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Air Mail Stamps With
Inverted Centers
By R. HASBROUCK SHRADY, M.D.
In this article, an attempt will be made to list and deseribe briefly all the
existing air mail inverted centers. I have a colleetion of these errors in print-
ing and consider them the ‘‘stars’ of all the known philatelic varieties. My

collection is based upon the listings in the 1966 Sanabria Catalogue,”’ so that

Aeoro Philatelist Annals 20



AERO PHILATELISTS
22nd Annual Convention and Dinner

Date: Saturday, November 23, 1968

(Please note the date. In the July number on page 6 the date was wrong.)

CONVENTION

All Members Are Invited
Place: The Collectors Club
22 East 35 Street, New York, N. Y.

Time: 2 p.m.

ANNUAL DINNER

Time: 6:30 p.m.
Place: Rosoff’s 147 West 43rd Street

Price: $8.50 per person includes gratuities

Because of limited seating, it is urged that reservations, along with remit-
tance made out to the order of AERO PHILATELISTS, be mailed in
advance to:

Aero Philatelists Dinner Chairman
22 East 35 Street, New York, N. Y. 10016

Feature: Presentation of the Richard S. Bohn Memorial Award

October, 1968



The most famous of all inverted centers, the 24c
United States air mail stamp of 1918,

the numbers used in this article are from this book.

Some may argue that not all of the items listed in this article are true
inverted centers; perhaps some ave inverted frames. But I shall avoid printing
technicalities, and in a deseription of a colleetion of this kind, T think all should
be elassified as ‘‘inverted centers.'’

A Total of 39

In all, there are 39 stamps with eenters inverted, of which 14 are in the
semi-official category. One is a special flight label. The only one of the 39 I
have ever actually seen used on a cover is the Italy semi-official (San. S3e), the
1926 Trans-Polar Flight with the stamp’s frame inverted. Although I am
fairly eertain that a few Canada and France semi-official air mails probably
exist on cover, 1 have never seen any. Also, the “*Sanabria Catalogue’ does
not list any *“‘on cover'’ inverted eenters from Canada and Franece.

The No. 1 Inverted Center

The first stamp listed, of course, is the United States famouns 1918 24-cent
carmine and blue (San.la) of which one sheet of 100 was found in a Washington,
D. C. post office by a stamp ecolleetor. The editor of this guarterly magazine,
Henry M. Goodkind, is considered to be the leading authority in the world on
this glamorous stamp. For many years, he has kept a record of all the copies
known out of the complete sheet of 100. At the time of this writing, not all of
the 100 copies have been aceounted for. Also, each copy ean be identified by
its position in the sheet. Originally, before the Philadélphia, Pa. stamp dealer,
the late Eugene N. Klein, broke up the sheet for sale in 1918, he numbered in
pencil every stamp on the back. With time and handling in sales, some of the
numbers have worn off. But even the copies without numbers on the back ean
be plated, as Mr. Goodkind's records reveal.

1924 Bolivia Issue

The first inverted eenter listed in the ‘*Sanabria Catalogue’’ after the
famous U.S. error of 1918 is the 10¢ vermilion from Bolivia (San. 4a) issued
in 1924 to mark the establishment of the National Aviation School. Only 50
were issued. In the same issue of Bolivia is the 2 Bolivares black brown (San.
9a) of which only one sheet with 25 is known.

Again in this same issue, the 2 Bolivares black brown exists imperforate,
(San. 15a), of which it is said only 25 were issued with eenters inverted. The
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Bolivia's 1924 commemorative issue, San. 4a. [All
photos by Boutrelle)

catalogue does not give the quantity issued of Bolivia San. 15a.

Canada Semi-Officials

In 1927, Canada issued 34 semi-official stamps, and nine of these come with
inverted centers. All were used by the Patricia Airways and Exploration Ltd.
for an air mail service between Sioux Lookout and the northern Canadian gold-
fields, and also between Haileybury, Ontario and Rouyn, Quebee.

These stamps are all printed on yellow paper. In the eenter of the design
is an airplane printed in red. Sometimes the plane is inverted. Also, some of
the stamps were surcharged, and this, too, comes inverted on a few issues.

The first of these is San. S26h which is the stamp without any ‘‘Red Lake'’
surcharge. The airplane is upside-down. Then there are three of the same
stamp (San. S26b) with the “*Red Lake’ surcharge. One has the surcharge
reading up, a second one reading down and inverted, and a third with the Red
Lake'" printed in black.

There are three more of the same stamp (San. S26b) with the *“Red Lake’”
surcharge in red. This, too, comes with the surcharge reading up, reading
down, and inverted.

Also, this Canadian semi-official stamp is known with a green “*Red Lake™
surcharge. But I have never seen nor heard of the green overprint existing
on any copies with the inverted airplane. This stamp, however, also exists
imperforate (San S26¢) with the inverted plane of whiech only eight eopies
of this are said to said to exist.

France Semi-Officials
In the French semi-official air mail group, there is a 1922 Montpelier Avia-
tion Meeting Issue. Three of these come with inverted eenters—the 1 frane
green and red-brown (San. S25d), the 2 frane red and blue (San. S26b) and
the 5 frane blue and red (San. S27¢).
There is a private label issued in 1925 for a special flight by Pilots Leraitre

Canada San. S26b with both the airplane and the
surcharge inverted.
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A pair of France's 1925 special flight label with
the pilots' heads on one inverted.

and Anachard to Dakar. This is not listed in the ‘*Sanabria Catalogue.”” The
adhesive has the portrait of the two pilots in the design with lavender and
brown colors. No face value is indieated. It is known with the brown ecolor
inverted.

Italy's 1926 Polar Flight

In 1926, Italy had a semi-official stamp that has become rather well-known

Italy’s San. 53e as a single copy looks as if the
center is inverted. In a complete sheet, it is seen
that the frame is inverted.
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Liberia San. 10la, Lithuania San. 45¢ and Mauri-
tania San. |5a.

in the past few years. It was for the Amundsen-Ellsworth-Nobile flight to
the North Pole. This variety (San. S3e) truly is not an inverted center, because
it is found only once in a sheet, and when viewed, it is really the frame that is
inverted. But when seen as a single copy, it appears as an inverted center,
so that by itself, no one would guestion its status as having the center inverted
(see illustration).

This semi-official air mail stamp also exists imperforate, so that there is also
an inverted center here (San. S3g).

