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POLAND'S HALL OF FAME* 
By M . E, St ecyn sk i 

Every five years since 1900 a dis­
tinguished group of about a hundred 
American university presidents, pro­
fessors, federal judges and oth er rec­
ognized authorities select by a ma­
_iority vote from a m ong hundreds of 
names, those Americans who bY their 
a ehievements of statecraft, war, sci­
ence, literature, a rt, law a nd com­
merce have created the American R e ­
public a nd the qua lities for. which it 
8tand s . To prevent all mistak es of en ­
thusiasm or of prejudice, the margin 
of time after death at which a person' 
ibecame eligible for election was 10 
years. In 1922, however , this period 
was extended to 25 years, which rul­
ing is in effect today. 

The names of those selected are in­
scribed in the Hall of Fame at New 
York University as a national mem­
orial to the nation's great, and the 
roster has g rown from a,n origina l 29 
to its' present 73 . Most of t h ese im­
xnortals are honored on postage stamps 
of t h e U nited States. Nam es that 
,,,-ou ld otherwise h ave been omitted 
\'✓ ere added in the Army and Navy 
I:ssu es of l. 936 - 37, in the Presidentia l 
J:·su e of 1938 and in the Famous A­
mericans Issues of 1940. 

Im m o r t als of P o lan d 

With this American parallel as a 
ha ckground, the purpose of this pres­
l';nta tion is to touch upon the person­
alities on the stamps of Poland, and 
t o e va lua te the importance of these 

• Reprinted by permission of STAMPS 

The Polis h Eagl e 
The Poles love their White Eagle­
~y mbol of thei r country through out 
the ages. A t housand years ago, a Po­
;ish prince found a n est of white eag­
lets against the red sky of the early 
morning sun. Hence the emblem . It 
is by far the most popular design on 
the stamps of Pola nd, appearing as 
t he main subject on over 200 of a bout 
577 stamp s issu ed hy t he free country. 

personalities in terms of a Polish Hall 
of Fame where petty prejudices or un­
bound enthusiasms would n ot distort 
a fair evalu a tion. 

Pola nd's H a ll of Fame can right­
f ully be r egard ed as the per sons se­
lect ed in Prof. Mizwa's GRE'AT MEN 
AND WOMEN OF POLAND, pub­
li shed in 1941 by The Macmillan Co., 
New York. A composite list of 133 
1,ames was submitted by 18 indiv id­
uals and institution s IN POLAND'­
Lomprising the deans, rectors and rec­
vgnized scholars a t t h e leading uni­
versities, etc. The first 60 names that 
might be regarded as the greatest 
-from the original 133 were culled down 
to the most · typical 30 whose biogra-



p hi es are in corpora t ed in t h e b ook. 24 
of these fi n a l 30 n a m es we r e recom­
mende d by 9 o r m ore of the 18 Pvlis h 
savan ts a nd by the Poli sh Acad emy 
d :::, ci en ces-and the other 6 of the 
30 r eceivEd n o less t h a n 2 v ot es. 6 o . 
the fi rs t 24 nam es wer e presented by 
a ll 18 p er son s a nd ins titution s a n d of 
t he una nimo c< s 6 (Chop in , Cope1·n icu s, 
h osciuszko, M ickie wi cz , M m e . C urie 
a nd S ienkiewicz), 2 (M ick iewicz a n d 
Ivim e. Curie) a r e not commem orated 
, n a n ., Polish stam ps. Mickiewicz, 
h owever , is h on or ed -by Central Lith­
u ania ( Scott's N o. 42 a n d 52 ) a nd 
M m e. C u l'!e is hon or ed b y F r a n ce a nd 
Colonies ( Scott' s B 76, et c .) , by Pan­
a m a (Scott's N os . RAl-4 ) a nd by Tur­
k ey ( B 67). 

The person a lities f o un d m ost of ten 
on the s t a m ps of Pola nd d o n ot by 
"ny mean s h ead t h e li st of n a mes se ­
lect ed by t h e P olis h intellec tua ls . Jo­
sef p ;1sudski , P olish p remie r , for ex ­
a mple. w h o is h on ored in fi rs t pl'.1ce 
on 18 diffe1·e n t P oli s h s t a mps . ,., ._ 
ceived only 12 v otes of th e jury to tie 
fo1 · 12th p la ce w ith four oth ern. Jg -

. r a cy M osc'.cki , P olish preside nt, w:10 
is h on or ed in se~ond pla ce on 9 d if ­
ferent P oli s h stam ps. polled onl y 3 
vo t es to t ie fo r 50 th place w it h 7 
< t h e r s . S mig ly - Ryd z w ho i s the third 
mos t popula r fig ure on P olish s t a m ns 
( 5) . did n c t even ge t on t h e li s t of the 
fir s t 60. 

