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Auctions for the New Season-

• 
Sept. 21-23 UNITED STATES, BRITISH EMPIRE, AIR­

MAILS. Magnificent world-wide collection 

of the late Charles W. Moore of Long Beach, 

Calif. 

Oct. 4-5 

Oct. 19-21 

Nov. 2-4 

HAWAII, Part II of the world famous AD-

MIRAL HARRIS Collection, including 16 

Missionaries. 

UNITED STATES, BRITISH EMPIRE, GEN-

ERAL FOREIGN. A general sale of general 

interest. 

UNITED STATES, collected by the late Wil ­

liam Fitts of Moravia, N . Y. A valuable and 

nearly complete collection including almost 

all of the inverted centers . 

• 
WRITE TODAY FOR SALES CATALOCUES. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
Leading Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 

560 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 



If Your Collection Is For Sale 

Please Ren1en1her 

ONE OF THE 

LEADING BUYERS OF 

U. S. and Foreign 
is in Nen· Orleans 
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POPULAR ALBUMS FOR YOUR COLLECTING PLEASURE 

AMERICAN ALBUM FOR REGULAR 
POSTAL ISSUES ... ....... ................ .... $4.5() 

Spaces for all regular issues from the first stamps 
of 1847 through the current presidential series, plus 
airmail, postage due, special delivery. Confederate 
states, duck stamps, etc. Omits t he early "Special 
Printings," r e. issues and limited printings, allowing 
every collector the opportunity of filli n g practically 
every space provided. (3 lbs.) 

AMERICAN COMMEMORATIVE 
STAMP ALBUM ........ ........... .. ....... $4.65 

Spaces for every Comm emorative from the Columbian 
issue of 1893 through the las t stamp of 1953. Sup­
plements are issu ed annually. Each page tells the 
s tories of people and events that have made Ameri .. 
can his to ry. (3 lbs.) 

AMERICAN PLATE BLOCK ALBUM-
1919 - 1937 ··· ··· ····· ···· ·· ····· ······· ·· ··· $4.00 

Spaces for all Commemorative plate blocks from the­
Victo ry issue o f 1919, through t h e T erritorial series 
o f 1937. a nd a ll Air Ma il from 191 8 through 1951. 
(3 lbs. I 

AMERICAN PLATE BLOCK ALBUM-
1938 - 1953 ·· ···· ··· ·· ······ ····· ·· ···· ·· ···· $4.25 

Spaces for a ll Regular and Commem orative s tamps 
from the Pres idential issu e of 1938 through t he last 
s tamp of 1953 . Supplem ents are issued each year. 
\ 3 lbs. ) 

FIRST DAY COVER ALBUM ........ ... . $3.00 
Each page is attractively framed and decorated. The 
high quality sheets provided wi ll mount e ig hty covers. 
The binde r is a t h r ee r ing, black Morocco grain , 
quality Fabrikoid. stamped in gold , and comes w ith 
a two co lor jacket (3 lbs.) 

WORLD-WIDE STOCK BOOK ........ .... $3.50 
With t en 8¥., " x 11" cloth reinforced stock sh e-ets, 
w hich will s tore hundreds of loose stamps. Every 
co llector can use it for sorting, s tori ng of duplicates, 
or a convenient way of carrying a large number of 
stamps without mixing. In a three ring black 
Morocco grain, Fabrikoid binder. A two color jacket 
lends attractiveness to your book. (3 lbs . ) 

ALL PURPOSE QUADRILLED ALBUM .. $3.00 
Contains forty, high quality lightly quadrilled sh e-ets, 
w ith boxed space at top, to put in name of country, 
for coll ectors w ho prefer to plan t heir own stamp 
albums. The binder is a three ring, black Morocco 
grain, qual ity Fabrikoid , and comes in a n attractive 
two color jacket . (3 lbs . ) 

STANDARD BINDER ...... .. ... ... .... .. ... ... $2.00 
Three ring, black Morocco grain, Fabrikoid binding, 
suitable for any type of collecting. (2 lbs. ) 

WRITE, PHONE OR COME IN. - Beyond Delivery Area Add .35c for Shipping Charges. 

- Available at These Lead ing Stamp Departments -

Marshall Field & Com pan y 
Colle-c tor's Stamps & Coins 
CHICAGO 90, ILLINOIS 

Rich's Stamp & Coin Dept. 
ATLANTA 2, GEORGIA 

Kau fman n 's Stam p & 
Coin Dept. 

PITTSBURGH , PENN. 

CIMBELS FAMOUS STAMP DEPARTMENTS 
33rd Str eet at Broadway 
New York 1, New York 

Ninth at Market Streets 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 

West Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee 3, Wis. 
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THE 6tlt A. S. D. A. 

National Postage Sta111p 
Show 

at the 

71st Infantry Regiment Armory 
Park Ave. & 34th St. 

New York City 

November 19th" 20th" 21st 

Friday. Satnrda,·. Snnday 

ADMISSION: Children 30c - Adults 50c 

Stamps on Exhibit and for Sale 

(Jf !ln.hvuill fJJ •••••• 

e POTENTIAL COLLECTORS 

e NOVICES, JUVENILE OR ADULT 

e GENERAL COLLECTORS 

e SPECIALISTS 

Stop in and See What Makes Stamp 

Colle~ting Ti~k 
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BRITISH COLONIAL 
Unused COMPLETE Sets 

Bahamas- 1942- # 1 16 to 129- 1h p to £ 1 .. .. .. .. .. .... $10.00 
Burma- 194S- # 3S to S0-1 p to 1 OR ... .. .... .... ..... .. 2.50 
Burma- 1946- # S 1 to 6S- 3p to 1 OR .... .. ...... .... .... 4 .50 
Gambia- 1922-27- # 102 to 124-1/2p to 1 Osh ..... .. . 30.00 
Gambia- 1938-46- # 132 to 143- 1/2 p to 1 Osh ...... .. S.00 
Grenada- 1921-29- # 91 to 112-1/2p to 1 Osh .. ... ... 12.50 
Grenada- 1934- # 114 to 123- 1/2p to Ssh ...... ...... 7 .00 
Jamaica- 1938- # 116 to 128-l/2p to 1 Osh .. .. ....... . 4 .00 
Kenya & Uganda- 1938-42- # 63 to 7S- lc to £1 .. 7 .2S 
Malta- 1938-43- # 191 to 20S-1/i,p to 1 Osh ........ S.00 
Nauru- 1924-37- # 17 to 30- 1/2p to 1 Osh .... ........ 4.00 
Newfoundland- 1919- # 11 S to 126- 1 c to 36c ... . 14.00 
Newfoundland- 1928- # 14S to 1 S9- 1 c to 30c ... . 7.50 
Newfoundland- 1929-31 - # 163 to 171 - 1 c to 20c 7.50 
Newfoundland- 1931 -37--# 183 to 199- 1 c to 48c 10.00 
Newfoundland- 1937- # 233 to 243- 1 c to 48c .... 3.50 
Newfoundland- 1933- # C 13 to C 17- Sc to 7Sc... . 18.00 
New Zealand- 1931-3S- # C 1 to C8- 1 p to 7p ...... 10.00 
Nigeria- 1921-33- # 18 to 32- %p to 1 Osh ....... ... 8.50 
Nigeria- 1938-4 1- # S3 to 64-7~p to Ssh .... ......... . 7.7S 
North Borneo- 1947- # 223 to 237- 1 c to $S .... .... 4.00 
North Borneo- 19SO- # 244 to 2S8- 1 c to $10 .. .. .. 7.50 
Nyassaland- 1913-18- # 12 to 23-1/2p to £ 1 ... ....... 17.50 
Nyassaland- 1938-44- # S4 to 67- 1/2p to £1 ...... .. 12.00 
Papua- 1929-41 - # Cl to C1S- 2p to lsh6p .. ........ 10.00 
St. Vincent-1937-47-# 1 4 1to1Sl -1;~pto £ 1 ... .. . 10.00 
Seychelles- 1938-4 1- # 12S to 148- 2c to SR .. .... .. 30.00 
Sierre Leone- 1921 -27- # 122 to 137- '/zp to 1 Osh 8.50 
Sudan- 194 1- # 63 to 78- 1 m to 20pi ..... ..... ... .... ... 20 .00 

SIDNEY F. BARRETT 
A 87 NASSAU STREET NEW YORK 38, N. Y. £ 
IV TH E COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILAT ELIST, VOL. XXXlll, N O. 5 



HENRY M. GOODKIND, Editor 

Editorial Committee 

WINTHROP S. BOGGS 
• 

HARRISON D.S. HAVERBECK 

EDWI 1 MUELLER 

STEPHEN G. RICH 

September 1954 Vol. XXXlll , No. 5 
Editorials 

Fighting Philatelic Inflation 

Don't confuse this with monetary inflation, 
the over-exoansion or devaluation of our cur­
rency. Philately has its very own brand of 
inflation, which is th e topic of this disc:ussir.n 

The economics of stamp collecting should 
be presented in a schola rly manner by one 
fitted t0 do this. Some past writers have 
launched upon the subject, but to our mind 
no sou nd and schola rly ar ticle yet has been 
written. The philatelic ma rket consists of 
the three basic elements-th e merchandise, 
th e buyers and the se llers. However, this is 
no treatise upon th e economics of philately. 
Yet certai n fundamentals affecting stamp col­
lecting will he aired. 

Basica ll y, stamps for collectors h ave no 
utilitarian purpose so that their va lu e cannot 
be measured in a true rela tion to the ex­
change costs of other goods. Each st amp 
co llector sets his own values, "·hile the en­
tire group in turn establishes vuiable market 
prices. We need and must buy life's necessi­
ties like food. clothing and shelter But all 
of us ca n do without stamp coll ecting, al­
though none wou ld care to. Judged upon a 
demand and supply basis, our ma rket is un­
usual. When a st amp is in strong demand, 
the seller cannot meet thi s need by producing 
more. The sell e rs a re constantly seeking 
philatelic items in demand. There is a re ady 
market for these. Stamps existing in quantity 
have a value, but the sellers usually have 
them in their stock so that they do not wish 
to buy any more. The philatelic market is 
unusu al, therefore, because the dealer will 
quickly sell out his fast-moving stamps oilly 
to find it difficult to replace them. He can-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIJI , 
not o rd er more of a popular seller as most 
all other retail e rs can do . 

Now phi latelic infl ation enters into the 
market picture. Since desirable stamps are 
in such short supply and a replacement stock 
is un avail able, th e imitator steps in. Phi­
lately h as all sor t s of imitators, not all of 
them being cou nterfeite rs. A cancellation 
may be scarce, causing some collectors to pay 
la rge premium prices for one th ey che rish. 
In many parts of this wo rld , access to old 
ca ncelling devices is none-too-d ifficult. There­
fore , th e imitator ca n some times supply a 
genuine post office ca ncel years af ter its use 
was discontinued . The sca rce cancel has 
been suppli ed in bulk. This 1s one instance 
of philatelic inflation. 

Outright cou nterfeiting is , of course, th e 
one philatelic inflation a ry evi l that comes to 
most minds. But anythi ng with a philatelic 
value can be imitated without recourse to 
cou nterfeiting. An inexpensive stamp may be 
hundred-fold more costl y when a coi l st amp. 
So co ils a re imitated, but not by co unterfeit­
ing. Our rather common 4-cent brown st amp 
of 1906 commands a price of several hun­
dred doll a rs if it was printed on the 1909 
bluish experimental paper. By a bit of 
hocus-pocus, some schemers treat the ordi­
nary paper to simulate the very valuable 
bluish paper. A stamp can be relatively 
common , but when properly used on a cover 
it becomes a howling rarity, a coveted prize 
for many philatelic connoisseurs. Manufac­
turing a cover without the original stamp is 
another form of philatelic deception. Re­
printing from the original pl ates also is infla­
tionary. No complete catalog is being at­
tempted except to cite a few examples making 
for philatelic inflation . 
NO. 5 233 
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No honest collector or dealer will argue 
against the obvious evil of philatelic infla­
tion. We can think of instances where hun­
dred s of sca rce stamps do not command a 
price anywhere commensurate with their 
proper value because of the existence of 
counterfeits, reprints or some other type of 
1m1tation. One pays ten dollars for a stamp 
because he believes th at it is hard-to-get and 
worth the price tag. This is confirmed by 
noting how seldom other copies of the same 
st amp come on the market. Then imitations 
of this same stamp a re made by the hundreds. 
They a re "bargain-priced" at two dollars a 
copy. Two things h appen almost autom ati­
cally. The supply is increased because some 
do not know the difference between the genu­
in e and th e fa ked copies . The dem and less­
ens beca use many who al so w anted this st amp 
have been deceived into believing they own 
it wh en th ey purch ased th e imitation. This 
is philatelic infl ation, the pl a in and simple 
undermining of va lues . 

No doubt about it , many phil ateli sts a re 
fi ghting ha rd against th is evil o f infl ation. 
Orga nizations like the Coll ectors Club with 
thi s magaz in e educa te phil ateli sts. Phil atelic 
trade associa t ions throughout th e wo rld con ­
tend against this ev il. Some philatelic insti ­
tution s have est abli shed committees pass ing 
upon th e auth enticity o f st amps and related 
philatelic mate ri al. But out of th e whol e 
conglomerate g roup of st amp coll ectors and 
dealers in th e world , onl y a very small mi­
nority a re actively fighting philatelic inflation . 

So one may ask-is philatelic infl a tion now 
g rea ter or less th an form erly? Frankly, 
there is no w ay of determining this. But 
inquiry among experi enced coll ec to rs and 
dealers indica tes their belief th at the fight is 
being won , but a complete victory against in­
fl ation is a long w ay off. Phil a tely as a 
w hole today seems to be bette r informed 
than previously. Our knowledge has shown 
remark able improvement, our ex perts h ave 
g rown both in number and in knowl edge, our 
litera ture has brought forth some fine ex­
amples of fir st-class scholarship . The pic­
ture is better but the prog ress is far too 
slow. 

In our view, the key we apon to fi ght th e 
evil of phil atelic inflation is a wide dissemi­
nation oi knowledge. Stamps are bought and 
sold upon individual warranty. Different 
234 THE COL
from a home appliance, for instance, the test 
of a valued philatelic item cannot be demon­
st r ated by consumer use or wear. If you 
buy a new m achine and it fails to function 
properly, you will at once seek recourse on 
your purchase. But purchasing a rare stamp 
because its color shade differs somewhat from 
the more common variety is done upon confi­
dence in the seller. How can th e buyer 
know if his purch ase w as correct? Only by 
fortifying himself with better knowled ge and 
seeking th e views of phil atelic auth orities and 
experts. A buye r wh o acqu aints himself with 
th e fact th a t th e more expensive U nited 
Sta tes co il st amps have been fr equently imi­
ta ted will move with more ca ution an d prud­
ence than one uninformed who knows little 
o r nothing about th e trickery bein g applied 
to imitate a coil st amp from th e less valu­
abl e st and a rd copy. 

N ow we a rrive a t the message of th is ecl i­
to ri a l. The fight aga in st th e ev il of phil a­
telic infl ation is progress ing slowl y. But it 
is ret a rd ed because phil ately is not support­
ing phil atelic schola rship as it shoul d. Our 
scholars and competent amateurs a re not 
only few in number but this tiny g roup is de­
ni ed th e proper fin ancial support to ca rry on 
their work. This is a la rge topic to discuss­
too much to be included he re. So a fo ll owing 
editori al will show how phil a tely has taken 
only halfh earted steps to protPct itself and 
how our most ha rmful evil can be reduced 
to a fa r less dange rou s deg ree if more will 
commence to take specific steps to support 
and enco ur age our schola rs. The tribute to 
philately is th e evid ence of its g reat growth 
and present prosperity, in th e face of rn th e r 
fee bl e effo rts to fi ght th e ever-menac ing dan­
ge r of our own brand of infl ati on, the imi­
t a tion of all types of valu able phil atelic 
ma te ri a l. (H. M . G.) 

Book Reviews and Critics 
The matter of reviewing phil atelic lite ra­

ture needs to be discussed again. Th e rea­
son for it stems from a constant flow of cor­
respond ence to your editor prai sing th e book 
review policy of THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHI­
LATELIST. Letters to this effect come from 
eve rywh ere, not just the United States. E ach 
writer singled out this magaz ine as one of 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII , NO. 5 



EDITORIALS 
th e very few , cer t ainly the only one m 
America, that properly evalu a tes ou r phil a­
telic lite rature o r at leas t attempts to. 

The interest in lite ra ture to supplement 
one's pleasure in stamp collecting has g rown 
greatly. But no different from any other of 
life 's end eavors, philatelic liter ature fa ll s in ­
to three gener al g roups-I.) good, 2.) bad 
and 3.) indifferent. The cost of publishing 
tod ay is high, and so collectors seek gu idance 
before purchasing. The common practice 
with our literature today is for th e author o r 
publi he r to send out with a book, a mimeo­
graphed press release briefly ci ting th e con­
tents of thi s particular work. It is a regu­
la r custom fo r most of th e stamp papers and 
magazines to print this release either in toto 
o r cond ensed. Obviously eve ry author or 
publisher wa nts to sell hi s book, so th a t his 
press ann ouncement will be slanted towards 
that end. Few, if any st amp papers or 
periodicals, have a competent staff of rev iew­
ers to adv ise their readers about th e worth of 
a book under review. This magazine has. 
Our book reviewing policy is a well-devised 
one, w hich opera tes in this mann er. 

A book is received in th e libra ry. After 
acknowl edge ment, it comes to th e ::it tention 
of th e edito r and his committee. T his gro up 
consists of five we ll -known, veteran and ex­
perienced phi la telic auth orities. The first 
task is to reach a decision as to whether a 
new acquisiti on wa rr ants a review. After 
th at , a competent reviewer is selected , one 
who in the eyes of th e COLLECTORS CLUB PH I­

LAT EL IST staff is fi t to do the job. The affili­
ation of th e many Study Groups with thi s 
C lub has bee n most beneficial and th e will­
ingness of a ce rt ain specialist to contribute 
his time and se rvice to this end has been most 
pr aise worthy. The results speak for them­
selves judging wh at is said o r written to us 
about th e g reat value of our regular " Book 
Revi ew" secti on. 

Litera ry criticism, even by a most compe­
tent au th ority, is no easy matte r. O ne mu st 
remember always when read ing a revi ew that 
he is being influenced usually by on ly one per­
son's op m1on. A critic may be prejudiced 
either for or aga inst an author or publi sher. 
But ye t hon est c riticism, even though not too 
exact, is a most valuable asset. 

The t rouble with most of th e ph il atelic re­
views now being printed is th at the com-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX III
men t a tor has not read th e liter ature. Sev- · 
era! editors of stamp papers have admitted 
to us th at no one on their st aff has the time · 
nor the ability to properly evalu a te the la rge, 
continu al flow of phil a telic liter ature coming­
to th em for review. The result is obviously 
and entire ly nega tive. Furthermore, those­
publications ope rated as commerci al ventures­
for profit feel inclined to tread lightly fear­
ing that an unfavorable criticism may lose 
money fo r th em by ingrati at ing either a sub­
sc ribe r or adve rtise r. But many stamp pub­
lications a re products of stamp societies that 
need not be haunted by fear of reprisals be­
cause of a few honest but critical remarks. 
Yet their comm ents on philatelic literature 
a re banal and in sipid . How many times 
have yo u read a short review on a book or 
ca ta log labelling it a " mu st"? One must 
eat, brea th e or be ob ligated to obey th e laws. 
But one mu st 11ot re ad a book on st amps. 
A good stamp catalog can be recommended , 
but th at is all. 

Any comp etent and unbiased book reviewer 
is pained to pan. O ne may set high stand­
a rd s, but when a work fa il s to achi eve ce r­
tain stand a rd s, a good rev iewer dislikes to 
knock. A tru e c ritic realizes th at any human 
endeavor cannot be lette r perfect. A good, 
auth or it ative work deserves praise. The 
critic should avoid captiousness o r citation 
of minor slips. It is somewha t like eating 
a dinner. The entire meal was delicious ex­
cep t th e bread was a bit st ale. One can com­
ment on this in o rde r to have fre sh bread 
the nex t tim e to then enj oy a thoroughly ex­
cell ent dinner. But even stale bread should 
not be th e deciding fac tor for a fin e din ner. 
Yet so me few perfect ionists must act in this 
mann er. And so it is with revi ew ing a book. 

Th e fact that this magazin e is acclaimed 
as one of th e few with good boo k r eviews 
ca uses no special reason to boast or brag. 
Rather we regard it as a very important 
phil atelic se rvice. Honest and competent 
cnt1c1sm usually produces higher stand a rds. 
Th erefore many more philatelic publications 
shou ld practice a simil a r policy. The quality 
of philatelic liter ature will improve im­
meas urably making stamp collecti ng ye t a 
more pl easant and enjoyable hobby when 
phil a telists become better informed through 
an output of good , reli able literature. 
(H.M.G.) 
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Higher or Lower Mathematics? 
Most of us know that our daily newspa­

pers and weekly magazines thrive upon sen­
sationali z ing. A robbery which is fin ally 
settled by an in su rance comp any for $10,-
000.00 is headlined in th e press when com­
mitted as one of $ 150,000.00 or more. A 
sporting event attended by a few thousand 
paying customers is reported with a paid 
attend ance of 15,000. All this remind s us 
of the story of the two men in a train, one 
of whom pointed to a third man sitting 
across th e aisle saying th at he is a million­
a ire. The other sta ted that to be a million­
aire, one had to have a t least $500,000. To 
which th e first replied: " Oh! He hasn 't got 
that much." 

In keeping wi th this popular trend to ex­
aggerate is th e much-publicized figure of 
millions of st amp coll ecto rs in th e United 
States. A few yea rs back someone mu st have 
pulled a figure of 1 5 million stamp collectors 
out of a hat. Others began began to repeat 
it. Finally it found its way into print, so 
th a t practically every week one re ads in th e 
m agaz ines o r newspape rs about I2-I 5 mil­
lions of st amp collectors in this country. 
Maybe we number 15 millions, but where 
and w ho a re th ese legions of st amp collect­
ors? W e just cannot believe such as tronomi­
cal figures :-can you ? 

In at tempting to account for th e milli ons 
of collecto rs, th ere are some indices for use. 
It is known that th e great majority in this 
ccuntry prefer to collect U. S. stamps. It is 
r eliably repo rted that th e most popula r st amp 
catalog on United States stamps sell s about 
50,000 copies of each annu al ed ition. Th e 
most popula r stamp paper h as a circu la tion 
of around 35,000. The biggest st amp society 
claims a roster of r 1 ,ooo. Averaging th ese 
figures , one could conclude th at if th e re 
were anything like l 5 million collecto rs in 
this co untry, only about one out of eve ry 
1,000 manifests some slight interest in col­
lecting stamps. 

There is before us Release No. 3046 from 
the United States Post Office Department 
dated May 4, 1954 from which two portions 
are quoted. P a ragraphs 2 and 3 on page I 

of this rele ase said: 

" So wrote Postmaster Arthur E. Sum­
merfield in the Foreword of the 'Postage 
THE COL
Stamp' book recently issued by the Post 
Office Department. 