Liberia, Lithuania, And Mauritania

A set of two stamps was issued in 1952 by Liberia to ecommemorate the found-
ing of Liberia by Jehudi Ashmun. Both are known with the eenters inverted,
the 25¢ magenta and black (San. 101a) and the 50e ultramarine and red (San.
102a). There were only 80 of each of these issued.

Lithuania produced an inverted center in 1926. The 60¢ blue and blaek
of the regular air mail issue comes with the center inverted (San. 45e).  Aceord-
ing to the eatalogue, 200 are known.

1934"\.1( ut VG \lll

The 1938 Nicaragua imperforate miniature sheet of
four, each stamp with the head inverted. The sheet's
actual size is 5!/3x41/; inches.
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Nicaragua San. 299a.

The former French eolony in Afriea, Mauritania, was included in a series
of air mail stamps that the Viehy Government in France issued for some of the
colonies during World War II. There was a regular set of eight air mails
without the initials ““RF "’ in the design issued for Mauritania in 1942,

Of these, two denominations, the 10 franes, ultramarine, blue, and carmine
comes with inverted centers. This is listed as San. 152 and the quantity is
stated to be 50. Also, the 20 franes, carmine, magenta and buff has the center
inverted variety. Sanabria lists this as No. 16a. But different from the 10
franes, no quantity issued is given.

Nicaragua

The Central Ameriecan Republic of Niearagua supplies twelve inverted
centers, all from the same issne — the 1938 commemoratives for the Tbth

ST HUns i« e s e Lis AR s QT TS T TS ST e T

WAYS TO SELL ----

. PUBLIC AUCTION
A popular and satisfactory method of sale for many types of callections,
rarities and other philatelic properties. We have conducted successful public
auction sales for over 35 years.

2. PRIVATE SALE OR PRIVATE TREATY

Some properties, because of their nature are best sold privately. We place
many valuable holdings in this manner.

3. "SPECIAL OFFERS" CATALOGUE
A new concept in philatelic selling. Published at periodic intervals these
catalogues will offer selected classic and modern rarities, collections and other
consignments at fixed prices for immediate cash.

4. IMMEDIATE CASH

We are always interested in buying suitable material for immedicate cash.
Correspondence invited.

We are recognized appraisers for estate, tax, insurance and other purposes.

IRWIN HEIMAN

INC.

ONE LINDEN PLACE & GREAT NECK, L.1, N.Y. 1102]
Suite 305 Tel. (516) 466-3144
00000 3000000300003 311303 03031 o
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Spain's San. B5e, the head inverted, is not in the
center,

anniversary of the Nicaraguan postal service. This issue comes many ways,
perforated and imperforated, and also in miniature sheets of four, both per-
forated and imperforated.

The perforated miniature sheet has all four stamps with inverted centers.
These are the 1e (San. 285a), the 5e (San. 286a), the 8¢ (San. 287a), and the
16e (San. 288a). One may colleet these as four single copies or in one eomplete
miniature sheet of four.

This same sheet also exists imperforate, which again has inverted centers
This one is not listed in the ““Sanabria Catalogue.”” One may colleet the im
perferates from the miniature sheet as a unit or separate the four stamps into
single eopies.

In the same ecommemorative issue of 1938, there is another design with the
then President of Nicaragua, A. Somoza. Here, too, a minature sheet of four,
hoth perforated and imperforate exist. Only the perforated sheet is listed in
Sanabria as Nos. 298a, 299a, 300a, and 301a. As with the previous sheet, this
can be eollected as a unit or four stamps.

The imperforated sheet is not eatalogued with inverted eenters and I have
never seen one.

Spain

The final inverted centers are found from Spain. In 1930, a Pan-American
and Spain exposition was held in Seville. A set of nine air mail commemorative
stamps was issued, one becoming well-known to American collectors because it
showed Charles A. Lindbergh and his famous plane.

There are three prominent varieties on this stamp (San. No. 85) that 1
have placed in my inverted center collection. I admit that it is a little far-
fetched to classify these three as inverted eenters, because the head of Col.
Lindbergh that comes inverted is in the lefthand eorner of the design and not
in the eenter. This 1 Peseta green stamp with the head inverted normally is
perforated 14, 300 copies were printed of this one error (San. 85d). Also,
it is listed with perf. 11 and 200 copies have the head inverted (San. 85f).

Again, this same stamp has another error — a double head; there is a
variety of this with one head inverted (San. 85¢). The quantity of this is 50,
according to the “‘Sanabria Catalogue.’’

This coneludes my list. Did I miss any air mail stamp with an inverted
center? If so, let me know what I missed.

FOR BOOKS ON AIR MAILS See Page 48
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AUSTRIA
1914-15 Siege Of Przemysl Air Post
By JEAN GRAVELAT*

If the correspondence durving the Siege of Przemysl is well-known to aero-
philatelists, being the subjeet of a number of previous articles, then the same
cannot be said about the mail sent to the Austro-Hungarian Forees surrounded
by the Russian Army during two suceessive sieges that lasted from September 18,
1914 until March 22, 1915, except for a short interruption from October 10th to
November 7, 1914,

The situation had been that the Austrian soldiers were taken prisoners and
transported as ecaptives to Russia for a long period of time lasting up to 1924,
For those who survived this ordeal, it was not possible for them to preserve their
correspondence which had reached them. Much of it had already been destroved
with their papers before the surrender. Furthermore, it seems that they received
the econtents without the envelopes. In such cases, it would be miraculous if
any of their correspondence had been preserved. There is little chance that
any of the covers from the air post going to the fortress of Przemysl would

have survived.
Extremely Scarce
There were a few pieces of mail addressed to Przemysl, that because of

*Written in French and translated into English by H. M. Goodkind.

= - - s e . I

Fig. I. This cover with the Siege of Przemysl cachet, a very distinct hit,
Austria on March 22, 1915,

-

was returned to Vienna,
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various reasons could not be forwarded. These were returned to the senders
by air mail in their original enelosures. Only by the handwritten return
address on the cover or, occasionally, the special postal markings permit the
identification of these extremely rare covers.

Some mail — and this is the subject of this article— was sent to Przemysl
with a special rectangular cachet as shown on the two illustrated covers (Fligs.
1 and 2). There are only a few specimens that have survived for air mail
collections.