All the m en a nd women w h o a r e 
h onored on the s t a mp s of P ola nd to­
g·eth e r \\"i t h a few oth ETs who p~ov e·1 
fh)p ular o n s uggested de sig n s or on 
t lw s t amps of oth er countries are in­
cluded in the a lpha b e tical lis tin g be ­
low. Of the 60 n ames ch ~sen b- t he 

Polish sch olars a nd in s ti tution s this 
; ist inclu des 25; of w hich 9 are t h e 
v 01·y fi rst, a n d 19 a re among t h e first 
~5. ·i_ he justification of including a 
na :ne on t hi s list is based p rimarily 
on p hila t e lic con s iderations regard­
less of the p e r s on 's achievem en ts, 
popula ri ty or greatn ess. T h e remarks 
u nde r each n a m e coordinate th e phil ­
ss telic da t a w ith a very brief b io­
;.,Taph h.a l accoun t to serve as a han dy 
r cfe , en ce on Pola n d's P hilatelic Hall 
of Fam e. 
BAT'BORY, KING STEPHEN (1533-

1586) rul ed l ola n d du r ing her great­
es t fa m e a nd p r osperity. U n der h im, 
Pola nd gained complet e preponder­
a n ce over East ern E'Urope, extend­
in g h er boundaries t o the n ort h and 
t o t he east. S t a mp 325 s h ows t h e 
K ing best owing a ti t le on a peasan t 
in recognition of his braverY. Bath ­
,,ry polled ·10 votes to com e in 21st 
place a m ong G'REA T MEN AN 0 
WO MEN OF POLAND. 

LEM, GEN . JOSEF (1794 - 1850) ardent 
patriot , tacticia n a nd math ematic ­
ia n , w ho fo u g h t fo r Polish a n d H un ­
garia n freedom . As a refugee, h e 
went t o Tu r k ey a n d embraced t h e 
Is lam f a ith becomin g n amed Amu rat 
Pasha. Stam p 256 was issu ed in 1927 
to commem or ate the retu r n of Bern's 
ash es f r om Syria to his nati ve T a.r ­
n ow, Pola n d. Fom· votes in t h e p oll 
put h im in 41s t p lace. 

BOLESLA US I, 'I'HE BRAVE (966-
1025) king, s t atesm a n , sold ier, fo un­
d e r of th e u nified Jd n g dom of Po­
la nd , promot ed Ch ri s t ianity a n d at 
his early time establis h ed influen ces 
t o a lin e Pola n d's civilization a nd 
cu lture with western Eur ope. S t a mp 

Queen Hedwig Th addeus Kosciuszko Nikolaus Copernicus K in J Stephen Bathory 

First Polish Stamp Designs 

I n 1"17 Th0 V 'arsaw A ,·t Socie t y h e ld v:• iled. K ing J ohn Sobieski. h '.nveve •: , 
a contes t w ith t h e a 1)proval of Germ an ,,n s sh own on 7 desig n s. Ko· ci"S",lrn 
occupa tion a uthoritie s fo r t h e selec - on 5. K in g- S ig is mund I on 4. K ing 
tion of desig ns s uita bl e for s t a m Ds t o Ptan. ;, ug"st on 4, P rin ce Ponia t ow­
b e used in the KIN GDOM 0 77 PO - ,'· i on 3, a nd K ing Steph en Bath ory, 
LAND (I<:,ROLE'S TvVO P OLSKIEl. Queen Hed w ig a n d K ing Mieczysla u s 
T h e · subject s a nd ideas n a turally could I wer e each sh own on 2 desig n s. O the r 
n ot_ h ave impa i red Germ a n pre stige, p er son a litiefl app eared on s ing le de­
s o a llegorical a nd scen ic desig n s Pfll- s i9ns, 



320 sh ows th e King g reetin g Em -
peror Otto 111, w h o ca m e to G n ese 1. 

in t h e yea'r 1000 to honor t h e m a1· .. 
t yred body of St. Adalbert . ,V e find 
h im in the 12th place w ith as m a n y 
vot es. 

