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Short Cut to a Medal ·· 

Buy a Specialized Collection 

AUSTRALIA 
Kangaroo issues specialized. Varieties of Watermark, paper 

and perforation. Shades, cancellations, specimens. "O.S." punches. 
Gutter blocks and other multiples. Issues studied by printings. Well 
written up, well mounted. 

Price on application. 

TONGA 
A very attractive, specialized collection including some rare 

covers, pairs, multiples and varieties. 145 stamps, 14 covers. 
$1,100. 

FALKLAND ISLANDS 
An outstanding specialized collection including the rare black 

frank of 1861 on cover, one of the finest known. A strong show­
ing of all issues, especially the rare early provisionals. Blocks of 
four and larger, sheets, shades, proofs, specimens. The 1933 Cen­
tenary set to the £I in singles (used and unused) and imprint 
blocks of four. A truly remarkable collection. 

Price on application. 

BALLONS MONTES 
A collection of 21 very interesting items from the Paris Ba l­

loo n Post of 1870-71. Letter-journals, one Depeche-Ballon , historic 
documents. Condition very fine throughout. 

$825. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
589 Fifth Ave., (E. 48th St. entrance), New York, N. Y. 10017 

Phone: 212 MU 8-5252 

International .. .:f:uction.eera of Fine Btampa 

The Collectors Club Philatelist Is published bl-monthly (Jan., Mar., May, July, Sept., Nov.) by the Collec­
tors Club, Inc., 22 East 35 Street, New York, N. Y. 10016. Annual Subscription Rates: - $10.00; $7.50 tor non­
profit Institutions. Free to all members. Individual copies - $2.00 ea. 

IC The Collectors Club, Inc., 1966 
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Recognized Serious Buyers 

WEILL of Ne~ Orleans 

Roger G. Weill Raymond H. Weill 

RAYMOND H. WEILL CO. 
407 Royal St. New Orleans, La. 70130 
Telephone 522-7373 Area Code 504 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 
as well as 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broken up for our next international auction sale 

for which we are going to prepare again our famous 27,000 

catalogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA ZURICH 
(Bahnhofstraue 10%) 

Switzerland 
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Exciting 

Enjoyable 
Entertaining 

subscribe to the 

MINKUS 
STAMP JOURNAL 

a qua rterly publication 

The third issue (illustrated above) features : 
Medicine, Stamps and the History of Man • The Bill of Rights • Mary Cassatt 
and the Impressionists • American Indians from a Prague Museum • I 066 -
A Year to Remember. 

Special Departments: 
World Wide New Issue News • T apical Listings • Stamp Programs for the 
U.S., U. N., and Canada • Designs That Didn't Make It • The Story Behind 
the Stamp • Perf. the Philatelic Poodle • Phi latelic Quiz • a new mental 
teaser the Philate lic Scramble • Prizes and more. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

$2 - I yr. (4 issues), $5 - 3 yrs. ( 12 issues), $3 per yr. outside U. S. A. 
Your subscription will start with the third issue, but if you would like the first and 
second issues we will send them to you while quantities last. 
Please include 75c additional . 

. cl ip along this line 

Name (print) ........ ..... .. .......... . 

Address ................... ............... . 

City & State .. ............ .. . . .................... Zip# ....... . 

D 1 yr. (4 iss ues) - $2 D 3 y1·s. (12 is sues) - $5 

D Outside U.S.A. - $3 per yr. 0 1st & 2nd copies - 7Sc Total ...... . 

MINKUS STAMP JOURNAL, INC. 
116 West 32nd Street N e w Y o r k, N. Y. I 0 0 0 I 
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This is a typical photographic plate from one of our catalogues (there are nine plates, 60 p ages 
and approximately 1,500 lots in every issue. ) It illustrates the type of material wh ich appears 
in ou r Postal H istory Auctions. Sales are held monthly - the next takes place on 23rd July 
a nd 20th August 1966. 

A specimen copy of the catalogue is yours for the asking , free and post free (50 cents by a ir ­
mail to abroad.) 

·RIGBY POSTAL HISTORY AUCTIONS, LTD ., 
31 RICHMOND HILL, BOURNEMOUTH, ENGLAND. 
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IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL 
You should know what people have to say 

about H. E. HARRIS & CO. 

A retired dealer- collector from Miami, Florida says: 

. . . 

"No dealer could have given me more, nor paid me so promptly." 

Mr· R. E. Harris 
R E Harris & co. 

• to•n MaSS• 02117 
BOS ' 

near Mr· Harris, 
en Uquidating l!fY 

As you }roOW', I have bt~e ....... .,t several years, 
l.dingS over r- yment of 

I>hil.atelic ho aclromrl.edge your pa rtion 

Frederick A. Newman 

and I now want to 1ast and final I>O 

$
26 950.00 covering _the d accUJllUlation of stam'P5• 

' ,n~ge collection an 
of l!fY ~ re t I have been mo 

I want you to }alOW' ~~saction I have ever 
tha.Il 'Pl.eased wi thvieve~een a collector for mot re 

th you. Ha ng rt of tha had wi d a deal.er for pa when 
tha.Il 50 years, an have s~cial meaning 

rha'P6 it rray i ven me more 
time' ~ t NO deal.er could have g al.ways done• 
I say tha tly as you have 

..... id me so 'Promp nor ..- t~n~ to t say more ....... 
In a'P'Preciation, ~~S.:0 ary heart. Shoold 

thaDk you from the bOt name as a reference' 
ever wish to use ary 

you f l free to do 50. 
'Pi.ease ee 

FOR YOUR OWN PROTECTION 
To replenish our extensive retail stocks we arc constantly buying 
- at generous prices - collections and accumulations made by 
stamp collectors provided they are worth $100 or more .... Our 
free appraisals, good prices, and prompt payments - with no 
haggling or delays - have made us innumerable friends among 
collectors with stamps to sell .... Send only 2Sc for this booklet 
of valuable information, "If You Have Stamps to Sell," and read 
it for your own protection before disposing of your collection. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. BOSTON, MASS. 02117 
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POSTAGE ST AMP AUCTIONS 

HAMBURG DUSSELDORF 

(Germany) 

Rarities and special collections will be handled in the most effective 
manner through our auctions, which are known throughout the world . 

Our auction catalogues (circulation of I 0,000 copies per auction) are 
forwarded to the most important philatelists in all countries. 

Deliveries are accepted at any time. 

Auction commission 15% . 

A reserve price is fixed by mutual agreement. No difficulties with re­
gard to import or foreign exchange. Free payment to all countries in 
every requested currency. 

First class U. S. 
References a nd 
Ban k Refe re nces 

G e rma ny 
Refe re nce : Commerz­
ba nk A. G ., Hamburg 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & c o. 
Speersort 6, 

HAMBURG 1 / Germany 

Ca bles : EDMORO 

A Leading Pos tage Stamp A u ction House on the European Continent 
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By Appointment 
to H. M. 

Th e Queen 
Phllatelts ts 

GERMANY 
1872 (JULY) - 1873 

THE EMBOSSED EAGLE 

WITH LARGE SHIELD 

The stamps offered below are all in excep­

tionally fi ne unmounted mint condition . 

S.G. Scott 

16 

17 

17 

17a 

19 

19 

14 

15 

15 

15a 

17 

17 

1;4,g . purple Single 

l!;'~ g. yellow-green ......... Single 

l/1g. yellow-green. Block of four 

l/ 3g. deep green. Block of four 

lg. rose-carmine. Block of four 

lg. rose-carmine ........ Single 

$23 

$11 

$51 

$126 

$84 

$17 

20 18 2g . blue Block of four $56 

22 20 5g. bistre .. ...... .. Block of four $70 

23 21 lk. yellow-green. (Illustrated) 
Block of four $84 

23a Zia lk. pale blue-green. .. . Single $56 

23a Zl a lk. pale blue-green. 
Block of four $225 

25 23 3k. rose-carmine. Block of four $56 

26 24 7k . blue Block of four $84 

27 25 9k. bistre {sca rce) . 
Block of four $700 

ALL OFFERED SUBJECT UNSOLD 

STANLEY GIBBONS LTD .• 
391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 2, ENGLAND 
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RICHARD WOLFFERS 

POST AGE ST AMP SHOP 

MODERN MINT SETS 

COVERS CLASSICS 

SPAIN 
GREECE 

BELGIUM 
G ERMANY 

SWITZERLAND 
LUXEMBOURG 

BRITISH EMPIRE 

JAPAN 

CLASSIC EUROPE 

ITALY 
FRANCE 
CANADA 

RYUKYUS 
VATICAN CITY 

LIECHTENSTEIN 
UNITED STATES 

FREE ILLUSTRATED PRICELISTS 

TWO STORES TO SERVE YOU: 

CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA, CALIFORNIA 

127-133 KEARNY STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108 
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Editorials 

Reporting Auction Sale Realizations 

It is apparent that with our prosperous economy, the prices of stamps for 
collectors should increase along with everything else. The bulk of the commer­
cial philatelic transactions now are conducted through public auction sales and, 
in turn, the great majority of these auction sales in America take place in ew 
York City. 

·with each successive publi c auction sale having some of our rare and val­
uable stamps set new record prices, it follows that news of this will appear in 
the stamp collectors' newspapers and magazines. 

The typical New York auction sale runs about a thousand lots with United 
Suites and foreign stamps. But u ually only the prices of ten or so lots are re­
ported in the stamp press and all of these, of course, arc the new highs. 

Obviously, intel'cstcd philatelists constantly reading about these new record 
p rices for scarce stamps and covers, conclude that it is getting very expensive to 
collect stamps. 

This is not so, because the factual and more comprehensive picture of price 
realizations at public auction is not made public. Only the smaller percentage 
of interested philatelist , who subscribe to '' Price Realizations '' of these auction 
houses and study them, get the entire and correct picture. Those who attend an 
auction sale also do. 

Now, here is exactly what is happening. The bulk of a thousand lot public 
auction sale consists of the more plentiful and medium-priced material. The 
rare items are but a small fraction. This is true of every stamp collection, ex­
cept a very few owned by multi-millionaires. All of our collections have some 
Yaluablc stamps and covers. But since they are comprehensive, our collections 
also have the medium-priced and less expensive stamps. 

·when a collection is offered for sale and i'1 broken down for public auction, 
the entire is sold, not just the most desirable 1·ieces. 

Following the price realizations at public :.ll"cti.on of the medium-priced and 
Jess expensive stamps, Ycry few new r ecord prices are set. As a matter of 
record, outside o{ certain " hot " new couutr ies, the prices of most stamps arc 
Yer.' ' reasonable. There arc some lots of desirable medium-priced issues that 
bring no more, or CYCn slightly less than they did in past years. 

'rhe stamp market is very individual. Outside of " hot new issues" Ycr.v 
little speculating is done. Most dealers do not have sufficient capital to carry a 
\'cry extensive stock. Also, there are not many collectors investing in a stock 
of older stamps. 'l'hcrefore, often the demand and supply do not balance, as one 
would expect. 

Furthermore, a number of philatelic items haYe a thin market, in that only 
a few collect certain material. All a good philatelic auctioneer wants is two 
parties interested in the same lot. But frequently, this does not happen. Death 
or other reasons remove one interested collector from a limited specialty. Until 
a replacement comes along, such material will suffer at public auctions. 

It is our contention, that due to the reporting only of the sensational auc­
tion prices, the majority of stamp collectors in this country have formed a mis­
conception, that all stamps are now very expensive. This is not so, and more 
widespread publicity about this would be very beneficial. It would end the 
f'C'ars of those people, who are quitting stamp collecting, because they have been 
misled that philately has gone beyond their means. After all, most collectors 
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<lo not own the rare items. 
Also, there must be ma 11~' a co l IC'ctor in this country, who is afraid to buy 

stamps, because of what he reads, and thinks that he must pay new record high 
prices for every stamp he wants. 

Some of the specialty philatelic journals have a regular feature- a small 
column devoted to auction sale realizations. Unfortunately, here too, only the 
sensational new prices are reported, again giving a wrong impression. A much 
more comprehensive report is desirable showing collectors that they can secure 
many of the stamps they want at reasonable prices. 

The entire matter seems to run in typical journalistic style. Only the sen­
sational makes the news. As one of our college professors said: "If you want 
to get your name in the ne"·spaper, go out and murder your grandmother.'' 

Stamp collecting toda:v is not too expensiYe for the thousands interested in 
it . Surely, it is fine news to read about the great prices brought by some of the 
more desirable material. But all the emphasis must not be placed there. A 
more comprehensiYe report of public auctions of stamp collections would be a 
i·cal ·crvicc to philately and philatelists. 

Instant Philately 

It was bound to occur. The pace of our lives has quickened so much that 
everything we do and eat must be geared to speed. Now we are in the Instant 
Age - with instant foods, drinks, banking services - yes, even postage stamps 
are sold in some large post offices by vending machines. 

Therefore, those collecting stamps, logically demand - instant philately. 
It used to be that one collected stamps for at least ten years before he believed 
that he was beginning to master and understand the technics of philately. 

Nowadays, collectors no longer have patience. They want to be a real phila­
telist, quickly. P eople write to an editor seeking advice and information, 
which took a philatelist years to learn. But, they want to know all about phila­
tely in six easy lessons, or eYen faster. 

They expect those serving philately to give freely of their time and advice 
- without any effort on the part of the ones asking for help. The new breed 
of collectors are unwillin g to study patiently, to help support the creation of 
philatelic knowledge and to dcYote some spare time to a worth-while philatelic 
activity. 

Stamp collecting is not an easy hobby that can be learned and enjoyed 
through six easy lessons, (o r c,·en four hard ones ) . When one becomes in­
volved with some philatelic OL' postal historical problem, and his curiosity is 
aroused, he soon perceives th at the answers arc not always available at one's 
:fingertips. To find out, one must study and consult others, for one thing. 

Then, it is discovered tha,t philately has great depth, far, far more than 
99 % of the stamp collectors realize. 

Recently an active philateli ·t retired from business. This day was anti­
cipated with pleasure, because, after retirement, a good part of this man's time 
" ·ould be devoted to philately. Ile had at home loads of unassorted stamps and 
covers, accumulated over the years. But this man never had sufficient time to 
do the job. At last, the opportunity had arrived for uninterrupted stamp work. 

Approximately a year after retirement, this philatelist came into the club­
house here and said: ''You know, for practically one year now I've been work­
ing on my stamps at least three or four mornings or afternoons each week. I 
would come across a certain color variety, unknown cancellation or cover that I 
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felt sure could be explained in some work in the Club's library. Besides, for 
my own convenience, I'm assembling a pretty good-sized personal philatelic 
library." 

Continuing, he said: ''Do you know that I am just beginning to see how 
much there is to philately~ Sure, a great amount of knowledge has been writ­
ten up. But, much more remains to be done. If I am blessed to live in reas­
onably good health for another twenty years and do nothing but work with my 
stamps and covers seven days a week, fifty-two weeks a year, I still believe, that 
the work I wish to do with stamps, will not be accomplished. Now, I plainly 
sec that there is so much more to philately than most people realize!'' 

Yet, today's collectors want to get this knowledge without any effort on 
their part. No, people cannot ask for advice expecting that an experienced 
philatelist can supply it instantaneously and without any trouble, just as when 
one goes shopping in a supermarket. "There aint no such animal" as instant 
philately. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 EAST 35TH STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 
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Greece 
The 2 Lepta 1861-62 (Scott No. 9 and 9a) 
A Mystery 

By Peter Binicos 

" Enr~· Greek collection of tature contains a number of items on which 
th r rxpr l'ts ar e at odds and the ownrr has the doubtful pl e;isurc that the same 
stamp is classified differently by diffcrrnt experts in the fi eld. H e will have 
to ha\'C' his own opinion and stick to it, if he wants to be happy collecting 
C:rrrk stamps. He will then be able to show a collection, which the fellow 
specialists \\·ill r ightly admire and will cm ·y him for one of his gems or another, 
whi lr the average collector will look bewildered at the al'ray of stamps arranged 
h.' ' t he various printings which he cannot classify and, therefore, is afraid to 
roll rct h imself. Greece in this way is a countr~r wh ich is a heaven for the in ­
doell"inatrd specialist and hell for others, who haYC neither the t im e nor the 
a mbit ion to cope with the intracics of a countr.v, which the specialists ha.Ye 
mad e unpa latable for the general collector. ''* 

'J'his a1ticle will try to show how aptly the ;ihoYe rrmarks b~ the late 
Ed\\' in J\Iur llcr apply to the 2 lepta provisional stamps of: 1861-62. 

First Athens Provisionals, Hard Printings 

Aftrr the introduction of the Large H erm es Ileac1 stamp on Octohcr 1, 
1861, t he Postal Adm inistration of Greece real i7.C'( l that their supply was run­
nin g out. It th ercfOl'e, proceeded immediately to p1·int new ·tamps. 

'l'h c first .Athens printing were similar to the Paris p1·inls, in that they 
wr l'e produced by the Ilar<l Printing method, also kno\\'n as "decoupage" 
(Figs . .A-B-C-D). 

Drcoupage ("make ready") is a slow, highly skill ed preparation. The 
printrr prints three or four proof sheets. From these, cutouts are made by 
spcciali7.ed workers. First, the white parts of the design arc done, and then 
folJo\\'cd by succcssiYc cuttings of the less ''"hite parts from the other sheets 
(sec l~ i g . 5). 

Th e sheets ar e "lued together, forming one sheet with the dark parts of 
thr design having three or four layers of paper and, accordingly, the lighter 
pm·ts with three, two or just one. This sheet is then placed on the cylinder 
of the printing press on the exact place corresponding to the plate. Dul'in g 
the printing of the stamps, the thicker layers of the dark parts of: the design 
are pressed · harder; the whitr and less white parts ar e pressed lighter, thus 
obtaining a perfect and precise impression of the design. 

The Hard Printing ("a ·re") method is done with the cylinder of: the 
printing press covered with onr or more la~·crs of paper together with the 
Llccoupage, which is placed o\·cr the aboYe-mentioned papers and um1cr the 
printing paper. 

'l'he r esults from this mrtho(l arc excellent, gi ,·in g a wry fine impress ion of 
the des ign and making al l its characteristics shai·p, precise and refin ed. The 
importance of: care and ski ll in th e prrparn.tion ol' the printing and the de­
coupage must be stressed again. Good preparation will give extremely fine 

*Mueller, Edwin. "Mercury Stamp Journ al, " December, 1956, Page 86. 
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• · 2 • f\EnT • 2 · -.m , __ 
Fig. A. Decoupage . First cutting . Fig . B. Decoupa ge. Second cutting. 

results, as with the Paris printings. Poor preparation, due to carelessness and 
inferior workmanship, will result in coarse printings, as in the Athens printings. 

Comparison of Paris and Athens Prints 

Th e Hermes H ead stamps were first printed in Paris, France and later in 
Atl1 cns, Greece with the same materials, paper, ink and plates. But the local 
printers were unskilled and inexperienced. The~', thel"cfore, eoul<l not achieve 
the results of the Paris prints with their better workmanship. 

