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PHILATEC PARIS 1964 
By Myron E . Steczynski 

'£he ,great international philatelic ex­
hibition i,s J',aris from June 5th to the 
21st was the big stamp sho,w of the 
year. lt em1braced 3500 huge frames or 
panes in t he tremendous, curvatious, 
glass-enclosed GRAND P AL AH:l, w .de 
open for six storjes to its domed top. 
The building is like a huge conserva­
tory, being a reminder of the Par:s ex­
hibition of 1900. 'l'lte locale was superb 
fo.r lighting bu t murder fo r such deli-
0ate stamps as my Poland No. l's 
iw1iere l showed pages of mint copies 
of delic-ate hues only to have t he sun 
beat UJpon them in intense heat. After 
a few days, tempers boiled u nhamper­
ed, so that canopies of white cloth 
were placed albove t hose exh ibits t hat 
were exiposed to the direct rays of t he 
sun, but there is no question that con­
sidellable damage was done. Luckily 
that more of the exhibitors were not 
at the sho,w. 

Hn,ge paste.rs throughout Par·s and 
vicinity featured PHILA'L'E.C, where 
P HI L A referred to philatelic - the 
stamps, posted material and history, 
whereas TEC denoted technical deve­
lopments that aided communication, 
such as TELESTAR in srpace, radio 
and television stations, rockets, auto­
mation in handling mail; actual print­
ing, perfoJ,ating and tr-irrnming co ils 
•and booklets, etc. These technical ex­
hibits iwere b oth spedaculaT as well 
as ,artist1c, like for example extensive 
water 1pools which separated some SC'C· 

tions, from each other and which 
could be CTOssed only precariously over 
panes of safety glass. 

MYRON E. STECZYNSKI 

Not to be dismissed ligh tly was the 
restau ran t, no doubt subs_idized b y t he 
French authorities for t heir postal per­
sonnel. Good and full meals, including 
a bottle of •wine o,r beer, were served 
for 10 francs to the public, b ut 6 
fr,ancs to exh ibitors, their wives and 
otlier affiliates. iYith the high bill of 
fare in othe,r restau rants, this re,all y 
was the bargain in P,aris and was t he 
rendezvous for everyone•. It was like 
a chain reaction, as one group left, 
another took its place, so it iwas here 
that old acquaint,anc,es were renewed 
and neiw ones made. 
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There were many philatelists whom 
I met at the ,varsa"v C''Ch'b:tion ·n 
1960. From Poland there were: zb·g· 
niew Fijalek, president of tl:e :?21"~'1 
Alliance od' Philatelists; :\Iaciej Pc· 
l'Zynski, PoEsh commissioner; Zygnn:nt 
Hampel, member of the jury; _Jan Wit­
kowski and Zdzislaw B-i,adas,z. lcr9m 
Fran,ce there were Pol onus mem_bers: 
Marcel Koseve and R. R. No-w,a)c01Wski, 
also Richards and Sloni,mski. From the 
U.S. were,: David Lidman, Sam Ray, 
Bernard Harmer aurl HPrbert Rosen. 
F1·om England came M. Bojanowicz, Z. 
Bokiewicz, Cyril Hal"IIler, Frank Golden 
and others. 

I IJ)ersonally believe that the arrange­
ment and listing of exhi-hits by the 
home country of the exhibitor was both 
illogical and frustrating, especi,ally 
where there was no c,ross-reference 
whatsoever in the catalog of the show. 
My interest in Poland may be taken 
•as .a case in point. Most of the exhib­
its from .Po1and did not foature Po­
lish stamps. It was necessary for me 
to study the catalog (in French) from 
A to Z to try to spot the Polish ex­
hilbits. There 'Wlas Bojanowic,z under 
the great dome od' the Class of Honor. 
Dr. Bieberste:n and Wlodarski f.rom 
Great Britain iwere in a far-away cor­
ner. The exh-ibits from Poland were 
high up on a balcony_ My exhibit 
(from U.S.A.) of Poland No. 1 hap-

1pened to ibe in a choice s,pot rLght on 
the main aisle, ibut apart from any 
other Po1and exl~ibit. I can WC'll sym­
pathize with the jn,ry who could 11ot 
make coffi/J)arisons but was undoubted­
ly ,guided by points only. 

The term of the exhibition was a 
long one, extending over three week­
ends. Tow,a,rd the close, the awards 
banquet and specta,cle in the grand 
hall of the National The-atre du Palais 
de Chaillot - P1a:ce de Varsovie was 
a .treat fo,r the eyes as well as the 
palate. The banquet w,as an example 
of French culinary art at its :f'ineRt. 
Liquid refreshments were more than 
copious both at the cooktail hour and 
at the ibanquet. An honor guard od' 
p,icturesque soldiers lined the foyer. 
No speeches at the hanquet - every­
one had an excellent seat •and table. 

2'24-2 

M.A. BOJANOWICZ 

Guests from abroad werP mixed so as 
to get acquainted. 

