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8cott 's U. 8. 
[j)n:ce £t·st 
For Bureau Issues or earlier U. S. stamps, the 
Scott U. S. Price List ofiers you the widest possible 
choice - used, unused, singles, blocks, cpvers, etc. 
Every U. S. collector should have the latest edition, 
now rttrrcnt. The list is fr ee. Send for it today. 

DISCOUNTS ... 

Scott's quotations on U. S. stamps are as low as 
market conditions permit. Discounts are from 
10% to 60% (a few even higher). You can't 
go wrong on Scott's prices. 

CONDITION ... 

Scott quotes on fine examples, only, so there are 
no premiums for you to figure and you are 
assured of stamps you wi 11 be proud to own. It 
pays to deal with America's oldest stamp firm. 

Scott Stamp & Coin Co., Inc. 
(America's Oldest Stamp Firm) 

1 West 47th Street New York 19, N. Y. 
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THE EDITORIAL comments in this issue have been turned over to Harrison D. S. Haverbeck, 
"-ho has some observations to make upon th at age-old phil atelic problem of condition. 

• 

Editorial B 001-d 

HENRY M. GOODKIND, Chairman 
WINTHROP S. BOGGS 
EDWIN MUELLER 
ELLIOTT PERRY 
STEPHEN G. RICH 
The Relative Importance of Condition 

In reviewing the events and history of our 
great hobby of stamp collecting, we see the 
development of two great movements which 
stand out above everything else; and which 
h ave been of the greatest benefit and advan­
tage. They a re the growth of specialism and 
the study of the minor variety, which have 
supplied us with much valuable, interesting 
information about our stamps; and, secondly, 
the es tim ation of fine condition. We all owe 
much to this latter movement and nothing 
h as exercised a more beneficial influence. We 
only need co mpare an ave rage collection m.tde 
in the ea rly eighties, under the influence of 
" P endr agon,"* with a simil a r collection be­
gun tod ay, to notice the importance of this 
question. 

A well mounted collection of fine copies is 
a thing of beauty and interest in itself. But 
as everything has two sides, so also has this 
desire of possessing only fine and immaculate 
stamps . Na tu rally the value of fine copies 
increases enormously, and th e consequence 
is that ffe see fewer complete collections 
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th an formerly , which I think, is to be re­
gretted. We may easily sum up this argu­
men by a reference drawn from some re­
marks of Mr. Castle in the October, 1908, 
iss ue of the London Philatelist . 

"The standard of the estimate of condition 
has taken enormous strides during the pres­
ent century. The number of really immacu­
la te copies of stamps cat alogued , say, from 
£15 upwards, is extraordinarily small, and 
there are always enough rich philatelists, in 
the four quarters of the globe, ready to 
snatch up these gems-at prices which laugh 
at catalogue quotations-provided only that 
the brilliancy of the specimen be undoubted. 

*Author's note: The reference to "Pendragori" 
may be obscure to the reader who is not also a phila­
telic historian. This was the 110m-de-plume of a 
British co ll ector of the 186o's who advocated the 
elimi nation of all extraneous paper from stamps and 
who recommended that stamps be "firmly pa sted to 
the album page." This fad resulted in cut-to-shape 
copie s 1 trimmed perforations, and stuck-down collec­
tions. 
NO. 3 161 



EDITORIA L 
The swin g of the pendulum in th e contra ry 
direction h as been equ ally ma rked. Speci­
mens th at a re r eally inferior, i. e., heavily 
postm a rked, w ith clipped margins, or dam­
aged, hang in the dealer 's books until th eir 
owners in despair ' put th em in th e auction 
and let th em go fo r what they w ill fetch.' " 
How much more true thi s st atement is today 
th an in Igo8! 

An d ye t these very st amps a re m1ssmg 
from most present day collections. Col­
lecto rs a re anxious to h ave th ese st amps but 
do not venture to buy th em because they are 
constantly wa rned in philatelic publications 
against buying any st amp w hich is not in fi rst 
class condition. The prices of fir st cl ass fin e 
copies of th e cl ass ics a re entirely out of reach 
of most collectors. 

I s this r ight and desir able? Are we not 
going too far in our rul e of excluding all but 
the fin est copies ? Are w e encouraging the 
g re ates t number of coll ectors, o r a re w e dis­
couraging them? 

Blank spaces in a collection h ave a dis­
he artening effect , and I believe th a t m any 
have given up collecting because they could 
not afford to pay th e prices for very fin e 
copies of th e r a rer stamps. And the num­
ber of r a rities inc reases from year to yea r! 
The number of blank spaces increases in the 
same proportion, discouraging an ever grow~ 
ing number of collectors. L et it not be said 
th at "st amp collecting is only for th e we althy, 
and men of moder ate means must st and 'Out,' ' 
for thi s is not so. 

Th e value of less th an fir st g r ade copies 
has dec reased considerably. A complete and 
interes ting collection can be formed w ithout 
t aking downright damaged st amps. If ca re­
fully mounted, and chosen w ith some care 
and d iscretion, ve ry nice looking and inter­
esting collections can be form ed at comp a ra­
tively small cost. 

I w ill make the firm rule th at each stamp 
mu st absolutely prove its id entity. If im­
perfo r ate, th e re should be sufficient m argins 
to asce rtain th at it is th e imperfora te variety; 
if perfo rated it should show enough pe rfora­
tion to enable th e gauge to be meas ured. A 
slight thinning, a carefully repaired tea r, a 
slight crease, a few pulled pe rfor ations, cut 
close on one corner , should not preve nt an en­
thusiast ic collecto r from adding th e stamp to 
his co ll ecti on if it be missing. A stamp of 
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such cali bre can always be r eplaced should the 
opportunity ar ise. And , in th e meantime, 
much can be learned fro m the stamp itself. 

But w hen I speak of a collector, I do not 
mean a speculato r o r an accumul ator of 
st amps as an inves tment. I mean a collector 
who coll ects st amps fo r th e love of th em and 
whose firs t and great conside ration is their 
study. No one need be ashamed to confess 
th at he can not afford to compete wi th th e 
wealthy for th e superb copies. In th e case 
of th e cheape r st amps, howeve r , th e coll ector 
should be doubly fas tidious and t ake only th e 
fi nes t cop ies, thu s showing th at he kn ows 
how to choose fi ne and superb st amps, and 
th at he appreciates th em. 

Now I should like to say a few w ords 
with rega rd to th e junio rs, whose welfa re 
we have a ll so much at h ea rt. Tobody w ill 
expect th em to have in th eir collections the 
ra re an d valu able st amps in fin e condition . 
Th at cannot be. W e constantly meet in 
phil atelic pape rs, especially intend ed for 
beginners and j unio rs, th e excellent ad­
vice: Study your st amps. Y et how can they 
study wh at they do not possess ? And it is 
just th e old er and rarer stamps that require 
and repay us by ca reful study. One cannot 
do this w ith blank spaces, but less th an top 
qu ality copi es are pe rfectly good for th at 
purpose ; in fac t a slightly dam aged stamp 
with a dated postm a rk can often teach us 
more th an a perfect copy w ith an ordinary 
obliteration or w ith only a tr ace of th e can­
cel. Where we can help the beginner and 
must help him , is in advice as to th e value of 
copies oth er th an superb. The great mistake 
th at many collectors make w ith rega rd to 
infe rior g rades of st amps is, not th at they 
bought th em a t all , bu t th at th ey paid too 
much fo r th em. 
L

Back Numbers "C C P" 

W e have avail able quite a stock of bad 
numbers of " C C P ," no t only of the more 
recent yea rs but going back quite a long 
way. 

Please noti fy th e Secret a ry, Col-
lecto rs Club, 22 East 35 th Street, New 
Y ork r6, N. Y., as to w hich numbers you 
desi r e and include remittance fo r same, 
based upon a charge of one doll ar per copy. 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXV!ll, NO. 3 



BOYD'S CITY EXPRESS POST 

By HENRY E. ABT 

Introduction 
T
HE stamps and covers of the private 
carrier se rvices which flourished in 
the principal cities of the nation 

prior to the Civil War, and some of which 
continu ed to ca rry mail almost to the end of 
the las t Century, a re an integral part of the 
philatelii: material of the United States. 

Since the se rvice of these "city despatches" 
<Jr "express posts" usually included carrying 
mail to Federal post offices, to be transmit­
tt:d by th e government to out-of-town desti­
nations, their stamps and markings are fre­
quently found on cove rs in combination with 
the Federal issues. No collection of covers 
bearing live cent '47's, three cent '51's, three 
cent 's7's, or three cent '61 's is essentially 
complete without examples of these combina­
tions, and specialists in other denominations 
of th e '47 to '6 1 iss ues can sometimes supple­
ment their showings with similar covers. 

At times in the period from 1840 to 1861 
these enterprises were the sole carrier se rv­
ices functioning in th e larger cities except for 
th e limited deliveries by the government of 
Incoming mail originating in other cities. 
Even in periods when th e gove rnment was 
end eavoring to es t ablish its own " P enny 
Posts," th e private firms were usually en­
joying most of th e public's patronage. There­
fore, an album of U nited States stamps and 
covers omi tting this material, particularly a 
collection focused on a specific ci ty o r a rea, 
is an inaccurate refl ec tion of the philatelic 
field it purports to portray. 
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In a larger sense, knowledge of the private 
mails is essential to an understanding of 
postal history. Virtually every important in­
novation in postal practice originated with 
private, not government, enterprises. To 
cite a few examples, mail collection boxes, 
time markings of scheduled deliveries, ad­
hesive postage stamps, stamped postal paper, 
registration of letters, "special delivery," and 
much more recently, air mail service, were 
all initia ted by private postal enterprises. 

The mail carrier service established by 
John Thomas Boyd, and first known as 
Boyd 's City Express Post, has been selected 
as th e subject of this series because its span 
of life exceeded that of any of the others and 
because philatelic material handled by Boyd 
is more plentiful and avail able to collectors 
th an th at of any other private post except, 
perh aps, the comparable service maintained 
by D . 0. Blood and Company in Philadel­
phi a. The philatelic supply is such th at any 
serious collector can obtain bona fide and 
interesting Boyd material at relatively low 
cost. 

In writing this series, th e author will , of 
necessi ty, refl ect his own perspective of 
philately. Stamps and cove rs , as he sees 
th em, are interesting in th emselves and often 
have merit as objects of a rt or th e g raphic 
processes; but much more significantly, they 
are mirrors of the eras in which th ey were 
used. A volume of letters is often the rich­
est source of biographical insight. Similarly, 
O. 3 



Bovo 's CITY EXPRESS P osT 
an album of the st amps and covers of a par­
ticul ar post office, public or pr iv ate, is the 
window through w hich a complete drama of 
hum an expe rience may be seen. In this ser­
ies, therefore, w ithin his limited talents, the 
au th or will seek not only to describe Boyd's 
stamps and cove rs, but also to portray the 
background against w hich th e philatelic sub­
st ance is observed . 

The writer will be exceed ingly fo rtun a te in 
having th e generously g iven advice and c riti­
cal com ments on each chapter of four of the 
outst anding authorities of our time in the 
areas of philately embrace d by these ar ticles. 
Among th ose who have promised th ei r assis t­
ance are Mr. E lliott P erry, dean of philatelic 
wr iters on th e subject of private enterpr ise 
in postal se rvice, and among th e foremost 
stud ents of Un ited States stamps gener all y; 
Mr. Geo rge B. Sloane, w ho has intimately 
studied and wri tten abou t the best-known 
collections of our time; Mr. Eugene Cos­
t ales, deal er and student-extraordina ry, 
w hose own refe rence collection is the sub­
ject of envy in all phil a tel ic circles; and Mr. 
H. W. K. Hale, of Montreal, author of an 
excellen t earlier article on Boyd's w hich 
appea red in this magaz ine in July, 1931 (Vol. 
THE C
X, No. 3, pp. 239-2.p), and who h as long 
been looked upon as the ou tstanding con­
temporary student of Boyd 's and other local 
posts. With their g ratefully received guid­
ance, it is hoped th a t this se ries will make a 
helpful contribution to all collectors, w hether 
or not they include private enterprise stamps, 
or even th e stamps of th e U nited States, 
among th eir treas ures. 

The writer also wishes to acknowledge th e 
continuous and helpful assis t ance of his past 
and present busi ness associa tes, Mr. Andrew 
I saacson , Mr. Frank Tred innick, Mr. 
Willi am D ahlman and Miss Mary Louise 
Fast in frequent uncompensated contributions 
of resea rch and other se rvice towa rd the com­
pletion of this materi al for th e Collecto1·s 
C lub Philat elist. Although only one of the 
individuals n amed is a stamp collector, their 
inte res t has heen noneth eless sincere and 
generous. Appreciation is also exp ressed to 
Mr. Edward Karpin ski of Columbia Uni­
versity, to th e Library of Columbia Univer­
sity, to the ' ew York Historical Society and 
to all th e oth er helpful persons in the fra­
te rnities of philately and histo riog raphy who 
have, characte ri stically, given a hand whenever 
asked. 
The Founding of a Great Enterprise 

Chapter I 
The privately owned Despatch Post es­
tabli shed by Alexander Greig in New Y ork 
City, February 1, 1842, was sold lock, stock 
and barrel to the Federal Government six 
months and sixteen days late r. Thus, th e 
ventures of private enterprise into city mai l 
ca rrier se rvice, begun by th e Penny P ost 
Association on New Year's Day of 1840, 
were, for th e moment, ended . ( 1 ) 

App arently neither th e P enny Post nor its 
successo r had been profit able enough to cause 
resistance to th e Federal postm as ter 's propo­
sal, late in th e spring of I 842, th at the govern­
ment purchase Greig's "fixtures, pouches, 
boxes, labels, stamps, etc .. __ for a sum not 
exceed ing $ 1200." (2) The average volume 
of 437 letters per day carried by th e City 
D espatch P ost had been far sho rt of th e " ten 
thousand messages daily" w hich the I ew 
York l ournal of Comm erce, two years earlier, 
had expected th e P enny Post Association to 
hand le.( 3 ) At bes t, th e Greig enterprise h ad 
OL
enjoyed a gross annu al reve nu e of about 
$+000, and a net af ter all direct expenses, 
but no sa la ry to th e manager, of about 
$1200. (4 ) 

Yet, pe r tinent facts continued , w ith increas­
ing force, to sugges t th e possibility that a 
much la rge r and more profitable ca rr ier busi­
ness could be developed. The postmaster 
of New York, J ohn Lorimer Graham, report­
ing his negoti at ions wi th Greig to th e United 
States Postm as ter General, C. A. Wickliffe , in 
July, 1842, indicated th at he expected, under 
Federal ausp ices, to increase th e business of 
the Despatch beyond Grieg's existent revenue 
by abou t 50 pe rcent. (5) 

Ac tu ally, the potenti a l " market" for th is 
se rvice was, in all likelih ood, far greate r th an 
Graham's es timate. The nation-and the 
city-we re r ecove ring r apidly from the de­
pression of 1837-+o, and th e inc reased volume 
of business, as well as renewed spread of the 
popu lation to th e western fronti ers , might he 
LECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXV IIT, NO. 3 



Bovo's CITY EXPRESS PosT 
JOHN THOMAS BOYD, 1797- l 859 

Reproduced from a daguerreotype lent to the writer for reproduction with this series of articles 
by the late Dr. William A. Boyd and Mrs. Frederic Ack~rman (nee Gertrude Boyd), grand­
children of John T . Boyd. 
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B ovn's C1TY EX PR ESS P osT 
expected to be refl ected in greater use of the 
mails. The development of "uptown" resi­
denti al areas was progressing fa rth er and 
fa rth er from th e main post office, and°the use 
of carrier se rvice to bring mail downtown to 
th e post office at City H all P ark, or to in­
creasingly distant local addressees, coul<l be 
expected to be increasingly popular. 

Roge r Butterwo rth , th e historian, says: 
"They were bursting w ith energy and self­
es teem, th ese A mericans of the fo rties . . "(6) 
Because th e population was not only being 
rapidly augmented by newcomers from abroad 
(g2,ooo in 1840; 110,000 in 1842 (7 ) ), but 
was also sp reading out across th e count ry and 
w ithin city bound aries, th e fl our ishing new in­
du str ies of Transportation and Communica­
t ion we re among the most popular outlet s tor 
priva te cap ital and initi ative. l.t was recog­
nized th a t th ese se rvices would be essenti al to 
integrate th e swelling, spreading t ide of 
humanity. 

By th e beginning of 1837 at least two hun­
dred r ail roads we re " being operated, built, 
pro jected, pl anned or ... talked about", ( 8 ) 

and though a high proportion of these projects 
had been w iped out in th e P anic of 1837, by 
th e early 184o's many w ere again well-ad­
vanced , and oth ers w ere attracting new capi­
tal and m anagement. 

A Charles town , Massachusetts, artist, 
Samuel F inley Morse, was seeking patents for 
a number of fea tures of th e electrom agnetic 
telegraph which he had demonstr ated befo re 
Presid ent Van Buren and his Cabinet early 
in 1838; and five yea rs later ( 1843) would be 
constructing th e first telegr aph line from 
Baltimore to W ashington. 

A Boston and Worcester R ailroad ticket 
agent, William F . Harnden, had resigned his 
position w ith the railroad to es tablish a regu­
larly scheduled " E xpress" service, carrying 
package and mail matter between New E ng­
l and ci ties and New York. The success of 
H arnden's Exp ress was swiftly fo llowed by 
th e establishment of several similar enter­
pr ises including Ad ams and Company, P ome­
roy and Comp any- w hich became Livingston, 
W ells and P omeroy- and oth ers, as well as 
" Independ ent Mails"-L ysander Spooner 's 
A merican L etter M ail Company, J ames W. 
H ale's Exp ress and oth ers, specializing in 
tr ansmi ssion of inter-city m ails in direct 
competition w ith th e governm ent. (9) 
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The idea th a t Opportuni ty w ith a capi tal 
" O " lay in t ransportation and communica­
tion was " in the air," and despite tradition 
based on constitutional provisions and prece­
dent th at postal service was a Federal Gov­
ernment monopoly, th e t ransmission of mail 
was no exception to the trend. 

A New York Ci ty merchandise auctioneer, 
J ohn T homas Boyd, was a keen and inter­
es ted observer of this t rend. H e had wit­
nessed th e establishm ent of the P enny P ost, 
its successor the City D espatch P ost and the 
transfer of the la tter to Federal auspices. 
H e observed the es t ablishment, early in 184-1- , 
of th e fi rst " Independen t Mails" competing 
wi th th e gove rnment at lower than Federal 
postal r ates, and realized th at th is new tide 
of letters be ing b rought in private hands in to 
New Y ork City created a new need and op­
portuni ty for a privately owned firm to de­
l iver mail in th e me t ropolis. It was incon­
ceivable to him and to oth ers that the Inde­
pendent Mails, har ried as th ey were by the 
postal authori t ies, would turn over thei r mail 
to th e U ni ted States C ity D espatch P ost to 
delive r. 

There we re other reasons w hy a private 
enterprise ca rrying New Y ork Ci ty mai l 
wo uld have an excellent chance to compete 
successfully w ith th e U nited States C ity D es­
patch P ost. Although th e latter w as ope r ated 
as a wholly separate unit of th e Federal 
postal organization, it was requ ired to pay 
one cent to th e general postal authori t ies on 
eve ry letter it ca rried; and to make its ex­
penses- ·i.e., to pay its ca rrie rs and oth er costs 
- it had to charge th ree cents each fo r its 
st amps ($2.50 in quantities of one h undred) . 
A priva te enterpr ise, fr ee of affili a tion w ith 
th e gove rnment, could save this penny per 
letter and thus coul d sell its st amps at two 
cents each, a saving to th e public of 25 to 
33 l/3 percent, depending on th e qu anti ty of 
st amps bo ught at one time. 

There was every indication in early 184+ 
th at, th ough Federal postal authorities might 
object to the competition of priva tely owned 
and operated serv ice, they could not success­
fu lly d r ive the latte r ou t of business. That 
yea r, or perhaps ea rl ier, J ames W. H ale of 
New Yo rk in associa tion w ith W . B. K imball 
of Boston had es tablished an ind ependent mail 
service f rom Bos ton and oth er New E ngland 
points to New Yo rk C ity and Phil adelph ia. 
In J anu a ry, 1844, H ale and Kimball issued 
OLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXVl!I, NO. 3 
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ad hesive stamps fo r prepayment of post age . 
between points on th eir routes on letter s up 
to one-half ounce sold a t 6,Y-4 cents singly or 
2 0 for one doll ar. This r ate was one-third 
of th e U nited States post age on a single let­
te r shee t (about one-qua rter ounce) between 
New York and Boston. 

P osta l auth orities took inst ant except ion, 
and H ale was contin ually harassed by arres ts, 
suits and oth er fo rms of distu rbance. H e 
late r said , " ... no t ramp was ever a rres ted 
a qua rter as m any times as I was." (10) 

A govern ment suit against th e H ale con­
ce rn was brought into the Fede ral District 
Court and was tried before Judge Sprague. 
In a decision h anded down Ap r il 8, 1844, 
the court held th at th ere had been no viola­
tion of ex istent laws . Th e government ap­
pealed to th e C ircuit Court, but on Tuesday, 
J une 18, 18H , Judge Story, pres iding on 
th a t bench, affirm ed th e lowe r court 's deci­
sion. ( 11 ) The previous Sat u rday, June 15, 
th e sa me Justice had dismissed a simil a r gov­
e rnment case against th e American L etter 
Mail Comp any. ( 12 ) 

It is pertinent to note th at th ese decisions 
we re announced in th e New Y ork C ity 
press( 13) about th e same time as the first 
announce ments appea red of J ohn T . Boyd 's 
decision to es tablish the third successive 
privately ovvned and ope rated ca rrie r se rvice 
in New Y ork C ity. 

Th at th e two facts we re associated to­
ge ther , at leas t in th e public's min d, is evi­
denced in an editori al by H orace G reeley, 
appea ring in hi s New Y ork Tr ibu ne June 
26, 1844. ( 14 ) It said: 

"The people are dete rmin ed to have 
C heap P ostage-by aid of th e D epartment, 
if possible; if not by admoni shing the D e­
partment th at its fancied monopoly is a 
bubble. The r ecent decision of Judge 
Sprague, and its confirmation by Justice 
Sto ry, have dispelled th e delusion ; and now 
th e P os t Office must carry letter s a t a r ea­
sonable ra te or it wi ll have none to carry. 
In our Ci ty, Boyd's City Express P ost ; 
having it s office at 46 Willi am St ., w ill de­
l ive r letters in any pa rt of the C ity twice 
a day a t two cents each ; th e Wickliffe 
price being th ree. The P eople's P ost­
mas ters, howeve r , are content w ith moder­
ate salaries, and don't have to spend three­
fo urth s of th eir time in \ Vashington to 
keep th ei r offices." 
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Privately owned local carrier se rvice 
seemed to be even more secure from gove rn­
ment interfe rence th an ind epend ent inter­
city mail service. The atmosph ere surround­
ing th e gove rnment 's purch ase of th e New 
Y ork C ity D espatch P ost appeared eom­
pletely acquiescent to th e r ight of pr ivate 
ente rprise to operate in th a t fie ld. The Phila­
delph ia D espa tch P ost, predecesso r of D . 0. 
Blood & Co., es t ablished in D ecember, 
1842, ( l5) was fl our ishing w ith out gove rn­
ment interference, and its unh ampered 
progress, in all likelihood, was also familiar 
to John Boyd. 

The legality of post al se rvice w ithin city 
limits, in fact , had specific comment in D is­
trict Jud ge Sprague's decision on the H ale 
case. Conced ing th a t Section 19 of the 
P ostal Act of March 3, l 825 , h ad prohibited 
" th e ca rrying of lette rs out of th e mail . . . 
on any post road, o r road pa rallel the reto," 
and Section 3 of th e Act of 1827 h ad pro­
hibited " the es tablishing a private horse or 
foo t post on any pos t road," the j udge threw 
out th e gove rnment 's case on th e ground 
th at "since th e passing of th e post office laws 
new modes of conveyance have been es t ab­
li shed and a condition of things a risen not 
th en kn own o r contempl ated." H e furth er 
specifically eliminated consid e ration of th e al­
leged viola tion of law w ithin Bos ton, by add­
ing th at " th e distance between C ourt Street 
( H ale's headqu arters) and th e depot of the 
Providence R ail road . . . does not appear 
to be a pos t r oad ... "(lG) 

J ohn Thomas Boyd h ad compell ing per­
sonal reasons fo r consid er ing th e aband on­
ment of his long ca ree r as an auctionee r and 
pionee ring a new and w holly different ven­
ture. 

At forty-s ix year s of age he was in th e 
unenvi abl e position of the one-time promis­
ing young man whose ca reer had not quite 
"come off. " A family in w hich the h abits 
of initi a t ive and success had been long main­
t ained must have been a singul arly galling 
environment fo r Boyd 's ma rginal ex istence. 

A t radition brought to America by J ohn 's 
g rand fa th er, af ter whom he was named , (and 
one since confirm ed by competent genealogical 
studi es) derived the cl an Boyd fr om L airds 
Boyd of Kilm a rnock in Scotl and , and long 
be for e that from King K enneth III of Scot­
land. John Boyd, th e fir st settler in America, 
was a membe r of th e branch of th e fa mily 
O. 3 



B O YD 'S CI TY E X P R ES S P OST 
th at had migrated to Anterim County, Ire­
land , in the 17th Century, and he h ad settl ed 
in Alb any with his w ife, Ann L ogan, in th e 
spring of 1 762. John T. could-and prob­
ably did- lea rn th ese tr aditions from his 
gr an moth er , w ho survived her husband by 
six teen yea rs, and died in Albany in 1815 at 
th e age of 76 yea rs.(17) 

The orig in al J ohn Boyd had prospered in 
America, fir st as a ca rpenter and la ter as th e 
propr ie tor of a saw mill in nearby J ohn s­
town, New Yo rk. H e was an officer in th e 
Army of th e R evolution and an elder of the 
Presbyteri an C hurch. H e sired and edu­
cated eight children, th e six th being D r. 
Thomas Boyd, born in Albany Ap ril 19, 
1772, th e fa th e r of John Thomas. 