CASIMIR IIT, THE GREAT (1310 -
1370), last mona r ch of the h o u se of 
P iast, the onl y Polish king th e Poles 
call Great. He codified Polish Jaw 
under th e m otto "on e law, on e kin g·, 
on e curren cy." Be es tablished r ef ­
u ge for the ,Jt>ws wh e n they were 
expelled in most of Europe. ".L-'l.e 
found the Polish cities built of wood 
a nd left t h e m built of stone." Stl.rnp 
321 shows King Casimir and other 
monarchs being g r eeted a t a co r, 
ference in Krakow in 1364. Be found­
ed Krakow U niversity in that year. 
He is listed in 17th place after re­
ceiv ing 11 votes. 

CASIMIR IV, J A GE 'LLON (1447-1492) 
ruled Poland when it extended from 
the Baltic to the Carpathians on the 
south and the Dn eiper on the east. 
The m ap in the backgro und on stamp 
323 s h ows Pola nd and related n e ig h­
bors. 

CHODKIEvVlCZ, JAN-great warrior, 
hetman and statesm a n ; a contem ­
porary of ST,(\.N. ZOLKIE ,WSKI. 
whose outstanding victorv was ove:· 
the Swedes a t Kirchholm in 16 )5 . 
Stamp 326 symbolizes milita r y a ­
chievements of C'hodkiewic;, a n ,' 
Zolkiewski. 

CHOPIN, FREDERIC (1810-1849) rep ­
resents the finest in P olish music. 
with his polonaises, m azurkas , e t­
udes. son atas, ballades. n octu rnes 
a nd con certos. He was frail and in 
poor h ealth most of his life. Stam;1 
243 honors the composer who is 
placed am 0 ng P oland 's immartg ls bv 
unanim ous opinion. 

COPERNI CUS. NICC1LAUS (147 3-1543) 
economist, churchman, statesm·,r 
mathematician a nd "father of mod-

ern astronomy ," w h o "stopped the 
sun a nd set the earth in motion." 
The 400th a nniver sary of his death 
is being c£ lebra t ed on May 24th . He 
is shown on stamps 192 and 193 a nd 
is the ch oice of everyone as P ola nd' p 
contr ibution to mankind. 

CURIE. M:';l\1E. MARIE SKLODOW -
SKA (1876-1934), co -di scoverer r~ 
r a dium (Dec. 1898), polonium (July 
1898) a.nd oth er elem ents w ith her 
husba nd P ierre Curie, a lthough sh e 
did n ot iso late metallic r a dium until 
1910. "\Vinner of Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry in 1911. Although ever y 
institution an d p erson selecting fa­
mous Poles n a m ed h e r , sh e is n ot 
h onored on stamps by h er native 
Pola nd. She a ppears on France B76 
n.nd on French colonial stamps, on 
Panama RAl-4 , and on Turkey B67. 

DABROvVSKI, JAN HENRY (1755 -
1818) famous gener a l a nd fi ghter for 
Po!ish independen ce is s h own on 
stamps 329 with Kosciuszko a nd Po­
niatowski a t the defen se of V/a· saw 
in 1795, the only instan ce w h ere 
these three gen erals comm a nd ed in 
th, , same battle. N in e vo t es placed 
him in 23rd place a mong famous 
Poles. 

HEl)vVIG. QUEEN (1373-1399) was 
Po'.and's Great Queen Jadwiga, w h :i 
m arried J agiello rul er of pagan Lith­
u a nia, in order to bring the northern 
n e ig hbor into the Christia n fold and 
to s trength en Poland against the 
T eutonic Knights. "ln h e r time s h e 
h ad no equ a l of royal blood in the 
eyes of m en in the whole world." 
Her entire fortune was w illed to 
Rrn.kow University a nd to the poor. 
Stamp 322 shows h e-r giving her 
jewels to th e rector of the school. 
This young and beautiful queen 
gathered 12 votes to place h er in 
12th position . 

JAGIELLO, KING LADISLAUS II 
(13 48-1434) was ruler of Lithua nia 
and Polan d , founded the J agellon 
D ynasty with his youn g wife Hed­
w ip., beloved queen of Poland. The 
swords a n d h elmet at the bottom of 
stamp 322, sy mbolize Jag iello's vic­
tory over th 0 T eutonic Knights at 
Grunwa ld in 1410. As the choice of 
4· vo ters in n a min g- g-rea t m en of 
Pc 1anc1, h e finds himself in 41st po­
sition. 

