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Better Supplier ! Better Collection !

We have been specializing in
unusual Errors and Varieties for
more than 40 years.

Thanks to our old accumulations,
we are able to supply even ad-
vanced specialists.

Lately, we have added to our
stock Die Proofs, some-only a few
exist) Trial Colors, Artist Drawings
(unique) French Communities,
Monaco, etc., both Airmails and
Topicals.

Requests and Want Lists are
welcome. Individual selections will
be made without obligation—Con-
venient Terms.

We are interested in buying
fine AIRMAILS, ERRORS, COV-
ERS, COLLECTIONS, ete.

COLOMBIA

1959—50th Anniv. First-Air Stamp
(C347/8—5411./2)

Stamp Centen. (C351,/4—-5384/7)

1960—Humbold (C357/9—5415/7)

Independ. (C377/85—5436/44)

Painting (C387—5446)
ECUADOR

1958 —Eucharistic Congress, unsevered
horizontal pair of sheets (C330—5413)

1959—El Telegrafe (C342-5425)
1960—Bridge Juntas (C367—5451)
1961—G. Moren (C387—5471)

These are a few offerings of scarce
imperforates (only one sheet of each be-
lieved to exist), very limited supply on
hand — Prices on request|

S. SEREBRAKIAN, Inc.

P.O. Box 448 & Monroe, N.Y. 10950

THE AERO PHILATELISTS ANNALS published quarterly each year by Aero Philatelists,
22 East 35th St.,, New York, N. Y. 10016, a non-profit corporation, chartered in New York State.

Distributed free of charge to all members of Aero Philatelists, Inc. Back numbers, when
=vailable, for sale at $1.00 each.
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SWITZERLAND
The 1913 “Lugano” Pioneer Air Mail Stamp

By Henri Trachtenberg™

For many years, I have been very interested in the **Lugano’’ air mail
stamp of 1913 and have made a detailed study of it. My two aero-philatelic
friends and experts on air post, the editor of this magazine, Henry M. Goodkind,
and Mr. Hans Hunziker of Basle, Switzerland have often requested that 1
record my information in writing. [ am pleased now to do this in the sineere
hope that interested eolleetors may profit by the information diselosed.

Issuance and Air Post Use

The stamp (Sanabria Switzerland No. 9) was issued on June 8, 1913 for
use on a flight from Lugano to Mendrisio. Only 4,000 eopies of the stamp
were printed, of which 3,000 were used on six different types of specially printed
post eards as follows:

The Flying Allegory

The Madonna of Saxe

Lugano and Mount Salvadore

Helvetia flving in an airplane over the Castle of Untervalden

82 1

*Mr. Trachtenberg of Paris, France is a member of the ALIEP, the Association Internationale
des Experts Philateliques.
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Figure |. Genuine Lugano stamp on a genuinely flown post card.
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Figure 2. Ancther genuine Lugano air mail stamp on a genuine post card. Notice the different
printing than in the Figure | post card.

5. National Subseription Fund for the Swiss Air Foree
G. Portrait of the pilot, Attilio Maffei

Hlustrated arve the address side of two of these post eards with the Lugano
stamps (Figures 1 and 2). One ean see two of the different printings of these
two post cards.

Also, 7,000 post eards and covers were flown from Lugano to Mendrisio
without the Lugano stamp (Figure 3). 1 repeat that only 3,000 pieces of mail
flown bore the special Lugano stamp. The Figure 3 illustration shows how
the pieces of mail without the Lugano stamp appear. The 5 centimes Swiss
postage stamp was hit with a special eirenlar cancellation reading in three lines
“*Posta Aerea Svizzera/ the date 8 June 1913/ and Lugano' at the bottom.
Notice to the left of this special cancellation the handwritten **25.7"  All mail
without the special Lugano stamp had to pay an extra 25 centimes.

The Printing

The Lugano stamp was printed by typography in small sheets of 10 (2 x5).
The printing was done in vertical strips of five. As there were three different
colors, each sheet had to pass through the printing press six times. The first
color printed was the gray, then the red and finally the green.

Fortunately for the philatelist, this printing process ereated some outstand-
ing constant varieties that permit one to identify each position. One excellent
point for plating is the long oval at the stamp’s left that enecloses the face value
— (Ct. 25.  Figure 4 shows the ovals in a strip of five and points out the promi-
nent differences in each of the five types.
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Varieties and Errors

~ Beeause, as previously mentioned, the sheet had to pass through the press

sSiX times, there arve some outstanding varieties and also a few printing errors.
Figure 5 illustrates a complete sheet of ten that points out five of the most
prominent varieties.

By mistake, one sheet went through the press twice when the red eolor was
being printed, produeing a very searee ervor where there is a double red impres-
sion (Figure 6). In my opinion, this is one of the seareest air mail errors and
also one of the seareest errors of any Swiss stamp.

There also was produeed another searce error where the denomination
“Ct. 257" ecomes with double impression (Figure 7).

The Lugano stamp is catalogued in all the speecialized air post catalogues,
but for reasons unknown to me, the searee double ved impression is not eatalogned
in the “*Sanabria Catalogue.”” The Swiss eatalogue, Zumstein, and the Ger-
man, Michel, also list the Lugano stamp.

Color shades also are very interesting with the Lugano stamp. One should
colleet pairs or multiple pieces to show this. Also, pairs se-tenant exist, but
these are not especially scarce.

Sometimes, copies of the Lugano stamp in the right vertieal strip arve found
imperforated on the right, on the bottom, and even on both the right and left
sides.

The left vertical strips come badly eentered on the left side. The perfora-
tions eut into the design, making it difficult for those collectors who prefer well
centered copies to secure one if from the left strip.

Counterfeit Stamps and Covers

Because of its seaveity and its high price, the Lugano stamp has tempted
forgers to make fraudulent imitations of not only the stamp but also the stamp
on post eards becanse many aero-philatelists prefer them like this. The eounter-
feits have deeeived too many in the past. It is my purpose in this article to
set forth helpful deseriptions of both the genuine and the connterfeits to help
collectors be informed, so that they will not buy a eounterfeit in the mistaken

CARTOLINA UFFICIALE

Bipyatastne Viiista

Figure 3. Post card flown without the special Luganc air mail stamp.
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Figure 4. Type |, Positions 1-2. All four arcs, both the upper and lower ones, are uniformly thick.
Type I|l, Positions 3-4, The upper arcs are thick; the lower ones thin or pointed.