" He co uld also have stated, with com­
plete accuracy, (Italics are ours), that due 
to the twelve million or more avid hob­
byists in the United States known as st amp 
coll ectors .... ' ' 

On th e bottom of page 3 and beginning of 
page 4, th is passage reads: 

"The P ost Office D epartm ent 's publica­
tion entitled 'P ost age Stamps of th e Unit­
ed States' is one of the most popular items 
fo r sale by th e Superintendent of D ocu­
ments, Government Printing Office, Wash­
in gton 25 , D. C. The price of this pub­
lication is 65c and a total of 66,379 copies 
has been sold in th e past five month s. " 

It would seem to be fai r and generous to 
es t imate the tot al sales of this 65c book at 
a figure of around 200,000. Thus if th e fig­
ure of 12 ,200,000 st amp coll ecto rs in th e 
United States is compl etely accur ate , th e co r­
rect conclu sion drawn from th ese figu res 
would be that 12 million do not buy this 
book, but only 200,000 do. This enormous 
gap between th ese two se ts of fig ures a rouses 
our skepticism even ' tho we rea lize our 
brashn ess in qu es tioning st atem ents from a 
top source like th e U nited States Post Office 
Department. 

One hea rs th a t coll ectors are niggard ly in 
expending mon ey fo r anything but stamps. 
Even accepting this as factual , it is unbe­
lievable th at so few buy a catalog, re ad a 
stamp paper, purchase an album, affiliate with 
some st amp organization, o r read one of the 
mo re popular books of th e U nited States 
Government Printing Office . 

P e rh aps the yardstick for th ese purported 
mill ions of st amp coll ectors is th e annu al 
sales repor ted by th e Phil atelic Agency in 
Washington, D . C ., plus an unknown la rger 
dollar volume done in the post offices 
throughout the country. Statistics bore us, 
so mathematical computations from th ese 
sales a re for other to determine th e number 
of individual buye rs. It is our contention 
th at at the very most, there a re about one 
million collectors in this country. But are 
they all stamp collectors? . . 

First of all, those who gamble with mmt 
sheets must be elimin ated ; th at is , if these 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII , NO. 5 
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comprise their exclusive holdings in stamps. 
By no st retch of the im agin a tion are such 
people st amp collectors. 

Then there a re what we call " the measles 
co ll ector " . At age twelve, some youngster 
was bedded with an illness like the measles. 
To assuage hi s boredom while in bed, th e 
yo ungste r was given a cheap stamp album 
and a packet of stamps. For six days, "Li ttl e 
Will ie" tried to sor t hi s packet and placed a 
few stamps r ath er sloppily in th e album. 
Those from the Balkan and Asiatic cou ntri es 
baffl ed him. So very littl e prog ress was 
made. The "coll ecti on" was put aside af ter 
"Littl e Willi e" had recovered and ret urn ed 
to his spo rts, elect ric tra ins, telev ision or 
oth er act ivi ti es. But th e st amps and the al­
bum were held expectantly by th e fond par­
ents hopi ng th at some day th e you ngste r 's 
interest in stamp co ll ecting might be revived. 
Years passed , and along comes a ce nsus 
taker or some sort of a pollster to inquire if 
our friend had any hobbies. Oh ! Yes, he 
coll ected sta mps as a boy. So he is counted 
as one of th e 12 million. 

We speak from personal expe rience . We 
have been for some years memb ers of a 
co untry club near this teeming metropolis. 
It has hundreds of membe rs who economi­
ca lly ca n afford hobb ies like stamp coll ec ting. 
L as t summer we co unted close to 80 mem­
bers who had claimed so me inte res t in stamp 
coll ecting. Exactly one had spe nt about $ 15 
the previous \vinter for some new British 
Coloni als. 10 o r so picked a fe w hundred 
stamps out of th ei r compa ny's mail basket 
and threw them into th eir office desk dr awe r 
where th e re was already an accumulation of 
at leas t seve ral years. Some day, so metim e 
th ey were goi ng to sort out the accumul ation. 
Over 40 bought either mint full shee ts or 
plate number blocks of th e most r ecent com­
memoratives of U nited States for nothing 
else but an advised future profit. Add all 
these types up and you have about 80 who 
hold some claim to th e hobby of stamp col­
lecting. But in our eyes, th ey a re declasse 
with th e one possible exception of th e Brit­
ish Colonial buyer. Project this similar situ ­
ation all over this co untry, and yo u a rrive 
at the figure of 12 to 15 million stamp 
collectors. 

The essential matter is the actual effect of 
such exaggeration. I s it harmful o r help-
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXUI, 
ful to philately? Outside of deploring the 
fi gure of I 5 million American st amp collect­
ors as a gross exaggeration, there is no great 
danger for us. Its popul a r acceptance h as 
some potenti al dangers. Overpopularity 
wi th th e consequent implication of very big 
money may a ttract undesir able elements who 
might think up schemes to divert into their 
hand s some of the millions of dollars spent 
ann ua lly on stamp collecting. Many will re­
call a few yea rs back a so-call ed " Ponzi" 
scheme by one in a fairly responsible position 
in th e P ost Office D epartment in W ashing­
ton, D. C. From th e newspaper reports, 
some co rn er or controlled speculation was 
brewed with our U . P. U. 75th Anniversary 
airm ails. Th e whole scheme was silly, es­
pecially to one familiar w ith philately. Y et 
we feel ce rt ain th at this offi cial, late r con­
victed in cou rt , never would have been able 
to practice his decep tion if his victim s had not 
been mi sled by published reports of "big 
money" in stamp coll ectin g. 

This is no snobb ish at titude, but we hold 
th at th e appeal of co ll ecting stamps is not 
because of any great number of coll ec tors. 
Th e ma rket in U nited States stamps is not 
like the New York Stock Exchange or th e 
Chicago Boa rd of Trade. Even " ·ith only 
a thousand ardent coll ectors , an active 
m a rket based on demand and supply is c re­
ated. It is our th ought th at ou t of th e 
exagge rated milli ons of coll ecto rs, only a 
compa ra tive hand fu l keep philately going. It 
is th eir inte res t , th eir enth usiasm , their se rv­
ices to philately th at cou nt. No r do we be­
li eve th at you o r anyone else can make a 
st amp collecto r out of so meone else. Th e 
desire and ins tin ct t o co llec t must be 
inherent. 

Phil ately has created to its c red it much 
order and cl ass ification th rough its many 
catalogs. But there is a limit as to how far 
it can be simplified for mass appeal. A 
would-be collector must be prepa red and con­
ditioned to lea rn something about th e hobby 
and be anxious to study st amps. The zes t 
of acquirement is ever prevalent, but st amp 
collecting always will r em ain mu ch more of 
a ch allenge th an a jigsaw puzzle. Th at does 
not mean that one should think that a more 
mature philatelic technique requires one to be 
a printing or paper expert. But even th e 

( Continued On P age 276.) 
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FRENCH LEVA NT 
Offi ces in the Holy Land 

By E. TOLKOWSKY 
Preface 

In the origin al French, this a rticle ap­
peared in P aris early in 1953. It was pub­
lished in " L es F euilles M arco ph iles", th e 
organ of th e Un ion Marcophile. Since th at 
time addi tional information has been ob­
tained, which is now being incorporated into 
this new English version. It is being wri t­
ten (notw ithstanding th e fac t th at th e in for­
mation given is still incomplete) in th e hope 
th a t reade rs, more for tun ate than ourselves, 
insofa r th at th ey have a more easy access to 
the Collectors Club Library th an ove rseas 
members, w ill be able to bring forward th e 
238 THE COL
still missing pieces to th e puzzle. Then with 
th e co-operation of all interested the entire 
picture w ill be far more clear. 

The Offices 

It is believed that the first French P ost 
Office in thi s a rea was opened in J affa dur­
ing June 1852. In the beginning th ere were 
no stamps avail able, so letters we re mailed 
withou t th em. A second Post Office was 
opened in J erusalem du ring August, 1900; 
and a third in Caifa (Haifa ), in 1906. The 
exact dates have not ye t been determined. 
(These dates refer to th e civili an post offices. 
Fig. l Sketch map of the Eastern Mediteranean showing the locations of the towns men-
tioned in the text . 
LECTORS CLUB P HILATEL IST, VOL. XXXIII, NO. 5 
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Fig.' 2 . Top, Jerusalem Type I; 

Bottom , Type II . 

The F rench Military Post anted ated the 
above by more th an half a century. During 
the Egyptian campaign, Napoleon invaded 
Palestin e, took Gaza, J affa , defeated th e 
Turks at Mount Thabor and un successfully 
lay siege to Acre.) 

Letters were accepted at the French Con­
sul ate in J e ru salem from 1858 on. They 
we re marked w ith a double circle hand stam p, 
the so-ca lled J eru sa lem Cross, and forward­
ed to J affa. There th ey were franked, and th e 
m a rk s of th e French P os t Office applied. The 
letters were th en tu rn ed ove r to th e "Messa­
geries Maritimes" , th e French ste amship line 
fo r transportation to destination. 

The F rench Consul ate P ost Office in J eru­
salem is beli eved to have been closed during 
1879, th ose a t J affa and at J e rusalem were 
closed on th e first of August , 19q. 

The Postal Markings 

The post a l markings may be subd ivided 
into three groups, 

A. Pl ace name markings. 
B. Ship lette r markings and cancell ations. 
C. P ayment markings. 

May we remind ou r readers once again, 
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and this cannot be repeated too often, that 
cancellations were used to obliterate stamps. 
Post al markings, although they may be acci­
dentally found hit upon stamps, were not 
meant to be obliterations. Further certain 
types of cancellations are know n to h ave been 
used as postal m arkings, as in the case of 
Transit o r Arrival backst amps. 

A. Place Name Markings. 

Material is very sca rce and app a rently sev­
e r al types of m a rkings were used. Figure z 
illustrates th e two types of th e straight line 
" J e rusalem" with da tes . 

The fo llowing illu stration t aken from a 
cove r in th e coll ec ti on of Mr. K . Lowy of 
Vienna shows inte resting tr ansit markings 
and th e sim ultaneous use of th e J erusalem 
Type III with th e J affa type III. (F igures 
3 and 4). This cove r does not bea r any 
sta mps because th ey we re not avai lable in 
the L evant post offices until 1857. 

Figure 5 shows the double circle " J eru­
salem Cross" (Jerusalem Type IV) w hich 
has been repo rted st ruck in black, blue and 
gree ni sh blue. This mark was used from 
1858 to 1878. The da tes for th e va rious 
color s have not yet been determined. Jn 1879 
the Cross was removed from th e center of 
thi s m a rk as shown in Figure 6. This T ype 
V mark is only known struck in blue. A chop 
simi la r to J erusa lem Type IV, th o ugh m ail­
er, is known to ex ist in blue. The inscrip­
tion has been alte red to read "Ca rmell o 
Attart" . Inform ation regarding th e signifi­
cance a nd usage of this mark is r eques ted. 
Fig. 3 An early stamp less cover. Left : The back; Right: the front . 
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F R ENCH LEVA N T 'S OFFICES IN THE HOLY LAND 
Fig . 4 The post marking on Fig . 3 enlarged. 
Figure 7 illustrates a typ ical cove r bearing 
the J e rusa lem Cross. Readers will note th at 
it is slightly eclipsed by th e postage st amp 
which is cancell ed with the Type II J aff a 
5089 large number in lozenge of dots. Also 
on the face of this cove r appea r th e Type III 
J affa "pea rled" town ma rk and a boxed 
" PD" ( P aye destination). 

B. Ship Letter Markings and Cancellations : 

The "Compagni e des Message ri es Na­
tionales" undertook to establi sh th e postal 
services in th e Mediterranean on February 
22, 1851. Four lines were organized: Ita ly , 
the Levant, Egypt and Syria. W e a re con­
cerned mainly with th e latter line which went 
from Constantinople to Alexandria via 
Smyrna, Rhodes, Mersina, A lex and retta, L a t­
taquia, Tripoli, Beyrouth and J affa. There 
had been twenty-s ix trips schedu led each 
year. In October, 1855, the itinerary was 
changed to: Constantinople, Gallipoli, D arda­
nelles, l\!Ietelin, Smyrna, Rhodes, Mersina, 
Alex andretta, L a ttaquia, Tripoli , Beyrou th , 

Fig. 5 Type IV. 
THE COL
J affa and Alexandria. Service \V as further 
expanded in June 1857. The line was broken 
up into two parts as follows: FIRST Line: 
Alexandria, Jaffa, , Beyrouth , Tripoli , Lat­
taqui a, Alex and rett a , Mersina , Rh odes and 
Smyrna. SECOND line : Marseilles, Malta, 
Syros, Smyrna branching out to th e P yrrh eus 
via Syros and Smyrn a. Both of these lines 
were se rviced once in a fortnight. The 
Syrian ca mpaign caused th e two lines to be 
modified and agai n combi ned into one: Mar­
se illes, Malta, Beyrouth, Tripoli , Lattaquia, 
Alex and retta, Mersina, Rh odes, Smyrna, 
Dardanelles and Constantinopl e. After I861 
serv ices were retu rn ed to the two lines as 
functioning in 1857. After further changes 
in 1862 and I 86+, th e ports of ca ll were: 
Marseilles , P alermo, Messina, Syros, Smyr­
na, Rh odes, Mersina, Alexandretta , Latta­
quia , Tripoli , Beyrouth , Jaffa and Alexan­
dria. In September, I 866, this line was given 
the designating letter X, and assu red of 
serv ice three times a month by a total of 
five sh ips. 

Fig. 6 Type V 
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FRENCH LEVA N T 'S OF F ICES IN THE HOLY LAND 
Fig. 7 A typical cover bearing the Jerusalem Cross Marki ng . 
The ship letter markings were the same as 
fou nd on similar cove rs from th e area dur ing 
this period , i.e. " P aquebo ts/ De L a/ Medi­
te rranee" or ' 'Pi roscafi / P os tal i/ F r anches i" . 
Circula r double-l ine chops showing th e nam e 
of th e ship and th e date a re known. 

With the arr iv al of st amps in 1857 , th e 
postal agents on th e sh ips were given two 
types of chops: an anchor in a lozenge of 
do ts and a date stamp. Both of these types 
are shown in Figure 8. 

C. Payme nt Markings. 

There are only two types of th ese mark­
ings, the boxed " P.D. " meaning " P ort P aye 
jusqu'a Destination" and th e boxed " P.P." 
meaning " Port P aye". These markings usu­
ally are fou nd st ruck in black. 
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A n unexpla ined marking is illustr ated in 
Figure 9. The in sc ription reads " P oste 
F r anca ise/ J affa / Syrie''. Only three copies 
of this ma rk have been seen. It appea rs to 
be some so rt of tr ansit mark. The earliest 
known use is on an interconsu la r letter of 
l'-iovember 1891 , which did not pass through 
the post. The other two copies a re on covers 
dated during December, 1899. A ll of these 
covers a re in the au thor 's coll ection. 

The Cancellations . 

Little data is ava il able conce rning th e can­
cell a tions. The author wou ld be g rateful for 
help in determi ning early and late dates of 
use, colors and periods of usages. In the 
fo llowing section th e types of th e various 
towns a re gro up ed togeth er. 
·--------::--:-:--::----::-:-...-------

Fig. 8 A cover showi ng the Mar itime markings. Photo by Boutrelle. 
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Fig . 9 Poste Francaise Jaffa Syrie marking . 

A. Jaffa. 

Figu re 10 illu str ates the two types of num­
e ral s in di amond s of dots which have been 
see n used in conjunction with the t own m a rk 
of J affa . T ype I is believed to have been 
used from 1857 to 1862 and is found only 
struck in black. T ype II was introduced in 
1862 and w as used until March, 1876 . It is 
found struck in black, g rey blue and light 
blue. Figure IO shows the J aff a town m a rk 
found used in conjunction with cancell a tions 
of T ype I and IT. The earliest known date 
is July .22 , 1856. This mark is found struck 
in bl ack and blue . 

Figure 11 illu strates an extraordinary item. 
A cover se nt from Lisieux (Calv ados) to 
Jerus alem, was, a fter rece ipt , turned in side 
out, and returned. The flaps have been 
opened to show all transit markings, par­
ticularly th e Jaffa town m a rk used as a can­
cell ation and da te m a rking on one side, and 
as an a rriv al marking on the other. 
THE COL
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Fig. 10 Left to Right : Type I, Type II , Type 
111 of Jaffa cancels . 

Fu rth er m a rkin gs a re illu str ated in Figure 
12 in what we believe to be chronological 
order of use. The reader will note that the 
French Administration of Posts for re asons 
unknown to us transfe rred J aff a from Syria 
to P alestine. This took place aro und the 
turn of the century. 

In Figure 13, T ype IX is shown used on 
an entire, in conjunction with the German 
m arking, "Aus Sarona/ bei J aff a (Deutsche 
Post) " . The rivalry known to have existed 
Fig . 11 Left : A cover sent from Li sieux (Calvados) to Jerusalem . Right : Same cover turned 
inside out and returned . 
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FRENCH LEVANT'S OFFICES IN THE HOLY LAND 
Fig. 12 Types IV , V, VI , VII , VIII and IX 
of Jaffa cancels. 

between th e pos t al agencies of the so-called 
"cap itul a tion " co untri es m akes such " mixed " 
cance ll a tion s excepti onal. 

A Jaffa cancella tion th at has not been seen 
by th e author is m ention ed on page 620 of 
Yvert 's " C at alogue des Estampilles". It is 
reported struck in black and consists of a 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX!ll
Fig. 14 Town mark of Cai ff a (Ha ifa). 

29 mm. double circle insc ribed, " P oste Fran­
cai se/ Jaffa ( Palestine)" in the c rown, while 
th e let te rs " R . F." appea r in th e center. 

B. Cai ffa. 

The m a rk from this town is simila r to 
Type IX of Jaffa and is illustrated in F ig­
ure 14 .. 

C. Je rusa lem. 

We would like to take thi s opportunity to 
express o ur grat itude to Mr. H . J. Posner, 
Stoke-on-Trent , England, for his co-operation 
in th e preparation of this po rtion of the ar ti­
cle. Although our conclusions do not always 
co ncu r , it was Mr. P osner 's initiative which 
led us to examine th ese cancellations in de­
ta il. W e would st a te both views, Mr. Posner 
fou nd two different types of markings, and 
we have since fou nd a third . To avoid any 
A u s Sarona 
!-·· 

t;i~ ~ IW\,~ 
• I . 

]~~~ - ... ... ..... 

iw.4~ 11~. 

!,•.----------------------· 
Fig . l 3 A scarce example of French mail handled by the German P. 0 . 
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FRENCH LE V A N T ' S O F FICES IN THE HOLY LAND 
Fig. 15 Type 1, 2 and 3 cance llat ions 
confusion in th e fo llowi ng desc riptions, we 
are refe rring to changes in th e permanent 
circul a r inscriptions as "Types" and changes 
in the movable inner circle in scriptions as 
" Subtypes" . 

F igu re 15 illustrates th e three types wi th 
th eir identifying measu rem en ts. Distances 
a re measu red from th e bottom bar of th e 
"e" in " P ales tin e" to th e top co rn er of th e 
" m" in "Jeru salem". 
244 THE CO L
T ype 1 a. " 1 e" sepa rated from th e date by 
a vertical bar. (" 1 e" = Premiere levee o r first 
collection of mail). Measurement I I y,( mm. 
The month is exp ressed in letters. 

Type 1 b. Si mil ar , but th e collection indi­
cation is omitted ( 1904/ 05) . 

Type 2. The "S ta r" omitted. Figures on 
th e first line fo ll owed by th e sta r are indi­
ca to rs of th e hour of coll ection. The star 
repl ac ing th e figures for th e minutes when 
a 

e 

c 

f g 

Fig. l 6 Type 11 Jerusalem cancels, Left to Right : a ) early cancel about 1902 b l. Month in 
lette rs (used in 1905) c). Revi sed 1907 Regular Sta r Code 19 d), similar but Code 7 
e). Code 19, irregular Star f ). 1909 broken star and g). Type b . 11 % m.m . instead of l 0 m .m. 
between " m" of " Jerusalem" and " e " of Palestine . 
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Fig. 17 . 
the collection was made on the hour. Mea­
surement 10 mm. The month expressed in 
figures. 

Type 3. The hour indications are omitted. 
The measurement is 13 mm. 

Our views differ from Mr. Posner 's in 
respect of th e numerals 7 and 19 in Type 2 , 

sub types c, d & e which we interpret as in­
dicating th e collection time, viz. 7 o'clock or 
19 hours ( th e st a r replacing the minutes 
when collection was "on th e hour" .) We do 
not believe th at th e French Postal Authori­
ties had any re ason to in augu rate a new 
method of insc ribing their cancellations. In 
our opinion , they continued the methods 
custom a ry in France and th eir Colonies at 
th e time. Mr. P osner believes th a t the time 
ind ication of calling th e af te rnoon hours 
"I 3 hours" etc. was not used until after the 
First World war, and th a t thus th e code 
No 's 7 and 19 have a different meaning, per­
haps indicating different coll ection boxes or 
offices. Also in th e author's opinion, varia­
tion s in the sta r, miss ing years, and the rest 
a re not su btypes but merely due to careless 
adjus tment of th e movable characters of the 

Fig. 18 
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chop, causing irregularities in the inking at 
time of strike. Neve rtheless, we would be 
g rateful for re ade r 's opinions and/ or for 
further information. 

Figure 16 illustrates some of the minor 
varieties and subtypes mentioned in this dis­
cussion. 

French Army Field Post Offices in 
Palestine 

A. Napoleon's Campaign. 

This subject, due to th e lack of material, 
can be covered in a few lines. Mr. Paul 
Lindenberg, w riting in " the New York Bul­
letin of th e I. P . P. ," questioned the ex­
istence of Army mai l during the I apoleonic 
era. The author has been fortunate in un­
cove ring the existence of two documents, one 
from Jaffa, with postal markings "Armee 
de la Mediterannee/ 1ere Division", the other, 
dated from the General Headquarters of 
General Alexandre Berthier devant Acre 
with the date (Of the French Revolutionary 
calendar) 30 Florea!, An. 7. This is illus­
tr ated . (Figure 17.) 

Napoleon had to lift the siege of Acre be­
cause of unsanitary conditions, plague and 
cholera. H e entered J affa on March 6th, 
1799. P a rt of his troops besieged Acre 
from March 24th to May 24th , retired to 
J aff a, which was left almost immediately. 
This makes co rrespondence from th e French 
Army th e rares t of all "Army Field Post 
Offices in P alestine" items. They are over 
150 yea rs old. 
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Fig. 19 
B. The First World War. 

French troops were wi th the Egyptian 
Expeditionary Forces, but th eir mail reveals 
th ei r presence only by sender's inscriptions. 
Such items are sca rce. M. Strowsky ques­
tion s the presence of French troops in P al­
es tine and deni es th e use of any postal m ark­
ing in th e French sectors . On th e other 
h and , th e author, while possessing a cover 
confirming th e data given in the first para­
graph , has cull ed from "Le Catalogue des 
Estampilles" (Yvert, 1929) th e fact th at th e 
chop "Treso r et Poste No. 601" was used in 
Palestin e in 1918 and subsequently. This 
chop is illustr a ted in Figure 18. Further 
information would be g ratefully received. 