K AC 2'JKO'WSKI, DR. KAROL, general 
of the m edica l staff of the, Polish 
army, is s how n on stamps 246, 247, 
and 248, w hich were iss u ed for the 
4th International Congress of Mili­
tary Medicine and P harma cy in 



Warsaw in 1927. 
KONARSKI, STANISLAUS (1700-

1773), Piarist Fath er, religiou s and 
educational reformer, ch aracter 
b uilder, is honored on stamp 194 
w hich commemorates Konarsl,,i's 150 
death anniversary a nd t h e creation 
of Poland's Commission of Public 
Instruction. For his industry, cour­
age and w isdom, h e i s p laced 50th 
in t h e gallery of Poland's immortals 
with 3 votes. 

KOSCIUSZKO, THADDEUS (1746-
1817) beloved national hero and 
ch ampion of liberty w h o fo u ght for 
Polish independence aft er the par ­
titions and d istingu is h ed himself as 
a n American Revolutionary War pa­
triot. He b uilt the fortifications at 
West Point. United Stat es issu ed 
s t amp 734 on the 150th anniversary 
of his admission as an American 
citizen. He appears on s t amps 42 
a n d 52 of Central L it huania. A l­
thou g h Kosciuszko is sh own on Po ­
lish stamps 267, 319, and 329, h e is 
not t h e primary figure on any of 
t h em. Every person and group se­
lecting Pola n d's immortals had Kos-

Prince Joseph 
Poniatowski 

King · Stephen 
Bathory 

King Boleslaus 
The Brave 

King Cas i"mir 
The Great 

ciuszko on their list, yet the "powers 
that be" in Poland left him without 
HIS stamp. 

LADISLAUS 11! OF VARNA (1424-
1444) son of K ing Jagiello and also 
King of Hungary was killed by the, 
Turks in the Battle of Varna and is 
honored on stamps 281 to 285 of 
Bulgaria. 

MAT EJJKO, J AN (1838-1893), distin­
guished painter is known for the 
patriotic appeal of his canvasses. 
Seven votes put his name in 16th 
p lace amon g 1Joland's Great and his 
h eroic painting of Sobieski at Vi­
enna is sh own on stamp 278. 

M ICiK.IEWICZ, ADAM (1798-1855) ar­
dent patriot, historical professor of 
languages, but above all, the na­
tional poet, who received all 18 votes 
of those selecting the immortals oi 
Poland. He 1s shown with Koscius­
zko on stamps 42 and 52 of Central 
L ithuania. Poland did not honor h im 
with a stamp, but the destruction 
of his monument in Cracow by the 
Germans is shown on stamp 3K3. 

MIECZYSLAUS I, (931-992) first his­
torical king. Under him Poland ac-

Thaddeus 
Kosciusz ko 

King Ladislaus 
J a giello 

King 
Sig ismund 

King J ohn 
Sobies k i 

The Mos,t Polish of Polish Stamps 
These charity stamps (NA BIED- land, and by their designs and su b­
NYCH=FOR THE POOR) were is- jects are most typically Polish. With 
sued in 1917 during World War I-be- the exception of Sigismund I, all these 
fore Polish independence. They dep ict men rank very high in the vote on 
r ulers and her oes of mediaeval Po - GREAT MEN AND WOMEN OF PO-

LAND. 



cepted Christianity in 966. He h as 
been suggested as a subject for Po­
lish stamps. 

MOSCICKI, IGNACY (1867- ) third 
president of Poland (1926-1939), is 
a lso a scientist, inventor and pro­
fessor of elec trical a nd chemical 
engin eering. He found a refuge in 
Switzerland a fter the German in­
va.sion. Moscicki was given 3 votes 
among Poland's g rea t m en to come 
in 50th place. He is next to the most 
popular figure on Polish stamps 
(245, 251 , 255, 304, 305, 316, 317, 318 
and 333, a lso on surcharges J9 2, J9 3, 
J94 , l Kl9 a nd lK.24). 

NARUTOWICZ, GABRIEL (1865-1922) 
shown on stamp 333 was a civil a n d 
e le c tdcal engin eer, confining most 
of his work in Switzerland but above 
a ll , was the first president of Po -
1!:tnd. He was in office for 7 cla ys 
onl y, bein g shot by a deranged 
painter on Dec. 16, 1922. 

PADEREWSKI, IGNACE JAN (1860-
1941) pianist, humanitaria n , states­
man, who felt himself a part of A ­
merica. He played Chopin like n o 
o ne e lse ever could. As a huma ni­
tarian, h e gave lavishly to ch aritY . 
He was the finest orator of his clay. 
As a statesm a n , he was the great est 
force at Versailles in establishing 
the Poland that it was after World 
War I- a fact much underrat ed in 
Pola nd itself. His morta l . remains 
rest in A rlington awaiting removal 
to Wawel Cathedral a longside Po­
lish kings a nd heroes. Thirteen 
g roups and individuals placed him 
as the 9th best. Sta mp 134 honored 
him as the · first premier. 

