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For Bureau Issues or earlier U. S. stamps, the
Scott U. S. Price List offers you the widest possible
choice — used, unuscd, singles, blocks, covers, etc.
Every U. 8. collector should have the latest edition,
now current. The list 1s free. Send for it today.

CISCOUNTS...

Scott’s quotations on U. S. stamps are as low as
market conditions permit. Discounts are from
10% to 60% (a few even higher). You can’t
go wrong on Scott’s prices.

CONDITION....

Scott quotes on fine examples, only, so there are
no premiums for you to figure and you are
assured of stamps you will be proud to own. It
pays to deal with America’s oldest stamp firm.
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Scott Stamp & Coin Co., Inc.

(America’s Oldest Stamp Firm)
1 West 47th Street New York 19, N. Y.
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THE EbpITORIAL comments in this issue have been turned over to Harrison D. §. Haverbeck,
who has some observations to make upon that age-old philatelic problem of condition.

The Relative Importance of Condition

In reviewing the events and history of our
great hobby of stamp collecting, we see the
development of two great movements which
stand out above everything else; and which
have been of the greatest benefit and advan-
tage. They are the growth of specialism and
the study of the minor variety, which have
supplied us with much valuable, interesting
information about our stamps; and, secondly,
the estimation of fine condition. We all owe
much to this latter movement and nothing
has exercised a more beneficial influence. We
only need compare an average collection made
in the early eighties, under the influence of
“Pendragon,”* with a similar collection be-
gun today, to notice the importance of this
question.

A well mounted collection of fine copies is
a thing of beauty and interest in itself. But
as everything has two sides, so also has this
desire of possessing only fine and immaculate
stamps. Naturally the value of fine copies
increases enormously, and the consequence
is that we see fewer complete collections
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than formerly, which I think, is to be re-
gretted. We may easily sum up this argu-
ment by a reference drawn from some re-
marks of Mr. Castle in the October, 1908,
issue of the London Philatelist.

“The standard of the estimate of condition
has taken enormous strides during the pres-
ent century. The number of really immacu-
late copies of stamps catalogued, say, from
£15 upwards, is extraordinarily small, and
there are always enough rich philatelists, in
the four quarters of the globe, ready to
snatch up these gems—at prices which laugh
at catalogue quotations—provided only that
the brilliancy of the specimen be undoubted.

* Author's note: The reference to ‘‘Pendragon”
may be obscure to the reader who is not also a phila-
telic historian. This was the nom-de-plume of a
British collector of the 1860’s who advocated the
elimination of all extraneous paper from stamps and
who recommended that stamps be ‘“‘firmly pasted to
the album page.” This fad resulted in cut-to-shape
copies, trimmed perforations, and stuck-down collec-
tions.
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The swing of the pendulum in the contrary
direction has been equally marked. Speci-
mens that are really inferior, i. e., heavily
postmarked, with clipped margins, or dam-
aged, hang in the dealer’s books until their
owners in despair ‘put them in the auction
and let them go for what they will fetch.””
How much more true this statement is today
than in 1908!

And vet these very stamps are missing
from most present day collections. Col-
lectors are anxious to have these stamps but
do not venture to buy them because they are
constantly warned in philatelic publications
against buying any stamp which is not in first
class condition. The prices of first class fine
copies of the classics are entirely out of reach
of most collectors.

Is this right and desirable? Are we not
going too far in our rule of excluding all but
the finest copies? Are we encouraging the
greatest number of collectors, or are we dis-
couraging them?

Blank spaces in a collection have a dis-
heartening effect, and I believe that many
have given up collecting because they could
not afford to pay the prices for very fine
copies of the rarer stamps. And the num-
ber of rarities increases from year to year!
The number of blank spaces increases in the
same proportion, discouraging an ever grow-
ing number of collectors. Let it not be said
that “stamp collecting is only for the wealthy,
and men of moderate means must stand out,”
for this is not so.

The value of less than first grade copies
has decreased considerably. A complete and
interesting collection can be formed without
taking downright damaged stamps. If care-
fully mounted, and chosen with some care
and discretion, very nice looking and inter-
esting collections can be formed at compara-
tively small cost.

I will make the firm rule that each stamp
must absolutely prove its identity. If im-
perforate, there should be sufficient margins
to ascertain that it is the imperforate variety;
if perforated it should show enough perfora-
tion to enable the gauge to be measured. A
slight thinning, a carefully repaired tear, a
slight crease, a few pulled perforations, cut
close on one corner, should not prevent an en-
thusiastic collector from adding the stamp to
his collection if it be missing. A stamp of

such calibre can always be replaced should the
opportunity arise. And, in the meantime,
much can be learned from the stamp itself.

But when 1 speak of a collector, I do not
mean a speculator or an accumulator of
stamps as an investment. I mean a collector
who collects stamps for the love of them and
whose first and great consideration is their
study. No one need be ashamed to confess
that he can not afford to compete with the
wealthy for the superb copies. In the case
of the cheaper stamps, however, the collector
should be doubly fastidious and take only the
finest copies, thus showing that he knows
how to choose fine and superb stamps, and
that he appreciates them.

Now I should like to say a few words
with regard to the juniors, whose welfare
we have all so much at heart. Nobody will
expect them to have in their collections the
rare and valuable stamps in fine condition.
That cannot be. We constantly meet in
philatelic papers, especially intended for
beginners and juniors, the excellent ad-
vice: Study your stamps. Yet how can they
study what they do not possess? And it is
just the older and rarer stamps that require
and repay us by careful study. One cannot
do this with blank spaces, but less than top
quality copies are perfectly good for that
purpose; in fact a slightly damaged stamp
with a dated postmark can often teach us
more than a perfect copy with an ordinary
obliteration or with only a trace of the can-
cel. Where we can help the beginner and
must help him, is in advice as to the value of
copies other than superb. The great mistake
that many collectors make with regard to
inferior grades of stamps is, not that they
bought them at all, but that they paid too
much for them.

Back Numbers “C C P”

We have available quite a stock of back
numbers of “C C P,” not only of the more
recent years but going back quite a long
way.

Please notify the Secretary, Col-
lectors Club, 22 East 35th Street, New
York 16, N. Y., as to which numbers you
desire and include remittance for same,
based upon a charge of one dollar per copy.
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BOYD'S CITY EXPRESS POST

By Hexry E. At

Introduction

HE stamps and covers of the private

carrier services which flourished in

the principal cities of the nation
prior to the Civil War, and some of which
continued to carry mail almost to the end of
the last Century, are an integral part of the
philatelic material of the United States.

Since the service of these “city despatches”
or ‘“express posts” usually included carrying
mail to Federal post offices, to be transmit-
ted by the government to out-of-town desti-
nations, their stamps and markings are fre-
quently found on covers in combination with
the Federal issues. No collection of covers
bearing five cent '47’s, three cent ’'51’s, three
cent 's7’s, or three cent '61’s is essentially
complete without examples of these combina-
tions, and specialists in other denominations
of the ’47 to ’61 issues can sometimes supple-
ment their showings with similar covers.

At times in the period from 1840 to 1861
these enterprises were the sole carrier serv-
ices functioning in the larger cities except for
the limited deliveries by the government of
incoming mail originating in other cities.
Even in periods when the government was
endeavoring to establish its own ‘“Penny
Posts,” the private firms were usually en-
joying most of the public’s patronage. There-
fore, an album of United States stamps and
covers omitting this material, particularly a
collection focused on a specific city or area,
is an inaccurate reflection of the philatelic
field it purports to portray.

In a larger sense, knowledge of the private
mails is essential to an understanding of
postal history. Virtually every important in-
novation in postal practice originated with
private, not government, enterprises. 10
cite a few examples, mail collection boxes,
time markings of scheduled deliveries, ad-
hesive postage stamps, stamped postal paper,
registration of letters, “special delivery,” and
much more recently, air mail service, were
all initiated by private postal enterprises.

The mail carrier service established by
John Thomas Boyd, and first known as
Boyd’s City Express Post, has been selected
as the subject of this series because its span
of life exceeded that of any of the others and
because philatelic material handled by Boyd
is more plentiful and available to collectors
than that of any other private post except,
perhaps, the comparable service maintained
by D. O. Blood and Company in Philadel-
phia. The philatelic supply is such that any
serious collector can obtain bona fide and
interesting Boyd material at relatively low
cost.

In writing this series, the author will, of
necessity, reflect his own perspective of
philately. Stamps and covers, as he sees
them, are interesting in themselves and often
have merit as objects of art or the graphic
processes; but much more significantly, they
are mirrors of the eras in which they were
used. A volume of letters is often the rich-
est source of biographical insight. Similarly,
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an album of the stamps and covers of a par-
ticular post office, public or private, is the
window through which a complete drama of
human experience may be seen. In this ser-
ies, therefore, within his limited talents, the
author will seek not only to describe Boyd’s
stamps and covers, but also to portray the
background against which the philatelic sub-
stance is observed.

The writer will be exceedingly fortunate in
having the generously given advice and criti-
cal comments on each chapter of four of the
outstanding authorities of our time in the
areas of philately embraced by these articles.
Among those who have promised their assist-
ance are Mr. Elliott Perry, dean of philatelic
writers on the subject of private enterprise
in postal service, and among the foremost
students of United States stamps generally;
Mr. George B. Sloane, who has intimately
studied and written about the best-known
collections of our time; Mr. Eugene Cos-
tales, dealer and student-extraordinary,
whose own reference collection is the sub-
ject of envy in all philatelic circles; and Mr.
H. W. K. Hale, of Montreal, author of an
excellent earlier article on Boyd’s which
appeared in this magazine in July, 1931 (Vol.

X, No. 3, pp. 239-242), and who has long
been looked upon as the outstanding con-
temporary student of Boyd’s and other local
posts. With their gratefully received guid-
ance, it is hoped that this series will make a
helpful contribution to all collectors, whether
or not they include private enterprise stamps,
or even the stamps of the United States,
among their treasures.

The writer also wishes to acknowledge the
continuous and helpful assistance of his past
and present business associates, Mr. Andrew
Isaacson, Mr. Frank Tredinnick, Mr.
William Dahlman and Miss Mary Louise
Fast in frequent uncompensated contributions
of research and other service toward the com-
pletion of this material for the Collectors
Club Philatelist. Although only one of the
individuals named is a stamp collector, their
interest has lieen nonetheless sincere and
generous. Appreciation is also expressed to
Mr. Edward Karpinski of Columbia Uni-
versity, to the Library of Columbia Univer-
sity, to the New York Historical Society and
to all the other helpful persons in the fra-
ternities of philately and historiography who
have, characteristically, given a hand whenever

asked.

The Founding of a Great Enterprise

Chapter |

The privately owned Despatch Post es-
tablished by Alexander Greig in New York
City, February 1, 1842, was sold lock, stock
and barrel to the Federal Government six
months and sixteen days later. Thus, the
ventures of private enterprise into city mail
carrier service, begun by the Penny Post
Association on New Year’s Day of 1840,
were, for the moment, ended. (1)

Apparently neither the Penny Post nor its
successor had been profitable enough to cause
resistance to the Federal postmaster’s propo-
sal, late in the spring of 1842, that the govern-
ment purchase Greig's ‘“fixtures, pouches,
boxes, labels, stamps, etc. . . . for a sum not
exceeding $1200.” (2) The average volume
of 437 letters per day carried by the City
Despatch Post had been far short of the ‘“ten
thousand messages daily” which the New
York Journal of Commerce, two years earlier,
had expected the Penny Post Association to
handle.(?) At best, the Greig enterprise had

enjoyed a gross annual revenue of about
$40c0, and a net after all direct expenses,
but no salary to the manager, of about
$1200. (%)

Yet, pertinent facts continued, with increas-
ing force, to suggest the possibility that a
much larger and more profitable carrier busi-
ness could be developed. The postmaster
of New York, John Lorimer Graham, report-
ing his negotiations with Greig to the United
States Postmaster General, C. A. Wickliffe, in
July, 1842, indicated that he expected, under
Federal auspices, to increase the business of
the Despatch beyond Grieg’s existent revenue
by about 50 percent. (%)

Actually, the potential “market” for this
service was, in all likelihood, far greater than
Graham’s estimate. The nation—and the
city—were recovering rapidly from the de-
pression of 1837-40, and the increased volume
of business, as well as renewed spread of the
population to the western frontiers, might be
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JOHN THOMAS BOYD, 1797-1859

Reproduced from a daguerreotype lent to the writer for reproduction with this series of articles
by the late Dr. William A. Boyd and Mrs. Frederic Ackerman (nee Certrude Boyd), grand-
children of John T. Boyd.
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expected to be reflected in greater use of the
mails. The development of “uptown” resi-
dential areas was progressing farther and
farther from the main post office, and the use
of carrier service to bring mail downtown to
the post office at City Hall Park, or to in-
creasingly distant local addressees, could be
expected to be increasingly popular.

Roger Butterworth, the historian, says:
“They were bursting with energy and self-
esteem, these Americans of the forties. . 7 (%)
Because the population was not only being
rapidly augmented by newcomers from abroad
(92,000 in 1840; 110,000 in 1842 (7) ), but
was also spreading out across the country and
within city boundaries, the flourishing new in-
dustries of Transportation and Communica-
tion were among the most popular outlets tor
private capital and initiative. It was recog-
nized that these services would be essential to
integrate the swelling, spreading tide of
humanity.

By the beginning of 1837 at least two hun-
dred railroads were “being operated, built,
projected, planned or . . . talked about”; (%)
and though a high proportion of these projects
had been wiped out in the Panic of 1837, by
the early 1840’s many were again well-ad-
vanced, and others were attracting new capi-
tal and management.

A Charlestown, Massachusetts, artist,
Samuel Finley Morse, was seeking patents for
a number of features of the electromagnetic
telegraph which he had demonstrated before
President Van Buren and his Cabinet early
in 1838; and five years later (1843) weculd be
constructing the first telegraph line from
Baltimore to Washington.

A Boston and Worcester Railroad ticket
agent, William F. Harnden, had resigned his
position with the railroad to establish a regu-
larly scheduled “Express” service, carrying
package and mail matter between New Eng-
land cities and New York. The success of
Harnden’s Express was swiftly followed by
the establishment of several similar enter-
prises including Adams and Company, Pome-
roy and Company—which became Livingston,
Wells and Pomeroy—and others, as well as
“Independent Mails”—Lysander Spooner’s
American Letter Mail Company, James W.
Hale’s Express and others, specializing in
transmission of inter-city mails in direct
competition with the government. (?)

The idea that Opportunity with a capital
“O” lay in transportation and communica-
tion was ‘“‘in the air,” and despite tradition
based on constitutional provisions and prece-
dent that postal service was a Federal Gov-
ernment monopoly, the transmission of mail
was no exception to the trend.

A New York City merchandise auctioneer,
John Thomas Boyd, was a keen and inter-
ested observer of this trend. He had wit-
nessed the establishment of the Penny Post,
its successor the City Despatch Post and the
transfer of the latter to Federal auspices.
He observed the establishment, early in 1844,
of the first “Independent Mails” competing
with the government at lower than Federal
postal rates, and realized that this new tide
of letters being brought in private hands into
New York City created a new need and op-
portunity for a privately owned firm to de-
liver mail in the metropolis. It was incon-
ceivable to him and to others that the Inde-
pendent Mails, harried as they were by the
postal authorities, would turn over their mail
to the United States City Despatch Post to
deliver.

There were other reasons why a private
enterprise carrying New York City mail
would have an excellent chance to compete
successfully with the United States City Des-
patch Post. Although the latter was operated
as a wholly separate unit of the Federal
postal organization, it was required to pay
one cent to the general postal authorities on
every letter it carried; and to make its ex-
penses—-.e., to pay its carriers and other costs
—it had to charge three cents each for its
stamps ($2.50 in quantities of one hundred).
A private enterprise, free of affiliation with
the government, could save this penny per
letter and thus could sell its stamps at two
cents each, a saving to the public of 25 to
33 1/3 percent, depending on the quantity of
stamps bought at one time.

There was every indication in early 1844
that, though Federal postal authorities might
object to the competition of privately owned
and operated service, they could not success-
fully drive the latter out of business. That
vear, or perhaps earlier, James W. Hale of
New York in association with W. B. Kimball
of Boston had established an independent mail
service from Boston and other New England
points to New York City and Philadelphia.
In January, 1844, Hale and Kimball issued
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adhesive stamps for prepayment of postage
between points on their routes on letters up
to one-half ounce sold at 614 cents singly or
20 for one dollar. This rate was one-third
of the United States postage on a single let-
ter sheet (about one-quarter ounce) between
New York and Boston.

Postal authorities took instant exception,
and Hale was continually harassed by arrests,
suits and other forms of disturbance. He
later said, “ ... no tramp was ever arrested
a quarter as many times as I was.” (10)

A government suit against the Hale con-
cern was brought into the Federal District
Court and was tried before Judge Sprague.
In a decision handed down April 8, 1844,
the court held that there had been no viola-
tion of existent laws. The government ap-
pealed to the Circuit Court, but on Tuesday,
June 18, 1844, Judge Story, presiding on
that bench, affirmed the lower court’s deci-
sion.(11) The previous Saturday, June 15,
the same Justice had dismissed a similar gov-
ernment case against the American Letter
Mail Company.(12)

It is pertinent to note that these decisions
were announced in the New York City
press(13) about the same time as the first
announcements appeared of John T. Boyd’s
decision to establish the third successive
privately owned and operated carrier service
in New York City.

That the two facts were associated to-
gether, at least in the public’s mind, is evi-
denced in an editorial by Horace Greeley,
appearing in his New York Tribune June
26, 1844.(1%) It said:

“The people are determined to have
Cheap Postage—by aid of the Department,
if possible; if not by admonishing the De-
partment that its fancied monopoly is a
bubble. The recent decision of Judge
Sprague, and its confirmation by Justice
Story, have dispelled the delusion; and now
the Post Office must carry letters at a rea-
sonable rate or it will have none to carry.
In our City, Boyd’s City Express Post;
having its office at 46 William St., will de-
liver letters in any part of the City twice
a day at two cents each; the Wickliffe
price being three. The People’s Post-
masters, however, are content with moder-
ate salaries, and don’t have to spend three-
fourths of their time in Washington to
keep their offices.”

Privately owned local carrier service
seemed to be even more secure from govern-
ment interference than independent inter-
city mail service. The atmosphere surround-
ing the government’s purchase of the New
York City Despatch Post appeared com-
pletely acquiescent to the right of private
enterprise to operate in that field. The Phila-
delphia Despatch Post, predecessor of D. O.
Blood & Co., established in December,
1842,(1%) was flourishing without govern-
ment interference, and its unhampered
progress, in all likelihood, was also familiar
to John Boyd.

The legality of postal service within city
limits, in fact, had specific comment in Dis-
trict Judge Sprague’s decision on the Hale
case. Conceding that Section 19 of the
Postal Act of March 3, 1825, had prohibited
“the carrying of letters out of the mail
on any post road, or road parallel thereto,”
and Section 3 of the Act of 1827 had pro-
hibited “the establishing a private horse or
foot post on any post road,” the judge threw
out the government’s case on the ground
that “since the passing of the post office laws
new modes of conveyance have been estab-
lished and a condition of things arisen not
then known or contemplated.” He further
specifically eliminated consideration of the al-
leged violation of law within Boston, by add-
ing that “the distance between Court Street
(Hale’s headquarters) and the depot of the
Providence Railroad does not appear
to be a post road . .. (19)

John Thomas Boyd had compelling per-
sonal reasons for considering the abandon-
ment of his long career as an auctioneer and
pioneering a new and wholly different ven-
turte.

At forty-six years of age he was in the
unenviable position of the one-time promis-
ing young man whose career had not quite
“come off.” A family in which the habits
of initiative and success had been long main-
tained must have been a singularly galling
environment for Boyd’s marginal existence.

