S. L . of 
E ngland, does not show the re-entry. Th is 
ce rta inly eliminates the 5th and 6th horizon-
COLLECTORS CLU B P H I LATE LIST, VOL. XXX, N O. I 



CANADA-2C 1868 
t a! rows for another 12 positions, leaving only 
42 positions for wh ich to account. 

The method of plate production by the 
British American Bank Note Co., and th e 
process of printing, made it reasonable to 
assume th at th e variety probably was located 
in th e upper part of the pl ate. This sup­
position was confirmed by Mr. Lees-Jones 
who informed us that he was ce rtain that it 
occurred so mewhere in th e top row positions 
No. 4 to 9 and , probably, either No. 7, 8 or 
9. Theoretically, all th at was now neces­
sa ry was to locate st amps definitely from th e 
top row and fro m th ese six positions. 

In the P a rt II of th e R eford Collection,** 
lot 727 was a mint strip of three, th e middle 
stamp of which showed this re-entry, (F ig. 
2). The top perfo rat ions we re so fa r above 
the st amps that a small portion of th e im­
print is vis ible above two of them. Suffi­
cient evid ence is now ava il able to defi nitely 
place th e re-entry as No. 7 on the sheet. 

W e also examined in th e same portion of 
the Reford Sale L ots No . 705, and No. 706, 
respectively, which we re pl ate proofs in blocks 
of four. They showed porti ons of the imprint. 
These blocks fitted togeth er and proved to be 
positions No. 7-8-9- 10 ; I 7-18-19-20 on th e 
sheet. No. 7 did not show the re-entry. It 
is evid ent , th erefo re, th at th e pl ate o rig inally 
did not have thi s variety. This co nfirms it 

**Sold by H arme r, R ooke & Co., Inc., New York, 
Ootober 3-6, 1950. 
(From P age 42.) 

LAWRENCE L. SHENFIELD, of the w cll­
known advertising agency of Doherty, Clif­
fo rd & Shenfi eld , Inc. of New York, N. Y ., 
needs no introduction to the collectors of 
Confeder ate States stamps. In fact , both he 
and hi s collections a re fam ili ar to many out­
side of this special ized fi eld. " L arry" likes 
to share his philatelic knowledge with oth ers, 
having written close to twenty-five a rticles 
upon Co nfederate issues and some of th e 
ea rly Express Companies' m ail fo r va rious 
phil atelic publica tions. His collect ions we re 
awa rded a Silver-Gilt med al in 1936 and a 
First Prize in 1947 at both of th e Interna-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO
tion al Philatelic Exhibitions held here in 
New York City. 

Mr. Shenfield is presently th e Ge neral 
Vice P resident of the Co nfede rate Stamp 
Alliance and Ch airman of its Authentication 
Committee. H e a lso serves as a Consultant 
upon Confederate States stamps to th e Ex­
pert Committee of th e Philatel ic Foundation. 

The present study of this scarce and fasci­
nat ing Confederate item was the result of 
much work and study, as we ll as th e careful 
inspection of collections other th an his own. 
Several years we re required for the com­
pilation of all the information , the location 
and examination of both th e stamps and 
covers described. 
as a re-entry and not a double tr ansfer. 
Because it is a re-entry made at some 

ti me during th e use of the plate, th e next 
problem awaiting solution is; When was this 
re-entry done? 

There were five orders for this st amp as 
fo llows:-t 

D ate 
D ec. 23 , 1867 ---------------------------­
May 22, 1868 ---------------------------­
Dec. 1 7, r 869 ---------------------------­
Mar. q , 1870 -------------------------­
Aug. +. 1870 --·-------------------------

Quantity 
2,000,000 
2,000,000 

300,000 
l,000,000 
2,000,000 

Total ----------------------------------------- 7 ,300,000 

This is a total of 73,000 impressions. If 
the va ri ety had been a double transfer occur­
ring on all the impressions, it obviously 
should be found conside rably more often 
than it is. In ad dition th e few copies we 
have seen have all been of the same or simi­
lar shade, see ming to indicate th at they were 
from one order. Search, therefore, should be 
mad e for dated copies of this re-entry or 
dated copies of this position without the re­
entry, in o rd er to more closely determine this 
fact . The dating of this re-entry may be 
impossible to asce rta in for lack of evidence. 
Or, it co uld happen that the solution will 
come to hand quickly. W e live in hopes. 

(t} Postage Stamps and Postal History of Canada 
by Winthrop S. Boggs, Vol. 2, p 5-J. 
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CONFEDERATE STATES 
THE lOc UNIONTOWN, ALA. 

Census of a Rare Postmaster Provisional 

Ey LAWRENCE L. SHENFIELD * 

This is the sto ry of a very rare st amp. 
It is possible to tell only because the Inte rna­
tion al Philatelic Exhibition of 1947 with its 
Court of Honor rounded up all known copies 
permitting the writer to study the usage of 
th e known cove rs, and to record th em in 
photog ra phs. This kind of story has been 
told of other rare st amps-the Post Office 
Mauritius, th e 2c H awaiian Missionaries 
and seve ral others. But neve r before to th e 
writer's knowledge, has a Co nfede rate States 
Provi sional been th e subj ect . Many years 
ago, the late C h arles S. Phillips wrote a 
se ries of excellent monogr a;i hs for Stamps , 
on th e Confederate Postmaster's Provision­
als. But his census of known copies of the 
r3 rities was not complete in eve ry case, and 
no attempt was ma~ e to study the rates and 
usage of th ese rare stamps. 

* See Page 4 r . 

r 

In the Phillips' article (Stam ps-August 
21 , 1937) on th e Uniontown st amps, it was 
recorded that th er e were three cop ies of the 
1oc know n, all on g ray-blue paper. August 
Dietz, Sr. in a splendid article "The Union­
town , Pl a ted" (S tamp & Cover Collecti11 g, 
March 1934) st ated th at he had record of 
four copies of th e ICC value, all on gray­
blue paper, Before commenting upon th e 
Dietz ar t icle, an obse rvation must be made 
upo n the color of the pape r upon which the 
1oc value was printed. 

Fo r several years the Scott Speciali zed 
Catalog has ca r r ied the listing of all three 
values of th e U niontowns, the 2c, 5c and 
1 cc as existing en "g ray-blue" and on "white" 
papers. Certa inly th e 5c value is known on 
both g r ay-blue and white paper, and the 2c is 
kn own on white in an unused block. But 
diligent sea rch has failed to subst anti ate th e 
fac t th a t th e IOc value ex ists on w hite paper 

~!& ?: flh~~'tof_ d /tniv:Li;.v-~. 
,&M~ /1 /p!v"~- ~ ~ ~4-. 

!Pu~d . 

· 1,4;.,tm1AJI.. .. 
--- . ~ 

{Photos by Bo11trclle) 

Fig. l Dark red and No . 3 in the plate . The date Sept. 27 ( 186 1 ) ; the rate is t he single 
letter rate of l Oc for d istances over 5CO miles in effect in the C. S. A . unt il July l, 1862. 
T his copy is s lightly damaged. Originally in the Ferrary Collection . 
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TH E J OC UN IO N T O W N, ALA. 
Fig. 2 Used Sep. 22 ( l 86 1 ) ; in da rk red co lor and No. l in the plate. This example is 
the ea rli est known use. The ra te is the si ng le le tter ra te of l Oc fo r distances over 500 miles, 
and from sa me find as cover shown in Fi g. 3. The condition is superb . 
although the Scott cat alog lists it unused 
($2,000.00) and used on cove r ($3,500.00) . 
Tl~ e st amp on gray-blue is li sted at $ 1,coo.co 
off cove r, $2,ooo.oo on cove r. It is unknown 
unused and strange to say no copy is known 
off cover although it is so l isted and priced . 
T he Dietz H andbook & Catalog does not 
li st the 2c nor the 1 oc on white pape r. All 
the copies which illustr ate this a rticle a re on 
gray-bl i.:e pape r. F urthe rmore, not one of 
th e most studious collectors of Confe derate 
P rov isionals can recall eve r see ing a copy of 
th e 1oc U niontown on whi te pape r. Wheth er 
the listing is based upo n a copy on w hite 
paper reposing in some fore ign collection or 
upon a copy on g ray-blue faded to a nea r­
white is not known. H owever, none of th e 
copies s!-:ow n he re a re pr inted upon a paper 
th at is faded o r pale. In every case th e 
paper is a brilli ant gray-blue. If any r eader 
knows of a copy on white paper, it should 
be repo rted. 

To re t u rn to the splendid a rticle on th e 
plati ng of the U niontowns by A ugust Dietz, 
Sr., th e re can be no qu estion of the validity 
of this resea rch . T he fo rty-one copies of 
the 5c, 2c and roe subjec ts which fo rmed the 
bas is fo r this pl at in g, incl uding the pa ir of 
th e 5c w ith shee t margin left , bottom and 
r ight, es t ablished the pl a te o r for m of th e 
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U niontowns as two rows of t wo stamps each, 
fo r all values with only the numerals of 
value changed. And confi rming thi s pla ting, 
a complete unu sed shee t of fo ur of th e 2c 
valu e was di scovered a few years later. 