Dr. Boyd h ad gradu ated from Alb any 
M edical Coll ege and on O ctober 22, 1793, 
married Sa rah, daughte r of th e R ev. C h aun­
cey G r aham, a C onnecticut Presbyteri an 
minister. H e first pr acticed medicin e in 
Alb any, where his eld es t son, J ohn Thomas, 
was born July 4, 1797. When J ohn was 
about six yea rs old , hi s fath er and moth er 
lived for a brief period in T arrytown , an d 
in about I 806 th e family settled in New 
York C ity. 

In 181 6 th e Boyds resid ed at 40 Cedar 
Street, in 1817 and 1818 at 54 Ceda r Street, 
from 1819 to 1829 inclusive at !05 Liberty 
Street. In 1830 th e D octor 's residence was 
listed at 117 Liberty, from 1832 to 1841 at 
15 W arren Stree t , and in 1842 he followed 
th e sweep of population uptown and purch­
ased a home ac ross from G ramercy P ark at 
29 1 F ourth Avenue ( renumbered 303 F ourth 
Avenue in 1848)-where he and his w ife 
r es id ed for th e r emainde r of th eir days. (18) 
H e was one of th e 185 physicians w ho es t ab­
lished th e New York Academy of Med icine, 
J anu ary 6, 1847. In r ecognition of his long 
se rvice to hum anity, he was g ranted an hon­
orary degree by th e r ew Y ork College of 
M edicin e in 1854. His good wife Sar ah 
di ed at her hom e Au gust 16, 1855, and he 
survived her by only seven month s, pass ing 
to his r ewa rd March 18, 1856. 

D r. and M rs. Boyd r aised five child ren, 
of w hom three w ere daughters . The eldest 
was Elizabeth , born in 1795, w ho m arr ied 
J ohn H . M cCall. J ohn Thomas was th e 
second chil d. The latter's younge r brother, 
Dr. Willi am Hugh Boyd, born in 1801, also 
became a prominent physician. 
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From the face of a cove r in the co ll ec ti on of 
the write r. 

Ini t ially th e vocation to which Joh n T . 
Boyd devoted th e firs t quarter-century of his, 
busin ess li fe had offered promise compar able 
to th e ca reers chosen by his fa th er and 
bro th er. In th e per iod be tween the W ar of 
1812 and th e middle '4o's auction selling was 
relatively fa r more important an aspect of 
th e bus in ess scene th an it came to be in later 
yea rs. 

In th at er a th e Amer ican market was still 
heavily dependent on imports from abroad 
fo r most of its manufactured goods. Our 
infant industri es supplied only a small frac­
t ion of th e requ irements of th e growing and 
spreading population. 

In th e ea rlies t days of th e R ep ubl ic im­
po rts generally pass' d th rough expo rters, im­
porters, jobbers or w holesale rs to ret ailers, 
much as they do today. H owever, fo llowing 
th e alm ost complete inte rruption of t rade 
w hich occurred during th e W a r of 181 2, in 
an effo rt to save time and cos t in supplying 
th e hungry A merican market , B r itish manu ­
fac t u re rs, pa rticul a rly, began side tr acking 
th e fo rm al ex port and import merchants. 
They fo und it more exped ient to send cargoes 
of woolen and cotton L cloth , ha rdwa re, cut­
lery and oth er a rticl es to New York, accom­
panied by fac to ry agents w ho at once disposed 
of th em quickly and efficiently through auc­
tionee rs. Th is practice fl ourished to the ex­
tent th at , in th e decade f rom 1821 to 1830, 

r ew Yo rk C ity auction sales constituted 44 
pe rcent of th e po rt 's tot al impor ts. ( 19) 

This was th e booming fi eld to w hich J ohn 
T. Boyd had brought his t alents and energies 
in th e early 182o's. Longst ree t 's "New York 
R egiste r and Di rectory" of 1822 lists him as 
an auctionee r employed at 154 Broadway, his 
r esidence being at 71 Liberty St reet, near his 
fa th er 's home. In I 824, w hen th e D irectory 
was nex t issued, he resid ed w ith his parents, 
and appea rs to h ave gone into the business 
for himself at 137 B roadway. The nex t year, 
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and thereafter until 1831, Boyd 's firm had 
the trade style, " John T. Boyd and Com­
pany." In r 832 he was listed under his own 
name, only, as an auctioneer at roo Broad­
way. 

Directories for the following eight years 
(1833 to 1840 inclusive) did not list his 
nam e at all. This may mean he was outside 
of New York-but just as likely was one of 
the Directory errors characteristic of those 
days. ( 20) He reappears as an " auctioneer" 
at hi s old (1824-1831) address, 137 Broad­
way, m the Directories of 1841, 1842 and 
1843. 

Like all boom movements, the auction 
bonanza soon developed its limitations and 
unique problems. In 1817, two years after 
the boom was well under way, the State of 
New York enacted a new Law, tightening 
its importation and auction legislation, estab­
lishing a scale of duties ranging from 2 per­
cent on wines and spirits to r 0 percent on 
most other items. All auctioneers were in­
dividually appointed and licensed by the Gov­
ernor and the Council of Appointments. (21 ) 

The industry was soon deeply involved in 
politics, both in New York State and over­
seas. An auction firm had not only to be 
personna grata in Aibany (much of the time 
Democratic party affiliation was imperative) 
with suitable emoluments paid to proper 
channels, but also well-represented in foreign 
capitals, particularly London. 

In such a situation political artfulness and 
adequate capital resources were requisites to 
success. John Boyd, from all we know a 
courageous and competent businessman and 
a good auctioneer, was apparently unequal to 
th·is kind of a challenge. He stayed stub­
bornly with his chosen calling and held on to 
his license (prima facie evidence that he was 
a good Democrat) , but the volume more and 
more came to be concentrated in two firms, 
one headed by John and Philip Hone, and 
the other by John Haggerty and David Aus­
tin. Four others, Abraham Thompson & Co., 
Shotwell, Fox . and Company, David Adee & 
Co., and Woolsey, Ward and Beach did 
moderately well. 

Boyd 's struggle and relative rating may be 
envisioned from the fact that for the year 
ending September 30, 1831 , his duties totalled 
only $21.91.( 22 ) Thus, his taxable volume 
that year could not have been much more 
than $1500. In contrast, the Hones, that 
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year, paid duties totalling $46,086.42. The 
next year, ending September 30, I 832, Boyd 
did a bit better, paying $61.80-but Hag­
gerty and Austin that year he aded the list 
with duties paid amounting to $46,896.99.(23 ) 

He probably did somewhat better in the 
'2o's. We do not have the data, but from 
1827 on , the total volume of auctioned goods 
declined and the residue was steadily more 
concentrated in a few houses. Merchants, 
seeking less fluctuation of prices allied with 
the importers, and exporters, seeking to re­
gain their part in the movement of goods, 
made the auction situation a political issue. 
In the next decade auction sales reflected only 
21 percent of the imports. The appointment 
monopoly was ended in 1838. 

Events which must have had decisive ef­
fects on Boyd 's ultim ate resolution to aban­
don his career as an auctioneer and launch 
Boyd 's City Express Post were his marriage 
August 16, 1838, to Hannah Agnes Shea­
thirteen years his junior-and the birth of 
his first two children , John Thomas, Jr., 
March 22, 1840, and William Augustus, No­
vember 25, 1841. Perh aps his income as an 
auctioneer was sufficient to meet the modest 
demands of his unusually long bachelorhood. 
We know that he devoted a considerable 
amount of his time to the New York State 
militia, having been appointed a First Lieu­
tenant in the qth Regiment of Artillery in 
1822. ( 24 ) 

Now there were new incentives, new re­
sponsibilities. And thus, on Saturday, June 
15, 1844, there appeared in the New Yark 
Tribun P ( 25 ) the following announcement: 

" OFFICE BOYD'S CITY EXPRESS 
POST" No. 45 William St. under Leather 
Manufacturers' Bank-The subscriber will 
commence the delivery of Letters through 
the City (boundary Twenty-Sixth Street) 
and to the Post Office in time for the 
Mails, on Monday morning at 9 o'clock. 
Letters left at the Stations at 7 and r 
o'clock will be delivered at 9 and 3 o'clock. 
Letters will be received at the office until 
Five minutes before such delivery. No 
money must be enclosed unless Regis tered 
at the office where a Registry is kept-. 
Stamps 24 cents per dozen or $1.75 per 
hundred. Letters to the Press, Free." 

"Postage 2 Cents. (rt*). 
. 3 169 



B ovo's C I T Y EXP R ESS P osT 
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OFFIC£ "m >Yll'd LlTV EXPNEHS PO~T." No. 4·, 

\t\"ill1nm ,t. w1d o r l.t~1 1tl1 t'r !\lnnufo eturerlt' Bnnk .-Tlu· 
· 1tli ,c rther will f'o111 !11c1we ti ll' t!1 · lan~ry of Lt:ttcrc; tl 1rouuh th1 
( "1t r ' tio11111lury 'I we11I}' :0:1xth - t rt-"et ) 11ncl to the Po ... r. Ofli ·e 11 
t rui .. 1: •rt ht> \11111~ 0 11 ~lo11d 1 1r 11111m111~ ttf t~ o'clock I .t-rl <·~­
ldt :1 1 rite ~t11r111n"' ht i nrul l u' dc·1·k wlll lu• dd1vt-rt>d : r t~ 11 11d 
:i o 'i·l•wk. I .f•f l t • r .; ,-.·di IM> rer t: in'«I flt the c1tlkc :mt.ii F" e i 1111 1 

11 1e!' Ii• 1i1re s-11 1'.h cll'l .vcr}' . [\;o :\ln11ey nw~t h(' f'll c loi.ed !II L PI 

t,.r, 111tlt>'I, Hcg1~ter&I nt the nffice, where u l<c~1"1 ry i~ ~ept - · 
~ta111p1i ~4 f'f·nti. vcr dozen or tl 75 pe .- hundrM. Lettera l •· 
th P Pre!l !I. Frttt>. · 

P11,t112e ~ c ·i:,,tt1. f h • J JnH N T . BOYD. A ~e nt. 

Th e newspa pe r adve rt isemen t an nounc ing the es t ab li shmen t of Boyd's Cit y Express 
Post . From the New Yo rk Tr ibune, June 15, 194 4. 
• 
JOH N T . BOYD, AGENT" 

So it was th at at nine o'clock in th e morn­
ing, Monday, June 17, 1844, began a com­
mercial venture w hich is st ill ex istent 105 
yea rs late r, alth ough now engaged in r en­
de ring oth er services . Fo r th e be tter pa rt of 
half a century this enterprise was to fac ili­
ta te much of New Y ork C ity's pe rsonal and 
commercial communication. ( 2G) 

C lose to mid dle age, essent ially defeated 
in his earlie r caree r, John T . Boyd was not 
only to se t a model fo r th e seve ral hundred 
oth er '!nterprises w hich ca rried local mail in 
major centers du r ing the second and thi rd 
qu arters of th e last Century, but perh aps 
more th an any other individual was, by ef­
fec tive competit ion, to spu r th e cu mbersome 
and leth argic Feder al P ost al D epa rtment to 
es t ablish th e present comparat ively efficient 
intra-city se rvice. 

(T o be cont inued . ) 

R EFE R ENCE S- CH A P TE R 

l) E ll iott Perry and A rthu r Ha ll , One H undred 
Years Ago, Handbook of the American P h ilatel ic 
Society reco unting t he h istory of t he C ity Despatch 
Post and the United States City D espatch Post, pub­
lished in 1942; the su pplement to that handbook by 
E ll iott Perry w hich appea red in the Collectors Club 
Philat elist (January, 1949), XXVI II, No . l, 3-33; 
also, Henry E. Abt, "The Beginn ing of the Story," 
narrat ing the history of the ew York Penny Post, 
Collectors Club Philatelist (April, 1949). 

2) From letter add ressed to Postmaster John Lori­
mer G raham by S. R . H obbie, F irst Assistan t Post­
master Genera l, August I, 1842 1 reprinted in O ne 
H 11 11dred Y ea rs .dgo, p. 19. 

3) From editoria l concerning the anticipated estab­
lishment of the New York Penny Post which appeared 
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in t he Ne'iv Yori\ Journal of Comm erce, December 20 1 

1839, see Abt, Op. Cit., p. 4. 

.;) In a letter from New York Postmaster John 
Lorimer Graham to Postmaster General C. A . Wick­
l iffe, November 2-J. , 1842, On e H undred Y ea rs Ago, 
p. 30. 

5 ) In an earlier letter from 1r. Graham to Post­
ma ster Genera l Wickliffe, July 21 , 18 .;2: "We shall 
start with an income of $z400 per annum, one-half 
of which wi l I ar ise from business a lready secured by 
Mr. Grieg." On e H undred Years Ago, p. 18 . The 
predict ion was apparen t ly correct, since t he November 
repo rt showed an a lmost immed iate increase from a 
d ai l y average of -t 37 lette rs to an average of 6 1 o 
lette rs. 

6 ) R oger Butte rworth, Th e American Past ( Simon 
and Sch uster, New York , 1947), p. 125. 

7 ) From Trea sury Department, " Bu reau of Statis­
tics, Tab les Showin!Z' Arriva ls of A l ien Passengers 
and i m m igrants in t he U . S.," 1889 1 shown as Ap­
pendix XXVIl in R . G. Albion, Th e Rise of New 
York P o1·t, ( Scribners, 19.;9 ) p. 4 18 . 

8) S. H . Holbrook, Tli e Story of Am erican Rail­
roads (Crown Pub l ishers, New York, l 9-t7 ), p. 43. 

9) See A l vin Har lowe, Old Waybills, Tli e Roma11 ce 
of the Express Companies, (D. Appleton-Century Com· 
pany, New Yo rk , 1937 ); George B . Sloane, "Will iam 
F. Harnden 1 T he O r ig ina l Ex pressman ," Collectors 
C lub Ph ilat elist, October 193 1 Vol. X No. 4, subse­
quent l y pub li shed by Mr. Sloane as a pamphlet for 
private distribut ion: and other references regarding the 
early express compa nies and I ndependent 1\Iai ls of 
18 +.; . 

IO ) Lette r written by James W. Ha le, dated No­
vember 26 , 1887, addressed to the editor of Y ou th 's 
L edger, appearing in the issue of the latter periodical 
dated December, 1887; and reprinted in Tli e P/,ila­
tel ic Ga zell e (November, 19 18) VII, ' o. 11, 360-
362. See a l so Bowen, U nited States Post Office Guide, 
185 1, p. 27. 

11 ) U . S. •:s . Hatch, unreport ed ; New York 
Trib1111 e (June 18, 19.;.; ), p. 2, col. 4 ; docket No. 
1 l -J. 1 C ircuit Court for 1\1assachusetts-1\1ay term, 
18.; i , before the Hon. J oseph Story, presiding. 

12 ) U. S. n. Kimba ll , Case No . 15,s31 , 26 Feb. 
Cas., p. 782. 
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13) New York Trib1111e, (June 18, 1844) p. 4, 
col. 2; {June 19, 1844) p. 2, col. 5; June 20, 1844) 
p. 4, col. 2. 

14) Op. cit., (June 26, 1844) p. 2, col. 2. 
15) The facts concerning the early Philadelphia 

Despatch Post and D. 0. Blood & Company were 
brought to the attention of philatelists in the prize­
winning historical exhibit of l\1r. Frank Hollowbush 
of A ll enhurst, N. J., and Philadelphia, in The Cen­
tenary Internationa l Philatelic Exhibition held in New 
York , May 17-25, 1947. Philately looks forward 
to the complete history of the Philadelphia local posts, 
promised for publication by Mr. Hollowbush at an 
ea rly date. His broad and intensive studies have un­
covered much data of vital interest concerning ea rl y 
posta l service in the City of Brotherly Love. 

16 ) Data concerning the Boyd family was derived 
from William P. Boyd, Hi story of th e Boyd Family 
(Rochester, New York, 1914 ) and from family rec­
ords and testimony provided by the late Dr. William 
A. Boyd, grandson of John Thomas, who resided at 
).+6 Willis Avenue in New York until his death in 
1948. 

17) U. S. vs. Kimball, Case No. 1s,531, 26 Fed. 
Cas., p. 784. 

18) New York City Directories,. 1816-1856. 
19 ) The rise and decline of auction selling in the 

early part of the la st century is well told in Albion, 
The Rise of New York Port, I8I5-I860 (Cha rles 
Scribner's Sons, 1939 ) pp. 274-28 0. 

20) We know from State records, for instance, that 
Boyd \Vas duly I icensed as an auctioneer doing business 
in New York City in 1833. 

2 r ) Walter Barrett, Old !VJ ercha11ts of N ew York 
Cit)', published by (G. W. Carleton, New York, 
1864 ) III, 240-241. See also, Albion , The Rise of 
1Ve":.,{,; York Port, loc. cit. 

22) Williams Annual New York Register, 1831 . 
23) Op. cit., 1832. 
24) ,11.ilitary Mi1111tes of the Council of Appoint-

111ei1t of the Stat e of New York, publi shed in 1901 
by Hugh Hasti ngs, State Historian , II! , 2353. 

25) Ne<w York Tribune (June 15 , 1844 ) . 
26) The Statement in the U nit ed Stat es Stamp 

Catalog11e, Speciali zed, which long appeared with the 
listing of Boyd's City Express Post, to the effect that 
the enterprise was established in 1830 is probably 
derived from the " Foundin g Date" appearing on the 
letterhead and literature of t he present-day "Boyd's 
Dispatch." As this chapter has shown, i830 was 
neither the founding date of the auction business nor 
of the Express post. Catalogues of the last century 
gave the year of estab li shment as 1844. J. Walter 
Scott in his account of the Post (American Journal of 
Philately, Second Series, I, No. Io, 344, October, 
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18 8 8) gave February 5. 1844, as the date of the 
ea rliest Boyd stamp-bearing cover he had seen. Ob­
vious ly, this could not have been possible, and we 
must presume that he was taken in by a fraudulent 
cover such as, then and now, have frequently plagued 
philately. 

DR. CARROLL CHASE 
At th e Pre-Centenary celebration of 

France's first postage stamp, held by the 
France & Colonies Stamp Society, in October 
1948 at the Hotel Lafayette, New York 
City, one of philately's foremost au thorities, 
Dr. Carroll Chase, was the guest of honor. 
At the banquet, our Club's President, Richard 
S. Bohn, paid the following appropriate 
tribute to Dr. Chase by presenting him with 
this scroll:-

R esolution passed by th e Board of Govern­
ors at the meeting held September 22, 

1948:-

Whaeas, The Collectors Club for· ovei­
fif ty years has been dedicated to the devel­
opment and advancement of the cultural 
and historic side of philately; and 

Whereas, Dr. Carroll Chase has been a 
distinguished member of this organization 
for over twenty-five years; 

Now, Therefore, by act of the Board of 
Governors of Th e Collectors Club, this 
scroll of honor is given t o Dr. Carroll 
Chase in appreciation of his outstanding 
contributions to the field of philatelic re­
search and lit era ture, and in token of his 
enrollm ent on the records of Th e Collectors 
Club as a " Distinguish ed Philatelist." 

In Witness Whereof, The Collectors Club 
has caused the hand of its President and its 
Corporate Seal to be placed this sixth day 
of October, in the year nineteen hundred 
and fo1·ty-eight. 
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The Universal Postal Union 
75 Years of Successful International Cooperation, 

unheralded and unknown to most of the world. 

By H ENRY 1\1. GoooKIND 
T o paraphrase a well-known journal­
ist w ho once st ated :-" It is the sen­
sational, the outlandish, and the con­

troversial that makes our news. The smooth­
ly functioning, the law-abiding seldom come 
before the public's notice." 

How aptly this can be applied to the suc­
cessfu l historical record of the international 
family of nations banded together for postal 
communications, called The Universal Postal 
Union, which this year marks its 75th anni­
versary. 

If there is one thing th at th e public seems 
to take for granted , it is our postal service. 
It little realizes the post office not only tr ans­
mits our correspondence but also acts as a 
bank and freight agent upon an internation al 
scale. The public's conception of this is al­
most completely lacking. Then again, as 
stamp collectors, it is surprising to find how 
few of us have any know led ge of th e history 
of th e U niversal Postal Union, its direct in­
flu ence upon th e hobby of philately and th e 
multitude of services it perform s. 

As proof of both of the above statements, 
may we cite two illu strations. The Union 
held a convention in May 19+7 in P aris, 
France when postal delegates from practi­
cally every land in thi s world met and re­
solved certain problems of the present post al 
sys tems. One can search through the entire 
daily U. S. Press at this time and find little , 
if any, mention of this international gathering. 

As to th e stamp collector 's knowledge of 
th e Postal Union, we sought in our club 
library any books or periodicals upon th e 
international body and found only ONE in 
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English. It is odd to note, in contrast, that 
a student can find much \nitten upon the 
beginning of postal matte rs in Great Britain, 
U. S. A., France, and other cou ntries; but 
as to th e formation of th e international postal 
sys tem , this field of philatelic history is quite 
lacking except for a few studies in German. 

It is our purpose to offer a short, concise 
hi story of th e organization of The U niversal 
Postal Union, touch ligh tly upon its 75 years 
history of achievement, and mainly to bring 
into th e spo t-light the following facts which 
seem so timely in relation to current events. 
Thus, we h ave purposely omitted parts of 
th e historical background, which the se rious 
philatelic student will reg ret. These omis­
sions should be recorded in future articles. 
These timely facts are:-

1. That in view of the tr agedy of The 
League of Nations and the present difficul­
ti es of th e U nited Nations, the world has 
befo re it one outstanding example of 7 5 years 
of successful global cooperation and operation. 

2. That our country, th e U. S. A., played 
a mos t important role in the establishment 
of The Internation al Postal U nion through 
the effo rts of Montgomery Blair, President 
Lincoln's P os tm as ter General in 1862-63.* 

* 1\1ontgomery Blair's father , Fran cis Preston Blair, 
purchased the house at 165 1 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Washington, D. C. in 1836; and presented it to his 
son in 1853. President Lincoln's Postmaster General 
resided in this house until his death , and in turn, 
willed it to hi s son. Thi s hou se remained in the 
Bl a ir fami ly' s possession for over one hundred years. 
It is the now famous BLAIR HOUSE, temporary 
residence of President Harry S. Truman and his 
family . 
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Montgomery Blair, Postmaster General of United States in President 
Abraham Lincoln's Administrat ion March 186 1 -October 1864, who called 
the 18 63 Postal Conference in Paris , France, which led to the formation of 
the Universal Postal Union . 
3. That 7 5 yea rs ago, th e co untry w hich 
was unw illing to launch an intern ational body 
for postal matte rs and which tempor arily 
retarded its fo rm at ion was Ru ssia. 

It was w ritten in 1907 . (*6) 

" Such a U nion has appeared to us one 
of the mo st imposing and ad mirable prod­
uc ts of modern civi lization and of the pro­
gressive spir it of the age . Wh at has until 
recently been vain ly hoped fo r w ith respect 
·THE COLLECTO RS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVI II, NO.
to questions of peace and war, to interna­

tion al co urts of a rbitr ati on, to social poli­

cies has long since been realized in postal 

matters, namely, th e r emoval of national 
barriers, the combination of alm ost all the 
countries of th e world into one common 
body. Quite apart from the consideration 
of th e immense materi al, moral and intel­
lectu al advantages, The Universal Postal 
U nion is not to be underes tim ated ." 
 3 
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"The lead ing motive for th e atta inment 
of this adm irable object was the desire to 
remove the confu sing and obstructive mul­
tiplicity of the separate conventions in gen­
eral, and of rates of postage and transit , 
and of th e partition of th e postal ch arges 
m particular." 

It was written m 191 3(*1 ) 

"The P ost al U nion, having by its birth 
effec ted a revolution in the constitution of 
th e society of nations, has had a fo rty year 
hi story of placid obscurity, unworthy of the 
notice of patriots and rarely recognized as 
a herald of th e millennium." 

It, was written in 1927 by N ich olas Murray 
Butler (*5 ) 

"The U niversal Postal Union , working 
with th e greatest economy of time and ef­
fort, comprises ne a rly all of th e countries 
of the world , its territory extending over 
more th an one-hundred and twenty-six 
million kilometers with a population of 
I ,792,000,000 inhabitants-." 

It was written in 1947( *8 ) 

"The fundamental principle of the Union 
and its continued success is contained in a 
striking a rticle which lays down that for 
th e purposes of post al communication the 
whole of the signatory countries form one 
single territory." 

Shades of W endell Willkie and his "One 
World"!! 

Now let us go back almost one-hundred 
yea rs and see how cooperation and coo rdin a­
tion was forged from confusion , chaos, and 
complexity as concerns the internation al 
m ai ls. 