The 20 lepta, because it \\"a · for the local letter rate, ""1s much in demand; 
it ]1ad to be quickly printed. l<'l'Dm this first Athens print, there is the 20 
lepta stamp without numbers on the back (Scott #10), which is a scarce 
stamp. 

This Athens printing, which started in the beginning of October, was 
:followed by a series of successiYc smalle1· ones for the 5, 10, and 20 lepta 
denominations. The latter tlu-ee denominations had priority, being more in 
use than the others. The 1 and 2 lepta stamps were less in demand. 

The 1 lepta was used very infrequently, only on newspapers, or in strips 
or blocks for the payment of 5 or 10 lepta postage rate. 

The 2 lepta was the least in demand; there was no postal rate for this 
denomination. For this reason, even the 2 lepta Paris printing is more com­
monly found unused, although they "·ere on sale in the post offices for many 
years. 

The 2 lepta Athens printings, which were probably printed in small 
quantities at intervals of a few days, are coarse and uneven in appearance. 
Th is is due to un even mixing o.E colors, carelessness, lack of skill on the part 
of the workers in the preparation of the printing (and the decoupage) along 
with other factors. Thus, we find stamps with much or little inking; dark or 
l ight shades of color; " ·hiti sh appearance; thick shading lines, straight or dotted 
in places; and impressions lightly or heavily inked, due to pressure. As a 
result, there are st·amps, on the same sheet especially with the 1 and 2 lepta, 
which are very coarse along with others, fine 01· Yery finely printed (sec illns­
ti'ations) . 

By the end of December, 1 61, the Po tal Director, who had been sent to 
Paris for about a year by the Greek GoYcrnrncnt to observe the printing of 
stamps in France, returned and took charge of the printing of the subsequent 
A thens prints. Because of the unsuccessful and very poor results with the 
previous printings, the Hard Print method was ahandoucd, and the Soft Print 
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adopted. Thus, the first group of A thens printings are called the First Athens 
Pro visionals, H ard Pri11 ting. 

F irst A thens Provisionals, Soft Printing 

This printing method probably was more fam iliar to the Athens printers 
lwrrrnse the deta il ed and sk i I lfu l preparation of deco npn ge ( .. make r ea dy · ') 
w;is not nerd ed. Soft Prin ting ('·au bl a nchet") is done with the cylinder oi: 
thr p1·inting press co vel'ecl with a t hick layer of cloth or felt. Since compli cated 
n n<l delicate preparation is not needed, this printing is the easiest. 'l'here is 
no ncc'tl for special or skillful preparation. I t 1·esults in sat isfactory and fine 
pl'ints, but none perfect or eYen extremely fine. 

On these soft printings, there are a few copies with no imperfections and 
some ot hern " ·ith only very minute ones. The colors arc more eYen and sol id; 
the shading lines long, unbroken, and more or less thick ; and a distinct em­
bossin g of " ·h ite parts of the design appears at the back of the stamps. 

Th is Ycr.r important group is distinct in that the stamps were printed by 
a different method. But they are still closely related to the first (Hard ) 
pl'intino-, because they ar e another succession of small printings of all denomina­
tions, except the 80 lepta. As true of the first printing, the second was also 
e011sidered as a trial. 

Th e Soft Printings were started at the end of December, 1861 and lasted 
up to April, 1862. Thus, there was an intermediate printing between the 
l lnnl P r int provisionals and the 1862-67 definitive stamps. 

The distinction between the H ard and Soft Print ings, Athens provisionals, 
is ignored by most catalogues and little, if at all, known by collectors. 'l'hi 
causes confusion and inaccurate classification of these highly interesting, scarce 
st;i mps. They either are overlooked altogether or intermixed with either the 
p l'evious Hard Printing provisionals or the following May, 1862 clear impres­
sion, or the later definitive 1862-1867 printings. 

A common mistake among stamp collectors and dealers is to classify all 
roarse impressions as H ard Printing provisionals, and all clear impressions as 
Soft Printings. Generally, the Hard Printings are coar e, poor impressions. 
But there are also stamps, especially the 2 and 40 lepta denominations, which 
have fine or Yery fine impressions and belong to the H ard Prints. This also 
applies to the Soft Prints; not all are coarse, poor impressions. We stress 
this distinction specifically, because it is yery important that these two groups 
arc correctly classifi ed , accordin g to the distinctive characteristics of the two 

jm 
I 

. 2 . t\E.nT. 2 • 

Fig . C . Decoupage . Th ird cutt ing. Fig . D. Decoupa ge. Fourth cutting . 
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Fig . I. Paris Print (Hard Print ing ). O live bistre 
on straw pa per. Ve ry f ine impre ss io n. 

different kinds of printing methods and not according to thp,ir cippea.rance. 

The 2 Lepta Provisionals, Hard Printing 

As previously mentioned, the 5, 10 and 20 lepta were printed first because 
they were more in demand. Thus, these three denominations are mostly very 
coarse and poor to very poor in appearance. Fine and clear specimens do not 
exist. There is no comparison, whatever, to the same denominations in the 
P aris printings. 

The 5, 10, and 20 lepta were followed by the 1, 2, and 40 lepta denomina­
tions. Especially with the 2 lepta, there is a great variety o:f impressions, :from 
ven r coarse as seen on the 5, 10, and 20 lepta, to fin e and almost perfect speci­
mens like those o:f the P aris Prints. Between these extremes, there are a 
number o:f variations in the shading on the cheek, the vertical lines in the 
corners, and the dots between them. 

The color o:f the stamps, although basically brown, varies :from grey-brown 
to r eddish-brown, and to bistro-brown, where the brown is prevailing. All color 
shades also vary in intensity. The very distinct white contour around the head 
may be either ver y conspicuous or :faint. In addition, the paper o:f the 2 lepta 
varies considerably :from thin to thick, and :from smooth to hard with brownish 
to bistre-brownish or yellow-brown tinting. 

The 2 Lepta Provisionals Hard Printing 

Compared To The Paris Printings 

The Paris printings were thoroughly inspected before their public sale. 
Faulty and poor impressions were withdrawn and destroyed as printer's waste. 
They were not as careful, however, in examining the stock o:f the Athens print­
ings. The objective was to print stamps as quicldy as possible for postal use, 
so they did not care about the quality o:f the worlananship. 

The Paris printers were highly skilled and experts at their jobs. In ad­
dition, in France there were better and more accurate printing machines, thus 
obtn ining fin er workm anship (Fig. 1 ) . 

Nevertheless, with all their superiority, there are specimens o:f the P aris 
printings, especially amon g the 1 and 2 lepta, that are found with a wide 
variation in color. A specialist collecting these stamps may have twenty to 
thirty copies o:f each o:f these two denominations with substantial differences in 
the color shades. 

On the other hand, the Athens printers had little or no previous experience 
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or skill. They probably acquired a small amount of experience during the 
time that elapsed between the printing of the 5, 10, and 20 lepta and those 
\\'h ich followed, the 2 and 40 lepta, because the latter show some improvement. 
They still give evidence of coarse and poor prints, but to a lesser degree; some­
times, there are copies which are fine to very fine in appearance. 

In addition to inexperience and inferior materials, there was a third factor 
that made the stamps printed in Athens so poor by comparison. W eather con­
ditions were different than in Paris. This seemed to affect the ink. Also, the 
latter must not have been uniform, because one will find color variations in 
the same sheet. 

Literature and The Problem of Classification 

J:.iiterature on the Large Hermes Heads is abundant. Remarkable studies 
by well-known specialists were published in Greek, French, English and Ger­
man, as well as numerous articles, which appeared and still are appearing in 
American and European stamp magazines. 

vVe know that there are no official statistics, descriptions, data or any other 
information concerning the printing of the Large Hermes Heads. 

Many disagreements and unsolved problems exist among specialists, especi­
ally about the most important of all - the proper classification of the Large 
Hermes H eads. The great variety of colors, papers, gums, printing methods, 
impressions, and control numerals at the back make the task very difficult. 

Although much has been accomplished over the years, and problems were 
solved, there are still no two studies which are in complete agreement with each 
other. Every author gives his own explanation and opinion. .As far as the 
classification is concerned, almost all writings to date offer a different one. 

This confusion has not helped. When one sees how difficult it is to collect 
a certain issue, he will not be attracted. 

A New Classification 

The following classifications of the Large H ermes Heads were accomplished 
after extensive study. They are made according to the printing methods, 
colors, paper, impression, appearance of design, and the control numerals on 
the back of the stamps. It is understandable that such a study needs a large 
amount of material, especially covers as well as entire letters to ascertain the 
closest possible chronological classification. 

For the 5, 10, 20 and 40 lepta, the classification was easier. Material was 

Fig . 2. Athe ns Provisional (Hard) Printi ng . Gray­
brown on brownish paper. Coarse im pression 
{Constandinides No. 9a). 
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Fig . 3. Athens Provisiona l (H a rd) Printing . Fawn­
ish-b rown on brown ish pape r. Fine impression 
( Constandinides No. 9a). 

plentiful, unused and used stamps, as well as on covers. Besides ample ma­
terial, the control numerals at the back were a great help in the correct classifi­
cation of these stamps. 

For the 1, 5, 10, 20 and 40 lepta, Athens provisionals, the earliest known 
dates of each found on covers are as follows: 

1 lepta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . February, 1862 
5 lepta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . October, 1861 

10 lepta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . December, 1861 
20 lepta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . October , 1861 
40 lepta ..... .. ....... .... . ...... January, 1862 

The 2 lepta provisionals H ard Printing have not yet been found on covers 
for th e years 1861 and 1862. Their earliest known date is April, 1863. There 
" ·as no regular postal use for the 2 lepta, so that it was used very infrequently. 
This applies to the 2 lepta for all the years and printings. They arc very 
common unused, very scarce genuinely used, and rare used on cO\·ers. 

Hm\"Cver , one can easily fin d 2 lepta st<1mps that were cancell ed-to-order 
" ·ith th e rictual cancellers years later from certain post offices such as Corfu, 
Naupl ia, Thcbai and Syra. Such copies arc not difficult to identify ; they arc 
sold for a fraction of the catalogue value oi' or iginals. 

The Jack of control numbers on the 2 .l epta, as well as its scarcity on 
con•rs, augments th e difficulty of th e classifi cation of the 2 lepta proY isionals 
(and a ll the others issued later ) . This becomes more difficnl t beca use e,·cn the 
fe" · existing 2 lepta stamps on covers usually were used a long time after their 
printing. 

The onl~· means for classificat ion , therefore, is by means of the differences 
in colors, paper, and th e printing method. This is why the 2 lepta is a lmost 
impossible to accurately classify. It explains also " ·hy from the earliest ~·ca rs 
to the present tim e, specialists and catalogues have disagreed. 'l'hus, the prob­
lem of the classification of the 2 lepta possibly may forever remain unsolved. 

Now, we would like to make an explanation concerning the classification 
according to color, impression, and paper of the stamps. In different cat­
alogues, we sec, for example, the P aris Prints listed as # 1 dark chocolate, or 
#la chocolate-brown, or #lb red-brown. vVe understand that these three 
# 1 catalogue numbers signify all color shades came from one printing. There­
fore, the three numbers with the three colors do not represent three different 
stamps, but three shades of color. Furthermore, numerous other copies of the 
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Fig. 4. Athen s Provision al (H ard } Printing , Brown 
on brownish pa per. 'Fine impression (Constand i­
nides No. 9a}. 

same stamps exist from the same printing, which vary slightly from these 
three catalogued colors. For example, we possess ten copies ranging from the 
dark chocolate (#1 ) to the chocolate-brown shade (#la); no two are alike. 
l<-,urthermore, we have other copies showing a gradual shade variation from 
chocolate-brown to red-brown. Thus, we have twenty stamps, each with a dif­
ferent color shade, varying from dark to light. But all twenty have to be 
classified in only three shades, all from one printing, according to the catalogues. 
The important fact is that all these twenty variations are catalogued as under 
the same Number "1." 

For the Paris prints, there i the variety of color only, the impression 
being mostly uniform since the poorer prints were destroyed. In the Athens 
prints, however, besides the varieties of colors, differences exist in the appear­
ance of the printed design, because of the factor previously mentioned. 

So, with the 2 lepta provisionals Hard Printing, (Scott #9 ), grayish­
brmn1 to reddish-chocolate shades of color, Yaries considerably. All show the 
same characteristics of the careless and unskilled printing. The #9a bistre­
brown impression is improved and finer, but still coarse. The #9 and 9a 
ap:ain do not represent two different printings but one, and only one, printing, 
,,·ith more color shades existing between the two catalogue numbers. The 

Fig. 5. Athens Provisiona l (Hard} Printing . Red­
d ish-brown on brownish pa per. Coarse impres.sion 
(C onstandinides No. 9b). 
211 



THE: COLL.E:CTOr.tS CLUB P1IILA'l'.E:LIS'r, VOL. 45, NO. 4 
No. 6. Ath ens Provisional (Ha rd) Printing . Da rk 
b istre-brown on b rownish pa pe r. Ve ry fin e im­
pression with d isti nct white co ntour be hind the 
head. ( Const andin ides No. 9b ). 

shades of color vary from grey-brown to brownish-chocolate or red-brown be­
coming gradually to the brownish-bistre of the catalogued #9a. 

Besides the color shading, one finds variations in other characteristics which 
still belong to the Hard P rinting. These are the result of the many factors 
already mentioned. Different varieties again are collected by one specialist, 
according to his own opinion - this depends to a great extent upon what pre­
vious writing he decides to follow. 

The usual method followed by a specialist is to take one stamp, because 
of its color shade and use it as a reference copy. Then, he takes all his copies 
and compares each one with his reference copy. But this is not the correct 
way to work (this also applies to all the later printings). 

Reference Books 

In my opinion, the authorati ve work in English is the famous study from 
the German written by Dr. H erbert Iunk* with the collaboration of 1\fr. A. 
Argyropoulos. It was later also published as a handbook by The Collectors Club 
in 1943. In this handbook, the 2 lepta provisionals, both the H ard and Soft 
Printings, are merged into one listin g as follows: 

# lla (Scott's #9 ) dark greyish-brown on cream paper 
#llb deep, dark to reddish brown on cream paper 
#llc (Scott's #9a) pale yellow brown on cream paper. 

All three are priced much lower than the 1 lepta provisionals. The class­
ification is divided into two groups, a coarse and a fine printing, making the 
listing accordi ng to the appearance of the printing impression, not according 
to the method of printing. 

T he Correct Classification 

The most important and best work to date on the Large H ermes H eads, 
in my opinion is the one published by the H ellenic Philatelic Society of Athens 
called '' The Study of the Greek Stamps,'' by Constandinides, with the coopera­
tion of the best authorities on early Greek stamps. It is written in both Greek 
and French. Consequently, I believe that the only correct classification of the 

*Munk, Herbert. ''Kohl's Handbook: '' Translated by H. G. Zervas. COLLECTORS CLUB 
PHILATELIST, January 1943. Vol. 22, No. 1 Section. 
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Fig. 7. Athens Provisional (Soft) Printing. Pa le 
bistre-brown on brown ish pa per. Coa rse impres­
sion. l Co nsta ndi nides No. 15a ) . 

2 lepta provisionals, H ard and Soft Printing, is the Constandinides study, 
which is as follows : 

Hard Printing October - December 1861 
#9a (Scott 's #9 ) pale to dark brown on brownish paper (Figs. 2, 3, and 4) 
#9b (Scott's #9a) dark bistre-reddish brown on brownish paper (Figs. 5 

and 6) 
Soft Printing December 1861 - April 1862 

#15a bistre-brown on brownish paper (Figs. 7 and 8) 
#l5b yellow bistre on cream (Figs. 9, 10, and 11 ) 
# 15c bistre on cream 
It is important to describe the May 1862 Fine Impression Soft Printing, 

because is is so distinctive. It is not like the previous Soft Printing provi­
sionals and the consequent 1862-1867 definitives, because of its bright colors, 
the strong r elief of the white parts at the back, the fine even uninterrupted 
shading lines, and the lighter color of the numerals. 

1'his May 1862 Fine Impression Soft Printing Provisional is not listed in 
the three leading standard catalogues - Scott, Gibbons and Yvert. These cat­
alogues have combined this variety with the definitive stamps of 1862-67. It 
is, however , listed as a separate printing in the Greek specialized catalogues, as 
well as Dr. Munk's "Kohl Handbook" and Constandinides' book, which lists 

Fig. 8. Athe ns Provisional (Soft) Printing . Dark 
bistre-brown on brownish pa per. Fine impress ion. 
l Constandinides No. I 5al. 
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this as follows : 

Fig. 9. Athens Provisiona l (Soft) Printing. Pale 
yellow-bistre on cream paper. Coarse impression. 
( Constandin ides No. I Sb J. 

Constandinides May 1862 Fine Impression 
#21 grey brown on bistre (Fig. 12) 

The " 1965 Raftopoulos Catalog of Grerk Stamps,">ll a yearly puhlication, 
class ifies and prices the 2 lepta provisionals as follows: 

1861 early 1862 Coarse Impression 
2 lepta bistre $25 

1861 early Fine Impression 
2 lepta bistrc $10 
2 lepta pale bistre $10 

1862 MWIJ Issue 
2 lepta bistre $ 3 

Standard Catalogues' Class ifications of the 2 Lepta Provisionals 

The French "Yvert & Tellier Postage Stamp atalogue, Vol. II Europe 
1965," classifies and prices in French francs converted to U. S. dol1ars the 2 
lepta provisionals as follows : 

1861-62 Coarse Impression 
2 lepta bistre $15 

1861-62 Fine Impression 
2 lepta bistre $10 

The 1862 May issue is not listed in this French catalogue; the next issue 
listed is the definitives of 1862-67. This French catalogue also makes the mis­
take of classifying the provisionals, according to the appearance of th e prin t­
ing impression , not according to the method of printing. Incidentally, " Yvert 
& 'f ellier Catalogue, Europe" is the one most widely used in Europe by Greek 
specialists. 

In regard to the classification of the 2 lepta provisionals, "Scott's Stan<lard 
Postage Stamp Catalogue, Vol. II (1966)" is correct in listing them as #9 
brown on straw, unpriced, and #9a bistl'e brown on bistre priced for $10.00. 
There is, however, no distinction between Hard or Soft Printings. Also, the 
1 62 May Issue is not listed. 

*Raftopoulos, piro . . "Raftopoulos Catalog, Postage Stamps of Greece." 1964-65. 
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Fig . 10. Athe ns Provisiona l (Soft ) Pri nti ng . Pa le 
ye llow- bist re o n crea m pa pe r. Fine impression . 
(Co nsta nd inid es No. 15b ). 

''The Stanley Gibbons Catalogue, Europe 1965 '' is wrong in listing the 
2 lepta provisionals with only one number, #9, brown on straw. It is even 
more incorrect by pricing it as a rarity at about $800. This disregards the 
fact that more Hard Printing provisionals exist. 'l'he latter is either ignored 
or transferred to the next 1862-67 issue as # 17b. By doing so, the British 
book eliminated the Gibbons #9a Hard printings. 

