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1982 — Our 64th Year

STAMPS WANTED

Each Year Our Public Auctions
And Gold Medal Mail Sales
Sell Over 100,000 Lots!
We Urgently Need Additional Material!

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it without delays or bar-
gaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured mail or express, attention:
Appraisal Dept. All shipments are held aside intact awaiting your instruc-
tions after we send our offer or advice. Informal appraisals are free, and our
buyer can visit you to inspect properties of a value over $15,000.

J. & H. STOLOW, INC.

989 Av. of Amer. cor. 37th St., Tel: (212) 594-1144
New York, N.Y. 10018 (800) 221-2779

“‘Rated first in stamps by all standard authorities’’

Stolow’s has purchased outright, at the top market price, with immediate
cash payment, more than $/00,000,000 worth of fine stamps. Our needs
are unlimited.

Fair treatment is always assured

Collectors Club Philatelist (ISSN 0010-0838) is published bimonthly in January, March, May, July,
September, and November by The Collectors Club, Inc., 22 East 35th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016.
Second-Class postage paid at New York, N.Y. and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send ad-
dress changes to Collectors Club Philatelist, 274 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016.
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RAYMOND H.WEILL CO.

407 Royal St., New Orleans, La. 70130
Telephone 581-7373 — Area Code 504
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Quality Stamps Aren’t Hard To Find
If You Look In The Right Place.

U.S. and Worldwide stamps bought

and sold through our auctions.

The A
@,

Collectors’
Auctioneer 4
/
SIMMY'S
STAMP COMPANY, INC.

e ML R ) YL

Simmy’s Stamp Co., Inc.
148 State St.
Boston, Ma 02109

617 227 2770 In Ma
800 225 6276 Toll Free

Catalogue Gratis
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YDavid Feldman, Geneva

...the obvious choice!

because we are one of the largest auction companies in Switzerland,

the world’s most prominent and secure philatelic centre

because we produce over 24,000 superbly illustrated de-luxe auction

catalogues sent to an exclusive international clientele

because of our sale of the famous * Blue Boy " cover at US$ 1 million,

the highest price ever paid for a philatelic item!

. because we offer an unrivalled service regarding advance and final

payments according to your requirements and instructions

Absolute confidentiality and discretion guaranteed

When visiting Geneva, please come and see us in our spacious
office premises only 10 minutes from airport or city centre.

DAVID FELDMAN S.A.

Case postale 81, (Offices: 175, route de Chancy), 1213 Onex-Geneva, Switzerland
Tel.: (022) 57 25 30 * Cables: DFSTAMPS GENEVA
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25—30 October 1982
Spectacular auction

sales
CORINPHILA

Break-up of * important general collections
(mostly from estates)
® specialized Grand Prix and
large Gold-medal collections

such as * LUXEMBOURG Isac Seligson
e AUSTRIA Dr. Heinrich Sprecher
e BELGIUM Jules Crustin
e URUGUAY Roberto Hoffmann
e ARGENTINA Gabriel Alberto Sanchez
e COLOMBIA Jacobo Neuburger
Our tradition: We do not accept reserve prices

from the vendors
Our business principle: Quality before quantity

We offer ¢ accurate description and
tempting estimation price for each lot
¢ 5 years guarantee of
authenticity for all stamps being sold
¢ de luxe catalogues with best
presented photoplates (partly in
color) free of charge to serious
collectors against payment of
US $10 for airmail postage

CORINPHILA CH-8022 ZURICH
Bahnhofstrasse 1 Telex 813 113 filach
P.O. Box
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The Hawaiian 5¢ “Missionary’’ Cover

VER TO . .
NOBLE & HASKEL, Davis

3

5¢ “Missionary’

Eaf'ing shore-to-ship rate for carriage from Hawaii to the United States,
used on a California Penny Post printed entire, with additional 3¢ 1851 U.S.
franking, addressed to San Francisco. From the estate of Richard F. Saffin.

Postal History

Classic covers of the world, trans-oceanic markings,
United States classic and commemorative covers,
advertising covers, early first day covers, locals
and carriers, and the magnificent “Missionary” cover.

United States and Foreign Stamps

An important showing of U.S. commerative and regular
issues, with many rarities, and fine worldwide.

September 15 and 16, 1982

Inquiries to the Stamps Department at 212/546-1088.
Catalogs for this auction are available for $3 each, $5 by mail.*

Send your check or money order to:
Christie’s Stamps Department
502 Park Avenue New York, NY 10022

*New York and California residents add sales tax.
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Founded in London in 1796
Fine Art Auctioneers and Appraisers

, A e 4 /
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A Penny Black used on the 10th day of issue — (15 May 1840) addressed to
Mr. Phillips on Bond Street where the company has been ever since.

Phillips, 867 Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10021 212-570-4662
10% buyer’s premium.

Send for a free sample catalogue.

Phillips, Blenstock House

7 Blenheim St., New Bond Street

London W1Y OAS, Great Britain 011-441 629-6602
Commission 15% to vendors, no buyer’s premium.
Catalogues available from our New York office for $2 each.

Phillips Geneva and Phillips Toronto

We are currently accepting consignments of fine European stamps and
covers for auction in Geneva; and fine British North American stamps &
covers for auction in Toronto. Commission 10% to vendors, 10% buyer’s
premium. Consignments can be arranged through our New York or London

Offices.

Phillips offices and salerooms in London, Leeds, Knowle, Oxford, Norwich,
Bath, Exeter, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dublin, Geneva, The Hague, Montreal,
Ottawa, Toronto, New York and Boston.
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SCOTT

Serving collectors since 1863.

Active Buyers

Qur clients and inventory requirements
make us active buyers of rare items
and collections

Active Sellers

Our regular public auctions gain
worldwide affention.

T8 R @ ) — ==

Call our toll free number
0 800-221-7276 (outside NYC areq)
or

visit our gallery and publishing office

Dle—] Jc—  ——] l|e—FDle—aao—-—"] [

THE SCOTT BUILDING
3 East Fifty-seventh Street
New York, N.Y. 10022
212-371-5700

offices in London Denver Washington. DC
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Put me to
work for you.

When it’s time to consign your “yesterday’s col-
lection” to auction, call me. I’ll go to work for you
right away. First, I'll personally come out to see you. (If
I'm not in when you call, it’s because I'm on the road
seeing another collector. But I'll call you back.) Then, in
the comfort and privacy of your home or office we can
discuss the best way to handle your collection. You'll find
me helpful and sympathetic.

As soon as your material is
in my shop, I’ll study it to de-
termine the best way to
realize the most for you.

Important decisions will

be weighed. Shall we
“= clear it all out in a
single auction? Shall
we place parts of it in

our auctions of special-
ized material where they
would fit in nicely? Shall
we place parts into sales of
“name” collections where they might be enhanced by such
proximity? Shall we put aside exceptional items for inclu-
sion in our annual Gem Sale where realizations are often
astonishing? You won’t be left out of these deliberations.
You’'ll get my recommendations and reasons why before
we lock up the sales.

After that, we’ll turn to the critical business of
lotting and describing. We pride ourselves on this. Since
we know our collector-buyers, we break lots down with
their interests in mind. We don’t cherry-pick the easy ones
and relegate the rest to large lots and remainders. We milk
each decent item. This means better realizations for the
collector-seller. In each lot, we look for the “hidden value”
— the unusual cancel, the faint double transfer, the out-
of-the-ordinary usage that would make that item a prized
addition to a collection. And this too makes for better
realizations for you.

We’re meticulous in our descriptions. For instance,
when is “fine” not so fine? A stamp off-center top and
bottom is worth more than the same item off-center left

CALL TOLL FREE: 800-424-9519

IN WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA.
CALL: (202) 638-5658

AW

July-August 1982

Kaufmann., .4

1522 K Street, N.W.
Washington. D. C. 20005

and right. Yet each can properly be described as “fine.” To
e make sure the better “fine” gets the better price,

we photo it. Who benefits? Both you and the
buyer.

I work for you in other ways:

All auction catalogs are not created
equal. I honestly think mine are better.
Since “presentation” in a catalog is so im-
portant, you'll'see that I picture 75% of the
items, many larger than actual size. This
75% compares with an average of 50% in
most others’ catalogs. That’s important for
your material, because most buyers can’t
come personally to view the lots. If a buyer
can’t see what he’s buying, chances are he
won’t buy. But a photo does the trick. Also,
you’ll find the important items illustrated in
full color in every sale. This draws attention to them and
they realize more. And as much as possible, we position
photos adjacent to their lot description. That’s a conven-
ience to the buyer and a giant headache
to us. But since buyers expect it and
sellers request it, we do it.

A truism: “If you’re willing to
sell, they’re willing to buy.” I make
sure your material is offered in my
catalogs to thousands of collector
specialists and dealers here and

abroad. Their collecting interests - JohnW.

: Kaufmann,
cover a broad spectrum. They're a fine.
very receptive audience for quality A

material and they 're serious buyers. g

As an auction is concluded and
the hammer falls on the last lot, we’ll
already be hastening our settlement with you to get your
money into your hands. A number of factors will be
working for you here. First, our computerized system
eliminates the mountain of tedious paper work in tracking
and invoicing every lot and bidder. Secondly, our buyers
tend to pay promptly; we discourage slow payers by drop-
ping them from the catalog list. Most important, our return
rate is surprisingly low. We work hard at that by making
sure our descriptions are accurate, our claims not exagger-
ated, and most material photographed.

Let me respectfully suggest that when the time
comes to sell, take a few minutes for a toll-free call to
me (800-424-9519). Let’s discuss your collection. You
may end up putting me to work for you then and there.

St 77 Teofranr,
JohnW,

Inc.

212



LIGHTHOUSE

he sﬁndard
of excellence

for the industry

N~ i

For free color brochure-catalog please write:

Lighthouse Publications, Inc.
317 West 44th Street, New York, N.Y.,10036
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“Greatness is often times born from humble beginnings.” So it has been with us! From an

~ 1nauspicious beginning of a one man office-in-home operation, to one of the Fastest growing
auction houses in the United States. We attribute this growth to maintaining a strict policy of

Homesty, Humility and Integrity in dealing with our clients, whether they be buyers, sellers, or

CONSIGNOTS.
Ifyou feel that we can be of service to you, please call or write.

Central Suffolk Auctions, Inc.
PO. Box 919

PATCHOGUE, NY 11772
(516) 4757420
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German Ship Letters of the West Indies: Lots of the coming auction in October 1982.

THE OLDEST STAMP AUCTION HOUSE IN GERMANY
HEINRICH KOEHLER

your able partner in building up or selling your collection

« three international auctions a year

» an international clientele with a world-wide network of personal contacts

» the very best presentation and expert valuation on your special collections, with the aid
of our extensive philatelic archives (built up over decades of dealing) and our major
philatelic library

« favourable conditions, the ideal way to do business

« sales held at a central location in Europe

¢ No currency restrictions

» proceeds paid in any desired currency

« cash purchases and advances against consignments—naturally

CONSIGNMENTS ALWAYS DESIRED

Our next auction will take place in October 6-9, 1982 in Wiesbaden.
Closing date for entries: 13th of August 1982.

Just drop us a line—or give us a call—we will be happy to advise you.

A special offer for our customers: We will send you our 3 yearly catalogues by
subscription for $25 by airmail; for one please send us $10 (that’s only airmail
surcharge).

HEINRICH KOEHLER —for more than 70 years a name for
TOP QUALITY — INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS — RELIABILITY

HEINRICH KOHLER
S INH. VOLKER PARTHEN
HEINRICH KOHLER £ 1913 Bahnhofstrasse 63/42
i D-6200 Wiesbaden, West Germany
Tel. (0 11 49—-61 21) 3 93 81
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COLUMBIANS
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GALLERY, 1 )9C.

The Hulman Building
Suite 400
Dayton, Ohio 45402

#236-4

Recently placed in our
inventory.

1, 8¢ - $1.00 Columbians

of 1893 tied on an immaculate

2¢ Col

umbian entire by August

19, 1893 Chicago, Illinois
World’s Fair Station cancels.
A rare, beautiful showpiece.

For a free copy of our quarterly

net lis
please

t catalog, The Gallery,
complete and mail the

coupon below.

Name

City

Address

FREE CATALOG!

State / Zip

Daytime Phone

Mail to: Williams Gallery, Inc.

TOLL-FREE 1-800-543-0730 Cl The Hulman Bldg. Suite 400
Dayton, Ohio 45402
ll In Ohio Call Collect 513-223-2360
July-August 1982 216




THE FOUNDATION IS PLEASED TO

OF THE CANADIAN
CONTINGENTS IN THE
ANGLO-BOER WAR

By Kenneth Rowe

104 page hand book profusely illustrated, with a table of rarity scales,
which outlines in depth the postal history of the 3 Canadian contingents
to South Africa.
(A limited edition of 500 copies) Price: $35

THE PENCE ISSUES
OF NEWFOUNDLAND
1857-1866

By Robert H. Pratt

192 page hand book with two colour plates showing the shades and
printings of all stamps, and an acetate insert as overlay for
cancellations. This work covers all aspects of the issue from its origin
of essays and proofs to usage and rates, including a listing of all
known covers.

(A limited edition of 1000 copies) Price: $65

Prices are in Canadian funds payable at par-in Toronto and include packing and postage.
Remittance with order. Special discounts for 10 copies or more.

ALL ORDERS AND ENQUIRIES TO:

VINCENT GRAVES GREENE PHILATELIC
RESEARCH FOUNDATION

P.O. Box 100, First Canadian Place, Toronto, Ont. M5X 1B2, Canada
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ARE YOUR STAMPS FOR SALE?

AMERICA’S PREMIER AUCTION
HOUSE

OFFERS

GUARANTEED AUCTION
REALIZATION
BACKED WITH MAXIMUM
CASH ADVANCE

At no charge our auction house will guarantee the minimum net you will receive
from sale at auction and immediately advance interest-free cash to you. The only |
charge to you is a 10% commission on what your collection realizes at auction. The
buyer also pays a 10% buyers premium.

Minimum collection consignment $1,000.

When you sell your collection at auction you should and can have immediate cash.
Enjoy instant cash which can earn immediate interest for you at today’s high interest
rates.

Sell your collection through the auction house first in prestige, first in dollar volume.
Our auctions realized over $16 million in 1981.

bt Y Sl

(AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.)

160 E. 56th Street Tel.: (212) 753-6421
New York, N.Y. 10022 Established 52 Years
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The Collectors
Club

22 East 35th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016

President
Alex Rendon

Vice-President
Louis Grunin

Secretary
Robert P. Odenweller

Treasurer
Ernest Wilkens

Governors

Class of 1982

Elliott Coulter

Louis Grunin

Louis K. Robbins

Lt. Cmdr. Michael E. Ruggiero
Ernest Wilkens

Class of 1983
Ernest A. Kehr
Abbot Lutz
Alex Rendon
Philip Silver
Ira S. Zweifach

Class of 1984

E. E. Fricks

Helen M. Galatan
William J. Latsko
William H. Miller, Jr.
Robert P. Odenweller

Trustees
William H. Miller, Jr.

