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8cott's U. 8. 
[/Jrice oG:st 
For Bureau Issues or earlier U. S. s.tamps, the 
Scott V. S. Price List oJJers you the widest possible 
choice - used, unused, singles, blocks, covers, etc. 

\ 

Every' U. S. collector should have the latest edition, 
now current. The list is free. Send for it today. 

DISCOUNTS . 

Scott's quotations on U. S. stamps are as low as 
market conditions permit. Discounts are from 
10% to 6010 (a few even higher). You can't 
go wrong on Scott's prices. 

CONDITION . ... 

Scott quotes on fine examples, only, so there are 
no premiums for you to figure and you are 
assured of stamps you will be proud to own. It 
pays to deal with America's oldest stamp firm. 

I 

Scott Stamp & Coin Co., Inc. 
I 

(America's Oldest Stamp Firm) 

1 West , 47th Street New York, N. Y. 



AUCTION 

PRIVATE SALE 

We are in the market for very 

fine U . S. and Foreign material, 

either on or off cover. Immedi­

ate cash is available for worth­

while properties. We will either 

purchase your collection out­

right or advance a substantial 

amount against sale at auction. 

If necessary we will travel any 

distance to view a sizeable col­

lection or accumulation. Hold­

ings worth $10,000 and over 

preferred. 

A. P. S . S. P.A. 

JOHN A. FOX 
11 6 NASSAU S T REET 

NEW YOR K 7, N. Y . 



VALUABLE PUBLICATIONS 

UNITED STATES, U. S. POSSESSIONS 
& BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 

Complete except fo r the g reat rnritie,, this 128-page 
cata log, with more than 1,000 illustrat ions for your con­
venient reference, Ii ts and prices all major varietie" of 
th~ cou ntri es included. It serves not on ly as a va luable 
check li s t nn<l g uide, but a lso a s a reliable source of supply 
for these popular stamps at econom ica l prices. E1·ery col­
lector needs this usefu l and authoritat ive catalog. Send 
for a copy today if you do not already have one. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

STAMPS OF MODERN EUROPE 
With 128 pages, in fo rmative write-ups, and beautiful 

Illust rations. this comprehensiYe ca talog li s ts and p ri ces 
one of t he most attracti ve of a ll specia l groups: The 20th 
Cen tury I ssues of l\Iodern Europe. H er e you will find -
from Andorra to Vatica n City - those attractil·e stamps 
whi ch tell so vividly the sto ry of ou r own times, and 
which have enjoyed s uch rapidly increasing popularity in 
recent yea rs. Send for a copy today and see for you rse lf 
why "~lodern Europe" is one of the most interesting and 
important stamp catalogs eve r pub li shed. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS 
Devoted to one of the most popular of nil the s pec ial 

g r oups, th is beautiful illustrated 128-page cata log li sts -
from Aden to Za n ziba r - the 20th Centu ry 1"ti11cs of t he 
British Commonwealth of Nat ions. So fur u · we know, 
it is the only publica tion of its kind in the world: :111d 
since i t is backed by what we believe to be the most 
comprehensive exis ting stock of British 20th Century 
issue" . ll'e fee l cer ta in you will find it in valuab le : both as 
a rcfl'rcn cc li st, and as a con ve nient source of s upply­
at fo rnrnble prices - fo r these none-too-plentiful stamps. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

AIRMAIL STAMPS 
"Quite the fines t thing in the airmail line to appear in 

the U. R. A."-G~orge Van Den Berg. "Best presentation 
yet made o( the (n sci nations of collecting airmail stamps. 
A mu st fur ever.r collector."-Stamps ~lagazine. "One of 
the finest volumes .. . . In effect, a complete priced catalog 
of t he wo rld 's ai t·ma il stamps."-Linn 's Week ly Stamp 
News. "Attractive pr ices."-CanHlen Courier-Post. "l\lost 
beautifu l price li st of airm a il stamps we have ever seen . 
. . . A valuable gu i<le and check list, well worth a dollar." 
-Weekly Philatelic Gossi p_ 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mail ing 

IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL 
To replenish our extensive r etail stocks we are constantly buying-at 

generous prices-collections and accumulations of postage stamps, provided 
tbey are worth $50 or more. . . . Our free appraisals, good pri ces and prompt 
payments-with no haggling or delays-have rnacle us innumerable friends 
among collector s with stamps to sell. . . . Send for om free booklet of val­
uable information, " If Yon H ave Stamps to Sell," and r ead it fo r your own 
protection befo re disposing of you r collection. Free on R equest. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. · Transit Bldg. · BOSTON 17, MASS. 



Specialists in the sale 
of FINE STAMPS by 

Auction 

HARMER ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
560 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 19. N. Y. 



IT'S PERFECTLY CLEAR 
e FULL VISIBILITY 

Really Handsome 
• PERFECT PROTECTION 

Will Last for Years 
PERFECTLY-CLEAR MINT SHEET ALBUM: 

Attractive, well-constructed lea therette binder with 
5 o perfectly clea r cellulose acetate pages, double­
pocketed so that 100 sheets may be inserted. Each 
double page has heavy black inser t to bring out 
the full beauty of your stamps. 1 2 0 x 11 0 
inches, complete with slip-case ("W eight 6 lbs.) ____ $13. 75 

LIBRARY STOCK BOOK : Bound in rich simulated 
leather with r 5 black pages containing perfectly 
clear pockets on each side equivalent to thirty 
pages. Five pages are specially designed for 
blocks. Glassine interleaving separate each page. 
rr y; x ro y,i inches. (Weight 4 lbs.) ---------------- $13.98 

CABINET STOCK BOOK : Bound in rich simulated 
leather with 20 black pages each with six perfectly 
clear pockets . Glassine interleaving separate 
each page. II 0 x 9 0 inches. (Weight 4 lbs . ) $10.98 

COVER-ALL STOCK BOOK: 20 black pages , each 
with 5 perfectly-clear pockets and a cover-all flap 
that protects stamps from slipping out, finger 
marks and handling. Bound in simulated leather 
5 0 x 9 ,% inch es. (\rVeight 3 lbs.) ---------------------- $7.50 
\ Vrite, ph one or come in an d l earn how to protect stamps the 

PERFEC'.l'LY CLEAR WAY 

GIMBELS 
'l'Vorld' s Larges t Stamp D epartments 

33rd and Broadway 
New York 1, N. Y. 

9th at Market Street 
Philadelphia 5 , Penna. 
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Hawaiian Numeral Border Types 
By J. F . W EST ERBERG. 

Th e chief obstacle in classifying the Hawaiian Numerals of 1859-66 has 
been the la ck of evidence to complete the " ·ork. Some of these t~rpeset stamps 
have only been found in sin~!'i e copies , with no eYidence of an adjoining stamp 
except the mute testimony of th e t~·pogra phic impression itself. Very few his­
torical documen ts have been fou nd to show ho\\· many settings were r equired 
and in what sequence they wer e printed. Here too, the typography of the 
stamps might have a story to tell if \\·e could only deciph er its mea ning. A 
potential source of evid ence such as this, deserves to be investigated . 

The first step, and the only one "·e shall take in this article, is to ex­
amine the nature of the typographic r ecord we seek to interpret. 

'l'h'e procedure that ·was followed in printing the Numerals has particular 
significance. Th e stamps wer e a 11 printed from a ten set form of movable type. 
'l'he same form was used as a basis for a ll setting·s. \Vhenever stamps of a 
different denomination \\·ere r equired, the printer merely substituted a portion 
of th e type. The possibility that some of the original type matter was n ever 
substituted at any time, suggests a continuous typographic r elationship be­
tween the ten subj ects of one set t ing and th eir counterparts in all the other 
settings. Im·estigation has confirmed this possibility and we now find that the 
Hawaiian Numerals can be divided into ten border types . 

'l'he problem in id entifying these ten types is to find , if possible, some char­
acteristic feature in each border that did not change through all the various 
printings. \\Thenever such an ideal condition cannot be found , th e next altern­
ative is to find two features that overlap from one series of printings to another. 
Fortunatelv no bro borders are exactlv alike. Each one is differ ent from all 
the oth ers in one or more r espects. In 'most cases this difference was caused by 
a defective bord er rule. Other causes were the use of defective letters or odd 
size type. Also to be noted are certain differences in th e allocation of leads and 
spaces by th e printer. 

Th e greatest change that took place at any one time occurred when the form 
was reset for printing No. 21, 5 cents blue. All the border inscriptions ·were 
changed and many border rules were replaced, but enough old material was 
r etained to preserve the identity of each border. It is well to keep in mind that 
Nos. 21, 26, 25 and 22 in that order are the stamps that were printed after the 
form was r evamped. 

I have numbered th e border types to coincide with the positions they occupy 
in No. 15, l cent black, since that is the earliest setting which has been 
-117-
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rigorously proven. In some of the other settings the border type numbers do 
not coincide with their position numbers, so the two should not be confused. 

IDENT1FYING THE TEN B ORDER TYPES 

SCOTT NOS. 10, 11, 12 and 14 -26 I NCLUSIVE 

TYPE I 

All stamps of this type ex­
cept Nos. 10, 11 and 12 can be 
identified by the characteristic 
rule shown in Fig. l a and l b. 
Another feature common to all 
except Nos. 21, 26, 25 and 22, is 
the relation between the large 
numeral and the word '' UKU 
LETA." The bottom of the large 
numeral is always lower than the 
period after "LETA." 

2 Cents. 

Fig. l a . 

TYPE II 
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. / 1....-:-1 INTER 
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F i g . 2a. 

lr;r 

The broken letter "R" in the word "INTER" (Fig. 
2a) is found in all stamps of this type except in the :first 
setting· of No. 11 (the original setting) and in Nos. 21, 26, 
25 and 22. The break in the left hand rule begins to 
show up noticeably in No. 14 and is a :fixture from then 
on although the border was turned upside down in re­
setting the type for No. 21. 

F i g . 2b. 

In the :first setting this type seems to have no definite 
markings and it can only be segregated from the other 
types by a process of elimination. This is the only stamp 
I have found that cannot be directly identified by mark­
ings. It is the lower left hand stamp in Crocker's well 
known block of six. 

TYPE III 

The outstanding characteristic of 
this type is the small '' 0 '' in the word 
"POSTAGE." (Fig. 3a) This error was 
not corrected until the design was re­
vamped for No. 21. Carried over into 
Nos. 21, 26, 25 and 22 is the typical rule 
shown in Figs. 3b and 3c. Here again 
the border was turned upside down in 
resetting the type for No. 21. 

F i g . 3b. 

POSTAGE. 
POSTAGE. 

F i g . 3a. 

llit' V.L'. 

F ig. 3 c . 
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TYPE IV 

F ig. 4a. F i g . 4b. 

Here we have the ideal condition, 
a typical rule occupying the same place 
in the border in every setting. The 
markings are less pronounced in the 
first setting but they are still recogniz­
able. (Fig. 4a and 4b) 

TYPEV ~ 
Here ;, another rule that ean be ;aenh- \.,,,._INT 

fied in every setting. Nothing spectacular W ~-
but easily recognized with a little practice. <.:> 
(Figs. 5a and 5b) J F i;;-. 5 ,. 

TYP E VI 

The characteristic rule shown in Figs. 6a and 
6b is found in all stamps of this type. In some of 
the early settings the whole line is shown. The 
little bump in the line, however, is always there. 
The border, as can be seen, was turned upside 
down in resetting the type for No. 21. (Fig. 6b) 

I I ~ 

l!w 

F ig . 5.b. 

f [~ER I~.A ~D 
F i g . Ga . 

!"af, l 

F ig . Gb. 

II 
TYP E VII 

HAW'4f1AN POS't.\GE 
r I Here is another rule that iden-

F i g . 7n. tifies all stamps of this type. (F igs. 
7a and 7b ) 

11 l_\KU LETA., ii 
Fig. Tb. 

TYP E VIII 

The two raised letter in the word ''INTER'' 
(Fig. Sa ) is a feature common to all stamps of 
this type until we come to the revamped issues. 
The characteristic break in the rule carries 
through from No. 15 to the last printing. (Figs. 
Sa and Sb ) 

Fig·. Sa . 

-----·----·-·-- 1 ~U L~~ i ! 
. - , 
I - , 

F ig. Sb~ 



120 COLLECTORS CLUB PHIL ATELIST 
AND 
i UI< 
I 

TYPE IX I 
:o 

Th e identiflcation of thi type is based c: i Z 
: ~ on the ''troublesome bent rule'' that ~ I ,...:i 

Crocker thought ''taken out" when c:: I r.n was _., , _ 
~ 

No. 21 was printed. Actually it was only t"" 1 ~ 
t_'r1 .w 

moved to another spot in the border. (Figs. '"'3 I E-
i z 9a and 9b) 

IN l'I 

l<' i g, l Ob . 

• 

•• -
F ig . 10:1. 

'~I .. 
~ L .. . -
F ig. lOc . 

~ 
• 1-

I 
••• I ...... ! 1 

--------· ------
Fig. D:o. F i g. l)b. 

TYPJ<:; X 

In all the stamps of this type 
printed previous to No. 21, the two 
right hand vertical rules come together 
a littl e at the bottom as opposed to type 
IX in which they spread apart. (Fig. 
lOa) Carried over into th e revamped 
issues is the characteristic break down 
in Figs. lOb and lOc. This is another 
rule that was turned upside down in 
r esettin g the type for Jo. 21. 

W e see, then, that the division of the Hawaiian Numerals into border types 
is based on those typographic features that did not change from one setting to 
another. The next step will be to note the features which did change and to 
utilize that evidence in eeking to determine the number of settings and their 
chronological sequence. 
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Notes on the 1894-1905 Issues 
(F'roni the treatment by Dr. H erbert lJ!fonk in Kohl's Handbook, the writings of 

Col. G. 8 . F. Napier, and maga .z1·11e a1'ficles of w1lrnown authoi·ship, 
including one in th e American Journal of Philately for Augiist 

1, 1901. Compiled by H enry A. 111eyer.) 

At the time of the publication of the special number commemorating the 
centenary of the Brazil Bull 's E)•cs in 10-b:i, more matel'ial was prepared than 
could be used in one number. 'l'h e following article on the 1894-1905 issues of 
Brazil is one of the chapters which " ·e1·e not used. \Ve believe that some col­
lectors of Brazil stamps " ·ill like to haYe it for the information it contains. ·we 
haw purpose])· emitted consideration of the 100 reis carmine and black in great 
detail, .· in ce that stamp has been studied and i still being studied by Prof. 
Ralph E. ·warner. 