Although this a rticle is not conce rned di ­
rectly w ith plate positions of th e roe U nion­
towns, but rath er wi th th e usage , r ates and 
dates of use of th e st amp, it should be re­
co rded here th at probably not all copies of 
th e 5c valu e at leas t w ere printed from a 
complete for m of fo ur subj ects. Fo r th ere 
w as in the collection of the late Stephen 
Brow n, a 5c g reen on w hite on cover ( L ot 

1 o. 2443) wi th enormous sheet ma rgins 
right, bottom and left and w ith a ve ry la rge 
margin at top. Th is r em ark able copy ap­
pears to have been pr inted fro m a single sub­
je: t , se tting No. 4 in th e plating, o r, pos­
sibly but not probably, from a vertical for m 
of two settings. It is ev id ent th a t fo r a 
sho rt t ime th e fo rm of fo ur subjects was 
separated fo r an unknown reason and th a t 
impressions we re made from single o r from 
do uble vertical se ttings. P ossibly tl!e sub­
stitution of th e " 2" o r " ro" numer als of 
value instead of th e " 5" necessitated th e 
sepa ra tion of th e fo ur se ttings in th e fo rm, 
and at the same tim e demand fo r th e 5c value 
made emergency printing of this value nee-
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THE IO C UN IO N T O WN , A L A . 
Fig. 3 Used Oct . .. .. ( 1861 ) . Co lor dark red and stamp is No. 2 in the plating. The 
s ing le letter rate for di stances over 500 miles . The illegible cancel on this examp'e is typical 
of the 186 1 usages of the stamp (See Figs. 1, 2 and 4 ). Th is cancel is apparently of <1 
d ifferent fo rm of le tter ing than the cl early struck cance ls of 1 8 62 . A fin e copy . 
essa ry fro m a fo rm of less th an fo u r sub­
jects. No oth er copy of the 5c from this 
appa rent single setting is known. 

With the plating of all values of the U nion­
towns confirmed, w e may proceed to the 
study of all th e known exampl es of th e IOc 
value-seven singles and all on cover (one 
on pa rt ) . No pairs or multiples la rge r a re 
known. Th e color of the ink of th ese st amps 
divid es clearly into two distinct shades : a 
da rk intense red and a light red. There a re 
no intermedi ate shades. In the copi es w hich 
a re dark red the impressions a re ve ry heavily 
inked and show great intensity of colo r in 
th e large r solid portions of the typographical 
o rn aments. The light r ed copies a re of a 
"softer" more even impression and th e thin­
nest lines of th e design have printed well and 
evenly. The paper is a ne arly uniform gray­
blue la id r ath er bright in colo r. One speci­
men shows th e lightly embossed impression 
in th e paper of a tiny colonn aded portico of 
th e type seen at th e top of letter sheets of 
th e period. In fac t, the pape r itself is appar­
ently from stock used for letter sheets. 

One odd point-the ma rgins of ne arly all 
the l Oc U niontowns known a re good to 
la rge ; two show sheet ma rgins. Th is con-
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tras ts sharply w ith th e known 5c U nion­
towns- which usu ally come clipped very 
close-especially th ose of th e Cobb co rre­
spondence. 

The postage r ates of the C. S. A . from 
June 1 , 1861 to June 30, 1862 we re : 

( 1) Five cents , single letter rate, 0 oz. 
fo r di st ance up to 500 miles; 

'2) T en cents, single letter r ate, 0 oz. 
fo r dist ance over 500 miles 

Therefo re th e 10c U niontown if used be­
fo re J uly 1, 1862 could prepay eithe r : 

( 1) D oubl e we ight letters, not exceed ing 
I oz. for di stances up to 500 miles. 

( 2) Single we ight letters, 0 oz. fo r dis­
t ances over 500 miles, and if used 
af te r July 1, 1862 could prepay only: 

( 3) Sin gle we ight lette rs, 0 oz . fo r any 
distance w ithin the Confederacy be­
cause on July 1, 1862 th e un ifo rm rate 
of IOc supe rseded th e previous 5c and 
1oc r ates. 

It is a remarkable fac t th at although only 
seven cop ies of th e st amp a re known, eve ry 
possible r ate fo r which th e 1oc U niontowns 
co uld be used is represented in this census. 
H ere is a t abulation of th e known copies : 
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Copy 

#1 

#2 

#3 

#4 

#5 

#6 

#7 

.. .e?~·~~ ·--~ 
- ./" . /2 . ·. ~ I . . 
LI~ ·~ 

Fig. 5 Clearly cancelled APR . 21 , must be 1862 to judge by da ted letters enclosed in the 
covers shown as Figs. 7 and 8 which are from the same correspondence. Color dark red , No. 2 
in the plat ing. The longest rou te to-day from Un iontown to Pendl e ton Vi llage is 408 miles, 
so it is assu med this is a double-rate usage . Cove r shown in Fi g. 8 proves that Sc stamps 
were available as late as Ju ne 1862. A bea utifu l copy. 

Date of Plate Dist. from 
Use Position Co:cr Address Uniontown Rate & Usage 

Sep. 22 (61 ) #1 Dark Red Miss Maria L. K;dd Over 50 0 mi . Single Lett . 
Port Royal over 500 mi. 
Carol ine County, Va. 

Sep. 27 (6 1 ) #3 Dark Red Mr. Richmond L. Christian Over 500 mi . Single Lett . 
c.o Chr ist ian & Lathrop over 500 m i. 
Richmond, Va . 

Sep. 27 (61 ) #4 Lt. Red (Part cover, stamp not tied ) Over 500 mi. Single Lett. 
(S. Pr ice .. . . over 500 mi . 
. . . . P. Office 

. orland Co. Va . 

Oct . (?) (61 ) # 2 Da rk Red Mi ss Maria Louisa Kidd Over 500 m i. Single Lett . 
Port Royal, Caroline Co., Va. ove r 500 mi . 

*Apr. 21 (62 ) #2 Dark Red Col. A. P. Ca lhoun Distance to-day t Double Lett. 
Pendleton Village, S. c. 382 to Rate 

408 miles 

''' Jun. 9 (62 ) # 1 Lt. Red Mr . John D. Pitts Over 500 mi . Single Letter 
(Top sheet 4th Reg. Ala . Vol. over 500 mi . 

mar.) near Richmond, Va . 

Jul . ( ? ) (62) #4 Lt . Red Col. A. P. Calh oun 382 to Single after 
(Lette r dated (Bott . sheet Pe ndleton Village, S. C. 408 miles July 1/ 62 
Jul y 5 / 62) mar. ) 

*Could not te 186 1 ; ve ry probably not 1863 or later . 
t A pair of 5c Un iontow ns, cance ll ed J UN 13 ( 1862 ) on cover an d adtlressed to Col. J . P. Calhoun 

tend s to confirm the Doub le Letter R ate. Letter enclosed dated Jun 11 , 1862. Improbable th at erro r in 
rati ng the dista nce as over 500 miles wou ld occur tw ice. 
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Fig. 6 The second example from the Ferrary collection . Clearly dated 9 JUN ( 1862 ), No. 1 
in the p '. ate; the co lor is light red. The rate for d istances over 500 mi les is t he correct 
si ngle , letter rate of l Oc . Bea utiful c lear impression w ith top sheet margin. 
Study of the above table shows th at of the 
seven coYers: 

( 1) F ou r \\ e re used in 1861; three in 

1862, and of tl:ese one af ter July I , 

1862. 
(2) Five prepaid the si ngle letter rate for 

distance; over 5:::io miles. 
(3) One paid th e double letter r ate of roe. 
( +) One paid th e single letter rate of JOc 

after July r , 1862 for any distance. 
(5) Two st amps a re position ' o. I; two 

a re position No. 2; one position No. 
3; two position No. 4. 

(6) Of st amps used in 1861 , three ( posi­
tions No. 1 , 2 and 3) were dark red ; 
one (pos ition No. 4) was light r ed. 
This wou ld indicate that at least two 
sheet s of 4, one dark r ed, the other 
light, we re being used during Sep­
tember-Octobe r of 186 1. 