A tradition brought to America by John’s
grandfather, after whom he was named, (and
one since confirmed by competent genealogical
studies) derived the clan Boyd from Lairds
Boyd of Kilmarnock in Scotland, and long
before that from King Kenneth III of Scot-
land. John Boyd, the first settler in America,
was a member of the branch of the family
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that had migrated to Anterim County, Ire-
land, in the 17th Century, and he had settled
in Albany with his wife, Ann Logan, in the
spring of 1762. John T. could—and prob-
ably did—learn these traditions from his
grandmother, who survived her husband by
sixteen years, and died in Albany in 1815 at
the age of 76 years.(17)

The original John Boyd had prospered in
America, first as a carpenter and later as the
proprietor of a saw mill in nearby Johns-
town, New York. He was an officer in the
Army of the Revolution and an elder of the
Presbyterian Church. He sired and edu-
cated eight children, the sixth being Dr.
Thomas Boyd, born in Albany April 19,
1772, the father of John Thomas.

Dr. Boyd had graduated from Albany
Medical College and on October 22, 1793,
married Sarah, daughter of the Rev. Chaun-
cey Graham, a Connecticut Presbyterian
minister. He first practiced medicine in
Albany, where his eldest son, John Thomas,
was born July 4, 1797. When John was
about six years old, his father and mother
lived for a brief period in Tarrytown, and
in about 1806 the family settled in New
York City.

In 1816 the Boyds resided at 40 Cedar
Street, in 1817 and 1818 at 54 Cedar Street,
from 1819 to 1829 inclusive at 105 Liberty
Street. In 1830 the Doctor’s residence was
listed at 117 Liberty, from 1832 to 1841 at
15 Warren Street, and in 1842 he followed
the sweep of population uptown and purch-
ased a home across from Gramercy Park at
291 Fourth Avenue (renumbered 303 Fourth
Avenue in 1848)—where he and his wife
resided for the remainder of their days.(18)
He was one of the 185 physicians who estab-
lished the New York Academy of Medicine,
January 6, 1847. In recognition of his long
service to humanity, he was granted an hon-
orary degree by the New York College of
Medicine in 1854. His good wife Sarah
died at her home August 16, 1855, and he
survived her by only seven months, passing
to his reward March 18, 1856.

Dr. and Mrs. Boyd raised five children,
of whom three were daughters. The eldest
was Elizabeth, born in 1795, who married
John H. McCall. John Thomas was the
second child. The latter’s younger brother,
Dr. William Hugh Boyd, born in 1801, also

became a prominent physician.

e

Autograph of John T. Boyd

From the face of a cover in the collection of
the writer.

Initially the vocation to which John T.
Boyd devoted the first quarter-century of his
business life had offered promise comparable
to the careers chosen by his father and
brother. In the period between the War of
1812 and the middle ’40’s auction selling was
relatively far more important an aspect of
the business scene than it came to be in later
years.

In that era the American market was still
heavily dependent on imports from abroad
for most of its manufactured goods. Our
infant industries supplied only a small frac-
tion of the requirements of the growing and
spreading population.

In the earliest days of the Republic im-
ports generally pass-d through exporters, im-
porters, jobbers or wholesalers to retailers,
much as they do today. However, following
the almost complete interruption of trade
which occurred during the War of 1812, in
an effort to save time and cost in supplying
the hungry American market, British manu-
facturers, particularly, began sidetracking
the formal export and import merchants.
They found it more expedient to send cargoes
of woolen and cotton"cloth, hardware, cut-
lery and other articles to New York, accom-
panied by factory agents who at once disposed
of them quickly and efficiently through auc-
tioneers. This practice flourished to the ex-
tent that, in the decade from 1821 to 1830,
New York City auction sales constituted 44
percent of the port’s total imports.(1?)

This was the booming field to which John
T. Boyd had brought his talents and energies
in the early 1820’s. Longstreet’s “New York
Register and Directory” of 1822 lists him as
an auctioneer employed at 154 Broadway, his
residence being at 71 Liberty Street, near his
father’s home. In 1824, when the Directory
was next issued, he resided with his parents,
and appears to have gone into the business
for himself at 137 Broadway. The next year,

168 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. 3



Boyp’s Crory ExrprEsSsS PosT

and thereafter until 1831, Boyd’s firm had
the trade style, “John T. Boyd and Com-
pany.” In 1832 he was listed under his own
name, only, as an auctioneer at 100 Broad-
way.

Directories for the following eight years
(1833 to 1840 inclusive) did not list his
name at all. This may mean he was outside
of New York—but just as likely was one of
the Directory errors characteristic of those
days.(2°) He reappears as an ‘‘auctioneer”
at his old (1824-1831) address, 137 Broad-
way, in the Directories of 1841, 1842 and
1843.

Like all boom movements, the auction
bonanza soon developed its limitations and
unique problems. In 1817, two years after
the boom was well under way, the State of
New York enacted a new Law, tightening
its importation and auction legislation, estab-
lishing a scale of duties ranging from 2 per-
cent on wines and spirits to 1}4 percent on
most other items. All auctioneers were in-
dividually appointed and licensed by the Gov-
ernor and the Council of Appointments.(21)

The industry was soon deeply involved in
politics, both in New York State and over-
seas. An auction firm had not only to be
personna grata in Albany (much of the time
Democratic party affiliation was imperative)
with suitable emoluments paid to proper
channels, but also well-represented in foreign
capitals, particularly London.

In such a situation political artfulness and
adequate capital resources were requisites to
success. John Boyd, from all we know a
courageous and competent businessman and
a good auctioneer, was apparently unequal to
this kind of a challenge. He stayed stub-
bornly with his chosen calling and held on to
his license (prima facie evidence that he was
a good Democrat), but the volume more and
more came to be concentrated in two firms,
one headed by John and Philip Hone, and
the other by John Haggerty and David Aus-
tin. Four others, Abraham Thompson & Co.,
Shotwell, Fox and Company, David Adee &
Co., and Woolsey, Ward and Beach did
moderately well.

Boyd’s struggle and relative rating may be
envisioned from the fact that for the year
ending September 30, 1831, his duties totalled
only $21.91.(22) Thus, his taxable volume
that year could not have been much more
than $1500. In contrast, the Hones, that

year, paid duties totalling $46,086.42. The
next year, ending September 30, 1832, Boyd
did a bit better, paying $61.80—but Hag-
gerty and Austin that year headed the list
with duties paid amounting to $46,896.99.(23)

He probably did somewhat better in the
’20’s.  We do not have the data, but from
1827 on, the total volume of auctioned goods
declined and the residue was steadily more
concentrated in a few houses. Merchants,
seeking less fluctuation of prices allied with
the importers, and exporters, seeking to re-
gain their part in the movement of goods,
made the auction situation a political issue.
In the next decade auction sales reflected only
21 percent of the imports. The appointment
monopoly was ended in 1838.

Events which must have had decisive ef-
fects on Boyd’s ultimate resolution to aban-
don his career as an auctioneer and launch
Boyd’s City Express Post were his marriage
August 16, 1838, to Hannah Agnes Shea—
thirteen years his junior—and the birth of
his first two children, John Thomas, Jr.,
March 22, 1840, and William Augustus, No-
vember 25, 1841. Perhaps his income as an
auctioneer was sufficient to meet the modest
demands of his unusually long bachelorhood.
We know that he devoted a considerable
amount of his time to the New York State
militia, having been appointed a First Lieu-
tenant in the 14th Regiment of Artillery in
1822.(24)

Now there were new incentives, new re-
sponsibilities. And thus, on Saturday, June
15, 1844, there appeared in the New York
Tribune (%) the following announcement:

“OFFICE BOYD’S CITY EXPRESS
POST” No. 45 William St. under Leather
Manufacturers’ Bank—The subscriber will
commence the delivery of Letters through
the City (boundary Twenty-Sixth Street)
and to the Post Office in time for the
Mails, on Monday morning at 9 o'clock.
Letters left at the Stations at 7 and 1
o’clock will be delivered at 9 and 3 o’clock.
Letters will be received at the office until
Five minutes before such delivery. No
money must be enclosed unless Registered
at the office where a Registry is kept—.
Stamps 24 cents per dozen or $1.75 per
hundred. Letters to the Press, Free.”

“Postage 2 Cents. (1t*).
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JOHN T. BOYD, Agent.

The newspaper advertisement announcing the establishment of Boyd’s City Express
Post. From the New York Tribune, June 15, 1944.

JOHN T. BOYD, AGENT”

So it was that at nine o’clock in the morn-
ing, Monday, June 17, 1844, began a com-
mercial venture which is still existent 105
years later, although now engaged in ren-
dering other services. For the better part of
half a century this enterprise was to facili-
tate much of New York City’s personal and
commercial communication. (2%)

Close to middle age, essentially defeated
in his earlier career, John T. Boyd was not
only to set a model for the several hundred
other enterprises which carried local mail in
major centers during the second and third
quarters of the last Century, but perhaps
more than any other individual was, by ef-
fective competition, to spur the cumbersome
and lethargic Federal Postal Department to
establish the present comparatively efficient
intra-city service.

(To be continued.)
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DR. CARROLL CHASE

At the Pre-Centenary celebration of
France’s first postage stamp, held by the
France & Colonies Stamp Society, in October
1948 at the Hotel Lafayette, New York
City, one of philately’s foremost authorities,
Dr. Carroll Chase, was the guest of honor.
At the banquet, our Club’s President, Richard
S. Bohn, paid the following appropriate
tribute to Dr. Chase by presenting him with
this scroll:—

Resolution passed by the Board of Govern-
ors at the meeting held September 22,
1948 :—

W hereas, The Collectors Club for over
fifty vears has been dedicated to the devel-
opment and advancement of the cultural
and historic side of philately; and

W hereas, Dr. Carroll Chase has been a
distinguished member of this organization
for over twenty-five years;

Now, Therefore, by act of the Board of
Governors of The Collectors Club, this
scroll of honor is given to Dr. Carroll
Chase in appreciation of his outstanding
contributions to the field of philatelic re-
search and literature, and in token of his
enrollment on the records of The Collectors
Club as a “Distinguished Philatelist.”

In Witness Whereof, The Collectors Club
has caused the hand of its President and its
Corporate Seal to be placed this sixth day
of October, in the year nineteen hundred
and forty-eight.
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The Universal Postal Union

75 Years of Successful International Cooperation,

unheralded and unknown to most of the world.

By Hexry M. GOODKIND

O paraphrase a well-known journal-

ist who once stated:—“It is the sen-

sational, the outlandish, and the con-
troversial that makes our news. The smooth-
ly functioning, the law-abiding seldom come
before the public’s notice.”

How aptly this can be applied to the suc-
cessful historical record of the international
family of nations banded together for postal
communications, called The Universal Postal
Union, which this year marks its 75th anni-
versary.

If there is one thing that the public seems
to take for granted, it is our postal service.
It little realizes the post office not only trans-
mits our correspondence but also acts as a
bank and freight agent upon an international
scale. The public’s conception of this is al-
most completely lacking. Then again, as
stamp collectors, it is surprising to find how
few of us have any knowledge of the history
of the Universal Postal Union, its direct in-
fluence upon the hobby of philately and the
multitude of services it performs.

As proof of both of the above statements,
may we cite two illustrations. The Union
held a convention in May 1947 in Paris,
France when postal delegates from practi-
cally every land in this world met and re-
solved certain problems of the present postal
systems. One can search through the entire
daily U. S. Press at this time and find little,
if any, mention of this international gathering.

As to the stamp collector’s knowledge of
the Postal Union, we sought in our club
library any books or periodicals upon the
international body and found only ONE in

English. It is odd to note, in contrast, that
a student can find much written upon the
beginning of postal matters in Great Britain,
U. S. A., France, and other countries; but
as to the formation of the international postal
system, this field of philatelic history is quite
lacking except for a few studies in German.

It is our purpose to offer a short, concise
history of the organization of The Universal
Postal Union, touch lightly upon its 75 years
history of achievement, and mainly to bring
into the spot-light the following facts which
seem so timely in relation to current events.
Thus, we have purposely omitted parts of
the historical background, which the serious
philatelic student will regret. These omis-
sions should be recorded in future articles.
These timely facts are:—

1. That in view of the tragedy of The
League of Nations and the present difficul-
ties of the United Nations, the world has
before it one outstanding example of 75 years
of successful global cooperation and operation.

2. That our country, the U. S. A., played
a most important role in the establishment
of The International Postal Union through
the efforts of Montgomery Blair, President
Lincoln’s Postmaster General in 1862-63.%*

* Montgomery Blair's father, Francis Preston Blair,
purchased the house at 1651 Pennsylvania Avenue,
Washington, D. C. in 1836; and presented it to his
son in 1853. President Lincoln's Postmaster General
resided in this house until his death, and in turn,
willed it to his son. This house remained in the
Blair family’s possession for over one hundred years.
It is the now famous BLAIR HOUSE, temporary
residence of President Harry S. Truman and his
family.
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Montgomery Blair, Postmaster GCeneral
Abraham Lincoln’s Administration March 1861-October 1864, who called
the 1863 Postal Conference in Paris, France, which led to the formation of
the Universal Postal Union.

3. That 75 years ago, the country which
was unwilling to launch an international body
for postal matters and which temporarily
retarded its formation was Russia.

It was written in 1907.(*%)

“Such a Union has appeared to us one
of the most imposing and admirable prod-
ucts of modern civilization and of the pro-
gressive spirit of the age. What has until
recently been vainly hoped for with respect

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. 3

of United States in President

to questions of peace and war, to interna-
tional courts of arbitration, to social poli-
cies has long since been realized in postal
matters, namely, the removal of national
barriers, the combination of almost all the
countries of the world into one common
body. Quite apart from the consideration
of the immense material, moral and intel-
lectual advantages, The Universal Postal
Union is not to be underestimated.”
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“The leading motive for the attainment
of this admirable object was the desire to
remove the confusing and obstructive mul-
tiplicity of the separate conventions in gen-
eral, and of rates of postage and transit,
and of the partition of the postal charges
in particular.”

It was written in 1913 (*!)

“The Postal Union, having by its birth
effected a revolution in the constitution of
the society of nations, has had a forty year
history of placid obscurity, unworthy of the
notice of patriots and rarely recognized as
a herald of the millennium.”

It,was written in 1927 by Nicholas Murray
Butler (*7)

“The Universal Postal Union, working
with the greatest economy of time and ef-
fort, comprises nearly all of the countries
of the world, its territory extending over
more than one-hundred and twenty-six
million kilometers with a population of
1,792,000,000 inhabitants—.”

It was written in 1947 (*8)

“The fundamental principle of the Union
and its continued success is contained in a
striking article which lays down that for
the purposes of postal communication the
whole of the signatory countries form one
single territory.”

Shades of Wendell Willkie and his “One
World”!!

Now let us go back almost one-hundred
vears and see how cooperation and coordina-
tion was forged from confusion, chaos, and
complexity as concerns the international
mails.

In an effort for simplicity and ease of com-
prehension and perhaps at the expense of
exact postal history, let us follow the trials
and tribulations of one Joseph Hungary who
left his native city of Budapest in 1850 and
settled in the thriving city of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania in the year 1852. Joseph was
then a young man, 23 years old, who came
alone to the shores of U. S. A. He left be-
hind in Europe his parents and a brood of
younger brothers and sisters. He secured
employment as a furnace stoker in a steel
foundry in Pittsburgh for which he received

when working the salary of fourteen dollars
a week. Joseph had had some good element-
ary schooling in Hungary and so he wished
to apprise his family in Europe as to his
welfare since he embarked upon his voyage
to the New World. Joseph was none too
verbose so that his letter was quite laconic
and simply covered the high spots of his ad-
ventures, welfare and the state of his health.
Now Joseph wrote his letter upon a single
sheet front and back addressed it to his par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Bela Hungary in Buda-
pest, and went to his local post office in Pitts-
burgh to send it on its way. Joseph also
wished to evidence his financial independence
and so he wanted to prepay his letter all the
way. What amount of stamps did he have
to buy? Well, that depended upon

1) the single letter rate from Pittsburgh
to New York

2) the steamship route his letter would
take and which nation’s ship would transport
it (Seapost Rate)

3) the port of arrival in Europe

4) the route his letter would follow in
Europe to its destination (Transit Rate).
As there were different steamship routes and
different ports of arrival in Europe, the costs
could vary as much as 50% to 200%.

But this was only a part of the problem.
Delivery to Budapest was not assured, as
perhaps France's post office saw no reason
to relay this letter as it received no compen-
sation. A popular, practical custom to avoid
this was to employ a forwarding agent in the
country of arrival, who, for a fee, undertook
the delivery of the mail to the addressee.
Perhaps the Swiss postal authorities desired
to collect from the Austrian post office, who
in turn demanded payment upon delivery from
Mr. and Mrs. Bela Hungary in Budapest.
This is postal complexity expressed in its
simplest terms.

By 1843, there had been some postal trea-
ties between individual nations for the trans-
mittal of correspondence and printed matter.
The earliest known postal treaty had been
made in 1670 between England and
France(*?) The first Postal Convention
actually involving more than two signatories,
was made on December 24, 1801 between
France and the German States, which were
then divided into five postal zones. A com-
pilation, in chronological order, of the postal
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treaties on file in the New York Public Li-
brary up to the time of the formation of the
Union, is as follows:

1843—France-Austria
1843—France-Great Britain
1844—France-Thurn & Taxis
1846—Baden-France
1851—Belgium-Switzerland-Sardinia-France
1851—Sardinia-Spain
1852—Sardinia-Tuscany
1854—Austria-Sardinia
1855—Parma-Sardinia
1859—Modena-Sardinia
1861—Belgium-France-Sardinia-Switzerland
1862—Greece-Sardinia-Switzerland
1863—Belgium-Portugal-Sardinia
1864—Greece-Italy
1864—Brazil-Italy
1864—Italy-U. S. A.
1867—Italy-Netherlands
1867—Austria-Italy
1868—Baden-Bavaria-Italy,Russia-
Wurtemburg
1869—F rance-Italy
1870—Belgium-Italy
1870—Great Britain-Italy
1871—Italy-Portugal
1873—Italy-Russia

Thus only a very few national boundaries
had been breached but international com-
munication by posts was far from organized.

The first step to direct international postal
reform was undertaken by the United States
of America in 1862 (*%). The reason for this
is historically interesting. Because of the
waves of European immigration since about
1840, our country felt this problem of inter-
national postage more than any other na-
tion (*7). Mail to and from Europe and the
U. S. A. had grown to considerable propor-
tions by the year 1860 and the burdens placed
upon the U. S. Post Office Department were
insoluble. A conference to explore the possi-
bilities of an international agreement was sug-
gested by Montgomery Blair, Postmaster
General in President Abraham Lincoln’s
cabinet in 1862. A report was written first
by the 1st Assistant Postmaster General,
John Adam Kasson, who was one of the or-
ganizers of the Republican party in Iowa and
who came to Washington for President Lin-
coln’s first inaugural (*7).

The opening part of the inaugural address
of the U. S. delegate to the 1874 Congress,

M. Blackfin, Director of Foreign Mails,
paid tribute to the pioneer work of the Postal
Officials in President Lincoln’s administra-
tion, which we quote:—

“You know, Mr. President and Fellow
Delegates, that the United States of Ameri-
ca was the first nation which called atten-
tion of other countries to the importance
of simplicity and uniformity in international
postal matters which resulted in the Con-
ference of Paris in May 1863.”

Summarizing the chief points in Kasson’s
report, they were to quote:

“Each state tried to promote its own
profit at the expense of the other. The
aim was not to improve the mail service
but to make the foreigner pay the bill.
The total U. S. postage rate of mail with
a foreign destination usually consisted of
these four charges

1) the domestic U. S. rate

2) sea postage charges for marine trans-
port

3) transit rate by each country through
which the mail was carried

4) domestic rate paid in the country where
the mail was delivered.”