The cover in Figure 19 proves th e exist­
ence of a French ga rri son in Jerusalem in 
1918. It is add ressed to the "Secteur Postal 
601a". 

EDMOND TOLKOWSKY of Antwerp, Bel­
gium has become an a rd ent stamp col­
lector due to a most unfortunate se rious 
automobile accident some years ago. That 
THE COLL
mi shap lef t him so crippled th at to rekindle 
hi s interes t in life he was advised by hi s wife 
to take up coll ect ing. 

Before his acc id ent Mr. Tolkowsky was a 
singer h av ing given conce rts with E uropean 
phi lh armonic orchestras and over th e radio. 
After hi s acc id en t this ca reer was severe­
ly curta il ed so th at he could only m ake an 
occas ion al appea rance for cha ritable organi­
zation s. It was, howeve r , his philatelic in­
te res ts th at replaced his music. 

After finding it very much to his liking and 
appreciating th e g reat opportunities th at phi­
lately offered to one handicapped , Mr. Tol­
kowsky began to specialize se riously. H e be­
came interes ted in the philately of th e Holy 
L and and found his fascination increasing 
when th e clash between the Arabs and J ews 
intensified with th e eventu al creation of the 
State of I sr ael. 

Mr. Tolkowsky is a member of many 
phil a telic societies in his own country of 
Belgium, France, Great Brita in and the 
U nited States, mostly th ose organizations 
touching upon th e I sr ael, P alestine st amps 
and postal hi stories. 
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VENEZUELA 
The Issue of 1861 

By C. W. WICKERSHAM 
The need for low denomination stamps for 
newspapers , periodicals and books was slow 
in producing results. It speaks well for 
Venezuela that this need was recognized as 
early as I 861. Few cou ntries had issued 
true newspaper st amps at that time.1 While 
the new Venezuela issue of that year was 
apparently avai lab le fo r general use , th e de­
nominations were so low that few could have 
been used on o rdin ary mail. The l Centavo 
was worth less than one-twelfth of th e R eal , 
and it took 8 Re ales to m ake a P eso. 

Owing to the establishment of special r ates 
fo r newspapers, periodicals and book packets, 
the "A rm s" issue appeared in 1861. It was 
composed of three denominations only­
nam ely, th e ~ C. green, the Y, C. dull lil ac 
(or vio let) and th e l C. g r ay brown. The 
s tamps were printed by lithog raphy and is­
sued imperfo r ate. We do not know the 
nam e of th e printer or th e place of print­
ing. Nor do we know the numbe rs printed, 
but we suspect th at they were sm all , since 
the use was res tricted , and so genuinely used 
copies a re extremely r a re.la 

The design of th e s tamps is striking and 
attr act ive, perhaps beca use of th e amount of 
whi te background. This is particularly so 
of th e ~ C. The coat-of-arms above th e 
LIBERTAD panel, with its frond s and 
Rowers, occup ies th e main part of the de-

1 Austria, 1851; Sardinia, 1861. 

l a The Stan ley-Gibbons catalog ( 195 1) gives Fe! ix 
Rasco Caracas , as the printer. It is not known on 
what authority this statement is based. There a re no 
imprints on any of the full sheets known to the 
writer. 

2 The transfers for both settings a re described in 
detail by H all & Fulcher. See The London Philatelist, 
October, 191 8, pp. 237-38 . 
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Fig. 1 Enlargement of the V4 C. green, show­
ing design of the issue. 

s ign . Above are the words "CORREO de 
VENEZUELA" and below, in a separate 
panel , th e denomination . Aga in st each side 
m a rgin line is a vertical column of pearls, 
while both ribbons and pe a rls rest on the 
lower panel and the top is partly decorated. 
Dividing lines separate the st amps, which are 
of good size (20Y, x 18 mm.) and se t well 
apart on the sheets. 

V4 Cent. 

There a re two settings of the ~ C., both 
of 144 subjects, r6 x 9, but the tran sfe r s, as 
well as their arrangement, are quite differ­
ent from each other. In the first setting, the 
eight transfers are in four rows of two ex­
cept the top horizont al row. They form 
eight blocks of transfe rs to compose the four 
bottom horizontal rows. The four rows 
above also contain eight blocks of transfers, 
but two of them are split. None of these 
are found in the top row, where the st amps 
have no distinguishing marks from which we 
can identify the transfers.2 
NO. 5 247 



VENEZUELA - THE 1861 I s s u E 
Fig. 2 The normal block of transfers of the 
V4 C. , 1st setting. 

There a re several fl aws in the first set­
ting, which a re believed to be constant. In 

I o. 2 in the sheet, there is an irregul a r white 
fl aw on the top left corner above the "C" 
of "CORREO" . In No. 12, the " E" of 
"CORREO" is partly obliterated near the 
bottom. In No. 98 there is a small break 
through the right stroke of the "U" of 
" VENEZUELA", and in No. I15 , the upper 
p a rt of th e same stroke of the "U" is miss­
ing. 

There is also a white sc r atch through the 
upper pa rt of Nos. 15 and 16 starting from 
the "e" of "de" of No. I 5 and going to the 
right across both stamps. 

The second setting is composed of 12 

blocks of 1 2 transfers , each block conta in­
ing 3 horizontal by 4 vertical rows, thus: 

5 
9 

2 

6 
IO 

3 
7 

l l 

4 
8 

12 
THE CO
.,, ; ,, .. 

Fig. 3 Nos . l 5 and 16 in the sheet of the 1/ 4 C. , 
first se t tin3 , showin g white scratch near top . 

The st amp with the small white flaw on 
th e right sid e is tr ansfe r No. 4, and it oc­
curs 12 times in the shee t. As there are 144 

stamps in each shee t, this st amp should be 
much scarce r th an th e others. 

It is in thi s setting th at the error 
"VENEIUELA" occurs . This is No. 52 in 
the sheet , th e fourth stamp in th e fourth 
horizontal row. It is also transfe r o. 4 
with th e white fl aw, and th e most inte resting 
stamp in th e se tting. It is due to a transfer 
fold which bends th e upper right portion of 
the stamps inw a rd s, including th e margin. It 

Fig. 5 Enlargement of No. 52 in the sheet of 
the V4 C., Second Setting, showing the error 
"VENEI UELA". 

Fig. SA Enlargement of No. 71 in the sheet of 
the V4 C., Second Setting, showing · broken 
"E" of "VENEZUELA". 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIIl, NO. 5 



VEN EZUE LA-THE 1861 
Fig. 4 Block of 12 transfers of the V4 C. , Second Setting . 
has been said th at th e second "E" is 
affected .2" But thi s does not appea r to be so. 
It is th e "Z " which is elimina ted, its place 
being t aken by an imperfect " I " . 

Another stamp in thi s setting is unusual. 
This is No. 71 in th e sheet. The second 
"E" of "VENEZUELA" here is affected, as 
it lacks th e back stroke, most of th e bottom 
stroke, and part of th e cent ra l ba r. 

The shee t is made up of 144 st amps, 9 x 16. 
It has been said th at th ere a re indica ti ons 
th at a block of 12 or possibly of 24 transfe rs 
in rows of six fo rm ed the basis of its con­
struction.2• From study of a full recon­
structed shee t, a block of eighty-one, and 
some small er pieces, we a re satisfied th at th e 
sheet of the Y, C. was composed of 4 blocks 
of 24 tr ansfe r s, plus 2 blocks of r6 tr ans­
fers, th ese latter being composed of th e 
same blocks but omitting the las t two verti­
cal rows. This acco unts for all but the bot­
tom row on the sheet, where th e first or 
second row of tr ansfer s were used as shown 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXX!ll , 
1n the diagram, as at the bottom of th e next 
page . 

The block of 2+ tr ansfers is composed of 
+ horizo ntal by 6 vertica l rows, as follows: 

Transfers : I - 6 
Transfers: 7 - 12 

Transfe rs : 13 - 18 
Transfers: 19 - 24 

Th e tr ansfe rs may be described as below. 

1. Very small white fl aw in center of thick 
fr ame line to left of " M " of "MEDIO". 
(Sometimes inked out. ) 

2. Outer dividing line on right double 
nea r top ; outer fr ame line at bottom -shows 
t races of doubling at right and is broken at 
right end. 

3. Outer dividing line on left double near 
top ; part of bottom dividing line double, ex­
cep t in bottom row. 

2a Th e London Philatelist, October, 19 18, p. 238. 
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VENEZUELA - THE 1861 I s s u E 
Fig . 6 Block of 24 transfers of the 112 C. 
+· Slight co lo red mark protrudes from lef t 
frame line opposite 6th pearl on left. 

5. Minute dot on upper frame line above 
the " L " of " VE N EZUELA"-barely show­
ing. 

6. L eft third of top and bot tom dividing 
lines (o r whole line) mi ssing. 
THE COLL
7. Small break in div iding lines at inter­
~ec ti o n nea r N. E . co rner. 

8. Colored ma rk o r blob und er "Z U" of 
" VEJ\EZUELA". 

9. Co lored dash under first pearl in bot­
tom ro " · of pearls crosses white border 
(s li ghtl y to N. W. of " M " of " l\IEDIO"); 
Block Bl ock 
of of 
24 2.j. 

Transfers Transfers 

Block Block 
of of 
24 2.j. 

Transfers Transfers 

T s. 1-6 
I 

T s. 7- 12 

I Block 
of 
16 

Transfers 

Block 
of 
16 

Transfers 

I T s. 1- 4 

I 

I 
--~Bottom 

Row 
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V ENEZUE LA-TH E 1861 I s s u ~ 
Fig. 7 Enlargement of No. 49 in the sheet of 
the V2 C. showing flaw in right border. 

top dividing line doubl e fo r par t of its length , 
except in bottom row. 

JO. Dividing line on lef t double fo r h alf 
its length. 

11. Colored dash on top of 2nd "E" of 
"VENEZ UELA" ; no dividing line above 
st amp. 

12. L ef t third of d ividing line at top miss­
ing; divid ing l ine a t bot tom normal, except 
in bottom row. 

13. Dividing l ine at r ight double near N . E . 
corner; about one- thi rd of bottom dividing 
line mi ssing on left . 

14. Mi nute dot nea rly touching top divid ­
ing line above "C" of "CORRE O "; minute 
dot above and slightly to right of th e period 
after "centavo" (not always showing ) ; left 
thi rd of dividing line at bottom missing. 

l 5. Bottom divid ing line bent and broken 
below S. W . co rner. 

16. Minute dot above top fr ame line 
over th e " L " of "VENEZ UELA" ( di s­
ce rnible in most cases); bottom dividing line 
badly broken ; lef t dividing line heavy a t top; 
small break in div iding line a t N. E. co rn er ; 
break in top dividing line near N . W . Co rn er. 

17. Ve ry slight bulge on outer sid e of 
right frame line between 3rd and 4th pea rls; 
break at bottom of lef t dividing line. 

18. l\1 inute ve rtical dash or " horn " on 
top fr ame line directly above inner edge of 
le ft fr ame lin e. 

19. Several do ts und er "cen" . 
20. Break in dividing line at right (almost 

half mi ssing); left third of top dividing line 
m1 ssmg. In several pos1t10ns th e down 
st roke of th e "T " of "LIBERTAD" is weak 
or broken j ust below th e top of th e letter. 

21. T op dividing line broken and bent 
down above N . W. co rner. ( Cf. No . 15) . 
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22. D ot between "A " and " D " of "LIB­
ERT AD" (like a period after th e "A " ). 

23. D ot outsid e right fr ame line about 1,0 
mm. down from N . E . corner ; no bottom 
dividing line or only tr aces. 

24. Small vertical dash or " horn" pro­
truding upwa rd s at N . E. corner; lower por­
ti on of right dividing line and left third (or 
more) of bottom dividing line mi ssing. 

It will be noted th a t in 10 of th e 24 trans­
fe rs, r el iance is placed on breaks or other 
abnormaliti es in th e ve rtical or horizontal 
divid ing lines between th e st amps. In some 
oth er cases, th e ma rks peculiar to th at par ­
ticul a r t ransfer a r e so small or difficult to 
d isce rn th a t th e breaks in th e dividing lines 
a re helpful in ass uring r ecognition of th e 
transfer. T aken toge th er , however , th ere 
appea rs to be no doubt of their id enti fica t ion. 

F law : Th ere is a small w hite fl aw on th e 
r ight fr ame line of No. 49 in th e shee t (T . 
19) oppos ite th e word "LIBE RTAD". 

1 c. 
It has been generally supposed th a t there 

was only one setting of th e l C., th e highest 
valu e of thi s issue. But after pl ating the 
known setting, we fi nd some st amps th at do 
not fit in th e pa ttern . F rom this we, con­
clude th at th e re must have been anoth er set­
ting. In th e known se tting, w hich is com­
posed of 108 pos itions, 12 vertical by 9 hori­
zontal rows, th e wh ole of th e top row is com­
posed of only two tr ansfe rs, one of w hich is 
eas ily id entif ied by th e blob on th e end of a 
lea f nea r th e right bo rd er of pea rls. W e 
sh all call th ese Transfers A and B respect­
ively. Transfer B is th e one with th e blob. 

A reconstruction of th e sheet (less one 
st amp ) show s th at below th e top row th e 

Fig. 8 Enlargement of transfer B of the l C. 
showing blob on end of leaf. 
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VENEZUELA-THE 1861 ISSUE 
sheet is made up of 12 blocks of 8 transfers. 
Each block of transfers is arranged in four 
rows of two, as follows (except in the 
upper part of the right half of the sheet): 

(Transfers: ) 

3 
5 
7 

2 

4 
6 
8 

In the upper part of the right h alf of the 
sheet ( below th e top row) The transfe rs are 
reversed, as follows: 
. 252 THE C
(Transfers:) 2 

4 
6 
8 

3 
5 
7 

In the top row, transfer A is alw ays directly 
above tr ansfer I , while transfer B is always 
above tr ansfe r 2. 

The shee t was made up, it appear s, of 
blocks of tr ansfers A and B, and of blocks 
of tr ansfe rs r to 8, arranged as fo llows: 
A I B A I B A I B 

Block 
of 

Same Same 8 
Transfers (no rm al) ( no rm al ) 

I to 8 

Block 
of 

Same Same 
8 

(normal ) (no rm al ) 
Transfers 

I to 8 

A I B A I B A I B I 
Block Block Block 

of of of 
8 8 8 

Transfers Transfers Transfers 
reversed reversed r eve rsed 

Same Same 
Same 

( norm al ) ( normal) 
( no rm al 
We will now describe th e tr ansfer s. 
A. Break at right end of bottom divid ing 

line. 
B. Blob on end of small leaf near right 

border of pearls. 
I. Color ed mark and dots on and above 

" Z ", and lef t a rm of "U" of "VENEZ U­
ELA". 

2. Bottom dividing line ove rl aps under 
" O " of "CENTAVO" . 
OL
3. Very small dot under "o" of "centavo", 
about ;0 mm. below bottom frame line. 

+· Dividing lin e below st amp ove rl aps un­
der "tav" of "Centavo " ; top dividing l ine 
ove rl aps above "EL" of " VE EZUELA" 
(cf. · o. 2 above . ). 

5. Minute dot abou t 0 mm. below " Z " of 
" VENEZUELA". 

6. D ot and ma rk below " nt" of "centavo" 
in line of bo ttom dividi ng lin e which is over 
Fig. 10 Nos. 68 to 71 on the plate of the l C. showing crack or scratch . 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. :XXXIII, N O. 5 
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Fig. 9 Reconstruction of the block of 8 trans­
fers of the 1 C. , with transfers A and B above. 3 
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two-third s missing; minute protuberance on 
right fr ame line between 6th and 7th pearls. 

7. Dot on fr ame line under "o" of "cen­
t avo ". 

8. Small dot above "U" of "VENEZU­
ELA"; gener ally a minute dot above the 
" Z "; also dot and ma rk on line of top di­
viding lin e, which is partly missing. (See 
Type 6.) 

Most of th e types can be id entified w ith­
out refe rence to the dividing lines between 
st amps, but three depend for identification 
on specimens w ith enough margins to include 
th ese lines, o r on pairs or blocks. In th e 
6th horizontal row th ere is a cr ack or scratch 
ex tending from No. 68 through No. 7 I and 
probably th rough No. 72 ( th e missing st amp) . 
This is most noticeable in No. 71, as it 
c rosses the upper part of the coat of ar ms. 

We may now refer back to th e top row 
of th e sheet. Messrs. Hall & Fulcher men­
tion the fact that, wit h one exception at 
least, every alte rnate st amp in th e top row 
was from the same transfer, namely th e 
st amp showi ng the blob of color near the 
leaf on th e right.3a This is the stamp we 
h ave designated as Transfer B. The expla­
nation of the excep tion is simple. Since in 
th e upper part of the right h alf of th e sheet 
below th e top row th e tr ansfers we re re­
ve rsed in each block, and Transfer B, as we 
have said , always appears above Transfer 2, 
the stamps of this transfer altern ate in the 
top row , exce pt when we reach th e st amps 
above the first reversed block. There two 
Transfer B st amps adjo in. These are Nos. 
6 and 7 in the row. The fo llowing diagram 
will show this. 
A I B A I B I A I B B 

- I - 2--1 1-2 --J-,-~-1-2 

3a The Lo11do11 Philatelist, October, 1918, pp. 
238-39. 

A I B I A I B A 

--I - 2 1-I 1-2 I 
-+ Top 

Row 

3 These stamps are Nos. 1-2, 13 -14, 25-26, 37-38, 
and 49-50 in th e sheet. 
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V ENEZUEL A - TH E I 8 6 I I s s u E 
2nd Setting. There must h ave been an­
o th er setting of the 1 C . W e have a strip of 
three, two pa irs, and a single, none of which 
show cha racteri stics on any of th e tr ansfer s 
desc ribed above. Moreove r, the paper on 
which th ese a re printed is not the dead white 
o f th e fir st se tting, the gum is coa r se r, and 
th e ink appea rs to be of a slightly different 
shade. Not enough copies have been seen, 
howeve r, to j ustify any furth er sta tem ent re­
ga rding thi s se tting. 

Colors. 

Th e Yz C. g reen on wh ite gives th e same 
color impress ion in both se ttings, except th a t 
some st amp s appea r t o be slightly da rke r.4 

But th e re mu st have been a decided change in 
th e ink used for printing th e Yz C . at some 
time during manu fac ture. Th e no rm al color 
is a da rk g ray- lil ac, sometimes desc ribed as 
d a rk vi olet , of co urse on w hite. O ccasion­
ally, however, a copy t u rn s up w hich is light­
e r and w ith mor e of a redd ish o r b rownish 
v iolet shade. This is th e so-called brown 
violet . Those examin ed by th e w rite r , w ho 
has fo u r spec imens in hi s coll ec tion, come 
from th e known setting. O ne of th ese is No. 
49 in th e shee t (T ype 19) showin g th e w hite 
fl aw in th e right fr ame line. This is a ve ry 
r a re stamp ind eed in thi s colo r, as th e re w as 
only one in th e sheet . 

No color va ri eties o f th e 1 C. h ave been 
seen except in th e case of th ose from th e un ­
known se tting already mentioned. The color 
va ri ance is so slight as to be sca rcely not ice­
abl e. While th e no rm al color has bee n de­
sc r ibed as g r ay brown, a close r desc ri ption 
might be rich da rk browni sh g r ay.5 

Cancellations. 

Cancell ed st amps in th e w riter's coll ec ti on 
includ e all three den omin ations. Ca ncell a­
tions include th e doubl e circles of Ca r acas in 
bl ack, o r in blue. D oubtless th ere a re oth er s, 
but th ey have not been see n by th e w riter. 

4 A well known Engl ish cata log describes the 
stamps as pale yello w green and dee p yell ow green. 

5 The Stanl ey-Gibbons cata log gives pa le brow n and 
brown. lt is true that some of these stamps appear 
to be slight ly pa ler th an other s. 
254 THE COL
Fi g. 11 Caracas blue cancellat ion on 1 C. 

General Remarks. 

Few used copies of th is iss ue have su rv ived. 
Cata log valu es a re dec id ed ly on th e low side, 
espec ially for stamps in rea lly good condi tion. 
A y,i C. denomin a ti on was never repea ted. 
Yz C. and r C. de nomin ations we re included 
in th e Eagle I ss ue of 186+. They we re re­
peated in th e issue of th e new squa re st amps 
th a t fo llow ed . Th ere was also a 1 C. in th e 
First Escuelas I ss ues, and in th e 1874 "Con­
t rasena" overprints. In th e I 879 E scuelas 
Iss ue th ere w as a 1 Centesimo valu e, but th e 
currency th en h ad been ch anged to 100 cen­
tes imos to I V enezolano. T hi s las ted only 
a yea r , as in 1880 th e currency was again· 
changed to 100 centimos to 1 Bolivar. 

W e h ave ve ry little knowledge of th e ex­
tent of use of th e 186 1 iss ue, but it does not 
seem to h ave been g reat. Wh eth er o r not 
thi s w as due to th e lack of need or was 
ca used by th e na ture of th e use, w ith th e 
res ult th a t many cancell ed copies woul d not 
survive, even if th e amount of use was sub­
st anti al , we do not know. T he sca rcity of 
used copi es is a fac t, in any event. 

Further stu dy, pa rticul a rly as to th e his­
to ry of th ese st amps, th e name of th e printer , 
th e qu antity printed and th e pe riod of use, is 
needed. H e re is anoth er opportunity fo r re­
search in th e fasci nating fi eld of ea rly South 
Am erican stamps. 

In an a rticle soon to fo llow, we shall dis­
cuss th e issue th at succeeded, th e so-called 
Eagle I ssue of 1863-64. It is hoped th at 
w ith in t ime th at all of th e ea rli er issues w ill 
have been studi ed in TH E COLLECTORS CLU B 
PHILATELIST, 
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GUADELOUPE 
A History of the Postal Markin gs , The ir Sty le and Use 

By ROBERT G. STONE 

(Con tribution of the France and Colonies Group) 
Introduction 

Since the ad hes ive stamps of Guade­
loupe outside of the well-known overprinted 
and typese t issues have a very routine ch a r­
acter , it is fortuna te that other aspects of 
the postal history of the colony (since 19+7 
a DPpnrt111 r11t) offer more engross ing oppor­
t unities for the philatelic student and special­
ist coll ector. In particular, th e postal mark­
ings of Guadeloupe a re rich with variety for 
such a small domain. 

This study of the Guadeloupe markings, 
though it follows a chronologica l outline for 
sa ke of practical orientation and coherence, 
ac tually emphasizes their functional aspec ts, 
the why and how of th eir use; we treat also 
of th eir style, and of th e probable factors 
inAuencing it. This point of view neces­
sari ly leads us to consider the wide con text of 
history-postal , political, economic, and nat­
ural-to ,,·hich the markings belong. We 
have included so much of this context as di­
rec tly contrib utes to understanding and ap­
preciat ing the origin, style and use of the 
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markin gs, realizing th at in a serious phila­
telic journal one has to resist the tempta­
tion to wander far into beckoning non-post al 
fie lds th rough mere topical associations with 
posta l hi story. 

