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POLISH STAMPLESS COVERS 
Some New Information Since 1941 • 

by Stephen G. Rich 

·when Vincent Doma nsl, i, Jr., a nd I 
com pil ed the r epor t of Polish .Stamp­
less Covers which appeared in "The 
::,tamp S p ecia list," Orange Book, in 
m id--1~11. we a imed to include ever y c 
thing previously reported , as well as 
the covers we had or ha d seen. As far 
as we can tell, we did th is, with one 
exception . 1v\' e included everything 
listed in the 1936 and 1938 h a ndboolrn 
of Mikste in a nd Milrntein-Rachmanow, 
as far as we know, as well a s the m a ­
teria l in th e earlier books by Count 
Pola nski a nd b y Rachmanow. B ut we 
omitted Polish materia l r eported by 
E 'dwin Mueller in his articles, "Neu e 
B riefe u eber Alte" in "Die Postmarke," 
la te r publis hed as a bool<, a nd in one 
artic le in that journal , in tha t same 
year of 193 2, called forth by Mr. Muel­
ler's work. We then thoug ht tha t th e 
111 u e ller information was not complete 
er.oug h to b e usable. M y judg m e nt h as 
sin ce then changed. As ,Mr. Mueller's 
reports fit in with othe r m ateria l now 
r ecorded for the first. time, perhaps 
holdin g it back until now has made it 
actua lly easier to use a nd more va lu­
able than if previously presented . 

D er ek Palm er, of Santiago, Chile, 
has come into Polish phila t e ly as re­
cently as 1939. Since 1941 he has be­
come the own er of one of the four 
lar ges t collections of Polish s t a mpless 
-covers i11 a ll the Americas. His 
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courtesy in volunteering mu ch infor ­
mation h as rea lly made this a rticle 
possible. Not only h as Mr. Palmer 
furnished a ddition a l info rm ation on 
covers now owned by him a nd which 
were recorded in the Orange Book, 
but h e has a lso secured a number of 
covers hitherto unre ported, a nd h as 
g iven ample information on them. 
These are a ll covers from C'ongress 
Poland to Eng la nd. Apparently they 
have only recently come into phila­
telic h ands. Presumably it is only 
such finds of covers sent outside 
Poland that w ill now add to our Pol­
is h stampless r eco rds, s in ce war de­
struction a nd looting h ave most likely 
destroyed all Polish sources since 
1939. 

The r ecord of cove rs from the or­
iginal Kingdom of Pola nd before 1795_, 
receives four a ddition s , a ll from Mr. 
Mueller. He g ives u s a second report 
of the early L with crown in circle 
from Lublin in 1780. Unless this is 
the cover we r eported from the Choy­
nacki collection , now owned by Mr. 
Palmer, we have two u ses, both 1780-
a nd only 1802 use of this mll.rk under 

Fig, 1 - Fig. 2 



BEEBA 

BEEBA! Wha t a nig ht, what a par­
ty! Over three hundred tired a nd hot 
(hottest A ug ust 11th in years accord­
ing to the weather m a n) came from 
th e H otel La Sall e to learn the answer 
to the qu estion they h ad been asking, 
"Wha t is a Beeba ?" 

Were we to ten the story of the 
Beeba in detail , from th e moment of 
its fir st mention to the g lorious hour 
of its achievement, it would be t e ll­
ing the story of th e acm e in accom­
plishment an d cooperation a m on g 
members of a club. Who did what and 
when'? Should we mention the names 
of a few a nd be da mn ed for h aving 
failed to n a m e a ll? 

No, it w e r e bette r t o say, Polonu s 
did it again , not a n y one individua l, 
but under the ab le management of 
the Honorary Chairman, Mrs. Anne 
Mikucki. It was she who looked after 
all of the d e t a ils, r e mind ed members 
of their promises to bring things. 
supervised the preparation of the food 
an d then t h e tedious tasl, of c leaning 
up. It was s h e who a rra n ged for th e 
da ncers in native Polis h cos t ;1 m es-­
H was she, oh , why go on-she did it 
all. Yes, a nd the m e mber s h elped with 
a tremen d ous spirit of cooperation, the 
like of which Polonu s n ever experi ­
en ced before, to m a ke THAT evening 
much more of a success tha n was 
antic ipated. 

More tha n 300 par ticipa t ed in m e 
Beeba. After the Exhibition closed at 
the LaSale a t 10: 00 P. M.., the trek 
t o the Beeba began. By s treet car, by 
auto, and by t axi they came t o learn 
at first h a nd the a n swer to the ques ­
tion, "vVhat is a Beeb a?" Now they 
know. They a lso know w hat Polish 
hospita lity is. T h ey a lso know what 
goodfellowship a mong stamp collec­
t,, rs can really mean. 

E ach one of the g u es t s a t the 
Beeba r eceived a souvvenir of the oc­
casion- a bea utiful folder, prined in 
red, in which was reprodu ced the fiv e 
POLPE,X souvenir sfieets in minia­
ture. 

David Lidman, Stamp Editor of the 
Chicago Sun, a nd Publicity D i rector of 
the S . P. A. Golden Ju bilee a nd Chi­
p ex III h a d this to say abou t the Bee­
ba: 

"One of the most p leasant . events on 
the program was the Beeba, put on by 
the Polonus Philatelic Society on F-ri­
day nig ht. More than 300 attended the 

a ffair, which was sparked by native 
dan ces bY daughters of Society m em ­
bers, Jac k Domar's Natzelc jokes, 
musical numbers by the wife and 
daughter of John Rux a nd ple nty of 
excellent na ti ve food . It was a n eve­
ning long to be re membered b y those 
who a ttended." 

What more can we say. 

THIS 'n THAT 

The Auction to r a ise the bala n ce of 
our life m e mbership fee in the Polish 
Roman Catholic U nion Archives a nd 
Museums will be h e ld Friday, October 
27, 1944, a t the society's c lubrooms, 
1062 North Ashland Avenue, a t 8: 0~ 
P. M. 

• • • 
Most of the lots were d onated by 

Dr. Leon P. Ko zal{ie wicz. Other m em­
bers dona ting lots w er e Chester 
Mikucki, J acl< Domar, Myron Stec­
zynski, a nd Lester J a nkowski. 