Alex Rendon
Philip Silver
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The “75 Cts. 75” Airmail
Surcharge of Ecuador

Leo J. Harris

There has been a certain amount of controversy concerning the
status of the stamp surcharged “75 Cts. 75" which, until recent
times, was listed by Scott as C7 for Ecuador. This stamp is the 15
centavo carmine of the Colombia 1923 SCADTA issue (Scott C40 for
Colombia), with the black surcharge “ECUADOR / PROVISIONAL / 75
Cts. 75" in three lines. For purposes of convenience, we will
hereafter refer to this surcharged stamp merely as The Stamp.

Presently, Scott carries the following notation where “The
Stamp” used to be listed: “A 75c on 15c¢ carmine with ‘Cts.’ be-
tween the surcharged numerals exists. There is no evidence it was
regularly issued or used.”? A recent reference to Scott’s editorial
assessment of The Stamp was contained in the description of Lot
1063 of a 1980 Sotheby Parke Bernet Stamp Auction Co. Inc.
catalogue. There, a pair of The Stamp was illustrated, and beneath
was the following commentary:

(formerly) #C7, Sanabria #8, “75 Cts. 75” on 15¢ Carmine, horizontal
pair, “SERVICIO DE TRANSPORTES AERO GUAYAQUIL 12 Mar. 1929 pmks.
(thus refuting the notation in the Scott catalogue), left stamp small
corner crease, otherwise VERY FINE, very rare, probably unique,
signed Bloch, with Friedl Certificate 1972 Sanabria . . 8,000-10,000.2

The parenthetical criticism is of course understandable if not par-
donable, in view of the level of expertization noted and the fairly
high prices consistently obtained at auction for The Stamp. All
present owners, as well as dealers and auctioneers who have The
Stamp in stock, have an understandable interest in preserving its
value, as do the experts and expert committees who in the past
have attested to its status. It will be the purpose of this short ex-
amination to set forth some conflicting facts, insofar as research
can at this late date bring forth such facts, and assist the reader to
draw his or her own conclusions.

Once the SCADTA and the government. of Ecuador had contrac-
tually established the scaDTA franchise for Ecuador3, it was
necessary on a priority basis to procure the required adhesive air-
mail stamps. First, an obviously unsatisfactory lithographed set
was prepared and promptly rejected (Fig. 1).# Thereupon, the

Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. 61, No. 4, July 1982. The Collectors Club, Inc.
0010-0838/82/4/221-227 $3.00 + $0.25
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Fig. 1. Pane of 8 stamps of the
3 Sucre denomination with
the “PROVISIONAL" surcharge,
lithographed for scADTA use in
Ecuador, but rejected for
esthetic reasons.

printing firm “Artes Graficas Senefelder” of Guayaquil, Ecuador,
was orally requested to surcharge, in sheets of 25 stamps, various
denominations of the Colombian 1923 SCADTA issue (Scott 39-42
and 45) for provisional use in Ecuador. The following quantities
were prepared?®:

Underlying denomination: Surcharge: Number of Stamps:
10 centavos 50 centavos 2500
15 centavos 75 centavos 2500
20 centavos 1 sucre 5000
20 centavos 1 sucre (with
“R” for registration) 1000
30 centavos 1% sucres 10,000
60 centavos 3 sucres 5000

For purposes of convenience we will hereafter refer to this as the
Provisional Issue.

It is beyond dispute that a small quantity of the underlying 10
centavo stamp, said to be approximately 250, were overprinted on
the bottom line “50 Cts. 50.” As explained by the proprietor of the
Guayaquil printing firm concerned, Wilfredo A. Moreno:

The printing of the surcharge was done in my print shop with the
current means of typography; that is to say, setting the surcharge
with common types. There were not therefore any plates or cliches
and when the work was finished the type was broken up and
distributed as is usually done in our work. I could not state if there
was a reprinting of any of the values, although that may seem to you
very unbusiness like. The work was ordered verbally, the order hav-
ing been given to me by the general representative of the company
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Count Koenig, who was at that time in Guayaquil; therefore there is
no record in my accounts.

I can, however, tell you something about the surcharging of the
50¢ and the 10¢ Colombian stamp. The S.C.A.D.T.A. ordered the
first overprint of their stamps with the characters “Cts.” between the
two figures of value and we surcharged a very small quantity in this
form. A few hours later I was ordered to suppress the letters “Cts.”
leaving only the two figures of value, because the original Colom-
bian stamp already bore the word “Centavos.”

Subsequently you will see that the stamp surcharged “50 Cts. 50”
were from the very first printing and were a part or rather all of the
first issue. I am giving you this data because I think it will be
valuable to you as a dealer in postage stamps. . . .5

It is clear, further, that a small quantity of these “50 Cts. 50”
stamps (said to be approximately 82) were actually sold by SCADTA
to a patron who, recognizing their incongruity, subsequently
refused to return them. This patron, F. E. Parraga, placed them all
on covers which were carried by the August 28, 1928 SCADTA
flight from Guayaquil to Barranquilla, Colombia. Fig. 2 is an ex-

ample of one of these first day of use covers. A few other examples

nm; tiﬁ' « mmmm

of the “50 Cts. 50” error may also have been purchased and used
that day on other letters and periodicals, but the sale of these
stamps was promptly suspended by the SCADTA. Another
philatelist, later in the same day, was unable to purchase them.”
The majority of the Parraga covers were eventually sold to collec-
tors. Fig. 3 is a postal card advertisement-of F. E. Parraga, who of-
fered them for sale during the year 1936. Parraga was the manager
of the Guayaquil office of the Pan American Life Insurance Com-
pany. The secretary-treasurer of this Company was Justo P. Cam-
pana Zuniga, a long-time Guayaquil stamp collector and dealer.
Campana was also “on the spot”, and he has written a number of
accounts of this matter.® From a review of these very explicit and
clear descriptions of the events surrounding the printing and sale

Collectors Club Philatelist 223

Fig. 2. Cover to Barranquilla,
Colombia, postmarked at
Guayaquil on August 28.
1928, with the “50 Cts. 50" er-
ror at bottom right corner.
One of the F. E. Parraga
covers.
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Bank or Banker at Guayaquil, Ecuador.

P. 0. BOX LETRA | GUAYAQUIL-ECUADOR

of the “50 Cts. 50" overprinted stamp on the first day of sale
(August 28, 1928) and thereafter during the period of validity of
the “Provisional Issue,” no sale or use of The Stamp has been
noted.

The eighth clause of the contract between the SCADTA and the
Government of Ecuador authorized the SCADTA to recover the cost
of airmail service by the issuance and sale of postage stamps. The
second paragraph of this clause required the SCADTA to report to
the Government concerning the stamps which it had issued.?
Eugenio Gebauer alludes to the existence of such a report, dated
August 27, 1928, which is stated to make no reference at all to The
Stamp.19 Another Ecuadorean philatelic writer, albeit of uncer-
tain authority, also mentions this report, and agrees that no men-
tion of a “75 Cts. 75” overprint existed.!!

It is also significant that, in his June 12, 1930 letter to Mr. King,
the printer of the Provisional Issue, Mr. Moreno makes no mention
of The Stamp. It is further instructive to note what early articles or
catalogues, published reasonably contemporaneously, have to say
(or don’t say, as the case may be) about The Stamp. Field’s
definitive catalogue, published in 1932, lists the “50 Cts. 50” error,
but no mention is made of The Stamp. 12 The 1933 edition of The
Standard Airpost Catalog published by the Berkshire Exchange
does not list The Stamp.13 Kessler, in his comprehensive catalogue
whose preface boasts “. . .the Complete History of the Colombian
Air Post Service; the Specialized Catalogue of Air Post Stamps
and Covers, and SCADTA Stamps of Colombia and Ecuador”,
published in 1936, makes no mention of The Stamp. ¢ The
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catalogue of the principal Ecuadorean stamp society, published in
Quito in 1937, makes no mention of The Stamp.15 Finally, the
official history of the airmail services of Ecuador, published in the
Boletin Postal in Guayaquil in 1937, carries (as translated) the
following preface: “Summary of articles and notes published with
regard to the National Airpost, in different foreign periodicals,
which serve as the basis for the preparation of the Ecuador section
of the Berkshire Catalogue, standard for air mail.” No mention is
made here of The Stamp.16

Has The Stamp ever seen use on cover? Not to the knowledge of
the author or of any other person who has addressed the matter.

Turning back to the Sotheby Parke Bernet auction lot referred to
previously, what weight should properly be given to the March 12,
1929 scADTA Guayaquil postmark as a hallmark of authentication?
To be sure, this postmark style had been in use in Guayaquil since
February, 1929. It is also true that this postmark device has been
forged and/or fraudulently used. A possible example of this is the
cover illustrated as lot 5688 of the Corinphila March 10-15, 1969
auction sale.1” There, this same style postmark, dated November
23, 1928, at Quito, is illustrated as being applied to stamps of the
Provisional Issue on a cover addressed to New York City.
However, this dating is at least three months before the postmark
device was introduced into Ecuador.1®

What has been stated in print as to the likely origin and pedigree
of The Stamp? Gebauer writes: “. . . Later on a few stamps of the 15
cvs. value also appeared with the additional surcharge Cts. be-
tween the bottom figures at each corner. It is very likely that these
were delivered to the SCADTA office and found their way to the
public through some top employees.”’® And Campana states (in
translation) in this same regard: “Some time later on there ap-
peared at a sale in Los Angeles the ‘75 Cts. 75’ stamp; but this must
be treated as a proof of the 75 centavos from a sheet of 25 ex-
amples retained by Count von Koenig [the SCADTA manager],
whom it seems manipulated them and created much later on
aerograms [sic| to satisfy the demands of collectors.”20

There are, to be sure, other approaches to determine the authen-
ticity of The Stamp. It is generally acknowledged that the over-
print was applied in two operations.21 A fellow collector, Gerald
Marque, has been studying the implications of this, as a device to
separate (among other things) the genuine from the forged.22 His
thesis, based upon the fact that sheets of 25 (5 by 5) were sur-
charged in two operations, and assuming that each word “PROVI-
SIONAL" in the type sheet was correctly aligned to each other
within meaningful tolerances to approximately 45 degrees from
the horizontal, is that the variation between the horizon and the 45
degree line, if correctly aligned, should be the same in each sheet.
However, if (for example) the diagonal surcharge line were
rotated from the top as much as 1 degree, the resulting placement
of the word “PROVISIONAL" from stamp 1 in line 1 to stamp 25 in
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line 5 will vary significantly. Accordingly, since such shifts are
sometimes clearly apparent in stamps of the Provisional Issue, it
would be possible to plate each sheet of 25. Applying this concept
to The Stamp, it could be fairly simple through plating to deter-
mine if, in fact, each of the 25 stamps in the sheet is related to the
others. The author would be pleased to put owners of The Stamp
in touch with Mr. Marque for such an examination.

Still another possibility would be to compare under black light
specimens of the surcharge on The Stamp with the surcharges on
other stamps of the Provisional Issue. The genuine surcharge ink
has a clearly defined character, and this would be a device to
eliminate all or some examples of The Stamp if the surcharges of
the latter had markedly different characteristics. The author
would be pleased to assist in such an endeavor.

In sum, it is a matter of taste what one collects, and one collec-
tor should not dictate taste to another. It is also a matter for
editorial policy for a catalogue to list, or not to list, a particular
stamp. But it is also fair game to comment, in print, as to the inter-
pretation which the facts suggest be given to a particular stamp.
Having said that, and absent further, compelling, evidence which
the author solicits hereby, it is reasonable at this time to conclude:

1. There is no available evidence that The Stamp was on sale in
Ecuador during the period of postal validity of the Provisional
Issue; and

2. There is as yet no evidence The Stamp was ever postally used
on cover during the period of postal validity of the Provisional
Issue.

Based strictly upon these two conclusions, we must logically ask
how to characterize The Stamp. Three possibilities present
themselves:

1. During February and March of 1929, the Provisional Issue
became exhausted in Guayaquil, in Esmeraldas, and possibly
in other Ecuadorean cities, and stamps of the 1923 Colom-
bian issue were used without further validation for Ecuador.
At best, The Stamp, as witness the Sotheby Parke Bernet auc-
tion lot referred to above, was rescued from the SCADTA ar-
chives and postally used at that time.

2. More probably, The Stamp could be considered as a printer’s
proof prepared for the SCADTA, of a design which was not
subsequently approved, and was leaked to friendly collectors
at a later date by SCADTA officials.

3. At worst, and subject to further research not yet concluded,
The Stamp may be considered merely as a bogus production
of a surcharge design which was never authorized.

The author would venture to suggest that the second possibility
is the most likely. Gebauer notes in correspondence?3 that Mr. A.
Tietjen, one-time general manager of the SCADTA, sold to him, in
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1945, copies of Scott C2 for Ecuador, with the word “PROVISIONAL”
missing from the surcharge. Other printer’s proofs are also
known. For example, there is a cover postmarked at Guayaquil on
August 14, 1928 and franked with the 20 centavo Colombian
registration stamp (Scott CF1 for Colombia).24 The stamp has
“ECUADOR / UN SUCRE" overprinted at the top in a different type..
However, it can be fairly clearly demonstrated that this cover and
similar printer’s proofs, even if legitimately prepared, were still
the subject of philatelic manipulation at a later date.
Comments of other collectors are sought on this matter.

1Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue, 1982,
Volume II, p. 797. New York: Scott Publishing
Company (1981).

2The Weston Collection of Worldwide Airpost and
Specialized Mexico, November 14, 17-18, 1980.
Danbury, Ct.: Sotheby Parke Bernet Stamp Auc-
tion Co. Inc., p. 12.

3The text of the contract is reported by Miguel
Tobon Hohmann, “La SCADTA En El Ecuador”, El
Coleccionista Ecuatoriano, May, 1979, pp. 2 and 5.

“These stamps are illustrated in Roberto Levi-
Castillo, “Ecuador—The First SCADTA Issue of
1928", The Aero Philatelist Annals, April, 1967, p.
91.

5This information is contained in a letter from
the SCADTA to Arthur King Clark, February 15,
1929, a copy of which is on file in the library of
The Collectors Club.

5Quoted from a typed copy of a translation of a
letter from Mr. Wilfredo Moreno to Mr. Arthur
King, dated June 12, 1930, a copy of which is on
file in the library of The Collectors Club.

7Jose L. Massidda, “The S.C.A.D.T.A. Airmail
Service in Ecuador”, Stamps Magazine, June 11,
1960, p. 406. According to Eugenio Gebauer, in a
July 11, 1981 letter to the editor of the Collectors
Club Philatelist, the remaining six panes of 25
stamps, being 150 stamps in all, were found
among the effects of Dr. Peter Paul van Bauer,
managing director of the SCADTA, following
his death. Presumably this cache is the source of
the “50 Cts. 50” surcharged stamps so frequently
sold at auction in recent years.