In an effort for simplici ty and ease of com­
prehension and perhaps at th e expense of 
exact postal hi story, let us follow the tri als 
and tribul at ions of one J oseph Hunga ry w ho 
left his native ci ty of Bud apes t in 1850 and 

>Settled in the thriving city of Pittsburgh , 
P ennsylvani a in the year 1852. J oseph was 
th en a young man , 23 years old , who came 
a lon e to the sho res of U. S. A. He lef t be­
hind in Europe his parents and a brood of 
yo unger brothers and sisters. H e secu r ed 
employment as a furn ace stoker in a steel 
fou ndry. in Pittsbu rgh for w hich he received 
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when working th e sal a ry of fourteen dollars 
a week. Joseph had had some good element­
ary schooling in Hungary and so he wished 
to appr ise his fa mily in Europe as to his 
welfare since he embarked upon his voy age 
to th e New World. Joseph w as none too 
ve rbose so th at his letter was quite laconic 
and simply cove r ed th e high spots of his ad­
ventures, welfare and th e state of his health. 
Now Joseph wrote his letter upon a single 
sheet front and back addressed it to his par­
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Bela Hunga ry in Bud a­
pest , and went to his local post office in Pitts­
burgh to send it on its way. Joseph also 
wished to evidence his financial independence 
and so he wanted to prepay his letter all the 
way. What amount of stamps did he have 
to buy? W ell, that depended upon 

1) th e single lette r rate from Pittsburgh 
to New York 

2) the ste amship route his letter would 
t ake and w hich na tion 's ship would transport 
it (Seapost R ate) 

3) the port of arriv al in Europe 

4) the route his letter would follow in 
Europe to its destin ation (Transit Rate ). 
As there were different steamship routes and 
different ports of a rrival in Europe, the costs 
co uld va ry as much as 50 % to 200 % . 

But this was only a part of the problem. 
D elivery to Budapest was not assured, as 
perhaps France's post office saw no reason 
to relay this letter as it received no compen­
sation. A popula r , practical custom to avoid 
this was to employ a forwarding agent in the 
country of a rrival , who, for a fee, undertook 
th e delivery of the mail to th e addressee. 
P erh aps th e Swiss postal a uthorities desired 
to collect from the Austrian post office , who 
in turn demanded payment upon delivery from 
Mr. and Mrs. Bela Hunga ry in Bud apes t. 
This is postal complexi ty expressed in its 
simples t terms. 

By 1843, there had been some postal trea­
ties between individual nations for the trans­
mittal of correspondence and printed matter. 
The ea rli est known postal treaty had been 
m ade in 1670 between E ngland and 
France(*9) The first P os t al Convention 
ac tu ally involving more th an two signatories, 
w as made on December 2-1-, 1801 between 
France and th e German States, w hich were 
th en divided into five postal zones. A com­
pil ation , in chronological order, of the postal 
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treaties on file in th e New York Public Li­
brary up to the time of the fo rmation of the 
U nion, is as follows: 

I 843-F ra nee-Austria 
1843-France-Great Brit a in 
1844-France-Thurn & Taxis 
1846-Baden-France 
185 I-Belgium-Switzerland-Sardinia-France 
185 1-Sardinia-Sp ain 
1852-Sardini a-Tuscany 
I 854-Aust r ia-S ardinia 
I 855-P arma-Sa rdinia 
I 859-Modena-Sardinia 
1861-Belgium-F ranee-Sardini a-Switzerland 
1862-Greece-Sardinia-Sw itzerl and 
1863-Belgium-Portugal-Sardinia 
I 864-Greece-Italy 
1864-Brazil-Italy 
1864-ltaly-U. S. A. 
I 867-Italy-N etherlands 
I 867-Austria-I t aly 
I 868-R aden-B ava ri a-I taly,Russia-

W u rtembu rg 
I 869-France-lt aly 
1870-Belgium-Italy 
I 870-Great Britain-Italy 
1871-Italy-Portugal 
I 873-I t aly-Russia 

Thus only a very few nation al boundaries 
had been breached but international com­
munication by posts was far from organized. 

The first step to direct international postal 
reform was undertaken by th e United States 
of America in I 862 ( *6 ). The re ason for this 
is historically interes ting. Because of the 
waves of European immig ration since about 
1840, our country felt this problem of inter­
nation al postage more th an any other na­
tion (*7). Mail to and from Europe and the 
U . S. A. had grown to considerable propor­
tions by th e yea r 1860 and th e burdens placed 
upon the U . S. P ost Office Department were 
insoluble. A conference to explore the possi­
bilities of an international agree ment was sug­
gested by Montgomery Bl air, P ostm aster 
General m Preside nt Abraham Lincoln's 
cabinet in 1862. A report was written first 
by th e 1st Assistant P ostm aster General, 
John Adam K asson, who was one of th e or­
ganizers of th e Republican party in Iowa and 
who came to Washington fo r President Lin­
col n's first in augural ( *7). 

The opening part of the inaugural add ress 
of th e U. S. de legate to th e 1874 Congress, 
'THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XX\'Ill , N
M. Blackfin , Director of Foreign M ails, 
paid tribute to the pioneer work of the Postal 
Officials in President Lincoln's ad ministra­
tion, which we quote:-

" Y ou know, Mr. President and Fellow 
Delegates, th at the United States of Ameri­
ca was the first na tion which called atten­
tion of other co untries to th e importance 
of simplicity and uniformity in inte rn ational 
postal matters which resulted in the Con­
ference of Pari s in May I863 ." 

Summarizing the chief points m Kasson's 
report, th ey were to quote: 

"Each state tried to promote its own 
profit at the expense of the other. The 
aim was not to improve the mail se rvice 
but to make the foreigner pay the bill. 
The total U . S. postage rate of mail with 
a foreign destination usually consisted of 
these four charges 

1) the domestic U. S. rate 
2) sea postage charges for marine trans­

port 
3) tr ansit r ate by each country through 

which the mail was carried 
4) domestic rate paid in the country where 

the mail was delivered. " 

Kasson then formulated a circular letter 
which was transmitted under the n ame of 
Postmaster General Montgomery Blair 
through the Department of Sta te on August 
4, 1862 to all countries with which our gov­
ernment maintained diplomatic intercourse 
(*7). At this time, eight postal treaties be­
tween th e U. S. and as many foreign gov­
ernments we re in force.(5) 

The gist of thi s letter r ead (*5) 

" M any embarrassments to foreign cor­
respond ents exist , which can be remedied 
only by international conce rt of action. 
The difference in postal principles, as well 
as postal . details of a rrangements, exists. 
A great diversity of r ates between the same 
points, in some inst ances as many as six, 
causes mistakes and delay. 

"Without entering into details , it is evi­
den t that the intern at ional adj ustment of a 
common bas is fo r direct cor respond ence, 
and fo r immed iate land and ocean transit, 
and for an intern a tion al registry sys tem, 
and for th e exchange of printed m ai l mat­
ter is clearly of th e first importance to the 
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commercial and soci al intercourse between 
thi s and oth er nations." 

The letter h ad its desired effect and a con­
fere nce was hel d in P ar is on M ay 1 r, I 863. 
Fifteen delegates of th e nati ons, to w hom the 
U . S. P ostmaster General's letter had been 
addressed , attended. The U. S. delegate was 
the 1st Assis t ant P ostmaster General, J ohn 
A. K asso n (*7 ) . Deliberations of this confer­
ence had been agreed upon in advance to be 
co nfined to questions submitted by th e 
U. S. A. , Grea t Britain and F rance. It was 
also agreed upon that it was not the intention 
of th e co nfere nce to enter into any ag reements 
of an obli gato ry char ac ter. Thus in accordance 
with th_ese stipul ation s, this P aris confe rence 
conclud ed on June 8, 1863 with th e adop tion 
of thirty-one a rticles of principles to be con­
sid e red and to become effect ive in a futur e 
Congress ( *5 ). 

H owever, fir st , our own C ivil W ar and 
th en th e Franco-Prussian War prevented th e 
plan ned Congress (*G). 

In th e meantime, another great postal r e­
form er, Dr. Von Stephan ( 11 ) of the 1 orth 
German P ostal Confedera tion ca rried on th e 
work to form a workable inte rn ational postal 
unit upon th e invitation of hi s government, 
supported by Belgium and the Ne therlands. 
The Swiss government issued an invita tion 
to all nations to a Congress to be held in 
Berne, Switzerland on September 1, 1873( *5 ). 

Howeve r, Russi a expressed an unwilling­
ness to attend owing to the fact th at she had 
recently concluded seve ral postal treaties 
with some of her neighboring countries and 
-believed th at the effect of the success or fail­
ure of post al conventions h ad not h ad the time 
to be sufficiently observed. Russia w ould not 
change this attitude and th e proposed meet­
ing had to be postponed. Finally, th e Rus­
s ian Empire re lented in her opposition and 
on September I 5, I 874 twenty-one* nations 
ga thered in Berne to lay the foundations of 
an Internation al Postal Union(*0 ) . 

In a littl e over a month , the postal dele­
ga tes convened, discussed, conferred, drew 
up a se t of agreements and thus es t abli shed 
The U niversal P ost al U nion as we know it 
tod ay. One co uld draw a parallel similar 

*The U. S. delegate was delayed in arriving and 
.did not join the I st Congress until the 3rd session on 
September 2 1, 187_;. 
THE CO
HE I NRICH VON STEPHAN 
(1 8 31- 1897) 

to the fo rm ation of our own U nited States 
whose Constitution, with the exception of 
none-too-many later amendments, is th e law 
of this land . So is it wi th the P ostal Union. 
The original a rticles of confederation , with a 
r elatively few number of additions, has laid 
t he cornerstone for a successful international 
world organization (*9) . 

The first Congress h ad to bring uniformity 
as regards to language, weight, currency , 
keeping of accounts, arbitration, payments, 
and other matters. 

As mentioned before, th e unde rlyin g prin­
ciple adopted w as that all membei·s of Th e 
Uni~1ersal Po stal Un ion be considered as one 
single territory . All member nations bound 
it self t o th e transit of mails entrusted to it 
by every oth er member of th e union by th e 
best and fast est m eans of communica tion 
w hich it employs for its own mail(*4 ). 

Thus th e nation, in which a letter origi­
nated and which was paid the or igin al postage 
retained thi s money and all nations handl ing 
this in tr ansit agreed to its delivery to desti­
na tion without compe nsation. Th rough a 
Central Bureau establi shed in Berne, Swi tz­
e rland, accounts between nations we re kept 
and settl ed monthly by the International 
Bureau of th e U nion.(*2). 
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The building in Berne, Switzer land , where the 1874 Congress met and founded the Universal 
Postal Union, as shown on Switzerland's 1924 Commemorative issue . 
H oweve r, as we comm ented upon before­
hand , the post offices do not only ca rry our 
letters. They also ship freight ( parcel post) ; 
transmit money (money orders); allow 
printed matter , books, period icals, newspape rs 
and ci rculars to travel at special low rates. 
So th e uninterrupted inte rnational function­
ing must cover all these se rvices. 

It w;is provided th at P ostal Conventions 
should be called every five or six years to 
discuss new · developments. All matters to 
be consid ered must be submitted in writing 
in advance. Thus since its first organiza­
tion in 1875,* th e U. P. U. Congresses have 
es t ablished inte rn ation al agree ments for par­
cel post, money orders, and printed matter. 
Thus we can rightly state that the Postal 
U nion exe rcises control over international 
freight , comm erce, banking, and educa­
tion ( *Ci,G ). 

T t was a lso necessa ry to es tabli sh a satis­
fac to ry unit of voting, which was an a rduou s 

*One of the Articles of the 1 87~ Congress stipu­
lated that the Postal Treaty, as signed on October 
9, 1 87 ~ , come in to force on Jul y 1, 187;. Conse­
quent ly, some designate the year 1875, not 1874 , as 
the U. P. U.'s beginning. 
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task. At the time, the European Empires 
with their multitudinous colonies compli­
cated this question. It was decided that often 
a country and most of her colonies be 
I umped as one voting unit ( *8 ). 

All disputes and disag reements were to be 
decided by arbitration and its 7 5 year history 
is a remarkable success story in this regard. 
Not only have few disputes required a rbitra­
t ion but all those th at did were satisfactorily 
se ttled ( *n). 

Th e first membership in I874 was limited 
to th t 22 original nations that ga thered at 
Bern e. These were, with a few exceptions 
such as U. S. A., mostly the European nations. 

Those participating in the I st Congress 
were:-

Austri a- Hungary 
Belgium 
D r nmark 
Egypt 
France 
Germany 
Great Britain 
Greece 
Italy 
Luxemburg 
O. 3 177 



.. 

THE UNIVERSAL P OSTAL UNION 
K etherlands 
Norway 
Portugal 
Rumania 
Russia 
Serbia 
')pain 
Sweden 
Switzerbnd 
Turkey 
U.S . A. 

In r 885 , the membership had grown to 86. 
By 1900, there were 1 r3 members. China, 
in 1914, was th e last of th e large cou ntries 
to join The U niversal Postal Union and at 
present practically eve ry cou ntry and its co­
loni al territories is associa ted with the 
U. P . U. Only two or three small domains 
in th e East a re not as yet members (*8). 

In brief, we shall touch upon the primary 
function of th e Postal U nion's headquarters, 
which can be called simple but effective. 
The Inte rn ational Bureau in Berne, Switze r­
land. (*2 ) 

a) publishes a monthly journal for mem­
bers 

b) assembles and distributes information 
of common interest 

c) distributes to members statistical data 

d) acts as clearing hou se for the se ttle­
ment of accounts 

e) lists wh at might be correctly called 
"An Internat ional Postal Guide" 

f) Maintains a Postal M use um to w hich 
members send speci mens of st amps issued 
and postal records for th e U ni on's Archives. 

The las t-mentioned function is most im­
portant to st amp collectors. Controversy is 
always an smg among philatelists as to 
whether a ce rtain stamp or group of st amps 
are coll ect able . The originating directives 
(Official Decrees) are high-lighted by some 
philatelists as the all important guide. But 
an equally good , if not better t rst, is th e con­
fir mat ion of th e rece ipt of specimen copies by 
th e U nion. W e grant th at this letter of ten 
can ass ist to "cover" th e disdainful features 
of a questionable st amp, but philatelists 
should always check which st ;imps a re reg­
istered w ith the Union's headq uarters. The 
"U. P. U. Journal" publishes this data regu­
larly ( *2 ) . 
THE C
The Universal Postal Union has held its 
conventions as stipu lated at regular five or 
six year intervals. A different world capital 
is generally selected as the convention city. 
World Wars I and II interrupted their regu­
la rity. Here is the li st ing of the dates and 
locations in wh ich the twelve Congresses 
were held. 

I. 1874 Berne, Switzerland 
2. 1878 Paris, France 
3. 1885 Lisbon , Portugal 

+· 1891 Vienna, Austria 
5. 1897 Washi ngton, D. C. 
6. 1906 Rome , Italy 
7. 1920 Madrid , Spai n 
8. 192+ Stockholm, Sweden 
9. 1929 London , England 

I O. 1934 Cairo, Egyp t 
I J. 1939 Buenos Aires, Argentine 
12. 1947 Paris, France 

In this connection, th e country in which 
th e Congress conve nes usually issues a special 
commemo rative st amp or series of st amps to 
mark the occasion. Some highly prized 20th 
century st amps resulted from this as illus­
tra ted by the example of 1929 fr black 
U. P. U. commemor ative st amp of Great 
Britain (Scott 209) . 

It is st ated th at th ere a re four basic prin­
ciples und erlying th e structure of th e Union, 
and they are(* 1) 

I The establishm ent of un iformi ty of rates 
and un its of weights 

II The classification of post al co rrespond­
ence into 

a) letters 
b) postcards 
c) printed matter 

II I The adop tion of definite meth ods of 
payments. This is to be made by the country 
which dispa tches th e mail by th e tr anspor t a­
tion of another cou ntry for th e use of those 
se rvices. with the exception th at no payment 
is made to th e country of destination; th e 
Row of correspond ence each direc tion being 
assu med to he about equal. 

IV U niversal adoption of a system of in­
ternational registra tion and compensation. 
International registr ation differs from do­
mestic registr ation being a fixed amount al­
lowed only in th e event of total loss and not 
fo r damage or loss of th e contents only. 
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Monument of the Universal Postal Union , dedicated in Berne, Switzerland on October 4, 1909. 
The regulations of the Postal Union at­
tempt to set uniform rates and colors for 
stamps although individual currencies differ. 
The following is that section of its Postal 
Rul es relating to this :-(4) 

ARTICLE 106 

POSTAGE STAMPS AND POSTAL 
IMPRESSIONS 

1. The post age stamp representing the 
bas ic rates of the Union or their equiva­
lents in the money of each country are 
:nade up in th e following colors: 

The st amp representing the postage on a 
single-rate letter in blue ; 

S~<: mp representing the rate for a post­
ca rd in red ; 

The stamp representing postage on a 
single-rate print in green. 

Impressions produced by stamping ma­
chines shall be bright red , whatever the 
value they represe nt. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO
2 . Postage stamps shall bear, in Latin 
characters, as far as possible, the indica­
tion of the country of origin , and mention 
their postage value in accordance with the 
Table of Equivalents adopted. The num­
ber of monetary units or fractions thereof 
serving to exp ress th at value is indicated 
in Arabic figures. 

(Omitted Regul ations about "Taxe Pur­
cue-Postage Collect.") 

3. Commemorative or charity stamps for 
which an additional charge is to be paid 
in addition to the post age value shall be 
madt> up in such a way as to avoid any 
doubt as to that value. 

The U. S. Post Office for years adhered to 
these regulations. However, with the recent 
flood of commemorative issues and to break 
the tedium of all 3 cent commemoratives be­
ing purple, the U. S. Post Office decided th at 
variety was the spice of United States com­
memoratives. Perh aps the sponsors and the 
collectors were pleased by each new 3 cents 
commemorative having a different hue, but 
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it has proven costly to th e P ost Office D e­
pa rtment 's revenue. M any a post al clerk 
seeing a blue 3-cents commemora tive on a 
letter sent it on its way in th e belief th at it 
w as suffic ient franking fo r th e 5 cents for­
eign r ate. :M any a per son confused a 3 
cents green commemorative w ith a I cent 
st amp. 

A more compl ete compil ation of th e growth 
and hi sto ry of th e U niversal P ost al U nion 
should be offered to st amp collector s in th e 
not-too-d ist ant futur e. A complete but con­
cise res um e of all th e Congresses over th e 
75 yea rs should prove of g reat interes t and 
education to the phil atelist . I ts r eports, pub­
lished since r 874, ar e replete w ith vit al st a­
ti stical info r m ation for th e phil atelic student. 
A s an example, one studying th e st amps of a 
ce rtain country o r colony fo r th e yea rs 1880 -
85, shoul d delay the publication of the r esul ts 
of hi s resea rch until he has investigated th e 
U nion 's published r eports for th ose yea r s. 

However, befor e concluding we w ish to 
again stress wh at we wish be th e main 
th eme of this articl e. In its 75 yea rs of 
ex istence, when th e w orld was to rn 
asund er by two great w ars with all the re­
sultant consequences of changed bound ari es, 
worthl ess form er currencies, changes in th e 
powe r of empires and nation s, revolutions in 
politics and economics , and most outst anding 
w hen an international family of nations still 
seems to be something not ye t achieved, th e 
hi sto ry of th e U niversal Postal U nion offe rs 
us a shining example. I ts story should be 
much more publicized. L et no cynic impune 
th at success ful inte rnational organization is 
easy w hen it conce rns one simple matter as 
th e t ransporta tion of mail. P ost al com­
munication me ans commerce, industry and 
banking w ith all its complex branches. T o 
keep th e mai l moving with all th e national 
interes ts in the w orld as one unit fo r 7 5 
yea rs is a g reat achievement. The st amp col­
lecto r can gain pleasu re and pride th a t th e 
items he collects made this record possible. 
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HENRY M. COODKIND, chair man of 
The E dito ri al Boa rd of th e CCP, has been 
collectin g stamps eve r since he was a young 
boy. M anh att an I sland w as his birthplace, 
h as been his resid ence since th en and he is 
one of th ose rarities-a fo urth gener ation 
New Yorker. Hi s bus in ess inte res ts a re the 
ownership and management of property, be­
ing an officer and directo r of several real­
es tate and pet ro leum comp anies. H e stems 
from a Co rnell U nive rsity fa mily, having 
g radu ated A .B. 1925 . H e fo llowed his 
fa th e r 's fo otsteps not only in education but 
also as to an interest in coll ecting st amps. H e 
still continu es w ith his general collection, 
st a rted as a boy. 

O f recent yea rs, he has devoted most of his 
philatelic interes ts to a irmail st amps . H e h as 
been Edito r of Th e A ero Ph ilatelis ts News , 
th e bi-weekly publication of "Aero Ph ilat­
eli sts," since its incep ti on in 1 9_~6. H e is a 
member of th e Expert Co m mittee of " Th e 
Philatelic F ounda tion" and was on th e lnt e1·­
na tion al fur y of th e r947 C ipex. H e has 
w ritten a rticles on airmail st amps fo r many 
philatelic magaz ines. In ad dition, he is a 
member of nation al and inte rn a tional phil a­
telic societies, such as The Royal Ph ilatel ic 
Soc iety of L ondon. 
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UNITED STA TES 
Comment on the lOc stamps of 

1870-1882, with profile 

of Jefferson 

By ELLIOTT PERRY 

(All rights reserved) 

Preliminary Notes 
T
HE problems which some of the IOc 
stamps of 1870-1882 present to phil­
atelists were recognized before the 

yea r 1900, but they were so difficult to solve 
that more than a third of a century elapsed 
before a solution was obtained which recon­
ci led with the facts. Little on the subject has 
been found in the philatelic press . The facts 
w hich were known , or seem to have been 
believed generally for perhaps twenty years 
after the chapter was written on th e "Issue 
-of 1879" in Luff's book, are found in one long 
paragraph on page 144 of that work on Unit­
ed States postage st amps: 

"As has been previously stated , th e Conti­
nental Bank Note Co. began, about the end 
of 1878 or the beginning of 1879, to use a 
-soft porous paper for their stamps. The 
American Bank Note Co. continued the use 
of paper of this quality, as it was found to 
give the best results , especially when ste am 
presses were employed . The new company 
used many of the plates of its predecessor, 
also the plates of the Nation al Bank Note 
Co. for the thirty and ninety cent and prob­
ably for some of th e ten cent stamps. It is 
ce rtain that ten cent stamps without th e 
secret mark, and which are undoubtedly th e 
work of the American Bank Note Co. exist. 
It is cl aimed by some writers th at these are 
from th e Continental Bank Note Co.'s plates 
from which the secret mark has worn away. 
Tn support of this statemen t pairs and blocks 
are reported, on which the mark shows with 
varying degrees of indistinctness and is some-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, N
times almost invisible. It is sca rcely possible 
that this claim is co rrect , as the secret mark 
is deeply cut and ought to be about the las t 
thing to wear away. And there are ce rtain 
other points about the st amps which are pe­
culi ar to the plates of the National Bank 
Note Co. and which lead me to believe they 
are from those pl ates. The question can 
only be settled by finding the stamps with 
marginal imprint or plate number or by an 
examination of th e records of the contractors. 
It is to be regretted th at th e re ;s no prospect 
that the privilege of making such an exami na­
tion will be granted." (End of quotation 
from Luff's book.) 

This quotation from Luffs work contains 
statements and inferences which should be 
borne in mind. Luff was certain that "ten 
cent stamps w ithout the secret mark , and 
which are undoubtedly the work of the 
American Bank Note Co. exis t ," because of 
" certain other points abou t the stamps which 
a re peculiar to the plates of the National 
Bank Note Co.," but nowhere did Luff re­
veal what were the "certain other points 
about the stamps which are peculiar to the 
plates of the National Bank Note Co." 
Even today those "certain other points" can 
only be guessed a t , because some IOc stamps 
on soft paper and without secret mark oc­
cur with, and others occur without, charac­
teristics which are peculiar to plates of the 
Na ti on al Bank Note Co. 

One characteristic which is known to be 
common to many National Bank Note Co. 
O. 3 181 
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plates-and may be expected on all of them­
is also common to m any sof t paper 1oc stamps 
which have no secret mark. Howeve r, none 
of the latter stamps have been found with 
another characteristic which occurs on so 
many National plates; that it is evidently 
system atic and therefore is believed to be 
common to all of them. These characteris­
tics, and others which are peculi a r to many 
1oc stamps from Continental pl ates, make it 
possible to determine which plate-or g roup 
of plates-many of the JOc st amps were pr int­
ed from. They will be discussed later. 

Other facts; Luff's statement that " the 
question can only be se ttled by finding the 
stamps with marginal imprint or plate num­
ber or by an examination of the records of 
the contractors," shows definitely that Luff 
had not seen stamps with margin al imprint 
or plate number, nor did he know what th e 
records of the contractors might reveal. 

No evidence appears that Luff had seen 
any of the stamps "on which the mark shows 
with varying degrees of indistinctness and is 
sometimes almost invisible," and altho hi s 
denial merely stated ( quite correctly) th a t 
" the secret mark is deeply cut and ought to 
be about the las t thing to wear away," no­
where did Luff affirm, deny, or attempt to 
explain the ex istence of st amps "on which the 
mark shows with varying degrees of indis­
tinctness and is sometimes almost invisible." 
As pairs and some la rger multiples w ith ab­
normal (or subnorm al) secret muks are well 
known tod ay, and single copies a re ia r from 
rare, it is evident th a t Luff 's statl!ments were 
not the result of an examin ation of a l arge 
quantity of the 1oc stamps \\ hich were printed 
on soft paper. 