·what about the other groups, the 2 lepta Soft Printing provisionals and 
the 2 lepta May 1 62 Clear Impression ~ The Gibbons-listed stamps are quite 
common; they are the Hard Printing provisionals. They actually should be 
classified as #9. The only difference between the two is that the #9 is a 
grayish brown and #9a a reddish or bistre brown. This shade difference 
seems to be such a small variation, that one wonders if distinctive catalogue 
listings are called for. Almost every specialized collection of large Hermes 
Heads has copies of these so-called rarities ( ~). Also, how can a stamp be pro­
nounced a rarity, when most of the authorities and specialists disagree 1 Some 
even doubt its existence. 

Testing T he Authorities 

\ Vithin the past few years, I conducted an experiment with the 2 lepta 

Fig . 11. Athe ns Provisio na l (Soft) Printi ng . Dark 
b istre-ye llow on crea m pa pe r. Very fine impres­
sion. {C o nsta nd inid es No. I Sb) . 
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Fig. 12 . May 1862 Soft Pr inti ng . Dark g ray- brown 
o n b istre pa pe r. Fine imp ression. (Co nsta nd inid es 
No. 2 1 ) . 

provisionals by trying to find out how the present-day experts on early Greek 
stamps classified them. 

First, I sent four copies to Mr. Dem. Samaras in Athens, Greece. One 
stamp was identified as Constandinides #9a (Scott's #9) and the other three 
as Constandinides # 9b (Scott's # 9a). Two of these, which were called Con­
standinides #9a and 9b, I sent to Friedl Expert Committee in New York to 
be classified according to Gibbons. Both were identified as Gibbons #17b. 

Later, twelve copies of the First Athens Provisionals (six of the Hard 
Printing and six of the Soft Printing) were sent to Mr. Daniel Sefton, a stamp 
dealer in Bethesda, Maryland, to be classified according to Gibbons. One was 
identified as "absolutely' a Paris Print, another one as Gibbons #24 of the 
1867-69 Printings, and the ten copies remaining as Gibbons # 17 and 17b of the 
1862-67 printings. 

'l'hese same twelve stamps finally were sent to the well-known authority on 
the Greek classics, Mr. John Coutsis, in Athens, Greece to be classified accord­
ing to Constandinides. They were classified, six as Constandinides #9a and 
9b and six as Constandinides #15a and 15b. 

A final question is, why then are these 2 lepta provisionals (#9) selling 
for such a high price? From my point of view, it is the same situation as 
exists with the 40 lepta 1831 typeset label. This was reported many years 
ago as a great rarity. To cap the climax, it also was claimed to be the first 
postage stamp of the world! ! ! 

This label was immediately exposed by experts in Athens, especially by 
Mr. Constandinides, as a 40 lepta bond, issued in 1831 for the benefit of the 
Cretan Refugees. Even today Mr. Makrimihalos, the editor of "Philotelia,'' 
presents in his articles logical arguments and official data showing that these 
so-called '' 40 lepta rarities'' are not even postage stamps. These labels still 
are being sold today as rarities for a few hundred dollars. 

Conclusion 

In the way of new and original research, this article has offered little. 
Rather because of the confusion existing with the proper classification of the 
J_;arge Hermes Head issues among American collectors, stamp dealers and auc­
tion describers, a review and repetition of past knowledge was attempted, show-

(Continued on Page 247) 
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Honduras 
Postal History to 1877 and 

Its First Postage Stamps Of 1866 (Part 7) 

By Irving I. Green 

(Co111i1111 ed fro m Page 164) 

The Crossed Branches 

If the crossed branches arc fl'om an oli ,.e trrc, they signify the power of 
pracc and the desire of IIondurns to achie ,·e and reta in it. If of laurel, they 
exp rrss a hero's rC\rnnl, as thel'e is no achie,·ernrnt \\·ithout struggle and tri­
ump h (hence the Jamel exprrssed the progressiYe identification of the hero 
wit h t he moti ,·e and arms of his Yictol'.,-) . lf of oak, howcwr, they i·epr esc 11 t 
strength and long life ( accor<li ng to Greek legend, Hercules ' club ,,·as made 
of oak). 

The Five-Pointed Stars 

The inclusion of the two blank, fiYe-pointecl stars in the design, one aboYe 
the tip of each branch, was a compl'ornise with the six-pointed star that graced 
the Coat of Arms of the old Federation. In the stamp des ign, the stars are 
emblematic of the five 01· igi11al mernbrr States of the Federation; the sixth 
point had been omitted si nce t he prospect oi' inducing Chiapas, which wa 

Fig. 28 . Francisco Morazan . 
217 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 45, NO. 4 
represented by the sixth point in the old Federation's star, to rejoin a new 
Federation, then appeared hopeless. 

Actually, Justo Rufino Barrios,30 President of Guatemala from 1873 to 
1885, made much ado about forcing Mexico to permit Chiapas, formerly a part 
of Guatemala, to r eturn to her original fold. Mexico's refusal was so firm 
that the iron-willed Barrios finally conceded that it was a lost cause. 

The fact that the five-pointed stars wern included in the stamp design 
indicated that Honduras still hoped for another Federation. All Honduran 
leaders, eYen to this clay, are dernted to th is ideal of a union. 'l'he statue of 
General l\lorazan,31 astride his charger in the Plaza of Tegucigalpa , is inscl'ibecl 
" ·ith his famous words: " The only ideal worth dying for is the Union of 
Central America." Honduran politics are predicated upon this ideal of union; 
the United States " ·ished to help Honduras achim·c this goal. 

Also, a star has a religious portent, especiall,v since the word " Dios " in 
the slogan ·'Dios Union y Libertad " means God (or religion). Certainly, the 
Bibl e tells us that the Star of Bethlehem guided the Three Wise Men in the 
clesel't to the birthplace of Jesus. Therefore, the stars in the stamp design 
might well symbolize the hope that the Almighty should lead Honduras in the 

30. President Justo Rufino Barrios was truly a great man, at least fifty years ahead of 
his time in ideas and accomplishm ents. He was a tireless worker in the cause of Union; 
in 1885 be proclaimed a Federation of Central American Republics, declaring himself the 
S upreme Military Chief. El Salvador and Costa Rica energetically prote ted this action and 
sent an appeal to Pr·esidcnt Diaz of Mexico asking him to intervene. 

Barrios was advised that the Congress in each of the above-mentioned countries had 
decreed against his military government. He replied that be would carry out bis plan, by 
force if necessary. True to his word, he took such action, and in his first battle at Chual­
chuapa, El Salvador, on April 2, 1885, he was killed by a sniper's bullet. Upon his death, 
he was succeeded ns President of Guatenrnla by Barillos, who was not at all enthusiastic for 
a plan of Union. Thus, the idea was abandoned, temporarily at least. 

31. During 1827 nncl 1828, tile fate of the Federation of Central American states appeared 
to be scaled, wlren Hondurns and San Salvador declared themselves independent. Severe 
battles rcsulterl hctwccn the Liberal and the Servile (federal) forces. But tlrc Liberals 
finally gau1cd the upper ha11d, due mainly to the bravery and military genius of a. Hondu rnn 
natfrc, Francisco Morazan, then only twenty-nine years of age. After that, Morazan hccame 
the acknowledged head of the Liberal pretty, and, in all respects, the greatest man in his 
country. When but twenty-fo ur, he had been appointed Sec1·etary-General of his State and 
afterwards became its governor. 

In the dozen years succeeding his first great military victory, his cnr·ccr wns llltirk cd 
with singular activity and skill, coupled with an unvarying humanity in war before unknown 
in the bloody annals of Central America. He inspired his followers with confidence; his 
troops, animated by his display of personal bravery, loved and followed him with feelings 
akin to idolatry. By the dint of his proficient leadership, he reestablished the power of the 
Liberal party, until 1838. In 1840, the increasing menace of the Indian Dictator of Guate­
mala, Carrera, and the connivance of the Serviles with the church forced him into a self­
imposed exile to Chile. 

In 1842, he returned to his beloved Central America, but found Costa. Rica a lone receptive 
to his ideas for the restoration of the Liberal party. He " ·as elected Governor of Costa Rica 
and planned a military expedition from there to convert th e other states to liberalism . But 
the people of Costa Rica disliked military expeditions, not being accustomed to meddling in 
the affairs of their neighboring states. 'l'hus, a wave of resentment toward Morazan, further 
nurtured by the Serviles and the Church, proved his undoing Through treachery, he was 
captured and eventua11y executed on September 15, 1842, the 25th anniversary of Central 
American Independence. 

Few have equalled Morazan in honesty of purpose and none in genius or versatile talents 
necessary for the times. To this day, the Liberals never speak of his death as an. execution, 
but, more appropriately, call it murder. His untimely death deprived Central America of 
the one per on who might have insured tranquality and prosperity instead of the speedy 
decadence that resulted from the system of petty sovereignties that plagued the fair land 
for more than a century following his demise. 
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path of righteousness to the goal of greatness. As Medina was a devout Roman 
Catholic, it is conceiYa blc that a biblical symbolism was intended by the in­
clusion of the two stal's in the stamp design. As previously mentioned, they 
also r efer to the hope for a future F edemtion of the Central American States. 

Dios Union y Libertad 

The cabalistic slogan Dios Union y Llbertacl, trnnslatecl in to English means 
Goel (or Religion ), "Cnion and Liberty (Independence). Jt was first used by 
Colonel Iturbide of Mexico in his Plan of Igual a. This pronouncement was 
shrewd]~- calculated to " in the support of the libeml patriots and the Con­
serrnti \·es, to make them follow him as the Liberator of Mexico in the struggle 
for independence from Spain. Though the Plan comprised twenty-four Arti­
cles, th e first three, known as " The Three Guarantees," were the essence. On 
his white, green and red-striped banner, Iturbide had emblazoned the words 
" Dios, Union y Libertad," white for " Dios," r ed for "Union," and green for 
'' Libertad . '' As a result, his command was known as ''The Army of the 
Three Guarantees.' '32 

In Article One of his Plan, " Libertad " indicated that " The Mexican 
nation was independent of Spain and eYery other nation, even on its own 
contin ent.'' 

In Article Two, " Dios" denoted "the preserYation and support of the 
Roman Catholic religion to the exclusion of all others, this being what all the 
inhabitants prefer. Furthermore, the r ights, immunities and properties of the 
clergy shall be preser ved and secured. '' 

In Article Three, "Union " signified that "the populace shall all be united 
'r ithout any distinction between Spaniards born in Spain but living in the 
Colonies and Spaniards born in the Colonies, and living there.' '33 

Actually, " Dios Union y J_Jibertad " 34 was a misleading slogan, as Mexico, 
under the P lan, was to become an independent monarchy ruled by some member 
ol' Spa in 's Royal J;'amily. To the ConservatiYes or the Church party, the Plan 
promised non-interference "·ith Church organization and great properties; to 
th e Cl'eolrs ( those of Span ish blood born in the New World), it promised 
equality " ·ith those of Spanish birth, and the officin ls of Spanish birth not 
in accord " ·ith th e Pl an would be dismissed. But 1h ere wns not one word of 
hope expressed for the Libel'als and th e nual massrs, wh o, for the past decade, 
had fought so courageousl .v l'or freedom. Ne\·erthcless, the.v supported the Pl an 
as better than nothin g, because it proYided a chan ce to r id the land of the 
oppress ive Spaniard. 

Iturbide led his :Mexican t roops to Yict01·,,- and won independence from 
Spain. Following this, he urged the six ProYinccs of the Kingdom of G uate-

32. The combination of white, green, and red was the f:i,vor ite color system of the Egyp­
tians and Druids. White represented purity aml innocence, as in religion; green was the 
color of life, denoting faith, hope, :rnd charity; red signified defiance, hardiness, and valor. 

33. From merchandising to the topmost goYernment posts, men from Spain had the ad· 
vantage over American-born, or creole, aris tocrats and merchants, so that hatred of t he 
gauchupines or chapetones, as t he Spaniards were call ed, increased from year to year. 

34. A popular invocation in the mid-19t h century was "Let our banners be intertwined 
together (those of B ritain ancl the U .S.A.) and defended by the dauntless hearts of English· 
men and Americans, whose battle-cry sha 11 be "For God, the Heligion of our Fathers, Liberty 
and Freedom.' " (Italics are ours.) 

The above was included in a speech nm.d e in 1854 at Southampton, England, during 
the cruise of "The North Star," Commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt's steam yacht. The 
speech was delivered a t a banquet given by Vanderbilt 's son-in-law, Major Labau. 

'l'his invocation sounded very much like Iturbide's earlier battle-cry in 1821. 
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mala (Guatemala, Honduras, Chiapas, San Sahador, Nicaragua, and Costa 
Rica ) to do likewise, and to join with his nation in a Union of Greater Mexico. 

In response to Iturbide 's urging, the Central American Provinces won 
their independence after a series of bloodless coups. Then came their union 
with Mexico under the leadership of Iturbide. During the short existence of 
the Union of Greater Mexico, and even later on, the expression "Dios, Union 
y Libcrtad'' became so popular that it was quite commonly used in decrees, 
Jocu mcnts, as well as in priYatc colTespondencc as a complimentary closing. 

'fhc Union of Greater Mexico \ms of brief duration. By 1823, Iturbide 
was banished to exile; the six proYinccs \\·ere free to form their O\Yn union.3G 

From its inception on June 24, 1823, this Union or Federation was rent 
\rith dissension bet\\·een the Liberals and ConsenatiYcs. Consequently, earl.'' 
in 1839, it was finally dissohcd b.v the mutual consent of its members, lcaYing 
them as independent, soYereig·n states, free to act on their own. 

'l\rnnty-fiye years or so, after the Union's dissolution in 1839, we find 
lHcdina using Iturbide ·s popular slogan in the design of Honduras' first postage 
stamps. 0Ycr the years, howeYcr, the slogan had lost some of its original 
meaning. " Dios" still signified, that in Honduras Apostolic Roman Cathol­
icism, was recognized as the national religion to the exclusion of the public 
excl'cise of all other forms of \\·orship; "Union" expressed a hope for the 
rcbi1th of a new Federation of Central American nations; and "Libertad" 
emphasized that Honduras was a free, soYcrcign, independent nation. 

1\lcdina 's use of Iturbide 's slogan, plus the fact that the Constitution of 
September 28, 1865, i·eaffirmcd Roman Catholicism as the national religion, 
curried the fayor of the Pope. Consequently, these fayoring actions did not 
go unre11·arded, because a Conco1·dat between Honduras and the Pope \\·as 
forthcom ing, as \\·ell as great personal papal honors for the president. 

Two Colors For Stamps With The Same Denomination 

After .'·ears of inqui1·.r, I ha\·c been unable to locate an.'' official order or 
regulation specifi call.'- stating, in so many words, the purpose of the t,\-o dif­
ferent colors of the same denomination in the stamps of the first issue. It 
apprars that the goYcrmncnt, for some unknown reason, did not sec fit to 
publicize the real reason. OYCr the years, rnan.v conjectural solutions haYC 
been adnnced to explain the anornal,\-. Although I do not concur \rith any 
of t lwrn, the.'- arc noted here only for the record. 

An article published by " The Stamp Collectors lVIag-az i nr, " on August 1, 
1865, comments : "One colour on].'· \\' ill be used at fil'st till exhausted, after 
which the other 1rill come into play, until superseded in turn by a third hue, 
and so on, eYcry edit ion being a different colour." 

The German '·Magazin fur Brid-l\'1arkcn Sammlc1"' of Leipzig, in its 
edition of August 1865, states: "First the pink ones will be used, followed 
by tl1e remaining colors. E\·idcntl.'- other colors will follow, as they hope in 
this manner to foresta ll counterfeiting." 

The sim ilarit.'- of the brn aforementioned explanat ions probabi.'· echoes the 
justification for the t\\'o different colors of the same denomination a(hancecl 
h.'' the Honduran Consul in London to the r~ i\'Cl'J1001 stamp dealer to \\'hOm he 
prcsold a quantity of the stamps. l\Iost likcJ,,-, the Consul was mnn·c of the 
real i·cason for two colors for one face Yaluc; he had reeciYcd instructions from 
Honduras not to reYcal it, because by doing so he was apt to cast a shadow 
upon the image of his homeland. That the two colors were used concurrently 

35. Chiapas decided, by a plebiscite, to remain a p:U't of Mexico. 
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Fig . 29 . Cover has no markings on the back. Front franked with three pink stamps {S.:ott No. 2) , 
t he correct three reales overseas rate from Honduras via Amapa la , by boat and Panama Rai lroad , 
to Colon {Aspinwall) , Panama . Stamps pen -cancelled at post office of origin. Picke d up by Hon­
dura n postal agent at Colon and delivered to the U. S·. postal agent there. The Un it e d States had 
no postal trea ty with Honduras , but had fixed a postal rate of t e n cents from Pa na ma to the U. S. 
by th e Act of July I , 1864. This letter in U. S. care first was put a board U. S. steamer to New York 
City, where front of cover was impressed with the " N. Y. Ste amship IO" in black; the circular, 
date d postmark indicate s t en cents postage due, which amount was collecte d in New London , C o nn . 
from the addressee . Th e blue oval ma rking of " Morris and Co . Amapala " indicates e ither the for­
ward e r or the concern writing the letter. Capt. Fre deric Palm er, whose name appears on the cover 
was a well-known skipper in those a nd earlier days . 

throughout th e entire period of their issuance disproYes the Honduran Consul 's 
rxplanation to th e Liverpool stamp dealer. 

h vV. Crouch 'nites in " The Stamp Loyer " of October 11, 1911: "Now 
\\·e come to th e qurstion as to \\·hy two different coloured }Japrrs were used :for 
thrsr stamps. A bluish g reen laid and a rose coloured wove paper were em­
pl o~·e<l. 'The Cata log for A<lrnnced Collectors,' in common with several of the 
r [l 1·1~· ph il ateli c magazines, states that the 2 rea l es black on grern was intended 
for use on inlaml mail nrntter and th e 2 reales black on rose for use on matter 
adclrcssr ll to fo1· r ign countT ies. 'l' his suggestion has been disproYed by the 
cli scoYrr.' · of cowrs addrrssed to Europe on which th e postage has been paid 
b~· th e black on green stamps." 

In substantiation or th e abow sta tement by Mr. Crouch , illustrated are 
four genuinrl.v used co,·e1·s with the first issu e, two of them addressed to the 
l'nited States, rach fra nked with a hor izontal strip of three rose colored 
stamps (Figs. 29-30 ) , and hvo cove1·s addressed to Paris, France, one franked 
with two green sta mps and a 30 centimes French Postage Due stamp (Fig. 31 ), 
the other with a Yertical strip of tlnee green stamps36 (Fig. 32 ). 