8Campana has written the following accounts:
“La ‘SCADTA’ en el Ecuador: Algunas Rectifica-
ciones”, Chile Filatelico, June, 1969, p. 266; “Com-
entarios Sobre Los Sellos Aereos Del Ecuador de
1928", Ecuador Filatelico, October, 1972, p. 17;
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CUBIERTO”, Ecuador Filatelico, November,
1973, p. 5; and “Interesante Labor de un
Periodista Colombiano a Favor de las Emisiones
Ecuatorianas”, EI Coleccionista Ecuatoriano,
December, 1978, p. 21. See also Miguel Tobon
Hohmann, op. cit. supra, at p. 9, 10.
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Fig. 2. Portrait of George A.
Hussey. Courtesy American
Philatelist, 62 346 (1949), by
permission.

George Hussey,
Stamp Dealer

Carl E. Kane with Lee L. Kane

The dusty old papers were actually a pile of 19th century stamp
dealer price lists collected by Hiram Deats in the late 1800s.
Carefully turning each tattered sheet, there were few recognizable
names. Suddenly there was a startlingly familiar stamp. It headed
a price list—with “Hussey’s S.M. Post” printed at the top (Fig. 1).
This advertising circular offered a wide selection of U.S. Locals
for sale, not just the stamps of Hussey’s own post.

While George Hussey (Fig. 2) is familiar to collectors as the pro-
prietor of an independent local post in New York City, the postal
history evidence of his career is scant. The Hussey’s Post stamps
are rarely found on letters which passed through the United States
mails. His delivery business actually consisted of handling bank
and insurance notices, bills and circulars, few of which required
stamps.! That did not inhibit him from issuing stamps just the
same, like the regular local post operators.

He was aware of the demand for stamps from collectors and
under the name “Hussey’s Post” he met that demand —with no less
than twenty-six types of stamps in the period from 1854 to 1889.2
Stamps were in fact his main business. All his activities, both local
post and stamp dealing, were run at the Hussey’s Post location, 50
William Street, from 1857 to 1873. Though Hussey’s Post was
originally the principal source of his philatelic activity, by 1862 he
was reprinting stamps of other local posts, increasing his em-
phasis on stamp dealing.

Many local posts were short lived; when they folded, their stamp
remainders were offered to the stamp trade. Hussey was frequently
the successful buyer, perhaps because he had an extra incentive. He
not only sold the remainders, he reprinted the various issues3—and
offered these reproductions (forgeries) to collectors.

His printer Thomas Wood was experienced in photolithog-
raphy. Wood did an excellent job of copying any other local post
stamps Hussey brought to him. Between the actual remainders
and the reprints of them, Hussey built such a stock of local post
stamps that as early as 1864 he issued this printed advertising cir-
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0010-0838/82/4/228-232 $3.00 + $0.25

July-August 1982 228



: T 4 .
| '/zm}« A(' Go ¢ & u)‘;, ol Qet
\m - ym\lﬁu N

-

¥

 WELLS. FARGO & CO.'S UNCANCELLED STAMPS,
offer them for sale by the complete set, at

Or Singly, as per follovwing List:

FARGO & CO8 PONY EXPREBS.~1 dul, red, 26 on
=4 dol., green, 5 cts, 10 as., Y on, rown, 15 ¢
reix:rgw Stawp, & ok, each, T80 o Honat. ¥ AP

2k, green, @0 ots, -2 dol,, ved. 30 ers = dol, black, 50
or., L dul,, hing, 5 ets, .- Newspaper Stanp, bline, Wt ~
¢ AL £ g

NSEY'S SPECIAL MESSAGE POST STAMPS : 5,10, 16, and 25 cts. each# 2.0 ¥

ERATE STAMPS, GENUINE, 3% T0Y.cank. o hue, wil 518 ria 10 etn. biom, sl at 12 ein it 20 W gn P0r
NEW ORLEANS. . G e, brown, sell 5 ors. —ved snd Blue, 2 ots. well 8t 3 ets

JLITAN ERRAND AND CARRIER EXPRESS STAMPS.—1 2 5 10 and 20 cta., red 1, 5 10, aud 20 ets,, biue,

|8 CITY POST STAMPS, 2. 5 10, and 20 eta.

PPES.—Boyd's red and blus, 2 cts. each.  Adams Express, smitossed, 2 o, Metropolitan Eeeand sid Oarrier Exprons Lo,
2uts. Now Jersey Express, 2 vie. Wells, Fargn & Co., 5 ets.
Koy

PR
5 Suaten Inland Express Post.
51 Brelnmiever's City Post,

3110 | Teese & €0, Ponny Post,
| &

U. 8 P 0. Demich (Kagle)
U8 PO Paid
W, Weman,

. Amerizan Express Co.

| Bayd’s City Express,

Brocklyn Uity Kxpress,

Carriers’ Despated,

City Express Post,

Eagle City Post, v
Hinssey s Hank and Tusuranes Paog
Internatinnal Expross,

dohison s Box. -

Meintire™ Expross Post,

New Jeresy Express Cao,

Pust (hffion Despaieh

| Roadnan's l'mny Post.

| Robison & O

. Stait. W 0 m be-;mcl.

| Bwart’'s Despateh, -

| Uuion Square Post Otfies,
 Marwicies Despatch Pust
Wastorvelt's Post

P

» Madisun Square Post Office,
p & Cox I‘N;uv Post,

» Penny Post,

Bchenck l‘»nm Post

| Bowd's City Express,

Mmkmx € ity Expross,

Contral Fost Offiee,

Uity X:pre- Posi,

l'nm '« Bark and Insurance *lpﬂ inl Message l’o-i
prews, Froe, 2 : ¥ Swarts, for U 8. Mail

pe's Unlon Rquate Post Offiee, 510, 8. Muil, pre-peid

tan, 13 Aum:mn Bible House, B 51 0.8 P 0 Paind

B RE A5 35w 03 BT 60 o e b B et e e 4D e AL R —x:.--:z.-i‘ 4

R

e e dpuMRk RN SRR sl

FAC SIMILES.
Confederate States,
Buton Rougs,
brespaset, 5 M. O Callaway
Bth Avenue Post Offles, 4 3 Mem?m
Brows, Express Post, :  Mobile
Co.'s Despaich

with Money or Reference, GDO Y. No. 50 William St., N,

MMz R AL

cular offering 200 different U.S. Locals and 13 Confederate States
facsimiles.

There are additional offerings written at the top of the price list
in blue ink, perhaps in Hussey’s own hand. The fourth line reads
“. .. nce P.0O. 2 kinds, 5 cents each”—which I speculate was “Pro-
vidence P.0O.” I placed the date of this price list by examining the
Thomas Wood journal* in which he recorded the stamps he
delivered to Hussey from 1854 to 1865. Wood delivered the
forgeries of the Providence Postmaster Provisionals (Fig. 3) to
Hussey in February, 1865.

Since the printed portion of the list also includes Boyd’s 1864
red and blue envelope stamps, the list must have been printed be-
tween 1864 and the Providence issue date, February, 1865. This
placed the offering during the Civil War.
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Fig. 1. Hussey's S. M. Post
price list.

Fig. 3. Forgeries of Pro-
vidence Postmaster Provi-
sionals.
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Fig. 4. A page of Wood's
record book.

Fig. 6. S. C. Upham forgeries.

Thus the fragment of Hussey’s price list makes a perfect com-
panion to the Thomas Wood journal. Surely this addition to the
record belongs in the body of philatelic literature.

Such discoveries are based on research—and luck. In this in-
stance, the luck was owning not only Hussey’s circular, but also a
photocopy of Wood’s record book, made from the original for
Donald Patton (Fig. 4). Thus, the Hussey and Wood pieces of the
puzzle could be put together (Fig. 5).

To return to the list itself: in the price list heading, Hussey
printed “Being the Sole Proprietor of All the Genuine Varieties of
Wells Fargo & Co.’s Uncancelled Stamps.” If Hussey followed his
customary pattern of “Salesmanship,” it is reasonable to assume
that when he exhausted his stock of genuine uncanceled Wells
Fargo & Co. stamps, he reprinted them. There are indeed forgeries
of all those issues. Until now George Hussey was never connected
with those forgeries.

In addition, the hand-written section indicates that Hussey
added other lines of stamps to expand his business. The first line
of script—“Bust of Washington in oval, 5 cent Black” refers to the
New York Postmaster’s provisional stamp which Hussey per-
suaded the American Bank Note Co. to print for him.5

Hussey’s offerings on this circular conclude with Confederate
States’ stamps listed here under “Fac Similes.” During the Civil
War, Samuel C. Upham was selling his Confederate facsimiles in
Philadelphia. It is known that Upham issued only a limited
number of Confederate States stamps and Confederate Postmaster
Provisionals, and Hussey’s list is limited to the same selection. Not
only is there no indication in Wood'’s journal that he reprinted the
Upham material for Hussey, but also there is no evidence that
other printers offered the Upham group. Thus it is likely that
Hussey was actually selling the S. C. Upham forgeries (Fig. 6).

The contemporary stamp dealers were well aware of Hussey as
a wholesaler of forgeries, since he advertised in the philatelic
publications of the period. Hussey also had a substantial Euro-
pean export business. On June 1, 1865, the Stamp Collector’s
Magazine of London wrote: “New specimens of Mr. Hussey’s in-
genuity have just reached us. This gentleman’s name is well
known to the timbrophilic world and he may perhaps be
designated the postal Barnum.”” In a handwritten letter from
Montreal, dated March 3, 1865, ]. A. Nutter, a dealer in foreign
postage stamps (Fig. 7), says “my locals are just as genuine as those
from New York, for there never was more than 20 private posts in
the whole city and Hussey has for sale fully 200 different kinds,
the balance (180) must have been manufactured to sell.”

By the time the Boston Gang, S. Allan Taylor, James M. Chute,
Charles A. Lyford, William E. Skinner, and C. M. Seltz came on
the scene in 1865, Hussey was firmly established as the pioneer
producer of philatelic forgeries in this country—though nowhere
does he identify his own products as facsimiles. Nevertheless he
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set standards of printing, production, and distribution that were
not challenged until the 1870s.

Eventually, such a brisk business was bound to draw competi-
tion. John Walter Scott used woodcuts of U.S. Locals to illustrate
his albums and catalogue. He then used those cliches to print col-
ored forgeries which he offered at $1.50 per hundred.® The many
stamp dealers who carried a stock of Hussey’s material (which had
been selling well) raised a storm of protest. They threatened to
stop selling his stamp albums unless Scott discontinued the sale of
his U.S. Local facsimiles. Not wanting to disturb the already
strong sales of his stamp albums and the encouraging growth of
his catalogue sales, Scott stopped printing the forgeries—though
he seems to have continued selling what he had already printed.
In any case, his crude stamps (Fig. 8) are now much scarcer than
Hussey’s.

As an entrepreneur on the philatelic scene, forging and selling
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Fig. 5. The Hussey list with
the missing parts provided.

Fig. 7. J. A. Nutter-on his ad-
vertising label.



Fig. 8. ]. W. Scott forgeries.
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U.S. Locals long before S. Allan Taylor arrived in Boston, George
Hussey appears to be the first American to pollute the wells of
philately in a major way. Contrasting the postal evidence of his ac-
tivities as an operator of an independent post with the philatelic
evidence of his many forgeries, it is clear that he should be better
known as an important American dealer—perhaps the first native
wholesaler.

Footnotes

1Perry, E., “Pat Paragraphs” 55, p. 1841-1844,
1951.

ZPatton, D. S., The Private Local Posts of the
United States, Robson Lowe, Ltd., London 1967,
pp. 202-203.

3Abt, H. E., “A Tale of One City, Private Posts of
Chicago” in The American Philatelist 71, p. 29.

4Wood, T., Record Book of Stamps Printed for G.
Hussey (private photocopy).

5Tyler, V. E., Philatelic Forgers, Their Lives and
Works, Robson Lowe Ltd., London, 1976, p. 21.

8bid., p. 41.

"Hale, Warren, K, “Canadian Locals,” Collectors
Club Philatelist, July, 1935, p. 139.
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A Note About the U.S.
Official Stamps
of 1873-1879

Serge A. Korff

In a previous article in Collectors Club Philatelist!, I called atten-
tion to the 500 “missing” stamps of the Official 1873-1879 issue, for
which the issued numbers were known, i.e., about two thirds of
the issue. Admiral Combs, who has published much on this issue
and is clearly one of the leading authorities, has called my atten-
tion to a note from the Post Office Department?, which largely
clears up the “mystery,” and perhaps raises still another question.
This note reveals that 500 stamps of each denomination were
turned over to the Third Assistant Postmaster General to be kept
as specimens or to be given to foreign governments.

This statement would appear to dispose of the matter. The in-
teresting point raised is that there were not, in 1875 or
thereabouts, anything like 500 such governments. Even with to-
day’s proliferation of mini-states, one has trouble naming many
over 150. One supposes therefore that the Post Office Department
still has quite a few in its vaults. I have not written the Postal Ser-
vice to inquire, since the matter is academic except for the high
denomination State Department stamps (the $2, $5, $10, and $20
items). For all issues except these, the numbers issued and cir-
culated ran at least into the tens of thousands and in some cases
into the millions. But for the dollar value State Department
stamps, the potential supply can be more than doubled by the 500
that might suddenly turn up.

A further interesting point mentioned both by Luff® and by
Combs pertains to the rare 1 cent Agriculture and to the 30 cent
and 90 cent “soft paper” issues. For the 1 cent Agriculture Depart-
ment issue, the Continental Bank Note Company printed 93,500 in
1873 and 152,000 in 1874. None were printed in 1875 or 1876. Luff
lists 149,585 destroyed, 95,415 delivered by the Stamp Agent to the
Department. These latter two numbers, plus the “reserved” 500,
balance the number printed from the Continental thin, hard paper
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printings. However, after the takeover of the printing contract by
the American Bank Note Co. (in 1877), another 5000 were printed,
and then 200 in 1882, 65 in 1884, and 150 in 1885. Thus we have an
additional 5415 stamps printed, this time by the American Bank
Note Co. on their soft porous paper. If we assume that some of
these were used by the Department for postage, the soft paper sup-
ply is certainly small.

For the Interior Department stamps, the numbers for the 30 cent
are 187,000 printed and 48,700 destroyed, 138,800 delivered to the
Department, and 500 reserved, for the 30 cent. For the 90 cent,
85,400 were printed, 20,523 destroyed, and 64,877 issued to the
Department, plus 500 reserved. Again the numbers balance, for
the hard paper issues. But for the years of 1878 and later, when the
printing had been transferred to the American Bank Note Co.,
Luff lists the printings as follows:

1878 1879 1880 1881 1882 1883 1884 Total

30 cent 3200 3800 500 — 2000 - 250 9750
90 cent 4700 3782 1000 — 1000 - 250 10,732

These totals, printed after the takeover, were the Interior Depart-
ment soft paper issues, presumably on their soft porous paper.