A very keen student, Willi am L. Steven­
son, worked out an ingenious theory to ac­
count for the variation in th e appearance of 
the sec ret mark on th e 1oc Jefferson stamps. 
That solution presented an idea which was 
unhe ard of twenty-five yea rs ago, viz ; a 
shift in th e relief design on a Continental 1oc 
tr ansfer roll.* It seems most probable that 
if such a shifted design were rocked into a 
pl ate , th e st amps from th at plate would 
ag ree in detail w ith many JOc st amps w hich 
have " hairline" or almost invisible secret 
marks. Unhappily for th e Stevenson soluti on, 
there a re too many other 1oc stamps with 
which it does not r econcil e. Ne ither Steven-

* Jn Collector's J ournal, June 1915 . 
THE
-

, 

son nor Luff realized th e quantity of " run­
of-mine ., material which would be needed to 
solve th e problems unless the student was so 
favo red by chance as to happen upon the so rt 
of mate rial which Luff mentioned . 

In 1918 th e present writer bought a l::irge 
pa rt of th e Stevenson collecti on, includi ng 
much study material, but the records and th e 
writer 's recollection indicate th at none ot i1_ 
pa rticul a rly conce rn ed th e 1oc J efferson va­
rieties or plates. That part of th e Stevl'n­
son collection may have been sold elsewhtre 
and may or may not be in existence. 

The "d isappea ring secre t marks" had in ­
trigued th e writer at various tim es but no 
se rious attempt to find out more abo ut them 
was made until af te r th e United States sec­
tion ( more th an one hundred volumes) of 
the Ackerman coll ection , and some other 
parts of th at immense collection , came into 
hi s hand s in 1927. The Ackerman coll ection 
conta ined a number of blocks ~f th e 1oc Jef­
fer son, of the iss ues of 1870, 1873, l 879 and 
1882. The 1879 issue was represented by 

,,,. .. 

Fi gure l 

Uced block of fou r on ha rd paper from Conti­
. nental p 'a te 23 o r 25. Al tho the pl ate had be­
come so worn that many I ines of the back­
ground have disappeared, no change in the 
stren gth of the secre t mark is apparent. 
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Figure 2 

Unused block from an American plate (377 or 378). The back­
ground lines are complete, but none of the stamps show trace of a 
secret mark , or a double transfer or any indication of re-entry. 
several blocks which included a block with­
out secret mark , and a larger block which 
showed secret marks in various stages of 
completeness or distinctiveness. The writer 
was familiar wi th these blocks from close 
association with the Ackerm an collection for 
about ten years. 

The earliest memor andum which has been 
found in the Peach Orchard records is in 
John C. Sherron's handwriting and was m ade 
in the Portage Hotel in Akron , Ohio in 
December 1928. Mr. Sherron and the writer 
were visi ted by that fine stud ent and famous 
"shift-hunter,'' the l ate Clayton W. Bedford , 
who at th at time gave them dat a on two 
strips and a block of four roe 1879 which 
had been in th e 0 . S. Hart collection. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIJJ, 
Some yea rs prior to 1928 an accumulation 
of 1 oc stamps was purchased by the author 
from an old-time de aler. They are believed 
to have been taken by him from an extensive 
cor respondence of registe red mail as it ar­
rived during the late r r87os and earlier 
188os. A large proportion of the stamps 
were from Continental plates. With this ac­
cumulation as a nucleus, other lots were pur­

·chased or examined during th e period 1928-
1931 until a total was ! e;tched which prob­
ably exceeded 20,000 copies exclusive of sev­
eral thousand 1oc of the re-en graved type. 

Any stamp which appeared to show a de­
viation from the norm al type was la id aside 
for further study, also copies which were 
from outside rows, or were suspected to be 
NO. 3 183 
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such , including those wi th str aight edges at 
left or right. The purpose was to obtain at 
le as t two stamps from each of the plate posi­
tions which by the law of ave rages were most 
likely to be id entified with the least difficulty. 

As most collectors of stamps of th e " B ank 
Note" issues know, each sheet as printed 
consisted of ten horizontal rows of twenty 
stamps each, (o r twenty vertical rows of ten 
stamps each). No perforations were m ade 
between the 1 oth and l 1th vertical rows. By 
cutting along the imperforate gutter between 
those two rows each printed sheet was divid ed 
into two panes ("post office sheets" ) of IOO 
st amps each, a rranged 10 x IO. Therefo re 
the stamp at the right end of each row in 
the left pane had a straight edge at right and , 
simil a rly , the stamp at the left end of each 
row in the right pane had a str aight edge at 
left. 

Including these " natur al straight edge" 
copies, th e re are in each pane four co rner 
positions and eight copies in each outside 
row between the corners, or a total of 36 
margin al positions. Th at is , slightly more 
than one-third of the . stamps in any pane are 
from outside rows. Although all this is ele­
mentary, it is also highly important. An " in­
side" stamp may be from any one of 64 in­
side positions in th e central 8x8 squ are of a 
pane, but a stamp which is from an outside 
row mu st be from one of the ten positions 
in th at row. The co rner positions, and mark­
ings which 'occu r occasionally on or with th e 
outsid e rows, increase the ratio of chance of 
determining th e co rrect pl ate position of a 
marginal stamp as compared to an interior 
position from 64 to IO to abo ut So to IO. 
F urth erm ore, on each pane or sheet th e im­
print, pl ate number , and the dividing ar­
rows which indicate th e pane gutter, a re all 
ad jacent to th e top or bottom marginal rows. 

Although it was not invariably true th at 
st amps, in a condition wh ich collecto rs re­
gard as least desirable, were ap t to be most 
useful in th e stud y, yet very of ten the dis­
tinctive variations which we sought were ex­
pected to occ ur most frequently on straight­
edged or very poorly centered stamps from 
ce rta in positions. These were surprisingly 
di fficul t to find. Some of th e w riter's ex­
periences were disheartening ; oth ers were 
amu sing. The late H erman Toaspern 
("Toas ty"), picked the choice "collectors 
copies" from a good-sized lot, and many of 
THE CO
th ose fine stamps we re purchased from him , 
but th e remainder of th at lot , which probably 
would h ave been much more helpful th an the 
nicely centered copies, could not be fo und . 
Worse still , at that particular stage of th e 
study, stra ight-edged and off-centered copies 
from th at plate and printing were pa rticula rly 
needed . 

Upon another occasion, a lot of seve r al 
hundred was submitted, which was main­
tained to be all from one source exactly as 
put away years before. On the ave rage, one 
stamp in ten from such a lot should have a 
" natural stra ight edge" at lef t o r right , and 
th e lot should have contained dozens of 
stra ight edge copies. But there we re hardly 
any. Careful examination revealed the re a­
son. Nearly all th e str aight edge copies had 
been spoiled by " unoffici al" perforations on 
the str aight edge sid e. Such a shenanigan 
has a modern aroma. It was ce rtainly not 
prevalent seventy yea rs ago on st amps as com­
mon as the 1 oc Jefferson was in 1880. 

P erhaps th e most curious, and ce rt ainly 
the most puzzling occurrence co ncerned the 
disappearance of an ex tremely usefu l va riety 
which bore a Contin ental plate number. This 
stamp was in a small lot which had been bor­
rowed from a well-known firm of excellent 
reputation and specia l ca re was t aken to be 
sure it was included when th e lot was re­
turn ed by mail. But when th e envelope was 
opened the firm repo rted th at it contained 
the entire lot except t!t e plate number stamp. 
No copy which could be that stamp, 1ias bee n 
seen since, and th e mystery is still un solved. 
There have been many times when th e wri ter 
glad ly would have pa id much more than th e 
stamp was worth just to know wha t hap­
pened to it. 

When th e study began in 1928, the inform a­
tion which was known and th e material on 
hand included the li st of plates, plate num­
bers, and imprints in Luff's U. S. work , the 
paragraph wh ich has been quoted from that 
work, Stevenson's shifted relief theory, jJer­
haps two dozen covers bearing one o r nrn re 
IOc stamps, and at th a t time (o r late r ) a 
block of Indi a proofs from positions 85/ IOO 
in the left pane showing Conti nental imprint, 
plate number ("No. 23") , and div iding arrow. 

In addition, an article on pages 73/7 s in 
th e P!tilatelic Gau ll e of April 1915 * con­
ta ined da ta on the National, Continental and 
American dies, rolls and pl a tes , and in par-
LLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIIJ, NO. 3 
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Figure 3 

Bloc k of plate proofs (positi ons 85 to l 00) from the lower right corner of the left pane of Continental plate 23 , showing the lower 
imprint , the number " No. 23," and part of the bottom arrow. The pos ition dots are concealed in the portrait oval, at the left of the tip 
of Jeffe rson's nose. On the proofs the fine horizontal guide line , along which the dot for each stamp was placed, can be seen on posi ­
ti ons 85 / 88, and crossi ng the gutter between positions 86 and 87. The guide line is greatly exagger: ted in the illustration . 
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ticul ar , ce rta in fac ts about th e 1c value w hich 
apply to other values, including th e IOc. This 
da ta was found to be ex tremely important. It 
furnishes a clue by which a competent student 
of ten may determine wheth er IOc st amps a re 
from a pl ate on which th e design was entered 
from a National o r a Continental transfe r 
roll , r ega rdless of th e presence, visibility, o r 
absence of the secret mark. 

It has been amusing to r ead st atements by 
one w riter or another who, not having lea rned 
how to identify N ation al or Continental IOC 
s tamps other th an by th e absence o r presence 
o f a secret ma rk, maintains such id entifica­
tion to be impossible, even though th e facts 
which an examin ation of th e original dies 
revealed to Mr. O wen were published and 
have been accessible since 191 5 to anyone 
who would t ake the trouble to look fo r th em. 
Reference to this means of identifying st amps 
from Nation al, Continental and American 
pla tes will be made later . 

Luff 's book gives th e follo w ing IOc plates 
a nd pl a te numbers; 

National Bank Note Co., 18, 19, 48, 49 
C ontinental B ank Note Co. , 23 , 25 , 302 , 303 
American Rank Note C o. , 377 , 378 

A study of th e National pl a te numbers in­
dicates th a t th e fi rst se t of th e 55 pl a tes of 
1870-72 consisted of two 1c (Nos. I 6, r 7 ) , 
four 2c (Nos. 12/ 15 ), eleven 3c (Nos. 1/ 11), 
two 6c (Nos. 26, 27 ) , two 1oc (Nos. 18, 
19 ) , and one each of 12c (No. 24 ), 15c (No. 
20 ), 24c (No. 21 ), 3oc (No. 22) , and 9oc 
(No. 23) . T wo more 2c (Nos . 28, 30) and 
three 3c plates (Nos. 29, 3 I , 32) , are num­
bered lowe r th an the only 7c pl ate (No. 33) , 
and only four I c pl a tes (Nos. 50/ 53) , and 
two 3c plates ( I os. 54, 55) a re numbered 
higher th an th e second (and las t ) pa ir of 
IOc pl ates (Nos. 48, 49). It is believed, 
th e refore, th at th e fi rst pair of roe plates 

* By t he late A rthur E . Owen, one of t he " Four 
Horsemen of Phil ate ly," who w as persona ll y known 
to the present w riter at that date and unti l hi s death 
a few years ago. T he art icle is one of a series en­
tit led " A Deta iled H isto ry of the General ssues of 
U nited States P ostage Stamps from 1847 to 1890, " 
by D r. Carrol I Chase ( 1847·60 iss ues), Arthur E. 
O wen ( 1870-89 issues) , and the late W ill iam B . 
Sprague ( 186 1-68 iss ues ) . T he fourth " Horseman" 
w as V an D yk M acBride, w ho w as then working on 
the I 869 iss ue; and w hose recent studies in Confed­
erate s, an d V alentine covers w ith encl osures are w ell 
known. 
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(Nos . 18, 19) beca me unse rviceable and were 
re pl aced by pl ates 48, 49. 

The fir st complete se t of Continental plates 
fo r the o rdin ary post age st amps contained 
four re (Nos. 12, 13, 16, 26), four 2c (Nos. 
2, 3, 4, 6), twelve 3c (Nos. I , 5, 7/ 11 , 14, 
15, 17, 19, 20), two 6c (Nos. 18, 21) , one 
7c (No. 22 ), t wo roc (Nos. 23, 25), one 12c 
(No. 24 ) , and one 15c (No. 31) . T he plates 
numbered lower th an 3 1 which a re not in­
cl ud ed we re fo r 3c st amps of Inte rior (No. 
27 ), Justice (No. 28) , Treasury (No. 29) , 
and P ost O ffice (No. 30) , of the department 
se n es. 

R epl acement pl ates which we re made as 
th ey becam e needed included many rc, 2c and 
3c, two 6c (Nos. 304, 305) , and two IOC 
(Nos. 302, 303). Only fi ve pl ates in the 
Continental se ries bo re a higher number, viz ; 
two re (Nos. 307, 308 ) , one 5c (No. 306) , 
and two 3c (Nos . 309, 3 IO ). It w ill be noted 
th at in th e National and the Continental ser­
ies plates of th e same denomin at ion may bear 
th e same number-No. 24 is a 12c pl ate in 
both se ries-because each series began with 
No. I , and th at the lowest American pla te 
number is 3 I I because the American numbers 
fo ll ow th ose of th e Continental se r ies. 

The sequence in which prepa rat ion of va­
rious plates was st arted or fini shed may cor­
respond directly w ith the sequence of their 
numbers, but fo r va rious reasons it is be­
li eved th at in some inst ances a plate may be 
fi nished or put to press befo re anoth er plate 
which bea rs a lowe r number. H owever, 
th e indicati ons a re very st rong th at th e IOc 
pl ates 302,303 occupied abo ut th e same posi­
tion in th e Contin ental se ries as their num­
bers did , th at is, th ey we re among th e last 
" baker 's dozen" of th e Contin ental plates. 

Luff's book (page l.J.5) g ives two lists; 
firs t a list of Continental plates w hich " a re 
known to have been used by the American 
Co.," viz ., one of rc (No. 301) , two of 2c 
(Nos. 296, 297) , th ree of 3c (Nos. 292, 309, 
310) , one of 6c (No. 305) , none of IOc, and 
one ( th e only) 15c pl a te of th e Conti nental 
series (No. 3 I). 

The second list is Con t inental plates wh ich 
" we re probably used" by th e Amer ican Co., 
v iz ., one of 5c (No. 306), one of 6c ( No. 
304) , and two of IOc (Nos. 302, 30.\) . From 
th ese lists, it is apparent th at when Luff's 
book w as w ritten th at w riter believed or 
suspected th at Cont inent al plates 302, 303 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXV!ll, NO. J. 
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Figure 4 

''' A cover of February 15, 1876 from New York to Chile, bears two l Oc stamps 
from the first pair of Continental plates, (No. 23 or 25 ). The background 
lines of the shield are entirely gone. 
were used by the American Co. to print roe 
stamps, but he was not ce rta in th at either of 
them had been so used . 

Information on hand in 1928, or soon 
afterward , also included a brief memor an­
dum. The data in this memor andum came 
to the present writer indirectly. Although 
there is r eason to believe it is cor rect , th e 
original source is not known , nor the date 
when the present writer obtained it. This 
data ev id ently r efe rs ei ther to th e date when 
stamps from four of the roe J efferson plates 
" 'ere printed , or were first delive red, or to th e 
plates themselves, viz. , Continental plates of 
June 1877 , re-entering of th ose plates in 
March 1880, and American plates of January 
1882. 

Study of the data which h as been pre­
sented above led to a conclu sion that if a 
sufficient quantity of sui t able mate rial could 
be examin ed the st amps and covers wo uld be 
fou nd to ag ree with several facts and / or 
supposi tions; 

( 1) If any roe st amps were printed from 
l\ ational plates afte r the Nati onal contr ac t 
ex pi red early in 187 3 th ose stamps would be 
from plate 48 and/ or 49. 

(2), Th e Contin ental plates of June 1877 
were the pair of replacement plates numbered 
302, 303 . 
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(3), The plates which were re-entered in 
l\llarch 1880 we re th e Continental plates 302, 
303. 

(4), The American plates of Janua rr 
1882 were Nos. 377, 378. 

(5), The replacement pl ates for Nos. 377 , 
378 were the first four (Nos. 403 , 403A, 404, 
+04A ) and the last two (Nos. 480, 481) , of 
th e six pl a tes which had th e " re-engraved '" 
design th at was first issued during or about 
April 1882. 

( 6), If th e st amps on which the secret 
mark shows with varying degrees of indis­
tinctness or was almost invisible occurred on 
sof t pape r only, as the references to th em in-. 
dicated , the only plates from which they could 
have been printed were Continental pl ates. 
302, 303 and / or American plates 377, 378. 

( 7) , As th e date of re-entry of plates 302, 
303 was more than a year af te r th e soft 
paper came into use, th e fac t th at th e disap­
pea ring sec ret marks occurred (o r. might oc­
cur ) only on th at pape r indica ted th e possi­
bility, or perhaps probability, of a "cause and 
effect" connection, i.e., th at th e va ri ation in 
th e distinctness of th e secre t marks was a re­
sult of re-enter in g one o r both of those plates. 
in March 1880. 

The re ader shou ld understand th a t no at-· 
tempt was made to ga th er , co rrelate and 
O . 3 187 
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A cover of November 13 , 18 79 from Hyde Park , Pa., to Boston bears a l Oc 
stamp from one of th2 second pair of Continental plates, ( 302 or 303 ). Most· 
of the background I ines of the shield have disappeared. 
s tudy all this dat a befo re the study of th e 
stamps began. Study of the data and the 
stamps which were available was carried on 
simultaneously, and continued as more stamps 
were obtained. Hundreds of copies are still 
mounted as th ey were arranged early in the 
study; others have been re-grouped as more 
facts became known , or were remounted for 
exhibition. 

The principal obj ectives were to determine 
if any stamps were Continental or American 
prints from National plates 48 or 49; which 
s tamps came from Continental plates 302, 
303 both before and af ter r e-entry of those 
plates, and which st amps came from American 
plates 377, 378. 

Largely beca use th e present writer fa iled 
to grasp th e full significance of Luff's state­
ment about th e need to find "st amps with 
margin al imprint or plate number" the pro­
ject did not appea r too difficult. All that 
seemed necessary was to find such stamps, or 
pl ate proofs which showed such inscriptions, 
and th e remainin g work would be plain , easy 
sai ling. However, befo re 5,000 stamps had 
been examined th e writer woke up to th e true 
si tu ation . And how obvio us it should h ave 
been! 
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lf stamps o r proofs with marginal imprints. 
o r plate numbers were plentiful in the 1890s 
Luff him self would have found th em. Luff 
did not find such stamps beca use those in­
sc ription s w ere pl aced so far above the top 
and below th e bottom rows th a t th e perfora­
tions usually came between th e stamps and 
the in sc riptions. The outside margins con­
t ai ning th e inscriptions were to rn off and 
thrown away in post offices, or by purchase rs . 
of the st amps. 

As for pl ate proofs which show th e needed 
indicia, well , twenty yea rs have passed since 
1928 and th e writer has yet to see a pl ate­
proof from an ou tsid e row on any st ate of 
Contin en tal plates 302, 303, or American 
pl ates 377, 378, or from any interior position 
on those four plates-not even a single copy! 

On each shee t a dividing ar row is at the 
top and bottom of the pane gutter and may 
extend into the gutte r fa r enough to make 
the arrow point come between the upper part 
of positions No. Io of the left pane and I o. 
1 of th e righ t pane, and between th e lower 
pa rt of positio ns No. JOO of the lef t pane and 
No . 91 of the ri ght pane. Usu all y in cutting 
the panes apar t in th e gutter between them 
th e cut came at or close to th e middle of th e-
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gu tter and the arrows were divided so that 
part of each arrow went w ith each pane. 

As there were four "arrow positions" on 
each sheet (Nos. rnL and JOOL, and Nos . r R 
a nd 91 R), and there were four Nation al 
plates, there were sixteen positions 9n those 
plates which might be differenti ated by varia­
tions in details of the arrows, such as shape, 
s ize, and exact location. Similarly, the four 
Continenta l pl ates had sixteen arruw positic111 :; 
and there were eight correspond in g posi­
tion s on the two Amer ican plates. On th e 
ten plates th e total of arrow posi tions was 
forty. 

Eventually dozens of stamps from arrow 
positions were obtai ned and carefully ex­
amined. They fell into three groups, Na­
tional, Contin ent al, and American. In each 
group the a r rows resembled each oth er but 
differed from th e arrows in either of th e other 
groups. Study of the arrows yield ed add i­
tion al fac ts, such as : 

None of th e stamps hav in g Nation al type 
arrows were found on soft paper. This indi­
cated that JOC stamps on soft paper and with­
out the sec ret mark we re not from National 
plates. 

There were two set s of top a rrows and two 
sets of bottom arrows of the American type, 
agreeing wi th the two American plate., , 377, 
378. Stamps from th ese a rrow positions had 
no trace of a secre t mark and in some other 
de tails agreed w ith stamps from Na tional 
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plates, which was almost conclusive proof th at 
the two American plates we re entered by 
using a transfer roll of the 1870 (National) 
type. 

The Con tin ental arrows did not fit into so 
simple a picture. Instead of sixteen differ­
ent half a rrows on hard pape r, (four posi­
t ions each from plates 23, 25, 302 and 303), 
there were too many wh ich were definitely 
different. The avail able information indi­
cated th at plates 302, 303 were first used in 
the h ard paper period (prior to 1879), and 
were con tinued in use in the sof t paper period 
af ter 1878. Arrows which occur red on both 
ha rd and soft paper were ass umed to come 
from those plates. Later thi s assumption 
was found to be correct. All arrow posi­
tions for each st ate of plates 302 and 303 
we re ob tained o r have been seen. 

The extra Contin ental arrows did not come 
from plates 302, 303 and they we re found on 
hard paper only. Therefore th ey came from 
th e only other Continental pl ates-Nos. 23 
and 25 . Two of th ese a rrows a re on posi­
tions rnoL and 91R and may be from the 
same plate. Each position shows a distinct 
double transfer. In addi tion about a dozen 
other " double transfer " va rieties we re found 
\vhich seem to agree better ivith plates 23, 25 
th an th ey do w ith any later pl ates. These 
facts led to the conclusion th at plates 23 
and / or 25 were re-entered af ter having been 
in use , and th at some or all of the ha rd paper 
( 

.. ,. 

' . 

' ' 

Fi gu re 6 

A cove r of September 6 , l 880 from Massachusetts to St. Helena bears 
a l Oc stamp from a re - entered condition of plate 302 or 303. 
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IOc with double tr ansfe r s w ere printed from 
the second state of th at first pair of Conti­
nental plates. From the condition of pl ate 
No. 25 in 187 5, as shown by th e "special 
printing" which was made in th e sp ring of 
th at year, the date of re-entry was in the 
subsequent t\\"O yea rs, that is, prior to June 
1877. 

Whenever an a ttempt is made to es t ablish 
a pre-conceived th eo ry, th ere is always a ten­
dency to stress any evidence which seems to 
agree with th e theory and to minimi ze or dis­
r egard or even to deny th e exis tence of ev i­
dence to the contrary. If th e theory does not 
happen to be co rrect that method of solving 
a problem does not solve th e problem and, 
by perpetuating error, is more likely to pre­
vent th e cor rect solution from bei ng found. 
U nfortunately, pre-conceived th eories which 
ignore fact s about stamps, st amp plates, print­
ing, impressions, color and other subjects still 
find their w ay into the phil atelic press. 

Luff's st atement about th e indistinct secret 
marks is an example of a similar error. In­
stead of determining wheth er o r not st amps 
from IOc Continental plates existed " from 
which th e sec ret mark has worn away," and 
investiga ting the r eport th a t pairs and blocks 
ex isted "on which th e mark shows with vary­
ing deg rees of indistinctness and is sometimes 
a lmost invi sible", Luff did not seek to find 
such st amps, but inferred th at th ey could not 
exist because " the secret mark is deeply cut 
and ought to be about the last thin g to wear 
away. " The fact that the secre t mark would 
remain intact af ter othe r lines of th e design 
had worn aw ay was stretched by Luff into a 
th eo ry th at any st amp from a Continental 
pl ate must have a complete, norm al secret 
mark. Luff's co mm ent is true about many of 
th e 1oc stamps, but it does not apply to the 
particul a r stamps to which he applied it. 

The at t ack a t th e Westfield Peach Orch ard 
on th e problems which the IOc Jefferson 
stamps prese nt did not begin with any th eory. 
A study of the st amps on soft paper seemed 
to offe r th e best chance of success , but when 
the st amps on h and that had peculiarities 
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,,.- hich indica ted th a t th ey migh t be related 
had been sorted out and mounted togeth er, 
there we re not enough copies in any of the 
grou ps to afford a satisfactory basis for a 
th eo ry. When add itional mate rial was ob­
ta ined some of th e groups were re-arranged, 
a pattern began to appear, and tentative the­
ory was constructed to agree with w hat 
seemed to be th e fac ts. 

For a long period progress was ext remely 
slow. Time after tim e, each new lot th at 
was obtained conta in ed at leas t one st amp 
which did not fit into th e las t th eo ry. One 
tl"'.eory af ter anoth er had to be discarded, 
forgotten , and a new hypo th esis constructed. 
That went on for a year o r more. Some the­
ories stood up for a week or two; others were 
thrown ou t within twenty-four hours. No 
reco rd was made, nor any a ttempt to keep 
tr ack of them. Finally a th eo ry was obta ined 
which stood up for several month s and was 
th en ca ll ed No. 17, which may or may not 
have been the correct number. After seven­
teen years it sti ll agrees wi th all th e known 
fac ts and therefore is probably co rrect. 

Acco rding to Theory No. 1 7, 
(a) , No National IOc plate was used by 

the Contin ental or by the American Bank 
Note Company; 

(b), Continental plates 302, 303 replaced 
Con tinental plates 23 , 25 abo ut June 1877, 
were re-entered in 1880, and the "disappear­
ing sec ret marks" were caused by use of a 
tr ansfer roll of th e National tvpe of r870-
w ithout sec ret mark- to re-enter onr or both 
plates 302, 303 ;* 

(c), A National type roll was used to enter 
the IOc design on American plates 377, 378, 
and therefore stamps from those plates do 
not have , and neve r did have, any trace of 
a secret mark. 