Too many details abou t wordings and di­
mensions, dates. colors , etc. , \\"Ould hopeless­
ly clog the narrat ive. To provide such de­
tails in a full and convenient form for ref­
e rence, we append a sys tematic descriptive 
cat a logue of all the markings, both hand­
sta mp and manuscript , reported in the lit­
era ture or seen by us to date. All but a few 
of the typ es and usages a re verified by the 
author 's coll ec tion. 

In this catalogue th e ma rkings are first 
grouped into functional classes, that 1s ac­
co rding to th eir apparen t purpose. The 
meaning and scope of each class are bri eAy 
explained in a preface to th e li st in g of types 
fou nd \\"ithin it. The types a re defined by 
fo rm at and size, and are ass igned numbers 
in a roughly chronol ogical sequence within 
each class . The classes a re as follows: 
Code 
Letter Functional Class 

Section No. 
( in Cat. ) 

A Army-Correspondence Postmarks 
BG Briti sh P acket-Agency General P os tmarks 
BP Briti sh P acket-Age ncy P a id Marks 
BR British Packet-Age ncy R a te Marks 
C Censo rship Marks 
D Postage-Due ·Marks 
F Free-Frank Marks and Official Postmarks 
G General Postmarks 
I Instructional Marks 
K Sloga n and Commemorative Postm arks 
L Obliterations ("Lozenges") 

IV 
XIV 
XIV 
XIV 

XI 
x 

VIII 
I 

XII 
XIII 

II 
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THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF GUADELOUPE 
M obile-Post M arks M 
p 
R 
s 
T 

Paid Marks 
R egistr ation-In sur ance Marks 
Ship-Letter M a rks ("P aquebot") 
Town Postm ark s 

VI 
IX 
v 

VII 
III 
Where mentioned m th e te xt, particul ar 
s tyles o r types of ma rking a re often illu s­
tr ated by an individu al example which is 
id enti fied by cl ass-code-l etter and type num ­
ber . 

Early Markings 

Compa red to those of British colonies ,2 

ea rl y post al m a rkings of French colonies a re, 
taken as a whol e, relative ly few and little 
known .1 Howeve r, in case of seve ral of th e 
older French colonies such as Guadeloupe . 
Martiniqu e, and Reu nion, appa rently much 
ea rly mate ri a l is to be fou nd. Many " new " 
discove ries a re eei ng repo rted as a result of 
the lately quickened inte rest in postal hi s­
tory. R ecent surveys :l,n of Martinique 
markings, for exa mpl e, revea led a wholly 
un suspected r ange . Guadeloupe now appea rs 
to be an even richer min e,4 probably unsu r­
passed by any French colony for variety and 
interest of its ea rly postmarks. 

U ntil about 18+3 th e Guadeloupe pos t­
m arks were purely loca l c reations, often 
unique in details of style and littl e influenced 
by contemporary postm a rks of th e Metropole 
or other land s. There is much cha rm in 
their crudeness , although th e ornate concep­
tions seen in so me ea rly ma rkings of other 
countries are m1 ss mg. The styl es were di­
verse , for th e h andstamp dev ice of th ose days 
would wear out in a few yea rs to be replaced 
by something quite different. Numerous mili ­
tary occupat ions and revolution a ry upheaval s 
prior to 1816 al so co ntributed to th e variety 
of the markings. 

From 1843 on , th e majo rity of th e m ark ­
in gs approxim ated types st and a rdized eithe r 
in France or among th e co lonies ge nerally, 
T H E COL
alth ough la ter , from 1857 to 1865, a post­
ma rk style entirely peculiar to Guadeloupe· 
was used a t a ll its post offices. Moreover, 
the ob litera to rs consisting of di amond-sh aped 
a r rays of dots, or " lozenges" as the French 
phi la telists ca ll th em, used on th e General 
I ssues of French Coloni al adhes ives from 
1859 to 1876 were more va ried and numer­
ous in Guadeloupe than among all th e rest 
of th e colonies t aken togeth er. 6 

Before the Post Office, 1635- 1765 

Guadeloupe \\' as firs t se ttl ed in 1635 by a 
gro up of French peas an ts; and by abo ut 1 720 
a ll its a r able land s had been t aken up in 
plantations. Yet th e re is no reco rd in the· 
a rchives of any post al a rr ange ments prior 
to th e 176o's. ln thi s pre-post al period the 
government pres um ably provided milit a ry or 
naval communica tions for its high offi cials. 
Plante rs and merchants, however, were lef t 
to th eir own dev ices, sending lette rs within 
th e co lony by me ans of private messengers: 
and overseas by th e hand s of ship captains. 
French capta ins were required by the 17th 
Century laws (confirm ed in an Arrete of 
3 F eb. 1728) to ca rry lette rs fre e between 
France and its colonies ;7 but thi s w as not 
full y obse rved and th e se rvice \\' as ve ry desu l­
tory, not to mention th e high risk of loss by 
sto rm , capture o r pilferage. 

In th e g re at Francois collection is a letter 
add ressed to France dated Guadeloupe I 740 
and bea ring a hand stamped Aeur-de-lys (F 1 ). 
Th e edi to rs of the Catalogu e des Es tarnpil­
les 8 regarded this as a postmark of th e colo­
ny, but th e w rite r in company with Fregnac 4 

believes it is probably a French mark of 
a rriv al (s imil a r to those of Bordea ux 9 ), 
+ [·''t~~t~ati -PE . . . .~tJ', : - . . ~· .. -,_-..;, _'~ -
... - - . ~ ... • ~ ' I •- ·- '"" 
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British Map of Guadeloupe Issued after the Capture of 1759. 
-s ince a Guadelou pe postoffice was not yet in 
·existence . ( I f the mark were of Guade­
loupe origin it cou ld only l:e some so rt of 
·official cachet.) 

During the firs t Eritish occ upation of 
Gu ade loupe (J anuary 1759 to July 4, 1763) 
.a post office or packet office was opened. The 
Briti sh ma il packets out of F almouth, E ng­
land, as \\·ell as Briti sh wa r and merchant 
vessel s, p resu mably co nveyed Guadeloupe 
mails regularly to and from E ngland, Ameri­
ca and th e \Ves t In dies, unti l the occupation 
end ed . H oweve r, let ters cou ld still be ex­
changed \\·ith F ranee, though only via En g­
land . One exampl e of a hand st amped post­
mark " GUADALOUPE" (G 1) is known 
from 1 762-note th a t th e E nglish spelling of 
the name of the colony uses an "a" afte r 
t he "d". 

The Poste Aux Lett res , 17 65 - 1791 

Ve ry li ke ly th e expe rience with th e efficient 
Briti sh mail s during the occupation opened 
th e coloni sts ' eyes to th e advantages of hav­
ing a public post. Fo r, in March 1765, Gov­
e rnor Le Comlte Nolivos (a prog ressive, 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, 
much imbu ed with Ph ysioc ra tic ideas) de­
creed a Post e aux L ettres (letter post) be 
es t ablished for th e use of th e public and 
offi cials equ ally.10 The se rvice began to 
ope rate on O ctobe r 25, the same year. The 
Directo r of Posts and th e main pos t office 
were se t up at Basse-T erre, which was the 
chi ef port and th e ad mini st rative capital at 
th at time . Mai l receivers (r eceveurs) we re 
in st alled in offices ( bureaux) at eight other 
places: Marigot de Capeste rre, Sainte-R ose, 
Ca illou ( in P ointe-Noire P a ri sh) , Mo rne­
R enferme ( haml et on th e site where Pointe­
a-Pitre city was built in 1 768-77) , Sainte­
Anne, L e l\!Ioul e, P o rt-Loui s, and Grand­
Bourg (on Marie Galante). Courie rs car­
ri ed th e mail s between offices. Letters ad­
dressed overseas had to be prepaid as far as 
th e office at some Guade loupe port of em­
barkation (-most of the offices were in such 
ports) . Captains of vessels planning to leave 
th e colony were requ ired to h ang up a mail 
bag in the nearest letter office a t leas t one 
month befo r e intend ed sail ing date. Official 
mail entitled to free-fra nking h ad to be so 
marked (" frnn che", etc.) in manusc ript and 
NO. 5 257 



THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF GUADELOUPE 
co unte rsigned ("v u", or with a paraphe, F 4) 
by th e Procurer-General. 

The ea rli es t reported ma rkings of this post 
are a str aightline " Guadeloupe" (Gs) and a 
" BASSE TERRE G." (Ts) seen on letter s 
.of 1776-83 and 1780, resp.4 The letters of Gs 
straggle ou t of lin e, sugges ting it was made 
·Of movable type. 

I 

6uade}o"* .. 
GS 

S.T. :BASS&TERRE G. 
TS T6 

Although th e Guadeloupe postoffice pro­
v id ed for fo rw arding lette rs to France by 
me rchant vessels , and th e oth er colonies had 
set up similar arrangements by 1770, th e 
mail se rvice from Fran ce to th e colonies was 
not o rga nized in any forma l way prior to th e 
Arret of th e King's Co uncil of State dated 
D ece mber 20, 1786.11 This ac t es t abli shed 
a Royal mail packet-boat ( paqu ebot ) se rvice 
with th e coloni es, fixing th e t a riffs and regu­
la tions for handlin g colonial mail via both 
these packets and merchant vessels. Twelve 
of th e Royal packets were ope ra ted out of 
Bordea ux and L e H avre to th e } rench 
W est Indi es on schedul e from J anuary 1787 
"to July 1788, when th ey were given up be­
·ca use th e excess of cos ts over revenu es was 
much greater than the King's treas ury had 
anticipated. The packet and merchant-ves­
·sel ta riff had been set at 20 sols per first 
·ounce and 1 o sols for each addition al ounce­
.a modera te fee in itself but one which was 
added to th e usual pr,stage cha rged for ca r­
rymg th e letter s b~tween the port and in ­
te rior po ints (of France as well as colo­
nies). l e rchant vessels , however, were per-
THE COL
mitted to compe te with th e packets for ca r­
rying m ail and French ship captains were 
for th e first tim e reimbursed at th e rate of 
15 sols pe r pound for th e mail which they 
delivered to th e post office. In spite of this 
induce ment (and penalties for violations), it 
is said that th e additional cost of sending 
lette rs und er th e A rret of 1786 led to much 
smu ggling of mail via priva te vessels . Nev­
erth eless, th e regu la rity and dependability of 
th e R oyal packets presumably increased th e 
proportion of overseas mail goi ng through 
th e Guadeloupe local postoffice, fo r more let­
ters w ith Guade loupe (and Martinique) 
postm a rks are seen from 1787-88 than for 
any other yea rs prior to 1816. 

Guadeloupe served as a collection and 
tr ansi t point fo r F rench mail s to and from 
l\!Iartinique and oth er nearby islands, which 
expla ins why Guadeloupe postmarks some­
times appear on ea rl y lette rs from Marti­
nique to France. 

A variety of postma rks were in use a t 
Basse-Terre and Pointe-a-Pitre (Ts, T6, 
T1 c- 11 , Gs , G 10) from 1780 until th e Revo­
lution (a nd perhaps until 1793). The bit­
ter po li tical and comm ercial rivalry between 
th ese two ports probably accounts for their 
having di stinctiv e t ow n postmarks at a time 
when such were not ye t customary in th e 
French colonies. Postm a rk Ti o, for all its 
naive illite r acy belongs to th e genre of th e 

LA GUADELOUPE 
GlO 

17th and ea rly 18th centuries, whereas T11 
ma rks the cleaner style of the late 18th cen­
tury. It is interes ting to note th at the "LA 
GUADELOUPE" mark (Gm) was con­
tempora ry with a "LA MARTINIQUE" 
one of very simil a r font and dimensions 12, 

a fact which may mean th at both marks were 
suppli ed by th e same source (F rance?) or 
one imit ated th e othe r. 
~V.<ti~~e~ apit1~ ~ · 
. : . ~. ' • I 

G{'.·l,~\ as1-e 1''"'1· 1.P. _ :~ _ 
Tl I TIO 
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THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF GUADELOUPE 
The Revolutionary and Napoleonic 
( first-Empire ) Period , 1791 - 1815 13 

In 1793 local revolutionary di sturbances 
tota lly disrupted the Past e aux L ettres; a t 
th e same time a British naval blockade cut 
·off nea rly all shi ppin g to France. Capture 
·of th e colony by the Briti sh followed shortly, 
in April 179+. The Briti sh probably had no 
chance to fully restore the post office system 
before th e French return ed to att ack th em 
·in June. 

In fa mou s Victor Hugues, who bit by bit 
Tecap tured the co lony for France between 
June and Nov . of th e same yea r, se t up a 
dictatorial regime which had littl e need for 
the posts since few white pl ante rs were left 
·and even th ey we re deni ed official contact 
w ith th e M et ropole until 1797. Hugues 
·changed th e " Bourbon " names of some of th e 
to\vns to "patri o tic" ones , P o inte-a- Pitre 
becoming " P ort-de-la-Liberte", for example. 

Soon af te r Ge neral Desfo urneaux had 
fo rcibly replaced Hugues as governor in 
i 798, th e P osit' aux L ettr es was restored 
a long with th e former town names . The old 
town postm ark of l 780 consisting of "BASSE 
TERRE" follow ed by a "G." (Ts) is re­
ported again from 1800 1 , but we have not 
been able to verify thi s, which seems doubt­
ful. Local mail s were probably disorganized 
aga in during th e bloody suppression by Gen­
e ral Richepan se of the neg ro rebellions of 
1801-02. From December 1792 to 31 D e­
cember 1805 th e Republican Calendar was of­
ilc ially in force in Guadeloupe and during 
that period lette rs from French ci tizens there 
were usually dated acco rdin gly. 

Jn a despe rate effort to stop destruction of 
Briti sh shipping by Guadeloupean privateers 
( th e Co rsairs organi zed by Hugues in 1795*), 

ilfJ~PR.· 
.-~-te' .(\ q~El.Q 

G15 G18 

.,,, 
*Not 1793 , as incorrectly inscribed on the Guade­

loupe Tercentenary stamps of 1935 illustrating the 
founding of the Corsairs by Victor Hughes. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII , 
the Briti sh gradually occupied by force the 
various outlying dependencies and then the 
" mainl and " of the colony during 1808-1810; 
Basse-Terre fin a lly surrendered on February 
5, 1810. While under a British governor, 
th e French colonists were allowed to continue 
planting and to administer th eir local affairs 
including th e internal posts ;14 the laws and 
ad mini str ative form s of the former Bourbon 
government (L ' a 11 cin 1 1·egim e ) were reestab­
lished . However, Briti sh merchants quickly 
moved in to t ake over th e foreign trade. A 
curiou s postmark "GUADELOUPE 1810" 
(G I 5) was possibly , in view of the French 
spellin g, introduced early in th at year, but it 
is known used only after the British arrived . 
At fir st Briti sh war vessels ca rried th e mail s. 
Sometime late in 181 0, th e regul a r mail 
packets ope ra ted by th e Briti sh Post Office 
also began to call, r elaying mail s to and 
from Falmouth vi a St. Thomas or Tortola 
( whose postm a rks l5 were often affixed in 
transit). A straightline "GUADELOUPE" 
( note the French spelling!) ( G18) is re-

T20 

ported on a letter of 1812 ; the letters strag­
gle indicating the stamp was a temporary one 
of movable type. In 1814 a boxed postmark 
(T21) w as introduced 4 a t Pointe-a-Pitre, 
and presumably the one for Basse-Terre in 
simil a r style (T20) was issued about the 
same time though we have no record of it 
used before l 816. 

At th e P e:v:e of Paris (May 30, 1814) 
England agreed to return the colony to 
France by August, but the British troops did 
not allow th e French governor to take over 
until December 7, 1814. St. M a rtin , formerly 
attached to Martinique, was now for the 
fir st time assigned to Guadeloupe as a de­
pendency. On August 9, 1815, the British 
were precipitated into reoccupying Guade­
loupe by force because of doubts that the 
local administration would prevent a th r~at­

ened Republican coup in the wake of Na­
poleon 's return from Elba. The local post­
office continued to operate apparently without 
British interference. Although Napoleon 
had been banished to St. Helena in October, 
the British troops remained , at the plea of 
NO. 5 259 
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local officials of royal is t sentiment, until July 
25, 1816, by which time loyal French troops 
h ad finally a rrived from France. 

The Old Monarchy Restored, 
1815- 1848 

In J anu a ry 1817 the coloni al posts were 
reorganized on th e same ultra-Bourbon basis 
as in France, concessions being farmed out 
for three-yea r periods.10 In 1823 th e post al 
ad mini str ation was, probably for re asons of 
political ex ped iency1 7, divided between Pointe­
a-Pitre and B asse-Terre, which for some 
time hence would be th e only post offices as 
well. 

The postoffices despatched letter bags to 
Europe by eith e r th e British m ai l packets 
(via B a rb ados and Falmouth), which had 
b een calling a t Basse-Ter re since 1811 ,18 or 
·by French me rchant vessels ( mostly out of 
Bordea ux, Nantes, L e H avre and Marseilles). 
But m any, pe rh aps a majo rity of th e letter s 
to abroad were still being privately hand ed 
to ship capt a in s and thu s bypassed th e local 
260 THE COL
T21 

postoAices (and the t ariffs). Hence th e ap­
pearance of th e Guadeloupe postmarks on 
letter s is not ye t common, especially so in 
th e case of letters destined to the Americas. 
W e suspect th at th e proportion of th e m ails 
from overseas being deposited in th e post­
ofli.ce for local delivery was a lso r ath er small , 
though such let te rs are very seldom met 
wi th anyway. 

Occasionally, in order to take advantage 
of an ea rli er or more direct sailin g, lette rs 
were pr iva tely forwa rd ed th rough firm s in 
neighbo ring island s, especially Martinique\ 
St. Kitts, and St. Thomas rn. Conver sely, 
some Guadeloupe me rchants probably for­
warded lette rs for consignees and friends in 
neighboring islands; such lette rs might be 
endorsed in m anuscript: "Ac lt eminee par" or 
" Forwarded by - - - ( name , pl ace, date)". 
T26 (Basse-Terre ) on face of a cover sent to Moule , with T25 of Pointe-a-Pitre struck on 
in transit . Note the " 30" charge mark in MS (02) ; the letter was sent to a militiaman on 
leave, his Captain endorsing in the lower left with a paraphe. ( 1826 ). 
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Back of the cover shown on the bottom of 
Page 260, with cachet of the Militia and a 
note from the Captain saying the addressee's 
leave has been extended. The Basse-Terre 
pos tmark (T26 ) is struck again, perhaps be­
cause it was an officially prepaid letter? 

The boxed postmarks for Pointe-a-Pitre and 
B asse-Terre, the first of this type (T20, 
T21) , which appeared in 1814 4 continued in 
use until 1821 ; note th e dotted frame in sid e 
the soli d one and th e crude sloping lette rs, 
quite unlike any other French m a rkings we 
have knowledge of. 

About 1821 th e postmarks rever ted to an 
unboxed style (T25, T26) , Basse-T erre now 
add ing th e name of the colony in a second 
line; these marks a re not basically unlike th e 
s tr aightlin e markings used in m any countries 
du ring th e ea rly 19th century. 

T25 

The first dated postmarker (T30) is noted 
from P ointe-a-Pitre around 1832, when some 
-0ther F rench colonies also introduced th em. 
H oweve r, th e style of this mark, being 
framed in a rectangular double-lined box, is 
ve ry singul a r as F rench marks go although a 
somewhat similar one was already in use at 
St. Pie rre, Reu nion.20 W e have ye t to see 
.a postmarked letter from Basse-Terre in the 
183o's, but it is reasonable to assume a dated 
postmarker was also in use there, possibly of 
th e same type as Pointe-a-Pitre 's. 
'r HE COL LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII
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2 Iiir,MME 1836 

T30 T35 

In 1838 the new municip alities created by 
the law of 1837 21 : Maule, Capesterre ( G. 
P.) and Grand Bourg ( M. G.) were given 
postoffices; an absolutely unique three-line 
postmark " POSTE/ DU/ MOULE" (T35) 
dates from this year. Basse-Terre, acquired 

T71 T72 

a double-circle dated postmark (T7 I) about 
1841 or somewhat earlier. This type had 
already appeared in France and some other 
colonies during th e 183o's 1. The other 
Guadeloupe postoffices appa rently did not re-

T60 T65 
, NO. 5 
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ce ive it until 1843 when the destruction of 
most of th e offices in th e ea rthqu ake accom­
panying th e eruption of Soufriere on Febru­
ary 8 made it necessary anyway to issue a 
new se t of postmarkers (T6o, T65). By 
ea rly 18.J.S th e Basse-Terre postmark was 
r eplaced by a la rge r one (T72 ). 

F rom abou t thi s time on, th e postmarks 
a re much more often seen on ove rseas Guade­
loupe letters , presum ably because th e ge n­
era l introduction of "fas t" ste amboa ts by th e 
Briti sh Royal Mail Steam P acket Co. ( un­
der contrac t with British GPO) in January 
1842 22 enco uraged greater use of th e r egul a r 
posts. Another factor may have been th e 
F ranco- Briti sh Convention of 18.J.3 on ex­
change of mai ls ac ross th e Engli sh Chan­
nel 2 '1, which exped ited the mail s from West 
Indies to France vi a British packets . How­
eve r, one also notes increasi ng use of priva te 
forwarder s l !I :- for lette rs fro m F ranee to 
other W est Indi an islands forwa rded by 
T H E COL
agents in Guadeloupe, as we ll as for let­
te rs from Guade loupe to other West Indies, 
Am erica o r Europe forwa rd ed through 
age nts a t St. Thomas rn. 

Th is pe riod ( 1 81 5-48) is th e earliest for 

·If 

D2: vari ous exampl es seen during 1 820-40 
per iod. 
Front of fo'd -2d ent ire letter from Basse Terre (T21 ) to Pointe-a-Pitre, 1816, showing free­
fra nking : " Affranchi" (F7 ) and paraphe (F4) and unusual seal-type cachet " FN" in oval 
( FS ) presumably some sort of frank . The contents of the letter mention the British troops 

of occupation as having just sailed away. 
LECTORS CLU B PH ILAT EL IST , VOL. XJCXlll , NO. 5 



THE POSTA L MARKINGS OF GUADELO UPE 
which the amou nt of postal material becomes 
suffi cient to provide us with some details as to 
th e method s of the post office:-

Normall y letters handed in to one of the 
Guadeloupe postoffices received the hand­
stamped postmark (T20-21 , T25-26, T30, 
T 35, T6o, T65 , T71-72) , whether the post­
age w as prepaid or unpa id. If addressed to 
pl aces wi th in th e colony the amount of post­
age (i n centimes) cha rged o r to be coll ected 
w as usually added in manuscript ( D2). 
These ma rkin gs a lmost alw ays appeared on 
the face of th e letter if the post age w as ye t 
to be paid , but so metimes on the back 
(-wh ere it was supposed to be only if pre­
pa id? ). C harge ma rks a re mi ss ing from 

FRANCH 
~rG\IAV'f 1..0 11,.~ 

PS 

PORT PAYE 
D'!: T~ 

CUADt:LOUtE 

P6 

many loca l letters, howeve r, wheth e r by ca re­
lessne ss or intent we cannot tell. On unpaid 
letters to France the Guadeloupe postoffices 
did not write any postage charge , because it 
was th e rule for th e French postoffices of 
entry to compute the post age due upon re­
ceipt of th e lette rs in France, marking them 
with the familiar large decim e (o r franc) 
numer als (see Ca t. des Estampi/les 1 , pp. 77 , 
79) . 