* • • 
.T. Elmer Zin s m eiste r , Ed itor of the 

S. P . . A. J ourna l, sent in a very ni ce 
lot for this a u ction . E lm er is not a 
m e mber of Polonus. Tha nks a mil­
lion ! 

• • • 
Vincent D om a ns ki, Jr ., was e lecte d 

president of the Society of Phi la t e lic 
Am ericans. 

• • • 
Stephen G. R ich was elected treas­

ure r. 
* * • 

Pvt. Tha ddeu s J. Stasik in a le tter 
t o Roman Reinowski, Auction Man­
ager , said h e regretted h e ha d no 
m a t erial to send to the a u ction and 
enclosed $3.00 as his dona tion. Thanks 
ver y much T ed . 

* • • 
"Just dropping you a few lines to 

let you know that I got the June issue 
of the BULLETIN, and enjoyed it 
v ery much." T /Sgt. Charles Wrobel, 
Somewhere in Panama. 

* • • 
"My favorite column is THIS 'n 

TH'.AT. It g ives you a litle of every­
thing. Only it looks like Chicag,o 
m embers hold a monopoly on this col ­
umn. I b e lieve, th ::c t atfer th e wa.r is 
over, we, the non-Chicagoans, will 
have to get our h ands into the BUL-



LETIN." Pvt. Thaddeus J . Stasik. 

* * • 
A good idea, b·ut why wait until the 

war is over. Do it now. Se nd in n ews 
ite m s of yo ur ac ti v ities or of other 
m em be rs to the editor. 

* * * 
Some tim e ago, we inte n ded to reg­

is ter a co mpla int that we had little 
or no inform a tion of the ac tivities of 
ou r out of town m e mbe r s. Not h av ing 
it, we cou ld not m entio n it. We a r e 
happy to n o t e the comment oI m e m­
b e r Stasik. 

* * * 
One of the hig h lig h ts of the m eet­

in g preceedin g t h e Beeba was the 
presentation to the Soc iety of the 
flag of th e MS. Pilsuds!<i b y ·lin ce nt 
Dom ansl<i , .Jr. Vince expla in ed t hat a 
few yeai s ago this fl'.lg was given to 
l1i s late fath e r by t he then Captain 
of Poland ' s first Motor S hip. 

* * 
In the c o urse of the meetin g that 

followed the presentation it was de­
cided t h at Polon us should mal,e a g ift 
of this flag to the Polish noman 
C tth .. Le Union Archive s a nd Muse um 
a d the p roper repos itot·y of such an 
hi storic ite m. 

* • 
V ,:1Cent Dom,1ns1<i ' s rn uch h erald e d 

'. c, lJ.: was a n other of his worthwh ile 
cJntributions to Polish philately. Many 
of o ur members knew hi'.11 by na m e 
c-nly ai:d th rough the m any arti cles h e 
ha r.: \Vl'i t ten. 

* * * 
-,.: in cc taLed a bout a nd displ ayed th e 

]J , ovisionals of Poland or what i s corn-
1 .! nly h.nov.rn a s P ;,!i s h Locals. He at ­
tributed t h e wide variety to a misu n­
l G , sL:i ,~ding of the decrees a ncl direc­
tives of th e n ewly fo rm e d Min is try 
of osts and T elegraphs by the post­
n1as ters in t he s n1a ll to wns of Poland . 

'l'his issue of the BULLETIN co:11-
1_, lL tc.s ~t.e second year a nd begin s the 
tl1i, < .. My, how tim e d oes fl y. 

* * * 
One of the hig h spots of t h e Beeba 

was w h en Fritz Bilig thanked the 
members of the S:iciety, e n behalf of 
a ll those present, for a tni iy e nj oyable 
evening. Fritz tendered the the tha nks 
in Polish! 

They were s till t a lking a bout the 
Beeba a t th e A. P. s. convention in 
Milwaukee. 

* * * 
ln a ddition to Vince Domanski a nd 

S t eve R ich , Polonus entert a ined some 
of h e r out of town m embers. 

Dr. Babowicz a nd hi s wife, f lew in 
from Erie, Pa., jus t in time for the 
Beeba. 

* * * 
C lem Pulaski and his wife e njoyed 

th e mselves to no end at the Beeba a nd 
S. P. A . conve ntion. 

A lex vVaro t , of Hammond, Ind., 
m a d e one of his per iod ic v is its , Jorn­
ing in t h e festivities. A lex h as not 
missed a Bee ba! 

Ray Bartz a nd Mr. and M r 3. l(o lan ­
kow s ki, of Detr-oit, were h avin g fun 
.,and didn't miss a thing . 

'l'h e Old S le u t h of STAMPS said 
thi s befo r e the Beeba: "T h e Old S leuth 
learns t h at the Polonus Philatelic S o ­
c iey of C hi cago is pla nnin g on put­
ting on on e of th e ir famou s " beeba" 
parties at the forthcoming S. P. A.­
C hipex Golden Jubil ee s how in Chi­
cago this August. What is it? '\.Yell, 
r e lia b le inform ers t e ll the Old S le u t h 
that it's a t y pical Polish party with 
not only lots of fun but plenty of 
Polish dish es that appeal to m a n y ." 
'l'ha t was befo r e th e B eeba. ,vonde r 
w h a t h e will say now? 

NOTICE TO ALL M E MBERS 
RE 

KRAKOW ISSUE S 

Members of t h e society s ho u ld ex­
erc ise extreme caution w h e n purch as ­
in g the Krakow Issues, Sco tt's N6s . 41 
to 60. The cat a log carri es thi s warn­
in g "Collec tors are ,varned aga ins t 
cou nterfeits of Nos. 41 to 60." 

It is suggested that m e mbers com­
munica te with the Expe,-ts committee, 
cons is ting of Frank Wolosewicl<. a nd 
.John Ga p in s ki , before making a n y 
purchases, especia lly of t h e expen s ive 
items. 

Members w ill be surprised to know 
th a t most of the hig h er priced K.ra­
kows sold on the New Yo rk m arket 
a re bogus, fa kes or counterfeits . A 
good ru le to follow i s to s ubmit the 
s tamps for expertization first. 



ANNOUNCEMENT 

J ack Domar, Secr e tary, h as mailed 
the souvenir of the Beeba ~o ALL 
mem bers of t h e society who we:e not 
present that evenin:;. You should h ave 
your souvenir by the time you read 
t h is._ a n nouncement. 11'. for any reason 

There's a day coming when you'll 
want to stand up and cheer the great­
est victory in history. 