Type lll, Positions 5-6. Both the upper and lower arcs are thin and pointed. Also, on this
Type, the 3" in the rectangle with “1913" is much thicker than normal.

Type IV, Positions 7-8. As with the previous Type, both arcs come pointed.
Type V, Positions 9-10. Only the arcs on the left side are pointed.

belief it may be genuine. When one is offered a Lugano stamp, he should take
out his magnifying glass and study it.
The three most essential varieties on the stamp to carefully examine ave:

1) The oval frame that has the denomination (see Figure 4).

2) The ornamental reetangular design under the words *‘Lugano
1913."

3)  The word **Nazionale™ on the bottom and the date **1913"" on top.

The counterfeiter used as his model the Position 2 copy, the one in the top
row in the sheet of ten on the right side. He repeated this same Position 2 ten
times in the sheet (Figure 8).  If one identifies a copy as the Type I, Position
2, he must take precautions and examine such a copy carefully, because this is
the one that has been counterfeited.

Also, it is advisable to compare, if possible, a Position 2 eopy with some
genwine.  But it is advised that, when one not too familiar with the Lugano
stamp, is interested in purchasing a copy that he first submit to a recognized
Expert Committee or an expert,

[f one has an identified genuine eopy and then a Type 1, Position 2 copy,
when he compares them, he should note the following slight but obvious differ-
ClNnees:

1) The *U" in “LUGANO."
2) The shape of the ““t*" in **Ct.”
3) The eolors on the genuine are not as dull as on the counterfeits,

Previously, the six different types of post cards were listed on which genuine
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Lugano stamps were flown. To my knowledge, no eounterfeit stamps are known
on these six types of post cards. Illustrated (Figure 9) is the upper righthand
portion of a counterfeit post eard with a counterfeit Lugano stamp. The ean-
cellations also arve counterfeit. This is an ordinary postal card. not one of the
six pictorial post cards on whieh the genuine stamps had been used.
Catalogue

[t one consults the different catalogues that list and price the 1913 Lugano
air mail stamp of Switzerland, he will see a wide variation in the prieings. It
may be helpful it 1 now state my own ideas of the eurrent prices of this pioneer
air mail stamp.

TNUERENEE =5 o convad L35 e $600
Unused bloek of four ........ $4,000
07 et N eee. $300
O CONBIN ravas 0 w015 ool a e e yia et %400
Varieties
a)  Different **z'" in ‘‘Nazionale'™ Positions 3-4 ............ $700
b)) Re o Or ORI s o e s s s e s0 e metas aem e g e v aheee &l ol $2.000
¢) ‘RedSopior shEtads o B L N i e el e o 50 ce. 9 F700
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Figure 5. A reconstructed sheet of ten that shows the five most prominent varieties. Position |
has the shifted frame. Position 4 has the different "9" in the date "1913" and the unusual “z" in
"Nazionale.” Position & has the rectangular ornaments with the heavy lines in the two small boxes
on both the left and right sides. Position 7 has a nick in the frame of the longer ornament in the
center near the lower lefthand bottom frameline.
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Figure 6. A block of four with the vertical pair on the left having the red "LUGANO 1913"
with double impression.

Figure 7. A hemonfcl pau with the righthand copy having a double impression of the face value
in the long oval "Ct. 25."
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Collectors Club, 22 East 35th St.,
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MEETING
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NOTICES

Every month except July or August

Chapter No. 1 — New York, N.Y.
Meets second Thursday each month at 8:00 P. M. in the

New York, N.Y.

Chapter No. 5 — Philadelphia, Pa.
Meets third Thursday each month at 8:00 P. M. in the
West Philadelphia Federal Savings & Loan Assn., Chel-
tenham Shopping Center Office, 2231 Cheltenham Ave.

Members, friends, guests, and all interested collectors
are cordially welcome
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Figure 8. The counterfeit stamp in a sheet of ten. All positions are copied from the genuine Position 2.

Figure 9. A complete counterfeit post card — the Lugano air mail stamp and the cancellations.
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Conclusion

Most all of the material used for illustration in this artiele comes from my
own personal colleetion. As I have already mentioned, 1 consider the Lugano
pioneer air mail stamp of Switzerland such an interesting and scaree stamp that
I hope all of the readers will profit by the information set forth. The assistance
of preparing this article for publication in English by my good friend, Henry
M. Goodkind, is greatly appreeciated.

X

PHILATELISTS
o

1970 OFFICERS

President ; e WILLIAM N. MEAD
First Viee President . . ...WILLIAM H. MILLER, JR,
Erecutive Viee President e rreisiesminen e JERBERT ROSEN
Secretary eh Ty S ) e HARRY A. HOLMAN
Corresponding Secretary PR | . JACK KLEIN
Treasurer T PHILIP SILVER
DIRECTORS

Class of 1870 Class of 1971 Class of 1972
DR. ALBERT C. BAUGH JOHN J. BRITT H. M. GOODKIND
HENRY ERAEMER WILLIAM H. MILLER, JR. HARRY A. HOLMAN
GEORGES A. MEDAWAR STANLEY R. RICE JACK KLEIN
WILLIAM N. MEAD IRA SEEBACHER ROBERT L. MARKOVITS
R, H. SHRADY, M.D. LOUIS N, STAUB HERBERT ROSEN
PHILIP SILVER FRED KEIZER GERHARD WOLFF

See Pages 83 and 84

For List of Air Mail Handbooks On Sale
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AERO PHILATELISTS

Minutes of the 23rd Annual Convention

The 23rd annual convention meeting of AERO PHILATELISTS was held on
November 22, 1969 in the Stephen (. Rieh Memorial Room at the Collectors
Club, New York, N. Y. President William N. Mead ecalled the meeting to order
at 2:15 P. M. and weleomed the members and guests in attendance.

Secretary's Report

The Seeretarvy, Mr. Harry A. Holman, was ealled upon to read the minutes
of the 22nd annual convention held at the Collectors Club, New York. The
minutes were approved as read and aeeepted with thanks.