PILS'UDSKI, JOSEF (1867-1935) p a­
triot a nd strong man of Poland, 
whose role parallels that of George 
Washington and who dominated the 
span of Polish existence from 1918 
t o 1939 . He fought, labored, and lived 
only for Pola nd. Pilsudski was g iven 
12 vot es which placed him 12th in 
national esteem. He is the number 
one attraction on the s t a mps of Po­
land, being shown on stamps 136. 
242, 250, 251, 253, 254, 282, 283, 287, 

288, 289, 29~ 291, 31 t 332, 333, 34~ 
B35, also on s urcharges 293 a n d 
1K18. 

PONIATOWSKI, PRINCE JO SEPH 
(1762-1813) soldier , h ero, Napoleon's 
gallant marshal of France, who in a 
heroic retrea ting action at the battle 
of Leipsig met death in the Elster 
river. Nine votes put him in 23rd 
place. He is shown on stamp 329 
t ogether with Dabrowski a nd Kos­
ciuszko. 

PULASKI, GEN. CASIMIR (1747-1779) 
noted for his braveries in defense 
of Poland against Russia, Prussia 
and Austria, came as a volunteer 
to fight for America n freedom. He 
was wounded at Savannaq and died 
several days la ter (Oct. 11) on boarcl 
a boat and was b u r ied at sea. He 
polled 11 votes w hich put him in 
17th place. Pulaski a nd Kosciuszko 
a re shown on stamp 267 h onoring 
v\Taehington for whom the Poles have 
the highest a dmiration. The United 
8•ates issued stamp 630 to commem­
orate his death. 

S IENKIEWICZ, HENRY (1846-1916) 
Poland's g reatest novelist whose 
books such as Knights of the Cross, 
"With Fire a nd Sword, The D eluge, 
P a n Michael, did much t o kind1e the 
s pirit of his countrymen in an op­
pressed and dismembered Pola nd. 
His Quo Vadis? and On the Field of 
Glory are popular in America. He 
won the Nobel Prize in 1905; Al! 18 
persons and g roups h onored Sien­
kiewicz as their choice on the li s t of 
'J'he Great. Stamp 257 honors 'this 
outstanding historical writer. 

SIGISMUND I (1467-1 548) king, pa­
tron of the arts, h ad tremendous 
physical strength, n egotia ted trea ­
ties a nd ruled peacefully for 42 
years. Learning a nd culture flour­
ished during his reign. He has been 
suggested as a stamp subject on 
:;,everal occasions. 

SIGISMUND II, AUGUST (1520-1572) 
is shown as king on s t a mp 324 hold­
ing the treaty of Lublin which for­
mally united Poland a nd Lithuania 
in 1569. This ruler scored 5 votes to 
put him in 39th place among the 
great men of Poland. 

SLOWACKI, JULIUS (1809-1849) out­
standing poe t who exerted a pro­
found influence on readers in his 
dismembered homela nd. Although 
most of his themes are sad a nd dis­
play a · far-fetched imagination, the 
beauty and clarity of Slowacki's 
la n guage make him immortal. H e · is 



listed in 9th place with 13 votes. 
Poland issued ~tamp 249 in 1927 
when hi s bod y ,Yas transfeJTed fro _11 
Paris to th e ro yal vaults of the 
i'\" q we l Cath ed rn.l in Cracow "tha t 
h e be equal to the Kings." 

Hl\ l fGLY- RYDZ. MARSBALEDWARD 
(1886- ) command er in chief of 
Polish A rmed Forces and gen erall y 
recognized as successo1· to Pilsud­
ski. H e is the third most popul a,· 
personality on the s tamps of Poland, 
being honor-ed o n stamps 312, 3·13, 
31 ·1, 333 a nd B35. 

SOBlEISKI, .JAN III (1624-1696) king, 
statesmaIJ, military geniu s, vic t o1· 
ove r Turks a nd T artars. savi0r of 
Vie nna a nd of vVestern E ·uropean 
Civilization. Sobieski rece ived 15 
votes t o find himself in 8th place 
a mong the immorta ls of Pola nd. He 
is shown on stamps 262, 278 and 327, 
and hi s m onuments appear on 
sta mps 14 and 235. 