There does not seem to be much known about the origin of this cachet, and
it seems doubtful if it was put to great use. If one wanted such covers, it was
neeessary to attend the auection sale by Robson Lowe, Ltd. of the Marquis of
Bute collection in London, England. Tt was several vears afterwards when 1
obtained the two examples T show in this article. I have not seen any others
No more have heen offered in auetion sales nor have any been seen in all the
international exhibitions held since 1950. T was hopeful that when I attended
the International Air Post Exhihition in Budapest, Hungary in September 1967
that T not only would see other covers, but that T also eould learn more about
them in Hungary. There were a number of exhibitors from Central Europe.
But T only saw one item; this was an unused post eard that had this cachet,
but applied much later than 1915 by favor.

Aero-Philatelic References

To obtain my information, I have searched through muech literature. Most
of my information comes from the following sources which I guote:

1, “*Handbuch der Luftpostkunde’’ (Air Mail Handbook) by Alexander Bere-
zowski with the collaboration of Dr. Paganini. Published in Germany in 1925,
It has the following:

For A Specialist

Are you interested in completing your collection with unusual
varieties? YOU NEED A SPECIALIST!

We have been specializing in ERRORS and VARIETIES for
over 35 years. We have on hand a large selection of AIRMAILS,
listed or not, mint, used, and covers.

We are particularly strong in Trial Colors, Die Proofs (Some
of which only 18 exist — ask for free description), Unique Artist’s
Drawings, etc.

We will gladly compose individual selections for you according

to your instructions and WANTS. (No Obligation — Convenient
TERMS).

S. SEREBRAKIAN, Inc.

P.O. Box 448 Monroe, N. Y. 10950

—._—__Ji
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Fig. 2. A cover returned to Prague [then Bohemia]. The dates are so lightly and poorly hit that
they cannot be determined.

“Unique flight within the fortress of Przemysl. After the fall of the
fortress, the original deviee used for the cachet fell into the hands of a
private party. Thus, one finds later eancelled-by-favor eachets in both
black and violet on eovers and postal cards, all with Austrian postage stamps.
Genuinely used on legitimate air mail, this eachet is exceedingly rare.””

2. “Theodore Champion — Catalogue Aerien’ (1937 Edition) says:
“This eachet belongs to the 101 Postal Section (Brzesko) situated in the
besieged area. It is extremely rarve on a eard having actually flown. On
the other hand, it has been used a great deal for favor cancellations by an
unauthorized person who later procured the marking deviee.”

3. “Story of Austria Air Mail. " (1948) Adolf Kosel, Vienna, Austria, editor
wrote:
“Aeccording to the references reeeived, the air post cachet illustrated below
(45x27Tmm. black/violet) is found in the Aviation Archives Ku.K. of
the Vienna Arsenal X/2 (Post Office Branch No. 76). One cover from
pyrotechnician Kinsner bearing a violet eachet with 3 lines (42x14mm.)
(?7) eonfirms this. The air mail cachet was used by a private carrier of
the Army Postal Serviee addressed to Przemysl which arvived with other
correspondence for the ‘Fund For The Support Of Widows and Orphans
Of The Fallen Aviators.” Kinsner also used this handstamp on unused
military post cards and with it had the caneellation applied later to stamps
of foreign eountries.”’
A Propaganda Leaflet
In my opinion, another matter associated with the Siege of Przemysl seems
to be little known. This is the propaganda leaflets from the Austro-Hungarians
that were dropped over the Russian troops. The message is an eloquent testi-
mony to the conditions and feelings that existed at the time of the Siege of
Przemysl.
The leafflet illustrated as Fig. 3 is in Russian. It was translated into French
by our good friend, Mr. Ilia Braunstein of Brussels, Belgium, the 1966 recipient
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PYGORIE GOJLAATDI!

IlepexoauTe Kb HaMb!

Pascraaer Bamnxs opnneponn, GyanTo-Gbl HAMA IHHEBI
c¢b Bamn ofpamaioren maoxo, worga Bl kn maws mepexo-
Aure, Haraan Jaomb; He mhpere Ber mws!

Moxxoantn crpanrwas suMa, ¢b GOABIIMMA  XOJOJAAMM 1.
yromaeniamn; passb Bei xornre crpazars ore Xoaoaa, a
mewAy Thwh Moran-Get enabhrTe vy HACH Wb TEILICHBKONH KOM-
math?

Croabko corentn rhicauws Bamero Gpara ywe y wacs!
Hws mnBeres xopoino, uXh KOPMATH Kakb cabiyers ObITH,
TOAYYAITH HATIMTEIL, ¥ MHOPIC 1Zh HIOXB He REJATH yu@e
BOSBPAILATHCH JOMOIl.

IIpuxoauTe Kb HaMB!

Toraa sra Boitsa nokxonuena aaa Bacw, sehws crpaza-
HISAMB KOHEIlh. Bcepamm whrn Goxbe Hage®Abl, BBINCPATH
aTy BoitHy; ecan Bri npogoaikaere cpamarscs, To Bei atnws
TOJABKO }lll}l _\'.\[IIOH\'&OT@ c¢BON (."l'pﬂ,«'l.ﬂ“iﬂ.

IlepexoauTe Kb HaMB!

Hamm  poitcka noscioay notbgonocusi: wr Pocein, no
Dpaugin, - ve Hraain o ws Typuin.

Orn Gmpmaro cepiiekaro ropoJaencTa yike HHUEro e
0CcTaa0Ch, Bee Wh HAmnXL pyraxh. Ckopo n ue Gyaers ywe
n cepGeronn apyin.  lero Bawn eme waarn?

Byapre ymike n dpocure epaigarien!

Baws ayumie dvaern vouaes!

IIpuxoaute Bch Kb HaMB!

Ja Ea:kjo0e. zaxpa'ennoe ¢n ¢o6oo, TOTHOE
py®se Bl moayuure no 5-rin pyoorei. 3a waseii
TOJJHEII py®efubii marpon’s no o {Hoin gomwbiwh !

Fig. 3. The propaganda leaflet dropped to the Russian soldiers by the Austro-Hungarians.
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of AERO pPHILATELISTS' Richard S. Bohn Memorial Award for ‘‘distinguished
services to philately.”” It reads as follows:

RUSSIAN SOLDIERS !
PASS OVER TO OUR SIDE!

The tales told by yvour officers of how badly we maltreat those in your ranks
now among us are nothing but malicious lies; don't you believe this!

The fearful winter weather with its intense cold and exhaustion is about due
to arrive. Do you want to suffer from freezing weather, or would you rather be
<omfortable in a warm room?