Scott’s older catalogues list these as O 104 and O 105, but recent
catalogues carry a line saying that some authorities maintain they
don’t exist.

I have one or more of each, acquired many years ago, and under
a microscope they look like the American Bank Note paper. Fur-
ther, the thickness is readily measured with a standard mechanic’s
micrometer and the soft and hard papers are easily found to be dif-
ferent. I would hope that more knowledgeable persons might
comment.

As for the 24 cent Interior, Luff lists 60,000 printed in 1874-1875
and 265 in 1882-1884. The latter are presumably the soft paper
varieties and obviously scarce.

Checking the numbers printed on hard paper, we find the stamp
agent lists more delivered to the Department than the company
lists having printed. This is the familiar situation for 30 of the 92
Official issues, indicating that the totals printed have been only
partially reported. Of these we know less, and can merely
presume the available numbers are minimal, as Luff recognized.

Footnotes

1Serge A. Korff, Collectors Club Philatelist, 1980,
pp. 158-162.

2W. V. Combs, Collectors Club Philatelist, 1964,
Pp. 344-360.

3John N. Luff, The Postage Stamps of the United
States (New York: Scott Stamp and Coin Co.),
1902.
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“From
The Clubhouse”

Account of the January 20, 1982 Meeting
Ethel Harper: The Stamps of The Gambia

The program this evening is the seventh in the series that it has
been my pleasure and privilege to present to The Collectors Club
for the Anne Boyd Lichtenstein Foundation, from the “Dale-
Lichtenstein” collections with which the Foundation is entrusted.

The display includes an 1859 cover and 40 years of postage
stamp issues from 1869 to 1909, with examples of artists’ draw-
ings, proofs, “specimens”, the actual stamps—unused and used, in
mint sheets, used multiples, with varieties and on covers—and, we
hope something of interest to everyone. Quality is consistently ex-
cellent and above average.

Also a number of color slides are projected, to demonstrate
shades, varieties, overprints, cancellations, and pieces of more
than usual interest, together with a map of the Gambia, which
comprises a territory about ten miles wide on both sides of the
Gambia River, extending some 300 miles west to east from the
Atlantic Ocean on the West Coast of Africa.

After 300 years of competition for trade among Portuguese,
French, and British merchants, British rights were recognized
under the Treaty of Versailles (1783), and the Gambia was en-
trusted to the care of the African Company. The Company was
dissolved in 1821 and the territory came under the jurisdiction of
Sierra Leone. In 1843 the Gambia became a Crown Colony and
held that status until 1866 when it amalgamated with Sierra Leone
again. In 1888 it became a separate colony once more. It obtained
self government in 1963 and independence in 1965.

The Gambia’s postal history before 1855 is sketchy and covers
from the early period are few. There is one on display dated 1859
from Bathurst to Nassau, the Bahamas, via London.

Around 1867, the administrator requested special stamps for the
Colony and a lively correspondence ensued between him, the
Duke of Buckingham, and the Crown Agents in London. The Col-
ony voted £100 for the cost of dies and plates for a 4d and 6d value;
De La Rue estimated £270 for the job. The Duke searched for a less
expensive method and explored the possibility of the Gambia shar-

Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. 61, No. 4, July 1982. The Collectors Club, Inc.
0010-0838/82/4/235-240 $3.00 + $0.25

Collectors Club Philatelist 235



ing the cost of a basic design with another country. During the
discussions he remarked that Heligoland, whose postal ar-
rangements came under the General Post Office in London, had
started a set of dies the previous year and asked the cost. When he
learned what Heligoland had paid, his reaction was put on record:
“The Duke of Buckingham is of the opinion that if English
Engravers will not supply for less than £270 articles which it ap-
pears can be furnished at Berlin for £36, the proper course will be
to procure such articles for the Colonies in Berlin.” This did not go
down at all well with De La Rue or the Crown Agents. In fact De
La Rue protested: “the four specimen printed papers used as
Postage Stamps in Heligoland could not be considered Stamps. . .
for they offer none of the securities indispensable for protection of
the Revenue . . .” and went into a lengthy discussion on security
paper, printing methods, postmarks, and fugitive inks as a guard
against forgery.

De La Rue received the contract (and in fact produced all Gam-
bia stamps until the 1922 issue) and, in the interests of economy,
the plates were to be small, the sheets imperforate, and the paper
unwatermarked. Thus what had been referred to as “the gaudy
adhesives of Heligoland” inspired a design of great beauty—the
Gambia “Cameo.” The die for the Queen’s head has been attributed
to William Wyon, but it is more likely that it was prepared by one
of De La Rue’s artists from samples of Heligoland stamps that the
Duke of Buckingham had sent to the company.

The design that was adopted for the 1869 issue, incorporating
the uncolored embossed Queen’s head surrounded by a simple
printed frame with the name tablet at the top and the value tablet
at the bottom, was used for the second, third, and fourth issues
(1874, 1880, and 1886). Particular attention is drawn to the proof
sheets before embossing, and the die proofs in black and in the
issued color.

The flat printing was done before the embossing. Occasionally
the latter did not register perfectly, giving an impression of double
embossing. There is no variety as such in the first three issues, but
the varieties doubly embossed, doubly embossed with one in-
verted, and trebly embossed are known in the fourth issue (1886).
Each of the first four issues were printed in sheets of 15 (5 X 3)
from paper intended for sheets of 120 or 240 stamps.

The 1869 issue comprises two values, the 4d brown and 6d blue,
in varying shades, on unwatermarked paper, imperforate. Figs. 1
and 2 show the flat print, before the embossing, and are over-
printed “cancelled.” Also of unusual interest are these examples of
officially pencancelled specimen stamps. A comprehensive
display of both values is in the frames.

The very pale blue shade of the 6d is demonstrated here in com-
parison with a normal blue shade at the bottom of the page. The
very pale blue is the scarcest, although the darker shades
displayed in the frames are desirable.
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There were probably no more than half-a-dozen cancellations in

regular use but they make an appealing study, and Fig. 3 shows ex-
amples in red and black on the 6d. Covers are scarce. There is a 6d

on part cover in the frames.
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Fig. 1 -(left). 1869 Print of
complete sheet of 4d be-
fore embossing, overprinted
CANCELLED.

Fig., 2 (right). 1869 print ot
complete sheet of 6d before
embossing, overprinted
CANCELLED.

Fig. 3. Top: 1869 4d officially
pencanceled. Bottom: 1869
6d used strip of 4 on piece.



The second issue of 1874, of the 4d and 6d, is also imperforate
but is on paper watermarked Crown and CC, that was meant for
larger sheets of 240 stamps divided into panes of 60, with margins
between. Consequently, as the plates for printing the small sheets
were laid down on the paper as economically as possible, stamps
are found with inverted and reversed watermarks and with por-
tions of the words “Crown Colonies” from the watermark in the
margins. A nice representation of mint, used sheets and blocks is
on display.

The beginning of the variety “Sloping name tablet” on the 6d
value begins to become apparent in the first issue, on the first and
fifth stamps in the sheet. The first slopes to the left while the fifth
slopes to the right.

In 1880, five new values were added: '2d, 1d, 2d, 3d, and 1/-.
These, with the 4d and 6d, make a complete set of seven. There are
variations in the shades of all values, and many are displayed in
the frames. The design is the same as before (the colorless em-
bossed Queen’s head, with printed framework), but the stamps are
printed on paper watermarked “Crown CC” upright or sideways,
according to how the large sheets of paper were fed into the
machine for printing the small sheets of 15, which were per-
forated 14 to facilitate separation.

A rewarding study of cancellations can be developed, as the ex-
amples of the 3d value used illustrate. Also shown is a complete
sheet of the 1/- value, followed by a most attractive page of can-
celed examples, in red. The complete sheets of 15 of the first issues
are all scarce, especially in the extraordinarily fine condition of
those exhibited.

The 1886-1887 issue is the fourth in the original design, and
there is a hand painted artist’s proof for the 2%2d value, some rare
color trials, and imperforate varieties on display. Also examples
handstamped “specimen” are shown. This set is on paper water-
marked “Crown CA” sideways.

The “Sloping name tablet” variety on the 6d value persisted
through all four issues and became more marked on the last one.
Stamps on covers of all issues of the Gambia are difficult to find,
and the two covers exhibited are of more than average interest,
one bearing 6 values, and the other with 4.

Before leaving the embossed issues, let me offer a word about
their preservation. As already mentioned, the Gambia became a
separate Crown Colony for the second time in 1888, but it was not
until 1898 that it adopted the regular key type designs of the
Colonies, with “postage” in the vertical side panels with the
Queen’s head, printed on paper watermarked “Crown CA,” in
sheets of 120 stamps, perforated 14.

These proofs of stamps made for another Colony have the name
tablet and value tablet for the Gambia hand painted in water
colors: this is very delicate and extremely beautiful work. The en-
tire issue comprises 8 values to the 1/- which are displayed in the
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frames, overprinted “specimen,” also some imperf. varieties.

The accession of King Edward VII resulted in the 1902 set of 12
values, from the .d to 3/- in the same key plate design, with the
change of the Monarch’s head, also watermarked “Crown CA“ and
perforated 14. An exceptional exhibit of the complete set over-
painted “specimen,” in mint singles and blocks of 4, also 5 covers
is in the frames.

In 1904 the second Edwardian set appeared, in the same design,
and basically the same colors but on paper watermarked “Multiple
Crown CA,” also perforated 14. A slide illustrated some fine ex-
amples of registered cancellations.

The first provisionals were issued in 1906; the 1902 2/6 and
3/- values were surcharged “Halfpenny” and “One Penny” respec-
tively, and were in use from April 10 to 24, when the Colony sup-
posedly ran out of halfpenny and one penny stamps and used the
provisionals until new supplies arrived from the Crown Agents.
As with almost any emergency issue made by the local printer,
there are numerous varieties in the type of both surcharges.
However those constant on the halfpenny appear to be the follow-
ing: the spacing between the bottom of the word “penny” and the
top obliterating line is 5mm. on rows 1, 2, and 5 and 4 mm. on
rows 3 and 4—the wide and narrow setting is easily detected.
There is the broken (no. 7 on the sheet of 30) letter “E”, and the
dropped (no. 25, bottom lower corner) “Y” in “Penny.”

In the complete setting of 30 (6 X 5) which was applied four
times to a sheet of 120 stamps, there are some broken letters and
bars. Closer inspection of the pane can be made from the original
in the wall frame, and the used blocks which include the major
and minor varieties.

In the case of the one penny surcharge, it was done on a pane of
60 stamps so that only two operations were necessary to complete-
ly surcharge the sheet. As with the halfpenny, numerous minor
varieties occur, but the major one is the double surcharge, which
is extremely rare and is shown in the display mint and in a used
strip.

The third Edwardian set came in 1909. It conformed to the
previous key type design, comprised 14 values from *.d. to 3/-, and
was printed on “Multiple Crown CA” paper, perforated 14.
However the colors were changed to comply with the revised
scheme agreed to by members of the Universal Postal Union
(which the Gambia had joined January 1, 1879). A slide showed the
set overprinted “Specimen”; mint blocks and covers are on
display.

Obviously we have touched only the surface of the study that
can be made of the stamps of the Gambia. For example attempts
have been made to plate the “Cameo” issues by the identification
of single copies and placing them in their correct position on the
sheet by means of flaws, strokes, and dots, many of which are con-
stant in every value in each of the first four issues. Naturally, one
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would have to acquire small quantities to be able to set about such
a study, which would be possible for the low values of the fourth
set—the 1886-1893 set—and perhaps tonight’s exhibition will give
the spur to someone to contemplate such a project. The book by R.
E. R. Dalwick and the African Volume of Lowe’s Encyclopeadea,
both of which I believe can be found in the Club Library, form a
most informative source of information for the student, among
other publications.

“From
The Clubhouse”

Account of the Meeting February 17, 1982
Ernest A. Kehr: Paper, Papermaking, and Printing

Many collectors dismiss as “too unnecessarily complicated” the
technical aspects of postage stamp production, so they never
develop an appreciation of at least the various printing pro-
cedures. Even an elementary comprehension of the subject—on
which scores of books have been written—is imperative if one is to
know more fully what treasures in a collection can mean. Indeed,
such knowledge can and often does enable an expert to determine
a more accurate opinion when a philatelic item is submitted for
examination.

This is the premise on which Ernest A. Kehr based his talk in his
program presented to members of the Collectors Club’s meeting
on February 17.

The talk (supplemented with illustrations and a “workshop
demonstration of tools used by engravers”) served to explain how
varieties listed in catalogues and price guides came into being.
Mr. Kehr brought with him not only personal experience gained
during years of study and work at the now-defunct Hamilton Bank
Note company in his pre-college days, but also intimate friendship
with such engraving masters as Karl Bickel, the Nicastro brothers,
Sven Ewert, Edward Grove, and others, plus numerous inspec-
tions and visits to government and commercial security printing
plants all over the world.

As an introduction, the speaker explained the differences be-
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tween engraving a die for typographical printing and intaglio
printing. Because a stamp produced by the former process is
reproduced from the surfaces that are inked, much less engraving
skill and care is required. The craftsman is not at all bothered by
the depth to which he need cut metal from those parts of the
design that will not transfer color to the paper as it passes through
the press. All he is concerned about is that such parts of the design
that will accept color are carefully and accurately left on the
metal’s surface.

[t is the creation of an intaglio die that demands the training and
skill of a master engraver, because the breadth and depth of each
microscopic line and dot determines whether the finished
miniature masterpiece has the three-dimensional effect for which
this graphic arts form—the most perfect ever invented —is known.

No philatelist, unless he has witnessed a steel engraver at work,
realizes that the incised lines are not straight down, but rather
V-shaped incisions. “For absolute perfection, an engraver utilizes
his manual skill with the patience and delicacy of a neurosurgeon,
because the variance of even a small fraction of a millimeter can
make the difference between a truly beautiful and a mediocre
stamp. Until relatively recently, yesteryear’s engravers (such as
James Smillie, Douglas Ronalson, Wilhelm Dachauer, Alfred
Burkhard, Frederick Heath, and their contemporary peers) had
only normal hand-held magnifiers to aid in the use of their burins.
Today we have advanced optical instruments like high-powered,
binocular microscopes to help minimize ocular drudgery,” Mr.
Kehr said.

Just knowing and appreciating this will help the collector regard
his intaglio specimens with greater esteem. But it also has a
significant role in determining whether a particular stamp is nor-
mal or one of the several kinds of doctored or misidentified minor
varieties.