( 7) Of st amps used in l 862, one ( posi­
tion No. 2) was da rk red ; two ( posi­
tion s No. l and 4) we re light red. 
This would indicate that at least two 
shee ts of 4, one dark red , one light 
were being used in 1862 after April 
2 I. 
THE C
Fig. 4 example dated Sep. 27 ( 1861 ) and 
though not ti ed seems to belong on this part 
cover. Co lor is light red with very clear im­
pression; plates as No. 4. The rate is correct 
s ingl e letter for distances from Alabama to 
Virgi n ia. A love ly copy. 
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Fig. 7 Color light red, No. 4 in the plate. The cancel reads JUL .. .. ( 1862 ) and the rate 
is the single letter charge of 1 Oc for a ll distances in the Confederacy after JUL 1, 1862. The 
writer of thi s letter (da ted Ju '. y 5, 1862) and of the letter in cover shown as Fig . 8 was the 
plantation supe rvi sor for Co l. Ca lhoun . The letters reported upon local crop conditions. A 
be2utifu l copy and cover. 

Fig. 8 From the Ca lhoun find came this pair of the 5c green on -:,hite, Nos. 3 & 4 in the 
plate with {u '.I sheet margins. Th e cancel is dated JUN ' 13 and the letter enclosed is dated 
JUN 11 , 1862. The figure "3" is inverted in the cancel. Apparently this was a double 
letter rate of 1 Oc . Although the letter enc:osed was not heavy , possibly the cover originally 
con tained an enc losure of some sort. A wonderful pa ir. 
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Fig. 9 The enormous copy of the Sc green on white from the Steve Brown Collection probably 
from a single cliche removed from the form of four. It is No. 4. The date is illegible but the 
use is probably 1861 . No other example of this single cliche impression is known . 
It is interesting to speculate upon the pos­
sible number of the IOC Uniontowns issued. 
It could not have been great for although 
the stamp is not as rare as the 2c value, it 
was believed that only four copies were 
known up to a few years ago. Actually 
there were five copies which had come to 
light, of which two were in the Ferrary Col­
lection; then the two copies of the Col. Cal­
houn find swelled the number to the present 
seven. 

In 1861 the population of Uniontown was 
87 5 (est.) of which 225 were white and 650 
slaves ; today it is just short of 2,000. On 
the railroad only 30 miles from Selma, it was 
not important. Almost the only find of any 
Uniontowns was the Mrs. R. A. Cobb ma­
terial made by R. S. Nelson years ago, con­
sisting of twenty-nine covers bearing 5c 
stamps. Next was the Calhoun find of three 
covers, two bearing 1oc stamps, one a won­
derful pair of the 5c. The rest of the Union­
towns have come to light usually one or two 
at a time, here and there. Of all values, 
2c, 5c, JOc known at the present writing, the 
total number probably does not exceed forty­
eight on covers, six 5c off cover, and the un­
used block of 4 of the 2c value on white 
paper. And if the Rev 'd R. A. Cobb had 
THE C
not written to Mrs. Cobb, who was in a 
Montgomery hospital, twenty-nine letters in 
three weeks, 5c Uniontowns would be a lot 
rarer even th an they are. No large finds of 
business house correspondence of the period 
ever turned up any numbers of these stamps. 

The earliest usage of the 5c Uniontown is 
September 6 ( 61) ; earliest of the IOc Sep­
tember 22 ( 61) ; earliest of the 2c, no rec­
ord. Both the 2c and the IOc were used into 
1862, probably the 5c also to judge by the 
pair. Blurred, faintly inked cancels which 
never contained year dates prevent identifica­
tion even of the month or day of use in many 
cases. Some of the Cobb letters were mailed 
in December of 1861. From these facts it 
is apparent that the 5c and IOc values were 
issued in September. Use of the 5c and 1oc 
in 1862, April , June and July, indicates that 
the government stamps may not have been 
available regularly. If a reader of these 
pages h as an example of the 5c or roc Hoyer 
and Ludwig lithographs used from Union­
town in 1861 or 1862, the writer would like 
to see them. And if any reader has seen a 
1oc Uniontown on white paper please report 
it to the writer. Thanks go to the collectors 
who permitted their IOc Uniontowns to be 
examined and photog raphed for this census. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

British Colonial Stamps in Current Us e 

S eptember 1949, written by R. Courtney 
Cade, published by His Majesty's Stationery 
Office, London, England. (Available in the 
U. S. A. through N. Sanabria & Co., Inc., 
521 Fifth Avenue, New York 17 , N . Y . 
Price 9oc postpaid .) 

Comparisons fail to achieve accuracy be­
ca use many parts of an item are similar to 
th at in another in some respects but in others 
totally different. We do believe, however, 
th at this handbook of 104 pages resembles the 
United Sta tes Post Office Department book­
let, "A D escription of United States Postage 
Stamps" printed by the United States Govern­
ment Printing Office in Washington , D. C. 

George VI issues of the British Colonies 
a re highly popular among collectors, although 
perhaps beneath the dignity of the haughty 
" serious philatelist." This well-written , in­
formative and finely illustrated booklet upon 
such a popular segment of stamp collecting 
should be well received. The stamp lover 
will find accessory information for a better 
understanding of recent British stamps with­
out being forced to become a printer's appren­
tice or being compelled to strain his eyes to 
discover whether he owns the common Die A 
or the better Die B. 

The data in this book covers every British 
Colony from Aden to Zanzibar. It is keyed 
to general interest and makes no pretensions 
to do otherwise. This is its paramount ap­
peal. 

Each colony is treated in this manner. Its 
location is given, its area, often accomplished 
by a comparison to that of the British Isles, 
its population, currency and its present stir­
ling equivalent. It lists the number of 
Coloni al post offices, postal agencies, travel­
ling postal agencies. Then all the names of 
the post offices and travelling post offices are 
given. What a valuable guide for the can­
cellation collector! 

Next comes a description of the entire 
series, how they were printed and what firm 
executed this , a four-column table containing 
the denomination , color, subject and date of 
issue in that order. And finally usually 
three or four lines are devoted to the incono­
graphy of each denomination with an ac­
companying plate of clear illustrations. The 
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subject-matter or topical collector, who com­
plains that so much philatelic literature neg­
lects him, will be' cheered by this part. 

A 3-page Appendix containing a "list of 
Postal Authorities to whom orders for post­
age st amps should be addressed , and to whom 
remittances should be payable" ends this hand­
book. Careful attention must be paid to the 
Notes a t the very end outlining exactly just 
wh at service Colonial Post Officials can and 
cannot perform for st amp collectors and 
dealers. 

The philatelist of 20th century stamps will 
find this handbook affording him an adequate 
background for these modern stamps. All 
descriptions are concise, and of interest; and 
fortunately relevant, not overburdened with 
unnecessary details , such as first-day-of sale 
speeches, having nothing to do with stamps. 
A publication as this will assist to maintain 
the popular philatelic appeal of George VI 
stamps of the British Empire. H. M. G. 

Stamp Exhibitions. Compiled Under Di­
rection of The Association For Stamp Exhi­
bitions. By Prescott H. Thorp, Editor; Har­
ry L. Lindquist, Associate Editor, and 32 
Con tributing Editors. Cloth. Pp. 190, wi th 
73 illustrations. Association For Stamp Ex­
hibitions, New York, 1950. 

This is a How-to-do-it book, one long in 
the minds of a few forward-looking members 
of the Association For Stamp Exhibitions, 
who have, over the years, been asked to 
compile data for the service of show-minded 
stamp collectors and stamp clubs. Many 
having asked "How?" this book supplies most 
of the answers. 

Naturally the activities of the past are use­
ful in advising people as to the probabilities 
and possibilities relating to a stamp show (or 
stamp exhibition). This book covers the 
past, of course, but likewise clearly points to 
the day and the later future. Many show 
activities are standard, but not all of us 
know the standard routine deemed important 
to organize and then to realize results that 
can acquire the applause and the hoped for 
profit. While stamp shows, as such , are not 
promoted for cash profit, the clear objective 
should be to avoid financial loss. This book 
helps in that respect. 

A friend, reading the book, said that since 
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many stamp hobbyists stamp-collecting­
rpinded people-believe th at the hobby (call 
it philately, if you prefer) shows a cultural 
and social angle, it also has an economic 
trend, and all these being conceded the book 
(S tamp Exhib itions) is the correct answer to 
all the angles of general interest. 
~- Many important things are required to 

promote " an international exhibition ," like­
wise a " local stamp show." The many con­
tributors to this book have had proper ex­
perience in these activities and so are quali­
fied to present their opinions. 

First, if there is a "first" in the operation , 
is the organization of a Permanent Organi­
zation Committee-a Working Committee, 
which group w ill establish a budget and make 
all arrangements fo r the proposed show. 
There will be sub-committees of judges, pub­
licity, insurance, operating details for the re­
ce ipt and handling of exhibits, and other 
special committees for the numerous other 
activit ies required to put over a show. 

No book , of itself, can show the way to 
perfect promotion. The book (Stamp Ex­
hib"itions) does point to the correct procedure; 
doe,s make it possible to · avoid the pitfalls 
that develop when enthusiastic, but inex­
perienced show-folks seek to put over a show 
that will please the " philatelic-minded" as 
well as a show th at will please the general 
public. Every st amp show should try to 
interest non-collectors. 

