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My Stamps Were

SOLD BY
GREG MANNING
AUCTIONS

Sounds nice. And you can rely on the fact that the

financial results will be nice too.

Today's high market, added to our superior catalogue
production, professional lotting, and wide catalgue distribu-
tion all combine to make the sale of your stamps by Greg
Manning Auctions a logical choice for you when you de-

cide to sell.

And our very competitive commission rates mean more
money in your pocket—less in ours. 'Sold by Greg Manning

Auctions' doesn't only sound nice, it makes a lot of sense.

GREG MANNING AUCTIONS, INC.
76 South Orange Ave.
South Orange, N.J. 07079
Telephone: (201) 762-7660

“The firm collectors rely on”
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Roger G. Weili « Raymond H. Weill

RAYMOND H.WEILL CO.

407 Royal St., New Orleans, La. 70130
Telephone 581-7373 — Area Code 504
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EDGAR MOHRMANN’S
GREATEST AUCTION SALE
AUTUMN °’75

Mchrmann's Fall Sale proved to be the auction seasen's outstanding
event attracting a record international attendance.

Prices skyrocketed as investors vied with each other for top quality
material.

Total estimation of this, our 144th sale, same to an impressive $1,240,726
—the proceeds to an incredible $1,798,426! Only Edgar Mohrmann can
produce results such as this.

The Earl of Westray collection offered on the first day of the auction
drew 164 floor bidders. The material, estimated to be valued at $348,840,
fetched a dream figure of $985,909!

WHEN IT COMES TO PHILATELIC AUCTIONS

EDGAR MOHRMANN SETS THE STANDARD
When you wish to dispose of your TREASURES—naturally at TOP

PRICES—why not make use of our services.
We will be accepting entries for our International Spring Auction until
mid-January 1976. No LATER.
IMPORTANT NOTE FOR CUSTOMERS ABROAD
You can profit from our special agreement with the local customs auth-
orities. No Taxes, No Customs Formalities to undergo when you send your

stamps to:
EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO.

The Partner for Knowledgeable Collectors

D-2000 Hamburg 11 - Gr. Burstah 19 - Postfach 11 10 07
Telephone (040) 36 41 51/2 < Cables: EDMORO
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STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED
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StanGib Ltd.,
320 Fulton Ave., Hempstead, N.Y. 11550,
U.S.A. Tel. (JIB) 538 8866

S. G. Merkur, GmbH,
6 Frankfurt/Main Klingerstrasse 11,

West Germany, Tel. (0611) 28 7477.
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WANTED

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS
SINGLE RARITIES

as well as

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS

either for cash purchase

or to be broken up for our next international auction sale
for which we are going to prepare again our famous 27,000

catalogues

Please get in touck with

CORINPHILA 8023 ZURICH vitertana

Bahnhofstrasse 102 P.O.B.
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1.

What does
the ASDA
mean to you?

Here are eight beneficial answers:

Every member of the American Stamp Dealers’ Association has signed a
Code of Ethics and Pledge to promote fair trade practices and good rela—
tions with the public, assuring the collector of the highest standards of
ethics in all their dealings.

ASDA members offer a medium for trade through the outright purchase
or sale of individual stamps, covers and collections or by conducting public
auctions, or both.

The ASDA disseminates accurate and reliable philatelic information to the
collecting fraternity either through the medium of the public press or by
private means.

The ASDA and its members individually, assist recognized agencies of the
government in the prosecution of law violations relating to philately.

The ASDA and its chapters hold annual exhibitions for the benefit of the
hobby, to promote and encourage new collectors and educate the public
at large.

Advice and counsel is available from the members with respect to all
aspects of collecting and particularly with respect to purchase or sale of
valuable properties.

The ASDA has recommended a code of conditions for the conduct of
public auctions.

The American Stamp Dealers’ Association together with the American Phil-
atelic Society has formed a joint Expertization Committee which for the
first time in the history of philately offers the collector and dealer alike
a group of experts in every field of collecting who can authenticate rare
stamps with a certification of their true state.

A\

AMERICAN STAMP
DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC.

595 Madison Ave., New York, N.Y. 10022

November 1975
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FOR THE SERIOUS COLLECTOR
THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE CATALOGS AVAILABLE

MINKUS NEW WORLD WIDE CATALOGS

VOL. I: 1975/1976 (Available soon)

2,2000 page, 75,000 updated entries, 26,000 illustrations, price changes are deter-
mined by people who deal in pricing every single business day, Assembled by top
professional staff, supported by global contributors.

In this volume: U.S. and Possessions, British Commonwealth and Ireland, U. N., Latin
America, Mexico, Africa and Asia (including Mainland China). Over 2,200 pp. $16.50

VOL. ll: 1974/1975

This volume contains nearly 100,000 updated entries, accompanied by the new
thousands of clear illustrations necessary to illuminate them. The fitting companion to
Volume |: 1974.

In this volume: Europe, Colonies and Former Colonies worldwide, Occupations, Special
Zones, Vatican: 1900 BPl st $14.50 (est.)

Minkus 1976 New American Catalog

(Available soon)

Over 12,800 entries, 2,500 illustrations. Realistic current prices for singles, plate
blocks, sheets and First Day Covers. Includes commemoratives, regular issues, duck
stamps, postal savings, revenues, stationery, Confederates, possessions, U. N. 376 pp.

$ 7.50
330



THE MOST COMPLETE SUPPLEMENTS

FROM THE MOST CREATIVE PUBLISHERS

MINKUS

1975

SUPPLEMENT

for Supreme Global
and Master Global
Stamp Albums

544 PAGES
FULLY ILLUSTRATED

ALSO PUNCHED 10 FIT:
OMPREHENSIVE STAMP ALBUM
DE STAMP ALBUM

THE C
THE NEW WORLD W1

Published bt
: A TIONS. INC
winkus PUBLICYICT

; .

Minkus Publications brings you the 1975 Supplement to the world-renowned Minkus
Supreme Global and Master Global Albums. Bring these superior albums up to date
with 544 fully illustrated extra pages. And update your Minkus Comprehensive and
New World Wide Stamp Albums as well, since these pages are punched to fit
them all. This is the very top in supplements, now in its twenty-third year of dom-
inance.

Available soon, complete with protective box ... . $7.95

All merchandise available at leading dealers across the nation and the department of these
fine stores:

ATLANTA—Rich’s PARAMUS, N. J.—Gimbels
BALTIMORE—Hutzler’s PHILADELPHIA—Gimbels
BOSTON—Jordan Marsh PITTSBURGH—Kaufmann’s
CHEVY CHASE—Woodward & Lothrop PORTLAND—Meier & Frank

CHICAGO—Marshall Field & Co.
CINCINNATI—Pogue’s
CLEVELAND—The Higbee Co.
COLUMBUS—Lazarus
DENVER—May-D & F Co.
DETROIT—J. L. Hudson Co.

RICHMOND—Thalhimer’s
ROCHESTER—Sibley’s

SAN ANTONIO—Joske’s of Texas
SAN FRANCISCO—The Emporium
SANTA ANA, CA.—Bullock’s
SEATTLE, WASH.—The Bon Marche

GARDEN CITY, N.Y.—Gimbels SHERMAN OAKS, CA.—Bullock’s
HARTFORD—G. Fox SKOKIE, ILL.—Marshall Field & Co.
OUSTON—Foley’s ST. LOUIS, MO.—The Famous Barr
DIANAPOLIS—L. S. Ayres VALLEY STREAM, N.Y.—Gimbels
LWAUKEE, WISC.—Gimbels WASHINGTON—Woodward & Lothrop
EW ORLEANS—Maison Blanche WESTCHESTER, N.Y.—Gimbels
EW YORK—Gimbels, Gimbels East

I
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at Public Auction

portions of

JOHN GRAVES

Collection
of

UNITED STATES
Postal Stationery

including unlisted envelopes and rarities

to be sold in January 1976

Catalog Free on request
(prices realized after the sale $1.)

Earl P.L. Apfelbaum Inc.

1819 JOHN F. KENNEDY BOULEVARD : (215) 567-5200
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19103 =~
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0 CanYou Collect N

US/BNA Stamps

without the New Harris Catalog?

Not very easily!

Since H. E. Harris & Co., SELLS the
1.50 s 181818 EITION stamps in its catalog, the listings are actual
CTAMPS United States retail prices. Mint and used singles, blocks,
N United Nations and plate blocks are included. Since the

: Canada e catalog is published twice a year, the prices
and Provinces are current.

The Harris Catalog is complete (except
for rarities) even though it sells for only $1.50
at your local store. This means it lists every
stamp of the United States, and its posses-
sions, plus Canada and all its provinces, plus
United Nations, So even if you use it only to
| identify your stamps, it is well worth the
tiny price.

The Harris US/BNA catalog has a
distinguished history — it has been published
continuously by “The World’s Largest Stamp
Firm” for over 40 years. It is authoritative,
too; dealers as well as collectors know it is
THE most accurate price guide to the
volatile US/BNA stamp market.

If you need any other reasons to
buy the new 1975-76 Harris US/BNA
Catalogue (ON SALE NOW!), consider
these: Handy digcst size, 218 value-
packed pages, mint sheets, First Day
Covers, U. S. Stamp Identifier,
supplies for collectors, etc., etc., etc., . . -

AT YOUR DEALER’S OR DIRECT
BY MAIL FROM PUBLISHER

ot e m—— e meT SR IS e DTS 0N T e S e OIS GSEIT SR IS WS SR S TS Gmmm M e e e e e e e
H. E. HARRIS & CO., INC., US/BNA Dept., Boston, Mass. 02117

Please RUSH me, the NEW 1975-76 EDITION of your 218 page catalog,
UNITED STATES STAMPS, U.S. POSSESSIONS, UNITED NATIONS,
PLUS CANADA & PROVINCES, including the U.S. Stamp Identifier,
etc. | am enclosing $1.50 plus 50¢ postage and handling.

Name
Address

'i—_I] City, State, Zip Jf__
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HICKS SLAWSON

LILLY MALCOLM
SIMPSON WEATHERLY
NEINKEN CLIFFORD
BINGHAM DIKE

KOHN MATTHIES

BAKER PARKER
MACKEY DOWNING
WISEMAN BLAKE

FAULSTICH NEWBURY

KRUG SEYMOUR

These are the names of just a few of the important philatelists whose special-
ized collections we have sold. There are hundreds of others, many desiring
anonymity.

THERE'S A REASON WHY WE HAVE BEEN ENTRUSTED WITH THE
SALE OF THEIR SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS AND THE REASON IS
SIMPLY THIS!

We know what we’re doing!

It takes years of experience and the knowledge acquired over those years to
be able to give proper treatment in full measure to such important collec-
tions. We possess these requirments and it is something to keep in mind when
the time comes for the disposal of your specialized collection, to say nothing
of your holdings in straight material. Informative brochure sent on request.

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, Inc.
120 EAST 56th STREET NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022
TEL. (212) 753-6421 ESTABLISHED 44 YEARS
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Editorial

Help Wanted!

As reports reach the United States
from international stamp exhibitions
held in foreign nations each year —
especially those held on the European
continent — Americans are astonished
to read about the magnificence of the
shows and the incredibly large number
of visitors who pay admission fees to
enter them.

In 1974 we witnessed the Swiss
INTERNABA held at Basel in the
Trade Fair Complex and STOCK-
HOLMIA, staged a few months later,
in the Swedish capital. This year it
was ESPANA °75, which filled two
immense halls of the Exposition Park
of Madrid. That was followed by
ARPHILA °75, which also filled two
large exhibition halls in Paris, the
Grand Palais and Galleries Nationales.

At all four, as was the case at other
“internationals” during the last decade,
attendance was reckoned in six-figure
totals that delighted the organizers and
surprised visitors from our shores.

What is the reason for such
phenomenal success? We believe the
answer is 'simple. Governmental sup-
port! ‘

While it is true that an international
stamp show financed by volunteer
contributions and normal income
revenues from advertising, admission
fees and frame and booth rentals can
turn in a financial profit when profes-
sionally organized — as has been the
case in the United States and, until
PHILYMPIA, in England — it can do
much better in every way when a gov-
ernment is willing to underwrite the
advance expenses and operating costs
of such a show.

Back in 1947, the Centenary Inter-
national Philatelic Exhibition, at Grand
Central Palace in New York, the
fourth sponsored (and financed) by
the Association for Stamp Exhibitions,
attracted 204,000 visitors who paid
admission to see the three-floor phila-
telic wonderland. When the books
were audited, the ASE found a juicy
$34,000 surplus after all expenses had
been paid.

336

This amount, plus a decade of ac-
crued interest, made it possible for the
1956 (FIPEX) organizing committee
to repay guarantors despite a loss of
more than $30,000 in running that
show. Not a bad record in the main.

However, let’s take a look at Spain.
That country, encouraged by the suc-
cess of its two previous international
exhibitions — the centenary of 1950,
and the First International Philatelic
Exhibition and Congress held in Bar-
celona in 1960 — pulled out all stops
to undertake a third in commemora-
tion of the 125th anniversary of its
first adhesive stamps. During the plan-
ning stage, four different government
ministries supplied the capital with
which the officials of the Fabrica Na-
cional de Moneda y Timbres put it
together. With that kind of guarantee,
it was not hard to get the cooperation
of various philatelic societies and the
national federation in the myriad tasks
of laying the groundwork for the show.

Those of us who were in a position
to see the preparatory work were
staggered. The six pre-show prospectus
brochures were masterpieces of phila-
telic literature; their articles covered
subjects of lasting reference value;
their magnificent color illustrations
were unbelievably beautiful.

No expense was spared in develop-
ing the interest of potential exhibitions,
booth holders and those who would
buy 25-peseta admission tickets. Those
of us who know a bit about exhibition
expenses calculated that the Spanish
Government must have spent in excess
of $1.7 million before the doors of the
Crystal Palace opened.

It paid off!

Half a dozen hours before opening,
Spaniards formed long lines in an
effort to get into the show. They
weren’t interested in the precious
treasures with which the 5,000 large
frames were filled. They wanted to buy
catalogues containing black proofs of
the souvenir stamps as well as the
sheetlets and other commemorative
stamps issued for the exhibition, plus



getting the different postal markings
applied to covers on each of the 10
days. Simple arithmetic indicated that
the Spanish Government doubled the
money it spent in staging the huge
show.

Why Washington has not yet
realized the potentials of international
stamp exhibitions only our govern-
ment can explain. In recent years the
Postal Service has spent substantial
sums to rent booths for the sale
abroad, of its stamps, packets and
other merchandise. Also to host lavish
receptions and cocktail parties for
officers and visitors to such shows as
INTERNABA, THEMBELGICA,
STOCKHOLMIA, ESPANA, AR-
PHILA and others.

Yet, financial support of interna-
tional shows held in the United States
has been nil or minimal. In 1947, for
instance, Washington specified pre-
cisely what it wanted at CIPEX.
Although they got vast footage with-
out cost, they didn’t give a thin dime
towards the construction of facilities
to display their exhibits, sell their
stamps, souvenir sheets and postal
stationery, footage which cost the or-
ganizing committee in excess of
$50,000. In connection with the up-
coming INTERPHIL, much was made
(via press releases) that “for the first
time the Postal Service was financially
supporting an international show in
the United States.” That “support,” as
far as is presently known, consists of
a contract to pay $52,000 for the
rental of space to display material from
the Postal Service, the Bureau of En-
graving and Printing, the Smithsonian
Institution, the National Archives, the
American Bank Note Company, and
the Congressional Library. (It also
includes the space to be used by the

Postal Service for the sale of INTER-
PHIL stamps and other merchandise
to visitors.)

Considering that the INTERPHIL
budget runs approximately half a mil-
lion dollars, it seems to us that 10%
is far too small a percentage for a
government as important as ours on
the international scene to contribute.

Indeed, we do not feel that this truly
is a “contribution.” Actually it is pay-
ment for facilities provided. If the
Postal Service can’t recoup as much,
or more than this modest figure
through its sales, it will be a surprise.
As a matter of fact, dealers who take
booths or “super” booths, will be pay-
ing considerably more per square foot
of space to sell their merchandise.