But let's not start cheering yet. 

In fact, let's not start it at all - over 
here. Let's leave it to the fellows who 
are doing the job to begin the cele-
brating. · 

Our leaders have told us that 
smashing the Axis will be a slow, 

you have no t received it, d rop a line 
to J ack. 

A limited n um be r oC t hese S. P. A . 
--C hipex HI souvenirs are availab le 
for d istri b u tion. S h ould yo u des ire an 
extra copy, send 15 cents to Adam 
Kloskowski, 2528 N. · D r ake Avevnue, 
C h icago 47, Ilinois. 

dangerous, bloody job. 

If we at home start throwing our 
hats in the air and easing up before 
the job's completely done, it will be 
slower, more dangerous, bloodier. 

Right now, it's up to us to keep on 
buying War Bonds until this war is 
won. 

If we do that, we'll have the right to 
join the cheering when the time comes. 



At:strian rule as la ter report of it. 
(Jllustration 1.). 

Th e \ ,\/ and crown without circle 
is rnporte cl from \Va rsaw in 1890; as 
for t h e Lublin cover i t i s e i ther a 
second piece of the same elate as pre­
v io us ly kov.,n, or a second report of 
the Co unt Pol::tnski cover. The v\l a nd 
c: ow n in c irc le from , ,varsaw is like ­
wise re pJrteo. in 1787 use; again this 
m a -., :.e n. seco:cd report of the Count 
Polans', i cove:·. The Groclno m arl, w ith 
fu ll t ow;, n a me a nd c:·own in circle is 
r e ported from 1787; again this may be 
either a different piece or th e Bisier 

ALEX01i\ 
1 AUGUST! 

Fig. 3 

cover we repo: tecl. As the Groclno 
m cll'k has n ot hitherto b een separately 
iiJL stratecl in any soe1rce in .2.n g li s h, 
but only in a photo of one cover, Il­
lustration 2 is g iven herewith . 

All these , marks prior to 1795 ap­
pear t o have been in black. 

Two interesting cases of m a nu­
script town marks on Polish stamp­
less covers, deserve to be recorded 
h e re. A. Sch olz. in "Die Postmarke," 
.1un e 20, 1.. 32 , 1eports the:n; his article 
is not primarily on Polish stampless. 
One is "ViTarschau" in reel manu ~ 
script, April 8, 1805, on a le tter to 
Treolin in Farther Pomeran ia, be­
tween Rurnmelsburg and Stolp. As 
v\/arsaw was German-held from 1795 
to 1807, this is presumably a nornrnl 
mark of the period of the Partitions. 
It is the second item of this period 
thus far known; the first being Lub­
lin 1802, mentioned earlier. 

Mr. Scholz's second piece is a cov ­
er from Pyzdry, to a n add ress in 
Prussia. Tt bea rs in blue ms. "Peisern 
cl.22 Ma rz 1819." Th e German n a m e 
of this town is used , thoug h it was 
ju s t w ithin the Polish borde1·. lt bea rs 
the da ted d ouble straight lin e marks 
of Konin "'.Warch 24 arid the Prussian 
office Strzalkowo March 24. 

Mr. Polanski and Mr. Rachmanow 
had included Strzalkowo among th e 
Polish elated double st:·aig ht lin es il­
l1.1-:tratecl; and in the o ~ange Book we 
f ollowed them in including it among 
':rh e Polish offices. Checkin g on m a ps 
s hows that this office was just across 
t h e border in Prussian-held territory, 
ancl on the stage route from Warsaw 

to P oznan v ia Kutno a nd Konin. The 
St1·zalkowo li stings therefore belong 
in th e Prussian-held group, not where 
th ey h ave previously been placed. Mr. 
Scholz',; item is earlie i· by severa l 
;,1 e, ne1s tha n hith e rto recorded. 

From ll1 r. Mu eller WEa r eport three 
more Polish elated clo uble straig ht line 
,narks, in th e style or Illustration 3. 
Kalisz aclcls a n ew year of u se within 
the l-; nown range; ,va rszawa is some 
mo:1tl1s earlier than hitherto reported ; 
\\'e.iwery is an entirely n ew listing. 
182 6 KALISZ Sept. 15 Red 
1819 \':ARSZAWA April 29 Reel 
1838 vVEJ~TERY June 2 Red 

Mr. Mueller, from whom we had the 

Fig. 4 Fig. 5 

Cracow oval , of the Republic of Cra­
cow office, in 1838 (Illustrated 4) , re­
ports it from Sept. 7, 1837 , in the 
articles men ti on eel . 

Mr. Mueller furth er ascribes a 
double straig h t lin e m a rk , reading 
KRAKAU 17 APR., used in 1846, pre­
sumably in black , to th e Pruss ia n of­
fi ce in that c ity. It mav well be such. 
but eviden ce for its orig in is as yet not 
published. Mr. Mueller's picture shows 
numerals similar in style to those on 
the Strzalkowo mark, a nd the month 
is abbreviated after the Prussian and 
Austrian style. 

He also mentions the m ark read­
ing "Cracovie" in upper a ncl lower 
case. used in he 1820's stating tha t it 
i s not a Republic of C racow m a rk nor 
that of an office in th e city . It i s 
he states, an Austrian mark showing 
origin of letter w ithin the R epublic of 
Cracow, allied as a tra nsit mark at 
th e border offi ce, Poclgorce. on mail 
not previously postmarked. 

A few stampless covers fr om Prus­
sian0helcl Poland, usually not recog-· 
nizecl as Polish, h ave found report in 
various arti cles. Mention has been 
mar'e of the :S lrzallwwo elated double 
straight lin e. , .. hich had been taken as 
r,f Poland prope r , by p revious listers. 
Poznan had an inte resting r imless 
c ircle type, rea ding POSEN, in use in 
1837, in black , according to Oswald 
Bourne in "The Ph ilatelist" (London) 
Nov. 1942. 