'rhe prescnt::it"on of awards was in 
the adjoining theatre. Only the grand 
award and _gold medal winners were 
presented personally, among them, our 
member Mr. Bojanowi,cz of London for 
his Poland No. 1. He should be recog­
ni-zed as having carried Polisl1 philat­
ely to the pinn8iCles of perfection, 
plac:ng it on a par with the very fin­
est collections of the world. Besides 
Paris, 11:r. Bojanowi-cz won grand a­
wards or gold medals at international 
exhibitions in " r,arsaw, Istambul and 
Budapest and has thereby gone a long 
way from the day -when Polonus mem­
bers were clamoring for even the hum­
blest a,ward. He was also sele-cted as 
the best sipeaker at the New York Col­
lecto,rs Club for 1963. 

A gold-plated silver medal was a­
,warded to Ludwik Steinbach od' Wroc­
liaw for his pre-philatelic covers of 
Austr,ian Poliand. Silver medals went 
to Rtanisl11w Dolin~k; of " rarsaw for 
his Parly Polish postal history includ­
ing Poland No. 1 and to our membe;r 
Derek Fahner of Santiago for his 
showin,g of Chile. ilver-bronze med­
als were given to .Jan Sikorski of 
,~rarsaw for his high-grade rpresenta-
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tion of Polish gems and to the writer 
fo,r his Poland No. 1. Bronze medals 
were granted to Zbi.guie,w vVlodarski 
of London for his precise showing of 
the 1918 Polish over.prints of Germa­
nia rand to T'adeusz Gryzewski of 1¥m·­
saw for his extensive Polish military 
letters. A certificate was presented to 
Dr. Ludwik Bieberstein for his <lil' ­
gen t analysis of Poland's Krak6rw over­
iprin ts of 1]19•19 •which presentation in­
cluded a num1ber of real gems. In my 
opinion tnis exhibit merited a hig-her 
award, but may have been degraded bY 
the jury for Iac·k of continuity and 
st~,le. FILATELISTA won an award 
in the literature class. 

Othe•r awards were present('r] tn Po­
lish collectors for non-P0l"sh e"'\11ihits. 
but these are not being Pnnmf'NltPcl 
becanse these exhilbits h,ave n"thin!! to 
do with Polish philately to which Po­
lonus is devoted. 

'Two American cxhihit0r9 WC'rP in­
vited to the Courrt of Hll11'1r. which .'s 
above COID'Petit~nn. Rn0th().r ,.... n(\ q,110·wpif 

by invitation in the Cl,sss "f Honor 
and received a gold med·al. wh']o st'll 
another American won a e-old medal 'n 
cwen competition. The Chicago c"llPP­
tors who rwon ,aw,arcls were Teel L'P-ht 
for Af,Q'h,anistan, Herb BranilnPr fnr 
Srard•ini,a. the writer for Po]anil. GP0rP-P 
Lefton for Hun,gary. Chas. Kirsl1 h 0 ,,,11 

for Guratamala. Henrv StrombPr'!" fnr 

Estonia and Leon Hyzen for Ship 
Letters. 

I mirght add here that wPrP it. nnt 
for Mr. Boj,anowiciz's stron.P." ,00siti 0 n 
at some of the r-°CPnt internstirn1Al 
exhi1bitions. Polish rnhilatP•lv wonlil 0111" 
be ,an ",also ran". Polonus sh0111<'1. sPt 
u;p a committee which wonlil or!!·sni7e 
its ,kev exhi1bitors bPforehand anil ,.,,.,_ 
courage them to bTinQ' their nxh'hi+s 
to the peak of pP·rfect.ion J.nn,r ho-f'n,•n 
thP show. Meilincritv has no 'J)lracp at 
int.Prnat.ional sn01Ws. 

The annual Polpex competitions arP 
a mi,ghty help in this dirPrti0n. h,.+ 
that is not enou,gh. A joint effort 
should be made to im,urovP PaPh 
others' ,collect.ion. WP nnPratA "'" lnnP 
wolvfls entirely too much. lmt thnt. is 
1Proha,blv the nature of indiviil11~l pnl­
lecting-. If we could heh> 1md rilv'sP 
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our collectors by constructive criticism, 
our chances would improve. Much of 
the glory of placin,g Polish philately 
onto a higher plane would reflect on 
all of us individually. We would all 
simply move into a higher bracket. 
There would still ,be much room for in­
dividual effort and talent and for in­
-dividual prowess in an organized and 
rwell-informed group such as Polonus. 

At the PHILATEC PARIS banquet 
a Swedish exhibitor confessed that the 
exhibits from Sweden were all screened 
and juggled before the big show so as 
to present the best possible front for 
Srweden. Yes, Sweden won 42 medals 
,with 44 entries! What can Polonus do 
at WIP A, the rbig shOIW in Viennra in 
l,965~ 

Besides the iphilatelic attraction in 
Paris, there would be much to say 
about the other attractions for which 
P,aris is famous. Eifrfel Tower (now in 
its 75th year), L'Arc de '1.'riomphe, 
the boat rides on the Seine, Notre 
Dame, the boule,vards, the beautiful 
sho;ps, the night life, etc. are a tou­
rists paradise. If you nav,e a chance -
go! 