It must be understood that nothing in this article is original with the pres­
ent author. Ile has simp l)· compiled it from man)· "·iclel~r scattered sources 
and fused it into a sing·le paper. 

Varieties of the 50 Reis, Scott 's Type A41a. 

Th e 50 reis first appeared in 189-± in a single color, blu e of various shades, 
but printed from bYO plates at two individual operations. It 'ms thus just as 
much "·ork to print this stamp a. if it had been a bi-color. Indeed , so greatly 
did the ink differ from cla)· to da~· that the central medallion is often in a very 
rlifferent shade than the frame. The stamps were closely spaced: about 1/ 2 mm. 
Copies with wider margins are from the edge of the sheet. 

In 1897, the 50 reis appeared printed from a single plate. Most catalogues 
do not list it as a separate stamp, but it deserves to be represented in a Brazil 
collection . 'l'he spacing is stil I about 1/ 2 mm. 'I'he differences between the t " ·o­
plate stamp and the single-plate stamp are as follows: 

In the single-plate stamp, the oval and the inscription of va lue are ahrnys 
perfectly centered in the frame, wh ereas in the two-plate stamp, as a result of 
going through the press twice, these portions are nearly alwa.Ys more or less off 
center with respect to the rest of the design. Another mark of recognition is 
the ribbon containing the " ·ord "REIS" to the left of the "50 ", which shO\YS a 
break in both stamps: in the two-plate stamp the break is very small and is 
immediately over the "S" of "REIS", while in the single-plate stamp the break 
reaches to the encl of the ribbon adjacent to the "50 ". Fig. 1 hows t his detail 
in t he two-plate stamp, Fig. 2 in the single-plate stamp. 

F ig·. 1 F ig . 2 

I n 1900 the color of the 50 reis stamp was changed to green, which comes 
in a great variety of shades, and the stamp was still printed from the same 
single plate, with narrow (1/2 mm.) spacing. 

Sometime between 1900 and 1904, a new plate ' ra · laid down , identical in 
design, but with much wider spacing, averaging 11/2 to 2 mm. 'l'he color is 
u ually a light shade of gr een. 

'I'he 50 reis stamp appeared watermarked in 1905, but that subject is being 
handled by Lee H. Cornell. 



122 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Varieties of the 100 Reis, Scott's Type A42. 

Here we must be careful not to encroach upon Prof. \Varner 's chosen field. 
The most striking variety, and I believe Mr. Warner is not discussing it, is the 
variety with ''pointed zeros. '' 'l'hese occur in two degrees: somewhat sharp, 
and quite sharp. The latter are the more conYincing as a variety worth showing 
in a collection. 

F ig·. 4 F ig· . 5 Fig;. <; F ig·. 'r 

In 1900, the 100 reis was made a single-color stamp, but as a single plate 
was not yet available, it was printed from the two old plates in two operations. 
For this reason the spacing is still narrow, V2 mm. ; and the stamp shows ex­
actly the same characteristics as the bi-colored stamp, i. e., the hatching of the 
central oval is bounded by an oval frame line in the same color as the hatching. 
See Fig. 4. Scott lists this stamp as No. 160a. It is scarcer than its catalogue 
price would tend to indicate. 

After only a few weeks of printing of the above stamp, a single plate was 
made in which the oval boundary line of the hatching is missing and the spac­
ing is much wider, averaging 11/2 to 2 mm. Being printed from a single plate, 
the registration between parts is now always perfect. See Fig. 5. Scott lists 
this stamp as No. 160. It is very common compared with No. 160a. 

In 1905, we have the ·watermarked stamps, which are being handled by 
Lee H . Cornell. 

Va.rieties of the 200 Reis, Scott's Type A42a. 

The first 200 reis stamps of this design were the bi-colored, orange and black, 
in a great range of shades. This stamp offers almost everything in the way of 
specialization possibilities that the 100 reis possesses, except that no substituted 
heads are known. The spacing is narrow, 1/2 mm. 

In 1900, the 200 reis was made a single color stamp in blue, ranging all 
the way from a medium blue to deep indigo. It was still printed from two plates, 
and the two parts are often out of register. The spacing is still 1/ 2 mm. Scott 
lists this stamp as No. 161. A distinguishing mark of this stamp is the hatch­
ing, which reaches to the oval frame line. See Fig: 6. 

Soon a single plate was prepared, but the two-plate stamp is much com­
moner than the corresponding 100 reis. In the new stamp, which Scott lumps 
in with the older as No. 161, the hatching stops short of the oval frame line, 
so that there is a narrow white oval border between the hatching and the .frame 
line. The registration of parts is, perforce, perfect. The spacing is now 11h to 
2 mm. Fig. 7 represents this stamp. 
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Fig. S 

Sometime between 1900 and 1904, another new plate was 
prepared from a third die. Scott also lumps this in with No. 
161. See our Fig. 8. The discoverer of the new stamp re­
ported it in a magazine, the name and date of which I have 
mislaid. He first observed the stamp on March 28, 1903, and 
thought he had found a new forgery to defraud the post of­
fice department, of which there had been everal (see below). 
But in a later number of the same magazine, he published a 
correction that the stamp was genuine and from a "re­

touched" die, as he expressed it. The spacing is 11/2 to 2 mm. Dr. Munk de­
scribes this third die thus: 

The re-drawing of the 200 reis differs from the previous types in numer­
ous points. In the figures of value there is a rich ornamentation which stands 
out prominently. The hatching in the oval does not reach quite to the Liberty 
Head, so that in front of the face and the neck and behind the head a fine 
white line is visible. At their outer ends the hatching lines go clear to the 
frame line, as in the two-plate stamp and in contrast to the first single-p late 
stamp. The hatching of the two lower triangles of the frame (to the right of 
"BRAZIL" and to the left of "ESTA" of "ESTADOS") has been greatly 
changed; the lower lines which look like dots an d dashes of the Morse code 
go much higher up, and the breaks in the same are much more regularly dis­
tributed; in the right-hand triangle the 13th line of hatching, counting from 
the bottom upward , is always broken; this flaw must have occurred on the 
original die, or cer tainl y on the transfer die. The spacing is somewhat wider 
than in the first single-plate stamp. 

There is a noteworthy plate flaw on some of the stamps: a white sharp 
tongue in the upper left triangle, reaching from the left edge inward toward 
the right. Some of the stamps show a flaw in which the base line to which the 
letters "ID" of "UNIDOS " are attached at the bottom as not straight, but 
wavy, so that a letter somewhat like a German "W" is formed. 

Among my memoranda, I find some additional directions for recognizing 
the third die of the 200 reis; these were the traits originally listed by the dis­
coverer when he first observed the stamp, and which led him to the conviction 
that it was a hitherto unrecognized variety. 

Two-plate stamp and 
first single-plate tamp. 

1. Ruled lines of background blurred. 
solid. 

2. Lines behind "REIS" often appear. 

3. Space above "REIS" ruled with hor­
izontal lines only; the lower ones are 
broken and irregular. 

4. Face of numerals "200" nearly white; 
ornamental dots and dashes almost 
invisible. 

6. Oval frame line broad and heavy. 

8. Letters of "U IDOS" etc. 11h mm. 
high. 

Third die; 
second sin g le -plate stamp. 

1. Impression much clearer and sharper, 
especially ruled lines of background. 

2. Lines behind "REIS" especially dis­
tinct. 

3. The space is ruled with cross vertica1 
and horizontal lines. 

4 . Dots and dashes very distinct, rnakiu~ 
figures "200" appear quite blue. 

5. Shading lines of face are heavier, more 
regular, less broken. 

6. Oval frame line thin and sharp. 
7. Each laurel leaf has a strong, darK 

outl'.ne; the one at the right forms a 
straight line with the stem. 

8 . Sarne letters 1 % mm. high. 
9. Perf. 11-11 % only. 

In 1905, we have the 1ratermarked stamps, which we are leaving to Lee H. 
Cornell to describe for us. 

Paper and Perforations. 

Hegarding paper and perforations, Prof. Warner annotated the translation 
of Kohl's Handbook as follows: 

Pack listed 16 varieties of paper on the 1894 -97 issue. I think , however, 
that the r ed uction to three, thin, thick white opaque, and thick white with 
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distinct mesh , as outlined in Gibbons' Catalogue from Pack's work, is a very 
sen sibl e reduction. 

A number of the denomination . come on a variety of the thin paper which 
is so transparent that in the presence of moisture it has the appearance of 
oiled paper. 

Continuing Prof. \Varner 's annotations concerning perforations, he writes: 

As for perforations, there are only the thr ee a~so listed there: 1lx ll1h . 
12 %x14 and compound . It seems to me that the compounds should be broken 
up into two groups, dep en ding upon the arrangement: ll-111hx12 % -1 4 and 
1 21h-14xll-111h . Perhaps the use of such a sub-division is something that 
should depend upon the interest of the individual collector. 

There is one detail as to perforations that may be of inlerest. It will be 
recalled that the U. S. regular issue of 1917 is perforated 11 bul that a few 
copi es have been found with a perforation 10 on one side only. The explana­
tion is that when a row of perforations was left out, the perforation was later 
fini s h ed on a diffel'ent mach ine. A similar situatio n hold s for the 1894-97 issue 
of Brazil. I have the following items in my own co llection: 
On thin paper 

Perf. 12 % -1 4 on three sides; 11-11 % at bottom 
3 0 0 rei o, emerald-green and black ( 2 copies) 
500 reis blue and black. (2 copies) 

P erf. 11-11 % on three sides; 12 %-14 at bottom 
10 0 r e is rose and black, type I ( 2 copies) 

Perf. 11-11% on three sides; 12 1h-14 at top 
50 reis blue, printed from 2 plates (1 copy) 
100 reis rose and black, type I (7 copies) 

On thick opaque paper 
Perf. 1 1-11 % on three sides; 1 2 %-14 at right 

500 r eis blue and black ( 1 copy) 

Concerning the widely-spaced perforations 5% to 7, 81/2 to 9%, and their 
compounds " ·ith 11 to 111/2 , Dr. l\Iunk 'rrites: 

The wid e ly-spaced perforations, wh ich appeared after 1896 , are mu ch 
sought after and valued. Since it was impossibl e to separate the stamps by 
m eans of the widely spaced perforations, copies are often found with th e per­
forations cut or torn off. Copies with perfect perforations, pairs, etc., com­
mand hi g h e r prices. On account of the late use of these gauges, the following 
stamps cannot appear with it: the 100 reis type I (Grecian Head), the "DEZ 
10 REIS, " and th e 50 reis from two plates. This fact has been overlooked 
by forg er s of these perforations. 

In the 50 reis stamp from a s ingle plate but with n a rrow spacing, perfor­
ation 8 % to 9 % is quite a rarily. 

Imperforate copies of practically all values to th e 200 re is are found and 
likewise all values to the 200 reis ex ist imperforate e ither vertically or hori­
zontally. These e rrors in perforation have been found in large blocks. In one 
of these large block s 24 s tamps in the middl e of the pane (4 horizontal by 6 
vertical rows) are entirely imperforate , while the marginal rows are perforated. 
Copies occur which are so badly perforated that the stamp co nsists of portions 
of several stamps, copies where the denomination is above instead of below the 
m edallion, etc . 

Forgeries to Defraud the Post Office Department. 

Forgeri es of the 10 0 reis (carmine and bl ack, No . 116, type V. snub-nose 
h ead), 300 r e is, a nd 500 r eis to defraud the post office were put into circ ul ation ; 
the forgery of the 100 r eis see m s to hav e made its first appearance abo ut the e nd 
of th e year 1 899, because this forgery is ve ry rare and it is therefore to be as­
sumed that it came out sho rtly before the change of color of January, 1900. The 
forgeries of the 300 and 500 reis may h ave fir st appeared during the last h a lf 
of the year 1900, becau se a corresponding forgery of the 200 r eis whi ch shows 
exactly th e sam e h ead is an imitation of the first s ingl e-pl a te 200 r eis stamp, 
which appeared later in the year 1900. The forg eri es were printed from a 
plate of some size, since a block of four has been found. 
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Fi;.:-. ll 
100 n .• is 

Fi~·. 10 

The forgery of th e 100 reis, 
which is certain ly an imitation of 
Head V . is easy to recognize by the 
great differen ce in the inscription 
"CORREIO" (c f. illustration). Also 
in the inscription around the oval the 
l e tters "E", ''D" , a nd "S" differ 
from the letter s of th e originals. A 
shadow which r each es from th e cor­
n er of the eye past the co rne r of the 
mou th to the lob e of the ear gives 
the ch eek a chubby, s miling appear­
a n ce. 

The forgeries of the 300 and 
5 0 0 re is were evidently made from 

a new drawing; the h ead is id entical in the two , a nd s how s a h eavy, puffy face. 
The final "S" of "ESTADOS" h a s not t h e rounded s h ape of th e original, but is 
narrow er. The "S" of t h e word "REIS" to the left of the figures is much 

Oriµ;itHll 
JHl) 1·ei s 
For,;.:."ery 

Fi;.:-. 11 
::100 1·eis 
Pori:;ery 

l <" i;:;. ] !? 
:100 1·eis 
01·i.;.d 1i:tl 

Fiµ;. J:l 
,:>OO r e is 
For;:ery 

closer to th e end of th e ribbon than in th e originals; in the 500 reis the "S" 
und er di sc ussion also differs from the original in that the " S" in th e originals 
is no t iceably la r ger than th e letters "REI"; moreo ver , the s t e m of th e flag 
of the "5" of "500" in the originals lean s some what toward the right , while 
in the forgery i t is exac tly v erti cal. 

The forgeri es of all three v a lu es were chie fly used in Rio. Un used copies 
of any of th e m unknown. 

'l'h e above discussion is taken bodi l~' from th e translation of Kohl's Hand­
book. In the American J ou rnal of Philatel~- for August 1, 1901, page 210, the 
original discoverer of the fo rgeries gives th e marks by which he discovered them: 

Genuine 

1. L etter s of "CORREIO" a r e eq uidis­
tant from each other a nd s la nt to the 
rig ht. 

2. Th e letters of "ESTADOS" e tc., a re 
1 % mm. high. 

5. Note the laurel leaves on the head 
of Lib er ty; only s m a ll pieces of stem 
can be seen between th e leaves; bases 
of leaves are lost in shadow. 