We look forward to the day — and
we hope to live to see it — when inter-
national shows in the United States
will be visualized by our government
in the same light as foreign shows are
by our brethren abroad. Such exhibi-
tions are much more than mere
gatherings of stamp collectors; they
are functions which not only attract
visitors to our shores and showcase
our nation, but serve as instruments of
the interantional goodwill so desper-
ately needed in these days of uncer-
tainty. No one doubts or disputes the
fact that America is one of — if not
THE — heart of stampdom today. In-
ternational shows, then, ought not to
be the obligation of stampdom’s pri-
vate sector. It rightfully should be the
responsibility of our federal govern-
ment, especially those departments,
agencies and bureaus that have as big
a stake in American prestige as the
collectors who enjoy our avocation
and annually help decrease Postal
Service deficits.

(EAK)

November 19
December 5

December 17

1975 PROGRAM AND CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Exhibits Open 7:30 P.M.

Meetings Convene at 8:00 P. M.

— A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A STAMP DEALER—
Stephen W. Braham, Hounslow, Middlesex, England

— SWITZERLAND POSTAGE DUE PROCEDURES—
Werner K. Elias, Jamaica, New York

— BOARD OF GOVERNORS OPEN HOUSE

November 1975
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Letters to the Editor

The Siberian AEF

I would like to particularly com-
mend the CCP for publishing the
outstanding study by David Opperman
of the Covers of the Siberian AEF in
the July issue.

Almost 40 years ago the American
Philatelic Society published an excel-
lent study of this material by Harold
M. Metzger and the War Cover Club
many years ago published excellent
material by both Delf Norona and
C. D. Brenner. None of this material
is easily available today and the sub-
ject badly needed updating and current
availability.

This is a particularly interesting
area of US postal history because it
throws light on the origin and basis of
the “cold war” that has involved all of
us for so long.

The particularly unusual and valu-
able touch that Opperman has added
are the Tables #1 and #3 which
roughly indicate the quantity of each
postal and censor marking that exist
today. Years of correspondence and
study of covers and Xerox copies of
covers went into these two small
tables. While admitedly not complete
they are complete enough to be of
enormous value to any student of the
subject.

If there are any collectors who have
done this type of availability research
in any area of postal history let us
hope that they will be inspired by Mr.
Opperman’s study of the Siberian
AEF to share their valuable know-
ledge with us through the pages of the
Collectors Club Philatelist.

Chester S. Forrest
New York, N.Y.

Class of 1975
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H. D. S. Haverbeck .

Ira Zweifach ... ..
Ernest Wilkens . . e A g
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H. D. S. Haverbeck
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Robert P. Odenweller

John R. Boker, Jr.

THE COLLECTORS CLUB
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1975 Officers

o President
...Vice-President
Secretary

.....Treasurer

Governors
Class of 1976
Herbert J. Bloch
John R. Boker, Jr.
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Louis Grunin

Class of 1977
Joseph Foley
Ernest A. Kehr
Abbot Lutz

F. Burton Sellers
Bernard D. Harmer Philip Silver

Ernest Wilkens Ira Zweifach

Trustees
H. D. 8. Haverbeck Philip Silver



PERFORATED INSIGNIA

The Story of Joseph Sloper and British Perfins

By Floyd A. Walker

3 FooTAGE

2 e

HoNE P

Figure 1.

Whether you look upon Perfins as an abomination or a blessing, their

history is a fascinating one . .

It should surprise no one that an
Englishman was responsible for begin-
ning the practice of perforating post-
age stamps for identification purposes.
After all, the postage stamp itself
originated in England and the English
are used to making postal and phila-
telic history.

Floyd A. Walker is a former college
English and journalism instructor. He
is currently a technical editor for the
Benedix Corporation. He is also sec-
retary and librarian of the Perfins Club
of the United States and a former
editor of the “Perfin Club Bulletin.”
His article is from the forthcoming
book, “The Perfins of Great Britain,”
published by Dr. Harvey Tilles of
High Point, N. C.

November 1975

Perfins (a word coined from
PERForated INSignia) or, if one
prefers the older term SPIFS (from
Stamps Perforated with [Initials of
FirmS), have proven to be a good
idea, both postally and philatelically.

The idea apparently came from an
inventive British businessman named
Joseph Sloper, but it was not Sloper
who proposed the idea to the British
Post Office. That honor goes to a
member of the firm of Copestake,
Moore, and Crampton, drapery mer-
chants, of London.

To understand the firm’s proposal,
one must first understand a bit of
British history — philatelic and social.
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Shortly after their introduction in
1840, postage stamps were recognized
as not only a convenient way to pre-
pay postage but also as a very prac-
tical way to transmit small sums of
money. In recognition of this practice
(the idea of a postal money order had
not yet occurred to anybody), the
Post Office was authorized to purchase
unused postage stamps from indi-
viduals who presented them at postal
windows.

This was too much of a temptation
for some people. In the days when a
penny could buy a meal, a penny post-
age stamp was worth stealing. Junior
clerks and office boys in some of the
larger firms found that they could
supplement their incomes by pilfering
from the postage box. And the young
messengers hired to carry mail to the
nearest postal branch office found that
they could, with a little practice, re-
move the stamps from the envelopes
they were carrying. More than a few
envelopes wound up in the Thames
after they had been relieved of their
stamps.

One of the first organizations to try
to stop the theft of stamps was the
Oxford Union Society. The Society
was founded in 1825 as a debating
and social organization and almost
from its beginning, membership in the
OUS was considered an important
social and political advantage.

The OUS operated a club where
members could use its library and, in
its writing room, make use of free
stationery and free postage. Needless
to say, more than a few members
made use of this privilege and the an-
nual postage bill of the Society ap-
proached 500 pounds in some years.
The Society’s postage box was a very
tempting target for pilferers.

In 1859, the Society applied for and
received permission to print the initials
0.U.S. between two wavy lines on the
face of stamps used by them. (Fig. 1).
Thus, they became the first group to
have official permission to place a
security endorsement on the face of a
postage stamp. Whether it was the first
in fact is not determined. Other firms’
overprints are found on earlier issues,
but their exact place in the chronology
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of security endorsements is not firmly
established.

A few other organizations took ad-
vantage of the ruling and overprinted
their postage with initials or names,
but the Post Office quickly discour-
aged the idea. Overprinting smacked
of advertising and official sanction was
withdrawn.

In 1866, however, J & C Boyd and
Company, warchousemen, requested
permission to print the firm’s name on
the reverse of postage stamps — be-
fore the gum was applied. The Post
Office approved the proposal and thus
generated what is known as the official
underprint.

The underprints were applied by
Perkins, Bacon, and Company and the
cost was paid by the firms having the
work done. Only five firms took ad-
vantage of the official privilege (Fig.
2).

J.&C. W. H. SMITH  COPESTARE,
MOORE,
BOYD & CO.  AND s0K, c\pprona co.

7 PRIDAY ST, 186, STRAND. LONDON.

0.U.S.

Figure 2.

However, there were a number of
unofficial underprints — those applied
on top of the gum (Fig. 3). Much of
these were washed away when the
stamp was moistened, but the practice
did protect many firms from the loss
of postage to burglars and office pil-
ferers. It did not, however, stop office
employees who chose to mail personal
letters with company postage.

It might be well here to take a mo-
ment to discuss the term security en-
dorsement and to say a word about
the reliability of ine records available
to us.

A security endorsement is anything
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Figure 3. Unofficial underprints — applied on top of the gum
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that prevents the misuse of any piece
of official paper — from a postage
stamp to a bill of exchange. In its
broadest sense, the term security en-
dorsement embraces such things as
watermarks and the use of special inks
and papers.

But for the purposes of this discus-
sion, the term applies only to those
additions or alterations made to postal
paper to prevent misuse. These include
overprints (the application of some
sort of marking to the face of a
stamp), underprints (the addition of
some sort of marking on the reverse
of a stamp — either before or after
the gum is applied), and the more
popular perforation of a set of initials
or a name or a design into the stamp
itself (Perfins).

It is almost impossible to assign
specific dates to various events in the
history of security endorsements be-
cause of a lack of extensive research
into its history and because of the
destruction, during the London blitz
of World War II, of a tremendous
body of research material.

Throughout this discussion, then,
the information presented is based on
considerable reading by the author and
on a certain degree of faith in some
sources of information over others.

Following the first uses of overprints
and underprints, the Post Office often
had second thoughts about them. They
did sometimes cross the fine line be-
tween security endorsements and ad-
vertising, and the Post Office discour-
aged other businesses from adopting
either method of marking stamps.

In 1867, however, the firm of Cope-
stake, Moore, and Crampton was the
victim of a major theft of stamps from
its Plymouth branch. Shortly after-
ward, the firm wrote to the British
Post Office proposing that it be allowed
to perforate its postage stamps with
the letters S. C., the initials of its
senior partner. The firm argued that
the initials by themselves would in-
stantly identify its postage but at the
same time would not in any way con-
stitute advertising.

The brains behind the proposal
probably was a man by the name of
Joseph Sloper.

Little is known about Sloper’s early
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life. He was born in 1812 or 1813
(pick a source and get a date!) and
apparently was trained in the building
trades as a youth, although he later is
referred to as a civil engineer.

He was an imaginative man. Several
of his inventions won him patents
from the government. One patent was
for a ventilating system for mines, an-
other was a check protector which in-
volved the use of a primitive perf-
orator.

In 1868, Sloper patented a machine
for perforating railway tickets as a
means of controlling their use. The
next year he patented a more sophisti-
cated version of the machine — this
one capable of perforating a date into
the tickets.

It apparently was spin-off of this
railway ticket perforator that got
Sloper into the stamp perforating
business. Whether it was Sloper who
sold Copestake, Moore, and Crampton
on the idea or it was Copestake,
Moore, and Crampton which recog-
nized the new value in Sloper’s per-
forator isn’t known for sure. It was,
however, the Copestake firm which
first contacted the postal authorities
with the proposal.

The firm asked the authorities for
permission to underprint or to per-
forate the stamps which came to them
in the form of small remittances.

In typical bureaucratic fashion the
authorities granted permission for the
official underprinting, but overlooked
the request for permission to per-
forate. But the Copestake firm was not
easily put off and the following year
they wrote postal authorities again,
this time sending along a few samples
of postage stamps perforated with the
initials S. C.

This time the authorities officially
denied the request on the grounds that
the perforations might tend to hide
faint cancellations and thus make the
stamps usable again.

This time Copestake, Moore, and
Crampton turned to Sloper for help
and it was Sloper who sought and won
a personal interview with the postal
officials. Just what was said during
that interview is unknown, but what
followed could have been the result
either of a misunderstanding on



Sloper’s part or a good old-fashioned
case of British moxie.

On February 15, Sloper wrote the
authorities saying that he had ex-
amined the perforator the Copestake
firm wished to use and found that it
did not interfere with the cancellation.
As a result, he said, he had notified
them that the Postmaster-General had
no objection to the use of the per-
forations. He added that the firm was
extremely pleased at the decision and
that one or two other firms were also
planning to use the perforating system
for their own postal protection.

The reaction from postal authorities
was swift and firm. Sloper was sum-
moned to a meeting and told in no un-
certain terms that the Postmaster
General had not approved his proposal
and that he was not acting with the
government’s blessing.

The rebuff slowed Sloper only a
little. Almost immediately he wrote
Francis Scudamore, second secretary
to the Postmaster General.

Walbrook House

27 Feby 1868
Sir:
Pardon me for again intruding on your
time in reference to the marking of
postage stamps, but I learned at my
interview with Mr. Parkhurst, the 24th
inst., that I had not obtained your
sanction for Initialling Postage Stamps
so fully as I flattered myself to have
done, and as I reported to Messrs.
Copestakes.
I am anxious not to appear to act
without your concurrence which will
be fully justified by the single fact of
the assistance it affords in preventing
the re-issue of stamps when once
obliterated. My system renders abhor-
tive all attempts at effacing the ob-
literating stamp with a view to its
re-use, as it would be rubbed into the
perforations.
It is also conceded by the leading
firms and Public Companies in Lon-
don, that it is the only effectual
method of protecting them from rob-
bery of stamps by their employees.
I shall feel particularly obliged if you
would honor me with a reply, however
brief, at your earliest convenience, in
order that I might assure my numerous
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clients, that this system meets with no
opposition from the Post Office
authorities.

I beg to recommend the enclosed re-
ference to your consideration.

I have the honour to be

Sir

Your most obedient humble Servant
Joseph Sloper

The enclosure was a clipping from
the Manchester Examiner which told
of the charging of one John Howarth,
a provision dealer, with receiving
stolen postage stamps. A search of
Howarth’s quarters had uncovered
nearly 8,000 postage stamps with a
face value of nearly 36 pounds. The
judge, said the article, had remanded
the prisoner to custody for a week
while an investigation was made.

The letter and its enclosure put Mr.
Scudamore on the spot. Sloper had
asked for a definite yes or no. Scuda-
more asked two other officials to in-
vestigate the subject and make recom-
mendations, but the two officials dis-
agreed and it was left to Scudamore to
cast the deciding vote —in favor of
Sloper’s method! On the 11th of
March Scudamore reported to the
Duke of Montrose, then Postmaster
General. On the 13th an assistant
wrote to Sloper as follows:

Sir:

The Postmaster-General has had
under consideration your letter of
27th ultimo, and His Grace desires me
to inform you that under the circum-
stances, he will not object to the per-
foration of postage stamps in the man-
ner described by you, with a view to
protect merchants and others, as far
as possible, from the theft of stamps
used by them.

Although the letter hardly contained
a glowing endorsement of Sloper’s
idea, it did contain an element that the
postal authorities did not intend to
give away. Since Sloper had a patent
on the machinery used to perforate
the stamps, the postal authorities had,
in effect, given Joseph Sloper a mon-
opoly almost equal to that enjoyed by
the Post Office itself. It had endorsed
the use of perforated insignia on post-
age stamps and there was only one
man in the country who could perform
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Figure 4.

POSTAGE AND OTHER STAMPS, &c
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Joseph Sloper’s price list. Sloper had a monopoly and could revise prices up—



the service — Joseph Sloper!

A year later, the Post Office
Circular of March 1, 1869, officially
informed local postmasters of the ap-
proval of Sloper’s perforating system.
In consequence of representations
made to the Post Office by various
firms in their employ, the Department
has recommended that the name or
initials of Firms, etc, be perforated
through the stamps so that, inasmuch
as the Sale of such stamps would be
thereby rendered difficult, the tempta-
tion to steal them might be lessened
or altogether removed. Postmasters
will take care not to purchase any
postage stamps so marked which may
be offered to them for sale.

Sloper, of course, had already been
busy promoting his new invention and
his new business to everyone who
would listen. His ads spoke glowingly
of his invention, of the government’s
interest in it, of the government’s
permission to use it, and of the bene-
fits bound to come to those who made
use of his new method of security
endorsement. There was just a bit
of the old-fashioned medicine-show
barker in Joseph Sloper.

He prepared and published many

advertisements. Across the list of prices
on one (Fig. 4), he wrote “This has
been revised.” For the first three and
a half years of his new business,
Sloper was able to revise prices up-
ward at will. Sloper had a monopoly
and he had an invention that people
wanted. It was an enviable position
for any businessman.

Actually, Sloper made money in two
ways. He took advantage of a govern-
ment discount, called poundage, which
entitled purchasers of large quantities
of stamps to a 1-percent discount from
face. Sloper also made money on the
perforating itself. He would either
perforate stamps for a fee and supply
them to purchasers, or he would make
a perforator and provide it to firms
who wished to perforate their own
stamps. Most businesses had Sloper do
the work because under that plan
Sloper made no charge for the die he
made.

At first, Sloper’s dies were quite
plain — consisting generally of the
initials of a firm or of an individual.
But the Post Office had left an open-
ing for creating, in its ruling in favor
of perforating, “the name or initials of
firms, etc.” Although the Post Office

Figure 5.
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continually tried to stop blatant ad-
vertising from appearing on stamps,
it was not always successful. Firm
names appeared quite soon, and after
Sloper’s patents ran out and others
began perforating stamps, the range of
creativity in Perfins broadened con-
siderably (Fig. 5).

One of Sloper’s most interesting dies
provides a direct link between printed
and perforated security endorsements.
Copestake, Moore and Crampton used
underprints as well as Perfins to
identify their stamps, and it was their
habit to prepare large quantities of
postage at one time. Thus, sometime
around 1876 when the firm’s name
changed to Copestake, Hughes and
Crampton, they were faced with a
dilemma. What to do with the huge
amount of underprinted stamps bear-
ing the old firm name that were still
on hand?

Sloper designed a special perforator
die with the initials of the new firm in
two lines separated by a ‘“box” which
was to be placed in such a way as to
hide the “Moore” of the original un-
derprint (Fig. 6).