President Mead read letters from our Direetors, Mr. Stanley R. Rice and
Dr. R. Hasbrouek Shrady. expressing their regret at being unable to attend.
A letter was also read from Mrs. Sylvia Fink, now Mrs. Irving Kleinman, widow
of Mr. Bernard Fink who served as Director and Treasurer from the time of our
incorporation until his untimely death two vears ago, offering her good wishes
for a successful eonvention. President Mead also conveved the regards of
Editor, Henry M. Goodkind, who was unable to attend beeause of his doetor’s
orders.

Congratulations were extended to Mr. Joseph L. Eisendrath on his seleetion
as the reeipient of the Richard S. Bohn Memorial Award for 1969.

Treasurer's Report

Treasurer Philip Silver was ealled upon to render his report on the finaneial

if you think selling your collection
is like breaking up a lifelong
love affair...we understand!

IT DOESN'T HURT SO MUCH
WHEN YOU DEAL
with HARMER, ROOKE!

* NO PROPERTY TOO LARGE!
* NO DISTANCE TOO GREAT!

REGULARLY SCHEDULED PHILATELIC AUCTIONS ARE HELD
IN OUR OWN GALLERIES and OPEN TO MAIL BIDDERS

Write for complimentary auction catalog and descriptive brochure

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC.

Negotiants in Fine Properties
APPRAISERS * SALES AGENTS » AUCTIONEERS

THE HARMER, ROOKE BUILDING 604 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10020
For direct inquiry, CALL (212) 765-3883. For long distance, Call collect.
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condition of the organization. IHe submitted a detailed report which is sum-
marized as follows, eovering the period November 23, 1968 to November 21, 1969,

Total Income $2.633.02
Total Disbursements 2 587.99

Net Ineome for Period $ 4503

Our balanee sheet as of November 21, 1969 shows as follows:

ASSETS
Cash in Bank — Mfrs. Hanover Trust Co. $4TR.T6
Accounts Receivable — Advertising 171.00
TOTAL ASSETS $649.76

NONE
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET WORTH F649.76

Mr. Silver stated that a projeetion of expenses and income for tlu balanee
of the membership year which will inelude the April 1970 issue of the ** Annals™
indicates that we will probably finish the wear at an approximate break-even

VATICAN CITY COVERS

Bolaffi's Prices in [ )

#14 Provisional on First flt. cover ... .. s 50.00
47-54 Catholic Press T S e (120.00) 956.0u
55-60 on re . letter Arch. Cong i . » - (ss.oo; 60.00
61-67 ce Interreznum . IR . (20.00 14.00
72-76 Medl.lllon R S S SO L o 12.00) 10.00
122-131, E11-12 Basfiicas- Exp 2 N, e (270.00) P. O. R.
132-139 Holy Year : - - (90.00) 50.00

140-42 — Palatine Guard SR RS (so.oo; 456.00
143 44 — Dogma of Aaaumpuon i i (76.00 40.00
145-48 — Pope Pius X .. (176.00 90.00
149-68 Calchedon ... - (160.00 90.00
156 — Roman States . (27.00 0.00
155A — Roman States aouvenlr she (90.00) 60.00
166-67 Maria Goretti (27.00) 17.50
158-68, E13-14 Pores & Basilicas - "Exp. = (30.00) 26.00
239-42 — Brusse T T E .00; 18.00
242A — Brussels Fair souvenir sheet vl it 20.00 22.50

C9-15 2nd Alrmail .. . _
B18-17 =="ToblRl . .
C18-19 UPU

C20-21 registered with cachet

C22.23 — Dome I .____
C24.32 — Angels

C33-34 Dome 1I (high values) ..
C45-46 Archangel (high values) .
C45-46 Archangel wi dultner autogmph

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO.
P.O. Box 57 Dumont, N. J. 07628

8. L. Bayer, Prop. Member Aero Philatelists, Collectors Club, ASDA.
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Photograph taken by A. Boutrelle at the Collectors Club, 22 East 35 Street, Naw York, N.Y. on
November 22, 1969 just before the Board of Directors met in advance of the 23rd Annual Convention.
Reading from left to right: (Front row) Past President Louis N. Staub, Treasurer, Philip Silver,
President William N. Mead and Secretary, Harry A. Holman. (Second row) Edward Lettick, Herbert
Rosen and Ira Seebacher. (Third row) Robert Seebacher, Dr. Albert C. Baugh, Fred Keiser, Irving
Woeinberg and John J. Britt.

point. He stressed that our expenses, especially in printing costs, are inereasing
while our income from membership dues remains about the same from year to
year.

President Mead thanked Mr. Silver for his ecomprehensive report. It was
moved, seconded and unanimously passed that the Treasurer’s report for 1969
be aceepted with thanks.

Editor's Report

On behalf of Editor Goodkind, President Mead reported that there was
sufficient material on hand for publication in the AErRo PHILATELIST ANNALS for
the next year or two, ineluding some very fine articles from some of our overseas
members that should prove to be of great interest. However, short articles would
be weleome.

The bound volumes of the guarterly magazine sold well during the year,
although all except the Blue Book are still available. The last copy of the
Black Book, the Aero Philatelist’s News Vols. 1-8, was sold in January 1969.
A rebinding of the Black Book is under consideration, if there are avail-
able complete runs of back numbers. A few of our two United Nations bro-
chures are available to interested members.

President’s Report

President Mead remarked that while 1969 had not had such an event
as GAMA in 1968, in which AErR0 PHILATELISTS participated, many of our
members entered and reeeived high awards in exhibitions during the yvear. He
also mentioned that the Board of Direetors had been aetive in working toward
changes in the Constitution and By-Laws, through the State of New York in

Aero Philatelist Annals B0
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With 5,547 price changes.

# 200 pages, 2,000 illustrations.

* Deluxe flal-back binding.

+ Heavy, washable covers.

* High quality paper.

* Latest up-to-the-minute revisions,

n uarms 1970 eoiTion

" UNITED

STATES

‘ ES11¢\PV1FZES

H A R R I S ; BRITISH MNORTH AMERICA

One of the most important editions in our more than 36 years of
publishing this most widely used catalog — a “must" for every stamp collector. Com-
piled and edited by the experts of H. E. Harris and Co., The World's Largest

Stamp Firm.
* All major U. S. Postage and Airmail issues PLUS Special
Delivery, Parcel Post, Envelope Squares, Postal Cards, Officials, Reve-
nues, Postage Dues; also other popular specialties

* Complete illustrated U. S. Possessions, Confederate States, United
Nations and British North America.