Demonstration that Theory No. 17 is co r­
rect will fo llow, together with facts about 
many varieties on the Continental pl ates, and 
some on the American plates, which the writer 
has re ason to believe have never been pub­
li shed. 

(To be continued. ) 
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The Pre-stamp Postmarks of 

A USTRIA 
A Monograph about the 

postmarks used in Austria 

before June 1 , 1 850. 

By EDWIN MUELLER 

Part II * 
Types of Town Postmarks 

A larg:e pa rt of all Austrian pre-stamp 
postmarks were a product of private initia­
tive. All post offices , w hich were adminis­
tered by hereditary or appointed postmasters, 
had to procure the postmarks at their own 
expense and few directives we re given to th em 
in regard to their appea rance. It was pre­
scribed only that the postmarks had to con­
tain the 11 aml' of the post office and , since 
1839, the dat e; other details were left to th e 
postmasters. As the official language in Aus­
tria was at all times German, the German 
name of the post office h ad to be used; only 
when no such name exis ted , th e custom ary 
name in th e main language used locally was 
permissibl e. 

Only those post offices which were ad min is­
tered by government employees received th eir 
postmarks th rough th eir Provincial P ost al 
Adm inistrations, w hich in turn partly pro­
cured th em th rough th e General Postal Ad­
ministration. But th e number of th ese gov­
ernment- adm ini ste red post offices became 
more numero us only toward th e end of th e 
pre-stamp period. There is no doubt, th at 
many pos tm as ters employed local engrave.rs 
(or less skilled metal workers, such as lock­
smiths and the like) to manu facture post­
marks for th em. These primitive locally 
made postmarks usually show remarkably 

*(Continued from page 99) 
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good t as te and sometimes excell ent workm an­
ship, but also frequently prove th at th e work­
man was ou t of his element when making a 
postm ark. In th e earliest days, fo reign post­
marks, 1 ater those of oth er post offices, were 
frequently used as examples for th e work. 
This accounts for a cert ain si milarity in the 
design of th e postmarks of post offices geo­
graphically remote from each other. Aside 
from th ;s, some local engravers gained a rep­
utation for being competent makers of post­
marks and th ey were employed not only by 
th e loca l but also by other neighborh ood post 
cffice s. In oth er cases, postmasters askt'd th e 
Provincial Postal Administration to help them 
to procure su itable postm ark s and th e ad­
ministration employed an engrave r . thereby 
providing simil a r types of postmarks to vari­
ous post offi ces in the province . Finally some 
Provincial P ost al Administrations, which 
co uld not find able eng ravers , probably t'ven 
some postmasters, petitioned th e General 
Postal Administration for suitable postm arks. 
In this way they r eceived th e same types of 
postmarks, which were officially supplied to 
th e post offices ad ministered by government 
employees . Therefore, l ocally, regionally 
and centrally produced postmarks existed 
simultaneously and while it is not poss ible to 
separa te th em completely-as local engravers 
frequently imitated th e regional and central 
types-they all together account for th e g re at 
variety of types which can be found ?mong 
th e pre-stamp postmarks of Austria. The 
O. 3 



AUSTRIA-PRE-STAM P POSTM A RKS 
fr equent violations of th e regulations re­
ga rding town names and date indications 
ad ded to th e variety. To wn names can also 
be found in Hungarian or It alian , where Ger­
man names ex isted. In Hunga ry town names 
exis t on postmarks a lso in L atin, the old­
time language of th e Hungari an educated 
class o r in Frf'nc lt ; one case of a Latin town 
name is also known from Galicia. Even a 
few bi-lingual postmarks-Hung arian-Ger­
man or Hungarian-L atin-can be found. 
About th e dat e indica tion , so me new pos t­
marks without date were procured many years 
after 1839. Th e gre ates t variety can be 
found afte r 1818, up to the end of the pre­
st amp period and pa rtly eve n in th e period 
of postage stamps, making the cancellations 
on th e classic stamps of Austria also such an 
attractive and diversified field. 

Th e oldest Austri an postm arks were en­
graved in metal (steel, copper and various 
alloys) or cut in wood. A side from these 
postmarks in immovable type, early in the 
18th century appeared postmarks, which 
were put together from movable type, assem­
bled in a suitable holder in the same way as 
printing type for typography is set. These 
movable-type or type-set postm arks can be 
found at various post offices up to the end 
of the pre-s tamp period and are not only re­
sponsible for frequent changes-as the post­
marks of thi s kind were frequently t aken 
apart for cleaning or improvements and re­
se t in a different way-but also for spelling 
errors which occurred occasionally, like 
CRNOSTADT for CRONSTADT or 
POTCSHATEK for POTSCHATEK, etc. 
Later, wh en the date was added to the 
postmarks, this part was always made up 
from mov able type and it is not surprising, 
that inverted date figures or names of months 
o r da te on top instead of below th e town 
name a re fairly common and even erroneous 
or unusual spellings or abbreviations oc­
curred at times. 

Some pos tm arks had a very long history, 
as they were used during many decades. The 
longest life see ms to have been had by a post­
mark of the Hungarian town of Tokay, which 
was used for fifty years, from 1752 to 1790 
and then again from 1818 to 1831 , but other 
18th century postm arks, some of them even 
from post offices in occupied territory, had 
also records of use for several decades. Of 
course, some of these long-lived postmarks 
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showed ma rked signs of w ear and in several 
cases th ey became so wo rn , th at they were 
undeci pherable at th e end of thei r use. This 
was especially true of 18th century postm arks, 
while those procured after 181 8 were mostly 
of harder material and also show deeper en­
graving. From 1844, all centr ally made post­
marks were prepared exclusively from steel. 
Another kind of apparent wear can be men­
tion ed here, the alte rn a te appearance and 
disappea r ance of a " fram e" on th e same post­
ma rk. Actu ally, this had nothing to do with 
wear. Th e "frame" , which was mostly rec­
tangu lar or oval , is only a marking of th e 
ou tlin es of the hand stamp, which printed 
when th e handstamp was applied to a thick 
or soft letter , while on a thin or hard letter 
it did not show and no "frame" is visible. 

During the occupation of Austrian terri­
t ory in the Napoleonic W ars, all occupying 
powers provided centrally made postm arks of 
special types. In accordance w ith the official 
language, in the areas under Bavarian rule 
the town names were not changed , but in th e 
It alian rul ed parts all town names were given 
in Italian and in the Province of lllyria the 
names of the post offices received a French 
complexion on the postm arks. There was 
little variety in the types, but they were, partly 
wi th changes, continued in use after the end 
of th e occupation and contributed further to 
the variety. During the r ebellion in Hungary 
in 1848, the official langu age there became 
Hunga rian and a few postmarks with town 
names ~hanged accordingly appeared; these 
were mostly abolished af ter the defeat of th e 
revolution. 

Th ere are a few cases known where the 
postmark of a post office which was shifted 
to another town in the neighborhood was 
kept by th e new post office without change 
and such postmarks w ith incorrect town name 
were used for months, even for years, befo re 
a new postmark w ith the co rrect name of the 
post office was procured . 

In other cases, th e postmark for the new 
location was m ade in th e same type as that 
for th e previous one, w hich is especially ob­
vious, when the post office which was shifted , 
had employed some unusual postmark type 
locally manufactured. 

The earlies t t ypes of Austrian postmarks 
were either frameless straight lines or they 
had , but much less frequently , a 1·ectangular 
fram e. Only very few other types like ovals 
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or ornamented st ra ight l ines can be found 
among the 18th c;entury postmarks. After 
18 18, fram eless and f ramed pos tmarks we re 
firs t equ ally common, w ith oval frames pre­
domin ant , but also a w ide a r ray of fa ncy 
fram es. But after 1830 mo re and more new 
fra meless postm arks we re introduced and 
th e fra med postmarks became a sm all mi­
nority, unti l aro und 1840 pos tmarks with 
circular fram e st arted to appear , fi rst as 
regional types, and since 1846 as centrally 
manufactured ones. They began to r eplace 
th e fra meless st raight line and curved post­
marks w hich h ad fo r about ten years been al­
most th e only new postmarks procured. F irst 
dou ble circles, later , in th e las t months of 
th e pre-st amp period, also single circles, were 
created. A sid e f rom a few locally manu­
fac tu red ones, w ith or w ithout date, single 
circles, but w ithout date indication, had been 
already used in th e 18th century for th e only 
regional type of th at period. 

W hile th e 18th century postm arks were 
r ather simple and w ith few exceptions h ad 
no orn aments, th e postm arks introduced be­
ginning in 1818 show a g reat v a riety of dif­
ferent ornamen ts. Traditional ones, which 
were symbols r a th er th an ornaments were th e 
arms of A ustria, th e double-headed eagle, 
and th e po stlwrn . Both can be found on 
postm arks, alone or together. They are al­
most always fo und on post office seals, w hich 
only occasionally served as postmarks; but 
th ey a re also used here and th ere on locally 
manu factured types and also on one r egional 
type. Other orn aments from simple lin es to 
r ich garlands, or stars and r osettes, can be 
fo und on many locally and r egionally as well 
as centrally m anufac tured postm arks. Some 
types of o rnaments a re typical for ce rtain 
regional o r central types, especially on the 
postm arks w ith oval and circula r fr ames. 
T ogeth er wi th th e various and sometimes 
oddly shaped frames, th e great va riety of 
different orn aments give the Austrian post­
ma rks most of their att ractiveness. 

O n money letters, w hich included currency 
or banknotes, large towns partly used post­
marks, w hich cannot be fo und on oth er let­
ters. Th is can be explained by the fac t th at 
such letter s we re not h andled by th e post 
offices th emselves, but by the mail coach 
agencies; in the l arge tow ns th ese operated 
separately and had th eir own h and stamps in 
use for receip ts etc. These h andstamps were 
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also used on money letters to mark th e place 
of origin. These markings closely r esemble 
r egul a r postm arks and only th e fact that 
th ey are only fo und on money letter s distin­
guishes th em from those used on r egular let­
ter s. 

One of th e char acteristics of th e pre-stamp 
Austrian postm arks is th e addition of th t' 
word "Von" which means "From" before the 
town name on some postmarks and which w as 
frequently abbrevi ated to " V." In a few 
cases th e F rench " D e" or th e Itali an " D a" 
w as used in stead. The ea rlies t postmarks, 
those of. Vienn a of 1751, had a " V." before 
th e town name and later thi s indication or a 
" Von" can be foun d on a great number of 
postm arks, w ith no apparent sys tem. After 
1818, only r elatively few new postmarks with 
" V." or " V on" appeared. In th e followin g 
year s, th e "Von" or "V." w as r emoved from 
most of th em as well as from some old post­
marks of th e same kind , held over from the 
18th century. But occasion ally l ater , in a 
few cases even aft er th e introduction of dated 
postmarks, new postm arks with a "V." before 
th e town n ame appeared and some of them 
can be found even for several year s after 
1850. 

C hanges in pos tmarks occurred quite 
fr equ ently and it is not alw ays easy to trace 
th em. One of the most common was the ad­
dit ion of a rla t e to a hith erto dateless post­
mark, by attaching a suitable device for the 
date indication. But also th e opposite trend 
can occasionally be found , w hen the date in­
dication- or the year date only-w as r e­
moved. F requent a re also intentional or ac­
cid ental m utilations of postmarks. In many 
cases a fr ame or part of it was r emoved , 
creating an entirely different type of post­
mark. P art of th e tow n name w as also oc­
casion ally changed by r emoving ce rtain let­
te rs. A frequ ent ch ange was the removal of 
th e "V on" or "V." before th e town n ame. 
Some postm arks were subj ect to several 
ch anges, fo r example fi rst th e removal of a 
fr ame, th en of th e '.'V ." befor e th e town 
name and next the addition of th e date indi­
cation. A number of worn postm arks w ere 
re-eng raved. Many postm arks which were 
procured du ring fo reign occup ation w ere sub­
ject to appropr iate ch anges w hen th eir use 
was continued after Aust rian administr ation 
had been r einst ated. 
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F ive main types of let tering we re used for 
the tow n names or oth er in sc riptions in Aus­
tri an postm a rks ; R oma n, got hic, sc:-.: pt and 
text letters as well as R oman it alics . Go th ic 
letters appea r during th e pre-s t amp period 
only in a few isol ated cases on postmarks. 
Roman, sc ript and tex t letters can be fou nd 
simultaneously, fro m I 7 51 to 1850 but post­
ma rks w ith text letter s ( mostly " Old E ng­
lish"), w hich w ere the most numerous ~mong 

th e 18th century postm arks, a re except ions 
among th e postm arks c reated after 181 8. 
Rom an italics can be foun d only in very few 
cases among th e early 18th century oos t­
ma rks, but th e use of thi s type of letter ing 
afte r 181 8 beca me alm os t as frequ ent as tha t 
of Rom an or script letters. T own n ames and 
oth er in sc riptions in Roman letter s or it alics 
we re usually in capitals, but th e u se of 
mixed letters ( th e first letter capital, th e oth­
e rs lowe r case) was not un usu al for in sc rip­
tions in Roman lette rs. Inscript ions in script 
or tex t letters consisted practically always of 
mixed letters; th e use only of capitals was a 
ra re exception. A peculi a rity of some pos t­
marks in Roman cap itals (and a few in cap i­
t al italics) was th e use of small and large 
capitals, th e first lette r of eve ry w ord being 
in large r type th an th e oth ers. This was 
charac te ri stic of many postm arks w hich ap­
pea red un de r Itali an occup a tion, but can be 
8.l so fo und , but much less fr equ ently, in oth e r 
pe riod s o r oth er parts of th e country. R ath er 
unu sual a r e th ose postm arks w hich h ave th e 
'.nsc riptions in negative lett ers. A sid e from 
post office seals, which were only occasion ally 
used as postm arks, this peculi a rity can be 
fo und not only on a number of locally m anu­
fac tured postm arks, but also on one r egional 
type. 

A rel atively small number of mostly locally 
manu fac tured postm a rks included indications 
about th e type of pos t office, w here th ey we re 
used, sometim es giving th e full title, some­
times only abbrevi ated, fo r example, " K .K . 
P.S. " fo r "K.K. P ost-S t ation" or " B.S." fo r 
" Briefsammlung." In some cases, th e abbre­
via tions a re not so easy to expl ain ; for ex­
ample, " K .K .G .A.P." w hich stood fo r " K .K . 
G renz-Absatz-Postamt" or " K .K .T .P.A ." for 
"K.K. T eilun gs-P ost-Amt." Comp aratively 
few postm arks during th e pre-st amp pe riod 
includ ed in addition to th e town n ame indi­
cations, giving th e name of th e pr ovince or 
st ating more accu ra tely the location . This 
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w as mostly done in cases where several post 
offices of th e same or simil a r name existed, 
but such necessa ry indications we re also fre­
quently omitted. In ve ry few cases, the name 
of th e su perv ising pos t offi ce was included 
in th e postm ark of a letter collecting agency. 

During th e las t yea rs of th e pre-st amp 
period, a number of post offices we re opened 
in ra ilr oad stations, but indications of th is 
fac t we re usu ally included in th e postmarks 
only w hen anoth er post office ex isted in th e 
same town. Either th e full indica tion " Bahn­
hof" ( R ailroad Station ) or " Eisenbahn" 
( R ail road ) w as g iven or abbrevi ations " B.H ." 
and "E.B ." w ere used. 

Special postm arks fo r letters arriving by 
sea in Austri an ports were introduced as ea rl; 
as 1830, but all kn own examples a re from th e 
las t yea rs of th e pre-s t amp period. The let­
ter s "C.V." a re abbrev ia ted fo r "Col Va­
pore," Itali an term fo r " By Steamship." 

T he da te indica t ion on th e postm arks con ­
sisted either of day and month only or w ith 
add ed year da te. The name of th e month 
appea rs usually in G erm an, but in th e Ital­
ian-speaking a reas frequently in Itali an. Only 
occasionally other l angu ages, as Hungarian 
or P olish o r even L atin can be found. Quite 
fr equ ently th e month is given in fi gures 
(Arabic or, occasionally, Rom an). For th e 
las t four month s of th e yea r, in a few cases 
an odd kind of w riting, go ing back to th e 
L atin o rigin of the names of th e month s, was 
used, namely "7 ber" (Septembe r ), "8ber" 
( O ctober) , "gber" (November ) and " Xber " 
( D ecember ). F ollowing th e G erman custom, 
th e figure r epresenting th e day usually ap­
pea red to th e lef t of th e month , but in a 
number of cases it was pl aced to th e right of 
th e month , especiall y in Hunga ry, w here this 
was th e custom. Only when th e town name 
w as in Rom an letters or italics, the date was 
usually in th e sa me type. P ostm arks with 
th e town name in script letters had th e da te 
almost always in R oman letters o r italics. 
In a few cases negative lettering was used 
fo r th e da te. In some postmarks, procured 
at th e end of th e pre-s t amp period fo r la rge 
pos t offices, as id e from th e date a number 
w ith added "Exp." o r "E." fo r " E xped ition" 
w hich means "Mail ing," was included ; fo r 
exa mpl e " I.E." for th e firs t mailing of th e 
day. In a few cases, this mailing indication 
w as add ed by a separate h and stamp to a r egu­
l a r town and date postm ark. In some post-
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXVIII, NO. 3 



AUSTRIA-PRE-STAMP POSTMARKS 
marks of large towns the hour of mailing is 
indicated. 

To get a clear picture of th e chronology of 
types of town postmarks, it seems advisable 
to divid e the postmarks of the pre-stamp 
period into three groups. The fi rst group 
contain s all postmarks which appeared be­
tween th e introdu ction of postmarks in 175I 
and th e abolition of the use of postmarks in 
1790. These 18th century postmarks are not 
very diversified , but include the rares t ones 
and have been registered only quite incom­
pletely, le aving open much work for further 
re search. The second group covers the period 
from 1790 to th e end of r8f7, when practi­
cally no postmarks were used and no new 
ones were cre ated in the provinces under Aus­
tri an rule, ·but numerous new postmarks ap­
peared in the provinces occupied by foreign 
powers. The third group is th e most diversi­
fied and colorful, covering th e period from 
18 18 to May 3 1, 1850, th e end of the pre­
s t amp period in Austria. Not only a small 
number of carry-over postmarks from the 
18th century group and numerous ones from 
th e second group can be found, but also a 
g reat va ri ety of new types, many of them of 
unique and unusu al design. A side from this , 
a number of profound changes took place in 
this period , among them the inclusion of the 
date indication in the postmarks. as well as 
the creation of special P aid and Registe red 
postmarks. When, with th e advent of the 
pos tage st amp, th e Austrian Postal Adminis­
tr ation , decades ahead of those in oth er coun­
tries, decided to use th e postm arks also as 
cancellers, an ex tremely g rea t variety of pre­
st amp postmarks was available and was used 
for this purpose . 
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Croup I: 18th Century Postmarks 
( 1751to1790 ) 

The oldes t known Austrian postmarks, 
those of the capital Wien , from I 7 51, 
had r ec tangula1· fram es . They had the 
inscription " V. Wienn" either in mixed ital­
ics or in mixed text letters .* In the im­
mediately succeeding years, these first two 
postma rks underwent characteristic changes. 
First th e frame was removed from both and 
shortly later also the "V. " was cut off, leav­
ing simple unframed straight l ine postmar ks 
with the inscription "Wienn" in mixed italics 
and mixed text letters respectively. This 
developm ent seems to have set the pattern 
for the other postmarks of this period. The 
majority of th em had the indication " Von" 
o r abbreviated "V.", in a few cases the French 
" D e" or the I t ali an " Da" before the name 
of the post office. A small number had rec­
tangulm· fra mes; all others were sfraight 
line types. Before 1780, most of the post­
marks were in Roman capital letters , only a 
few in mixed text or mixed script letters and 
in mixed italics. After 1780 this changed 
somewhat, as now most of the newly cre­
a ted postmarks were of mixed text type, 
while postmarks in Rom an capital lette r s 
were in th e minority and only few others, 
like mixed Rom an, mixed script or mixed 
italic types can be found. Most of the post­
marks of this group were engraved in m etal 
or cut in wood, but a few postmarks assem­
bled from movable type appear eaily too. 
Only th e postmarks of Friesach come with 
dat e (with and without added year date) ; 

*All drawings of postmarks were made by the 
auth or an d are, with few exceptions, taken from his 
col lcction an d are in the original size. 
IV:Wienn.] 
7 

[Y:WiennJ 
8 

Fig . 7, 8 . l 8TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. The oldest Austrian postmarks 
. (Wien , 1751) . 
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AUSTRIA-PRE-STAMP POSTMARKS 
none of th e other postm arks of thi s period 
have any date indication. 

Except for a few isolated cases, such as an 
o rn amented straigh t line type "J aromierz" of 
r 77 r, no irregul a r types of postmarks can be 
found in th e r8th century group. Occasion­
ally ·post office seals, which showed in an oval 
th e town name, with th e Austrian eagle a t 
top and a posthorn at bottom, all in nega­
tive were also used as postma rks, but they 
were intended for other use and are not real 
196 THE CO
postmarks; this is also true for a circular 
"PETERWARDEI r NETTO" with post­
horn in center, w hich can occasionally be 
fo und and was decades later, af ter 1850, 
used even as canceller. 

Of th e newly acquired provinces, only Ga­
licia added to the variety of th e postmarks of 
this group. The Polish Postal Administra­
tion had introduced postm arks a few years 
before the first partition o Poland, which 
brought Galicia to Austria. From this ter-
(v. TYRNAU.l [Yceagenfurt@ 
9 10 II 

V:EGER 
12 

v LEGRAD 
13 

VON BOTZ.EN 
l't 

De CZASLAU de Khttau 
17 16 

VCUns vHEI.DE 
20 

19 

d' Oeden&our~ 
2.2. 

uon~ff egg 

v on Leutschau. 
I S 

DALEORGO 
18 

von Carlshurg 
2.1 

25 26 

~ ~Mn~SW<l¥. \)Olt ~~i~r\\~ s S)ct.17 87 
27 28 

Fig. 9 to 28. 18TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Framed and straight line postmarks with 
" VON" (" DE", "DAL") or " V." before the town name. 
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AUS TR IA- PR E-STAMP P OSTMA R KS 
!AR.AD I [W'.IEN) (Pest) CRESSO~ 
2.9 3 0 

3 1 32 

[&uw] M· Varadin6 Bilin . ~ 31t- 3S 
33 

36 

NYII\:-HA.-Z.. IVDENBVRC C'aYP6tatt 
37 38 39 

,, 
CUNS PRA G Bude 

Ito 41 42 

~ aab. 
1t5 

Fi g. 2 9 to 46. l STH CENTU RY POSTMARKS. Framed and strai ght line postmarks, 
town name only. 
r ito ry, th e firs t Polish pos tm arks known are 
of 1768. They we re obviously centrally pro­
cu red and were circul ar o r oval, w ith th e 
town name in th e center , th e P olish crown 
above and a posth orn below. Only a few ex­
amples a re known, in w hich th ese P ol ish post-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVl ll, 
marks we re used during th e transition period 
after ch ange to A ustri an rule. In 1773, th e 
fi rst A ustr ian pos tmarks were introduced; 
th ese closely rese mbled th e previous P olish 
ones, only th e P olish crown had been re­
pl aced by the Austri an eagle. Only th e la rge 
'-t-7 

Fi g. 4 7 , 48. l STH CENTURY POSTMARKS. 
Pos t Offi ce Sea ls, occasionally used as post ­
ma rks. 
N

50 

Fig. 49, 50. POLISH POSTMARKS, used in 
Galicia and Western Galicia under Polish rule 
and during the transition peri od under Austrian 
rul e. 
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AUSTRIA-PRE-STAMP POSTMAR KS 
51 52 53 

Fig. 51 to 54. 18TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Regional Type for Galicia. 
postoffices seem to h ave received such post­
marks, oval or circular, in a few cases with 
slightly ornamented frames . They were ob­
viously made by the same engraver and are 
therefore the first regional type, probably 
manufactured in Lemberg; but it is possible, 
that some of them were locally made, copy­
ing the regionally made type. After I 780, 
g radually the same straight line and framed 
postmarks as were used in the other prov­
inces were also introduced at the post offices 
in Galicia. 

No postmarks are known from Bucovina 
before it came under Austrian rule in I 77 5 
and no Austrian postmarks of the 18th cen­
tury from this province are known. 

In the Inn District, no postmarks seem to 
have been used before it came to Austria in 
I 779, as postmarks were introduced in Ba­
varia only around 1780. Under Austrian 
rule, the same types of postmarks appeared 
as in other provinces. 

55 56 

Fig. 55, 56. VENETIAN POSTMARKS, used 
in !stria under Venetian rule . 
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Croup 11: Occupation Postmarks 
( 1790 to 1817 ) 

It is one of the most amazing facts in the 
history of the Austrian pre-stamp postmarks, 
that, after a large percentage of post offices 
had introduced and used postmarks, sud­
denly and almost simultaneously the use of 
postmark!' was stopped en tirely. Although 
we can not give definitive reasons for this 
turnabout, we have to record the fact that in 
I 790 all large post offices discarded their 
postmarks and henceforth launched the let­
ters unmarked on their way. In the follow­
ing few years, postmarks also vanished from 
the smaller post offices and until 1818, when 
postmarks were generally introduced, th e em­
ployment of postmarks was confined to scat­
tered and occasional use at some small post 
offices. Practically no new postmarks ap­
peared after I 790 in any provinces, as long 
as they stayed under Austrian rule; the few 
which are known seem all to have originated 
earlier. 