Officially- fr anked letters, wh ich in some 
cases were apparently prepaid by th e Gov­
ernment and in others passed free , likewise 
received th e postma rk and (if ch a rged) the 
postage-du e num eral ma rk ; in ad dition the 
letter was ann ot ated in manusc ript with the 
exp ression " affranchi" or " franch e", plus the 
initia ls or paraph e (F +) of the validating 
officia l, and pe rh aps the date. 

Ordinary prepayment of postage , impolite 
and unpopular in those days excep t on legal 
co rrespondence, w as also indica ted by 
" fran che", or by "po rt paye", to which the 
date, amount of postage and a la rge pen­
cross might be added. 

Severa l special hand st amp free-frank and 
paid-fra nk postmarks of a fancy style (F5 , 
THE COL LECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII,
P5-6) were ava il able at Basse-Terre but 
rarely used. The oval sea l-type cachet of 
1816 (F5) is li sted as an official frank since 
the onl y example known to us is on a local 
letter marked "A /!ranchi" with th e paraph e 
but without any cha rge ; however, the mean­
ing of the abbreviation " FN" in the cachet 
quite elud es us, though th e " F " probably 
stand s for " Franc" or " Fran che". 

The Second Republic , 1848- 1853 

The Second Republic initi ated the modern 
post al regi me; from 1848 on reforms and in­
nov ation s came rapidly. 

Not later th an 18+9, but possibly somewhat 
ea rlie r , postal agents (/acteurs; bureaux an­
nexes ) were design a ted in the small vi ll ages 
and haml ets of the colony not having post 
offi ces (receve urs ; bureaux). Here it mi ght 
be the Counc illor, justice of the pe ace, mayo r, 
army paymaster, pa rish sexton or choirm as ter 

T61 T66a 

who made up and rece ived mails by courier or 
coastal schooner. These age nts must have 
been empowered to accept prepaid-postage 
and postage-due mon eys. 

About 18+9 the postoffices at Basse-Terre 
and Pointe-a-Pitre started to mark unpaid 
lett ers destined to France with th e postage­
due in decimes or francs ( D+) · (-previously 
these due mark s were ap plied on arrival in 
France); sho rtly ( 1850? ), hand st amps, imi­
ta ting the manuscript style, were introduced 
for ma rking th e commoner r ates (D12-22). 
TJ-:e postmarks of 18+1-+5 were repl aced or 
supplemented in 18+9-50 with new dies in the 
same general style but having slightly dif­
ferent fo nt and dim ensions (T61 , T66, T73-
87). These postm arks were issued not only 
to the postoffices but apparently also to the 
postal agents . 
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• 

0 4: (top left ) examples of a "2", "16" and "18" in MS; 012: "6"; 0 13 : " 7"; 01 4: "8"; 
01 8: " 12"; 021 : " 15"; 022 : "16"; 012-22 being handstamps imitating the manuscript 
style, 1850-76. 
T73 T78 

In April or May 1849 th e Roy al Mail 
Steam Packet Co. agent for Guadeloupe (lo­
cated at Basse-Terre) began applying current 
British-Postoffice type circul ar postmarks 
THE CO
( BG1) and crowned-circle " PAID" marks 
( BP1) on letters handed ove r to him by the 
local post office for despatch via British 
packets to American cou ntries 24 The back­
gro und of this development is not definitely 
known 14-most likely it indicated that the 
new French Repub lic had authorized the 
Guadeloupe postoffice for the first time to ac­
cept cash prepayments of the British-packet 
postage fees (BRI , BR2), for which some 
indication on the lette rs was desired in cer­
tain cases. These cases apparently comprised 
all destinations other th an those which would 
bring th e mail across the English Channel 
(where it would be accounted for under the 
Franco-British Convention of 1843 23). As 
LLECTORS CLU B PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, NO. 5 
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BGI BPI 

no British postoffice was permitted on F rench 
soi l, " ·e think th e RMSP Co. agent may have 
been requ ired to do hi s postmarking and 
pouching of th e mails in th e Guadeloupe post­
office at Basse-Terre before tr ansfe rring 
them to the sh ips 20 . This hypothesis is g iven 
some suppo rt by th e occasional use of blue 
ink, a colo r which was usually ava il able in 
Guadeloupe postoffices but ra rely if eve r in 
Briti sh postoffices. There a re seve ral other 
peculiar fac ts about th e use of these Briti sh 
packet age ncy marks at Guadeloupe, which 
continu ed unt il 1874, for which we lack any 
documented explanation :24 e.g., why th ey are 
dated almos t always one day later th an th e 
French (G uadeloupe) postmarks on th e 
same lette rs?; Wh y paid let te rs to F rance 
via Briti sh packets never bear th e B ritish 
agency "PA ID" marks?; Why a few lette rs 
bea r th e British marks but no French ones?; 
Why the Briti sh agency postmark was only 
occasionally used on the back of unpaid let­
ters?; E tc. 

A suppl y of the JOc (2,500), 25c (g,ooo) 
and 1Fr (3,000) of th e current issue of 
French adhes ive stamps, to be used experi­
mentally fo r vo luntary prepayment of oo~tage 
on letters to France and to co ntin ental Eur­
ope via F ranee 26 , was sent to G uadeloupe in 
August 185 1 and put on sale at P oi nte-a­
Pitre and Basse-Te rre not late r th an some 
time in October (ea rli es t cove rs). A Minis­
te ri al Circular of Nove mber 28 spec ified th at 
they were to prepay postage via ei th e r th e 
British packets o r French me rch ant vessels, 
th at colonial postoffices were to postmark the 
letters only, the stamps to be obliterated up­
on a rriv al in France. These letters we re 

* For further deta ils see: R. G. Stone, " French 
Stamps Used in Guadeloupe",coLLECTORS CLUB PHI­
LATEL IST, J an. 195 0, pp . 27-33. 
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also to be marked with the boxed " PD" 
( Paye a D es tination) (PS) to show prepay­
ment, thi s mark apparently having been sent 
out to Guadeloupe for the purpose at about 
the same time th e st amps were shipped . The 
only Guadeloupe postm arks known on such 
letters a re T 6 1 and T73 ; occasionally the 
postmark and / or " PD" a re mi ssing. In the 
case of lette rs vi a the British packets the 
British-type postmark ( BG1) of Guadeloupe· 
was sometimes add ed on the back of the let­
ter , although th e British " PAID AT­
GUADALOU PE" ma rk (BP1) is not knowllf 
on th em. The initial stock of stamps was 
presum ably exha usted by the end of 1853 
(latest cove rs, November ?) and no more 
were supplied .* 

The Second Empire, 1853-1870 

With th e opening of this pe riod the local 
postoffices were at las t handling th e bulk of 
th e mail to and from the colony. 

From abou t 1854 th e postage r:i tes on un­
paid lette rs to France included a penalty of 
one decime ; neve rth eless relatively few let­
te rs we re prepaid as long as it was not man­
da to ry. 

Between 1857 and 1861 a new and unique 
style of dated postmark (Type D: T101-
T128) , a rimless circu la r one, was issued to 
all th e postoffices, as well as to the postal 
agents in Comm unes still lackin g postoffic es 
-some 20 pl aces in all. These ma rk s tend ed 
to become very smudgy and illegible. 

T1 04 Tl 13 

In September 1858, after years of hesita­
ti on, th e Minister of Colonies fin ally o rdered 
the fabrication of a distinctive type of ad­
hesive st amp for general use in all th e colo­
nies 27• In the autumn of 1859, 80,000 each 
of th e 1 oc and 4oc " Eagles" were sent to 
NO. 5 



TH E POST AL M A RKIN G S O F GUADELOUPE 
Guadeloupe 2 • An A rrete of the Governor 
dated T ovember 5 29 , announced th at on No­
vember Io th e st amps would be put on sale 
at Pointe-a-Pitre, Basse-Terre , M oule and 
Grand -Bourg, from which date : " - - - all 
letters, packets, newspapers, and printed m at ­
te r of all kind s addressed to th e interio r o r 
abroad m aJ' [our italics-R .G .S.] be prepa id 
with these stamps; excepting only th a t stamps 
would n ot be used on lette rs and packets on 
which th e post age is coll ected dir ectly in cash 
for th e account of th e British tr ansatl antic 
packet company - - - " ( the RMSP Co .). 
The meanin g of th e latte r provi so is not as 
clea r as it so und s, since numbe rs of lette r s 
to France a re seen from I860-62 on w hich the 
full post age w as prepaid in st amps although 
th e markings indica te ca rri age by British 
packet. It may apply to ce rtain des tin a tions 
only , or possibly un de r ci rcum stances w he re 
th e merchants w ere given ch arge accounts 
and paid for th e ir pos t age in lump sums by 
th e day o r month . 

The ma rkin g of prepaid matte r ad dressed 
overseas, wh eth e r st amped o r not , continued 
in th e same m ann er as heretofo re : eith er 
w ith " PD" ( P S) or w ith " P A ID AT 
GUADALOU P E" ( BPI ) ( if sent via Brit­
ish mail to Am erican co untri es) . Even aft er 

PS P13 

st amps w ere introduced th e " PD" was still 
officially rega rd ed as the primary evidence of 
prepayment ; it is very rarely mi ssing on full y 
prepaid letters but is not usu ally seen on 
part-pa id letters and prepaid printed mat­
ter. Up to now th e " PD" was always in 
red , whereas in the 1860-7 5 period it appears 
in black, red, and blue indiffe rently. Not 
infrequently th e "PD" was applied by mis­
take and then it might be c rossed out w ith 
an obliterator by th e clerk or with a r ed 
crayon by the RMSP C o. agent. 

Unp aid matte r continued to be ma rked 
with the amount of post age-due in decimes 
or fr ancs (D4-22). The use of the British 
postm ark ( BG1) on the back of unp aid let-
266 T HE COLL
te rs, up to this time ( I 860) occasion al, now 
became very exceptional-chiefly on letters to 
Briti sh countri es . 

Actu ally most of th e printed matter and 
newspapers could not ye t be stamped w ith 
adh esives, as th e ra tes fo r such matter usu­
ally did not coincide with any denominations 
o r multipl es of st amps avail abl e. 

Probabl y fo r th e first month o r so of th eir 
use (Nov.-D ec. 1859) th e Eagle st amps w ere 
ob litera ted by pen , as was done in Ma rti ­
niqu e. Sometime in D ecember 1859 th e fo ur 
ex isting pos toffi ces we re provided with oblit­
e ra to rs (" kill e rs") in th e fo rm of d iamond s 
( " lozenges" ) of do ts ( L1 , L J , L23 , L27 ) to 
use in cance lling th e st amps, and w ith in ­
structi ons th a t da ted postm arkers we re not 
to be st ruck on st amps but only on th e face 
o r back of th e lett e rs 30 . T hese fi rst loze nges 
were made up of d iamond-shaped points. The 
loze nges of P ointe-a-Pitre and Basse-T erre 
had la rge well -de fin ed points, whereas th ose 
of th e Mo ul e and G rand-Bourg lozenges 
we re o rigin ally so small as to see m almost 
round . Wh eth er th e lozenges we re loca lly­
prod uced o r sent out f rom P a ris is not 
kn own 31; on th e bas is of a co mpa ri son 6 w ith 
lozenges of all oth e r coloni es, one cou ld a rgue 
fo r eith er hypothes is. Th e oblite ra to rs we re 
probably of ha rd wood or metal, fo r th ey 
las ted many year s with out disinteg ra ting­
Over the pe riod of 8 to 12 ye a rs in which in­
dividual lozenges of th e large r postoffi ce 
ge nerally remained in se rvice, th e strik es be­
came progressively mo re smudgy and the 
points much enl a rged and defo rm ed. 

An A rrete of Gu adeloupe dated O ctober 
3, 1860, provided th at , ind ependently of th e 
pos toffices ( rl'ceve u rs) , the min or officials, 
merchants, a rmy paymas ters, ph a rm acists 
and others who mi ght be specially auth orized, 
co uld stock and sell th e st amps to th e pub­
lic 32• Presum ably thi s would include th e 
ex isting pos tal agents as well as oth ers. In 
any case, th e postal agents we re not auth or­
ized to oblite r ate stamps, and hence were not 
furnished w ith lozenges; nor is th ere any 
evi dence th a t th e agents ever used th eir post­
ma rkers to cancel the st amps. 

The ea rli es t E agles-s t amped letter known 
to us from G uadeloupe is dated Pointe-a­
Pitre, J an. 1 o, 1860. Stamped letters a re 
rel a tively r a re before 1862, because the use 
of st amps w as in no way obligatory and the 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXJII , N O. 5 



THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF GUADELOUPE 

T

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• • • • • • . . ' . . 

• • • • . . . . , 
• • 

. . 
, . . 

, . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . 

••• ••• •••• ••••• •••••• ••• • • • • • .. . . ·~· •••• •••• • •• •• • 

··~ ••••••• ••••• , ..... 
• • • • • • • .. •,.•.·.· '. • • • • • •••••• . .•. '. •• • • •••• • 

• • • • • • • • • • . ..... 
• • • • • • • •••••• • ••••••• • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••• • • • •• • 

• •• • •• •••• ••••• •••••• ••••••• • ••••••• •• •••••• •••••• ••••• • ••• ••• • • • 

• .. . . . . 
• . . . . . 

·. ·. ·C PE·.·.· . . . . . . . . 
. . 

" • 
• 

• • 
• 
• 

• 

. . 

• 

. 

. . . . . . . . . .. 

• . . ~ 
• 

. .......... --. . ............ . 
.. • • # .. ...... . . .. · .. 

. ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

' . . . . . .. . ...... . 
. .. --- ' ' .... '' ...... ' 

' ....... . . . . -.. . 
' ..... . . .. ---.. 

.. -.... .. . . . . .. 
' ..... . 
•• • • • • • . . . . ... . . . -.... . .. . . . . . 

Lozenges of Pointe-a-Pitre (two left-hand columns), of Basse-Terre (right-hand column, 
upper three ), and of Moule (right, lower three) : 

L3 (1860) 
L3 ( 1863) 
L3 ( 1865 ) 
L4 ( 1870 ) 

L8 
L9 
L9 
L90 

( 1865 ) 
(1872) 
( 1875) 
( 1872) 

Ll 
Ll 
L6 
L27 
L27a 
L28 

( 1860 ) 
( 1868) 
( 1870 ) 
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THE POSTA L MARKINGS OF G U ADE L OUPE 
denominations were in adequ ate for th e 
frankin g needs. 

An A rrete of the G ove rnor announced on 
July 7, 1862, th at th e I C and 5c E agles were 
on sale 33. These denomin a tions now made 
it possibl e to prepay in stamps th e r ates for 
newspape rs and printed matter. Stamps on 
such voluminous mail w ere often cancelled 
with the dated postm arkers rather than with 
th e lozenges; this eliminated an extra hand­
st ampin g operation and th ereby reduced post­
office delay. 

Already on April 7, 1862, a Ministeri al 
D ecret had been issued w hich made it obliga­
tory in th e coloni es to fr ank all prepaid let­
ter s with ad hes ive stamps34 • It seems to 
h ave been in this same yea r th at Guadeloupe 
began to furni sh each postoffice with a mark 
consisting of a " P .P ." (Port Paye) inscribed 
in a box ( P11 -20) for stamping prepaid in­
tern al letters-analogo us to th e " PD" used 
on prepaid letters to ove rsea des tinations. 
Eve n after 1862 one sees a few examples of 
lette rs sent via Briti sh packet and prepaid in 
cash but w ith out ad hesives; th ey were pre­
su mably passed through ove rsight. U np aid 
packet letters, howeve r, we re still accepted 
fo r any exte rior destin ation until about 1865, 
and for France until abo ut 1876; th e reaf te r, 
unpaid lette rs of any so rt a re rarities-let­
te rs "dropped in the box" w ith out ret urn 
address. 

Th e first French gove rnment-subsidized 
m ail packet line to reach Guadeloupe began 
as a shuttle se rvice between Basse-T erre and 
Martinique on March 2, 1863 (S. S. 
Cacique) , mainl y to se rve th e army depot at 
B asse Terre for th e Mexican War.~ 5 At 
Martinique th e mails were exchanged with 
the new French mail-packet line running 
from France to Cuba and M exico and r eturn. 
These lines, ope rated by the Comp agni e 
Generale Transatlantique 35, marked th e first 
break in th e long hegemony of th e British 
Royal Mail line at Guadeloupe and Marti­
nique-in fact, in th e w hole eas te rn Carib­
bean . Prepaid post age r ates to F rance via 
French packets were until 1876 lowe r th an 
those by Briti sh packets :-5oc vs 7oc for a 
I 5-gram letter. 

During 1864 postoffices we re opened in at 
leas t 28 addition al Communes, and oblitera­
tors (L15, L15 , L30-40, L44, L63 , L66, L14) 
furnished these offices (-many of them al-
THE CO
ready having postmarkers in the rimless-style 
of 1857 used by the postal agents there). 
By thi s action all the postal agents seem to 
h ave been eliminated or converted to post­
offices. We believe th at the prepayment of 
all intern al mai l was m ade obligato ry at th e 
same time, si nce no stampless unpaid letters 
circulated solely w ithin th e colony a re known 
to us with late r dates, except rare ones 
charged du e at th e so % -penalty rate. The 
lozenges used at the smalle r offices from 1864 
on are char acte ri stically of very fine points 36 , 

some being so fine th at it is difficult to judge 
whe th er th ey are round o r diamond-shaped; 
th e overall dimensions of many of the lozen­
ges a re al most identica l, makin g it often im­
possibl e to positively iden tify th e particular 
office of origin when the example is on a 
stamp off cover. As a class, howeve r , Guade­
loupean lozenges ca n be readily spotted G; 
th ey include :-

a. all hav ing 7 x 7 (49) points and th e length 
of th e side of the lozenge less th an 
2omm (-th e very rare St.-Pierre­
.l\llique lon loze nge is 22mm); and 

b. all having 8 x 8 (64) points which are 
diamond -shaped o r round (some very 
fine ) and th e length of th e side g reater 
than 16mm, with th e fo ll owing three 
excep tions:-

( 1) th e very rare 18 x 20 mm lozenge 
(-this second dimension 1s the 
small er diameter-) of diamond 
po ints of Mahe, F r. India , which 
however, is distinguished by its four 
co rner points being distinctly 
large r th an th e r es t ( 1873-76), 

( 2) th e r a re 17.5-18 x 22.5 mm lozenge 
of small regul a r round dots of 
P ondichery, Fr. Indi a ( 1868-7o's) 
-simil a r to seve ral GPE lozenges 
of small offices, 

(3) th e sca rce 18.5 x 23 mm lozenge 
of irregul a r points of Martinique 
( 1860-64). 

We h ave endeavo red to measure th e dimen­
sions of th e various lozenges to w ithin a 
ha! £-millimeter in the hope th at any differ­
ences found w ill facilitate identification of 
" unknown" examples; but differences of l mm 
or less can not be t aken with certainty owing 
to variations in wear, inking, clearness of 
LLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, NO. 5 
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L 1 5 Capesterre L38 
L42 St.-Martin 

Ste.-Anne L66 Morne-a-l ' Eau ( 1873 ) L66 ( 187 5 ) 
L40 St.-Francois Unknown 

L33 Pointe-Noire L74 Port-Louis Unknown (L3 8?) 
L23 Grand-Bourg L63 Grand - Bourg? Un known (Pondichery?) 
strike, etc. A fter experience w ith numbers 
of strikes from th e same lozenge die one 
come s to recognize things about th e aspect 
of the lozenge th a t a re peculi ar to it, but 
not easily desc ribed in wo rds or measure-
T HE COLLECTORS CLU B P HI LAT ELIST , VOL. XXXIII
me nts no r adequ ately shown in a single­
d r a1ving o r photogr aph. Such clues, fo r ex­
ampl e, may be small va ri ations in sh ape, size, 
and alignment of the points w ithin th e­
lozenge. The G uadeloupe lozenges evid ently 
, NO. 5 



·T H E p 0 S T A L M A R K I N G S 0 F G U A D E L O U P E 
were made from time to time in sm all lots, 
each lot being cut pe rh aps intentionally to a 
somewhat different patte rn ( th ese might be 
called " types" ) , while th e indi vidu als w ithin 
a lot exhibit ve ry slight unintentional differ­
ences. At present, we can be sure only of 
inte r-l ot distinctions; analys is of intra- lot 
va rieties is g reatly handicapped by th e real 
rarity of so many of th ese lozenges. In 
view of th e meag re amount of mail handled 
at th e small postoffi ces it is not su rpri sing 
th a t th eir lozenges show littl e evidence of 
wear even after ten o r twel ve yea rs of use ; 
howeve r, th ey occas ionally appea r in smud gy 
strikes due to dirt m th e ink o r on th e 
lozenge, to slipping, to ove r- inking o r un­
even press ure, etc. 

Th e boxed "PP" ma rks ( P 1 1-20) in use 
durin g 1862-76 at nea rly all offi ces fo r mark ­
ing prepa id inte rn al mail a re sometim es fo un d 
oblite r ating the st amps in pl ace of th e loz­
enge-pres um ably du e to laz in ess o r has te 
on th e pa rt of th e post al cle rks, th ough in 
some cases pe rh aps beca use th e loze nge was 
los t. In as much as th ose " PP " marks so fa r 
reco rded fro m G uadeloupe have un iqu e di ­
men sions o r style for each office and as no 
oth er colony used th em ( th ough th ey we re 
also used in F rance and on th e F rench 
packets) , it may be possible to develop a 
complete key fo r identifying th e office of o ri ­
gin eve n when on st amps off cove r. 

The special decime h and stamps of denomi­
na tion "8" int roduced about 186+ a t P oint­
a- Pitre ( D 30) and Basse-T er re ( D 31) a re 
interes ting beca use of th eir fr ank dev iation 
from th e usu al manu sc ript style. In th e sa me 

8 
031 D30 

year , new di es (T105, T11 8) of th e rimless 
type, but with slightly different font and di­
mensions from ones already in use, also ap­
peared at th ese two offices. Was it perh aps 
the pl acing of addition al cl e rks on duty there 
THE COL
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to handle the gro wing volume of mail. that 
req uired th ese ex tr a hand sta mps? But th e 
ex tr a ma rks we ren't used afte r 1865 ! 