36. MM. P ector & Ducout Jn e. of P a d s, Fr:rn ce was a mercantil e concern that r eceived 
ord ers froril Central Am erica. Its nnme is seen on covers with stamps of the firs t and some 
Jilter iss ues of Honclnrn 8. Monsieur P ec to1· wa s the Con8nl General in Paris f or som e of the 
Central American countri es, in cludirig TI011dura s. Thus, it was beca use of this position t hat 
he was f avored with Central Am erican busin ess. 
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Crouch continues: " L e 'l'imbre Poste [a Belgian publication of J. B. 
l\focns of Brussels, prin ted since 1 62 ] made the suggestion that 'one of the 
colou1·s \ms intended for prepa~·ing registered letters or letter enclosing cash, 
a nd the other for ord in ary Jrtters.' I am u rm bl e to p1·ovc or disprove this 
theory. '' 

'I'he preceding suggestion is not Ya lid, because the March 2, 1866 Con­
g1·ess ional ratification of the 1·e,·ised decree completely eliminated from the 
original one of October 18, 1865 all clauses dealing with the transport by mail 
of cash, je\\·elry or other Yalua bl es. Also, to suppose that substantially half of 
the printed stamps were for use on registered mail is in credible. Again I r efer 
to the four first issue coYers (Figs. 29, 30, 31 and 32); non e of them are reg­
ister ed, yet two of them are :franked with rose-colored stamps and two with 
green ·tamps. .Also, if one color wa s intended for registered mail, why do both 
stamps ha Ye the same face Yalue ~ In my opinion, therefore, the '' registered 
or cash'' theon r is convin cingl~' disproven. 

Crou ch continues : '' I \\'OU kl suggest that the two colors were prepared 
in Yicw of ce1tain postal arrangements, as we ha,·c already hinted, which ar­
rangements wer e never carried out, but that in order to aYoid wastin g the large 
stock of these labels, that the~' \\'ere put into use regardless of th e two colours of: 
paper, whi ch at the outset were intended for different purposes and regardless 
ol' tlH' Yalue they bore." 

.Alth ough it is known that the dos (two) reales face Yaluc of all th e 
stamps was changed to un (one) rea l by the decree of October 18, 1865 nnd 
its l'aLifi cation on the following 1\ [arch 2, I cannot concede that the two colors 
\\·ere used indiscriminate]~- during the eleven years of their postal validity. 
Honduras had on lrn nd more than a huge sufficient quantity of each color that 
·he could haw set asi le all of one color, " ·hil e just using the other during the 
clcYcn years of its Yalidit~- ; and there still would not have been consumed 
more tlrnn a small fraction of that one color. Therefore, with due r espect to 
Mr. Cl'Ou ch, I must label his forego in g theory as untenable. 

An anonymous explanation for the t\rn colors of the same denomination 
is that the printer did not ha,·c on hand sufficient paper of one color to complete 
the printing· order. Therefore, he \\·as obliged to switch to another color. In 
rebuttal to this, it seems that a11~- competent printer with a firm order in hand 
for a definite quantity of stamps \\·ould stock in advance a sufficient amount oC 
paper in th e two colors selected, in ord er to compl ete the full order. 'l'hus, I 
summarily dismiss this possibility as \'Cry unlikely. 

Dissat isfied \\·ith n ll the th co l'i es offered in the past, and still inten t on 
sohing the color m_vstcry, I rhecked th e postal emissions of some other coun­
tries, hoping to find a r lne, h.v findi11g conditions somewhat similar to the one 
that existed in Hondurn s. 

Ecu ador had used a yellow stnmp for domest ic mail , which first saw postal 
sen ·irc in January 1, 186G. On l•'ehnrnl'y 10, 1866, a stamp of the same design 
a11d size hut in a n oli,·c gree n ro lor· wns used to prcpa? mail going out of 
Ecuador Yia the P anam a Rnil l'ond Rtenrnsh ip Cornpan~· ships, and to control. 
the charges of rnai I transportation a h1·oad. 'l'his was an instance of stamps of 
th e snmc design, size and face Ynlue but with two different colors, one used for 
intcl'nnl :rnd the other for cxtemal mail. Tn Honduras, however, stamps of 
both colors \Yere used to fran k mail going o\·ersC'as as well as for domestic use. 
Thus, the Ecuadorian example is not appl icahlc to Honduran situation. 

'flt cn, I learned that in Afghanistan differ ent colors of the same stamp 
des ign and denom ination were usc<l to denote different cities of origin. Such 
a usngC' in Hondurns, I thought , might well be thC' solution to th e color riddle : 
one color could be Yafai in th e territory influenced by the city of Tegucigalpa, 
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Fig. 30. Th e re a re no ba ckstamps. This cove r is franked with the re quisite three p ink stamps , pe n­
can ce ll e d at the post office of origin , and und e rwent the sam e handl ing an d treatme nt a s the 
Fig . 29 cove r. Transportation from New York to N ew Orl e ans wa s, doubtl ess, by rai l. 

and thr other color in th e section of Honduras under the influence of Comaya­
gua ,37 th e capital. 

37. The n a me T egu cigalpa is a Spanish corruption of an Indian word meaning "moun­
tains of silver ." The hills around the ci ty ha ve yield e l pTeciou s metal in such abund an ce 
ns to wa1Tm1t the appella tion . 

Jn Spanish Colonia l days, a fte r t he discovery of ex tensi ve silver dep osi ts n ear 'f eguci­
galpa on September 29, 1578, and upon their app raisal as va luabl e, the P resident of the 
Aurli encia immedi a tely made 'f egucigalpa an Alcaldi a Mayor, thu s di viding Honduras into 
t wo provinces, Comaya gua an d T egucigalpa. 

In 1788, T egucigalpa and Comayagu a were consolidated. This action was officially 
approved on July 24, 1791. Jn F ebruary 1799, a movement to separate them again b egan, 
b ut it wa s not until 1812 that Tegucigalpa on ce more b ecame an Alcadia Mayor. 

On ovember 26, 1817, tire King sta ted sp ecifically that the Alcaldia Mayor of Tegu­
cigalpa wa completely i nd epend ent of Comayagua in all ma tte rs except mi lita ry ad ministra­
ti on . This di vision intensified the riva lry b etween Comayagua and 'f egucigalpa; it played 
a ma j or pa rt in the movement for· independ ence and the subsequent organization of the Sta te. 

'fh e differences b etween Conrnyngua and 'l'egucigalpa did not prevent the province, a s 
a whole, from remaining loyal to Spain up to the p eriod of independence. When Comayag ua 
received word on December 23, 1796 that Sp a in had declarecl war on Great Britain, t he 
whole col ony mobilized to protect tire eoasts from irwasion . Arms and soldiers were sent t o 
T ruj i llo. L a te r· when thn t port wa~ a tta cked, the def end ers i· epell ed tire British. 

In 8eptember 1812, when 'l' egueiga lpn ,received a copy of the Con stitution al D ecree of 
::\farch 12, 1812 from the 8 pani sh Cortes of Cadiz, the Alcaldi a Mayor an d the p eople swore 
to uphold it. Furthermo re, when F ern a ndo VII wa s restored and the Constitution declared 
inva lid, Hondura s ' official and unoffi cia l eil'Cles did not express clisapproval. Reflecting 
the sam e attitud e, when the King decid ed 011 March 7, 1820, to r einvoke the Constitution of 
1812, th e government leaders i11 Ho11du rns immediately ga ve him their suppor t. 

As for the name Comayagun , it came about this way ( according to legend) . Once, when 
the Spaniards, closely pm·sued by a hord e of na tive waniors, sought fo r a place of r efuge, 
they came at last to a somewha t sheltered spot . H ere the leaders commanded a halt, in 
ord er that the band of fug itives might. pause to i·efr esh themselves with food and drink. 
Having fortifi ed the inn er man , th e.Y took courage ancl built a fortress for their defen e. 
H ence t.he place acquired the n a me '' Comayagu a, ' ' meaning ''Here we a t e and drank.'' 

Comayagua is one of th old est towns in H onduras, and Yery early was established as 
lrn If-way sta tion b etween the coasts. 
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Fig . 31. This is a cover front , franked with two green Honduras sta mps {Scott No. I) pen-ca ncelled 
at the post office of origin . Letter forwarded from Amapala via Panama Ste amship Co . ship a nd 
i'he Panama Railroad across th e Isthmus to t he Hondu ran postal agent in Colon (then Aspinwall), 
who delive red it to the Fre nch agent. Posta l fee was o ne real (one st a mp) short, so the French 
agent pa id the equivalent of one rea l (30 centimes) to t he Hond ura n postal agent to cover the 
deficiency, and placed a single circular pen mark under the two stamps to indicate the shortage. 
Face of cover then was impressed with the blue octagonal French Ligne {maritime) postmark, and 
letter deposited in a French mailpouch for tran sportation by the first French mailpacket leaving for 
a port in France. Here at the French post office , an employee stamped the front with a fancy black 
" 12, " d e sign ating the established Fren ch rate of posta g e of 12 dec imes ( 120 centimes) from 
Panama to Fra nce. Also , he affixed a French Posta ge Du e stamp of 30 centimes, the equival~nt of 
the original {one real) shortage, and tied this stamp to the cover with the customary black triangle 
e nclosing the letter "T" d esi gnating " postage due. " The letter was then transported to Paris and 
delivered to the addressee upon payment of 150 centimes, the total a moun t of postage due . 

An intense r irnlr,· had existed bet\\·een th ese t\ro cities ever since the 
breakaway from Spai·n in 1821, 'l'egucig{llpa heing the stronghold of th e 
T,ihernls and Comayngua of the Consenati\·es. This rivalry became so acute 
thnt the Hondunrn Congr ess llecided that hoth of these cities were to be capitals, 
one to be so dcsignntcd for n cert;1in pel'iod of time, and then the other to take 
over for a like period, and so on. ·while this pJ;m of alternating capita ls d id 
not remain in effect for long, the i·i rn lr:v and antagonism between their zones 
of influence continued e\·en hevond l\ledina 's cm. 

Also, h~- the Constitut ion oi" JR.J.8, the Supreme Court was d iYided into two 
sections of three Justices ench, on e sitting in C..:oma yagua and the other in 
Tegucigalpa. 

Seemingly to confirm this '' zone of influence' '38 theory, I noted: 1) the 
Coma~ragua stmight-lin c ranrellation is found oni)' on the rose-colored stamps ; 
2 ) to my knowledge, there is no instance of mixed color franking, either on 
cover or on a genuin ely usrcl p iece ; ;md 3) tlrnt th e decree of March 31, 1877 

il8 . By "zone of inflnPnrc•" ·iR mc:rnt thnt the entire 1·<'1Titory of TTondurns was d·ivicl ecl 
into two areas : one dominated by Comayag ua, and t he other by '£ egu cigalpa. 
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author izing the Comayagua and Tegucigalpa surcharges, in Article 2, definitel ~r 
established one issue as fro m Coma.vagna and another from Tegucigalpa in the 
:following words: 

" There 1rill he c1·eatecl, besides the General Postmastership , the Central 
Administrations of Coma yagua anll of 'l'rguci galpa, both with all necessary 
authorit.v as " ·ill be designatrd in thr P osta I Regulations of 1877 ." 

Furthermore, all administrati,·e Acts of Prod ·ional Pres ident Soto, since 
his assumption of that office on August 27 , 1876, until his election as Const itu­
tional Presid ent on :Ma~- 30, 1877 , " ·rre apprn ,·ecl b:· the Congress on Jun e 2, 
1877. Also the decree of l\Iarch 31, 1877 specifi ca ll y receiYecl Congressional 
ratification on March 24, 1879. 

Although rn~- "zone of influrnce " theory seemed to be confirmed by the 
a howmrntioned instances, yet , I did not fr0 I t hornughly c01winced that th e 
prnblrm 1rns solYed. So I decided to i1westigate further. Still searching, I 
was thumbing· through " Th e States of Crntra l America ," by E. George Squier, 
published in 1857, when I chanced to not ice thr foll ow ing paragraphs: 

· ' Th r cmTrnc.v of Hondura s has bren mu ch vitiatrd b~r the large issue of 
1yha t is called · rn oneda proYisional' (proY isiona l money), or :farni liar l_,-, copper 
coin sl igh ti? a ll o: 'rd with sil wr in the (knorn i nnt ion of quarter and half-dollars. 
This issur has not been at any timr lirnitrd and has been going on since 1839 
with a corresponding depreciation of Ynlue until now it passed at the rate of 
20 dollm·s of cobre (copper ) for one of pl a ta or siher. But, noh,·ithstanding 
the laws upon the subject, made originally 1rith the Yiew of forcing this pro­
v isional money into circulation, it has al ways been rigid ly excluded fro m the 

PARIS. 

Fig . 32 . Th is is a fro nt of a cover . Quit e si milar t rea tm e nt accord ed it as tha t of Fig . 31 . How­
e ve r, the requis it e three Honduras gree n sta mps t o Colon we re orig inally affixed at th e point of ori ­
gin ; thus , no Fre nch Postag e Due sta mp was required at the Fre nch port of a rr iva l. Consequ e ntly , th e 
ad dressee was o bliged to pay only post age due of 120 ce ntimes , as ind icated by the fancy " 12" 
ma rki ng . The cover fro nt s shown by Fig s. 31 a nd 32 we re addressed to th e sam e con cern a nd bear 
t he id e ntical octagon a l postma rk. The refo re, on e or the othe r was a dup licate lett e r, it bei ng a 
c ustom in those d a ys t o se nd a d uplica te a week or so after t he o rig ina l le tte r, in case o ne did not 
a rrive. He re t he du p lica te caught up wit h the orig inal. 
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northern departments of Gracias, Yoro, and parts of Santa Barbara and Olan­
cho, \rh ere the people utterly refuse to accept it. It is difficult to say how 
mu ch of this coin is in ci1·culat ion, but it ma ~- be estimated at $1,500,00 in 
nominnl Yaluc, equ al to $750,000 in sil Yer. It is but j ust to obsene that the 
nc tunl gor crnment of H ond u1·as is makin g lnud nhl c effor ts, by stopping the 
fudh er issue of this debnsed coin , and by a g1-;1 dunl nnnw1l redemption, to 
\\'ithd rn w it from circu lat ion, and to supply its p lace by nn issnc in denomina­
tion and standard confor min g to that of the United States. 

"Apar t from the moneda pro,·isional, the macaco, 01 · cut money of the old 
king(lom, n portion of its co inage and that of the Fe<leral Republi c, together 
wi th \nw ri cn n a nd English coin , make up the hulk of' t he mone.\· in circulation. 
The fo1·e ig11 co ins pass at their true Yaluat ion, and not, as in New Granada, 
N ican1gua, a nd some other of the South American States, at a nominal ad\'3nce. 
As the expor ts of the state are fu lly equal to its imports, the little mone~­
whi ch is in circulation remains in the state, to answer the limited requirements 
of its interior trade." 

Just prior to and even during Medina ·s A<lministrat ion (1863-1872), I 
was aware that instead of maki ng laudable efforts to stop the issuance of de­
based cmTency, H onduras continued to mint and use coppcr pesos, resulti ng 
in their continuing depreciation as compared wit h iher rea les.39 Herc, I 
thought, was a new tack, the currenc~- angle, and I wns dcterrn ined to in\'Csti­
gnte it thorough]~- (Vigs. 33 and 3-t ) . 

As a starter, I \\·ent back to the decrees to ferret out therein whatcYer 
pertain ed to currency. I noted in this connection that Articles 5 and !)9 of' 
the August 1, 1 56 decree were releYant. The former stated : " The pasta l 
accounts shall be kept in copper pesos where they are in circulation and in 
silver reales where thcv arc in circulation." 

The latter read: "' E ach ad ministrator is responsible for the quantity of 
real es and copper pesos as represented by correspondence paid up . .. '' 

In the preamble of the August 22, 1865 decree establishing postal fees, 
there ap peared the following: 

" The Tariff of August 2, 1856 established postal fees to be collected foe 
the transpor tation of conespondence through the post offices of the Republ ic. 
Now this Tariff has caused some cmbarrassrnent in its execution because it was 
onlercd that the payment be made in sil'ver or copper money, and as the lattce 
has depreciated in Ya.l ue, it is therefol'C necessary to equalize the eondi t ions in 
the collection of fu nds so that in a 11 the Administrntions of Income, the ac­
countin g shall be u niform ." 

In the same decree of: August 22, 1865, J\ rticle 7 states: '"Wl1ere copper 
money is in circulation, all fees will be pa id in that currency at the rate it is 
l'eceived in all fi sca l offices." (Ita li cs ai·e mine. ) 

39. I n 1860, some copper money was introcluced in Honcluras by prirnte inclividuals " ·ho 
hacl coi ned it as t he res ul t of a contrn ct with Honcluras. At first it cir·culated freely but as 
the quanti ty increased, it became depr·eciatcd and final!~' ceased to circulate altogether. 

On September 10, 1870, Medina issued a decree making it mrrntlntor.r to circulate in th<' 
Republic nickel money that the government had co ming as the result of a. contract ma.de b~­
Cairlos Gutierrez and Victor H enan, Ilondman Ministers PlcnipotC'ntiary to England and 
]?ranee, respectfrely, with t he banker , Drefus Rebeller Compagnia, of Paris in conjunction 
with a supplementary loan of fifty million francs to insure the prompt construction of the 
[nteroceanic Railway from Puerto ortcs to the Bay of Fonseca. 'l'lre nickel money promptly 
fell into disrepute and deprec iated in \'a luc until it reached a basis of 50 for 1 ·of its nominal 
,·al uc, all(] it finally was not accepted at all in the m:Hket p lace. 

'r his dep reciation of curr·ency va lue wo r· kC'd in nccor<lancc to tir e' econom ic thco1·y. Sir 
T homas Gresham's "law,'' f irst enunciatecl in 1558, holds t hat "hnLl rno ncy," i.e., money 
with little intrinsic valu e will drive ''good money' ' out of circulation. 
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Although this August 22, 1865 decree was annulled in its entirety by a 
new one of October 18, 1 65 and its Ratification by the Congress on March 2, 
1 66, the statement in its preamble concemin g the currency embarrassment 
resulting from the decree i.· a mattrr of i·rconl, as is Al'ticl e 7, \\·hich proviclr1l 
a i·rm ed~r for that rrnhanussmrnt. Both th r Octohrl' 18, 1865 drcree and its 

GOLD AND SILVER COINS OF CENTRAL 
AMERICA. 

GOLD. 

H.<U DOUOLOO,,,. $7. 715. 
DouuLOo,,, $11U50. 

r1sTOLE, $3.M. HA.IJ Pt8TOLE, $1.76. 

SILVER. 

Two !tu.Ls, 24 eta. 

E!GllT RL\LS, $1.00. 

Fig. 33. Gold Coins of Central Am e rica, circa 1860. 
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Ratification of March 2, 1866 contain clauses stating that the decree of August 
1, 1856 remains in force " insofar as its rrgnla tions are not contrary to th e 
present decree." 