Besides P ,aris, Mrs. Steczynski and 
I visited Copenhagen and London_ In 
London we were entertained by Messrs. 
Bojano·wicz and Bokiewic.z and attend­
ed technical meetings of a medical 
group at the ~ritish Stand•arcls Insti­
tution. We had the good fortune of 
seeing at arms len,ght, Her M,ajesty 
the Queen and Prince Philip . 

The Polish Philatelic Society of 
Great Britain held a reception in the 
elegant Polish He,arth where Mr. Bo­
kiewicz invited the Polish philatelists 
in the London area and where it was 
a pleasure to meet many of the collec­
tors whose names were already known 
through the rphiLatel ic press or through 
correS)Pondence. Much of the conversa­
tion centered around C'ol. Larking, his 
writings and his collection. T'he ph'lat­
elists in Britain were u11ged to join 
Polonus as an opp:1rtunity to exhibit 
their collections at Polpex, where they 
have alrealy won some orf the highest 
honors. We are reminded th-at the Lar­
king trophy, offered as the Grand A­
ward by Polonus, reposes now in the 
hands of Mr. Crimlisk of Eng-land. 
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BEN REEVES 

In deep sorrow, we report the death 
of Ben Reev•e•s on August 6, 1964. Ben 
was a Chrurter M•ember of our Society. 
Ben's generous adv,ice, hased on liis 
many years of iphilatelic activities, 
wa~ one of the leading £.actors in the 
growth of Polonus and the advance­
ment of Polish Philately in the United 
States 

Eve~- ready to be of assistance, Ben 
1Went out od' his ,w,ay to he1p his fel­
low members ,with ,gerntle and con­
structive ,criticism ,and as a result, ma• 
ny of us are bette,r collectors and have 
enjoyed our hobby to the fullest. 

'Ben Reeves' activities in philately 
!Were not confined to the Polonus Phil­
ateHc Society. He was a mean·ber of 
many local, national and international 
<philatel;c societies. And everywhere 
everybody loved him for what he was 
- a g;reat guy. 

We, his follow members at Polonus, 
will miss him. 

Philately has suffered a great loss 
in the pass'ng of •Ben Reeves an<l so 
have we. 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
P. W. Trubey, 691 

1'93 Is'a:bell - Apt. 2 
Hull, Quebec, Camada 

Alexander .Tuskowic.z, 632 
2926 S. De·spiaines Ave. 

North Riverside, Ill. 
Dr. Marvin G. Tauill, 707 

7 S. Sixth Ave. 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Edw,ard Gawencki 
1.1 S. Prospect Ave. 

iPark Ridge, Ill. 
.T. R. Kowalski 

P.O. Box 235 
Sta. Outremonent 

Morntre,al 8, Querbec, Canada 
Rev. Arthur Lwry 

16000 Pembroke 
Detroit, Mich. 

RESIGNATION 
Hlarry R. Thorwirth 

2029 "0" Stree<t 
Lincoln 10, Nebrask,a 

EDWARD NOWAK HONORED 
On .Tuly 22, JJ964 Poland celebrated 

its 1000th anniversary as a country and 
a sovereign nation. All iPolish Embas­
sies or Consular esta,blishmen ts in coun­
tries all over rthe world marked the 
evernt rwith special g,ala activities, in­
.eluding the Polish Embassy in Wash­
;n'gton, D.C. 

Poland stru,ck a ve.ry limited number 
cf specially designed medallions to be 
presented ,to diplomats of friendly coun­
tries and to persons who were recog­
nized by Poland as worthy of the honor. 

One of the reciipients of the medal 
•was Edward N ow,ak, Sr. of Wakefield, 
Ma~s., whose wrirtin,gs have been iwidely 
1published in the philatehc press, in­
cluding the "Polonus Bulletin," which 
through the years has c.arried nume,rous 
articles by Mr. Nowak on various ph_a­
ses of Polish philately. 

On invi~ation of the Polish Ambas­
sador and the Consul General, Mr. No­
wak went to Washington, where, in the 
presence of the Diplomatic C'orps of 
every n:ation re,presenited in Washin,g­
tor.,. ,as well ,as other guests, the Polish 
Amb&,ssador pinned the medal on him. 
His citation read in part " ... for phi­
latelic endeavors and the numerous ar­
ticles on stamips of iPoland deipicting 
Polish history, and in general pron,ot­
ing Polish philately in the U. S. and 
Canada ... " 

Mr. Nowak's Polish collection of 28 
volumes rwas don,arted sever,al years ago 
to the Cardinal Spe.Jlman Philatelic Mu­
seum in }Veston. M•ass. 

APPLICANTS PENDING 
Rev. Marthew A. Buba, .Tr. 

2019 W. Charleston St. 
Chica,go, Ill. 6064 7 

Norman E. D'Arcy 
41'0 Vir,ginia Ave . 

