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Postal History

La Poste Maritime
en Egypte
- 1845-1889
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Different Types of Shell Perfins on Egyptian Stamps

Vahe Varjabedian

It is the greatest pleasure to someone who makes studies in philately and
searches to find items which have not been recorded. This is the case with
perfins. It is not easy to find new identities for companies using perfins on
Egyptian stamps.

Since publishing my Catalogue of Egyptian Perfins | have often been asked if |
know the origin of the perfin which was something like the old Pharaonic lotus
flower. Last month, whilst checking some invoices, | found a 10 Mills (brown)
1939-49 Tax Stamp punctured with a Sea Shell shape (46 holes).

The invoice was from The Shell Company of Egypt and dated 12/4/1955. What
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a coincidence. It would seem that Shell was using their perfin only for tax
stamps to put on invoices and receipts.

After Nasser nationalised the foreign companies in Egypt in 1960, Shell
Company became MISR PETROLEUM CO.

During the last two years many Shell Company invoices and receipts have
come to light. After checking some hundreds of them, all franked with Tax
Stamps issued from 1939-61, 5 MILLS (Fig. 1) Violet and 10 MILLS (Brown)
punctured by shell perfins, | found different types and shapes. The early period
which is 1946 the puncturing has large pins, horizontally and vertically. In the
fifties the pins became thinner. In the sixties we can find many omitted or
closed or deformed holes due to excessive usage, or perhaps not punctured very
carefully.

Until now the earliest recorded date of this company is 1/5/1946 issued in
CAIRO. D and the latest recorded from METRO (down town Cairo) Service
Station on the 28/4/64.

During 18 years these perfinned stamps were used to frank receipts given to
customers after paying the fee of fuelling or having their car serviced at any of
the Shell Company Service Stations in Cairo and it's suburbs.

16
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The recorded Shell stations are Zamalek, Tayaran (Heliopolis), Metro, Giza. |
also found invoices sent by post to customers informing about their expenses
during the year.

Type 1 had 38 holes (Fig.2); Type 2 had 45 holes (Fig.3). Later ones with blind
holes and omitted ones as (Fig.4), and (Fig.5).
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Mike Murphy Ibrahim Shoukry

Egypt: The Rural Postal Service

An Introduction

Cairo - 2010
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The members of the Philatelic Society of Egypt, PSE, have for some time noticed that
Arabic texts whether on covers, postcards, documents ... etc. are being erroneously
translated into English in catalogs, magazines, websites and even private collections,
with serious consequences to the interpretation of the item in question.

The PSE has a group of members who are fluent in both Arabic and English languages
and are gladly willing to help not only with any translation required, but also with the
interpretation of other aspects relating to social, historical and geographical
circumstances of the time, such as familial salutations, bureaucratic jargon,
handwritten annotations and talismanic markings.

This service is available to anyone, just send to this email a clear scan of the item;
front and back of a cover, postcard, content of a letter or document ... etc. and we shall
be happy to oblige as soon as possible.

Provisionally, this service is free of charge for single items.

Email: egyptianphilatelicsociety@gmail.com
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