On Ap ril 17, 1865, th e F rench mail pack­
ets ( CGT ) commenced a branch line, L igne 
E, conn ecting Guade loupe via Ma rt ini que, 
and in 1866 vi a St. T homas also, w ith va ri­
ous oth er CGT 1 in es ne,,·ly ex tended be tween 
th e Car ibbean and Fr ance~5 . T he Guade­
loupe- Ma rt inique shuttl e line begun in 1863 
w as des ignated L ig 11 e G in A ugus t 1865 and 
on September 8 bega n ca lling at P oi nte-a­
Pitre in ad diti on to Basse-Terre. (The run s 
of Ligne E and G operated in alte rn ate for t­
nights. ) L ette rs mail ed on board th e F rench 
packets of Li gne E and G whil e cl ocked at 
G uadeloupe were usually not postm a rked and 
oblite r ated until transferred to th e boa ts of 
Lign l' A or B at Ma rtiniqu e o r St. Thomas, 
resp. Indeed, Ligne E and L igne G post­
m arks, wh ether on ship-boa rd mail ed lette rs 
o r as transi t backst amps on pouched mails, 
a re exceedi ngly r a re on lette rs of G uadeloupe 
o r any oth er o rigin ; thi s can be taken to in ­
dica te th a t the mail cle rks were not regul a rly 
ass igned to th ese run s, pe rh aps beca use th ey 
we re so sho rt , whil e th e ship 's office rs desig­
nated to coll ect loose letters in lieu of th e 
mail cle rks apparently did not of ten t ake th e 
trouble to use th e postm arks iss ued to 
th em ~5 . H ow eve r, ve ry little mail fo r 
France w as routed via St. Thomas ( to con­
nect th ere w ith Ligne B ) since nea rly all 
th e lette rs f rom Guadeloupe to F rance via 
French packet prio r to 187 5 a re backstamped 
with th e pos tm ark of Ligne A, wh ich r an via 
M a rtiniqu e. Thus the mail w hich Ligne E 
carried between Guadeloupe and St. Thomas 
was mostly for o r from the Greate r Antilles 
and North America. 
LECTORS CL U B P HILATEL IST, VOL. XXXIll , NO. 5 



THE P OSTAL MARKINGS OF GUADELOUPE 
Type E:T17 1 54 

In May 1865 th e 1857 riml ess-style of 
postmark was replaced a t nea rly all offices 
w ith the new stand a rd coloni al type (Type E 
of L anglois and Bourselet:1 T150-T190) 
having a continu ous outer ci rcle and a dotted 
inner circl e. The dies for these were very 
likely suppli ed from Paris. The 1857-type 
cont inu ed in use, however, at some sm aller 
postoffices (T124, T125, T127) until as late 
as 1869. 

Later in 1865 also appea red th e so-called 
"army co rrespond ence" postmarks. This 
spec ia l ca tegory of marking had been in 
limited expe rimenta l use elsewhere in th e 
French ove rseas postal system si nce 1862, but 
was giv en a genera l d istribution to the colo­
nies and packet-boat routes during 1865.1 
The ea rli est of those for Guadeloupe (A1-
A10) a re in th e style of an octagonal outer 
frame ( th e only octagonal postmarks of this 
colony); late r ones are mostly circu lar 
(Type E: A11, A12). These m a rks we re 
reserved fo r letters franked a t the reduced 
rate permitted military personnel in acco rd­
ance w ith the old French Law of June 17, 
1792. Fo r th e franking to be valid such let­
ters had to be end orsed in manuscript on the 
back by an appropria te office r ; someti mes a 
cachet of th e military o rganization might be 
added. When distributing the "Corr. 
d 'Armees" postmarks th e Ministry of Colo­
ni es included a copy of its in structions :n of 
13 Oct. 1862, which requi red th e postoffices 
to strike a rmy co rrespond ence marks in blue 
ink , to forward such mail only by French 
boats, and to prevent abuses; th e L aw of 
1792 was interpreted to apply also to any 
cad res of gua rd s, health officers and oth e r 
se rvices that might be assigned to th e mili­
t a ry posts. Guadeloupe army m arks a re 
much more often found in black th an blue; 
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but th ey a re all very rare, w hether on cover 
or st amp, not merely because the gar rison in 
th e colony was always small but also be­
cause on m any military letters th e post­
offices did not bother to apply th e special post­
m a rk (-especially during the 188o's). Only 
postoffices nea r to barracks we re supplied 
with the marks. 

The opening of a U . S. contract-mail pack­
et service between St. Thomas and New York 
( N . Y. and Brazi ls S. S. Co.) in J anu a ry 
1866 led to the forwarding of much of th e 
mail from U. S. to Guadeloupe, or reverse, 
th rough certain private agents at St. Thomas 
(chiefly Geo. W . Smith & Co. ), where U.S., 
British, French, or Danish West Indies 
stamps might be added HS. Such lette rs 
were handl ed privately from Guadeloupe (o r 
St. M a rtin ) to St. Thomas but via packet 
from St. Thomas to G uadeloupe. 

The British packet agent introduced a new 
style of paid mark (BP2) , and a new dated 
postmark ( BG2) in ea rl y 1868, the prev­
ious types (B P 1, BG 1) being used concu r­
rently wi th th e new ones until abou t May 
1868 when the fo rm er were retired. 

BG2 BP2 

The Third Republic and Its 
Aftermath , 1870- 1953 

The advent of th e 3rd R epublic was not 
reflected in any marked changes of pos t al 
procedure in Guadeloupe. From this time 
on more important th an political conditions 
were the dynamic influences of population 
grow th , expanding industry and tr ade, new 
techn ology, etc. , which paced a steady de­
velopment of th e postal serv ice. H oweve r , 
it was th e U PU which stimul ated some of 
th e most dram a tic modifica tions. 

In la te 1870 there appea red a peculiar 
se ri es of postmarks in the standard Type E 
of 1865, insc ribed " Pointe-a-Pitre" or " B asse-
, NO. 5 



THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF GUADELOUPE 
Terre' ', preceded by " Paq. Fr." or "Paq. 
Ang.", obviously abbreviations for French or 
English packet ( S1-S4). These m arks, which 
are very commonly seen on letters of the 
r87o 's from Pointe-a-Pitre at least, have in­
trigu ed many collectors who thought th ey 
were used on board the ships. Such was not 
the case, however, for they were applied 
solely at the postoffices in Pointe-a-Pitre and 
Basse-Terre to postmark overseas mail with 
an indication as to whether it was being des­
patched (or received) in closed pouches via 
Briti sh or French mail packet 39 (-though 
the British packets still called only at Basse­
Terre). The " Paq" ma rks for Basse-Terre 
went out of use in June 1876 and are there­
fore not seen on the ad hesives of the Gen­
eral Issues for French Colonies, whereas 
those for Pointe-a- Pitre remained in serv ice 
until abou t 1884 and afte r 1 July 1876 often 
cancel th e stamps (see infra). We have 
ca talogu ed th ese marks as "Ship-Letter 
Marks", although th ey were not intended 
nor used at all for loose ship-let ters in th e 
manner of modern "paquebot" marks.40 Pre­
cisely comparable French postmarks are 
known only for the consu lar postoffice at 
Alexandria , Egypt, ca. 1872; they also have 
much in common with the contemporary 
United States postmarks of Portland, Bos­
ton, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, De­
troit, and Chicago inscribed: "Amer. Pkt. ", 
" Br. Pkt. ", "Fr. Pkt", " Hamburg Pkt.", or 
" Brem. Pkt. ", etc. Ligne A and B packets 
did not run during late 1870 on account of 
the Franco-Prussian W ar.35 

The first of th e Ceres and Napoleon types 
of the General Issues went on sale in No­
vember 187 I, the stocks of the Eagles being 
nearly exhausted. Around 1871-72, new 
dies with slight changes in size of letters, 
spacing, and spelling were issued in the 1865-
type (E) postmarkers to m any of th e post­
offices. Some offices replaced their badly 
worn lozenges at this time. Also several new 
offices which were opened soon after 1870 
rece ived markings in th e prevailing styles. 
The lozenge inscribed "GPE" (Lgo) made 
its appearance, at Pointe-a-Pitre only, in the 
Ii rst quarter of 1872, but was no longer regu­
larly being used after the end of 1873, which 
accounts for its scarcity. A deep mystery 
surrounds the limited role of this lozenge, 
both as to why it was introduced so late and 
THE CO
as to why it was withdrawn so soon-ana­
logous lozenges of other colonies had an ex­
tended life from 1864 to 1876 or later. The 
die was not lost, for it is known used very 
occasionally after 1873 down until 1910 (on 
due stamps and on low denominations pre­
paying printed matter). 

Several varieties of French stamps of 1860-
76 were appa rently used in the Antillean 
colonies during the early 187o's; in so far 
as they are genuine they represent purely 
accidental and very rare use of st amps sent 
to colonial residents in payment of petty 
debts o r ca rried in by travelers from France 
or from French packets.41 Also in some 
cases French st amps on letters posted on the 
packets were ob literated or ca ncelled in 

Guadeloupe on arrival 41 -notably from 
Lign e E which most of the time did not have 
a postal clerk nor markings on board . 

Use of British-type postmarks on lette rs 
dispatched from Guadeloupe via the British 
packets ceased sometime late in 187+ (or 
early 187 5?) , for reasons unknown. This is 
all the more curious since a British packet­
agency postmark continu ed in use at Marti­
niqu e until 27 December, 1878 42. 

In February 1875 Ligne A (St. Nazaire­
Aspinwall) and Ligne B (St. Nazaire-St. 
Thomas-Mexico) of th e French packets be­
gan calling at Guadeloupe, providing for the 
first time direct fortnightly connections to 
France. The shuttle to Martinique (Ligne 
G) thus no longer being required, was sup­
pressed "\ and Ligne E to St. Thomas and 
Martinique was retained th e reafter only to 
provide local service to the Greater Antilles. 
This change tended to shift much of the mails 
with France from British to French packets. 

On July 1, 1876, Guadeloupe in company 
with the other French Colonies entered the 
Universal Postal Union (UPU). With that 
event, the cance lling of stamps w ith oblitera­
tors was gradually abandoned (July 1876-
Feb. 1877) and only postmarks were gener­
ally used thereafter ; however, obliterating 
continued on some kinds of mail at some 
places for a number of years, for example:­
on printed m atter at Pointe-a-Pitre until 
191 o ( Lgo) , on postage-due stamps at sev­
eral offices until the 189o's (Lg, L15, L63 , 
Lgo) , and occasionally until the 188o's on 
letters at certain postoffices such as Cape­
sterre, Grand Bourg, Moule, and Ste. Anne 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, NO. 5 



THE POSTA L MARKINGS OF GUADELOUPE 
L90 used on postage-due stamp of 1884 issue , 
and on 1 Oc of 1905 issue . 

( L1 5, L 28, L J8, L63) . The " PD" and "PP" 
marks, already more or less in disuse since 
ea rly 1876, were a lso retired ; and private 
fo rw ard ing of mail practically ceased. Like­
wise th e French m ail packets began post­
ma rkin g stamps on letters mail ed on boa rd , 
instead of oblite r ating th em with the "anchor­
in dots". 

Cove rs of th e 1871-79 period illustrate 
strik ingly by th eir fr ankings how the post age 
r ates were lowered successively in Jul y 1 876, 
April 1878, and J anu ary 1879 as France tri ed 
to bring th em down to th e U P U-recom­
mended levels. This and the fact th a t many 
cou ntri es had not ye t adhered to the UPU 
made th e rate structure on overseas m ail 
ve ry compl ex between 1876 and 1881. 

St. Barth elemy (S t. Bart's) island , pur­
chased by France from Sweden in August 
1877 af ter a plebiscite, was ann exed to th e 
ad mini stra tion of Guadeloupe on March 16, 
1878, and a postoffice opened (at Gustavia 
town) .45 

ln December 1878 Lig11 e D supplanted 
Lign e B and connected Guadeloupe direct 
w ith H av re and Co lon.:l5 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXII!,
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Types F and K town postmarkers, having 
double continuous c ircles (a standard co­
lonial style) appea red at many postoffices in 
April 1881 or soon after, but they did not 
in all cases entirely or immediately replace 
the former T ype E postmarks, which at 
some places continued concurrently with the 
later T ypes for many yea rs. 

T ype G postmarks, cha racterized by the 
a rchaic and illiterate spelling " GOUADE­
LOUPE" , were furnished around 1885 to at 
leas t 15 postoffices, possibly more, most of 
which were already adequ ately supplied with 
T ypes E, F or K ;- thi s was presum ably a 
se t of local manu fac ture, but it is difficult to 
imagine how even th e local authorities could 
make such a mistake in spelling. The use 
of these ma rks may have been officially dis­
co uraged, for most of them occur spasmodi­
cally r ath e r th an reg ul a rly , though six places 
were still applying them in 1908 and one 
office was using its ( T275) until 1926! The 
spelling "Gouadeloupe" is, however, often 
seen in ea rly lette rs and occurs also in the 
Pointe-a-Pitre postm a rk of 1787 (TIO). A 
new se ries of Army postmarks (Ag, A11-
A20 ) was issued aro und 1890. 
Type F:T220 Type F:203 Type K:T254 Type G:T289 
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THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF G U ADELOUPE 
Type ) :T323 Type l :T351 Type L:T376 Type H:T437 
From 1884 to 1892 stamps of Guadeloupe 
were gradu ally replacing the G ener al Iss ues 
of French C olonies and consequ entl y th e 
same pos tm a rks can be found on both iss ues. 
Ind eed, it is particularly interes ting to con­
template th e multiple ove rlapping usages of 
stamps and cance ll a tion s which wer e tele­
scoped into th e decade of th e 188o 's : C e res, 
Sage, Dubois and Guadeloupe st amps; 
T ypes E , F , G , I , K and J pos tm a rks. 

Type J , th e first of th e mode rn style of 
town pos tm a rkers in sc ribed in G othic ( non­
serif ) in stead of Rom an ca pitals, w as iss ued 
mainly to offices which either had not received 
T ype F or K and whose Type E and G post­
marks were no longer usabl e, or to offices 
which were not created until afte r 1886. 
Type L, issued to two offices in 1 898 , may 
be regarded as merely a la te vari ant of Type 
274 THE COL
.f. T ype I. a spec ialized form which shows 
the hour of coll ec tion (l evee), is simil a r to 
ones iss ued to large offices throughout the 
French coloni a l em pi re a t about this time 
( 1887 ) .1 

In D ece mber 1 goo th e low denomin a tions 
of pos tage stamps ( 1c to 15c) w ent out of 
stock in a numb er o f Guadeloupe postoffices. 
P endin ir arr iva l o f new supplies from Paris, 
th e pos toffi ces were auth o rized to pass local 
m a il st ampless by ma rkin g it with a " PP" 
cachet to in d icate prepayment in cash.4G 

Three offi ces a rc kn own to have done this 
tet ween D ec . 21 , 1900 and Jan . 9 . 1901. The 
" PP" ma rks th ey used ( P50, P51 , P 52) a re 
not identical in dimensions with any of those 
known to have been used during 1862-76, 
which raises the qu es tion as to their previous 
history. It is possible they were newly made 
~ 
~ 

--- ---- - - ----- - ___ _.._ - - ------ -

Cover ~ how ' ng provisi onal use of "PP" (P51 ) of Basse-Terre to indicate prepayment of postage 
in cash ( l 5c ), authorized during period Dec. 21, 1900, to Jan . 9, 190 l when lower denomina­
ti ons of stamps were out of stock. 
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THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF GUADELOUPE 
Type N:T476 Type O :T506 

Type P :T640 

for this occasion. Some of th ese stampl ess 
covers were sent abroad, contr a ry to the 
regulat ion, through the co llu sion of philatel­
ists and postal emp loyees. 

The ca ncell a ti on coll ectors should cele­
brate 1905 , th e year in which the large­
s ized pictorial stamps were introduced, for 
they a re much more apt to accommodate a 
full postmark impression th an the small 
s t amps issued th e retofore . 

Nea rly all the older postoffices had to re­
place their worn-out previous Types of post­
ma rks with Type H, some time between 1910 

and J 925; and a ll the new offices c reated 
since 1910 (-chi efly in modern hamlets th at 
sp rang up arou nd isolated suga r mills-) 
THE COLLECTO RS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXX l
received only Type H to st a rt with. The 
Type-H period is noteworthy for the fre­
qu ent use of blue and purple ink at m any 
postoffices; red , magenta, violet and g reen are 
also found. No special significance is at­
tached to the colored inks-apparently the 
postal clerks were allowed to indul ge th eir 
fancy in this way. The effect of having so 
many inks on al ready colorful st amps is 
quite appea ling . 

. Machi ne ca ncels, Types M and N with 
slogan boxes ( K5-8) , introduced a t Pointe­
a-P itre and Basse-Te rre abo ut r936, seem 
to have been intended to replace T ype I but 
ac tu a lly th ey have only been used intermit­
tently, probably beca use th e machines often 
go t out of o rd er o r th e amount of mail has 
not justified running th em continuously. In 
fact T ypes H and 0 have been th e ones most 
consistently used at these two main post­
offices from 1936 to 19+9. Wheth er Type 0 
and Type P will ever be disseminated to all 
th e small postoffices before these types are 
superseded remains to be seen. Type P is 

( Continu ed on Page 278.) 
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THE COLL
EDITORIAL 

(From P age 237) 

run-o f-th e-mill U. S. coll ecto r must be will­
ing to tr a in hi s eyes to spot th e many types 
of our 19 th Century iss ues th a t have spaces 
in the albums, plus some idea of w ater­
marked paper and perfo rations fo r th e 20th 
Century st amps. Bes id es such a collector 
must be prepa red to contend w ith colo rs even 
though his progress he re may be ve ry slow 
and confu sed. All of th ese elements and 
many mo re unnamed a re inherent in stamp 
co ll ecting. One cann ot avo id th em. M any 
w ill try collecting st amps only to drop it 
beca use of a lack of inte res t. O th ers w ill 
pe rseve re, poss ibly th e minority. 

W e wond er how many began to collect 
st amps beca use of th e appeal to the indi­
vidu al, o r r ath er due to th e fac t th at oth ers 
also co llected? It is always re-ass uring to 
kn ow th a t oth e rs share a kin dred inte rest, 
but we think th at this importance can be over­
stressed. In our view, stam p collecting's 
f undam ental app eal is a highly person al and 
indiv id ual one . With this premise as a base, 
it mat te rs not to mos t phil ateli sts whether 
ac tu a lly the re a re a half, one, two, ten, fifteen 
or fif ty million coll ecto rs. In fac t , even less 
th an a million coll ectors in America still is 
a g rea t tribute to th e soundness and appeal 
of any hobby. (H . M . G .) 
BOOK REVIEWS 
Forged Stamps of Two World W ars. Propa­
gand a I ssues of the Belligerents, 1914- 191 8, 
1939-1945. By L. N . & M . Williams. Lon­
don, published by the authors (H. Lind­
quist Publications, N ew York, U. S. agents ). 
P aper, 52 pp, 6s or $ r.20. 

This is not merely a compilation of prev­
iously publi shed information on the w artime 
stamps issued to deceive th e enemy and the 
oft-times silly propagand a labels issued to a t­
tack morale th e reof. It is a very well 
worked-out coiiordination of all the informa­
tion , plus some most useful new studies on 
recognition points of th e mate rial in hand . 
This revi ewe r , having dealt w ith the F aux 
P etain and oth er surreptitious issues of the 
U ndergrou nd in F rance during World W a r 
II , for " th e France & Colonies Philat elist", 
h as t aken th e treatm ent of th em as his tes t 
sampling of th e book. On th is bas is, it 
st and s up well. The most r ecent studi es a re 
t aken into acco unt ; irrelevancies a re 
eschewed; and any appa rent gaps can be t ak­
en to mean th a t no reli abl e informati on ex­
ists on those points. 

C omp ari son of th e treatment of the Brit­
ish forged Ge rm an st amps in th e First W ar , 
w ith w hat is said on th em in " th e K ohl 
H andbook", reveals simil a r adequ acy. 

The listings of th e materi al appear to be 
substanti ally co mpl ete. 

The Willi ams brothers a re right in th eir 
el ement in producing such a book. Th ey 
h ave lea rn ed fr om their ea rli er w rit ing of 
books, wh at to do to se rve reade rs as really 
needed. The writing is clea r and easy to 
read. This reviewer likes th e illu str ations 
for th eir cl a rity. In short , at th e pa rticul a r 
phila telic level chosen by th e authors, it is 
in every sense a competent piece of wo rk. 

S. G. R. 

1954 S upplement t o th e 1953 Edit ion of Th e 
A merican Air Mail Ca talog ue of A ir L ett er 
S hee ts. Ed ited and publi shed by The A meri­
can Air Mai l Society, Albion, P a. P aper 
bound. Illustr ated. Price $ r.oo post free or 
$3 .00 w ith 1953 Catalogue. 
A basic problem for collectors in connec­
t ion with their catalogs is the need to keep 
abreast with new issues, newly discovered 
mate ri al on old er issues and revisions of past 
mist akes and omiss ions. The prac tical solu­
tion of this, if an annu al edition of a catalog 
is fa r too demanding, is by iss uing a compre­
hensive suppl ement preferably on a yearly 
bas is. 

Since the 1953 edition of th e American 
Catalogue of Air L etter Sheets was noted in 
th ese co lumns, th e appea rance during July, 
I 95 .J. o f a Supplement with IO.j. new listings 
th e refo re is called to th e attention of those 
reade rs of T HE COLLECTORS CLU B P HILATEL­

IST who a re inte res ted in this specialty of 
aero-postal sta tionery. ( H . M. G .) 
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NEW BRUNSWICK 

The Sc " Connel I" 

A Recent ly Authenticated Copy Prev iously Unrecorded 

By WINTHROP S. BOGGS 
At the April 14, 1952 meeting of the Ex­
pert Committee of th e Philatelic Founda­
tion one of the "patients" was a ew 
Brunswick 5c "Connell". This received 
Ce rtifica te No . 3616, st ating it to be a genu­
ine unused, o. g. copy. 

As far as it can be determin ed, this was a 
heretofo re unknown copy of this rarity. The 
circumstances of its discovery and what is 
known of the history of this particular ex­
ample may be of interest. Further details 
as to its history might be forthcomi ng, as a 
result of these disclosures. 

Early in 1952 Th e Philatelic Foundation 
received a lette r from an upstate New York 
resident sta ting that seve ral old Canadian 
stamps had been found among th e effects of 
a deceased relative. Also an inquiry as to 
th e procedure for authentication was asked. 

In answer it was sugges ted th at the 
stamps be sent to the Philatelic Foundation 
Expl'rt Committee and the necessa ry forms 
were forwarded. Nothing further was heard 
until April 4, 1952 when a telephone call 
was rece ived , the caller sta ting that he was 
the hu sband of the lady to whom we had 
written some time before, and th a t he had 
the stamps in question with him. As he was 
passing th rough New York City, he asked 
if he co uld come to th e Philatelic Founda­
tion's office to le ave th em for examination. 
About a half hour later he a rrived. Upon 
in spect ion of the stamps, it was found that 
the only one he brought a long of philatelic 
value was the 5c "Connell" . This accord­
ingly was left for examination by the Expert 
Committee. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII,
Upon returning the stamp accompanied by 
the Certificate, inquiry was made concern­
ing any " further detai ls as to the history of 
the copy" because of its unknown pedigree. 