STANISLAUS AUGUST PONIATOvV­
SKI (173 2-1798) was the last king 
of Polan d a nd was .;;uggested as a 
s ubject on proposed stam p designs . 

S 'I'VOSZ, VJT (1483 - 1533) famous Po­
lish sculptor whose wood carvings 
m a ke him the envy of nations. His 
great a lta.r in St. M ary's Church in 
Krakow is gor geou s ly carved a nd 
built in such a way that it closes 
and swings open . Its center panel is 
shown on stamps 277 a nd 285 which 
were iss ued on the s culptor's 400th 
<l eath a nniversa r y . 

TRAMPCZYNSKI, ADALBERT (1860-
) marshal of the first n ation'.ll 

assembly in Poland in 1919 is show , 
on Sta mps 135 a nd 139. 

TR,\:UGUTT, G1E N. ROMUALD (18 cG­
J 864) leader a nd h e ro of th e upris in g 
of .Ja nua r y, 1863, when a n unarm ed 
but determined people tried t , 
throw off the yoke of 0ppressi , n. 
Traugutt w as caught a nd h a n .,-ed i 1 
1864. Stamp 331 shows Traugutt 
leading th e patriots in th e Pinsk 
forest!! . 

1""' TGT CHO'"SKI, S TANIS•LA.US, 
second president of Poland from D ec . 
16, 1922 to .June 3, 1926 is h onored on 
stamp 226. 

ZOLKTEIWSKJ. STANISLAUS (1547-
1620) was the grea t h etm a n of Po ­
land at a time w h en th e cou ntry wns 
a ttacked h y in vade"s from everY di­
rec tion. Hi s e-reatest v ic tory was 
against the Russians a t Kluszyn in 
1610. Ten years later, w hile fighting 
the Turks a t Cecora, he was killed 
and his son was fata lly wounded. 

Their descend fl n t (.Ja n TIT Sobrlesl;i) 
aven ged their- death at Vienn a in 
1683. Zolkiewski was g iven 6 vote,.; 
in the poll to put him in 36th place. 
He is s how n w ith a nother g reat 
h etman, CHODKlE\~TICZ, on sta mp 
326. 

Z\ VIRJKO , CAPT . FRANK, AND vVI­
GURA, STANISLAUS, won the c ir­
cuit fli ght around Europe in 1932, 
so the following year Pola nd com -
memorated their victory with stamp 
C l O a nd s urch a r ged it in 1934 for a 
repetition of the v ic tory. 

MEET TH E NEW M E MBER S 

J\lfem ber No. 199. Alfred J. Ocha b , 3313 
A lm ond St., Philadelphia, Penna. 
(Gen eral) 

Member No. 200. Sta ni s l '.l w Micha lek, 
2711 Alb ion St. , T oled o, Ohio (Mint 
A irmail) 

?dember No. 201. Frank Bobowski, 181 
Fa irview Ave .. C hi copee, Mas -. 
(EPP a nd Com F .D.C.) 

Member No. 202. Walter M. Kulash , 
Dept. of Zool. a nd E ntom ology, 
North Carolin a State College. Ra­
le igh , N. C. 

Member No. 203 . Ch a r les w achtl, 41 o2 
W. Gira rd Ave., Philadelphi a , P .t. 
(EPP, U.S.) 

POLONU S AU CT ION 

Once ae;::t i 71 Polonu s a nnov n ces a n 
ALL POLAND Auction to be h eld h 
conjun ction w ith POL PEX J 944. This 
:u1ction, a n a nnu a l feature, w ill b e 
held 0n Rn hi stm· ic evenin g, Februar1 
26, 1944, the fifth a.nnivercary of t h 2 
Socie ty . And befittin g such a n aus­
picious occasi on will conta in m ateri'11 
seldom offer ed. 

This will be th e third of a series o 
~n1ction s h eld in con junction w ith 
POLPElX. Auction Ma n ager Roman 
RE·in owski believes there is a t e"rific 
rnarl,et for the sta mps of Poland. If 
.vou h ave som ethin g to se ll, n ow is the 
time to dispose of it a nd certainly n o 
better occa sion than a POLPEX AUC-
1' ION. 

Commission on sales w ill be 15 per­
<!''Tit. A minimum of 15 cents p er lnt 
w ill b e ch a r ged in thniae cases w h er:> 
the sale does not exceed $1.00. 

L ot s should be in th e h a nd 8 of t>i e 
Auction Manager not la ter than Jan­
uary 7, 1944, f or li s til1': in the J a nu­
ary issue of the BULLETIN. Send 
your lots to Roman Reinowsl<i. 1930 
South Highland Avenue, Berwyn, Ill . 