6. Th e tripl e ornament in front of 
"CORREIO" is about 1 mm. from 
the "C". 

8. 3 00 r e is gray-green, emerald g r een. 

Forgel"ics 

1. The re is too mu ch space between the 
first "O" and firs t "R" of "COR­
REIO" . Th e "C " is upright and the 
first "O " is n early upright. 

2. Same lette r s a r e 1 %, mm. high. 
3. In "REIS" the "E" is too wide, its 

strokes are too thick, the " I" and 
"S" are too thin. 

4. Th e orna m ents in the upper corn ers 
are too white and distinc t. 

5. The entire outline of th e l eaves can 
b e seen; the stem is strongly defined, 
and exte nds b e low th e lowest pair 
of leaves. 

6 . The orname nt a lm ost touch es the 
''C". 

7 . The thin vertical lin es b e low the 
pearls are mu ch broken, often mis­
s ing entire ly , so that the h orizontal 
line appears almost white. 

8. 3 0 0 r e is deep y e llow-g r een. 5 O O re is 
dark dull blu e . 

9 . Slightly thi ck e r , harder paper. 
10 . Perf. lllh. 
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Continuing from Kohl's Handbook: 

Fig. 14 
200 reis 
Original 

Fig. 15 
200 reis 
Forgery 

In the forgery of the 2 0 0 reis , the hatching in the oval does not r each to the 
frame line, so that the forgery is certainly an imitation of the first single-plate stamp, 
which \s of great importance for fixing the time of its production. The same head 
as in the forge ri es of the 300 and 500 reis stamps was used, with the puffy face; 
there is also a difference in the shape of the "R's" of "CORREIO. " 

RECAPITULATION 

50 Reis 

1894 blue (usually two shades), from two plates, spacing 1h mm. 
1897 blue, from one plate, spacing 1/2 mm. 
1900 green, from one plate, spacing 1/2 mm. 
1900-04 green, from one plate, spacing 11/2-2 mm. 

100 Reis 

1894 carmine and black, from two plates (see Chapter 13) 
1900 dull carmine, from two plates, spacing 1;2 mm. 
1900 rose-carmine, from one plate, spacing 11/2-2 mm. 

200 Reis 

Scott's No. 

115 
115 
159 
159 

116 
160a 

160 

1894 orange and blae;k, from two plates, pacing 1h mm. 118 
1900 blue to deep indigo, from two plates, spacing 1;2 mm. 161 
1900 light blue to indigo, from one plate, spacing 11h-2 mm. 161 
1900-04 blue to dark blue, design re-engraved, from one plate, spacing 

11;2-2 mm. 161 

I had hoped to present a columnar tabulation of paper and perforation 
varieties, as was done in other Brazil studies but I find that Col. Napier 
closed his work with the end of the year 1899. Both blue 50 reis stamps have 
therefore been handled in great detail, but all the other single-color stamps of 
these three denominations lie beyond the scope which the Colonel chose to 
study. Perhaps at some future date, by securing specialized catalogs from 
Brazil and making a. study of collections containing large numbers of these 
stamps, it may be possible to present such a tabulation. Any collector willing 
to co-operate in such an undertaking is invited to correspond with the compiler. 
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Uncle Sam Gives Stocl~ton 
a Mail-Route 

By CAPTAIN JAMES A. BULL, U. s. N. R. 

In 1847 Charles M. Weber, a pioneer of 1841, who had been given a Spanish 
grant of 47,000 acres for all that area, established a town-site at the head of 
Mormon Slough on the navigable waters of the San J ouquin and there built 
himself a store. With the discovery of gold in the country to the east, he en­
larged his town-ship, named it Stockton for his old friend the Commodore 
and at back to ''atch it gro''· And grow it did by leaps and bounds. 

By 1855 Weber's little town-. ite had become the third largest city of the 
Pacific coast. At the head of navigation on the an Juaquin, as it was, and 
surrounded b;v rapidly growing wheat and dairying country, it became the 
natural headquarters for the vast region of gold production known as the South­
ern Mines. These extended from Jack on on the north, to General Fremont's 
famous Mariposa Mine, for wl1ich he refused $1,000,000 cold cash only to lose 
it compl etel~r later ;-on the sonth . Th e tremendous gold output of the early 
'50s had not fallen off anr1 mueh of the yellow metal remained in the hands of 
the Stockton merchants for foodstuffs and other supplies. Stockton was a 
prosperous city and an ambitious one. 

Th e Hall. of Congress were . eethin g, ju t then, with discussion of overland 
mail routes to shorten the time of tlw Panama Route. A mail line from In­
dependence via Salt Lake City to Placerville was operating under contract but 
in a hi1:d1ly irregular and un ·atisfactory manner and another from St. Louis 
to San Francisco via El Paso and Los Angeles had been under protected dis­
cussion. 

Small 'rnnder that Stockton put in her plea for a route to end there, al­
ready connected as she was with San Francisco by a dail~r steamer. But wonder 
of all \Yonder. when Congress. by the "Act of March 3, 1855" established a new 
transcontinental mail route from Independence via Albuquerque to Stockton. 
It was perhap a momentar~' compromise between the bitter exponents of the 
Northern Route across the Great P lains and the equally embattled adherents 
to the St. Louis, El Paso, Los Angeles Route. Little debate on it has been 
recorded and the Cali fornia historians have completely passed it by. 

Postmaster-General A. V. Brown. who was a great advocate of better service 
to the Far West, on the strength of the Act, on December 1, 1857 entered into a 
contract for a monthly service at $80,000 per annum and on October 1, 1858 
this service was inaugurated. 

And now, alas, that my little mail route, inaugurated o bravely to the 
glory of Stockton must end so very, very sadly. Postmaster-General Brown died 
suddenly in March, 1859, and his snccessor, J. Holt, was dedicated to the big 
axe of economy. Mail routes were chopped off right and left and our little 
orphan pas ed out quietly June 30, 1859. 

"But where, "-philatelists must be saying-" are the prized letters that 
went east and west with these route markings.'' Where are they indeed ;-two 
letters east and one west during the entire life of the contract, if Postmaster­
Gene1·a ls do not lie and these august gentlemen don't. (See next page). 

(The Encl ) 
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George Washington and The Posts 
By JOSEPH CARSON 

It was nearly one hundred years before George W a hington was born that 
the first Po t was established in the British Colonies-the one in Massachusetts 
in 1639. 'l'he system spread and it was three years before his birth that the first 

olonial po tal map appeared in print-the one by H . Moll in London in 1729 
bowing the route from Philadelphia to Piscataway (now in New Hampsbire ).( 1 ) 

\Va hin()"ton grew up therefore under a po tal system and was able to judge of its 
usefulne at an early age. 

From the time he was a British Army officer of twenty-five until his later 
year in retirement at Mt. Vernon, v\Tashington bad much to write about the 
Po t . As this article proceeds it will be seen what he thought of the postal 
sy tern, of it ·weaknesses, its . trengths and its possibilities to a disunited line 
of colonies trung along the Atlantic coast. 

'l'hat he considered it of the utmost importance in his military campaigns 
and later as a means of knitting together the new freedom is clear. Washington 
used the Post for the transmis. ion of both military and personal letters. He 
used "exp res es" much as we "-ould use "special delivery" today-for certainty 
and ·peed. He did not encourage military convoys of the mails, for soldiers 
·were too Yaluable. All bis thinking ·wa · of the Posts as a civil, not a military 
function. 

No attempt is made in this article to include a history of the Posts during 
this period. That is admirably don in Rich's History of the United States Post . 
Office, particularly in his Chapter IV. Here, it is intended that Washington 
shall hold the center of the stage throughout. 

Earlier Years 
In his first letter on the subject written at Fort Loudoun, Virginia, on July 

15, 1757, to Colonel John Stanwix the young Colonel says, "'l'he Philadelphia 
post, which formerly came to this place, being stopped, prevents our hearing any 
foreign news." Thi brief in tance i interesting for, at the time, two years 
after the defeat and death of General Braddock at Fort Duquesne, the French 
were more than a menace in the Ohio Country, and Louisburg and Quebec had 
yet to fall to Engli h arms. 

At this time the post office \\a under the management of Benjamin Franklin 
and Col. John Hunter; it service extended from Georgia to New Hampshire. 
'l'he Penn ylvania Assembly, " ·hen Braddock marched west, had establi hed a 
special post from Winchester to Philadelphia, ''for the accommodation of the 
arm~' chieft.v ;" but as early as August, 1756, Franklin had given notice that it 
must be di continued unless supported by grants from Maryland and Virginia. 

Governor Denny, of Pennsylvania, asserted that Franklin took advantage 
of hi official po. ition to circulate his newspaper and receive intelligence free, 
"which he may make the best or worst use of in the pre ent situation of 
affairs." (2 ) It Trill be seen later that Washington trongly upported the free 
carriag-e of newspapers. Then fourteen years go by before vVashington again 
has occasion to criticize the Posts and this time he complain a a private citizen, 
\Hi ting- from l\It. Vernon on July 20, 1771 to Robert Cary & Co., a mercantile 
house in Philadelphia. He be,vails the disadvantage of shipping to a house that 

(1) A r e production of this map, 1763(?) edition is to be found at p . 95 in "Handstruck 
Posta ge Stamps of the Empire" by Robson Lowe, 3rd ed. London, 1940-41. 

(2) Writings of Washington from th e Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John 
C. Fitzpa trick, Editor. Govt. print. off. 1931-1940. 37 vols. 2 vols . Index, 1944 . Vol. 2. p. 
98, and note. H e reafter cite d as [vol] F W [p] eg: 2 F W 98 . 

See a lso l e tter of Franklin to Washington of August 19, 1756. Writings of Franklin, 
Smyth, III, 343. 
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nas no connection with the Potomac River. Washington never wa ted billings 
wh en be could save them. He says, 

"So likewise is it a disadvantage on Acct. of your Letters which come chiefly by 
York and James River Ships, by which means I have the postage from Williams­
burg to Alexandria always to pay, which upon a letter that contains an Account 
of Sales, or that has anything else Enclosed, amounts often to four, five and 
sometimes eight or ten shillings, which in the end increases to no trifling 
Sum ."(3) 

Revolutionary Years 
THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE 

A. will be recalled, W asbington took command of the Continental Armies as 
Commander-in-Chief at Cambridge, Ma s. on July 3, 1775. On November 10 of 
that year, Congre s sitting at Philadelphia, gave him as such Commander, the 
Franking Privilege on letters both to and from him. It accorded the ame privi-

. lege to the "Chief Commander in the army in the northern department.'' (4 ) 

This man was Artemus \Varel. On January 9, 1776 ongress resolved: 

"that no postage be paid for any letter to or from private soldiers while en­
gaged in actual service in the defense of the United Colonies; and such letters 
be franked by some persons authorized for that purpose by the commanding 
officer of the department." (5) 

But this action did not go far enough for Washington, who wrote on January 30, 
1776 from Cambridge to the President of ongre s 

"Is it the Intention of Congress, that the Officers of the Army should pay post­
age? they are not exempted by the Resolve of the 9n Instant."(6) 

Washington went to this trouble for his officers at a moment when be was 
greatly >vorried at the recent news of the repulse at Quebec, and the death of 
Montgomery and the wounding of Arnold there. But nothing came of it until 
December 28, 1779 when Congress pa sed a Resolve to the effect that rates of 
postage until further order. · be "20 prices upon the sums paid in the year 1775.'' 
By l\Iay 1779, $1215.00 in paper was equivalent to $100. in specie. This was such 
a startling r evision upward clue to this depreciation of continental currency that 
Congress was moved to add these words-

". . . that s ingle letters directed to any officer of the line and all letters di­
rected to general officers commanding in a separate department-be free." (7) 

But this hardly encouraged letters from the field of battle to those at home. For 
the information of the Army, General Washington on January 2, 1780, i sued 
general orders, quoting this Act from his Headquarters at Morristown, N. J. 

Once again he refers to th e ''frank'' as touching the Army in other general 
orders is ·ued at Newburgh, N. Y. on January 3, 1783 quoting from them 

"that the privilege of franking letters be, and the same is hereby, extend ed to 
the inspector general, the adjutant general, the director of the hospitals, the 
quartermaster general, the commissary of prisoners, and the paymaster general 
of t h e army of the United States; and that the same privilege be, and the same 
is hereby, extended to the officers at t h e heads of the like departments in any 
separate army; all letters to and from whom, on public business, sh all pass free 
of postage;" 

'fben follow.· an amazing example of double talk, quoted olely to illustrate Con­
gre sional or Departmental thinking. The obscuritie of the present Income 
Tax La'r are nothing new. 

(3) 3 F W 58. 
(4) U. S. Contin e nta l Congress. Journa ls of the Continental Congress. Washington, 

U. S. Go\'t. print. off. 1904-37, vol. 3: 345· 
(5) Journals ibid. 6: 43. 
(6) 4 F W 2 9. 
(7) Journals of the Continental Congress ut supra, 15: 1415. 17 F W 341. 
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"and in order to prevent the multiplicity of franks becoming too burthensome· 
to the public, Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the allowance not 
exceeding twenty per cent. on what would be the postage of free letters, if they 
were charged, be discontinued, and that the public be charged with no further 
commissions on free letters , though they contain enclosures, than the officers 
of the Post Office would be entitled to on the postage of the same number of 
single letters coming the same distance." 

The writer invites a smile from bis readers, not an interpretation. 
'!.'bis Act o quoted by \Vashington ends with a repeal of th e "extraordinary 

expresses" created by the Act of October 18, 1782-just three month before.( 8 ) 

IRREGULARITIES OF THE POSTS 

Between January 23, 1776 and November 11, 1783, Washington wrote twelve-
1etter complaining of interruptions, delays and irregularities in the Posts, (9 ), 

of th e stupidity of the Postmaster at Princeton, and the "villiany" of certain 
po tma sters, and of the impropriety of conduct of the po tmaster at Middle­
brook, (now Bound Brook), N. J . 