Baltimore, Md. 
Chester Gaska 

8 Gott:&ge Place Gardens 
Yonkers, N.Y. , 

BO.TANOWICZ ARTICLE ON PLAT­
ING OF POLAND NO. 1 CONTINUED 

The article "Plarting of Poland No. 1" 
which began in our .Tune issue, of the 
"Polonus Bulletin," continues on the 
following four pages. • • 
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Type 1 Type 2 

~ig . 6 
Type 3 

DOUBLE OVAL 
The double ov,al was mentioned un­

der "Sheet Make urp" but some fur­
ther detail is necessary here. The va­
riety consists of an extra oval line, 
colored blue•, supplementary to the nor­
mal red oval which surrounds the 
white eagle. This means, in effect, 
that there are two oval lines surround­
ng the white eagle instead of one; the 
inner of t he two being red ftnd the 
outer blue. The v·ariety exists not only 
in singles but must also, exist in pair 
with normal, although we have not as 
yet seen one. No example has been re­
ported of ,a rpair .with bo,th stamps 
showing the double oval variety. On 
0;ccount from well known collections 
the variety exists to the extent of 
from one to three stamps in one hun­
dred. 

A study of these stamps has shown 
us that the variety exists in three 
a iffercnt types, in ,two 0ases with other 
flaws, {IS follows: 

Type 1. On a normal stamp with no 
rplate flaws . 

Type 2. On a stam_p showing a white 
flaJW on the blue de,si,gn above 
the "P" of Kop. 

'l'yipe 3. Showing a very clear double 
oval in conjunction with a 
white flaw on the red under­
,ground of the white eagle to 
the left of rthe crown. 

"T" VARIETY 
A damrnged "T" of ''iLOT" is known 

which could well be a consequential of 
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a crack in th~ plate with which we 
shall deal later. It is our belief th0;t 
t he "T" variety aippears in the bottom 
row of pane III, where the above men­
tioned c.racked plate appears. The " T" 
in the case od' this flaw appears to be 
sliced and is always found with the 
continuity of the bot,tom frame line 
broken in two placrs. This vairiety 
does not aippear in t he unique block 
of six and is, therefore, almost cer­
tainly. not in pane IV. 

COLORS 
We cannot .as Y!lt definitely estab­

lish t he :precedence in order of print­
ings by relating colors to year dated 
covers, as • insu,fficien t dated covers 
fo r com,par·ison are available. Once it 
has been est•ablished which colors be­
long to which year, undated covers 
and ,single coipies of,f cover, but which 
show certain f laws, will help confirm 
certain sequences and t he years to 
which they belong. Often we• read that 
extremely dark colors are from the 
first printin,gs, burt there is no confir­
mation of this and the reverse could 
be th e case. It could well be that 
these dark colors are from 1ater print­
ings when the ink '"'"3!S applied with 
more freedom in order to ,give a good 
color. Early dated copies often show a 
clean print with poor inking which has 
given :paler shades. 

KNOWN LARGE PIECES 
fl'he task of iplating is always much 

easier where rthe existence of strips, 
pieces, blocks and singles with margins 

224-5 



J ' 