Do vou really know how many hundreds of thousands of your brothers
already arve with us? They live well; one feeds them as they deserve; they
reccive drinks, and some of them do not wish to go back.

COME OVER TO OUR SIDE!

Thus, this war is finished for you and this will mark the end of your suffering.
Don’t vou see it? There is no hope of your winning this war. If you continue
vour fighting, you will only multiply the degree of your suffering. This is
vour last chance. We repeat

PASS OVER TO OUR SIDE!

Our troops are gaining vietory everywhere; in Russia, in France, in Italy,
and in the ancient Kingdom of Serbia. Nothing remains for you; everything
is in our hands. Soon there will be no Serbian Army. What do you hear about
all this?

EVERYBODY COME TO US!

For each of your rifles in good condition that you will bring with you, yon
will be paid 5 rubles. For each bullet, 1 kopek.

Conclusion

From what has been written in the past, which I have quoted, it seems
agreed that:

1. The cachet was used (no doubt after the Siege of Przemysl) for making the
fake material. Most post eards seen with this marking are unused.

2. Genuine covers having this eachet are extremely rare.

In my opinion, it seems doubtful that this cachet was applied only to mail
addressed to Vienna. One of the two eovers in my possession (see Fig. 2) both
was mailed from Prague and returned to that eity.

It is hoped that among the readers of the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS that
some may possess covers with a cachet similar to the two I show from the Siege
of Przemysl. If anyone will contact me and send me the information with a
photograph, I shall be very pleased to write about this in a follow-up article in
our respected AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS,

In case of change of address, please notify Secretary, Aero Philatelists
22 East 35 Street, New York, N.Y. 10016.
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HARRIS e

ISBA-
CATAIS

With 3,298 price changes.

» 192 pages, 2,000 illustrations.

» Deluxe flat-back binding.

* Heavy, washable covers,

* High quality paper.

* Latest up-to-the-minute revisions.

One of the most important editions in our more than 35 years of
publishing this most widely used catalog — a “must” for every stamp collector, Com-
piled and edited by the experts of H. E. Harris and Co., The World's Largest

Stamp Firm.
* All major U. S. Postage and Airmail issues . . . PLUS Special
Delivery, Parcel Post, Envelope Squares, Postal Cards, Officials, Reve-
nues, Postage Dues; also other popular specialties.

* Complete illustrated U. S. Possessions, Confederate States, United
Nations and British North America.

MAIL THIS * Big "Americana’ section. Mounted collections, albums, popular sup-

COUPON plies and accessories
= U. S. Stamp I|dentifier — fully illustrated, check your own collection

N ow ' for valuable hidden stamp treasures!
-

ru__————

. E. HARRIS & CO., Catalog Depl. Boston, Mass. 02117, H E HARRIS
Please RUSH me, post free, the new 1969 edition of your 192- Ly
page catalog, UNITED STATES STAMPS, U. S. POSSESSIONS,
UNITED NATIONS & BRITISH NORTH AMERICA, including the
U. S. Stamp Identifier. etc. | am enclosing $1.00. GU.

| e CATALOG DEPT.
BOSTON,
Address MASS
City &
State Zip

October, 1968



(Reprinted by permission from Scott’s Monthly Stamp Journal, published by Scott Publica-
tions, Inc., 461 Eighth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10001).

Our First Airmail Stamp
50 Years Old

By HENRY M. GOODKIND

In many respects, the 24-cent carmine rose and blue of 1918 (No. ('3) has
turned out to be a topflight stamp, practically unequalled by any other issued
by the United States. Of course, its chief reason for great fame is due to the
printing mistake made when the stamp was being first printed. This error, the
one sheet of 100 with the centers inverted, produeced one of the world's philatelie
gems, popularly ecalled the upside-down airmail stamp (No. C3a). A single
copy currently is priced in the catalogue at $20,000.

There are, however, other reasons that have made our first airmail stamp so
outstanding.

10 Number Ones

Here is what has made C3 so famous. It is:

1. The FIRST definitive airmail stamp in the world.
2. The FIRST airmail stamp showing an airplane.

3. The FIRST airmail stamp issued for a regular service.
4. The FIRST airmail stamp of the United States.
5. The FIRST airmail stamp of the Amerieas, Africa and Asia.

Harmer Rooke’s

Search for Stamps

AT HARMER ROOKE, we are constantly searching for fine stamps
and collections for our clients. We seek United States, world-
wide and specialized collections, as well as individual rarities.

Qur international reputation and professonal integrity are your
assurances of a proper and true evaluation.

Estates and individual stamps appraised for auction or private
sale.

Direct inquiry may be made by calling (212) 765-3883.

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc.

International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps

604 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 10020
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Fig. |. The "Father of the U.S. Air Mail," Senator
Morris Sheppard of Texas. [All photographs from

the author's collection,)
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6. The FIRST airmail stamp issued bi-colored.

7. The FIRST airmail stamp printed with an error.

8. The FIRST airmail stamp cancelled with a mistake.

9. The FIRST airmail stamp involved in a first flight acecident.
10. The FIRST U.S. stamp to be commemorated on its 50th year.

Aviation In 1918

To more fully appreeiate ('3, let's try to set the stage as it was 50 years ago.

The United States was involved in its first global war. Our country declared
war on April 17, 1917. In retrospeet, this marked two extremely significant
turning-points in our history. First, World War I ushered in a new life for the
United States, eulminating in our present position as a world leading power.
Secondly, it saw aviation enter into our lives.

The Wright Brothers had made their first short flicht. In the deeade that
followed, aviation was mainly experimental and a sport indulged in by a few
stunt flyers, who wanted to thrill people with their first sight of “‘the flying
machine.”” There were, however, some farsigchted men, who visnalized 2 essential
uses for airplanes. In wartime, they could have great strategie value. During
the more normal peacetime, the airplane eould revolutionize our lives and our
commeree hy the fast transportation of people, freight and mail.

Airmail First Proposed in 1910

It is not generally known that as early as 1910, bills appropriating money
for airmail were introduced in the U.S. Congress. They were greeted on the
floor of the Congress with derision and laughter. One Congressman in a speech
said that in view of the way the Post Office Department was operating, it should
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“‘get down to earth rather than put its head in the sky.”

But there were fortunately some who were not hbothered by all this vidieule.
They eontinued to urge the adoption of an airmail serviee in the United States.
A few U.S. Congressmen and Senators persisted by introduecing bills for a
regular air post.