In writing to John Augustine Washington, his brother from Cambridge, on 
March 31, 1776, he suggests, ''After your Post is established to Fredericksburg 
the Intercourse by Letter may become regular and certain (and whenever time, 
little of which God knows I have for friendly corrispondance, will permit, I ball 
be happy in writing to you)." (10 ) 

On September 4, 1776, he wrote from ew York to the President of Congress. 
"The Post Master having r emoved his Office from the City to Dobb's ferry , as 
it is said, makes it extremely inconvenient , and will be the m eans of my not 
giving such constant and reg ular Intelligence as I could wish. Cannot some 
mode be devised by which w e may have a pre tty constant and certain Inter­
course and communication kept up? It is an Interesting matte r and of great 
importance and as such I am persuaded will meet with due attention by Con­
gress." ( 11) 

and he followed this two days later with another letter that be would communi­
cate with Congress 

"by Express, having it not in my power to communicate any Intelligence by post 
as the Office is r emoved to so great a distance and entirely out of the way. " (12) 

On January 13, 1777 be writes to Robert forris in Philadelphia from Morris­
town, N. J. and says 

"I should thank, you most h eartily, for taking a Le tter or two of mine, when you 
do your own, by the Southern Mail, and forwarding of them, as oppertunity 
offers, to the Camp. I have long since drop 'd all private correspondance with 
my fri ends in Virginia, finding it incompatable with my public business. A Let­
ter or two from my Family are r egularly sent by the Post, but very irregularly 
received, which is rather mortifying, as it deprives me of the consolation of 
hearing from home, on domestick matters." (13) 

On April 15, 1776, be writes Landon Carter saying, "the other Letters alluded 
to never got to band; and may be adduced, among many other proofs of the 
villiany you suspect in th e Post Office . " ( 14 ) On December 26, 1780 from New 
Windsor, (Newburgh ) N. Y. he tells the Marquis de Lafayette that, "tbe post 
once a vVeek, and travellers accidentally are all the conveyance I have." (15 ) 

(8) 26 F W 6. 
W a shington c omm nts upon "th e want or mon ey to support th e express" say­
ing that th e d eputy Qua rte r Master for i\ra r~: l and had inform ed him tha t the 
Tack of mon ey for th e rid ers r endered it extre m ely difficult for him t o forwa rd 
l etters through his district. Colonial and R evolutionary Pos ts, by Harry M. 
Konwiser, R i chmond, V a . 1931 p. 56 . This li ttl e book is arlmirabl e in both its 
contents and form a t. 

(9) 4 F W 270, 3 48: 5 F W 123. 
(10) 4 F W 445. 
(11) 6 F W 15. 
(12) 6 F W 23. 
(13) 7 F W 1. 
(14) 7 F W 413. 
(15) 21 F W 17. 
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Free Library of Phtladelphta 

2. R.lchn1·1l llnche, Post1uaster Gene1·al 1776-178 2. 

Th en come · what is one of the most inter esting letters \Vashington ever 
wrote as to the Po t in which he made the accurate distinction between the 
words "MAIL " and " POST "-a di tinction largely lost sight of to-day, and 
u es the word '' Registering,'' but not as it is used to-day. 'fhis letter was writ­
ten to 'Iajor General H enry Knox, the artillery officer, from Rocky Hill, N. J. 
a town four miles nortb of Princeton, on November 2, 1783. H e says, 

"You will r eadily conceive how much I have been ch agreen ed , and vexed at a 
loss occasioned by the stupidity of the Postmaster a t Prin ceton , when I tell you , 
that the original of which the en closed is a duplicate, and the firs t draughts 
of a ll my public an d private letters written in th e Six W eek s preceeding, were 
los t with the Mail on thursday Night last. 
Having many letter s to write by the Post the Week before, and being in terrupted 
by Company, I was unabl e to get my dis patches r eady the overnight (as usual) 
for the Mail, but sent them off by day break the next Morning to the Post 
Offi ce, the Manager of which , as the Mail , I presum e, was made up the night 
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before, being too lazy to get u p, suffered the Post rider to go off without them. 
Ashamed to retu rn or to acknowledge that h e had not sent them, h e kept them 
to go by the last Weeks Post, by which m eans I have not only lost all my dis­
patches, but the dra u ghts, as I have m entioned above , of a ll the letter which 
I have written within that course of time; they being enclosed to Colo. Varick 
for R egistering." ( 16) 

H ow temperate Washington's language is, but how "chagreened and vexed" 
he must have been. On the same day he writes another letter to Knox in which 
he r efers to the robbery of the Eastern Mail, saying 

" unfor tunately too, a ll the Copies of my letters u p to that day met with the 
same accident, being inclosed to Colo : Varick to r ecord." (17) 

Again on that day he w~·ites to Governor George Clinton of New York to the 
same effect about the letters enclosed to Colo. Varick to r ecord. Varick r eplied 
to him on December 7, 1783 and said, "the lost papers are just come to Hand and 
I have folded, but not bad Time to Number them ... 'fhe letter to me was not 
open 'd, but in perfect Order and 1\,Iudcly. "(18 ) Varick was the confidential 
secretary to W ashington authorized by Con"'ress to record his letters in books 
so as to ''preserve them from damage and loss.'' He was in truth a recording 
secretary and in using the word '' Registerin"' ' ' W ashington meant recording 
a is shown in his two subsequent letters. It i · clear that be did not u e the 
word a we use it to-day. 

But Washington tried always to keep clear the di tinction between army 
affairs and the civil affairs of the Posts, for while at Middlebrook on April 7, 

p{, ) ,./, ~: {;(_ ~C,,.41 ~ ;i-' ..-, • ,, · • f2C-:...__ 
• / - ,.Ho. , " ~ _/~4· 1--;.,r_,,z!;.. · 
I tt-1 1(.U.. , .. z~~l"'lit•,..._ 7.b .. , ~... _.... 

p 

.. 
( 

Mr. & Mrs. J oseph Carson 

S. JJetter fro nt I.1 nnc:1stcr, Pn. tln te«l July ta. 177(;. On June 5. 1 77(; Con g·r ess resohretl 
;'thnt Expresses be estnb li s hctl bet\\•een the se , 1.-.r:rl Contine11t:1l Posts." Journnls of Con­
g·ress V p. 418. IUilit:n·y aU'.nirs :11·e 1·cfc1·1·etl to, both :tbo,·e :uul belo"· this re;;;olve. so it is 
11ot c le :11· " ·hat i!'il 1ncuut by "P 'osts." 

(16) 27 

(17) 27 
(1 8 ) 27 

F W 220. 
A co nte mporary di c tiona ry d e fin es 
(1) MAIL as "a p os tm a n 's bundl e, a bag." This was exte nd ed to include the 

carri er of th ese bags lik e a stagecoach a nd mo re r ece ntl y mail steam er, 
mail car a nd m a il pl a n e . · 

(2) POST as "a h as t y messenger, a co uri e r who comes a nd goes at stated 
tim e s ," e xte nd ed to in c lud e th e wh o le syste m of p osts. 

F W 221. 
F W 228 a nd n ote. 
Ri c h ard V a ri c k h a d b een Arnold's secr e t a ry whi c h m a d e him s u spect but 
Was hington's a ppointm e nt imm edia t e ly s il•' n ced a ll s land e r ous t a llc V a ri ck 
with h eadquar t e rs a t P o ughk eepsi e fini s h ed the w o rk in 1784 whi ch in forty ­
four volumes is known as th e "Varick Tra n scripts ." He was w a rml y thanked 
by the General. Dic tiona r y of Am e ri can Biography, N. Y. 1936, XIX, 226. 



COLLECTORS nLUB PHIL ATELIST 135 
1779 he notes the great impropriety of conduct of the Postmaster in the Brigade 
of Lt. Col. H ewes and being in doubt how to proceed again.t him a<;k Hewes in 
hi name to appoint two or three officers 1o look into the matter. (19 ) 

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE 

'l'o go into the subject of military intelligence would require an investiga­
tion far beyond the scope of this article, but ·w ashington had someth ing to say 
about it wherein it touched the posts in the three following letter s. On Septem­
ber 6, 1775, 'vhile at Cambridge he wrote to Governor Nichola Cooke suggesting 
that great advantages would be gained by intercepting the enemies' corre­
spondence, 

"I have therefore thought Proper , to propose to you the Seizing of the Mail by 
the next Packet; She is Hourly expected from England; h er Force of Men and 
Guns inconsiderable; none but Swivels a nd only mann 'd with 18 men." (20) 

In 1777 he again comment on intercepted letter . (2 1 ) Again he refers to this 
matter when at headquarters at Frederick. burgh, October 27, 1778, when he 
writes Major General Gates, '' Th e captur e of the Falmouth packet ·with the Sep­
tember mail, if confirmed '"'ill be a most fortunate event, but the supposition of a 
decoy alone can make it credible she would suffer the mail to fall into our 
hands.'' (22 ) 

PROTECTION OF POSTS 

On this subject Washington had much to ay between Augu. t 1780 and 
December 1782 dealing with lines of communication ,between the J erseys and 
the New York Highlands. It will be recalled that Burgoyne had surrendered to 
Gates at Saratoga in October 1777, and that Arnold 's treachery at W est Point 
had occurred in September of 1780. The British, ho,Yever, from Canada still 
menaced the Hudson Valley and through it New England. 

On August 27, 1780 the General '"rote from his Head Quarter s in Bergen 
County. New Jersey to Col. Elisha Sheldon 

"I have been informed that one of cur Expresses has lately been taken at Pine's 
Bridge and carried into New York. I shall be exceedingly anxious until I h ear 
whether h e was charged with a ny public dispatches. To guard against such 
an accident in future, I think it will be prudent to shift some of our Stages. 
Instead therefore of goi ng to Stratford by the present Route, I would have you 
withdraw the Dragoons from Stamford and Greens farms and place them upon 
the Road from Kings ferry to Ridgefi e ld and from thence to Stratford. This 
being higher up will be less exposed. Be pleased to inform the Quarter Master 
at Kings ferry where you estab li sh the Stage between that place and Ridgefield, 
that he may know how to forward the dispatches which are sent to him. You 
will make the change as speedily as possible."(23) 

On June 2 , 1781 from his headquarters at Peekskill, some forty miles above 
New York, he 'uote to th e Board of War thus : 

"Upon changing the position of the Army, the Route of the post is changed also. 
He now passes at Kings Ferry an d avoids the Mountains, which I hope will in 
some degree remove the danger to which he was formerly exposed . But should 
that not prove to be the case, I cannot, from the present strength of our Cavalry, 
furnish even the small escort which is required. Sheldon's Regiment consists of 
but 60 mounted and Van Heers Corps i upon the point of dissolution by the 
expiration of their service. You may judge how soon so small a Corps as 
Sheldons would be worn down had they no other duty to do but that of furnish­
ing four dragoons at a time to be constantly r iding post, (but these being all the 
horse I have to depend upon for Military Service the request of the Post Master 

(19) 14 F W 345. 
(20) 3 F W 477. 
(21) 7 F W 299. 
(22) 13 F W 163 . 
(23) 19 F W 449 . 

Sheldon w as in command of the cavalry on the east bank of th e Hudson river 
in 1780. King's ferry was on the Huclsou above Stony Point. 
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Genl. is totally incompatible with it.) There are several excellent troops of 
Volunteer Horse in J ersey and I make no doubt but an escort could be procured 
from them, if application was made to the Governor and an adequate compensa­
tion for their services allowed." (24) 

On March 15, 17 1 he wrote to Major General \Villiam Heath from Philadelphia, · 
"It having been thought necessary by Congress that an escort should accompany 
the mail from Fishkill to Morris Town, I do not look upon my ·elf at liberty to 
judge of the propriety of continuing or discontinuing the measure. The duty 
must be performed by reliefs from Sheldons regiment as the Quarter illa ter is 
not able to furni h the fresh Horses as required.'' ( 25 ) He follows this with a 
letter of January 14, 1782 to the President of Congress: 

"I have received information, that a lurking party of the Enemy is sent out to 
intercept the mail between Philadelphia and the North River, the place they are 
to lay in wait for the Post is said to be between Pluckemin and Morris Town; I 
thought it proper to give Your Excellency this notice of it (altho I cannot 
positively be answerable for the veracity of the intelligence) that tneasures 
might be taken to prevent the success of the attempt, or that other precautions 
of not committing important dispatches to the Mail, if it was deemed expedient, 
might be taken."(26) 

On May 27 of the same year William Stephens Smith wrote to Post 1\Iaster Gen­
eral Ebenezer Hazard, in reply to Hazard's comment that Washington did not 
consider Kakiat, N. Y., a safe place for the mails to remain over one night, "the 
risk being evidently too great as it is considerably advanced of any Post that 
we occupy in that Part of the Country." These letters resulted in ·w ashington 
writing a letter to Hazard on October 24, 17 2. (27 ) 

"The Head Quarters of the Army will move in a day or two to Newburg; I 
desire therefore ·that the Mail may in future be sent by Morris Town , from 
thence by the most direct road to Colonel Sewards, then thro' Warwick and 
Chester to Newburg except the Route thro' Rackets town to Sussex, Warwick 
&c. which would be inconveni ent to the People of Jersey, the one now proposed 
is the most direct and the safest that can be taken; it has been proposed before, 
but has always been opposed by the different Post Masters on account of dis­
tributing their News papers. If however it should not be thought proper now 
to take that Route I cannot nor shall I confide in the Post for any Dispatches 
coming to or going from Head Quarters; nor can the Dragoons be furnished as an 
Escort." ( 2s) 

It is quite clear that although the War wa nearly won ·washington was unwilling 
to run the risk that his letters from H ead Quarters 'Yould be intercepted, and he 
reinforces his stand in his next l etter, one to Col. Timothy Pickering, who later 
became the second Post ~Ia.ter General under the Constitution, from his Head 
Quarters at Newburg dated D ecember 25, 1782, 

"it will be proper to give the Post Master Gen! timely notice, that is, the total 
incapacity of the Dragoon Horses destined to escort or rather to carry the Mail 
to proceed any longer . He must therefore expect that in which this Letter goes 
to be the last which will be received from the Eastward thro' this mode of con­
veyance until new Arrangements shall take place; as the Dragoons were obliged 
to bring the last Weeks mail from Morris Town a considerable part of the dis­
tance on their backs, and as their Horses have had no forage from that day to 
the present. " (29) 

(24) 22 

(25) 23 

(26) 23 

(27) 24 

(28) 25 
(29) 25 

F W 281. 
The Gove rnor of N ew J e rse y was Willi a m Livingston. At this tim e th e P os t 
Maste r Ge n eral was Richard Bac h e, Franklin's son-in-law. 
F W 3 8. 
~i~k~ll5 ~~. eas t of the Hudson and b e tween P eekskill and Poughkeepsi e . 