is known, always providing such data 
is made availa:ble for study purposes. 
Unfortunately in the case of Poland 
No. 1 such items are very rare. Those 
reported so far are listed below, to­
gether with an indication as to their 
present wherea,bouts or known source 
~~~~ . 

vVe think that the scarcity of mul­
tiples is really due to the general 
,practice in those days of the prepara­
tion in ,advance of single stamps to 
cope with sales during the day. It was 
usual at this time to keep ,the stamps 
in special SlllJall sized bo:ires. These 
boxe,s were filled in advance with 
single copies removed from the .sheets. 
Following payment of postage by the 
sender, the postal clerk rupplied the 
stamp to the letter. Thi<s method, by 
which the postal employee affixed the 
adhesiye, may rwell account for the 
dishonest practice of the time of 
using stan:nvs twice. Of this dishonesty 
we have more than ample rproof. The 
known multiples come very largely 
from sources using heavier letters. It 
seems fairly certain that a few large 
consumers such as banks, factories, 
merchants, pa;per mills and landowners 
bought ,comple,te sheets, and used mul­
ti:ples according to weight or value. 
Collectors in this field will know of 
the prevalence of mail from and to 
such names as Seydel, Ginzburg and 
Kronenberg. 

SINGLES WITH MARGINAL PAPER 
(a) An item with margins at the left 

and bottom, ooncelled with No. 13,S 
showing the double ov,al. This is 
the item loc·ated as position No. 
46, Pane II and is ex Fa,berge 
(Fi,g. 3). 

(b) Several items rwith marginal ra­
per at the top or bottom are 
known but the margin,s are not 
of sufficient size to enable the 
positions to ibe fixed with certain­
ty. An exam:[>le is shown at Fig. 7. 

( c) A stamp in this grourp cancelled 
No. 303 is illustrated by Polanski 
in his standard work, with mar­
ginal paper at the bottom. This 
paper is sufficient only to estab­
lish that the stamp comes from 
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Fig. 7 

c,ther of the lower rows of Panes 
I or II. (Fig. 8.) 

( d ) Another stam,p cancelled No. 73 
illustrated by Polanski shows mar­
ginal parper art the top. T'hc two 
sets of perforations •arc sud'ficien t 
to show only that the stamp is 
from the upper row either of panes 
III or IV. (Fig. 8). 

Fig. 8 

PAIRS 
Vertical 

(a) A rpair on cover is illustrated by 
Polanski (plate XA3) ciancelled 
No. 23. This rpair has edge mar­
ginal ,paper at the top with gutter 
paper on the right side (Fig. 9). 
This means tha,t the two stamps 
must be fr.om pane I, positions 5 
+ 10. 

(b) A pair which is exactly compli­
mentary to the unique Tisfowitz 
iblock (6 stamps + 2 stamps) has 
marginal rp,aper a,ttached to the 
bottom and side. This means that 
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Fig. 9 

the pair can only be from posi­
tions 96 + 100 in pane lV. (Fig. 
4). 

Horizontal. A pair is known, which 
we shall refe,r to as the Swiss pair, 
and which is the only hori,zontal mint 
,pair known with marginal paper at­
tached (Fig. 10). 

Fig. 10 

Unforturuaitely the marginal paper is 
insufficient to enable us to locate 
their position in the sheet, although 
they can ibe only cfrom one of the, top 
left hand corners of either panes II or 
IV as no left frame or corner varie­
ties show. It rwill be remembered that 
we have y,ear dated -0overs which in­
dicate thart such frame varieties are 
already known for the earlier print­
ings. 

Many other pairs without marginal 
paper are known and these must be 
;plated eventually from other evidence. 

Polonus Bulletin, July-August 1964 

STRIPS OF THREE 
The vertical stri,ps of three are 

known, neither of which carries any 
marginal pwper. One is -0ancellcd No. 
10,6 and the other ( ex Faberge No. 
IC,2). We have no information as yet 
which would enwble us to fix positions 
for either of these but ,they must, ob­
viously, come from positions -0ompa­
rable to the following: 

2 or 7 or 12 
+ 7 + 12 + 17 
+ rn + IQ. + 2,2 

They could, of course, ibe in any 
such sequence from any pane because 
all ,panes are 5 x 5. There are no frame 
val'ieties with these strips, therefore 
they do not come from the left hand 
edge of the sheet. Four horizon,tal 
strips of three ,are reported, again :with 
no marginal rpape•r. Two, however, do 

, carry di,stinguishing flaws, ,One shows 
the "egg d'law" on the left hand copy 
and is ,c,ancelled No. a.. The o,ther 
shows a "No. 10" v,ariety in the left 
hand copy. A similiar pern,utation to 
the vertical strips will show the rela­
,tive positions as at Figs. 7 and 8. 
These could, of course, be from any 
pane. , 

STRIPS OF FOUR 
Vertical. Tlwo vertic•al strips are 
known, borth -0ancelled No. 102; nei­
ther carrying marginal paper. Both of 
the,se strips ,are ex FabeI'ge and one 
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Fig. 11 