COPESTAKE,
MOORE,
CRAMPTON, & CO,,
Wonvon,
Figure 6.

Examples of this dual underprint/
Perfin are rather scarce, but they are
tremendously interesting because of
the story they tell.

Sloper’s monopoly ended on August
31, 1872, with the expiration of his
basic patents. Although he attempted
to update his machinery and get new
patents, the floodgates were opened
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and competitors cut heavily into his
business. As the competition multi-
plied, profits dwindled. Soon Sloper
was reduced to perforating stamps
virtually for free —relying on the
1-percent discount he got from the
government to make a profit on his
business.

In 1877 even that profit was cut
deeply by a Post Office ruling that
poundage would no longer be allowed
to persons not actually in the employ
of the Post Office. Sloper applied to
the postal authorities for permission to
be made an exception to the ruling.
His appeal was turned down, but a
sympathetic official did suggest that
Sloper solve his problem by opening a
branch Post Office in his own offices.
By operating a branch Post Office, he
could buy his stamps at a discount and
continue his business.

But business continued to decline.
In 1883, when the Post Office abol-
ished the discount entirely (and raised
postal salaries), Sloper ceased to be
even a major supplier of perforated
postal paper in London. A number of
his competitors were as large or larger
than the Sloper firm.

Far from making a great deal of
money from his invention, Sloper died
(in 1890) a relatively poor man —
with an estate of less than 200 pounds.
His business was taken over by his
two sons and is still in operation in
London.

The history of the Sloper firm has
been somewhat clouded by the destruc-
tion heaped on London during World
War II. It was only during those years
that serious interest in Perfins began.

Men such as F. Hugh Vallencey,
Charles Bein, John Nelson, Charles
Jennings, and others, actually got in-
terested in perforated insignia during
those years. But it was during the
blitz that many of the important
records of the Sloper firm were de-
stroyed. It is unfortunate that interest
in Perfins, and in Sloper, does not
significantly pre-date the war years.
Our knowledge of the subject likely
would be greater.

The records which do exist some-
times prove confusing. For a time it



was felt that the first British Perfin
was that of T. J. Allman of 463 Ox-
ford Street. This was because of a
misinterpretation of Sloper’s records.
As Charles Jennings explained in an
article in the March 1973 Perfins
Bulletin:

There is no doubt that the first die
for application to stamps was prepared
for Copestake Moore and Company in
1867. Some confusion is caused, how-
ever, by Sloper’'s own records which
show T. J. A. as first on his list. This
is because of a subsequent date. About
1875, Sloper commenced his register
and listed his clients alphabetically
and not chronologically. Thus T. J.
Allman is first in his records while
Copestake Moore and Company are
20th.

Jennings continued:

There remains a possibility, as yet
unproved, that one of the concerns for
whom Sloper produced dies to cancel
cheques may have unofficially used his
die at an earlier date to safeguard
their stamps.

The story of Joseph Sloper is not
complete without at least a brief men-
tion of Sloper’s activities in Europe.

Belgium approved the use of per-
forations for security purposes in 1872
and in 1878, Denmark, France, Ger-
many, and Switzerland all followed

suit. Sloper was instrumental in each
approval to some degree, and most
certainly Sloper provided many of the
perforators used in Europe during the
carly years.

Sloper’s perforators can be traced to
a certain extent by his use of rather
distinctive ampersands. The use of the
ampersands to help indentify Sloper
dies is discussed in an article by
Czechoslovakian specialist  Vojtech
Maxa in the November/December
1972 Perfins Bulletin. Maxa writes
about an 1879 usage of a Paget/ &
Co/Wien Perfin on an Austrian stamp.
He takes note of the flat-headed am-
persand and concludes that the die
was most likely made by Sloper.

Maxa also makes other observations
about Sloper dies. They are outstand-
ing on European stamps because they
provide crisp, clean, and even perfora-
tions. The letters are evenly spaced,
and in most instances avoid defacing
the portrait of the ruler on the stamp.
In other words, Sloper dies are the
work of a professional —in sharp
contrast to the rather crude early
European-made dies. They and the
thousands of tiny insignia created by
his perforators remain as a tribute to
his imagination, daring, inventiveness
and business acumen.
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By Harrison D. S. Haverbeck

THE LONG WAY TO TIBET

The Chinese stamp on the cover
depicted here is the 10c ultramarine
of the 1905-10 Waterlow dragon de-
sign (Scott #129). It paid the postage
on a letter that was carried from Urga,
Mongolia, to Tibet in 1911. The route
used for the journey went from Urga
to Peking, thence to Shanghai, from
Shanghai to Hong Kong, Hong Kong
to Calcutta and from there through
India to Tibet.

The dating shows the following
time periods. It was posted at Urga on
the first of April, 1911, but when it
arrived at Peking is not clear. It
reached Shanghai on the 16th of May
and moved out on the 17th and got to
Hong Kong five days later on the
22nd. It did not get to Calcutta until
June S5th. It then went from Calcutta
to a Base Office at Siliguri, arriving on
the 10th of June. The final postmark
is that of the Indian Postal Agency at
Gyatse, Tibet (“Gyantse Tibet — Sili-
guri Base”) and is dated June 14,
1911.

To my knowledge this is the only
cover known to philatelists which has
traveled over this route. It is a very
uncommon usage of a stamp which
the Scott Catalogue prices at seven
cents used.

The address side of the envelope is
also illustrated here in the hope that
among our readers is someone who
will translate what it says.



The New York-Chicago
Chicago-New York
Flights of September 1918

A CATALOG CORRECTION
By Philip Silver

i

A “Gardner” cover postmarked, Chicago, Sept. 10, 1918. It is backstamped, “New York,
Sept. 11, 1918, 5 A. M.”

When Volume 1 of the newly pub-
lished fifth edition of the American
Air Mail Catalogue arrived recently,
I examined it carefully to see if my
suggestions for changes in the U.S.
Government Flight Section had been
accepted. As a contributing editor to
that section, I had submitted addi-
tional information developed on the
May 15, 1918 flights plus changes for

Philip Silver, former Deputy Comp-
troller of the City of New York, is a
past president of The Collectors Club
and a Lichtenstein Award winner. He
is widely known as an authority on
U.S. Air Mails.
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many other Governmental flights.
Since the request I had received for
data came shortly before the cata-
logue’s publication date, time was
short. T had suggested, therefore, only
price changes for covers carried on the
New York-Chicago and Chicago-New
York flights of Sept. 1918. I had
further suggested that reference be
made concerning the value of mail
carried by Edward V. Gardner, one of
the two pilots who made these flights.

Examination of page 57, Volume 1
disclosed that an erroneous statement
had been inserted which indicated that
Gerdner’s mail was worth a premium,
but could only be identified if auto-
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graphed by him. This led me to reread
all the language concerning the two
flights and to note a number of other
errors that needed correction. In the
process, Captain Benjamin B. Lip-
sner’s book, “The Airmail,” Jennies to
Jets,”* was consulted. Here, again,
errors were noted.

Let us begin by disposing the num-
ber of pieces of mail carried by each
pilot on each part of the flight. Lipsner
says that each plane — Miller’s and
Gardner’s — carried 400 pounds of
mail on the flight from New York to
Chicago. This is completely over-
stated. The catalogue merely states
that Gardner carried 400 pounds.

A large amount of number 10 size
envelopes were sent on these flights by
the Aerial League of America, the
magazine, “Flying,” and other organi-
zations. Most of those envelopes con-
tained a four-page insert. Keeping that
in mind, it is likely that no more than
20 letters would be contained in one
pound of mail. Thus, if each flyer
carried 400 pounds as Lipsner claims
on page 131 of his book, it would
mean that each carried 8,000 pieces of
mail! However, an official memoran-
dum of the Post Office Department
concerning the New York to Chicago
flights states:

“New York to Chicago Flight, Sept.
5, 1918

Standard plane No. 1 left Belmont

Park at 7:08 A.M., Miller pilot,

carrying 150 pounds of mail. Curtis

R-39367 left at 8:50 A. M., Gard-

ner pilot, carrying the remaining

mail.

No. letters
Chicago city 2,760
Chicago connections 940
Cleveland city 1,600
Cleveland connections 1,419
Bryan city 17
Bryan connections 323
Lockhaven city 17
Total No. letters 7,278

Total weight in pounds 3631,
Delay of start caused by breaking of
tail skid.*

Second Assistant Postmaster General”

If our previous estimate of 20 let-
ters to the pound is correct, 36314
pounds would equal 7,270 letters. This
agrees with the total of 7,278 given by
the Second Assistant Postmaster Gen-
eral. Further, if Miller carried 150
pounds, as stated in the above official
record, Gardner’s mail would be
2131, pounds. At 20 letters to the
pound, the calculation would be:

Miller 150 pounds at 20 per pound

= 3,000 letters

Gardner 21314 pounds at 20 per

pound = 4270 letters
On that basis, Gardner’s mail should
be more abundant than Miller’s and it
should not rate a 50% premium as the
catalogue states.

Reference is made to an official
publication of the Chicago Post Office
dated September 13, 1918.2 It gives
the following pertinent information:

New York to Chicago flights of
September 5, 1918

1. Miller sighted over Grant Park
[Chicago| at 6:55 P.M. on
Friday, September 6, 1918.

2. Miller’s actual landing time in
Chicago was 7:04 P. M. with
4 mail pouches containing
about 2,000 letters.

3. Miller’s plane is referred to as
a “Standard aeroplane of one
hundred and fifty horse-power,
capable of developing a speed
of ninety-five miles an hour
.. . He arrived at Lock Haven
at 10:45 a. m., and between
this point and Cleveland ex-
perienced unusual weather
conditions, the wind being so
strong as to cause a lateral
drift from his course and
causing delay. After making
minor repairs, he left Cleve-
land at 2:55 p..m. and was

*Gardner’s plane suffered the broken tail skid causing a difference of one hour and thirty—
two minutes in elapsed time between his and Miller’s takeoff.

1. “The Airmail Jennies to Jets,” by Captain Benjamin B. Lipsner, Wilcox and Follet

Company, Chicago. 1951.

2. “Post Office Bulletin” published by the Chicago Post Office. Vol. 2, No. 59, September

13, 1918.
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sighted about 6:55 p.m. . . .”

4. 1,457 pieces of mail carried
by the first plane [Miller’s]
“arrived at the Post Office at
7:35 p.m. All of it was re-
corded and sent out for de-
livery before 9:30 p.m., the
evening of arrival.”

5. Gardner arrived at 7:33 a. m.
on September 7, 1918;
“ . . . the mail consisting of
three pouches, one pouch for
local delivery and two for out-
going mails, was delivered at
the Main Post Office at 7:37
a.m.” (emphasis added)

6. Gardner’s plane is described
as a Curtis biplane with a Lib-
erty Motor.

7. The second plane [Gardner’s]
brought 892 pieces of mail at
7:32 a. m. — note minor dis-
crepancies — September 7,
1918 and these were delivered
by 9:00 a.m. shortly after
arrival. (emphasis added)

It will be noted that there are
several discrepancies between the re-
port of the Second Assistant Post-
master General regarding the Septem-
ber 5th flights and the data contained
in the publication of the Chicago Post
Office.

Chicago city mail

Reported by Number of letters

Second Assistant

Postmaster General 2,760
Chicago Postmaster 2,349*
* Miller = 1,457

Gardner = 892

2,349

I would be inclined to accept the
figures of the Chicago Postmaster. He
should have known the number of
pieces of mail his carriers delivered. It
must be remembered that the rate was
16¢c an ounce. This included special
delivery service to addressee for which
accurate records had to be kept. It is
possible that the figure of 2,760 given
by the Second Assistant Postmaster
General was not completely accurate
and that part of it should have been
included in the mail for Chicago con-
nections. Such lack of uniformity in
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statistics serves to point up the human
errors that crept into releases by postal
officials during this unusual period in
the history of the air mail. It might
also be noted that Lipsner (on page
130) gives Gardner’s arrival time in
Chicago as 8:17 A. M. Again, I would
opt for the time given by the Chicago
Postmaster. His report is a contemp-
orary one written, at most, one week
after the plane’s arrival. Lipsner’s data
was put into print in 1951, 33 years
after the event.

The return flight data found in the
Chicago Post Office publication are:

Chicago to New York flights of
September 9/10, 1918

1. Miller left Chicago at 6:00
a. m. on September 9th.

2. Miller’s Standard plane, equip-
ped with a Hispano Suiza
motor, carried 119 pounds of
mail containing 2,974 pieces.

3. Miller arrived in New York
Tuesday, September 10th at
10:20 a. m.

4. Gardner left Chicago on
Tuesday, September 10th at
6:25 a. m.

5. Gardner’s mail consisted of
only 68 pieces as follows:

Bryan, Ohio 1
Cleveland, Ohio 3
Lock Haven, Pennsylvania 3
New York, N.Y.— [Distrib]. 61

68

Once more it must be pointed out
that Lipsner’s account differs slightly
from that of the Chicago Postmaster.
Lipsner (page 137) gives Miller’s
take-off time as 6:40 a.m. He also
states that Miller arrived at Belmont
Park on September 10, 1918 at 11:22
A.M. (page 139). The one hour
difference in arrival time — 10:20
A. M. in the Chicago report and 11:22
A. M. by Lipsner — is rather difficult
to fathom. Judging by the backstamp
on covers examined, I am more in-
clined to accept the time given by
Lipsner. Also, the “New York Times,”
on page 5 of its September 11, 1918
edition, repeats the 11:22 A.M. ar-
rival time for Miller. Lipsner (on page
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140) gives the same figures for mail
carried by the two pilots; 2,374 for
Miller and 68 for Gardner.

Reference is made again to the
figure of 2,974 for Miller’s mail on
the return flight from Chicago to New
York. Using our previous estimate of
20 letters to the pound and the num-
ber of pounds (119 stated by the Chi-
cago Postmaster, we would have a
maximum of 2,380 letters rather than
2,974. However, having examined
several hundred covers for the Chi-
cago to New York return flights, I can
state that most were of the smaller
63, envelope size we know today
rather than the larger number 10 en-
velopes flown on the flight from New
York to Chicago. Also, lacking four-
page inserts, the number of letters to
the pound would probably be nearer
25 than 20. Thus, 119 pounds times
25 would equal 2,975 which coincides
almost exactly with the figure given
by the Chicago Postmaster and re-
peated by Lipsner.

At this point, several conclusions
can be reached about premiums to be
assessed for Gardner’s mail as com-
pared to Miller’s. On the flight from
New York to Chicago, Miller carried
3,000 letters and Gardner 4,270.
Thus, Gardner’s mail is almost 50%
greater than Miller’s for that flight.
Certainly, then, Gardner’s covers
should not be rated at 50% more than
Miller’s; if anything, the reverse would
be true. There is one extenuating cir-
cumstance, however, which should be
noted. Examination of several hundred
covers over a period of years indicates
that most have the arrival date of
September 6, 1918. That would be
Miller’s mail. Few covers have been
noted with a backstamp of September
7th which marks Gardner’s arrival in
Chicago. For example, for the present
study, New York to Chicago covers in
the collections of eight prominent
philatelists were examined. Out of a
total of 25, only two covers were back-
stamped September 7th; the remaining
23 covers were dated the 6th. So, until
it is possible to do a more extensive
tabulation, I would be inclined to make
no distinction between the covers car-
ried by the two pilots. Thus in the

352

catalogue revision which will appear
at the end of this article, no premium
will be listed for Gardner’s covers on
the New York to Chicago flight. This
will eliminate the sentence on page 57
of Volume 1 which states, “Such mail
[Gardner’s| is worth a premium of
50% . 7

For the return flight from Chicago
to New York, however, a premium for
Gardner’s mail should be stated. In the
ratio of 2,974 to 68, it would appear
that Miller’s mail is approximately 44
times more common than Gardner’s.
Or, conversely, in the realm of relative
rarity Gardner’s covers are 44 times
rarer than Miller’s. So, for the flight
from Chicago to New York, if we
accept the stated catalogue value of
$25.00, a Gardner cover should have
a value of more than $1,000.00. This
is utterly unrealistic, of course; I doubt
if any collector would pay that much
for such a cover. I would be willing,
however, to include a premium of
1,000% which would set the price for
a Gardner cover at approximately
$250.00. If addressed to Bryan, Cleve-
land or Lock Haven, the values should
be much higher. No statistics are
available on the number of letters
Gardner picked up at any of these
intermediate stops. I would guess such
covers would be extremely small in
number with a concomitant increase in
value.