When in April, 1917, our country declared war, this seemed to foreeast a long
delay for civilian airmail until vietory was achieved. It was generally believed
in this country that the war would not be a short one.  Our country was totally
unprepared for a global conflict. ** Preparedness’ became our watchword. For
the first time in our history, this country entered into a wartime economy. Also,
for the first time sinee our Civil War, young men were being conseripted for
our Armed Forces. This was the year the draft began.

Ameriean industry was being converted to produee the tools of war. Many
people left their regular jobs for work in munition plants, shipyards and other
wartime occupations.

In 1917, there was no U. 8. Air Force. We had only a few planes and
experienced men to fly them. This was in an Aviation Seetion, a braneh of the
Signal Corps of the U.S. Army. There were only 55 old training planes.

The European countries had been waging war since the summer of 1914,
Gireat Britain, France and Germany had been demonstrating more and more the
importance of the airplane as a wartime machine. Our enemy, Germany, had
used some of her aivships, the Zeppelins, to drop bombs over England. Aviation
had brought the war to eivilians.

We had to cateh up. Industry was pushed to produee more planes. The
Army’s Signal Corps sought many more young men to train as flvers.

All attention was foeused on winning the war. That vietory would be denied
the United States and its Allies was not the thought of one Ameriean.

Under such conditions, a U. 8. Senator early in 1918 again introduced a bill
to inaugurate and maintain a regular airmail service. He explained that this
would make for faster communication, especially between the government in

Fig. 2. The only known first-day, May 13, 1918, cover (the 2 other known first-days are postal cards).
It was sent to the “Father of the U.S. Air Mail" Senator Morris Sheppard.

Aero Philatelist Annals 45



Washington, D. C. and the important industrial centers where the tools of war
were being manufaetured. The Senator was the Hon. Morris Sheppard of Texas;
this explains the reason why he was called **The Father of the U. 8. Air Mail"’
(see Figure 1).

On May 6, 1918, a bill was passed by hoth Houses of Clongress to establish
an airmail serviee in our eountry. On May 11th, President Woodrow Wilson
signed the hill into law. 2 days later, on May 13, 1918, the first airmail stamp
was issued.

A Rush Job

On May 9, 1918, the U. 8. Post Offiece Department sent ont its first postal
notice for **a Speeial Stamp For Aeroplane Mail."” At that time, it was ealled
an “‘aeroplane.”’  Seldom in the history of our country had a stamp to be pro-
duced in sueh a short time. It had to be ready for sale on May 13th (see Figure
2) and for the publie’s use on May 15, 1918,

The few philatelie students who study and know the history of United States
stamps look back upon the first 2 decades of the 20th eentury as a most interesting
one. The public demand for postage stamps was greatly inereasing, and the
government's printing facilities had struggled to keep up with the growing
demand. Consequently, experiments constantly were tried to improve and speed
up the printing, perforating, the inks, the gum and the paper used for our stamps.

Even in those days, people were pointing to the stamps of foreign countries
to show how muech more attractive their designs were than ours. But the gov-
ernment countered that this was impossible. A 2-color stamp took very much
longer to print and also its produetion is much more expensive. Since 1901,
there were only one-color stamps. The first change eame in 1918 with the new
high denominations, the $2 (No. 523) and the $5 (No. 524). Sinee the demand
for such high face value stamps would he less, they eould be bi-colored.

A Bi-Color Stamp

The new airmail stamp had to attraet attention. A drab, one-color adhesive
would not do this. This explains why C3 was printed with 2 colors. Tt is a
tribute to America’s industrial efficiency that the first airmail stamp was ready
for use as planned—rfor the first flights on May 15, 1918 between New York and
Washington with stops at Philadelphia to leave off or pick up mail.

The logieal choiee for an outstanding design on the first airmail stamp was
an airplane. The type of plane chosen was the famous Jenny. Its technieal
name was a Curtiss JN-4 with a 150 h.p. engine, the one being used by the Army's
Signal Corps as a training plane. It was decided to show the Jenny plane on the
stamp in flight travelling from right to left.

The words ** Air Mail” were not incorporated into the design. The pieture
of the plane was deemed sufficient to show it was to be used for the special airpost.

The First Printing

It is very important to know that C3 was printed and then sold in 3 different
ways. The reason for this was the purchase of the error sheet of 100 with the
inverted centers on the second day that the stamp was on sale—May 14, 1918,

Wanting to make the first airmail stamp distinetive, it was decided not only
to have it with 2 eolors but also using the larger size of the $2 and $5 stamps.

All other U. S. postage stamps in 1918 were the smaller size. They were
printed on 400-subject plates whieh, in turn, were divided into 4 panes of 100
for sale to the public. (See Scott’s United States Stamp Catalogue, Specialized,
the Introduetion, *‘Information For Collectors’’).

Beeause of its larger size, the flrst airmail stamp eould not be printed on the
usual 400-subject printing plates. The most authoritative reference hook on the
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Fig. 3. Sheet of 100 of C3 FIRST PRINTING-FIRST CUTTING. There are no plate numbers, because
the top margin was cut off.

stamps of this period is “*Johl’s U. 8. 20th Century Postage Stamps.”” The
printing of ('3 is deseribed as follows:

““This stamp was printed and issued in sheets of one hundred subjects.
Being bi-colored, two plates were necessary—one for the frame and one for the
vignette. The frame plate was divided into panes of twenty five by horizontal
and vertieal guide lines terminated by arrows. Inside the top arrows there was
a solid arrow with the point facing the outside of the plate. There was a similar
marker on the vignette plate which was used to properly key the design. There
was only one plate number to each plate. On the frame plate the number was
above the second stamp to the right of the top arrow, while the vignette plate
number was in a corvesponding position to the left of the solid arrow.”

A practieal problem arose. Due to experience with the new 1918 $2 and $5
stamps, post office elerks were complaining that the sheets were too large to fit
their sale folders, eausing them to curl. Consequently, it was decided to eut off
2 of the 4 sheet margins before sending out the sheets of C3 to the post offices for
publie sale.

At first, the top and the right sheet margins were cut off, leaving only the
left and bottom ones. The top sheet margin had the 2 plate numbers. This was
cut off, so that it was impossible to buy plate number blocks or singles of the
first airmail stamp (see Figure 3).