~l'*k~93'.n :rJ~t~.ix mil e s northwest of Som e rvill e, N. J. 

~a~aJ'9 ls n ear East Hempstead, Long Island. 

F W 465. 
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4. Letter fro111 He~ul Q unrters, B e 1·ge11 County, N . J ., da t e tl Se1>te 1uber 9, 17 80 s ho,ving 
' V n s bing·t on's offi c ial u se o f hi s "frank" ,,··U h t h e ,,·o rds " On i•ubli c service." T h e text 
of t hi s lette r a 1•1•e a rs in 20 F . W . 1 7 . 

He notifies Col. Loudon from hi!> H ead Quarters at Newburg under date of 
December 12, 1782, 

"that the Dragoon Horses will not be ab le to proceed a ny longer with the Mail, 
on account of the total wa nt of forage. And therefore it will be necessary for 
you to procure a Rider to carry the next Mail without an escort and to continue 
the conveyance in the same mode, or it cannot be forward ed . The Gen eral h as, 
some days ago, d esired Col Pick ering who is in Philadelphia to acquaint the 
Post Mastr Gen eral this would be the case, unless an alteration in the Arrange­
m ents for forage imm ediately took place : Ther e is now absolutely no a ltern ­
ative left, th e Dragoons are ordered to join their Corps ." ( 30) 

Whether W ashington had his way-a military one, or the Post Master General 
his,-a political one, remains unanswered. The temper of these letters will illus­
trate how W ashington concealed the mailed fist (no pun intended ) within the 
velvet glove of polit diction. 

DEPARTURE OF THE POSTS 

Washington over the military years issued three general orders on this sub­
ject. One, dated J uly 12, 1778 from his H ead Quarters at Peramus, N. J. 
that, '"l'he Post Office will in future on a march move and remain with the 
Park."( 31 ) By thi., perhaps, he meant what Julius Caesar did in Gaul when 
he used th e word "impedimenta." Though the meaning i clear, a contem­
porary dictionary does not define "park" militarily. 

Anoth er letter from his H ead Quarters at Tota"'.a under date of October 31, 
1780, sa id " whi le we continue in th e present position the Post rider will leave 
camp at noon every Thursday instead of Friday morning. Letters, therefor e, 
must be handed to the postoffice (at the P ark ) in time for the mail to be made 
up in that hour. " ( 32 ) 

(30) 25 
(31) 12 

(32) 20 

F W 494. 
F W 17 2. 
~e~m2~i . (var iously spell ed) is 6 mil es north east of Paterson, N. J. 

T otawa is j ust w es t of Paterson. 
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5 . Tlte fir s t u:1g;e of a le tte·r e ntirel y in \.V a sliing;ton '~ h:nuJ\\rl.•itiug· in ,vhic h h e refers 
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The third was from H ead Quarters at Verplanks Point dated September 
11, 17821 that ''The post for the Southward will set out every Thursday morning 
at 11 o 'clock and r eturn from thence every Sunday at 1 o'clock P. 1\'I. The post 
for the Eastward and Northward will set out every wednesday morning at 
11 o 'clock and return from thence every Thursday at 12." (33 ) 

EXPRESSES 

Expresse have been referred to three times before in this article under the 
captions, '' Irregularitie of the Post'' and ''The Franking Privilege.'' On 
August 4, 1775 Washington wrote a long letter to the President of Congress 
from Cambridge telling of the interception of his letters near Boston, that he was 
much concerned with the matter and was dispatching an express immediately 
back. H e followed this with a letter to James Warren on August 6, in which 
he implied that the gentlemen who were captured while carrying his letters had 
been guilty of misconduct or negligence. (34 ) 

On April 19, 1777, when he was at Morristo\vn he wrote to Brigadier Gen­
eral Heard stating it was necessary to make a new disposition of the forces in 
the Jerseys and ordering him to march the militia under his command to Morris 
Town as soon as the Eighth Pennsylvania Battalion arrived to occupy the posts, 
ending ''As soon as your 'froops are ready to march, you will please send me an 
Express." (35 ) 

Private and Presidential Years 
PRIVATE CRITICISM 

Back again at Mt. Vernon after six years' absence and now once more a 
Private citizen Washing-ton still had comnlaints to make of the nosts. He said 
in a letter to James Milligan the Comptr"Oller of the Treasury o~ February 18, 
1784 that "'l'he intemperance of the weather and the great care which the post 
riders seem dispo eel to take of themselves, while it continued severe, prevented 
your Letter of the 13th of last month from reaching my hands, till th e 10th of 
this" ;( 36 ) but on January 6 following he writes to George Augustine Wash­
ington, his nephew, that the Post now goes regularly, (37 ) and to Chades °VITash­
ington, bis brother, April 12 complaining of the irregularity of the Post Office, 
"which seem to be under very bad management. " (38 ) At this time the Post 
Master General was Ebenezer Hazard of Philadelphia who after five years' ex­
perience as Comptroller of th e posts was appointed Post Master General on 
January 28, 1782. On January 23, 1787 he writes from Mt. Vernon to David 
Humphreys, 

"Since I have heard of the robbery of the mail at New Ark, on the 4th . Instt., I 
have been und er great apprehension that a long and confidential letter which I 
wrote to you on the 26th Ulto. was in it . My only hope is, a s trange one you 
will say, that the inattention to, and practice of bringing back, instead of ex­
changing mail s which fr equ ently happens, and did actually happen about that 
time may have been the mea ns of its preservation , without this interposition it 
most assuredly would have been in that mail, to relieve me from this state of 
disagreeable susp ence, I pray you to writ e m e by the first Post after you receive 
this letter." (39) 

( 33 ) 25 F' w 1 49. 
V e rpl a nk's Point is oppos ite Stony Point o n th e Hud so n ri ve r . 

( 34 ) 3 F W 398, 40 3 . 
(35 ) 7 F W 4 41 
(36 ) 27 F W 333 . 
( 37) 28 F W 27 . 
( 38) 28 F W 1 31 
(39) 29 F W 147. 
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While at Philadelphia presiding over the Constitutional Convention he writes 
Alexander Spotwood his niece Elizabeth 's husband complaining that he had not 
heard from him in r eply to his letter . He is " led to apprehend a miscarriage 
or that th e letter , to or from you may be ly ing in some 0£ the Post Offices (a 
thing not very unusual ). I th er efore address you again on the subj ect." (40 ) 

But occasionally he had good things to say of th e post , for on July 7, 1786 he 
wrote 'l'encb Tilghman from Mt. Vernon, ''Except it is by chance, letter s by the 
Stag·e never get to my bands so quickly as they do by th e Post; nor so safely, 
because I send r egularly every post day to the Office in Alexandria, whilst those 
by the Stage getting into private hands, a·wait accidental conveyances from that 
place. '' (41 ) 

VIEWS ON A SOUND POSTAL SYSTEM 

'l' he work of the Cons~itutional Convention was completed on September 17, 
1787 and to it as its President, Washington had given a summer 0£ bard, 
worrisome toil , and while once again he r eturned to his beloved Mt. Vernon as a 
private citizen he still had his criticism to make of Ebenezer Hazard. 

In a letter to John J ay, the Secretary of l<' oreign Affairs, under date 0£ 
Jul:v 18, 1788 he says: 

" Now, if the Pos t Mas te r General (with whose ch a racte r I am unacquainted and 
ther efore would not be und er s tood to form an unfavorable opinion of his 
mot ives) has any candid Advisers who conceive that h e m erits the public em­
ployment they ought to counsel him to wipe away the a sper sion h e has in­
cautiously brought upon a g ood cause; if h e is unworthy of the Office h e holds , 
it would be well that the ground of a compla in t, a pparently so gen eral , should 
be inquired into, a nd , if (w ell ) found ed , r edressed through the m edium of a 
bette r appointment. 

It is a matter in my judgm ent of prima ry importance tha t the public mind 
should be r elieved from inquietude on this subj ect . I know it is said that the 
irregula rity or defect has h a ppen ed a ccidenta lly, in consequence of the contract 
for transporting the Ma il on horseback , ins tead of having it carried on the 
Stages; but I must confess , I could n ev rir account, upon any satisfactory prin­
cipl es, for the in vete ra t e enmity with which the Post Mas te r Gen eral is asserted 
to be actuated a gains t th a t valuable ins titution . It h a s often been under s tood 
by wise politicia ns a nd enlighten ed patriots that giving a fa cility to the m eans 
of travelling for Stra n gers a nd of intercourse for citizens, was an object of 
L egisla tive concern a nd a ci rcums tance highly beneficial to a ny country. In 
England , I a m t old , t h ey consider th e Ma il Coaches as a great modern improve­
m en t in t h eir Pos t Office R egu lations . I trust w e a r e not too old, or too proud 
to profi t by the experien ce of other s . In this article the materia ls are amply 
within our r each. 1 a m tau ght to imagine tha t the horses, the vehicles , and the 
accommoda tions in Am erica (with very little en couragem ent, ) might in a short 
period becomes as good as the sam e a rticles are to be found in any Country of 
Europe. And · a t t h e sam e tim e, I a m sorry to l earn tha t t h e line of Stages is at 
presen t interrup ted in some pa r ts of New E n gla nd and tota lly discontinued at 
t h e Sou thwar d. " (42) 

Th en he is nominated, elected, and inaugurated as President. Th e latter 
occurred on April 30, 1789 . In his proposed address to Congress among many 
thin gs he bas this to say: 

" Whil e th e individual States sh a il be occ up ied in fac ilitating t h e m eans of t rans­
portation , by opening canals a nd improving r oads : you will not forget t h a t the 
purposes of bu siness a nd Society m ay be vast ly p romoted by giving ch eapness, 
dispatch a nd security to communications through th e r egular P osts. I need not 
say h ow sati sfactory it w ould be, to g ratify th e useful cu r iosi ty of our cit izens 
by th e co nveyance of News P a pers a nd periodical Publications in t h e public 
vehicles without exp en ce." (43) 

----
(40) 29 F W 262 . 
(41) 28 F W 369. 
(42) 30 F W 16 - 17. 

Rich in "Th e H isto r y of t h e U ni t e d States Post Office to t h e Y ear 1829" at 
p. 65 calls t hi s c ri t ic i s m h a r s h, for Hazar d w i t h his l ong expe rience knew 
stages to be u nr el iable . 

(43) 30 F W 305. 
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. Eben ezer _Hazard, Post111 ustel' Ge n e rnl 1 7 82.-1789. 

In his first annual address to Congre. s, under date of January 8, 1790, he 
calls attention to the need ''of facilitating the intercourse between the distant 
parts of our Country by c1 ue attention to the Post-Office and Po ·t Roads;" (44 ) 

while in hi fourth annual address on November 11, 1792, he goe back to an old 
belief of hi when he says: "It is represented that some provisions, in the law, 
which establi. hes the Post Office operate in experiment, against the transmission 
of newspapers to di tant pnrts of the Country. Should this, upon due inquiry, 
be found to be the case, a full co11Yiction of the importance of facilitating the 
circulation of political intelligence and information will I doubt not, lead to the 
application of a remedy." (45 ) 

On December 31, 'l'obias Lear, Washington's secretary, had written to the 
Postmaster General in reply to his r equest for some facts relative to the news­
papers. This led the President to notice them in his speech at the opening of 
the Congre s. Lear says 

" in conseq uence of the rate of postage imposed on the transmission of News­
papers by the Post-Offi ce Law, many persons in Virginia who had h eretofore 
taken Newspapers from . this City had declined receiving them any longer; and 
that many others declared that they had only continued to take them under a 
full persuasion that the rateE '.lf postage would be r edu ced during the present 

(44) 30 F W 493. 
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session of Congress and that if such reduction would not take place, they would 
desire their printers to stop their papers ." ( 45) 

And Lear believes that because of these strong marks of disapprobation, some 
alteration should take place in the law relating to the transmission of news­
papers. In hi. fifth annual address to Congress at Philadelphia on December 3, 
1793, Washington reemphasizes all of this and recommends a r epeal of the tax 
on the transportation of public prints. (46 ) 

But the President had been preparing himself for these pronouncements for 
some years, for two month s after he was inaugurated President and on July 3, 
1789, from New York be wrote to Hazard that l{e has before him the accounting 
of the r eceipts and expenditures of the General Post Office from 1782 to 1789, 
inquiring why it produced a profit of Dolls. 90ths. 8ths. 

13.373 54. 2 
when between 1782 and 1785, it lost Dolls. 90ths. 8ths. 

3208. 77. 2 
H e requested detailed r eceipts and expenditures for the year 1784 and the 

year 1788. H e does not understand why the postal receipts fell off and con­
ceives "it must have been either by the increase of expense attending the con­
veyance of th e Mail or Stages (instead of by Riders as formerly) or by directing 
the Mail to be carried into parts of ·tb e Country where the expence of carrying 
it greatly exceeded the pi0 oduce of it." (47 ) 

On July 17, 1789, he acknowledges the accounts for 1784 and 1788, and 
seeing an annual profit of $39,985. he inquires whether that is lodged in the 
Treasury or appropriated to th e use of the Post Office Department. At this 
time Hazard was acting Postmaster General under the Constitution as a hold­
over, but he was superseded shortly by Osgood, Washington's own appointee. (48 ) 

That he was trying to learn the intricacies of the whole government, not 
of the P ost Office alone is evident, for on Jun e 8, 1789, he wrote to John Jay 
the Acting Secretary for F oreign Affairs from New York that he was desirous 
of acquainting himself with the real situation of the several great departments 
and stated that be was now at leisure to inspect such papers and documents as 
might be calculated to give him insight into the business and duties of that 
department. (49 ) 

But did he play politics himself with the Post Office Department, politics 
such as have been played for so many years by so many political parties in 
power 1 Th e answer follows, it is unequivocal. On October 12, 1789, 'l'obias 
Lear wrote the Postmaster at Providence, Rhode Island, in reply to an inquiry 
to the effect that the President ' ' never interferes in th e appointment of any 
Officer whose appointment does not by Law come under his immediate cog­
nizance. Mr. Osgood must act as he pleases in the appointment of his depu­
ties.'' ( 50 ) Samuel Osgood had succeeded H azard as the first Post Master 
General and served until August 1791, when he was succeeded by Timothy 
Pickering. 