Kasson then formulated a circular letter
which was transmitted under the name of
Postmaster General Montgomery Blair
through the Department of State on August
4, 1862 to all countries with which our gov-
ernment maintained diplomatic intercourse
(*7). At this time, eight postal treaties be-
tween the U. S. and as many foreign gov-
ernments were in force. (")

The gist of this letter read (*5)

“Many embarrassments to foreign cor-
respondents exist, which can be remedied
only by international concert of action.
The difference in postal principles, as well
as postal details of arrangements, exists.
A great diversity of rates between the same
points, in some instances as many as six,
causes mistakes and delay.

“Without entering into details, it is evi-
dent that the international adjustment of a
common basis for direct correspondence,
and for immediate land and ocean transit,
and for an international registry system,
and for the exchange of printed mail mat-
ter is clearly of the first importance to the
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commercial and social intercourse between
this and other nations.”

The letter had its desired effect and a con-
ference was held in Paris on May 11, 1863.
Fifteen delegates of the nations, to whom the
U. S. Postmaster General’s letter had been
addressed, attended. The U. S. delegate was
the 1st Assistant Postmaster General, John
A. Kasson (*7). Deliberations of this confer-
ence had been agreed upon in advance to be
confined to questions submitted by the
U. S. A., Great Britain and France. It was
also agreed upon that it was not the intention
of the conference to enter into any agreements
of an obligatory character. Thus in accordance
with these stipulations, this Paris conference
concluded on June 8, 1863 with the adoption
of thirty-one articles of principles to be con-
sidered and to become effective in a future
Congress (*7).

However, first, our own Civil War and
then the Franco-Prussian War prevented the
planned Congress (*%).

In the meantime, another great postal re-
former, Dr. Von Stephan(1') of the North
German Postal Confederation carried on the
work to form a workable international postal
unit upon the invitation of his government,
supported by Belgium and the Netherlands.
The Swiss government issued an invitation
to all nations to a Congress to be held in
Berne, Switzerland on September 1, 1873 (*3).

However, Russia expressed an unwilling-
ness to attend owing to the fact that she had
recently concluded several postal treaties
with some of her neighboring countries and
believed that the effect of the success or fail-
ure of postal conventions had not had the time
to be sufficiently observed. Russia would not
change this attitude and the proposed meet-
ing had to be postponed. Finally, the Rus-
sian Empire relented in her opposition and
on September 15, 1874 twenty-one * nations
gathered in Berne to lay the foundations of
an International Postal Union (*7).

In a little over a month, the postal dele-
gates convened, discussed, conferred, drew
up a set of agreements and thus established
The Universal Postal Union as we know it
today. One could draw a parallel similar

* The U. S. delegate was delayed in arriving and
did not join the 1st Congress until the 3rd session on
September 21, 1874.

HEINRICH VON STEPHAN
(1831-1897)

to the formation of our own United States
whose Constitution, with the exception of
none-too-many later amendments, is the law
of this land. So is it with the Postal Union.
The original articles of confederation, with a
relatively few number of additions, has laid
the cornerstone for a successful international
world organization (*9).

The first Congress had to bring uniformity
as regards to language, weight, currency,
keeping of accounts, arbitration, payments,
and other matters.

As mentioned before, the underlying prin-
ciple adopted was that all members of The
Universal Postal Union be considered as one
single territory. AIl member nations bound
itself to the transit of mails entrusted to it
by every other member of the union by the
best and fastest means of communication
which it employs for its own mail (**).

Thus the nation, in which a letter origi-
nated and which was paid the original postage
retained this money and all nations handling
this in transit agreed to its delivery to desti-
nation without compensation. Through a
Central Bureau established in Berne, Switz-
erland, accounts between nations were kept
and settled monthly by the International
Bureau of the Union. (*2).

176 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. 3



Tue UNIVERSAL

PosTAaL UNION

§ 20 HELVETIA
v A BN

The building in Berne, Switzerland, where the 1874 Congress met and founded the Universal
Postal Union, as shown on Switzerland’s 1924 Commemorative issue.

However, as we commented upon before-
hand, the post offices do not only carry our
letters. They also ship freight (parcel post) ;
transmit money (money orders); allow
printed matter, books, periodicals, newspapers
and circulars to travel at special low rates.
So the uninterrupted international function-
ing must cover all these services.

It was provided that Postal Conventions
should be called every five or six years to
discuss new "~ developments. All matters to
be considered must be submitted in writing
in advance. Thus since its first organiza-
tion in 1875,* the U. P. U. Congresses have
established international agreements for par-
cel post, money orders, and printed matter.
Thus we can rightly state that the Postal
Union exercises control over international
freight, commerce, banking, and educa-
tion (*5,6),

It was also necessary to establish a satis-
factory unit of voting, which was an arduous

* One of the Articles of the 1874 Congress stipu-
lated that the Postal Treaty, as signed on October
9, 1874, come into force on July 1, 1875. Conse-
quently, some designate the year 1875, not 1874, as
the U. P. U.’s beginning.

task. At the time, the European Empires
with their multitudinous colonies compli-
cated this question. It was decided that often
a country and most of her colonies be
lumped as one voting unit (*8).

All disputes and disagreements were to be
decided by arbitration and its 75 year history
is a remarkable success story in this regard.
Not only have few disputes required arbitra-
tion but all those that did were satisfactorily
settled (*9).

The first membership in 1874 was limited
to the 22 original nations that gathered at
Berne. These were, with a few exceptions
such as U. S. A., mostly the European nations.

Those participating in the 1st Congress
were :—

Austria-Hungary
Belgium
Denmark

Egypt

France

Germany

Great Britain
Greece

Italy

Luxemburg
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Netherlands
Norway
Portugal
Rumania
Russia
Serbia

Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey

U. S. A.

In 1885, the membership had grown to 86.
By 1900, there were 113 members. China,
in 1914, was the last of the large countries
to join The Universal Postal Union and at
present practically every country and its co-
lonial territories is associated with the
U. P. U. Only two or three small domains
in the East are not as yet members (*8).

In brief, we shall touch upon the primary
function of the Postal Union’s headquarters,
which can be called simple but effective.
The International Bureau in Berne, Switzer-

land. (*2)

a) publishes a monthly journal for mem-
~ bers

b) assembles and distributes information
of common interest

¢) distributes to members statistical data

d) acts as clearing house for the settle-
ment of accounts

e) lists what might be correctly called
“An International Postal Guide”

f) Maintains a Postal Museum to which
members send specimens of stamps issued
and postal records for the Union’s Archives.

The last-mentioned function is most im-
portant to stamp collectors. Controversy is
always arising among philatelists as to
whether a certain stamp or group of stamps
are collectable. The originating directives
(Official Decrees) are high-lighted by some
philatelists as the all important guide. But
an equally good, if not better test, is the con-
firmation of the receipt of specimen copies by
the Union. We grant that this letter often
can assist to ‘“cover”’ the disdainful features
of a questionable stamp, but philatelists
should always check which stamps are reg-
istered with the Union’s headquarters. The
“U. P. U. Journal” publishes this data regu-
larly (*2).

The Universal Postal Union has held its
conventions as stipulated at regular five or
six year intervals. A different world capital
is generally selected as the convention city.
World Wars I and II interrupted their regu-
larity. Here is the listing of the dates and
locations in which the twelve Congresses
were held.

1. 1874 Berne, Switzerland
2. 1878 Paris, France

3. 1885 Lisbon, Portugal
4. 1891 Vienna, Austria

5. 1897 Washington, D. C.
6. 1906 Rome, Italy

7. 1920 Madrid, Spain

8. 1924 Stockholm, Sweden
9. 1929 London, England
10. 1934 Cairo, Egypt

11. 1939 Buenos Aires, Argentine
12. 1947 Paris, France

In this connection, the country in which
the Congress convenes usually issues a special
commemorative stamp or series of stamps to
mark the occasion. Some highly prized 20th
century stamps resulted from this as illus-
trated by the example of 1929 £1 black
U. P. U. commemorative stamp of Great
Britain (Scott 209).

It is stated that there are four basic prin-
ciples underlying the structure of the Union,
and they are(*1)

I The establishment of uniformity of rates
and units of weights

II The classification of postal correspond-
ence into

a) letters
b) postcards
¢) printed matter

111 The adoption of definite methods of
payments. This is to be made by the country
which dispatches the mail by the transporta-
tion of another country for the use of those
services, with the exception that no payment
is made to the country of destination; the
flow of correspondence each direction being
assumed to be about equal.

IV Universal adoption of a system of in-
ternational registration and compensation.
International registration differs from do-
mestic registration being a fixed amount al-
lowed only in the event of total loss and not
for damage or loss of the contents only.
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Monument of the Universal Postal Union, dedicated in Berne, Switzerland on October 4, 1909.

The regulations of the Postal Union at-
tempt to set uniform rates and colors for
stamps although individual currencies differ.
The following is that section of its Postal
Rules relating to this:—(*)

ARTICLE 106

POSTAGE STAMPS AND POSTAL
IMPRESSIONS

1. The postage stamp representing the
basic rates of the Union or their equiva-
lents in the money of each country are
made up in the following colors:

The stamp representing the postage on a
single-rate letter in blue;

Stump representing the rate for a post-
card in red;

The stamp representing postage on a
single-rate print in green.

Impressions produced by stamping ma-
chines shall be bright red, whatever the
value they represent.

2. Postage stamps shall bear, in Latin
characters, as far as possible, the indica-
tion of the country of origin, and mention
their postage value in accordance with the
Table of Equivalents adopted. The num-
ber of monetary units or fractions thereof
serving to express that value is indicated
in Arabic figures.

(Omitted Regulations about “Taxe Pur-
cue—Postage Collect.”)

3. Commemorative or charity stamps for
which an additional charge is to be paid
in addition to the postage value shall be
made up in such a way as to avoid any
doubt as to that value.

The U. S. Post Office for years adhered to
these regulations. However, with the recent
flood of commemorative issues and to break
the tedium of all 3 cent commemoratives be-
ing purple, the U. S. Post Office decided that
variety was the spice of United States com-
memoratives. Perhaps the sponsors and the
collectors were pleased by each new 3 cents
commemorative having a different hue, but
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it has proven costly to the Post Office De-
partment’s revenue. Many a postal clerk
seeing a blue 3-cents commemorative on a
letter sent it on its way in the belief that it
was sufficient franking for the 5 cents for-
eign rate. Many a person confused a 3
cents green commemorative with a 1 cent
stamp.

A more complete compilation of the growth
and history of the Universal Postal Union
should be offered to stamp collectors in the
not-too-distant future. A complete but con-
cise resume of all the Congresses over the
75 years should prove of great interest and
education to the philatelist. Its reports, pub-
lished since 1874, are replete with vital sta-
tistical information for the philatelic student.
As an example, one studying the stamps of a
certain country or colony for the years 1880-
85, should delay the publication of the results
of his research until he has investigated the
Union’s published reports for those years.

However, before concluding we wish to
again stress what we wish be the main
theme of this article. In its 75 years of
existence, when the world was torn
asunder by two great wars with all the re-
sultant consequences of changed boundaries,
worthless former currencies, changes in the
power of empires and nations, revolutions in
politics and economics, and most outstanding
when an international family of nations still
seems to be something not yet achieved, the
history of the Universal Postal Union offers
us a shining example. Its story should be
much more publicized. Let no cynic impune
that successful international organization is
easy when it concerns one simple matter as
the transportation of mail. Postal com-
munication means commerce, industry and
banking with all its complex branches. To
keep the mail moving with all the national
interests in the world as one unit for 73
years is a great achievement. The stamp col-
lector can gain pleasure and pride that the
items he collects made this record possible.

* BIBLIOGRAPHY AND REFERENCES

(1) The American Journal of International Law.

(2) The U. P. U. Journals.

(3) L. S. Woolf ‘“‘International Government” Bren-
tano’s 1916.

(4) Report of U. P. U. Congresses.

(5) “The Genesis of the U. P. U.” by John Sly
(Magazine ‘International Conciliation’ published by
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace).

(6) “The U. P. U.: Its Rise and Development”
by L. Katscher (Review of Internationalism’).

(7) “John Adam Kasson and the Beginnings of
the U. P. U. by Edward E. Younger (Annals of
Towa, Vol. 28 No. i July 1946).

(8) “Membership in U. P. U.” by Benjamin Akzin.

(9) Encyclopedia Britannica.

(10) Encyclopedia Americana.

(11) “Heinrich Von Stephan, Founder of the
U. P. U.” by Carl C. Eckhardt, Professor of His-
tory, University of Colorado. University of Colo-
rado Press (May 19471).

HENRY M. GOODKIND, chairman of
The Editorial Board of the CCP, has been
cellecting stamps ever since he was a young
boy. Manhattan Island was his birthplace,
has been his residence since then and he is
one of those rarities—a fourth generation
New Yorker. His business interests are the
ownership and management of property, be-
ing an officer and director of several real-
estate and petroleum companies. He stems
from a Cornell University family, having
graduated A.B. 1925. He followed his
father’s footsteps not only in education but
also as to an interest in collecting stamps. He
still continues with his general collection,
started as a boy.

Of recent years, he has devoted most of his
philatelic interests to airmail stamps. He has
been Editor of T'he Aero Philatelists News,
the bi-weekly publication of “Aero Philat-
elists,” since its inception in 1946. He is a
member of the Expert Committee of “The
Philatelic Foundation” and was on the Inter-
national Jury of the 1947 Cipex. He has
written articles on airmail stamps for many
philatelic magazines. In addition, he is a
member of national and international phila-
telic societies, such as The Royal Philatelic
Society of London.
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Comment on the 10c stamps of
1870-1882, with profile
of Jefferson

By Evrviorr PErrY

(All rights reserved)

Preliminary Notes

HE problems which some of the 10c

stamps of 1870-1882 present to phil-

atelists were recognized before the
year 1900, but they were so difficult to solve
that more than a third of a century elapsed
before a solution was obtained which recon-
ciled with the facts. Little on the subject has
been found in the philatelic press. The facts
which were known, or seem to have been
believed generally for perhaps twenty years
after the chapter was written on the “Issue
of 1879” in Luff’s book, are found in one long
paragraph on page 144 of that work on Unit-
ed States postage stamps:

“As has been previously stated, the Conti-
nental Bank Note Co. began, about the end
of 1878 or the beginning of 1879, to use a
soft porous paper for their stamps. The
American Bank Note Co. continued the use
of paper of this quality, as it was found to
give the best results, especially when steam
presses were employed. The new company
used many of the plates of its predecessor,
also the plates of the National Bank Note
Co. for the thirty and ninety cent and prob-
ably for some of the ten cent stamps. It is
certain that ten cent stamps without the
secret mark, and which are undoubtedly the
work of the American Bank Note Co. exist.
It is claimed by some writers that these are
from the Continental Bank Note Co.’s plates
from which the secret mark has worn away.
In support of this statement pairs and blocks
are reported, on which the mark shows with
varying degrees of indistinctness and is some-

times almost invisible. It is scarcely possible
that this claim is correct, as the secret mark
is deeply cut and ought to be about the last
thing to wear away. And there are certain
other points about the stamps which are pe-
culiar to the plates of the National Bank
Note Co. and which lead me to believe they
are from those plates. The question can
only be settled by finding the stamps with
marginal imprint or plate number or by an
examination of the records of the contractors.
It is to be regretted that there s no prospect
that the privilege of making such an examina-
tion will be granted.” (End of quotation
from Luff’s book.)

This quotation from Luff's work contains
statements and inferences which should be
borne in mind. Luff was certain that “ten
cent stamps without the secret mark, and
which are undoubtedly the work of the
American Bank Note Co. exist,” because of
‘“certain other points about the stamps which
are peculiar to the plates of the National
Bank Note Co.,” but nowhere did Luff re-
veal what were the ‘“certain other points
about the stamps which are peculiar to the
plates of the National Bank Note Co.”
Even today those “certain other points” can
only be guessed at, because some 10c stamps
on soft paper and without secret mark oc-
cur with, and others occur without, charac-
teristics which are peculiar to plates of the
National Bank Note Co.

One characteristic which is known to be
common to many National Bank Note Co.
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plates—and may be expected on all of them—
is also common to many soft paper 10c stamps
which have no secret mark. However, none
of the latter stamps have been found with
another characteristic which occurs on so
many National plates; that it is evidently
systematic and therefore is believed to be
common to all of them. These characteris-
tics, and others which are peculiar to many
10oc stamps from Continental plates, make it
possible to determine which plate—or group
of plates—many of the 10c stamps were print-
ed from. They will be discussed later.

Other facts; Luff's statement that “the
question can only be settled by finding the
stamps with marginal imprint or plate num-
ber or by an examination of the records of
the contractors,” shows definitely that Luff
had not seen stamps with marginal imprint
or plate number, nor did he know what the
records of the contractors might reveal.

No evidence appears that Luff had seen
any of the stamps “on which the mark shows
with varying degrees of indistinctness and is
sometimes almost invisible,” and altho his
denial merely stated (quite correctly) that
“the secret mark is deeply cut and ought to
be about the last thing to wear away,” no-
where did Luff affirm, deny, or attempt to
explain the existence of stamps ‘‘on which the
mark shows with varying degrees of indis-
unctness and is sometimes almost invisible.”
As pairs and some larger multiples with ab-
normal (or subnormal) secret marks are well
known today, and single copies are iar from
rare, it is evident that Luff’s statements were
not the result of an examination of a large
quantity of the 10c stamps which were printed
on soft paper.

A very keen student, William L. Steven-
son, worked out an ingenious theory to ac-
count for the variation in the appearance of
the secret mark on the 10c Jefferson stamps.
That solution presented an idea which was
unheard of twenty-five years ago, viz; a
shift in the relief design on a Continental 10c
transfer roll.* It seems most probable that
if such a shifted design were rocked into a
plate, the stamps from that plate would
agree in detail with many 10c stamps which
have “hairline” or almost invisible secret
marks. Unhappily for the Stevenson solution,
there are too many other 10c stamps with
which it does not reconcile. Neither Steven-

*In Collector’s Journal, June 1915.

son nor Luff realized the quantity of “run-
of-mine” material which would be needed to
solve the problems unless the student was so
favored by chance as to happen upon the sort
of material which Luff mentioned.

In 1918 the present writer bought a large
part of the Stevenson collection, including
much study material, but the records and the
writer’s recollection indicate that none ot it
particularly concerned the 10c Jefferson va-
rieties or plates. That part of the Steven-
son collection may have been sold elsewhere
and may or may not be in existence.

The “disappearing secret marks” had in-
trigued the writer at various times but no
serious attempt to find out more about them
was made until after the United States sec-
tion (more than one hundred volumes) of
the Ackerman collection, and some other
parts of that immense collection, came into
his hands in 1927. The Ackerman collection
contained a number of blocks of the 10c Jef-
ferson, of the issues of 1870, 1873, 1879 and
1882. The 1879 issue was represented by

Figure 1

Uced block of four on hard paper from Conti-
nental p'ate 23 or 25. Altho the plate had be-
come so worn that many lines of the back-
ground have disappeared, no change in the
strength of the secret mark is apparent.
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Figure 2

Unused block from an American plate (377 or 378). The back-
ground lines are complete, but none of the stamps show trace of a
secret mark, or a double transfer or any indication of re-entry.

several blocks which included a block with-
out secret mark, and a larger block which
showed secret marks in various stages of
completeness or distinctiveness. The writer
was familiar with these blocks from close
association with the Ackerman collection for
about ten years.

The earliest memorandum which has been
found in the Peach Orchard records is in
John C. Sherron’s handwriting and was made
in the Portage Hotel in Akron, Ohio in
December 1928. Mr. Sherron and the writer
were visited by that fine student and famous
“shift-hunter,” the late Clayton W. Bedford,
who at that time gave them data on two
strips and a block of four 10c 1879 which
had been in the O. S. Hart collection.