In essence this is a handbook on how to 
run a show, based on the experience of the 
Association For Stamp Exhibitions, which has 
sponsored and conducted several inte rn ational 
shows, as well as the experience of a num­
ber of oth er groups and clubs in the United 
States. The information is adaptable to 
local, regional or international shows. 

The Association For Stamp Exhibitions has 
done an es tim able job in supplying th e book, 
w ith ou t charge; to the clubs in the National 
Federa tion of Stamp C lubs. These clubs 
aim to stimulate an interest in stamp collect­
ing-as a hobby-in their localities, thereby 
developing increased interes t in stamp collect­
ing. These clubs can profit by consulting the 
book-and what more can one say about it? 

Others th an Federation member clubs can 
buy th e book for $5., from the Association 
For Stamp Exhibitions. 

H arry M. Konwiser. 
50 THE C
French Philatelic Facts . Vol. 2, Nos. 1, 

2, 3; February, June and October I950. 
Montclair, N . J., Brainerd Kremer; 20, 20 

and 28 pp. respectively. 

Kremer's new "compilation," of which we 
reviewed the first year's sections in this 
magazine for May I950, continued to appear 
regularly as it works through successive 
stamp issues. It continues to furnish us co­
ordinated information hitherto scattered , and 
normally buried in French-language publica­
tions no longer readily accessible. Of the 
new volume, what was ·said previously holds 
true: the task is adequately met. 

No. 1 starts with a practical, useful set of 
valuation tables for the 1849-50 and Presi­
dency issues, indicating the actual market 
ranges for various colo r and other varieties, 
together with vari9us cancell ations on each. 
Since this appeared , those who have quar­
reled with these valu ations, claiming they 
"ought to be" higher in most cases, have ad­
mitted that the retail market was actually as 
herein reported, around Jan. I, I950. 

Most of No. 1 and a ll of No. 2 deal with 
the Ii rst two Empire issui;s, imperf. and 
perforated. Th is reviewer has, for the first 
tim e, with the aid of these two bookS, been 
able to get th ese issues clearly understood. 
Every previous wo rk, in whatever langu age, 
had left confusions. 
~ o. 3 is devoted mostly to the cancella­

tions on the Empire issues. The treatment 
not 'only is convenient to a conspicuous de­
gree; it also covers the difficulties and con­
fusio ns v11hich beset the novice, giving dis­
t inctions hitherto lef t to word of mouth. 
Eight full-page pictures in actual size leave 
no doubt as to what is meant by each can­
cella tion listed. Explanat ions of wordings, 
as a much needed addition to all previous 
treatments, are given in most cases. The 
last portion of No. 3 starts treating the 
Laureate Empire issue, covering rates , dies, 
plates, essays, envelope essays and other mat­
ters which come before the actual stamps. 

Language and style have improved steadily 
over previous sections, especially in elimina­
tion of untranslated French terms. Coordi­
nation of information from various sources 
also improves. Kaepplein's typographical 
work continu es to be excellent , as for example 
in making the many pictures of plate flaws 
come out with welcome clarity. S. G. R. 
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" India Used in Burma," by Jal Cooper. 
W e are pleased to note that Mr. Cooper 

has again sco red a bulls-eye with his l atest 
work on Indi an Philately and Postal His­
tory. This interes ting 64 page book, with 
numerous illustr ations i ~ a worthy successor 
to his earlier work on Ind ian Postm arks. It 
is indeed gratifying to see that th e line of 
fine philatelists start ing wi th Sir David Mas­
son is still being continued in Indi a. 

This book begins w ith an historical intro­
duction , works up to an excellent study of the 
pre-stamp ma rkings and Campaign Post­
marks. The markings used on th e Indian 
stamps are well cove red and completely il­
lu strated . It is interesting to note that the 
stamps of Indi a were first used and pl aced on 
sale in Burma rath er th an Indi a proper. 
They were recorded first on August IO, 1854 
from Toungoo, Burma, one month earlier 
th an the date of the first sale in Indi a. 

The study of the postal markings during 
th e Burmese W ars is especially complete, 
r eceiving a special chapter devoted to th em. 
Another interesting chapter is given over to 
th e use of Ind ian stamps from th e Andaman 
I slands. A li st of Post Offices existing in 
Burma at th e time it r eceived Dominion 
statu s in 1937 compl etes th e work. 

We are sure th at this book w ill be wel­
comed by a ll students of Indi an Philately 
not on ly fo r its fine cove rage of the subject 
but also for its excellent illust r ations. 

Jl. IJ . S . llaverb eck . 

" British Postage Stamp Varieties Illus­
trated," Q. V. surface-printed issues to K. G. 
VI. Compiled by R. C. Alcock & C. W. 
Meredith. Published by R. C. Alcock Ltd. , 
Cheltenh am, E ngland . 122 pages with numer­
ous illustrations. 

British postage st amps have always been 
famou s for their plate varieties on accou nt 
of the grea t numbers printed from in dividual 
plates, through incidental damage of pla tes, 
wear and tear, use of wrong cliches, etc. Now 
th e co-authors have tr ied successfu lly to bring 
into one handy volume all th e material con­
ce rn ed generous ly giving enl arged ill ustra­
tions, drawings, explanations, which all will 
enable the specialist to look for th e right spo t 
where such varieti es occur. 
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A s these varieties were not so fully de­
scribed in the Kohl Handbook or in the 
somewhat later English edition arranged by 
the late J. B. Seymour; and as the authors . 
go up to the Peace and Olympic Games Is­
sues, we find here one of the most useful 
addi tion s to lite rature on British postage 
stamps . 

P. P. Linden burg. 

" ]. Francobolli [)'It alia" by Guglielmo 
Oliva, Genoa, It aly (A Catalog in Italian) 
204 pages. $3.00 Obtainable in U. S. A. , 
P enny Black Stamp Company, I I 6 Nass au 
Street, New York, N. Y. 

Volume I of the Tenth Edition ( 1950) of 
the catalog of G. Oliva covering the issues 
of the Itali an States from the earliest to 
1868 includes Lombardy-Venice, Modena, 
Naples (Two Sicilies) Parma, Roman States, 
Sardinia, Sicily (Two Sicilies), and Tuscany. 

In ad dition to many new illustrations and 
the bringing of prices up to da te , th ere is a 
new twenty-s ix page section devoted to list­
ing and pricing of many of the pre-adhesive 
letter s and post al stationery used in th ese 
localities. The ea rliest illustration shows a 
letter dated 141 6. There a re illustrated some 
from each cen tury up to and including th e 
"post-boy on horse" postally stamped paper 
of Sardinia of 1819 and 1820. 

As wi th former ed itions, this cat alog lists 
each type and minor variety of all of th ese 
interesting issues of st amps, including blocks, 
usages in other states, strips, reprints, reve­
nues used for postage, and gives complete lists 
of towns which had post offices. The cata­
log a lso illustrates forge ries and in general, 
provides a background which th e collectors 
of this group cannot affo rd to be without. 

The printing and illu st ra tions a re clear, 
the paper is excell ent, and it is nicely bound. 
Its size ( 5" x8" ) is convenient. 

There wi ll be two more volumes issued 
to com plete all issues pertaining to Italy. 

Al th ough w e call thi s a catalog, and con­
sider it as such, it has th e addi tional value of 
being a comprehensive refe rence book w hich 
we can recommend to all collectors interested 
in th e ea rly I tali an States. While written in 
Itali an, it can be used to good advantage by 
th ose unfamiliar w ith the language due to 
the many illustra tions. The listings and es-
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pecially th e descriptive notes would require 
more or less knowled ge of the Italian 
language. 

E lliott Cor in. 

" Sixt eenth A merican Philatelic Congress 
Ha11db ook ." Origin al P apers on Phil atelic 
Themes, Presented by Invitation. E dited by 
W . R. M cCoy, Hotel Warw ick, New Y ork 
19, N . Y . Price $J.OO. 1 6 1 pages plus the 
Cumulative Index of the Fi rst to Six teenth 
Am erican Phil atelic Congress Books. 

The past stand ard s of th e greater part of 
th ese handbooks have always been upon a high 
level and th e 1950 edition continues w ith this 
in every respect . The m any a rticles are again 
varied, having the wide r ange from th e 
st amps, r evenues and post al history of the 
U nited States to studies of forei gn phil a tely 
such as Estoni a, Greece , Guatemala and 
Rom ani a, both 19th century and modern 
stamps. Some of th e authors a re w ell­
know n, such as J ere. H ess B arr , Dr. Carroll 
Chase, P . J. Drossos of Ath ens, Greece, Van 
D yk MacBride and B. W . H . P oole. T he 
over all qu ality of research and o riginality is 
top-grade, although in a few inst ances ce r­
tain au th ors fail to meet this high qu ality. 
The illu stra tions, both many and more th an 
average, a re fi nally presented, adding to th e 
appeal of thi s handbook. U nfo rtun ately, 
many lack captions, w hile oth ers w ith cap­
ti ons a re too bri ef to fully appr eciate th e 
cuts shown. It w ould be more to our t as te 
if th e only illustr ations were th ose of stamps 
and coll ater al materi al , w ith th e omission of 
th e auth ors' pictures. T his is, however, 
pu re ly a per sonal preference w hereas oth er s 
migh t enjoy see ing th e physical fea tu res of 
th ese authors. 