Washington wrote to Mary Katherine Goddard of Baltimore from New 
York .on Januar y 6, 1790, and stated: '' I have uniformly avoided interfering 
with any appointments which do not require my official agency, and the Resolu­
tions and Ordinances establishing the Post Office under the former Congress, 

(45) 32 F W 210 and 210 note . 
(46) 3 3 F W 169. 
(47) 30 F W 353. 
(4 8 ) 30 F W 356. 
(49) 30 F W 343-4. 
( 50) 30 F W 436. Note. 
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and which have been r ecognized by th e present Government, giving power to the 
Post Master General to appoint his own Deputies and makin g him accountable 
for their conduct is an in ·uperable objection to my taking any part in this 
matter. ' ' H e states that he is laying th e memorial before the Post Master 
General. ( 51 ) 

Finall y, he wrote from Philadelphia on F ebr uar y 17, 1791 to J ohn H oomes 
that the bill ''to establi ·h th e P ost Office and P ost Roads within the United 
States'' has not yet pa sed and th at he did not know what form it might fin ally 
take. H e also says that it is highly probable that the As istant. will be left to 
the appointment of the Postmast er General. (52 ) Th e Post Office act which 
Washington refers to was finally passed on F ebruary 20, 1792 superseding the 
temporary act of September 2, 1789. 

( 51) 30 F W 490 . 
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CRITICISM WHILE PRESIDENT 

\Vashington still continued to criticize the posts, perhaps more unofficially 
than officially, although hi position must have stirred lethargy into action on 
many an occasion. From New York he wrote Governor Beverly Randolph of 
Virginia on December 14, 1789, stating that he was surprised to learn that his 
dispatches of October 3 did not r each the Governor until the la t day of 
November: 

"in consequenc1l thereof I have enquired of the Post Master in this City to know 
if they were detained in his office. He informs me they were not, and as a proof 
of it , he refers to the stamp on the face or the letters which will sh ew the day 
of their leaving his office, and I will th ank you for your own, and my satis­
faction to examine the sam e. 

The detention of these letters is a matter of som e importance not only aS' 
it respects them, but as to t h e general regulation of the post Offi ce; and I wish 
exceedingly to know where they were detained , a nd whether it was owing to the 
inattention of any Post Master through whose hands they must have passed, 
or to a worse cause. An investigation and discovery of this matter may prevent 
future offences of the like nature." (53) 

From Fredericksburgh on June 12, 1791 he chides his Secretary, Lear, as: 
follows: 

" I have, at this place, received your letter of the 30th. Ulto; but none of an 
intermediate date between that of the l 5th. and it. Your directions to have 
them sent cross-wise the Country , was unlucky, first , because there are no 
cross-posts. 2d. because my rout back was not irrevocably fix ed , and 3d. be­
cause I had, knowing these circumstances, directed from Charleston all letters 
which might be following me, to be returned to this place to await my call. The 
slow movement of the Mail in the three Southern States prevented (I presume) 
these directions getting to Richmond before the letters were forwarded to 
Taylors ferry, and my crossing at Carters (a ferry mu ch higher up James 
River ), has been the cause, or causes, I imagine, of my missing them." (54) 

It is interesting to note from this that as late as 1791 there were no cross-
posts yet establish ed, at least in Virginia. To the Secretary of State on August 
3, 1795 from Mt. Vernon he writes that no mail at 2 o'clock yesterday had been 
received at Alexandria from Philadelphia since the 29th and that he is "sending 
up this afternoon to see if the expected mail of this day i in; altho' I have little 
hope of it, as the violence, and continuance of th e rains ince thur day last, has 
been such, in these parts as to sweep everything before it" and he peaks of the 
carrying away of the bridges and the cutting off of communication between one 
place and another. (55 ) He writes the Secretary of State again on July 25, 1796 
and says: 

"It is much to be regreted that you did not discover the broken seal of Mr. 
Monroe 's letter, to you, before the departure of the bearer o~ it; that an attempt 
at least mi ght have been made to trace the channel through which it had passed; 
and thereby, if proofs could not have been obtained, to have found ground for 
just suspicion . You confine th post mark of Alexandria to his letter of the th. 
of April; had you included that also of the 2d. of May, I would have caused 
enquiry to have been made at that office with respect to the appearance of the 
letters when they went from thence." (56) 

He writes the Se·cretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton June 13, 1791: 

" o letters from the Northward or Eastward of this, bearing date between the 
15th. and 30th. of May have com e to my h ands; an d h aving abundant ev idence 

(5 2) 31 F W 218. 
( 53) 30 F W 477-8. 
(54) 31 F W 292. 
(55) 34 F W 26 8. 
(56) 35 F W 153. 

Jam es Monroe, th e n Minister to Fra n ce, was subsequently the fifth Pres id ent. 
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before I reached Charleston of the s low movements of the mail through the 
three Southernmost States, I did, before I left that place, on the 9th. of that 
month direct that a ll letters which might be for and following me to be re­
turned to Fredericksburgh as the first place I should touch the post line upon my 
return. But, these directions not arriving in Richmond in time (as I conjecture) 
the letters of that interval, agreeably to the superscriptions which I am informed 
were on them, were forwarded from that place to Taylors Ferry, in expectation 
of meeting me there; but to this circumstance, which was unknown to me, and 
to finding from better information than I set out with, that it would be more 
convenient to cross James .River higher up than at Taylors; is to be ascribed my 
missing the communications which were made between the 15. and 30. of May 
as mentioned before. These- di spatches I may be long without, and perhaps 
never get; for there are no cross posts in those parts, and the letters, which will 
have to pass through many hands, m ay find some who are not deficient in 
curiosity." ( 57) 

To Lear, he writes ''Such time as I have been able to spend in my Study 
to-day has been employed in sorting of the Letters and Papers which have been 
recd. since I left Charleston, part of which I enclose, because my travelling and 
writing desk will not contain them.'' Then he furnishes Lear with a list by 
date of fourteen letters which he had received. (58 ) 

To the Secretary of War on July 1, 1796 Washington says: 

"By the Post, rather than by the Express, you will receive my Official letter, 
and its Enclosures. For the differen ce of a few hours, in a case that is not 
urgent, I would have you avoid sending an Express to me. The letter does not 
travel faster than the Mail; of course there cannot (unless Sunday intervene's) 
be more, in any cal:'e (supposing an occasion to arise in one hour after the Mail 
was closed) than the difference of 48 hours in the receipt of the dispatches ; 
as I send regularly, every Post day, to Alexandria for my letter s. Your Ex­
press came in yesterday at 5 oclock in the afternoon, and if you had sent the 
letters by the Mail of Wednesday, they would have been h ere a t 9 o'clock this 
Afternoon; a difference of 28 hours only." (59) 

Final Comment 
One must be much impressed with the dignity of George Washington's 

style as a letter writer, but the writer cannot improve on the terse words of 
Alexander Johnston in his article on Washington in the "Cyclopaedia of 
Political Science," III, p. 1092 

"His letters-are his own-no editing can conceal the essential nature the 
writer had shown in them. Their strong judgment, the good sense, the calmness 
and patience, the consciousness of strength and the ability to control the 
strength , the absolute freedom from self-seeking in any form, makes his letters 
a monument which will always justify the instinctive popular estimate of him." 

In making this study of George vVashington and the Posts the writer has 
confined himself to W ashington's letters as they appear in printed form. To 
run down and examine the originals for the postal usage as shown on the covers 
is a task in itself which to be complete would take one into many widely scat­
tered collections to find that in many instances the covers have disappeared or, 
if they do exist, are pasted down in scrap books, making them hard to read and 
impossible to photograph. Ior has any attempt been made, except in a few 
instances, to seek out correspondence, military, civil and private, which prompted 
in Washington's own words. 

(57) 31 F W 293-4. 
(5 8 ) 31 F W 304. 
(59) 35 F W 109-10. 

(The End) 

Thi s w a s Tim o thy Pic k ering, who h a d b een Po s t Mas t e r G e n e r a l. 

Tha nk s a r e due The Librar y Compa n y of Phila d e lphia , Th e Free Libra r y of Phila­
d e lphia , a nd The Library of Congress for great ass i s t a n ce in the pre p a r a tion of this 
artic l e . 
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Board of Governors 
MEETING HELD MAY 28, 1947 

Regular m eeting of the Board of Governors of The Collectors Club was h eld on 
Wednesday, May 28, 1947 at 8 P. M. 

The President presided an d called the meeting to order. 
Present: President H. G. Zervas; R. S. Bohn, G. Camnitzer, E. E. Elkins, J. S. 

Glaser, R. L. Graham, Jr., M. Johnson, C. A. Smeltzer, A. W. Deas. 
President Zervas reported that the members at the May 7th regular meeting 

voted not to rescind the action taken at the December 4th, 1946 regular meeting re­
garding the amendments to the Cer tificate of Incorporation and By-Laws pertaining 
to the Club Trustees, thus the amendments remain as voted upon on December 4th. 

The President further reported an increase of insurance as folJows: 

Building from $58,000. to $68,000. incr ease of 10,000. 
library from $21,000. to 30,000. increase of 9,000. 
Contents building remains $7,700 ., no increase. 

However, inasmuch as the Library a lone carried the broad form extended cover­
age endorsement, the President thought it wise to order this endorsement a lso for the 
Building with an add itional premium of about $27 per year and h as so instructed the 
Insurance Company. It is a lso h ereby recorded that the policies effecting the a bove 
insurance were cancelled as of April 29th, 19 4 7, and two new ones were written for 
the period of five years, expiring in 19 5 2. This was done in order to avoid paying 
the increase of 25 % which h a d been previously proposed, an d which in the mean­
time, became effective . 

The President pointed out that this insurance did not cover a number of the 
Club collections, and Mr. Graham promised to take the matter of appraising these 
collections up with the appraisal committee, consisting of Norman Serphos, Eugene 
Costales, George B. Sloane and Herbert Bloch. 
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R e : A. F. Lichten s t ein 'l.'able t 

The q u estion, of w h at type of ta blet the Club sh ould get in m e m oria m of Mr. 
Lichtenstein was broug h t up . Th e Ch a irman of t h e H ou se Commit t ee s u ggested t h e 
picture of Mr. L ich ten stein taken fro m th e Cen ten a r y Cou r t of H onor, to b e hung in 
the Clu b entr a n ce h a ll over t h e man tel , w ith the orig ina ll y in tended tablet beneath it. 
After con s id er a ble discu ssion, th e m e mbers vote d t o h ave t h e pictu re put up for t h e 
n ex t m eeting of the Club in ord er to d e te rmine whe ther or n o t i t will b e s ui table fo r 
t hat pur pose, a nd t h en b r ing the matter up fo r ac tion at the June B oard m eet in g. 

R e : Honora ry-Life Mem .b er ship of T . E . Steinway and Hugh M. Clark. 

Cou nsel Gr a h a m read t h e draft pertain ing to t h e Honor ary Life Membersh ip of 
Theod ore E. Stein way an d H u g h M. Cla rk w hich h e h a d p r epared , and , u pon a d op­
tion of same, t h e Secr etary was req uested to h ave t his s ui tabl y inscribed , s imil a r to 
t h e one fo r Mr . Li n d q uist. 

Mr. Grah a m a lso re ported that the Certificate of Incorporation and Amendments 
h a d been approved by the Secretary of State. 

R eports : 

The T reasurer's r eport was read and accepted with thanks. 
The Ch a i r m a n of the Hou se Committee reported the fo llowing: 

1) Repair of leader in back of ho use an d pointing u p of r ear wall. 
2) Cellar h as been c leaned and t h e bins from the Centenary have been delivered 

to t h e Club cellar for erection of shelves so that material may be pr operly p u t away. 
3) Twenty u nits of 120 frames complete with card boards and g lass have been 

deliver ed from the Centenary to the Cellar. 
4) Enough blu e cardboards for Club wall fram es have been delivered. 
5) A . F. Lichtenstein memorial photograph from the Court of Honor has been 

delivered to the Club. 
6) Pails and waste baskets , paper towels were also delivered to the Club. 
7) The jewel case. used at th e Centenary has a lso been delive red to the Club. 
8) Also a fram e w ith fu l l sheets of Greek stamps in an antique old frame, which 

is being held s u bject to call from the owner . 

L ibra ry R ep or t: 

The Libr ary Ch a irman reported that nearly 100 volumes of books had been sent 
to the bindery. I n this connection, t h e possibili ty of grants was d iscussed . 

M ember ship R eport : 

Upon motion du ly made, seconded and carried, the follow ing candidates wern 
e lected to m e mbership : 

Res. over 35 

Thos. Ph ill ips, New York City, by Edna Deutsch, N. Deutsch 

Res . und er 3 5 

Rodolph de Seife, Newark, N . J., E. Kehr, E. E . Elkins 

USNR H. E. Macintosh, Springfield, Mass., Stephen Lyons, J . S. Glaser 
L. F. Simpson, Rocheste r, N. Y. , W. S. Boggs , H. Dunsmoor 
Henry Kuhlmann , Chicago, Ill. , A. Diamond, L. Brookman 
Edith Fisher, Montvale , N. J ., J. deKruyf , Hans Zervas 
Cpt. vV . A. Clem, Jr., Philadelphia, Pa., R. Kirshner , W . S . Boggs 
Weber de Vore, Philadelphia , Pa., E. Apfelbaum, J. H. Barr 

Foreign 

Chas. A. Byam, New Liskeard. Can., M. DeGroot, E . Elkins 
Geo. S. Wegg, Toronto Can., Walter Bayley , V. Greene 
Andre De Cock, Bruxelles, Belgium, F. Godden , H . G. Ze rvas 
Willy Balasse, Bruxelles, Be lgium, F. Godden, H. G. Zervas 
Jean Dubois, Bruxelles, Belgium, F. Godden , H. G . Zervas 
I. Chafter Bey, Cairo, Egypt, F. Godden, H. G. Zervas 
L . T. Vow les, Gloucestershire , Eng., F. Godd en, A. H . Caspary 
Leon B il ak, Guatemala, K . J. Weiss, A. H. Higgins 
H . B . Sch l u hach , Cali , Colombia, H. L indquist, H. G. Zervas 
B. C. Binks, B r itish Col., Can., H. G. Zervas, A. W. West 
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Deaths : 

N. Res. Walter T. Rice, Chicago, Ill. 
R. H. Lesesne, H end ersonville, N. C. 
Res. Spencer Anderson, New York City 
Mr. Deas suggested that the Club extend a vote of thanks to Messrs. H . L. Lind­

quist , E. E . Elkins and J. S. Glaser for their untiring work in connection with the 
Centenary Exhibition which was unanimously approved. It was th e consensus of 
opinion of the m e mbers present that an expression of thanks b e extend ed to every 
c lub membe r on the Centenary committee , and Messrs. Bohn, Elkins and Camnitzer 
volunteer ed to make up a complete list of such m embers for this purpose. It was 
thought that a Club Certificate of award sho uld be sent to them , and the list of names 
be made part of the minutes. 