MAIL THIS * Big "Americana" section. Mounted collections, albums, popular sup-

COUPON plies and accessories

* U. S. Stamp Identifier — fully illustrated, check your own collection
N ow ' for valuable hidden stamp treasures!
-
eI e e e ST SESImm—
H. E. HARRIS & CO., Catalog Depl. Boston, Mass, 02117.
I Please RUSH me, post free, the new 1970 edition of your 200-

. E. HARRIS
& (0.

CATALOG DEPT.

page catalog, UNITED STATES STAMPS, U. S. POSSESSIONS,
UNITED NATIONS & BRITISH NORTH AMERICA, including the
U. S. Stamp Identifier, etc. | am enclosing $1.00.

Name

BOSTON,
Address MASS
City &

02117

State Zip
h— S re—— ——— e —— | —
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which we are incorporated. that might permit us to seeure recognition as an
organization that could receive tax exempt gifts and eontributions. He further
discussed the donation auetion sale that is expeeted to be held in the near future
and again requested contributions of desirable material that eould be sold for
the benefit of our treasury. He then reminded all members of our banguet to
be held at the Chambertin Restaurant at which time the presentation of the
Richard S. Bohn Memorial Award would be made to Mr. Joseph L. Eisendrath.

Elections

The Nominating Committee was then called upon to submit the names of a
slate of Directors for the Class of 1972, The following names were proposed as
Directors for the Class of 1972:

Henry M. Goodlkind Robert L. Markovits
Harry A. Holman Herbert Rosen
Jack Klein Gerhard Wolff

Further nominations were requested from the floor. There being none, a
motion was made, seconded and unanimously passed that the nominations be
closed and the Seeretary be directed to east one vote for the nominees.

The Direetors present then left the room for the purpose of electing officers
for the year 1970. Upon their return the Seeretary reported the election results
as follows:

Premdent ......cvevonivensn William N. Mead
First Vice President ... .. William H. Miller, Jr.
Exeeutive Vice President .. Herbert Rosen
SECYEIONY . . oo v cion v vinn ieie Harry A. Holman
Corresponding Secretary ... Jack Klein

TLrEOSUFEY vonviivie svivsnionns Philip Silver

Old and New Business

President Mead then ealled for a diseussion of Old Business. Mr. Herbert
Rosen suggested that the Aero Philatelist donation auetion sale be held in con-
junetion with the Interpex Show at which time the material to be offered eould
be displayed, not only to our members but to others who might be interested.
Mr. Ira Seebacher spoke on the importanee of sale. Mr. Louis N. Staub, to
whom all contributed material is to be sent, expressed some disappointment in
the response to date, but said that more material had been promised. He stated
that each lot would be carefully written up and a listing mailed to our member-
ship.

Mpr. John J. Britt stressed the past suceess of the sale of bound volumes of
the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS and suggested that additional volumes might be
bound as needed. He further suggested that any missing numbers be reproduced
to complete any volumes as required.

A call for New Business received no response, whereupon the meeting was
voted adjourned at 3:40 P. M.

William N. Mead, President

Harry A. Holman, Secretary

In case of change of address, please notify Secretary, Aero Philatelists

22 East 35 Street, New York, N.Y. 10016.
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Donation Auction Sale
A Second Appeal

Dear Fellow Member :

Aero Philatelists has managed over the vears to survive with no more
finaneial travail than most philatelic societies experience. But, of eourse, as a
non-profit undertaking, needless to say we have not exaetly “*struck it rich."’

In the years of our existence, printing costs have climbed as have mailing
costs. We have managed, however, to streteh each dollar of income but it has
taken a certain amount of doing.

Still, we are now in need of some financial help and your Direetors have
deemed it most acceptable and least onerous to members that we run a donation
aunction. In this way, those of you who ean find it in your hearts and in the
best interests of the continnation of Aero Philatelists, ean help us in cresting
this latest finaneial erisis by sending along unneeded or duplicate material for
the auection.

Please do this at onee if you so intend. Your material should be directed
to the Committee Chairman in charge of this projeet, Louis Staub, e/o Mer-
chandiser Press, Inc., 127 Seventh Avenue, N. Y., N. Y. 10011. The auetion will
be held sometime early this vear and vou will be sent a list of the items offered
and a bid sheet.

May vour Board of Directors take this opportunity to extend Season’s
Greetings and Best Wishes to all for a Happy and Prosperous New Year.

Sincerely,
William N. Mead, President

gmmmnumnnmmmmmmmmnmumllmmnnmnuuuuunmmumlnmulmmnnmll||mum||mnuumnum|muummq.

WAYS TO SELL ----

. PUBLIC AUCTION
A popular and satisfactory methed of sale for many types of =ollociinn.:.
rarities and other philatelic properties. We have conducted successful public
auction sales for over 35 years.

2. PRIVATE SALE OR PRIVATE TREATY

Some properties, because of their nature are best sold privately. We place
many valuable holdings in this manner.

3. "SPECIAL OFFERS" CATALOGUE

A new concept in philatelic selling. Published at periodic intervals these
catalogues will offer selected classic and modern rarities, collections and other
consignments at fixed prices for immediate cash.

4. IMMEDIATE CASH

We are always interested in buying suitable material for immedicate cash.
Correspondence invited.

-

We are recognized appraisers for estate, tax, insurance and other purposes.

IRWIN HEIMAN

INC.

ONE LINDEN PLACE A GREAT NECK, L. I, N.Y. 11021
Suite 305 Tel. (516) 466-3144

mmnnmmlmt;
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UNITED STATES

Counterfeit Postmarks
May 15, 1918 Philadelphia-New York
First Flight Covers
By Henry M. Goodkind

Those speeializing in the first air mail stamp of the United States, especially
the May 15, 1918 first flight covers (the ranks are constantly growing yvear by
vear) know that the number of pieces of mail carried have been recorded. The
quantity transported on the Washington-Philadelphia-New York leg amounted
to a total of 7,900.

But of this total of 7,900, enly 350 were flown from Philadelphia to New
York, making this leg one of the searcest of all the covers flown with the first
U, 8. air mail stamp.