The inclusion of th e C umula tive In dex at 
th e end is most helpful , but it is puzzling w hy 
no mention of this is given neither on th e ou t­
side cove r nor w ith in th e T able of Contents. 

It has been gener ally remarked, both in 
th ese columns and elsewhere, th at not too 
much highgrade phil atelic writings are being 
produced in this co untry. T hus, this h and­
book is fa r and away above th e usu al aver age , 
be ing a fi ne contribution to Am erican Phi­
lately. Mo re wo rks of thi s type a re needed 
and it is hoped th a t th ese American Phila telic 
Congress books w ill contin ue, of course, upon 
th eir es t ablished st and ards. Those interes ted 
52 THE C
in phil atelic study and research in this co un­
try should encourage and support this. The 
popula r st amp papers and columns in Ameri­
ca are not giving enough notice to such 
works. Th eir reviewers, comment ato rs and 
edito rs devote more space to liter ature, which 
a re nothing but compil a tions of pas t w ritings, 
offering nothing new or o rigin al. Also (and 
perh aps due to lack of knowledge), pas t er­
ro rs and omi ssions a re continued , not cor­
rected. M ore apprecia tion for liter ature such 
as this should be broadcas t and th e dealer ele­
ment of th e hobby should be urged to lend 
more support to th e enco uragement and pub­
licati on of such o rigin al studies . Without it , 
phil a tely will become barren and profi tless. 

H ats off to M ess r s. Ba rr , M cCoy and all 
th e authors w ho made this fi ne co ntribution 
to A mer ican Phil a tely and most important, as 
a l abor of love . 

H. M . G. 

"Ca talo.qo S port," ed ited and publ ished by 
G. L and mans, M il an, Italy, ($2.00) , has 
reached this count ry afte r a g reat deal of 
preced ing fan fare. As might be su rmised 
from the title, it is a catalogue "containing 
sports stamps of th e w hole world. " While 
not th e first publi shed cat alogue based on a 
topical or subject-matter grouping, "Cata­
logo Sport ," is unques tionably th e most elab­
orate and th e most ambitious. It is probably 
an as tonishing point to make th at this cat a­
logue is not even by way of be ing th e fi rst 
spor t st amp catalogue, having been preceded 
by one publi shed by Guy D epolier, of France, 
w hich has run to several editions to da te. 

T he new L andmans spo rt stamp catalogue, 
howeve r , is meant to be th e las t word on th e 
subj ect since th e text is in fo u r l anguages­
E ngli sh, Ital ian, French and Ge r man. It is 
a quite simple book to handle wi th an ac­
companying ill us tr ation of virtually every 
st amp listed. I t is pr inted in clear type and 
on a glossy paper. 

It is only af ter supe r fic ial examin a tion h as 
been completed and more intensive examin a­
tio n made th a t one no tices th e many defec ts 
in this r a th er stylish-looking effo r t. The 
er ro rs a re of two types- th ose of incl usion 
and th ose of omi ss ion. Includ ed errors are 
th e listing of ce rtain st amps which cannot, 
by th e g reates t stretch of th e im agin a tion, be 
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termed sports st amps. As an exampl e, we 
cite th e listing of many st amps, having to do 
with aviation. It is not sufficient th a t Otto 
Lilienthal, Count Z eppelin , Italo B albo, Pro­
fessor Piccard , Santos Dumont and many 
others were t ra il bl azers in aviation and 
lighter-th an- a ir aeron autics. They may even, 
by loose use of the t erm, have been "sports­
men" but those st am ps listed which honored 
th em, were neither conceived nor issued as 
sports stamps or to recall th eir subj ects as 
spo rtsm en. In fac t, this r eviewer, in a 
lengthy cor respond ence w ith Mr. G. Land­
mans, asked why such st amps were included 
and r eceived the following opaque explana­
tion: " I put them in as sports reco rd s." It is 
this wri te r's personal opinion th at such st amps 
have no place in a spo rts collection but seem­
ingly this is not a universal viewpoint as th ey 
a re also listed in th e previously mentioned 
catalogue published by G . Depolie r. 

While on the subj ect of included matter 
which, w hile not incorrect, is terribly incom­
plete, we refer to this catalogue's a ttempt 
to list sports cancellations together with 
sports st amps. Probably through incomplete 
knowledge of the vas tness of such an under­
t aking, this gi lding of th e lily was attempted . 
To have done so was to be misadvised as 
there must be literally thousands of special 
sport s cancell ations. The L andmans Cata­
logue lists less than 150 such cancell ations 
th ough it co ntains 297 pages. That Mr. 
L andmans must realize oth er such cancella­
tions exist, we cannot doubt , but he surely 
must have had no idea of how many more 
there actually are. 

Another new wrinkle included in this cata­
logue that certainly w ill furrow th e brow of 
the classic phiiatelist is the inclusion-in a 
few cases-of the res ults of sport s events 
in co nnection wi th w hich stamps had been 
issued. The results, fo r example, of the 
various Olympic Games are included but 
here again, there is little consistency shown: 
totally ignored are such events as interna­
tional baseball tourn aments, ski meetings, etc. 
The results of these event s are ce rtainly ob­
t ainable if its editor had so desired . 

Concerning some rather star tling omissions, 
one finds that even certain sports st amps is­
sued by Italy h ave been overlooked. We can­
not quite understand this since th e cat alogue 
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has th e blessings of Count Alberto Bonacossa 
(who wrote the foreword), President of the 
Itali an Olympic Committee, and a r enowned 
collector of sports st amps. In justice to Mr. 
Landmans and Count Bonacossa, certain 
st amps fall into th e realm of sports for not 
particularly obvious or well-known facts. A 
typical example is th e Roosevelt se t from 
Cost a Rica, ostensibly issued to honor our 
late President. Howeve r , on reading th e 
enabl ing decree for this se t , one lea rn s that 
th e revenues obtained from its sale went to­
wards defraying the costs of sending a Costa 
Rican sports team to a meet in Colombia. 
Other omi ssions include th e Honduras air 
mail se t issued for the First Intern ational 
Archaeological Conference of the Caribbean 
but w hich depict the ruins of the famou s 
B all Game Temple. It is not carping to point 
out that omissions have been m ade in com­
piling this cat alogue for th ey number more 
th an sever al score of st amps and issues just 
as seve ral sco re of st amps a re included th a t 
do not belong. 

Neve rtheless, this reviewer feels that this 
cat alogue is a very important contribution to 
topical philately. Important because it is 
merely th e first effort of a publisher w ho 
has every intention of making th e second edi­
tion immensely better. In his letter to this 
writer, Mr. Landman asks for th e coll abora­
tion of sports st amp collectors of the entire • 
wo rld. H e expla ined th at th e catalogue was 
prepared to meet a deadline. It had origi­
nally been intend ed th at an exhibition of 
sports stamps be held in Milan in Decem­
ber 1950. Plans were changed and this ex­
hibition has been postpon ed to May 1951 
and it is now planned to be held in R ome. 
Evidently, the exhibition h as some powerful 
sponsors for a special st amp issue by the 
Itali an Government has been promised. 
Thus, when this stamp appears, it wi ll be the 
fi r st whose sole purpose is to honor top ical 
ph il ate ly. T his sports catalogue thus plays 
its important role in helping popularize a 
branch of philately th at, so far, h as had to do 
some rude jostling to find for itself a pl ace 
in th e su n. Ours is not the purpose here to 
defend topical st amp collecting, merely to 
point ou t that it is t aking giant forward 
strides. 

Ira Seebacher. 
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UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION 
Stamp Colors 1878 - 1898 

By STEPHEN G . RIC H 
This article is designed to st art tracing the 
development of the scheme of unifo rm colors 
for stamps of the U nive rsal P ost al U nion 
unit rates, between th e advisory r esolution of 
1878 and th e adoption of th e scheme as bind­
ing on members in 1897. F uture articles 
are planned to cove r aspects not here 
included. 

The 1878 r esolution r ecommend ed th at 
st amps of value equ al to 5 centimes F rench 
gold be green, th ose equ al to 10 centimes 
red, and those equ al to 25 centimes blue. 
These units we re th e U . P. U .'s inte rn ational 
single r ates fo r printed matter , pos t al ca rds 
and letters, r espectively. In estim atin g th e 
degree of adh erence to th e recommendation, 
w e strike the obst acle th at even approxim ate 
equ ivalents fo r these r ates are by no means 
always found in th e st amps of va rious mem­
ber countr ies. 