In the newly acquired provinces, the same 
conditions prevailed as in the old ones. As 
far as the post offices there had postmarks of 
the pre-Austrian period, their use stopped ex­
cept in a few isolated cases and no new Aus­
trian postmarks were introduced. In West-

I I SALZBURG 
57 

Fig. 57. " RE JCHSPOST" POSTMARK, used in 
Salzburg prior to Austrian rule. 
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AUSTRIA- P RE-STAMP P OSTMARKS 
l'> jnltsB~~ Jb i! 3"®. BOTZ EN 
58 59 

INSBRUCK 
31 MAR.1810 

GO 

BREGENZ R.3. 
61 

R.4.BAAD GASTEIN 
G2 

HALL.R.4-. OBERM IEMINGEN R. 4-. 
R . 4.BRIXEN. 
19 IAN . 1812 

G3 Git- 65 

Fi g. 58 to 65. OCCUPATION POST t\·1AR KS . . Bava ri a n Occupation ( 1805 t o 18 15 ). 
em Galicia, w hich came to A us tri a in 1795, 
P olish-type pos t marks, simil a r to th ose al­
ready desc ribed fo r Galicia, we re used before 
A ustri an ru le. A few of th ese attr ac tive 
postm arks, town name or initi al letter of 
town name, crown and posthorn, a r e known 
used afte r I 795, but no new A ustri an post­
ma rks appea red. From D almatia and ! stria, 
which came to A us tri a in 1797, no pos tm arks 
of th e period und er Veneti an rul e are kn own, 
excep t fro m th e main post office of Capo d' I s­
t ri a. In the Republic of Venice th e fi rst 
pos tm arks appeared as ea rly as 1713, but in 
the ra th er neglected provinces on th e oth er 
side of the A dria tic th e old est known pos t-
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mark is of 1786. T hese Vene tian-type pos t­
marks are a ll up r ight ovals w ith th e town 
name, fir st w ith th e ducal crown of th e 
doges at top, as used a t la rge post offices in 
the republic since 1 783, in isolated cases as 
ea rly as 1781. L ater, fro m I 792, a quite odd 
looking l ion, th e symbol of th e Republic of 
V enice appea rs a t top. This type w as intro­
duced in Veneti a in 178+, and put in general 
use in I 795. None of th ese postm arks is 
known used after 1797, but it is quite pos­
sible th a t th ey we re continu ed in use at leas t 
fo r a short pe riod , probably after removing 
th e now unpopula r Veneti an lion , as was 
done fo r many postmarks in V eneti a itself. 
AQUILEJA CAPOD' !STRIA ALA 
66 

l~:P..A : ~±. :~:~~~-!.~.JJ 
G9 70 

67 68 

ROVERE DO 
DIP~0ALTO ADIGE 

71 

Fig. 66 to 7 1. OCCUPATION POSTMA RKS. Ita lian Occupa ti on ( 180 5 to 18 15 ) . 
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P.P. 
; 

DEB. VILLA CH 
ILLYRIE 

12 

TRIESTE 
ILLYRIE 

73 

FIUME 
ILLYRIE 

VUCINICHSELO 
~ILLYRI ·E .~ 

75 

7'+ 

IKRAINBOURG~ 
76 

Fig. 72 to 76. OCCUPATION POSTMARKS. French Occupation (I llyria, 1 809 to 181 5) . 
No new Austrian postmarks seem to have 
been introduced. In Salzburg and B erchtes­
gaden, where the "Reichspost" of the Thurn 
and Taxis family was in charge of the postal 
service, "Reichspost" postmarks, all straight 
lines without frames , were used as in Ba­
varia since about 1780; the first example of 
Salzburg is known from l 786, a single 
straight line in Roman capitals. No new post­
marks were introduced when th e provinces 
came under Austrian rule, in 1805, and the 
use of the old postmarks seems to have 
stopped soon thereafter. 

A n entirely different picture presents itself 
in those provinces, which were occupied by 
for eign powers during the Napoleonic Wars. 
Postmarks were in troduced soon at all post 
offices; many of them had no postmarks un­
der Austrian rule and their foreign-created 
postmarks were the first ones used there. 
In the provinces, w hich came under Bavarian 
ru le, Bavarian type postmarks were intro­
duced only reluctantly. As the Bavarian 
types-straight-lines in Roman or text let­
ters or in italics-were quite similar to the 
Aust r ian types of the same period, it is diffi­
cult to ascertain the origin of some post­
marks, but the first Bavarian types seem not 
to have been used before 1808, in which year 
also the first postm ark with date was intro­
duced at Innsbruck, the capital of Tyrol. 
The zone-postmarks, which had been intro­
duced in Bavaria in 1801 were at first not 
used in the annexed Austrian provinces, ex-
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cept in Vorarlberg, where they were intro­
duced in 1805. From a zone-postmark of 
Innsbruck, erroneously introduced in 1808, 
the "R. 4" before the town name was re­
moved before it was used. Only in the last 
months of 1810, the zone-system was extended 
to all former Austrian provinces and the 
special centrally procured zone-postmarks 
were introduced. They were straight lines 
in Roman letters or Roman italics, with the 
indication "R.4" before or after the town 
name. In Vorarlberg, the indication " R.3 " 
had been used. The three main post offices, 
Brixen, Innsbruck and Salzburg, h ad also 
such postmarks with the date (day, month and 
year) in a second line. 

In the provinces under Italian rule new 
postmarks were generally introduced shortly 
after the occupation. They were Italian-type 
postmarks, straight lines, obviously centrally 
manufactured, which are characterized by the 
use of large and small Rom an capitals for 
m any of them, 1806 in !stria and Dalmatia 
and 1810 in Italian Southern Tyrol. A few 
framed postmarks, in one case with th e addi­
tional inscription "Dipartimento di Alto · 
Adige," were also used, but no postmarks 
with date indication can be found. 

In the French Province of Illyria, in 1810 
a standardized French type of postmai·ks, 
s traight lines with Roman capital letters, was 
centrally procured and generally introduced. 
It consisted of the town name-in a Galli­
c ized form-in the first and " ILLYRIE" in 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIU, NO. 3 
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VON ERL~U v.NiMES v:TrszA UJLAK 
79 77 78 

v:MuNKATS v EPERI ES VonZwodau. 
80 81 82 

vOROS V.HUN&RlSCHBROD DA DIG NANO. HAZA ST.WIS CHAU 

83 
84-

V:.fluscha 
86 

88 

Fi g. 77 to 90. l 9TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. 
(" DA") or " V." before the town name. 

85 

V:J<APOLNA 
87 

ar;J~ 
89 90 

Dateless strai ght line postmarks, wi th " VON " 
th e second line. These postmarks were used 
fo r unpaid let ters and special postmarks were 
int rod uced for paid and forwm·d erl paid let­
ters, as were used in th e other French prov­
inces. They were th e first special postmarks 
of this kind for Austrian territory. Those for 
paid letters had a "P.P." ( P ort P aye) above 
the town name. The specia l postmarks for 
forwarded pa id letters showed the indication 
" DEB." (Debourse) at top to warn that 
postage fo r forwarding was due. As rela­
tively few lette rs were forwarded, only a 
small number of " DEB." postm arks are 
known , although most post offices may have 
had th em. Of other types of postmarks only 
a few , apparently locally made ones for la rge 
post offices, a re known from lllyri a. 

The sharp contras t between the provinces 
under Austrian rule, w hich used no post­
marks, and those under foreign rule, w ith its 
general use of postmarks, lasted until 1815, 
when th e lost provinces were regained by 
Austria. Then , until the end of 1817, the 
use of postmarks deteriorated also in the 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIJJ, N
formerly occupied provinces, until in 1818 
th e Austrian postmarks had th eir renaissance. 

Croup 111: 19th Century Postmarks 
( 1818 to 1850 ) 

When, after a pe riod of 28 years without 
postmarks, the decree of November 18, 1817, 
ordered the introduction of postmm·ks at all 
post offices, not all of th em had to provide 
new postmarks. The report on which th e 
above decree was based, st a ted on th e bas is 
of a census at all post offices, th at "157 post 
offices in th e newly acquired provinces and 
even seve ral in the old provinces" were in 
the possession of postm arks. Unfortunately, 
th e accompanying list g ives only the names of 
74 post offices, excluding th e letter collect­
ing agencies. As most of the post offices 
named, except for 15, were in the "old prov­
inces," it is safe to assume th at more th an 
200 post offices (including letter collecting 
agencies) had postmarks before th e end of 
1817. 
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{VON TARNOWI Iv. uzifiszo. I 
92 

91 

v.ENNS. 

98 

IOI 

HAROS= 
ERE NY 

95 

99 

I 02. 

s fy.TRIEST) 

96 97 

100 

103 

Fig. 9 1 to l 03. l 9T H CENTURY POSTMARKS. Date less framed postmarks, with " VON " 
or "V." before the town name . 
Only a small part of th e old h and stamps, 
now put again to use, were 18th centur·y post­
marks, w hich were preserved from th e time 
befo re 1790. lV1ost of them were from large 
post offices in th ose provinces, which st ayed 
under Austrian rule during th e Napoleonic 
W ars. But some of them were from terri­
tory w hich was occup ied and th e postmarks 
kept for re-use. Very few; but neverthe­
less some of the ea rliest types of th e 18th 
century postmarks have been foun:l r e-used 
after 181 7, the great majori ty of them types 
w hich were introduced between 1780 and 
I 790. Some of th em were in slightly worn 
condition , but most of th em were in good 
shape and fit well w ith th e newly provided 
postm arks. The great m ajo rity of these 18th 
century postmarks were used for a short 
202 THE CO

• 
period only, but some of th em occasionally 
a lso later, even a few after 1850. 

The great majority of all postmarks which 
we re re-used or con tinued to be used were oc­
cupat ion postmarks from provinces which had 
been und er foreign rule before 1815. A num­
ber of post offices seem not to have stopped 
the use of postmarks when th ey again came 
under Austrian rule, but others did. Now 
th e use of all th ese postmarks was ordered 
and , as a gener al rule, obeyed. Most of the 
post offices made no changes in th e pos t­
marks, especially in those provinces which 
h ad been under Bava ri an rule. Here the 
postmarks with th e indication " R.4" or " R.3 " 
w ere kept, in many cases unchanged, for dec­
ades even a t large post offices like Innsbruck 
and Salzburg. At most post offices, th ese 
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" GRUNAU 
IOlt 

LAND ECK 
107 

Aus cha 
II O 

NE UM ARK 
IN TY ROLL. 

11 't 

St. VEIT 
Karn ten. 

11 7 

l\ROSV10 
12 0 

NEUPACK/\. 
105 

HOFh1M~hren 
106 

SCHEERDING LEIBNIT'Z 

(08 109 

Wetl\ersd.orf. 
Sar- NEUT RA 

111 
Bogard. UNG.ARN 

112 113 

NEUSTADTL KEN TY 
IN 

ILLYRIEN GALl2IENN 

115 llS 

BESZTERCZEBANYA 
( NEUSOHL) 

BESZTERCZE:B: 

II B 
JV.£'0SObI l7K. 

II 9 

Th.2sambokreth 
121 

Fig. 1 04 to 121. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Date less strai ght line postmarks in Roman 
or gothic type. 

BARTATOW NIEDER1'TDORF. KROSNO 
122 

123 

P.C.IGLO ScHoNLINDE Frag 
125 12G 127 

Fi g. 122 to 128. 19TH CENTURY POSTMAR KS. Datel ess straight line postmarks in Roman 
italic type . 
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fka!f/frtuz ~a)J ~ 130 
12.9 131 

ojmaam~ JJ{~~ ~j; f;/i;;ik 
132 133 134-

135 136 137 

Fig. 129 to 137 . 
script type. 

19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless straight line postmarks in 
" - : I j ~ i -'I 
postmarks were ch anged one af ter th e other 
by removing the " R.4" or " R. 3'', but it took 
small post offi ces almost to th e end of th e 
pre-stamp period for this to be generally ac­
compli shed . The postmarks which we re used 
in the territory occupi ed by Italy h ad w ith 
few exceptions no special distinctions and 
we re continued in use w ith out change. Only 
those which showed th e town n ame in Italian 
were r epl aced by postmarks with th e German 
name, as far as such n ames ex isted. The 
post offices, w hich were located in th e French 
province of Illyri a, h ad par tly old postmarks 
from th e time before I 809, especially in those 
parts, w hich were und er Itali an rule from 
i805 to r809. They were usually retained 
w ithou t change. The post offices wh ich h ad 
the special postmarks with "ILLYRIE" in a 
second line mostly continued to use these 
204 THE CO
postmarks wi thout change, some of th em right 
up to almost the end of th e pre-stamp period. 
Where ch anges were made, th ey consisted 
either in removal of th e French word " ILLY­
RIE" or, in a few cases in adding an "N" to 
th at word , transfo rming it in this way in th e 
German word "ILLYRIE N ." The post­
marks wi th th e " P.P." or " DEB." indica tion, 
were, as not in conformity w ith th e Austrian 
postal system, generally not re-used or only 
afte r r emoval of th e offending indications. 

The overwhelming majority of all post­
marks used after 1818 were new ly created 
ones. The greatest variety of types appear 
and it is not easy to bring them into a suit­
able sys tem, as it is sometimes quite difficult 
to distinguish between central, regional and 
local types. The decree which introduced 
postmarks generally left th e postmasters a 
CSte:rnber9 
1:!>8 139 

Fig. 138, 1 39. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless straight line pos tmarks in text type . 
LLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXVI JI, NO. 3 
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\ZARAI (MONF ALCONE) I THUR.OC2. I 
I tr I 

14-0 

(STAA@ I Sabaria. 
1Lt3 

llr4-

lzsAMB~TH.i 
Jlt7 

142. 

" PO SO RITZ I K.K.G. A.P. GoRzl 

r 
MAR OS 
VA.SAR 
HELY 

J 

14-8 

14-5 
llrS 

SAUR IT SCH 
IN UNTERSTEIERMARK. 

l't-9 

\szEGSZARLi I 1 cH. ~I I~ I 
ISO JSI 152 

Fi g. 140 to 152. l 9TH CENTURY POSTMARKS, Dateless postmarks with rectangul ar 
frames. 

lvoLKERMARKT~ (LPRIVITZJ) I GRUNBERG) 
153 15't-

155 

~ lli~~J?rJ .... ---~.: +++++++-1-+++ol-

l SIOFOK{ +BANH A LMAt 
.... -.c>ec.,...c;:i...< ++++-1-++++++++ 

156 157 158 159 

•>-·· .. ,.. ....... -41-••.•.•• ...(• 

l~I lSzegedinl ~ • ,. ....... + .. ······-II-······· 
IGO 161 162 

Fig. l 53 to 162. l 9TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Date less postmarks with ornamented 
rectangular frames. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. 3 .205 



AUST R IA-PRE-STAM P P OSTMARKS 
9 {foTHELSTEI~ (SCHEIBBS) 
164- IGS 

/63 

IGS 
107 

W~IS Kl~(: HEN 
tn~. 

IG9 110 

112. 173 

115 176 

(Palernion) 
168 

GR:GORICZK 
INCROATIEN 

1.71 

17 4-

177 

~ 
178 119 180 

Fi g. 163 to 180. l 9TH CENTU RY POSTMARKS. Date less postmarks with ova l frames, 
town name in Roman type. 
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@3 
181 18?> 

I 82. 

%@n ~ @ 
I Sit 185 ISG 

(reuhaus) ~ @~ 
187 188 109 

Fig. l 8 1 to 18 9 . l 9TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless postmarks with oval frames , 
town name in Roman ita lic or script type , 

free hand rega rding th e type of postm ark 
th ey should use, w hen only th e name of the 
pos t offi ce was properly included. The varie­
ty would have been still g reater th an it was, 
had not seve ral Provincial Postal Admini st ra­
tions made efforts for simil a rity by providing 
samples of suitable postm arks or providing 
postm arks th emselves. It even seems th Jt 
some stubborn postm as ter s, w ho did not com­
ply w ith th e regul ations, go t a pos tm ark de­
live red w ithout request with th e costs ch arged 
to th eir accounts. Only a relatively small 
number of pos tm as te rs went entirely their 
own ways and created postm arks in speci al 
des igns, which we re un iqu e and distingui shed 
th emselves from th ose of all other post offices 
by shape, o rn aments or special inscript10ns. 
Mos t of th e postm as ters chose easier ways, 
in eithe r o rd ering th e postm a rks through th e 
P rovincial P os tal A dmini stration or h aving 
some engrave r copy th e postm ark of anoth er 
post office w hich they found suitable. This 
accounts probably for the fac t th at sometimes 
w idely separated post offices had simila r post-

ma rks o r th at fo reign postm arks we re ob­
viously t aken as samples. 

T he dec ree of November 18, 1817 o rd ered 
th e int roduction of postm arks " immedi ately, 
but not later th an from J anu ary 1, 1818" 
and th e first new postm arks can be fo und as 
early as th e las t weeks of 1817. The order 
was this tim e quite quickly obeyed and it can 
be supposed th at already at th e end of 1818 
most post offi ces and a large pa rt of the let­
ter collecting agencies used postm arks. 

The earliest genernlly introduced postmark s 
-all making th eir appea rance simultaneously 
in 1818-w ere straight lin e ones-mostly in 
R oman capitals-and such w ith rec tangular 
or oval framrs, th e oval types being th e most 
fr equ ent, with orn aments as w ell as w ithout. 

The st raight lin e postmarks were undoubt­
edly to a large extent centrally made, bu t 
also provid ed in part region ally or locally, 
usually w ith out giving sufficient ch ar ac teris­
tics to ass ign th em to one of these th ree 
groups. But th e re is r eason to bel ieve th at 
centrally only stra ight lines wi th R oman capi-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB P HILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, N O. 3 .2 07 
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190 

CT· .il:Z, ·MIKL o .SJ 
191 

193 194-

.~··-··- .... , 
(WIEN) ·, .. ··- .. ·-··-

197 198 
196 

200 

203 

,,,,. .. <.o<<..c<<.C< ... -<-<<""t 
"If......,- T't 

(PARDYBITZ} 
"""~>> >>>>">'>>;.'>'>°:P'"'-,.., .. 

207 

FREYBERG 
IN M.RiHREN 

201 

2.0lt 205 

208 

19 2. 

195 

202 

2.06 

······· .... 
(~~· ·· ... } . .. ··. .•" ·············· 

209 

Fig. 190 to 209. l 9TH CENTU RY POST MARKS. Dateless postmarks with ornamented ova l 
frames. 
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~~~ ~ 212 2I~ 2.10 
2. I I 

~ 
2. I S 

2.16 ::::::::;..-'t • r--::::::; ..- • -......::: 