Tllu ss tration 5 is a tracing of Mr. 
Bourne·s picture; size not guaran­
teed accurate. Poznan also used a 
double circle type, again rea ding PO­
SEN, mu ch like the "Thorn" type of 
T orun shown as Fig. 11 in the Orange 
Book, in the 1850's . Mr. Palmer has 
reported to m e a 30 mm . single circle 
reading THORN, Aug. 1; 1844 use in 
black. from 'I'orun . I add a 'DHORN 
s ing le c ircle, 21 mm., black, 1842, as 
r eceiving mark on a cover from War­
saw, in my own collection. 

Several additions to the list of sin­
gle straight line marks either give 
us new early dates or complete the 
information on those reported pre­
viously. Illustra tion 6 shows the style. 

lGOMBIN] 
Fig. 6 

Ozorkow a nd Sieradz are entirely 
new; .Sieradz is the earliest date for 
this type yet known . Can the Sieradz: 
item be a poor stril,e of a doted 
double line marl<? The supplier of 
the information is n amed with each 
item: 1845- MIEDZYZEC, Boxed 4 
mm., Red (Palmer). 1839-OZORK­
O',V, Not boxed 5 mm. , Black ( ?) 
\Pa lm er). 18 21-SIERADZ, Not boxed 
6 mm., Black (Mueller). 1837-SEY -
NY, Boxed 4 mm., Black (Mueller) . 
1832-WLADISLA wo·w , Boxed 3 mm. 
B laclc (Mueller). 

The early c ircles, contemporary 
with the single stra ig ht line marks, 
a r e increased by several new items. 

The smallest vVarsaw circle type, 
the 17 mm. known hithe rto from 1853 
o nly , is reported by Mr. Palmer from 
1850, a nd thus finds place in the · "ear­
ly ci rc les" group. The date is Aug. 27, 
1850, and the color r ed. The 1853 re­
port of it in the Orange Book omitted 
mention of color: it is a lso red, on a 
cover in my collei::tion. 

As in th e Orange Book the new 
circl e marl<s items are. here listed up 
to 1850, in chronological order. Source 
is named with each: 1828 (Dec. 5)­
W ARSZA WA, 19 mm., Red. No dash 
in date (Mueller). (Previously known 
1829 only.) 1838 (Sept. 20)-MIE­
CHOvV, size n ot sure, Red. Year dat e 
at bottom (Mueller). 1843 , 1847-
Vf ARZA\~T A, 19 mm ., Red. Th e la ter 
bold-letter type (Palmer). (Previous­
ly known 1840, 1845 to 1850) . 1844 
(July 31)-V'LOCLAWEK, 30 mm., 

Red. Date in ms. (Palmer). 1848 (Nov. 
13)~RADOM, 23 mm. , Red (Mueller) . 
(In the 1840's)-SUWALKI, 19 mm., 
Red (Mueller). 1850 (May ll)~WAR­
SZAW A, 34 mm ., Red (Palm er). 1850 
(Aug. 27) - WARSZAWA, 17 mm., 
Red (Palmer). Previously known 1853 
only, a lso in red. 

A number of circle town marks are 
lrnown, on which the dates are not 
ye t to be ha d. By their style or fea­
tt,res, they clearly belong with the 
early circles; but in many cases they 
continued in use into the 1860's and 
th e period of stamps. Those known 
hith erto are illustrated as Fig. 30, in 
t h e Orange Book. Mr. Mueller shows 
the same Osieciny 19 mm. mark as 
there pictured, with star at bottom, 
noting it as in red, but without year 
id entification. He adds KONIN, 18 
mm. circle in red, a lso without year 
being known. 

Until space will permit of present­
ing a full list of the later circle marks, 
perh aps set forth after the m a nner 
of the U. S. Stampless Cover Catalog, 
a ll mention of this large and inter­
esting group must be deferred. For­
tunately, I h ave nothin g from any of 
my informants a nd sources on this 
group, and can omit it without harm­
ing this a rti cle. Me m oran da made in 
1841 have been preserved, and thus 
a future article is assured. 

When w e come to the "fancies," no 
n ew items can be li s ted, but Mr. 
Mue!ler helps us with information on 
several that h a ve bee n reported, 

The oval of Olkusz (Illustration 8) 
is reported by him from 1831 in red, 
with manuscript date 10 over 6 (June 
1-0). . 

The oval - of Zolkiewka is reported 
by him from 1846 in red, same date 
as g iven by us in t h e Orange Book, 

Fig. 7 
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a pparently from th e same cover. 
Th e h a lf - circ le of Tu rel< (Illustra ­

ti on 9) is reported by him from 1841, 
color not m entio n ed, but presuma bly 
in red s in ce this is the only color 
otherwise r eported. Mr. M uelle r shows 
it with m a nuscript date, same day 
and month as in the .fig ure (Dec. 1). 
I am ' a little unwilling to think that 
both ms. and in ser t ed s lug dates 
w ould be u sed on the s a me day ; the 
ch a n ce of m arks of the same day in 
dif'fe rent years being p reserved is very 
thin; a nd M r. Mueller's pic ture seems 
to be a n actu a l photograph. Hence I 
report an unsolved puzzle here, to 
add zes t t o early Polish philately. 
Mr. Mueller, like Mr. R achmanpw in 
his great book, says this is a brol,en­
off d o uble c irc le m a rk; but his picture 
would indica t e that it was made as 
an arc type. 

The double circle of Radomsk is 
r e ported by him in red, with manu­
~cript date instead of slugs-again 
same day and month as illustrated 
with date in slugs by Mr. Rachmanow 
a nd in th <ci Orange Boole He .says this 
mark is "later than 185 0." 'l'he same 
problem as with the Turek half circle 
is he/~ again: an unlikely coincidence. 
The fact ·that it happens twice makes 
me suspect tha t M r. Mueller is cor­
rect in both cases, a nd the other art­
ist incorrectly showed d a te in slugs 
in each case. F urther information 
much wan ted in both cases. 

The 19 mm. small double circle of 
Zawichost, with ms. day. month and 
part of year, is repor ted by him in 
red, dated 29 over 5 (May 29) and 
year fill e d in as 1852 (52 in ms. , 18 
part of handstamp). As this type ha•; 
not been pic tured in any article in 
E ng lish, Illustration 10 reprints Mr. 
Polanski ' s picture of it. 