Therefore, Articles 58 ancl 59 of the Aug·u t 1, 1856 decree were still in 
force on March 2, 1866; they JWO\·id e that postal accounts shall be kept in 
copper pesos \\·here they are in circulation , or, in other wor·ds, that stamps will 
only be sold for copper pesos wh ere they are in circulation ; and that stamps 
\rill only be sold for siher currenc:· wh ere copper cu1·1·rnry is not accrpta ble. 
This means that where copper cu tTenc.r is not acceptable, namrl,,·, in the De­
partments of Oracias and Yoro and in some pm·ts ol' Santa Bat·bara, and 
Olancho,40 stamps can be bought only with silver reales. 

Jn addition, the plll'ase "equalizing conditions" impli es that a rate of ex­
change sheet indicating the Yalue of the coppel' pesos as compared with siher 
r ealrs at the rate currently established in the fiscal offices 'rill be displa:·ed in 
C' \ "C'l'.\' post office antl estarrco in the nation. 

Thus, to accomplish the separation of stamps purchased for copper cur­
rency from those bought with si lr er mon e:·, the gove1·nnw nt de,· isrd n plan. 
One color of th e stamps was sold onl:· for copper cmTr nc.' · wh ere it \\"flS in 
eircnl11tion, nnd stamps with th e other color \\·er e ·old only for sil wr cnnency 
where this was in circulation. 

Since all th e stamps with the Coma:·agua straightline cancellat ion are 
rose-colored , and since the United States Minister Rousseau, stationed at Co­
mayagua , the capital , writes in a Jetter, \rhi ch is included in m:· chapter on 
''Contemporary Correspondence,'' that onl:· the rose stamp was sold there, and 
since no mixed franking of both colors is known, and sin ce Comayagna was 
right under the noses of the President and rnrrnbrrs of the Congress, who ap­
proved the use of copper mone:·, I felt quite certain that the rosr-colo1·rd stamp 
'ms sold there exclusively; also that the green stamp was sold exclusi,·e J,,· where 
copper money was forbidden. 

Then I recollected that a somewhat similar procedure took place in Nicar­
agua from 190-! to 1911, in the pro,·ince of Zelaya , \rhere the stamps used there 
\\·er e OYerprinted. Th ese Nicaraguan overprints are drscri bed in the Scott 
Catalogue as follows: 

''Special postage stamps for Zelaya were made necessary because for a 
period two currencies which differed materially in value \\·ere in use in Nicara­
gua." Also in Scott, after the Caho and Costa Atlantic stamps of Ni ca ragm1 , 
the following appears: 

" Th e reason for the foregoing oYerprints was that at Bluefielcls aJl(l Caho 
Gracias a Dios, where they were principall~· used , sil»er mone~· was the mPdimn 
of exchange, while the 1'cst of the country used paper rnonc:', which hacl lrss 
purchasing po\\'el '. 'L'he money of the country \\"HS after\\'arcls placed on a 
gold basis." 

Also a similar situation arose in 1861, when Cuban stamps used in Puerto 
Rico were owrprintrd, because Cuhnn monr:- was inflated as compared to that 
of Puerto Rico. In all th e aho,·r instan ces, O\·e1·printing \\"ClS the mrm1s of 
differentiation, wh ereas in Honduras, it was accomplished b.'' using stamps with 
differ ent colors. 

Now, at last, I was satisfied, lwin g thoroughly cmwinced that the u se of 

40. The Department of Gracias, in th e 1860 's, comprised the western portion of Hondu­
ras, wher·eas Santa Barbara and Yoro, alongside Gr:irias in that onl cr, borilernd the Carib· 
bean n.t the north coast :incl pen etrnteil south a.bout one-th ird the co untry's depth. Olancho, 
alongside Yoro, extend ed south two-thinls of the distance to the Nitn rn gunn bor·der; it was 
the largest department area-wise, with Yoro n ext in size. Jn later years, the o·riginal seven 
departments were s ubdi vided, until today t he departments in Hontlur:r~ number seventeen. 
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t\rn different colors of stamps of the same face value in the first issue of 
Hon dura s ,,·as just a logical expediency of the go1,ernment. It enabled the 
public to use on l.v copper currency to purchase stamps wh ere it was in circula­
t ion , and silver money where copper money was r epudiated. Also that an 
up-to-date chart showing the rate of exchange, approved by the fiscal offices, 

SILVER. 

Two Rlu.LS, 24 eta. T~ o REA.Ls, 24 eta. Two REALs, 24 cts. 

Ra.u., 12 ct•. 

Rut., 12 cts. 

IlALF !mAL, 6 ct&. 

Fig. 34. Silve r C oins of C entra l Ame rica, circa 1860. 
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was to be prominently displayed in eYery post office and estanco in the nation 
for the conYenience of the public. Thereby, an accurate method of accounting 
and equalization of the two currencies " ·ould n ::sult for the postal branch of 
the government. 

Some may 'rnnder, and justly so, why the decree of October 18, 1865 and 
its Ratification of March 2, 1866 had failed to spell out specifically the reason 
" ·hy one color of the stamps was to be sold for copper money and the other 
color sold for siher money. The answer is th::it lVfedin a was not at all pleased 
that such currenc~r confusion ex isted in Honduras. To br in g this unhealthy 
condition to the public 's notice in the decrees " ·ou Id ha Ye been detrimental to 
his grandiose schemes for the improYement of the H onduran image throughout 
the civilized world. 'l'herefore, he phrased the wording in the decrees cleYerly, 
omitting any refer ence to the two colors of stamps with the same face value. 
Furthermore, to do this, but yet, in sort of a sleight-of-hand manner, he in­
cluded regulations that he hoped would remedy the currency problems mentioned 
in past decrees. 

Digressing somewhat, my explanation of the purpose of the two different 
colors of the same face value in the first issue doubtless holds true in the sub­
sequent provisional issue of 1877. The "Postal Guide" of March 31, 1877, in 
Section III,41 specifi cally states that the medio (half ) real value of that issue 
will be surcharged in red on the green stamps of the first issue ; that un (one) 
r eal will be surcharged in black on the green stamps; and that the dos (two) 
reales will be surcharged in blue on the rose stamps. (The decree erroneously 
calls color of these stamps "rojo," mearing red.) All these surcharges 
" ·ere to be marked with the corresponding face Yalue, as abo,·e designated, with 
black, blue, or red ink in printer's type. 

At this t im e, earl~· in 1877, however, President Soto's reorganization of 
the postal and monetary systems \ YaS still mostly in the planning stage; through­
out the countl·~· the currency situation was in about the same deplorable condi­
tion as it was when Medina was in power. Actually, it was not until 1879, 
when new monetary and post::il regulat ions were decreed,42 and Honduras had 
joined the Uni,·ers::il Postal U nion, that the beneficial results of Soto's re­
organ izat ion beca me ::ippal'ent. Thus, (lurin g the ?car or so dur in g which the 
proYisional sta mps of 1877 were Yali d for postage, until the complete J\ lorazan 
Bust issue (Scott Nos. 30-36) was deceeecl on Jul.v 15, 1878. Th e publ ic, 
accustom eel to purchasing the rose st::imps with copper mone~r and the green 
stamps " ·ith sih·cr, continu ed this same bu,ving pattern in their various De­
partments. Th e governm ent, ::inx ious to facilitate matters during this interim 
period , and also with an c_ve on acrountabilit.'-, prepared both green and rose­
colored stamps for all three denominat ions - mcdio real, unreal, and dos rcales. 
This held true for the Comayagua43 as well as the Tegucigalpa surcharges. In 

41. The "Postal Guide" of March 31, 1877 is n lengthy document (twelve 8xl2 pages 
closely typewritten ), divided into eight sections as follows: Section I, General Regulation s 
(25 Articles); Section II, Registration (7 Articles) ; Section ITI, Postage Stamps (3 Articles); 
Rection IV, 'l'be Mails (6 Articles); Section V, the Mail Carriers (2 Articles) ; Section VI, 
Post Office Boxes (6 Articles); Section VII, Post Offices (1 Article); and Section VIII, 
Observations, with a complete li sting of interior nnd Central American mail routes, and of 
interior and overseas postal rates for correspondence, packages, sn mples. 

42. In 1878, when so many reforms had b een introduced in IIondurns, a mint equipped 
with steam machinery was established at 'regucigalpa. There the peso, Y, peso, pesata, and 
10 cen tavos coins were minted as sih·er coinage; the 1 centa,·o and Y, centavo pieces were 
coined in copper. 

43. The genuine Comayagua medio real denomination of the 1877 issue is found only on 
the green stamp, so far as I know. 
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addition, as may be expected, there evidently was no strict adherence to the 
regulations in the "Postal Guide" of March 31, 1877, as far as surcharge colors 
were concerned . 

.Article 3 of Section I1I of the "Postal G uidc" of March 31, 1877 is of 
interest; it reads in pa1t, as follows: 

" In all the post offices the letters will be weighed, because due to the lack 
of this facility, the sender pays more than the fee calls for, or if the fee is 
underpaid by the sender, the rccei \"Cr is obliged to pay a double amount for 
the deficiency if in the interior. This docs not app ly to mail addressed over­
seas.'' This double fee penalty originated with Article 43 of the August 1, 
1856 decree; it remained in force since then. 

The Paucity of Covers 

At pr~sent, many philatelists still question the existence of authentic 
Honduras covers franked " ·ith the stamps of its first issue, or, for that matter, 
of genuinely used stamps cancelled with other than a pen-struck cross. Be 
assured that these do exist, but in such a limited number, especially on covers, 
that they can be rated rightfully as rarities.44 

Here are some of the reasons for their scarcity. 
In the 1860 's, the interior regions of Honduras were almost inaccessible, 

because of the mountainous terrain, swift fl.owing rivers, dense forests, and 
most of all, the lack of good roads. H ere out of a chain of fortresses built by 
the Spanish conquerers for the accomplishment of their plan of subjugation, 
grew quiet settlements, which later developed into villages and towns. The 
considerable distance between these localities, with the terrain much broken up 
and inte1·sected by elevated i·idges, from seacoast to the inter ior, indicate with 
the strongest possibility the truth of their origin. These communities, because 
of their isolation, became self-supporting, and showed but slight evidence of 
contact with outside civi lization, nor any determined effort towards developing 
such contacts. 

Li\·ing in the tropics in a benign climate, on a soil of unlimited fertility, 
"·hich 1\·ith the sl ightest exe1tion on their part gaYe them all the necessities of 
life in :ilrnrnlance, ignorant and unambitious to obtain a better life, uneducated 
since the,\· had been subjugated foi· ages to domination by a power from 
Europe that in its system of gm·crnmcnt looked more to the interest of the 
Cro1\·n tlrnn to the 1\·cll-being of its subjects. These people lil·ecl for centuries 
under patient subjugation 1rithout being encouraged to bring into action the 
best faculties of their nature, and thus became almost indifferent to bettering 
their social condition. Such, with but few exceptions, was the status of the 
mass of the people of Honduras so long as they were vassals of the King of 
Spain. 

The transition from a state of neglect to an independent nation had not, 
up to the 1860 's, been signalized by many of the advantages that such an 
important cYcnt ought to, and ultimately did produce; because it must be ad­
mitted that progress towards securing these advantages had been retarded by 
inexperience and the unfortunate selection of authoritcs chosen as substitutes 
for their mother countr.v. About a half a century had passed in contests 
fr uitful only of destruction, without a system of government suited to the 
character and needs of the people having been devised. A work so indispensable 
had to be consummated. Otherwise, the achance toward prosperity necessarily 

44. Fig. 29 has three rose stamps; Fig. 30 has three rnse stamps; Fig. 31 has two green 
stamps and the French Postage Due stamp; ancl Fig. 32 has three green stamps. 
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had to be slo"-, uncel'tain , and perhaps exposed 1o ful'iher tempests and dis­
asters. EYentually, a more dedicated and intelligent leadership enabled the 
mass of the people to rise somewhat from the slough of ignorance and indiffer­
ence; but this r esurgence " ·as not to take place until well into the twentieth 
century. Such \\·as the plight of the gr eat majority of the Honduran populace 
at the time when the first postage stamps were in use, indicating vividly the 
public's apathy toward the postal service. 

The government's mail senice up to and through the 1860 's operated in a 
di latory, inefficient manner. The mail carrier came and went occasionally, only 
wh en some pressing eYent made it necessary, and then generally afoot. De­
liYer:· was un certain, because distribution, if any, was made in alphabetical 
ordel', and the carrier was indifferent as to which end of the alphabet he 
startrd. Therefor e, most priYate indiYidua ls or business conccms, when there 
" ·as a need of sending· correspondence, hired pl'i ,·ate caniers, confident that 
their letters would arriYe at destination safer and sooner than by the gO\·ern­
men t 's postal system. 

Pl'obably th e March 13, 1839 cleeree, but eel'tainl.v those of August 1, 1856 
a nd October 18, 1865 did not prohibit the transmission of con espon clenee by 
p L·irn te eolniers or i nd i ,·icluals, as did Article 32 of the Federated States of 
Central Am eri ca 's April 24, 1824: decree, which stated: ' It is strictly pro­
hibited to send a letter through the medium of individuals without the stamp 
marking of the post-office.'' As in colonial da,\·s, therefore, the bulk of the 
materi al conYeyed b:· H onduras ' postal department in the 1 60 's " ·as of an 
ecclesiastical and go,·ernm ental nature. As such mail was carried postfree, 
there was small need of postage stamps. 

A great and insurmountabl e obstacle in the \\·a: ' of national. de,·elopment 
in the 1860 ·s was the alm ost complete absence of adequate roads. Distances, 
instead of being judged in miles, " ·ere estimated by road conditions. These 
" ·ere hardly roads at all; they were simply a way of getting from one place to 
another. They wer e mule-tracks or trails, winding to1tuously, to avoid laro·e 
and rapid streams, o\·er the steepest and roughest mountains, whe1·e, in some 
places, these trails were so narrow, abrupt, and obstructed that one despaired 
of getting through. l.;nder such deplorabl e conditions, loads carried b:' mules 
,..-ere necessa ril.'· so light as to effectual I:· prohibit tlw expo1-tation of bulky 
goods, except to and from places near the coast. This almost compl ete abse nce 
of suitable roads and their uttel' impassibil.i t:· dming most of t he rain.'· season 
(int"ierno), lasting f rom l\la.'· Lo NO\·ernber, " ·as the rnain reason fo r continuin g 
isolation and back\\"anliwss in nuu1:· rath er in accessible regions. As a result, 
there 'ms a Yery limited n eed l"or postal facilities. 

The popu lation of Hond urns dming l\ledi na ·s rcgi me was about 275,000, 
of " ·hich some 90% , as least, was of Indian and Jlestizo (mixed " ·hite and 
Ind ian ) extraction , whi le the i-cniaining 10% \\·as " ·hite, or mostl:· so. Th e 
" " ·hitcs " \\·ere i·emsonabl.'· literate, " ·hereas 95% of the Indian and mixed 
classes \\·ere illiterate. Th e condi tion of the latter group 'ms not the rrsnlt of 
degenerac:·, as the:· wel'e, in truth, basi cally m11·111-lH'al'ted , braYe and intelligent. 

On erous g0Ye1·nmental monopolies in tlte most rsse nt ial goods had absorbed 
tlte industi·ies of the ]o,,·c r class of people during colonial tla:·s. After in­
dependence, these monopolies con tin ue1l undc1· the control of th e ' ·" ·hit es,' ' who 
again controlled the imlustr.' · of the lo" ·r1· class, but this time b:· the payment 
of wages that " ·er e a mere pittance - trul.:·, shwe labor. 

Th e conduct of the goYernm ent rested " ·ith the people in the "white" 
category, who possessed the political kno\\·-how required to assume an actiYe 
share in public life . Although it \\·as populai: to ascribe special virtues to 
Indian ancestors, the ' · '"hites" were not always so sentimental in their personal 
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attitude towards the Indians and Mestizos. In the case of the more educated 
and distinctly ruling class, the feeling of social r epulsion towards the Indians 
was as marked as in colonial days. Hardly regarded as a member of the body 
politic, except in the language of the "paper" constitutions, which recognized 
their status as citizens, and except when able to read and write, were they apt 
to receive greater consideration. 'l'hus, the Indians and Mestizos exercised 
little influence in the government and the destiny of the nation of which they 
formed a large part. Therefore, with such a great proportion of the population 
illiterate, retiring, unambitious, and just satisfied to grow enough corn to sur­
vive, there existed but a limited need for postal facilities. It was only the 
"whites" who occasionally used the posts. 

Census statistics were unreliable in those early days, because many of the 
Indians, fearful that the visit of a census-taker presaged increased taxation or 
impressment into the army, absolutely refused to answer any questions, or hid 
in the forests for long periods. 

The Constitution of 1848 reads: " The right of suffrage belongs to all 
citizens over 21 years of age, but after 1870, it shall be limited to such only 
as may be able to read and write. '' Education was compulsory but not en­
forced; schools were free but few in number; rich people sent their children to 
schools in Guatemala or Europe; the University of TcguciO'alpa was no longer 
one of importance. 

A large percentage of the literates distrusted the government in power. 
Although the constitution during Medina's administration guaranteed the in­
violability of epistolary correspondence, and that any stolen or intercepted let­
ters could not be offered as evidence against the writer, these rights were not 
strictly observed. The " Ins " were forever trying to incriminate the "Outs,'' 
by fair or foul means, and vice-versa. As one writer put it: ''The 'Ins,' the 
office-holders of the regime in power, made hay while the political sun shone, 
for tomorrow they die; the ' Ins ' go out in rifle smoke and the 'Outs' come in 
with songs of greedy triumph.'' Certainly, such unstable conditions did not 
create the people's confidence in the government or any of its agencies. 

Serious epidemics were frequent during Medina's admistration, notably in 
1 67-1868, when a scourge of Cholera Morbus claimed the lives of many thou­
sands. The first epidemic of cholera struck Central America in June, 1836. 
At that time, the Conservative Party of the Federation of States spread the 
rumor that the Liberalists had poisoned the wells in order to decimate the 
strongly Conservative Indian element. This engendered in the Indians a hatred 
of the Liberals, and contributed greatly to the dissolution of the Federation, 
three years later. 

P eriodically these plagues re-occured, due, actually, to contamination re­
sulting from an absolute di regard by the masses for the basic rules of clean­
liness an<l sanitation. Later on, the belief became current that contagion was 
spread by contact, and mail, among other things, became suspect. The result, 
of: course, was that the interchange of correspondence was reduced to a trickle 
<luring those trying periods. 

Practically all of the limited quantity of domestic postal covers legitimately 
franked with the first stamps were either lost, discarded, or destroyed in the 
ordinary course of office-and house-cleaning, as their future philatelic value 
was not even considered at that time. Most of the few presently known cover 
were sent overseas, where stamp collectors appreciated their scarcity and treas­
ured them. It was a thrill to sec a legitimate cover coming all the way from 
Honduras. 

(To Be Continued) 
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Uncommon Use 

Of Common Stamps 
What our readers wish to see is a propel"ly used cover 11aving a rommon stamp that 

catalogs for $10 or less. But on cover this item's va Jue is rnn11y times t he standard catalog 
price for the stamp off cover, either unused or used. 