GR~~K ~ T~~.~U ~ 

~~~ 
2.20 

221 22.2. 22.3 

~ ~ 
22.lt-

~C""5 

SCHEMNITZ • 
2.25 226 ~c/3 

227 228 
KLEIN 

~ EI?.~'i8 
BECSKEREK 
~ 

230 22.9 
232 

231 

233 
234- 235 

· ~ 

BRZEZAN ~ 
238 

236 
237 

239 24-0 24-f 

Fig. 21 O to 241 . l 9TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless ornamented postmarks with oval 
frames, town name in Roman type. 
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2 4-2 
2 4'3 

2'1-5 

252. 

255 

~·~ 
KLEIN -

.BECSKEREK 
~!'~~ ...._ -_,,,,...,. 

250 

253 

256 

2 4-8 

251 

254-

257 

Fig. 242 to 257. l 9 TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. 
frames, town name in Roman italic or script type. 

Dateless o rnamented postmarks with oval 
t al letters were provided, while those in other 
types of lettering were mostly provided lo­
cally, probably some regionally. A g reat va­
riety in size and char ac ter of the letter s makes 
th e stra ight line postmarks, w hich seem the 
leas t attr ac tive ones, neve rtheless a r a th er 
interes ting field. 

Not too numerous we re th e pos tm arks with 
rectangular frames. They can be found at 
post offices sca ttered throughout all provinces, 
but w ith a bit he av ier concentr ation in th e 
Italian speaking sou th ern provinces; this fac t 
·sugges ts region al o rigi n. In mos t other cases 
210 THE CO
• 
th ey were probably locally provided, although 
simila rity in th eir appearance, especially of 
those used at large r post offices, sugges ts th at 
postmarks of this type we re cen tr ally manu­
fac tured. They all had the inscriptions in 
R oman capital letters and it is safe to as­
sume that those with other types of letter­
in g are of local make. 

The larges t and most diversified group 
among th e postmarks, ar isi ng in 1818, were 
those w ith oval frames. The postmarks of 
this type w ithout ornaments can be found in 
all provinces, w ith the town name in Roman 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXVIII, NO. J. 
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.... ~. 
258 260 

259 

c'R.DSNAU 
2.G I 262. 

- • 263 26't- 265 

Fi g. 258 to 265. l 9TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless postmarks in negative type . 
capitals o r, much less frequently in sc ript 
letters. Of those with Rom an capita l let­
ters a large r perce ntage can be found in D al­
mati a, sugges ting regional manufacture. The 
others were partly centrally, partly locally 
provided; among the latter belong also all 
ovals w ith in sc ription s in other lettering. Th e 
ova ls wit'h o rn aments show a g reat number 
of typeS:- w hich differ not only in the sh~pe of 
th e o rn aments but also in their size and in 
th e characte r of the town name. But among 
them are quite la rge groups of undoubtedly 
central or regional origin. One of them , 
w ith a ga rl and above and a differently shaped 
o rn ament below th e town name, seems to be 
a centr ally manufactured type, but with a 
distinct regional character. Almost all post­
m ark s of this type were used in Lower Aus­
tri a, wi th a sp rinkling in several other prov­
inces, but not in all. A simil ar la rge group 
has a dot on top and below th e town n ame, 
" ·ith more or less curved lines to the lef t 
and right of th ese dots. It seems also to be 
a cent ra lly manufactured type, but as it was 
used almost exclusively in Hungary , includ­
ing Croati a-S lavoni a, it has also a somewhat 
regional cha racte r ; similar types used in 
other provinces seem to be of local origin. 
These two la rgest groups of ornamented oval 
postmarks alw ays have th e town name in 
Rom an capital lette r s. Another less frequent 
TH E COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXVl ll, 
type, probably also centr ally provided , shows 
only more or less curved lines as ornaments 
and comes with Rom an capital or script let­
ters. In Galicia, a region al type of ovals 
showed wavy lines or similar ornaments 
above and below the town name, which is in 
Rom an capitals. A regional type of ovals, 
used in Southern Hungary ·ofily, has the town 
name in italics or sc ript letters, with various 
sh aped ornaments above and below the town 
name. All other oval type s. with a g re at 
variety of ornaments, including posthorns, are 
local types and can be found from widely 
sepa rated post offices in all provinces. 

Among the most attrac tive pre-stamp post­
ma rks, for which th ere is no par allel in other 
countries, belong th e negative postmarks, 
which can only be found in Hungary and 
Transylvania, as exception also in Galicia. 
In Transylv ani a, they were obviously a reg­
ion al type, as beginning 1818 a large number 
of post offices had this impractical, never 
clearly readable type of postmark, showing 
the town name in it alics (in a few cases in 
Rom an capitals) in a small box with rounded 
co rn ers and a double border line. In Hun­
ga ry a number of negative postmarks, all of 
larger size, rect angular or oval, were used 
beginning in 181 8, a t sca ttered post offices and 
in all probability were locally made. 
NO. 3 2II 
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KLATTAU JCEREPES/ EPERI'E.S 
\D.I' 

~ 2GB 2.66 
267 

............. , ..... ,,, ............ ,. ~ ~ 
BATTASZEK SZENTES WIEN 

~ u . .......... . ..................... 

2G9 

~ 
GYONGYOS 

~ 
2 7 2 

2. 7 '+ 

2.70 

275 

~ 

~ 
fUNFKIRCHEN. 
~ 

2.73 

2 7 1 

2.76 

Fig. 266 to 276. l 9T H CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless ornamented straight line postmarks. 
In th e fir st twenty yea rs af ter 181 8 th ere 
we re few fund amental changes. The main 
types of stra ight lin e, r ectangula r and oval 
postm arks as introduced in 181 8 we re pro­
cured , when th e need for new postm a rks oc­
cur red , but th e ornamented ovals became less 
and less frequent and seem not to h ave been 
proCL! red after th e end of th e T wenties . The 
s tra ight line postm a rks became mo re and 
more prominent , with a liberal sprinkling 
of unorn amented oval and rect angul ar types . 
Aside f rom this, th e f ancies t types of all pre­
s tamp post marks arose during this pe riod, 
all locally produced and mos tly un iqu e in 
co mposition, lettering and orn aments. Many 
of th ese postm arks show fr ames of va r ious 
shape, composed of small orn aments; they 
show ga rl and s, posth orn s, st ars, rose ttes and 
simil a r devices, making th em th e most at-
212 THE COL
trac tive among th e pre-st amp postm arks of 
Austri a. 

Most of th e pos tm arks of th e pe riod be­
tween 1818 and I 838 had no da te in dica tion. 
But a number of post offices, especially la rge r 
ones, but also some qu ite small ones, st a rted 
to use new locally made postm a rks w ith 
date indicati ons as early as 1818. M any of 
th em also showed th e vea r date and were 
probably in A uenced in thi s r ega rd by fo reign 
postm arks; but quite of ten th e in dication of 
th e yea r date was aboli shed after a few 
years, probably because th e postm as te r did 
not both er a t th e change of th e yea r to pro­
vide th e prope r types fo r th e new yea r da te. 
There a re cases kn own where postmarks w ith 
an entirely w rong yea r da te, fo r example 
18+0 instead of 1850, we re used fo r a long 
period, because th e pos tm as ter obviously did 
LECTORS CLU B PH I LAT ELI ST, VOL . XXVlll, NO. 3 
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277 

~ 
MEZOKOVESD 

""=?' 
181 

284 

£:' £:" ~ ~ 
'l.J TOLNA r'1_ 
;:3,3~ ~ 

2 87 

290 

293 

<PODERSAM> 
278 

( PRIMIERO) 

(MOOR) 
279 

280 

~~111(. 

NEUSTADT 
282 2.83 

J\\1110\I I !I 11111w•Ii1Uiill!I II llOUUllllll 11"U• I•"'" I 1• 1•11•$, 

(GoRARosczycKA) 
~~"lllllHl hlUh II hi I UI llfH!l lltll IUIJlljl!llll' I< Ill\ li•I 11'11 lfOUl 

285 2BG 

288 

289 

291 
292 

29lt- 295 

Fig. 277 to 295. l 9TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless postmarks with odd-shaped frames. 
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297 
296 298 

299 0 
300 

302. 

301 
303 

Fig. 296 to 303. 
shaped frames . 

l 9TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless ornamented postmarks with odd -

7 OCT: Juli2 20.0ktober 16.APR. 
304- 305 306 307 

22 CB {j. c/dn. 6'. ~ctrl> -7 '1.o~emb. 9 
"308 309 310 311 "312 

Fig. 304 to 312. 
less postmarks. 

l 9TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Da te postmarks, used in addition to date-

18 ~43 
5 

313 

31 December 1839 
3 I 4-

16.Jann. 
1849 

315 

Fig. 313 to 315. l 9TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Date postmarks with year date , used in 
addition to dateless postmarks. 
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JI.EXP. Iv.EXP. 
~16 3 17 

Fi g. 3 16, 3 17 . l 9TH CENTURY POST­
MARKS. Ma iling indicat ion postmarks, used 
in addi tion to dated postmarks. 

not have th e co rrect one. In th e T hi r ties, 
th e General P ost al Administra t ion st arted 
to promote incl usion of th e rla t e in th e post­
ma rks and a numbe r of such centr ally m ade 
postm a rks we re provid ed to la rge post offices 
and in a few cases also to small er ones. 
This policy was gener ally adopted in 1838 
and since th en th e centrally made pos tma rks 
all had a da te indication. Neve rtheless, 
several yea rs la te r some cent ra lly made date­
less postmark s were provided for new post 
offices, beca use th e es t ablishment of th ese 
post offices had been decid ed yea rs befo re 
and th e necessa ry postm arks ord ered. When 
th e opening of the post office was th en de­
layed , it frequ ently st a rted upon its actu al 
opening with an outmod ed postm ark. The 
lates t kn o":n case of a new pos t office using 
at its opening a dateless postm a rk is from 
1845; all pos t offices which opened la te r r e­
ce ived da ted pos tm arks w ithout exception, as 
d id the g reat majo rity of all new pos t offices 
si nce 1838. 

The fi rst dat er! postmar ks were provid ed 
centra lly and showed th e town name in one 
line and th e date-day and month- in a sec­
ond one. T he fi r st postm arks of this kind, 
in 1838, had th e town name in script let­
t ers ; oth ers with th e town name in R oman 
or it alic capitals appeared only a few month s 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILA TEL IST, VOL. XXVTll, 
late r in 1839. All three kind s of these post­
marks had th e date eithe r in R oman or in 
italic capitals, neve r in sc ript letters. This 
type of postm ark was provided to all new 
post offices until 1846, but afte r 1841 , no 
more postm arks in sc ript type were centrally 
provided. Since 1845 only postm a rks in 
Roman capitals we re provid ed and th e use 
of italics was also abolished. 

Alth ough th e centr ally provid ed postm arks 
showed date indications as ea rly as 1838, 
only by May 1, 1839 was th e inclusion of th e 
d ate in all postmark s generally orde red. It 
was permitted to add the date in manuscript 
to th e old dateless postm arks and a number 
of pos t offices did so until th e end of th e pre­
st amp period, a few even w hen they cancelled 
st amps. O th er post offices procured separa te 
da te handstam ps, w ith th e name of the month 
eith er in lette rs o r in fig ures, some also w ith 
yea r da te. They add ed them to th e post­
marks, in stamping th em se parately on the 
letters, usually nea r th e town postm ark. A 
number of post offices joined th eir old post­
ma rk w ith a date device and in this way cre­
ated da ted postm arks, w hich sometimes, es­
pecially wh en using str aight lines, closely re­
semble th e centr ally made dated postm arks. 
But a g re a t number of post offices provided 
locally new dated postm arks simil a r to th ose 
centr ally provid ed. Some of th em came in 
more or less fa ncy types similar to those prior 
to 1839, but wi th date indica tion, thus making 
th e fie ld even more colorful. Sometimes 
they show simila rities, w hich might be ac­
co unted fo r by regional manu fac ture. The 
str aight lines in mixed lette rs, some of th em 
including th e year date, as w ell as a l a rger 
number of postm a rks with th e date in fig­
ures only, a ll of which a re mainly fo und in 
Bohemi a, w ere probably such regional types. 
v.MIES .. 
4.IAN: 

vNEl!GEDEIN. 
24. Sept: 

V.KRONST AD T 
17 . Octobe r 822 

320 
3 18 

319 

_ , __ _ 
Fig. 3 18 to 320. l 9TH CENTU RY POSTMARKS. Dated straight line postmarks wi th " V." 
before the town name . 
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AUSTRIA-PRE-STAMP POSTMAR KS 
Several other regional types made their ap­
pearance in 1839. A few str aight-line post­
marks, in R oman capitals wi th yea r date, 
closely resembling the contemporary Bavarian 
postmarks (where they were introduced in 
the Twenties) appeared in Upper Austri a 
216 THE C
and Salzburg ea rly in the Thirti es. They 
became a regional type in 1 839 and a 
large percentage of post offices in the two 
provinces was provided w ith th ese character­
istic postmarks with yea r date. In Galicia 
and Bucov in a a sim il ar development oc-
26. JUN. SAURITSCH 
21.MAl UNTERDRAUBURG 

SAAR 
:17. JAN. 

321 322 

BUDA 
AUG.10. NEUSOHL ~ JMi-

3 2 It 

PLAN. 
6 May. 

327 

EI SEN.B: 
B:TRUB AU 

11:r.MAI 
330 

B:LEIPPA;~ 
333 

Laib a ch 
2¥.AllG. 

33G 

"325 

S. VE IT, 25. MAR. 
3 2 8 

EISENB: 
HO HEN STADT 

26.MAR. 
331 

ELBOGEN. 
17 -10 
334-

Miirzhofen 
15.JULI 

33 7 

3 2 3 

OBER 
GRAFENDORF 

2. AUG. 
32G 

ZWITTAU 
2~ ·!IM 

3 2 9 

ALBA;i 
332 

RZESZOW 
111/ 9 

335 

Sehr ems 
i: Mar. 

3 3B 

Muhlhausen, 
am9~t\,~,. 

PotJshatek z -
12, 

339 3ltO 

Fig. 321 to 340. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dated straight line postmarks in Roma n type . 
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WALL. 21. AUG. THElfSING. 
7. MAL MESERITSCH FRANKENBllRG JUL./41 

3 4-1 
342 3 4- 3 

NEU.DEK CARLSBAD. 
5. JAN. K.RONSTA.DT Dee.22 13 Nove: 

31+-lf. "3 4-5 
3 lf.6 

NEUPACKA. WISCH./l.U 
Goldenliru n n 31 fl5.Mai - 30· 6 M. 

34-7 10 34-9 
31t8 

STJEYilt 
~ 20.AU&. 

~lki: 350 
18.FEB. 

20/ 4 351 ~a 
~ 

35.2 

21.MAG? 
353 15 

~eu~o.u,5 7 

!iava 2 <J:C 9 9 
35 4- 3 5 5" 

35"6 

Fig . 341 to 356. 19T H CENTURY POSTM ARKS. Da ted straight line postmarks in Roman 
italic , scrip or text type . 
curred , when around 1830 a few dated post­
marks w ith a curved town name appea red , 
w hich became a region al type in 1839, w hich 
was used by a large percentage of post offices 
in both provinces. In T yrol and Vo rarlbe rg 
also a new regional type of postm ark ap­
pea red in th e fo rm of la rge double circles, 
w ith o r w ithout orn aments, all with th e date 
( month in letters) in th e cente r. These 
were, as ide f rom ve ry few locally made types , 
th e fi rst double circle postm arks used in Aus­
tri a and probably influenced th e later gene ral 
adop tion of circula r postm arks. A few oth er 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B P H ILATE LIST , VO L. XXV I!l, 
locally manufactured double circle postmarks 
appea red also in oth er provinces . 

The r eg ion al ty pes for U pper Austri a, 
Salz burg, Tyrol, Vo ra rlbe rg as we ll as Ga­
licia and Bucovin a we re all procured only 
fo r a few yea rs and no new ones appeared 
afte r 1842, except fo r a few "delayed" ap­
pearances. The influence of th e G ener a l 
P ost al Admini stra tion on the procurement of 
postm ark s always became stronge r and th e 
centr ally provid ed types of postm arks gain ed 
more and more prominence. This became 
especially apparent w hen a new ch ange in 
NO. 3 217 
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MATTIGHOFEN 
5.MAR.184 2,. 

LAMBACH 
8JUN1844'X 

CZERNOWITZ 

4 Jul. 852 
357 

358 359 

0.P.A.GRATZ. •WELS@J>KLA.TTAU 
26. 0 CT.1833 5 JUL.1844 3.Juni1838 

360 36 1 .362 

EF'ERDING 
s .Jflfi. 18 49 

CLAUSENBURG 
i~.811'2 

Jessenitz, 
~en 21. S'Q.net' 1859 

365 
363 364-

I I 

ERSEKUJVAR. Bi-elI·t., M~WASAR 
Bl ~ XXV. MR..RTZ 

853 
RAAB 

22. Fe:b: 1849 MDCCCXXII 
IEl1!1 367 3G8 

366 

3 -o-
6 
369 

Tabor RUMBURG ~ 
am 27 Gt~tim'ber 847 Q6 - 7 ® 184Q ~ Ma:r. 18lt:2 

370 37 I 372 

Fig. 357 to 372. l 9TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dated straight line postmarks with year date. 
·- - - -- , -

~1Sl(0 ~i'tERCZEB~ ~~Clio~ ~~ ( ~EUS OHL) '4 7 3 NOW JUN. 11. 
373 37'+ z 

J15 

$TRY 
·\)."t· OST ~-1 ~ 23 ~f\I>OWic~ ~ 6 b 18 - 18 10 't6 18 54-0 18 1233 2 9 APR 8~5 

37b 377 378 379 

Fig. 37 3 to 379. l 9TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dated curved postmarks. 
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the policy of the General Postal Administra­
tion made double circle postmai·k s, with the 
town name at top, a branch-like ornament at 
bottom and the date in figures in the center, 
the only central type provided hitherto. The 
first postmarks of this type appeared in the 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIIT, 
middle of 1846 and they were the only cen­
trally manufactured type until the middle of 
I 849, when this type was replaced by a simi­
lar double circle type, which had a star in­
stead of the ornament at bottom. Until a 
few months before the end of the pre-stamp 
CILLI 
4:.MAI 

380 

BILIN 
17. NOV: .38 

KOSTJAN 
SEP~ 29 

381 

ASCH 
IN BOEHMEN 

31.Dec. 41t 

385 

B:LEIPPA 
6 Nov. 

38 2. 
383 

PRAG 
Alt: 6.APri1S51 

f'p'ftA(i'l 
~ zo.April Sat~ 
f't1u11 1u u11e 1u1u 11 1111111 11' 

38G 3 87 

ASCH 
11. Jan. 29. 

ZENG-G 
15Jul: 18 !t6 SAAZ 

lO·MAl815 

l 388 389 3 90 I 
Fig . 380 to 390. l 9TH CENTURY POST MARKS. Dated postmarks with rectangular frames. 

3 9 1 
392. 

TYRNAU 
7. MAY183q. 

3 9 5 

393 

39G 3 9 7 

Fig. 391 to 397. l 9TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dated postmarks with oval frames. 
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'1~A7';: 

Boo.H 
~ 

4-o'r 4-0 fi 4-oG tro7 

fi2 (I) 25 ° ti:l - t: 

~ 
Ltoe Lt o9 4-10 If.II 

~&. 
~SB~ ~~D4 

~ 26 txl "100'& m ~ - ;;,;;. 1 ~ 5 ~ 
~ ~ 

4-1 2. 4-13 If.I Ir 't-15 

·c N .!j 

~~~ NOV. '>:' 
~ ·~ 

l.f-16 Lt-17 lf.18 lt-19 

lt2. I 422. 

Fig. 404 to 422. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dated double circle postmarks . 
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A U STRI A- P RE- STA MP P OS TMA R K S 
.\) I '/'> 
<V~ ;) ~~ 
j Jann~ ~ ... .... ~ .... ... ... .. .. ... 'f::. 

398 
29. MAI 

Ito o 

3. G IU. 818 
ltOI 'r02.. 4-03 

Fig. 398 to 403 . 19TH CENTU RY POST MARKS. Dated odd- shaped postma rks. 

4-2. 3 !t 2.1.r '+ l~ 4-2. 6 

~~ie,.,r~ ~~R-0 

~WJJ~ kl~~ ~APR .. ~ 
1811'\ Js 1t1 

'r2 7 428 lf.2.9 't.30 

Fig. 423 to 430. 19TH CENTURY POST MARKS. Dated doubl e circle pos tmarks w ith year da te . 
period th ese double circles w ith st a r at bot­
tom we re ass igned to all newly opened post 
offices. 

The las t centr ally prov ided type, which 
appeared only a few weeks befo re the end of 
th e pre-st amp pe riod was the single circle 
postmark, wi th th e town name at top and th e 
· THE COLLECT ORS CLU B PH ILATELIST, VOL . XXV III, 
date ( month in letter s) in th e cente r. Only 
a few large post offices r eceived such single 
circl e postm a rks and th ey are generally hard 
to fi nd on pre-s t amp covers. A few oth er la rge 
post offices at the same time became simil a r 
postm arks, but w ith octagonal fr ame and 
date ( in fig ures) in th e center. A few lo-
' 0. 3 2 21 



AUSTRIA-PRE-STAMP POSTMARKS 
SZJGETHVAR 
18#6. 

4-3 1 

4- 3 2. 

Fig. 431 to 435 . 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dated single circle postmar ks. 

.BAADEN. 
2.EXP. 13.JUNI. 

~\\Ao 
4 
IT 
2 u. 
'+37 

Fig. 436, 437. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dated postmarks with mailing indication . 
cally provid ed single circle postmarks, all 
with year d ate , exis ted even a few yea rs ear­
li er , probably cop ied from foreign examples. 

During the l as t yea rs of th e pre-stamp 
period a few ship postmarks m ade th eir ap­
pearance. They were not used on the ships 
th emselves, but a t the port of a rriv al and 
indica ted the origin of the letter. The in­
troduction of such ship postmarks was or­
dered as early as in 1830, but ac tu ally they 
can be fou nd only much la te r. Straight line 
types without da te, wi th Itali an inscr ipt ions, 
were used. 

For th e newspapers de livered through th e 
mails, sepa r ate P ostal Newspap er Agencies 
(Z eitungs-Post-Expedition ) existed in th e 
large towns, "'·hich used special postmarks 
, ,·ith approp ri a te inscrip tions. As th ey can 
222 THE CO
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Fig. 438 . 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. 
Sh ip postmark, used at arrival port. 

only be fo und on newspape r s and not on let­
ters, they do not need to be discussed in this 
monog ra ph . 

When the pre-s t amp period ended on May 
31, 1850, a very la rge variety of postma rks, 
including almost all different types c reated 
s in ce 181 8, with and without date , we re in 
use and were carried over to th t> pe riod of 
postage stamps . 
(To be concluded.) 
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Supplementary Notes and 
Comment On the Cen­
tenary Handbook of 1942 

''100 YEARS A GO '' 

By ELLIOTT PERRY 

(All rights reserved by Elliott Perry. ) 
( PART 111) 

(Continued from April.) 

City Despatch Post 
2 Cents Red 

Comment on this alleged New York car-
1"ier stamp will be found on pages 54-56 of 
" 100 Years Ago." Further investigation has 
uncovered some interesting facts but nothing 
to substantiate Luff's claim that this 2c red 
belongs among the ' ew York carrier stamps 
and that it was " the successor of the United 
States City Despatch Post."* 

After the latter service was discontinued 
by th e Postmaster General late in November 
1846, for several months or perhaps a year 
letter ca rriers who had worked for it con­
tinued simil a r delivery service as a private 
post call ed the Post Office City Despatch. 
The possibility exists that this crude 2c red 
ad hesive was hastily prepared for use until 
the value of the subjects on the City Des­
patch Post plate had been ch anged from 
"TH RE E" to "TWO" and a supply of those 
engraved TWO CENTS stamps from that 

* Thi s misinformation from page 23 1 of Luff' s book 
is st ill being printed. It appears again on page 247 

.o f the 1949 edition of Scott's United States Stamp 
Cata I ogue Specia I ized. 
·THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXV!ll, N
plate had been obtained. In this case the 2c 
red would have followed, and to that extent 
have succeeded, the stamps of the United 
States City Despatch Post, but that would not 
make them official carrier stamps. 

Another possibility is that the 2c red was 
not issued in December 1846, but was printed 
for a later proprietor of the post after the 
TWO CENTS plate became too worn for 
se rvice. The indicated date may be as late 
as 1853. Unless or until more reliable evi­
dence is available the date of use of the 2c 
red, or the identity of the post which issued 
it , can only be surmised. 

The stamps are readily divided into two 
groups . Some copies are fairly bright red on 
white paper which is only slightly yellowish. 
Other copies appear duller and browner and 
the paper is less white, as if, perhaps, they 
were from a small block or lot which had 
been in a damp pl ace and became mildewed. 
Some of these dull brownish copies h ave been 
affixed to covers and " tied " with a hand­
st amped PAID which, in a manner of speak­
ing, is no relation of Caesar's wife. 

That is to say, with intent to make these 
City Despatch Post 2 cents stamps appear to 
be United States ca rrier stamps, they were 
affixed to covers which had been mailed and 
postmarked long before, and particularly to 
cove rs which showed the "NEW-YORK-
O. 3 223 



100 YEARS Aco 
2cts" drop letter marking beca.use th at hand­
stamp was supposed to show delivery by Uni­
ted States letter carrier. 

The pair and six singles which are illus-
THE. CO
lrated include all but one of the copies which 
have been recorded. Figures 57, 59, 60, 61 

and 63 are from photographs in the Pat Para­
graphs archives. 
Figure 57-0ctober ( 1845-1850 ) 
Brownish red stamp cancelled with a 
cu rved Paid in red similar to the red PAID 
J.
which was handstamped on prepaid mail at 
the New York post office. 
Figure 58-March 17 , ( 1846-1851 ) 
Bright red st amp with pencancellation 
, .,·hich is believed to be authent ic. The un­
dersize white envelope and conten ts were a 
prepaid 2c drop letter. From the Sidney A. 
Hessel collection. 
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roo YEARS Aco 
Figure 59 

This vertical pair is uncancelled and is the 
only pair or other multiple piece which has 
been recorded. 

Figure 60 

Uncancelled single, evidently from the top 
row of a sheet and showing part of the stamp 
next below. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, N
Figure 61 

Bright red single with manuscri~t cancella­
tion which is believed to be authentic. 

Figure 62 

Brownish red single on a cover to which it 
is tied by a red PAID. Illustrated by courte­
sy of Conrad S. Ham. 
O

Memo 

Material is still needed to make the 
story more complete. For this purpose Mr. 
Perry desires to borrow (with privilege of 
photographing) U. S. City Despatch Post 
stamps and TWO CENTS City Despatch 
Post stamps, used or unused, on or off 
covers, whether in fine, fair or poor con­
dition, and will be glad to accord full 
credit. Anyone having Scott Nos. 6LB1 to 
6LB8 or 40L2 to 40L8 should write to 
him at Box 333, Westfield, New Jersey. 
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JOO YEARS AGO 
Figure 63 

Bright red single, evidently from the top 
row of a sheet and showing a bit of the stamp 
next at right. Very lightly cancelled in pen­
cil, if at all. 

Figure 64 

Bright red single with manuscript cancel­
lation. Illustration by courtesy of Gene Cos­
tales and Harmer, Rooke & Co. 

(To be Continued.) 
BOOK REVIEWS 

L e Service Postal Dans L'lstlzme De Suez 
Pendant Les Travaux De Creusement Du 
Canal D e 1859 A r869. With 13 illustra­
tions and a map. 11 pages. By M. Jean 
Boulad , F. R. P . S. L. Cairo, 1948. 

The Stamps of The Suez Canal Company. 
27 pages, with 16 illustrations. By Jean Bou­
lad, F. R. P. S. L. Cairo, 1948. 

A traveller passing Alexandria or Port 
Said seldom escapes being offered by so-called 
stamp dealers "guaranteed genuine Suez 
Canal stamps." If he is no real philatelist, 
the said "dealers" do good business. If, 
however, he is more critical he will know 
that really genuine copies of these four 
famous stamps are almost only to be found 
in the stocks of reliable stamp houses in Lon­
don or New York, sometimes also in Alex­
andria itself , and he will more or less politely 
decline the offer. 

But the interested collector will find that 
literature about these Suez Canal Company 
stamps is deplorably scanty, that neither the 
philatelic periodicals nor the handbooks give 
sufficient information. We must, conse­
quently, welcome the two publications by M. 
THE CO
Boulad, in which he has set forth all this 
valuable and interesting information. This 
work is the result of the combined efforts of 
the author, the brothers L. N. & M. Wil­
liams, Lt. Col. G. R. Worthington Wilmer 
and Ibrahim Chaftar Bey. 

It is here that we read for the first time 
about the coming into existence of a set of 
four stamps which was in use only from the 
beginning of July to August 16, 1868. 

Regarding the 1 , 5, and 40 centimes de­
nominations, the researcher discovered that 
the transfer to the printing stone was done in 
blocks of four so that we can find four minor 
types of each of these values occurring regu­
larly on the whole sheet of 120 stamps. 
Strangely enough the 20 centimes was done 
by transfering a single design. As some full 
sheets of it still exist, a description of the 
individual copies was comparatively easy. 

Excellent enlarged photos and charts enable 
the reader to grasp all the intricate details of 
the description. In addition , the author suc­
ceeded in giving the full story of these stamps, 
the postmarks, and even promises to publish 
further, more of his admirable research work. 

P. P. L indenberg 
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ARTHUR W. DEAS 
On April 20, 19-1-9 , at th e beginning of the 

meeting, th e Club, through President Rich­
ard S. Bohn, honored Arthur W. Deas by a 
short well-spoken tribute and th en presented 
him with this sc roll reading :-

R esolution passed by th e Board of Gov­
ernors at th e m ee ting held January 
26th , 1949:-

Tf/ hereas, Arthur W ellington D eas, be­
loved by all, has served Th e Collectors 
Club as a Governor ( 1933-1949) , Presi­
dent ( 1937- 1942), Vice-President ( 1934-
1936), S ecretary ( 1935- 1936) and S ecre­
tary-Treasurer ( 1934), and has maintained 
an active inter est in th e w elfare of Th e 
Collectors Club for a period of twenty-one 
yrars. 

B e it R esolved that he is unanimously 
elected Ho11orary Life M ember of the 
Board of Governors. 

R. J. MECHIN and 
ALEX A. COHEN 

As already announced in The Collectors 
C lub N ewsletter, an annual award for the 
LI. s. PRICE LIST 
OUR 68 PAGE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLUDES : 

Confederate Issues 
U. S. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of U. S. Plate 

Number Blocks 
Your Wan t Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers 

Wil l Be Appreciated . 

JOHN A. FOX 
11 6 NASSAU S TREET, N . Y. C., 7, NEW YoR·K 
T H E COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVlll, N
top article published in the Collectors Club 
Philatelist had been stipul ated by the Board 
of Governors. Each year , the author of the 
best a rticle, selected by an Award Committee 
appointed by the Presid ent of the Club, is to 
be presented with a medal, most suitable as 
a constant reminder of this well earned 
honor. 

The 1948 aw ard winner was R . ]. M echin 
of New York, N. Y. and Alex A. Coh en of 
San Jose, Costa Rica who collaborated upon 
the study entitled " Costa Rica, Th e First 
Postage Stamps of 1863 ." 

DR. HERBERT MUNK 
Because of his outstanding labors and 

learned contributions to philately, Dr. H er­
bert Munk of Lugano, Switzerland, was 
made an Honorary Life Member of The Col­
lectors Club at the May 1949 meeting of the 
Board of Governors. Dr. Munk's foremost 
achievement is the editing and compiling of 
the famous "Kohl Handbooks" to which The 
Collectors Club has always been proud to 
have the exclusive rights for their re-pub­
lication in English translations. 
O. 3 227 



POSTAL STATION ERY 
We list below what we can furnish in postal stationery of the United States 

Possessions, and the Hawaiian I s lands. We have too few of the Possessions in used 
condition to list these. On the Hawaiian Islands, please u se our numbers when 
ordering: 

Ent. Cu t. Ent. Cut. E nt. Cu t. Ent. Cut. 