On The Trail Of A Sleeper

Early in June of 1969, I really thought that 1 had spotted a *‘sleeper’” in
a London, England auetion sale.  When the June 16-18, 1969 auetion eatalogue
of Harmer's of Bond Street, London arvived, lot 747 was deseribed as follows:

UNITED STATES. 1918 (May 15) Washington to New York flight cover
bearing 1918 Air 24e, tied by ““AIRMAIL SERVICE WASH.N.Y.PHILA/
PHILA/ MAY/15/1918 FIRST TRIP'" pmk., fine. A.ADM.C. $150 (see photo -
plate VI) (1 item) . .. Estimated £15 to £20. (U.S. Curreney $36.50 to $48).

Turning to the photograph of lot 747 on plate VI, the eancellation **hit
me right between my eves.”” It was the seareest — ** Philadelphia/ May 15
1918/ First Trip"" and addressed to New York. But the New York May

L)

15
15,

Edward C, Worden,
273 Madison Ave.,
New York City.

Figure |. Front of the Philadelphia-New York/ May 15, 1918/ First Trip cover with the counterfeit
cancellation. [Photos by Boutrelle)
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1918 haekstamp was not illustrated ; this is important to have on the Philadelphia
to New York May 15, 1918 first flight covers.

In my AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS April, 1969 artiele, on Figure 8 (inecident-
ally, the printer had switched by mistake the Figure 8 eaption with that of
IFigure 10 on page 101) T had mounted the New York May 15, 1918 backstamp
in the upper righthand eorner. All of these scaree Philadelphia to New York
covers should have this postmark on the back.

To find out if the aforementioned lot 747 cover had this New York back-
stamp, a letter of inquiry was written to my friend, Cyril Harmer, the head of
the London auetion firm, asking him if T could possibly get a deseription, but
preferably a photostat of the backstamp on the lot T47 cover, beeanse 1 was
interested in bidding on this item.

A prompt reply came from London; it contained surprising news. The
well-known, veteran British air mail professional, Mr. Franeis J. Field of Sutton
Coldfield, England, had examined the lot 747 cover and thought that it was a
fake. Cyril Harmer wrote me that under such circumstances, lot 747 would
not be sold but withdrawn from the June 16-18, 1969 auction sale.

It was my belief that I conld assist in determining whether this Philadelphia-
New York first flight cover was genuine or not. Fortunately, 1 had some extra
prints of the cover illustrated in my April, 1969 article as Figure 8. I sent
one to London, England.

A second letter from London arvived containing photoeopies of the front
and back of the Philadelphia-New York lot 747 cover. Yes, my good friend,
Franeis J. Field, again had demonstrated his fine knowledge of aero-philately.
He was correct ; the cover was a fake. The postmarks on the lot 747 eover were
so different from the known genuine covers here, which the illustrations in this
artiele show.

The Illustrations

Figure 1 shows the cover as it was illustrated in the Harmer June 16-18,
1969 auction eatalogue as lot 747 on plate VI. The addressee, Edward C.
Worden, is well known for first day early U.S. air mail eovers, but he seems
to start with Seott C4-6. I eannot recall having seen his name on any 1918
first flight eovers. Cyril Harmer also sent me a photostat of a letter from
Franeis J. Field that independently eonfirms my opinion of the chronologieal
appearance of the name, Edward C. Worden. It eommences with the 1923
issue (Scott C4-6).

For comparison, the Figure 2 cover is the same one that was illustrated
as Figure 8 in the April, 1969 article.

Figure 3 shows at the right the genunine °*Philadelphia-New York/ May
15, 1918/ First Trip'" postmark. At the left is the counterfeit eancellation that
was hit on the Figure 1 cover. One aetually does not need a magnifying glass
to see that practieally nothing is the same in the Figure 3 two postmarks. Only
a few of the more obvious differences are being pointed out as follows:

1) The **1'" and the “*5°" of **15"" in the **May 15, 1918”" date.

2)  The wider spacing between the P and ““H’" in “PHILA" on the

counterfeit as compared to the genuine.

3) The taller, narrower letters in ““I'IRST TRIP" on the genuine, which

are much wider and different in the counterfeit postmark.

4) The shape, length and spacing between the four bars on the right that

cancel the stamp.

Figure 4 illustrates both the genuine and the counterfeit New York back-
stamps. The genuine is on the left, the eounterfeit on the right. As with the
Figure 3 markings, practieally everything is different. But again, only the
more obvious variations will be deseribed as follows:
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Figure 2. One of the genuine Philadelphia-New York/ May 15, 1918 / First Trip covers.

1) The letter “*F " is entirely different in the genuine from the counter-
feit.

2)  All the numerals — 1, 4, 5, 8, 9 — are not the same.

3)  The thicker and slightly larger outside eirele on the counterfeit.

Never Known Before

This magazine in past articles by both its editor and assistant editor —
Henry M. Goodkind and Philip Silver — have written extensively on the genuine
and eounterfeit eancellations appearing on U.S. 1918 first day and first flight
covers (see the bibliography at the end of this article). Recently, the well-
known Nyack, N. Y. philatelic professional, Ezra 1. Cole, paid us some very
complimentary and unsolicited remarks. He said that the Goodkind and Silver
artieles on the U, 8. 1918 air mails had done for this popular issue what the
Stanley B. Ashbrook and Dr. Carroll Chase’s studies had achieved for the early
U. S. elassie stamps.

But with all of these past articles, not one mentioned a counterfeit ** Phila-
delphia-New York/ May 15, 1918/ First Trip™" cover. When the 50th anniver-
sary of the first United States air mail was being celebrated in May, 1968, 1
wrote an artiele for this quarterly magazine deseribing my 50 vears of experience
with the first air post stamp of the United States. During this span of a half
a century, I never knew or even heard of a counterfeit **Philadelphia-New
York/ May 15, 1918/ First Trip'’ cover with the 24¢ air mail stamp. The only
fakes known were those from New York to Washington that our assistant editor,
Philip Silver, had deseribed in Vol. XII, No. 4 of the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS.

Could it possibly be that these counterfeit Philadelphia-New York covers
had been made overseas and no specimens had ever been sent to the United
States?  Or were the fakes made in this country and then shipped abroad, where
they probably could be passed off easier as genuine than in Ameriea?