In a reply dated April 29, 1952, the fol­
lowing information was rece ived: 

"The stamp was previously owned by my 
uncle, who died in 1924-28 years ago. He 
lived in Montreal and was a collector of 
coins, pictures, st amps and books. I am told 
that shortly after his death , my au nt sold 
the majo r pa rt of his st amp collection to his 
brother, and gave the rem ainder to various 
nephews and nieces. 

"Much more recently- I should say about 
five yea r s ago-my mother was helping my 
aunt 'clear out the attic' in her house. They 
came across a few loose odds and ends of 
st amps and proofs. My aunt told my 
mothe r to send them to my IO-yea r-old son, 
w ho she knew, was going through the usual 
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spell of youthful st amp collecting. The 
boy's interest was short-lived. But my wife 
became interested and worked at it for a 
short period-during which time she hap­
pened to show the odds and ends from 
Canada to a st amp-wise friend. It was he 
w ho pointed out the possibility of unu sual 
valu e in th e 'Connell' st amp and a pair of 
spec imen proofs of th e Canad ian bl ack Queen 
Victoria 12-pence. (Yo u saw this pair.) 
H e also sugges ted submitting them to you r 
Expe rt Committee. 

"Four years went by w ithout our doing 
anything about it-until recently I brought 
the st amp and proofs to you in New York 
and yo u kept th e st amp for th e op inion of 
th e Committee. 

" If, anywhere, there might be a record of 
th e acquisition of the stamp by my uncle­
in 1924 o r before-it might be possible to 
trace its previ ous history. 

"We are perfectly agreeable to having the 
stamp reported in the COLLECTORS CLUB PHI­

LATELIST. It might serve to turn up further 
GUADELOUPE 

(From Page 275.) 

noted mainly on th e French stamps, which 
have been cu rrent in Guadeloupe since J anu­
ary 1, 1949 in consequence of its change in 
status from a Colony to an Overseas D e­
partment (Prefecture) of France on Sep­
tember 3, 1947.47 

In recent years, the Guadeloupe postoffice 
has on a number of occasions succumbed to 
the modern fad for slogan advertising and 
commemorative cache ts in postm arks, some 
of them obviously phi!'atelically inspired. The 
THE COL
data on its pre- 1924 history." 
A s can be seen from th e photograph , aside 

from a few perfor ations clipped at lower 
right, it is a fine- appea ring copy. The color 
is fr esh with th e co rrect shade. The per­
foration gauges l r.60. The paper and gum 
were also w hat should be expected on genu­
in e cop ies of this st amp. 

In conclu sion it is suggested th at those 
who have cop ies of thi s st amp check them 
ca ref ully, because th ere are many proofs 
w hich have been manipulated to r esemble 
the genuin e stamp. In any event the Cer­
tificate of a compe ten t Expert Committee 
shoul d be obtained on cop ies of a st amp as 
rare as this. 

The fi nal matter to point out is that the 
days of discoveries and finds are far from 
ove r. Every year or so, a copy of a phila­
te lic rar ity, heretofore unknown, turns up. 
With all th e pu blic education abou t st amp 
coll ecting through magazines and newspa­
pers, the chances for further finds h as been 
grea tly enh anced. 
first-fli ght airmail cachets ( Kso-60) are 
quite rare and r a ther little kn own48. Post­
mark K15 was used for a few days only 
during the mee ting of th e Caribbean Com­
mission at B asse Terre in December 1948-
an intern ation al event of real importance to 
this region . During th e 192o's th e P ointe-a­
Pitre office occasionally cancelled st amps 
with th e slogan h and stamp, K1 , wh ich was 
one of a type offe red for sale to postmasters 
by a private firm in F r anee but w hose use 
was not officially sanction ed . 

(T o Be Concluded . ) 
~ 
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UNITED STATES 

Pony Expresses 

Before and A fter The " Big Pony" 

By A. JAY HERTZ 
The Pony Exp ress was a common, accep ted 
sight in the gold mines of California, the 
Northwest and all th e P acific mining com­
munities, long before th e id ea of establish­
ing a Pony Express across the plains was 
considered . Practically each small camp or 
town had its pony mail and express service 
for transportation of supplies and gold dust, 
which conn ected with th e larger express com­
panies at prominent points accessibl e by boat 
or stagecoach. 

Outstanding examples of th ese were Yreka, 
the star ting point of the San Juan and Hum­
bug Express, the Deadwood Camp Express 
and th e Greenhorn Gulch Express, all pony 
expresses. On these all mail and express 
matter w as, of necessi ty, carried on horse­
back , as there were no roads in most of th ese 
districts at the time. 

It is difficult to apprecia te in th ese modern 
times the respect and ad mir ation th e miner 
had for the expressman of th a t pioneering 
period. He was the one link that bound the 
miner to the ou tsid e world, th at brought him 
letters from his dear ones at home in the 
East and that ca rried his gold dust to the 
compara tive safety of th e larger town . 

The rider of the pony always was yo ung, 
most of th em being in their early or middle 
twenties. They were a daring brood, travel­
ing by night , in rain and storm; one mis-step 
of his horse on a mountain trail would prove 
disastrous. The rider had to be hardy­
a 30-mile rid e was the usual stint but a 
hundred or two hundred miles was not un­
common, and even 400 miles was known to 
have been made. The expressman h ad to be 
resourceful, because traps set by hostile high-
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waymen and Indi ans h ad to be instantly de­
t ected and avoided. 

The requirements of hi s calling mad e the 
rider measure up to all th ese virtues. People 
had to like and tru st him to give him their 
letters and their treasure. H e usually owned 
the line, his horse and had his terminal office 
in some merchant 's store or hotel. He would 
rather die in his sadd le th an del ay even 
minutes over the expected time. Such was 
the intense earnestness and virility of the 
business of those stirring times, that only 
" re al men" could attempt the work. 

Let us review th e hi stories of a few of 
th e lesser-known pony expresses. 

Mossman and Mille r's Oro Fino Ex press 

Mossman and Mill er operated from the 
gold min es of Oro Fino, E lk City and Flor­
ence, Id aho Territory to Lewiston, Mont. 
and Wall a Walla, Washington Territory. 

Ike Mossman star ted as a one-man pony 
express outfit , operating from Walla Walla 
to Oro Fino, a distance of 200 miles. After 
a while, J oaq uin Miller came into the firm 
as a partner. They we re in direct compe­
tition with W ells Fargo who soon retired 
from the field due to huge losses sustained 
by robbery and Indi ans. 

The 200 mile run was made twice a week 
and was done in 24 hours. The route was 
through woods, along th e banks of th e Snake 
R ive r and across mountains. At certa in 
times, with important cargo, the partners 
were known to have made the complete 
round trip of 400 miles without rest. Horses 
were changed about every 30 miles. Charges 
were Fifty Cents and $1.00 per letter. 
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PO NY EXPRESSES 
Fig. l The Panamint Pony Express. 
P anamint, once th e scene of great mmmg 
excitement , was a place of considerable 
population. Only a la rge map of Califor­
ni a w ill show it today. It lay in th e sou th ­
ern pa rt of Inyo County, on the 36th paral­
lel, latitud e, to th e south west about 35 miles 
from Death Vall ey, nea r th e present town 
of D a rwin . 

Three Nevada mining men, R . C. Jacobs, 
W . L. K enn edy and R . P. Stewart m ade th e 
discovery of gold in Feb ru ary 1873 . 

Cap ital was brought in to finance the min­
ing venture. The need for speedy communi­
ca tion to and from th e in accessible spot was 
felt to be an immed iate need. Stewart (one 
of the men who made th e gold discovery and 
late r became a U nited States Senator) in­
augur ated a pony express that was th e ex­
clusive property of th e mining company. Its 
sole fun ction was to ca r ry nothin g but mail 
for the comp any and anyone else who would 
pay for its se rvices. 

The express started to operate l ate in 
September 1874. The telegraph had reached 
San Bernardino, about 200 miles dist ant from 
Panamint, so the express ran between these 
two points . It tr aveled through Cajon pass, 
via Rock Springs, making th e trip in 18 
hours. It r an tri-weekly. It left Panamint, 
Monday, Wednesd ay and Friday at 5 P. M. 
and San Bernardino, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday. Six relays of ponys we r e 
used and three relays of riders. 

An adve rtisement in a San Francisco paper 
(Octobe r 25 , 1874) r eads: 

" P ony Express to P anamint , 
"Letters from San Francisco to Pana-
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mint in 36 hours. No letters ca rried un­
less enclosed in company's stamped envel­
opes to be had a t S urprise Vall ey M ill and 
Water Co.'s office, 330 Pine St., San Fran­
cisco." 

Stewart was the Gener al Manager and re­
sided in Panamint. The agent in th a t town 
was Noel Davenport. At San Bern a rdino, 
th e agents we re Meyerstein & Co. 

The frank r ead: 

" Paid 25 cents 
P anamint Pony Express via 

San Bernardino" 

The 25 cents was in add ition to gove rn­
ment postage . The woodcut from which it 
was made was eng r aved by Theodore A. 
Butle r, engraver of San Francisco. The 
frank was black in color. It depicted a 
horseman as tride a galloping pony, coming 
forw ard towa rd th e right. (F ig. 1) The 
stamped envelope was of th e R eay issue of 
1870-74. 

As th e Southern P acific R a ilroad ad­
vanced , th e Express r an to Caliente instead 
of San Bern ardino . In 1875, its operations 
ceased. As no express, coin packages o r gold 
was eve r ca rri ed by the pony, it was compara­
tively free from molest ation and robbery. 

W arren 's Mormon Island E'xpress 

Mormon I sland is located in the northeas t 
co rn e r of Sacramento County and is the site 
of th e second most import ant discovery of 
gold in California. It is at the junction of 
the North and South Forks of the American 
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River, itself a branch of th e Sacramento 
River. 

James L. Warren landed a t San Francisco 
from the ship " Sweden" on August 3, 1849. 
H e became a colonel on the staff of Gov. 
Sutter in 1855. Still later, he became edi tor 
and proprietor of the newspaper, "Californi a 
Farmer". His earlies t business de alings were 
at Mormon Isl and in 1849. H e became in­
terested in gold mining and merchandi sing, 
which entai led frequent trips to San Fran­
cisco. The next step was a letter express 
operated in conjunction with the trips he 
made. 

W a rren would obtain o rd ers from the min­
ers for letters th at we re to arrive in their 
names at the San Francisco Post Office. 
These o rd ers he duly filed with the post­
mas ter, wh ere he rented a box. All letters 
were delivered th e re. The rent for th e box 
was $1 a month and the charge Warren 
made fo r taking a lette r to San Francisco 
or delivering one to M ormon Island , was 
$1 .oo pe r letter. Thus on each trip he took , 
he ca rried a bag of lette rs going East to fam ily 
and friends of th e miners. And then return­
ing, he ca rried another sackful of mail , the 
contents from his post office box. Afte r two 
years of operation, he moved to Sacramento, 
and furth er ex press wo rk w as discontinued , 
althou gh wh y this luc rative busin ess was 
stopped, never has bee n expla ined. 

The cancelation W a rren used was a rect­
angul ar hand stamp , black in color, about 20 

by 30 mm, in ,,·hich was enclosed th e w ord 
" P aid". 

South Boise and Boise Express 

Tn 1864, this exp ress star ted ope ration s 
from Boise City to various points in the 
Basi n and to th e South Boise min es . The 
Boise Bas in w as th at territory lyin g between 
Boise Ri dge on the west and th e Sawtooth 
Range on th e eas t , bounded on the so uth by 
the Middle Fork of th e Boise River and by 
the P ayette River on the north . 

The South Boise l\lfines was that di strict 
loca ted on practically all the watershed of 
the South Fork of the Boise River, from near 
Boise City to Atl anta on th e headwaters. 

An advertisement in th e " Boise News" 
reads: 
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" South Boise and Boise City Express 

"The und ersigned having made arrange­
ments with W ells Fargo and Co. to con­
nect with th eir offices in Boise B asin , will 
run a reg ular exp ress between South Boise 
and th e Boise B as in via Boise City ... 

Enright and Co." 

A cover (Fig. 2) of thi s E xpress from th e 
author's coll ection is illustrated. 

Pacific Union Express Co. 

This E xp ress ( 1865) w as st a rted as an 
opposition line to W ell s Fargo, who finally 
abso rb ed it. It operated throughout Ca li ­
fornia as a pony exp ress but accep ted mail 
for th e E as t which it forwarded by boat. 
Illustra ted ( Fig. 3) 1s a cover from th e 
author 's collection ca rri ed on thi s Express­
It is a la te usage. 

From th e " Sacramento Union" (July 3, 
1868) th e foll ow in g news item appea rs: 

" P ac ific U nion Express Co. is running a 
Pony Express in opposition to W ells Fargo 
and Co. The two companies had a sharp 
race yesterday." 

Fig. 3 
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P ONY E XP R E S SE S 

SCHEDULED MEETINGS 

October, November 1954 

October 6th 

" Honduras", to be presented by Irvi ng I. 
Green . 

October 20th 

Program by the Scandinavian Collectors Club . 

November 3rd 

" Jammu & Kashm ir", by Messrs. Boggs and 
Haverbeck. 

November 17th 

" Canada", to be presented by Gera ld Firth. 
T he next day, the same paper printed a 
st ill more detailed account. Bob H aslam, 
famed rider on the Big Pony some years 
before, w as recalled by Wells Fargo, because 
these races meant much for the prestige of 
the Company. But in the end , Wells F argo 
w as glad to buy out its troublesome rival. 

Other Expresses 

A parti al list of lesser-known P ony E x­
presses, and therefore more difficult to classi­
fy and chron icl e, foll ows :* 

And erson 's Pony E xpress, 1859, Mountain 
C ity, C olo. , to D enver, C olo. 

Bacon 's Pony E xpress, Angel's C amp to 
Robinson's Ferry. 

C utler and Westerfield 's Starr C ity Pony 
Express. 

D enig's P ony E xpress, 1857- San Andreas 
to Calave rit as and Old G ulch ; 1858-
San Andreas to Grease rtown ; 1863-
San Andreas to U pper Calave ritas. 

E lko and Mountain C ity P ony E xpress, 
M . P. F reeman and Co., P rops., Elko 
to South Fork and Huntington Valley. 

M . Goldie's Pony E xpress ( 1864 ), Sonora 
to Sugar Pine and Moro R oad. 

E. Lobenstein 's Pony E xpress ( 1859) , San 
And re as to Calaveritas and Old Gulch. 
L ove's P ony E xpress ( 1865), San L ean­
dreas to R obinson 's Ferry. 

L ynd e and Co.'s P ony Express ( l 86o), 
Sonora to W alker 's River and Mono 
L ake. 

Dave Martin 's W ashoe-Galena P ony Ex­
press. 

R eticker 's P ony Express (1870), T o Salt 
L ake C ity. 

Turner 's P ony E xpress, T o R eese River 
Mines, N . T. 

Fo rt Bridger and B ann ack C ity Exp ress, 
oper at ing from Fort Bridge r , U tah to 
Bann ack C ity and Vi rginia City, I daho 
T erritory, now M ontana (1863-4 ) . Ad­
ver ti sement in " D aily R ocky Mountain 

ews" (July 23, 1863) . Fee for letter 
was F if ty Cents. Time, 7 days. 

Loon C reek E xpress ( 186g) owned by 
J. M . Shepherd, oper ated between Id aho 
C ity and th e mining camps at L oon 

*Unless so ment ioned, all operated w ith in Cal ifo rnia. 
THE COLL
C reek. Connected w ith W ells F argo at 
Id aho C ity and shortly after, sold out 
to th em. 

Humbolt E xpress from Virginia C ity, N. 
T. to Boise C ity, I. T., connecting with 
W ells F argo (1864). 

There were innumerable other P ony E x­
presses; far too many to report in this brief 
paper. 

The End of These Pony Expresses 

With th e development of the country, th e 
building and modernization of roads, th e 
pony gave w ay to th e mud wagon and th at 
most el egant of all old -time conveyances, th e 
C oncord coach. T he increased speed and 
th e carryin g ability and th e ownership of 
la rge fl ee ts of coaches . resultin g in red uced 
fees, was the eventu al und oing of th e pony 
and th e short-run , one-man express. 
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THE C L U BHOUSE 
Meeting of April 7, 1954 

St. Vincent 

A-1r. Arthur Pierce, having . selected St. 
Vincen t fo r his show ing, limited it to the 
Queen's H eads by P erkin s Bacon and by 
De La Ru e, up to the st art of the " key 
pl ate issues" of 1898. After giving an inter­
es ting but essential geog raphical and histori­
cal precis of th e country, Mr. Pie rce went on 
to th e philatelic history of the first issue s. 

Beginn ing with th e letting of the contract 
to P erkin s, Bacon & Co. in September 1860, 
he ca rried thi s through to the first appearance 
of stamps in May 1861, th ence through the 
twenty yea rs of mutu al dissatisfaction be­
tween printe r and postm as ter , which culmi­
nated in th e transfer of th e contract and 
plates to th e firm of Thomas D e La Rue. 

Mr. Pie rce gave a most complete history 
of the se iss ues. His discussion of th e per­
forations , in which he id en ti fied th e equip­
ment used , fo r each of th e three m ajo r per­
foration sizes, was both logical and con­
clusive. In this treatment, co nsid erable ref­
erence was made to th e valuable information 
obtained from th e recently published P erkin s 
Bacon R eco rd s. The correspo nd ence th erein 
and th e reco rds ci ted, concerning th e ques­
tion of co lors used for the stamps, we re most 
va lu able in exp la in ing th e reasons for th e 
numerous color changes in these issues. 

The philatelic preface to th e first issue in­
cluded postal markings of the pe riod I 790-
93. These included hands tamped markings 
on packet and ship letters, some "ex Cod­
rington." A display of the Briti sh stamps 
used at K ingstown, capit al of St. Vincent, 
1858 throu gh 1860, with at tr ac tive strikes 
of the Arn kill er, chronologicall y followed. 

The ea rlies t kn own cover of the 6d first 
issue, June 1861 , one month af ter go ing on 
sale, was shown . Besid es th e shade va ri eties, 
th e imperfs of both 1 d and 6r, and th e im­
perf .-between varieties were also displayed. 
Each iss ue and each perforation was shown 
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in profusion , many on cover. One especially 
pleasing cove r of the la rge-hole perforation 
issue bore a strip of four of the 4d blue. 

All st amps of the watermarked issue, 1871 
on, were shown on cover. Multiples in­
cluded blocks of four and of six of the Id 
black. A page of red cancellations on this 
st amp lent dr amatic appeal to th e display. 
The va rious colors of the I s. were complete, 
with a strip of three of the vermilion most 
appea lin g. The pauci ty of cove rs after 1870, 
because of th e introduction of th e envelope 
in pl ace of th e former folded lette r, with re­
sultant loss to phil ate ly of the discarded en­
velope, made those covers with th e later 
st amps all th e more apprecia ted. 

A strong showing of th e provision als in 
1880-81 followed. Included were: an unsev­
ered pai r of the 1 d on bisected 6d blue g reen 
May 1880; th e )li d on 6d yellow g reen of 
Sept. 1881 with all of its varieties; beautiful 
used copy of th e +d on I s dated Nov. 1881 
by Kings ton postmark, and th e 1 d in black 
on 6d of Sept. 188 1. Each was au th en ticated , 
with its accomp anying ce rtificate included in 
th e exhibit . 

A proof of the incompl ete di e of the 5 
shilling Seal of thi s colony issue, as designed 
by Willi am Ridgeway , ope ned th e showing of 
this design . The late r printing by D e L a 
Ru e, of thi s st amp , was compl ete even to a 
full shee t of the "dark lake" shade. 

Mr. Pie rce th en discussed th e change-over 
to D e L a Ru e as st amp maker , afte r th e 
appea rance of th e )lid orange, ( last P erkins 
Bacon effort for this colony) , in 1881. The 
di ffe rences in paper, watermark, plate size, 
and colors were each cove red in toto. P raise 
was heaped on Perkins B acon for th e quality 
of th eir wo rk , in th at six plates turned over 
to D e La Ru e needed no repairing of any 
kind. 

The colors of th e D e La Ru e products 
were equally attractive as shown, especially 
those of th e 4d in 1884-85. 

The reasons for the later provisionals of 
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I 885 to I 897 were explained and discussed . 
These st amps were shown , replete with their 
varieties. 

The fin al exhibit w as a showing of the 
cancellations used on these issues. The six 
types of A IO obliter ation , the date st amps, 
both in full and abbrevia ted , were all repre­
sented . Mr. Pierce clim axed his t alk by 
sharing with us his discovery of the Union 
Estates, "UE" abbreviated cancell ation , 
showing his ve rification of the locality of thi s 
markin g. (M. G. O'R.) 

M eeting on May 5, 195+ 

Garfield-Perry Club Night 

For th e fir st May meeting, the showing 
w as presented by some members of the Gar­
field-Perry Stamp Club, of Cleveland , Ohio. 
They had schedul ed themselves as " Bird 
Watchers-Indoor Branch. To properly ex­
plain this O hio brand of philately, a m as te r 
of ce remoni es came along. Mr. G eo1·ge 
Opdyk e se t th e mood of th e audience in th e 
proper pitch by a very amu sing introduction , 
ad din g to that evening's enjoyment. Humor 
is seldom evident in philatelic gatherings. 
However , th e worm turned , and th e attend­
ing members became th e " Bird W atchers." 
After his short speech of introduction, '.VI r. 
Opdyke introduced each individ ual exhibito r 
in th e following o rd er. 

First of th e av ian philatelists \\' as Mr. 
K arl R oo f , who showed th e 1869 issue of 
th e U nited States. His was a ra th e r co m­
prehensive display, including, in addition to 
th e regul a r st amps, a number of th e proofs 
and essays. Among th e unused items shown 
was a copy of the 3oc w ithout any im­
pression of th e Aags ; probably a dry-print. 
However, th e bulk of th e exhibit was can­
cellations, including many of th e fancy ma rk s 
famous on this issue. Among th e Water­
bury's " ·e re sup erb strikes of th e Bee and 
the M aple L ea f. The "Eel Moore, Post­
mas ter" ca ncell a tion , a tripl e " K " (identified 
with th e Ku Klu x Kl an) , many delightful 
ca nce ls in color. one a beautiful orange; and 
the patent sca rifying devices contempor ary 
with thi s issue, were among those shown. It 
\\'as a most attractive di spl ay of a very popu­
la r issue. 
THE COL
Mr. Charles Orgel fo ll owed with selected 
pages from two of his co ll ections. H e led off 
with " First Issues on Cover." They were of 
the first stamp issues, as li sted chronologically 
in the stand ard stamp ca talogs. Each item 
shown h ad obviously been selected for its 
bl ending of philatelic and esthetic appeal. To 
list a few of these attractive cove rs: Austria, 
strip of three of th e 2k gray; Braz il , a bea u­
tiful 60 reis Bulls-Eye; Lombardy- Ven etia , a 
vertical strip of three of the 5 centes imi in 
th e yell ow shade; l\ll a rian as I sland s, a pair 
of th e 2 ce ntavos used in 1898 under Spanish 
rul e; N eth e rl ancl s, a vertical margin pair of 
the 5 ce nt greenish blue; P oland 1860 and 
Ru ss ia 1857 , each a superb copy perfectly 
tied to th eir covers. 