POLONUS' FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 

February 26, 1944, will be a red let­
ter day in the history of the Polonus 
Philatelic Society. Five years to the 
day since Polonus first met, organ­
ized and began its philatelic career. 
The day will be marked by appropri­
ale ceremonies. It should be! Five 
:,-ears is not a long time, but it marks 
a milestone down the road we are 
travelling. vVe should take stocl, and 
inventory of our accomplishments, our 
failures and our shortcomings. 

vVe shou ld be proud of the accom­
pli,,.hments of our Society; happy that 
we as members played some part in 
~chieving our measure of success. 
However, as proud as we can right­
fully be of our progress, our contri­
l•utions to philately, we should also 
Le dismayed at our own failures and 
8hortcomings. For we are not the per­
fect stamp club! Not that perfe.ction is 
to be desired. but there are so many 
more things that Polonus can do to 
make it a more useful and valuable 
contributor in the realm of things 
jJhilatelic. 

The program for the commemora­
tion of our fifth annive,rsary is not 
cc,mplete. POLPEX 1944, a Polonus 
Auction, a special Polish issue of 
STAMPS Magazine on February 26, 
1944, are a few of the items definite­
ly decided upon. The complete pro­
,1;.~Ta1n will be announced soon. 

Pe,'Tiember this. Polonus' fifth anni­
versary cannot and will not be the 
success it should be lmless every 
member cooperates and maizes a pos­
it ive ·c " ntribution. It is your baby 
from now on. 

The Editor. 

V A RIETY IN U.S. 
PO L AN D FLAG STAM P 

.James B. Hatcher in the New York 
Journal American reports a clear cut 
.ninor variety in the U. S. Poland 
Fla'{ Stamp which he believes will 
most certainly be listed in the Stand­
a rd Ca.talog issued by Hugh Clark. 

There seem to be two printings. The 
e,i,rlier printing is distinguished not 
only by its much fainter shading lines 
in the lower, red half of the flag, but 
bv a less deer> shade of red and by a 
far paler shade of violet in the frame. 
The later printings have a stronger. 
darker n pne·• J'ance in both the col0recl 
inks and the many m ore heavil y black 
shading lines, indicating a retouching 

and making the distinction between 
ihe two printings stand out to the 
naked eye. 

CHRI STMAS PARTY­
POLONU S JUN IORS 

Oece•m ber 10, 1943 

Last year our Juniors enjoyed the 
Christmas party very, very much. 
l 'hilatelic gifts, in the main, excited 
the youngste1s no end. This year · the 
Polonus .Juniors expect to greet Sant:i, 
Claus on December 10, 1943 , at the 
regular meeting of the Society at 
1062 North Ashland Ave. 

Attend that meeting and join with 
our Jun'iors in gree ting old St. Niel<. 
Come and enjoy yourself with the 
Jnniors our guests of Honor. 

B-E E BAH I M'P R E . S ION S 

Boy, oh boy .... what a crowd .... 
let's see . ... one, two, three .... thirteen 
.... forty-three visitors and one. two, 

· three . .. . eleven . .. . seventeen . . thirty 
members .... Presidents .... vice presi­
dents .... secretaries .... treasurers 
and just stamp collectors .... and their 
wives .... Oh, yes . ... Editors .... Davicl 
Lidman ..... Chicago Sun .. . .. Charles ; 
Hahn . . .. vVeekly Philatelic Gossi 11 .... 
Van Ree th .. . . Roosevelt Straight Edg·e 

. Zinsmeister .. . . S. P. A . . .. . A phil­
a telic vYho's Who of Chicagoland .... 
P olish sausage .... dark brown bre1. cl 
.... cheese . ... herring in Rhine wine 
.. . . smoked sardines .... pre war vin-
tage .... kapu sta ... pickles ... rye brea 1 
ccffee .... cake . ... Boy, oh boy ... what 
a party .... Natzek ... . and his stories 
. ... door prizes .... souvenir sheet ... . . 
Gee, it' s late I guess J better go hom e. 

BEE BAH 

Again, another Beebah is history a-:icl 
once again climaxing the activitie~ of 
International Philatelic v\Teel,, Polon-
1·s welcomed the g reatest th•·ong of 
visitors ever to a ttend this tru ly Po­
lish example of hospitality. It is n- •t 
possible to list every ind ividual pres­
.ent, nor the clubs represented offici•-,1-
ly by their off'cers and un, f'iciall " 
by their members. Suffice it to say 4 ~ 
visitors and 30 members responde d 
to t1-ie invitation of the Society. 