Some years prior to 1928 an accumulation
of 1oc stamps was purchased by the author
from an old-time dealer. They are believed
to have been taken by him from an extensive
correspondence of registered mail as it ar-
rived during the later 1870s and earlier
1880s. A large proportion of the stamps
were from Continental plates. With this ac-
cumulation as a nucleus, other lots were pur-

‘chased or examined during the period 1928-

1931 until a total was reached which prob-
ably exceeded 20,000 copies exclusive of sev-
eral thousand 10c of the re-engraved type.
Any stamp which appeared to show a de-
viation from the normal type was laid aside
for further study, also copies which were
from outside rows, or were suspected to be
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such, including those with straight edges at
left or right. The purpose was to obtain at
least two stamps from each of the plate posi-
tions which by the law of averages were most
likely to be identified with the least difficulty.

As most collectors of stamps of the “Bank
Note” issues know, each sheet as printed
consisted of ten horizontal rows of twenty
stamps each, (or twenty vertical rows of ten
stamps each). No perforations were made
between the 1oth and 11th vertical rows. By
cutting along the imperforate gutter between
those two rows each printed sheet was divided
into two panes (“post office sheets”) of 100
stamps each, arranged 10 x 10. Therefore
the stamp at the right end of each row in
the left pane had a straight edge at right and,
similarly, the stamp at the left end of each
row in the right pane had a straight edge at
left.

Including these ‘“natural straight edge”
copies, there are in each pane four corner
positions and eight copies in each outside
row between the corners, or a total of 36
marginal positions. That is, slightly more
than one-third of the stamps in any pane are
from outside rows. Although all this is ele-
mentary, it is also highly important. An “in-
side” stamp may be from any one of 64 in-
side positions in the central 8x8 square of a
pane, but a stamp which is from an outside
row must be from one of the ten positions
in that row. The corner positions, and mark-
ings which ‘occur occasionally on or with the
outside rows, increase the ratio of chance of
determining the correct plate position of a
marginal stamp as compared to an interior
position from 64 to 10 to about 8o to 10.
Furthermore, on each pane or sheet the im-
print, plate number, and the dividing ar-
rows which indicate the pane gutter, are all
adjacent to the top or bottom marginal rows.

Although it was not invariably true that
stamps, in a condition which collectors re-
gard as least desirable, were apt to be most
useful in the study, yet very often the dis-
tinctive variations which we sought were ex-
pected to occur most frequently on straight-
edged or very poorly centered stamps from
certain positions. These were surprisingly
difficult to find. Some of the writer's ex-
periences were disheartening; others were
amusing.  The late Herman Toaspern
(“Toasty”), picked the choice “collectors
copies” from a good-sized lot, and many of

those fine stamps were purchased from him,
but the remainder of that lot, which probably
would have been much more helpful than the
nicely centered copies, could not be found.
Worse still, at that particular stage of the
study, straight-edged and off-centered copies
from that plate and printing were particularly
needed.

Upon arother occasion, a lot of several
hundred was submitted, which was main-
tained to be all from one source exactly as
put away years before. On the average, one
stamp in ten from such a lot should have a
“natural straight edge” at left or right, and
the lot should have contained dozens of
straight edge copies. But there were hardly
any. Careful examination revealed the rea-
son. Nearly all the straight edge copies had
been spoiled by ‘“unofficial” perforations on
the straight edge side. Such a shenanigan
has a modern aroma. It was certainly not
prevalent seventy years ago on stamps as com-
mon as the 10oc Jefferson was in 188o.

Perhaps the most curious, and certainly
the most puzzling occurrence concerned the
disappearance of an extremely useful variety
which bore a Continental plate number. This
stamp was in a small lot which had been bor-
rowed from a well-known firm of excellent
reputation and special care was taken to be
sure it was included when the lot was re-
turned by mail. But when the envelope was
opened the firm reported that it contained
the entire lot except the plate number stamp.
No copy which could be that stamp, has been
seen since, and the mystery is still unsolved.
There have been many times when the writer
gladly would have paid much more than the
stamp was worth just to know what hap-
pened to it.

When the study began in 1928, the informa-
tion which was known and the material on
hand included the list of plates, plate num-
bers, and imprints in Luff’'s U. S. work, the
paragraph which has been quoted from that
work, Stevenson's shifted relief theory, per-
haps two dozen covers bearing one or more
1oc stamps, and at that time (or later) a
block of India proofs from positions 85/100
in the left pane showing Continental imprint,
plate number (“No. 23"), and dividing arrow.

In addition, an article on pages 73/75 in
the Philatelic Gazette of April 1915* con-
tained data on the National, Continental and
American dies, rolls and plates, and in par-
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Figure 3

Block of plate proofs (positions 85 to 100) from the lower right corner of the left pane of Continental plate 23, showing the lower
imprint, the number ‘“No. 23,” and part of the bottom arrow. The position dots are concealed in the portrait oval, at the left of the tip
of Jefferson’s nose. On the proofs the fine horizontal guide line, along which the dot for each stamp was placed, can be seen on posi-
tions 85/88, and crossing the gutter between positions 86 and 87. The guide line is greatly exagger: ted in the illustration.
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ticular, certain facts about the 1c value which
apply to other values, including the 10c. This
data was found to be extremely important. It
furnishes a clue by which a competent student
often may determine whether 10c stamps are
from a plate on which the design was entered
from a National or a Continental transfer
roll, regardless of the presence, visibility, or
absence of the secret mark.

It has been amusing to read statements by
one writer or another who, not having learned
how to identify National or Continental 10c
stamps other than by the absence or presence
of a secret mark, maintains such identifica-
tion to be impossible, even though the facts
which an examination of the original dies
revealed to Mr. Owen were published and
have been accessible since 1915 to anyone
who would take the trouble to look for them.
Reference to this means of identifying stamps
from National, Continental and American
plates will be made later.

Luff's book gives the following 10c plates
and plate numbers;

National Bank Note Co., 18, 19, 48, 49

Continental Bank Note Co., 23, 25, 302, 303

American Bank Note Co., 377, 378

A study of the National plate numbers in-
dicates that the first set of the 55 plates of
1870-72 consisted of two 1c (Nos. 16, 17),
four 2¢ (Nos. 12/15), eleven 3¢ (Nos. 1/11),
two 6¢c (Nos. 26, 27), two 10c (Nos. 18,
19), and one each of 12¢ (No. 24), 15¢ (No.
20), 24¢ (No. 21), 30c (No. 22), and 9oc
(No. 23). Two more 2¢ (Nos. 28, 30) and
three 3c plates (Nos. 29, 31, 32), are num-
bered lower than the only 7c plate (No. 33),
and only four 1c plates (Nos. 50/53), and
two 3c plates (Nos. 54, 55) are numbered
higher than the second (and last) pair of
1oc plates (Nos. 48, 49). It is believed,
therefore, that the first pair of 10c plates

* By the late Arthur E. Owen, one of the ‘“Four
Horsemen of Philately,” who was personally known
to the present writer at that date and until his death
a few years ago. The article is one of a series en-
titled “A Detailed History of the General ssues of
United States Postage Stamps from 1847 to 1890,”
by Dr. Carroll Chase (1847-60 issues), Arthur E.
Owen (1870-89 issues), and the late William B.
Sprague (1861-68 issues). The fourth ‘“Horseman”
was Van Dyk MacBride, who was then working on
the 1869 issue; and whose recent studies in Confed-
erates, and Valentine covers with enclosures are well
known.

(Nos. 18, 19) became unserviceable and were
replaced by plates 48, 49.

The first complete set of Continental plates
for the ordinary postage stamps contained
four 1c (Nos. 12, 13, 16, 26), four 2c (Nos.
2, 3, 4, 6), twelve 3¢ (Nos. 1, 5, 7/11, 14,
15, 17, 19, 20), two 6¢c (Nos. 18, 21), one
7¢ (No. 22), two 10c (Nos. 23, 25), one 12¢
(No. 24), and one 15¢ (No. 31). The plates
numbered lower than 31 which are not in-
cluded were for 3c stamps of Interior (No.
27), Justice (No. 28), Treasury (No. 29),
and Post Office (No. 30), of the department
series.

Replacement plates which were made as
they became needed included many 1c, 2¢ and
3¢, two 6¢ (Nos. 304, 305), and two 10C
(Nos. 302, 303). Only five plates in the
Continental series bore a higher number, viz;
two 1c (Nos. 307, 308), one 5¢ (No. 306),
and two 3¢ (Nos. 309, 310). It will be noted
that in the National and the Continental ser-
ies plates of the same denomination may bear
the same number—No. 24 is a 12c plate in
both series—because each series began with
No. 1, and that the lowest American plate
number is 311 because the American numbers
follow those of the Continental series.

The sequence in which preparation of va-
rious plates was started or finished may cor-
respond directly with the sequence of their
numbers, but for various reasons it is be-
lieved that in some instances a plate may be
finished or put to press before another plate
which bears a lower number. However,
the indications are very strong that the roc
plates 302,303 occupied about the same posi-
tion in the Continental series as their num-
bers did, that is, they were among the last
“baker’s dozen” of the Continental plates.

Luff's book (page 145) gives two lists;
first a list of Continental plates which “are
known to have been used by the American
Co.,” viz., one of 1c (No. 301), two of 2c
(Nos. 296, 297), three of 3¢ (Nos. 292, 309,
310), one of 6¢c (No. 305), none of 10c, and
one (the only) 15c plate of the Continental
series (No. 31).

The second list is Continental plates which
“were probably used” by the American Co.,
viz., one of s¢ (No. 306), one of 6¢c (No.
304), and two of 10c (Nos. 302, 303). From
these lists, it is apparent that when Luff’s
book was written that writer believed or
suspected that Continental plates 302, 303

186 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. 3



U.S.—10c JEFFERSON 1870-1882

o
f i

A
el bl el L el

Figure 4

* A cover of February 15, 1876 from New York to Chile, bears two 10c stamps

from the first pair of Continental plates,

lines of the shield are entirely gone.

were used by the American Co. to print 10C
stamps, but he was not certain that either of
them had been so used.

Information on hand in 1928, or soon
afterward, also included a brief memoran-
dum. The data in this memorandum came
to the present writer indirectly. Although
there is reason to believe it is correct, the
original source is not known, nor the date
when the present writer obtained it. This
data evidently refers either to the date when
stamps from four of the 10c Jefferson plates
were printed, or were first delivered, or to the
plates themselves, viz., Continental plates of
June 1877, re-entering of those plates in
March 1880, and American plates of January
1882.

Study of the data which has been pre-
sented above led to a conclusion that if a
sufficient quantity of suitable material could
be examined the stamps and covers would be
found to agree with several facts and/or
suppositions;

(1) If any 1oc stamps were printed from
National plates after the National contract
expired early in 1873 those stamps would be
from plate 48 and/or 49.

(2), The Continental plates of June 1877
were the pair of replacement plates numbered
302, 303.

(No. 23 or 25). The background

(3), The plates which were re-entered in
March 1880 were the Continental plates 302,
303.

(4), The American plates of January
1882 were Nos. 377, 378.

(5), The replacement plates for Nos. 377,
378 were the first four (Nos. 403, 4034, 404,
404A) and the last two (Nos. 480, 481), of
the six plates which had the “re-engraved”
design that was first issued during or about
April 1882.

(6), If the stamps on which the secret
mark shows with varying degrees of indis-
tinctness or was almost invisible occurred on
soft paper only, as the references to them in-
dicated, the only plates from which they could
have been printed were Continental plates
302, 303 and/or American plates 377, 378.

(7), As the date of re-entry of plates 302,
303 was more than a year after the soft
paper came into use, the fact that the disap-
pearing secret marks occurred (or might oc-
cur) only on that paper indicated the possi-
bility, or perhaps probability, of a “cause and
effect” connection, i.e., that the variation in
the distinctness of the secret marks was a re-
sult of re-entering one or both of those plates
in March 1880.

The reader should understand that no at-
tempt was made to gather, correlate and
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Figure 5

A cover of Novemkter 13, 1879 from Hyde Park, Pa., to Boston bears a 10c
stamp from one of the second pair of Continental plates, (302 or 303). Most
of the background lines of the shield have disappeared.

study all this data before the study of the
stamps began. Study of the data and the
stamps which were available was carried on
simultaneously, and continued as more stamps
were obtained. Hundreds of copies are still
mounted as they were arranged early in the
study; others have been re-grouped as more
facts became known, or were remounted for
exhibition.

The principal objectives were to determine
if any stamps were Continental or American
prints from National plates 48 or 49; which
stamps came from Continental plates 302,
303 both before and after re-entry of those
plates, and which stamps came from American
plates 377, 378.

Largely because the present writer failed
to grasp the full significance of Luff’s state-
ment about the need to find “stamps with
marginal imprint or plate number” the pro-
ject did not appear too difficult. All that
seemed necessary was to find such stamps, or
plate proofs which showed such inscriptions,
and the remaining work would be plain, easy
sailing. However, before 5,000 stamps had
been examined the writer woke up to the true
situation. And how obvious it should have
been!

If stamps or proofs with marginal imprints
or plate numbers were plentiful in the 1890s
Luff himself would have found them. Luff
did not find such stamps because those in-
scriptions were placed so far above the top
and below the bottom rows that the perfora-
tions usually came between the stamps and
the inscriptions. The outside margins con-
taining the inscriptions were torn off and
thrown away in post offices, or by purchasers
of the stamps.

As for plate proofs which show the needed
indicia, well, twenty years have passed since
1928 and the writer has yet to see a plate
proof from an outside row on any state of
Continental plates 302, 303, or American
plates 377, 378, or from any interior position
on those four plates—not even a single copy!

On each sheet a dividing arrow is at the
top and bottom of the pane gutter and may
extend into the gutter far enough to make
the arrow point come between the upper part
of positions No. 10 of the left pane and No.
1 of the right pane, and between the lower
part of positions No. 100 of the left pane and
No. 91 of the right pane. Usually in cutting
the panes apart in the gutter between them
the cut came at or close to the middle of the
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gutter and the arrows were divided so that
part of each arrow went with each pane.

As there were four ‘“‘arrow positions” on
each sheet (Nos. 10LL and 100L, and Nos. 1R
and 91R), and there were four National
plates, there were sixteen positions on those
plates which might be differentiated by varia-
tions in details of the arrows, such as shape,
size, and exact location. Similarly, the four
Continental plates had sixteen arrow positions
and there were eight corresponding posi-
tions on the two American plates. On the
ten plates the total of arrow positions was
forty.

Eventually dozens of stamps from arrow
positions were obtained and carefully ex-
amined. They fell into three groups, Na-
tional, Continental, and American. In each
group the arrows resembled each other but
differed from the arrows in either of the other
groups. Study of the arrows yielded addi-
tional facts, such as:

None of the stamps having National type
arrows were found on soft paper. This indi-
cated that 1oc stamps on soft paper and with-
out the secret mark were not from National
plates.

There were two sets of top arrows and two
sets of bottom arrows of the American type,
agreeing with the two American plates, 377,
378. Stamps from these arrow positions had
no trace of a secret mark and in some other
details agreed with stamps from National

plates, which was almost conclusive proof that
the two American plates were entered by
using a transfer roll of the 1870 (National)
type.

The Continental arrows did not fit into so
simple a picture. Instead of sixteen differ-
ent half arrows on hard paper, (four posi-
tions each from plates 23, 25, 302 and 303),
there were too many which were definitely
different. The available information indi-
cated that plates 302, 303 were first used in
the hard paper period (prior to 1879), and
were continued in use in the soft paper period
after 1878. Arrows which occurred on both
hard and soft paper were assumed to come
from those plates. Later this assumption
was found to be correct. All arrow posi-
tions for each state of plates 302 and 303
were obtained or have been seen.

The extra Continental arrows did not come
from plates 302, 303 and they were found on
hard paper only. Therefore they came from
the only other Continental plates—Nos. 23
and 25. Two of these arrows are on posi-
tions 100L and 91R and may be from the
same plate. Each position shows a distinct
double transfer. In addition about a dozen
other “double transfer” varieties were found
which seem to agree ]'\prter with plates 23,25

WiIICH S€er agred oL 1t piails

than they do with any later plates. These
facts led to the conclusion that plates 23
and/or 25 were re-entered after having been
in use, and that some or all of the hard paper

Figure 6

A cover of September 6, 1880 from Massachusetts to St. Helena bears
a 10c stamp from a re-entered condition of plate 302 or 303.
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1oc with double transfers were printed from
the second state of that first pair of Conti-
nental plates. From the condition of plate
No. 25 in 1875, as shown by the ‘“‘special
printing” which was made in the spring of
that year, the date of re-entry was in the
subsequent two years, that is, prior to June
1877.

Whenever an attempt is made to establish
a pre-conceived theory, there is always a ten-
dency to stress any evidence which seems to
agree with the theory and to minimize or dis-
regard or even to deny the existence of evi-
dence to the contrary. If the theory does not
happen to be correct that method of solving
a problem does not solve the problem and,
by perpetuating error, is more likely to pre-
vent the correct solution from being found.
Unfortunately, pre-conceived theories which
ignore facts about stamps, stamp plates, print-
ing, impressions, color and other subjects still
find their way into the philatelic press.

Luff’s statement about the indistinct secret
marks is an example of a similar error. In-
stead of determining whether or not stamps
from 10c Continental plates existed “from
which the secret mark has worn away,” and
investigating the report that pairs and blocks
existed “on which the mark shows with vary-
ing degrees of indistinctness and is sometimes
almost invisible”, Luff did not seek to find
such stamps, but inferred that they could not
exist because ‘‘the secret mark is deeply cut
and ought to be about the last thing to wear
away.” The fact that the secret mark would
remain intact after other lines of the design
had worn away was stretched by Luff into a
theory that any stamp from a Continental
plate must have a complete, normal secret
mark. Luff’s comment is true about many of
the 10c stamps, but it does not apply to the
particular stamps to which he applied it.

The attack at the Westfield Peach Orchard
on the problems which the 10c Jefferson
stamps present did not begin with any theory.
A study of the stamps on soft paper seemed
to offer the best chance of success, but when
the stamps on hand that had peculiarities

which indicated that they might be related
had been sorted out and mounted together,
there were not enough copies in any of the
groups to afford a satisfactory basis for a
theory. When additional material was ob-
tained some of the groups were re-arranged,
a pattern began to appear, and tentative the-
ory was constructed to agree with what
seemed to be the facts.

For a long period progress was extremely
slow. Time after time, each new lot that
was obtained contained at least one stamp
which did not fit into the last theory. One
theory after another had to be discarded,
forgotten, and a new hypothesis constructed.
That went on for a year or more. Some the-
ories stood up for a week or two; others were
thrown out within twenty-four hours. No
record was made, nor any attempt to keep
track of them. Finally a theory was obtained
which stood up for several months and was
then called No. 17, which may or may not
have been the correct number. After seven-
teen years it still agrees with all the known
facts and therefore is probably correct.

According to Theory No. 17,

(a), No National 10c plate was used by
the Continental or by the American Bank
Note Company;

(b), Continental plates 302, 303 replaced
Continental plates 23, 25 about June 1877,
were re-entered in 1880, and the “disappear-
ing secret marks” were caused by use of a
transfer roll of the National tvpe of 1870—
without secret mark—to re-enter one or both
plates 302, 303;*

(¢), A National type roll was used to enter
the 1oc design on American plates 377, 378,
and therefore stamps from those plates do
not have, and never did have, any trace of
a secret mark.

Demonstration that Theory No. 17 is cor-
rect will follow, together with facts about
many varieties on the Continental plates, and
some on the American plates, which the writer
has reason to believe have never been pub-

lished.

(To be continued.)
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The Pre-stamp Postmarks of

AUSTRIA

A Monograph about the
postmarks used in Austria
before June 1, 1850.