Mr. Kehr went into details of engraving and printing that have
been ignored, overlooked, or less than completely. explained in
philatelic writing about the intaglio art. Virtually every author (who
usually has only a superficial knowledge of intaglio) repeats that
“ink is lifted from engraved lines and transferred to paper pressed
upon the plate.” While this is properly true as far as it goes, it
omits mention of a most important fact. Completely absent is any
mention of the need to heat the plate before printing begins and to
maintain specific warmth throughout the printing time!

Ink used for line engraving is of necessity comparatively heavy
rather than fluid (as is the case with typography, lithography,
or rotogravure). Were it not heated (via an adequately warm plate
or cylinder), the ink would not leave the incisions for a clear,
sharp impression on the paper. The temperature, incidentally,
must be precisely controlled throughout printing time; too low
and the ink will not be drawn from the engraved lines; too high,
and the ink becomes sufficiently thin to smear the impression.
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This is important since any number of stamps have been
mistakenly identified as coming from a “worn” or “dry” plate. Such
items actually are the consequence of carelessness or sloppiness
at the printing plant, where workmen are remiss in their duties. At
the end of a press run, plates (and cylinders) are supposed to be
meticulously cleaned before being placed in the storage vault. Too
often, this is done only superficially, with ink remaining in some
of the finer incised lines or at the bottoms of the deeper ones. In
the hours—and sometimes days, weeks, and months—

\before the surface is again used, this residual ink hardens.
Depending upon the length of time involved, it can take half an
hour or more before heating of the plate will sufficiently melt this
congealed ink and allow it to be lifted from the engraved design.
Until then, impressions will not transfer all ink, so finished
stamps will have the appearance of having been printed from a
“worn” plate.

When this detail is not realized by an examiner, a questionable
stamp might well be regarded in the same light as, for example,
the early, intermediate, or worn impressions of the Mauritius
“Post Paid” issues. In those days, copper and even steel plates ac-
tually did wear down; today, with the introduction of chrome
plating, that is almost impossible!
| Another widely misunderstood and misdescribed technicality
of intaglio involves the “erasing” of all or a part of a stamp’s design
to enable corrective re-engraving. The speaker recalled a discus-
sion among Clarence Brazer, Stanley Ashbrook, and Lester
‘Brookman in May, 1941, about one of the highlights in the Knapp
collection auction. Until then, their opinions of its genuineness
were based on an incomplete knowledge of how one transferred
design on a plate was “erased” and re-entered. All three erroneous-
ly thought “the improperly transferred subject was removed by
punch-hammering the back of the metal plate until a single line
was removed to allow for a correction.”

It is impossible to remove one, two, or three lines from the sur-
face of a die or plate by such punching! The corrective process is
much more complex and time-consuming. First, a craftsman must
scrape, with a special tool, the faultily engraved lines (and/or
dots)—and some adjacent ones—until the die’s or plate’s surface
has a concave and saucer-like hollow. Only then is the back placed
upon an anvil and punch-hammered until the metal is level with
the remainder of the face. It then is “stoned” and burnished to its
original smoothness so the re-engraving or transferred incisions
can be re-cut.

First-hand knowledge of more modern printing processes, too,
can help determine whether items are genuine “errors” or items
accidently or deliberately made to deceive the uninformed.

In 1960, when the so-called “pinkless” two-anna of Pakistan’s
Revolution Day set appeared on the market, our fellow member
Jeanne B. Pogue questioned its authenticity and queried the
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speaker, whom she knew had inspected the de la Rue plant at
which it had been produced. With personal knowledge of the
printing equipment, he stated it could not be a genuine “missing
color” variety.

To verify his first impression, Mr. Kehr sent the item to England
and with the cooperation of the late Leslie Newman, the firm’s ar-
chivist, received that confirmation. Instead of having been printed
on a press whose pink color fount had run dry, the “error” resulted
from accidental or deliberate exposure to light. Subjected to
highly scientific examination, normal stamps, when exposed to
sun or artificial light of specific lumens, could lose the pink color
without affecting the basic brown. This proved that there was no
failure of the printing press.

With the ever-increasing use of rotogravure in the production of
modern stamps, the collector must view with suspicion any “er-
rors” made by this process. Some printers that care little about
true philatelic aspect of their adhesives (as long as they are ac-
cepted by postal administrations, commercial merchandisers, and
topicalists) do not always worry about quality.

The very nature of high-speed rotogravure printing demands the
use of very quick-drying inks. As paper webs pass rapidly through
the press, an impression in one color must be absolutely dry
before the next one is added. This means that pigments must be
suspended in chemicals that will dry in a matter of seconds. Some
chemicals accomplish this, but they do not always provide color
permanency. Courvoisier-Helio, of Switzerland, was the
first—and for years, the only —security printer that considered this
aspect of production. From its beginnings, the late Guido Essig-
Courvoisier, the firm’s founder, engaged chemists to experiment
with and test inks to be certain that, while they dried rapidly
enough, they would also have permanency and be impervious to
fading or to doctoring.

Other printers—Harrison & Sons, de la Rue, and Enschede, to
mention but the leaders—since have become aware of this necessi-
ty and have improved their approaches. But there still are less-
than-concerned printers that use inks which lend themselves to
manipulation. Consequently it behooves the serious collector to
acquaint himself with ways and means that tints can be removed
from a stamp’s design to alter colors.

As a supplement to his talk, Mr. Kehr described the part paper
plays in stamp manufacture, including a ‘dicussion of how fakers
like Jean de Sperati deceived experts with his “art reproductions”
before he was exposed early in the 1940s by our member Ernst
Muller in his house publication Die Basler Taube.

In conclusion, Mr. Kehr stressed how valuable any true
philatelist will find an intimate knowledge of stamp production
technicalities. He urged that our members read technical
literature as well as the purely philatelic.
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Fig. 1. The value lacking the
serif on the “G”, 15%2mm.

Fig. 2. The value with the
serif, 16%2mm.

What Happened
to the Duty Plate?
Lagos 1874

One Shilling

J. F. Ince

A mystery exists regarding the differing duty plates which occur
on the first one shilling value of the British African colony, Lagos.
The duty (or value indication) plate of one variety (Stanley Gib-
bons no. 8) measures 15%2mm with the “G” of the “SHILLING”
lacking a serif capping the upward stroke (Fig. 1). The second
variety (S.G. 9) measures 16"2mm and the serif is present (Fig. 2).

The order for this value (together with that for the 3d value) was
placed with the De la Rue & Co. on 15 October 1874. The dies of
the duty plates for both the 3d and 1/ values have, in the De la Rue
Striking Book, the notation: “Oct 31st 60 Leads Each plate.” Writ-
ten in manuscript, diagonally, is the date “Nov. 18. 74”.

This was the date of the invoice rendered by De la Rue, not only
for the cost of these two duty plates, but also for a despatch of 1d,
4d, 6d values, and the first consignments of the 3d and 1/ values.
Actual despatches of the 1/ value for the 1874 issue were made as
follows:

3120 stps on 18th Nov. 1874
3120 stps on 14th Dec. 1874
3000 stps on 3rd Feb. 1875

6360 stps on 12th May 1875

The die for the 1/ duty plate is clearly that for S.G. 9, the 16%2mm
variety. No die for a 15%2mm duty plate has been seen nor is there
any other invoice in the De la Rue records.

The earliest recorded usage for the 1/ is 3 March 1875 for the
15%mm (S.G. 8) and 22 January 1876 for the 16%2mm (S.G. 9).
Samuel® records that both varieties occur with “Cancelled” or
“Specimen”:
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15%.mm Type D6 (Cancelled) & D11 (Specimen)
16%2mm Type D4 (Cancelled) & D8 (Specimen)

In view of the period of usage by De la Rue of all these “over-
prints” (approximately the period 1862 to 1882, except for D11,
1870 to 1884), no reliable conclusion can be drawn. It is, however,
notable that the 16%2mm variety had an apparently earlier over-
print for both “Cancelled” and “Specimen.”

In marked contrast to the date of the die (and any inference from
the overprints), the following facts are known:

e First usage is for the 15%mm variety?

e All later Queen Victoria issues of the 1/ value show the
16%2mm duty plate

e In practice, S.G. 8 is scarcer than S.G. 9 and this is, to some
extent, reflected in valuations

The possible deductions are:

¢ A 15%mm duty plate must have been used for at least one or
more early printings of the 1874 issue based upon the earliest
date of usage.

e The 16%2mm duty die of 31 October/18 November 1874 must,
therefore, have been damaged before the first printings with
the 15%mm variety (Robson Lowe seems to lean to this
conclusion3).

e [t seems inconceivable that any other printings were made
prior to the 18 November 1874 despatch or more particularly,
that a 15%.mm die was first prepared, some printings made,
and then the die replaced between 31 October/18 November
1874 with the 16%2mm varies, and more printings made by
that date (De la Rue were not, at this date, printing in advance
of requirements and holding stocks of stamps for Lagos).

Whatever deduction is favored, neither is wholly satisfactory
even allowing for the fact that De la Rue made no reference to the
change or the reasons therefor in their files, and no complaint ap-
pears to have been received from the Crown Agents or Lagos that
the first issues of the 15%2mm did not conform to the die proof,
such as would have caused De la Rue to revert to 16%2mm.

Two other possibilities exist. First, could the 16%2mm duty plate
have been damaged, perhaps after printing had commenced,
necessiating replacement, and to meet the despatch date of 18
November, the duty plate of another client was borrowed to meet
the emergency? Damage to plates in these early days did occur.
However strange a possibility seems (and the damaged plate
seems the most feasible), De la Rue was using an identical duty
plate for the first issue (1874) of Dominica. The stamps of this
colony have a remarkably similar design to those of Lagos. The du-
ty plate is 15%.mm and lacks the serif on the “G” (Fig. 3).

It would not be unreasonable to assume the already existing
duty plate for Dominica could have been substituted for the first
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Fig. 3. The Dominica 1/ lack-
ing the serif, 15%2mm.



printing of the Lagos 1/ value, and when the 162mm duty plate
had been repaired or remade, subsequent printings continued
with the 16%2mm plate.

Secondly, there is always the possibility that the De la Rue
workmen may have picked up the Dominica duty plate in error
and used it on the press. This would imply a slip in De la Rue’s
quality control which is uncharacteristic of that firm but there
would have been no plate identification numbers; sometimes the
least complicated explanation turns out to be the most likely.

I am indebted to Messrs. E. E. Fricks and L. Leon, members of
the British West Africa Study Circle, for their cooperation in the
preparation of this article.
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IMarcus Samuel, FRPSL, Specimen Stamps of the Crown Colonies,
1857-1948, The Royal Philatelic Society, London, 1976.

2]. F. Ince, The Postage Stamps and Postal Stationery of the Colony
and Protectorate of Lagos, 1874-1906, British West Africa Study
Circle, 1979.

3Robson Lowe, The Encyclopaedia of British Empire Postage
Stamps, 1806-1948, The Empire in Africa, Robson Lowe, Ltd,
London.

Correction

In Brian Hudson’s Mols Belgian Congo In the March issue, at Fig.
4, the bottom illustration is that of the 10fr rather than the correct
10c stamp.
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The Assisi
Controversey

Ernest A. Kehr

Not since “In God We Trust” was added to the 1954 definitives has
a stamp stirred such controversy as that which the Postal Service
will issue on October 7, to mark the 800th birth anniversary of St.
Francis of Assisi.

While protestations come from mainly politically motivated
circles, they do have a place—however indirectly—in our postal-
philatelic history, so I feel no discomfort in commenting on them
here in our journal of record.

All of the objections have come from small but very vocal
groups which consistently demand that “religion” be given no
postal recognition.

How irrationally tragic is it, that our government’s Separation of
Church and State policy should be invoked to justify or condemn
stamp designs and the purposes for which they are produced,
sold, and used on mail!

As I recall history, our Founding Fathers in oral utterances and
written declarations invoked God’s blessings when framing the
Constitution and the Bill of Rights. Since then and to now,
Presidents and other high officials have concluded public oaths
with “So Help Me God!” They obviously realized the distinction
between “Freedom of Religion” and “Freedom from Religion.”
Also, they knew that the word’s original Latin meaning refers to
“Man’s relation to God,” whether He be worshipped as Yahweh by
Hebrews, the Holy Trinity by Christians, Allah of Islam, or a
kindred name to other believers in an Almighty.

Much is made of the fact that Francis is identified as a Catholic
saint. His canonization by Pope Gregory IX was merely the
Vatican’s endorsement of tributes to him and his humanitarian
works by those who witnessed and were inspired by them —from
the Umbrian needy to kings, sultans, and provincial governors.

So dedicated and devoted was Poverello (the little poor man) that
his true charitable toil has been remembered through nearly eight
centuries since he died and still shows no signs of being forgotten.

Never having been ordained a priest, Francis left religious
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ministry to those who were. He ministered to the material and
medical needs of his poor, starving, afflicted, and disturbed
brethren. He toiled like, but not as, a saint to alleviate the suffer-
ings of all he encountered. What makes him all the more
remarkable is that he was born to the affluent Bernardone family
but, after schooling and a stint in the military, he renounced
wealth, comfort, and mundane amusements. For the last 18 years
of his life, Francis clad himself with sackcloth and a rope cincture
and only on rare occasions put his bare feet into rough sandals.

Francis never heard of “ecology” or “conservation,” yet he in-
volved himself in both fields in very practical ways, never realiz-
ing that both would become worldwide causes in the 20th century.

Had dynamite been invented in the twelfth century, Giovanni
Francesco Bernardone unquestionably would have been the first
Nobel Peace Prize recipient!

Many educators, sociologists, psychologists, and others at-
tribute the world’s increasing crime, drug, and alcohol abuse rates
at least in part to the “lack of modern heroes” and the “idolization
of notorious felons and entertainment stars that peddle
sensuality.” If this is the case—and I think that it is—why could
modern society not revert to the Franciscan principles so elo-
quently summarized his “Prayer”?

But to return to the stamp. How incongruous and erroneous are
the objectors’ postal history arguments.

They say that by honoring Francis, the Postal Service would set
an undesirable precedent (which is contradicted by facts). Dr.
Martin Luther King has been honored because of his fight for
human rights, rather than as a Southern Baptist minister, although
he is portrayed in the clerical robe of that faith. Jacques (Pere)
Marquette has been twice honored for his explorations, not
because he was a Jesuit missionary. Brigham Young is shown on a
stamp commemorating the settlement of Utah, not because he was
head of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

They add that Francis had nothing to do with the United States
and its progress. That may well be true. He died 394 years before
the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth (to find religious freedom in a
new land). But some of the thousands of those who followed in his
footsteps certainly did make enormous contributions to our na-
tion’s settlement and growth. Without them, St. Augustine,
California, and other pioneer areas might never have survived.
Early Californians so revered him that they honored the humble
humanitarian by naming their Golden Gate city, San Francisco.

Many later Franciscans established colleges, schools, clinics,
and hospitals all over our gigantic land to serve the needs of
Americans without regard to their race, color or creed.