T he U nited Stat es and the Bri t ish coun­
t r ies offer no difficulties on this point ; but 
oth ers do. Austri a's old kreuze r cur rency, 
fo r exampl e, makes th e nearest practical 
equivalents of IO and 25 centimes abou t 20 % 
high, and that used fo r · 5 centimes nea rly 
40 % high. From Mex ico sou thwa rds to 
Cape H orn , most co untries th en had a peso 
o r oth er moneta ry unit equivalent to 60 cents 
U. S. money o r 3 francs French gold. Fo r 
such cou ntries 2 centavos, 3 or 4 centavos and 
7 o r 8 centavos a re th e r ate equ ivalents. Y et 
we fi nd th at many of them applied th e advised 
color s as if th e st amp values we re in U nited 
States money. 

F rance was using green 5 centim e and 
ult ramarine 25 centime stamps w hen th e 
r esolution was adopted . Bu t th e r esolut ion 
had hardly been adopted, when the 25 cen­
t imes was made bl ack on r ed. T he nex t year 
th e 25c was m ade yell ow-brown ; and in 1886 
black on pink. The IO centim e stamp, bl ack 
on pale lavend er, continu ed th at way fro m 
before 1878 to 1900. T he 5c g reen was th e re­
fo re th e sole valu e on which France heeded 
th e r ecommendation. Th e 5c ch ange of color 
to yellow green in 1898, w hich has been 
ascribed by some writers to th e 1897 conven­
tion, is known definitely to have been caused 
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by othe r r easons. Quite obviously such a 
change f rom green to yellow g reen had no 
rela tion to any U. P . U. requirements. 

H awaii , which joined th e U. P. U . in 1882, 
had long had blue 5-cent st amps, and changed 
its 2-cent st amp to r ed in th at yea r. The 1-
cent st amp th en issued was blue; but was 
changed to g reen in 1883. W e thu s fa r lack 
any evid ence th at th e U . P. U. 1878 advisory 
resolution w as even known to th e H awaiian 
post al admini stration o r had any effect in th is 
case, despite efforts to t race some conn ection 
made by Lt. ]. B. Kremer 3rd, U. S. N., to 
hunt up th e matte r when he was st ationed in 
H aw aii in 1945. T hese efforts we re made at 
th e inst ance of M r. H enry A . Meye r, fo r in­
clusion of results in th e H awai i book by the 
late Ad miral H arris et al.* 

H awaii , w hich cont inued as a membe r of 
th e U . P . U. af ter th e revolution in 1893, 
depar ted ent irely fro m th ese colors in th e 
1894 st amps . Continuing as a member af te r 
becoming pa rt of th e U. S., until the con­
so lid ation of post al se rvices, H aw aii 's 1899 
change to g reen 1-cent, light rd 2-cent and 
blue 5-cent stamps was gove rned by the 1897 
resoluti on and is not here in point. 

H awai i's change fro m blue to ul t rama rin e 
for th e 5-cent st amp in I 882 and th e la ter 
further pr inting of th is value in deep blue, 
have been co nside red as linked w ith the 
U . P . U. _by some w r iters, notably Dr. 
Munk in the Ko hl Handbook . The evidence 
fo r such relation has never been publ ished . 
Since blu e, ul t r amari ne and da rk blu e all 
come w ithin th e general color recommend a­
tion of "b lue" in 1878, qu ite li ke ly the claim 
fo r U . P. U. influe nce is w ithout fou nda tion 
-:,o~s ib l y Dr. M unk pro jected th e 1897 reso­
l11tirn backwards in t ime, subconsciously. 

Ou r own U. S. st amps for th e 5-cent inter­
national letter rate vve re blue w hen th e 1878 
resolu t ion was adopted . In 1882 we changed 
this to sep ia; in 1887 back to a very dark 
blue; and in 1890 to brown. T hus far, we 

(Con tinued on P age 57.) 

*"Hawaii, its Stamps and Postal H istory" by Henry 
A. Meyer, A dmira l Frederic R. H arris, J oh n K. Bash, 
Wm. J. D avey. Phi latel ic Foundation. 1948. 
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PUZZLING FRANCO - BRITISH 
POSTMARK 

Found Upon Mail From About 1843 - 1870 
Extract from letter from Dr. C. H ennan 
of Chicago to Afr. C. J ewell of th e Postal 
Histo ry Society of London, England. 

. . . A di scuss ion has a risen over the fol­
lowing postmarking and I come to you for in­
formation. You told me this was applied at 
the exchange office in Britain. It has always 
been my opinion that this was the amount 
owing Britain. Now comes one of your local 
students with a st atement th at this was the 
amou nt th at Britain had to pay France. 
Who's right? Just what does it mean? 

Extract from letter from Mr . C. J ewell to 
Dr. C. H ennan of Chicago. U.S . A. 

. . . now to answer your query. These 
" tr ays" with GB and a figure in fr ancs put 
on unpaid letters which tr avelled from abroad 
homeward to France by British Mail, cor­
respond w ith similar shapes and fi gu res, this 
time w ith FR and a similar currency fi gure 
in francs, w hich were applied to letters sent 
hy F rench mail wi th destination Great Brit­
atn. Such letters had incurred a heavy mari­
time postage, due to th e country whose mail 
packet had car ried the letter, and th e amount 
so due had to be recovered: but th e add ressee 
lived in anoth er country. Accordingly, some 
system h ad to be o rganised to cope w ith this 
pa r ticul a r complication. 

It must be remembered, at this point, th at 
British Post Offices worked in ounces, and 
the smalles t we ight tre ated was 0 oz. The 
French P ost Offices used th e metric system, 
and the smalles t weight treated was 5 gr am­
mes. One ounce weighs, more or less, 28.6 
grammes . It . was decided, th erefore, th at 
these exchange mails should be weighed in 
bulk, and it was agreed th a t the same rates 
should be appli ed, and th ey could then be 
charged to th e other co untry. It was held 
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conveni ent th at all transactions under this 
agreement should be calcula ted in French 
fr ancs, and in order to simpli fy the calcula­
tions, I oz. should be taken as 30 grammes. 
for the purpose of th e scale of payment. It 
would then become a simple matter to weigh 
the mails on arrival in Europe, and to debit 
the other country wi th the bulk charge on 
th e transaction. 

Jn my own case, I am familiar with the use 
of thi s system on the mails incoming from the 
East and West coasts of South America. 

The materi al point is th at these hand­
stamps were used on unfranked letters, th at 
is, letters sent "postage due," postage to be 
paid by the addressee . Take, for example, a 
Packet belonging to th e British Royal Mail 
Company ar nvtng at Southampton from 
South America with thirty sacks of mail for 
the Un ited Kingd om and one sack of mail for 
France. The U nited Kingdom mail requires 
no comment: w hat we are interested in is the 
tre atment of the " unpaid " French mail. This 
" unp aid" m ail wo uld be weighed: and this 
" tray" g ives the rate ( the ra te, I repeat, not 
th e exact amount for each letter: it is vital 
to grasp this point.) H ere, usually, Fcs. 
r.60 per 30 grammes. Each letter that went 
through thi s process would receive th e 
" tr ay" handstamp, and this was applied by 
the Briti sh Post al Officials. The purpose of 
th e " tray" is now clear, and the place of its 
application sca rcely matters. 

I think this may be even clearer if I extend 
the example. Let us assume the sackful of 
mail , minus the prepaid letters, weighed at 
South ampton 105 lbs. 12 ozs. Convert into 
kilogr ammes: 47 .5. Convert into grammes: 
47 ,500. Conve rt into units of 30 g r ammes: 
r,583. Cha rge th ese units at Fcs. 1.60 per 
unjt: Fcs. 2,533.-. London debits P aris 
accordi ngly wi th Fcs . 2,533.- for th e sack­
fu l of mail. The letter s accordingly r eceive 
th e Fcs. 1.60 "tr ay". P aris receives the 
sackful : and then works out the individual 
postages due on each letter according to its 
weigh t, sou rce of origin , route etc., and h av-
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PUZZLING FRANCO-BRITISH POSTMARK 
ing done so, Paris handstamps the letter with 
its total "due postage" in decimes. 

Decimes are tenths of a franc, just as cen­
times are hundredths of a franc. Ten deci­
mes, th erefo re, are very nearly equal to rod., 
but not quite , since the old gold franc was 
worth 9.58 pence (gold), that is, slightly less 
than ten pence. 