By Epwin MUELLER

Part Il ©

Types of Town Postmarks

A large part of all Austrian pre-stamp
postmarks were a product of private initia-
tive. All post offices, which were adminis-
tered by hereditary or appointed postmasters,
had to procure the postmarks at their own
expense and few directives were given to them
in regard to their appearance. It was pre-
scribed only that the postmarks had to con-
tain the name of the post office and, since
1839, the date; other details were left to the
postmasters. As the official language in Aus-
tria was at all times German, the German
name of the post office had to be used; only
when no such name existed, the customary
name in the main language used locally was
permissible.

Only those post offices which were adminis-
tered by government employees received their
postmarks through their Provincial Postal
Administrations, which in turn partly pro-
cured them through the General Postal Ad-
ministration. But the number of these gov-
ernment-administered post offices became
more numerous only toward the end of the
pre-stamp period. There is no doubt, that
many postmasters employed local engravers
(or less skilled metal workers, such as lock-
smiths and the like) to manufacture post-
marks for them. These primitive locally
made postmarks usually show remarkably

*(Continued from page 99)

good taste and sometimes excellent workman-
ship, but also frequently prove that the work-
man was out of his element when making a
postmark. In the earliest days, foreign post-
marks, later those of other post offices, were
frequently used as examples for the work.
This accounts for a certain similarity in the
design of the postmarks of post offices geo-
graphically remote from each other. Aside
from this, some local engravers gained a rep-
utation for being competent makers of post-
marks and they were employed not only by
the local but also by other neighborhood post
cffices. In other cases, postmasters asked the
Provincial Postal Administration to help them
to procure suitable postmarks and the ad-
ministration employed an engraver, thereby
providing similar types of postmarks to vari-
ous post offices in the province. Finally some
Provincial Postal Administrations, which
could not find able engravers, probably even
some postmasters, petitioned the General
Postal Administration for suitable postmarks.
In this way they received the same types of
postmarks, which were officially supplied to
the post offices administered by government
employees.  Therefore, locally, regionally
and centrally produced postmarks existed
simultaneously and while it is not possible to
separate them completely—as local engravers
frequently imitated the regional and central
types—they all together account for the great
variety of types which can be found »mong
the pre-stamp postmarks of Austria. The
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frequent violations of the regulations re-
garding town names and date indications
added to the variety. Town names can also
be found in Hungarian or Italian, where Ger-
man names existed. In Hungary town names
exist on postmarks also in Latin, the old-
time language of the Hungarian educated
class or in French; one case of a Latin town
name is also known from Galicia. Even a
few bi-lingual postmarks—Hungarian-Ger-
man or Hungarian-Latin—can be found.
About the date indication, some new post-
marks without date were procured many years
after 1839. The greatest variety can be
found after 1818, up to the end of the pre-
stamp period and partly even in the period
of postage stamps, making the cancellations
on the classic stamps of Austria also such an
attractive and diversified field.

The oldest Austrian postmarks were en-
graved in metal (steel, copper and various
alloys) or cut in wood. Aside from these
postmarks in immovable type, early in the
18th century appeared postmarks, which
were put together from movable type, assem-
bled in a suitable holder in the same way as
printing type for typography is set. These
movable-type or type-set postmarks can be
found at various post offices up to the end
of the pre-stamp period and are not only re-
sponsible for frequent changes—as the post-
marks of this kind were frequently taken
apart for cleaning or improvements and re-
set in a different way—but also for spelling
errors which occurred occasionally, like
CRNOSTADT for CRONSTADT or
POTCSHATEK for POTSCHATEK, etc.
Later, when the date was added to the
postmarks, this part was always made up
from movable type and it is not surprising,
that inverted date figures or names of months
or date on top instead of below the town
name are fairly common and even erroneous
or unusual spellings or abbreviations oc-
curred at times.

Some postmarks had a very long history,
as they were used during many decades. The
longest life seems to have been had by a post-
mark of the Hungarian town of Tokay, which
was used for fifty years, from 1752 to 1790
and then again from 1818 to 1831, but other
18th century postmarks, some of them even
from post offices in occupied territory, had
also records of use for several decades. Of
course, some of these long-lived postmarks

showed marked signs of wear and in several
cases they became so worn, that they were
undecipherable at the end of their use. This
was especially true of 18th century postmarks,
while those procured after 1818 were mostly
of harder material and also show deeper en-
graving. From 1844, all centrally made post-
marks were prepared exclusively from steel.
Another kind of apparent wear can be men-
tioned here, the alternate appearance and
disappearance of a “frame” on the same post-
mark. Actually, this had nothing to do with
wear. The “frame”, which was mostly rec-
tangular or oval, is only a marking of the
outlines of the handstamp, which printed
when the handstamp was applied to a thick
or soft letter, while on a thin or hard letter
it did not show and no “frame” is visible.

During the occupation of Austrian terri-
tory in the Napoleonic Wars, all occupying
powers provided centrally made postmarks of
special types. In accordance with the official
language, in the areas under Bawvarian rule
the town names were not changed, but in the
{talian ruled parts all town names were given
in Italian and in the Province of Illyria the
names of the post offices received a French
complexion on the postmarks. There was
little variety in the types, but they were, partly
with changes, continued in use after the end
of the occupation and contributed further to
the variety. During the rebellion in Hungary
in 1848, the official language there became
Hungarian and a few postmarks with town
names changed accordingly appeared; these
were mostly abolished after the defeat of the
revolution.

There are a few cases known where the
postmark of a post ofice which was shifted
to another town in the neighborhood was
kept by the new post office without change
and such postmarks with incorrect town name
were used for months, even for years, before
a new postmark with the correct name of the
post office was procured.

In other cases, the postmark for the new
location was made in the same type as that
for the previous one, which is especially ob-
vious, when the post office which was shifted,
had employed some unusual postmark type
locally manufactured.

The earliest types of Austrian postmarks
were either frameless straight lines or they
had, but much less frequently, a rectangular
frame. Only very few other types like ovals
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or ornamented straigcht lines can be found
among the 18th century postmarks. After
1818, frameless and framed postmarks were
first equally common, with oval frames pre-
dominant, but also a wide array of fancy
frames. But after 1830 more and more new
frameless postmarks were introduced and
the framed postmarks became a small mi-
nority, until around 1840 postmarks with
circular frame started to appear, first as
regional types, and since 1846 as centrally
manufactured ones. They began to replace
the frameless straight line and curved post-
marks which had for about ten years been al-
most the only new postmarks procured. First
double circles, later, in the last months of
the pre-stamp period, also single circles, were
created. Aside from a few locally manu-
factured ones, with or without date, single
circles, but without date indication, had been
already used in the 18th century for the only
regional type of that period.

While the 18th century postmarks were
rather simple and with few exceptions had
no ornaments, the postmarks introduced be-
ginning in 1818 show a great variety of dif-
ferent ornaments. Traditional ones, which
were symbols rather than ornaments were the
arms of Austria, the double-headed eagle,
and the posthorn. Both can be found on
postmarks, alone or together. They are al-
most always found on post office seals, which
only occasionally served as postmarks; but
they are also used here and there on locally
manufactured types and also on one regional
type. Other ornaments from simple lines to
rich garlands, or stars and rosettes, can be
found on many locally and regionally as well
as centrally manufactured postmarks. Some
types of ornaments are typical for certain
regional or central types, especially on the
postmarks with oval and circular frames.
Together with the various and sometimes
oddly shaped frames, the great variety of
different ornaments give the Austrian post-
marks most of their attractiveness.

On money letters, which included currency
or banknotes, large towns partly used post-
marks, which cannot be found on other let-
ters. This can be explained by the fact that
such letters were not handled by the post
offices themselves, but by the mail coach
agencies; in the large towns these operated
separately and had their own handstamps in
use for receipts etc. These handstamps were

also used on money letters to mark the place
of origin. These markings closely resemble
regular postmarks and only the fact that
they are only found on money letters distin-
guishes them from those used on regular let-
ters.

One of the characteristics of the pre-stamp
Austrian postmarks is the addition of the
word “Von” which means “From” before the
town name on some postmarks and which was
frequently abbreviated to “/.” In a few
cases the French “De” or the Italian “Da”
was used instead. The earliest postmarks,
those of Vienna of 1751, had a “V.” before
the town name and later this indication or a
“Von” can be found on a great number of
postmarks, with no apparent system. After
1818, only relatively few new postmarks with
“V.” or “Von” appeared. In the following
years, the “Von” or “V.” was removed from
most of them as well as from some old post-
marks of the same kind, held over from the
18th century. But occasionally later, in a
few cases even after the introduction of dated
postmarks, new postmarks with a “V.” before
the town name appeared and some of them
can be found even for several years after
1850.

Changes in  postmarks occurred quite
frequently and it is not always easy to trace
them. One of the most common was the ad-
dition of a date to a hitherto dateless post-
mark, by attaching a suitable device for the
date indication. But also the opposite trend
can occasionally be found, when the date in-
dication—or the year date only—was re-
moved. Frequent are also intentional or ac-
cidental mutilations of postmarks. In many
cases a frame or part of it was removed,
creating an entirely different type of post-
mark. Part of the town name was also oc-
casionally changed by removing certain let-
ters. A frequent change was the removal of
the “Von” or “V.” before the town name.
Some postmarks were subject to several
changes, for example first the removal of a
frame, then of the “V.” before the town
name and next the addition of the date indi-
cation. A number of worn postmarks were
re-engraved. Many postmarks which were
procured during foreign occupation were sub-
ject to appropriate changes when their use
was continued after Austrian administration
had been reinstated.
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Five main types of lettering were used for
the town names or other inscriptions in Aus-
trian postmarks; Roman, gothic, scr:pt and
text letters as well as Roman italics. Gothic
letters appear during the pre-stamp period
only in a few isolated cases on postmarks.
Roman, script and text letters can be found
simultaneously, from 1751 to 1850 but post-
marks with text letters (mostly “Old Eng-
lish”), which were the most numerous among
the 18th century postmarks, are exceptions
among the postmarks created after 1818.
Roman italics can be found only in very few
cases among the early 18th century post-
marks, but the use of this type of lettering
after 1818 became almost as frequent as that
of Roman or script letters. Town names and
other inscriptions in Roman letters or italics
were usually in capitals, but the use of
mixed letters (the first letter capital, the oth-
ers lower case) was not unusual for inscrip-
tions in Roman letters. Inscriptions in script
or text letters consisted practically always of
mixed letters; the use only of capitals was a
rare exception. A peculiarity of some post-
marks in Roman capitals (and a few in capi-
tal italics) was the use of small and large
capitals, the first letter of every word being
in larger type than the others. This was
characteristic of many postmarks which ap-
veared under Italian occupation, but can be
also found, but much less frequently, in other
periods or other parts of the country. Rather
unusual are those postmarks which have the
inscriptions in negative letters. Aside from
nost office seals, which were only occasionally
used as postmarks, this peculiarity can be
found not only on a number of locally manu-
factured postmarks, but also on one regional
type.

A relatively small number of mostly locally
manufactured postmarks included indications
about the type of post office, where they were
used, sometimes giving the full title, some-
times only abbreviated, for example, “K.K.
P.S.” for “K.K. Post-Station” or “B.S.” for
“Briefsammlung.” In some cases, the abbre-
viations are not so easy to explain; for ex-
ample, “K.K.G.A.P.” which stood for “K.K.
Grenz-Absatz-Postamt” or “K.K. T.P.A.” for
“K.K. Teilungs-Post-Amt.” Comparatively
few postmarks during the pre-stamp period
included in addition to the town name indi-
cations, giving the name of the province or
stating more accurately the location. This

was mostly done in cases where several post
offices of the same or similar name existed,
but such necessary indications were also fre-
quently omitted. In very few cases, the name
of the supervising post office was included
in the postmark of a letter collecting agency.

During the last years of the pre-stamp
period, a number of post offices were opened
in railroad stations, but indications of this
fact were usually included in the postmarks
only when another post office existed in the
same town. Either the full indication “Bahn-
hof” (Railroad Station) or “Eisenbahn”
(Railroad) was given or abbreviations “B.H.”
and “E.B.” were used.

Special postmarks for letters arriving by
sea in Austrian ports were introduced as early
as 1830, but all known examples are from the
last years of the pre-stamp period. The let-
ters “C.V.” are abbreviated for “Col Va-
pore,” Italian term for “By Steamship.”

The date indication on the postmarks con-
sisted either of day and month only or with
added year date. 'The name of the month
appears usually in German, but in the Ital-
ian-speaking areas frequently in Italian. Only
occasionally other languages, as Hungarian
or Polish or even Latin can be found. Quite
frequently the month is given in figures
(Arabic or, occasionally, Roman). For the
last four months of the year, in a few cases
an odd kind of writing, going back to the
Latin origin of the names of the months, was
used, namely “7ber” (September), “8ber”
(October), “gber” (November) and “Xber”
(December). Following the German custom,
the figure representing the day usually ap-
peared to the left of the month, but in a
number of cases it was placed to the right of
the month, especially in Hungary, where this
was the custom. Only when the town name
was in Roman letters or italics, the date was
usually in the same type. Postmarks with
the town name in script letters had the date
almost always in Roman letters or italics.
In a few cases negative lettering was used
for the date. In some postmarks, procured
at the end of the pre-stamp period for large
post offices, aside from the date a number
with added “Exp.” or “E.” for “Expedition”
which means “Mailing,” was included; for
example “I.LE.” for the first mailing of the
day. In a few cases, this mailing indication
was added by a separate handstamp to a regu-
lar town and date postmark. In some post-
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marks of large towns the hour of mailing is
indicated.

To get a clear picture of the chronology of
types of town postmarks, it seems advisable
to divide the postmarks of the pre-stamp
period into three groups. The first group
contains all postmarks which appeared be-
tween the introduction of postmarks in 1751
and the abolition of the use of postmarks in
1790. These 18th century postmarks are not
very diversified, but include the rarest ones
and have been registered only quite incom-
pletely, leaving open much work for further
research. The second group covers the period
from 1790 to the end of 1817, when practi-
cally no postmarks were used and no new
ones were created in the provinces under Aus-
trian rule, but numerous new postmarks ap-
peared in the provinces occupied by foreign
powers. The third group is the most diversi-
fied and colorful, covering the period from
1818 to May 31, 1850, the end of the pre-
stamp period in Austria. Not only a small
number of carry-over postmarks from the
18th century group and numerous ones from
the second group can be found, but also a
great variety of new types, many of them of
unique and unusual design. Aside from this,
a number of profound changes took place in
this period, among them the inclusion of the
date indication in the postmarks, as well as
the creation of special Paid and Registered
postmarks. When, with the advent of the
postage stamp, the Austrian Postal Adminis-
tration, decades ahead of those in other coun-
tries, decided to use the postmarks also as
cancellers, an extremely great variety of pre-
stamp postmarks was available and was used
for this purpose.

Group I: 18th Century Postmarks
(1751 to 1790)

The oldest known Austrian postmarks,
those of the capital Wien, from 17571,
had rectangular frames. ‘They had the
inscription “V. Wienn” either in mixed ital-
ics or in mixed text letters.* In the im-
mediately succeeding years, these first two
postmarks underwent characteristic changes.
First the frame was removed from both and
shortly later also the “V.” was cut off, leav-
ing simple unframed straight line postmarks
with the inscription “Wienn” in mixed italics
and mixed text letters respectively. This
development seems to have set the pattern
for the other postmarks of this period. The
majority of them had the indication “Von”
or abbreviated “V.”, in a few cases the French
“De” or the Italian “Da” before the name
of the post office. A small number had rec-
tangular frames; all others were straight
line types. Before 1780, most of the post-
marks were in Roman capital letters, only a
few in mixed text or mixed script letters and
in mixed italics. After 1780 this changed
somewhat, as now most of the newly cre-
ated postmarks were of mixed text type,
while postmarks in Roman capital letters
were in the minority and only few others,
like mixed Roman, mixed script or mixed
italic types can be found. Most of the post-
marks of this group were engraved in metal
or cut in wood, but a few postmarks assem-
bled from movable type appear early too.
Only the postmarks of Friesach come with
date (with and without added year date);

* All drawings of postmarks were made by the
author and are, with few exceptions, taken from his
collection and are in the original size.

V-Wienn.

7

v:wienmn

8

Fig. 7, 8.

18TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. The oldest Austrian postmarks

(Wien, 1751).
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none of the other postmarks of this period
have any date indication.

Except for a few isolated cases, such as an
ornamented straight line type “Jaromierz” of
1771, no irregular types of postmarks can be
found in the 18th century group. Occasion-
ally ‘post office seals, which showed in an oval
the town name, with the Austrian eagle at
top and a posthorn at bottom, all in nega-
tive were also used as postmarks, but they
were intended for other use and are not real

postmarks; this is also true for a circular
“PETERWARDEIN NETTO” with post-
horn in center, which can occasionally be
found and was decades later, after 1850,
used even as canceller.

Of the newly acquired provinces, only Ga-
licia added to the variety of the postmarks of
this group. The Polish Postal Administra-
tion had introduced postmarks a few vears
before the first partition of Poland, which
brought Galicia to Austria. From this ter-

V. TYRNAU.

v dedenbiirg)

2

10

(VCeagenfur th)

v LEGRAD
13

De CZASLAU

V.EGER

12

vHEIDE

20

v Cuns
?’Oeaeﬂbaury
2

Bon Klattau
24

5 Comestor
27

VON BOTZEN

14

de Klattau

17

von Leutschau
15

DAL BORGO
18

DON])€4G

von Carlsburg

v.c(Rgue/mr()o
Ao \5 9 rfg

von Eriefady 8 Oet.1787

28

Fig. 9 to 28.

18TH CENTURY POSTMARKS.

Framed and straight line postmarks with

“VON” (“DE”, “DAL”) or “V.” before the town name.
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29 o

Exlow

33

CUNS  PRAG

M-Varadiné
34

NYIR-HAZ woensvre  CayPstatt

geaéé’nwardowt K aab. poosnrze

o 32

Bilin.

35
36

Al

43

Buoe

Fig. 29 to 46.

18TH CENTURY POSTMARKS.

Framed and straight line postmarks,

town name only.

ritory, the first Polish postmarks known are
of 1768. They were obviously centrally pro-
cured and were circular or oval, with the
town name in the center, the Polish crown
above and a posthorn below. Only a few ex-
amples are known, in which these Polish post-

marks were used during the transition period
after change to Austrian rule. In 1773, the
first Austrian postmarks were introduced;
these closely resembled the previous Polish
ones, only the Polish crown had been re-
placed by the Austrian eagle. Only the large

47

Fig. 47, 48. 18TH CENTURY POSTMARKS.
Post Office Seals, occasionally used as post-
marks.
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ZAMOSC I
kg 50
Fig. 49, 50. POLISH POSTMARKS, used in

Galicia and Western Galicia under Polish rule

and during the transition period under Austrian
rule.
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IZDEBNLK IAROSLAW

33 Sk

Fig. 51 to 54. 18TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Regional Type for Calicia.

postoffices seem to have received such post-
marks, oval or circular, in a few cases with
slightly ornamented frames. They were ob-
viously made by the same engraver and are
therefore the first regional type, probably
manufactured in Lemberg; but it is possible,
that some of them were locally made, copy-
ing the regionally made type. After 1780,
gradually the same straight line and framed
postmarks as were used in the other prov-
inces were also introduced at the post offices
in Galicia.

No postmarks are known from Bucovina
before it came under Austrian rule in 1775
and no Austrian postmarks of the 18th cen-
tury from this province are known.

In the I/nn District, no postmarks seem to
have been used before it came to Austria in
1779, as postmarks were introduced in Ba-
varia only around 1780. Under Austrian
rule, the same types of postmarks appeared
as in other provinces.

Fig. 55, 56. VENETIAN POSTMARKS, used

in Istria under Venetian rule.