Before coming to the matter of
recognition of Gardner’s covers on the
flight from Chicago to New York, I
would like to discuss two additional
points. First, under Lock Haven covers
on page 57, the catalogue states that
Lock Haven used a single line cachet
in gray-black reading:

“Via Aer o plane.” That is only
partially correct. On covers of my own
and on those in other collections, I
have noted two types of this cachet.
They read: “VIA AEROPLANE” and
“VIA AER O PLANE.” Some are in
magenta.

The second point to be made relates
to the return flight from Chicago to
New York. The catalogue states (again
on page 57) that both Miller and
Gardner left Chicago on September
10, 1918 and arrived in New York on



Another “Gardner” cover. Picke up by him at Brya, Ohio n themommg of the 9th,
it is backstamped, “New York, Sept. 11, 1918, 5 A. M.”

the 1Ith. Completely inaccurate!
Miller left Chicago early in the morn-
ing of September 9th and arrived at
Belmont Park, New York on the
morning of the 10th. Gardner took off
in the morning of September 10th and
arrived in New York on the evening of
the same day.

How to Recognize Gardner’s Covers
Suggested Catalogue Revision

For the New York to Chicago flight,
the catalogue states, “Gardner carried
half the amount of Miller’s mail. Such
mail is worth a premium of 50% but
can be identified only if autographed
by Gardner.” For the return flight
from Chicago to New York, the fol-
lowing statement is made, “Mail car-
ried and autographed by Gardner, if
identifiable, carries a 300% premium.”
(emphasis added)

I can state that I have never seen a
Gardner autograph on any of the mail
he carried. Such covers may exist.
Whether he autographed any of the
covers he carried is highly unlikely, in
my opinion. For the record, Lipsner
(page 178) refers to Gardner’s death
in 1920 while stunting at a fair. Thus,
he certainly could not autograph any
of his covers after that year. Many
pilots made a practice of signing covers
sent to them years after their flights.
Edgerton, for one, did it. So did Or-
ville Wright. His signature is found on
many anniversary COVErs.

November 1975

The covers carried by Gardner on
the flight to Chicago are backstamped
the morning of September 7, 1918.
This is one whole day after Miller’s
arrival in Chicago. Thus, if a cover is
backstamped in Chicago on the 7th,
it is Gardner’s. Q. E. D.

How, then, can Gardner’s covers
from Chicago be identified? First, let
me indicate how Miller’s covers are
identifiable. As noted previously,
Miller arrived in New York at 11:22
a.m. on Tuesday, September 10th,
landing at the Belmont Park field.
From there, the mail was trained to
the New York Post Office for distribu-
tion. From the air field at Belmont
Park to the main New York Post
Office, one should allow at least one
hour, assuming there was a train wait-
ing in Elmont, New York for that trip.
A story in the New York Times of
September 11, 1918, covering Miller’s
arrival at Belmont Park states “the
five sacks of mail for New York City
which weighed 150 pounds, were put
on a train for Manhattan at 12:14 and
a short time later were distributed to
addresses here.” A cover, therefore,
could not be backstamped before ap-
proximately 1:30 p. m. Backstamping
of mail in Sept. 1918 was done be-
cause of the special delivery service
included in the 16-cent an ounce air
mail fee. It was applied at the office
of first address. Thus, a further time
allowance would have to be made for
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the shipment to the various Post Office
stations.

The earliest backstamp I have seen
reads New York, September 10, 1918,
3:30 p.m. A number of Roessler
covers were noted. These are almost
all  uniformly backstamped East
Orange, New Jersey, September 10,
1918 at 4:30 p. m. So, one can only
guess at the delays the mail encount-

Backstamp on “Gardner” cover and de-
livery marking.

ered in getting to the main Post Office
in New York, in being trucked to the
sub-stations and in being sorted for
delivery at those stations. The point
to be made, therefore, about Miller’s
covers is that they are backstamped
on September 10th, within 5 hours
after he landed at Belmont Park, at
11:22 a. m. on that date.

Gardner left Chicago on September
10th. Thus, if a cover is cancelled in
Chicago on that day, it is a Gardner
item. The story on Sept 11th in the
New York Times states further:

“Edward V. Gardner, pilot of the

second air mail plane that left Chi-

cago yesterday morning, [September

10] was slightly injured with his

mechanician Edward Raddle [Rae-

del] when their plane fell at Hicks-

ville, L. I. last night while the men
were trying to find their landing
place at Belmont Park . . .
“H. L. Hartung and other officials
of the air mail who were keeping
flares and lights burning at Belmont
Park field to guide the airplane to
its landing went at once to Hicks-
ville when they received word that
the machine had fallen there. They
carried the mail to safety and aided
in attending the injured aviators.”

Thus, we know that Gardner
crashed in Hicksville after dark on Sep-
tember 10th. Weber gives the arrival
time as 8:20 p. m.? This is probably
correct.

Page 18 of the Annual Report of
the Postmaster General for the fiscal
year ended June 30, 1918, contains
the following statement:

“In a series of aeroplane flights by

the Post Office Department early in

September [1918] the route was

carefully charted for emergency and

regular landing fields. In this work
one aeroplane made a record flight
from Chicago to New York in less
than 14 hours, including all stops

en route.” *

Since Gardner left Chicago at 6:25
a. m. on the 10th, his arrival at 8:20
p. m. on the same day would be 13
hours, 55 minutes, just under the 14
hours mentioned by the Postmaster
General.

After the crash at Hicksville, the
mail had to be salvaged and sent on
to New York. One can conjecture a
period of confusion with prime atten-
tion being given to the injured avia-
tors. In any event, several hours would
have had to elapse before the mail
could be trained to New York and
then sent to the various sub-stations.
Thus, a cover would have to be back-
stamped at least six to eight hours
after the 4:00 p. m. backstamps found
on Miller’s mail.

I have seen two Gardner covers ad-
dressed to New York. One, to 17
Battery Place at the extreme lower
part of Manhattan, is backstamped

3. “History of the U.S. Government Operated Air Mail Service 1910-1928,” by Karl
B. Weber. American Air Mail Society, Philadelphia. 1973.

4. “Annual Report of the Postmaster General for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1918.”
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 1919.
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September 11, 1918 at 5 a.m. The
other, addressed to 116 Nassau Street,
is also backstamped at 5 a. m. on the
11th. Although these two covers ‘“do
not make a spring,” I believe it reason-
able to state that Gardner’s covers
may be identified if backstamped in
New York sometime after 8:20 p. m.
on September 10, 1918, or, most
likely, on the morning of the 11th.
To sum up, if you have a cover can-

celled at Chicago on September 10,
1918 and backstamped in New York
on the morning of the 11th, chances
are 1,000 to 1 that you own a Gardner
cover.

On the basis of the data submitted
in this article, I would, accordingly,
suggest that the catalogue be com-
pletely revised for the September 1918
flights. The following language should
be substituted for the present listings:

SUGGESTED CATALOGUE REVISION

108 1918. September 5 — New
York, N.Y.— Chicago, IIL
via Lock Haven, Pa.; Cleve-
land, Ohio; Bryan, Ohio. Ex-
perimental flight by army pilots
Max Miller and Edward V.
Gardner in army planes. The
rate was 16c. Covers bear a
four-line oval cachet, as above,
in magenta. Some covers, in

Pilot Left New York
Miller 7:08 a.m., 9-5-18
Gardner 8:50 a.m., 9-5-18

New York to Chicago

(a) Lock Haven
(b) Cleveland
(c) Bryan

109 1918. September 9, 10—
Chicago, IlIl.—New York,
N. Y. via Bryan, Ohio; Cleve-
land, Ohio; Lock Haven, Pa.
The return flight was made by
the same army pilots, Miller
and Gardner. Wavy line can-

Pilot Left Chicago
Miller 6:00 a.m., 9-9-18
Gardner 6:25 a.m., 9-10-18

Arrived Chicago
7:04 p.m., 9-6-18
7:33 a.m., 9-7-18

Arrived New York
11:22 a.m., 9-10-18
8:20 p.m., 9-10-18

addition, have the circular
handstamp similar to the type
used on the May 15, 1918
flights. These latter hand-
stamps, in magenta, bear dates
of September 4th and S5th,
1918. Lock Haven applied
a single-line cachet: VIA,
AEROPLANE or VIA AER
O PLANE.

Mail Carried
150 Ibs. — approx. 3,000 leters
213.5 lbs. — approx. 4,270 letters

$ 40.00
100.00
75.00
75.00

cellations ordinarily in wuse
were grid at right or flag can-
cellations ordinarily in use were
used by all cities on this return
flight. Lock Haven applied a
single-line cachet: VIA AER
O PLANE.

Mail Carried
119 lIbs. — 2,974 letters
4 lbs. — 68 letters

Chicago to New York $ 40.00

(a) Bryan

(b) Cleveland
(¢) Lock Haven

Gardner’s mail is wusually back-
stamped at about 5:00 a.m., Sep-

75.00
75.00
100.00

tember 11, 1918, New York. Such
covers are worth a premium of
1000% .
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DETOURED MAIL DURING

THE FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR, 1870-71
By Ruth and Gardner Brown

More than just an interesting study, mail detoured during the Siege of Paris

can help identify individual pieces of balloon mail.
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Figure 1. French railroads in 1870.

Gardner Brown is a Director of Cor-
porate Research for St. Joe Minerals
Corporation. He and his wife, Ruth,
have long specialized in the postal his-
tory surrounding the Siege of Paris.
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Some claim it should be called the
“Franco-German War,” since the
Prussians helped start it, the German
States waged it and the German Em-
pire won it. The French settled the



problem by calling it “Le Guerre
Soixante Dix.” To us it is the “Franco-
Prussian War,” not because that is
correct, but because we have 15 years
of carefully lettered album pages using
that nomenclature and we are not
about to change them.

Two years ago we puzzled in print!
over the postal history of seven letters
detoured and delayed during the Siege
of Paris, the most important and dra-
matic event of this war of 1870-81.
Mailed from Nice to Sheffield in Eng-
land, they had to travel diagonally
across France. All but one were
mailed during the war if you include
the armistice period which followed.
The exception was mailed one year
after the war and its delivery in two
days serves as a control for the other
six which were in transit 5 to 10 days.
We also, in our efforts to find out why
each letter was delayed, discovered
other examples of detoured mail, the
more important of which will be de-

scribed here.

While detoured mail is of interest in
its own right, the information gleaned
from it has another equally interesting
function. It is of great help in under-
standing the movement of Paris
balloon mail after the balloon landed.
It is often difficult to state with certi-
tude which balloon carried a specific
letter. The detours resulting from the
advance of enemy troops make very
important the relationship of the de-
livery location to the spot where the
balloon landed.

To study the detours it is necessary
to have good maps of the railroad
lines. They are hard to find, especially
ones that agree in every detail. The
map shown in Fig. 1% is an example of
what is needed. It illustrates the im-
portance of Paris as a railroad center.

Let us begin with the detour caused
by the advance of the Germans to set
up siege positions around Paris. Fig. 2
shows the situation, giving the date

TO™~_ROUEN TOACALAIS
LE HAVRE. SEPT. 12 NIGHT
SEPT. 18 ¥
TO SOISSON
SEPT 16
TO CAEN
CHERBOURG | o
SEPT. |8 SFRASBOURG
AUG.
oand BELFORT
AUGUS
TO GRANVILLE
BREST NANTES
SEPT. 18 NIGHT TOURS 3 }LYON
ORLEANS £ \MARSEILLE
BORDEAUX SEPT. I3 PM
SHORT LINE SEPT. 16

Figure 2. Paris railroads at the beginning of the siege (1870). Dates show when each line
was cut by the encircling German armies.

1. Ruth and Gardner Brown, “Detoured Mail During the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71;
A Puzzle.” France and Colonies Philatelist 152, Vol. 29, No. 2, April 1973.

2. H. Lartilleaux, Geographie des Chemins de Fer Francais, Tome 1. Pub. Chaix, St.
Ouen 1958.
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Figure 3. Letter that went out on the last train to leave Paris at 7 P. M., Sept. 18th and

its postmarks.

when each line was cut by the en-
circling armies. It is difficult, however,
in most cases to precisely pinpoint
when the last train left on each line.
For instance, the last train for Orleans
left Paris at 12:40 P.M. on Sept.
16th,? but had to turn back near what
is now Orly airport. Thus, we know
the first train that didn’t make it, but
not the last one that did.

The last train to leave Paris did so
at 7 P. M. on Sept. 18th*. It left the
Montparnasse station (just across the

street from the new and splendid
Postal Museum) carrying mail from
Granville, Brest and Nantes. It was
headed toward Versailles. The letter
shown in Fig. 3 was on that train. It is
postmarked Paris, Sept. 18th, third
collection (noon) and is backstamped,
also on the 18th, with the night ambu-
lant marking (round center) of the
Paris-Granville train. It arrived in
Sourdeval, a town just short of Gran-
ville, on the morning of the 19th.
The letter shown in Fig. 4 was too

Figure 4. This letter was too late and had to leave Paris by balloon, probably the Colonel

Charras.

3. Le Baron Ernouf, “Histoire des Chemins de Fer Francais Pendant La Guerre Franco—
Prussienne,” Librairie Generale, Paris, 1874. Pg. 251.

4. Victor Debuchy, “Les Ballons du Siege de Paris,” Editions Franc—Empire, Paris, 1973.

Pg. 39.
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late and had to leave Paris by balloon.
It, too, bears a Sept. 18th Paris post-
mark, but from the 5th collection
(about 4 P. M.). Like most mail from
this very early stage of the siege it did
not leave Paris until after the construc-
tion of the giant balloons in October.

Figure 5 shows two letters which
were trying to get into Paris so they
could change to the train for Calais
and then go on to England by boat.
The top one made it into Paris but
had to leave via a detour since the
Calais line had been cut. The bottom
cover was mailed just two days later
in Bordeaux, but by then the head of
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the inbound railroad only reached
Dourdan, 35 miles short of Paris.

The first cover was handled remark-
ably well, taking only two days to
reach its destination. The second one
took 14 days to complete its journey.
One can imagine the distress of the
railroad postal clerk when the train
reached Dourdan and he discovered
that his mail had to go part way back
to Bordeaux while postal and railroad
officials tried to figure out what to do
next.

One important event of the pre-siege
period is well documented. During the
evening of Sept. 12th the rallroad

Figure 5. Two letters from Bordeaux with London postmarks. Top: Bordeaux, Sept. 15th;
London, Sept. 17, 1870. Bottom: Bordeaux, Sept. 17th; London, Oct. 1, 1870.

November 1975

359



TO CALAIS

Figure 6. Map showing the Rouen—-Amiens detour and the importance of the bridge at

Criel.

bridge at Creil on the Paris-Calais
line was blown up®. The consequences
of this crippling stroke are chronicled
by Felix Whitehurst in his book, “My
Private Diary During the Siege of
Paris,”® His journal entry for Sept.
13th notes that, “the English mails
now go by way of Rouen and are, in
consequence, 12 hours late.” Ap-
parently he knew one of the Queen’s
messengers who traveled regularly
back and forth between Calais and
Paris. He quotes him on the 17th as
saying that the route via Le Havre was
dreadful with one hour lost at Roucen,
two at Amiens, more by transfer to a
local train, all of which resulted in a
24 hour delay in the mails.

The map shown in Fig. 6 illustrates
both the Rouen-Amiens detour and
the importance of the bridge at Cricl.
This is why the one letter from Bor-
deaux to England (Fig. 5) had to take

5. The “Times,” London. Sep. 14, 1870.

the Rouen-Amiens detour after reach-
ing Paris. Thus, September 13, 1870,
marks the beginning of the Rouen-
Amiens detour. It served to handle
English mail from Paris until Sept.
18th, and mail around Paris until Nov.
24, 1870.

Despite the observations in “My
Private Diary” the detour functioned
with outstanding efficiency. Figure 7
shows two letters from Le Havre to
the United States via London and
Queenstown. One of them has a Paris
Calais ambulant backstamp proving it
did not go directly from Le Havre to
England by sea. Each shows it was in
London the next day.