Alternately, if we take the journey by 
French mail with transfer to Southampton 
on arrival, although the same rates were 
agreed on, you will appreciate the subtle 
point th at the Frenchmen scored over the 
slight difference between I oz. / and 30 gram­
mes, for they were paid the same rate for 
carrying the ounce (28.6 grammes) as the 
British were paid for carrying 30 grammes.* 

If you have a copy of Yvert's catalogue of 
post-marks, you will find, on pages 430/ 432, 
a very complete series of illustrations of both 
British and French. The rates covered are 
very revealing. There is a 4oc rate, which is 
certainly applicable to Caribbean mail. More­
over, they are even highly fractioned. One 
example I have seen from the West coast of 
South America is Fcs. 2.87 5. This, it is 
quite clear, must be a rate, not an amount. 
Another revealing mark from France is Fcs. 
I .22 4/ ro's. If you work this out you will 
see th at it is 1/ - almost exactly. There is 
also Fcs. r.62 4/lo's, which equally must 
represent I/ 4d . 

Another interesting point about these marks 
is that they cover printed paper rates. The 
GB marks have the small letters " pk" in­
se rted in a few marks, and it should be clear, 
by now, from what I have said , that this 
represents "per kilogramme." And more: 

*Elliott Perry supp lied the following upon which 
he believes this in fo rmati on was ba sed. 

Anglo-French Convention, April 3, 1843 

"ARTICLE 29: The British Post Office shall pay to 
the Post Office of France for postage upon all unpaid 
letters originating in France and addressed to the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and 
those Briti sh Colonies and possessions where the 
British Post Office maintains post offices at the rate of 
two francs for every 30 grams, net weight. The 
French Post Office shall, on its part, pay to the 
British Post Office, for postage upon all unpaid letters 
originating in the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Irel and, and addres sed to France and those coun­
tries on the shores of the Mediterranean where 
France maintain s post offices, at the rate of one shill­
ing per ounce Briti sh , net weight. 
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the French marks show a similar insertion 
occasionally, "p.f". This, equally clearly is 
" per lb." 

This confirms the point I have insisted 
upon throughout, namely, that these figures 
are rates.t 

In passing, in the case of a letter to an 
addressee in France, the exact amount due 
from him can be found handstamped in large 
figures on the face of the letter. Common 
figures are "8," "10," " 12 ," "16," "20," and 
"24." These, as I have indicated , stand for 
decimes, which I have said are roughly pence. 
They may look like mss. scribbles, but they 
are handstamped in black obliterating ink. 

In the case of a letter through French 
mail to an addressee in England , the British 
Post Office did not always use h andstamped 
fi gures: in some cases, especially early, the 
amount due was written in mss. in ink. 
Nevertheless, "due" figures do appear, some­
times in a form resembling the French sys­
tem, undoubtedly a 1/ - mark. This is a 
crazy-looking affair, and certainly not recog­
nis able as a 1 / -. It is the case that letters 
sent by this route are rare. Very few ap­
pear to have · survived. Generally, it appears 
to have been the tendency of French firms to 
keep the letters , and for British firms to 
throw them away. 

It may happen that these " trays" were 
struck on the stamps themselves, but this is 
merely an accident. I have just seen th at 
you call it a "cancellation ," but it is not that: 
it is a handstamp, and an "Accountancy 
mark. " Some cove rs may bear stamps, but 
they, in a ll likelihood, represent internal local 
postage at the point of departure. I can 
conceive it possible that these handstamps 
may cover fully stamped letters. N everthe-

ARTICLE 30: The French and British Offices shall 
mutual I y account to each other for the postage of 
ordinary letters which , in either of the two countries, 
may be paid to their destination in the other, accord­
ing to the rates respectively al lowed to each Office 
by Article 29 for the postage of unpaid letters." 

(Note; according to Article 25 the sender had the 
option of sending a letter either wholly prepaid or 
wholly unpaid, except that under Article 26 regis­
tered letters had to be fully prepaid. 

None of the nineteen articles between 1 and 30 of 
the Convention of T 8~3 mention any rate other than 
those stated in Article 29. ) 

2 frs. per 30 grams = 38.6 cts. (U.S.) 
I sh per I oz . ...... = 24 cts. (U.S.) 

t Not per Zeller, but for a specified (ag reed upon ) 
weight of bulk mail (E lliott Perry ). 
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less, th e purpose of these " tr ays" must r e­
main th e same. They are an in dication of 
intern ational accountancy cover ing ove rseas 
mails, as between the B ritish and F r ench P ost 
O ffices. 

Ell iott Pe rry notes the appea rance of somewhat 
simi lar ma rking s upon mail from areas other than the 
Caribbean. He cites the fo llowing United States cover 
in h is possession. 

Buff envelope bea ring 2 IC in U . S. stamps, Mishi­
cot! ( Sta te unk nown ) , to Mart ign y, ( Canton Valloi s), 
Switzerl and. 

On face; l\l ishicott OCT 26 pmk; an d al so in black 
" GB / ~oc" in a diamon d-shaped border and " F./27" 
in an o va l. 

On face; Ne w York AM P K T . ( NOV 4 ?) in 
red ( very fa int ) . 

On back in black ; Pa ris, NOV. 18, 65 ; M artigny 
NOV 19, 65 and "AMB U LA NT-CIRCULAIRE 
19- X 1-65" str uck o ve r L ondon pmk of Nov . 17 w h ich 
la st is in red. 

UNIVERSAL PO,STAL UNION 
(Continu ed fro m P age 54.) 

lack all evidence th a t the I878 advisory ·r eso­
lution was even r emembered at Washington . 
Ou r 2-cent st amps we re red-or ange from 
l 87 5 on ; brown in l 882 ; g reen in I 887 ; and 
became red in 1890- w ith a lapse to dull 
For Our . ... 

NEXT AUCTION 
COLLECTI ONS, RA RI TIES , ACCU MULAT IONS and id le surplus material 
can be turned into cash by means of our most thorough auction activity. 

You r mate ria l is b rought to the a ttent ion of an active and buy-minded clien­
tele built up over a period of 25 years of busi ness emb rac ing deale r custom­
ers th ruout t he wo rld . 

Or, should you prefe r an out right sa le , please send us fu ll informat ion of 
what you have and how much you want for it . The probab ility is that we 
can .suggest a plan that wi 11 be acceptable to you . 

If you are not on our mailing list , p lease wr ite for free catalogues. 

" The Third Part of the Stoc k of the Scot t Stamp and Coi n Co.-U. S. A and 
Foreign-will be offered in our February Sale ." 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
2 20 l\l. 87th St .. Co.-. o[ B.-oad"'a y. Ne"' York 24. N . Y. 
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purple fo r th e 1893 Columbi an. Our I -cent 
st amps we re various blues throughout this 
whole period. T h us fa r, if any evidence of 
the U. P. U. resolut ion of advice of 1878 
having been involved in ·making th e 2-cent 
st amp red in 1890 exists, it has no t come out. 
Neithe r Luff ( I900) nor Brookman ( 1947 ) 
mention th e matter , in our two major h and ­
books. 

G reat Br itain's one penny st amp, w hich 
confo rmed to the I878 advisory resolution, 
depar ted from red color in 1881, not r etu rn­
ing th ereto till af ter 1898. The h alfpenny 
st amp (5 centimes equivalent ) was made 
green in 1881 but only up to 1884. U ntil 
1900 it was first slate, th en or ange. The 
2Y, d was changed fro m red brow n to ult ra­
m arine in 1880. This change is, howeve r , r e­
co rded as directly t raced to a local cause, con­
fusion in color wi th oth er values. In 1884 
th is valu e became lilac ; and from 1887 on 
till af te r 1898 was pu rple on blue paper. 

Fu rth er ar ticles wi ll consider oth e r coun­
tries and mo re pa rt icula rly the in te rn ational 
post al ca rds of th e pe ri od as well as th e 
adh esive st amps. 
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I Ju s T 0 u T I HANDBOOK OF BRITISH COLONIAL STAMPS 

In Current Use, September 1949 

comprising 

Historical , Geographical and 
Genera; Information 

obtained from official and other reliable sources and comp iled by 
R. Gourtnel Cade M.B.E. · 

A BRITISH COVERNMENT PUBLICATION .. .... ....... .... ... PRICE 90 CENTS 

Orders a re now accepted for 
post free del ivery upon a rriva l. 

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., INC. 
521 Fifth Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. 
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Scotts Loose -Leaf Blank Albums 
Spring-Back Binders 

NE PLUS ULTRA (Style 8 ) ••• $12 
Has l 00 leaves of linen ledger paper, with 
glassine interleaving. Page size, w ithout 
h inge, is 8 V4 x l l 1/2 inches. Overall 
album size is l l x l l V2. Back binder, 
gold stamped, Extra pages, 25 for $1 .50. 
Binder only, $6. 

BRUCE ••. ..•..• • • • •••• • • $12 
Red , green or black binder. Has l 00 
linen-hinged pages, size 8V2 x 10% . 
Gold stamped backbone . Extra pages, 25 
for $ 1.50. Binder only , $6. 

DOUCLAS ....••..• •••• • • $12 
Like the Bruce , but larger. Page size: 
9 1;2 x 11 V2. Overall album size : 12 x 12. 