Aero Philatelist Annals
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Figure 3. (Left) The genuine May I5, 1918 Philadelphia cancellation and (right) the counterfeit.

These questions ecannot be answered at this time. Perhaps in the future,
similar fake Philadelphia-New York eovers will show up on the Ameriean stamp
market. But should this happen, actually what will it prove?

Fine Cooperation

As previously mentioned, Harmer's of London withdrew lot 747 from the
June 16-18, 1969 auetion sale. Also, as soon as doubt was cast upon the genuine-
ness of this lot 747 cover, Cyril Harmer had been so cooperative in sending me
photocopies of the postmarks on the front and back of the cover.

But the best way to determine the status of this cover would not be with
photocopies but throngh the study of the cover itself. Consequently, I again
wrote to Cyril Harmer inquiring if it would be possible to purchase this fake
Philadelphia-New York cover for a nominal price as a reference piece. He
replied that he would try and would contaet the owner, to whom the fake eover
had been returned, if he would be willing to sell this for a nominal priee.

Early in August another letter arrived from Cyril Harmer saying that he
was pleased to have been able to procure the fake cover for a nominal price and
was enclosing it in his letter.

Now, having the actual eover before me, 1 eould see that not only most all
of the letters and numerals in the postmarks differed greatly from those in the
genuine, but the ink varied from that on genuine covers. The fake cover’s ink
was a more dull gray black than seen on the genuine.

So far, this fake **Philadelphia-New York/ May 15, 1918/ First Trip"’
cover remains unique. But this is very difficult to believe. There should be
more. It seems so unlikely that only one eounterfeit was made.

But in general, with the growing popularity of first flight 1918 United
States air mail covers and, of course, the steady sharp inereases in prices, the
temptation for the counterfeiter becomes greater and greater.  As so often said:
““When there's money involved, the erooks will move in.”” Today’s eollectors,
therefore, must be very eareful before they buy first flight covers with the first
air post stamps of the United States. Fortunately, there are Expert Committees
like that of the Philatelic Foundation, New York, N.Y., whose services are
available.

Bibliography

(All articles are from the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS)

1. ““*Washington, D. C. First Flight Mail Flew to Philadelphia and New York
on May 16, 1918, by Henry M. Goodkind. Vol. XVI, No. 4.

2. “First U. 8. Air Mail 50 Years Old,”” by Henry M. Goodkind. Vol. XVI,
Nos. 2-3.
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Figure 4. (Left) The genuine New York backstamp and (right) the counterfeit.
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4. “Counterfeit May 15, 1918 First Trip Cancellation™ by Philip Silver.
Vol. XII, No. 4.

5. **Washington to New York May 15, 1918 First Trip Canecellations,”” by
Philip Silver. Vol. IX, No. 4.

6. “‘Fake Cancellations On The 16e¢ Green 1918 Air Mail Stamp,”” hy Philip
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TWO UNITED NATIONS AIR MAIL STAMP
BROCHURES STILL AVAILABLE

In conjunction with their co-sponsorship of the new United Nations
20 cent air mail stamp, issued on April 18, 1968, AERO PHILATELISTS
has again produced an attractive brochure to honor the occasion. Limited
to an edition of 300, the 8'4"” by 11” brochure contains both a first day
cover of the new stamp and a mint single. Pertinent information as to
the design and production are included in the text. The brochure is avail-
able for $2.00, with all net proceeds being donated to UNICEF.

Still available are a small quantity of the 1959 United Nations bro-
chures containing examples of three air mail postal stationery items
issued on September 21 of that year. Price: 3$2.00.

Remit to:

Aero Philatelists
22 East 35 Street
New York, N.Y. 10016
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
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AERO PHILATELISTS, Ine.
22 EAST 35th STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016

I hereby apply for admission to membership in AERO PHILATELISTS. Annual
du:u of 35.0‘? are remitted herewith and are to be returned to me if my application is
not accepted.

NAME

ADDRESS

Street

. -Citf. Town or Villagé - Zone . State

OCCUPATION
SPECIALIZING IN

REFERENCES
Each applicant is requested to furnish two references preferably philatelic.
References:

EXTRACTS FROM BY-LAWS, ARTICLE III—-MEMBERSHIP
Any person of good character interested in aero-philately, over the age of twenty-one.

and who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. Application for member-
ship shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues of $5.00
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UNITED STATES

Effective Date of the Zone Air Mail Rates
on the Transcontinental Government Route

By Philip Silver

First day cover eollecting has achieved a status in recent years that is
phenomenal. This area of philately has attracted many thousands of adherents
and, it is to the eredit of the society, to which many such collectors belong, that
it has given birth to several extremely fine reseavrch philatelists. Witness the
work of Mr. Richard H. Thompson of Lutherville, Maryland, a past president
of the American First Day Cover Society. His researches have helped to
establish a new date — June 30, 1934, now listed by Scott — as the first day
of issue of the six cent orange air mail stamp of 1934 (Scott C19). Prior to
his studies in eonnection with that stamp, it was believed the first day of issue
was July 1, 1934,

Air Mail Rate Covers

For the United States air mail specialist as, indeed, for those who also
colleet foreign air mail stamps, there is an interest somewhat akin to first day
covers. This is the eollecting of covers flown on the first day of an air mail
rate. As a eorollary, some colleet last day of rate covers. In the fiield of
UUnited States air mails, there have been a sufficient number of rate changes in
the slightly more than fifty-one yvear history of regular aiv mail serviee to make
this field an attractive specialty for many collectors.

Exactly ten years prior to the June 30, 1934 date established by Mr. Thomp-
son, there was an historie event in United States air mail serviee. This was
the opening of regular, transcontinental, air mail service between New York
and San Francisco. Stress is placed on the word “‘regular’ because many
other flights had been eompleted in the yvears prior to 1924, These were of an
experimental nature in an attempt to establish the necessary legs for the eventual
coast to eoast route.

On July 1, 1924, flights were made from New York to Chieago, Chieago to
Cheyenne, Wyoming and Cheyenne to San Franciseo. On that date, airplanes
of the governmental serviee also flew in the opposite direction: San Francisco
to Cheyenne, Chevenne to Chieago, Chicago to New York.