has ,passed to the Bojan_owicz colle,c­
tion (Fig. 8). This latter shows a 
cracked plate v;ariety ,and left frame 
varieties. It is, therefore, from the 
left vertical side of rpanes I or IIL 
(,See Ftg. 8). 
Horizontal. There is only one horizon­
tal strip of ifour known, ex Rich col­
lecition and cancelled No. 1. This 
again is .without marginal paper. 
STRIPS OF FIVE 
Vertical. One only is ·known and that 
i,s held 1by the Postal Museum in War­
saw. The strip is cancelled No. 23 and 
is ·an invaluwble !Plating piece as it 
has ,the gutter margins attached at the 
toip and the right hand side. The ,po­
sition thus is unquestionably defined 
as Pane III, position 55 + 60 + 65 
+ 70 + 75. The strip is on a cover 
which -carries a supplementary stamp 
also (Fig. 11). 
Horizontal. This strip is in the Boja­
nowicz colle,etion and is c•ancelled No. 
l 0,2. When the position of this strilp is 
located it will of course fix a whole 
horizontal row for one pane (Fig. 12). 
BLOCKS 

Two blocks only are known, one of 
four used and one of six stll/IllJps mint. 

) . 

'l'he block of four, in the possession of 
Rachmanow, is 0ancelled No. 1. 

The mint block of six, which we 
refer to •as the 'l'islowitz block (now 
in the collection of Dr. Koziakie,wicz, 
U.S.A.) which matches up the edginig 
ipaper of ,the vertical pair mentioned 
earlier, helps a great deal in the re­
construction of pane IV. A g1ance at 
the illustration (Fig. 4) shows imme­
dia;tely tha,t it fills positions 91 + 92 
+ 93 + 96 + 97 + 98, the m~tching 
pa:r being Nos. 95 and 100. 
CA..,.~CELLATIONS 

J.t will no doubt have been remarked 
hoiw of1ten the same cancellor figures 
on the larger pieces: 
No. 23 (Kalwarya) Vei,tical pair, with 
marg 'ns, vertical strip of five. 
No. 102 (Zwierzyniec) Horizon ta 1 
strips of three and five, vertical strips 
of three and four (twice). 
No. 105 (Bilgoaj ) Horizontal pair and 
vertical s,triip of three. 
No. 1 (Warsww) Horizontal strips of 
three (twice) strip of four and the 
block of four. Many rpairs in addi,tion. 

This data supplements our idea that 
heavy industrial or ;private users iwere 
·probably supplied with sheets. 

Fig. 12 
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A NEW DISCOVERY 
First Polish Provisional Issue for Wielkopolska. 

By Zbigniew Wlodarski 

On the basis of research lately pub· 
lished on the a,bove named subject 
it has been a0cepted that : 

1. German stamps were delivered to 
the printers in five distinctly separ­
ate grou:ps and, that they were arrang­
ed according to their face value 
2. the stamps were ovenprinted sys­
tematically in grou,ps without be;ng 
m :xecl, starting with the lo;west vialue 
and progressing gradually up to the 
h'r-her stamp-values. 

·T11ese conclusions were based on the 
folloiwing ac,cepted facts: 

a) the 5 /2 fen. value was overprinted 
with cl ifferent ink, 

b) the torn-off right end of the hor,i­
zontal line is met exclusively on 
the 5 /20 fen. stamp, plate I posi­
tion 34 (vide M. Perzynski's ar­
t; cle in "Fila telista" vol. VII. pag<' 
21), 

c) defects met with on the stamps 
from positions 89 and 99 plate II, 
cons;sting of a damaged figure one, 
on the left hand side, and of bro· 
ken off left hand ends of the hori­
zontal li:ires mot with exclusively 
on tho 10 /40 £en. stamps (vide as 
above, page 5,s). 

After having examined a few hun· 
clrecl ~heets and/or very large blocks 
'n my own collection - but mainly 
from miaterial lent me by Mr. Z. Bo­
kiewicz, d-iI'ector of one of the most 
efficient and relia:ble firms outside 
Poland, specializing in Polish stam:ps 
- I am compelled to revise the above 
mentioned opinion. 

iFil'st of all, I discovered, that on all 
5 /7½ fen. sheets or parts of sheets in 
iposition 71 - there is damage in the 
left hand figure 5. Secondly I have -
so far - been una,ble to find a sheet 
or even a single specimen of the two 
remaining values - with the same 
detfect. 

On the other hand, however, the mis· 
sing end of the horizontal line at the 
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right, can be found on the stamps of 
5 /7 ½ fen. as well as on the 5 /20 fen. 
values in position No. 34. It cannot 
be found on the 5 /2 fon. • 

These foe.ts sug,gested that the ,over• 
printing was executed, at • 1east with 
the first plate in a different· sequenc,e, 
namely: 5 /2, 5 /20 and finally 5 /7 ½ 
fen. 

This hyipothesis has been stren,gth· 
ened ,because of a new - rather sensa• 
tional but none the less logically ascer'· 
tained discovery. 

iLong ago I started considering tlie 
problem why two different inks were 
used for overprinting with the first 
plate. It is difficult to imagine that 
it iwas planned beforehand and, sitll 
mote difficult to a·ccept the thesis -
that the first ink was exhausted after 
overprinting' 840 sheets only. This 