You may own such material. Then it is hoped that you will send it to The Editor, 
Collectors Club Philatelist, 22 East 35 Street, ew York, . Y. 10016. 

United States 

lOc Columbian Bisect Used On Soldier's Mail 

The back of the illustrated cover carries the hand tamped marking: ''Head­
quarter 1st Reg. Cal. U.S. Vol. Inf. Camp Dewey, Ph. I s. Soldiers letter, S. J. 
Kell eher." Underneath the handstamp is written "Capt & Adjt." 

The cover is cancelled ''San Francisco, Calif. August 22, 1 98, '' because 
in May, 1 98 the United States Postmaster General issued an order making 
San Francisco the Post Office for handling mail coming from the Philippine 
Islands. 

l~rom San Francisco, the cover was sent on to its destination, being back­
stamped Kalispell, Montana on August 26, 1898. 

The use of a b isected 1 93 10-cent Columbian to pay the regular 5-cent 
rate for soldier's mail is difficult to determine. Bisected stamps were pro­
hibited to be used by this time. It could be philatelic use. The possibility 
exists, however, that there may have been a shortage of 5-cent stamps for 

(Continued on Page 242) 

~ JI,, 

~ 
l~ 
~ 

' 
0 

·~ If t ~~7 
-~lvsvfu.i 

JJ v~1.- l:_-<- I C <& 

tr l / { I 

The address is incorrectly' spe lt " Kalis pel." (Photo by Boutrelle) 
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The Clubhouse 
Meeting of March 16, 1966 

Colombia. The 1868 Issue 

John N. Myer gaye a lecture, lllustrated with colored slides, on the salient 
problem of this issue: that of reprints and counterfeits. In 1890, there em­
anated from Colombia a large quantity of what appear to be reprints of the 
1868 issue, but which vary in various respects from the genuine stamps issued 
in 1868. 

'rhe lecture commenced with the showing of a finding some years ago by 
Mr. Myer of a proofsheet, undoubtedly made at the time the reprinting took 
place. With the aid of this, it is possible to describe accurately the differences 
between the originals and reprints. Therefore, Mr. Myer believes that this 
constitutes a key to the reprints. 

Taking each denomination of the series in turn, the differences between 
the originals and the impressions on the proofsheet were pointed out. These 
are considerable, particularly in some denominations. The late Charles J . Phil­
lips, in an article in the "Stanley Gibbons :Monthly Journal " for October, 
1905, described them as "from altered ... lithographic stones." 

On April 27, 1876, the Colombian Postal Adminisration announced that 
"because it has come to the attention of the GoYernm ent that there have been 
found in circulation various stamps of the postal service of suspicious origin, 
especially of the denominations of twenty, ten and fise centavos, there has been 
executed a new contract, changing the type of stamps to be used in the future." 
Instructions were given for withdrawing the ' 'suspicious' ' stamps from use. 
The new stamps issued are Scott Nos. 73-75. 

Mr. Myer showed various stamps that differ from the originals. Although 
they bear some of the characteristics of the reprints, they still differ from them. 
Some are cancelled, apparently '"ith legitimate postal markings. It is his 
theory that these arc the counterfeits of 1876, and that the reprints are reprints 
of the counterfeits. He is of the opinion that the counterfeits were made by 
someone in the employ of the printing office, where the stamps were printed. 
Someone had access to damaged lithographic stones, which he retouched and 
from which he made transfers. This belief is based on the discovery of a 
certain mark on some copies of the original 1 peso denomination printed from 
a worn stone; it is also found on the counterfeits as well as on what he considers 
reprints o-f' the counterfeits. 

Meeting of April 6, 1966 

Canal Zone 

The rnem bers were treated to an illustrated clarification of the multitu­
dinous varieties of Canal Zone oYerprints by Norman S. Hubbard. 

Mr. Hubbard began by tl·acing the historical background and reasons for 
the various issues. U nti I the sununer of 190-1: the only postal service available 
to U.S. personnel wm·king on the Canal was that of the new and financially 
insecm·e Republic of Panama. The service was expensive and inefficient, so 
in Jun e the Canal autl1 or i Lies es ta hi ished thrir own sen-ice, requesting an emer­
gency issue of stamps from Panama until a supply of stamps arrived from the 
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Fig. I. The first issue, 1904, Scott No. 3b, the 
error with "Canal Zone" double overprint. (All 
photos by Boutrelle) 

Fig. 2. 1907 issue, Scott No. 239 , the 2-cent 
carmine red and black with inverted center , on 
which the "Canal Zone" overprint reads up . 

. S. H ence, the fir t provisional handstamps on P anama stamps, which were 
themselves provisional overprints on the stamps of Colombia. These hand­
stamps were used only from June 24 to July 17, when Canal Zone overprints 
on the U. S. issue of 1902 arrived. 

The new domestic rate of 2c to the United States caused trouble with the 
P anama government, which charged the foreign rate of 10 centavos and could 
ill afford to lose this postal revenue. On December 3, 1904, therefore, the Taft 
agreement provided for the purchase of stamps from P anama at 40% of face 
value for use in the Canal Zone, an indirect subsidy to P anama. Thus we 
ceased using U. S. stamps and returned to overprinted stamps of P anama 
(Fig. 1) . 

From December 1904 to October 1906 the basic P anama stamps were still 
provisionals overprinted on the old issues of Colombia, and the double over­
printing was a fertile source of errors and varieties. The stamps of this period 
Mr. Hubbard designated Group I. 

In 1906 the stamps ordered by P anama from the H amilton Banknote Co. 
of New York arrived, o from then on there was only one (C.Z. ) overprint. 
Originally, the P anama stamps were sold as received and the Zone authorities 
had the overprinting done locally. But this was too costly and a nuisance. 
Consequently, it was agreed in 1909 to have the overprinting done for the 
Zone by the American Bank Note Co., who had the new contract for P anama's 
stamps and who did it without extra charge. This arrangement (except for 
one emergency in which Panama stamps were overprinted by the Panama Canal 
Press at Mt. Hope-, C.Z.) continued until 1924 and accounts for Group II, as 
Mr. orman Hubbard clas ifies the Canal Zone issues. 

In 1924, the United States tired of paying the 40 % of face to Panama, 
which by this t ime was economi call y solvent, and abrogated the Taft agree-
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Fig. 3. 191 2 issue, Scott No. 40a, the 5-cent 
Panama stamp with th e portra it of the 2-cent 
sta mp in the center. 

mcnt by starting to use once again U. S. stamps with Canal Zone overprints 
(July 1, 1924-0ctober 1, 1928) , creating Group III (see Figs. 4 and 5). 

In 1928 original designs were engraved for the Canal Zone, eliminating 
the use of overprints and bringing us to the present time, and Group IV. 

Mr. Hubbard then went back to examine the Group I issues in detail, 
pointing out that it has everything to interest philatelists except commercial .......... .., .. .., . 
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Fig. 4. 1926 issue. (Left) Scott No. 92a , the 20-cent carmine rose with "Cana l" of the overprint 
inverted and (right ) Scott No. 92b with "Zone" inverted. 

41!' 

• 
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Fig. 5. Th e 20-ce nt of 1926 with the overpr int 
rea d ing "Zone/Ca nal," Scott No. 92c; this error 
occurs only on Position 92 in the sheet. 

c0Yc1·s. Co\·ers of the first issue are mostly philatelic, u ed within the Zone 
area. Conrs to Europe or the United States are carcc. 

Reasons for the large quantity of varieties in the 1904-06 overprints in­
clude carelessness in applyin g the Panama overprints, e.g. wide and narrow 
bars o\·er "Colombia,'' different shades of red ink, spelling errors, and letter 
omitted. Furthermore, the Canal Zone overprint was applied locally to small 
supplies of stamps as a need arose. Therefore, there wc1·c many printings of 
each value from different settings. 

Because the varieties occnr in some cases in different positions in the sh ct 
in different settings, large blocks arc sometimes required to identify the settin g 
from " ·hich the stamps come. And as the same Canal Zone setting could be 
applied to d ifferent printings oC the Panama oYerprints, the Panama shade docs 
no t acleqnatel.\· identify t.ltc Ca nal Zone setting . 

Ample illnstra t ion ol' all these points was pro\·ideJ in the color sliues and 
on the albnm pages :f:rom Mr. Hubbard's coll ection in the frames, which in­
cluded practically <ill ihc Ca nal Zone rarities. 

I n the quest ion and <liscussion period that Coll01\'l'<l, n ma tter of semant ics 
was suggested that the six "settings " of the first Canal Zone oYerprin t should 
actually be term ed J<'o l' m A, B, Bl, B2, B3, and B+. That JUr. Hubbard hn d 
d istl'ibuted mimcog1·aphcd position diagrams of these form s before his talk 
indicates the thoroughnes of hi preparation. (II enry Stollnitz) 

Meeting of April 20, 1966 

Annual Members' Competition 

For the Annual l\Icrn bers ' Competition this year, the mounting committee 
had an unusually easy job. There were only thirty-one exhibits to display. 
This compares to forty-six in 1965 and an average of close to fifty exhibits 
dur ing each of the past five years. The quality of most of the material on dis-
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play, however, was of a higher standard, enough to tax the ability of the judge , 
chaired by Mr. Ezra D. Cole. Assisting him were Messrs. Henry M. Goodkind 
and Albert H. Higgins. 

President Woodward opened the meeting with a casual r eference to the 
g-amc of second-guessing. This is where the members sit patiently for the judges 
to announce the names of the winners and check these off against their own 
choices. Having played this game himself on innumerable occasions, the writer 
can report this to be an inter esting, if not r ewarding, pastime. 

l\Ir. Solomon Altmann acted as Chairman of the hosts during the week 
oC .April 1 -22 when the exhibits \\·ere on display. It was a bit trange not to 
sec l\ [r . Ehrenberg in that capacity. She was on a world tour at the time (a 
much more pleasant task ) . Ably assisting Mr. Altmann were Messrs. Charles 
\V. Brooks, Paul P . Lindenberg, Oeoro-e F. Miller, "William H. Miller, J r. and 
\ V. K enneth l\Iinuse. Certificates of Appreciation were tendered to all who 
had helped in this task. 

Dr. Irwin M. Yarry, Chairm an of the Mounting ommittee, was then 
called upon to present Certificates of Appreciation to those members of his 
committee, who had assisted him in mounting the Annual Competit ion and the 
regular displays by speakers at meetings throughout the year. Singled out 
wer e Messrs. Adrien Boutrelle, orman S. Hubbard, Paul P. Lindenberg, Na­
thaniel Litt, George F . Miller and Dr. Stanley L. Stutman. 

As a practice of many years tanding, President ·woodwarcl next presented 
bound volumes of the 1965 COLLEC'l'ORS CLUB PHn~ATELrs·r to Editor, Henry l\L 
Goodkind, and to the members of the Editorial Committee, Messrs. Solomon 
Altmann, Ezra D. Cole, Harri on D. S. H averbeck and Philip Silver. 

The next order of business was the presentation of Certificates of Honor­
able Mention to Messrs. Denwood N. Kelly and Mortimer L . Neinken for pro­
grams during 1965 and to Dr. L . N. Cristea and Mr. Mel C. Nathan for articles 
in the COLLECTORS CLUB PillLA'J.'E l,IS'.l' during the same year. 

Judg ing the Annual Competition on April 20, 1966. (Left to right) Ezra D. Cole, Chairman ; Albert 
H. Higgins a nd H e nry M. Good ki nd. (Photos by Boutrelle ) 
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R. H. Shrady, M.D. sta nd ing before his air mail 
sta mp exhibit that took the Grand Awa rd in the 
1966 Ann ual Competit ion for Collectors Club 
members. 

'l'he moment of truth had now arrived. With a bow to his fellow judges, 
Messrs. Goodkind and Higgins, perhaps with the intention of making certain 
they were adequately implicated with him for the results of their deliberations, 
Mr. Cole announced the awards. 

Grand Award 

First prize, a handsome sterling silver Revere bowl, was awarded to Dr. R. 
Hasbrouck Shrady of Englewood, New Jersey, for a fine display of acrophila­
telic gems. 'l'his signalizes the coming of age of acrophilately at the Collectors 
Club. It is the first t ime, in the writer's memory, that an air mail exhibit ever 
gained such distinction . Also, since Dr. Shracly is a resident member, this 
marks the rctm·n of the grand award from the " hinterlands." For many 
years, this prize has been awarded to non-resident members of the club. 

Dr. Shrady 's exhibit consisted of non-official, pioneer air post adhesives 
some no more than private labels. It represented the early years in air mail 
simil ar in many respects to the years of the U.S. private posts before the mail 
became a 100% government monopoly. 

Shown were a mint single and tcte-bcchc pair of the U. S. 1877 Buffalo 
Balloon labels and two post cards with the 1911 Vin Fiz adhesives used on the 
history-making first ti-ans-continental flight. One of the few surviving mint 
copies of the rare Canada London-to-London 1927 flight as well as some scarce 
1912 German semi-official stamps were exhibited. A New Zealand Great Barrier 
Island Pigeongram on a fimsye was shown, as well as some seldom-seen items 
from Denmark and Sweden. 

6 Awards of Honor 

Six sterling silver bowls, all of equal merit were awarded to the following 
exhibits: 

Mexico - Eagle issue of 1864-1866 by John K. Bash of Staten Island, N. Y. 
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Switzerland - 1843-1850 Cantonal and F ederal issues by H enry Blum of 
Demarest , New J ersey. 

Tobago adhesives, a basic collection by F . W. Doolittle, Jr. of Phoenix, 
Maryland. 

Netherlands cind Did ch Indies - First issue by Harry S. H eymans of New 
Rochelle, New York. 

Canada - Early covers showing various rates and unusual combinations 
by Mr. and Mrs. Norm an S. HubbarJ of Oceanside, New York. 

Some United States Postal Markings of 1847-1851 by H enry Stollnitz of 
Forest Hills, New York. 

Certificates of Merit 

Fourteen exhibits were awarded certificates as follows: 
United States Postal Cards "Essays " by Solomon Altmann of Flushing, 

New York. 
Central and S oidh American covers and stamps by Max Bass of Great Neck, 

New York. 
S outh Africa in World War II, selected pages by Werner K. Elias of 

J amaica, New York. 
New Guin ea provision al air mail covers by H arry A. Holman of Long Is· 

land City, New York. 
The 1912 Neutrality Overprints of China by Warren G. Kauder, M.D. of 

Newark, New J ersey. 
Colombia - Covers flown by SCADTA, 1920-1921 by John N. Myer of 

New York City, New York. 
First issiies of various countries by Kenneth Roberts of New York City, 

New York. 
Sports material by Ira Seebacher of Roslyn, New York. 
The third Palm Tree issue of Haiti by l<'. Burton Sellers of Tarrytown, 

New York. 
The Lion Stamps of Persia, 1870-1878 by Michael Shamil-Zadeh of Brook­

lyn, New York. 
Prominent personalities and their use of U. S . R evenue Stamps by H enry 

Tolman II of Orange, Connecticut. 
Spanish Civil War - the Italians in Spain by Theodore Van Dam of New 

York City, New York. 
Selected covers of British W est Indies by Irwin M. Yarry, D .D .S., of 

Woodside, New York. 
Air mails of Uruguay by Nathaniel Lit t of New York City, New York. 

Other Exhibits 

Precan cel overprint of Fran ce and varieties - Adrien Boutrelle, Brooklyn , 
New York. 

French Congo definitives (1900-1904) Proofs and Essays - W . J . Connelly, 
Brooklyn, New York. 

18th Century American war nwterial : French and Indicin War, R evolu­
tionary War and Whiskey R ebellion - Edith M. Faulstich, Yonkers, New York. 

United States 3c 1861 - Hoxie Haas, White Plains, New York. 
The 1907 control nw,rkings of the R epublic of E cuador - Leo John Harris, 

Washington, D.C. 
Edward VII as Prince of Wales. "Royal children on stamps" - New 

Brunswick and Newfoundland - Viola Ilma, New York City, New York. 
British stamps iised in Constantinople 1857-1883 - P aul P. Lindenberg, 

New York City, New York. 
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The second issue of the Kingdom of Korea - David G. Phillips, Miami 
Beach, Florida. 

Autographed Covers of "The life and times of Presidents Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and K ennedy" and a few of my favorite album pages of philatelic 
photographs- Stanley l .i. Stutman, D.D.S. , Seaford, New York. 

Brunei (Nvt For Competition) - Howard B. Lee, Larchmont, New York. 

So ends anoth er annual competiti ve display b~r the members of the Club. 
Although most of the material exhibited was of high quality, the writer deplores 
an apparent lack of inter est by many members because of the much smaller 
number of frames displayed. P erhaps the forthcoming SIPEX exhibition in 
\Vashington was a factor in keeping down the number of applicants. It is our 
fond hope that more members will ava il themselTes of the opportunity to 
compete next year. (P.S.) 

The following have qualified for membership in T he Collectors Club and have 
been duly elected by the Board of Governors: 

5146 Bruce B. Flautt, Baltimore, Md. Collects General. 
5147 H enry vV. H ouser, Woodbr idge, Conn. Collrcts .Austr ia. 
5148 J ay R. Braus, Larchmont, N . Y. Colleets Uni ted Rtat('S banknotes. 
5149 Boris. B . . Joffe, Buffalo, N. Y. Collects Air Mail. 
5150 Hichard A. vVashlrnrn , rr ela, H onduras. Coll ects Ifornl11n1 s. 
5151 Myron K Rtrc7.ynski, Uhicago, Ill. Uo ll ects P oland. 
5152 Geraldine I-I . P oriss (1\J rs. Ralph G. ), Scottsdale, Ari?.. Collrets Unitrcl 

States fancy cancellations, Topicals. 
5153 Jozef Kuderewi cz, M.D., Manchester, N. I-I. Coll ects Pol and, Vatican. 
5154 Eugenio Gebauer, Caracas, Venezuela. Collects Colombi a Air Mail, Ba ­

varia. 
5155 Charles H. Sweeting, Trenton, N. J . Collects Postal History Aubul'n, 

N.Y. 
5156 Fernando Zobel de .Ayala, Madrid, Spain. Collects Imprrf . class ics of 

the world. 
5157 H erman Gilbert, Elmhurst, N. Y. Collrcts worldwide. 
5158 Hobin M. 'l'aylor, Brighton , Bngland. 
Gifts to the Library w er e received a lso from : 

Mrs. Martin Camacho, Mrssrs. Rohrl't Hu ggins, Philip S ih·er, P au l P . 
Lindenbel'g, H em_,. Nl. (l oodki nd , .J11dai ca Uis1 01·i ca l Phil ateli c Society and 
Arn e1·ican Philatr li c Society, In c. 
UNCOMMON USE (Contin111' d from l'flge 234) 

sold icrs' use in the Philippines \1·h r 11 t h is coyer was mailed. \\Thy the 10-cent 
Col urn b i an Exposition comrn emo rati ,·c wns usrd i 11 th e Ph ii ippi nes instead of' 
the r egular 10-cent U. S. postage stamp a lso is difficult to explain. 