R e: Appointment of Governors: 

In accordance with the am endments to the By-Laws, the following gentlemen, 
upon motion duly made, seconded and unan imous ly carrie d , were appointed Govern­
ors , subject to th eir acceptan ce. 

H arrison D . Have rb eck; John Britt and John Boker 

Correspondence: 

Th e r equest by Frederick G. Stoehr, Attorney for the Estate of Victor Huberich 
for $50 as r e imburse m e nt for th e inheritance tax on th e Bolivia co.llection, left to the 
Club by said Estate, was granted, a nd the Treasure r was r e quested to send a check 
for that amo unt to _Counsel Graham, to whom Mr. Stoehr's le tte r was a ddressed , for 
forwardin g . 

R e : Invitation to ScuvenJr I ssues G1·oup 

Th e Chairman of th e Study Group Committee, Mr. Smeltzer, offered to investi­
gat e the Souve nir Issues Group in order to ascertain wheth er or not an invitation for 
m eetin g h ere should b e extende d. 

l\IEETING HELD JUNE 25, 1947 

R egular m eetin g of th e Boa rd of Governors was h eld on W edn esday, June 25, 
1947 at 8 P. M. 

Present: President H. G. Ze rvas ; Messrs. R. S. Bohn, J. Boker, J. Britt, F. R . 
Bruns, Jr . , G. Camnitzer, A. Vi' . Deas, E. E. Elkins , J. S . Glaser , R. L. Graha m , Jr. , 
J . H . H a ll , H. D. H averbeck, M. J ohnson. 

The President calle d th e m eeti n g to order. The minutes of the las t m eeting w er e 
r ead a nd approved as corrected . Messrs. Boker , Britt and H a v e rbeck , n ewly a ppoint­
e d Governors, were w elco m ed by th e Board. 

Re: App1·aisal of Club Collection s 

Th e Secr etary was jnstructed to again contact Mr. Serphos regardin g th e ap­
praisal of t h e Clu b Co ll ections. 

R e : .-\. F . Lichtenstein 'l'ablet 

It wa s moved , seconded an d una nimously carri ed to order th e tablet from the 
Medallic Art Company with d etails to b e wo rke d ou t by the Co mmittee con sisting of 
Messrs. Deas, Glaser a nd Bohn. 

R e : J.Ab1·ary G1·ants 

Mr. Graham reporte d that h e expected to h ave so m e in fo rmation on the s ubject 
after th e summ er vacation. 

R epo1·ts 

The Treasure r' s report w as r ead and accepted with thanks . 
Th e Ch a irm a n of the House Committee r eported on the extra work undertaken 

by th e Club supe rintendent a nd suggested at 25 bonus to be give n him for this work 
whi ch w as g r an t e d. Mr. Glase r a lso r eported that the Club now had a bout 150 
fram es whi ch would b e a va ila ble to cl ubs d esiring to borrow th e m for exhibition 
purposes. 
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Re: Sprinkler System 

The matter of the installation of a Sprinkler Syste m was deferred until F a ll . 

Re: Membership R eport 

The Secretary presented the m embership r eport and upon motion duly made, 
seconded and una nimously carried , the following candidates w er e elected to m em­
bership : 

U.S. N. R. 

Griffin G. Frazier , Washington , D. C., V. W eierga ng, R. Robin ette 
Lee R . Storms . Evansville , Ind. , J. C. Rogers, V . Jordan 
Wm. Higgenbotham , Phila., P a., A. Myers , J. J. Britt 
M. J. Huss, Evanston , Ill ., Ben R eeves, A. Diamond 
Carl Bruckn er , Phila. , Pa. , F. Hollowbush , C. W . Brazer 
Claude Degler , Milwa ukee, Wis. , M. Johl , H. Lindquist 
Chas. Charmatz , Detroit , Mich ., H a l Trump, R . S. Bohn 
Wm. A. Jones, Mineola, N. Y., G. Fabian , H . H erst, Jr. 

Foreign 

Wm. M. Holbeach , Victoria , Austra lia, H . Lindquist, J . R. Purves 

Transfer 

E . G. Jarvis wa s transferred from Nonresident to R esident 
H. R . Harmer was tra nsferred from R esident to Foreign 

Resignation 

Resignation of W a lter H ess , Foreign m ember wa s a ccepted with r egr et. 

NEW BUSINESS 

R e: Con stitu tion and By-Laws Pamphlet 

Counsel Graham moved tha t a pa mphle t conta ining the Ar ticles of Inco rpora tion 
and n ew Am endmen ts to the Constitution a nd By-Laws a nd a m ember ship list as of 
date of issue be prnnted. This mot ion was seconded a nd carried , an d the Secretary was 
r equested to proceed according ly with th e list of memb ers. Mr. Gra ham volunteer ed 
to edit the Constitution a nd By-Law s to bring th em up-to-da t e, as a m ended . Copies 
to be ava ilable to our m embers . 

R e: R esignation of Trustees H. L. Lindquist and T . E. Steinway 

The r esigna ti ons of H a rry L . Lindquist a nd Theodore E . Steinway as Trustees 
of The Collectors Club, pending for severa l m onths, wer e accepted with t h e deepest 
regret. 

Re: Appointment of Tru stees : 

Messrs . Robert L . Gra h a m , Jr. , J ohn H. H a ll , a nd E dwin E. Elkins were n omi­
nated by Messr s. F ranklin R . Bruns, Jr., Rich a rd S. Bohn a nd J acob S. Glaser r e­
spectively to fill the three vacan cies exis ting on th e Boa rd of Trus tees t hrou gh the 
above r esign a tions a nd th e d eath of Alfred F . Lich tenstein. Ther e being n o furt her 
nomina tions Messr s. Grah a m , H a ll a nd Elkins wer e un a nimously elect ed Trus tees of 
The Collectors Club . 

The n ew Trus tees will get in tou ch with Messr s . Lindquis t a nd Steinway r egard­
ing the tra nsfer of t h eir Trus teeships a fter proper a udit of t h eir holdings has been 
made. An a uditing com mittee, cons isting of Messr s. H averbeck (Ch a irm an ) Bohn 
and Britt w as a ppointed by t h e P resid en t t o verify t h e accottnts of th e J. Brace 
Chittenden Memorial Fm1d a nd P ermanent Home Funcl in order tha t t h e re tiring 
Trustees be properly disch a r ged of their r esponsibili t ies , and proper transfer of a ll 
assets in the r espective fund s be m a de to the n ew Trustees. The Audit Committee 
was r ()quest ed to comple te its work for final r eport a t th e fir s t F a ll Meeting of the 
Board of Governors on September 2 4, 1 9 47. 
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Re: Club Brochure 

The President and the Secre tary were to work out a brochure on the Club's 
History. 

Re: Souvenir Issues Association Invitation 

No report having come through from "the Chairman of the Group Committee, this 
matter was tabled until the September meeting. 

Re: Insurance Investigation 

The President will write Mr. Sol Ziper, as suggested by Mr. Elkins regarding a 
review of all Club insurance to ascertain if ample coverage had been obtained in all 
contingei;icies. 

No further business coming before the meeting it was adjourned at 10.45 P. M. 

MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 24, 1947 

Regular meeting of the Board of Governors was held on September 24, 1947 at 
8 P. M. 

The President presided and called the meeting to order. 
Present: President H. G. Zervas; Messrs. R. S. Bohn, John Boker, John Britt, 

F . R. Bruns, Jr., Geo. Camnitzer, A. W. Deas, E. E. Elkins, G. R. M. Ewing, J. S. 
Glaser, R. L . Graham, Jr., H . D. Haverbeck, C. A. Smeltzer. 

The minutes of the June Board meeting were read and approved. 

ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

Re! Appraisal of Club Collections 

This matter was referred to Mr. Graham for contact with the committee. 

Re: A . F. Lichtenstein Memorial Tablet 

Mr. Deas reported that the card for the tablet had been approved by the Presi­
dent who advised that the work being done on the tablet was excellent. 

Re: L,ibrary G1,ants 

This was referred to Mr. Graham for further investigation. 

Re: Steinway and Clark Resolutio11s 

Mr. Bruns reported that the inscriptions for the resolutions were being made. 

NEW BUSINESS 

The Treasurer read the financial report which was accepted with thanks. 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

The following candidates for membership, upon motion duly made, seconded and 
carried were elected to membership. 

N. R. U.S. 

Eidsel C. Stanford, Fulton, Miss., Herman Herst, V. D. MacBride 
Edw. DeLancey Palmer, Albany, N. Y., W. L. L. Peltz, F. Rosell 
Edw. A. Livingstone, Beaver Falls, Pa., B. Harmer, H. Bloch 
Marcus R. Durlach, Malverne, N. Y., S. G. Rich, I. Reiner 

Foreign 

Cyril H. C. Harmer, London, England, B. D. Harmer, H. Bloch 
Paul P. Lindenberg, Bangkok, Siam, H. G. Zervas, F. R . Bruns 

RESIGNA'l.'IONS 

The following resignations were accepted: 

N. R. U.S. 

I. I. Ingra ham , Bristol, Conn. 

Foreign 

Ernest B. Ginn, London, England 



154 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
DEATHS 
The fo llowing d eaths of members were reported: 

USNR 

C. D. Reim er, Fort Worth , T ex. 
Chas. Leimer, San L eandro , Calif. 
Dr. J. M. F lynn , Roch este r , N. Y. 
J ohn T . Connell , Tarrytown, N. Y. 

Resident 

Warren D. Brown, New York City 
With r egard to m embers in a rrears in their du es , th e Treasurer wi ll prepar e a 

list of such m emb ers for consider a tion by the Board of Governors at its n ext meeting 
in October. 

Lib1·ar~· R eport 

Th e Chairman of this committee r eported slow progr ess . H e a lso r eported the 
purchase of the Rob ert Morris memoranda book in copy book fonn dating back to 
18 4 7 from th e P ercy Doane E s ta t e. 

R e : Club Brochure 

The Editor and P resident w ill prepare this for t h e October m eetin g . 

R e: Investigation of Club Insurance 

It is exp ec ted that Mr. Sol Zipser will be r ead y to r eport on Club ins urance 
cover age at th e October m eetin g of th e Boa rd of Govern or s. 

R e : C. C. P. Policy 

The Editor r epor ted con te mplated ch a nges in t h e m agazi n e as to t ype, m ak e-up 
a nd a rrange ment of m a teri a l. It was left to the judg m en t of t h e committee to ma k e 
such changes a s they d eem ed a dvisable. 

R e : Trustee Transfer of Material 

It was reported by t h e Ch a irman of the Auditin g Committee th a t a ll Trust Funds 
and tru s teed material in th e cus tody by the r e tirin g Trustees h a d bee n transferr ed to 
th e n ew Trustees in perfect ord er . The t ransfer was witnessed by the Chairman of 
the Auditing Committee, H . D. H averbeck. 

The n ew Trustees r epor ted having taken a safe d eposit box a t th e Chase Na tional 
Ba nk , 1 8 Pine Street , ew York City, Box umber 11 82, for t h e safe-keeping of such 
ma teria l. The n ew Trustees are Robe rt L . Gra ham, Jr ., Cha ir m an , John H. Hall a nd 
Edwin E . Elkins . 

In connection with Trusteed m ateria l , t h e Presiden t r epor ted on Mr . Theodore 
E. Steinway 's suggesti on t hat t he Siedenburg Brem en collec tion be r earra n ged a nd 
r emoun ted wi t h t h e e limin ation of dupli cate materia l. The duplicate materi a l t o be 
sold. The proceeds to be a dded to Tr ust Fun d s. Mr . Bohn moved th a t this su g­
gestion be r ecommend ed to th e Trustees by th e Board of Governors a nd t ha t Mr. 
T. E. Steinway be a uthorized to examine a nd r e m ount the Brem en collection , a nd be 
empower ed to select su ch duplicate materia l as h e believes does n o t pa r t icula rly sup­
plem ent the coll ec tion , a nd th a t s uch duplicate ma teri a l be so ld a t a r egula r a uction , 
and the proceed s to be inves ted in lega.ls for t ru s t fund s, a nd th a t th e investm en ts 
from these proceeds he ide n tifi ed as th e Siedenburg Gra nt to t h e Library Fund a nd it 
become a part or parcel of th e Librar y Fund n ow known as t h e J. Brace Chi ttenden 
Memoria l Fund. This moti on was dul y seconded a nd un a nimously carried. 

It was moved, seconded a nd un a nim ously r esolved t h a t i t will be t h e presen t 
Board o f Governors ' policy, th at, wh en Funds a r e obta ined th 1·o ug h the sale of du pli­
cate materi a l or o th erwi se, a nd t h e item , or items, from which s uch fund s a re obtained 
a r e a pa r t of one of th e identifi a bl e Trusts, s uch Funds sh a ll be invested for t h e 
benefit of t ha t pa r t icula r Trn st, a nd sh a ll n ot be incorpor ated wi t h t h e gen era l fund s 
of The Collector s Club . 

Re: Invitation to Souvenit- I ssu es Group 

P ermission was gr a n ted th e Women 's Interna tion a l Sta mp Club of Brookl yn , 
N . Y. to h old th eir 1 9 4 7 E xhibition in the Club m ee ting room on som e Saturday in 
November . 

R e : 1948 P1·ogram 

The Progra m Chairm a n gave prelimina ry outlines of n ext season 's m eetings. 
The procedure of each Governor t a king over one m eetin g night will be continued. 



C O LLECT O RS CLU B PHILATELIST 1 55 
R e : Chl'is tinas Party 
It was t h e gen eral opm10n to h ave a Ch r is tmas gath ering. The P r esident a p­

poin ted a Committee, con sisting of Messrs . B ohn, Cha irma n ; Gr a h a m , Br itt, Bo k er , 
Mr s. E hrenberg a nd Mr s. Deu tsch . The Ch a i r m an is to ascer tain details regarding 
cost etc., fo r repor t at t h e next Board Meeting in October. T he party, if a pproved , 
is to be he ld on a Saturday in Decem b er. 