(To Be Continued)
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AERO PHILATELIST HANDBOOKS
One Going, One Gone

5 AVAILABLE

Because of requests from many members, it has been a longtime
ractice to bind some parts of our publications soon after they have
Eeen distributed. 50 copies of each number are bound together into
an attractive handbook. Usually, three volumes of the magazine are
bound and sold as a unit with an INDEX.

During 1968, the BLUE BOOK, the AERO PHLATELIST ANNALS
Volumes | and 2, was sold out. Also, only two copies of the BLACK
BOOK, the AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS, 1946-53, Vols. 1-8 Complete

with a separate Index, are still available.
There is no longer a complete stock of back numbers to bind

additional BLACK and BLUE BOOKS.

Furthermore, the stock of the RED BOOK, the AERO PHILA-
TELIST ANNALS Volumes 3-4-5, now is only 10. At the rate that the
books have been selling, the RED BOOK probably will be sold out

within a year or so.

Listed below are the books that are available.

Bound Volumes
AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS

Red Book Vols. 3-4-5 g15
Brown Book Vols. 6-7-8 $15
Green Book Vols. 9-10-11 $15
Beige Book Vols. 12-13-14 $15

AERO PHILATELISTS’ NEWS

(Only 2 Copies Unsold)

Complete 1946-1953 Vols. 1-8 (Black Book)
With Cumulative Index
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Send order and remittance to:

Aero Philatelists
22 East 35 Street
New York, N.Y. 10016
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RUSSIA
Air Fleet Labels

A Revised Listing (Part 4)
By FRED W. SPEERS

(Continued from Page 28)

1923 Semi-Official Set

In addition to Chita having had an O.D.V.F. elub, one also existed in
Irkutsk and as early as 1923 in Vladivostok in the Coastal Provinee. Although
no Air Fleet labels have been attributed to either of those ehapters, Vladivostok
was place of origin of a semi-official charity air mail set of twelve and four im-
perforates on July 28, 1923,

The set is erroneously deseribed in most specialized catalogues as having
been issued by Far Eastern Republie. This is not the ease, hecause the two-year-
old Far Eastern Republie was dissolved on November 17, 1922, when Maritime
Provinee region passed under eontrol of R.S.F.S.R.

Vladivostok O.D.V.F. is known to have eooperated in preparations for the
issuance of the set and for the 144-mile round trip to Spassk-Primorsk. Set
consists of old Tsarist stamps overprinted in red with a biplane flying to the
left and Vladivostok, 1923, between it and the new value of 20 kopecks.®

FAR EASTERN DISTRICT

1. No face value stated. Cirenlar format, 46 mm in diameter. Lithographed
in black on square-cut paper sized about 48 mm on a side. Design some-
what resembles that of Zlatoust cachet. Name of Society of Friends of
Air Fleet is on inside of rim of cirele. Within this is another eirele with
design showing biplane flying toward upper right with sun’s rays behind
it. Beneath it ave letters ** C.C.C.P."" and half the sun is visible above the
horizon. Beneath the sun is another inseription reading ** Working People
Build the Air Fleet.”” These were printed on the backs of disearded
forms. Imperforate. No gum. (Fig. 100) ...........c.cccnvn.e. C-D

ADDITIONAL SEALS AND RECEIPTS

Mention has been made in the foregoing eompilation of various seals and
receipt forms used by Osoaviakhim chapters. (See sections headed Northwest
Distriet, Ukraine, Kremenchug, Odessa and Crimea.)

Seals for main part stated no face value. They were rectangular in format
and came in various sizes. Usually, they bore some inseription like *‘Strengthen
Defense of C.C.C.P."" Many were used, starting in 1923, by aviation and chemi-
cal defense clubs as receipts for contributions or membership dues. Their
designs have been deseribed in the above-mentioned seetions. Acknowledge-
ment of payment was sometimes made by filling in of rubber-stamped form on
reverse,

One rarely seen design, in black on orange eolored paper, showed two
persces wearing gas masks standing behind a erossed rifle with inseription

*The set is listed and illustrated in the Sanabria Catalogue under ‘‘Far Eastern Republie.’”
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Figs. 100-110.

“*Osoaviakhim Indivisible Defense’’ below. (Fig. 101)

Still other reeeipts appeared in different forms. Notable among these is
series of small (10 x 15 mm) labels for pasting in membership booklets or some-
times even on larger labels. Their design ineluded face values, and they were
issued on white paper perforated 12 or imperforate. They probably made their
first appearanee in 1924, A summary of this series, all lithographed, follows:

50 October, 1968



1 Kopeek. Blue. Perforated. Soldier's head. (Fig. 102)

15 Kopeeks. Orvange. Perforated and imperforate. Head in gas mask.
(Fig. 103)

20 Kopecks. Violet. Perforated. Gas mask over denomination between
two vertical panels,  (Fig. 104)

50 Kopecks. Green. Perforated and imperforate. Worker's head with
factory in background. (Fig. 105)

75 Kopeecks. Bluish black. Perforated. Airplane. (Fig. 106)

1 Ruble. Black. Perforated. (Soldier’s head, like 1 kopeek design, Fig.
102.)

A smaller label (9x10.5 mm) also was issued. Its face value was 15 ko-
pecks show beneath erossed rifle and propeller blade with ecirele bearing Osa-
viakhim inseription behind them. It was printed in red and perforated 12.
(Fig. 107)  Examples of small R.S.F.S.R. O.D.V.F. receipts also may he seen
in Fig. 11A and Fig. T8,

There also was a series of three, sized 10 x 14 mm. All had the same design
consisting of seal of Osoaviakhim and denomination beneath, which were 20 and
25 kopecks and 1 ruble. These also were printed in red on white paper and
were perforated 12, (Fig. 108)

Other reecipts included one for 5 rubles inseribed ** All-Russian Committee

-
FAABCNKYNPOM

¥ -t —=100)

AIPO-IIIMH
AIPO-MATI

PEVTD \BH}

Figs. 111-116.
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to Help Invalids of All-Union Central Executive Committee Wounded Air-
men.”” It was black, red and yellow on white paper and had a face value of 5
rubles and alongside was vear date, 1923. Its design showed airplane going
down in flames against night sky while another marked with red stars flies past.
Inseription mentioned above is in panel below that design. The label’s size is
27 x 49 mm. It is perforated 11. (Known postmarked Tura 7 December 1923).
(Fig. 109)

There was also a square (15 mm on a side) 10 kopeck label issued by Russian
Red Cross Soeiety. Printed in red and blue it showed a white airplane with
Red Cross on each wing and face value beneath each wing. (Fig. 110)

Still another seal or label in eireular format appeared in the late 1920's in
the Eastern Siberia region. This was lithographed in greenish black and light
brown. The design, enclosed in a eirele 34 mm in diameter, shows a youthful
appearing man holding a rifle while standing in a field of wheat. Behind him
at left are factories and, at right, a thateh-roofed cottage. Overhead fly two
biplanes to the left. No face value is given, but the lower half of the eirele
consists of the inseription ‘*Strengthen Defense.’” Printer’s legends in light
brown are in lower corners. One at left indicates it was preparved at Ulety (a
small town about 40 miles southwest of Chita). No gum. Imperf. (Fig. 111).