Group Il: Occupation Postmarks
(1790 to 1817)

It is one of the most amazing facts in the
history of the Austrian pre-stamp postmarks,
that, after a large percentage of post offices
had introduced and wused postmarks, sud-
denly and almost simultaneously the use of
postmarks was stopped entirely. Although
we can not give definitive reasons for this
turnabout, we have to record the fact that in
1790 all large post offices discarded their
postmarks and henceforth launched the let-
ters unmarked on their way. In the follow-
ing few years, postmarks also vanished from
the smaller post offices and until 1818, when
postmarks were generally introduced, the em-
ployment of postmarks was confined to scat-
tered and occasional use at some small post
offices.  Practically no new postmarks ap-
peared after 1790 in any provinces, as long
as they stayed under Austrian rule; the few
which are known seem all to have originated
earlier.

In the newly acquired provinces, the same
conditions prevailed as in the old ones. As
far as the post offices there had postmarks of
the pre-Austrian period, their use stopped ex-
cept in a few isolated cases and no new Aus-
trian postmarks were introduced. In W est-

SALZBURG

57

Fig. 57. “REICHSPOST” POSTMARK, used in
Salzburg prior to Austrian rule.
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58

INSBRUCK
3I MAR.1810

60

& VrnsBriick I 18 Ssm.

BREGENZ R.3.
6l

BOTZEN

59

R4.BAAD GASTEIN
62

R.4.BRIXEN.

HALL.R4. OBERMIEMINGEN R. %,
63 64

19 IAN. 1812
65

Fig. 58 to 65. OCCUPATION POSTMARKS.. Bavarian Occupation (1805 to 1815).

ern Galicia, which came to Austria in 1795,
Polish-type postmarks, similar to those al-
ready described for Galicia, were used before
Austrian rule. A few of these attractive
postmarks, town name or initial letter of
town name, crown and posthorn, are known
used after 1795, but no new Austrian post-
marks appeared. From Dalmatia and Istria,
which came to Austria in 1797, no postmarks
of the period under Venetian rule are known,
except from the main post office of Capo d’'Is-
tria. In the Republic of Venice the first
postmarks appeared as early as 1713, but in
the rather neglected provinces on the other
side of the Adriatic the oldest known post-

mark is of 1786. These Venetian-type post-
marks are all upright ovals with the town
name, first with the ducal crown of the
doges at top, as used at large post offices in
the republic since 1783, in isolated cases as
early as 1781. Later, from 1792, a quite odd
looking lion, the symbol of the Republic of
Venice appears at top. This type was intro-
duced in Venetia in 1784, and put in general
use in 1795. None of these postmarks is
known used after 1797, but it is quite pos-
sible that they were continued in use at least
for a short period, probably after removing
the now unpopular Venetian lion, as was
done for many postmarks in Venetia itself.

66

DA -TRENTO:

69

AQUILEJA CAPOD ISTRIA

BOLZANO

70

67

ALA
68

ROVEREDO
DIP"ALTO ADIGE

7l

Fig. 66 to 71. OCCUPATION POSTMARKS.
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Italian Occupation (1805 to 1815).
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VILLACH
ILLYRIE

VUCINICHSELO
~ILLYRIE ~

15

EP
TRLESTE
ILLYRIE

DEB.
FIUME
ILLYRIE

ks

KRAINBOURG

16

Fig. 72 to 76. OCCUPATION POSTMARKS.

No new Austrian postmarks seem to have
been introduced. In Salzburg and Berchtes-
gaden, where the “Reichspost” of the Thurn
and Taxis family was in charge of the postal
service, “Reichspost” postmarks, all straight
lines without frames, were used as in Ba-
varia since about 1780; the first example of
Salzburg is known from 1786, a single
straight line in Roman capitals. No new post-
marks were introduced when the provinces
came under Austrian rule, in 1805, and the
use of the old postmarks seems to have
stopped soon thereafter.

An entirely different picture presents itself
in those provinces, which were occupied by
foreign powers during the Napoleonic Wars.
Postmarks were introduced soon at all post
offices; many of them had no postmarks un-
der Austrian rule and their foreign-created
postmarks were the first ones used there.
In the provinces, which came under Bavarian
rule, Bavarian type postmarks were intro-
duced only reluctantly. As the Bavarian
types—straight-lines in Roman or text let-
ters or in italics—were quite similar to the
Austrian types of the same period, it is diffi-
cult to ascertain the origin of some post-
marks, but the first Bavarian types seem not
to have been used before 1808, in which year
also the first postmark with date was intro-
duced at Innsbruck, the capital of Tyrol.
The zone-postmarks, which had been intro-
duced in Bavaria in 1801 were at first not
used in the annexed Austrian provinces, ex-

French Occupation (lllyria, 1809 to 1815).

cept in Vorarlberg, where they were intro-
duced in 1805. From a zone-postmark of
Innsbruck, erroneously introduced in 1808,
the “R. 4”7 before the town name was re-
moved before it was used. Only in the last
months of 1810, the zone-system was extended
to all former Austrian provinces and the
special centrally procured zone-postmarks
were introduced. They were straight lines
in Roman letters or Roman italics, with the
indication “R.4” before or after the town
name. In Vorarlberg, the indication “R.3”
had been used. The three main post offices,
Brixen, Innsbruck and Salzburg, had also
such postmarks with the date (day, month and
year) in a second line.

In the provinces under [talian rule new
postmarks were generally introduced shortly
after the occupation. They were [talian-type
postmarks, straight lines, obviously centrally
manufactured, which are characterized by the
use of large and small Roman capitals for
many of them, 1806 in Istria and Dalmatia
and 1810 in Italian Southern Tyrol. A few
framed postmarks, in one case with the addi-
tional inscription “Dipartimento di Alto
Adige,” were also used, but no postmarks
with date indication can be found.

In the French Province of Illyria, in 1810
a standardized French type of postmarks,
straight lines with Roman capital letters, was
centrally procured and generally introduced.
It consisted of the town name—in a Galli-

cized form—in the first and “ILLYRIE” in
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VON ERLAU

v:MUNKATS
80 8l

vOROS
HAZA

84

V:Auscha

v Seerdasch,

v. NIMES

77 18
v EPERIES

VHUNGRLSCHBROD
ST.WISCHAU

v %wwcéw/ a@r‘ag
89

v:T1szaUsLAK
79

VonZwodau.

82

DA DIGNANO.

85

V:KAPOLNA

87

Fig. 77 to 90. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS.

(“DA”) or *V.” before the town name.

the second line. These postmarks were used
for unpaid letters and special postmarks were
introduced for paid and forwarded paid let-
ters, as were used in the other French prov-
inces. They were the first special postmarks
of this kind for Austrian territory. Those for
paid letters had a “P.P.” (Port Paye) above
the town name. The special postmarks for
forwarded paid letters showed the indication
“DEB.” (Debourse) at top to warn that
postage for forwarding was due. As rela-
tively few letters were forwarded, only a
small number of “DEB.” postmarks are
known, although most post offices may have
had them. Of other types of postmarks only
a few, apparently locally made ones for large
post offices, are known from Illyria.

The sharp contrast between the provinces
under Austrian rule, which used no post-
marks, and those under foreign rule, with its
general use of postmarks, lasted until 1815,
when the lost provinces were regained by
Austria. Then, until the end of 1817, the
use of postmarks deteriorated also in the

Dateless straight line postmarks, with “VON”’

formerly occupied provinces, until in 1818
the Austrian postmarks had their renaissance.

Group I11: 19th Century Postmarks
(1818 to 1850)

When, after a period of 28 years without
postmarks, the decree of November 18, 1817,
ordered the introduction of postmarks at all
post offices, not all of them had to provide
new postmarks. The report on which the
above decree was based, stated on the basis
of a census at all post offices, that “157 post
offices in the newly acquired provinces and
even several in the old provinces” were in
the possession of postmarks. Unfortunately,
the accompanying list gives only the names of
74 post offices, excluding the letter collect-
ing agencies. As most of the post offices
named, except for 15, were in the “old prov-
inces,” it is safe to assume that more than
200 post offices (including letter collecting
agencies) had postmarks before the end of

1817.

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. 3 201



AusTrRiIA—PRE-STAaMP POSTMARKS

VON TARNOW

98 99 100
(EPERIES G
[e]] 102 103

e O\
V.MISKOLCZ
g

Fig. 91 to 103. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless framed postmarks, with “VON"

or “‘V.” before the town name.

Only a small part of the old handstamps,
now put again to use, were I8th century post-
marks, which were preserved from the time
before 1790. Most of them were from large
post offices in those provinces, which stayed
under Austrian rule during the Napoleonic
Wars. But some of them were from terri-
tory which was occupied and the postmarks
kept for re-use. Very few, but neverthe-
less some of the earliest types of the 18th
century postmarks have been found re-used
after 1817, the great majority of them types
which were introduced between 1780 and
1790. Some of them were in slightly worn
condition, but most of them were in good
shape and fit well with the newly provided
postmarks. The great majority of these 18th
century postmarks were used for a short

period only, but some of them occasionally
also later, even a few after 1850.

The great majority of all postmarks which
were re-used or continued to be used were oc-
cupation postmarks from provinces which had
been under foreign rule before 1815. A num-
ber of post offices seem not to have stopped
the use of postmarks when they again came
under Austrian rule, but others did. Now
the use of all these postmarks was ordered
and, as a general rule, obeyed. Most of the
post offices made no changes in the post-
marks, especially in those provinces which
had been under Bavarian rule. Here the
postmarks with the indication “R.4” or “R.3”
were kept, in many cases unchanged, for dec-
ades even at large post offices like Innsbruck
and Salzburg. At most post offices, these
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GRUNAU NEUPACKA. HOF inMeahren
104 los 106
LANDECK SCHEERDING LEIBNITZ
107 iog 109
eikersdo Sar- NEUTRA
Auicha Wekeslod, B0 ird,  UNGARN
12 13
NEUMARK NEUSTADTL KENTY
RN ILLYRIEN GALIZIENN
1S e
St. VEIT BESZTERCZEBANYA BESZTERCZE:B:
Kérnten. CNEUSDRL) VEOSOLI UH,
17 18 :
119
KROSMO "Th-Zsambokreth
120 121

Fig. 104 to 121. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless straight line postmarks in Roman
or gothic type.

BARTATOW  NIEDERNDORF. KROSNO

122 a3 124

PCIGLO  SCHGNLINDE ﬁ ag Babocja

125 126 127 128

Fig. 122 to 128. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless straight line postmarks in Roman
italic type.
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Franylrun qu Q@

Tor mf/% BLAid  Bot it

132

Fig. 129 to 137,
script type.

postmarks were changed one after the other
by removing the “R.4” or “R.3”, but it took
small post offices almost to the end of the
pre-stamp period for this to be generally ac-
complished. The postmarks which were used
in the territory occupied by Italy had with
few exceptions no special distinctions and
were continued in use without change. Only
those which showed the town name in Italian
were replaced by postmarks with the German
name, as far as such names existed. The
post offices, which were located in the French
province of Illyria, had partly old postmarks
from the time before 1809, especially in those
parts, which were under Italian rule from
1805 to 1809. They were usually retained
without change. The post offices which had
the special postmarks with “ILLYRIE” in a
second line mostly continued to use these

19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless straight line postmarks in

postmarks without change, some of them right
up to almost the end of the pre-stamp period.
Where changes were made, they consisted
either in removal of the French word “ILLY-
RIE” or, in a few cases in adding an “N” to
that word, transforming it in this way in the
German word “ILLYRIEN.” The post-
marks with the “P.P.” or “DEB.” indication,
were, as not in conformity with the Austrian
postal system, generally not re-used or only
after removal of the offending indications.
The overwhelming majority of all post-
marks used after 1818 were newly created
ones. The greatest variety of types appear
and it is not easy to bring them into a suit-
able system, as it is sometimes quite difficult
to distinguish between central, regional and
local types. 'The decree which introduced
postmarks generally left the postmasters a

Sternberg

138

3unglmn:,[au

139

Fig. 138, 139.

19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless straight line postmarks in text type.
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7ARA (MONFALCONE) THUR_OCZ-

140
STAAB Sabaria. POSORITZ) [KKGAPGorz|
143 ke 146 . 16

Th.
ZSAMBOKRETH.

147

SAURIT SCH
IN UNTERSTEIERMARK.

149

SZEGSZARD | [ 7 ZweRimetiad)) | Trerlo-

150 151 152

Fig. 140 to 152. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless postmarks with rectangular
frames,

VOLKERMARKT [PRIVITZ) GRUNBERG

153 154

155
““““““ > laeniaelas T ot ol 4 LT T R R T
g Pestg BRODY.!  SIOFOK{ ‘tsaxnaLma}
NCCRRNRERRNEIN »o.<>-<>-<»< +++++++++++++
156 157 158 159
3)_ P 'y
Suegedin] o
J.-)_ ....... .“.M. @
160 16l 162

Fig. 153 to 162. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless postmarks with ornamented
rectangular frames.
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165

(SCHEIBBS)
163

(Palernion)
168
166
167

WEISKIRCHEN GR:GORICZA
in jIa/vr'v <INCROATIEN>
171

170

MARBURG
INnSTEYER

176 177
WAIDHOFENAD.1PS
e 180

Fig. 163 to 180. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless postmarks with oval frames,
town name in Roman type.
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&
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Fig. 181 to 189. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless postmarks with oval frames,

town name in Roman italic or script type,

free hand regarding the type of postmark
they should use, when only the name of the
post office was properly included. The varie-
ty would have been still greater than it was,
had not several Provincial Postal Administra-
tions made efforts for similarity by providing
samples of suitable postmarks or providing
postmarks themselves. It even seems that
some stubborn postmasters, who did not com-
ply with the regulations, got a postmark de-
livered without request with the costs charged
to their accounts. Only a relatively small
number of postmasters went entirely their
own ways and created postmarks in special
designs, which were unique and distinguished
themselves from those of all other post offices
by shape, ornaments or special inscriptions.
Most of the postmasters chose easier ways,
in either ordering the postmarks through the
Provincial Postal Administration or having
some engraver copy the postmark of another
post office which they found suitable. This
accounts probably for the fact that sometimes
widely separated post offices had similar post-

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. 3

marks or that foreign postmarks were ob-
viously taken as samples.

The decree of November 18, 1817 ordered
the introduction of postmarks “immediately,
but not later than from January 1, 1818”
and the first new postmarks can be found as
early as the last weeks of 1817. The order
was this time quite quickly obeyed and it can
be supposed that already at the end of 1818
most post offices and a large part of the let-
ter collecting agencies used postmarks.

The earliest generally introduced postmarks
—all making their appearance simultaneously
in 1818—were straight line ones—mostly in
Roman capitals—and such with rectangular
or oval frames, the oval types being the most
frequent, with ornaments as well as without.

The straight line postmarks were undoubt-
edly to a large extent centrally made, but
also provided in part regionally or locally,
usually without giving sufficient characteris-
tics to assign them to one of these three
groups. But there is reason to believe that
centrally only straight lines with Roman capi-
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Fig. 190 to 209. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS.

Dateless postmarks with ornamented oval
frames.
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Fig. 210 to 241. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless ornamented postmarks with oval
frames, town name in Roman type.
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Fig. 242 to 257. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless ornamented postmarks with oval

frames, town name in Roman italic or script type.

tal letters were provided, while those in other
types of lettering were mostly provided lo-
cally, probably some regionally. A great va-
riety in size and character of the letters makes
the straight line postmarks, which seem the
least attractive ones, nevertheless a rather
interesting field.

Not too numerous were the postmarks with
rectangular frames. They can be found at
post offices scattered throughout all provinces,
but with a bit heavier concentration in the
Italian speaking southern provinces; this fact
suggests regional origin. In most other cases

they were probably locally provided, although
similarity in their appearance, especially of
those used at larger post offices, suggests that
postmarks of this type were centrally manu-
factured. They all had the inscriptions in
Roman capital letters and it is safe to as-
sume that those with other types of letter-
ing are of local make.

The largest and most diversified group
among the postmarks, arising in 1818, were
those with oval frames. The postmarks of
this type without ornaments can be found in
all provinces, with the town name in Roman
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(SZAM0S ULVAR)
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263
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264 265
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Fig. 258 to 265. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless postmarks in negative type.

capitals or, much less frequently in script
letters. Of those with Roman capital let-
ters a larger percentage can be found in Dal-
matia, suggesting regional manufacture. The
others were partly centrally, partly locally
provided; among the latter belong also all
ovals with inscriptions in other lettering. Thhe
ovals with ornaments show a great number
of types, which differ not only in the shape of
the ornaments but also in their size and in
the character of the town name. But among
them are quite large groups of undoubtedly
central or regional origin. One of them,
with a garland above and a differently shaped
ornament below the town name, seems to be
a centrally manufactured type, but with a
distinct regional character. Almost all post-
marks of this type were used in Lower Aus-
tria, with a sprinkling in several other prov-
inces, but not in all. A similar large group
has a dot on top and below the town name,
with more or less curved lines to the left
and right of these dots. It seems also to be
a centrally manufactured type, but as it was
used almost exclusively in Hungary, includ-
ing Croatia-Slavonia, it has also a somewhat
regional character; similar types used in
other provinces seem to be of local origin.
These two largest groups of ornamented oval
postmarks always have the town name in
Roman capital letters. Another less frequent

type, probably also centrally provided, shows
only more or less curved lines as ornaments
and comes with Roman capital or script let-
ters. In Galicia, a regional type of ovals
showed wavy lines or similar ornaments
above and below the town name, which is in
Roman capitals. A regional type of ovals,
used in Southern Hungary only, has the town
name in italics or script letters, with various
shaped ornaments above and below the town
name. All other oval types, with a great
variety of ornaments, including posthorns, are
local types and can be found from widely
separated post offices in all provinces.

Among the most attractive pre-stamp post-
marks, for which there is no parallel in other
countries, belong the negative postmarks,
which can only be found in Hungary and
Transylvania, as exception also in Galicia.
In Transylvania, they were obviously a reg-
jonal type, as beginning 1818 a large number
of post offices had this impractical, never
clearly readable type of postmark, showing
the town name in italics (in a few cases in
Roman capitals) in a small box with rounded
corners and a double border line. In Hun-
gary a number of negative postmarks, all of
larger size, rectangular or oval, were used
beginning in 1818, at scattered post offices and
in all probability were locally made.
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Fig. 266 to 276.

In the first twenty years after 1818 there
were few fundamental changes. The main
types of straight line, rectangular and oval
postmarks as introduced in 1818 were pro-
cured, when the need for new postmarks oc-
curred, but the ornamented ovals became less
and less frequent and seem not to have been
procured after the end of the Twenties. The
straight line postmarks became more and
more prominent, with a liberal sprinkling
of unornamented oval and rectangular types.
Aside from this, the fanciest types of all pre-
stamp postmarks arose during this period,
all locally produced and mostly unique in
composition, lettering and ornaments. Many
of these postmarks show frames of various
shape, composed of small ornaments; they
show garlands, posthorns, stars, rosettes and
similar devices, making them the most at-

19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless ornamented straight line postmarks.

tractive among the pre-stamp postmarks of
Austria.

Most of the postmarks of the period be-
tween 1818 and 1838 had no date indication.
But a number of post offices, especially larger
ones, but also some quite small ones, started
to use new locally made postmarks with
date indications as early as 1818. Many of
them also showed the vear date and were
probably influenced in this regard by foreign
postmarks; but quite often the indication of
the year date was abolished after a few
years, probably because the postmaster did
not bother at the change of the year to pro-
vide the proper types for the new year date.
There are cases known where postmarks with
an entirely wrong year date, for example
1840 instead of 1850, were used for a long
period, because the postmaster obviously did
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Fig. 277 to 295. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless postmarks with odd-shaped frames.
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Fig. 296 to 303. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dateless ornamented postmarks with odd-
shaped frames.