Mr. Palmer has given m a terial add­
itions to our information on the late 
bilingua l straight line marks. Thanks 
tc• him, and with mu ch a ppreciation, 
I give the height of lettering for a 
num l,er of items on which it could 
not be had in 19'11. The fact that he 
did not volunteer to furnish dates al­
su, may be taken as presumable evi­
dence that the covers themselves bear 
no year d atin g indications. The sizes 
~ s here listed go into the gaps in the 
t ab le on p age 94 of the Ornnge Book, 
but are worth reporting in any case. 
I a dd that I now su s pect that some at 
lE.as t of these items may be earlier 
tha n 1865-67 as given in the heading 

of that t a ble. 
ALEXANDROW 
BRESC KUJAWSKI 

DOBRZYN N/W 
GROJEC 
JEDRZEJOW 
NIESZAWA 

4 mm. 
4 mm. 

or a little less 
4 mm. scant 
4 mm . 
4 mm . 
3 mm. 

NOWO ALEXANDRYA 2 min. 
(in 4 lines) 

PILlCA 4 mm . 
PRZEDIESClE PRAGA 3 mm. 
TIADZIEJOvV 4 mm. 
RYPIN 4 mm. scant 
SIERPC 4 mm. scant 
FlOTRKOW KUJAWSKI 3 mm . scant 
v\•LOSZCOZOWA 5 mm. 

F ina lly, the use of th e FRANCO 
r a te ·mark in boxed arc can now be 
dated back some years. Mr. Palme1· 
reports it, on le tte rs to England, as 
follows, on cov ers whose town m a rks 
h a v e found listing earlier in this ar ­
ticle. This is the · mark with m a nu-

Fig. 11 Fig. 12 

script actual rates a dded beneath it, 
as shown in Ilustration 12. 

Warszawa, 
Vi' loclwa w ek , 

Nov. 24, 1843, red 
July 31, 1944, r ed 

The actual manuscript r a t es a.r e 
most interesting. The 1843 ViTa r saw 
cove-r has 55½ and 90½, both in m s . 
beneath the "F'ra nco" h a nd-sta mp. 
The Wloclawek cover of 1844 has this 
in manusc ript (all in column benea th 
the handstamp; some figures not en­
tirely clear). 

Polsldu 
Pruskiu 
Morskiu 
agio 

16½ 
45 
12 
4½ 

78 

The whole matte r of r a tes m ay 
some day form a separate article of 
som e length, if enough information 
can be found to make a r easonably 
complete and coherent story. 

Meanwhile, the record of Polish 
stampless covers must rest a t the 
point here reached. 

Non-postal marks of various sorts 
occur on Polish stampless. Thus, my 



@) 
Fig. 13 

1842 Jetter from Posen to T o run h ~ s, 
in addition to th e 21 mm. THORN 
r€ceiv ing mark, a 23 mm. black cus­
toms mark, single circle with Prus­
sian eagle in center, inscribed "K .PR. 
HAUPT ZOLL AMT THORN." : n this 
same class I tentatively place a 16 
mm. circle mark, shown as Illust .. a­
tion 13, and which occurs on a cover 
of m ine from Kalisz , unknow n date , 
with red Kalisz dated double _ lin e 
p0stmark and black boxed O .' ficial 
Business mark same as Fig. 51 in the 
Orange Book , to Krotos:<yn (then 
Prussian held) . Bourne, in "The 
Philatelist, November, 1942, shows a 
similar mark, calling it "a Berlin in ­
stru ctional marking used on letters 
circa 1832 on which there was mo• e 
to pay." Further inform a tion wou ld 
be welcome. 

MONTE CASSINO ISSUE 
by Lester Jankows ki 

To commemorate the victory of the 
Polish troops in the battle of Monte 
Cassino, on May _ 18, 1944 the Polish 
G1overnment in Exile (London) issued 
a ser ies of four stamps. Fou r values 
of t h e first "Offices Abroad" series, 
3K5, 3K6, 3K7 and 3K8 were over­
printed in blue in two Jines, Monte 
Cassino/18 .V.1944 

A single bar, in blue. obliterates 
the original inscription on a ll values 
except the 3K8, in which case a double 
bar was used. The original values are 
obli terated by three bars in each case. 
T h e new values are surcharged as fo l ­
lows: 45 Gr ori 75 Gr (3K5), 55 Gr on 
80 Gr (3K6), 80 Gr on 1 Zl (3K7), 
and .ZI 1/Gr 20 on Z l 1/Gr 50 (3,K8). 

These stamps were printed "in ac­
cordance with the Universal P ostal 
Conventions in 1939" and are valid on 
mail posted aboard Polish merchant 
vessels and warships. 

From a cover at hand that purposts 
to be a First Day Cover, it is con ­
c luded that June 27, 1944 was the fi rst 
day of issue. No information is at 
hand as to the identity of the prin ter 

of the overprint and surcharge. 
The official. a nnouncement states 

that the issue is limited to 50,000 sets. 
This announcement has r esulted in a 
terrific scramble for the stamps and 
for first day covers. The stamps have 
a face value of fifty-one (51) cents. 
• rJlustrations are by cou rtesty of the 
"\Veekly Philatelic Goss ip. 

Buy War Bonds & Stamps 



POLISH PHILATIELY IN AMERICA* 

by Bert 'Powell 

Poli s h philately has h a d its devotees 
in th e United States for a great m a ny 
year; just h ow m a n y is not de finite ly 
known. However, when famous Polish 
stamp colection s in thi s 9ountry a r e 
.mention ed, su ch nam es as t ha t of 
Domanski, Kozakiewicz, Rich , Godlef 
a nd Lewandowski are imediate ly 
brought to mind. Most of these gen­
tl emen were exhibitin g their Polish 
holdings, in s t a mp exhibitions here 
and abroad , long before organized 
Polish philately was ever born in t h is 
country. In this field , a ll credit must 
be given these men for pioneerin g 
the stamps of Poland in the United 
Stat es. In many cases, th eir collections 
are intern a tionally known. Some of 
t hese philat elist9, 8/S for example, 
Messrs. Doman~ki and Rich , h a ve 
done cons idera ble writing on various 
ph81ses of Polish stamps and their 
articles have done much to add t o the 
philatelic record of Poland in this 
country. Their treatise on Poland's 
first stamp (Poland No. 1) sometimes 
known as the "Lone Adhesive," for 
example, is not on ly of a very high 
order, but is a lso the most learned 
and complete in the English language. 
S ince the plundering Nazis have is­
sued orders t o burn all Polish books in 
t hat country, it is n ot unreason a ble 
to assum e tha t philatelic worlrn .on the 
s ta mps of P ola nd compiled by such 
famous philatelic s tu dents as Mik ­
stein , Rachmanow, Gryzewski a nd 
Rembielinski have not escaped the 
self-s tyled, ''superiq' Aryan's" sys­
tematic stamping out of Polish cul ­
ture. It is fortunate indeed, therefore, 
that Polish philatelic . writings pub­
lished in this country, are preserved 
for the record. 