CUBA U3 3.75 3.50 U23 2.75 2.50 W2 4.25 4.00 

Ul .55 .40 U4 1.00 .90 U24 1.50 1.35 W 3 4.50 4.25 

U2 .45 .40 U5 3.75 3.50 U25 2.75 2.50 W4 .12 .so 
U3 .30 .25 U6 1.35 1.25 U26 10.00 
U4 .35 .30 U7 3.00 2.75 U27 S.00 7.50 PORTO RICO 
U5 2.26 us .30 .25 U29 14.00 
U6 2.25 2.00 U9 1.10 1.00 U30 .05 .04 Ul 1.75 1.65 
U7 5.60 UlO 1.10 1.00 U31 .S5 .76 U2 2.00 1.90 
us .35 .25 Ull .90 .so U32 .40 .38 U3 .32 .30 
U9 .15 .12 U12 5.00 4.75 U33 .48 .46 U4 .90 .80 
UlO .16 .13 U13 1.50 1.40 U34 3.00 2.SO U7 (used ) 27 .50 
U13 .lS .14 U14 S.50 7.50 U35 .06 .05 U8(used) 32.50 
U14 .26 .20 U15 1.50 1.40 U36 .50 .48 UlO 9.00 
U17 .40 .38 U16 5.00 4.75 U37 .55 .52 Ull .50 .4S Wl .25 .22 U17 .50 .40 U3S .55 .52 U14 .S5 .76 W2 1.00 U18 1.35 U 39 2.76 2.50 U15 4.00 3.76 

PHILIPPINES U19 1.35 1.25 U40(used) 6.00 3.26 U16 4.00 3.75 
U20 1.35 U41 .07 .06 U1'1 4.00 3.75 

Ul .13 .11 U21 3.00 U4 2 .12 U18 4.00 3.75 
U2 1.10 1.00 U22 1.35 1.25 Wl .16 .13 Wl .16 .15 

HAWAII 
1S84-93 U nused Used 
SG. Scott Ent. Cut Cut Ent. 
E 1 l e Bluish Green (M edium) (10,000 ) ································ 2.00 1.10 .70 

a la l e Pale Bluish Green (Mediu m ) ....................... ········ ··········-- .90 1.00 
b le Bluish Green (Small ) .... ····-··············· 6.00 

E 2 le Yellowish Green on cream ( Med ium ) 
a 1 le Yellowish green on white (Medium ) Pointed .35 .30 

E 3 2b 2c Dull rose pink on cream (Med ium ) Rounded 2.50 .50 .29 
a 2c Dull Pink on crea m (small ) (150 ,000 ) ······················· ...................... 1.50 
b 2e Dull Pink on cream (sma ll ) Lined --················ .70 

E 4 2c Pink ( Medium) Pointed (5.000) ..................... . ................ 5.00 2.50 .90 
E 5 2e Pink (Medium) Rounded-Blue (2,000) ····················· ····· 12.50 10.00 7.50 12.00 
E 6 2e Rose on cream (Medium ) Pointed (150,000) ······----·--···· .50 .40 .40 

a 2 2c Rose on white ······ ········-·····- ·-·--·-··········· .45 .40 .36 
b 2a 2e Deep rose red on white .65 .45 .32 .75 

E 7 3 4c V e rmilion (Medium) (lS,000 ) 3.50 1.25 2.00 
E 8 7 4c Vermilion (Medi um ) Blue (2,000) ······-···----····· 32.50 14.00 
E 9 4a 5c Dark Blue (Mediu m ) (llS,000) 1.00 .85 .50 

a 4 5c Illue (Medium) ····--·-·············· 4.00 1.50 .70 
b 5c Dark Blue (s mall) (20,000) ····-·--········- 1.25 

ElO 8 5c Dark Blue (Mediu m ) Blue (2,000) 27.50 16.00 
Ell 5 lOc Black (Medium ) (42,500) 3.50 1.75 1.75 

a lOc Black (Large) (9 ,000) 10.00 
E12 9 lOc Black (Med ium ) Blue (1 ,000) ---·-············ 60.00 30.00 
E13 10 le Yellow green on cream (16,000) ··················· .75 .60 .60 1.00 

a le green on white --------·-························· ·················· .60 
E14 11 2c Bright rose on cream (37 ,000 ) ····················· .60 .2S .75 

a 2c Carmine on cream .75 .30 .60 
b 2c Carmine on whit~ ····················· ------- ············ · .50 
c lla Var. Double overprint 15.00 

E15 12 5e Blue on cream (Medium) (3 6,2n3 ) ···· ·----·-······ .so .60 .45 
a 5c Blue on white (Medium) ······-················ .75 .60 
b 5c Blue on c1·eam (Small) !.75 2.00 
c 12b Var. Double overprint ························· · ···········--·--·---·-· ·········· 22.50 

E16 13 lOc Black (Medium) (17,207) --···················· 1.50 .75 1.25 2.00 
a lOc Black (large) --··-·······--·--······· 7.50 • . 
b 13a Var. Black. Double overprint ---······· ···-··· 30.00 

E17 14 lOc Black (Medium ) Blue (500) .................. 6.50 5.00 

1885 SPECIAL DESPATCH ENVELOPES 
ESDl UEl lOc Black-Red Jn;cription (Medium) (2,000) ............... .................. . . 6.50 5.00 

STANLEY GIBBONS, INC~ 
38 (F ) PARK ROW NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 
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ALL AROUND 
THE WORLD 

In every part of the world where stamps are bought and sold the 

name of Harmer, Rooke & Co., Inc. is renowned as that of the 
leading firm of auctioneers of fine stamps. Philatelists know 

that they can rely absolutely upon the service provided by a 

firm which enjoys the complete confidence of the philatelic 

world. That is why more and more collectors are sending their 

fine stamps to us for sale. 

Arrangements are now being made to include suitable properties 

in auctions scheduled for the next months, and large or small 

collections and single rarities can be accommodated. Write 

at once for further details of the unrivalled auction service. 

It cests no more. 

Our catalogues are mailed to leading collectors and dealers 

(by air when necessary ) in Australia, Belgium, Central America , 

New Zealand , Portugal, South America, South Africa, Sweden 
and Switzerland and many other far off countries, thus assuring 

maximum competition for your stamps. 

IJAR1\1ER, ROOl(E & CO., Inc. 
Int ernation al Stam p Auctioneers 

.if>O FIFTH A YENUE NEW YORK 19. ~. Y. 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH HARMER, ROOKE & CO., LTD . 
2 Arunde l St ree t , Stra nd, London , En gla nd 

{ 
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!Jl'A 
<rkw! 

the G I M B E L A L B U M 
for u N IT E D s TAT Es p L A T E N u M B E R B L 0 c Ks 

Complete coverage for all regular and commemorative 

issues from 1938 through the Joel Chandler Harris 

issue of 1948. 

Every page suitably decorated , with ample mounting 

frames provided for each block. 

Fully il lustrated. 

Pages are printed on high grade Hammermill bond 

paper, punched to fit standard three ring binder. 

Illustrated supplements will be issued every year to 

·keep the album up to date. 

ALBUM COMPLETE PACES BLANK PACES 
With 

BINDER Only with Decorative Border 
Gold Stamped 

$4.00 $2.00 50 for $1.00 

GI~IBEL~S 

World's Largest Stamp Departments 
33rd AND BROADWAY 

NEW YORI{ 1, N. Y. 
NINTH AT MARI{ET 

PHILADELPHIA 5, PA. 
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De Luxe 

Blank 

Albums 

by Scott 

e The aristocrat of Scott Albums is the hand-
some No. 1 De Luxe (above ). Post binder of 

double board , covered in % real red morocco, 
with imitation leather sides. Raised hubs on the 
backbone, silk moire' lining and flyleaf . Gold 
tooling on front and back covers, which are 
beveled with round corners. 

e The luxury album No. 2 De Luxe (below ) 
is almost as elegant. It is partly handmade, 

has a cover with square corners, and a marbled 
paper I ining and flyleaf . 

Both albums have 50 gilt-edge pages of fine 
quality paper, quadrille ruled . Pages are 8 14 x 10% 
inches, w ithout hinge . Cellulose acetate inter­
leaving. 

NO. 1 DE LUXE- $25 

NO. 2 DE LUXE- $20 

Order from your dealer 

SCOTT 
PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 

1 W. 47th St., New York 19. 
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Our 

MERCURY STAMP JOURNAL 
edited by Edwin Mueller 

Will be sent, free of charge for one year, without any obligation , to all 
members of the Collectors Club, who request it . 

We conduct regular auctions, which are well known for their rel iable descrip­
tions and the fine presentation of the material. If you are not on our mailing 
list, ask for the richly illustrated catalogs , which will be sent free . Lists of 
prices realized are sent to all bidders after every sale , free of charge. 

We have an extensive stock of foreign stamps before 1938 and will be 
pleased to receive want lists. 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 FIFTH AVE. (at 44th St.). NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

Telephones : MU2-7106 and 2 -6976 

Cab le Address " MERCSTAMP NEWYORK" 
We 8pecialize ti 
n?ahing Your Uobby_ 

X rP/easant <9ne 

Visit Us <9r 8end Us ]}our 'Want cList 

ROCKEFELLER CENTER 

INTERNATIONAL BLOC. 

SUITE 1762 

Ql:o:r:en :et 
ffe'tnmy 

~hoy 

630 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 20, N. Y. 

CIRCLE 7-6597 * 
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S I NCE 1 929 

MI N T 

AIRMAILS 
EXCLUSIVELY 

Choice and Unusual Items 

Always on Hand 

Prompt Personal Attention 

to Your Wants 

L. W. CHARLAT 
AIRMAILS EXCLUSI VEL Y 

New York 7, N. Y. £ 180 Broadway 
THE COLLECTORS CL U B PH ILATELIST, VO L. XX V!ll, NO
Monthly Auction Sales 
At Th e 

COLLECTORS CLUB 

We Will Be Happy to Communicate 

With Collectors Desiring to 

Take Advantage of the 

Present 

High Market. 

ff/ rite for Catal ogs to 

LAURENCE & STRYKER 

7 East 42nd St. , New York 17, N. Y. 
HIGH PRICES PAID · 

We are in the market for 

Collections, accumulations 

of U. S., British Colonies , 

Foreign, Air Mails , etc. 

Mint , used or on cover ; 

General or Spec ialized. No 

lot too large or too small . 

Submit with best price or 

for our offer after inspec­

tion. 

MARTIN STAMP CO. 
233 West 42 nd Street, 
NEW YORK l 8, N . Y. 
CROSS ST AMP CO. 
551 FIFTH AVEN UE, 

NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK 

AUCTI ON SALES 

OUR SPECI ALTY 

Write for the catalogue of our 
forth -coming sales . 

We so licit consignments of all types 
of PHILATELIC MATERIAL. 

Results of our sales show that satis­
factory prices are the rule rather 
than the exception. 

If you have a large collection , or 
·s ingle items of outs tanding merit we 
shall be at your service. 

CROSS STAMP COMPANY 
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FACTS 

A BOUT §EL L I NG YOUR §TAMP§ 

e Public Auction is the modern way to sell most collections. 

e We have been conducting sales for over 20 years and our effi ­

cient, up to date , PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the maxi ­

mum in results . 

e We can offer early dates and attractive terms. Liberal ad­

vances pending sale. Expert supervision of all material by 

experienced phi late I ists . 

e OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phi la ­

telic Properties privately, where this method is preferred . Our 

advice , backed by over 20 years of ethical dealing is at your 

service. 

e We are also prepared to purchase for cash Collections , Ac­

cumulations , Rarities , etc . 

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY GIVEN 

IR WIN HEIMAN 
INC. 

2 West 46th §tireet New Yoirk 19~ N. Y. 

Tele phone: LU xemburg 2-2393 
34 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXV!Il, NO. 3 



; 
U. S. STAMPED ENVELOPES 
ALL UNUSED EITHER ENTIRE OR CUT SQUARE 

The better grade envelopes are considerably scar~er than 
most collectors realize. We have just purchased an accumu­
lation in very fine condition , and many of those offered here­
with we haven ' t had in stock for years . If already interested , 
or you would like to start , write for a free copy of our complete 
list. 

Unused Unused Unused 
Entire Cut Entire Cut Entire Cut 

#Ull ...... 10.00 6.50 #U l 08 ..... 1 0.00 9.00 #U320 6.5 0 
U 1 2 ...... 6.00 5.50 U 1 28 5 .00 U33 6 3. 25 2.50 
U14 ...... 17 .50 1 6.00 U 1 32 5.50 5.25 U33 7 3.00 2.50 
U 1 6 ... ... 9.00 7.50 U14 6 8.50 U342 3 .50 3.40 
W20 .. . .. 6.00 4.50 U149 7.00 U343 3.90 
W21 . .... 3.65 3.25 U150 3.50 3 .00 U346 5.00 
U28 . . . . . . 65.00 U 1 53 8.00 U347 5.00 
U29 ...... 50.00 W158 . .. . 14.00 U350A .... 30.00 
U36 ... . .. 3.00 2.25 U 1 61 3 .00 U361 . .. . . 4.00 
U38 . . . . . . 11.00 U186 9.00 U3 7 5 ..... 5 .65 5.00 
U39 5.00 4.90 U 187 4.50 4.00 U408A . . . . 22 .00 
U41A ..... 3.00 U 1 88 7 .00 W410 4. 75 4 .65 
U47 9.00 U198 3.00 W427 .... 15 .00 14.50 
W5 1 8.00 7.50 U204 3.00 2. 7 5 U454 ... . . 5.50 5.40 
U60 3.00 U205 5 .00 U45 7 . ... . 7.00 
U 62 3.50 U207 3.50 U462 ..... 7 .50 
U63 3.00 2.75 U208 4.00 3.7 5 U463 ..... 10.00 
U64 3.50 U209 3.75 3.50 U464 ... . . 30.00 
U67 7.00 U2 1 0 4.00 U475 ... . . 9.50 
U68 . ..... 19.00 16.00 U211 4 .00 3.75 U476 .... . 4.00 
U71 9.00 U215 .. . .. 12.00 9.00 U478 ..... 9.00 
U87 3.25 U216 ..... 9.00 7 .00 U481A .. .. 10.00 
U91 7.00 U224 ..... 1 1. 00 U486 ... .. 30.00 
U93 7.50 U225 3.00 2.65 U489 4.00 
U95 13.00 U244 ..... 6.50 U500 3.50 
U97 11.00 U266 ..... 4.00 3.50 U501 3.75 
U99 7.50 U270 .... . 6.00 U502 8. 75 
UlOl 9.00 U274 ..... 11.00 U503 9.00 
U102 . .. . . 11.50 U277A . . . . 4.50 4.00 U509B . ... 3.40 3.3 5 
U104 15.00 W287 5.00 U511 . .... 11.50 
U105 ..... 15.00 U307 ..... 5.20 5.00 U520 ..... 11.00 10.50 

ECONOMIST STAMP co." INC. 
8 7 NASSAU STR EET, NEW Y ORI( 7 , N. Y . 

t
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WE CARRY 

British Empire 
EXCLUSIVELY 

<9ur 8tock, one of the most compre­

hens1."ve in the country, offers you the 

opportunity to select what you need in 

<J3ritish 1."n singles or sets, mint or used 

Your wants list will receive careful atten­

tion. dor 8atisf action the . . . 

"EQUITABLE WAY" 

Send in your Want List Today 

EQUITABLE STAMP CO~ 
5 05 5th A VENUE NEW YO RK 17~ N. Y. 
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Our Spe~ialties: 
ISRAEL 

A. M. C. 

VATICAN CITY 

POLAND 

FRANCE and COL.ON I ES 
(De Luxe Sheets and 

Die Proofs ) 

A splendid stock of covers 
of the world. 

We would appreciate your 
want list . 

Penny Black Stamp Co. 
116 Nassau Street , N. Y. C., 7 £ 
THE COLLECTORS CL UB P HILATEL IST, VOL. XXVlll , NO
BRITISH 
NORTH 

AMERICA 
Bougl1t - Sold • Q11oted 

Ask for 
A SAMPLE COPY 

of our 
B. N. A. NEWS 

Subscription 

$2.00 per year. 

£ J. N. SISSONS 
204 Glenrose Avenue 

TORONTO 5, CANADA 
Every Specialized Collection Should Include 
Essays and Proofs. 

I have the most extensive and varied stock of 

Essays & Proofs 
Exclusively 

United States, British North Ame rica , 
and Hawai i and Latin America . 

Die & Plate Essays, P roofs in both N or mal and 
Trial Colors of Postmasters ; Postage; Officia l; 
Newspaper; E n velopes; P ostal Cards; R evenues. 

Send 6c. U.S. postage for a free sample copy of the 

ESSAY PROOF JOURNAL 
A Handsomely Illustrated 64 page quarterly 

at $5.00 per year 

It con tai n s priced Catalogs of E ssays & Proofs, 
R eport s of A merican a n d Eng lish Auction Sa le 
P r ices of a ll Proofs a nd a ut horitative articles on 
t he background beh in d your stam ps, e ngravers , et c. 

Brazer's U. S. Essay Catalog 
P u bli sh er Sold Out . I Still Have a Few at $7.50 
Send lOc for illus. Price List. W hy Pay Mor e? 

Clarence ,V. Brazer 
415 Lexing ton Ave., New York 1 7 , N. Y. U.S.A. 
MONTHLY 3 DAYS 

AUCTION SALES 
2000 LOTS 

* * UNITED STATES 

* BRITISH COLONIES 

* EU ROPE a. o. 
also PROOFS and ESSAYS 

PHILATELIC LITERATURE 

Ca talo gue Free on R equ est 

* 
BILLIG & RICH. Inc. 

Suite 630-1 , 55 \ Vest 42nd Street, 

NEW Y ORK 18, N . Y . 
. 3 237 



For Our .... 

NEXT AUCTION 
We invite your participation in our next sale. 

Dealers ' stocks , collections , lots accumulations, rarities and idle surplus 
material can be turned into cash by means of our most thorough auction 
activity. 

Your material is brought to the attention of an active and buy-minded 
clientele built up over a period of over 25 years of business embracing dealer 
customers throughout the world . 

A liberal advance plus specialized experience and well organized service 
means that the strength and integrity of the entire Serebrakian organization 
is at your disposal. 

If You Are Not On Our Mailing List, Please Ask For Free Copy. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
llotel Astor 
AIRMAIL STAMPS 
A Complete Service to All Collectors of Airmail Stamps 

NEW ISSUES 

AUCTIONS 

WANT LISTS 

PRICE LISTS 

The most complete Service of All New Issues including 
the Rare Issues at reasonable prices. Ask for explana­
tory circular. 

Regular Auction Sales. Illustrated Catalogue sent upon 
request. 

Special care taken to fill Want Lists. 

Sent free upon request. 

Al R LETTER SHEETS We maintain a complete New Issues Service. 

F. W. KESSLER 
500 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORJ{ 18, N. Y. 
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Xuctt.on Service 

* * * 
fPreparation 

* * * 
If you contemplate selling your stamp 

collection during the coming season -
Proper Preparation Is A Necessity - This 
inc1udes Correct Lotting Advertising - Se­
lection of Dates for the Sale - All such 
details are performed by Our ... 

* * * 
Correspondence Invited- Details cheer­

fully given - Write us now. 'Fime is 
essential so that most advantageous dates 
may be arranged. 

EDSON J. FIFIELD 
500 FIF'l'H AVENUE A NE\V YORK 18. N. Y. 
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:Jlt 
EJ.f o 8xtra ~ost 

~OU 
can afford the luxury 

of purchasing 
:Jlir Stamps 

from 
N ICOL AS SANA BRI A, I N C. 

The World 's Leading Air Stamp Dealors 

521 Fifth Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. 
CRYSTAL - MOUNT 
A beautifu l, safe , inexpensive 

protecting mount for stamps, 

b loc ks and covers. Used by 

thousands of collectors. Made 

of spark ling crystal-c lear cel­

lulose acetate, approved for 

safety by U. S. Bureau of 

Standards. Tr ial-order " As-• 
sorted Package , 60c" from 

your favorite dealer , o r 

send to us for free samples. 

CUTS and FOLDS 
TO FIT ALL SIZES 

H. E. HARRIS A CO. 
61 T r ansit Bldg., Boston 17, Mass. 
THE COL
FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

SDMETIME every collector wants 
some special service. He wants to 
sell his collection for the best pos­

sib le price; he wants to bu y a great 
rari ty or an u n usual grou p of stamps, 
not to be fo u nd in dealers' regular 
stocks; he wants reliable information 
about his philatelic affairs. J ust such 
ser vice is the sole function of J . C. 
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. T he company 
has nothing to sell ; i t acts, on commis­
sion, for collectors who wish to add to 
t heir co llections or dispose of them in 
who le or in part. Collections for d is­
posal are examined without cost (except 
postage) to the owner and commissions 
are charged only on completed trans­
actions . If you want to buy or sell ... 

Always Ask Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC. 
(Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Inc. ) 

West 47th St. , New York, N. Y. 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXVIII, NO. 3 



AUSTRALASIA BY PRIVATE TREATY 
We have received instructions from two old and valued clients to dispose of 
certain portions of the ir Australian collections during 1949. 

Those countries that appeal to us as being of particular interest to 
specialists and exhibitors who need to acquire a quantity of outstanding ma­
terial at one time, have been broken into approximate sections and are offered 
by private treaty. 

The quality and rarity of much of the material is exceptional and of 
exhibition calibre. 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
A collection of quality and rarity; excep­
tional and of exhibition calibre (817 
stamps). $9,000 

QU EENSLAN'D 
A collection in mint blocks ( 196 stamps) 

$1 ,580 
The unused collection (86 stamps) 

$1,020 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
The exceptional and valuable collection 
( 1284 stamps) $5,400 
An amazing collection of die-proofs and 
plate proofs ( 164 stamps) $1,300 

TASMANIA 
The valuable collection ( 106 stamps) 

$1 ,060 
The unused collection ( 52 stamps) 

$1,240 

VICTORIA 
A small but choice collection 
stamps) 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

( 137 
$152 

A most attractive 
stamps) 

collection (405 

The unused collection 

l'JEW ZEALAND 

$2.900 
( 1 00 stamps) 

$440 

A magnificent collection ( 909 stamps) 
$15,000 

A choice and valuable collection of rare 
quality ( 637 stamps) $5, 700 

ROBSON LOWE, Ltd. 
Private Treaty Department 

50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S. W. 1 
Telephone: Abbey 4034 

Cabtes: "Stamps, London" 

Also at Bou rnemouth & Philadelphia 

\Ne have also been instructed to offer the 
fo :lowing properties which, in our opinion, 
form what is likely to be an excellent in­
vestment in to-day's money market. 

ASCENSION 

A most attractive collection, including 
Great Britain Used Abroads, Die Proofs, 
etc ., housed in one volume. $760 

BARBADOS 

The beautiful collection, exquisitely writ­
ten up and mounted in two albums. 

$6,600 

CAPE OF COOD HOPE 

This co ll ec tion is in one volume and is 
well represented in the 1 d., 4d., 6d. and 
1 s. $640 

CEYLON 

The unused collection 
The used collection 

MONTENEGRO 

$3,400 
$1,980 

Thi ; coi:ection was formed by C. J. L. 
~nowden, Esq ., F.R.P.S.L., and includes 
the Ferrari collection. It has won the 
highest award in its class. $3,900 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
The col lection from 1857-1935 with 
later mint sets and pictorials. $400 

Tl-IE NICERIAS 
The fine mint and used collection, with 
especial attention to the interesting dated 
cancellations. $1,600 

PERSIA 
The wonderful and unique collection, in­
cluding that formed by the late E. W . 
Arnold Esq., F.R.P.S.L. $10,000 

Send for the de luxe art Brochure which 
gives full details and illustrations of the 
above and other collect ions which we have 
on offer to talling over $85,000 



Once Upon A Time, 
(Actually About Five Weeks Ago) 

Tliere Was A 
We have a short story to tell-naturally 
with a moral at the end. When we issued 
the May 23, 24, 25 auction catalogue­
which you will remember was the "A. D. 
Jenny" collection of British Commonwealth 
of Nations-we realized how parties in Lon­
don would love the opportunity of buying 
~ome of the gems. However, the British 
currency regulations will not allow dollars 
for our essen tial hobby, but will permit ex­
change of stamps. We wrote to one par­
ticular party, the "clever man" of our story, 
and suggested that he send over some * Sil­
ver Wedding stamps and with the proceeds 
buy in this auction. After several cables in 
each direction, figures were agreed and on 
the morning of May 23rd the ten page 
cab le, illustrated above arrived. The "clever 
man" bought over $3,500 in the auction, 
probably causing the auction to realize 
$ l ,500 more than it would without his b ids. 

Clever Man. • • 
Who gained? The vendor, the Countess 
de Westerholt in Venezuela? Certainly, to 
the extent of $ l ,200. Ourselves? Cer­
tainly, to the extent of $300, the commis­
sion on the increase. The "clever man"? 
Certa inly, he obtained a choice se lect ion of 
British Empire stamps he desired. Your­
se lf? Indirectly, yes. As a potential vend­
o r interested in receiving a firs t-class reali­
zation, this is not an unique example of 
fore-si ght on our part. Every auction bene­
fits by ideas we have to assist overseas col­
lectors in buying in our New York auctions. 

The moral-yes, we promised one-is ob­

vious. When you consider selling, write to 

H . R. Harmer, Inc ., whose whole resources 

are devoted to your in terests. We have a 

booklet " Concerning Your Stamps" which 

tells you all about us. 

H. R. llARMER~ In~. 
T he A uctioneers of the President R oosevelt Collection 

:S2 EAST .i7tl1 STHEET~ NE\\r YORK 22~ 1". \ ' . 

Plaza 3-6482 

*The sets are available for "'ale - complete used set of Silve1· Weddings, pl'ice $320. 
Complete mint $280, subject unsold. Deliver~· when i·eceived-$50 deposit will hold. 