Mr. Orgel 's seco nd showing was a special­
ized coll ection of th e 1 ruble 189 1 issue of 
Finlan d. This \\' as so ex tended to include 
shades, ca nce ll a tions, and plate fau lts. A 
novel and pleasing method of mountin g \\'as 
used in thi s co ll ec tion, with a border on each 
page c.lesignecl to co rrespond " ·ith th e stamps 
in shape and colo rs. Pl ate fau lts in the 
stam ps were repea ted enlarged in th e border 
of th e page on which th ey \nre mou nted. 

A beaut iful display of th e early reve nu e 
st amps of th e United States from 1862 
th rough 187+ compl eted the evening's show­
ing. The magnifi cence of the items and th e 
glory of th e many multiples beli ed th e mod­
es ty of their owner, Mr. Francis D aniels. 
To do justice to thi s collection ,,·o ulcl req uire 
a cataloguing of almost every item. But 
necess ity predudes repo rting any but the most 
at tr active pieces. The kn own double tr ans­
fers on the 2c revenues; Cer tificate, Express, 
Bank C heck in both colo rs, Propri etary. and 
th e U. S. I. R ., " ·e re almost complete. The 
3c T eleg raph was rep resented by a ve rtical 
st rip of four , imperf. Among the oth er 
mul t ipl es \\'ere : a used block of 10 of the 
5c P roprieta ry; a marginal block of 8 of the 
6c Inl and Exch ange as \\'ell as seve ral strips 
of three o r more; blocks of th e 1 doll ar 
Po,nr of Attorney and the $2.50 Inl and Ex­
change ( th e last an irreg ul a r block of 5). 

Al so shown was a beau tiful copy of th e 
soc Mortgage, with th e plate crack clea rly 
seen. Among the many part-perforated ra ri ­
ties were several pairs with hanclstamped 
cancell ations. The 15c Inl and Exchange and 
the 25c Power of Attorney were es peciall y 
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notable for th e exten sive r ange of cance ll a­
tions, including many colored ones. 

A pair of th e $3.50 Inland Exchange, a 
strip of three of the $10 Mortgage, many 
pairs of the $20 Conveyance, as well as th e 
group of $200 Intern al Revenue st amps were 
exceptionally appealing. The beautiful en­
g raving of th e $200 was represented by a 
ve ry fine strip of three, and a magnificent 
marginal copy of th e imperforate as we ll as 
perforated cop ies . 

Among th e ra rer imperf were 
and $1.90 F oreign Exchange, th e 
$3.50 Inl and Exchange, and th e 

I o.oo Probate of Will. 

th e $ 1.30 
$2.)0 and 
2.00 and 

In th e second issue were many multipl es, 
including a block of twelve of th e 5oc and a 
vert ical str ip of fou r of the $2.00, as well 
as numerous pairs. The $200.00 and $soo.oo 
\\'ere displayed in all their colorf ul splendor. 
Th e inverted centers w ere particularly ap­
peali ng, inclu ding a pa ir of th e soc. 

The third iss ue, of J. R. Ca rpenter , was 
also on display. H ere aga in was a profusion 
of multiples and of attractive cancell a tions. 
Among th e former ,.,·e re a block of ten of 
the $ 1 .oo, a block of th e $2 .00 and a beau­
tiful strip of three of th e $s.oo. 

The error of colo r of th e 2c claret and 
black rather than o range and black, as well 
as the other 2c e rrors, inverted center, doubl t> 
frame , and other varieties \\'ere also ex­
hibited. 

An attractive disp lay of th e Pl ay ing Card 
revenue sta mps as app lied to packs of cards 
com 0 leted this ex hi bit. Such items as the 
1918 "Class A" with its t\\'O uses, as a 7c 
:ind as an 8c revenue sta mp and the +c light 
blue as used for the Virgin I slands ,,·e re 
the highlights. 

'.\J any vete ran members in th e audience 
ranked l\ I r. D ani el's exhibit as perhaps the 
finest Reven ues ever in th e long and tradi ­
tional IT'eetings of The Collectors C lub. 

(M. G. O'R.) 

'.\I eet in g of June 2, 195 + 

Balti111ore Nig ht 

The final mee tin g of th e fi rst part of the 
195+ season will long be remembered as th e 
evening upon which an a rray of fine ma-
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teri al was ably presented by a group of our 
members from B altimore, Maryland. Open­
ing th e meeting, President John J. Britt re­
ported on the survey of the Club's library 
made by th e New York Public Library and 
ann ou nced th at the C lub 's membership had 
reached th e 1 ,200 ma rk. 

The mee ting was then turned ove r to th e 
visi to rs from Bal timore wi th L yons F. Liv­
ingsto n ac ting as th e spokesman. T en dif­
ferent and very fine exhibits were presented. 
T o th eir combined c redi t , each speake r w as 
short but to the point. W e were pa rticu­
larly indebted to our Baltimore fri ends for 
th e spec ial program which th ey h ad printed 
for distribution to th e audience to abet th e 
app recia tion of those present. 

The fir st exhibit, presented by P erry 
Fuller once aga in demon strated th e de lights 
of coll ec ting ca nce ll ations. Mr. Fuller 
showed ca ncell at ions from Vienna and its 
st•burbs on the first issues of Austria up to 
1857, d isplaying a va riety of both styles and 
colo rs. After a very short pause, Mr. 
Fuller returned to the Aoor to show selected 
pages of cove rs from the Confederate States 
of America. Marion, Ne \\· Orl eans and 
C harlesto n provis ionals " ·e re some of the 
highl ights. ,,·ith Mr. Full e r giving a humor­
ous accou nt of th e origi n of some of the 
covers, one once havi ng se rved as a surgeon's 
fee . 

The second speaker , no stranger to th e 
C lub , was Gfll. Robt'rt 1. Gill, \\'ho present­
ed two excep ti onal exh ibits. Th e firs t w as a 
\rnnderful display of Epau let tes of Belgium 
in mint si ngles and multipl es. The second 
displav co nsisted of class ica l France, the ty­
pographed and Bordea ux iss ues. T he piece­
de-resistance of th e General 's exh ibit \\'ere 
two large mint part sheets of the 5 Fr. Na­
poleo n TTL This materi al h ad to be seen 
for true app reciation. 

H. Finrlla.r French offered a disp lay of 
l\ifa ryland stampless covers, including th e 
Ann apo li s Eagle and an early ( 1766) str aight 
line ca ncel of Ann apoli s. 

H enry B. 111adden showed some surcharge 
st> ttings of Siam, forme rly in the Luff col­
lection. This was material seldom seen and 
little coll ected, especially in full shee ts. 

]. King H orner exhibited selected pages 
from his coll ec tion of H ong Kong, th e focal 
poi nt being a block of fou r of th e 5 cents 
NO. 5 
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inverted su rcharge, an exceedingly scarce 
stamp. 

D r. ] ohn A. Buchness displayed the type­
se t Kaunas printings of the first iss ue of 
Lithuania and pointed out the various posi­
tion characteristics on th e sheets. This was 
a careful study of stamps that seldom, if 
eve r , have been collected so intensely. 

Interesting both from a philatelic and his­
torical point of view was the exhibit of 
Richard Townsend, showing a selection of 
California Gold Rush Letter Sheets. 

The program was conclud ed with the ex­
hibit of Government Post Provisionals of 
C hin a offered by Lyons F . Livingston, whose 
knowl edge of China is well known to the 
read ers of this magazine. 

We are greatly indebted to our friends 
from Baltimore for a most interes ting and 
instructive eveni ng, and look forward to an 
ea rly repeat performance. (A l fred J. Hillel) . 

At th e Board of Governors meetings held 
on April 28th , May 26th and June 30th, 
1954, th e following ne w members were 
elected: 

No. 

4240 Norman Simon, M.D., New York, 
N. Y. Collects Medical Philately and 
th e use of X-Ray in st udy of stamps. 

4241 Ernest J. Reinh ard t, London , England. 
Collects China, Shanghai and Treaty 
Ports, Korea, Chinese Customs mail 
and Hong Kong. 

4242 Rober t H. Outram, Lindfield, Aus­
trali a. Collects Briti sh Commonwealth. 

4243 Lt. Colonel A lexander M. Dickie, 
Washington, D. C. Coll ects China, 
Grea t Britain and Colonies, France 
and Colonies. 

42+4 H ans Borchers, H eidelberg, Germ any. 
Collects Classical stamps of most coun­
tries. 

+2+5 Roland C . Noe, Southgate, Ky. Col­
lects Confederate States, 19th Century 
United States. 

+2+6 Morton 0. Cooper, Washington, D. C. 
Collects 19th Century United States. 

+2+7 Mrs. Minnie Evans, Sanborn, N. Y. 
Collects United States and Great Brit­
ain. 

4248 Willi am Howell, Warren , Ohio . Col-
286 THE COL
lects British West Indies and Topical' 
Zoology. 

4249 Willi am L. Maude, Upper Montclair, 
N. ]. Coll ects U nited States and Brit­
ish Empire. 

4250 John A. Gavelek, Miami, Florida. Col­
lects Uruguay Airmails and Bahamas. 

425 I Mrs. Robert ]. Whitfield, Greenville, 
Miss. Collects United States Com-
memoratives. 

4252 Adolph K oeppel, Oceanside, N. Y. Col­
lects British Colonials. 

4253 James 0 . Vadeboncoeur, Pittsburgh , 
P a. Collects General Foreign, Foreign 
Revenues and Postal Stationery. 

4254 ]. King Horner, Baltimore, Md. Col­
lects C hin a, Treaty Ports and Hong 
Kong. 

+255 Julien Kieferle, Brooklyn , N. Y. Col­
lects Airmail stamps and covers. 

.p56 Beatrice M. Berner, Verona, r . J . 
Collects General, France and P aint­
ings on stamps. 

The Library Committee reports the acqui­
sition of the following: 

T!t e Palace Collections of Egypt. Illust rated 
Auction Catalogue February 1954· H. R . 
Harmer , Ltd ., London . 

*T!te Forged Stamps of Two ff/orld Wars 
by L. N. & M. Williams. 

"North-ff/est Pacific Islands." .. The nature 
and make-up of th e different overorint­
ing forms by J. R. W. Purves, F. R. P. 
S. L. 

*The Am erican Air Mail Catalogu r of Air 
L ett er Sh ee ts 195/'. Supplement to 1953 
Catalogue. 

T!tP Kangaroo Issu es of Australian Stamps 
by H. Dormer Legge, T. D. Gift of 
W. S. Boggs. 

T!t e Italian A JV'f G Issu es and Stamps of 
Tries te A and B Zon es by Pierson Os­
trow. Gift of author. 

Katalo _q dn Bibliot!t ek des B erliner Phila­
telist en-Klub 2, Ausgabe 1932 (German) 
Gift of W. S. Boggs. 

Catalogue de Timbr es Poste France ses 
C oloniPs-Alf aury 1948 (F rench) Gift of 
W. S. Boggs. 

* Reviewed in this Number. 
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FACTS ABOUT SELLING YOUR STAMPS 

e Public Auction is the modern way to sell most collections. 

• We have been conducting sales for over 27 years and our effi­
cient, up to date , PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the maxi­
mum in results . 

e We can offer early dates and attractive terms. Liberal ad­
vances pending sale . Expert supervision of all material by 
experienced phi late I ists. 

e OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila­
telic Properties privately, where this method is preferred. Our 
advice, backed by over 27 years of ethical dealing is at your 
service . 

e We are also prepared to purchase for cash Collections . Ac­
cumulations . Rarities , etc . 

IRWIN 
4 

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY CIVEN 

HEIMAN~ Inc" 
2 West 46th Street 

NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

Telephone: LUxemburg 2-2393 
1954-55 
SANABRIA 

CATALOG 

Well over 500 pages of valuable authoritative informat ion (most of it not 
to be found in any othe r publication ) on Air Stamps, including Semi­
Offic ials, Erro rs and Var ieties, Air Post Stationery, Proofs and Essays, First 
Day Covers, etc . Prices based on expert knowledge of W orld Mar ke t and 
one of the finest stocks. 

SS.OD 
post free 

Including free 

subscripti on to 

coming supplements 

N'ICOLAS SANABRIA CO. INC. 
A. Medawar, President 

521 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
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LI. 5. PRICE LIST 
OUR 68 PACE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLUDES: 

Confederate Issues 
U. S. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of U. S. Plate 

Number Blocks 

Your Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers 
Wi 11 Be Appreciated . 

JOHN A. FOX 
173 Tulip Avenue , Floral Park , N. Y. 
Order it Now­

Y our 1955 Scott Catalogue 
(Volume II comes ou l first!) 

Vol . 11 , Standard Catalogue (Europe, 
Asia , Africa l, out Sept. 10 $5.00 

Vol. I, Standard Catalogue (U. S., 
British Commonwealth & Ameri ­
can Nations) , out in Oct. $4.00 

Combined Edition , Standard Cata­
logue (Vols . I & 11 bound to-
gether ), out in Nov . ..... ... $8.00 

Scott's U. S. Specialized Catalogue , 
out in Oct .. .... .... .... ... ....... . $3.50 

Orde r today from your dea le r. 

Scott Publications, Inc. 
580 Fif th Avenue, New York 36 
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United States Revenue Specials 
UNIQUE SHOWPIECE - "SERIES 1940" INVERTED, RD42a 

This is the piece from which Scott listed the error. 
mint block of fifty-two has the " series 1940" inverted . 
letter from the Bureau of Engraving & Printing, stating 
the error on this or any other denomination of the issue . 

One stamp in the 
Accompanying is a 
it has no record of 

$1,200 postpaid 

The Geo. J. Carter revenue album , with left hand pages , very fine con­
dition , contains drawings of and places for all 19th century US revenues and 
private proprietaries. Includes a collection of very fine US revenues , with 
a few multiples . Pages 37 - 100 conta in 308 varieties of private proprietaries 
listing at about $ 510. The album with complete contents for $600, or the 
album with only the private issues at $ 11 0 . Fuller details on request . 

Please try me w ith your want list of fine old US of all kinds. 

RICHARD N. CON·E 

606 WEST LIBERTY STREET VERMILION , OHIO, U. S. A. 
DEAR MR. JULIARD: 

. . . Afte r viewing your se lec tion and 
readi ng your lette r plus you r ve ry a ttract ive 
catalogue I can tru thfully say as in t he 
words of Bri gham Young : " T hi s is the 
p lace" . . . 

(s ) H . E. T ., Salem , W . V. 

To Be Issued September 8: 

JULIARD CATALOGUE # 6 

ClaA!ilCA JJ# fl.ualih/ 
listing over 1000 items of real 
philatelic value at the most reason ­
able prices with the fullest guar­
antee a connoisseur may expect. 
Ask for your free copy: 

A. S. JULIARD, Narberth, Pa. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST , VOL. XXXIII, N
WE SP ECIALIZE IN 

AMC 

ISRAEL 

P 0 LAND 

TRIESTE 

VATICAN CITY 

New Price Lists. Just Out. 
Write for your free copy. 

Many, many more inter esting items 
in stock 

Wha t do yo u need? 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
116 NASSAU ST., NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 

ASD A- Co llectors Club 
S. L. BA YER, Prop. 
O. 5 VII 
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Boston 
Auction Sales 

OF CHOICE 

United States 

and 

Foreign 

HELD REGULARLY 
Catalogues Free 

Daniel F. Kelleher 
Water Street, Boston 9, Mass. 

) 
·vm THE COLL
THE HOUSE OF 

AIR MAIL STAMPS 
EXCLUSIVELY 

Mint + 
Sets + 

Used + Single Stamps 
Miniature Sheets and 
Collections. 

WRITE for our 1954 Catalog 

This comprehensive price list of standard cata­
log stamp s of the World pertaining to AIR 
MAIL STAMP S, AIR RATES & AVIATION 
TOPICS is an IDEAL GUIDE and CHECK LIST 
for Collecto rs . 

50c Deductible from 
First $5 Order 

Our Prices are right. Our stock is about 85 % 
co mplete. We buy & Sell Quality Air Stamps. 

Member: A. S. D. A., C. C. of N. Y., P. T. S. 
Ltd. and all leading U. S. Philatelic Societies 

NORMANDY STAMP STUDIO, Inc. 
12051 Ventura Place , Studio City, Cal. 

Box 1111 
Offer these to us-Our records 

show dealings ranging from 

sma ll collections to an accumu­

lation of one of the oldest 

U. 5. A. Dealers. Outr ight cash 

purchase o r, if desired, Auction . 

Get more for your stamps! 

Write us today. 

Ask for free copy of our 

Auction Catalogue! 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
15 Park Row, New York 38 

Tel. Ba. 7-3830 
E

1954 

B.N.A. Catalog 
a complete 44-page illustrated list­
ing of Canada , British Columbia, 
New Brunswick, Newfoundland, 
Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island 

includi ng 

m int and used Blocks, Plate Blocks, 
Offic ials, Postal Stationery, Reve­
nues and I mperforates. 

PRICE lOc 
(Refundable on a $2.00 order ) 

MONTHLY AUCTIONS 
strong in B.N.A. 

Illustrated catalog sent on request. 

J N SISSONS 59 WELLINGTON W , 
• • TORONTO, CANADA. 
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Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol . 
Vol. 
Vol . 

These Back Issues are available at the following prices : 

From 1926 to 1930 $2.50 per copy 
From 1931 to 1940 2 .00 per copy 

' From 1941 to date 1 .25 per copy 

v ( 1926 ) Oct. Vol. xx ( 1941 ) All issues 
VIII ( 1929 ) Apr. , Oct. Vol. XXI ( 1942 ) All issues 

x ( 1931 ) Jan. , Apr. , Oct. Vol. XXll ( 1943 ) Jan. I, II ; Apr. I, 
XI ( 1932 ) Oct. II ; Jly. ; Oct. I, II 

XII ( 1933 ) All issues Vol. XXlll (1944 ) Jan. I, II ; Jly.; 
XIII (1934 ) Apr., Jly., Oct. Oct. I, II. 
XIV ( 1935 ) All issues Vol. XXIV ( 1945 ) All issues 

XXVI (1936 ) All issues Vol. xxv ( 1946 ) All issues 
XVII ( 1937 ) All issues Vol. XXVI (1947 ) All issues 

XVIII (1938 ) Jan. Vol. XXVll ( 1948 ) All issues 
XIX ( 1940 ) Oct. Vol. XXVlll (19491 Jan. , Apr. , Oct. 

Vol. XXIX to date ( 1950-54 ) All Six Issues 

The Collectors Club 
22 East 3 5 Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
FOR 

Clatuiic 
guuu 
WRITE TO: 

DOUGLAS ROTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

N'ewlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIII, N
SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 
oi d1oi~e 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Covers 

5fuction sa fes held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9 , Mass. 
O. 5 IX 
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ARE YOU 
KIND 
TO YOUR COVERS? 

The answer is bound to be 
in the affirmative, so you will 
be interested to hear about the 
" Concertina" album in which 
your treasures can be comfort­
ably housed . 

This original album holds 80 
to 160 covers , it can he used 
repeatedly, is excellent for So­
ciety displays and makes a fine 
permanent album for the 
student. 

It adds greatly to the pleas­
ure of the cover collector, who 
can accumulate his study, alter 
the order when he wishes, and 
thus keep any collection at­
tractively arranged pending its 
permanent mounting in an 
orthodox album. 

The prices are extremely 
moderate - $6.50 for one, 
$16.50 for three and $32.00 
for six includ ing postage . 

The " Concertina" album 
will make a useful addition to 
your ph ilatelic equipment so, 
if you are interested , write to­
day to Robson Lowe Ltd., 50 
Pall Mall, London, S. W. 1., 
or our agent in U. S. A. : Carl 
Pelander, 545 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 17, N. Y. 
X THE COLL
Our HUNDREDTH AUCTION 
will be held on 

Sept. 30, 1954 
as a 

SPECIAL AUCTION SALE 
of 

CLASSIC STAMPS 
unused , used and especially on 
cover. 

A wealth of exquisite and rare ma ­
terial as has not been offered for 
many years. 
The specially prepared , richly illus­
trated catalog will be mailed to 
philatelists who are seriously inter­
ested in such items , upon request . 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 Fifth Avenue (at 44th St. ) 

New York 36, N. Y. 
T elephon es: MU 2-71 06 a nd 2-6976 

Cabl e A ddress: ME R CSTAMP NEW Y ORK 
E

Duri ng any year I probably travel as 
many mil es as any profess ional in the 
stamp busi ness. I f ind that thi s is the 
only method of ensur ing a steady supply 
of unusua l spec ia lized mate rial. Be­
tween now and next Spring I w ill visit 
San Francisco, Hawa ii, Vancouver, Lon­
don, Pa ris, Geneva , Wi esbaden , Vienna 
and many othe r European centres. 

During these tr ips, as at other times, 
your requests w ill have my cl ose atten ­
t ion . 

An Agent for Messrs . Robson L owe 

L td., of L ondon, England, fo r 

Canada, the United S tates and 

the European Continent. 

ROBERT W. LYMAN 
6 Myles View Place, 

Toronto, Willowdale, Ontario 
A. S. D. A ., C. S. D. A., A. P . S. 

Collectors Club of N ew York 
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Collectors Club Handbooks 
FRENCH MOROCCO 

The 1943-44 Tour Hassan Issues 

By Charles Neidorf 
56 Pages .......... ...... ........ 62 Illustrations ....... ................. Price $1.50 

The Postage Stamps and Postal History of 
TIBET 

By Harrison D. S. Haverbeck 
61 Pages . . . . .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. . 141 Illustrations ......... ............... Price $2.00 

The Postage Stamps of 
NEPAL 

By 'Dawson, Haverbeck and Smythies 
46 Pages ............ .. .......... 60 Illustrations ......... ............... Price $1.50 

Cumulative Index Vols. 1 Thru 30 (1922.1951) 

COLLECTORS CLlJB PHILATELIST 
Price $1.00 

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 
The Two Cent Green Stamp 

By Howard Lehman 
23 Pages .............. .......... 41 Illustrations .... ... ..... ............ Price $1.00 

BRAZIL 
Bulls Eye Centennial Issue 1843-1943 

Pric• $2.00 

GREECE 

(Translation from KOHL'S Handbook) 
Parts I~ II and IV 

Price $2.00 Each 

The Collectors Club 
22 East 3 5 Street, New York 16, N. Y. 



• outstanding 

FROM THE EX'}\ 

OF ANDRE DE ~; 
'·~:::~~ 

r;·' 
f-\1~ '-

Another auction carried to a highly successful conclusion 
by 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 