7 OCT: w2  20.0ktober 16. APR.
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Fig. 304 to 312. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Date postmarks, used in addition to date-
less postmarks.

19 - 16.Jann.
18 =43 31 December 1839 18349
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Fig. 313 to 315. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Date postmarks with year date, used in
addition to dateless postmarks.
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Fig: 316; 317 19TH CENTURY POST-
MARKS. Mailing indication postmarks, used
in addition to dated postmarks.

not have the correct one. In the Thirties,
the General Postal Administration started
to promote inclusion of the date in the post-
marks and a number of such centrally made
postmarks were provided to large post offices
and in a few cases also to smaller ones.
This policy was generally adopted in 1838
and since then the centrally made postmarks
all had a date indication. Nevertheless,
several years later some centrally made date-
less postmarks were provided for new post
offices, because the establishment of these
post offices had been decided years before
and the necessary postmarks ordered. When
the opening of the post office was then de-
layed, it frequently started upon its actual
opening with an outmoded postmark. The
latest known case of a new post office using
at its opening a dateless postmark is from
1845; all post offices which opened later re-
ceived dated postmarks without exception, as
did the great majority of all new post offices
since 1838.

The first dated postmarks were provided
centrally and showed the town name in one
line and the date—day and month—in a sec-
ond one. The first postmarks of this kind,
in 1838, had the town name in script let-
ters; others with the town name in Roman
or italic capitals appeared only a few months

later in 1839. All three kinds of these post-
marks had the date either in Roman or in
italic capitals, never in script letters. This
type of postmark was provided to all new
post offices until 1846, but after 1841, no
more postmarks in script type were centrally
provided. Since 1845 only postmarks in
Roman capitals were provided and the use
of italics was also abolished.

Although the centrally provided postmarks
showed date indications as early as 1838,
only by May 1, 1839 was the inclusion of the
date in all postmarks generally ordered. It
was permitted to add the date in manuscript
to the old dateless postmarks and a number
of post offices did so until the end of the pre-
stamp period, a few even when they cancelled
stamps. Other post offices procured separate
date handstamps, with the name of the month
either in letters or in figures, some also with
vear date. They added them to the post-
marks, in stamping them separately on the
letters, usually near the town postmark. A
number of post offices joined their old post-
mark with a date device and in this way cre-
ated dated postmarks, which sometimes, es-
pecially when using straight lines, closely re-
semble the centrally made dated postmarks.
But a great number of post offices provided
locally new dated postmarks similar to those
centrally provided. Some of them came in
more or less fancy types similar to those prior
to 1839, but with date indication, thus making
the field even more colorful. Sometimes
they show similarities, which might be ac-
counted for by regional manufacture. The
straight lines in mixed letters, some of them
including the year date, as well as a larger
number of postmarks with the date in fig-
ures only, all of which are mainly found in
Bohemia, were probably such regional types.

vMIES
4.TAN:

318

vNEUGEDEIN.
24. Sept:

319

V.KRONSTADT
17. October 822

320

Fig. 318 to 320. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dated straight line postmarks with “‘V.”

before the town name.
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Several other regional types made their ap-
pearance in 1839. A few straight-line post-
marks, in Roman capitals with year date,
closely resembling the contemporary Bavarian

and Salzburg early in the Thirties. They
became a regional type in 1839 and a
large percentage of post offices in the two
provinces was provided with these character-

postmarks (where they were introduced in

istic postmarks with year date. In Galicia

the Twenties) appeared in Upper Austria and Bucovina a similar development oc-
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Fig. 321 to 340. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dated straight line postmarks in Roman type.
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Fig. 341 to 356.
italic, scrip or text type.

curred, when around 1830 a few dated post-
marks with a curved town name appeared,
which became a regional type in 1839, which
was used by a large percentage of post offices
in both provinces. In Tyrol and Vorarlberg
also a new regional type of postmark ap-
peared in the form of large double circles,
with or without ornaments, all with the date
(month in letters) in the center. These
were, aside from very few locally made types,
the first double circle postmarks used in Aus-
tria and probably influenced the later general
adoption of circular postmarks. A few other

19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dated straight line postmarks in Roman

locally manufactured double circle postmarks
appeared also in other provinces.

The regional types for Upper Austria,
Salzburg, Tyrol, Vorarlberg as well as Ga-
licia and Bucovina were all procured only
for a few years and no new ones appeared
after 1842, except for a few ‘“delayed” ap-
pearances. The influence of the General
Postal Administration on the procurement of
postmarks always became stronger and the
centrally provided types of postmarks gained
more and more prominence. This became
especially apparent when a new change in
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Fig. 357 to 372. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dated straight line postmarks with year date.
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Fig. 373 to 379. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dated curved postmarks.
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the policy of the General Postal Administra-
tion made double circle postmarks, with the
town name at top, a branch-like ornament at
bottom and the date in figures in the center,
the only central type provided hitherto. The
first postmarks of this type appeared in the

middle of 1846 and they were the only cen-
trally manufactured type until the middle of
1849, when this type was replaced by a simi-
lar double circle type, which had a star in-
stead of the ornament at bottom. Until a
few months before the end of the pre-stamp
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Fig. 380 to 390.

19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dated postmarks with rectangular frames.
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Fig. 391 6397

19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dated postmarks with oval frames.
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19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dated double circle postmarks.

Fig. 404 to 422.
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Fig. 398 to 403. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dated odd-shaped postmarks.
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Fig. 423 to 430. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS.

period these double circles with star at bot-
tom were assigned to all newly opened post
offices.

The last centrally provided type, which
appeared only a few weeks before the end of
the pre-stamp period was the single circle
postmark, with the town name at top and the

Dated double circle postmarks with year date.

date (month in letters) in the center. Only
a few large post offices received such single
circle postmarks and they are generally hard
to find on pre-stamp covers. A few other large
post offices at the same time became similar
postmarks, but with octagonal frame and
date (in figures) in the center. A few lo-
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Fig. 431 to 435. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dated single circle postmarks.
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Fig. 436, 437. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS. Dated postmarks with mailing indication.

cally provided single circle postmarks, all
with year date, existed even a few years ear-
lier, probably copied from foreign examples.

During the last years of the pre-stamp
period a few ship postmarks made their ap-
pearance. They were not used on the ships
themselves, but at the port of arrival and
indicated the origin of the letter. The in-
troduction of such ship postmarks was or-
dered as early as in 1830, but actually they
can be found only much later. Straight line
types without date, with Italian inscriptions,
were used.

For the newspapers delivered through the
mails, separate Postal Newspaper Agencies
(Zeitungs-Post-Expedition) existed in the
large towns, which used special postmarks
with appropriate inscriptions. As they can

CVDATRIESTE
438

Fig. 438. 19TH CENTURY POSTMARKS.
Ship postmark, used at arrival port.

only be found on newspapers and not on let-
ters, they do not need to be discussed in this
monograph.

When the pre-stamp period ended on May
31, 1850, a very large variety of postmarks,
including almost all different types created
since 1818, with and without date, were in
use and were carried over to the period of
postage stamps.

(To be concluded.)
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Supplementary Notes and
Comment On the Cen-
tenary Handbook of 1942

“100 YEARS AGO”

By Erriort PERRY

(Al rights reserved by Elliott Perry.)

(PART III)
(Continued from April.)

City Despatch Post
2 Cents Red

Comment on this alleged New York car-
rier stamp will be found on pages 54-56 of
“100 Years Ago.” Further investigation has
uncovered some interesting facts but nothing
to substantiate Luff’s claim that this 2c red
belongs among the New York carrier stamps
and that it was “the successor of the United
States City Despatch Post.”*

After the latter service was discontinued
by the Postmaster General late in November
1846, for several months or perhaps a year
letter carriers who had worked for it con-
tinued similar delivery service as a private
post called the Post Office City Despatch.
The possibility exists that this crude 2c red
adhesive was hastily prepared for use until
the value of the subjects on the City Des-
patch Post plate had been changed from
“THREE” to “TWO” and a supply of those
engraved TWO CENTS stamps from that

* This misinformation from page 231 of Luff’s book
is still being printed. It appears again on page 247
.of the 1949 edition of Scott’s United States Stamp
Catalogue Specialized.

plate had been obtained. In this case the 2c
red would have followed, and to that extent
have succeeded, the stamps of the United
States City Despatch Post, but that would not
make them official carrier stamps.

Another possibility is that the 2c red was
not issued in December 1846, but was printed
for a later proprietor of the post after the
TWO CENTS plate became too worn for
service. The indicated date may be as late
as 1853. Unless or until more reliable evi-
dence is available the date of use of the 2c
red, or the identity of the post which issued
it, can only be surmised.

The stamps are readily divided into two
groups. Some copies are fairly bright red on
white paper which is only slightly yellowish.
Other copies appear duller and browner and
the paper is less white, as if, perhaps, they
were from a small block or lot which had
been in a damp place and became mildewed.
Some of these dull brownish copies have been
affixed to covers and “tied” with a hand-
stamped PAID which, in a manner of speak-
ing, is no relation of Caesar’s wife.

That is to say, with intent to make these
City Despatch Post 2 cents stamps appear to
be United States carrier stamps, they were
affixed to covers which had been mailed and
postmarked long before, and particularly to
covers which showed the “NEW-YORK—
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2cts” drop letter marking because that hand- trated include all but one of the copies which
stamp was supposed to show delivery by Uni- have been recorded. Figures 57, 59, 60, 61
ted States letter carrier. and 63 are from photographs in the Pat Para-

The pair and six singles which are illus- graphs archives.

Figure 57—October (1845-1850)

Brownish  red stamp cancelled with a which was handstamped on prepaid mail at
curved Paid in red similar to the red PAID the New York post office.

s

Figure 58—March 17, (1846-1851)

Bright red stamp with pencancellation prepaid 2c¢ drop letter. From the Sidney A.
which is believed to be authentic. The un- Hessel collection.
dersize white envelope and contents were a
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Figure 59

This vertical pair is uncancelled and is the
only pair or other multiple piece which has
been recorded.

Figure 60

Uncancelled single, evidently from the top
row of a sheet and showing part of the stamp
next below.

Figure 61

Bright red single with manuscript cancella-
tion which is believed to be authentic.

Figure 62

Brownish red single on a cover to which it
is tied by a red PAID. Illustrated by courte-
sy of Conrad S. Ham.

Memo

Material is still needed to make the
story more complete. For this purpose Mr.
Perry desires to borrow (with privilege of
photographing) U. S. City Despatch Post
stamps and TWO CENTS City Despatch
Post stamps, used or unused, on or off
covers, whether in fine, fair or poor con-
dition, and will be glad to accord full
credit. Anyone having Scott Nos. 6LLB1 to
6LLB8 or 40L2 to 40L8 should write to
him at Box 333, Westfield, New Jersey.
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Figure 63

Bright red single, evidently from the top
row of a sheet and showing a bit of the stamp
next at right. Very lightly cancelled in pen-
cil, if at all.

Figure 64

Bright red single with manuscript cancel-
lation. Illustration by courtesy of Gene Cos-
tales and Harmer, Rooke & Co.

(To be Continued.)

BOOK REVIEWS

Le Service Postal Dans L’Isthme De Suez
Pendant Les Travaux De Creusement Du
Canal De 1859 A 1869. With 13 illustra-
tions and a map. 11 pages. By M. Jean
Boulad, F. R. P. S. L. Cairo, 1948.

The Stamps of The Suez Canal Company.

27 pages, with 16 illustrations. By Jean Bou-
lad, F. R. P. S. L. Cairo, 1948.

A traveller passing Alexandria or Port
Said seldom escapes being offered by so-called
stamp dealers ‘“guaranteed genuine Suez
Canal stamps.” If he is no real philatelist,
the said “dealers” do good business. If,
however, he is more critical he will know
that really genuine copies of these four
famous stamps are almost only to be found
in the stocks of reliable stamp houses in Lon-
don or New York, sometimes also in Alex-
andria itself, and he will more or less politely
decline the offer.

But the interested collector will find that
literature about these Suez Canal Company
stamps is deplorably scanty, that neither the
philatelic periodicals nor the handbooks give
sufficient information. We must, conse-
quently, welcome the two publications by M.

Boulad, in which he has set forth all this
valuable and interesting information. This
work is the result of the combined efforts of
the author, the brothers L. N. & M. Wil-
liams, Lt. Col. G. R. Worthington Wilmer
and Ibrahim Chaftar Bey.

It is here that we read for the first time
about the coming into existence of a set of
four stamps which was in use only from the
beginning of July to August 16, 1868.

Regarding the 1, 5, and 40 centimes de-
nominations, the researcher discovered that
the transfer to the printing stone was done in
blocks of four so that we can find four minor
types of each of these values occurring regu-
larly on the whole sheet of 120 stamps.
Strangely enough the 20 centimes was done
by transfering a single design. As some full
sheets of it still exist, a description of the
individual copies was comparatively easy.

Excellent enlarged photos and charts enable
the reader to grasp all the intricate details of
the description. In addition, the author suc-
ceeded in giving the full story of these stamps,
the postmarks, and even promises to publish
further, more of his admirable research work.

P. P. Lindenberg
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ARTHUR W. DEAS

On April 20, 1949, at the beginning of the
meeting, the Club, through President Rich-
ard S. Bohn, honored Arthur W. Deas by a
short well-spoken tribute and then presented
him with this scroll reading:—

Resolution passed by the Board of Gov-

ernors at the meeting held January

20th, 1949 :—

Whereas, Arthur W ellington Deas, be-

loved by all, has served The Collectors

Club as a Governor (1933-1949), Presi-

dent (1937-1942), Vice-President (1934-

1936), Secretary (1935-1936) and Secre-

tary-Treasurer (1934), and has maintained

an active interest in the welfare of The

Collectors Club for a period of twenty-one

years.

Be it Resolved that he is unanimously

elected Honorary Life Member of the

Board of Governors.

R. ). MECHIN and
ALEX A. COHEN

As already announced in The Collectors
Club Newsletter, an annual award for the

top article published in the Collectors Club
Philatelist had been stipulated by the Board
of Governors. Each year, the author of the
best article, selected by an Award Committee
appointed by the President of the Club, is to
be presented with a medal, most suitable as
a constant reminder of this well earned
honor.

The 1948 award winner was R. J. Mechin
of New York, N. Y. and Adlex 4. Cohen of
San Jose, Costa Rica who collaborated upon
the study entitled “Costa Rica, The First
Postage Stamps of 1863.”

DR. HERBERT MUNK

Because of his outstanding labors and
learned contributions to philately, Dr. Her-
bert Munk of Lugano, Switzerland, was
made an Honorary Life Member of The Col-
lectors Club at the May 1949 meeting of the
Board of Governors. Dr. Munk’s foremost
achievement is the editing and compiling of
the famous “Kohl Handbooks” to which The
Collectors Club has always been proud to
have the exclusive rights for their re-pub-
lication in English translations.

INCLUDES:

Canada
Newfoundland

JOHN A. FOX

L. 5. PRIGE LIST

OUR 68 PAGE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST
Free On Request

Confederate Issues
U. S. Possessions

Separate Listing of U. S. Plate
Number Blocks

Your Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers
Will Be Appreciated.

116 NAssAU STREET, N. Y. C., 7, NEW YORK

A\
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POSTAL STATIONERY

We list below what we can furnish in postal stationery of the United States

Possessions, and the Hawaiian Islands.

condition to list these.

We have too few of the Possessions in used

On the Hawaiian Islands, please use our numbers when

ordering:
Ent. Cut. Ent. Cut. Ent. Cut. Ent. Cut.
CUBA U3 3.75 3.50 | U23 2.75 2.50 | W2 4.25 4.00
U1 55 40 U4 1.00 .90 | U24 1.50 1.35 | W3 4.50 4.25
U2 45 ‘40 | U5 3.75  3.50 | U25 2.75 2.50 | W4 .12 .80
Us ‘30 o5 US6 135 1.25 [ U26 10.00  —
U4 35 .80|U7 3.00  2.75 [ U27 8.00  7.50 PORTO RICO
Us — 22508 .30 .26 | U29 — 14.00
U6 2.25 2.00 | U9 1.10 1.00 | U30 .05 .04 | U1 1.75 1.65
u7 — 5.50 | U10 1.10 1.00 | U31 .85 S5 | U2 2.00 1.90
U8 .35 .25 1 U11 .90 .80 | U32 .40 .38 | U3 .32 .30
U9 .15 12 U12 5.00 4.75 | U33 .48 45 | U4 .90 .80
U10 15 .13 | y1s 1.50  1.40 | U34 3.00 2.80 | U7 (used) — 2750
U13 .18 .14 | U14 8,50 7.50 | U35 .06 .05 | U8(used) — 32.50
U4 25 .20 1 U15 1.50 1.40 | U36 50 .48 | U10 — 9.00
u17 40 .38 1 U16 5.00 4.75 | U37 55 .62 | pu1 .50 48
w1 25 -22 | U17 .50 .40 | U38 .55 52 | U14 .85 .75
w2 — 1.00]U18 1.35 = gia( " 2.75 g.gg Uls 4.00 3.75
U19 1.35 L 0 (use 6.00 o Ulé 4.00 3.75
PHILIPPINES U20 135 —|uoa 07 .06 | U17 400 375
U1 .13 11| U21 3.00 — | U42 .12 — | J38 4.00 3.75
U2 1.10 1.00 | U22 1.35 1.25 | W1 .16 A3 | w .16 .15
1884-93 Unused Used
SG. Scott Ent. Cut Cut Ent.
E1l le Bluish Green (Medium) (10,000) ... . 2.00 1.10 .70 —
a la 1lc Pale Bluish Green (Medium) - .90 1.00 —
b 1lc Bluish Green (Small) 6.00 * * —_—
E 2 lc Yellowish Green on cre:
a 1 1lec Yellowish green on white (Medium) Pointed .35 .30 — —
E 3 2b 2c Dull rose pink on cream (Medium) Rounded 2.50 .50 .29 —
a 2¢ Dull Pink on cream (small) (150,000) 1.50 » * —_
b 2¢ Dull Pink on cream (small) Lined . S0 * * —
E 4 2¢ Pink (Medium) Pointed (5,000) ... 5.00 2.50 .90 -
E5 6 2¢ Pink (Medium) Rounded-Blue (2,000) 12.50 10.00 7.50 12.00
E 6 2¢ Rose on eream (Medium) Pointed (150 000) .50 .40 40 —_
a 2 2c Rose on white ... .45 .40 .36 —
b 2a 2c¢ Deep rose red on white . .65 .45 .32 .75
ET 3 4c Vermilion (Medium) (18,000) .. 3.50 1.25 2.00 —
E 8 i 4c Vermilion (Medium) Blue (2,000) 32.50 14.00 —_ —
E 9 4a 5c¢ Dark Blue (Medium) (118,000) 1.00 .85 .50 —_
a 4 5¢ Blue (Medium) ... 4.00 1.50 .70 —
b 5¢ Dark Blue (small) (20,000) . 1.25 » * —
E10 8 b5c Dark Blue (Medium) Biue (2 00 27.50 16.00 — —
E11 5 10c Black (Medium) (42,500) . 3.50 1.75 1.75 —
a 10c Black (Large) (9,000) 10.00 ¥ * —
E12 9 10c Black (Medium) Blue % 60.00 30.00 — —
E13 10 1c Yellow green on cream (16,000) . o .60 .60  1.00
a lc green on white ... - .60 — —
E14 11 2c¢ Bright rose on cream (37.000) .60 .28 — .75
a 2¢ Carmine on cream ... 75 .30 .60 —
b 2¢ Carmine on white .. — .50 — —
¢ 1la Var. Double overprint ... 15.00 — — —
E15 12 5c Blue on cream (Medium) (36,293) .80 .60 .45 —
a 5¢ Blue on white (Medium) — .75 .60 —
b 5¢ Blue on cream (Small) . 1.75 * * 2.00
c 12b Var. Double overprint ... 22.50 — — —
E16 13 10c Black (Medium) (17,207) 1.50 i 1.25 2.00
a 10c Black (large) ... .. 7.50 * * -
b 13a Var. Black. Double overprint .. 30.00 — —_ —_
E17 14 10c Black (Medium) Blue (500) 6.50 5.00 — —
1885 SPECIAL DESPATCH ENVELOPES
ESD1 UE1l 10c Black-Red Inseription (Medium) (2,000) ... 5.50 5.00 * L

STANLEY

38 (F) PARK ROW

GIBBONS, INC.