At any rate, the cm·er wr11t through the mail s with no postage clue either 
at San Francisco, Calif. an<l also Kalisprll , .Montana . 'l'his makes it an un­
usual use. (!Jarry L . Fin e, Mesa, Arizona,). 
242 



THE COLLECTORS CL UB PHl LATELTST, vor,. 45, NO. 4 
Auditor's Report 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB, I C. 

BALANC E SHEET DECEMBER 31, 1965 

A SSETS 
C URRENT FUNDS : 

( 'ash in Banks: 
Chem ical Bank N e w Yo r k Tr·ust Co. 
Howery Savings Bank 
Seamen's Bank for Savings 

Pelly cash fund 
Deposits with post office 
Due from adYerti ser s 
Advance for Theo. E. Steinway Memorial 

Publications Fund 
Prepaid ins urance 

TOTAL CURRENT FUND S 

PLANT INVESTMENT : 
R eal es ta t e 
Furniture and equipment 
Library 

TOTAL PLANT INVESTMENT 

OTHER FUNDS: 
House R eplacem ent Fund: 

Ca sh - Seam en' s Bank for Savings 
Ma rketabl e Securities 

J . Brace Chittenden M emorial Fund : 
Cash - Seam en' s Bank fo r Sav ings 
Marketable Secu r iti es 

Th eo. E. Steinway Memoi·ial Publications F'und : 
Cash - Manhattan Savings Bank 

Life Membership Fund: 
Cash - Bowery Savings Bank 

Capital Fund - No. 1: 
Cash - U nion Dime Savings Bank 

Capita l Fund - No. 2: 
Cash - Emigrant Industrial Savings Bank 

TOTAL OTHER FUNDS 

TOTAL ASSETS 

(il 8.24 
1.096. 1i2 

87:1.XG 

$ 2,0.27.01 
2a, l 21. 2G 

239.50 
8, 788.85 

2,588. 72 

50. 00 
20.00 

181.12 

14 3.57 
311. 00 

$ 3,294. 41 

$69, 780.87 
17,502.67 
30.293.35 

117, 576.89 

$ 2G, 14 .27 

9,028.35 

2, 486.01 

300.00 

9, 763.98 

J ,876.47 

48, 603.08 

$169,474.38 

NOTE : It is the practice of the Club to r ecord th€ value of donated colleclion s at 
selling price at t h e lime of sale only. The value of don a ted c o llec tion s in 
the possess ion of th C lub at December 31, 1965 is not r e fl ected on the 
balance sh eet. 

LIABILITIES AND CAPITAL 
CURRENT FUNDS: 

M embe r s hip Dues Received in Advan~e 
Social Secu r ity Taxes Payable 
f<' d e ra l In com e Taxes ' Vithheld 
New York State Tax ' Vilhh e ld 
l{eserve fo r Antic ipated Street A ssessm e nt 
S 11rµlu s - Curre nt Fund s 

TOTAL CURRENT FUND S 

PLANT INVESTMENT FUND 

OTHER FUNDS : 
H ou se R ep la cem e nt Fund 
J . Brace Chittenden :Memorial Fund 
Th eo. E. Steinway Memorial Publications Fund 
Life Membersh ip F u nd 
('apital Fund - No. 1 
C'apital Fund - No. 2 

TOTAL OTHER FUNDS 

TOTAL L IABI L ITIES AND CAP ITA L 

203. 7G 
I 34 .5~ 
13 1. I 0 

14 .40 
2,fiOO.l.iO 

:no.G:! 

$ 25,148.27 
~.028.35 
2.486 .01 

300 .00 
9.763.98 
1, 876. 47 

$ 3.29 4.41 

ll 7. 576 .89 

48,603.08 

$169,474.38 
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THE COLLECTORS CLUB, INC. 

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND SURPLUS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1965 
INCOME : 

M ember ship clu es 
I nte r es t on Savings Bank A ccounts 
Con l ribu tion s 

OPERATING EXPENSES 
Office 
C lub A c tivities 
Hou se 
L ibrar y 

Cost of publishing COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 

Excess of Income over E xpe nditures 
Less: defic it - J a nuary 1, 1965 

Surplus - December 31. , 1965 

M . S. KUHNS, LINGLEY & SINC LAIR 

Certified Publ ic Accountants 

To The Board of Governors 
T h e Collec tors C lub, Inc. 
N ew York, N ew York 

17,720.61 
227 .:lG 
913.35 

4 , 172 . J ~ 
1, 757.95 
5, 370 . lG 
2,58 4. 16 

$ 18,861. 32 

J ~ . 88 ~ . 40 

4,976.92 
4,658.94 

317.98 
7. 35 

310.63 

vVe have exam in ed the b a la n ce sh eet of The Collec tors C luh, Inc. a s of D ecember 31, 1965 
ancl t h e r elalecl s l a l em ent of operat ion s ancl surplus f o r th e y ear then encl ecl. Our examinat ion 
was mad e in a ccord a n ce w i th g en erally a ccepted auditing s tancla rcl s, ancl accordingly inc lud ed 
su ch t es t s of the a ccounting r ecord s and su ch o th e r auditing procedures a s w e consider ed 
ne cessa ry in the c ircun1 s tances. 

In om· opin ion. t h e accompanying statem en ts prese n t f a i rl y th e a sse t s ancl liabi li ti es of 
The Col lec to r s C luh, lnc. a t D ecember 31, 1965, ari sing from cash t r ansa c tion s and Lh e r e v enues 
co llec t ed and expenditures rnacl e b y it a ncl changes in fund balan ces durin g the y ear then 
end ed on a bas i s con si s t ent with tha t of Lhe preceding year. 

New York, N . Y . 
March 3(), 1966 

V ery tru l y yours, 

J\f. S. KUHNS, LINGLEY & SINCLAIR 
September 21st 

October 5th 

October 19th 

November 2nd 

November 16th 

December 7th 

December 21st 

1966 COMING MEETINGS 
Meetings convene at 8 p. m. 

Summer Recess 

Czechoslovakia Philat.elic Society, New York Bran ch 

l 11/ormal rou.ndtable 
United States, British Colonies, Europe 

Camerou11 - T he British period - K enn eth Roberts, 
New York City, N. l '. 

R esearch night 

Bolivia - Alex R e11do11, New York City, N. Y. 

Philatelic oddities of tir e world - Ira Seebach.er, Ros­
lyn, New York 

- BOARD OF GOVERNORS OPEN HOUSE 
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Booli Reviews 
Montserrat by L . E . Britnor. 95 pages, illustrations, loose-leaf in paper 
binder. Published by British West Indies Study Circle London, England. 
Pri ce $3.15, postage included, from P. T. Saunders, Caymans Cottage, Bushley, 
Tewkesbury, Gloucester, England. 

This book is published because of a combined effort by members of the 
B. v\T. I. Study Circle \\·ith the assistance of numy of the outstanding students 
of British \Vest Indian philately; it is the fourth handbook of the series dealing 
with these ever popular British islands in the Caribbean area. 

Montserrat has had no pre,·ious handbook and what available literature 
published has been most sparse. This island has had a postal history for over 
250 yeai· ·. Consequently, a book, if only to couclatc what information is 
aYail ablc was sorely needed. This 95-pagc book . upplies it for the first time. 

The first three chapters, aside from an introduction with general informa­
tion and a map, deal with postal hi 'tory, being covered in three periods; from 
the earliest known records up to 1 -1:2, from 1 42 to 1890, and finally postal 
history after 1900. l\lo:t of the material is new, haYing been carefully an­
notated from official archi \ ' CS, the W alsingham and Plantation papers. 

The early packets, with names, elates, rates and other relevant data, are 
all carefully recorded. The exciting period of the British naval packets, that 
carried the mail during the struggle between the French and British for control 
of these islands, is comprehensively recorded as well as the later vessels of The 
Royal Mail Steam Packets. The postal history chapters are brought up to the 
present t ime with the listings of all the post offices and sub-offices. 

The Yarious postage stamp issues arc coYcred in the next nine chapters. 
Starting with the Great Britain stamps used in Montserrat during 1857-58, it 
cont inues on through the cur rent Queen Elizabeth II issues. Many of the early 
bisects arc described. A chapter on the so-called "bogus oyerprint,'' listed by 
Gibbons, is now rectified as being legitimately used. This note by the Stanley 
Gibbons Catalogue should be now deleted. 

Further chaptc1· arc dcYoted to "specimen" oYcrprints and to postal 
stationery, which has recently become more popular. 

The postal markings chapter is divided into s ix sect ions, with the ti 11 c 
illustrations and known dates of use. A short chapter on Fiscals (Rcvcn uc 
sta mps) and a concluding one on" mi ·ccllancons .. deals with registr::iLion h::i nd­
stamps, a ir mail et iquettes and acrogrammes, although the la tter could have 
been com bi ncd in an earlier chapter on air mails for practical r easons . 

. An appendix fumishes the official documents for the various rates and 
schedules from the earli est period of mail to the present. 

l\lr. Bri tnor has .furnished a ready reference aid to an.' · specialist of the 
British \Vest Indies, because it correlates much information that applies to the 
other i ·lan<ls, especially the Leeward I slands. (Dr. Irwin I . l'arry ) 

The Postage Stamps Of Griqiwlancl ·w est, b~, IL R . Holm es, (London 1966 ). 
J 4 pages, paper bound. Royal Philatelic Society, .n Dcrnnshire Place, London, 
England. 

This monograph, a reprint from the " London Philatelist," deals with one 
of the many "dead" countries of Southern Africa. Griqualand West was a 
territory in what is now the Northern Cape Province, taken under British 
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protection in 1871 mainly to provide a minimum of law and order among dia­
mond diggers, who fought each other over the borderlines of their stakes, and 
at the same time to protect them against neighboring Transvaal and Orange 
Free State. Kimberley was one of the main settlements in this region, which 
is of special interest to any student of the early mails of South 4frica. Event­
ually, the territory was incorporated into Cape Colony in 1880. 

The author provides a thorough analysis of the many types of "G" oyer­
prints on Cape of Good Hope stamps, much of it the result of his own research; 
at the same time he furnishes a good deal of po tal history. 

It is strange, though, that he appears to omit any discussion of the many 
forgeries of Griqualand "\\Test stamps about which we used to hear. On 
the basis of his studies, l\1r. Holmes may concciYably have come to the con­
clus ion that these "forge1·ies" were actually additional government issues. If 
so, a statement to that effect would have been helpful. 

Apart from this one shortcoming, the booklet .·hou ltl he a welcome addition 
to the library of any collector interested in early South Africa. ( IV. ](. Elias) 

The Library Committee reports the acquisition of the following : 

Swiss Pcinorama. Edited by Han Kasscr. Published by Artemis Publishing 
Company, Zurich, Switzerland. 75 pages. Illu trated. Clothbound. Gift 
of The Great Britain Philatelic Society, Group Switzerland. Courtesy of 
Mr. l\Iax Guggenheim. 

The Postage Stamps of Griqiwland W est by IL R. Holmes, F.R.P.S.L. He­
printcd from The London Philatelist. 14 page . Gift of the author. 
Mexico - 1868/1872 Issue - Thick Numbers by Roberto Garcia-Larranaga. 
Privately printed. 2-:1: pages. Illustrated. English and Spanish text. 
Ring binder. Gift of the author. 

Record: Related Material. Staten Island Philatelic Society Project 1962-1964. 
CommemoratiYc Postage Stamp for the Opening of Verrazano-Narrows 
Bridge. No,·. 21, 1964. Gift of the Staten Island Philatelic Society. 
Courtesy of l\Ir. Henry Kraemer. 

Rampstukken. De geschicdeni Yan de bij Ncdcrlanclsc ·diegtuigongclukken 
geheel of gcdecltelijk vc1·loren gcganc postzendingcn. By 'iV. Baron Six Yan 
Otcrleek. Uitgevcrs-Uompagnic ' De Branding,' Amsterdam. 56 pages. 31 
plates. Dutch text. Hard co,·cr. Gift of the author. 

Die Briefmarken von Lagos by Hans Rudolphi and Karl Kurt ·\Yoltcr. H eft 
25 dcr Schriftcnrc ihc Ncues IIandbuch dcr Bricfmarkenkunclc, Pntnkfu1t 
am :Main, Germany. 1966. 14 pages. Illustrated. German text. Papcr­
bound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Die Brief111nrke11 von Cochinchina, by Hans Yon Rudolphi and Karl Kurt Wolter . 
Heft 26 der Schriftcnrcihc Ncues Handbuch <lcr Briefmarkcnkunde, Frank­
furt am Main, Germany. 1966. 9 pages. Illustrated. German text. 
Paperbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Die Briefmarken von Johannn ( Anjouan) by IIa11 von Rudolphi and Karl 
Kurt 'iVolter. Heft 27 der Schriftenrcihc cues Ilandbuch der Bricf­
markenkunde, Frankfurt am Main, Germany. 1966. 4 pages. Illustrated. 
German text. Papcrbouncl. Courtesy of the publisher. 

f:Jivex Officicil Ccitcilogue. Gift of :!\Ir. H. D. S. Haverbeck. 
Sipex Official Cafologue and Awards. Gift of Mr. George T. Turner. 
U.S. Street-Car Railway Post Offices . Compiled and published by Norman 

Hill , Rotherham, Yorkshire, England. 1965. 90 pages. Illustrated. Paper­
honnd. Courtesy of l\tl.r. Albert H. Higgins. 
246 



'l'HE COLLECTORS CLUB PH1LATE1LIST, VOL. 45, NO. 4 
GREECE (Continued from Page 216) 

ing what I consiuer accurate as well as errors. 
It is my observation that collectors and dealel'S in .America arc not as 

kno\\·lcdgeable about these early Greek issues as their counterparts in Europe. 
The existent confusion can prove very costly, because people over here are 
buying and selling comrn on Yaricties as scarce items. 

One of the most common mistakes occurs with the 1862-67 issues. The 
first A thens ProYisional Printings arc very scarce in mint condition. They 
also arc not C0111J11on used. Other printings are much more common. A dif­
ference of scYcral hundred dollars can be involved, because of inconect identifi­
cation. 

It is admitted that these early issues of Greece arc difficult for many. 
'l'hey arc complicated ; this, howeYer, should attract, not have collectors shy 
;nn1.v from them. It is the many challenges in proper classification that pro­
Yide the fascination for one who wants to tackle these Greek stamps. It is no 
exaggeration to state that one can spend a lifetime specializing with these 
stamps. But CYCl'Y moment deYoted to their study is time well spent. 

Bibliography 

· ·Philotelia " Bi-monthly journal, Hellenic Philatelic Society, Athens, Greece. 
"Etude sur les timbres de Grece, A vcc les concourse de meilleurs specialistes 

de t imbres de Grece." Published hy th e Hellenic Phi latelic Society, 
Athens, Greece by T. Constandinides. 1933. 

" Kohl 's Briefmarken Handbuch " by Dr. Herbert Munk. 
U.S. Warships of World War II by Paul H. Silverstone. Published by Double­
day & Company, Inc., Garden City, N. Y. 442 pages. Illustrated. Cloth­
bound. Gift of the author. 

Space Stamps. Edited by Lester E. Winick. American Topical Association, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 59 pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. Courtesy of 
the publisher. 

A Study of Major Errors of the Ryukyu Islands, plus a Thirnbleful of History 
by Melvin Schoberlin. A. P. S. Reprinteu from The American Philatelist. 
1965. 24 pages. Illustrated. Bristol stock cover. Gift of The American 
Philatelic Society. 

Germany's Post-War Local Post Issues: 1945-48 by Fred S. Wolfe, A.P.S. Re­
printed from The American Phil atelist. 1964. 48 pages. Illustrated. 
Bristol stock cm·er. Gift of The .American Philatelic Society. 

Indian Territory Mail. by Gaspare Signorelli and Tom J. Caldwell. Published 
by Gaspare Signorelli, Brooklyn, N. Y. 1966. 155 pages. Illustrated. 
Plastic cowr. Gift of the authors. 

Catalogo de los S ellos de Chile ":::JOCOPO" 1961, Toma I & 'fomo II. Pub­
lished by La SOCOPO, Santiago de hilc. 160 pages. Illustrated. Spa­
nish text. Papcrbouncl. Gift of Mr. Alex Rendon. 

Postage Stamps of' Czechoslovakia by Otto Hornung. Published by .Artia, 
Prague, CzechosloYakia. 18 pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. Gift of 
Mr. Nathaniel Litt. 

Sieger W eltraumfahrt Spezial-Kafolog. 4. Aufiage. Sieger-Verlag, Lorch, 
vVurttemberg. 323 pages. Illustrated. German text. Paperbound. Cour­
tesy of the publisher. 

Jfaw·y Cafologne Specialise de '1.'inibres-Poste France 1967. Maison Arthur 
.l\Iaury, Paris, France. 200 pages. Illustrated. French text. Paper­
bouncl. Gift of Mr. Louis K. Robbins . 
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I 
BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA Rare stamps, high values, varieties I 

and all specialised material sought; fu ll market price paid. Rare 
1907 2d & 4d par ticular ly required. 

CANADA 1857 Y,d rose/ horizontally ribbed - a fine used horiz. 
pair - very rare ....................... ... ........ . 

I 
CEYLON 1912-25 500r & lOOOr 'Specimen' & very fresh ........... . 

I will pay over fu ll Scott for fine mint copies of the 500r 
& lOOOr. 

MALAY A - JO HORE 1904 $50 & $100 in unmounted mint vertical 
marginal pairs ... quite brill iant & with Cert. Rare in un-

$800 

$280 I 

toned con di ti on $2000 
NE WFOUNDLAND 1930 50c/ 36c 'Colu mbia' fine mint & variously 

exper ti sed. Only 143 mint copies exist: a great airmail rarity: 
same n umbers ptd. as Pinedo! $1600 

NORWAY 1855 4sk blue large margins fine unused with RPS Cert. 
A very rare stamp . ................ .... ................... .. $775 

I NYASALAND I wish to buy a ll valuable material, single stamps, I 
covers, proofs, etc., of this colony. Offers, please. 

PITCAIRNS 1849 a remarkable pre-stamp letter from this island 
. . . fascinating contents: few can exist ........................................ $200 

T ONGA 1900 (March) 7Y, d centre inverted, mint: One of 60 which 
originall y existed ...... .......... $700 

JOHN TAYLOR 
Wilmington House, 

High Street, East Grinstead, Sussex, England 
SCOTT'S MONTHLY STAMP JOURNAL 
This prominent philatelic publication is a must if you 
wish to keep your catalogue up-to-date and stay 
abreast of new issues. Each issue carries the Scott 
Chronicle of New Issues - a catalogue supplement 
which lists stamps issued after publication of the 
latest Scott Catalogues. In addition , there are illus­
trated articles, stamp facts , price change informa­
tion , book news and stamp world miscellany. 