Rates for the various legs of this new, government, transcontinental serviee
had been established as follows:

between New York and Chicago — 8 eents an ounce
between New York and Chevenne — 16 eents an ounce
between New York and San Franciseco — 24 cents an ounee

Provision for these rates is eontained in an official ovder of the Post Office
Department :

“Order No. 713, June 30, 1924
Mail earried by airplane shall be fully prepaid with postage at the
rate of 8 eents an ounee or fraction thercof for each zone or part zone
in which mail is earried by plane, . . . and for rating of postage is divided
into three zones: (1) New York to Chicago. (2) Chieago to Cheyenne,
and (3) Cheyvenne to San Franeisco.™
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Conflicting Information

The above is taken from pp. 75, 76, POD Publieation 15, published by the
United States Post Offiece Department and entitled ** United States, Domestic
Postage Rates 1789-1956.°"

On page 25 of this same publication, there appears a table of domestic
postage rates. The pertinent information, which refers to the subjeet matter
of this article, is exeerpted as follows:

“Table 111 — DOMESTIC AIRMAIL

1918-1955
Date Rates
July 1, 1924 8 eents per ounce, per zone

Thus, in the official government publication, there appears to be a variance.
Order No. T13, quoted previously, is dated June 30, 1924, but it does not establish
an effective date. Table III, on the other hand, establishes the effective date
as July 1, 1924,

Other sourees of information were consulted. **The Dworak Speeialized
Catalog of U.S. and Canadian Air Mail Covers™ states the following in the
seetion on Rate Change Covers on page 185:

“First Day Three Zone Rate — July 1, 1924

Delf Norona, in his “*Cyelopedia of United States Postmarks and Postal
History,”” notes the P. 0. D, order of June 30, 1924, excerpts part of the infor-
mation given therein and then concludes:

“First flight of the 8 eent zone rate (July, 1924): The inaugural
flight of the continuous (day and night) transcontinental air mail
serviee, under the 8¢ zone rate, took place on July 1, 1924

The eonfusion, therefore, is traceable to the date of the first flight, July 1,
1924. No one questions the faet that the first flight at the Se per zone rate
took place on that date. But, was it the effective date of the new rate as well?
This writer thinks not.

Examination of a 1924 ecalendar indieates that June 30, 1924 was a Monday.
July 1, 1924, accordingly, was a Tuesday. Thus, one ean reason that the rate
took effect on Monday, the beginning of the work week. This, of eourse, is simply
cdueated conjecture,

Effective Dates Important

Examination of prior and later Post Office Department orders affecting the
mail serviee, indieates that effective dates for several rates are given as follows:

Bate Order No. Date of Order Effective Date
24¢ 1443 May 11, 1918 May 15, 1918
16Ge 1617 June 26, 1918 July 15, 1918
te 2415 Nov. 30, 1918 Dec. 15, 1918
2¢ 3336 July 18, 1919 July 18, 1919
Contraet 3817 Jan. 19, 1926 None!
He 7773 June 7, 1928 Aug. 1, 1928
Se 2564 June 7, 1932 July 6, 1932
e Aet of Congress, June 12, 1934 July 1. 1934

48 Stat. 933

(1) No effective date given. The first contract air mail flight took place on February 15,
1926.
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Mr. Harry A. Truby,
c/o Postmaster,
Few York City, N, Y.

AEROPLANE MAIL
TRANSCONTINENTAL ROUTE
LAST DAY 2¢ RATE

Figure |. Cover postmarked Chicago, June 30, 1924, franked with 2c Harding Memorial postage
stamp. Mr. Truby, who prepared this cover, believed this was the last date of the two-cent air
mail rate.

It will be noted that in all eases effective dates are given. In the matter
under diseussion, however, only the order of June 30, 1924 sets no effective date.

[ believe we may reason, accordingly, that the effective date of the new
rates is also the date of the order itself, June 30, 1924, If another effective date
had been intended, the order would have stated it. The confusion stems from
the faet that the first flights began one day later, on July 1, 1924, but this
simply means that the first day on which the rate was actually wsed was July 1,
1924,

Apparently, this confliet in the dates confused so eminent an air mail collee-
tor as Mr. Harry A. Truby, a past president of the American Air Mail Society.
The cover he had prepared (see Fig. 1) is postmarked June 30, 1924, franked
with the 2¢ imperforate Harding stamp (Secott 611) and bears a printed legend
in the lower left corner as follows:

“AEROPLANE MAIL
TRANSCONTINENTAL ROUTE
LAST DAY 2¢ RATE"

Actually, if the writer’s reasoning is correet, the rate on that date was
cight eents and the cover, which tflew from Chicago to New York. should have
heen rated six cents postage due,

Another cover (Fig. 2) is illustrated. This is also postmarked June 30,
1924 and is franked with the eight-cent air mail stamp (Seott C4). This was
the proper rate from New York to Chicago. The cover also has a July 1, 1924
postmark at upper left. This was applied to show the date on whieh the mail
was flown on the first trip from New York to Chieago of the new transcontinental
serviee,

This, then, is the writer’s thesis: the effective date of the cight-cent per
zone rate should be listed in the air mail eatalogues as June 30, 1924, As a
corollary, of course, the last day of the two-cent rate should be June 29, 1924,
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First And Last Day Air Mail Rates
Sinee many U. S, air mail collectors are coneerned with effective dates of

the several rates in effeet since the ineeption of the air mail seviee on May 15,
1918, there is appended a table of first and last days of the various domestic
rates of the United States air mail serviee:

24¢! May 15, 1918 July 14, 19182

16¢! July 15, 1918 December 14, 1918

Ge* December 15, 1918 July 17, 1919

2ct July 18, 1919 June 29, 1924

Be® June 30, 1924 January 31, 1927

10¢" July 1, 1925 January 31, 1927

10e” February 15, 1926 January 31, 1927

15¢® September 15, 1926 January 31, 1927

10¢* February 1, 1927 July 31, 1928

Hel® Aungust 1, 1928 July 5, 1932

Sel! July 6, 1932 June 30, 1934

Ge July 1, 1934 Mareh 25, 1944

8et* Mareh 26, 1944 September 30, 1946

Se Oectober 1, 1946 December 31, 1948

te January 1, 1949 July 31, 1958

Te August 1, 1958 January 6, 1963

Se January 7, 1963 January 6. 1968

10e January 7, 1968 still in effeet
POSTAL CARDS™

4e January 1, 1949 July 31, 1958

He August 1, 1958 January 6, 1963

be January 7, 1963 January 6, 1968

Se January 7, 1968 still in effect

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(8)

()

(10)

(11)
(12)

82

Per ounce or fraction thereof. Special delivery service was ineluded in the 24e and 16e
stamps.