Figure 8 shows a letter, also with a
next day delivery, that corroborates
this story. The “VIA AMIENS” hand-
stamp is most interesting. It indicates
the Rouen-Amiens detour was be-
lieved to be faster than direct mail by

6. Felix M. Whitehuarst, “My Private Diary During The Siege Of Paris,” Tinsley Bros.,
London, 1875. Pg. 60, Vol. 1, see also pg. 89.
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Figure 7. Two letters from Le Havre to the U. S. via London and mail from Le Havre which
arrived in London on the next day. The Paris—Calais backstamp on the bettom cover proves

it went via the Rouen—Amiens detour.

sea from Le Havre to England. An
examination of an 1874 Baedeker for
Paris allows us to calculate the time
required for both routes. Channel
crossings averaged between 6 and 8
miles per hour, which meant it would
take about 11 hours to cross from Le
Havre to Southampton. Travel by land
was 3 to 4 times faster, and the train
trip from Le Havre-Rouen-Amiens-
Calais should have taken about 6
hours plus a 114-2 hour channel cross-
ing. Not speed, but the more frequent
crossings from Calais probably prod-

7. The “Times,” London. Dec. 2, 1870.

uced the need for a “VIA AMIENS”
handstamp.

Of course, this all ended with the
capture of Amiens on Nov. 28th. For
a few days, until the capture of Rouen
on December 4th, mail went via
Dieppe and Newhaven?. No examples
of this very temporary detour have
come to our attention. Mail from the
balloon, “Le Jules Favre No. 2,” ar-
rived in Lorient (Brittany) the even-
ing of Dec. 2nd.®* We have a letter
from that balloon addressed to Bel-
gium. The shortest route in operation

8. P. Savelon, “La Poste Pendant Le Siege.” Edited by Le Monde des Philatelistes, Paris,

1958.
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then would have been from Lorient
via Nantes, Le Mans, Rouen, and
Dieppe, and by sea to join the Paris-
Calais train (which it did the night of
Dec. 4th) and on to Belgium. The
trip from Lorient to Calais took only
48 hours, a remarkably short time.
We like to think this letter slipped
through Rouen the day before it fell
to the Germans, but of course there is
no proof.

VIA AMIENS

|
=
P

o R

not seem to have been much used. We
have seen only one example and that
was via St. Malo. In contrast the Paris
to Calais ambulant mark is common
on cross country mail indicating that
most of the mail went along the coast
and was redirected from Calais.
Cappart has found documentation?
that the directors of the major railroad
areas moved as necessary during the
war. At the beginning of the detour-

Figure 8. Letter with “VIA AMIENS” handstamp. Le Havre, Oct. 23, 2E, 1870, London,

‘Oct. 24.

This brings us to the detour-by-sea
around bisected France. With the cap-
ture of Amiens and Rouen there was
no longer any French railroad in
operation which could carry the mails
around Paris. While we know how
long the detour lasted, we have to de-
duce from philatelic evidence which
ports were used. It would seem reason-
able, under the prevailing circum-
stances, that mail from southern
France would go directly to England
via one of the major seaports such as
Caen, Cherbourg or St. Malo. In fact,
the London Times spoke of mail from
Bordeaux to London going via Cher-
bourg in both the Dec. 21st and Jan.
12th issues. The actual trip, it said,
was 60 hours. The French mail was
slower, taking 5 days. Despite the good
sense of the Cherbourg route, it does

by-sea the headquarters of the North-
ern Line was in Calais and the North-
western Line was directed from Caen.
These are the two logical ports for the
detour-by-sea, but the philatelic evi-
dence to follow suggests they were not
the ones used.

The cover shown in Fig. 9 indi-
cates the southern port for the detour
was Honfleur, or more properly, Le
Havre-Honfleur. The two cities are
just across the river mouth from each
other, a 35 minute boat ride according
to our 1874 Baedeker. While Le
Havre had much the larger harbor, it
was isolated from any rail connection
with the rest of France by the German
occupation of Rouen. Despite its
smaller harbor, Honfleur was an im-
portant port. (John Levett'® has illus-
trated a most interesting wartime cover

9. H. Cappart, “La Poste en 1870-1871, Bureau des Ambulants,” Bulletin de la Societe

des Amis du Musee Postal. No. 36, 1971.

10. John Levett, “Certain Aspects of the Cross Channel Posts,” Journal of The France and
Colonies Philatelist Society (UK), No. 128, Vol. 24, No. 2, May 1974, Pg. 11.
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from Honfleur which proves the Lon-
don, Brighton, South Coast Railway
Company had an office there, pre-
sumably to solicit freight in and out of
the port.)

The cover was carried by the bal-
loon, “Le Duquesne,” which landed
near Reims in occupied territory.
There the mail and balloonists were
smuggled out, eventually to arrive in
Dunkerque. Since the letter is ad-
dressed to a town in the other free
sector of France, it had to detour
around the Germans. If the boat from
Dunkerque (or Calais) had landed at
Caen, as would have been logical, it
would not have been necessary to use
the Paris-Caen railroad to reach near-
by Langrune sur Mer. Had the letter
landed at the port of Cherbourg, it
would have had a Cherbourg-Paris
railroad marking instead of Paris-
Caen.

on which landing port was used. For-
tunately, the railway postal clerks on
this line were unusually attentive to
cates what can be deducted from the
Livarot letters:

Of course this analysis is based on
the assumption that a railway postal
clerk on the Cherbourg-Paris run
would never use the wrong transit
marking device; i.e., Paris to Cher-
bourg. Yet, this is a distinct possi-
bility. The Duquesne letter addressed
to Livarot makes us think the mail
came in from the detour-by-sea using
the port of Caen, and the cover we
own (Fig. 9) suggests Honfleur. One
has a Paris-Caen cancellation and the
other just the reverse.

We know from the London Times
(Dec. 19, 1870) that although the
port of Le Havre was blockaded by
the French Navy, the city had daily

Figure 9. Balloon letter from Le Duquesne. C.A.D. Paris, Jan. 4, 6E, B.S. Langrune Sur
Mer, Jan. 16, 1871. Believed to indicate southern sea detour was Honfleur.

Having been this successful with a
cover we owned, we thought we would
look for further examples in old auc-
tion catalogs. The Roumet auction in
the spring of 1968 (Lot 253, 254)
listed a complete collection of balloon
mail correspondence from Paris to
Livarot. Livarot is located between
Honfleur and Caen in such a way that
railroad transit marks vary depending

Balloon

General Renault

Transit Mark

Cherbourg a Paris Dec. 16
(4 letters)

communication by steamer with Hon-
fleur, Trouville and Caen. Nothing has
been written (Le Pileur, Chaintrier,
Savelon or ICARE No. 56) about
how the Duquesne mail was delivered.
Perhaps some of the mail came in via
Honfleur and some via Caen.

A third possibility is that our letter
flew on a later balloon. The Duquesne
carried 3 passengers besides the pilot

Deduced Landing Port

Cherbourg

Duquesne Caen a Paris Jan. 14 Caen
Vaucanson Cherbourg a Paris Jan. 18 Cherbourg
Poste de Paris Paris 4 Cherbourg Jan. 27 Honfleur
Toricelli Caen 4 Paris Jan. 28 Caen
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and was faced with a 4 day accumula-
tion of Paris mail. A detailed examina-
tion of the delivery dates of the two
possible candidate balloons (Gambetta
and Kepler) does not support this
conclusion; and even if it were true,
the letter would have come from the
south (no sea detour) and would have
received a Caen 4 Paris backstamp,
not the reverse. The credentials of the
Livarot letter are impeccable. It is one
of 5 letters, each with a different Paris
date, which arrived in Livarot on the
same day, demonstrating that delivery
of war-time French mail is a fertile
but frustrating field.

After the fall of Le Mans on Jan.
12th, southbound mail could no longer
use the Calvados-Normandy ports. All
mail from Normandy to the south had
to pass through Le Mans. Now it was
no longer possible. St. Malo was the
next logical port for this detour-by-
sea, a substantial extention of the
original detour. So far only one letter
has come to our attention to document
the use of that town. It was written by
a French prisoner of war incarcerated
in Hamburg, Germany. He directed
that his letter to France be routed via
England. Among the many cancella-
tions this letter received is one which
reads “. . ... TS OUEST.” This is the
cancellation of the regional head-
quarters of the railroad’s western divi-
sion, and in full would read “Bureau
Ambulants Ouest.” During most of the
seige of Paris it was located in Le
Mans but moved to Laval on January
12th and then to Rennes on January
16th after Laval was occupied. Since
Rennes is just south of St. Malo, our
ambulant cancellation of January 22,
1871, is clear circumstantial evidence
of the use of St. Malo as the port of
entry.

We also have a cover which has a
most interesting text, and semi-interest-
ing cancellations. The letter was
written in Le Havre on January 21,
1871, to an olive oil merchant in
Italy. The writer comments that since
freight can no longer come to Le
Havre by railroad via Honfleur, the
oil should be sent to Bordeaux for
transhipment by sea. Oddly enough,

the only transit marking on this cover
is that of the Le Havre-Paris railroad
which could function for only a very
few miles, since the Germans had Le
Havre surrounded by land, if not by
sea. Apparently this letter went from
the Le Havre post office, where the
stamp was canceled, to the Le Havre
railroad station. The next move be-
came the responsibility of the railway
postal clerks. In any event, the letter
took 9 days to reach Italy. Presumably
it went by boat to St. Malo where it
could catch the southbound trains.

Boating in the English Channel en-
genders problems we do not face along
most of our Atlantic seaboard. The
rise and fall of the tide is roughly 20
feet compared to Boston’s 9.6 ft.,
New York’s 4.4 ft., Baltimore’s 1.1
ft., and Newport News' 2.6 ft. Sir
Edward Thorpe’s “The Seine from
From Havre to Paris,”!! gives a good
picture of the navigational problems
caused by a 20 ft. tide, the major one
being that boats ground out at low
tide unless “basins” are constructed.
These are giant tidewater pools created
by locks which are opened at high tide
and then closed to keep the boats
afloat when the tide goes down. Napo-
leon constructed a basin at Boulogne
sur Mer to provide for his English
invasion fleet. In 1874 similar facilities
were available in Le Havre and Diep-
pe, and presumably at other major
ports.

The French coast between Le Havre
and Calais is also quite different.
From Le Havre to the Bay of the
Somme, the shoreline is dominated by
high, chalk cliffs with only an occa-
sional break (as at Fecamp and
Dieppe) to allow for ocean shipping.
Looking for a northern port for the
detour-by-sea we find that, except for
Boulogne, Calais and Dunkerque,
there are no really good harbors; yet
the evidence shows these were not the
ones used.

The most logical ports are Calais
and Boulogne. After France was bi-
sected, it was still common for Eng-
land-bound mail to receive a Paris a
Calais ambulant backstamp, just as
though it had passed through Paris. If

11. Sir Edward Thorpe, “The Seine from Havre to Paris,” Macmillan and Co. London, 1913.

364



Figure 10. Letter forwarded from Dieppe to Boulogne. The ambulant is evidence that
Boulogne was net the northern port for the detour by sea.

the boats detouring around Le Havre,
Fecamp and Dieppe had gone directly
to Calais, as would have been reason-
able, there would have been no rail-
road backstamp. The mail would
simply have been transferred to an-
other boat going to England; thus, by
philatelic evidence, we can eliminate
Calais as the northern port for the
detour.

The cover illustrated in Fig. 10 in-
dicates Boulogne was not the harbor
used either. That letter arrived in
Dieppe on Jan. 16, 1871, and was
redirected to Boulogne, arriving on
the 18th. It, too, carries a Paris a
Calais backstamp. If it went from
Dieppe to Boulogne directly by boat,
which would have made good sense,
there would have been no need for the
railroad cancellation. Therefore, it
must have landed somewhere between
St. Valery sur Somme and Boulogne.

Having examined the harbors at St.
Valery, Le Crotoy, and Etaples, we
can report that none of the choices

are very good, even if William the
Conqueror did launch his invasion of
England from St. Valery. Of the three
choices, St. Valery is the most logical.
It was the first one north of the in-
vaded area, and is connected to the
Paris 4 Calais line by a railway spur.

We think St. Valery was the most
commonly used port. On Dec. 25th
the Germans launched a raid from
Amiens towards Abbeville and Mon-
treuil. From Dec. 30th to Jan. 4th,
the Paris-Calais railroad could operate
only as far south as Etaples. We have
a letter with a backstamp of that rail-
road dated the night of Dec. 30th. It
probably caught the train at Boulogne.

Now we come to the question of
who provided this coastal service?
The equivalent of the Dunkerque His-
torical Society stated in a 1905 publi-
cation'? that private steamers carried
the mail the first week after the fall of
Amiens, but the French Navy then
took over this service. M. Parlange, the
expert on French Naval Philately,

12. Emile Bouchet and Dr. G. Durian, “Memoires de la Societe Bunkerquois pour l’encour—
agement des sciences, des lettres et des arts,” Vol. 42, 1905. Pg. 283.
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comments that the ship, “Le d’Es-
trees,” performed this service from
Dec. 8th to Dec. 17th 1870, but that
no further details are known. We do
know from the Times the d’Estrees
was in Cherbourg the evening of Dec.
2nd, having arrived there with the
German vessel it had captured. The
French Navy was engaged in a block-
ade of the coast during this period to
prevent the Germans from receiving
supplies by sea through the ports of
Dieppe, Rouen and Le Havre. The
railroad route for supplies from Ger-
many to Amiens and Rouen was very
torturous and slow, causing the Ger-
mans to repair the bridge at Creil.

This brings us to other detours, the
ones caused by the western advance of
the German troops in the lower sector
of free France — Nantes 4 Amboise,
Laigle-Paris. Although we have not yet
found any detoured mail carrying these
obscure ambulants we keep hoping.
There are a very few Laigle-Paris
ambulants known on balloon covers,
but they are not of great significance
to this story.

Since it is impossible to tell exactly
which detours were used, we must
content ourselves with knowing which
ones were possible, based on histor-
ical accounts of when key towns were
captured and recaptured. To illus-
trate, we list the “possible” detours
that could be used for mail traveling
diagonally across France. For instance,
from Nice to Sheffield, England. The
italicized towns are the ones which,
when captured, caused a change in the
route of the detour.

Tours and Vierzon were liberated.
Tours had been under attack on Dec.
21st which interfered with the move-
ment of the mail northward towards

Sept. 14 to Nov. 27
Nov. 28 to Dec. 3
Dec. 4 to Dec. 7
Dec. 8 to Dec. 20
Dec. 21

Dec. 22 to Jan. 6
Jan. 7 to Jan. 11
Jan. 12 to Jan. 18
Jan. 19 to Jan. 28

Le Mans, but the Germans left the
next day. Cohn®® lists a series of bal-
loon letters sent to Neuvy-le-Roi, a
town just north of Tours and close to
the Tours-Le Mans railroad. A letter
arriving in Tours on the 20th of De-
cember, the day before the attack, was
not delivered in Neuvy until the 26th.
Another letter arriving in Tours on
Dec. 24th after the éxcitement and
confusion was over, was delivered the
next day. Still another letter, a later
part of the same correspondence ar-
rived in Tours on Jan. 18th the day
before the city was really captured. As
a result, it was not delivered in Neuvy-
le-Roi until Feb. 2nd after the war was
over.

The situation at Vierzon was more
complex. After the fall of Orleans, a
division of German cavalry was sent
to Vierzon to destroy the railroad.
They were driven out on Dec. 12th,
having done their work, but the tracks
were not repaired until Jan. 12th to
prevent the Germans from using the
line. Heavy troop movements on this
line from Jan. 3rd to Jan. 6th pre-
cluded civilian activities until Jan. 4th.

Not strictly a war cover, is a letter
we own that was mailed in Paris on
Jan. 30th the beginning of the arm-
istice period. It took 15 days for it to
reach Italy. Obviously the detours of
the war were not yet over and we
have begun a new study to unearth
the details of this latter day period.

As we pointed out earlier, there is a
practical use for the information we
have given, especially when attempting
to connect specific pieces of balloon
mail with a specific balloon. Some-
times late delivery dates, which would
cause one to question which balloon
was used, are found to be quite rea-
sonable if a detour was involved.

Lyon-Vierzon-Tours-Le Mans-Rouen-Amiens
Lyon-Vierzon-Tours-Le Mans-Rouen-Dieppe
Lyon-Vierzon-Tours-Le Mans-Honfleur
Lyon-Poitiers-Tours-Le Mans-Honfleur
Lyon-Poitiers-Niort-Angers-Le Mans-Honfleur
Lyon-Poitiers-Tours-Le Mans-Honfleur (Tours recaptured)
Lyon-Vierzon-Tours-Le Mans-Honfleur
Lyon-Vierzon-Tours-Nantes-St. Malo
Lyon-Poitiers-Niort-Nantes-St. Malo

13. Ernst M. Cohn, “Delayed Balloon Mail from 1870 Paris,” Postal History International,

Jan. Feb. 1974.
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The Clubhouse

The Meeting of October 1, 1975

CUBA — Four Periods of Postal History

Presented by Dr. Roberto M. Rosende

The evening of Oct. 1st was a con-
genial one. The frames in the meeting
room were filled with a most interest-
ing display of Cuban material that
covered the island’s postal history
from its inception in 1756 through
1940. The exhibit, shown by Dr.
Roberto M. Rosende was enhanced by
a fine selection of color slides.