An Osoaviakhim label with no face value stated was issued by the workers
of the Railroad Transport Union. Its design, measuring 18 x 24 mm, shows an
adaptation of the aerochemieal aviation symbol (a five-pointed star, erossed
propellers, fizure in gas mask beneath but instead of an airplane above the star
a railroad is pictured). This appears in a small eirele at the bottom of the
rectangular design which consists of a heavy straight-line border enclosing the
letters “*DTS’" and the word **Osoaviakhim.”" In red letters on the black border
is an inseription to the effect that a strong transport system fortifies defense of
the land. It is lithographed in red and black on light brownish paper perforated
1114. No gum. (Fig. 112)

Bank and Factory Labels

One of the largest labels (46 x 56 mm) was that issued in 1923 by the In-
dustrial-Commereial Bank of Moscow. It is lithographed in red, yellow, black
and blue. Centered at the top of its design is a large machine wheel with teeth

b = R
m “
: MEETING NOTICES |
_]__ Every month except July or August m
”I Chapter No. 1 — New York, N.Y. b

e Meets second Thursday each month at 8:00 P. M. in the
Collectors Club, 22 East 35th St., New York, N.Y. o

:-: Chapter No. 5§ — Philadelphia, Pa.

Meets third Thursday each month at 8:00 P. M. in the i
] Liberty Federal Savings & Loan Assn., 202 North Broad "
| St., Philadelphia, Pa. -

u Members, friends, guests, and all interested collectors l'l_l
n“ are cordially welcome .Ii
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bearing the inseription identifying its souree of origin. Across that is a single
propeller blade. Beneath the wheel is a veproduetion in blue of a 6 kopecks
stamp of 1923. Five vertical broad yellow lines and four inverted chevron
lines in red form the background. A printer’s legend is at lower right. Per-
forated 1114, (Fig. 113)

The Triangle factory, manufacturer of airplane tires and other aviation
material, is eredited with issuance of another large (41 x 55 mm) label. Litho-
graphed in blue, gray, vellow and orange, it depiets an early-type monoplane
flving to left against a background of eolored clouds. A three-line inseription
eiting the produets mentioned appears in white letters against a blue cloud be-
neath the plane. Clear gum. Perforated 1114. (Fig. 114)

Two mateh factories also undertook to publicize the enthusiasm for aviation
hy adapting to it the designs for their mateh box labels. The Giant factory at
Kaluga used a label 47 x 35 mm to depiet a erndely drawn dirigible ﬂ\m;.r to
left. Tt also stated the priee per box of 3 kopeeks. The label was lithographed
in black on yellow paper colored through. (Fig 115)

The second mateh factory to use such a label was the State Mateh Monopoly
at Zlynka Station (a few miles east of Gomel). Its label was lithographed in
green and red on white paper. The entire label measured 33 x53 mm. Its
design showed a two-engine monoplane in red flying toward upper left over a
green wreath across which is llu- word of “Rm pod ™ (revolutionary way). On
the sides are inseriptions for ** Government Standard 182045 and 50 Stieks.”’
(Fig. 116)

— The End —

PveE)

VATICAN CITY COVERS

Bolaffi's Prices in [ )

#14 Provisional on First fit. cover ... e cidaicn 60.00
47-54 Catholic Press .. . (120.00) 95.00
65-60 on . letter Arch. Conc 66.00 60.00
61-87 ee lnterrenum : et . 20.00 14.00
i, Sl G L 8

Co 80.00) 50.00

80.00 45.00

76.00 40.00

2 16. 90.00

160.00 $0.00

27.00 20.00

90.00) 60.00

7 27.00 17.60
B13- li POPQI & Basilicas - Exp i 0, 26.00

239-42 — { .00 18.00
242A — Bru.uell Fair louvouir lhoot 20.00) 22.50
C9-15 2nd Alrmall . (40.00) 35.00

Lol o LT T e A A I U SR
C18-19 UPU

C20-21 registered with cachet . .
C22.23 — Doma y g S B eammaise g snss

C24-.32 — Ange .

C33-34 Dome ‘H (high v.hlu) (W 00) 85.00
C45-46 Archangel (high vlmu) 25.00
C45-46 Archangel with designer autograph ... 45.00

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO.
P.0O. Box 37 Dumont, N.J.

8. L. Bayer, Prop. Member Aero Philatelists, Collectors Club, ASDA.
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Book And Catalogue Review

Balloon Posts. A World Catalogue, 1969 Edition by Drs. Jon Boesman of The
Hague, Netherlands., 260 pages. Over 400 illustrations. Hard cover. Pub-
lished by The Netherlands Aeronautical Museum, Statenlaan 2A, The Hague,
Holland.  Price £10, but $6.50 if for 10 or more copies.

Aero-philately really began many, many years ago with mail carried by
balloon and pigeons. A popular and well-known speeialty is the balloon mail
from the 1870 Siege of Paris during the Franco-Prussian War. There have been
some fine handbooks and catalogues on this. But one does not see many world-
wide balloon eolleetions these days.  The reason probably is a lack of a competent
up-to-date referenee book.

The past specialized air post eatalogues did list and price some balloon
covers such as Austria’s Siege of Przemysl (see Mr. Gravelat's article in this
magazine on page 37). But in this new eatalogue, the greater portion of the
listings of balloon material to colleet is not in any other eatalogue, to our
knowledge.

The author, Jon Boesman, is a world-famous balloonist.  So is his wife, Nini.
LIFE magazine two vears ago had a long, special feature about seeing Holland
by balloon with Jon and Nini Boesman. Therefore, the compiler of this eata-
logue knows his field.  Also, Jon Boesman has been the president of F.ILS.A.
since its founding back in 1960 ; he has many friends in Ameriea.