Impossible is even a ball-park estimate of how many down-and-
outers have been fed and clothed by Franciscans when govern-
ment agencies turned them away. In more modern times they ini-
tiated “Under 21” centers to rescue teenage runaways from drug
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addiction and prostitution.

When one reflects on the hundreds of stamps issued by the
Postal Service during the last few decades, the outcry against one
for Francis seems particularly incongruous and inconsistent. We
have had scores to honor American and foreign figures for having
led military campaigns; industrialists who were as much (or more)
interested in amassing personal fortunes as benefiting society; in-
dividuals who are as well remembered for their profanity as for
their other accomplishments; and persons who were virtually
unknown until portrayed on postal paper.

We have even had two stamps for “Love.”

And yet, a man who practiced and exemplified genuine love for
Mankind and labored so devotedly to help all whom he en-
countered is being questioned as a subject for a postage stamp
because he happened to have been a foreign Catholic!

To the Editor

I should like to comment on Mr. Leo ]J. Harris’s article (CCP
September-October 1981, page 293) where he writes: “It is in-
teresting to note that this sheet of paper has a portion of the paper-
maker’s mark CRANE & CO. DALTON, MASS. which is the same mark
found on the 2 and 10 peso stamps of this issue (Scott Nos. 62 and
64).”

As far as I know this watermark is found only on the 10-peso
stamp of the Honduras “Bogran” issue. A few of the 2-peso
“Bogran” stamps have the watermark RAILROAD BOND. According
to Irving I. Green (“That Man Seebeck,” published in the 12th.
American Philatelic Congress Book, page 148), “Professor Dard
Hunter, an eminent paper authority, finds no record of this
RAILROAD BOND paper until 1899, when it was sold by the Moser
Burgess Paper Co. of Chicago.” This would indicate, then, that this
2-peso value may be the only Honduras Seebeck that was ever
reprinted.

If anyone has any information on this subject that would add to
the above I would appreciate hearing from them.

Richard A. Washburn
Quepos, Costa Rica
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Ernst Muller of Basel

Ernest A. Kehr

One of the Collectors Club’s greatest sources of pride is that so
many of its members have been with us for more than 25 years, to
confirm our aims of offering beneficial services to the promotion
of serious philately.

Having joined us on June 26, 1927, Ernest Muller now holds the
record for longest continuous membership. This distinguished
Swiss professional recently sent us a copy of a quarterly financial
statement which his firm published in January, 1922, which also
makes him one of the extremely few dealers in uninterrupted
business so long—60 years!

Although associated with many important philatelic activities
(such as having been the first to expose the nefarious operations of
Jean de Sperati through his house organ, Die Basler Taube), Muller
probably is best remembered here for his acquisition, in 1937, of
the fabulous Alfred F. Lichtenstein collection of Swiss rarities for
a seven-figure amount.

One of his monumental contributions to philatelic literature was
the publication of his original study (with faithful color reproduc-
tions) on the Swiss “Rayon II” classics.

We wish to Mr. Muller many more long years of enthusiastic
philatelic enjoyment!
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Air Mail, General

Donald B. Holmes, Air Mail: An Illustrated
History, Clarkson N. Potter, Inc., New York,
N.Y., 1982, 226 pp., illustrated, hardbound.
$27.95. Gift of Henry Stollnitz.

Bahamas

M. H. Ludington, Bahamas Early Mail Service
and Postal Markings. Published by author, 821
McCeney Avenue, Burnt Mills Hills, Silver
Spring, Md. 20901, 1982, 209 pp., illustrated,
hardbound. $35.00 postpaid. Gift of the author.

Catalogs, General

Stanley Gibbons Stamp Catalogue, Part 6: France
2nd ed., Part 7: Germany 2nd ed., Part 5: Checho-
slovakia and Poland 2nd ed., Stanley Gibbons
Publications, 1982, 499, 254, 184 pp. resp., il-
lustrated, softbound. £6.95, £5.75, £7.95 resp.
Gift of the publishers.

Handbook Serials

Congress Book 1981 of the American Philatelic
Congress, 47th Edition, American Philatelic
Congress, 1981, 173 pp., illustrated, hardbound.
$20.00. Gift of the publishers.

Italy Postal History

Clemente Fidele e Francesco, Mainoldi Bologna
e le sue Poste, published by the authors, 1980,
372 pp., illustrated, softbound. Lire 19,000. Pur-
chased with library funds.

Mario Gallenga, I Bolli di Roma dalle Origini al
XX Settembre 1870, Italphil, Rome, Italy, 1979,
152 pp., illustrated, softbound. Lire 15,000. Pur-
chased with library funds.

Yves Gravier, Guida per il Viaggio dltalia in
Poste, 1973 Edition, Facsimile Reprint, Editrice
del Corrier Maggiore, Via dell'Arco, 31, 35100-
Padova, Italy, 71 pp., illustrated, softbound. Lire
8,000. Purchased with library funds.

Giorgio Migliavacca, I Forwarders in Italy,
Published by the author, P.O. Box 250, 27100
Pavia, Italy, 1977, 66 pp., illustrated, softbound.
Lire 10,000. Purchased with library funds.

Giorgio Migliavacca, I Timbri Napoleonici dei
Departimenti Italiani. Published by the author,
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Publications
Received

P.O. Box 250, 27100 Pavia, Italy, 55 pp., il-
lustrated, softbound. Lire 10,000. Purchased
with library funds.

Miniature Sheets, General

Hermann E. Sieger, Katalog Europaeische
Blocks, West-Europa, 6th Edition, Sieger Verlag,
Postfach 1160, 7073 Lorch/Wuertt., West Ger-
many, 1982, 238 pp., illustrated, softbound. DM
9.65. Gift of the publishers.

Postal History, General

Annuario Internazionale della Storia Postale, 2nd
Edition, Editrice del Corrier Maggiore, Via
dell'Arco, 31, 35100-Padova, Italy, 1982, 116 pp.,
illustrated, softbound. Lire 10,000. Purchased
with library funds.

Ludwig Kalmus, Weltgeschichte der Post, Verlag
fuer Militaer und Fach-literatur, Vienna, Aus-
tria, 1937, 507 pp., illustrated, hardbound. Pur-
chased with library funds.

Russia

S. V. Prigara. Translated by David M. Skipton,
The Russian Posts in the Empire, Turkey, China
and the Post in the Kingdom of Poland. Rossica
Society, 1981, 196 pp., illustrated hardbound.
$40.00. Gift of the publishers.

Fred W. Speers and Alice Ray, The Zemstvo
Map, Published by the authors, 1959, 16 x 17.".
Gift of American Philatelic Research Library.

Saudi Arabia

R. ]J. Thoden, Ed., Reference Manual of Saudi
Arabian Forgeries Part II, Arabian Philatelic
Assn. Box 1929 Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, 1981,
loose leaf, illustrated. Gift of the publishers.

Thomas P. Wood, A Study of Saudi Arabia
Stamps 1934-1964, Arabian Philatelic Assn.. Box
1929, Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. 1982. 67 pp.. loose
leaf. Gift of the publishers.

Stamp Albums

The Official Album for United States Bureau
Precancels. Gilbert W. Noble, P.O. Box 931,
Winter Park, Fla. 32789, 1982, 121 sheets, loose
leaf. $16.00. Gift of the publishers.



Stamp Dealers

Seamus Brady, Doctor of Millions (Dr. Paul
Singer), Anvil Books, 1965, 176 pp., softbound.
Gift of Myron Hyman.

Switzerland

George Schild, Die Post der Internierten in der
Schweiz 1940-1946, Schweiz. Ganzsachen-Sam-
mler-Verein. 1974 (?), 40 pp., softbound. Gift of
Werner Elias.

Topicals

Topical Time Vol. 22-23 Reprint No. 125-136
1971-72, American Topical Assn., 1982, 67 pp.,
softbound. $8.00. Gift of the publishers.

The World of Stamps and Stamp Collecting,
by David Lidman and John D. Apfelbaum.
Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York. 228 pp,
bibl., index. 1981. $19.95.

Endorsed by the American Philatelic Socie-
ty, this work is designed to introduce non-
collectors or new collectors to philately. As
such it is an outreach book and must be
judged by different standards than books
prepared for collectors. For those who have
been collecting for some years, its primary
interest will be in the large number of il-
lustrations of rarities as well as a rare
glimpse of the professional side of philately
incorporated by John Apfelbaum based
upon his family’s experiences as one of the
major philatelic firms.

The scope of the published work is U.S.,
Canadian, and British collecting, although
it was originally designed to be far broader,
as indicated by the section on France (not
in this work) originally scheduled for inclu-
sion and therefore abstracted in the
November 1979 Scott Monthly Journal.
Presumably sections on other major collect-
ing areas were also intended. However,
with Mr. Lidman’s illness, the original
plans had to be curtailed.
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U.S., States Postal History

Richard W. Helbrock, Frontier Centennial
Western Post Route Atlas, La Posta, P.O. Box
3557, Las Cruces, N.M. 88003, 1981, 131 pp., il-
lustrated, spiral binding. $12.50. Purchased with
library funds.

Venezuela

Juan Jose Valera, Catalogo Especializado de
Estampillas de Venezuela, 8th Edition, Published
by the author, Apartado 6929, Caracas, Venezue-
la, 1981, 506 pp., illustrated, softbound. Gift of
the author.

Additional Donations

Periodicals and pamphlets from Ernest Kehr,
Paul van Reyen and Herbert Trenchard.

Book Reviews

Had the original plan been implemented
and had the factual content matched the ex-
cellent photographic selection, this work
would have been of significance to most
collectors rather than just new ones as it
now is. Unfortunately, time pressure pre-
vented double checking all the factual data
and also limited the depth of research. Con-
sequently, the work is reliable only on a
primary level.

An example of this problem occurs in the
early postal history section (which had
been sent me for checking, but where cor-
rections did not make it back in time to be
incorporated). Thus, the work is inferior to
A. D. Smith’s Development of Rates of
Postage in its discussion of the Thurn and
Taxis system. Smith shows that students
had determined that “almost from the
beginning” this post was open to the public
and that the system was first set up around
1489. Therefore, rather than the sudden
emergence of the system in about 1550 (as
indicated on page 5 of Lidman and Apfel-
baum), the Thurn and Taxis post was in ex-
istence by “the end of the 15th or early 16th
century” as reported on their page 9. There
are a number of dogmatic statements that
also reduce the utility of this work from a
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scholarly view—such as the one on page 2
that before 1550 the transport of messages
was an individual, contractual affair.

This work is not a replacement for, and
does not come up to the high standards of
excellence incorporated in, the earlier APS
sponsored Fundamentals of Philately by L.
N. and M. Williams. Thus, while it makes
the point of knowing the difference be-
tween laid and wove papers as in the 1850
Lombardy-Venetia 3-Kr value or Canada’s
No. 24 vs No. 32, it does not illustrate that
difference. Too, explanations are not
always completely accurate. Only a few
stitch watermarks result from repairs as in-
dicated in this book; most come from the
join in the “endless metal cloth” used in
several early printing devices.

On the other hand, this work offers a
good discussion from an insider’s point of
view. The discussion of grading as viewed
through the eyes of a major auction firm,
together with the analysis of faults and
their detection, is worth reading even for
relatively advanced collectors.

The discussion of relative quality in the
U.S. issues together with notes on problem
areas (such as the substitution of trimmed
No. 18s passing for No. 5s) is useful to have
in an introductory book that will likely fall
into the hands of potential “stamp in-
vestors.” Also useful are the cautioning
comments scattered throughout the work
such as that on page 99 comparing prices of
the $5 Columbian and No. 39 and their rela-
tive philatelic rarity, and the one on page
107 explaining the rarity of the 5 cent buff
and the need for handling it carefully.

Exception must be taken with several
items. On page 176, a 12d Canadian cover is
illustrated and the caption suggests it
would sell at $100,000. This is a controver-
sial cover with a Greene certificate but with
a bad Royal certificate; hence, it would be
difficult to sell at even a quarter the esti-
mate in this book. Too, it is incorrect to
state that “only 85” of the C3a airmail in-
verts can be accounted for (page 195) when
photos of more exist and there is no evi-
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dence that any have actually been lost.

Ten percent of the book is devoted to the
investment chapter. There, Fred Small is
held out as a model philatelic investor.
However, it is wrong to report as on page
216 that he sold the British Guinea 1 cent
for $280,000 at public auction in 1970 and
then to use that figure for analysis. Small
actually sold it privately in 1969 for a figure
that has been reported variously as $90,000
to $175,000. Even at the higher figure he
would have done better investing at 6.9 per-
cent. The real winner was the stamp profes-
sional who bought the piece from Small
and resold it within the year at a profit of
over $100,000.

But even advanced collectors will find the
investment chapter of interest. There are
intriguing items tucked like plums in a
pudding throughout the book. For example,
on page 119 there is a reference to a block
of 11 of the 30 cent 1869 U.S. that has been
virtually unknown for over a generation. I
understand it may come to market in 1982.
Further, it is not a typographic error on
page 114 that refers to three 1 cent Z grills.
Mr. Apfelbaum assured me that a third ex-
ample has surfaced and that it is not a
product of the gang of forgers who have
pumped out rare grills in recent years. (]. B.
note you don’t have the only example out-
side the Miller collection!)

In sum, this work is one with its greatest
appeal focused on new collectors and po-
tential investors. Nevertheless, seri-
ous collectors will find a few points of
interest. Calvet M. Hahn

The Shanghai Postal System: The Stamps
and Postal History, by Charles W. Dougan.
1981. 214 pp., extensive illustrations.
$27.50 from American Philatelic Society,
P.O. Box 800, State College, Penna. 16801.

Appearing in a format that now seems stan-
dard for recent publications from the APS,
Shanghai is a compilation of articles about
the local posts which centered about that



coastal Chinese city. Necessary updates
from those articles were accomplished by
the editor, so in some respects this is a new
and worthwhile work. It will serve as a
point of departure for future publications
about this segment of Chinese postal
affairs.

The introduction provides a thumbnail
sketch of postal developments in the region
to give the reader a historical and geo-
graphic perspective. It would have been
helpful, however, to have at the outset had
an outline map to relate the cities that are
covered. The characterization of the Nin-
Chu private postal companies as “very
reliable firms” may be questioned, but
perhaps that is a matter of opinion. They
are not the subject of this book so perhaps
the author may be allowed some license.

The discussion of the Shanghai Branch
Agency and the use of Shanghai Local Post
issues in Amoy ia abbreviated. Perhaps one
should look elsewhere for a discussion of
the characteristics of the stamps of the
Local Post. It should be noted that the
characters at the bottom of the stamps (see
Fig. 1-2 in the book), in circles to either side
of the value indicia, translate as “Ministry
of Construction/Engineering.”

One should observe, too, that Chefoo is
an old name: the Chinese name during the
period of the stamps was “Yantai.” The
Chinese characters (see Fig. 2-23, for exam-
ple) give the proper name; it is surprising
that this was not mentioned.