The talk began with the prephila-
telic period when, on March 1st, 1756,
a postal system was inaugurated in
Cuba. On that date Captain General
Don Francisco Cajigal de la Vega
established a monthly service that
started at Habana and ended, 14 days
and 25 stops later, at Santiago de
Cuba.

After a one year trial the service
was put up for auction and bought for
$18,000 by Don Jose Cipriano de la
Luz who opened the first post office in
Habana and issued the first postmark.
Only one example of it is known and
that is now in the Cuban Postal
Museum.

In 1765 the Spanish Crown, de-
ciding to unify the mail systems in all
their colonies, took the service back
from Don Jose and named Don Jose
Antonio de Armona Postmaster Gen-
eral of Cuba. He was in charge not
only of the Cuban service, but also of
establishing reliable means of commun-
ication between Habana, the central
point of distribution for all mail,
Mexico, Central America and the

northern part of South America, a task
he accomplished rather well.

During his time he opened new post
offices in Cuba and provided them
with straight line postmarks, rate
marks in numbers and franco marks
for prepaid mail. In 1770 he moved
his offices into a new building that he
constructed. There, the first post office
box system was established. He also
divided the island into 3 zones. Rates
were set at 1 real within the same
zone, 114 reales for adjacent zones
and 2 reales between the extreme ones.
Weight was also taken into considera-
tion.

The Baeza circular postmark.

By 1842 there were over 50 post
offices in Cuba. In that year the
BAEZA circular dated postmarks
were introduced to be used on both
outgoing and incoming mail. Most
post offices received a set of these
markings. Only the very small post
offices continued using the old straight
line markings until the advent of
stamps.

REIZZZ2I0S MATANZAS TRINIDAD,
VIV RABANA HABANA CUB A

PinaL
DPeL Rio.

Y .CLARY
FRANCO.

BAYAMO.

Ten different examples of straight line town marks.
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Via British Postal Agency at Habana.

Overseas mail had been controlled
since 1762 by the Spanish Maritime
Mail System which operated a monthly
service between La Coruna, Spain and
Habana, but in 1827 a group of mer-
chants in Habana formed the Em-
pressa de Correos Maritimos. Also a
monthly service, it offered stops at
Puerto Rico. The group, in exchange
for free transportation of official mail
and troops, obtained a monopoly on
Habana, Cadiz, Canary Islands and
all mail going in and out of the port of
Habana, keeping 95% of all fees col-
lected. They opened their own office
and used their own postmarks.

About 1840 the British opened
postal agencies at their consulates at

Habana and Santiago. Due to the ex-
cellence and punctuality of their ser-
vice they handled most of the mail
that did not go to Spain. Such letters
bear their General Post stamps for
prepaid letters — 4 types in Habana,
1 in Santiago. Of the town and date
stamps used to identify the agency
there are — 3 types in Habana, 2 in
Santiago and the numeral marks —
C-58 for Habana and C-88 for San-
tiago used to cancel British stamps
since 1865.

The French also opened postal
agencies at Habana and Santiago when
their involvement in America (espe-
cially in Mexico) became important.
You can find Cuban mail with French
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Via French Postal Agency at Santiago de Cuba.
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stamps and French octagonal post-
marks reading Havane or Cuba to-
gether with the special French marking
indicating ship and line.

Prior to 1848 mail for the U.S.
was carried by ship captains. In that
year, however, a regular line with
stops at Habana, Charleston, Savan-
nah and New York was established.
The rate was set at 1214c by the U. S.
Congress. It was lowered to 10c in
1851 and after the formation of the
U.P.U. to 5c. A special postmark
reading Havana in the lower part was
applied to this mail in Charleston. At
least 5 types of “steamship 10” marks
can be found on the mail that went
through New York, also the due 5 and
10 and the U. S. Notes markings used
during the currency changing years.

The U.S. Mail Ships that serviced
the Caribbean and the northern part
of South America made stops in San-
tiago, picking up the mail and apply-
ing their special markings to it.

Forwarding agents had offices in
Habana, Matanzas and Santiago.

The Colonial Period

According to the Gazeta de la Ha-
bana the first postage stamps were put
on sale April 24, 1855. No covers
that were cancelled on that day are
known, the earliest being dated April
25th.

Three values were issued — 14 real,
1 real and 2 reales. Engraved by Don
Jose Perez Varela, they were printed
at the Fabrica Nacional de Sellos in
Madrid using plates made up from
170 different movable cliches.

Watermarked paper, first loops and
then crossed lines, was used. How-
ever, the expense and short supply
forced the Spanish authorities to turn
to machine made unwatermarked
paper in 1857.

Because the stamps were also used
in Puerto Rico, large quantities of
them were printed, producing tremen-
dous wear on the individual cliches
and, incidentally, making it possible to
plate this issue. The first setting was
used until mid 1858 when it became
so dirty that cleaning was necessary.
During the process some of the cliches
came apart. When they were re-
assembled 40 cliches had changed
position, creating setting two. By May
of 1861 twelve cliches were in such
bad shape that they had to be re-
placed, originating setting three.

Collectable varieties of the 1/ real
value are “CORFOS” instead of
“CORREOS,” 14 of which are in
cach plate. There is also the broken
corner.

While all this happens on the 14
real, the 1 and 2 reales stamps offer

Earliest stamped Cuban cover known. April 25, 1855,
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L. to R. “Corfos,” “broken corner”

interesting color shades, different
papers, etc. Of course, the use of un-
watermarked paper after 1857 prod-
uced postal forgeries. There were over
10 types of forgeries in the 14 real
and 6 in the 1 real.

As if this was not enough, their use
by Spanish troops during their abor-
tive intervention in Mexican affairs

N7\

15 real used in the Dominican Republic. &

between 1861 and 1865, provided
Cuba with some of its rarest postal
history items.

Ever since the British had occupied
Habana for several months in 1762
and opened its port to international
shipping, the city had grown enorm-
ously. By 1855 it was the third largest
city in America. Mexico City was first
and Lima second. This expansion
created a demand for better local mail
service and on November 15, 1855,
the Queen’s birthday, a service that
called for several daily pickups and
same day delivery was inaugurated.
The rate was set at 1/ real per letter
or package. Since no stamps of that
value were available the 2 reales, least

370
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used of the issue, was surcharged in a
Habana print shop. This, incidentally,
was how the first surcharged stamps in
the world were born.

Because the printer did not have
enough Ys in the same font to sur-
charge a whole sheet of 170 stamps
two types were used, a tall Y and a
short one. Both shades of the 2 reales,
carmine and orange red, received the
surcharge. The short Y on the orange
red is by far the rarest, especially on
cover.

Events in Spain were also felt in
Cuba and when the Queen was de-
throned in 1868 stamps were ordered
to be overprinted, ‘“Habilitado Por La
Nacion.” A set of these handstamps
were sent to Cuba with orders that

postal clerks use them to obliterate the
Queen’s face at the moment of sale, a
rule that obviously was not followed.
It is interesting to point out that these
stamps were sold by private persons in
stores, etc. with a 1% commission to
the seller.

All the issues up to 1873, with the

Short
1855

Tall
1860



exception of the special values used in
Habana, were also used in Puerto
Rico. Since the peso was worth more
in Puerto Rico, people imported
stamps from Cuba at a considerable
saving. A sharp decline was noticed
in Puerto Rican stamp sales motivat-
ing a special overprint that year to
differentiate them from stamps coming
from Cuba.

In order to foil forgeries, Spain
issued a new series of stamps on the
Ist of January almost every year up
to 1898. However, from 1876 on, the
design depicted either King Alfonso
XII or Alfonso XIII as a boy. Neither
of the two are particularly attractive.

The discovery of the theft of a huge
quantity of stamps from the Habana
Central Post Office in 1883 caused
the overprinting of all remaining
stamps with an arabesque design.
Five types were of overprint were
used on each sheet creating multiple
combinations, errors, etc. to make this
issue second in interest only to the
first issue. A period of time allowing
the exchange of old stamps for over-
printed ones was given in the hope of
catching the thieves, but no one turned
back stamps in large amounts.

The Independence, Spanish-American War
and U. S. Administration Era

After two attempts at becoming
independent — the wars of 1868-78
and 1881-84 failed —a third and
definitive try began at Baire, Oriente,
on Feb. 24, 1895. As early as October
of that year, rules and regulations for
a mail system were approved by the
“Government in Arms” and in 1896 a
set of four stamps was issued. These

stamps can be found used on mail
originating in the U. S. taken into Cuba
subversively or on local mail that
reached its destination via established
routes within liberated territories. Kept
going by official postment and mes-
sengers, surviving covers are rare.

Meanwhile the Spaniards poured
more and more troops into Cuba.
They, ever since the previous wars,
had had free franking privileges. This
time, however, special envelopes were
provided. This was later changed by
an order authorizing any kind of en-
velope as long as headquarters had
applied its official marking. Among
these marks were ones for the infantry
— one for officers and one for soldiers,
artillery, hospitals, engineering corps,
communications, civil guards, navy,
etc.

The sinking of the Maine in Habana
brought on the involvement of the
U.S. in the war and the employment
of American soldiers. From the very
first landings U. S. postal officials ac-
companied the troops. Military Postal
Stations were opened in each of the
principal towns occupied, primarily to
serve the soldiers. Each one had its
own number and postmark, 39 in all.
MIL. STA. 1, which occupied 3 dif-
ferent locations during its first month
of existence — Daiquiri, Siboney and
Santiago — is of particular interest. It
was closed for ten days due to a yellow
fever epidemic. U.S. troops had no
free franking privilege, but a reduced
rate of 2c was allowed.

Local authorities in the town of
Puerto Principe called the attention of
the Commander of the Province, Gen-
eral Carpenter, to the possibility of

Cover sent to Cuba from Cuban Revolutionary Party Offices in Key West.
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saving money by surcharging Spanish
stamps with new values. This was done
in a local newspaper print shop. Due
to the limitations of the printery, sur-
charging could only be done in strips
of five. Five printings were made be-
tween Dec. 19, 1898, and Jan. 11,
1899. Quantities were small. Because
of the pecularities of leters and nu-
merals used, all can be plated. The
last day of their use was Jan. 20, 1899,
when regular U. S. stamps overprinted
“CUBA” arrived. The arabesques
have been extensively forged.

Cuba was administered by the U. S.
until May 20, 1902. During that time
several advances were made by the
postal system. Among them were
special delivery, postage due stamps
and the use of stamped envelopes.

General Pell. They landed at Habana
and were stationed at Camp Columbia
on the outskirts of the city. Postmarks
on letters sent by soldiers from this
camp are rare,

Few errors are found on the Cuban
stamps of this period. Examples are
the inverted centers found in the
Patriots Issue of 1910 and the im-
perforates of the Mapita Issue of 1914.
There is also the double surcharge
found on the Tren Aereo stamp of
1935.

Since 1914 Cuban stamps have
been printed in Habana by Cia. P.
Fernandez and extreme care has been
taken in their production. A sound
policy of issuing only valid commemo-
ratives was followed and very few high
values were issued. The regular issue

The Republic

The first stamp of the Republic
came as a surprise. A post card con-
test caused a shortage of lc stamps,
forcing the Postmaster General to sur-
charge the least used denomination of
the current issue, the 3¢ value. These
remained on sale for 3 days when the
arrival of a shipment of the old lc
stamps alleviated the shortage.

In 1906 President Don Tomas
Palma, facing the possibility of civil
war, requested the intervention of
U.S. troops under the command of

Puerto Principe — First printing.

honoring Cuban patriots was used for
almost 40 years — 1917-54. It has
much interest because of its different
watermarks, perforations and many
booklets.

Also from Cuba came the first
rocket stamp. Issued on Oct. 15, 1939,
these trial flight covers are among the
rarest in the field. The history of the
official ceremony and flight of this first
attempt are most amusing.

A short question and answer period
followed Dr. Rosende’s talk.

o # E

: * -

1038 L)

5 & #
Sana S

On TOMAS & TERRY PRESIDENTE OF LA
COMISION PRO PRIMER CONETE POSTAL
AFARTADO 1222

HABANA

First rocket cover ever flown—distance, 6 feet.
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WELCOME JUNIORS

For the first time in its 80 years of
existence, The Collectors Club has
opened its rolls to serious philatelists
who have not yet reached the age re-
quirement for regular membership.

At a special meeting of members
eligible to vote, our by-laws were
amended to permit the admission of
collectors between the ages of 18 and
22 years, as “associates” with classi-
fications of “resident” for those who
reside within a 50-mile distance from
New York City, and “non-resident,”
for those living beyond that distance.

The unprecedented action was initi-
ated by the Board of Governors after
the Education Committee strongly re-
commended it, and was passed by vote
of the membership at the special meet-
ing of Nov. 5.

In recent years, a relatively large
number of youngsters have dramati-
cally demonstrated their philatelic pro-
ficiency by displays not only at regu-
lar stamp exhibitions, but at competi-
tive shows open only to teenagers.
Many of these budding philatelists
have assumed active roles in other phi-
latelic activities, including the writing
of articles that have more than juvenile
appeal for readers of weekly stamp
periodicals. The Club, accordingly, felt
that by making available to these am-
bitious minors the vast facilities of the
Club, they would be encouraged to in-
crease their interest, study and accom-
plishments.

“Associate” memberships will not
be open to everyone who submits an
application for them. Each applicant
will be considered with the same tho-
roughness to which regular applicants
are subjected to maintain the standards
which have kept The Collectors Club
in the fore as America’s premier phila-
telic institution. Those seeking “Juni-
or” membership will have to submit
evidence of their philatelic knowledge
and worthiness for examination and
consideration by the Admissions Com-
mittee.

The Collectors Club passed the reso-
lution in its continuing efforts to pro-
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mote a deeper interest in advanced
stamp collecting which always has been
a major project. By its constitution, the
Club has been devoted and dedicated
to educational programs for both its
own membership and other organiza-
tions that appreciate the cultural bene-
fits of our avocation.

By now allowing younger collectors
to join with us; to attend our regular
meetings; to avail themselves of our
exceptional library; to make use of our
many facilities, we are confident that
the Collectors Club may help to build
tomorrow’s philatelic leadership.

While this action to admit young
collectors is now on an “official” basis,
we might remember that over the de-
cades, the Club has permitted young-
sters wiwthin its premises as “unoffi-
cial” guests.

We recall when, more than 40 years
ago, three young teenagers enjoyed
such “unofficial” junior membership,
and when attending meetings or brows-
ing through the library, were “adopt-
ed” by yesteryear’s titans. With this
tutelage, this trio of proteges were
given advice, help and guidance not
otherwise available to juniors of that
day. Perhaps they might have pro-
gressed without The Collectors Club or
the lessons its members provided. But
the fact remains that all three of them
went from the simple filling of blank
spaces in a printed album to serious
philately and eventually, to high dist-
inction in the avocation’s peerage.
(Two of the three have received the
Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial
Award and have been elected to sign
the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists
in Britain.)

We cannot guarantee that each new
“associate” will duplicate the attain-
ments of these juniors of a bygone
era. But The Collectors Club, by mak-
ing membership available to younger
collectors, certainly is giving them the
opportunity. It remains for them to use
this opportunity to the fullest, and by
association with our veteran members,
become inspired to reach the pinnacles
of philatelic attainment.
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DETOURED MAIL (Cont.)

Additional Important References

1. Les Aerostats—Poste, 1870-71 by J. Pileur. Ed. Au Comptoire des Timbres, Paris, 1963.

2. Balloon Pest of the Siege of Paris 1870-71 by Louis A. Chaintrier. Originally written in
the 1940s for a French philatelic weekly, these articles were translated by E. E. Thompson
and G. W. Angers (later by J. L. Eisendrath). They first appeared in The Airpost
Journal in serialized form. Published on and off between Oct. 1954 and March 1970.

3. ICARE — Revue de I’Aviation Francaise No. 56 (Winter—Spring 1971). The issue was
devoted to all aspects of balloon mail. Mostly written by Paul Maincent, Charles Dollfus
and Ernst Cohn.