The great h a ndbook on Polish 
stamps printed in tha t language a nd 
published in Poland is e ntitled Ika ros . 
From t h e known record , it is extrem e ­
ly doubtfu l if more tlian twelve to 
eighteen copies are known t o exist in 
this country. Th e importation of this 
truly great Polish philatelic refe rence 
work stopped w ith the commencement 
of the bruta l a nd unpro vok ed hos­
tilities by the murdering Nazi hordes. 
The limited number of copies of "Ika -

* Reprinted from THE POLISH RE­
VIEW'. 

ros," in the h a nd s of American col ­
lec tors, together with the a ddition of 
the articles written by Polish col­
lec tors in this country, will undou bted­
ly form a very necessa ry a id in re ­
es tablishing the philatelic r ecord in 
Poland, when freedom com es there 
again. The contribution of American 
a id will prove invaluable! 

Organized Polish Philately 
The record s hows tha t it was not 

until J a nua ry , 1938, that the first 
Polish stamp club was formed in this 
country. To Buffa lo , N ew York, goes 
the honor of being the fir s t city 
wherin organized Polish philately was 
born. The n a m e, fittingly ch osen for 
the new society was, Th e White Eagle 
Stamp Club. Pressing the newly­
formed organization for the honored 
"first ," was the Pulaski ' Phila telic 
Club of .D~trolt, Michigan, which came 
into existence just one month later; 
February 1938. 

The largest a nd no-w possibly the 
m ost aggressive a nd active grou p, the 
Polonu s Philatelic Society was orga­
nized in Chicago, Illinois, in F ebruary 
1939. Oth er Polish s t a mp g rou p s fo l­
lowed the formation of the three clubs 
mentioned above, from tim e to t ime, 
unti l now there are about s ix Polish 
stamp clubs known to be in exis­
tence. Of course in stamp clubs, Hke 
in everything e lse, the war h as ma de 
itself felt. While attendance has n o 
doubt fallen off, yet in many cases a 
few of the ac tive m embers continu e to 
carry on the good work. It is safe to 
assume that afte r the cessation of 
hos tilities, Polis h phi la t elies in the 
U nited States will grow as it never 
has before, du e to t h e unceasin g pub ­
licity and work being carried on by 
the societies now in exis tence. 

A r ecord has been compiled by the 
a uthor of the various Polish s t a mp 
clubs known in this country, and 
where the h istory of su ch an organi­
zation is a lso l,nown , it has b een 
kept for the record. This record is n ow 
being publis h ed fo r t h e first time to­
gether with the names of t h e various 
contact person s in the organiza tion 
when such is known . 

The White Eagle Stamp Club o.f 
Buffalo, N . Y . 

This club was organized in J anuary 



1938, under the a uspices of the publi­
ca tion in tha t c ity known in E n g li sh 
as Pol is h Everybodys Daily. Th is or­
ganization h as a record of severa l un­
usual a nd large stamp exhibitions to 
its credit a nd was the first group in 
Ame rica to h o ld a stamp exhibition 
as a P olis h group. Other accomplish ­
ments in clude a r ecord of several 
stamp a u ctions, the proceds of which 
were don a t ed to the various Polish 
R elief F unds. ·when war came to Po ­
la nd, organ ized Polish P hila tely w as 
qui ck to come w ith aicl, a ncl this 
group w as one of the very firs t to clo 
so. It is the custom in this cou ntry 
to issue souven ir s h eets in connection 
with phi la telic exhibits ancl since the 
W hite Eag le Stam n Club was the first 
Polish stamp club ever to h olcl a n 
exhibit in this cou ntry, the ir sou­
ve nir s h eet issuecl for the affair be ­
comes the first such remembra nce to 
be issued in this country by a. Polis h 
g roup. '.l'he sheet was a very artistic 
one printed in the languages of the 
two coun t r ies and designed by Mr. 
Stanley Arnstein of that club who is 
a n artis t. 

This club is a lso extremely proud of 
t h e fact tha t it has h ad the h on or of 
receiving the Apostolic Benediction 
from His Holiness, Pope P ius XII. 
Mr. Joseph Wiza, 258 Wilson Ave., 
Buffalo, New York, w ill be very h a ppy 
to answer a n y inquiries perta inin g to 
this organiza tion. 

The Pulaski Philatelic Club of Detroit 
Michigan 

This group was formed in February 
1938, just one month aft er th e start of 
the White Eagle Stamp Club, and h as 
a most envia ble r ecord of accomplish­
ment. It has a national reputation for 
the general excellence of its philatelic 
exhibition a nd in early days of or­
ganized Po lis h philately, the club 
probably exhibited more Polish stamps 
t ha n a n y other similar group then in 
existence. It has done much to awa lrnn 
inter est in Polish Philately a m ong 
collectors in the Detroit area. As so 
m a n y Poles, the club· s members are 
not only interested in Polish stamps, 
but in a ll things Polish. Mrs. The­
ophilia Sawicka, a ch a rter member 
of this clu b, h as d on ated historical 
m a teria l pe rtaining to The Poli sh 
White Cross of World W a r I days; to 
the P.R.C.U. museum in Chicago, thus 
preser v ing for posterity the charit­
ab le ch ::ipt er as play ed by the Poles 

of th is country to their less fortunate 
brethren in Pola ncl. 

One of the m os t di"a matic ch a pters 
in this c lub's hi s tory is the importa nt 
part which t h ey played in th e famous 
v\-orld Wide Convention of 1940, which 
was h eld in this city. Not only did 
they h ave a large d is play of Polish 
s t a mps in th e ex hibition h eld in con­
nection with th e conventi on, but they 
w e r e a lso responsible for a beautifu lly 
printed program for t h e affair- which 

• was the only program g iven by a ny 
g roup a t the convention . This club 
a lso ac ted as h os t s to visiting Polish 
delegates a n d the series of informal 
parties g iven t h e visiting gues t s, are 
still a pleasant r ememb ra n ce by the 
many collectors w h o a ttended t h em. 