Post Binders 

BRUCE POST .. • . • •• •• • •• • $10 
Red, green o r black binder in imitation 
leather with gold decoration. 50 linen­
hinged pages, size 8 1;2 x l 0 V4. Overall 
album size: l 0 V2 x l 0 % . Extra pages, 
25 fo r $1 .50. Binder only, $7. 

BRUCE POST SPECIAL •. •• $17.50 
Like the Bruce Post in size a nd binder 
co lors. Has morocco back and corners, 
linen-covered slip case. 50 pages of 
special Crane linen pape r, with trans­
parent interleaving. Extra pages, 25 for 
$3 .75 . Binder only, with case, $11. 

ORDER FROM YOUR DEALER 

s~ott Puhli~ations~ In~-~ 1 w. 47th St. New York 19. 
u. s. PRICE LIST 
OUR 68 PACE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLUDES : 

Your 

JOHN 

Confederate Issues 
U. S. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of U. S. Plate 

Number Blocks 

Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers 
Will Be Apprec iated . 

A. FOX A 
~ 

11 6 N ASSAU S TREET, N . Y . C. , 7, N EW Y ORK 
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COMPLETE 128-PAGE 
U. S. CATALOG! 

Pictures More 
than 1000 

Stamps! 

Lists and prices al I ma­
jor varieties of United 
States , U. S. Possessions 
and Br itish N orth Amer­
ica . Most dependable 
market guide in p r int. 
Invaluable for collec-
tors. Sent for only 25c 
to cover handling and 
postage. Write today! 

UNITED ST A TES 
STAMPS 

. ............ ;> ..--· ......... -... ~ 

H. E. HARRIS Cr CO. 
61 Tra nsit Bldg., Boston 17, Mass. 
VI THE CO
BOMBAY PHILATELIC Co. 
ESTABLISHED IN 1889 

Mr. J. F. Droucette Dias, well-known 
Indian Phil atelist and proprietor of the Bom­
bay Philatelic Company, is pleased to in­
form Philatelists tha t he has opened a New 
York Office. He will personally attend to 
all o rders and want lists for better grade 
l"n dia and Indian States Stamps . 

INDIA and STATES 
Special Offers 

Mounted Collection , 300 difI. India (No 
S tates) ..................... .................................. $10.00 

Mounted Collection, 200 diff. India (No 
States) .......................................................... $ 6.00 

Mounted Collection, 1000 diff. Indian 
Native States ... .......................................... $32.50 

Moun tPd Collection , 500 diff. Indian 
Native States .............................................. $ 7 .50 

100 difI. Afghanistan ..................... ..................... $ 9.50 

BOMBAY PHILATELIC Co. 
65 Nassau St., Suite 114, 

NEW YORK . 7, N. Y. 
FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

SOMETIME every collector wants 
some special service. He wants to 
sell his collection for the best pos­

sible price; he wants to buy a great 
rarity or an unusual group of stamps, 
not to be found in dealers' regular 
stocks; he wants reliable information 
about his philatelic affairs. Just such 
service is the sole function of J . C. 
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company 
has nothing to sell; it acts, on commis­
sion, for collectors who wish to add to 
their collections or dispose of th em in 
whole or in part. Collections for dis­
posal are examined without cost (except 
postage) to the owner and commissions 
are charged only on completed trans­
actions . If you want to buy or sell .. 

Always Ask Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC. 
(Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Inc. ) 

172 Fulton St., New York 17, N. Y. 
J 
L

Cape of Good Hope 

• 
Mint triangular blocks of four . 

1863. l d. carmine ............ $i 50.00 

4d. dark blue .... .. ... . $210.00 

6d. mauve ......... .. .. . $235.00 

l / - emerald ........ .. .. $530.00 

All other Capes in stock 

• 
DOUGLAS ROTH 

Fairways, Mona Crescent, 
New lands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX, NO, I 



T

STAMP COLLECTING 
is an INTERNATIONAL HOBBY 
It 1s not enough fo r the co llector to know 
only hi s own country 's activities : to be on 
top he must know wha t is goi ng on all over 
the world . 

That is w hy more and more Americans are 
read ing the London wee kly-

Th e paper w ith all th e news fro m Britai11 , 

E urope, Th e Brit ish Comm onw ealth , and 

mos t oth er co untr ies. 

Send $3 now by money order for 52 weekly 
copies, or ask for a free sample copy from :-

STAMP C01LLECTINC LTD., 
27, Maiden Lane, 

London W.C.2. England 
HE COLLECTORS C LU B PHILATELIST , VOL. XXX , N O. 
Cape of Good Hope 

• 
Mint triangular blocks of four. 

1863. 1 d. carmine .. ..... .. ... $150.00 

4d . dark blue ... ..... .. $21 0.00 

6d. mauve .. ..... ... .. ... . $235 .00 

1 /- emerald ... ..... .... $530.00 

All other Capes in stock 

• 
DOUGLAS ROTH 

Fairways, Mona Crescent, 
Newlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
 

E§§AY§ and PROOF§ 

Are regularly offered 

in my 

Auction Sales 

Request Free Catalogues 

EUGENEN. CO§TALE§ 

99 Nassau Street., 
New York 7, N. Y. 
is important to you 

We Are Prepared To Offer 
Outstanding U. S. Items 
To Enhance It 

ALSO: We are prepared to sell your col­
lection o r single items of merit through the 
medium of our Public Auctions. We w ill 
advance 75 % of our appra ised valuation. 

ALSO: We are prepared to buy your col­
lection in its entirety or single items of 
merit . 

Correspondence Invited 

·-
"· "' c 

J
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FACTS ABOUT SELLING YOUR STAMPS 

e Public Auction is the modern way to sell most collections. 

e We have been conducting sales for over 20 years and our eff i­
cient, up to date , PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the maxi ­
mum in results . 

e We can offer early dates and attractive terms . Liberal ad ­
vances pending sale. Expert supervis ion of all material by 
experienced philatelists. 

e OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfull y places Phila ­
telic Properties privately, where this method is preferred . Our 
advice , backed by over 20 years of ethical dealing is at your 
service. 

e We are also prepared to purchase for cash Collections, Ac­
cumulations , Rarities , etc . 

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY GIVEN 

IR WIN HEIMAN~ Inc" 
2 West 46th Street 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 

Telephone : LUxembu rg 2 - 2393 
 

(JJ1}l 

MERCURY STAMP JOURNAL 
edit ed by 

Edwin Mueller, 

contains 

a wealth of information 
in 

a ll fie lds 
of ph ilately. 

Bound Volume I ( No. 1 to 12 ) 
$5 .00 , post free . 

Last issue 25c , sample copy free. 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 Fifth Ave. (at 44th St. ) 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y . 
Te leph ones : MU2-7106 and 2-6976 I

Cab le Address: ME R CSTAMP N E W Y OR K 

--~~~~~~~~~~~~~____./ 

VIII T HE CO
COVERS 
For T h e S p e d a list. 

or The Postal Historian 

Our stock conta ins covers from the 19th 
as well as the 2 0th Century . Try us _for 
your needs in Old Classics, Postal Stati onery 
o r Air Mai ls. 

W e have cove rs from Europe , The Near 
East , Afr ica , As ia and the Americas. 

Penny Black Stamp Co. 
(Establish e d 1912) 

116 Nassau Street 
New York 7, N. Y. 
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* * $240,000 
worth of fine properties have 
been dispersed under this 
sign through our London and 
Bournemouth Salerooms dur­
ing the first half of the cur­
rent phi late I ic season. 

Properties already entrusted to us for sale $ l 6 4 O O O 
during January, February and early March 
represent a further ' 

The world-wide auction service which is available 
through the 

ROBSON LOWE AUCTIONS 

Our branches in: 

is at your disposal. 

LONDON 
BOURNEMOUTH 

PHILADELPHIA 
MELBOURNE 

BOMBAY 

ensure that every single rarity, specialised col­
lection, specialised study, general collection or · 
wholesale stock finds the right market and secures 

THE BEST NET RESULTS 
If you have stamps to sell you cannot do better than 
place your property in our hands for disposal. 

Full details of our comprehensive, international 
organisation together with typical Illustrated 
Catalogues will be sent on request. 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
LONDON 

50 PALL MALL 
LONDON, S.W.1 

Telephone: Trafalgar 4034 
Cables: "Stamps, London." 

PHILADELPHIA 
1820-2·7 LEWIS TOWER * 15th. and LOCUST STS., 1-----------1 PHILADELPHIA 3, Pa., U. S. A. 

Telephone: Ki. 5-4324/4325 



Ohe 

to be sold at auction by 

H. R. Harmer, Inc. 
Interna,tional Stamp Auctioneers 

32 EAST 57th STREET NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 

American Philatelic Research l ibral'J 
p .0. Box 8338 
State College, PA 16803 