The description of the varities and print-
ing idiosyncracies of many of the stamps is
most valuable and we are fortunate to have
them gathered together in one place. An in-
dex would have made the book somewhat
easier to use. Lu H. S. Nieh

Pat Paragraphs by Elliott Perry, compiled
and arranged by George T. Turner and
Thomas E. Stanton. 648 pages, clothbound.
Available at $55 ($40 for BIA members)
from the Bureau Issues Association, 7215
13th Ave., Takoma Park, Maryland 20012.
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Elliott Perry (1884-1972) was one of the
major figures in American philately during
the first two-thirds of the twentieth century.
He began collecting at age 9 and first
published at age 30 in 1914. Although he
was involved in a number of philatelic
endeavors, his philatelic reputation rests on
three major works. First was his series of
articles on revenue stamps in Mekeel’s done
under the pen name Christopher West. Sec-
ond was his plating of the 10-cent 1847,
which most students said could not be
done, which was published between 1924
and 1926 in Collectors Club Philatelist.
Finally, there was Pat Paragraphs, his
famous house organ which was published
in 58 issues between 1931 and 1958.

Many of the original Pats are rare and
complete runs are expensive so that this
reprint finally gives Perry’'s work the audi-
ence it deserves. Even after this reprint a
set of the 58 originals brought $385 at auc-
tion, down only slightly from previous
figures. What is it that made this philatelic
house organ so important that scholars seek
it out and collectors are willing to pay large
sums for a run?

First, Perry was the first to publish much
data in detail including a good deal of the
material now found in Wenke's Official
Record Book Transcription 1847-1851. His
work on locals and carriers is detailed and
extensive, as was his pioneer study of the
express mails of 1842. Of the 648 pages in
this reprint, 198 are devoted to classic
stamps ranging from the provisionals
through the banknotes with a touch of later
issues. The bulk of this focused on the 1847
issue, the 1861 issue, and the banknotes.
An additional 39 pages are devoted to car-
riers, 38 to the express mails, 144 to locals,
34 to revenues, and 25 to other back-of-the-
book material. The remainder of the work
covers the field of philately ranging from 9
pages devoted to corrections that should
have been incorporated in the Luff reprint
to comments on grills, investment, postal
markings, and forgeries.

Perry’s writing was argumentative as well
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as forceful and incisive. He pulled few
punches in his discussions of other philate-
lists as can be seen in his analysis of
Ashbrook’s copper plate theory of produc-
tion of the 1847 issue or in the discussion of
prepaid carrier covers. Nevertheless, there
are areas where the arguments are elliptic
and it is necessary to know what was going
on in philately at the time to follow them.
For this reason, the failure to date each of
the selections in this reprint is a major
fault. Perry’s thinking changed and it is
very important to know what he thought at
a particular date. While the present ar-
rangement by subject is far superior to the
original Pats (which ranged widely), this
lack of dating almost makes it necessary to
have both the original and the reprint.

A major theme of Pat Paragraphs is
Henry C. Needham and his accuracy and
honesty. Because Perry was a leading stu-
dent of locals and Needham was both the
author of the Concise History (the leading
work on the subject) and the advisor on this
section of the Scott Specialized, it is impor-
tant to understand this theme.

On page 354 of the reprint, Perry charges
that Needham is “a cheat who had been fair-
ly tried and convicted of practices involving
a particularly contemptible kind of fraud.”
He sought in many ways to force Needham
(a lawyer) to sue him, but was unsuccessful.
He was successful, however, in discrediting
Needham as an authority on locals. He also
offered sufficient evidence to challenge
Needham’s integrity on the faked Bissel
covers, a faked 12-cent 1851 cover from the
Needham family correspondence, and the
sale of locals which Needham should have
known were bad. The refusal of the APS
(cited on p. 354) and The Collectors Club
(cited on p. 216) to face the evidence put
together by Perry on the subject of Needham
is among the darker chapters in the history
of both organizations.

This work is strongest in its discussions
of carriers, locals, and private proprietary
issues. It is weakest, and needs to be used
with caution, in the discussions of foreign
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mails and exchange markings, neither of
which had been adequately studied at the
period when Perry was writing.

As Barbara Mueller, in her Foreword,
stated, Elliott Perry’'s ‘“devotion to
establishing truth and exposing error . . .
has given us a peerless body of literature on
the production and use of 19th century U.S.
stamps.” This reprint, even with its short-
coming of dating, makes that knowledge
available to a much wider audience than
was reached by the original. Every serious
collector’s reference library of U.S.
classics, locals, carriers, or revenues needs
this work. Calvet M. Hahn

Catalogue Specialise des Timbres Anciens
d’Europe, by Petre Macoveanu. 240 pp, il-
lustrated. 150 FFr ($6,) from the author,
92320 Chatillon, France.

The late Alfred Lichtenstein used to say
that “no stamp issued after 1870 could be
called ‘classic’ and be worthy of genuine
postal or philatelic consideration.” In this
catalogue (handbook would be more accur-
ate,) Mr. Macoveanu seems to agree, al-
though he does extend it a bit; the last
stamps listed are the Greek Hermes Heads
of 1880-1886.

While the author was the one to pull all of
this material together, he had (and acknowl-
edges) the unstinting help of an imposing
number (29) of today’s foremost European
experts. Each of the covered issues is given
superlative treatment to make the book in-
dispensible for all interested in the stan-
dard classics.

The fact that it covers only nineteen
postal administrations earliest issues and
that there is a “1” on the flyleaf suggests that
additional volumes will follow. The present
volume deals only with stamps of the Ger-
man Empire through Greece. Because it is
in his language, French names are used:
“Allemagne Empire” for Germany, “Eglise”
for Roman States, “Espagne” for Spain, etc.

In addition to detailed descriptions of
technical aspects, Mr. Macoveanu supplies



prices he considered valid at the time he
prepared the manuscript. Because this
makes quotations obsolete as soon as they
are put in print, it might have been wiser to
have used a rarity coding system (such as
“R,” “RR,” “RRR,” etc.).

Clearly demonstrating that the author
knows classics is the pricing of strips, a fact
often overlooked by ordinary dealers. Ver-
tical strips of the early issues are con-
siderably scarcer (and more valuable) than
horizontal ones, and sometimes even
blocks of four.

The text and prices are in French, but that
shouldn’t bother readers: a conversion chart
shows comparable values in marks, dollars,
sterling, other francs, pesetas, and kroner. A
glossary translates terms into English, Ger-
man, [talian, and Spanish. E.A.K.

Postal Stationery Associated with Railways.
Part 1 East Europe, by Hans Eriksson.
Sveriges Filatelist-Férbund, Vasavédgen 76,
18141 Liding6, Sweden. 317 pp. 111. 1981
(softcover).

This book is directed primarily at the
topical collector, but is also of interest to
any collector of East European postal sta-
tionery. In addition to stamp designs
connected with railways, this catalogue in-
cludes any illustrated card or envelope
whose picture is railway-related. Since the
general postal stationery catalogues rarely
even describe these pictures, much less il-
lustrate them, there is much here which
cannot be found elsewhere. Every item
listed is illustrated.

Because of the scarcity of much of the
material listed, and the lack of previously
published illustrations, there will surely be
many additional varieties found for listing
in a supplement or second edition. I have
compared the Bulgarian listing with
material in my collection. In the past 30
years Bulgaria has issued many varieties of
illustrated stamped envelopes which are in-
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adequately listed by any catalogue. I found
six new varieties in addition to the 24 listed;
a similar quantity of the listed varieties was
missing from my collection. Such omis-
sions will not matter much to the railway
topicalist, for whom this volume will still
serve as an’ inspiration, suggesting new
directions for collecting. The book should
also be of interest to postal stationery col-
lectors, particularly because of its copious
illustrations. Richard M. Stevens

Zumstein Catalogues: Western Europe
(1056 pp), 49 Swiss francs; Eastern Europe
(768 pp), 46 Sfr. 34,500 Ill., 164,000 prices.
Zumstein & Cie, Berne. Switzerland.

Though confined to European stamps, the
Zumstein catalogues are widely used as ac-
curate market indicators. 1981 saw de-
creases in the speculative trends among the
stamps of Britain, Spain, Belgium, Ger-
many, and Greece while smaller lands with
conservative issuing policies have achieved
merited price raises.

Because of the steadily increasing in-
terest in Swiss and Liechtenstein stamps,
collectors around the world eagerly look to
Zumstein’s annual “specialized” catalogue,
not only for market movements but also for
philatelic assistance its detailed listings
provide. The new edition is no exception
and it has added “Stamp Day” covers since
1931 to the standard specialties (railroad,
telegraph, se-tenant, gutter-pair stamps,
etc.). Text is in German and French; prices,
in Swiss francs, but this should pose no
handicap, for, with full-color illustrations
and a cross reference giving Michel, SG,
Scott, and Yvert equivalents of Zumstein
numbers, use of the handbook is easy. It
costs 10 Sfr.

For those who prefer English text and
dollar quotations, Auf der Maur, of West-
minster, Calif., has adapted the Zumstein
and calls it “Helvetia Catalgue.” EAK
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The stamp that assures faster response.

Hold out tor Aptelbaum.

There is one stamp that assures you of a bit
more than you might have expected when sell-
ing your holdings. That’s the stamp of an
Apfelbaum.

At Apfelbaum, we never cream collections.
Every property sold or consigned to Apfelbaum
is done so by our consideration of the entire
collection, never just the best of it.

In addition, the fair and liberal payments
Apfelbaum is known for are always based

on the higher yield that our stamps tradition-
ally bring.

Those are just two examples of the way we've
done business for over 50 years and four
generations.

To hold out for your own free consultation and
some more good reasons to consider Apfelbaum
when selling your stamps, call Martin
Apfelbaum at your convenience.

o He can tell you how to get the most for the ones
2 - you love.
-

Earl P. L. Apfelbaum Inc.
2006 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103
215/567-5200 800/523-4648

[] Send me your monthly, 64 page price list Ads & Offers. Name .
[J Send me your auction catalogs. Address
[J I'm thinking of selling my philatelic holdings. City State Zip
Their approximate value is $ Phone Besttimetocall -
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Fine covers and postal history material of
most countries. Unusual rates and usages
of adhesives on cover — combination
covers — used abroads — specialist mate-
rial of all kinds.

Rare and medium 19th century stamps of
the Commonwealth group, proofs, essays
and specimen stamps. Thirty years’ expe-
rience of handling top quality material is
at your service.

RITCHIE BODILY
72 FITZJOHNS AVENUE
LONDON, NW3-5L8
(01-435 8425)

Callers are welcome, but by appointment
only please.

POSTAL
HISTORY
AUCTIONS
ZURICH

We

hold
regular auctions of rare and attractive
postal items;

publish

POSTAL HISTORY

for collectors of letters, documents, and
post-marks, in German every quarter
year;

buy and sell
postal items, letters, covers, stationery,
documents, post-marks; and

invite
your inquiry.

Hans R. Schwarzenbach
Limmatquai 72
CH-8001 Zurich, Switzerland

SPECIALIZING IN

CHOICE

UNITED STATES
Stamps and Covers
CANADA
PENCE ISSUES

Bruce G. Daniels
27 STATE STREET
BOSTON, MASS. 02109
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COVERS

POSTAL STATIONERY

Specialist Material

WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS?

FSDA & CCNY
ﬂcw anglana/ Slamp

643 Fifth Ave. South
Naples, Florida 33940




PACIFIC ISLANDS
BRITISH BORNEO

Covers, Proofs, Specimens,
Postal History

If you are looking for the above from
any of the British, French, German, US
Pacific Islands. New Guinea, Brunei,
Labuan, Sarawak. North Borneo—write
me

For example, | Can Offer:

NORTH BORNEO
A selection of covers

HOWARD LEE
P.O. Box 636C
New York. N.Y. 10163

You collect postal history
and don’t receive
our catalogues?

Send $1 for the next sale’s
listings.

GREAT BRITAIN
1840 & 1841 imperforate 1p and 2p

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE

Handstruck covers, Triangulars,
Rectangulars.

BRITISH
COMMONWEALTH

A fine selection of pre 1936 issues.

Enquiries from discerning Collec-
tors Club members will be wel-
comed and anwered promptly.

F. W. COLLINS
Stoborough Croft, St. Cross,
Winchester, Hants., England.

BOY SCOUTS

DJIBOUTI—1982-Souvenir Sheet, cpt (2) ... $ 18.00

Same-Imperf. (2) ...................... 28.00
GABON—1975, Norway, cpt. (2) (357/8) ... 28.00

deLuxe Sheets,cpt. (2) ................. 55.00

Trialcolorsept. (2) .................... 32.00

Die Proofs, cpt.(2) ::ussvsmsmmirasvisns 450.00
Collection of Norway, cpt. as above,

100% coverage!! Scarce ensemble . ....... 500.00
GEORGIA—St. George, 60k, printed both

CH 1 ) T e e | 16.00

70k, tete beche pair (16)................. 44.00

2F, “2" inverted F(I8) . . . commmsassoss 48.00
MALI—1976, Nigeria, cpt. 3 gutter pairs.... 48.00
Same-trial colors in cpt. sheet of

10, w/plate No.and date................ 375.00
Same-3v. Die Proof (C284/6).............. 585.00
Collectioncpt. asabove .................. 940.00

RUSSIA—St. George, Zemstvo, Bogordsk .. 11.00

Please ask for additional offers. We do have one of
the finest selections of almost all TOPICALS.

Cash with order. Subject to prior sale. Satisfaction
Guaranteed or Immediate Refund.

S. SEREBRAKIAN, INC.

P.O. Box 448 Monroe, N.Y. 10950
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/,{13;\} .@ el,é Reference: Chase Manhatten Bank

SELL OR CONSIGN YOUR T
CLASSIC U.S. TO METRO!  f}y
il
L

You'’ll get the best price possible. Our quality auc-
tions with worldwide bidders assure maximum
realization for your material. Our frequent auc-
tions assure you of rapid payment.

Our experience and integrity make the difference. The best
writers in the auction field describe your stamps, and our
catalogs are lavishly illustrated. Mention your membership
in the Collectors Club and we will be pleased to send you
our next three catalogs free of charge.

We travel for large holdings. Call us today, TOLL FREE at 1-
800-221-0155 (or 0156).
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THE WORLD’S MOST ACCLAIMED STAMP CATALOGS

—NOW AVAILABLE BY INDIVIDUAL COUNTRY —
for your personal philatelic library.

What's your regional specialty? Germany? Italy? Austria? Why spend tens
of dollars on a catalog that covers more than you need? The new individual
Minkus World Wide Catalogs tell you all you want to know in a light,
softcover handbook — and they're priced to save you money.

Listen to the Experts ...

"“...Minkus is catering to a long felt need.”
—Heeman Herst, Jr.