A special attraction at international philatelie exhibitions, ineluding those
only for air post, has been a flight by the Boesmans with special balloon mail.
This reviewer was invited by Drs. Boesman to witness three of these and took
many color slides of the flights.

There ave over 2,000 items listed and prieed in this eatalogue. Although
authored by a Hollander and printed in Holland, it is in English and the prices
are in US dollars. Many of the flights are unfamiliar to this reviewer. The
few that are, seem to have been intelligently treated.

This eatalogue devotes seventeen pages to the balloon mail of 1870 during
the Franco-Prussian War. Some of the illustrations add mueh color. No new
information was found that is not in previous eatalogues and handbooks. The
prices have been brought up-to-date, which is important.

Under United States, the famous 1859 Jupiter Balloon cover, now in the
Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D. (., eommemorated in 1959 by Seott
U8, (054, is listed and illustrated. This reviewer was somewhat disappointed
with the all-too-brief references to a real aero-philatelic gem, the 1877 Buffalo
Balloon adhesive (Sanabrin U.S. No. 81). Also, Drs. Boesman should have
recorded that there are now three covers known with this adhesive, not two.
Furthermore, the illustration of a téte-béche pair of the stamp is not good, far
below the better quality of most of the other illustrations throughout the eata-
logue.

This is a most attractive and informative book from cover to cover. Tt
should be eavefully studied by those aero-philatelists seeking a new field. One
could even omit the 1870 Siege of Paris balloon eovers and still find a vast amount
of material to eolleet. This reviewer did not know that there was so much, and
he believes others may have the same impression. One warning, however. The
field is not for the stamp collector. It is aero-postal history ; there are just a few
Balloon stamps.

Over a period of many years, aero-philately has been blessed with the pub-
lication of some fine handbooks and eatalognes. This latest reference book from
Holland is a welcome addition. (H.M.G.)
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UNITED STATES
A Real Mystery Cover

FFigure 1 shows the front of an entire cover that has been in the posscssion
of our member, Bzra D. Cole. the well-known professional in Nyaeck, N. Y. In-
spite of his many yvears of experience with U. S, stamps and covers, Illl\ item has
stumped him.

The cover was mailed from Bermuda with two postage stamps seen at the
left paying 9 penee postage. The caneellation on them is very indistinet, re-
vealing nothing especially not the time of use.

I\Illll\l\ll“l!l‘st\l
WMEaTew I:-.

5- mau Alexandria,
T Bar

4 649 "‘.‘ 57th Street
New York City. U.S8.A.

par Avion -2
eyt i, %y
ke :
Figure |. (Photos by Boutrelle)
The other four United States air mail stamps add to the mystery. The top

three on the right are the complete set of the 1926 Map stamps (Secott C7-9).
The hottom 6-cent stamp is the orange air mail issued in 1934 (Seott C19). All
four stamps have the same straight-line caneellation **Reeceived without contents
at..."" Figure 2 shows this with the eolor of the stamp reduced in order to
see this eancellation.

The total U.S. air mail postage amounts to 51 cents. Even if these four
stamps had a regular dated post office cancellation, who can explain the rate?

A Hindenberg Cover?

Mr. Cole has shown this cover to several philatelists who are known as top

Wer* =d "'*“"'nl rnm‘"
£ T s o o e

4

Figure 2.
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students of U. 8. air mail rates in ovder to find the proper explanation. He can
report no sueeess.

Mr. Philip Silver, the Assistant Editor of the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS and
a well-known student of 17, S. air mails, had one explanation, which he thought
might be the answer but even he doubted if his explanation was correet. Mr.
Silver reasoned that sinee the 6G-cent orange air mail stamp was issued on June
30, 1934, the use of this cover must be dated after that time.

The eover could not have been intended for Graf Zeppelin mail, even though
this German airship made flights in 1934 and 1935. There were no Zeppelin
flights from the United States in 1934 nor 1935, only hetween Europe and Sonth
America.

There is a possibility that this cover was intended to be flown by the
“Hindenburg.”" This airship made several flights to the United States both
in 1935 and 1936.

But Mr. Philip Silver sees no evidence of this. If the writer of the Figure 1
cover had wanted it to fly from Lakehurst, N.J. to Germany, he surely would
have marked it ‘“‘via Hindenburg.”” Furthermore, the rate was 40 cents, not
51 cents as prepaid on this cover.

Can anyone solve this mystery cover?

PHILATELISTS

1968 OFFICERS

President ... N el = WILLIAM N. MEAD
vico President - - " s e T e WILLIAM H. MILLER, JR.
Secretary ... _HARRY A. HOLMAN
ORI B A e e e e TR LY S EL YR
DIRECTORS

Class of 1968 Class of 1969 Class of 1970
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Reserve your copy of the catalogue now.
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Sanabria 1966
The World Airmail Catalogue

More than 1300 pages
7500 illustrations!

The new World Airmail Catalogue is now ready. This, the most inform-
ative catalogue in the world, has been completely revised and updated.
Extras that you will get in the new Sanabria include:

lllustrations of all face different stamps . . . a help to all collectors and a
necessity for Topical collectors.

Souvenir sheets illustrated and priced.

Covers listed — of great importance; a stamp on cover can be worth many
times more than the same stamp off cover.

Quantities of stamps issued are given when known.
Proofs, essays and specimen are listed.

Many major listings in Sanabria do not appear until much later in other cata-
logues. Knowing these stamps from the outset can save many times the cost
of the catalogue. Examples:

The Italian Colonies 'Servicio di Stato' overprints were listed and priced at $17.50

each by Sanabria in the 1936 edition of the catalogue. These stamps, now worth
$500.00 each, ware not listed by Scott until 1953.

The Scadta surcharges of Ecuador were listed in Sanabria back in 1936; Scott first
listed them in 1958.

Chile #1-5, listed in Sanabria in 1936, appearsd in Scott in 1948.
The famous Earhart & Sarabia issues of Mexico were first included by Scott in 1956
. some twenty years after Sanabria had listed them.

The Air Fund issues of Turkey, in Sanabria since 1937, appeared in Scott for the first
time in 19&5.

There are more than 750 listings in Colombia alone which are not found in other cata.

logues.

These facts speak for themselves . . . be informed . . . know your stamps.

Order now ... PRICE $15.00

< anahria
Ridgefield, Conn. 06877

Phone: (203) 438 -3763