After a short and informal meetin◊·. 
voodfellowship prevail~r1 . 'T'he usu ~! 
P ee 1,,p h refreshments were s erved c • 1-
sistine; of Pn 1 ic::.h ~ '1 11 s<::ige, kapust1-, 
herrings, Polish S::t,!'Clines, cheese, 



bread, coffee and cake. 
Polonus Junior members revelled in 

the dishwashing task assigned to 
them. Ben Reeves, chairman of the 
Entertainment Committee was every~ 
where a t once, ably supervising all of 
the arrangements. As in the past 
Beebahs Mrs. Mikucki worlrnd un­
selfishly and tirelessly, assisted by 
her sister, in the preparation and 
serving of the food. 

We missed Chester Mikucki, orig­
inator of the Beebah. He had hoped 
to be home on a furlough, Ironically 
enough h e did not arrive in Chicago 
until the morning after. 

Thre·e door pr'zes were given to the 
visitors. Each door prize was a Po­
lcnus Fi.rst Day Cover of the U. S. 
Poland flag stamp mounted on a 
specially printed sheet to fit a Scott's 
nlbum. An interesting souvenir sheet 
eommemorating the event was pre­
sented to every one in attendance. 

To picture for you the scene in its 
entirety, and in its many and varied 
phases, would require descriptive 
words of different shadings and the 
use of them as an artist would his 
paints and oils. Let us rathec- say 
simply "A good time was had by all." 
We know they look forward to com­
!ng again and we shall be most happ y 
to have them. 

COMING EVENTS 

December 10, 1943 
Polonus Juniors Christmas Party 

J ,muary 14, 1944 
Polonus Nominates! 

January 28, 1944 
Polonus Elects! 

Februnry 25, 26 and 27, 1944 
POLPEJX 1944 

February 26. 1944 
Polonus Fifth Anniversary! 

February 26, 1944 
POLPEX Auction 

REVIEW of SCOTT'S ·1944 CATALOG 
Poland Section 

About this time of the year, dealers 
check the new stamp catalog against 
their stocks and collectors interested 
in the monetary value of their collec­
tions 2nd accumulations scan the cat­
alog for possible rises in values. So 
have we. And while this review is 
limited in scope and to the Poland 
section of Scott's 1944 Standard Post-• 
age Stamp Catalogue it should be in~ 
teresting to note generally the changes. 

Well here they are: 
lncreased in value or price--mint 91 

used 60 
Decreased in value or price-used 1 

mint 0 
The increases in a ll cases are mod­

urate, reflecting a normaily increased 
collector demand as this popular 
•country grows in popularity. 

There is no instance where the price 
,of an issue or single stamp h as sky 
rocketed, indica ting a normal condi­
tion. 

Of particular interest should be the 
one stamp whose catalogue price has 
been decreased. It is No. 332, 3 Zl. 
gray black, Pilsudski stamp of th e 
1938, 20th Anniversary of Poland's In­
dependence series. 

Interesting indeed. 

THIS 'n' THAT 
Members are reminded that at the 

J.1.nuary 14, 1944, meeting officers for 
the coming year will be nominated. 
This nomination meeting is probably 
the most important meeting of the 
year. Plan now to attend. 

* • 
J ack Domar, Secretary and Chair­

man of the Membership Committee is 
con ducting a one man campaign for 
:r,.rElw· MEMBERS. Jack says h e w ill 
get more new members than the rest 
of the Society between now and Jan­
u,uy 31, 1944. 

• • • 
Are we going to let the Secretary 

gp1. aw:ti• with a challenge like that? 
How about it? 

* • • 
Fifteen Polonus .Juniors attended the 

meeting North Shore Club's celebra­
tion of International Philatelic Week. 
'I'welve of them roae to the Edgewater 
Beach in the editor's car. 

• • • 
Mr. and' Mrs. La F.rantz were dele­

gated by the membership of North 
Shore to check up on how the editor 
'managed to put twelve Junior mem­
bers in his car. They watched and they 
saw. 

• • • 
Incidently a Polonus Junior won 

first prize in the quiz contest. 
* * • 

Did you send your snapshot to th9 
Secretaty? Please · do so n'Ow, right 
this minute. Pl<'a.se, 'pretty please. 

• * • 
I 

The Roosevelt Straight E 'dge won 
the B~anch Publication Contest of 
the s. P. A. Gongratulatlons Van. 
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