July 14, 1918 was a Sunday on which no flights were seheduled. Thus, a last day of
flown use of the 24¢ stamp would be July 13, 1918,

December 15, 1918 was a Sunday. Since no flights were made on Sundays during this
period, the first day of flown wuse was Monday, December 16, 1918,

This was not strietly an air mail rate. The order of July 18, 1919 discontinued formal
air mail service. Mail was earried at the first class rate of two cents an ounce if space
wus available on the planes which continued to fly in order to establish the planned
transcontinental route,

Eight eents an ounce per zone.

This was the rate on the overnight serviee of the government route between New York
and Chieago.

The contract rate, as noted above, was effective on January 19, 1926, Sinee the first
contract flight took place on February 135, 1926 between the cities of Chicago, Cleveland
and Detroit, first flown eontraet covers must bear that latter date,

There was only one contract route that exceeded 1,099 miles in length. This was the
route between Seattle and Los Angeles (1,000 miles) first flown on September 15, 1926,
Ten ecents for a half-ounce regardless of distance and whether flown on a government
or eontract route. The twenty-cent air mail stamp (Seott ('9) was issned on January 25,
1927 to pay for a one-ounce letter and not, as has heen erroneously stated, to pay for a
contract route in excess of 1,500 miles.

The rate was five cents for the first ounce or fraction plus ten cents for each additional
ounce or fraction. This was the first instance where the rate for each additional ounee
was greater than for the first ounce.

The rate was eight cents for the first ounce or fraction plus thirteen ecents for each
additional ounce or fraetion,

This inerease did not affeet the rate of six cents per half-ounce established as of Decem-
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Figure 2. Cover postmarked New York June 30, 1924, franked with the eight-cent air mail stamp
(Scott C4) to pay the zone rate between New York and Chicago. Note additional postmark of
New York, N. Y. in upper left. This date, July |, 1924, was the date on which the first flights were
made on the newly established government transcontinental route.

ber 23, 1941 for air mail matter to or from personnel of the armed forees stationed
outside the continental United States.

(13) Prior to January 1, 1949, there was no air mail rate for postal cards, Postal eards, if
used, paid the same air mail rate as for letters.
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TO JOIN AERO PHILATELISTS
simply fill in the membership Application on Page 78 and mail to:
Aero Philatelists, 22 East 35 Street, New York, N.Y. 10016.
— —

THE HAWKER STAMP OF NEWFOUNDLAND
By Henry M. Goodkind

An exhaustive study of this famous stamp along with its companion issues such as the
Martinsydes. 23 pages are devoted to these aesro-philatelic gems along with 14 illustrations.
This handbook received most favorable reviews from the philatelic press all over the
world.
Price $1.00

Aero Philatelists, Inec. 22 East 35 Street New York, N. Y. 10016
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AERO PHILATELISTS HANDBOOKS

One Going, Two Gone

ONLY 4 AVAILABLE

Because of requests from many members, it has been a longtime
Eraciica to bind some parts of our publications soon after they have
een distributed. 50 copies of each number are bound together into
an attractive handbook. Usually, three volumes of the magazine are
bound and sold as a unit with an INDEX.

During 1968, the BLUE BOOK, the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS
Volumes | and 2, was sold out.

The BLACK BOOK, the AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS, [946-53,
Vols. 1-8 Complete with a separate Index, no longer is available. The
last copy was sold in January, 1969.

Furthermore, the stock of the RED BOOK, the AERO PHILA-
TELIST ANNALS Volumes 3-4-5, now is only 7. At the rate that the
books have been selling, the RED BOOK probably will be sold out

within a year or so.

Listed below are the books that are available.

AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS

Bound Volumes

Red Book Vol. 3-4.5 $15
Brown Book Vols. 6-7-8 §15
Green Book Vols. 9-10-11 $15
Beige Book Vols. 12-13-14 $15

Send order and remittance to:

Aero Philatelists

22 East 35 Street
New York, N.Y. 10016
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The results were beyond my expectations.” They invariably are when you sell through
Harmers, the International Auctioneers that charge you a little more but get you a
lot more. [Mrs. Pershing was the beneficiary of the "Daniel De Beixedon" Collections).
Request the detailed |6-page booklet "Modern Methods of Philatelic Auctioneering”

— it is post-free

H. R. Harmer, Inc.

The International Stamp Auctioneers

& West 48th Street, New York, N.Y. 10036
(212) 757-4460




Sanabria 1966
The World Airmail Catalogue

More than 1300 pages
7500 illustrations!

The new World Airmail Catalogue is now ready. This, the most inform-

ative

catalogue in the world, has been completely revised and updated.

Extras that you will get in the new Sanabria include:

lllustrations of all face different stamps . . . a help to all collectors and a
necessity for Topical collectors.

Souvenir sheets illustrated and priced.

Covers listed — of great importance; a stamp on cover can be worth many
times more than the same stamp off cover.

Quantities of stamps issued are given when known.
Proofs, essays and specimen are listed.

Many major listings in Sanabria do not appear until much later in other cata-
logues. Knowing these stamps from the outset can save many times the cost
of the catalogue. Examples:
The ltalian Colonies "Servicio di Stato' overprints were listed and priced at $17.50
each by Sanabria in the 1936 edition of the catalogue. These stamps, now worth
$500.00 each, were not listed by Scott until 1953,

The Scadta surcharges of Ecuador were listed in Sanabria back in 1936; Scott first

listed them in

Chile #1-5, listed in Sanabria in 1936, appeared in Scott in 1948.

The famous Earhart & Sarabia issues of Mexico were first included by Scott in 1956
. some twenty years after Sanabria had listed them.

The Air Fund issues of Turkey, in Sanabria since 1937, appeared in Scott for the first
fime in 19565,

There are more than 750 listings in Colombia alone which are not found in other cata.
logues. These facts speak for themselves . . . be informed . . . know your stamps.

Order riow ... PRICE $15.00

< amnalia
Ridgefield, Conn. 06877

Phone: (203) 438 -3763