A one year subscription to Scott's Monthly Stamp Journal costs only $4. 
A three year's subscription is only $11. (In Canada add 50 ¢ a year for 
postage; in other countries add $1 a year for postage.) 

.--------------------------------~ 
I Please enter my 1 yr. D 2 yr. D 3 yr. D subscription to Scott's Monthly Stam p I 
I Journal. My check D or money order D in the amount of $ is enclosed. I 
I I 
I Name I 
I Add ress I 
I City one State I 
I SCOTT PUBLICATIONS INC., 1255 Portland Pl., Boulder, Colorado I 
L--------------------------------~ 
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~ We are philatelic auctioneers ~ 
~ and specialize ~ 
1§ in providing c 
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~ and other philatelic properties c 

~ ~ 
~ Over 35 years experience ~ 
~ assures the maximum = 

; in results r your inquiry is welcome 
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Are You Interested In 

19th CENTURY ISSUES OF 

U.S. A., BRITISH COMMONWEALTH and EUROPE?? 

If you are, I am sure I can be of assistance by sending - ON 
APPROVAL - some suitable stamps o r cove rs. 

There is something available in most countries. But current stocks 
are largest in U.S. A., CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND, AUSTRIA, 
DENMARK, GREECE, NETHERLANDS and other EUROPEAN COUN­
TRIES as well as BRITISH WEST INDIES and GREAT BRITAIN. 

Why not let me know of your interests, and allow me to prove 
that I can be of help. 

LEO BAR ESCH 
Manfield House 

376/ 9 Strand 
London WC 2, England 

1111 
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r ............................................. __ .._ .......... _ .... e e e e e e ................ e e e e e e e e e e I I I I I e 

T SUPERB ITEMS TO SUIT EVERY TASTE 

CEYLON 1857 Set of 7 original Plate Proofs, ld., 2d., 4d., lOd., 1/-., 
1/ 9., 2/ -., in black 
D ie Proofs of 1st issu e, original Perkins Bacon. From 
6d. purple brown S. G. 1, s upe rb u sed. Cat: £50 
2d. emerald green. superb u sed pair, large margin s 
5d. unu sed, large margin s 
l()d. fine u sed copy 
1/ - fine u sed, r emarkabl e colour 
1/ - fine u sed pair 
2/ - fine u sed . RPS cer t. Cat: £ 150 

1861 In ter Perf 14-15 0 4d., S. G. 34, f in e u s d 
Inter Perf 14-15 0 5d., S. G. 34aa, fine u sed 
Rough Perf 1/ 9 green, S. G. 57, o. g . .... 

( F ine ra nge of later issues always availab le). 

A fi ne se lection from o u r v aried s t ock 

Wh e n b uyi ng or se ll ing similar material , always consult:-

$77.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 

$92.50 
$49.00 
$85.00 
$92.50 

$126.00 
$210.00 
$78.50 
$42.00 
$92.00 

W. E. LEA (PHILATELISTS) LTD. 
NO. 1, ADELPHI, JOHN ADAM STREET, 

STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 2, ENGLAND 

1 ..................................................................................... - ..................................................................................... +
THE ROY AL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

reports 

(The publisher of the quarterly Philately from Australia 
and numerous philatelic works) 

the publication of another m a jor w ork by Mr. J. R . W. P urves 

THE 'REGISTERED' AND 'TOO LA TE' ST AMPS 
OF VICTORIA, 1854-58 

An intrig uing s tudy in detection, the f irst of its k ind, wh ich concerns 
two famo us old- timers 

Bound in full cloth, 80 pp., 11" x 71/2", 10 full s ize plates 
(with 10 duplicat es in pocke t ) 

P RI CE, including postage, $13.50 U.S. 

Remitt a nce s a nd a ll correspondence , plea se, to : 

JOHN GARTNER 
THE HAWTHORN PRESS 

15 GUILDFORD LANE 
MELBOURNE C . 1 

When w 1·iting ask f01· hrochurf' li Rting othe r local puhlication• (7 book s and lG 
monographs) avai labl e in th e fi e ld of "Aus trali ana Ph il ate li ca," a huge area 
which, with its many unch a rted spaces, presents a continuing c ha ll e nge to 
stud en ts . 
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I I 
§ c 

I I §OCTOBER 19-20 c 

I I I AUCTION I
§ c 

i CANADA I 
g c 
~ Stampless Covers I 
= ~ i the property of C. P. deVolpi I 
§ including c 
~ 33 vols. Town Postmarks I 
= ~ ~ 1 vol. Official Covers, ~ 
;!; Free Frankings, etc. =11 vol. Charged and Way Letters I
= 1 vol. Talisman & Favor Covers ~ 

I 2 vols. Directional Markings I 
~ ~ 

I I I B.N~~~t :n;:,:IGN I
! singles & blocks ~ 

~ the property of many owners ~ 

I I
~ Illustrated catalogs available ~ 
§ a i ' mon<h b<foco ., ], d'"· I
IJ. N. SISSONS LTD.I 
~ 59 Wellington St. W. I = ~ I Toronto I, Canada I 
§ PHONE: 416-364-6003 c 
~ CABLES: SISTAMP, TORONTO I 
= ~ 
(: lllllll II llllll ICllll I llllll II Cllllllll 11111 Clllllll llllllllll II Ill llll tl 11111111111 IC·~ 
SELLING VALUABLE 
COLLECTIO ' S 

A D RARE 
INGLE ITEMS 

AUCTIONS yield the hi ghest net results : 
the catalogues are sent to clients throughout 
th e world thus ensurin g keen competition 
at th e sale. Fifty catalo gues are produced 
by Robson Lowe each season . .. important 
team work gives a standard whi ch is unsur­
passed. Th e detail ed descriptions, accurate 
valuations and profuse illustrations (often 
in rolour) form a reliable basis on which 
the cli ent from overseas ca n bid with con­
fidence. 

SPECIALISED STAMP SALES and POS­
TAL HISTORY AUCTIONS are h eld in 
London whilst in BASLE properties with 
European empha sis are held each Fall and 
Swin g. 

WE ALSO SELL BY PRI­
VATE TREATY ... an ex-
1·.-llent channel for the di s­
persal of one's collection if 
it is rel'omm ended that it 
should be sold intact. 

Last season our turno vPr was · 3,000,000. IT 
IS IMPORTA T , however, to remember 
that th e same careful service is given to the 
man-in-the-street as th e millionaire. YOUR 
SATISFACTION is our business and we 
shall be happy to advi se yo u on the right 
market for the sal e of your stamps. 

Robson Lowe Ltd. 
50 Pall Mall, 

London, S.W. 1, 
England 

Cables: "TAM PS, T.ONDON, S.W.l" 

When replying to this advertisement please 
mention that yo1i saw it in ''The Collect­
or's Cliib Philatelist.'' 
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Buy Stamps 

Confidentially and 

With Confidence 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NYACK, N. Y. 10960 

Telephone: 914-EL 8-0964 
VATICAN CITY COVERS 
41-46 Juridical Cgr. on reg. 

Jetter ···-··· ······· ················· P. 0. R. 
47-54 Catholic Press .................. $95.00 
55-60 on reg. letter Arch. 

Cong . ...................... ·-··········· 60.00 
61-67 fl. to France Interreg. 

FDC ...................................... 14.00 
122-131, Ell-12 Basilicas FDC P.O. R. 
132-139 Holy Year FDC ............ 60.0·0 
140-42 - Palatine Guard FDC 45.00 
143-44 - Dogma of Ass. FDC 40.00 
145-48 - Pope Pius X (Gold) 

FDC ....................... ............... 90.00 
149-53 - Calchedon FDC ........ 90.00 
155 - Roman States Cen-

tenary FDC ............. ......... 20.00 
155A - Roman States Souv. 

sheets FDC ........................ 60.00 
158, 68, E13-14 Popes & Basil. 

FDC ...................................... 25.00 
239-42 Brussels Fair FDC ........ 15.00 
242A Brussels Fair Souvenir 

sheet FDC ......... ............... 22.60 
C9-15 2nd Airmail FDC ........ 35.00 

C16-17 Tobias FDC ...... ............ P. 0. R. 
C18-19 UPU FDC .................... P. 0. R. 
C20-21 reglst. w . cachet FDC P. 0. R. 
C22-23 Dome I FDC .................... 80.00 
C24-32 Angels FDC .................. 30.00 
C33-34 Dome II FDC 45.00 
C45-46 Auto. by designer FDC 45.00 

Prices subject to change 
without notice. 

Penny Black Stamp Co. £ 
P.O. Box 57, Dumont, N. J. 07628 

S. L. B AYER, Prop. Est . 1912 
M embe r Collecto rs Club - ASD A 
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FINE ST AMPS of the WORLD 
ON APPROVAL 

To se r ious collectors of fine stamps we 
a re a ble to offer an approval service 
second to none. Below we list some of 
the countries in which we are particu­
la rly strong a t the moment, but we In­
vite enquiries for ALL COUNTRIES 
within the following limits: Britain and 
Br itish Col oni a ls from 1840 up to Q. E. 
11 ; Oth er countr ies up to a pproximately 
1914. 
In a ddit ion we c a n offer a fine range of 
Ai rma il s t a mps. 
Afghanistan Hungary 
Austria Italy 
Austr. Italy Italian Sts. 
Arg€ntine Japan 
Belgium Luxembourg 
Brazil Mexico 
Bolivia Mongolia 
Chile Norway 
China Netherlands 
Denmark Peru 
Finland Poland 
France Portugal 
France used Portu g. Cols. 

abroad Roumanla 
French Cols. R u ssia 
Greece Spain 
Germany Sweden 
German Sts . T ibet 

Turkey 
U . S.A. 
U ruguay 
Venezuela 
Great Britain 
Great Britain 
used abroad 

Br. Guiana 
Can ada 
Ceylon 
Hellgoland 
Hong Kong 
India 
New Zealand 
P alestine 
South Africa 

F r om m a ny of the a bove countries we 
ca n offer covers , proofs and other spe ­
c ialized mater ia l. References are essen ­
t ia l f rom th ose unknown to us but we 
do pa y our own post a ge cha rges at all 
t im es. 

J. A. L. FRANKS LTD. 
180 FLEET S.TREET, LONDON, E.C.4 

ENGLAND 
jQ,,,.:(?".Q,,,.:(?".Q,,,.:(?".~Q,,,.:(?".~(?':Q:,,.c~ 

~ ~ 
J "A Must" for the ~ 
~ ~ Jj Specialist or General Collector ~ 

~ f 
Jj Write for our Illustrated ~ 
~ Public Auction Catalogs of f 
~ ~ 
~ Fine UNITED STATES ~ 

Jj and FOREIGN Material ~ 

~ ~ Jj It Will be Worth your while. ~ 

~ ~ 
J ~ 
~ V AHAN MOZIAN, INC. ~ 
Ji 545 Fifth Avenue ~ 
~ ew York, N. Y. 10017 f 
~ ~ 
~ "A Sta mp a m e since 1901" ~ 

Jj Coll ections bought for Cash. ~ 

~)'=\)~:.<==;)~)""\)~:.<==;)~:.<==;)~:.<==;)~:.<==;)~ 
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SANABRIA 66 
Now Available 

A necessity fo r airmail collec­

tors and fo r all specialists who 

include a irmails in t heir fie ld 

of collecting. 

$15.00 

RIDGEFIELD, CONN. 06877 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
COVERS 

POSTAL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

• 
new Gngland Stamp Co. 

45-X Bromfield Street 

Boston 8, Massachusetts 
Do Not Sell Your Collection 
as long as you enjoy collecting and 
as long as you have fun with your 
stamps. But when you get tired of a 
collection because it has r eached its 
goal, when you want to start in another 
philatelic fi eld, do not hesitate to dis· 
pose of the "finish ed" collection. In 
this way you will obtain additional 
funds for purchases in your new field. 
When you decide to sell, talk with a 
dealer whom you have trusted with 
your purchases. H e is the right man to 
sell for you the items he has once sold 
to you. We are always happy when we 
can give ndvice and h elp of this kind. 
Contact u s when the time is ripe and 
we will do our best to arrange a satis­
fa ctory sal e of your material, either 
by private sal e or by auction. 

M:ERCURY STAMP CO . 
I 0 East 40th Street 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Tel .: MUrray Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address: Mercstamp Newyork 
\-·-·-····-· .. ····-·-·-·-· ................................................. . 
O I 

i T
i T
t • 
• t 
t • 
• t 
t • 
• t 
I 0 

? We are in the market f 
t • 

! T
T ?I for classical f 

+ I I FRANCE, t
t ICELAND, t
t • 

! +t • 

? LUXEMBURG, f 
t • 

I II SPAIN I
t F R ED R IC H 1 
T '.• ! 55 WEST 42nd STREET , 
t • 
• t 

T NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 I 
T i 
! ' ! i .................................................................................... \ 
253 



THE COLLECTORS CL UB rt-I!LATELIST, VOL. 45, NO. 4 
SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 

of choice 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Covers 

Auction sales held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G.Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9, Mass. 
.•  i .  
T
!
+•
T.  
I 

I  
f  • 
i 

•
T
,  
T  .  
i 
i 
T!
i 
, 
T

·:.!:.. 

f  .  
i 
•
+
•  i 
I .  
f.  
T.  
I 

!.
FINE STAMPS 

You will find 
that we have on 

hand at all times 
a comprehensive 

stock of top 
quality United States, 

British America 
and Cape of Good 
Hope Triangles 
... enquiries invited 

phone 312·432-4139 
HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 

R,ftrenu: First National Bank of Chicago 
254 
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BHJTISH 

WEST INDIES 

Pre-adhesive Letters 

Early Covers 

Die Proofs 

Specimen Stamps 

Cancellations 

& material for the Specialist 

• 
Enquires to : 

C. NGU PARKER 

ARGYLL ST AMP CO. LTD. 
265 STRAND, LONDON , W .C. 2. 

ENGLAND 
. .............................. -............................................... ,.;  •i  .
 • 

 WE WILL PAY f 
 I  i 
 FULL CATALOG, f  .

I 

 EVEN MORE I
 +for ~·our SI'AIN. Naturally, not for • 

every sta1np, bul believe it or nol, i 
 there are quite a few, like: Defense f 

of l\Iadr id, CB6b, c, d, Bl06a, c and T
 U. S. Conslilution, 585c, d, etc. T .

Plea~e offer or mail your SPAIN - i 
or other countries. i 

 '  Y our stam ps h eld intact pending f 
acceptance - No appraisal ch arges - •

01 Heturn ed at our expense - immediate , 
 cash . • 

t' 
YES. \\"E ARE ALSO INTEREST-

E l> J ' OTHER COUNTRIES AND 
\nLL PAY TOP PRICES FOR COL­
LECTLONS. COVERS, OR BETTER  GHADB SETS. f .

i 
 i 
 S. SEREBRAKIAN ~ 

 •Incorporated i 
I  .

 P. 0. BOX 448, f  .
 MONROE, N. Y. 10950 f  .

I 

 . ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ..................... ... ................ , 
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~ THE NEW K.G. VI ~ 
~ COMMONWEALTH ~ 
~ CATALOGUE ~ 

I ~ 1it~~i~~;~~:;~:i:: I
~ * ~rt~ln NEW v ARIETIES ~ 
~ * ADDITIONAL FOOT OTES ~ I f:PcJ'ri'E'tii $~NFORMATION !
~ 1 O\V published by : ~ 

! BRIDGER & KAY LTD. i 
~ ~ 

-
~= (Es t a bli sh ed 1897) -~= 

86 Strand London, W.C. 2 
~ Cable s : BRIDKAY LONDON ~ 

;;;=== T e l : T emple Bar 2316 g== 
24-hour service 
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THE WORLD POST AL f 

STATIONERY CATALOGUE I
The. first ca talogue in the English f 

la nguage since 1906. f 

Section " A" , 60 pages, loose 
leaf, illustrated Postpai d 

I
$2.00 ' 

Section " B", 112 pages, as 
a bove 

Section " C " ( now at the 
printers), 140 pages, as 
a bove (i ncludes China w i th 
Communist issues listed ), 

$3.00 

Can a da, etc. $3.00 

This is a complete catalogue of 
P ost a l stationery, up to d ate, with 
current prices. 

The DR. W . I. MITCHELL COL· 
LECTION OF POSTAL STATION - i
ERV, scheduled for sa le in Jun e, h as 
been set ahead until September. If 
you are not on our mailing l ist , be 

'"'~;~:I:~ ·~·;::~. Inc. I
Philate lic Auctioneers & Brokers f 

23 North Santa Anita I
f Pasadena , California 91107 f 
!e I I I I I I I I I I I .............................. .-.......1....J 
lnternat lo na 

Pricelist of rare stamps 

v The finest stamps 

v The very accurate description 

v The nicest tempting prices 

+ The J uliard-no-time-limit 
guarantee 

Write: 

.ALEX S .JULI.ARD 
ERYN MAWR PENNSYLVA NIA 

( Esta blished by Louis Juliard In 1889) 
1916. l~ 
Years in Philately 

ew Price List (No. 26) 
54 Pages Just Out 

World Wide Offerings 
Rarities, Sets, Singles, 

Wholesale Lots, Collections, 
Airmails, Proofs, cancclla tions, 

Covers, etc. 

Catalogue Free on Request 

FRITZ BILLIG 
168-39 HIGHLAND AVE. 
JAMAICA, N. Y. 11432 
W e are liquidating our world 

wide s tock of medium and lower 
priced stamps by countries. If in­
teres ted in any particular field, 
kindly ge t in touch with us. 
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TH I!; COLLEC'l'ORS CLUB rH ILArl<:LlST, VOL. 45, N O. 4 
THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' .ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions 

the improvement of relations between Collectors 

and Dealers ... Our more than 1,200 Members 

are pledged to serve you well. 

We urge you to purchase you:r stamps from 

dealers displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the Members of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Deal­

ers' Association are engaged in a joint enterprise 

- the Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

116 Nassau Street A New York 38, N. Y. 
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Coming 

PHILATELIC EVENTS 

AUGUST 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 
United States - over 2000 lots with large sections of plate number 
blocks and early sheets. 

SEPTEMBER 3rd 
S. P. A. Convention Sale, Kansas City, Mo. 

United States 

SEPTEMBER 28th, 29th, 30th 
British Commonwealth and General Foreign 

Illustrated Catalogs on Request 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 
AUCTION GALLERIES, Inc. 

(Licensed and Bonded Auctioneer) 

10 EAST 52nd STREET 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 

(Tel. PL. 3-6422) 



THE 
STAMP 

OF 
APPROVAL 

Ha rmer buyers and sellers come from all parts of the world. If you ' re in Los 
Angeles we may have a buyer in London for your col lection. If you live in 
Ontario, should you sell through Harmers, your stamps may wind up in Oshkosh. 
A recently revised edition of our booklet, " Modern Methods of Philatelic 
Sell ing" will be sent to you , on request, no matter where you live! 

H. R. HARME·R, INC. 
Privat e T reaty Depart ment 

6 West 48th Street, New York, N. Y. 10036 
(212) PL 7-4460 