A hig h h onor was paid the Pulaski 
Philat e li c Clu b at this convention. 
Th ey were presented with a beautifu l 
gold Bielce trophy in recognition of 
their achievemen t s in Polish Phila­
tely-. 

Detroit being the a rsenal' of demo ­
cracy, a nd m a ny of the club's members 
being in war work, it is but n a tura l 
that the war has temporarily lessened 
the club 's ac tivi ty, but h as not daun ­
ted their spiri t of progress, for t h ey 
a re still forg ing a hea d in Polis h phila­
t e lic fields. 

Mr. Frank J a n cowski, one of the 
m ost active of the charter m embers 
of this c lub, r esides a t 3588 Frederick 
S treet in Detroit, Michigan, a nd w ill be 
g la d to h ear from a n y one th a t may 
be interested in his c lub. 

Polonus Philatelic Society, of C1hi ­
cago, Illinois 

This internationally know n Polish 
philatelic socie t y had its in ception in 
Chicago, Illinois , F eb ruary, · 1939, and 
has consistently added to its la urels 
ever s in ce it w as formed. It i s beyond 
a doubt the most leading a nd active 
society for Polish stamp collec tors in 
this countr y. Polish s t amps were 
rarely, if ever observed in Chicago­
land stamp exhibits previous to the 
forma tion of this dynamic g roup. 
Amon g their record of importa•t Po­
lish philatelic accomplishments are : 
g igantic displays of Polis h stamps in 
their g reat annual s h ow, the "Polpex," 
its la r ge international m embership, its 
past radio activity in publicizing th e 
s ta mps of Pola nd, its h elpfu l coopera­
tion in the revis ion of the Poli sh secs 
tion of Scott's cat a log of stamps , its 
aggr essive a nd consta nt publicity 



campaign o n the stamps of Poland, its 
active junior programs a nd last but 
not least-the p u i) li 2ation of i ls ·ow ,1 
organ, ·The Polonus Bu ll etin ," w hich 
is one of the best written publications 
of' i ts kind in this country. 

The reco rd wou ld not be compl e te 
without mentioning th e ac tive cam­
paig n condu cted by Po lon us in 1943 to 
bring th e first day of sale of the Po­
lish F lag stamp to Chi2a g o. The cam ­
p a ign was entire ly S..iCCessful, w i th the 
r es ult tha t on ly the Polis h F lag stamp 
of a ll the fl ag stamp issues was sold 
in two cities; vVashington and Chi­
cago on t h e first d '.ty of issuan ce. I m ­
portant Ame,·ican a n d Polish of ficials 
partic ipating in the open ing day cere ­
m c nies, as well as the Polonus Phila ­
t e li c Society w hose aggress ive cam­
pai.;n resu l ted in the f irst day of sale 
a lso bein g brou '.;ht to Chicago . Great 
credit is du e Mr. M. E. Steczynski, the 
pres iden t of Polonu s for his h a rd 
work and active part in the campaign. 

This society is a lso extremely active 
in participations of various s t amp ex ­
hib its t hroughout th e country and 
h ave thus a ttracted much favor able 
pu b licity t o Polis h stamps through 
this mea n s. Numbered in its ranks a re 
m a ny membe rs w h o are well informed 
students and write r s on the sta mps of 
Poland. At this very con vention , a 
sp ecia l m eeting w ill be Rlrnn~ored by 
Polon u s , w h erein the origin~' resea rch 
work on the much debated Cracow 
issues will be demonstra ted hv two of 
t h eir ab lest and well informed mem ­
bers, Messrs. J. Gapinski a.rd F. E . 
Wolosewick. This important m eeting 
is expected to be on e of thi, nhil a telic 
hig hlights of the p r esent ~M~ven tion. 
Th e r ecord would n ot bP. c:omplete 
w ithout a mention of the fem-ed Polo ­
n us Beeba's which are an nua lly g iven 
by t h e society durin g Interna tional 
P hila telic 'ViTeek for Chicagoland col­
lectors. Th e Beeba's are a perma nent 
in stitution in Chicagola nd phila telic 
social activ i ties . Many m ore su ccess ­
fu l accompli shments could be li sted 
would the space permit. Mr. J aclc Do ­
rnar, the chai rman of the member­
sh ip commi ttee, r esides at 3715 Clinton 
Aven ue, B erwy n , Illin ois , a nd w ill be 
g lad to a n swer a ny interested in­
quiries concerning t h e organization. 

Kosciuszko Ph ilatelic Society of Cleve • 
land, Ohio 

This soc iety was or ganized during 
the 46th Annu a l Convention of the So-

ciety of P hilatelic American s, h e ld in 
Cleveland , Ohio, during August 29 to 
September 1, 1940. Members of Polo­
nus w ho a lso belonged t o t h e Society 
of P hila t e li c Americans a nd who were 
in a ttend a nce a t the con vention , he lped 
in the form ulation o f the C levela nd 
g roup. 

T h ough not h eard from very fre­
q u ently, th e writer understands, 
thou g h s low, n ever theless progress is 
stea dy and t hat the society con tinues 
t o flourish. 

Sometime ago, the secr etary, 1\1'r. 
Jan Konw inski, advised tha t thi s 
g roup met on the secon d a nd fourth 
Friday of each month in the Pol is h 
National A llia n ce Horne, Coun c il No. 6, 
locat ed a t 7205 F 'ull e nun A ven ue, 
Cleveland, Ohio. Mr. Konwinski's ad­
dress is 7209 Pfi,rk Aven ue in tha t c ity, 
a n d h e w ill be g lad to answer a ll in­
t e rested inquiries. 

Polonica Philatelic Society of New 
York, New Yor i!: 

Accordin g to a n advertisemen t a p­
pearing i n the February, 1942, issue 
of the Polonus Magazin e, thi s s-:ic ie ty 
was formed on Octob er 13 , 1942. T h e 
writer does n ot possess much infor ­
m a tion on t hi s group with t h e excep­
tion of a few detail s con cerning this 
meeting p lace. In the same advertise­
ment as m ention ed above, the so~iety 
men t ions th a t it meets ever y fourth 
'Sunday of the month in Do rn Naro ­
dowy (National Home Bu ilding ) lo­
ca ted at 19 - 23 St. Mar lrn P lace, New 
York, New Yori<. Th e m eetings com­
mence a t 4 o'clock P. l\lI. 