NEW YORK 7, N. Y,
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ALL AROUND
THE WORLD

In every part of the world where stamps are bought and sold the
name of Harmer, Rooke & Co., Inc. is renowned as that of the
leading firm of auctioneers of fine stamps. Philatelists know
that they can rely absolutely upon the service provided by a
firm which enjoys the complete confidence of the philatelic
world. That is why more and more collectors are sending their
fine stamps to us for sale.

Arrangements are now being made to include suitable properties
in auctions scheduled for the next months, and large or small
collections and single rarities can be accommodated. Write
at once for further details of the unrivalled auction service.
It costs no more.

Our catalogues are mailed to leading collectors and dealers
(by air when necessary) in Australia, Belgium, Central America,
New Zealand, Portugal, South America, South Africa, Sweden
and Switzerland and many other far off countries, thus assuring
maximum competition for your stamps.

ITARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inec.

International Stamp Auctioneers
560 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 19. N. Y.

IN ASSOCIATION WITH HARMER, ROOKE & CO.. LTD.
2 Arundel Street, Strand, London, England
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Jts
New!

the GIMBEL ALBUM
for UNITED STATES PLATE NUMBER BLOCKS

Complete coverage for all regular and commemorative
issues from 1938 through the Joel Chandler Harris
issue of 1948,

Every page suitably decorated, with ample mounting

frames provided for each block.
Fully illustrated.

Pages are printed on high grade Hammermill bond
paper, punched to fit standard three ring binder.

Illustrated supplements will be issued every year to

keep the album up to date.

ALBUM COMPLETE PAGES BLANK PAGES
With
BINDER Only with Decorative Border
Gold Stamped
$4.00 $2.00 50 for $1.00

GIMBEL’'S

World’s Largest Stamp Departments

33rd AND BROADWAY NINTH AT MARKET
NEW YORK 1, N. Y. PHILADELPHIA 5, PA.
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De Luxe
Blank
Albums

by Scott

@® The aristocrat of Scott Albums is the hand-

some No. 1 De Luxe (above). Post binder of
double board, covered in 34 real red morocco,
with imitation leather sides. Raised hubs on the
backbone, silk moire” lining and flyleaf. Gold
tooling on front and back covers, which are
beveled with round corners.

® The luxury album No. 2 De Luxe (below)

is almost as elegant. It is partly handmade,
has a cover with square corners, and a marbled
paper lining and flyleaf.

Both albums have 50 gilt-edge pages of fine
quality paper, quadrille ruled. Pages are 84 x 10Y4
inches, without hinge. Cellulose acetate inter-
leaving.

NO. 1 DE LUXE—S$25
NO. 2 DE LUXE—S$20

Order from your dealer

SCOTT

PUBLICATIONS, Inec.

1 W. 47th St., New York 19.
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Our

MERCURY STAMP JOURNAL

edited by Edwin Mueller

Will be sent, free of charge for one year, without any obligation, to all
members of the Collectors Club, who request it.

We conduct regular auctions, which are well known for their reliable descrip-
tions and the fine presentation of the material. |f you are not on our mailing
list, ask for the richly illustrated catalogs, which will be sent free. Lists of
prices realized are sent to all bidders after every sale, free of charge.

We have an extensive stock of foreign stamps before 1938 and will be
pleased to receive want lists.

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY
522 FIFTH AVE. (at 44th St.), NEW YORK 18, N. Y.
Telephones: MU2-7106 and 2-6976
Cable Address ‘‘MERCSTAMP NEWYORK”

We cg)pecia/ize
Un nzaémg your g{oéég
ﬂ @/easant @ne

Visit Us Or Send Us your Want List

Goromnet 630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.
ROCKEFELLER CENTER g'%izmqi P *
INTERNATIONAL BLDG. S -65
SUITE 1762 Shop
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.

SINCE 1929
MINT

AIRMAILS

EXCLUSIVELY

Choice and Unusual Items

Always on Hand

Prompt Personal Attention
to Your Wants

L. W. CHARLAT

AIRMAILS EXCLUSIVELY

New York 7, N. Y. @ 180 Broadway

/

&

HIGH PRICES PAID

We are in the market for
accumulations
of U. S., British Colonies,
Mails, etc.

Collections,

Foreign, Air
Mint,

General or Specialized. No

used or on cover;

lot too large or too small.
Submit with best price or
for our offer after inspec-

tion.

MARTIN STAMP CO.
233 West 42nd Street,
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

N\

i N
Monthly Auction Sales
At The
COLLECTORS CLUB
in New York
We Will Be Happy to Communicate

With Collectors
Take Advantage of the

Desiring to

Present

High Market.

Write for Catalogs to

LAURENCE & STRYKER

7 East 42nd St., New York 17, N. Y.
e P

CROSS STAMP CO.

551 FIFTH AVENUE,
NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK

AUCTION SALES
OUR SPECIALTY

Write for the catalogue of our|
forth-coming sales.

We solicit consighments of all types
of PHILATELIC MATERIAL.

Results of our sales show that satis-
factory prices are the rule rather |
than the exception.

If you have a large collection, or
‘single items of outstanding merit we
shall be at your service.

CROSS STAMP COMPANY
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FACTS

ABOUT SELLING YOUR STAMPS

Public Auction is the modern way to sell most collections.

We have been conducting sales for over 20 years and our effi-
cient, up to date, PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the maxi-

mum in results.

We can offer early dates and attractive terms. Liberal ad-
vances pending sale. Expert supervision of all material by

experienced philatelists.

OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila-
telic Properties privately, where this method is preferred. Our
advice, backed by over 20 years of ethical dealing is at your

service.

We are also prepared to purchase for cash Collections, Ac-

cumulations, Rarities, etc.

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY GIVEN

TRWIN HEIMAN

INC.

2 West 46th Street AN New York 19, N, Y,

Telephone: LUxemburg 2-2393
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U. S. STAMPED ENVELOPES

ALL UNUSED EITHER ENTIRE OR CUT SQUARE

The better grade envelopes are considerably scarcer than
most collectors realize. We have just purchased an accumu-
lation in very fine condition, and many of those offered here-
with we haven’t had in stock for years. |f already interested,
or you would like to start, write for a free copy of our complete

list.
Unused Unused Unused

Entire Cut Entire Cut Entire Cut
FULL.  cwwvms 10.00 6.50 | #U108 ..... 10.00 9.00 |[#U320 ..... 6.50 —
Ul2 ;esins 6.00 5.50 L2 « sosrove 5.00 — U336 .« owos 3.25 2.50
Ul smsians 17.50 16.00 W82 wwows 5.560 b5.25 UBBT & v 3.00 2.50
T16 .vvviee 9.00 7.50 U146 swsss 8.50 - U342 ..u. 3.50 3.40
W20 wsees 6.00 4.50 U149 w0 q s 7.00 - 343 pws ok 3.90 -
W21 © s 3.65 3.25 1 L1 3.50 3.00 V346 2wz st 5.00 —
U28 :aziss 65.00 — V8 17 SRS 8.00 - - UBAT com va 5.00 —
752 50.00 - W158 14.00 — U350A . — 30.00
L0 T S 3.00 2,25 U161 s 3.00 - i B339 [ 4.00 —
B8 & wwwms 11.00 - 7188 ..vo. 9.00 — T3TE o ss 5.656 5.00
M3y csamas 5.00 4.90 ULBT wwvtss 4.50 4.00 U408A — 99.00
TALA . e s 3.00 — U188 .nsss 7.00 - W410 4.75 4.65
AT  owoaww 9.00 — U198 s s 3.00 — w427 15.00 14.50
WhHL sowss 8.00 7.50 U204 ..... 3.00 2.75 Udbd ... 5.560  5.40
W60 | mrasisa — 3.00 U205 «w o 5.00 — VAT «.oms 7.00 —
VO oo sice 3.50 — U207 saams 3.50 — U462 s 7.50 -—
Y68 e 3:00 2.75 1208 « & 6 4.00 3.75 U468 i« ais 10.00 —
Wed .wwsus 3.50 — 209 - oo o 8.76 3.50 UABE o i 30.00 —
U6T ssspes 7.00 — L0704 L) Y 4.00 - U4Th . zus 9.50 - -
TO8 wwiviow 19.00 16.00 UL s e 4.00 3.75 U476 . .xas 4.00 -
DL ek 9.00 — 216 * ssares 12.00 9.00 U498 . .. .. 9.00 S
) L R 3.2b —_ U216, .« o one 9.00 7.00 U481A . 10.00 -
DA, « mie i e 7.00 — U224 ..,... 11.00 — U486 . 5as o 30.00 —
UFE . in e — 17.50 W22 uoxds 3.00 2.65 U489 ..... —  4.00
1155 5 — 13.00 U244 i 5 6.50 - TH00 2. 55 — 3.50
815 7 (R — 11.00 U266 ..... 4.00 3.50 Ub0Y ....- 3.75 —
WYY . can s — 7.50 D20 oo 6.00 - UB0Z &; a0 — 8.75
173 10 (S — 9.00 UZTA: ;65 11.00 - UH03 .nns 9.00 -
TREDD o wivn 11.50 — U277A 4.50 4.00 U509B 3.40 3.35
U104 .. — 15.00 w287 5.00 — UBLL cwms 11.50 —
{15 1) 15.00 — WSO s v 5.20 5.00 U620 wows: 11.00 10.50

ECONOMIST STAMP (6.. INC.

87 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK 7, N. Y.
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WE CARRY

British Empire
EXCLUSIVELY

@ur CS)tocé, one 0/ I/Le most compre-
hensive in the country, o//ers you the
opportunity to se/ect w/zat you neec{ n
British in sing/es or sets, mint or used.

your wants r/ist wi/[ recetve care/u/ atlten-

tion. Jor c?atis/action the . ..

“EQUITABLE WAY”

Send in your Want List Today
EQUITABLE STAMP CO.

505 5th AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
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Qur Specialties:

ISRAEL

A. M. G.
VATICAN CITY

POLAND

FRANCE and COLONIES
(De Luxe Sheets and
Die Proofs)

A splendid stock of covers
of the world.

We would appreciate your
want list.

Penny Black Stamp Co.

116 Nassau Street, N. Y.C., 7

\. J

' s

BRITISH
NORTH
AMERICA

Bought = Sold - Quoted

Ask for
A SAMPLE COPY
of our
B. N. A. NEWS
Subscription

$2.00 per year.

J. N. SISSONS

204 Glenrose Avenue
TORONTO 5, CANADA

7 3
Every Specialized Collection Should Include

Essays and Proofs.
| have the most extensive and varied stock of

Essays & Proofs

Exclusively

United States, British North America,
and Hawaii and Latin America.
Die & Plate Essays, Proofs in both Normal and

Trial Colors of Postmasters; Postage; Official;
Newspaper; Envelopes; Postal Cards; Revenues.

Send 6¢. U.S. postage for a free sample copy of the

ESSAY PROOF JOURNAL

A Handsomely lllustrated 64 page quarterly
at $5.00 per year

It contains priced Catalogs of Essays & Proofs,
Reports of American and English Auction Sale

Prices of all Proofs and authoritative articles on
the background behind your stamps, engravers, etc.

Brazer’s U. S. Essay Catalog
Publisher Sold Out. I Still Have a Few at $7.50
Send 10c¢ for illus. Price List. Why Pay More?

Clarence W. Brazer
415 Lexington Ave., New York 17, N. Y. U.S.A.

. J

MONTHLY 3 DAYS

AUCTION SALES

2000 LOTS

*

* UNITED STATES
* BRITISH COLONIES

% EUROPE a. o.
also PROOFS and ESSAYS

PHILATELIC LITERATURE

Catalogue Free on Request

*

BILLIG & RICH. Inec.
Suite 630-1, 55 West 42nd Street,
t NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

J

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. 3 237



| For Our....
NEXT AUCTION

We invite your participation in our next sale.

Dealers’ stocks, collections, lots accumulations, rarities and idle surplus

material can be turned into cash by means of our most thorough auction
activity.

Your material is brought to the attention of an active and buy-minded

clientele built up over a period of over 25 years of business embracing dealer
customers throughout the world.

A liberal advance plus specialized experience and well organized service
means that the strength and integrity of the entire Serebrakian organization
is at your disposal.

If You Are Not On Our Mailing List, Please Ask For Free Copy.

S. SEREBRAKIAN

Hotel Astor New York

AIRMAIL STAMPS

A Complete Service to All Collectors of Airmail Stamps

NEW ISSUES The most complete Service of All New Issues including
the Rare Issues at reasonable prices. Ask for explana-
tory circular.

AUCTIONS Regular Auction Sales. lllustrated Catalogue sent upon
request.

WANT LISTS Special care taken to fill Want Lists.

PRICE LISTS Sent free upon request.

AIR LETTER SHEETS We maintain a complete New Issues Service.

F. W. KESSLER

500 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 18, N. Y.
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PLorsonalized
ﬂuction Service

*x Kk Kk

@repara tion

*x ko

If you contemplate selling your stamp
collection during the coming season —
Proper Preparation Is A Necessity — This
includes Correct Lotting Advertising — Se-
lection of Dates for the Sale — All such
details are performed by Our . . .

Personalized Auction Service
* * Xk

Correspondence Invited — Details cheer-
fully given — Write us now. Fime is
essential so that most advantageous dates
may be arranged.

EDSON .J. FIFIELD

500 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 18, N. Y.
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At
No Extra Cost
“Vou
can afford the luxury
of purchasing
Air Stamps
from

NICOLAS SANABRIA, INC.

The World’s Leading Air Stamp Dealors
521 Fifth Avenue © New York 17, N. Y.

o A i 7

CRYSTAL - MOUNT

A beautiful, safe, inexpensive
protecting mount for stamps,
Used by
thousands of collectors. Made

blocks and covers.

of sparkling crystal-clear cel-
lulose acetate, approved for

safety by U. S. Bureau of

your favorite dealer, or
send to us for free samples.

CUTS and FOLDS
TO FIT ALL SIZES

H. E. HARRIS & CO.
61 Transit Bldg.., Boston 17, Mass.

FOR YOUR
SPECIAL NEEDS

DMETIME every collector wants
S some special service. He wants to

sell his collection for the best pos-
sible price; he wants to buy a great
rarity or an unusual group of stamps,
not to be found in dealers’ regular
stocks; he wants reliable information
about his philatelic affairs. Just such
service is the sole function of J. C.
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company

i ‘ has nothing to sell; it acts, on commis-
Standards. Tnal;order As- sion, for collectors who wish to add to
sorted Package 60c” from their collections or dispose of them in

whole or in part. Collections for dis-
posal are examined without cost (except
postage) to the owner and commissions
are charged only on completed trans-
actions. If you want to buy or sell . . .

Always Ask Morgenthau

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC.

(Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Ine.)

1 West 47th St., New York, N. Y.

J
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AUSTRALASIA BY PRIVATE TREATY

by private treaty.

exhibition calibre.

NEW SOUTH WALES

A collection of quality and rarity; excep-
tional and of exhibition calibre (817

stamps) . $9,000
QUEENSLAND
A collection in mint blocks (196 stamps)
$1,580
The unused collection (86 stamps)
$1,020

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

The exceptional and valuable collection
(1284 stamps) $5,400
An amazing collection of die-proofs and

plate proofs (164 stamps) $1,300
TASMANIA
The valuable collection (106 stamps)
$1,060
The unused collection (52 stamps)
$1,240
VICTORIA
A small but choice collection (137
stamps) $152

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

A most attractive collection (405
stamps) $2.900
The unused collection (100 stamps)

NEW ZEALAND

A magnificent collection (909 stamps)
$15,000

A choice and valuable collection of rare

quality (637 stamps) $5,700

ROBSON LOWE, Ltd.

Private Treaty Department

50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S. W. 1
Telephone: Abbey 4034

Cables: ‘‘Stamps, London”

Also at Bournemouth & Philadelphia

We have received instructions from two old and valued clients to dispose of
certain portions of their Australian collections during 1949.

Those countries that appeal to us as being of particular interest to
specialists and exhibitors who need to acquire a quantity of outstanding ma-
terial at one time, have been broken into approximate sections and are offered

The quality and rarity of much of the material is exceptional and of

We have also been instructed to offer the
following properties which, in our opinion,
form what is likely to be an excellent in-
vestment in to-day’s money market.

ASCENSION

A most attractive collection, including
Great Britain Used Abroads, Die Proofs,
etc., housed in one volume. $760

BARBADOS

The beautiful collection, exquisitely writ-
ten up and mounted in two albums.

$6,600

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE

This collection is in one volume and is
well represented in the 1d., 4d., 6d. and
Is. $640

CEYLON

The unused collection
The used collection

MONTENEGRO

This coilection was formed by C. J. L.
Snowden, Esq., F.R.P.S.L., and includes
the Ferrari collection. It has won the

$3,400
$1,980

highest award in its class. $3,900
NEWFOUNDLAND

The collection from 1857-1935 with

later mint sets and pictorials. $400

THE NIGERIAS

The fine mint and used collection, with
especial attention to the interesting dated
cancellations. $1,600

PERSIA

The wonderful and unique collection, in-
cluding that formed by the late E. W.
Arnold Esq., F.R.P.S.L. $10,000

Send for the de luxe art Brochure which
gives full details and illustrations of the
above and other collections which we have
on offer totalling over $85,000
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There Was A Clever Man. . .

We have a short story to tell—naturally
with a moral at the end. When we issued
the May 23, 24, 25 auction catalogue—
which you will remember was the ““A. D.
Jenny” collection of British Commonwealth
of Nations—we realized how parties in Lon-
don would love the opportunity of buying
come of the gems. However, the British
currency regulations will not allow dollars
for our essential hobby, but will permit ex-
change of stamps. We wrote to one par-
ticular party, the ‘“‘clever man” of our story,
and suggested that he send over some * Sil-
ver Wedding stamps and with the proceeds
buy in this auction. After several cables in
each direction, figures were agreed and on
the morning of May 23rd the ten page
cable, illustrated above arrived. The ‘“‘clever
man’’ bought over $3,500 in the auction,
probably causing the auction to realize
$1,500 more than it would without his bids.

Who gained? The vendor, the Countess
de Westerholt in Venezuela? Certainly, to
the extent of $1,200. Ourselves? Cer-
tainly, to the extent of $300, the commis-
sion on the increase. The ‘clever man’’?
Certainly, he obtained a choice selection of
British Empire stamps he desired. Your-
self? Indirectly, yes. As a potential vend-
or interested in receiving a first-class reali-
zation, this is not an unique example of
fore-sight on our part. Every auction bene-
fits by ideas we have to assist overseas col-
lectors in buying in our New York auctions.

The moral—yes, we promised one—is ob-
vious. When you consider selling, write to
H. R. Harmer, Inc., whose whole resources
We have a

booklet ‘“‘Concerning Your Stamps” which

are devoted to your interests.

tells you all about us.

H. R. HARMER. Inec.
The Auctioneers of the President Roosevelt Collection
32 EAST 57th STREET. NEW YORK 22, N. Y.

PLaza 3-6482
*The sets are available for sale—complete used set of Silver Weddings, price $320.

Complete mint $280, subject unsold.

Delivery when received—$50 deposit will hold.