would result in washing out the ink 
plate and ,container, the p,rinting form 
etc. in order to be able to start the 
next ove11printing with a clean ink, 
without ·any admixture. It seems to 
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be mo,re logical to S1Lppose that the 
color of the ink gradually changed -
as new ink was added. In this c:tJ~, 

however, no distinct boundary line 
rwould exist betiween _Jhe two inks, 
therefore ·it seems improbable that 840 
sheets would be overprinted with one 
color and the n•ext 9000 with a com­
pletely different color. 

As is known so far - no or-iginal 
5 /2 fen. stamps rwith black over,print 
or •5 /7½ fen. st·amps with blue black, 
or at least bluish-black color have been 
found. 

I dooided ,to c,arry out so,me spec·a1 
research work on the 5 /20 fen. stamps. 
For that ;purpose , I made myself a 
stencil cfrom a piece of matt, black pa­
per, and I -cut a little window 3/4 mm. 
in dia. so that when I covered the 
starrup with that st-enc'l - the l ittle 
w-indow fell ex,actiy on the junction 
of the three lines of the letter "k" of 
the rword "Polska". In this way I was 
able to concentrate excusivdy on the 
color of the ovei,print. 

The device allowed me to discover 
in my collection one st·amp with dis­
tinctly black-blue overprint. This 
stamp ( on small piece) was post­
marked at Gniezno on 8.10.19 and it 
shows the chamcteristics of position 
No. 76. 

And ,a.gain, among 7,50 stamus lent 
to me by M.r. Z. Bokie,wicz, I found 
another similiar snecimen. thiR timP 
from the position No. 59, with a 
small ,part of ;postmark only, dated 
Au,gust 1919. 

As I have mentioned already, 'both 
these stamps show - without any 
doubt the black-blue overprint. 
rwhich differs verv distinctly, even 
without covering it with a stencil. 
cfrom the deep ibfack ov,erprint of the 
l,a ter date·. 

On ,the basis of this research om• 
can - in my opinion - assume th~t 
the sequence of overprinting - as I 
have already indicated above - is 
highly probable. 

In connection iwith this, the catalog­
ing of the a;bove mentioned stamips 
should be corrected. Taking into ac­
,count the result of my research and 
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the discov,ery, published by M. Pe-
11zynski in the "Fi1atelista" (vol. IX, 
,page 326) it should read as follows: 

6•6. 5 /2 fen . grey, bJ,ack-blue over­
print. 

67. 5 / 7½ fen . orang!). 
p 

68. 5J.20 
dtto - double overprint, 

fen. v,iolet-blue, 
I 
II 

69. 

black overprint, 
b1ack-,blue over.print, 
fen. orange /black, 

f 
70. 10/!0 

10 /30 fen . orange /black. 
fen. c,arrninc /black. 

Notice: 
1. Numbers are from the handbook 

"Polskie Zrnaki Pocztowe 1960" 
vol. I. 

2. 68II so far are kn o,wn only used. 
Finally I would like to express my 

thanks to Messrs. Continental Stamrps 
Sup,ply Ltd. and espedally to the m 0

-

haging Director of the f'rm ~Ir. Z. 
Bokiewicz, for his generous and con­
stan,t help in lending me h: s su[)•plies 
unrestrictedly. This cooperation 
rarely met with today - has brought 
advantages to both o,f us - the tra­
der and the collector. 

1<-LINE PAGES 
FOR 

POLAND 
Supplement No. 8, 1963 

Now Ready at $1.75 
plus 30c postage 

Write us for a special price on 
complete Poland page~ 

(to Members of Polonus only) 
Specia1 Binder .......... 5.75 .50 
Dust Case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.50 .50 

K -·t IN E 
PUBLISHING, INC. 

Geo. C. Kobylko 

1433 S. Cuyler Av., Berwyn, III 
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NEW ISSUES 
By J. J. Domar 

Cut courtesy LINN'S 

The twentieth anniversary of the Po­
l'sh People's Republic was celebrated 
July 2,2 by Poland w:th a set of tiwelve 
commemoratives. All the stamps have 
the saime f,ace value of 60 gros•zy. 

They dE1pict 11) .a symbol of th;i na­
tions unity-,a stylized o:ak of the Piast 
dyn,asty; 2') alliance of workers and 
peasants emblem-one half of a cog 
wheel conne,cted with a wheat ear bent 
into an arc; and 3) symbol of indus­
try-a silhouette of a factory and a 
co,g wheel. 

Also, 4) agricultm,e-wlrnat ear and 
a t,ractor; '5) art and culture - tpO(pular 
cuttings, an 8/Ctor's mask, a painter's 
brush, and a ,pen; 16) learning-a book 
and model of an atom; 7) shiipyard in 
Gdiansk; and 8) Lenin :M:,etallurgic•al 
Works at Nowa Huta. 

During July a set of 4 stamps were 
issued to ,0elebrate the Fourth Congress 
of the Polish United Workers P ,arty. 
All four are of 60 gr. v,alue - the de-
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s:.gns ·being as follows: 
1. A red flag on a ,b,ackground of a 

w,al! under construction. 
2. A hammer girdled around with a 

white ribbon. 
3. Wwo hands holding a r-ed flag. 
4. A ha,mmer and stylized ear of corn. 

The inscrilption is the same on eadt 
- stamp: "Fourth Congress of the Po­

ish United Worke-rs P,arty." 
.Size 54 x 2•7 mm. Printed in sheets 