No oth er busin ess comi n g befor e the m eeting , same a dj o u rned at 1 0.30 P . M. 

l\IINUT ES OF BOARD OF GOVERNORS' l\iEE'l'ING HELD OC'.rOBER 22nd, 1947 

Regula r meeting of th e Board of Govern or s was h eld on October 22 nd , 19 47 
at 8:00 p . m. 

Presen t: President H. G. Ze rvas a nd. Messr s. R . S. Bohn , J ohn . Bok e r , John 
Britt, F. R. B runs, Geo. Cam nitzer , A. W. Deas, E. E. E lkins, J . S. Glaser , R . L . 
Graham an d H. D. Haverbeck . 

The President presided and called the meeting to order . 
The min u tes of the last meeting were read an d appr oved as cor r ected . 

ARISING FROM PREVIOUS ME ETING 

R e: Club lu ura n ce 
Before the meeting was ca ll ed to ord er, Mr. Zipser gave a brief summation of 

his survey on present coverage carried on the Club property. After discussion dur­
ing the meeting, it was moved , secon d ed and u nanim ous ly car r ied t h a t we a pprove 
the report and have Mr. Zipser go ahead wi t h the plan for addi t ional coverage, pro­
vided the additional premiums do not exceed about $100 . It was a lso moved, 
seconded and unanimously carried that as and whe n the renewals of poli cies come up , 
Mr. Zipser be given some of the bu iness. Mr. Graham s u ggested that w i th regard 
to the increase in coverage, the Library be given fi rst conside rat ion. 

R e: Christm as P a r ty 
Mr. Bohn , Chairman, reported on the entertainment, house decorations, etc., 

tickets to be sold at $3.00 per pe rson. It was moved, seconded and unan imously 
carried that on th e basis of Mr. Bohn's report, he proceed with the p lans for the 
party as ou tl ined. 

R e : P rog r a m fo r 1948 
Mr. Elkins , Chairman , reported on the t entatively set up schedu le for the 

coming year. 

Re: Appr ai sal of Club Coll ection · 
The President to write Mr. Eugene Cos tales , asking him to accept Chairmanship 

of Appraisal Committee as Mr . Serphos was unable to act in this capacity due to 
press of business . 

R e: Libra r y Gr a n ts 
Mr. Graham to try to have report by n ext m eeting . 

Re: Prospective l\I embe1·shi p 
Mr. Britt reported prog ress in ch eckin g availab le list. 

Re: Clu b B r oc h111·e--The President is working on this. 

NEW RGSI NE 'S 
The Treasurer read the financial report which was accepted. 
In view of the cha nge of Cones12onding Secretary, the combination s of three 

safes will be cha n ged by Mr. Elkins and Mr. Deas on November 15th, 1947. 

R e : House Co nnnitte Mr. Glaser, Chairman, reported informally . 

Re: Nomi n at ing Co1mnittee 
President appointed Nominating Committee to make their recommendations 

and bring in names of nominees for th e n ext annual e lection . 

Re: Membershi p Repo1·t 
The Secr e tary presented the m embership report and the following candidates 

w e r e elected to m embership , upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously 
carried. 
Res id en t over 3 5 

Robert C. Brandt, Great Neck , N. Y. by C .. W . Brazer; Geo . B. Sloane. 
R esid ent under 3 5 

Chas. L. Warnky, Flushing, N. Y. by J . G. Zervas; H. G. Zervas . John E. Mc­
Cracken, . Y. C. by J. R. Boker, Jr.; Phil. F. Robbins. 

(Contin u ed on page V) 
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Dealers 

Lester Brookman and Howard Seelye 

tell Editor Gordon Harmer 

what they think of 

Scott's 1948 Catalogue, Vol. I 

"Outstanding p ricing job" 

J U ST a note to congratula te you 
on th e ve ry fin e Standard Postage 

Stamp Catalogue just at hand. 

"Although I 've never had to go thru 
th e la bor pains of produci ng such a cat a­
logue, I have had enough publishing ex­
perience to have at leas t a r easonable idea 
as to th e tremend ous amount of work 
needed to fi nally pl ace such a book in the 
hands of collector s and dealers. 

"A spo t check of a hun dred o r more 
items causes me to believe th at you h ave 
done an outst anding pricing job. O f 
course th e re always has been, and always 
w ill be, a difference of opinion in th e mat­
ter of value between th e " H aves" and 
th e " H ave Nots." To set your pr ices so 
the opinion of each of th ese t wo groups 
is approximately eq ual in volume should 
be the goal of eve ry cat alogue publisher 
and I pred ict th at yo u have come ra ther 
close to it in your 1948 catalogue. 

"Very nice do, old chap !" 

-LESTER G. B ROOKMAN , 

Minn eapolis. 

• 

I • 

"Best job of pricing" 

W E have just rece ived our copies of 
P a rt I of Sco tt 's, and we w ish to 

cong ra tul a te you on it. 

"W e believe this to be th e bes t job of 
pricin g ever done in Scott's. We only 
know British Coloni als, so cannot com­
pare oth er co untri es, but take it fo r 
gra nted th at th ey a re on a pa r w ith the 
Briti sh section. 

"After the 1947 was issued, we wrote 
an a rticle in our house organ, st ating th a t 
we w ished th e catalogue would at leas t 
rank th e various obsolete G eo. V I issues 
on a comparative basis, and not price one 
at 3oc and another at $ +,-say, w hen the 
marke t price was about the same. 

"W e think yo u h ave done much better 
th an th at, and have such items at some­
w here near the ir t rue wo rth. You really 
m ade it worth th e ext ra soc!" 

- H OWARD SEELYE, 

See lye & G rier , 

W hi t t ier , Cal. 

Scott Publications, Inc., I W. 47th St., N. Y. 19 
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I
 Boston Auction Sales 

I hold auctions regularly in Boston, and would re 
glad to send my Catalogues to any Collector applying 
for them. 

I am always in the market for collections, U. S. or B. N. A., which 
I will buy for cash outright, or sell at private sale, or at auction on a 
commission basis. If desired, a liberal advance against pending sales 
will be allowed on any desirable items. 

D AN IEL F . KELL E H E R 
7 Water Street Room 404 Boston, Mass. 
Regular Monthly Auction Sales 

* 
Three Days' Sale Each Month 

(1800 LOTS) 

Catalogue Free Upon Requ est. 

We provide every possible serv­
ice including appraisal, expertiz­
ing, and cash in advance. 

Lots will be carefully described. 

* 
BILLIG & BICH 

55 W. 42 STREET, R OOM 630-1 

NEW YORK 18 , N. Y. 

S 1u.•cinlists & Ex1>erts for Foreign Stnn1ps. 
o,~er !Ui Years in Business. 

Phon e PEnnsylvania 6-7637 
CRYS T AL- MOUNT S 

A beautiful , safe, inexpensive 

protecting mount for stamps, 

blocks and covers. Used by 

thousands of collectors. Made 

of spa rkli ng crystal-clear cel­

lu lose acetate, approved for 

safety by U. S. Bureau of 

Standards. Trial-order "As­

sorted Package , 60c" from 

your favorite dealer , or send 

to us for free samples. 

CUTS and FOLDS TO 

FIT ALL SIZES 

H. E . _R ABBIS & CO. 

8 Transit Building, Boston 17, Mass. 
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Italian 
Retail 

Stamps 
Catalog 

1862-1941 Issues 

DE LUXE EDITION 

Italy & Colonies, San Marino 
Vatican City - 142 pages. 
300 illustrations, 1000 offers. 
Price: 5oc refunded with first 
minimum $5. order. Postage: 
I oc extra. 

D~ S~ BOLAFFI 
551 Fifth Ave. ,A 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
In Continental Europe: 

Ditta A. Bolaffi-Turin, North Italy 

ESTABLISHED 1894 
WE WANT TO BUY 

B. N. A. 

We par ticularly need 20th 

Centu ry Canada in blocks and 

sheets. Na tu rally collect ions 

wo rth fro m $5000.00 to $50,-

000.00 are most interesting, 

but we can use almost any­

th ing in B. N. A. worth 50. 

or more. Please send, stat­

ing p rice. Prompt payment 

in Canadian or U . S. funds. 

J. N. SISSONS 
204 Glenrose Ave., Toronto, Canada 
FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL NEEDS 
C OMETIME every collector wants 
~ some special service. He wants to 

sell his collection for the best pos­
sible price ; he wants to buy a great 
rarity or an unusual group of stamps, 
not to be found in dealers' regular 
stocks; he wants reliable information 
about his philatelic affairs. Just such 
srevice is the sole function of J . C. 
Morgenthau & Co. , Inc. The company 
has no thing to sell ; it acts, on commis­
mission , for collectors who wish to add 
to their collections or dispose of them 
in whole or in part. Collections for 
disposal are examined without cost 
(except postage) to the owner and 
commissions a r e cha rged only on com­
plet ed transactions . If you want to buy 
or sell . . 

Always Ask Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC. 
(Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Inc.) 

I West 47th St .. New York, N. Y. 
France and Colonies 
still the specialty of 

NASSAU STAMP COMPANY 

If you wish to be kept informed : 

If you want to bring your collection 
up to date 

If you would like to receive our 
occasional publications, list , etc. : 

COMMU ICATE WITH US 

Our concern, keeping an up to 
date complete stock, is to erve the 
collector. 

NASSAU. STAMP COMPANY 

~H~ RAOUL LESGOR ~~~ 
68 Nassau St., New York 7, N. Y. 
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THE NEW ISSUE SERVICE 

PARTICULARS FREE 

SPEC I AL 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

fill business correspondence and the New Issue Service will 
be carried on at the fallowing address until further notice: 

Y. Q., ROTHERFIELD, SUSSEX Phone: Rotherfield 153 

:'>I y Strand Office Is still open and a good stock and wide range of British and 
British Colonials Is available for filling in wants and missing varieties. 

Bu si n ess A s U s u a l i n Sp ite of R e duc e d Staff 

!~ROBERTS PHONE-TEMPLE BAR 2888 

Deale r In Rare Stamps 
Importer of Xew I ssu es 

430, STRAND, W. C. 21 
CABLES-EXSTAMPUS. LONDON 
/ 

Philatelic & Document 

Photography 

* * * 
Photogrnphlc Analysis 
P h oto-Micrography 
Infra-Red Photography 
lntra-Violet Photography 
Thlrd Dimen sion 

* * * 
• • • Pictures of stamps for study and 

illustration. 
* • * L egible photographs made of old, 

faded , charred or burnt documents 
and manuscripts. 

• • • Obliterated and censored writing 
revealed . 

* • • Evidence furnished of cleaning, 
repairing, a l tering or faking. 

* * * 
Raymond D. Kershner 

Analytical Photography 
1311 St. Vincent St., 

PHILADELP HIA 11, PA. 
34th AUCTION. SALE 

in ZUERICH 

December 12th -20th, 1947 

Many specia lized collections (Roumania, 
Italy , A irmai ls), high values of British 
Co lo nia ls and other raritie s will b e sold 
without r eserve. Illus trated catalogue 
free on r e qu est . Send for it by airmail, 
so that you will get it in time to mail 
your bids early. 

CORINPHILA ZUERICH 23 
BAHNHOFSTRASSE '76 

( SWI'l' ZER LAND) 
(Continued from page 15 5) 
Non-Resident U. S. 

Gilbert M. Burr , Tunkhannock, Pa. by H . L. Lindquist; Irwin. H eiman. 

Change in Classification 
Morton D. Joyce- From R esident to. Non-R esident as of 1 / 1 / 48. 

Deaths 
Edwin Finnegan, Bronxville, N. Y. 
Felix Simon, Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Re: Philatelic Foundation 
It was moved, seconded and una nimously passed that the President of The 

Collectors Club accept the invitation of the Philatelic Foundation to become an 
Honorary Trustee of the Philatelic Foundation as set forth in the resolution by the 
Foundation, which has become a part of these Minutes. 

Meeting was adjou rned at 11 :00 p . m. 
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ROBSON LOWE LTD. 

IS 

THE PREMIER MARKE~T 

FOR 

CLASSIC STAMPS 

Essays, Proofs and · Specimens 

Postal History 

Cancellations and Covers 

and 

Specialized Collections 

LONDON 
50 Pall · Mall 

Telephone ABBEY 4034 

BOURNEMOUTH 
Crown Chambers, Richmond Hill 

Telephone BOUR.NEMOUTH 36 

PHILADELPHIA 
721 ~Widener Building 

Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

T elephone J, OC'UST 4-1367 

Cables "STAMPS, LONDON" 

Also Representative$ Jn AUSTRALIA 
SOUTH AFRICA 
SOUTH AMERICA 

I > 
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SELLING ST AMPS? 
Consider the Many Important Advantages Cained 
When Selling Through the H. R. Harmer Inc. 
Stamp Auctions. 

e Over 50 years experience of selling stamps _ 
e Specialist describers 
e Attractive, comprehensive and accurate cataloguing (265 

buyers in first sale of the Season of which nearly 200 
were ma il bidders from all parts of the world) 

e Direct contact with leading collectors- everywhere 
e Extensive international advertising 

(You have the advantage of advertising not only by 
the New York House but also the London House) 

e Free valuation prior to auction- subject to sale instruc­
tions within one year 

e All Risk insurance- without charge-of stamps while in 
transit 

e World-wide mdi ling list 
e Harmer organizations comprise the largest and most ex­

perienced staff in the field of stamp auctioneering. 

Auctions speak louder than words, however! Write for 
a typical auction catalogue and our booklet "Concerning 
Your Stamps," detailing commission charges, facilities, etc. 

FUTURE AUCTIONS 
JANUARY :>, 6, 7 A Gen eral Collection, strong in 20th Century Min t sets, 

b y order of a Farm i n g d ale, N ew York Collector. 
JANUARY 19, 20, 21 Gen eral Sale w i t h United States a nd Specialized 

Russ ia n Z em stvos (Rura ls) 
FEBRUARY 2, 3, 4 Gen ern.l Sal e, includi n g Great Britain 1 840 lp. black 

specia lized . 

Illustrated catalogues, gratis and post-paid. 

D. B. HARMER~ INC. 
International Stamp Auction eers 

32 EAST .i7th STREET NEW YORK 22. N. Y. 

Cable: HARMERSALE, NEW YORK Telephone: PLaza 3·6482 

Also at 39, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON!-- W. 1, ENGLAND 