4. The Franco-German War of 1870-71 by Count Helmuth Von Moltke, Harper, N. Y.,
1892. With map.

NEW BOOKS RECEIVED BY THE LIBRARY

The Yucatan Affair: The Work of Raoul Ch. de Thuin, Philatelic Counterfeiter
edited by James M. Chemi, Published by The American Philatelic Society, 1974.
523 pages, illustrated, boxed. Gift of the Society.

Essays and Proofs of United States Internal Revenue Stamps by George T. Turner.
Published by the Bureau Issues Association, 1974. Price $30.00 from the BIA,
19 Maple St., Arlington, Mass. 02174. Gift of Louis S. Alfano.

The Posted Letter in Colonial and Revolutionary America 1628-1790 edited by
Alex L. ter Braake. Published by the American Philatelic Society, 1975. 655
pages, illustrations, maps, hardbound. Price $15 from the APS, P. O. 358, State
College, Pa. 16801. Gift of the Society.

Catalogue des Entiers Postaux de France — 7e edition, 1975. Published by the
Association des Collectionneurs d’Entiers Postaux, 35 boulevard Saint-Martin,
75003 Paris, France. 535 pages, illustrations, looseleaf. Gift of the France &
Colonies Philatelic Society.

The Postal Bulletin. Published daily by the U. S. Postmaster General. Volume 58,
1937. Gift of Arthur Hecht.

United States Mail and Post Office Assistant — Oct. 1860 to Sept. 1872. Reprint
edition published by the Collectors Club of Chicago. 577 pages, hardbound, boxed.
Price $125 from the publisher, 1029 N. Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. 60611.

The Postage Stamps of Switzerland 1843-1862 by Paul Mirabaud and Alex de
Reuterskiold. Reprint of the 1899 edition by Quarterman Publications. 304
pages, illustrated, hardbound. Price $35 from the publisher, 5 South Union Street,
Lawrence, Mass., 01838. Gift of the publisher.

Canadian Postage Stamps and Stationery by Clifton A. Howes. Reprinted from the
1911 edition by Quarterman Publications. 287 pages, 14 plates, hardbound.
Price $30 from Quaterman Publications, Inc. Gift of the publisher.

Stamps of British North America by Fred Jarrett. Reprinted from the 1929 edition
by Quarterman Publications. 624 pages, illustrated, hardbound. Price $35 from
Quarterman Publications, Inc. Gift of the publisher.

Guatemala: The Philately and Postal History. Volume 2. Edited by Roland A.
Goodman. Published by Robson Lowe Ltd., 1974. 344 pages, illustrated, hard-
bound. Price $50 from Robson Lowe, or H.JJ.M.R. Co. P. O. Box 610308, No.
Miami, Fla., 33161. Gift of the publisher.
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No.

5799

5800

5801

5802

5803

5804

5805

5806

5807

5808

5809

5810

5811

5812

5813

5814

5815

5816

5817

5818

5819

5820

Name
George South

Anthony Simon Bard

Myra Farley

Henry R. Pemberton

Jerry F. Bock

Sigurd Inge Johan Ringstrom

Mrs. Ruth S. Burns

Murray A. M. Graham

Raul Murillo
Ing. Alberto A. Leal
Ing. Alberto Varon Modiano

Russell S. Nakahara

Willy Barterer

Wesley P. Mann, Jr.

Capt. James T. R. Johnson, Jr.

Eric P. Anderson

Michael C. O’Reilly

Anthony Amaral
H. Harold Wineburgh
Mrs. Brenda L. Hutchings

Clarke Braly

Edward A. Robertson

November 1975

NEW MEMBERS

Address
London, England

London, England

Melbourne, Australia

Wayne, Pa.

Indianapolis, Ind.

Trelleborg, Sweden

Franklin Center, Pa.

Southall, England

Guadalajara, Mexico
Guadalajara, Mexico
Guadalajara, Mexico

Makawao, Hawaii

La Jolla, Calif.

Boston, Mass.

West Point, N. Y.

Baltimore, Md.

Huntsville, Ala.

Carson City, Nev.
Dallas, Texas
Galveston, Texas

San Diego, Calif.

Waverly, Mass.

Collecting Interest
Malaya — Columbia

Postal History — Jammu &
Kashmir, Poonch States

U.S. A.

U.S. Regular, Commemorative
& Air Mail

Stampless Covers of Indiana —
Philatelic Literature

Whole World —La Guaira —
Suez Canal Company

Research — Literature

Aden Postal History and
Literature

Mexico
“Aguilas Imperiales” 1864-66
Mexico — Israel

U. S. Plate Blocks, Coil Line
Pairs, Lined Blocks

Scrolls of Bermuda, Nyasaland,
Leeward Islands, etc.

World Wide Generalist

Worldwide Covers & Postal
History — 1700-1945

Persia (Iran)

Alabama Postal History,
U.S. 1857 and 1869 issues

Cyprus
World wide to 1938
U. S. Mint Singles

China — The Shanghai Postal
System; Foreign Posts in
China

Japan & East Asia
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Book Reviews

THE PNEUMATIC POST OF PARIS. By
J. D. Hayhurstt OB.E. 27 pages, 12
figures. Published by The France and
Colonies Philatelic Society of Great Bri-
tain. 90 pence plus postage from G. E.
Barker, 18 Rodney Way, Boxgrove Park,
Guildford, Surrey.

This little book is a well-written
narrative historical account of the
pneumatic post of Paris. It provides a
general history of the development of
the service and delves into the charac-
ter of its stationery and markings from
a postal history or moderately-special-
ized point of view. The general collec-
tor will find it useful in identifying phi-
latelic material from that of the pneu-
matic service. It does not offer a
systematic and complete listing or
catalogue of pneumatic stationery and
postmarks, nor does it offer maps that
show the evolutionary changes in the
tube routes. The author, however, cites
references to French publications
where such detailed information can
be found, and he does illustrate the
main types of stationery, along with
summary tables showing the tariffs,
the stationery issued and a map of the
tubes as of 1971.

There is also a note about the
famous pneumatic telegram that was
vital evidence in the acquittal of
Dreyfus, plus a bit about the centenary
celebration of the service in 1966.
Mr. Hayhurst’s work fills the need for
an authorative (he has checked the
latest studies) general introduction to
the subject, which has been lacking in
English heretofore. We recommend it
for the library of the general collector
of France, French postal stationery
and French postal history. The print-
ing, illustrations and the editing by
C. S. Holder are of high quality.

(R. G. Stone)

CYCLOPEDIA OF UNITED STATES
POSTMARKS AND POSTAL HISTORY.
Edited by Delf Norona. 416 pages, Illus.
Published by Quaterman Publications,
Inc., 5 South Union St., Lawrence, Mass.
01838. Price, $25.

Dealing primarily with postal mark-
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ings, the “Cyclopedia” also puts em-
phasis on postal history where rele-
vant to philatelic items. Among the
many fields studied are: Domestic, air-
mail and foreign mail postage rates;
railroad cancels and western express
franks; killer cancellations, patent can-
cellations and postage meters; used
abroads which follow the United States
armed forces to the Philippines, Mex-
ico and Europe; town marks and first
and last day marks; revenue stamps
used for postage; legislature and
bureau pre-cancels.

Today, more and more philatelists
are turning to things once common,
but now less frequently seen. Norona’s
cyclopedia should provide much of in-
terest to them as well as to almost
every specialist in United States postal
history. (H.D.S.H.)

POSTMARKED KENTUCKY, A Postal
History of the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky from 1792 to 1900. Alan T. Atkins,
1975; Publisher: J-B Publishing Co., 430
Ivy Avenue, Crete, Nebraska 68333, $12.
Published under the auspices of the
Kansas City Collectors Club.

In a state as old as Kentucky (ad-
mitted in the first round after the
original thirteen states), it is surprising
that more is not widely known of its
postal history; this monograph begins
to fill that void by tabulating some of
the available information. A collection
of articles dealing with the area, the
work is not definitive. Most of it lists
the known post offices with a key indi-
cating status, location, etc., while a
separate list covers the known transit
post offices: boat, rail and highway.
An interesting discussion of the Louis-
ville fair-grounds deals with far more
than its title, “Southern Exposition
Post Office.” Finally, twelve plates of
primarily stampless markings are in-
cluded. It is disconcerting to have a
fine stampless cover as frontispiece,
with no caption. We can only infer,
based upon the introduction, that this
is the earliest known marking from
Danville, dating to 1793. A bibli-
ography is included in this worthwhile,
first effort. (E. E. Fricks)



————— PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS ————

Published by The Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund

UNITED STATES
Early American Perforating Machines — 1857-67 — W. S. Boggs, 1954 $200 [
United States, The Ten Cents Stamps of 1855-59 — M. I. Neinken, 1960 $10.00 [
Robert Morris, Postmaster of New York — W. S. Boggs, 1960 ... $25.00 [
The Pony Express — M. C. Nathan and W. S. Boggs, 1962 $10.00 [
United States, The 5c¢ Beacon Air Mail Slamp of 1928 —

H. M. Goodkmd 1965 ... U $200 O
Postal History of Vermont — G. C. Slawson, A. W. Bingham

and S. W. Drenan, 1969 . e e & rven S ne oo S : $10.00 [
CONFEDERATE STATES
Civil War Prisons and Their Covers — E. Antrim, 1962 §10.00 [
OVERSEAS
Afghanistan, Its 20th Century Postal Issues— F. E. Patterson, III, 1965 $10.00 [
Corrientes, The Issues of 1856-59 — L. Stich, 1957 $200 [
French Colonies, The General Issues — R. G. Stone, 1961 : ; Sold Out
French Morocco: the 1943-44 Tour Hassan Issues — C. Neidorf, 1953 $150 O
Honduras, The Black Air Mail — I. I. Green, 1962 . %8100 O
Philatelic Handbook for Korea, 1884-1905 — Korea Stamp Society $10.00 [
Manchoukuo — H. K. Zirkle, 1964 " S $10.00 [
The New Hebrides, Postal Stamps and Their History — N. Hals

and P. Collas, 1968 ............... ' $10.00 [
New Zealand, 1898-1900; Great Barrier Reef Island Pigeon Post Stampa —

J. R. Walker, H. L. Chisholm and H. M. Goodkind, 1969 ... -~ $500 O
A Postal History of Spain — T. Van Dam, 1973 VSRR | )% 1| S
COLLECTORS CLUB
The Collectors Club Philatelist, Cumulative Index to Volumes 1 to 50,

1922-1971 — E. C. Wilkens and J. D. Dowd. 1972 . A — $10.00 [
Reprint of the First Scott Catalog, 1868 — 21 pages o P $200 O
SPECIAL TO MEMBERS: 259 DISCOUNT ON ANY BOOK
ORDERED FROM THIS PAGE

22 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y. 10016
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If you plan to enter an
award winning collection at

l\"l‘l‘ RPHIL'76

and want to push it into the Gold Medal Class
Remember Gold winning collections at Interna-
tional Exhibitions always contain material that

has been supplied by Stanley Gibbons Limited of
London.

CONTACT US NOW
FOR QUICK SERVICE

Stanley Gibbons Ltd.
391 Strand

London, WC2R OLX
England

Tel. (01) 836-8444

Our U. S. agent

Abbot Lutz, Inc.

Rockefeller Center

1270 Avenue of the Americas
New York, N. Y. 10020

U. S. A.

Tel. (212) JU 2-2232
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STAMPS IN YOUR ESTATE?

PLAN NOW. CALL WOLFFERS
SAN FRANCISCO (415) 781-5127

AVOID FAMILY TENSIONS.
LET US HELP YOU SET UP YOUR STAMP
HOLDINGS YOUR WAY. CALL COL-
LECT. WE'LL TRAVEL.

RICHARD WOLFFERS INC.

STAMPS AND AUCTIONS
127 KEARNY ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CA. 94108

“In The West — It's Wolffers"

THE POSTAGE STAMPS
AND POSTAL HISTORY
OF NEWFOUNDLAND

Winthrop S. Boggs

QUARTERMAN’'S LATEST RE-
PRINT: This fascinating and scho-
larly work discusses early postal
history; regular and commemorative
issues from 1857 to 1942; airmail
stamps and their overprints; postage
due; postal stationery; and cancella—
tions and postmarks. Many illustra—
tions. Includes a bibliography and a
listing of the post offices in New-—
foundland and Labrador as of 1940
with their pervious names. This 256—
page hardcover edition also includes
Postage Stamps of Newfoundland by
Poole and Huber.

$20.00 Postpaid

Quarterman Publications, Inc.
5 South Union Street

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01802

HOW TO SELL
YOUR STAMPS
AT AUCTION.

Send for a free detailed brochure.

Waverly
Trading
Company

Licensed Auctioneers
Box 78-A

Waverley, Mass. 02179
617 -923-9716
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We can offer the following items from our extensive stock of Old Rumania. This ""

represents only a fraction of our stock and inquiries for other items will be care- ]
fully dealt with. The following items are all mint. "”
Scott 22, 22a + 22b ... $ 26 Scott 36 = & &0 "
27 $ 17 45 marginal piece ... $ 30 e
27 corner piece ..o...... $ 26 49 . $ 48 "“
24a pair with two types ... $196 AR e $ 39 "
29a strip of three ... $ 48 48 marginal block of six ... $120 i
30 strip of four ... $ 35 48b $ 33 m
30+4-30a in margina pairs $ 56 48a block of six ... w
3lb type @ oo $ 39 46 i
3lb type b $ 39 49 ||”

Please note that in general we only carry stamps and covers up to approximately .
1920. Exceptions are Great Britain and Switzerland where we stock all periods. I"l

Items in which you are interested can be submitted on approval against suitable i
references. Payment can be made in Dollars to our New York account. "“

Our representative in The United States:

JOHN F. D. BARESCH, P.O. Box 383, Burlington, Mass. 01803 il-ﬁ
LEO BARESCH Il

Mansfield House, 376-9 Strand, London WC2R OLA, England -
Agent in the U.S.A.: John F. D. Baresch, P.O. Box 383, Burlington, Mass. 01803 ""

SELLING?

If you have a specialised collection or single
pieces of merit either on or off cover please do
not hesitate to contact us.

ERIC ETKIN LIMITED

International Philatelic Dealers

45 New Bond Sireet,
London, W1Y 9HB

England
Telephone: 01-499 1781/2
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THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA

PUBLICATIONS
By J. R. Purves, R.D.P,, F.R.P.S.L.

Postal History of Port Phillip District ... ... - R ... $3.50
The “‘Emblems’’ of Vietoria . .. ... N Y ————— $6.50
Victoria: The Postage Du€s ... ... : . = $6.50
Victoria: ‘‘ Butterfly’’ and ““Barred Oval’’ Cancellations 1850-55 . ... $2.50
Victoria: The ‘‘Barred Numeral’’ Cancellations 1856-1912 ] . $10.50
Victoria: The ‘‘Registered’’ and ‘‘Too Late’’ Stamps 1854-58 . $10.50
Victoria: 1901-12 Issue (The 3d., 4d., and 5d. Values) . ) $1.00
Victoria: The V Over Crown Watermarks ... ’ ! $1.00
Philately from Australia: Cumulative Index to Vols I-X, 1949-58 $1.50
Philately from Australia: Cumulative Index to Vols XI-XX, 1959-68 . .. $1.50
The Postal History of Barakoma Airfield, Rev A. H. Voyce " . $2.00
Tasmania: The Postal History and Postal Markings, H. M. Campbell F.R.PS.L.,

J. R. W. Purves, F.R.P.S.L., L. C. Viney, F.RP.S. L. __.....coccoomiiiiiimiriiiiiiioiienns $10.50
New South Wales Numeral Cancellanons, Alan G. Brown and H. M. Campbell

F.R.P.S.L. $5.00. First Supplement .. . ... $150
Cumulative Index: Commonwealth of Austmlw W. M. Holbeach FRPSL. .. $3.50

Postage Extra in all Cases

JOHN GARTNER at THE HAWTHORN PRESS

601 LITTLE BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 3000

1975 — Our 57th Year

STAMPS WANTED

Each Year Our Public Auctions
and Gold Medal Mail Sales
Sell Over 75,000 Lots !

We Urgently Need Additional Material !

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it without delays or
bargaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured mail or express, attention:
Appraisal Dept. All shipments are held aside intact awaiting your instructions
after we send our offer or advice. Informal appraisals are free, and our buyer
can visit you to inspect larger properties.