of 30 on chalky 1paper by offset multi­
color. Designed by A. Heidrick (1) and 
R. Dudzicki (2, 3, 4). 

August 1st will m,ark the T,wenti;ith 
Anniversary of the heroic 'Warsaw In­
surr-ection. rro commemorate this event 
a stamp will be issued. 

It will be of 60 gr. value, multi­
colored, printed by polychrome offset 
on ,ch,alky pa,pe·r size 25 x 39.5 mm. 

Des,,gned by Rys.z;ard Dudzkki, four 
million will be issued. 

'I.'o commemorate the Olympic Games 
to be held in To.kyo, Japan, a minia­
ture sheet and a set of 8 stamrs are 
to be issued bet,ween .August 25th and 
31st. 

The stamps in the sheet will d;irpict 
the following: 

2.50 zl.-shootin,g 5 zl.-fencing 
2.50 (ll.-0anoe·ng 5 zl.-baskctball 
The set of stamps will depict th;i 

following: 
20 gr.-ho,p-ster and jumr 
40 gr.-rowin,g (Skiff) 
60 ,gr.-weight lilting 
90 gr.-relay raice 
1 zl.---<boxing 
2.50 zl.-foothall 
5.60 ,zl.---;women high jump 
6.50 zl.-diving 

The stamps we·re desi,gned by Josef 
Karolkiewfoz and the miniature sheet 
by Jer12:y Jawo,rowski. 

Amount printed is as follows: 
20 gr:--6 million 
40 ,g,r. and 60 gr.- 8 million 
90 gr. and 1 zt.-5 million 
2.50 zl.-4 million 
5.60 zl. and 6.50 zl.-1 million, 300,000 
Sheet-800,000 

The 20, 40 and 60 gr. are squa,re 
standinig on 1 corner, and a,,re 40½ mm. 
in size. 
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The 90 gr., 1 zl. and 2.50 zl. ar·e 
square - 40½ mm. in size. , 

The 5.60 zl. and 6.50 zL are 27 x 
40½ mm. in s:ze. 'l'hey are printed in 
s:tcets of 20. 

The miniature sheet is 80 x 105 mm. 
All are printed on chalky pape•r. 

-Ruch 

CALEN DAR OF EVENTS 
Friday, September 11, 1964 -

Business meeting. Auction to follow. 
F riday, September 25, 1964 -

Program meet:ng. S2eaker: Doctor 
Leon P . Ko'zJakiewicz. Tapic: Polish 
]\,foil from the Part itioning Period, the 
K'ngdom of Poland, and the Republic 
of Krak6w. Beeba to follow. 
Friday, October 9, 1964 --

Business meeting. Auction to follow . 
F riday, October 23, 1964 -

Program mee,tin,g. Guest speaker: Mr. 
Samuel Ray. fflo[>ic: The Art of Mount­
ing Stamps for Exhibition Punposes. 
Beeba to follOIW. 

P OLONUS TO PARTICIPATE IN 
"POVPEX 1964" 

The iPomona V·alley Stamp Exhi,bition 
POVPEX 1964 will be held on October 
17 and IJ,8 rut L os An,gcles County F1air 
f"!rmmds in Oaliforn ia. Polonus will 
give a medal and certificate· to the 
best Polish stamp exhibit in the slww. 
In addition, we will show three frames 
of our Bulletins, Polpex Seals, etc. Ma­
ny crnem bers plan to exhibit individual­
]~-. Ap1plications to exhibit 0an still be 
obit·ained lby rwritin·g to P,OViPEX, P.O. 
Box 1307, Pomorua, Calif. 

POLAND 
Machowski P.O.W. catalogs -

6 Volumes ................................ $5.00 
1963 IKZP Catalog ....... . .......... ... 2.00 
Specialized Catalogs - Vol. I, 

11 and III ............. ........... each 3.50 
Polanski-Rachmanow 1935 Poland 

No. 1 book with photo plates 40.00 
NEW ISSUES 

We may be slow . . . 
But our prices are low 

IKZP catalogs and others at no cost 
to our regular clients. Please ask if 
you haven't received y ours. 

TWIN EAGLE STAMP CO. 
2140 Iowa St. Granite City, DI. 
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POLONUS PHI LATELIC SOCIETY 

STEFAN KOCHANSKI, President 

4030 W. Carroll Ave. Chicago, Ill. 60624 

LESTER JANKOWSKI, Treasurer 

10 S. LaSalle St. Chicago, Ill. 60603 

CHESTER A. SCHAFER, Sec ' y. & Editor 

864 N. Ashland Ave. Chicago, I l l. 60622 

WALTER SZYMLEK, Publications Chairmen 

2341 W, Moffet St. Chkogo, Ill. 60647 

The Po/onus Philatelic Society is non•political. 

Views expressed by the authors of articles OP· 

peering herein do not necessarily express the 

views of the Po/onus Philatelic Society. 

- Annual Dues are $2.50 -

NEW MEMBERS 
J uLlan ,J. Rogowski 

2'728 ·wheeling Ave. 
E l Paso, Texas 

Hogc,r J. Szrmanski 
3357 South 10th Street 

Mil1waukee, Wisconsin 
Leon S. Zielinski 

Buff,alo & Genesse Road 
Springville, N.Y. 

Paul Keller 
"BIL Y'l.'H" 7 V.redcnburg Circus 

Rosebank, ,C.P., South Af.rica 
\\" esle~· FrysZJtacki, .Jr. ( .Junior) 

1100 Sto~vey Lane 
Gladwyne, Pa. 

OUR PRICE NOW ONLY .65c per 
cover. Beautiful bi-colored cachets 
commemorating America's most im­
portant S p a c e Launchings from 
CAPE CAN.aVERAL: postmarked 
date of launch. Original cachets by 
Space Artist Carl A, Swanon. Each 
cover contains descriptive stuffer 
card giving even more details of 
launching, Our subscribers receive 
free THE SPACE CRAFT EX­
PLORER monthly newssheet. Sepa­
rate subscription to THE EXPLO­
RER is $3.00 per year (11 months) 
mailed anywhere. 
A $4.00 advance deposit will assure 
your receipt of futu-re covers and 
THE EXPLORER. 

SPACE CRAFT COVERS 
P.O. Box 2296, 

Huntington, W. Va. 25724 
Member, Polonus, APS, ATA, ASDA 
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