No doubt , M r. vVaclaw H. Komor­
owski, one of the offi cia ls of that club, 
would be interested to answer any 
inquiries addressed to him at the Dom 
Narodowy. 

Paderewski Philatelic Club of 
Detroit, Michigan 

According to the r ecord, t h is or­
ganization h eld th e ir first m eeting on 
Sunday, March 2, 1941, at the Art 
Stamp S h oppe located a t 5348 Chene 
Street, of Detroit, Mi ch igan . 

T h e club was appa rently spon sored 
by Mr. and Mrs. Cass Matern icki, w h o 
are t h e proprietor.s of th e Art Stamp 
Sh oppe. vVe believe that the club w as 
organized for juniors but complete de­
ta ils a re n ot a t hand at th e presen t 
time. No n ews of th e organization h as 
appeared in t h e recent philatelic press 
but no doubt, interested Inquiries ad-



dressed to the Maternicki' s w ill evok e 
a prom pt respon se. 

Contra r y to gen eral o p1n10n. Poli s_h 
'C'o ll ectors a r e not only interested in 
Polis h stamps a lone, but for hi storical 
1·easons in severa l othe r countri es' 
e mi ss ions as well. A s a rul e, they 
collec t in addition to Polish stamps, 
those of Allenstein, Marie n werder, 
Centra l Lithuania, Eastern S ilesia, 
Upper S ilesia a nd A u s tria n Military 
stamps as well. S om e speciali s ts col­
lec t Pola nd under Austria . Russia a nd 
Germany a lso. so it m ay be ob ser ved 
that the field of Poli8h phiiate ly fo r 
s pe cia lization is indeea a 1a r ge one. 

Thu s we h ave seen Poli sh phila t e ly 
co ntinu e to g r ow. Now th a t t h e Nazis 
h ave done s u ch a thorough job of 
bom bing Pola nd, the g lory that was 
h e r s con tinues to live on Polish stamps 
a nd through the work of Polish s tamp 
clubs in exhibiting, attr acts favorab le 
a ttention to the Polish cause . 

S. P. A . AND C H IPE X I ll NOTES 

V in cent Doma n ski, Jr. a n d Stephen 
G. Rich exhibited in th e Row of Hon ­
or a t the recent Chipex Ill a nd r e ­
cei ved special plaques. 

• • 
Vin ce exhibited two fra m es of his 

Pola nd No . 1, a nd Steve showed two 
frames of his Cape of Good Hope Tri­
a n g les. 

* * * * 
The fo lowing members of l'olon us 

exhi bited for competition a nd won 
a w a rds as indicat ed: 

John Bobo exhibited "A selecti on of 
Sn uff Reven u e Stamps of t h e U. S . 
THIRD AWARJD. 

Steph en G. Rich exhibited "Natal : 
Select ed pages mostly 19th Century, 
from a well developed collection." 
SECOND AW ARD. 

Stephen G . Rich a lso exhibi ted "Or­
a nge F1·ee State: The Independent Re­
public before . 1900; a highly special ­
ized coll ection. " FJRST A Vi' ARD. 

Stanley B ia llrnwsl<i exhibited "A 
complete collection of semi-postals of 
A ustria a nd Saar, mint, in very fine 
condition ." 

Bert Powell exhib ited "A study of 
Pola nd No. 1, on and off cover; a lso 
oth e r earl y issues showing proofs, 
can cellations, varieties, odd ities, in ver­
ted s urcharge a nd pe rforation e rror s." 

Ma tthew E. yzn anski , M. D. , exhibi-

t ecl " Ma rienwe rde r , a specia lized and 
phila t e lic s tudy of the plebiscite 
s t a mps of th is co un try." Vincent 
Domanski, Jr. , POLAND A W ARD. 

Ben R eeves exhibited "Fran ce-Its 
p os ta l history as sh own by its s t a mp 
a nd cancellations from 1849-1870, in­
clu din g· covers from tl1 e Napo leonic 
era and the Bordeaux issu e." F1RST 
AW:ARD. 

Ben R eeves a lso exhibited "The His­
tcry of Precancels . Selected pages 
from a n ex t en s ive co llec ti on of pos­
t age stamps of th e U. S. a nd fore ign 
precancel iss uin g countries. Some on 
origina l cover.' F IRST AvVARD a nd 
Col. Hans Lagerlof Precancel Award. 

Myr on E. Steczynski exhibited 
"Poland-Flig h t covers." T I:IIRD 
AW ARD and Special Poland award 
don a ted by t h e Polish In formation 
Center. 

Myron E . Steczwn s ki a lso ex hibited 
"First showing· of 'iV,a r saw Locals , 
featuring pla ting.'' 

Thaddeus L . S ta n czak ' exhibited 
"Vatican City-Special F lig h ts, Zep­
pelin Flig hts." 

L ester Jankowski exh ibited '"Pre­
cance ls of A u s tria . Selec t ed pages from 
a specia lized coll ec tion." SECOND 
A 'i~TARD. 

L ester .Ja nkowski a lso exhibi ted 
"Pil sudski-th e S ta mp Highlights of 
a Hero.' ' FIRST AWARJD. 

* * * * * 

From the a bove li s t it w ill be noted 
that nine m em bers showed thirteen 
exhibits and won e leven awards. No t 
a bad showing. 

* * * 
The Pulaski P hila t e li c Socie ty of 

D etroit presented President Edw. Vin­
ing w ith a gavel to open a nd condu c t 
t h e first session of S . P. A.'s Golden 
Jubilee Convention. 

* * * * 
Ray Bartz m a de t h e presenta tion on 

behalf of the P ul asl<i clu b. 

MEET T HE NE W ME M 3E RS 

Member No . 226. W a lte r A . Fr-an ck ­
iewicz , 417 8 W. 62nd Street, 
C levela nd 9, Ohio (EPP and US) 

Member No. 227. B ronislaw A. Zar­
emba, 40 E . 62n d Street, Los 
Angeles 3, Calif. (P, US a nd F .D. 
Covers) 
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