J. & H. STOLOW, INC.

915 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10010 Tel.: (212) 533 -0790

“Rated first in stamps by all standard authorities”

Stolow’s has purchased outright, at the top market price, with immediate
cash payment, more than $50,000,000 worth of fine stamps. Our needs are
unlimited.

Fair treatment is always assured
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HISTORY OF LETTER POST
COMMUNICATION BETWEEN
THE UNITED STATES

AND EUROPE — 1845-1875

by George E. Hargest

History of Letter Post Communication
describes postal services between the
United States and Europe and explains
their development. Postal rates, ships
sailing dates, international agree—
ments and regulations are considered
in detail. Over 100 illustrations, many
of which are covers, reflect the mark—
ings for route, service and rate.

Incorporated in this 256-page hard—
cover second edition is the complete
text of the original, a new section on
the U.S.-French Convention of 2
March 1857, a new preface, correc—
tions of the typographical errors in
the first edition and some changes to
ships sailing data received by the
author after the first edition was pub—

lished.
$30.00 Postpaid

Quarterman Publications, Inc.
5 South Union Street
Lawrence, Massachusetts 01802

FALKLAND IS.

A mint imprint pair of the £1
top value, previously mounted but
with excellent centering and fresh

colours, is offered for:

$685.00

F. W. COLLINS

Stoborough Croft, St. Cross,

Winchester, SO23 9RX, England.
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THE SPECIALIST COLLECTOR

Will usually find something of interest in
our auctions which are held regularly in
LONDON, BASLE and BOURNEMOUTH.
A subscripiton rate card for all our auction
catalogues will gladly be supplied, also our
brochure detailing our service:

“Selling Your Stamps”
If your collecting interests are limited to
not more than three countries, you may be
interested in our “Busy Buyers’ Service,”
which is specially designed for the collector
who does not need to see the full range of
our catalogues.
POSTAL HISTORY and REVENUE stamps
are regularly featured, as well as the clas-
sics.
FORTHCOMING SALES INCLUDE:
DECEMBER

3 SCANDINAVIA with the Earl Jacob-
sen Greenland, classic Denmark and
Sweden.

4 GENERAL collections, wholesole and
single country lots at Bournemouth.

16 OVERSEAS including U.S. A. classic
issues and Locals with notable
“Bloods.” The Far East includes valu-
able Japan, Ryuku Is. and a fine sec-
tion of Manchurian covers, also Egypt
with proofs.

17 GREAT BRITAIN with imprimaturs
and die proofs including many of the
rare abnormals.

Suitable material can always be accepted for
inclusion in one of our International Auc-
tions.

’

“We sell your stamps where they sell best

o

L0

ROBSON LOWE
INTERNATIONAL LTD.
50 Pall Mall,

London SW1 Y 5JZ, England.

Cables: “Stamps London SW1”.
Telex: 915 410. V.A.T. No. 239/4486/31.

Collectors sending property for sale can
avoid British Value Added Tax complica-
tions by including the V.A.T. number on the
outside of the package. If sending by freight
(air or surface) please secure the appro-
priate labels from us before despatch.



NEW BRUNSWICK

black. Ex. Jephcott

in black. Attractive
NOVA SCOTIA

stamp and framed ‘“SHIP LRE".

1795 (July 22nd) entire letter from St.
MAGNIFICENT strike of the straight line “ST. JOHN N.B.” with date in

2. 1827 (18th Aprll) entire letter from ’it
bearing m/s ‘“Free J. Campbell P.M.”,
strike of the straight line “ST. JOHNS N.B.” in black. Ex. Jephcott $400

3. 1832 (25th February) entire letter from Bathurst to Fredericton bearing m/s
“Free” with signature & a very fine strike of the black double circle “POST
OFFICE BATHURST"” -- one of only TWO recorded strikes — ill. on page
152 of book by Jephcott, Greene & Young $130

4. 1832 (22nd June) cover to Quebec bearing attractive strike of the large cir-
cular “DALHOUSIE POST OFFICE"” date stamp and circular rimless “MI-
RAMICHI'" — both in black on obverse

5. 1844 (5th May) entire to Quebec rated
circle “GRAND FALLS N.Br” with m/s date. Scarce $ 80

6. 1856 (April 30th) entire letter to Bndgotown Nova Scotia rated “6” and
bearing strike of the rare straight line

The Stampless Covers of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia

John to Fredericton bearing really

$300

‘Andrews to Lunenburgh "Nova Scotia
rimless c.d.s. of Halifax and fine

$100

“11" with clear strike of the double

“ST. JOHN N. B/SHIP LETTER”

$390

1790 (February 26th) entire from Borough, England addressed to St. John,
New Brunswick bearing split-framed circular “HALIFAX.N.SCOTTA"” date-
Great Rarity—the letter bears interesting
notation by J. Peters, Deputy Postmaster General of Nova Scotia . $525
8. 1821 (1st November) cover to London bearing encircled ‘“‘Paid” and double
oval crown “QHTP LETTER HALIFAX"” in black. Backstamped with rimless
“Fredericton” c.d.s. & framed ‘“‘Packet Letter” . _ $240
9. 1853 (April 23rd) entire letter from Parrsborough to Hahfax N.S. bearing a
super strike of the red Crowned Circle “PAID AT AMHERST N.S.” Rated
“3” and backstamped at Halifax & Amherst i $385
This is but a small selection from our stocks of the Postal Hlstory of British
North America. Further details of available items supplied on request.

W. E. LEA (Philatelists) Ltd.
I Adelphi, John Adam St.
Strand, London, W.C. 2

Cables: Leastamps
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WATCH FOR
OUR
QUALITY

AUCTION SALES

of
U.S. and CANADA

Stamps and Covers

Daniel F. Kelleher Co., Inc.

Est. 1885
40 Court Street
Boston, Mass. 02108

Stanley J. Richmond, Proprietor
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JANUARY 28-29

AUCTION SALE
FINE CANADA

exceptional Pence, 1859's & 1868's
including covers & proofs
the property of a distinguished
overseas philatelist

GREAT BRITAIN
and Commonwealth

GENERAL PROPERTIES
Catalog $2
(Ontario residents add 10c S.T.)
Subscription to all 1976 Catalogs
& Prices Realized $5
(Ontario residents add 25¢ S.T.)

J. N. SISSONS LIMITED
Suite 27 — Office Mezzanine
KING EDWARD HOTEL
37 KING STREET EAST

TR
$x$xIxIn?

R S N R e S e e s 8 u

}  TORONTO, CANADA M5C IE9

X Cables: Sistamp, Toronto x|
£ Phone: 416-364-6003 2
3 $ 30§ X X XX RN M XN INENS 213 X I 28I

THE POSTAGE
STAMPS OF SWITZERLAND
1843-1862

Paul Mirabaud
and
Alex de Reuterskiold

An important source of information
for all who collect this popular coun—
try, this 304-page hardcover Quar—
terman reprint includes material on
the Cantonal issues, the transitional
Rayone, and the seated Helvetias.
Almost one half of the work is de—
voted to the postal markings found
on the 1843-1854 issues.
Among the 15 full-page illustrations
are plating studies of the “Vaud”
transitionals and layouts of the Rayon.
The 10 color plates of the early Swiss
issues have been reproduced as black
and white halftones of extremely fine
quality.

$35.00 Postpaid

Quarterman Publications, Inc.
5 South Union Street
Lawrence, Massachusetts 01802

HAWAII

We have a fine stock of Covers,
ranging from Pre-Adhesive mate-
rial and combination frankings
with U.S. A. through the later
period, and including some beau-
tiful “Numeral” issues of the
1860’s on entires.

Also Die Proofs, Sperati Forger-
ies, Wells Fargo and Maritime
items.

— Engquiries invited —

Argyll Stamp Co. Ltd.

Directots:
C. Angus Parker, W. R. Hart,
A. J. Brown
265 Strand, London, WC2R [AJ

England

SPECIALIZING IN

CHOICE

UNITED STATES
Stamps and Covers
CANADA
PENCE ISSUES

Bruce G. Daniels

ONE BOSTON PLACE — Room 1220
BOSTON, MASS. 02108
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COVERS

POSTAL STATIONERY

Specialist Material
®

WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS?
A\
7//8“/ é)n /anz] S[am
g P

643 Fifth Ave. South
Naples, Florida 33940

s

SIAM

(THAILAND)

Would like to buy collections,
dealer's stocks, rare items,
early covers, proofs, speci-

mens, etc., of

Thailand

revenues,

F. H. GLOECKNER
1315 Cherry Street

Philadelphia, Pa. 19107

Phone 215 - 568-1770

UhInA

POSTAL HISTORY
& RARE STAMPS

Foreign Offices, Provinces,
Treaty Ports, Korea,
Mongolia, Tanna Tuva,
Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan,
Indochina, Afghanistan,
and Siam.

SR> George Alevizos g

Rare Stamps and Postal History

SEP
-, 1889 \J P.0. BOX 5159
#4newY/ SANTA MONICA, CALIF 90405 US.A:

TEL. (213) 392-1183

November 1975

U.S. CLASSIC
COVERS

Covers, Cancels & Postal History,
are sold 3 times per year at Pub-
lic Auction. lllustrated Catalogs,
sent for $1.00 in Stamps, incl.
Legal Size #10, S.A.S.E. for Prices
Realized.

Above, sent on approval, against
Want Lists, U.S. Classic 19th &
20th Century Cover Collections
Wanted, for either outright Pur-
chase, or Consignment for Future
Auctions. Correspondence Invited.

AL ZIMMERMAN
843 Van Nest Ave.
Bronx, N.Y. 10462
Tel. 212-822-7333
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RUSSIA
WANTED

We have been specializing in
this particular country for 50 years
and are therefore probably able
to appreciate your holdings more
than anyone else. Accordingly, we
offer you more cash.

We are in urgent need of spe-
cialized Collections—XIX and XX
Century (preferably up to [945).
Rarities, Covers, Cancellations,
Errors, Varieties, listed or not by
Scott—also better grade sets.

Selections will be kept intact
pending acceptance of our check
(or returned, at our expense, in-
surd). Minimum $100.00.

Fast, Courteous service! We
have been serving Philately for 50
years!

S. SEREBRAKIAN

P.O. BOX 448,
MONROE, N.Y. 10950

Do Not Sell Your Collection

as long as you enjoy collecting and
as long as you have fun with your
stamps. But when you get tired of a
collection because it has reached its
goal, when you want to start in another
philatelic field, do not hesitate to dis-
pose of the “finished” collection. In
this way you will obtain additional
funds for purchases in your new field.
When you decide to sell, talk with a
dealer whom you have trusted with
your purchases. He is the right man to
sell for you the items he has once sold
to you. We are always happy when we
can give advice and help of this kind.
Contact us when the time is ripe and
we will do our best to arrange a satis-
factory sale of your material, either
by private sale or by auction.

MERCURY STAMP CO., INC.

10 East 40th Street
New York, N.Y. 10016
Tel.: MUrray Hill 3-6745
Cable Address: Mercstamp Newyork

=l

If you are searching for a truly choice

classic cover, your prime source is:

MIDWAY
STAMPS
LTD.

2077 CENTER AVE.
FORT LEE
N.J. 07024

A\

STAMPS OF
BRITISH NORTH AMERICA

Fred Jarrett

This 624—page Quarterman reprint of
the 1929 edition of Fred Jarrett’s
work covers revenues, postal station—
ery, wrappers, bisects, law stamps and
counterfeits as well as the regular
issues of the Province of Canada,
Dominion of Canada, British Colum—
bia and Vancouver Island, New
Brunswick, Newfoundland and Nova
Scotia. Also contains background in—
formation and extensive treatment of
postmarks and cancellations.

Complete text of the original with its
extensive illustrations and prices.

$35.00 Postpaid

Quarterman Publications, Inc.
5 South Union Street
Lawrence, Massachusetts 01802
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Classics since 1843

—

bl

M Eoeal Taxell

Switzerland's stamps have been among the most attractive and popular to

make them oustanding classic treasures of philately.

This is true today just as it has been for more than a century ago.

Perhaps you can't afford the Zurich, Geneva or Basel cantonals.

But you can enjoy today's masterpieces with complete confidence that
their value will continue to rise because worldwide demands are so great.
It's simple. Just open a subscription account by sending a remittance
($10 will amply take care of a full year's new stamps in mint singles or
first-day covers) and we'll do the rest. Each time new stamps are released
yours will be mailed automatically, eliminating bothersome individual

ordering.

It's that easy.

Philatelic Service Office, PTT
3000 BERN, SWITZERLAND.

TV VTV T TYT YT YT TY
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Scott Neo. 2 (Cat. $350)

Realized $1250 in our Auction.
2509, above catalogue.

Our Auction Catalogues are a profile of sound investments from yesteryear
being offered at tomorrow's investment bids! Collectors World-wide find an
opportunity to place revered collestions before an international audience to
realize their full profit potential.
SELECTING AN AUCTIONEER who can merchandise quality philatelic mate-
rial is the primary concern, but selecting an Auctioneer who can profit the
collector is equally important. The Auctioneer must potentiate the collection
by utilizing.
ADVANCED AUCTION TECHNIQUES
SPECIALIZED PROCEDURES
HAND PICKED ST{\\FF. EXPERTS IN THE FIELD
wit
RECORD BREAKING REALIZATIONS
A HISTORY OF SUCCESSFUL AUCTIONS
ETHICAL TERMS

to
MAXIMIZE THE HIGHEST REALIZATIONS WHICH

CAN BE OBTAINED FOR YOUR COLLECTION!

If you have the philatelic property, we have the market. Our next
Auction Catalogue gives you 2550 reasons to slect "THE COLLECTORS'
AUCTIONEER". If you've been contemplating the sale of your collection,
you'll find our staff beneficial in helping you decide the best method of
disposal.

LIBERAL ADVANCES ON COLLECTIONS OVER $10,000
NO LOTTING FEE
NO HIDDEN 'LAST MINUTE' CHARGES
WHETHER YOU'RE SELLING No. 2's or BUYING No. I's . . . You'll soon

know why we're called

XA AR A AT S
The Z
Collectors’ 4

Auctioneer

:
8
/ £
e
SIMMY'S

STAMP COMPANY, INC. 1]

5
:

~ e

148 STATE ST., BOSTON, MA. 02109

APS SPA BIA ASDA AFDCS
Our Auction Catalogue is Free for the Asking !
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REMEMBER....

The world — wide demands upon Stanley Gibbons
Auctions for good stamps in first class condition,
requires continuous search by our specialist
valuers. Should you have a stamp collection or
other philatelic material for sale, remember the
first name in stamps and contact Stanley Gibbons
Auctions, where you can be assured of getting
first-class friendly service and the best possible
prices.
sk Upward of 24 sales each season guarantees
that specialist material is allocated a suitable
sale resulting in top realisations.
% An expert team of valuers whose one
aim is to prepare your collection to the
best advantage.

% Commission rates are extremely fav-
ourable. There is a standard rate
which is flexible and can be tailored
to suit individual properties.

% Well produced catalogues are
always available, usually six
weeks prior to the sale. The
unique ‘‘Cibbons Group‘’ spec-
ialist register is used to ensure
that interested parties are advis-
ed of impending sales.

OR SALE BY PRIVATE TREATY

Free valuation giving expected net
realisation. '

No commission charged to vendor.

" Sales generally effected within one or
two weeks.

Immediate cash settlements upon
completion.

*

SUOVLEL SRR ANTDRNR WATER,

I am interested in opening a subscription to Stanley
Gibbons Auction Catalogue service.

Name
Address




Spectiaser to their entiT Ry
vand February, on the coast 01
a; it obscures the air with a red dust-

atirib.

= mel: see HarMALA.

% Har’>mer‘ize (ha-amoui-aiz), v. 20th Cent. E.
1. To hold a public sale of philatelic property in
which the price offered is increased by bids until
the highest-bidder becomes the purchaser to his
and the vendor’s entire satisfactions.

2. To transfer for a consideration, philatelic

another to their entire satisfaction.

I. Free appraisals to vendors.
2. Lliberal advances.

3. Guaranteed realizations
available

4. Specialist describers with 200 years of
philatelic experience.

5. Accurately described, generously illustrated
auction catalogues.

All this for the usual 20%, commission.

Request the booklet “Modern Methods
of Philatelic Selling”

Request booklet from

H. R. HARMER, INC.
The International Auctioneers
6 WEST 48th STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036
(212) 757-4460

properties, at an agreed price, from one to /%