""More comprehensive and more economical than ever before.”
—Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News

“A great idea—and a great buy. Jacques Minkus does it again.”
—Lee Gill, Publisher,
Stamp Show News

THE NEW MINKUS WORLD WIDE CATALOGS

AMBTICANCEYAION '« » w10 s 550 5 7 o 5505 85085 3065 5k ¥ ol &5 o ot 5 msmie s o i . 5 S5 w5 5 0 $9.95

Albania/Bulgaria/lJugosIavia . . . ........iui i $7.95

Austria/Liechtenstein/Switzerland . . .............ouiiim i $4.75

Belgium/Netherlands/Luxembourg/Colonies . ... ............ouueoue e e, $5.75

Czechoslovakia/Hungary/ROMaNia. . . ... .ouut ettt e et e e e e e e e e $9.95

France/Monaco/ANdOrTa . ... .ot e e e e e e e e e e e e $5.95

CCOTITIATIY, « 51 5105 555055 500505 050 480 A BRS80S e e 5 B i A 55 $5.50

GrEEC TUTKBY . . . ittt ettt e e et e e e e e e e $4.75

Italy/SanMarino/Vatican . ...... ...ttt $5.25

Lo e $3.25

IR US S 1o roragrmi 107575, S 0 )50 4 o B3 e S e en 2 oo i b $6.95

Scandinavia/Baltic States .. ...........uiiitt $5.95

Spain/Portugal/Colonies . ... .......uuueeie ettt et e e e e e e $8.50

v o
1981 Supplements NOW AVAILABLE — Over 75 titles.
* * *
Prices subject to change without notice
All merchandise available at leading dealers across the nation and the stamp & coin department of these fine stores:

ATLANTA—RIich's HOUSTON—Foley s SAN FRANCISCO—Capwell-Emporium
BETHESDA—The Hecht Co MILWAUKEE, WIS.—Gimbels SANTA ANA, CA.—Bullock s
BOSTON—Jordan Marsh NEW YORK—Gimbels. Gimbels East SEATTLE—The Bon Marche
CHICAGO—Marshall Field & Co PARAMUS, N.J.—Gimbels SHERMAN OAKS, CA.—Bullock's
CINCINNATI—Pogue's PHILADELPHIA—John Wanamaker SKOKIE, ILL.—Marshall Field & Co
CLEVELAND—The Higbee Co PITTSBURGH—Kaufmann's ST. LOUIS, MO.—The Famous Barr
COLUMBUS—Lazarus & Co PORTLAND—Meler & Frank TORRANCE, CA. (Del Amo)—Bullock's
DENVER—May-D & F RICHMOND—Thalhimer s TOWSON, MD.—Hutzler's
DETROIT—J. L. Hudson ROCHESTER—Sibley's VALLEY STREAM, N.Y.—Gimbel's
GARDEN CITY, N.Y.—Gimbels SAN ANTONIO—Joske's of Texas WASHINGTON, D.C.—Woodward & Lothrop
HARTFORD—G. Fox WESTCHESTER, N.Y.—Gimbels
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WOLFFERS QUALITY—UNITED STATES
1882 —83 Special Printings Realized $35,000.

NEXT SALES:

AUG. 13 & 14
SEPT. 8,9 & 10

Catalog, including realizations for previous auction, 4 weeks before sale.
Send name, address and $3.00. VISA and MASTERCARD welcomed.

RICHARD WOLFFERS, INC.

Stamps of quality  Stamp Auctions of integriry

127 Kearny Street, San Francisco, California 94108 - Tel. (415) 781-5127

\

1948-1949+1950 +1951 1952 1953 -1954 +1955-1956+1957 -1958+1959

Ld
Showgard Mounts are the choice and recommenda-
tion of experienced collectors.

—For over 34 years Showgard Mount special
material has proven perfectly safe for stamps under
every climatic condition in all parts of the world.

—In all the years, Showgard Mount twin-seam
® construction has never been equalled—It is the only
one with two gripping seams and the time proven
Wennn safety of Showgard mount special foil.

—Showgard Mounts are thin enough to insure
that bound albums are not strained, loose-leaf
binders hold many more pages.

—It is a philatelic fact that collectors switch to

Showgard Mounts as they gain in experience. It's a

sensible idea to start and save with Showgard
Safety Mounts. At dealers everywhere.
MEE Ayailable with dark display or clear see-

through background. Write for sample and size guide.

‘G961 Y961+ €961 *Cc96} <1961+ 0961}

Vidiforms Co., Box 488, New City, New York 10956, U.S.A.

1975 +1976 +1977 1978 1979 -1980 +1981- 1982

1974 1973 +1972 +1971 +1970 +1969 +1968 <1967 * 1966
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Books for
Philatelists

United States

The Ten Cents Stamps of 1855-59, by M.I. Neiken (1960) $30
Civil War Prisons and Their Covers, by E. Antrim (1962) $18
Overseas

Afghanistan, Its Twentieth Century Postal Issues, by F.E. Patterson III

(1956) $18
French Morocco: The 1943-44 Tour Hassan Issues, by C. Neidorf

(1953) $3.75
Greece, Kohl Handbook Translated and Annotated Part I Supplement

(1944) $6
Honduras, The Black Air Mail, by I.I. Green (1962) $3.75
Philatelic Handbook for Korea 1884-1905, by Korea Stamp Society $18
The New Hebrides, Postal Stamps and Their History, by N. Hals and

P. Collas (1968) $12.50
New Zealand, 1898-99, Great Barrier Island Pigeon Post Stamps, by

]J.R. Walker, H.L. Chisholm, and H.M. Goodkind (1969) $12.50
A Postal History of Spain, by T. Van Dam (1973) $18
Postal Stamps of Lithuania, by Lithuania Philatelic Societies of New

York and Toronto (1979) $18
Postal History and Postage Stamps of Serbia, 1841-1921, by M.R. Rasic

(1979) $18

Catalogues

First Scott Catalogue, 1868 (reprint) $3.50

Collectors Club of New York
Cumulative Index to Collectors Club Philatelist, 1922-71, volumes 1-50

(1972) $12.50
Philately: A Catalogue of The Collectors Club Library, New York City:

Author Catalogue, Subject Catalogue, Title Catalogue, and Periodical

Catalogue (1974) $250

Please add $1 per book postage and handling. All remittances must be in U.S. funds drawn
on a U.S. bank or the U.S. branch of your bank. Because of high bank charges we must be
inflexible about this.

Distributed for The Collectors Club by

The Moretus Press, Inc.

274 Madison Avenue ® New York, N.Y. 10016 ¢ (212) 685-2250
Dealer Discounts Available — write for particulars

—
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Whether it’s for buying or selling,
You can always rely on . . .

ANDREW LEVITT,INC.

”America’s leading buyer of major philatelic properties.”

Box 342-SP Danbury, Connecticut 06810
For your personal consultation call (203)743-1908

Life member: APS, SPA, ASDA, Collectors Club of New York, U.S.
Classics Society, and The Philatelic Foundation.Bank References and
Letter of Credit also furnished on request.

URELIE 0RO ES 8P A O FCRIRTLEN AR R AR B VATV VA AR
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PUBLICAUCTION

of United States and Foreign

STAMPS & COVERS

Postal History, Trans-Atlantics, Fancy Cancels, FDC's

We’re constantly looking for consignment
material for future sales. Call or write Tim
Flanagan with a description of any better U.S.
and Foreign stamps and covers. For a copy of
our catalog send $1.00 to:

POLE AUCTIONSTTA

(5616) 379-8589 816 Merrick Rd., Dept. C, Baldwin, N.Y. 115610 9

Members: American Stamp Dealers Association; The Collectors Club

SI SSONS NOW! MONTHLY PUBLIC
AUCTIONS

We are now holding mid-month, monthly
auctions. Including 8-9 general sales in our
L.C.D. Stamp Company affiliated company

plus 3-4 specialized Sissons auctions. A

combined subscription offers a wide range of
material in every price range.

Upcoming Auctions

Sissons Mid-August Featuring Choice Single Items, sets, and Specialized
Material from Canada and B.N.A. as well as Br.
Commonwealth and G.B.

L.C.D. Mid-July and A Wide Range of General Material including

Mid-September  Collections, Single Items, and Sets as well as Postal

History, Canada, B.N.A., G.B., British
Commonwealth, and Foreign

J.N. Sissons Inc.

Suite 103 (Mezz.), Sheraton Centre Hotel, Complimentary Catalogue Upon Request

100 Richmond Street W., Catalogues and Prices Realized for both
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5H 3K6é companies at $25 per year (12 auctions per year).
Phone (416) 364-6003 Consignments close the first of each month
Members A.S.D.A., C.S.D.A. preceeding the auction month.
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At Your Service
For All

Philatelic
PHOTOGRAPHY

For RESEARCH & STUDY

For EXHIBITIONS
and
For PUBLICATION

2x 2 Color Slides

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE

(Photographer for the
Collectors Club Philatelist.)

1 Montgomery Place
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11215

$44,0000

The finest known copy of the most valuable
stamp of China was sold for $40,000 (+ 10%) in
our May 11-13th Central and Eastern Asia Public
Auction. This is the highest price ever obtained
for a single Chinese stamp and we believe the sec-
ond highest price ever obtained for a Far Eastern
Asian stamp at public auction.

We will be glad to accept your consignment
for one of our future auctions.

George
Alevizos

2716 Ocean Pk. BL., Suite 1020
Santa Monica, CA 90405 USA
Tel: 213/450-2543
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WHETHER YOU ARE

COLLECTING,
INVESTING IN,

OR SELLING

RARE STAMPS AND COVERS
| CAN OFFER YOU
AN UNIQUE SERVICE.

When you are BUYING/INVESTING: For
over 20 years | have specialized in purchas-
ing rare philatelic items on behalf of collec-
tors and investors. But rather than selling
directly, | act as your agent and consultant,
buying only at competetive auction prices
after careful examination and with a full
guarantee.

When you are buying rare stamps today
you need an ‘insider’ on your side!

Whenyou are SELLING: | know the ins and
outs of the international stamp market and
auction world. | am consulted as an expert
and valuer by major auction companies. |
can help you to sell your stamps wherever
they sell best! Even if you do not intend to
sell to me, it still pays to contact me: due to
long-standing reciprocal arrangements, |
can assist and supervise the sale of your
rare stamps at major foreign auctions atno
extra cost to you. Your advantages: |
describe, value and lot your collection and
make sure that you receive priority treat-
ment at all times.

Saudia Arabia:
Especially wanted,
all periods.

Baron Jakob von Uexkull, Viking
House, 2 Wybourn Drive, ONCHAN,
Isle of Man (British Isles).
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SEPTEMBER AUCTIONS

Postal History in LONDO:

Great Britain specialised in LONDON

Collection & General at BOURNEMOUTH

Great Britain the J.O. Griffiths Line Engraved & Embossed in
ZURICH

30 British Empire the ‘“Midas’’ collection in ZURICH

O \O o0 I

2

OUR LONDON MOVE: from the end of June we have vacated the
famous address we had occupied for forty years at 50 Pall Mall and now
share accomodation with Christies. Our auctions will be held in future at
Christies, 8 King Street.

BUSY BUYERS SERVICE

Any collector whose interests are limited to not more than three coun-
tries will find our Busy Buyers Service invaluable. You advise us of your
collecting interests and receive information (cuttings or the complete
catalogue) only of those countries which you collect. It saves time,
money and frustration!

Send for details and application form to Busy Buyers Service, 39 Poole
Hill, Bournemouth.

With auctions regularly held in the leading philatelic centres of the
world.

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST

BUYING OR SELLING YOU
CANNOT DO BETTER THAN CONTACT

Elizabeth Pope or Scott Trepel
Christies New York
Telephone: NEW YORK - 212 546 1087

ROBSON LOWE LIMITED

a member of the Christies International Group
10 King St., St. James’s, London, SW1Y 6RA

Cables: ‘“‘Stamps London SW1”’, Telex 916629. V.A.T. No. 323/7655/54
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THE FABULOUS COLLECTION

KING GEORGE V
ADMIRAL
ISSUES

OF CANADA 1911-25

H.M. KING GEORGE V

in Admiral uniform
(Photo courtesy National Postal Museum)

formed by the late

GEORGE C. MARLER

Author of ‘“Notes of the 1911-25 Issue’’
“Booklets of the Admiral Stamps’’
““The Edward VII Issue of Canada”’

TO BE OFFERED AT UNRESERVED PUBLIC
AUCTION IN THE FALL

This magnificent collection contains the choicest lot of PLATE MATERIAL ever to come
on the market. Also DIE PROOFS, LATHEWORK, BOOKLET PANES, STUDY
MATERIAL, RETOUCHES, RE-ENTRIES, gathered together by the foremost student
and collector of this fascinating issue.

Catalogues available by subscription only. Prices for four major auctions and prices realized are only $10
in Canada, $15 in the United States, and $20 overseas. (All of our regular subscribers will receive this
reference catalogue as part of their normal subscription.)

r.maresch & son B AE Samee

SINCE 1829
330 BAY ST., STE. 703 « TORONTO, CANADA M5H 2S9 « (416) 363-7777
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GREAT BRITAIN NORTH AMERICA BRITISH COMMONWEALTH EUROPE
Important philatelic areas handled by
LONDON’S PREMIER CLASSICAL HOUSE

Whether buying or selling, it will be of benefit for you to
trade with an old established company through three
generations.

All our stamps are guaranteed for life and important items
are issued with a written certificate.

With us you can deal with confidence.

W. E. LEA (Philatelists) LTD

1 THE ADELPHI,
JOHN ADAM STREET, STRAND, LONDON WG2N 6AP
Telephone: 01—930 1688/9 Cables: LEASTAMPS



Great Expectations Are Usually REALIZED At

HARMERS

1869 Issue, Used from Japan to
England via U.S., franked with

: 10c pair and 2c Black Jack grilled.
edar olage, CATALOGUE VALUE $695 +
ol ttoer B hear/, REALIZATION: $12,500. From
: }/ e the April 19, 1982 Auction of

f ’ ’ United States Postal History,
A é“’j : HARMERS OF NEW YORK.

Reserve space NOW so that your property is included in one
of these important sales scheduled for the Fall-Winter 1982
Season!

For details on liberal advances, the Harmer Guarantee Plan,
and other services available, call or send for our free brochure
“Philatelic Selling.”

NEW YORK SAN FRANCISCO

September 21-24 September 13,14
October 4 PRESTIGE 82
October 4 CLASSIC CANADA
POSTAL HISTORY
November 2-5
December 14-17

LONDON SYDNEY
September 14-16 To be announced.

October 19-21

December 7-9
INTERNATIONAL

6 West 48th Street 49 Geary Street
New York, N.Y. 10036 San Francisco, CA 94102
(212) 757-4460 (415) 391-8244
(212) 869-5400 (as of 7/19/82)

London, England and Sydney, Australia




